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COUNCIL

Tuesday, 24 November 2015
The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. N. Atkinson) took the
chair at 2.05 p.m. and read the prayer.
The PRESIDENT — Order! On behalf of the
Victorian state Parliament I acknowledge the
Aboriginal peoples, the traditional custodians of this
land, which has served as a significant meeting place
for the first people of Victoria. I acknowledge and pay
respect to the elders of the Aboriginal nations in
Victoria past and present and welcome any elders and
members of the Aboriginal communities who may visit
or participate in the events or proceedings of the
Parliament this week.

TERRORIST ATTACKS
The PRESIDENT — Order! I take the opportunity
to make some very brief comments and to seek the
participation of members in a minute’s silence in
memory of a number of terrorist acts in the past 10 days
that have, I think, caused us all to reflect both on what
we have and appreciate here and also on the fragility
around the world of some of the relationships between
people and certainly the extraordinary acts of terror
perpetrated on many innocent people. I refer of course
to Paris, but I also extend the comment and the thought
that I hope members will consider in that minute’s
silence to the people of Beirut and Mali, who have also
suffered in terrorist acts.
Obviously I hope — and I know we all hope — that it
is not going to be necessary for us as a Parliament to
reflect on these incidents on a regular or
all-too-frequent basis, but it is certainly true that each of
these events, discussed quite openly now at a number of
international forums that were already programmed, are
events that are perhaps shaping the future of the world.
I could not be anywhere near as eloquent — and I do
not think any of us could be anywhere near as
eloquent — as the Consul General for France here in
Victoria, Myriam Boisbouvier-Wylie. She wrote a
piece in the Age which I want to read into Hansard
because I think it is a remarkable piece of writing:
On Friday, November 13, horror struck again at the heart of
Paris. Twice in a year, this time on a much wider scale, this
time with youths ready to die to kill others.
Pure madness, unspeakable, inexplicable, unacceptable,
unforgettable.
This year, the French Republic honoured the surviving
Second World War veterans who fought so bravely to defend
the principles of democracy by bestowing upon them the
Legion of Honour. These veterans had fought against similar
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madness in their youth, even though the madness they faced
at the time took a different form.
The 2015 Parisian attacks are against all of us, against the
essence of our society, us as people filled with hope and
aspirations, with our inner strengths and weaknesses but with
the fundamental values given to us by our forebears, the
values of liberté, egalité, fraternité …
Words are inadequate to fully convey the sorrow, the outrage
and the incomprehension created by the vicious and
gratuitous acts of warfare of November 13, 2015 against
innocent civilians, against people who were rejoicing in
sharing together be it at a music concert or at a sporting
stadium …
It’s a terrible tragedy that has shattered the life and future of
hundreds of people, their families and friends.
The spontaneous outburst of sympathy that has poured over
the last hours, the words, the flowers, the candles, the
illumination of the city buildings in blue, white and red, the
colours of the French flag, all this has been received with
heartfelt thanks by all the French people and the family and
friends of the victims.
In face of such unspeakable deeds, the spontaneous and
genuine acts of solidarity, the words, flowers, gatherings,
vigil, illustrate how the essence of our humanity has not been
shaken. That we remain strong and faithful in our future. That
we must oppose acts of love to acts of barbarism. That if each
of us hold a hand and a friendly gaze to the ones who look
alien to us, we might indeed start reversing the cycle of
hatred.

They are remarkable words by the Consul General. As I
said, I hope our thoughts will also extend to those
people killed in the terrorist acts in Beirut, and in Mali
most recently, and that we will reflect on the fact that
we hope this situation does not continue. I invite
members to be upstanding for 1 minute.
Honourable members showed unanimous
agreement by standing in their places.

ROYAL ASSENT
Message read advising royal assent on 18 November
to:
Children, Youth and Families Amendment
(Aboriginal Principal Officers) Act 2015
Gambling Legislation Amendment Act 2015
Justice Legislation Amendment (Police Custody
Officers) Act 2015
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Amendment
Act 2015
Victorian Energy Efficiency Target Amendment
(Saving Energy, Growing Jobs) Act 2015
Wrongs Amendment Act 2015.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Lancefield bushfire
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Leader of the Government. The
independent report into the Cobaw-Lancefield fire
states there was an accredited burn officer in charge on
Wednesday and Thursday but not Friday, which was
the public holiday, and further there were just 12 staff at
this controlled burn on Friday, compared with as many
as 30 staff the day before. Does the minister stand by
his written response to a question without notice on
7 October that:
The grand final eve public holiday had no bearing on staffing
levels at the planned burn in the Cobaw State Forest.

Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
thank Ms Wooldridge for her question. I stand by the
answer that was provided to me, and I provided to the
house, by my colleague who had assessed this
information and provided relevant information to the
inquiry that was undertaken by Mr Murray Carter. That
led to an extensive examination and
22 recommendations coming out of that inquiry about
the way in which controlled burns should be undertaken
in the future.
That report was damning in a variety of ways — in
terms of the risk assessment that was shown to be
inadequate, in terms of the planning of the way in
which that burn was undertaken and the way in which
the community was provided with timely information
about that matter and indeed the resourcing that should
have been undertaken and allocated across what was
the original intention of the planned burn. Certainly in
the changing circumstances of weather conditions and
clearly through the prism of the appropriate matching
of risk assessment, the undertaking of that burn and the
resource allocation of staff and other resources to equip
that burn was shown to be inadequate. The government
through its agencies must learn the lessons of this
example, where a controlled burn did actually breach
the terrain by which it was meant to be contained.
As I have mentioned to the Parliament before, close to
1000 controlled burns take place during the course of
the year, and about 1 per cent of them are in
circumstances where they do not go according to plan
and they lead to adverse effects, as has been the case in
this instance. That is a reminder to us that we should
not be complacent, notwithstanding that overall profile
of good management. We need to be rigorous in the
application of the appropriate risk assessment, the
planning involved in a burn and the resources that are
allocated to it.

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

The question that has been asked previously and the
question that has been asked of me again today invite
me, invite the government, to comment on whether the
circumstances of a public holiday impacted upon those
decisions of resource allocation. I stand by the advice
that I have received that at no stage was the resourcing
allocation made on the basis of the public holiday, but it
was made on the basis of an inadequate risk assessment
and resource management approach to that burn. The
government accepts that on both those elements this
burn failed the agencies, but most importantly it failed
the community and those people who were adversely
affected by it. The government apologises for that. We
want to learn all the relevant lessons and make sure
that, as much we can, this does not occur again.
Supplementary question
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the Leader of the Government for his response
and in particular for raising concerns about the
planning, the decision-making and the resources that
were provided. In the context of that answer, the report
states that the risk of the fire escaping control lines was
very likely. Can I then ask: why and when was the
decision made not to have an accredited burn officer in
charge on Friday, 2 October?
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — From
my knowledge of those matters, I do not believe that
was contained in the report. I may stand corrected on
that subject — I have certainly not been furnished with
that — but I am certainly not shying away from the
unequivocal conclusion of the inquiry that indeed
inadequate planning was undertaken, which included
the risk assessment, the connection to resource
allocation and the information and support that was
provided to the community at that time. That is
inescapable in terms of it being identified within the
report. The government recognises this, apologises for
it and will learn from it. Indeed in relation to
decision-making and the determination of how a
controlled burn will be undertaken in the future,
Mr Carter has made recommendations about the
appropriate scrutiny and governance arrangements in
relation to those, and I think that would remedy these
matters in the future.

Former Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
question is again to the Leader of the Government. It
relates to the cost of the investigation into the complaint
against the former Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade. On 6 August the minister
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advised the house that the final cost of legal
representation funded by the government and the
services of Mr Strong and Mr Allen in relation to the
investigation could not be provided as all final invoices
in connection to the inquiry had not been received. I
ask: three and a half months on, can he now advise the
house of the final cost to the government of legal
representation, the Strong and Allen reviews and other
costs associated with the investigation?
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
thank Ms Wooldridge sincerely for in fact delaying her
request of me for this information in the Parliament,
because I have had conversations with her privately that
I will disclose now in the public domain. The
government has been undertaking processes by which
we were trying to establish the veracity of legal costs
incurred and to make sure that the total cost to the
taxpayer was minimised. Those discussions have taken
much longer than the government would have
preferred.
Whilst there are elements of the costs of those inquiries
that are available to me, the total costs to this very day
have not been finally determined to enable me to
provide that information to the house. I understand that
that means that I have failed in my undertaking to the
chamber to provide that information. I acknowledge
that. I do not run away from that. I am not in a position
today to be able to give the final dollar amount. I would
expect the chamber to find that a somewhat
unsatisfactory answer, but it is the honest answer and it
is in accordance with the conversations that I have had
with the Leader of the Opposition previously. As soon
as I am able to furnish the total amount of that inquiry, I
will do so.
Supplementary question
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister for his honest response. Given that
the final costs have not yet fully been concluded, I ask
that he inform the house of the value of the invoices
that have been paid and settled so far in relation to the
investigation and also of what matters are still
outstanding.
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
have not got that information available to me, but I
would fully expect in these circumstances that some
direction may be given to me to provide those in
written form within a 24-hour time frame, and I will do
my very best to comply with that direction.
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TAFE staffing
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) — My question is to
the Minister for Training and Skills. I refer to the
moratorium the minister put in place on staff
redundancies in Victorian TAFEs in December last
year. The question is: will that moratorium remain in
place for the 2016 training year?
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — I thank the member for her question. Perhaps
we should clarify what occurred. When the government
came to office, it was on the back of thousands of
teachers being sacked through wholesale redundancies
made by the previous administration due to major
funding cuts. Virtually a couple of days after we took
office, there were reports of major wholesale
redundancies, which had been put on hold by the
previous government until after the election and which
were to occur at a number of TAFEs. Indeed a
substantial amount of the so-called TAFE Structural
Adjustment Fund had been allocated to pay for
redundancies, fixing up TAFEs by paying for
redundancies to sack more teachers. At that point I
asked TAFEs to reconsider and not have wholesale
redundancies. It was a request from me as minister in a
new government that had a substantial agenda, which
we are working through, to rebuild our TAFEs.
When you talk about a moratorium per se, that is not,
strictly speaking, accurate. Of course TAFEs, like any
other organisation, need to make staffing adjustments.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HERBERT — Let us be fair. If there are
contract staff and there are no classes, then you cannot
expect them to be taken on. What I have asked — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HERBERT — This is from the mob who
sacked thousands of teachers. They sacked thousands
and dragged our TAFEs into the gutter. Come on!
To give clarity, what every TAFE understands, what
every industrial agent understands and what I have
asked them to do is to not have wholesale compulsory
redundancy programs, and I will continue to ask them
not to do that as we continue the process of rebuilding
our TAFE and training system.
Supplementary question
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) — I thank the minister
for his response. Several TAFEs are quietly laying off
large numbers of staff by not renewing contracts.
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TAFEs have also been informed that they must not use
the word ‘redundancy’ to avoid any negative publicity.
I ask: does the government stand by the decision of
TAFEs to reduce staff numbers by allowing contracts to
lapse?
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — Just to clarify, the member says some
instruction has gone out to TAFEs. I ask that the
member provide it and table it. I would be happy to
read it, because it has not come from me that TAFEs
should not use the term ‘redundancy’. Let us be clear
on that. If the member has an instruction, she should
bring it in and table it. It is news to me. Otherwise I
take that with a grain of salt.
At the end of the year, TAFEs, like every organisation,
are renewing their contract arrangements. There will be
some put off, and there will be a lot more employed
when we rebuild the system and as we are rebuilding it.

Public holidays
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade. The minister recently sent out
letters asking people and organisations that provided a
submission to the regulatory impact statement (RIS)
process on the new public holidays to make an
additional submission, this time to a process of
evaluating the new public holidays. The minister
openly admitted to the house during the RIS process
that he would not take into consideration submissions
in gazetting the public holidays. Will he now undertake
to follow the recommendations of the majority of
submissions he receives this time, or will he again
waste the time and effort of Victorian business owners
and key industry bodies?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for his
question. I missed him in the last sitting week;
apparently he was absent. I can happily tell the chamber
that my evaluation process and the evaluation process
of this government is exactly as it is stated — an
evaluation process.
Supplementary question
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — It
seems like the minister is absent this week, really! As a
result of the evaluation process — as the minister calls
it — that is underway and that he has sought
submissions on, what criteria has he set as the minister
responsible in order to determine whether to keep or
dump the grand final parade public holiday?
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Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — Obviously any evaluation of
the Grand Final Friday holiday and the Easter Sunday
holiday will include feedback from those submissions.
In evaluating the submissions, the government will look
at the intention of the holiday, and the intention, of
course, from the holiday’s perspective, was to ensure
that people were able to spend time with their friends,
families and loved ones. That was the intention of
creating the public holiday. It may be lost on those
opposite, but the intention of creating a public holiday
is not necessarily to create an economic boost to the
community. I am happy if Mr Ondarchie wants to ask
me another substantive question, and I am also happy to
list all those members of Parliament opposite who were
not in their offices on the day in question.
Mr Ondarchie — On a point of order, President, in
relation to the minister’s answer to my question, which
was about the criteria on which he would evaluate the
submissions, I put to you, President, that the minister
did not answer my question as it was asked, and I ask
that he report on that by way of letter in the next
24 hours.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I normally do these at
the end, as members know, but I indicate to
Mr Ondarchie that I will not be instructing the minister
to provide a written answer to this question, because I
believe he gave the member the criteria. The criteria
were for families to spend more time together.

Minister for Agriculture questions on notice
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — My question
is to the Deputy Leader of the Government. Last sitting
week, in response to questions on notice regarding the
value of her chartered flights and international and
interstate commercial flights since December 2014, she
wrote:
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more
than the 30-day response time afforded under the standing
orders of the Legislative Council.

The minister’s colleagues the Minister for Training and
Skills and the Leader of the Government were able to
provide comprehensive responses to the question, so I
ask: why is the minister hiding behind the pathetic
excuse of standing orders when clearly she is avoiding
answering this basic and straightforward question?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I stand
by my answer. I have used occasional charter flights
during the course of this year. Both of my portfolio
responsibilities require a great deal of travel, and to give
you but an indication, it is probably something I do
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about once a month. I stand by my answer in terms of
the time frame, but I am happy to provide that
information on notice.
Supplementary question
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for her response. I note that her response was
still carping on about the response time and that she
avoided the fact that it is voluminous. However, the
FOI documents received by the opposition on
30 October detail the minister’s chartered flights and
international and interstate commercial flight details
and costs. Given that the information asked for in the
question on notice was already compiled, why did the
minister mislead the Parliament in her written answer?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I
thank the member for his further question. If I
understand the member, he is asking for information he
already has. Is that what is going on here?
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms PULFORD — At the time of my providing the
answer to the question on notice, that was the
circumstance. I have offered, in my answer to
Mr Finn’s substantive question, to provide this
information, and now Mr Finn reveals that he already
has it.

Fire services review
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Special Minister of State,
Mr Jennings. On 29 July 2015 the government
launched a comprehensive review into the Metropolitan
Fire Brigade and the Country Fire Authority to examine
and make recommendations on resourcing, operations,
management and culture of the organisations, with the
review to be completed by the start of the fire season.
On 19 October 2015 the fire services review report was
submitted to the Minister for Emergency Services. The
fire services review website states:
There is currently no date set for publication.

My question is: when will the government release this
report?
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
thank Ms Hartland for her question and her interest in
these matters. I am going to have to take advice on that
issue because I have not had conversations with my
colleague about the release of that review information,
so I will take that on notice and provide the house with
further information.
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Registered training organisations
Ms SPRINGLE (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is to the Minister for Training and Skills,
and it is about the cap on registered training
organisations (RTOs) that I understand is being
considered. As the minister knows, registered training
organisations can be either for profit or not for profit.
Many not-for-profit RTOs offer vocational training for
refugees and asylum seekers and other disadvantaged
Victorian communities. Vocational training offers
pathways for members of disadvantaged groups into
meaningful employment, which has immeasurable
flow-on effects for their families and whole
communities. There is a concern within the sector that
the government plans to impose a cap of 1000 funded
places on each RTO. If that cap extends to the
not-for-profit RTO sector, that will have a significant
and detrimental impact on disadvantaged groups in
particular. Can the minister confirm that any cap on
RTO places will not be extended to the not-for-profit
sector?
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — There are a number of ways to answer this
one. The Mackenzie review — —
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr HERBERT — Being absolutely frank,
something you would — —
Mr Finn — Just tell the truth. Go on, give it a shot.
It will shock us all.
Mr HERBERT — I always do. The Mackenzie
review made a whole heap of recommendations about
the funding system, and we are committed to reform the
funding system to bring it in line with industry and
community needs and to ensure that quality is the key
word across our training system — quality that leads to
opportunity for people and productivity for industry.
We have that report, and we will make a response as
soon as possible. There is a Council of Australian
Governments process there, but we will release that
report with the government response.
With regard to the 2016 RTO contracts and entry to
market, we had a situation in Victoria where there was
a huge discrepancy between the needs of employers,
the job outcomes and the amount of training that was
done. For instance, I think it was office management
where we funded something like 26 000 places, and
there are about 1000 jobs annually in that particular
area that come on board. We had a whole quality
review, and it made a whole range of
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recommendations, so as part of next year’s training
contracts we have put in place a range of measures.
Firstly, we have a greater scrutiny of those who get the
contracts. We are having a look at the 31 000 responses
we had from the student satisfaction surveys. We are
having a look at their outcomes and how they
performed. We are banning people who were in
management of a company that lost funding because of
poor performance. We are asking companies to state
the area where they want to do the training and the
scope of their training. If there is a suite of companies,
only one company can get that scope, and that is to stop
dodgy companies from Victoria that get defunded
shifting their activity to another one.
We are also, however, amongst a whole range of things,
putting an initial limit of 1000 student placements per
company. That is an initial limit to try to get our
training system more in line with economic outcomes.
If that is hit, that training provider simply needs to
come back to us and say, ‘We’ve hit that. Here are the
areas where we are employing people, and here is the
need’, and they will get more. So it is not a cap; it is an
initial allocation, an initial limit.
In relation to private training providers and
not-for-profits, many of them will take lower numbers.
They might choose to do a 200 limit, in which case they
have much less compliance — much less oversight, I
guess you would say — and that is what many of the
not-for-profits and Learn Locals will do. The aim is not
to limit the number of places — absolutely not. It is to
try to get our system more in line with quality outcomes
that meet job needs. One thousand, initially, is a fair
amount. If there are more, there are more. I would not
have thought the not-for-profit sector would have any
worries whatsoever.
Supplementary question
Ms SPRINGLE (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister for his response, but I am not exactly
clear on what the answer is. Is he saying that there is a
mechanism to appeal the 1000 cap? Perhaps I missed
the answer.
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — There is not a cap; there is an initial
allocation. According to the quality review, you can
take two paths. If you are a not-for-profit or a Learn
Local that does a bit of training but does not have huge
risk, then you can voluntarily say, ‘We will take
200 places’. That has less compliance.
If you are a major RTO seeking government funding —
it is only government funding, of course, and not
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anything else — then there will be an initial allocation
of 1000. It is not a cap; it is an initial allocation of 1000.
Then you can come back. Clearly if you do 1000 in
barista training, as Mr Finn might say, and there are no
job outcomes out of it — no-one is getting jobs and
there is poor completion — then we would want to look
at that. But if you are doing quality training and linking
it and it is generally getting good outcomes, of course
you will then get more allocation.

Heart Morass wetlands
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) — My question
is for the Minister for Agriculture. I recently visited the
Heart Morass, a pristine wetlands that was created by
Field and Game Australia near Sale. The Heart, as it is
known, was purchased in three stages. The first stage
took flogged-out farmland, and through investment by
Field and Game Australia members and generous
donors this transformed this farmland into world-class
wetlands with many species of birds and other wildlife.
Also, through the careful use of grazing there has been
a clear change in some of the affected areas. They are
much greener and have less weeds than the ungrazed
area. With all this success there has been a downside.
The amount of carp in some parts of the morass is only
just noticeable, but in a few parts there are so many
carp they are creating a small logjam. I have heard of a
new carp herpes being developed to reduce the number
of carp around, so my substantive question is: when can
we expect this virus to be released into the wild?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I
thank Mr Bourman for his question and his interest in
this issue and the management of carp that he has
outlined. I am advised that the commonwealth
government is developing the koi herpes virus with a
view to releasing this sometime in 2017. The
commonwealth Department of the Environment is
working with the Victorian government and catchment
management authorities on managing the release of the
koi herpes virus. I must confess this is not something I
knew a great deal about until fairly recently, but this is
something we are working with the commonwealth
government on managing. We look forward to the
successful conclusion of that program and its release in
Victoria.
Supplementary question
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) — I thank the
minister for her answer. My supplementary is: what
other help is available to organisations such as Sale
Field and Game Australia to help with carp
suppression?
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Honourable members interjecting.
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — Thank
you, President and Mr Bourman, and I do not thank
you, Mr Jennings! Mr Jennings suggests fishing lines,
and obviously we do have an extensive policy and
program in place with Target One Million to increase
opportunities for recreational fishing in Victoria. On the
specific question of how the government can provide
support to organisations like Sale Field and Game
Australia on this question, I would invite Mr Bourman
to suggest they contact Fisheries Victoria. It will be
able to provide some further assistance and advice.

Medicinal cannabis
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Leader of the Government,
Mr Jennings. In 2014 Labor claimed it would have
legislation before Parliament before the end of 2015
that allowed for the legalisation and regulation of
medicinal marijuana. Premier Daniel Andrews claimed
the current laws were outdated. As of today, the
health.vic website states:
The Victorian government will introduce legislation before
the end of 2015 to enable access to locally manufactured
medicinal cannabis products for a limited and select group of
patients.

My question is: where is the legislation required to
fulfil this commitment?
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
thank Ms Patten for her question. Some things can be
fixed by time. This is something that can be fixed by
time, because not only do we have a sitting week this
week, but we have a sitting week that begins on
8 December. By 8 December I think, probably by this
time, there will have been a bill first read in the
Legislative Assembly to that effect.
Supplementary question
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) — I thank
the minister for his response. According to the
health.vic website again, the Victorian government is
also working to establish a Victorian-based clinical trial
before the end of this year. When will this trial
commence, and is there any legal framework to protect
the participants?
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) —
Again I thank Ms Patten for her question. The
legislation will provide a degree of legislative
regulatory confidence to enable the trial to proceed. The
Victorian government has been in lengthy
conversations within the health sector in Victoria to try
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to establish the protocols and circumstances in which
clinical trials will be undertaken, not only within the
scope of Victorian health institutions but also to
harmonise with commonwealth regulatory approvals
and the interests of the commonwealth government and
its agencies — whether they be the Therapeutic Goods
Administration or other relevant determinations under
the health minister’s portfolio — to make sure that our
scheme will interlock and not run counter to their
concerns. Elaborate protocols have been developed to
underpin this legislation to enable those trials to
proceed, and in the new year we should see them.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
have answers to the following questions on notice:
33, 442, 1235, 1238, 1472–95, 1576–83, 2114–68,
2259–2330, 2423, 2437, 2463, 2475, 2481, 2484–86,
2489–93, 2540–59, 2579–80, 2596–97, 2603–04,
2610–11, 2617–2868, 3251–54, 3343–58, 3499–3506,
3531–3678, 3731–34, 3887, 4029.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Written responses
The PRESIDENT — Order! In respect of today’s
questions I request written answers in respect of
Ms Wooldridge’s supplementary question to
Mr Jennings on why and when there was no officer in
charge. The minister provided a lot of useful and good
information to the house and I think more than satisfied
the substantive question in that response, but there was
a specific in the supplementary that the minister might
reflect on in terms of a written answer. That is two
days; it is from a different minister.
In respect of Ms Wooldridge’s second question, on
invoices, Mr Jennings indicated that he expected me to
request an answer in respect of the supplementary
question on invoices paid and on any outstanding
amounts that might be expected that have not yet been
received — but certainly on invoices paid.
In regard to Ms Bath’s question to Mr Herbert, again
there was quite a bit of information provided as well as
some debate. In regard to the substantive question,
Ms Bath’s specific question was whether or not the
moratorium would remain in 2016, and I do not know
that that was an aspect that the minister commented on.
Mr Herbert — There is no moratorium.
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The PRESIDENT — Order! That might well be
what comes back to me. In respect of Mr Finn’s
question to Ms Pulford, the substantive question was
about some information.
Ms Pulford — President, Mr Finn indicated in his
supplementary question that he had the information that
he was seeking in his first, so I am not sure if that
perhaps does the job.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I now recall what it
was about. From my point of view it does not do the
job. Mr Finn sought that information, and in fact the
minister indicated that she was prepared to provide that.
I am not going to rule at this stage on the consistency of
that information with the minister’s previous comments
to the Parliament; that might well be a matter
considered at a later date. That is one day. Mr Herbert’s
is also one day, for the clerks.
In respect of Ms Hartland’s question to Mr Jennings,
Mr Jennings has also indicated that he will obtain that
information on the review and provide that information.

CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
Eastern Metropolitan Region
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
constituency question today is for the Minister for
Public Transport, and it is: when will the three extra
morning peak train services for the Hurstbridge line,
which the member for Eltham in the Assembly
promised to the Eltham community at the last election,
actually be delivered? Prior to the election the now
member for Eltham put a lot of campaign material
around vowing that, if elected, ‘only Labor will put
extra peak hour trains on our Hurstbridge line’. The
promise was that two extra services would be added to
the line, starting at Eltham and Hurstbridge, and that an
existing service starting at Greensborough would be
pushed back to Eltham to accommodate more
commuters and ease crowding, meaning three extra
services to be provided for the Eltham station between
7.30 a.m. and 9.30 a.m. on weekdays.
At the time, the now member for Eltham, Ms Ward,
stated that she expected the services to be added in
2015. However, one year later there is no sign of these
additional services. The latest timetable for the
Hurstbridge line shows seven services originating from
either Hurstbridge or Eltham, and this is the same as it
was last year. I request that the minister outline how
and when the promise made by the member for Eltham
will actually be delivered to the Eltham community.
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Eastern Metropolitan Region
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — While
speaking recently to constituents interested in fishing in
Eastern Metropolitan Region, at a location I do not
particularly want to say — we were enjoying a
refreshment, put it that way — the discussion was
around a number of fish stocks being released across
the state. I would like to ask the Minister for
Agriculture, Minister Pulford, if she could inform me of
where in Eastern Metropolitan Region and in what
landlocked water bodies there have been any fish stocks
released.

Eastern Metropolitan Region
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
constituency question is for the Minister for Housing,
Disability and Ageing, Minister Foley. There have been
serious health and safety concerns regarding neglected
social housing sites situated at the old 1956 Olympic
Village in Heidelberg West in Eastern Metropolitan
Region. This includes regular cases of mould exposure
causing chronic respiratory issues, particularly amongst
vulnerable members of that village, including children
and the elderly. Although the village has seen some
redevelopment through the Olympia housing initiative,
there has been a reluctance to repair existing buildings,
with a backlog of repairs still to be completed. Can the
minister advise how many houses requiring
refurbishment or upgrading still remain and what the
expected time frame is for completion to ensure
improvements to the health of residents living in the
village?

Northern Victoria Region
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — My
constituency question is for the Minister for Education,
and it is regarding the government’s decision to remove
a portable classroom from Murchison Primary School
and relocate it to a metropolitan Melbourne school. The
Murchison Primary School community is
understandably upset that this will place Murchison
students at a disadvantage, as the only alternative would
mean bringing an old school building — built in
1906 — back into use as a classroom. This room has
not been used as a classroom for over 15 years and will
be horrendous to heat over winter.
This room is currently used as a music room and has a
large compactor installed in it. The school will now
have to turn its library into a music room and move the
compactor to this space. It will also have to reduce the
number of classes it has from six to five by increasing
the student numbers in each class. In addition, the
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portable has 30 solar panels on it that will need to be
removed and installed somewhere else, and the
department has not informed the school how this cost
will be met. I ask the minister to reverse this decision
and allow Murchison Primary School to keep the
portable, which is vital for the delivery of quality
education to the children of Murchison.

Western Metropolitan Region
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) — My
constituency question is directed to the Minister for
Emergency Services, who is also the Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation, the
Honourable Jane Garrett. It relates to the community
update on bushfire readiness along the urban fringe. We
are fast approaching bushfire season, and with a hot
summer ahead my constituents are understandably
concerned about bushfire readiness. Can the Minister
for Emergency Services update me about what is being
done to prepare for the upcoming bushfire season along
the outer urban fringe, particularly with regard to my
constituents in Western Metropolitan Region?

Western Metropolitan Region
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — My
constituency question is to the Minister for Local
Government. I refer the minister to correspondence to
her from the Sunbury Residents Association dated
24 September asking her to reject the recommendation
of the audit review panel on the formally gazetted split
of Sunbury from the City of Hume, a letter to which she
has still not responded. Given the view, widely held in
Sunbury, that the Andrews Labor government used the
audit review to scuttle Sunbury’s bid for municipal
independence and the total incapacity of the member
for Sunbury in the Assembly to properly represent his
constituents, why did the minister snub the Sunbury
Residents Association before she betrayed it by
breaking Labor’s election pledge to respect the
gazetting of the new Sunbury council?
The PRESIDENT — Order! I will let the question
stand, but it did sail close to the wind in the respect that
it actually sought a response from the minister that
might have been more appropriately pursued in the
adjournment debate than in a constituency question,
notwithstanding that it did relate to a local government
area. The response sought from the minister was more
of a nature that might have been better pursued in the
adjournment debate, but I will not intervene on this
occasion.
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Northern Victoria Region
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria) — My
constituency question is also for the Minister for Local
Government. Last week many residents in my
electorate read with interest an article in the Herald Sun
headed ‘Lifting the lid on council — website lets
ratepayers see where money goes’. The article says that
the website will be similar to the My School website
and will feature dozens of service and financial
indicators to enable comparisons across suburban and,
more importantly for my constituents, rural and
regional areas. I would like some further information
from the minister because I would like to be able to
explain to my constituents how they are going to
benefit from this website and broadly how the website
fits into the government’s reform agenda.

Southern Metropolitan Region
Ms FITZHERBERT (Southern Metropolitan) —
My question is to the Minister for Environment,
Climate Change and Water, and it relates to two
documents that have recently been updated on the Parks
Victoria Albert Park master plan site: the Albert Park
Master Plan Background Report 2015 and the Albert
Park Master Plan — Stage 2 Issues Paper April 2015.
That is what it says on the cover — 2015 — but in the
small print inside it states quite clearly 2014. My
question to the minister is: is it not the case that putting
up this work and rebadging it as 2015 is simply an
attempt to show that work on the master plan
development has continued during 2015 when in fact
most of this work was done under the previous
government and very little has happened during this
year?

Southern Metropolitan Region
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — My
constituency question today concerns an announcement
by the Minister for Public Transport in a media release
dated 24 November which states that minor road and
tram diversions will be put in place near the Domain
interchange in 2017 and, further, that works will
include the relocation of trees and other road features to
enable Melbourne Metro rail construction sites to be
established. My question follows from this release by
the minister. Do these works include the rerouting of
the route 8 tram from Park Street and Domain Road to
Toorak Road West in my constituency, and will the
tram route be further rerouted through the west of the
city to become route 58? Where will, particularly, the
magnificent trees at the intersection of Toorak Road
West and St Kilda Road be relocated to? Particularly in
respect of those trees, will any of the trees along
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Domain Road be similarly relocated? If so, how many
and to where?

Western Victoria Region
Mr MORRIS (Western Victoria) — My
constituency question is directed to the Minister for
Roads and Road Safety. Labor was exposed as having
misled the people of Victoria when on 30 September
this year the Ballarat Courier reported that
comprehensive work on the VicRoads headquarters
relocation was completed during 2014. These
documents confirm that the relocation was well
advanced and that significant work had been done, in
stark contrast to claims from the Minister for
Agriculture, who falsely claimed that the preparatory
work for the relocation had not been done. We are
almost a year into this government’s term, and what has
Labor done? That is a question everyone in Ballarat
would love to know the answer to. What has this
government done other than slash funding for country
roads and bridges and introduce public holidays nobody
wanted? My question is: when will Labor finally make
a decision and decide whether VicRoads will be
relocated to Ballarat?

PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Commercial fishing licences
To the Legislative Council of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Council the desire of
citizens to continue to enjoy sustainable seafood
commercially caught in Port Phillip Bay.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council
reject any bill that prohibits commercial harvesting of fish and
seafood from Port Phillip Bay.

By Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan)
(6635 signatures).
Laid on table.
Ordered to be considered next day on motion of
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan).

Local government rates
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significant reductions in local services and local
infrastructure, with major losses for local government
employment. This matter exacerbates funding cuts enforced
via the commonwealth freeze of federal assistance grant
indexation, which has already cost Victoria’s councils
millions in lost revenue. Further, the rates capping model will
not deliver any appreciable cost of living relief for Victorian
ratepayers. Nor will rate capping actually succeed in capping
rates for all Victorian ratepayers. We also fear the de facto
loss of local government’s independence due to the external
interference rate capping represents.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council
refuse legislation or regulation that aims to impose a rate cap
on Victorian local government.

By Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan)
(1289 signatures).
Laid on table.
Ordered to be considered next day on motion of
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan).

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS
COMMITTEE
Alert Digest No. 15
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan)
presented Alert Digest No. 15 of 2015, including
appendices.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be published.

PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS
The Clerk — I have received a letter from the
Attorney-General dated 24 November headed
‘Production of documents — Establishment of Peter
MacCallum private hospital’, which reads:
I refer to:
the Legislative Council’s resolution of 5 August 2015
seeking the production of a copy of all documents in
relation to the establishment of the Peter MacCallum
private hospital on the site of the Victorian
Comprehensive Cancer Centre (see enclosed letter dated
5 August 2015);
my letter to you of 17 August 2015, advising that
government required additional time to respond to the
resolution; and

To the Legislative Council of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Council the tremendous
injury to be caused to the Victorian community by the
imposition of a rates capping and variation system on
Victorian local government. The imposition of such a system
shall have adverse consequences for local ratepayers via

my letter to you of 14 April 2015, noting the limits on
the Council’s power to call for documents.
Those limits centre on the protection of the public interest. In
that letter I set out the factors which the government would
consider in assessing whether the release of documents would
be prejudicial to the public interest.
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The government has conducted a thorough and diligent search
to identify the documents that may be relevant to the
Council’s resolution and has now assessed the identified
documents against the factors listed in my letter of 14 April
2015. It has determined that the release of 12 of those
documents in full, and the release of a further 10 in part,
would be prejudicial to the public interest. Accordingly, the
government, on behalf of the Crown, makes a claim of
executive privilege in relation to the documents described,
and on the grounds set out, in the attached schedule.

Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 —

The remaining documents sought by the Legislative
Council’s resolution have been produced by the government.

Victorian Industry Participation Policy — Report 2014–15.

Some of the documents produced by government contain the
personal information of individuals. In the interest of personal
privacy, these details have been excluded.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Auditor-General’s Report on the Annual Financial Report of
the State of Victoria, 2014–15, November 2015 (Ordered to
be published).

Documents under section 15 in respect of Statutory Rule
Nos. 124, 126, 129, 130 and 134.
A Legislative Instrument and related documents under
section 16B in respect of Driver Accreditation
Application, Test, Course and Renewal Requirements
dated 23 June 2015, under the Transport (Compliance
and Miscellaneous) Act 1983.

Proclamation of the Governor in Council fixing an
operative date in respect of the following acts:
Firearms Amendment (Trafficking and Other Measures) Act
2015 — 1 December 2015 (Gazette No. S349, 18 November
2015).
Local Government Amendment (Improved Governance) Act
2015 — Part 1 and sections 6, 7, 9, 11, 64, 65 77, 90 and
91 — 18 November 2015 (Gazette No. S349, 18 November
2015).

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

National Health Funding Pool — Report 2014–15.
Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of Approval
of the following amendments to planning schemes —
Banyule Planning Scheme — Amendment C73.
Campaspe, Gannawarra, Greater Bendigo, Greater
Shepparton, Loddon, Moira and Swan Hill Planning
Schemes — Amendment GC35.
Gannawarra Planning Scheme — Amendment C30.
Glen Eira Planning Scheme — Amendments C141 and
C142.
Horsham Planning Scheme — Amendment C63.
Melbourne Planning Scheme — Amendment C266.
Moorabool Planning Scheme — Amendment C65.
Moreland Planning Scheme — Amendment C71.
Port Phillip Planning Scheme — Amendment C97.
South Gippsland Planning Scheme —
Amendment C105.
Stonnington Planning Scheme — Amendment C177.
Strathbogie Planning Scheme — Amendment C32.

General business
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) — By
leave, I move:
That precedence be given to the following general business
on Wednesday, 25 November 2015:
(1) notice of motion 184 standing in the name of
Ms Wooldridge relating to the government’s failure to
comply with the order for the production of documents
regarding Peter MacCallum private hospital;
(2) notice of motion given this day by Ms Wooldridge
relating to the government’s performance in its first year
of office;
(3) notice of motion 182 standing in the name of Mr Barber
referring a matter to the Ombudsman for investigation
and report; and
(4) notice of motion 153 standing in the name of Mr Davis
requesting the Legislative Assembly grant leave for the
minister for energy to appear before the environment
and planning committee.

Motion agreed to.

MINISTERS STATEMENTS

Surf Coast Planning Scheme — Amendment C109.
Whitehorse Planning Scheme — Amendments C130
and C174.
Yarra Planning Scheme — Amendment C133.
Statutory Rule under the Tobacco Act 1987 — No. 128.

Child protection
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I rise to inform the house about an
exciting new development in my reform agenda
regarding the care of children and young people who
cannot live with their parents due to neglect or abuse. I
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am determined that our out-of-home care system is
focused on ensuring that more children are placed in
home-based care and fewer children live in residential
care. We know that home-based care results in better
outcomes for children and young people.
In March this year I announced $43 million for targeted
care packages to provide flexible solutions to enable
children and young people to move from residential
care into home-based care. In some cases this has seen
children move into foster and kinship placements.
Other children have been reunified with their families.
The sector welcomed this initiative and has worked in
partnership with our government to implement targeted
care packages and move children into family
environments.
Our consultation also taught us that there was another
group of children and young people who would benefit
from flexible and targeted solutions. These are children
who are at risk of being placed in residential care. In
response to this feedback, last month I announced a
$19 million expansion of the targeted care packages
program to focus on preventing children from entering
residential care in the first place. The sorts of supports
these new packages could provide include teaching
parenting skills and offering counselling support for a
young single mother who is in need of help with her
children, or respite services for grandparents who are
caring for grandchildren who can no longer live safely
with their parents. Aboriginal children and young
people, preschool and primary school-aged children
and children with a disability are priority groups for the
targeted care packages program.
The Andrews Labor government is working to improve
Victoria’s entire child protection and family services
system through the Roadmap for Reform project, which
will examine it from the ground up. This funding is in
addition to the record $257 million funding boost to
child protection and family services in the 2015–16
Victorian budget, which is a 17 per cent increase on the
previous year.

Scouts Victoria
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Youth Affairs) — I
rise to inform the house that this morning I announced
that the Andrews Labor government has provided
$457 000 in funding over two years for Scouts Victoria
to help connect young people with their communities,
particularly those facing disadvantage. This morning I
was joined by 101 scouts from across Victoria on the
steps of Parliament House to announce the funding.
Scouting is one of the oldest and largest community
youth movements in Australia, but today’s
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announcement shows that scouting is responding to the
shape and culture of Victorian communities.
The youth participation project will promote youth
participation in their communities, particularly for those
who have traditionally faced barriers to participation,
like multicultural communities and young people
experiencing social and economic disadvantage. The
project will provide new opportunities for young
Victorians to make local connections, meet new people
and socialise while learning new skills and developing
leadership through scouting. The funding will also be
used to establish new scout groups in the northern and
western growth corridors to boost participation of
young people facing disadvantage in Melbourne’s north
and west.
Scouts Victoria will also partner with multicultural
communities, including students and teachers from the
Australian International Academy of Education in
Coburg, to establish a scout group for young people in
the Muslim community. While scouts enjoy the proud
involvement of Muslim young people in Australia and
around the world, this is the first time in Australia that
scouts have partnered with an Islamic school.
The funding will help build the capacity of local
communities, parents, schools and volunteers by
providing tools and resources to promote greater
inclusion of diverse communities and participation of
young people. The funding will be provided over two
years and is part of the Labor government’s $8 million
commitment for a range of programs to benefit and
support young Victorians. I was also grateful to receive
a White Ribbon Day neckerchief today incorporating a
yellow band in memory of scout Luke Batty, reminding
us all of the impact that family violence can have on
children.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Volunteer firefighter cancer compensation
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — Last week I
was proud to join the shadow Minister for Emergency
Services, Brad Battin, the member for Gembrook in the
Assembly, to pledge to support volunteer firefighters
who contract cancer. On Tuesday Brad and I visited the
Mooroopna and Numurkah Country Fire Authority
stations to sign pledges for brigades in the Assembly
electorate of Shepparton, and on Thursday I visited the
Castlemaine fire station to sign pledges for brigades in
the Assembly electorate of Bendigo West. I am proud
to have added my name to the pledge to support
Country Fire Authority volunteers to achieve
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presumptive legislation that is fair for all Victorian
firefighters.

Shepparton Search and Rescue Squad
Ms LOVELL — On Sunday I was delighted to
attend the official opening of the new facilities at the
Shepparton Search and Rescue Squad headquarters.
The Liberal government provided a $100 000 volunteer
emergency services equipment program grant to build a
new storage facility for non-urgent response equipment
and a new administration area for the building. I was
proud to turn the first sod to mark the start of the
official construction last year, and it was great to return
on the weekend to see the completed facilities. I was
also delighted to present a national medal to
longstanding squad member Kim McKenna. Kim, who
has served as a member of the squad since 1998 and is
accredited in all search and rescue fields, is a worthy
recipient of the medal. The Shepparton Search and
Rescue Squad, under president Mike D’Elia, works
tirelessly across the Greater Shepparton region to keep
our community safe, and the former government was
committed to helping the squad continue this vital
work.
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Syrian refugee fundraiser
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — On
15 November I was invited by the Vietnamese
Community in Australia, Victorian chapter, to a very
special fundraiser for Syrian refugees. The thing that
struck me really profoundly during this day was when
they put up a set of photos, one of Vietnamese boat
people and one of Syrian boat people. There was no
difference; these are interchangeable communities. I
note the generosity of the Vietnamese community in
particular. They have been here for 40 years now, and
they understand exactly what the Syrians are going
through. They hope to have raised about $10 000 from
that fundraiser, and they will be donating that through
the United Nations, particularly through the children’s
fund.
I particularly want to thank Bon and Vivien and the
young people who are coming through the dual identity
leadership program, who are taking a fantastic position
in the community to organise events like this and assist
other young people. We should give them our
wholehearted gratitude on this issue.

Traffic congestion
Asia trade mission
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I rise to acknowledge that on
Sunday I returned from an overseas trade mission that
took me through Jakarta, Beijing, Shanghai and Seoul.
The trip was both a professional and a personal one. My
time in Beijing was marked by leading a Victorian
delegation as part of Austrade’s health and aged-care
trade mission. It was very successful, and it was
certainly eye-opening to me as it was my first visit to
greater China.
Apart from professional meetings, my time in Shanghai
was punctuated by the opportunity to visit the
birthplace of my mother as members of her family were
refugees from Nazi Germany, as I have had the
opportunity to talk about previously in this chamber. It
was emotional to visit the house, which is still
standing — indeed it is being protected by the local
government, the municipal authority of Shanghai —
and to be able to visit the Jewish museum, which is in
the old Jewish synagogue of Shanghai.
It was a deeply personal and emotional visit. Victorian
government staff in Shanghai generously provided me a
gift that talks about the experiences of young ladies in
Shanghai. I want to say thank you to them.

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — Last week I
found myself in the situation of having to drive from
the west to the east of our wonderful city. This is not a
journey I wish to repeat any time soon. I left home at
7.30 a.m., having heard on the radio that the
Tullamarine Freeway was blocked — not exactly an
unusual event these days. I decided I would follow the
route I had taken many years before when I was
working in Wantirna, and I thought that would get me
to where I was going very soon. Sadly, I was incredibly
wrong. The journey was absolutely horrific. It took me
2 hours to get to the Eastern Freeway. That is 2 hours
from Melbourne Airport, near where I live, to the
Eastern Freeway, and then of course I had to continue
on to Morwell to get to the meetings I had to attend.
It is just extraordinary that this is the greatest
achievement of the Andrews government in its first
year — that it has allowed traffic congestion to get to
the point where it takes 2 hours to get across the city of
Melbourne at a cost of somewhere in the vicinity of
$1 billion in taxpayer dollars. Labor governments of
years gone by sent the state broke by building major
projects; the Andrews government has plunged
Victoria into debt by stopping one. The scrapping of
the east–west link is an outrageous attack on Victoria.
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PolArt 2015 Melbourne
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) — I rise to
pay tribute to the participants and organisers of the
13th national Polish arts festival, PolArt 2015
Melbourne, which I was honoured to attend on behalf
of the Minister for Multicultural Affairs. The Polish
community has made an immeasurable contribution to
Australia, its society and its culture. There are an
estimated 50 000 Polish Australians living in Victoria.
A significant number of people of Polish descent, who
arrived as refugees and migrants after the Second
World War, live in my electorate, particularly in
St Albans and Sunshine.
As the Premier noted, PolArt is the largest festival of its
kind outside Poland. For the first time in its history, the
festival is opening with a 35-day fringe program in and
around Melbourne that will give attendees a taste of
what is on offer during the main 8-day festival. After
40 years of PolArt, it is fantastic to see such an event
being held in Melbourne. I was lucky enough to attend
the opening day at Federation Square on 15 November,
where we were treated to the best in Polish music, food,
dance and visual art.
I pay tribute to a number of people who organised the
event: Mr Jan Szuba, the president of PolArt; Mr Pawel
Milewski, the Polish ambassador; Dr George Luk, the
Polish Consul General; Marian Pawlik, president of the
Polish Community Council of Victoria; and of course
Magda Szubanski, a proud Polish Australian and an
ambassador for PolArt 2015.

Terrorist attacks
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) — The
13 November terrorist attacks on Paris were horrific,
leaving 129 dead and many more injured. The day
after, in Syria, another 129 people were killed as a
result of terrorist activities. Since the Syrian civil war
began in 2011, over 250 000 people have been killed,
with estimates even up to and over 300 000. The attack
on France has hit a nerve for us. Perhaps it is because,
as the City of Light, Paris is a cultural beacon, a
component of the zeitgeist deemed beyond the touch of
such abominable behaviour.
However, in our haste to support our bons amis let us
not forget the others who have suffered in similar
attacks. The bombing of a Russian jet on 31 October
killed 224 passengers. The bombings in Beirut on
12 November killed 43 people and injured 200 more.
The roadside bomb blasts in Baghdad on 13 November
killed at least 26 people and injured 60 more. Like
Paris, these assaults were claimed by Daesh and
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represent an attack on safety, freedom and peace, with
ramifications worldwide. If Paris deserves our flag at
half-mast, so do Beirut, Baghdad and the others harmed
by Daesh. Let us not pick and choose based on cultural
familiarity. We are all human, and when they hurt, we
hurt.

Act@Work
Ms FITZHERBERT (Southern Metropolitan) — I
recently made a visit with Mr Morris to Women’s
Health Grampians in Ballarat. It was a pleasure to meet
with Darlene Henning-Marshall and Marianne Hendron
to discuss the work they do at the centre. I focus in
particular on Act@Work, which is a program run by
Women’s Health Grampians that addresses some of the
underlying factors that contribute to domestic violence.
This program was funded by the Department of Justice
under the previous government and is work done in
partnership with other local organisations, including the
City of Ballarat, to help organisations in the Central
Highlands region.
Act@Work focuses on encouraging employees to
know sexism, discrimination and violence against
women, to develop an understanding and awareness of
the costs of this kind of behaviour and to develop skills
in individuals and workplaces to take action against the
occurrence of sexism, discrimination and violence
against women. This program was strongly supported
by the local community through word of mouth. It
gained a number of new participants because it worked
and was appreciated. It is unfortunately part of the raft
of anti-domestic violence measures whose funding has
not been continued by the government. There are a
range of programs like Act@Work that have been
discontinued, and it is an appalling shame that the
government has let go of the kind of work that is
making a practical difference in regional communities
around our state.

Sultanate of Oman
Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — I recently
had the honour of representing the Premier of Victoria,
the Honourable Daniel Andrews, at the celebration of
the 45th national day of the Sultanate of Oman and the
birthday of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said. This
event provided an opportunity to reflect on Oman’s
long and proud history — a history of centuries-old
values and traditions maintained during a time of
unprecedented national growth and development. In
just over four decades Oman has achieved so much
across the fields of business, infrastructure, education,
health and diplomatic relations.
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As a special adviser to the Premier of Victoria on trade
and business development in the Middle East, I was
delighted to join my parliamentary colleagues on
26 October to welcome His Excellency Yahya Al-Jabri
and an accompanying delegation from Duqm Special
Economic Zone. This is a significant project on the east
coast of Oman and presents an important opportunity
for Victoria and the Omani government to work
together to further develop the relationship between our
two nations, particularly in the areas of trade, tourism
and education. The delegation did an outstanding job in
showcasing and promoting the project and in
highlighting its importance in diversifying the economy
of the Sultanate of Oman. I take this opportunity to
thank the consulate of Oman for the support it provides
to the Omani community in Victoria and Australia and
for its commitment to building a strong relationship
between our two nations.

Terrorist attacks
Ms SPRINGLE (South Eastern Metropolitan) — In
the same light as the President and Ms Patten, I take
this opportunity as the Victorian Greens spokesperson
for multicultural affairs to formally acknowledge the
pain, the suffering and the tragic loss of so many people
in terrorist attacks on civilians during the past fortnight.
We are particularly familiar with the attacks in Paris
and Mali and their almost incomprehensible losses of
life. There have also been deadly attacks in Beirut, Iraq,
Nigeria, Israel and Cameroon. In response we have
seen the best and the worst of humanity. After Paris we
saw the public grief, the calls for peace and the calls to
resist the vengeful responses that can only make things
worse by perpetuating the cycle of violence, but we
have also seen the politics of exclusion, the closure of
borders, protests against Islam and, almost
unbelievably, calls for the registration of Muslims.
The Reclaim Australia rallies over the weekend were
also misguided, because they buy into the logic of
terrorism, which is all about fear and division. Reclaim
Australia sees Muslim Australians as the problem rather
than seeing our multiculturalism as the solution.
Blaming Muslims for the terrorism of ISIS makes as
much sense as blaming Catholics for the terrorism of
the Irish Republican Army. In the wake of such horrific
terror we must stand in unqualified support for
Victoria’s successful multiculturalism and for the right
of all people of all religions and of no religion to
participate fully in the Victorian and Australian
community.
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Regional development
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — I was utterly
disappointed with the government’s regional statement.
To wait until the seventh month of this government to
receive the Brumby report, which is a review into
regional development, was quite remarkable, but to
then wait another four and a half months before the
government was able to release its own response is
quite staggering. To have a new name for the statewide
committee structure — which will now be known as
partnerships as opposed to Regional Development
Australia committees — is about the biggest change
being brought forward. To move from five government
regions to nine is a decision that could have been made
in one day.
The report also takes coalition programs like Go
Goldfields in Maryborough and trumpets them as if
Labor had something to do with them, but we all know
that Labor refused to fund Go Goldfields prior to 2010.
How many times does the glossy document mention the
fact that Labor is ‘getting on with it’? It has taken the
government a year to do absolutely nothing. To say that
Labor is putting the government back to work begs the
question: where has it been for the last 12 months? If
members opposite are putting the government back to
work and are proudly bragging about it, what have they
been doing?
The document is also incredibly naive about the manner
in which Regional Development Victoria has been
operating over the terms of the coalition government
and the previous Labor government. It had a business
engagement division that was able to build really strong
and genuine relationships with the business sector to
enable the state’s major employers to understand
exactly what was going to help them grow their
enterprises and grow the employee base. Unfortunately
the government has opted for a highly political
response that has exposed it as having no idea how
Regional Development Victoria was serving the people
of regional Victoria in the recent past.

Sultanate of Oman
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — On
20 November I was pleased to attend the 45th national
day celebrations of the Sultanate of Oman. The
reception was hosted by His Excellency the Consul
General of the Sultanate of Oman, Dr Hamed Al Alawi,
and Mrs Rahma Al Alawi. There were several
parliamentary colleagues also in attendance, and it was
a very enjoyable occasion. The Consul General and his
wife are very gracious, and they made everyone most
welcome on their national day of celebration.
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Lebanon independence day

Geelong Library and Heritage Centre

Mr ELASMAR — On another matter, on Friday,
23 November, I attended the 72nd anniversary of the
independence day of Lebanon. The event was, as usual,
held at the Brighton town hall. This very special event
was hosted by the Consul General of Lebanon, His
Excellency Ghassan El Khatib. This is an event close to
my heart, and as usual I enjoyed the company of my
parliamentary colleagues from this and the other
chamber together with my fellow Australian Lebanese
friends who regularly celebrate the independence of
Lebanon in Melbourne.

Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — It was with
great pleasure that I attended the official opening in
Geelong of the Geelong Library and Heritage Centre
last Friday. This beautiful six-storey,
6000-square-metre egg-shaped architecturally designed
dome is full of 1000 print, multimedia and heritage
items; a heritage centre repository; a reading room;
wi-fi and high-speed internet access; high-end digital
technology with video walls, gaming machines,
computers, smart tables and virtual reality technics;
community spaces; lifelong learning programs; hearing
loops; audio books; digital magnifiers; screen readers;
and of course books, books and more books. The six
floors have magnificent views of Johnstone Park and
Corio Bay, and the green and blue landscapes provide
serenity to the dome and complement the heritage
architecture in the area.

Melbourne Metro rail project
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — Today I
want to talk about the impact of the new Melbourne
Metro rail project on parts of South Yarra and the
Assembly electorate of Prahran. We now are very
familiar with the government’s decision to remove
South Yarra station from the metro rail project, so
ensuring that the Pakenham and Cranbourne lines will
not connect. We are aware also of the impact on
Fawkner Park, with an admission by the government
that not only drilling machines but tunnel boring
machines will likely enter Fawkner Park, that spoil will
be stored there and further that a depot for heavy
earthmoving equipment will be established at Fawkner
Park.
We now know, as letters have gone out, that a number
of properties beyond those that are slated for acquisition
will also be at risk. It is now clear that properties that
overlay the route of the tunnel will be impacted. They
include a number of heritage buildings that are directly
over the proposed line. The government has made it
clear that places such as Davis Avenue — if I could
pick one example, but there are a number of others that
I could pick — will be impacted. I can indicate to the
chamber that I and others will be watching very closely
to make sure that the heritage of South Yarra and the
areas there is protected.
Mr Drum interjected.
Mr DAVIS — Not only in that street, Mr Drum, but
the whole sweep, particularly between it and Fawkner
Park.
We know also that the government is toying with the
idea of value capture, with levies and charges to capture
additional taxes to pay for its metro tunnel proposal.
These will need to be examined very closely to ensure
that the community is getting value for money.

Congratulations go to ARM Architecture, which took
inspiration from the dome shape of reading rooms in
great libraries right across the world and complemented
the building with environmental design features
achieving a 5-star green rating. Congratulations must
also go to the drivers of the project, particularly past
mayors John Mitchell followed by Keith Fagg, and the
current mayor, Darryn Lyons. I also want to
acknowledge Cr Andy Richards, the chair of Geelong
libraries, for his role in pursuing this project, as well as
Patti Manolis, the CEO of the library and heritage
centre, and many others.
The $45.5 million centre had strong bipartisan support,
with the federal government contributing $10 million,
the state government $15 million — it was great to see
Ted Baillieu there on the day — and the City of Greater
Geelong $20.5 million. The legacy of those who
worked so hard will be the generations of children who
will use the centre as a community hub to learn with
literature and innovation.

Phillip Island
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) — Last week I had the
pleasure of meeting Phillip Island Nature Parks CEO
Matthew Jackson and taking a tour of the wonderful
nature parks we have in my electorate. They are a
unique and wonderful tourism asset for our state. I was
interested to learn that 37 per cent of international and
interstate travellers visit Victoria specifically to see the
penguin parade. There are 1.2 million visitors to the
nature parks annually. Matthew spoke to me about the
hard work that has gone into habitat restoration,
eradication of weeds and also the wiping out of the
foxes which had previously caused havoc on the island.
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The nature parks are home to the penguin parade, the
Koala Conservation Centre, Churchill Island and the
Nobbies. While in government the coalition provided
$1.2 million to fund the Nobbies and Summerland
Peninsula tourism expansion. This funding went
towards establishing a World Wide Fund for Nature
state-of-the-art interactive and interpretive display and a
new eco boat tour located at Cowes. The multimedia
Antarctic Journey will open at the end of next month,
which is exciting. I am sure that this additional tourist
attraction will add value to the local economy.
The nature parks are hoping to secure funding to assist
in building a new world-class visitors centre. The
current centre averages 2000 visitors a day. I hope this
state government can come to the table and invest in
this significant tourism asset that we have in Victoria.

Ballarat rail services
Mr MORRIS (Western Victoria) — With the first
anniversary of the Andrews Labor government fast
approaching, it is timely to reflect upon the impact this
government is having on Victoria, and by anyone’s
account the impact of this government has been
devastating. Just one example in Ballarat is the
disastrous effect that Labor has had on the Ballarat train
service. Under the coalition government the Ballarat
trains were a bit like a good football umpire — nobody
really noticed them. Trains ran on time, and commuters
and casual train travellers were able to enjoy a
comfortable journey to Melbourne on a seat. Now train
travellers are forced to stand, many both to and from
work, in dangerously overcrowded carriages, with
people and bags everywhere all over the carriage. As
one regular commuter pointed out to me recently, if the
carriage were a workplace, the union would have shut it
down due to it being an unsafe worksite because of trip
hazards.
Not only are the carriages dangerously overcrowded,
but an FOI request has found that over half of all
Ballarat trains between 20 June and 27 August ran
late — 144 services were either late leaving Ballarat or
late arriving in Melbourne, for a total of more than
121⁄2 hours of wasted commuter time. And the minister,
Jacinta Allan, has pledged to do nothing until next year
at the earliest. Shame!

FAMILY VIOLENCE
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Elasmar) —
Order! I have received the following invitation to
members of the Legislative Council to hear an address
by Ms Rosie Batty:
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The Legislative Assembly has agreed to the following
resolution:
(1) the Legislative Assembly invites members of the
Legislative Council to attend in the Legislative
Assembly chamber on Thursday, 26 November 2015, at
10.30 a.m. to hear an address by Ms Rosie Batty;
(2) the lower public gallery on the non-government side of
the house is taken to be part of the Legislative Assembly
chamber for the duration of the address to provide
additional seating for members of the Legislative
Council; and
(3) the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly will chair the
address, and the conduct of proceedings will be in
accordance with the standing and sessional orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

Mr Ondarchie — On a point of order, Acting
President, I thank you for the advice about what is
happening on Thursday. We on this side of the chamber
take the whole family violence issue very seriously. It
seems that this opportunity being afforded to the
Legislative Council is for some 15 minutes to listen to
Ms Batty address the Parliament, while I understand a
number of speakers associated with this very important
family violence issue will address the Legislative
Assembly on that day. To afford members of the
Legislative Council only 15 minutes of that day seems
highly inappropriate. I suggest that the Council resolve
that we participate in the whole proceedings, not just
the 15 minutes that are being offered to us.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Elasmar) —
Order! I have listened to Mr Ondarchie’s point of order.
Unfortunately this is something for the Legislative
Assembly, and my advice is that if the member has any
issue, he should raise it with the President.

PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS
The Clerk — I have received the following letter
dated 24 November from the Attorney-General headed
‘Production of documents — documents provided to
the Department of Economic Development, Jobs,
Transport and Resources pursuant to consultancy
contracts’:
I refer to the Legislative Council’s resolution of 19 August
2015 seeking the production of:
Any reports, briefings, presentations or analysis
provided to the Department of Economic Development,
Jobs, Transport and Resources pursuant to the following
contracts as identified on the tenders.vic.gov.au
website —
1)

Contract 338524 with the Boston Consulting
Group Pty Ltd; and

2)

Contract 335886 with KPMG.
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I also refer to my letter to you of 31 August 2015, advising
that the government required additional time to respond to the
resolution.
The government has conducted a thorough and diligent search
to identify the documents that may be relevant to the
Council’s resolution.
I enclose with this letter the identified documents. Some of
the enclosed documents contain personal information, such as
the names of individuals. In the interests of personal privacy,
these details have been excluded.

Tabled with that letter is a schedule of documents
produced and the documents themselves.

STATE TAXATION ACTS FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL 2015
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 November; motion of
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State).
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern
Metropolitan) — I am pleased to rise this afternoon to
make some comments on the State Taxation Acts
Further Amendment Bill 2015. Having legislation of
this nature before the house is relatively common for
the Parliament. Over the course of any 12-month period
the Parliament typically deals with two or three state
taxation amendment bills, quite often in the context of
the budget cycle — the need for taxation legislation to
be amended to reflect a budget decision or a decision
coincident with the budget update at the end of the
calendar year — and from time to time legislation is
brought forward, as this legislation has been, to deal
with technical amendments to the suite of taxation
legislation in the state. This bill deals with a number of
pieces of legislation. It amends the Duties Act 2000, it
amends the Payroll Tax Act 2007 and it amends the
Valuation of Land Act 1960. I will come to each of
those discrete matters in a moment.
It is worth reflecting that the last time this house dealt
with legislation to amend state taxation legislation was
the establishment of the Back to Work scheme in the
first half of this calendar year. The Back to Work
scheme was this government’s signature policy with
respect to driving economic activity, with respect to
driving — —
Mr Mulino — That’s a bit of a stretch.
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS — I take up the interjection
from the parliamentary secretary — —
Mr Dalidakis — It’s unruly. Don’t do it.
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Mr RICH-PHILLIPS — I take up the interjection
from the Parliamentary Secretary for Treasury and
Finance, who says to describe the Back to Work
scheme as the centrepiece of the government’s
economic policy is a bit of a stretch. That was not what
the government was saying when we dealt with that
legislation six months ago and were being told that this
$100 million commitment by the government would
create 100 000 full-time jobs over two years. That is
12 500 jobs a quarter that were going to be created by
the Back to Work scheme.
At the time this house considered that legislation it was
the collective wisdom of this house that that legislation
should be amended to include some reporting
requirements and that it was appropriate, given the
commitment of $100 million by the government to that
policy, that there be a reporting framework put in place
in relation to the Back to Work scheme. We saw at that
time a bit of resistance from the government to having a
reporting regime around the Back to Work scheme, but
nonetheless the Legislative Council persisted with
inserting a reporting regime around the Back to Work
scheme, and we have now seen the first report released
under that reporting regime. We have seen — —
Mr Barber — How many jobs?
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS — ‘How many jobs?’,
Mr Barber asks. The policy — 100 000 full-time jobs
over two years — requires the creation of 12 500 jobs
per quarter. The target is 12 500 jobs per quarter. There
is a $100 million investment to create 12 500 jobs per
quarter. Mr Barber rightly asks what has been achieved
according to the first quarterly report. I can inform
Mr Barber that there have been 164 full-time jobs
created against a target of 12 500. For the investment of
$100 million by this government and against a target of
12 500 for the quarter we have seen 164 jobs created in
the first quarter of that policy. I can understand the
Parliamentary Secretary for Treasury and Finance
saying that it is a bit of a stretch to describe this as a
central plank of the government’s economic policy, and
I think — —
Mr Mulino — On a point of order, Acting
President, of relevance. I feel that verballing me in such
an outrageous fashion surely cannot be relevant to
anything other than a bill on verballing.
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS — On the point of order,
Acting President, I was merely responding to the
interjection from the Parliamentary Secretary for
Treasury and Finance.
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Mr Dalidakis — On the point of order, Acting
President, the standing orders are very clear, and, as
you would well know, it is unruly to accept an
interjection. Mr Rich-Phillips was warned not to accept
the interjection but chose to do so. As such he then
verballed the member, and the member is entirely
within his rights to seek a ruling from you asking that
Mr Rich-Phillips choose not to use Parliament in such a
way.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Elasmar) —
Order! I have heard the point of order, and I have heard
the opposition as well. My point of view at this stage is
that Mr Rich-Phillips is to continue and to ignore
interjections.
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS — I am surprised at the
sensitivity of the government and its not wanting to talk
about what was its centrepiece policy, but I will move
on. I will move on from the Back to Work scheme,
which was put in place by the last piece of state tax
legislation the house dealt with earlier this year, to look
at the overall performance on full-time jobs. This was
the centrepiece of the government’s commitment —
creating 100 000 full-time jobs.
Putting aside the 164 jobs created by the Back to Work
scheme, we have seen across the state over the life of
this government — which, including the 6 months
before Back to Work was put in place, is almost
12 months — the loss of 7800 full-time jobs. There are
now 7800 fewer Victorians in full-time work than there
were 12 months ago under the previous government. To
put this in context, in case this is seen as an aberration
or reflective of conditions across Australia, in the same
period of time we have seen some 84 000 full-time jobs
created in New South Wales. The New South Wales
government can create 84 000 full-time jobs in
12 months — in 2015 — whereas the government here
in Victoria has overseen the loss of 7800 full-time jobs,
despite committing $100 million to creating some
full-time jobs.
We have also seen an interesting deterioration in the
position of the budget. When the Parliament last sat,
the annual financial report for the state of Victoria for
the 2014–15 financial year was tabled, and we saw in
that annual report the extraordinary circumstance of
the Auditor-General producing a qualified audit
statement and, in that qualified audit statement,
fundamentally disagreeing with the presentation of
the accounts. This was not a disagreement about
esoteric accounting issues; this was a disagreement
with the fundamental bottom line of the state
accounts for the 2014–15 financial year. It involved
the Auditor-General saying that in fact the state
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budget was in deficit for the 2014–15 financial year
to the tune of $286 million. At the same time we had
seen an increase in net state debt of $1.1 billion.
I have to say it is a pretty substantial achievement for a
government in six months to turn a surplus budget into
a $286 million deficit, increasing net state debt by
$1.1 billion, at the same time as cutting the state’s
capital investment program. It has been an
extraordinary six months of the financial year for this
government in respect of that report and the subsequent
four months we have seen with the Back to Work
scheme, which is the key platform of this government.
This really puts in context this government’s approach
to economic matters.
The bill the house is dealing with this afternoon is a
quite straightforward one. It is not a bill that seeks to
change the taxation regime of the state. In fact, as I said
at the outset, it makes some technical amendments to
statute with respect to the Duties Act 2000. It updates
the definition of ‘cattle’ to include reference to bison. I
understand this is consistent with the Livestock Disease
Control Act 1994. The inclusion of bison in the
definition of ‘cattle’ is appropriate, and maintaining
consistency in key definitions between the Duties Act
and the Livestock Disease Control Act is an appropriate
step in respect of this amendment and one that the
coalition welcomes. Likewise we see an update to the
definition of ‘new entrant’ in respect of the Payroll Tax
Act 2007 and exemptions for certain employees in
relation to registered training organisations.
The other significant amendment that the bill seeks to
put in place relates to the Valuation of Land Act 1960
with respect to the cycle for land valuation undertaken
by local government. Those valuations, which are done
on a biennial basis, not only support valuations for
council purposes — for the basis of ratings and the
setting of council budgets — but also feed into the
assessment for the purposes of land tax at the state level
and feed through to the State Revenue Office.
As a consequence of the changed way in which local
government undertakes its budgeting, producing
budgets by 30 June, the opportunity has been taken
with this legislation to bring forward by three months
the timing of the valuation cycle undertaken by local
government. We know this will take effect with the
2018 valuation cycle rather than the 2016 valuation
cycle, which will give local government the opportunity
to put in place the appropriate arrangements for that
earlier three-month valuation cycle, and our
understanding is that that is largely consistent with the
practice undertaken by local government now in any
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case. But this amendment to the Valuation of Land Act
will enshrine that as the practice required in the future.
The amendments in this legislation are quite minor. The
bill is unusual to the extent that these amendments are
not being made alongside a taxation change, which is
usually the way in which these tidy-up amendments are
done. They are being done as a stand-alone bill. The
coalition does not oppose these amendments.
Mr Dalidakis — Sorry, what? You support the bill?
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS — Does not oppose these
amendments, Mr Dalidakis.
Ms Shing interjected.
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS — Perhaps that is something
to be considered in committee, Ms Shing.
The coalition does not oppose this legislation, but I note
the context in which it is being considered by this
house — the context of the appalling record this
government has on delivering its signature policy:
$100 million for 100 000 new jobs — resulting in 164
in total in the first quarter, the loss of 7800 full-time
jobs over the life of this government and being the first
government in more than 15 years to plunge this state
back into deficit.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — The
measures contained in this bill are well covered by the
minister’s second-reading speech and the remarks of
the lead speaker for the opposition. Therefore we do not
want to labour the point. The Greens will be supporting
this bill.
Mr MULINO (Eastern Victoria) — I rise to speak
in support of the State Taxation Acts Further
Amendment Bill 2015, but before doing so I will make
a couple of very brief observations on what
Mr Rich-Phillips calls the context within which we are
discussing this bill. I think ‘context’ is a euphemism for
Mr Rich-Phillips having stayed up all night to trawl
through and try to find anything negative to raise in the
introduction to his speech. He must have spent all night
finding those little, tangential, out-of-context tidbits that
he found. It was really quite an impressive research
feat. I will not go on at length, because we have got all
day tomorrow to go into this issue, having seen the
motions that the opposition has foolishly put up, but I
want to put a couple of facts on the table.
One is gross domestic product growth across the
various states from the previous year. This is the most
comprehensive measure of overall economic
performance. It is worth noting that Victoria has
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become the fastest growing economy on the eastern
seaboard. I will quote a couple of sentences from the
Age as recently as a couple of days ago. This is the first
time since 2008 that Victoria has grown faster than
New South Wales. In all four years of the previous
government, it was not able to achieve that. That is
worth putting on the record, and it is worth quoting the
Age to say, ‘The performance is all the more
remarkable’ — remarkable performance — given that
just a year ago in the lead-up to the last state election,
under the management of the previous government,
‘Victoria recorded anaemic economic growth of just
1 per cent’. I know I am getting into technical
terminology here, but for the record it is worth putting
out there that, in terms of context, anaemic is not a good
thing when it comes to the economy. There are some
contexts perhaps where anaemic is good, but certainly
not here.
The second fact worth putting on the record is that
business confidence is way up, which is a vote of
confidence from that part of the economy which is
going to drive jobs growth. Speaking of jobs growth,
unemployment is way down — over a percentage point
down and trending down. When it comes to the context,
this government feels it is on very solid ground. That is
something we can explore in more detail tomorrow.
At the beginning of this speech I want to say a word of
congratulations to the State Revenue Office, which won
a couple of very significant awards recently for its
website. Today we are talking about measures that go
towards the efficiency, ability and workability of the tax
system. The website of course is critical to that in a
modern economy. Recently, with its relaunched
website, the State Revenue Office won 12 national
recognition awards. First it won the award for best
government website and then the McFarlane Prize for
the best overall website, which meant that it was
competing against both private and public entities. That
is a national award and is worth putting on the record. It
is worth congratulating government agencies when they
achieve well.
This bill makes what one might call three tranches of
amendments. The first is an amendment to the Duties
Act 2000 to include bison in the definition of ‘cattle’.
That will bring into alignment the operation of the
Livestock Diseases Control Act 1994 with the Duties
Act so that duties can be raised for compensation that
might be payable to the owners of bison. In research I
undertook for this speech, it was pointed out to me that
the Latin term for bison is Bubalus bubalis. Bison,
currently not included within the definition, are now
going to be included, and the compensation regime will
be aligned with the way those duties are raised.
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It is also worth noting that the other major tranche of
reforms is to the Payroll Tax Act 2007, which will be
amended to update the definition of ‘new entrant’ for
the purposes of the payroll tax exemption. This will
remove a redundant definition currently in the act. That
is important as part of the government’s overall reform
agenda to encourage the training sector and is an
important reform.
Finally, we also have a set of reforms that affect the
Valuation of Land Act 1960. For example, these will
clarify that the valuer-general must provide a
supplementary valuation. They will also introduce a
new provision to specify an apportionment method, and
as the previous speaker mentioned, they will also
clarify the timing mechanism by which reassessments
are paid. This is critical, given the changes in the
budgeting schedule which were made by acts of the
previous government which brought the budgeting
timetable back to 30 June as opposed to 30 August. It is
important therefore that the reassessment timetable is
brought into line with that and that those are made by
30 April as opposed to 30 June.
This bill clarifies a number of provisions and also
inserts a number of provisions in the Duties Act, the
Payroll Tax Act and the Valuation of Land Act in line
with other related bills. The efficiency of the tax system
is in part about its administrative efficiency and in part
also about the reliability of the tax system. It is in part
about people being confident in practices and knowing
that practices are supported by clear legislation. That is
what this bill will do in a raft of areas, and therefore it is
important that it be passed. I commend this bill to the
house.
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coalition in early November last year in the lead-up to
the election. The concept of buying out the commercial
netting licences within Corio Bay with a view to
creating an even better recreational fishing experience
for the future was something that the coalition put
forward as part — and as only one part, not as the
whole of the policy — of its Better Bays plan.
The Better Bays plan was a holistic policy that had a
range of elements to it that when combined were going
to deliver an amazing project. To start, this was a
$65 million proposal by the coalition, delivered under
the leadership of the Minister for Agriculture at the
time, Peter Walsh, the member for Murray Plains in the
Assembly, and the $65 million was split across a range
of areas. At the centre of it was the phasing out of the
commercial netting licences within Corio Bay and also
in Port Phillip Bay. As part of this, $20.5 million was
going to be invested in a whole range of bike paths
around Port Phillip Bay. Once we built on the beauty of
the bay and were actually using it as a true asset for
Melbourne, the next phase was to build bike paths to
bring the people to the bay.
Another aspect of the policy was a $16.7 million
investment in the health of the bay to improve issues
such as erosion and marine pests, with work also to be
done to minimise litter in and around the bay. These
were a couple of major investments in both the amenity
around the bay and the health of the bay. There was
also going to be $14.3 million invested in access to and
from the fishing pontoons and platforms, and the
various piers. Again, there would have been further
investment in that area, as well as an investment in surf
lifesaving clubs and beach patrols to the tune of
$3 million.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

FISHERIES AMENDMENT BILL 2015
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 November; motion of
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State).
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — It is with
pleasure that I speak on the Fisheries Amendment Bill
2015. As we know, this bill was put forward by the

These projects were all aimed at increasing the asset,
which is Port Phillip Bay, and improving the amenity
we all love by making it much easier for people to
access the bay and surrounds. It is important to note that
we were also going to fix up some of the piers and boat
ramps to make it easier for people to get their boats in
and out of the water, which at the end of a long day of
fishing can be a very traumatic and trying experience.
As I said earlier, it was a holistic plan aimed at trying to
make Port Phillip Bay the jewel in the crown for
recreational fishers and trying to make it grow even
further in its status as a fishing mecca for Victoria. We
looked also at ways we could further improve the
amount of polluted run-off stormwater that pours into
Port Phillip Bay, and we had an opportunity for
improvements in trailer parking.
You can see that nearly every one of the aspects
associated with Port Phillip Bay — the health of the
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bay itself, bike tracks, improved car parking and boat
access, fishing platforms and pontoons, fewer
commercial fishers and more fish for the recreational
fishers — was in the holistic policy the coalition was
keen to take to the last election because, and we must
never lose sight of this, the recreational fishing industry
is an enormous industry.

commercial fishery licences in Port Phillip Bay for
eight of those licence-holders. They will be able to
operate from 2022 onwards. Under the proposed
legislation these 43 licence-holders will be able to begin
handing back their licences from 1 July next year. The
bill contains powers for the secretary of the department
to cancel licences that are not surrendered by 2022.

Recreational fishing has an amazing degree of wealth
associated with it. Some of the figures which I will read
out now really are quite astounding. I am sure many
Victorians would not be aware that there is $7.1 billion
in indirect and direct output, including $2.6 billion in
direct output. There is a $3.9 billion value-added
industry associated with recreational fishing, and we
have nearly 34 000 combined direct and indirect
full-time equivalent jobs associated with the
recreational fishing industry, of which over 16 000 are
direct jobs.

The bill sets out the method by which the compensation
will be paid to the licence-holders. For that purpose the
government has set aside $27 million, and the
opposition believes there is ample room for that to be
improved. The compensation formally outlined in the
bill comprises a fixed amount plus another amount
linked to the catch value over the five-year survey
period. The fixed amount comprises $310 000 — that
is, the market value for the licences as assessed by the
Victorian valuer-general. An amount of $75 000 will
also be able to be paid for equipment, and there will be
a greater incentive for those who exit earlier than the
final deadline of April 2022. The fixed amount of
$385 000 will decrease by 10 per cent every year from
April 2017.

These figures show that this industry is the employer of
many families; the breadwinning occupation of many
families is associated with recreational fishing. It also
highlights that it is a large part of the Victorian
economy. Figures here show that the average adult
fisher spends up to $326 — and that is excluding the
boat purchase — when they go out to fish. That mainly
goes into food, accommodation and transport to and
from. That makes us more aware of what a very
important industry the recreational fishing industry is.
The coalition announced a commitment to end netting
as one aspect of its policy in early November last year
and allocated $20 million as a starting figure to get this
project underway and work out how we were going to
complete the buyback. I know the former minister,
Mr Walsh, spoke to over 1000 people at Geelong and
stated very clearly that if we could do it more quickly,
we would do so, but that we would certainly have the
whole thing done inside 10 years. Certainly there was
every intention for it to be done more quickly.
We committed to providing a fair and equitable exit
strategy for licence-holders and phasing the buyback in
a way that would minimise the impacts on the
licence-holders. We did not want to see a long,
drawn-out process that was going to create a whole
range of uncertainties and prolong the agony of the
commercial fishers, who are going to be uncertain as to
their future as this policy goes through to fruition.
This bill proposes amendments to the Fisheries Act
1995. Effectively it phases out net fishing in Corio Bay
by 2018 and in Port Phillip Bay by 2022. There are
43 existing commercial fishing licence-holders in that
area, and this bill makes provision for eight non-netting

The bill introduces a provision for existing
licence-holders to lodge their interest in retaining a
licence for non-netting fishing from 2022 onwards and
outlines the process that will be followed to allocate a
maximum of eight non-net licences that can operate
from beyond that date. One of the questions the
opposition will be asking the minister to clarify in the
committee stage is: when will those eight
licence-holders be told they are going to be successful
in their application for a line fishing or non-net licence?
We are hopeful that in the committee stage the minister
will be able to clarify for everybody when that process
will take place and when those licence-holders will
actually be informed that they will have a licence
beyond 2022.
As I have already said, this bill is the doing of the
coalition government. The coalition government had
this policy in place and out on the ground for some
three weeks before the Labor Party came on board and
copied parts of it. There was a significant difference in
the way in which the two major sides of politics went at
this, with the $65 million betterment-of-the-bay
commitment by the coalition versus this $20 million —
which has now turned into $27 million — which is
simply a buyback and leaves the rest of the bay as it is.
The Labor Party has since moved to the Target One
Million, which is simply an aspirational number. It is
somehow trying to grow the number of recreational
fishers out to 1 million by a time way into the future.
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The opposition also understands and acknowledges that
this legislation is going to have some significant
impacts — significantly negative impacts — on
commercial fishing interests, and that is why we want
to make sure the government enters into what we
consider to be a fair negotiation for compensation for
these people. Seafood Industry Victoria has indicated
that it does not believe the compensation currently on
offer is adequate. This is based on a comparison with
the compensation package paid to licence-holders who
exited the industry from Western Port Bay. Those
netting licences were brought back, which was
previously determined under section 61 of the Fisheries
Act 1995. My understanding is that Seafood Industry
Victoria is going to continue to appeal to the minister
for further consideration of those compensation
packages.
Seafood Industry Victoria has also raised questions as
to how this compensation lump sum will be dealt with
for tax purposes. The opposition expects the Victorian
government to work with these individual businesses to
ensure that none of them that are able to accept these
lump sum payouts as a form of compensation for an
entire lifetime of earning are going to be hit with losing
a substantial part of that — or any of that, effectively —
in a straight up and down income tax take in any given
year.
As I have said, while the bill outlines the process
around the eight non-net licences, it does not stipulate
when that decision will be made. We would be very
keen for the minister to clarify when that decision will
be made regarding those licences into the future.
There is some concern among coalition members about
when the final exiting of Corio Bay will take place.
There has also been a fair amount of concern among
recreational fishers. They have been expressing their
concern and talking in terms of the fact that this being
in place to culminate in 2018 is simply setting this up to
be another political item in the lead-up to an election.
They have asked if the opposition would move an
amendment to simply bring this date forward by one
year. At this stage I would like to circulate that
amendment.
Opposition amendment circulated by Mr DRUM
(Northern Victoria) pursuant to standing orders.
Mr DRUM — The amendment is quite simple. It
relates to clause 5, page 3, line 31, and proposes to omit
the year ‘2018’ and insert ‘2017’. It would have the
purpose of bringing forward the date by exactly one
year, for faster resolution to a long-fought local issue. It
would deliver greater compensation to the Corio Bay
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licence-holders and bring it to them sooner. It would
also mean that we will not be dealing with this issue
again as we go into another election year. The issue
would simply have been dealt with.
We note the government’s advice that it is sharing
through its media channels that the consultation
indicates a minimal supply and pricing impact on the
majority of Victorians who purchase and consume fish.
The figure quoted by Fisheries Victoria is that the
current catch level from Port Phillip Bay accounts for
around 1 per cent of Victoria’s annual catch from all of
its fisheries. This statistic fits with other information
which shows that more than 70 per cent of seafood
consumed in Victoria today actually comes from
interstate or overseas fisheries.
It must be remembered that this measure does not
impact on the commercial fisheries outside the bay.
There is no impact, for example, on the abalone
fisheries, the rock lobster fisheries, the giant crab
fisheries or the trout and salmon fisheries, or squid,
calamari and shark. They are all already caught outside
the bay in state waters, and they will continue to be
caught in those waters, irrespective of this legislation.
Likewise it does not impact on the dive scallop fisheries
which operate in Port Phillip Bay or on the mussel and
oyster farms established in the waters off Portarlington
and Dromana Bay as well. What this legislation does
enable, however, is the setting up of the eight licences
for the longline fishers. They will continue to operate
within Port Phillip Bay after 2022, and we will see
some species currently caught in the bay being caught
by longline and hooks instead.
As I said, this has been put together because of what we
have looked at. We know it is a lot more than just bait
and rod sales; it is an activity that makes a significant
contribution to the retail sector. It is something that
employs many people in the boat industry and the
camping industry. It has huge impacts on recreational
spend, and some figures show an indirect and direct
combined output of over $7 billion and over
34 000 full-time equivalent jobs, both direct and
indirect, which certainly constitutes a significant part of
our economy. The projections looking forward are also
quite astounding, and when you look at a 20-year
model all of a sudden the net present value of the
recreational industry moves out to over $91 billion,
with $50.8 billion in added present value.
This is something the coalition put in place. We will
therefore be supporting what the government is doing
with this bill. We understand there are a range of
stakeholders in this industry. We implore the
government to negotiate a better and fairer
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compensation arrangement with these licence-holders,
and we expect the government to do that in good faith.
However, we will be supporting this on the back of the
strength of the recreational industry. We will be
supporting this industry. We will be supporting this bill.
We are hoping that Port Phillip Bay receives the
additional support the coalition had on the table that
seems to have gone missing under the Labor Party to
improve the bike paths, the parking areas and parking
facilities, the boat ramps — the loading ramps — the
pontoons, the piers and the fishing platforms to really
improve the health of the bay itself, along with dealing
with the weeds and pest species. To work on the bay’s
entirety is something we are very keen on, and we are
hoping that the government does a lot more than simply
buying out the commercial net licences. We hope it
actually invests in the bay to make it as good as it can
possibly be.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I am
really quite perturbed that it seems that the Labor,
Liberal and Nationals parties will be getting together to
all but eliminate an option for Victorian consumers who
love fish to have fresh, flavoursome, locally produced
and sustainable fish from Port Phillip Bay on the menu.
It is very disappointing that so few consumers of fish
here in Melbourne even understand that this is
happening.
This morning I was able to table in the house a petition
of 6635 signatures — collected in fairly short order —
involving all people in this industry, not just the
43 commercial fishing licensees but right up through
the whole value chain from wholesale to retail, fish
marketing, restaurants and consumers themselves as
well as 1000 or more signatures collected in various
other ways, including electronically, that were not able
to be tabled so far as part of that early tabling.
In the last few months, as regular fish lovers have
started to learn more about this proposal, I have been
struggling to explain to many of them why this is
happening. The question put in this bill is something
that should be receiving a great deal more scrutiny
before we even consider finalising the bill. It is for this
reason that I am proposing that the bill be referred to
one of our upper house committees. I have circulated a
copy of that motion to the other parties in the
Parliament.
There are many questions to be asked, but at the centre
of this bill is the proposition that if we get rid of
commercial fishing, there will be a greater volume of
larger fish to be caught by recreational fishers. If I
understand it, that is the central proposition. That alone
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should be something that is tested by this Parliament. I
am a consumer of fish and a recreational fisher myself.
There is nothing I would like more than to see a
growing and sustainable fishery, but there seems to be
almost no debate here about the share of the fishery that
should occur between commercial fishers and
recreational fishers, or for that matter by anybody who
loves eating fish. It is equally disappointing that some
of the research on the Corio Bay and Port Phillip Bay
fishery that has been initiated in recent years is only just
now starting to be published. In fact some of that
research just arrived in the last month or so. It was
funded by and out of the licence fees of recreational
fishers, and yet disappointingly that research has been
pushed to one side because the two old parties — the
coalition and Labor — made a promise to a group in
Geelong during the election, when the blood was
rushing to many people’s heads, and they got a
resounding cheer.
The bill is now before Parliament, and there will be no,
or very minimal, scrutiny of its provisions. It is simply
not possible to stand up during the committee stage of
the bill, using the entire resources of the chamber, and
start going through all the many questions, including
the science, the health of the fishery, the economics of
the two different calls on the resource and the social
impact on those who have been commercial fishers for,
in some cases, many generations and who have built up
a sense of craft and pride that goes along with it. For
that matter, there is the question of the different groups
in Victorian society and how they consume fish. Many
varieties of different fish that are hauled out of the bays
are served by different ethnic groups in different ways
according to their preferences. Some of us are learning
how to cook different types of fish that in the past most
of us thought were almost completely unpalatable. Now
they are being cooked and served up to us by our
multicultural communities. One of the great benefits of
multiculturalism is to learn about different people’s
cultures, which often starts with sitting down for a
meal.
It is very disappointing that we cannot consider the
totality of all those questions in a cool-headed way and
then consider whether some compromise could be
worked out. It is very disappointing, if the government
or the coalition parties are not willing to support my
motion calling for an inquiry, that politicians will not
have a chance to sit on a committee and hear from the
various groups themselves. Members would not hear
from me as a Greens MP bringing some of this material
before the Parliament, but they would hear it from the
people themselves, all of whom have a stake in this
industry. As I say, I am seeking to send the bill off to an

FISHERIES AMENDMENT BILL 2015
Tuesday, 24 November 2015

COUNCIL

inquiry, which could deal with it within a few months,
obviously with Christmas in between.
As it stands the Greens are opposed to this bill and will
be voting against it if it is pushed through the house
today. Assuming that we even get that far through the
second-reading debate, there are provisions in the bill
that relate to compensation, and I wonder whether the
43 commercial fishers are getting a fair deal out of this.
I would have thought that would be an area where the
coalition at least would be willing to provide the
microscope. If this were 43 land-based farmers who
were having their livelihoods taken away, coalition
MPs would be lined up like the Spartans at
Thermopylae, trying to defend to the last man those
43 farmers. In fact if it was 4 farmers, that is what they
would be doing. And yet at a stroke of a pen we are
going to get rid of an entire industry which even
environmental groups are willing to put a stamp on and
say is sustainable.
Acting President, you and I often have a lot to say about
a bunch of industries that are unsustainable and how we
would like to change them and in some cases eliminate
them. If we were talking about the native forest
woodchipping industry, for example, members of The
Nationals would have something to say about that!
What amazes me is that they are coming in here today
with the proposition of getting rid of a sustainable
industry based on natural resources. I am going to be
puzzling over that for a very long time. In fact the next
time coalition MPs rise in this chamber in defence of
another industry that depends on natural resources —
and we all as human beings ultimately depend on the
ecosystem for life support — it is going to be somewhat
more difficult for them to make those arguments.
In terms of a sustainable biomass, fishery is a
sustainable industry. In the absence of fish labelling
laws I cannot always be confident knowing where my
fish is coming from. If it is coming from overseas or
from another fishery, I do not know whether it was
farmed or caught, if it is the species I am being told it is
or which country it may have come from. But if I am
confident that it is Port Phillip Bay whiting or flathead
or snapper or, as I say for the preference of others,
everything from anchovies to mullet and the rest of it,
then it is about as sustainable as you are going to get.
And you can be as confident as you are going to get
that we are acting sustainably.
I understand that a whole range of matters have been
put to me in relation to seagrass and in relation to
bycatch, but it has been very hard to get any evidence
apart from ‘Trust us; we know; we’re out there’ from
the recreational fishing side, whereas from both the
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commercial side and in fact from the government
itself — from its own fishery experts and the projects it
has funded — the emerging body of evidence is
backing up the proposition that this is a sustainable
fishery. In fact an entire project was funded to look at
the whole range of questions around social, economic
and environmental sustainability — questions, which it
seems some of the representative groups around
recreational fishers are now not interested in.
I am starting to have my doubts about the
representativeness of people who write to me and say
that they represent 790 000 recreational fishers. I am a
recreational fisher, and they are not representing me in
this matter, nor do I believe that anyone can honestly
say that they understand the minds of 790 000 people
who no doubt in some seasons buy their fish from the
market and in other seasons catch it themselves.
But in one of those reports we see, I think fairly
definitively, that for recreational fishers the
catch-per-unit effort has not been declining. In other
words, going out there you will get as many fish as you
would have got 10 years ago per time spent fishing.
That was based on quite a comprehensive dataset,
which is a major survey of people at boat ramps. It is a
body of work that was set up by governments with
some funding from the Fisheries Research and
Development Corporation, and only just now is the
research itself coming to fruition.
Various statistics have been thrown around about the
commercial take, but it is a lot harder to get statistics on
the recreational take because by necessity that is a
harder thing to keep a handle on. But in terms of what
we might expect purely from the point of view of the
consumer, it may well be that we find it harder, or at
least more expensive, to get some species down at our
local fish market. From quite detailed information
provided to me by Dr Kirsten Abernethy, an
environmental scientist who has come back from the
UK, where she did a lot of work with fishing-dependent
communities, the statistics may very well be as
follows — that is, that a significant portion of the fish,
particularly species by species, that we are getting here
in Victoria are coming not just from Victoria’s own
waters but from the bay itself and, as we move further
out of Victoria’s waters and out into the open ocean or,
as I say, overseas, we become less and less confident
that the fish we are getting have been harvested
sustainably with the best possible practices that could
be put in place. Some of this material has started to
receive some publicity now, but I think the minds of
coalition and Labor Party members on this question are
closed.
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I have had the opportunity to talk to some recently very
politically active shop owners, fishmongers and those
who spend their time down at the wholesale market,
most of whom seem to barely see the light of day. I also
know those in the electorate of Prahran. The Greens
have been talking to people out in the western suburbs;
my colleague Ms Hartland has been kept in touch about
this issue by her local fishmonger. It will be
disappointing if we do not get to hear all of these voices
during a parliamentary committee inquiry.
Further, there is still the question of — if this bill is to
proceed, and then in the committee stage — whether
we are getting a fair and equitable exit strategy for
those commercial fishers who are affected by this
decision. The government will say yes. A letter dated as
recently as 5 November from Seafood Industry
Victoria, the representative body, says no, and that
organisation has various precedents to rely on in terms
of other fishery buybacks that have occurred. The
legislation itself brings in new provisions, not the
provisions that have been used in the past, and therefore
a different structure. Other measures not associated
directly with buyback, or at least compensation, in
terms of which areas can be fished and which methods
can be used are being brought to bear in order to pretty
much squeeze these people out, not over eight years, as
I think was the promise of both coalition and Labor
MPs, but really for most of us within one or two years.
The impact will be quite dramatic.
We should always pay attention to those who are
affected by economic change. Speaking more
generally, there is a great need for economic change in
this country of ours. We always need to be modernising
what we do, and if the sense is that some people will be
victims of that change while others reap the benefits, of
course it just makes it so much harder to address the
need for economic change when some people think
they will be taking the lion’s share of the cost. That is a
point that I would make in relation to a whole range of
economic issues that come before this Parliament. We
should all be willing to share and justly compensate
those who are impacted by the changes that this
Parliament makes, because not only is it in and of itself
a moral value, but in fact it is important for cohesion of
society in times of great change that we all look after
each other and share both the benefits and the burdens
together.
Rather than take up more of the Parliament’s time I will
put it to the house that these issues would best be dealt
with through a parliamentary inquiry. As I understand
it, the promise from the coalition and the Labor Party
was to phase this out over eight years, yet we are being
told this bill must be pushed through the house and that
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these arrangements must be put into place straightaway.
There is no time for any further consideration of any
aspect of the bill through a more public process.
Perhaps these parties are now starting to understand that
there is something of a campaign involving all
Victorian consumers of fish that is welling up and
starting to put a different slant on the whole issue.
Perhaps that is why the parties are in such a rush to get
this passed, but the Greens will certainly be making
sure that, if the bill is not sent off to a parliamentary
inquiry, we will be looking at certain key aspects of it
during the committee stage of the bill, clause by clause.
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — I rise to
join the debate on the Fisheries Amendment Bill 2015.
At the present time recreational fishing contributes
around $3 billion to Victoria’s economy. Apart from
the social and economic advantages it generates with
anglers, recreational fishing is particularly popular in
regional Victoria. In fact fishing is one of Victoria’s
most popular leisure pastimes, with approximately
700 000 recreational anglers in Victoria alone, so it
makes practical and economic sense to invest and
broaden the options and the viability of this much-loved
industry.
Over the next seven years commercial fishing as we
know it will be slowly phased out in Port Phillip Bay
and Corio Bay. As a consequence of the legislated
changes current registered licence-holders will be
compensated. The bill includes a $27 million package
to recompense affected licence-holders. It is expected
that the removal of netting will increase catch rates and
the size of fish for recreational anglers. This will
encourage anglers to spend their time fishing in a
productive way; there is no point standing there for
hours on end or hiring a fishing boat for the day if
nothing is biting.
During the last state election the Labor Party
campaigned hard on its recreational fishing policy. It
promised a gradual cessation of commercial fishing in
Port Phillip Bay and Corio Bay and further promised a
capital injection of funds to grow the sport by investing
in and implementing its Target One Million plan. The
bill honours Labor’s commitment to offer a clear and
fair exit strategy for licence-holders. This will provide
proper recognition of individual investment and loss of
income to licensees. Compensation payments ranging
from $350 000 up to $1.6 million will be offered in the
first year.
Over the last 15 years commercial netting has been
phased out in places such as Mallacoota, Lake Tyers,
Tamboon Inlet, Shallow Inlet, Anderson Inlet,
Sydenham Inlet and Western Port. It is timely that Port
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Phillip Bay and Corio Bay join the list of net-free areas.
The Andrews government’s Target One Million plan
will see the largest injection of funds into fisheries in
three decades. It will revolutionise the industry. It will
also encourage more families and individuals to
participate and appreciate the stunningly beautiful
fishing environs that exist today.
I have to say that during the Napthine government era
many members sitting opposite today saw the good
sense of investing in a sustainable and profitable
recreational fishing industry in Victoria. Hundreds of
thousands of recreational fishers across Victoria will be
advantaged by this bold and supported plan. I say
‘supported’ because this was an election platform that
was widely publicised during the last state campaign, so
there are no hidden surprises for the commercial fishing
industry. The added benefits to Victoria’s tourism
industry are manifest. It will receive a much-needed
boost as the number of fishing boats and fishing spots
will be dramatically increased. Overall, most angling
Victorians should be able to catch the big one that got
away. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — I am pleased
to make a contribution to the debate on the Fisheries
Amendment Bill 2015. Just for the record, in relation to
Hansard, the bill proposes amendments to the Fisheries
Act 1995 to phase out net fishing in Corio Bay by 2018
and Port Phillip Bay by 2022, compensate 43 existing
commercial fishing licence-holders and provide for a
limited non-net commercial fishery in Port Phillip Bay,
with up to 8 licence-holders, from 2022 onwards.
The provisions of the bill set a framework for the
phasing out of netting in Corio Bay by April 2018, as I
said, and in Port Phillip Bay by April 2022. As well as
providing for the 43 existing licence-holders, who will
be able to hand back their licences from 1 January
2016, the bill contains powers for the secretary to
cancel licences that are not surrendered by 2022. The
bill also sets the method of compensation for
licence-holders, and the government has announced a
$27 million fund for this.
I am not going to go into a lot of the detail. My
parliamentary colleague Mr Drum has provided a good
overview in relation to the way the coalition set its
policy on this matter last November. But I would like to
say that I was party to representations from both the
commercial fishing licence-holders and the recreational
fishers prior to that — in fact, in the middle of the year,
during the last Parliament. Both provided arguments
about what would be good for Corio Bay and Port
Phillip Bay in relation to fishing in the future. It was

4737

important to have both points of view canvassed to the
parties so that their positions were clearly understood.
The coalition announced, as Mr Drum said, a
$65 million Better Bays plan which not only
encompassed $20 million worth of compensation as a
starting point for negotiation but also provided
$45 million for the improvement of facilities at Corio
Bay and Port Phillip Bay. During the Napthine
government’s term we saw significant investment in a
whole range of waterways, lakes and water storages to
support and improve facilities for recreational fishers
right across Victoria. I commend the Napthine
government for its investment in recreational fishing
assets over its period in office.
I also take the opportunity to thank the many
commercial fishermen who invited me into their homes
to raise with me a number of issues concerning the
proposed buyback of their licences. Certainly the areas
around compensation have been raised with me over a
long period of time. The comparison is with Western
Port Bay and the compensation that was given to the
licence-holders who were bought out there under the
act as it stood at the time. In the committee stage I will
raise the issue of the government seeing fit to change
section 63 of the act to, I think, 158 or 153 — I will
stand corrected if I am wrong — where compensation
is not comparable to the proposed buyout of the
43 licensees in Port Phillip Bay and Corio Bay as per
the compensation paid to the Western Port Bay
licensees. That is an area I will canvass in some detail
in the committee stage. Nevertheless the coalition
supports the amendment.
I now raise a couple of concerns I think may arise from
the buyback, and my parliamentary colleague
Mr Andrew Katos, the member for South Barwon in
the Legislative Assembly, has raised these matters also.
Certainly he is in a good position to do so, given he was
a wholesale fisherman and had a retail fish business; the
Katos family is very well known and well regarded in
Geelong for its retail and wholesale fish business.
Mr Katos is in a good position to know what some of
the impacts of removing commercial fishing from
Corio Bay and Port Phillip Bay would be if the source
of fresh fish was removed. In the area I represent,
which includes Bellarine and Geelong, there are a
number of fresh fish shops, some of which I buy my
fish from on a regular basis, that will no doubt be
impacted by a lack of fresh fish coming from Corio Bay
and Port Phillip Bay.
I hope that the government will make sure that
recreational fishers do not have the opportunity to
operate a black market for illegal fresh fish sales. If that
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does happen, PrimeSafe, which is the responsible
regulatory body for seafood safety, will not have
jurisdiction over such a market, and food safety issues
might result from the illegal fresh fish sales, all because
of the phasing out of commercial fishing in these two
bays. I will raise those two issues. I have raised the
issue of fair and equitable compensation for the
licence-holders, and I will ask the minister a number of
questions in relation to that during the committee stage.
My wish is that the commercial fishermen who have
had generational use of their licence to net in Corio Bay
and Port Phillip Bay are treated fairly and equitably.
Given the minister is in the house I must say that I was
disappointed that the feedback I got was that she was
not willing to meet many of the commercial fishermen
who had concerns about the impacts the buyout would
have on their families and children — likewise
Mr Craig Ingram, who I understand was also there to
negotiate on behalf of the government in relation to
catch history and buyout arrangements for those
43 licence-holders and their families and children. It is
disappointing that there seems to be a lack of
consultation and engagement on behalf of both the
minister and Mr Ingram in relation to some of the
details of the government’s proposed buyout.
On that note I am pleased to have had the opportunity
to at least thank the commercial fishers for their
hospitality, for their understanding of the position we
are taking and for the fact that they were able to engage
in some conversation about the concerns they have
about some of the implications of the bill proposed by
the government.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) — I will
make a small contribution to the debate on the Fisheries
Amendment Bill 2015. At the outset, after listening to
the debate and to the media, I cannot help but feel that
this is a sad day, because this bill will phase out net
fishing in Port Phillip Bay while providing some
compensation for those relinquishing their licences and
will establish a non-net fishing licence structure. When
I have asked why we are doing this, I am told firmly
that it was an election commitment. It is not about
sustainability at all; it is about an election commitment.
I keep asking why we are doing this apart from it being
an election commitment, because I believe we were not
going to pay any compensation for the east–west link
contract either. That was an election commitment, but
we have ended up paying compensation.
I will be supporting Mr Barber’s motion to put this
before an inquiry, because I think that a short and sharp
parliamentary inquiry could answer a lot of the
questions I have and a lot of the questions the industry
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has and could come up with some more common-sense
solutions to this issue. Listening to the second-reading
speech, it mentioned:
The removal of netting from Port Phillip Bay is expected to
increase catch rates and size of fish for the recreational fishing
sector, and reduce spatial competition.

This is in a port that is 35 times bigger than Sydney
Harbour. It is a huge space, yet this is effectively the
reasoning for this bill — to reduce spatial competition
and improve catch rates for recreational fishermen. I
will speak a little bit later about some of the options that
could have been considered rather than denying these
small businesses their livelihoods through this bill.
I find a sort of spatial tension as the reason for wiping
out 43 small businesses to be fairly over the top. When
you look at the department’s recreational fishing
harvest numbers, they show that recreational fishermen
are pulling about 600 tonnes of snapper, which is four
times the extent of the commercial fishermen’s catch. I
wonder whether the recreational fishermen are
competing against other recreational fishermen rather
than the commercial fishermen in what has been
recognised as a sustainable industry that is following
best practice. Australia’s Sustainable Seafood Guide
and the Australian Conservation Foundation have said
that the Port Phillip Bay fishery is sustainable. They
have said that the businesses operate efficiently,
providing local fish for people like me.
Certainly the people in the seafood stores that I have
visited in Northern Metropolitan Region and the people
in some of my local restaurants never really saw this
happening. It has taken many of them by surprise, and
because of that they have raised a number of concerns.
One of those concerns is about the fact that the bill does
not provide for using the existing compensation scheme
for the cancellation of licences under section 63 of the
principal act but creates new regulations for
compensation that is obviously significantly less
generous than that provided for under section 63. In
conversations with my colleague Mr Young, he
suggested that the previous compensation was far too
generous. I certainly do not know either way, but I
think that a sharp parliamentary inquiry could look at
that and find out where the ground should be.
Mr Barber interjected.
Ms PATTEN — That is right — and find out the
truth. Obviously there is a financial method by which
that compensation will be reduced.
Another thing that really concerns me is that the bill
removes any right to appeal a decision on
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compensation. The government will assess what
compensation package the businesses get, and that will
be it. There is no appeal process for this, whereas in the
past there has been an appeal process. In most cases
where governments cancel licences or remove the
ability of a business to trade, there is provision for them
to appeal if they think they have been hardly done by. I
find this quite concerning. I am not questioning the
value of recreational fishing. Mr Drum gave some
amazing figures, which I appreciate. I like fishing, and
my sister and brother are keen fishing people and they
both have boats. I just question the logic that says that
the only way to increase the number of recreational
fishermen is to cut out a small sustainable fishing
business.
In all the debate in the Assembly and in much of the
debate in this chamber, we have been talking about data
that seems to be based on an Ernst & Young report that
states that there are 721 000 recreational anglers. The
government’s own report on licences states that there
are only 356 622 licences.
Mr Barber — Including mine.
Ms PATTEN — Including Mr Barber’s. Unless half
the recreational fishermen out there are not licensed,
those numbers seem to me to be quite wobbly. When
we are basing writing off 43 small businesses and
removing the ability of Victorians to buy local fish
from Port Phillip Bay on these numbers, we should
scrutinise them in more detail.
The Ernst & Young report also states that half the
recreational fishermen owned recreational fishing
vessels — that is, there were 433 000 recreational
fishing vessels. However, in 2013 only
172 744 recreational vessels were actually registered in
Victoria. This is an incredible discrepancy. Further, in
2014 a Transport Safety Victoria study of boating
behaviour reported that only 64 per cent of those
vessels were used for fishing. From my
back-of-the-envelope calculations, that comes to about
110 000 vessels used for recreational fishing, which is a
far cry from the 433 000 fishing vessels that Ernst &
Young reported there were and that form the basis of
the debate around this bill. People have been looking at
the numbers extrapolated from the 433 000 vessels and
721 000 recreational fishermen. I would like to see
those figures scrutinised further. The government’s own
reports do not come up with those figures; in fact they
come up with pretty much a quarter of those figures.
Even if the numbers were correct, which I sincerely
question, are we really saying that closing a small
sustainable fishery will help us to increase recreational

4739

fishing by 30 per cent, going for the 1 million target?
What if we decrease commercial fishing by 30 per
cent? Would that not help us to increase recreational
fishing by 30 per cent? The commercial fishermen are
members of families, some of whom have been fishing
for over 170 years.
I have been listening to and reading a lot of the media
on this issue, and I will quote what has been said by a
couple of people. Kon Magdanis from Camberwell
Market Seafood said that it is okay to have a rod and
reel and have an inclination to go fishing for your own
fish. He thinks that is great, but he asked, ‘But what
about when you don’t? Who’s going to supply you with
bay fish then?’. I am probably one of those people he
was referring to. Maybe I would be lucky if there were
bigger fish in the bay, but I very much doubt it. I do not
think I have a natural ability at fishing, but I do enjoy it.
People said their dads were fishing there and that their
brothers, sons and grandchildren would have followed
on in that fishing business but they no longer will. This
is incredibly sad. We are talking about people who have
invested hundreds of thousands of dollars but also
hundreds of thousands of hours in something that they
love and that they have managed well — that is
sustainable and healthy — and we are going to wipe
that out with this bill.
As I said earlier, I think there are alternatives. Maybe
we should be talking about some of the alternatives that
have been raised with me by commercial fishermen.
One is that maybe we should look at fishing
commercially Monday to Friday only, not on
weekends, so that we reduce the number of fishing
hours and fishing days for Port Phillip Bay. As we are
talking about spatial tension, I assume that most
recreational fishing is done on weekends. As we are
talking about improving the time that families can
spend fishing recreationally, that will no doubt be done
outside school hours and so that will be on weekends.
Maybe we should increase the legal size of key species
to encourage better uptake of recreational fishing. We
could have commercial fishing occur in restricted
times. We could further limit catches and maybe
provide further incentives for non-net fishing. Maybe
we could even limit some areas of the bay to
recreational fishermen only. There is a whole bunch of
other solutions or other questions and areas that we
could have explored rather than just chopping out this
business.
As I said, I think further analysis of this legislation is
required and should happen. I am not in favour of the
legislation, and I hope this house will send this
legislation for a committee review so that we can look
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at the numbers in question and decide whether there are
any viable alternatives to save this wonderful Port
Phillip Bay industry and the fish that I love eating.
Mr YOUNG (Northern Victoria) — I rise today to
speak to this bill with great delight. It has most
definitely been a long time coming. It is one of those
topics of which I have had countless people say to me,
‘I’ll believe it when I see it’, so I am really happy to be
here actually seeing it. This bill and the subsequent
banning of netting activities in Port Phillip Bay and
Corio Bay have been sought after for many years.
Countless hours have been dedicated to seeing it
happen from this government, a collection of
recreational fishing organisations and many individuals.
I mentioned in my inaugural speech my connections to
Corio Bay, a place that my family has been visiting for
generations. The importance of this initiative is
something I have been aware of since long before this
government stepped up and delivered. At a recent
parliamentary breakfast which focused on the issue, a
few Target One Million slogans related to the netting
ban were visible, one of them being ‘Good for
families’. I felt I had to make the point that this would
be particularly good for my family, because if my old
man asks me one more time when the netters will be
banned from the bay, I am going to snot him. He and
my grandfather have been carrying on about this for
years, so I feel very privileged to be a part of this here
and now.
For me the focus of the bill is about ensuring amazing
fishing opportunities for generations to come as a
drawcard for interstate and international tourism.
Already we have over 800 000 fishermen in Victoria,
and that is just fantastic. That is 800 000 people who
get outside and enjoy what our state’s wilderness has to
offer. Fishing not only provides the entertainment value
of a favourite Australian pastime, but it also gives us
opportunities to spend quality time with friends and
family. Why would we not do what we can to promote
this? There is enormous effort put into promoting the
healthy lifestyle that comes from fishing in many areas.
This past weekend we saw the Talk Wild Trout forum
of 2015, which I had the pleasure of attending. It was a
very successful event that brought together experts and
amateurs from all over to combine in an effort to
improve trout fishing in Victoria.
We also have brilliant opportunities to fish for native
freshwater fish, and the health of our cod populations
has been noticeably improving. This, in combination
with a healthy bay, makes Victoria a prime destination
for fishing-related tourism, which in many cases
provides economic value to remote and rural
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townships — something of great importance. When
you throw in a wildcard like barramundi, we become
the envy of many people from interstate, so watch this
space.
One important aspect of the bill that I feel I need to
comment on is that it is not a victimless action. More
than 40 families will be impacted by the decision to ban
netting from the bay. It is important that the transition
for these families, and even those who work for the
licence-holders, is as smooth and as painless as
possible. I am satisfied that the government has worked
extensively with all parties to ensure that those involved
are thoroughly informed about how this process will
take place. I know some have found it hard to accept,
and I sympathise with that. Sometimes, though, change
is inevitable, and whilst this change may take a while to
adjust to, a compensation package — a combination of
the cost of the licence, gear and equipment and income
averaged over a period of time based on catch rates —
has been developed as a result of a careful thought
process with consideration given to the difficulty these
families face. I believe the government has even
extended the funding that was originally allocated,
which is much more generous than others would have
been. That is the increase from $20 million to
$27 million, which I think is very fair given the
circumstances.
I believe the financial incentive to opt out early is also a
valuable part of this bill. It will hopefully not prolong
the transition for those who simply want to cut ties and
move on with their lives. Equally important is the
establishment of a catch quota and the monitoring of
existing commercial fishermen — those who want to
retain their licences and keep fishing in the bay. As
licence numbers are reduced, it is important that the
total catch quota be reduced in equal proportion. There
is no point reducing 42 licences to 10 if the
10 remaining licence-holders continue to engage in the
same amount of netting activity as the 42 did
previously.
Numerous times this year in debate I have touched on
compliance issues and the importance of compliance
efforts in the bay. I will not elaborate on that now other
than to say that I hope the Department of Economic
Development, Jobs Transport and Resources is keeping
this in mind as we go through the transition period,
particularly in instances where bycatch is involved.
That brings me to my next point. I am finding it
difficult to pinpoint the angle from which the Greens
are approaching this bill. On the Greens website aim 20
on their policy on animals states:
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The end of fishing practices that are unsustainable, or that
adversely affect non-target species.

It seems that the Greens think our state’s famous
penguin parade is expendable — collateral damage —
in the politics of appeasing the inner city, high-end
restaurant diners. One should ask Mr Barber whilst he
is gracing the tables of Rockpool, Florentino or The
Atlantic and swishing a nice sauvignon blanc if he
wants a grilled Port Phillip Bay gill-netted fairy
penguin on the side — not that he would be eating any
Port Phillip Bay fish in these restaurants, as they are not
on the menu now and never have been. You will get
kingfish from Bass Strait and NSW, John Dory — not
caught in Port Phillip Bay — Lakes Entrance flathead
and barramundi and king salmon from northern
Australia. According to the menus you might get King
George whiting and calamari from Corner Inlet or
South Australia. Yet here are the Greens supporting the
random killing of one of the state’s most import
wildlife symbols and tourist attractions, the fairy
penguin, which is comparable to the famous
Leadbeater’s possum, for less than 1 per cent impact on
the seafood consumed in Victoria. I can see the new
Greens campaign slogans now: ‘Stuff the bay, nets are
good, and what’s a few dead penguins?’.
In relation to the amendment circulated by Mr Drum, I
would like to inform the house that the Shooters and
Fishers Party will not be supporting the proposed
changes. The amendment is in fact something that we
entertained the idea of, and I have had many
discussions about it. Corio Bay was where this all
started, and if action had been taken at the time perhaps
we would be having a different discussion today. But
after consulting with industry groups and those
representing recreational fishermen, we have found that
there is a collective view that the government’s current
timeline is fair and workable and that it is in the best
interests of recreational users of the bay that it proceeds
as it is, notwithstanding the fact that the opposition’s
pre-election commitments consisted of a lengthier
timeline than that proposed by the current government.
It seems to me that this attempt is a bit cheeky.
The Shooters and Fishers Party has only caught the tail
end of the work that has been put into achieving this. I
would like to acknowledge those who have spent years
trying to get the best outcome for recreational fishers
and thank them for their efforts in turning Corio Bay
and Port Phillip Bay into a recreational fishing haven.
There are far too many people to mention without
forgetting someone so I will not list them all, but I
thank the individuals who were involved as well as the
Future Fish Foundation, the Australian Fishing Trade
Association, the Friends of Corio Bay Action Group
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and VRFish, all of which have made a valuable
contribution to making this happen. It has been an
incredible journey, and I commend the bill to the house.
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — This
legislation will give effect to an important election
commitment made by Labor prior to the election: the
cessation of commercial netting in Port Phillip and
Corio bays. I would like to thank all members for their
contributions to this debate. I particularly want to
reflect on what is a historic day for recreational fishing
groups and recreational fishers in Victoria but also, as
Ms Patten rightly described it, a very sad day for the
43 licensees, their families and their employees. In
undertaking the task of delivering on the government’s
election commitment, I have had the opportunity to
meet with many of the affected licensees — maybe in
excess of 30 — and representatives of our department
have also met with most of the affected licensees, not
all. Some were not interested in engaging, but we have
made people available to have those important
conversations.
I would like to respond to Mr Ramsay’s point about the
government not having listened to the affected
commercial fishers. A number of aspects of this
package are a direct consequence of the conversations
and engagement that both representatives from my
department and I have had with licence-holders. There
are three particularly clear examples of this. The first is
the increase in the total package from $20 million to
$27 million. The second is the application of the catch
cap. And thirdly, industry told us it did not want a
three-year catch history to be the measure, so we said
we would change it to five years. Then some people
from industry said to us, ‘No, we want it to be three’, so
we have designed this in a way that people can choose
if three years or five years best represents their history.
Another measure we have adopted, directly in response
to conversations with industry, is the delayed start to
the catch cap. It was initially proposed to be
1 November 2015, but it will now be 1 April 2016.
Again, recreational fishers affected by this and those
who have advocated on their behalf can take comfort in
the fact that they have shaped this.
I do not expect the commercial fishers who are affected
by this to like it. However, the people I have met with
have said to me that they need certainty, so we have
worked really hard to bring this legislation to the
Parliament by the end of the year so that it can take
effect on 1 April next year and so that before the end of
this year the people who are affected by this — as well
as well as the recreational fishing community, which
has a great interest in the outcome of this issue and the
resolution of this debate in the Parliament — can have
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the certainty they need. I have had commercial fishers
talk to me in the course of a number of meetings and
ask me whether they should invest in their nets now or
in two, five, seven or eight years. We have sought to
design the package in a way that allows everybody to
get out in the year they want to.
Eight current licensees will be able to continue in the
longline fishery. I freely confess that this is not
something the affected families and businesses will be
happy with, but we have worked very hard to make this
package and our approach to it as fair and reasonable as
we can, considering it was our election commitment to
deliver on this policy.
I will respond to a number of the points that were made
by colleagues in the debate. There are significant
penalties in the legislation for people participating in
black market activity. This was a matter raised by
Mr Ramsay. Ms Patten said that people have described
the delivery of this election commitment as something
that has caught them by surprise. I have had
commercial fishers say to me that governments have
been promising this since 1971. This is something that
both the then opposition and the then government
committed to before the last election.
On Ms Patten’s question about the number of
recreational fishers and her doubts about the size of the
economic impact, which is of course one of the key
reasons for our supporting this policy, the licence
numbers are not the same as the recreational fisher
numbers because seniors are not required to apply for a
licence and children are also not captured in that cohort.
Obviously they are not all in boats. We have fishers in
waterways, by water, in rivers, at the bay and in lakes
across Victoria who are not in boats.
Again, I think it is a distortion of the analysis that has
been done. The Ernst & Young report is available. It is
online, and I would encourage Ms Patten to have a look
at it and reflect on its explanation of some of those
issues. Target One Million is not about simply
increasing recreational fishing in Port Phillip Bay.
There are around 20 dot points on the Target One
Million policy that we have been working to deliver on
over the course of the year in locations as diverse as
Beechworth, Toolondo and the Hazelwood Pondage,
just to pick three points on the map — fish stocking in
locations right across the state. This is a key part of
Target One Million. This is the most difficult part of
delivering Target One Million, and it is the part that is
most impactful on the 43 licence-holders, their families
and their employees.
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In response to Mr Barber’s comments earlier in the
debate, I indicate to Mr Barber that the rationale behind
this policy is around the economic benefits of increased
participation in recreational fishing. The
Ernst & Young study confirms what I think people who
are in the retail end of supporting recreational fishing
know, and that is that the average adult fisher
expenditure is $326 per trip. In communities right
across Victoria people participate in fishing, and they
spend a lot of money doing it. They spend money on
boats, they spend money on gear and they spend money
on accommodation and meals. These are the things that
will create a significant economic benefit for the state.
The Ernst & Young study estimates that recreational
fishing generates $7.1 billion in economic activity,
which includes $2.6 billion in direct output and
supports just shy of 34 000 full-time jobs in Victoria,
the Port Phillip Bay component of that being
$1.3 billion.
I will briefly speak to the two amendments that the
house will need to consider as well. The government
will be opposing Mr Drum’s amendment to clause 5,
which seeks to bring forward the cessation of netting in
Corio Bay from 2018 to 2017. The reason we will
oppose that is because this is a really delicately
balanced package that seeks to not only appropriately
compensate the commercial fishers who are affected by
this but also deliver on a policy that will be of great
benefit to recreational fishers. It is unnecessary to bring
this forward by one year when we are already
delivering through this legislation a profound impact on
those fishers. What I have said to these people when I
have met with them and what I know the department
has been conveying as well is that we understand that
you need certainty. We know that you need to make
decisions about which year is the exit point for you or
around which point investments need not be made in
existing businesses. I think for the Parliament to start
chopping and changing that runs counter to what has
been important to the government — that we provide
certainty so that everybody knows what the deal is.
We have had this legislation in the public domain now
for some weeks. People have had some time to get used
to the idea of 2018, and it is completely unnecessary to,
I suppose, add insult to injury for those commercial
fishers by bringing that back a year. I note Mr Young’s
comments on this. I am sure that the people who have
advocated long and hard for this policy would love it to
be 2017, but we all need to recognise that there is a
balance to be struck here, and one more year is going to
be a bit more consistent with our objective about being
fair and reasonable as we manage the exit of people
who are participating in the industry in its current
shape.

FISHERIES AMENDMENT BILL 2015
Tuesday, 24 November 2015

COUNCIL

In his amendment Mr Barber seeks to have this matter
referred to the economy and infrastructure committee
for inquiry, consideration and report by February 2016.
I am quite sure Mr Barber and I will get to have a bit of
a conversation about some studies that are underway,
including the study that I think Mr Barber was referring
to in his contribution earlier, but if we report back in
February and then come back to this legislation, there
would be at least 12 months more of absolute
uncertainty for affected fishers and 12 months more of
absolute uncertainty for the recreational fishers who
also have an interest in this.
It is the same argument that the government will rely on
to oppose both the Greens referral motion and the
coalition’s in seeking to change the date on the exit
from Corio Bay. There is integrity in the package that
exists. Everybody knows where the goal posts are, and
it does no-one any great service to be moving them
around at this late stage.
I will conclude my remarks by thanking the many
people who have campaigned long and hard for this
important reform. I know we have people in the gallery
today from both sides of this debate. We are not
supposed to refer to people in the gallery, but I thank
people like Rex Hunt, Dave Kramer and Dallas
D’Silva, who have taught me more about fishing over
the course of one year than I would have thought
possible to learn.
I would also like to acknowledge those for whom this
legislation will have a dramatic personal impact and
also acknowledge the work of Seafood Industry
Victoria for its advocacy throughout this process. It is
that organisation’s advocacy that has in part contributed
to our consideration of dramatically increasing the
scope of the package, and it has assisted in those
meetings I have attended with commercial fishers.
Those meetings have led to a better package and a
package that is more sensitive and responsive to the
needs of people who are affected.
I welcome the opportunity to go into a more detailed
discussion of aspects of the bill. I know a number of
members have questions on specific matters — some
they have flagged with me and some they have not.
Being cognisant of the need for us to deal with affected
fishers in a fair and reasonable way, I commend the bill
to the house. This is a historic reform and an important
reform, and it is a key part of Target One Million. The
bill represents another election commitment that the
government is delivering on.

4743

House divided on motion:
Ayes, 33
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Patten, Ms (Teller)
Pennicuik, Ms
Springle, Ms

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Referral to committee
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I move:
That the Fisheries Amendment Bill 2015 be referred to the
economy and infrastructure committee for inquiry,
consideration and report by 23 February 2016.
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Committed.
Committee
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! As I
understand it there is one amendment being proposed
by Mr Drum, and I understand there may be further
questions from other members of the chamber.
Mr Drum has an amendment that is related to the year
in which the proposed restrictions on commercial net
fishing in Port Phillip Bay will apply. We will
commence with clauses 1 to 4.
Clause 1
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — While
the purpose of the bill might be to buy out licences, the
second-reading speech and whole thrust of the
legislation is purported to be to improve opportunities
for recreational fishers. This is even referred to quite
extensively in the second-reading speech, so I would
like to address a few issues there. It may be that we can
deal with one or two other matters on the mechanics of
the bill without necessarily having to go to every
individual clause one by one, because I think my
questions are in some cases general but in some cases
specific. They may be about why certain approaches
have been adopted as opposed to certain other
approaches, rather than necessarily the mechanics of
the bill’s operation.
The question I think I have pursued with the minister a
couple of times now is: is this a sustainable fishery? If
the total biomass and diversity of species is sustainable,
then we would not necessarily expect a larger fishery as
a result of buying out one part of it. It could be that the
fishery is growing; it could be that the fishery is
declining. The information I have read on the
government’s own website seems to suggest that this is
a sustainable fishery, and I just want the minister to
confirm whether there are any concerns about it being
overfished by the sum total of both recreational and
commercial fishers.
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — As I
indicated in the second-reading debate and as I imagine
Mr Barber is well aware, the rationale for this policy is
to reduce the spatial competition that exists in these
waters and is based on the government’s assessment of
the economic benefits that flow from having greater
numbers of Victorians participating in recreational
fishing.
The current commercial take is around 650 tonnes. The
longline fishery that is envisaged to exist following the
passage of this legislation would be 88 tonnes. That
means that in round numbers 542 tonnes more fish
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would be available to recreational fishers. During the
course of the second-reading debate there was even a
suggestion that perhaps you could manage the resource
by having different people fishing on different days of
the week, but the impact of netting is very significant.
To provide an illustration, for a family that has gone to,
say, Rye for the weekend for one of their one or two
fishing trips a year to cast their line into the bay where
netting has occurred the previous day or even the
previous week, they are not getting access to the
resource. The rationale is, as we have stated on
numerous occasions before, around increasing
participation in recreational fishing.
This is consistent with previous cessations of
commercial netting in a number of locations —
Tamboon, Lake Tyers, Western Port and Mallacoota.
The recreational fishing benefits are, I think, well
known and well understood of the Northern Territory’s
netting ban 150 kilometres either side of Darwin. There
have been similar initiatives taken to promote
recreational fishing in Mackay, Rockhampton and
Trinity Bay in Queensland, and indeed New South
Wales many years ago introduced recreational fishing
havens.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — But of
that 650 tonne that is going to be reduced to 88 tonne, is
it not the case that a large proportion of the fish that are
caught by netting in Port Phillip Bay now are actually
species such as sardines and anchovies, which are not
even being caught on lines by recreational fishers, and
therefore by reducing that take you are not actually
creating any extra fish that people will want to catch, in
the example of your family at Rye?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — The
assertion Mr Barber puts about the species that are
being taken is accurate; I can confirm that.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — So you
are reducing it from 650 tonne, and at the moment my
information is that about 28 per cent of that is sardines,
but they will not be of any benefit. So why have we not
got a measure before us that actually seeks to preserve
those other species that anglers are not interested in,
rather than in fact bringing in an 88-tonne longline
fishery that targets specifically those species that
recreational anglers are interested in?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I
thank Mr Barber for his further question. I am not
trying to sound flippant, but the big fish eat the smaller
fish, and so sardines are part of the supply chain for the
bigger species that are attractive to recreational fishers.
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Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — This is a
whole new argument that I have never heard before.
Apparently there is an entire ecosystem dynamic that is
expected to go on here. We could be here for quite
some time discussing the scientific basis of that. We
can talk about the scientific basis, or the body of
knowledge that is in place now. But the minister briefly
mentioned the economic value. Of course we have
heard many figures quoted on the economic value of
the current and potential recreational fishing. Does the
minister have a figure on the current economic value of
the commercial fishing that we are seeking to abolish
tonight?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — Thank
you, Deputy President, and I thank members for their
patience. I was keen to ensure that I had the accurate
number. The economic impact, according to the
legislative impact assessment, is $4 million a year.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — What
aspect of the industry value chain has been examined in
order to create that figure of $4 million?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — That
figure is based on gross value of the fish.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — At which
point in the value chain?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) —
Landed catch.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Okay,
but what about at the point where it has actually been
lightly poached in a garlic and lemon sauce and served
up to someone sitting in a Southbank restaurant? Is that
not the more appropriate end of the exercise at which to
measure the total economic value of a commercial
fishery?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — There
would certainly be value adding by a bit of gentle
poaching and whatnot. As has been canvassed in the
public debate, and indeed in the parliamentary debate
on this issue, around 1 per cent of Victorian fish
consumed is from Port Phillip Bay. The figure that was
evaluated as part of the legislative impact assessment is
the $4 million figure I referred to earlier.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I think it
is not exactly apples and oranges because we cannot
really compare the landed value of a recreational fish,
and yet we are using that assessment. I understand what
the minister says about the amount of fish coming out
of Port Phillip Bay and consumed in Victoria, but
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another comparison involves our own fishery in
Victorian waters, the bit that we manage.
My figures on that are that just under 5000 tonnes are
caught commercially in Victorian waters and that
13 per cent of all those fish are caught from Port Phillip
Bay. Therefore when we go further into it fish by fish,
or species by species, we actually find that 89 per cent
of snapper caught in Victorian waters are from Port
Phillip Bay and more than 50 per cent of the King
George whiting caught in Victorian waters is from Port
Phillip Bay.
I understand the minister’s choice of comparisons. She
is talking about all the fish we eat, but I am talking
about all the fish that we manage — that we, the
Victorian jurisdiction, are responsible for. We cannot
be responsible for the quality or quantity or
sustainability of fish caught in commonwealth waters or
in Vietnam or Chile or all the rest of it — hence the
focus on our local, sustainable fishery.
The representations I have had from one of the
recreational fishing lobbies is that commercial fishers
are causing — and I think I quote them correctly —
temporary localised depletion. The minister’s claim in
the second-reading speech is that there will be increased
catch rates and the size of fish. I ask the minister which
of those two things is the real rationale for this
legislation? If it is about temporary localised depletion,
there could be a range of measures that we could put in
place to create fairer shares. If it is somehow going to
increase both the catch rate and the size of the fish, then
there is a big gap to be closed between the two
particular rationales. What science does the minister
have to demonstrate that there will be increases in both
the catch rate and the size of fish?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I
thank Mr Barber for his further question. They are not
mutually exclusive propositions, as Mr Barber suggests.
The objective of the legislation — the policy objective
underlying the legislation, the objective of which is to
ensure clarification around the arrangements for the
cessation of netting in the bay — is to improve the
recreational fishing experience, and so overcoming
temporary localised depletion, I think was the phrase
Mr Barber used, will be a benefit of that. Having an
additional 562 tonne of fish available for recreational
fishers will, I would have thought by any logical
conclusion, result in more and bigger fish.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — But the
minister admitted that a lot of those tonnes are in fact
anchovies. Is the claim now that as a result of getting
rid of the anchovy fishery these snapper will be better
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fed and bigger? There needs to be some kind of fishery
management science behind this, not simply a
back-of-the-envelope calculation.
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — The
longline fishery that will continue after 2022 will be
substantially a snapper fishery, and there will be an
88 000-kilogram quota to be shared equally among the
eight fishers who opt to remain in the fishery, so the
snapper fishery will continue.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Let us
talk about snapper for a minute. There is a
600-something tonne fishery, as the minister referred
to, and at the moment my figures are that about 20 per
cent of that is snapper. Yet we are told that there will be
eight licences of 11 tonnes per annum, so 88 tonnes of
snapper will still be being caught. So in fact for the
species that is most often mentioned here it is not going
to be of much benefit, because the longline fishery will
still continue anyway.
Just on those licences, what evidence has the minister’s
department brought forward that in fact those will be
viable longline licences, given that we are talking about
eight of them, each collecting 11 tonnes, which would
seem to imply a fairly substantial amount of
resources — that is, capital resources for the
business — for a fairly small amount of fish? Is there
evidence that these will in fact be viable licences that
someone wants to take up?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — The
reason that there will be eight is to ensure that they will
be viable licences. There was a question, in fact, that
Mr Drum indicated to me he might ask, but I can sort of
jump to the answer — I think Mr O’Donohue is
looking after this for Mr Drum for the moment — to
provide some clarification on how the longline fishery
will work, the transition and the selection of those
people. This is something Mr Walsh, the member for
Murray Plains in the Assembly, has raised with me, and
we agreed that it would be a good thing for the record
to reflect these arrangements.
The process for licence-holders prior to 1 April 2016 is
that if the bill receives the agreement of the Parliament
and becomes law, letters will be sent to licence-holders
as quickly as possible, which will set out the process for
licence-holders to elect to be selected to remain in the
non-net fishery after 2022, the process for
licence-holders to exit on 1 April 2016 and the
compensation payments due to that fisher if they elect
to exit on 1 April 2016, as well as a schedule of the
change in payments for each subsequent year of exit.
Licence-holders will have 60 days to respond to the
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letter and notify the secretary of the department of their
decision to remain or exit, and it is expected that the
final date for licence-holders to nominate will be early
February 2016.
Subsequent to this and before 1 April 2016,
licence-holders will be notified if they have been
successful in their election to remain in the non-net
fishery after 2022, successful in their application to exit
on 1 April 2016 or confirmed as remaining in the
fishery for a further 12 months. It is envisaged that the
eight who will remain in the fishery will know if they
are remaining in the fishery or not as early as 1 April. It
is one of the reasons we sought to not defer
consideration of this — so that these people can have
some certainty.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I thank
the minister for the description of the process; I am sure
applicants will appreciate that information. My question
was more about what evidence is being brought
forward that an 11-tonne maximum longline fishery
licence will in fact be a viable economic proposition for
someone to operate as a business.
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — The
longline fishery — that quota on snapper — will
generate $110 000 income over a three-month period. If
there were 43 licence-holders to remain and to share
that resource, then it would not be a sustainable
business model for anyone. There are a number of
fishers who are impacted by this legislation who have
very small, negligible or even non-existent line
fisheries. There are others for whom it is actually quite
a significant part of their business. We have 43 different
stories that represent the experience of
43 licence-holders, but we believe that at that point that
would provide sufficient income support.
I also note that those who continue in the longline
fishery will receive an adjustment package. This is spelt
out in the legislation, but for the benefit of members in
the house, they will receive 50 per cent of the assessed
market value of the licence — that is, $155 000 — and
they will receive $50 000 to account for the reduced
market value of their gear. This is in contrast to the
$310 000 value of the licence and the
$75 000 compensation for gear that those who are
exiting the fishery entirely will be able to seek.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Just on
that subject, why are we not using the original
compensation provisions from the act as they stand?
Why are we creating a new form of compensation
provision with this bill?
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Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — The
current provisions in the act are not for a buyout, they
are for an individual licence cancellation. The
arrangements we have embedded in this legislation
seek to provide the certainty that commercial fishers
impacted by this have told me they need so they can
make decisions about their businesses. People will be
able to make a decision about whether they want to be
out in year 1 or year 8, and those eight who elect to stay
in the longline fishery can make those decisions as they
see fit.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Let us
stay on compensation for a minute. The minister has
already taken a number of measures without legislation
to restrict the capacity of some of these people to keep
fishing. Can she tell me why those measures have been
taken in that way?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — Is the
member talking about the catch cap?
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Yes.
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — The
catch cap was a feature of Labor’s election
commitment. It will mean that the benefits for
recreational fishers will increase commensurate with
the decrease in the number of people fishing the
commercial netting licences.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — There are
some who could argue that a catch cap as well as some
voluntary buyouts could have been a compromise
position that we could have adopted here. I am just
interested in the use of these instruments outside
legislation. The reason I ask is that I am now getting
representations from commercial pipi harvesters from
western Victoria who have not had their licences
cancelled or had those sorts of restrictions they find
burdensome but nevertheless have been told that under
parks legislation they can no longer drive on the beach,
which has made it extraordinarily difficult for them to
continue their businesses. Can the minister assure us
that the government will not be using a whole range of
other instruments outside of Parliament to set about
constraining people’s fishing licences such that they
almost become useless without the necessity of going
through the compensation provisions that we have had
here today?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I can
certainly assure the house and the industry that the use
of catch caps is a mechanism the government is
intending to use only to give effect to its commitment to
cease netting in Port Phillip and Corio bays. We
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articulated this clearly in our election commitment and
we have responded in a very direct way to concerns
raised by affected licence-holders about the way we do
that. Our election commitment was that we would use a
three-year catch history. The industry said to us it
preferred a five-year catch history. We have actually
wound up in a spot where individual fishers are able to
indicate whether they want their catch history assessed
on three years or five years for the purposes of the catch
cap.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — This will
possibly be my final question. A significant proportion
of this commercial netting harvest is of small fish that
are then sold as bait to recreational fishers. Is there any
concern that from buying out people who net in this
way there will actually be problems then accessing
some of the bait that is used in recreational fishing, or
even that that will have to be brought in from further
afield?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I
thank Mr Barber for his question. We are not concerned
about the requirement to import bait. There are fisheries
in Lakes Entrance and Western Australia that we
believe will meet the bait needs of Victorian fishers.
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — I would like to
follow a line of questioning in relation to Mr Barber’s
question about compensation. I raised the issue of
compensation in my brief contribution to the
second-reading debate. My understanding is that
section 63 of the current act not only provides for
compensation to be paid for the cancellation of access
licences but also has a built-in appeal rights mechanism
and a dispute mechanism, as well as a provision for
retraining and other assistance measures as part of the
compensation. I am not clear why section 63 of the act
is being amended to include a new section 153H which
creates its own cancellation provisions instead of those
previously used under section 61 which trigger a more
generous compensation scheme, like we saw in
Western Port.
I understand also that under that section there were
buybacks in the past. The minister’s commentary is that
the new section is required because it covers the
cancellation of licences rather than buybacks, whereas I
understand that under the previous section both
occurred. I will take advice from the minister on that.
I am concerned about the fact that the minister has seen
fit in this bill to replace section 63 with new
section 153H, which invariably will provide less
compensation for those Corio Bay and Port Phillip Bay
access licence-holders and will not give them the same
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rights in relation to appeals and disputes they had under
section 63 or retraining to compensate for the job
losses — over 300 I understand — that will occur once
the full buyback has occurred. A party to that question
is: is the compensation restricted to the access
licence-holders or in fact does it provide some
assistance to the supply chain, to which I understand the
previous section 63 provided at least some assistance?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I
thank Mr Ramsay for his questions. There were a lot of
them, and I will try and answer them all.
In response to the comparison with Western Port, I
indicate to Mr Ramsay that the Western Port buyout
occurred over a year. This set of arrangements provides
an opportunity for people who have licences to
continue fishing for up to seven years. There is also a
noticeable difference in scale. This is
43 licence-holders; Western Port was 4.
The compensation package is consistent with the act. I
make the point that at the time of the election, when
both the coalition and the Labor Party announced their
intention to proceed with this reform, we both thought
that $20 million was fair and reasonable compensation.
Government members have had a long hard look at that
and a lot of discussions with the industry and with
affected licence-holders, and we have been able to put
together a package which is substantially more, at
around $27 million.
In response to the question about whether or not the
compensation package extends beyond the
licence-holders, the answer is no.
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — I also raised
the issue around the mechanism for appeal or disputes.
Is there anything in the bill in relation to those
provisions that are under section 63 of the current act?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — There
is a process by which affected fishers can dispute or
seek a review of the income component of their
compensation, and all 43 have been advised of the
process by which they can do that.
Clause agreed to; clauses 2 to 4 agreed to.
Clause 5
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I
understand that Mr O’Donohue will be moving an
amendment on behalf of Mr Drum, so I call on
Mr O’Donohue to move this amendment, which seeks
to amend the year in which proposed restrictions on
commercial net fishing in Port Phillip Bay apply.
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Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) — On behalf
of Mr Drum, I move:
Clause 5, page 3, line 31, omit “2018” and insert “2017”.

The amendment relates to Corio Bay, not Port Phillip
Bay as suggested. Mr Drum flagged this amendment in
the second-reading debate, and it was canvassed by
members during that debate. I note the position of the
Shooters and Fishers Party as articulated during the
second-reading debate, and I note the minister
addressed this issue in her summation at the end of the
second-reading debate. I do not intend to reprosecute
the case that Mr Drum made during his contribution,
but I formally move the amendment standing in
Mr Drum’s name to clause 5 so that the licence-holders
are not authorised to use any fishing net in Corio Bay
on or after 1 April 2017 rather than 1 April 2018.
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — For
completeness, I will restate the comments that I made
in the second-reading debate. This is legislation that is
going to have a profound impact on the 43 affected
licence-holders, as members discussed during the
debate, and not only the licence-holders but also their
families and their employees, as Mr Ramsay alluded to
with some of his questions.
The area around Corio Bay that the coalition seeks to
bring the ban forward one year on is the most contested
and is an area that has given rise to the policy that has
brought us to this legislation, but I implore members to
oppose this resolution. The commercial fishers, for
whom this is so significant, need certainty. They have
had some time to contemplate a 2018 cessation. This
was presented at the same time that the vastly enhanced
compensation package was presented, and it is my
preference and the government’s preference that we
keep the integrity of the package intact and that we do
not force this additional burden on a group of people
who have already been dealt a pretty tough deal by this
legislation and this policy, so the government will be
opposing this amendment.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I just
want to clarify something. Obviously the Greens have
opposed the buyout. Is it clear from the mover of this
amendment that this is designed to make the buyout
happen even sooner?
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) — The
intention is to bring forward that process by a year for
the relevant Corio Bay fishers.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — In that
case I have a question for the minister. If all the
elements of this package are interrelated — and there is
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a whole range of different questions here, from asset
values to taxation treatment and options to exit the
industry at various times — would the insertion of this
amendment not have a whole series of ripple effects
through these other negotiations that the minister has
been engaged in?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — If the
opposition successfully moves this amendment — and I
think it is up to the Greens to determine the outcome of
that — then the impact on those commercial fishers
who operate nets in Corio Bay will be that their option
around when they are out is further limited. It will not
cause the rest of the package to fall apart. It will not do
that.
One of the things that we have been very keen to
preserve throughout is providing certainty and being as
responsive as possible to the people who are affected by
this, and not in a way that is going to diminish our
determination to deliver on the election commitment. I
think this is unnecessary. We will achieve the policy
objective. We will achieve the cessation in Corio Bay
by 2018, and for the people who are caught up in this
and whose livelihoods are affected, I think enough is
enough. This brings very little additional benefit to
what is a very significant reform, something that
recreational fishers have campaigned for for a really
long time, but something that is impacting 43 families
pretty profoundly. I think it is really unnecessary.
Committee divided on amendment:
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Carling-Jenkins, Dr
Dalidakis, Mr (Teller)
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Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
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Jennings, Mr
Melhem, Mr
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Clause agreed to; clauses 6 to 7 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Report adopted.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
Sitting suspended 6.37 p.m. until 8.08 p.m.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING
AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES)
BILL 2015
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 November; motion of
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State).
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) — It
gives me pleasure tonight to speak on the Public Health
and Wellbeing Amendment (Safe Access Zones) Bill
2015. I must say that I have a bit of a sense of
deja vu — it was only 2 September, Acting President,
that we were debating your private members bill in
relation to safe access zones. I congratulate you,
Ms Patten, for your advocacy in relation to this issue
and for the work you did to persuade the government to
go away, work on the bill you had drafted to address
some of the issues and then bring it back to this place as
a government bill, and I think it is very fitting that you
are in the chair for this debate.
I am also pleased to inform the house that the
coalition — the Liberal Party and The Nationals as two
separate parties — will be having a free vote on this
bill. This reflects the wide variety of views within the
parties, and I am very pleased that the Liberal Party and
The Nationals have determined that it is an issue, given
both represent such a wide range of views and
perspectives, that members will have the opportunity to
have a free vote on. The fact is that there is a wide
range of views on this issue not only within our party
but within the Parliament and in the community as a
whole, and certainly I think that we can be respectful of
those views.
I am sure many members in this place will have a clear
view in terms of their own perspective and how they
will be dealing with their contribution to the debate and
their vote on the bill. From my perspective, I think at
the heart of the bill is the issue of women who want to
safely and without intimidation access legal health
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services. I think that is what is at its heart. I do not think
this is an issue about freedom of speech; I think there
are provisions in here that allow in many fora for
people to express their wideranging views on abortion.
For me this bill at its heart is about women when they
are often at their most vulnerable being able to make
the choice to attend a clinic or a hospital to get some
advice and to seek some counselling or perhaps some
reproductive health services, one of which may be the
procurement of an abortion. That is legal, that is
allowed and that is a choice they are able to make, and
they should be able to do that freely and without
harassment or intimidation. On a personal level I will
be supporting this bill because I believe that it achieves
the outcome of safe access to legal health services.
I take this opportunity to go through some of the
elements of the bill as the lead speaker on the coalition
side. The purpose of the bill is to create safe access
zones around premises at which abortions are provided
and to prohibit the publication and distribution of
certain recordings. The bill defines a safe access zone
as an area within a radius of 150 metres from premises
at which abortions are provided.
The bill also identifies the forms of behaviour to be
prescribed as prohibited within a safe access zone. New
section 185B outlines that they include besetting,
harassing, intimidating, interfering with, threatening,
hindering, obstructing or impeding a person who may
be accessing, attempting to access or leaving premises
at which abortions are provided. Prohibited behaviour
also includes communicating on abortions in a way that
is reasonably likely to cause distress or anxiety,
interfering with or impeding a footpath without
reasonable excuse and recording without reasonable
excuse a person accessing or leaving a premises.
New section 185B in new part 9A makes it clear that
the behaviour is prohibited only at premises where
abortions are performed and that pharmacies, for
example, that dispense the morning-after pill or RU486
or clinics providing family planning advice and
counselling are not captured by this legislation. New
sections 185D and 185E create the new offences of
engaging in prohibited behaviour within a safe access
zone, and distributing or publishing a recording of a
person accessing, attempting to access or leaving a
premises, with the penalty for each of the two offences
being 120 penalty units or imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 12 months. A new principle is being inserted
to guide the interpretation of these offences. The
principle is that the public is entitled to access health
services, including abortions. That principle sets the
tone very much up-front.
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The bill in many ways replicates a lot of the elements of
the private members bill we have debated previously. It
does, though, make some changes and what I believe
are viewed as enhancements. The elements of the bill
we have debated previously are largely maintained.
When you think about why the bill is needed, you find
there are two key elements. The first is that, as I
genuinely believe, women who have been seeking to
access abortion services have been harassed and
intimidated in that process. I have not relied on just
what I have read; I did seek advice from the police in
relation to this matter. I want to thank the Minister for
Police for facilitating a briefing for me with the station
commander at Melbourne East, Acting Inspector
Huntington, and with Superintendent Millen, who looks
after the Melbourne police district. They very clearly
said to me that they believe that harassment and
intimidation are taking place and that this needs
resolution. They said that this has been going on for
20 years, that they may turn up to a situation when they
are called and that it may look calm but as soon as they
leave the harassment may then recommence, so it is
very hard to pinpoint it.
The police are obviously there only at certain times,
often when that behaviour is not being demonstrated.
The police are of the view that a physical separation
between the entrance to the service and the people who
are seeking to stand outside expressing a view or
offering what they term counselling services would
actually be the solution to avoiding the harassing and
intimidating behaviour. That is very much what we
have in the bill today.
Something else has been clear and interesting through
the course of the past few months while we have been
having these conversations. A number of people have
said to me in conversation that they live or work near
the area or they have cause to walk near the area with
some regularity. I am referring of course to the clinic in
East Melbourne. Each and every one of those people
expressed a personal opinion that even though they may
not be accessing the clinic in the East Melbourne, they
too felt nervous, anxious, in some cases threatened and
certainly terribly uncomfortable in walking past the
clinic because of the nature of the protests and the
presence of the individuals outside the clinic entrance.
If an individual who is going about their everyday
business feels that way, I am confident and believe
what the police say about an individual who at a very
vulnerable time is making a decision about the
reproductive health choices in front of them — that
their experience is one that would be quite traumatic
and certainly that they may feel harassed or intimidated
as a result.
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The second part of why we need the bill is because
often there are claims that we already have laws in
place. Once again, the message from the police was
clearly that the laws currently in place have not enabled
them to solve the situation as it stands today and as they
see and experience it, and that a separation is needed by
way of a legislative result. We have also had feedback
from the clinic, including in relation to the recent case
with the Melbourne City Council in the Supreme Court
where a decision was not upheld, that consistently the
laws that are in place have not been able to be applied
to resolve the tensions, harassment and intimidation that
are happening, often on a daily basis. Even the Law
Reform Commission in 2008 highlighted that this was
an issue that needed to be addressed. On the basis that
women are genuinely experiencing harassment and
intimidation and on the basis that the laws we have in
place are not able to be used to resolve the situation, it
is very clear to me that it should be resolved and that
the bill as put forward is the mechanism by which to do
it.
In my role as the shadow Minister for Health and
having responsibility for this area I sought from others
in the sector some advice in relation to this issue. I want
to comment on that, once again thanking all of them for
the input that has been provided. I want to put on the
record some of their comments. Rita Butera, the
executive director of Women’s Health Victoria, made a
quite lengthy submission to the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee. I highlight a comment in that
submission:
There is evidence on the local and international level that
encountering anti-abortion groups while attempting to access
legal abortion services has significant impacts on the health
and wellbeing of women.

The evidence also shows that the behaviour which is
demonstrated regularly in East Melbourne and at other
locations has a further impact on the health and
wellbeing of the women who are seeking to access
these services.
I also had input from Dr Susie Allanson, a clinical
psychologist at the Fertility Control Clinic. She said:
The Fertility Control Clinic is the most visible abortion
provider chronically targeted by anti-abortion extremists. Our
recent failed action in the Supreme Court ultimately provided
a range of helpful evidence and clarity about the need for safe
access zone legislation. With our unique experience, we
wholeheartedly support the government’s Public Health and
Wellbeing Amendment (Safe Access Zones) Bill … which
will ensure safe access for women and staff at Victorian
abortion providers.

I also had input from the Victorian Equal Opportunity
and Human Rights Commission, which states:
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The commission is pleased to welcome the bill in its current
form and considers that it strikes the appropriate balance
between the rights to privacy, safety and non-discrimination
of patients and staff seeking to access clinics providing
abortion services and the rights to freedom of expression and
assembly of those seeking to express their views on the issue
of abortion.

Finally, in a submission to the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee, Emily Howie, director of
advocacy and research at the Human Rights Law
Centre, stated:
The Human Rights Law Centre strongly supports the rights to
freedom of opinion and expression, including the rights of
anti-abortionists to hold and express those views. However,
those rights are not absolute and must be balanced against the
rights of women to safely and privately access health care and
their rights to non-discrimination.
We believe the bill strikes an appropriate balance between the
competing sets of rights in the circumstances.

I have also had many emails from individuals who have
an alternate view in relation to this. As I said at the
commencement of my contribution, I certainly respect
the range of views. However, having assessed from my
personal perspective the input from people who have
been involved both in providing these services and in
thinking about the policy implications, and also having
read the many emails I have been sent by people
arguing on the other side, I believe that at its heart this
is about women’s right to access legal health services
and that they should be able to make that decision free
of intimidation and harassment.
If I compare the two bills, I think it is fair to say that the
bill we are debating today allows, on my reading, a
wider range of activities than would have been allowed
for in the private members bill. The advice we were
provided in the briefing — and once again I want to
thank the minister’s office for providing a
comprehensive briefing in terms of the bill we are
debating today — made it clear that where there is not
communication specifically in relation to abortion, that
is perfectly allowed within the zone. One of the issues
that will probably be tested is how far that is allowed to
go. Praying, the singing of hymns and people
performing some of their religious rituals will be
allowed. The issue arises once it becomes relevant in
relation to communicating about abortion. Secondly,
there is a qualifier in this bill that communication must
not be ‘reasonably likely to cause distress or anxiety’.
So instead of a blanket exclusion, people are still
allowed to undertake some of the actions they may
choose to. The issue is the impact it may have on a
person seeking to access the abortion services that are
located alongside where that is occurring.
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I come back to my point once again. I do not believe
women should feel anxious, I do not believe they
should be distressed and I do not believe they should be
intimidated or harassed in seeking to make choices
about access to legal health services. I believe this is an
issue whose time has well and truly come; I think it is
important. Back in 2008 we debated the legalisation of
abortion. I was very pleased to be able to support the
abortion law reform bill at that time. What we have
seen over an extended period of time in relation to the
provision of those legal abortion services is an attempt
to hinder women who are seeking to access them. This
is another step, from my perspective, along the way to
making sure that legal services can be safely accessed.
On that basis, once again acknowledging that we will
have a variety of views — I am sure it will be a
rigorous debate — I want to commend you, Acting
President, for your work. We would not be here today if
that work had not been undertaken. It is a credit to you.
I congratulate the minister on taking on that work and
refining it. I believe we now have a bill which allows
more action, communication and expression of beliefs
and views to occur while still requiring that women be
able to access services in a reasonable way. I look
forward to the debate. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) — It gives me great
pleasure to rise to speak in relation to this bill tonight. I
make my contribution off the back of what has been a
comprehensive debate not only in relation to the
operation of the bill in its current form but also in
relation to the fundamental need to strike an appropriate
and proportionate balance between the exercise of
individual rights and freedoms on the one hand as they
apply to seeking medical treatment and procedures such
as abortions and making sure that the exercise of
religious freedom and implied freedoms are considered
in the context of developing a piece of legislation that
fundamentally affects rights across a number of levels.
In reference to the contribution made by
Ms Wooldridge, I note that this issue was canvassed at
some length when the bill introduced by you, Acting
President, first came before to the house. A number of
contributions in the course of that particular debate
canvassed the issue at great length and in significant
detail, and I do not intend to reprosecute them this
evening with the relatively limited time that I have
available to me. I do wish to state at the outset,
however, that this is not a piece of legislation that has
been drafted lightly. It has been prepared with very
cautious and considered consultation, and it has been
put together with reference to a number of competing
interests. It has been underpinned by an assessment of
the way in which the Charter of Human Rights and
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Responsibilities operates to overlay fundamental and
foundational rights and entitlements in the making of
Victorian law. To that extent, I note that the charter has
performed a significant role in the development of this
particular bill and that it goes a significant way towards
addressing many of the concerns which have been
expressed in communications to my electorate office
and also to the offices, no doubt, of many of my
colleagues in this chamber.
This is an issue that polarises people. It is an issue that
attracts significant and ardently held views for a range
of reasons. I note that we have been privy to a number
of those views, which have been expressed to us
directly and indirectly in the course of this debate.
Despite the fact that I do not agree with many of those
views in relation to the exercise of certain rights and
freedoms, I am grateful to those who have taken the
time to write to my office or contact me. I am grateful
to those who have made the effort to make their views
known. It is through this sort of iterative process that
our bills become better and our debate is better
informed.
With that in mind, I turn to the bill itself. As is stated in
the bill and in the statement of compatibility, which has
been prepared in accordance with the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities, this bill is about
making amendments to the Public Health and
Wellbeing Act 2008 to provide for safe access zones
and to prohibit the publication or distribution of
recordings of persons accessing, attempting to access or
leaving premises at which abortions are performed. It is
also about providing search warrants in relation to the
offences which involve recording, publishing or
distributing.
New section 185D prohibits certain behaviours within
the safe access zones. These have been canvassed in
significant detail by members in the other place and by
Ms Wooldridge here this evening, and again I do not
propose to repeat them lock, stock and barrel. What I
do wish to do, however, is to address a number of
concerns and positions raised by stakeholders in the
course of the preparation of this particular bill and to
respond to them in making my contribution. I note that
the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
process has been extensive. It has looked at the way in
which this particular bill, and any bill related to the
exercise of reproductive rights and accessing abortions,
is likely to raise the temperatures of people from around
the community.
I note too that this is an issue which is intensely private
for those women who access abortions. It is an
intensely private and difficult process and time to go
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through. It is something which is not, at least in the
experience of those with whom I have dealt who have
accessed abortions, ever entered into lightly. It is
something which is the subject of often anguished
contemplation. It is something which will cause distress
and anxiety for a person reaching a conclusion on
whether to take such action. It is, however, a decision
for any woman to make for herself as to whether or not
she accesses an abortion. In doing so there will always
be a number of countervailing factors at play in the
community.
However, to have those positions put to a woman in a
way which would tend to threaten, harass, belittle,
intimidate or otherwise compromise her dignity and
wellbeing within the area now described as the safe
access zone to my mind actually prioritises the
competing right of those people who hold the view that
abortions ought not be carried out over the rights of a
woman who chooses to access those services. To my
mind that fatally compromises the proportionality
which is expressed at the heart of this bill. The
competing interests which are the heart of this bill are
geared toward providing access in a dignified way to
health services, providing safe access for women to
access abortion services and providing access in a way
that does not cause a woman to feel beset, harassed,
intimidated, interfered with or threatened, and in a way
that does not in fact hinder or obstruct her or impede
her by any means.
Ms Wooldridge made a number of interesting points on
the issue of a silent prayer vigil, and I note that I have
also received a large amount of correspondence on this
issue in the lead-up to this evening’s debate. It has been
raised in relation to the implied freedom of political
communication under the commonwealth
constitution — that the limitation of access to a silent
prayer vigil may create an incursion upon that implied
constitutional right at a federal level. It is my
understanding, however, that we have obtained legal
advice on this issue and that the communications
offence has been drafted in a very particular way to
ensure that it does not contravene the implied freedom
of political communication within the commonwealth
constitution.
Specifically there is not a blanket ban on
communication about abortion in the zone. It is,
however, subject to an objective test. Only
communication that is reasonably likely to cause
distress or anxiety is prohibited within the zone, and
that is very clearly set out within the statement of
compatibility itself. This means that behaviour such as
calling women murderers is clearly prohibited and
would fall within the definition of prohibited behaviour,

4753

but silent prayer vigils — and this was something that
Ms Wooldridge referred to in her contribution — may
or may not be permitted, depending on the
circumstances in which they take place. To my mind a
silent prayer vigil which takes place within a safe
access zone that would not have taken place but for the
existence of that abortion clinic is more likely than not
to have been engineered or organised for the purpose or
for purposes which include intimidating, harassing,
belittling, obstructing, hindering or impeding a
woman’s right to access an abortion. Again this falls to
the courts and police to determine.
There is a very difficult challenge ahead, as there is
with much legislation that seeks to describe and define
certain offences and transgressions, but again the
separation of powers is there for a very good reason. It
relies upon the judiciary and the police to exercise those
powers in assessing on those reasonable grounds
whether or not certain behaviour in the circumstances
would cause or would likely cause the sorts of
responses that would invoke distress or anxiety within
the zone and constitute offences under the bill.
Specifically the behaviour needs to be witnessed by a
person who is accessing an abortion or attempting to
access or leave the premises of an area around which a
safe access zone operates. Again this is an example of
how the courts would have work to do in relation to
understanding the facts and circumstances of any
alleged contravention of these provisions and to
determining the circumstances in which it might
reasonably and objectively be concluded that a woman
seeking to access such abortion services or other
medical and related services might feel distressed or
anxious.
I note in relation to Melbourne and the specific
geographic areas outlined that most of the sites, such as
the Australian Catholic University Catholic Theological
College, the John Paul II Institute for Marriage and
Family, St Patrick’s Cathedral, the Cardinal Knox
Centre and the Greek Orthodox church are not in fact
within the zone as it is described within the bill. Where
they are in the zone, however, they are on the other side
of Victoria Parade or several buildings down, so any
activity on these sites is unlikely to be seen or heard by
people who are accessing abortions.
It is, however, also important to note that where people
are exercising religious rights and freedoms within
these buildings and within the grounds of these
buildings, they are perfectly entitled to do so, and to
that end this bill balances the proportionality of
competing interests by maintaining that right to
exercise religious freedom and to go about the business
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of prayer, of worship and of engagement in social
issues in a way that many religious institutions and
organisations do. Normal religious practice within this
zone — so long as it is not performed with the intent of
dissuading people from accessing abortion or in a way
that would reasonably constitute conduct that might
cause distress or anxiety — would in fact be permitted.
I note also that in Tasmania there is a church within
150 metres of the abortion provider. In that instance the
church, as I have just indicated, is still able to carry on
normal activities outside. This bill respects the fact that
religious institutions and organisations ought to be
permitted to join with people from a congregation or
parishioners in order to undertake their activities. The
only restriction is that outside the building they cannot
express opposition to abortion, so again it is about
communication in relation to abortion that is reasonably
likely to cause distress or anxiety.
To my mind this bill strikes an appropriate balance
between competing rights and interests. We have seen
submissions from Family Planning Victoria, which has
also made submissions to the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee, the Human Rights Law
Resource Centre and many individuals and groups
around Victoria who have very passionately held views
about this particular issue. This is something which we
also saw in the context of the debate in 2008 on the
reproductive rights bill. That was legislation which
members of this chamber — and even those who were
not in the chamber at the time, myself included — were
very enthusiastically committed to seeing through on
the basis that it provided rights and freedoms to women
who might otherwise lack the dignity, lack the privacy
and lack the access to medical services that are so
crucial to exercising proper rights and choices.
The key changes in the bill have been canvassed and
have been canvassed at length. However, at the core of
this bill is the capacity to safely, privately and without
fear, intimidation, harassment or obstruction access an
abortion. I have provided support to and accompanied
women who have obtained abortions. I have seen
firsthand the enormous pain, anguish and anxiety that
accompany a decision of such magnitude. This is not a
decision that is taken lightly. This is not a decision
which is taken without distress and anxiety. To cause or
be reckless as to the causation of further distress and/or
anxiety in the context of walking to an abortion
provider to my mind leaves the proportionality and the
individual rights and freedoms in accessing an abortion
by the wayside. What it does is significantly and
substantively undermine a woman’s capacity to access
abortion services. It undermines the capacity of a
woman to exercise her fundamental reproductive rights
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in a way that we were so careful to debate and reach a
conclusion in 2008.
The legislation is in fact necessary. We have seen from
common-law challenges and from various debates in
relation to protest zones that this is in fact a reasonable
and proportionate step. This bill does the right thing for
women who seek to exercise reproductive choice. It is
not for everybody. Bills need to strike the right balance.
This bill strikes the right balance. This bill, as is set out
in the statement of compatibility, complies with the
charter of human rights, and I commend it to the house.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — I rise today to speak on the Public
Health and Wellbeing Amendment (Safe Access
Zones) Bill 2015, a bill introduced by the government.
This bill’s purpose is to provide — and I quote from the
bill — ‘safe access zones around premises at which
abortions are provided’. I wish to dispute this wording.
This bill is not really about safe access, for these zones
are not safe. They are not safe for women and they are
not safe for the pre-born children they carry into but not
out of the premises.
First I need to lay some necessary groundwork or
foundational comments to my contribution. Women, I
believe, are victims of the abortion industry. While the
ads that these clinics put out may say that abortions are
low risk, they fail to create a full picture of the
impacts — the physical impacts, the emotional impacts,
the scars and the grief. Abortion trauma, sometimes
referred to as post-abortion grief, frequently destroys
relationships, shatters families both present and future
and leads to crippling emotional strain. Abortion is not
a solution to a problem, only a symptom of one.
Anne Lastman, who is a colleague and a friend, in her
book Redeeming Grief — Abortion and its Pain quotes
a 2011 study by Coleman, published in the British
Journal of Psychiatry, a peer-reviewed journal.
Coleman found that of all mental health problems of
women 10 per cent are related to abortion. Anne writes:
This was one of the largest ever studies on this topic using
877 181 participants out of which 163 831 had had an
abortion. This study took care to avoid all data which could
lead to the mantra ‘bias’ by its stringent criteria for
inclusion/exclusion of previous studies which were deemed
questionable.
Professor Coleman, who has done much work into this area
of mental health issues in women, presents the most
comprehensive study to date and according to her this study
was carried out in order to offer the best and most valid
information to those seeking abortion and for women to be
clearly informed and to make informed decision when
deciding whether or not to abort.
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This study showed some astonishing figures: 34 per cent
increase in anxiety disorders (e.g., OCD, panic attacks and
some of the symptoms experienced over time like sadness,
uncontrollable weeping, loss of concentration, loss of joy of
life).
110 per cent greater risk of alcohol and substance abuse,
leading to other self-abuse as a result of being under
these influences.
155 per cent greater risk of attempting suicide and
suicide ideation (persistent thinking about suicide).
This is a study which is not old or antiquated but is a new and
reliable one using and analysing other reputable studies
(meta-analysis) by reputable researchers without the
‘religious mantra’. This study says clearly please watch out,
abortion seriously hurts women and men and babies and
society. If the health of women is something we are all
interested in, which then leads to health of society, then
abortion is not the answer.

On a personal note, this past Sunday I spoke to a
woman who, while now aged in her 40s, vividly
remembers the abortion she had in her teens with deep
regret and sadness. While she, unlike many women, has
taken steps to ensure that she has recovered, she
described to me that she knows she has passed through
her grief and need not carry guilt any longer. However,
her regret is still palpable. For many, abortion is a death
experience where one’s personal choice and experience
does not negate but rather adds to the suffering.
Abortion Grief Australia, which proclaims, ‘It is time
we listen to the pain’, says this about this experience of
abortion:
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even doctors clinics. While the bill has purposely
excluded pharmacies which dispense RU486, it
apparently will apply to the GP clinics.
The Guardian newspaper recently reported Minister for
Health, Jill Hennessy, as telling ABC radio, ‘The
legislation would also apply to GP clinics prescribing
the abortion pill, RU486’. If this is indeed the case,
there are around — I would like to remind the house —
40 000 GPs in Victoria and an estimated 10 000 GP
clinics. There are many with such clinics in the CBD.
Should this extreme law pass, with a 150-metre radius
around each clinic, almost the entire CBD will be a
no-go zone for pro-life activism.
Earlier this year I assisted the government to repeal
Victoria’s move-on laws as an unfair restriction on free
speech. I supported the Summary Offences
Amendment (Move-on Laws) Bill 2015 based on the
principles of freedom of speech, freedom of
association, freedom of assembly and basically the
equality of all humans. These principles form the heart
of DLP political philosophy. We know them to be
integral to guaranteeing the conditions for a public
discourse that will progress us towards a civil society.
Freedoms are a right, a responsibility and a risk.
Freedoms are at the heart of human dignity and the
common good, principles which I am committed to
upholding and which I do not see within this bill.

The emotional strain of abortion can be overwhelming for the
very young and those already struggling to cope with other
issues.

At the time that the move-on laws were repealed the
Attorney-General, Martin Pakula, stated: ‘Victoria
doesn’t need Bjelke-Petersen-style laws designed to
silence dissent and outlaw peaceful protests’. What a
fickle and short-sighted government — because this is
exactly what this bill is about. So it is okay to be a
union protester loudly proclaiming your objections to
unfair or unsafe work practices, but hold a prayer vigil
outside an abortion clinic and not only will you be
moved on but you will be hit with a fine or threatened
with imprisonment of up to 12 months. It is also okay
to block access to businesses and hold huge violent
protests for and against racism, but if these laws are not
clarified, Bernie Finn’s peaceful March for the Babies
becomes illegal.

Now that I have laid the foundation, I will turn to the
essence of this bill. This bill ignores the realities of the
dangers of abortion. This bill seeks to make it a crime
for any pro-life communication within a radius of
150 metres of an abortion clinic. Much of the debate
around this bill has centred on the controversial clinic in
East Melbourne. However, we are voting on a law
tonight which will place no-go zones around all
Victorian abortion clinics, public hospitals and private
hospitals where abortions are performed and possibly

These laws are so extreme that a protest or vigil held
outside clinic hours is also going to be subject to the
penalties. As it stands, this bill is impractical and
discriminates against and therefore seeks to restrict
religious freedoms. One of the many Dr Marie Stopes
abortion clinics is at 182–184 Victoria Parade, East
Melbourne. The 150-metre radius — or the no-go
zone — encompasses the Greek Orthodox church next
door and all the grounds of the Australian Catholic
University. Pro-life discussion, which may cause

These traumatised women and men have an innate belief that
what is destroyed in the abortion is an unborn baby,
regardless of size or gestation and irrespective of the values
and beliefs of doctors, lawmakers, family, partner et cetera.
Conflicted and unable to express the enormity of their grief,
the traumatised struggle with feelings of isolation that usually
leaves them questioning their own mental health.
Many believe they can never be whole or have joy in their life
again, that the pain will never go away.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES) BILL 2015
4756

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

distress under this bill, will be prevented outside this
church, on the grounds of the Australian Catholic
University, on the grounds of the Catholic Education
Office and on part of St Patrick’s Cathedral property.

Further on in the opinion the lawyers write:

The Very Reverend Father Kosmas Damianides from
the Holy Church of the Annunciation of Our Lady,
which is the second oldest Greek Orthodox church in
Australia, is at 186 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne,
and he has expressed grave concerns about this bill and
what its implications may be for his parishioners, who
may well discuss their pro-life views outside the
church, which practically shares a wall with an abortion
clinic. I hope members can see from this that the
proposed no-go zone restricts far more speech than is
necessary to achieve the legitimate interests of
protecting public safety, patient access to lawful
services and the unobstructed use of public footpaths
and streets. The High Court, in assessing this
legislation, will have to ask whether the size of the zone
is reasonably appropriate and adapted to serve the
government’s legitimate ends.

in this case —

This bill, in my opinion, aggressively, unnecessarily
and disproportionately targets free speech and political
communication on a contested subject which is
protected under our constitution. I read now from a
legal opinion which I have been given permission to
use. It was written for Mr Dan Flynn, an Australian
legal practitioner and Victorian director of the
Australian Christian Lobby. It was written by N. G.
Rochow and F. C. Brohier and was on the matter of the
validity of clause 5 of the Public Health and Wellbeing
Amendment (Safe Access Zones) Bill 2015. In this
opinion they claim:
Our view is that the bill effectively burdens the implied
freedom of political communication and … there are strong
arguments that it is not —

and at this point they reference a ruling from Lange v.
Australian Broadcasting Corporation [1997] —
‘reasonably appropriate and adapted to serve a legitimate end
the fulfilment of which is compatible with the maintenance of
the constitutionally prescribed system of representative and
responsible government’ … and hence may be invalid.

Furthermore, this opinion refers to Slaveski v. Smith
[2012]. They state that in this case the Court of Appeal
said of the High Court’s approach:
If the words of a statute are capable of more than one
meaning, the court should give them whichever of those
meanings best accords with the human right in question.

There will certainly be an interesting High Court case
coming from this bill.

In Monis three judges of the High Court held that the relevant
section (which prohibited offensive communications by
use —

of the postal service) was invalid as it infringed the implied
freedom. French CJ (with whom Heydon J agreed)
considered that — ‘unreasonable, strident, hurtful and highly
offensive’ communications fall within the range of robust
political debate. Hayne J held that elimination of
communications giving offence without more was not a
legitimate end for legislation. Political debate was not and
could not be free from passion or appeal to emotion or insult
and invective — the giving and taking offence was inevitable.

They wrote:
The right of freedom of expression is a fundamental right in a
free society.

My last point. They wrote:
In Monis, the three judges who found the relevant section
invalid, substantially agreed that political communications in
Australia legitimately included that which was offensive and
hurtful, and that a provision which attempted to prohibit such
discourse was invalid.

I find comfort in the fact that, based on this, this bill
will be subjected to a legal challenge in the future, just
as the laws in Tasmania are. Senior counsel in the
opinion provided to Mr Flynn stated that there is a
strong argument that the prohibition of communications
within 150 metres will offend the implied freedom of
political communication and will be found to be
unconstitutional and invalid by the High Court.
There are two more facts around this case which I feel
necessary to bring once again to the attention of this
house, albeit briefly. Firstly, there is the 2001 case
where a security guard was shot and killed. This was a
tragedy — a tragedy which would not have been
avoided if this law was in place. The man who
undertook this crime stole a gun, cycled to Melbourne,
lived as a hermit and shot the guard. He acted alone. He
acted contrary to pro-life values. He was a lone wolf, if
you will. Legislation, tragically, will never be able to
stop such a determined and misguided individual.
Secondly, I would like to point out that in the case of
Fertility Control Clinic v. Melbourne City Council
earlier this year the lawyers for the Fertility Control
Clinic did not plead the facts in this case. I would
dispute that the result of this case is a trigger for such a
bill as this. There was no finding of harassment or
intimidation. Furthermore, there was no proof that
existing laws do not protect women from harassment
and intimidation.
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This bill is a disproportionate response to a misleading
story, fabricated for the advantage of the abortion
industry. The true effect of this bill, if not amended,
will be to make peaceful protest, prayer, support
workers and counsellors illegal in the vicinity of
abortion clinics.
So I turn now to the false narrative underlying this bill.
This bill and the commentary around this bill has been
based on a gross misunderstanding at best, vicious and
deliberate lies at worst. I am now going to quote
extensively from work prepared by the Helpers of
God’s Precious Infants and directed to Minister
Hennessy, where they set out the false accusations
against the work that they currently do. They also point
out the false and misleading information supplied in
relation to this bill. Basically they believe that the bill’s
premise is based on a misconception and not on reality,
and I would agree with this. We have been told that this
bill is designed to support women’s reproductive health
choices. However, this is how the Helpers responded:
In fact, this bill is designed to get rid of us from outside the
abortion business. It fails to support a woman’s right to
choose to give birth to her baby. We pointed out this flaw in
our submission to the DHHS, but you have overlooked this in
presenting the bill to the Parliament.

The extensive consultation process did not actually
listen to these groups. Another claim made in the
presentation of this bill is that it will enable staff to
access their workplace without being verbally abused,
obstructed or threatened. The Helpers stated:
In fact, staff are not verbally abused, obstructed or threatened
by us —

the Helpers —
as we pointed out in our submission. Once again, you have
ignored our evidence and misled Parliament by making false
and malicious claims about us.

Furthermore, the Helpers have been accused of criminal
conduct, to which they respond:
In fact, no Helper has ever been found guilty of any criminal
offence outside an abortion centre. This is in spite of our
actions being photographed, filmed, witnessed by security
guards and members of the general public and MCC officers
and police. In over 20 years of what you describe to
Parliament as daily harassment, the abortion business has
failed to provide a single piece of physical evidence to
substantiate any claim against us. On the other hand, abortion
business staff and security guards have committed numerous
offences against us: assault (as proven in court), theft,
vandalism, kicking … making obscene comments to us,
et cetera. We have many of these incidents on video, as you
would expect. You have misled Parliament by failing to
mention the offensive and sometimes criminal behaviour of
staff of the abortion business and by falsely implying that our
behaviour is criminal.
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There has also been a claim that while the Helpers may
genuinely believe they are helping women, they are
actually intimidating and causing anxiety to them. The
Parliament has been given the impression that the
Helpers are not helping anyone and are ignorant of the
alleged harm that they are allegedly causing. They
write:
In fact, it is mothers themselves who have told us that they are
grateful for our help. You failed to mention this to Parliament,
even though it formed a large part of our submission. You
have also failed to acknowledge the good work we have done,
as proved by the testimonies of those whom we have helped.
The bill does not provide for any private or government
organisation to fill the gap that would be left in the absence of
the services that we now provide.

In discussion around the bill there has been a lot of
reference to the 2011 study of the Victorian abortion
business. They write:
… you did not mention to Parliament that this is the Fertility
Control Clinic.
… that this survey is not peer-reviewed and was not
published in any professional journal. As such, its reliability is
questionable.

There have been claims made that the bill will strike an
appropriate balance. The Helpers write:
In fact, you have completely ignored our submission of
42 pages; you have not addressed any of the issues we raised
in that submission and you have not informed Parliament of
your failure to do so. We point out that the charter requires
that in any conflict of rights, policymakers will adopt the least
restrictive approach to balancing those rights. It is hard for us
to imagine a more restrictive approach than the one you have
taken. By failing to address our submission and failing to
address this requirement of the charter, you have misled
Parliament as to the effect of the bill.

Far from being about privacy, this bill is about
isolation — the isolation of women from information
about options. The bill fails to understand the nature of
the work of the Helpers as advocates, not protesters.
I wish to acknowledge that this debate is being
observed tonight by members of the Helpers as well as
by at least one mother and her daughter, who were
rescued by the Helpers outside an abortion clinic. I also
wish to acknowledge the photo sent this morning to all
members of this place of a healthy baby girl saved by
her mother with the assistance of the Helpers, sent by
Ben O’Brien on behalf of the Helpers of God’s
Precious Infants. It was in our inbox this morning.
As I have mentioned before in the house, there is a
human face to this debate — a debate about whether
facts are being drowned out in favour of a well-crafted
but rather misleading story. In a state where there is no
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mandatory counselling, no need for a GP referral for an
abortion, no need to provide information about holistic
health care alternatives and no need for a woman to be
informed about the options available to her, such as
pregnancy support, many women speak about turning
up at an abortion centre without fully thinking through
their decision. In the absence of any other avenue for
promoting choice, the people outside abortion clinics
are often the only ones providing an alternative — a
real choice.
Earlier this year the Herald Sun published a letter
headed ‘Protesters helped me’. It says in part:
I approached an abortion clinic, about five years ago.
I was 12 weeks pregnant. The pregnancy was unexpected and
I made an appointment at the clinic …
… I was gently approached by an older lady who gave me a
brochure. Her only words were, ‘Do you really want to do
this?’. I said, ‘No’.
People speak negatively about ‘the protesters’ at the front of
abortion clinics, but these lovely people saved me and my
baby.
…
I ask members of Parliament to vote against this bill so that
women like me can have real choice.

This afternoon I had the privilege of meeting the author
of this letter and her four-year-old daughter. She
described to me the care and support she received and
continues to receive from this group of committed
individuals. I cannot understand how anyone can
suggest that the birth and life of this healthy little girl
should have been prevented.
If emotive arguments do not work for you, I will return
to being an academic once more. In 2012 the journal
Contraception published an article by Foster et al.
headed ‘Effect of abortion protesters on women’s
emotional response to abortion’. The authors did this
because little was known about women’s experiences
with and reactions to protesters and how protesters
affect women’s emotional responses to abortion. They
interviewed almost 1000 women seeking abortions
between 2008 and 2010. Most facilities that they went
to reported a regular protester presence. One-third
identified protesters as being aggressive towards their
patients. Nearly half of the women interviewed said that
they had seen protesters. The conclusion in this report is
that while protesters may upset some women seeking
abortion services, there are no lasting effects. It states:
… exposure to protesters does not seem to have an effect on
women’s emotions about the abortion one week later.
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This peer-reviewed article has been ignored in the
preparation of this bill in favour of abortion
clinic-sponsored research and in favour of the opinion
of those who profit from this industry.
This law is simply not reasonable; 150 metres is a
disproportionate response. The penalties are
disproportionate responses; 120 penalty units or up to
12 months imprisonment is quite a punishment for
praying the rosary, displaying a poster on church
grounds or holding an open-air discussion group. I look
forward to this bill being considered in the committee
stage where I can explore some of the concerns that I
have outlined and hopefully provide some assurances
for those who presently feel they are the victims of a
targeted attack on their religious and political freedoms.
I wish to thank the 13 MPs in the other place who voted
against this bill: Robert Clark, the member for Box Hill;
Neil Angus, the member for Forest Hill; Richard
Riordan, the member for Polwarth; Gary Blackwood,
the member for Narracan; David Southwick, the
member for Caulfield; Tim Bull, the member for
Gippsland East; Murray Thompson, the member for
Sandringham; Bill Tilley, the member for Benambra;
Martin Dixon, the member for Nepean; Nick Wakeling,
the member for Ferntree Gully; Michael Gidley, the
member for Mount Waverley; Graham Watt, the
member for Burwood; and David Hodgett, the member
for Croydon. I thank these principled individuals, and I
would urge everyone in this place to consider their
principles within this argument. I would urge everyone
voting in this house tonight to really consider their vote.
To vote for this bill in its current form is to vote against
the very principles that this Parliament was founded on.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Before I speak I would like to take a point of order.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
Stop the clock whilst the point of order is being heard.
Mrs PEULICH — On a point of order, Acting
President, I note on Twitter there is a fair degree of
harassment that is being engaged in, so obviously it is
not okay outside a clinic in East Melbourne but it is
okay to harass MPs. There is also a photo of you,
Acting President, sitting behind the Leader of the
Opposition. I note that the photographing of members
of Parliament, either directly in the chamber or through
live streaming, is actually against standing orders and is
in contempt of Parliament. You could perhaps remind
those who are watching the session through live
streaming, or perhaps those in the chamber, that it is
against standing orders to take visuals and to publish
them.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES) BILL 2015
Tuesday, 24 November 2015

COUNCIL

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
I thank Mrs Peulich for her point of order and her
timely reminder. Whilst I can understand that members
of the public may be queueing up to take my photo, it is
against the rules of the house, and that is not something
we should tolerate. I thank Mrs Peulich for reminding
us at this time and ask the Clerk to return Mrs Peulich
to her 15 minutes so we do not rob her of 9 seconds.
Ms Shing interjected.
Mrs PEULICH — If Ms Shing does not know the
rules, she should seek them out.
I would also like to just make mention of the Twitter
handle @emmsyish, who makes a habit of harassing
people and has said:
Expecting @IngaPeulichMP to shame us again with her vote
this evening.

I certainly hope that I do shame her and her thinking. I
do not consider this bill — —
Ms Shing interjected.
Mrs PEULICH — You have had your say. Pipe
down.
I do not consider this to be a bill about abortion.
Abortion is legal in this state. I do not consider this to
be about denying people access to abortion. I am not
sure what proportion of abortions are undertaken at the
East Melbourne clinic. I would imagine a proportion,
but probably not an overwhelming number, of
abortions are undertaken in major hospitals.
I do see problems with the bill because it does not
balance the rights that are enshrined in our constitution
and also in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
and I will come back to that in a moment. I see this as
an attempt yet again by Labor members to try and chip
away at religious freedoms, which they see as an
obstacle to their own social policy agenda. We saw that
in some legislation last week, and we will see that again
in legislation next week. I am sure we will end up
getting salami slices of legislation which take away the
religious freedoms that the Socialist Left in particular
seems to be so averse to.
There are always issues in relation to harassment.
Harassment under any circumstances, no matter the
context, is unacceptable, and we probably get much
more robust in the environment of this chamber than
we should. We could probably all lift our game, but
when we debate issues that are highly contentious and
highly emotional, sometimes it is a challenge.
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This bill seems to be using a very blunt instrument to
attempt to resolve an issue that the police have clearly
not been inclined or able to. Certainly there have been
no arrests of people who have harassed others or who
perhaps may be intimidating or interfering with them. I
do not believe that people should be intimidated or
harassed when going about their business. Whether that
is going to a business where the unions may be
protesting or whether it is a clinic that offers services
that are legal — —
Mr Dalidakis — Bingo!
Mrs PEULICH — For God’s sake, hold your
tongue just for a moment. Let me have my say.
Ms Shing — You shouldn’t take up interjections.
Mrs PEULICH — If you put a sock in it, I
wouldn’t have to.
Ms Shing interjected.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
Ms Shing was heard in relative silence. I ask her to
offer the same respect to members on the opposite side
of the chamber.
Mrs PEULICH — In terms of the location of a
business that is providing a legal service, having been
in business myself — and my husband is in business —
I know that you put a lot of effort and thought into
developing a business case and finding an appropriate
location for a business, because indeed it is a business.
You do not place a tattoo parlour or a brothel next to a
school. You do not place a gambling venue or a place
that sells liquor next to a school.
There are ways of managing access to a service that do
not impinge upon the essential freedoms of other
people. The 150-metre buffer zone, I believe, is out of
proportion — way out of proportion. We have heard
Dr Carling-Jenkins read through communications we
have all received about places that would be impacted
on by the zone, including churches, private residences,
the Australian Catholic University and who knows how
many other places. Looking at the definitions in the
legislation, it defines premises at which abortions are
provided as simply not including pharmacies. It is not
clear, according to Ms Hennessy’s response to a
question on radio, whether GP clinics that provide
abortion pills are included.
So if you are three doors away from an abortion clinic,
what should prevent you from putting up a billboard or
a sign expressing a particular view on an issue that is
perhaps contentious, whether it is about abortion or any
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other issue? This diminution of freedom of speech is, I
think, unwarranted. It is out of proportion. Ms Shing
spoke about it, and it has certainly been in the
government’s promotion of this, that the test for
communication which is distressing would be whether
or not that communication is distressing. Let me say, I
find communication that is expressed here in this
chamber to be distressing. There are people who hold
views that are particularly distressing to me. Having
lived a large part of my life in a country where there
was no freedom of speech and no freedom of religion, I
find those who are trying to deny people those
freedoms to be very distressing and very difficult to
understand.
In terms of communication being curtailed or impeded,
I feel this bill is unacceptable. If it proposed a 15-metre
buffer zone, I would be prepared to support it.
However, I would like to see a business take
responsibility for the management of its own client base
and relocate to a location where this type of interaction,
which it claims to be the source of a lot of anxiety, can
be managed more appropriately. Again I have asked the
question whether an abortion being performed in a
major hospital may interfere with regular electioneering
because of a mobile booth that may be operating in the
hospital. I am not sure whether the 150-metre buffer
zone refers to only a horizontal distance or whether it is
also vertical, but clearly 150 metres is a long distance. It
is a long distance. It impinges on a range of freedoms,
but certainly on freedom of speech, freedom of religion
and, one may even contend, freedom of movement.
Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights quite clearly says:
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or
belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others
and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in
teaching, practice, worship and observance.

Furthermore, article 19 says:
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression;
this right includes freedom to hold opinions without
interference and to seek, receive and impart information and
ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

There will undoubtedly be a challenge, and I know
Mr Dalla-Riva will pursue the legal opinions that have
been received by the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee, on which I had the privilege of serving
some time ago and which Mr Dalla-Riva now chairs. I
have no doubt that there will be a test in the courts of
some of this legislation’s significant provisions. I would
be very happy to contribute financially to any test
because obviously, looking at the numbers, this bill will
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go through, and I believe it is an unacceptable incursion
on the very basic freedoms that so many people
treasure.
This bill, without a buffer, does not deny women an
abortion. Women who want an abortion can source an
abortion; there is absolutely no doubt about that. So it is
a nonsense to actually suggest that somehow women
will not be able to access abortions as a result of it. To
impose such significant burdens and restrictions is just
mind-boggling.
Lastly, article 30 says:
Nothing in this declaration may be interpreted as implying for
any state, group or person any right to engage in any activity
or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the
rights and freedoms set forth herein.

This Labor government and this Socialist Left Premier
are more than happy to extinguish the rights of those
who do not share their views. The test of any
democracy — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mrs PEULICH — They laugh, they belittle, they
intimidate and they harass. Anyone who does not hold
their views becomes a legitimate target of the same
types of tactics that they are accusing this group of
engaging in. It is okay for the Socialist Left because it is
trendy, but it is not trendy to defend the freedoms for
which people in so many parts of the world have fought
and lost their lives and for which so many people have
migrated to Australia.
We have received the legal opinion that Dr Rachel
Carling-Jenkins has quoted from extensively, so I will
not cover that. We have received a comprehensive
summary from Mr Dan Flynn of the Australian
Christian Lobby outlining, I thought in a very logical
way, some of the unworkable elements of this bill, in
particular the 150-metre zone. He noted that the
Dr Marie clinic at level 1 of 182 Victoria Parade in East
Melbourne is immediately next door to a Greek
Orthodox Church which is fully contained within
150 metres of the abortion clinic and that it would be a
criminal offence for members of that church to discuss
their views on abortion outside the church when the
clinic is open.
Another Dr Marie clinic is located at 338 Dandenong
Road, St Kilda East, which is next door to a private
dwelling, and under this legislation the residents of that
private dwelling would not be able to discuss abortion
on their own property, outside their house, in case it
was heard and someone was feeling anxious. They
could be arrested for doing so. Additionally, they would
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not be able to be seen walking out of their house
wearing a pro-life T-shirt.
As I said, I do not believe this bill is about abortion.
Whether or not the bill goes through, women will
continue sourcing abortions in Victoria as they have
done for a very long period of time. The buffer distance
is unworkable, as has been suggested, and there are so
many other questions that the government has been
unable to answer. The Minister for Health,
Ms Hennessy, reportedly told ABC radio that the
legislation would also apply to GP clinics prescribing
the abortion pill RU486. I am not sure exactly how
many GP clinics there are. According to this
communication, Mr Flynn estimates there are
40 000 GPs in Victoria and approximately 10 000
GP clinics, so that is a lot of territory that would be
impacted upon by this legislation.
I also find it extraordinary that anyone would be
prevented from holding a silent vigil, no matter what
the distance. Ms Mary-Anne Thomas, the member for
Macedon in the Assembly, said on 12 November 2015:
I have no doubt whatsoever that silent prayer vigils, silent
protests and the display of signs and posters that are designed
to humiliate, embarrass, frighten and disturb women are
indeed actions reasonably likely to cause distress and anxiety
and should be found to be prohibited.

I have also received many, many emails — a lot of
emails. People have obviously gone to incredible
lengths to provide some very well informed
submissions looking at these safe access zones and how
their application contravenes the various provisions of
the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities. There was one in particular, from
Mr Paul Forster of Box Hill North, and I thank him for
that. He draws attention to the penalty under the bill,
being an $18 000 fine or 12 months jail, which clearly
is out of proportion to the seriousness of the alleged
offence it seeks to prohibit.
In addition, Patrick Doyle from Templestowe sees this
bill as ‘draconian’. He says it is:
… a dangerous development in public policy, and represents
the silencing of the right to protest, free association and free
speech on what is a divisive issue. Surely a pluralistic,
democratic society believes that these are fundamental rights
and, whatever one’s belief on this issue, the freedom to
exercise these rights is inalienable.

I have received many more communications, but could
I just say the bill is totally unnecessary, and I look
forward to Mr Dalla-Riva moving an amendment to
reduce the buffer zone of 150 metres to 15 metres.
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Ms SPRINGLE (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The Greens are very pleased that the Parliament will
pass the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment
(Safe Access Zones) Bill 2015 tonight. This bill is the
outcome of a truly outstanding effort by a lot of very
determined people who are committed to the safety and
wellbeing of women and their right to access safe and
legal health care. I remind the chamber, as Mrs Peulich
has done, that abortion is a legal medical procedure in
Victoria, regardless of any member’s thoughts around
the morality or ethics of that particular procedure,
which are almost irrelevant at this point, because it is
lawful to access an abortion in Victoria and will
continue to be so. In the end, this bill reflects the
Parliament working at its very best — that is, together.
Before I go on to my substantive contribution I will
acknowledge some people in particular, starting with
Ms Patten and her staff for forcing this matter onto the
legislative agenda. Without Ms Patten’s steadfast
commitment to bringing this issue not only to the
forefront of public discourse but ultimately to the
parliamentary agenda, we would not be debating this
bill today. It is often very difficult for crossbenchers,
but with this bill we can see both the importance of
having minor parties in the Parliament and the power
that we wield. It truly quashes the argument that a vote
for a minor party is a wasted vote as we witness
tangible outcomes for women in response to a
long-held need in the community.
The government must also be acknowledged for its
preparedness to take on this issue. To its credit, the
government saw the merit in the substance of the Sex
Party’s earlier bill and without delay undertook to iron
out its flaws and put much greater resources to work in
producing the current bill. I also acknowledge the
efforts of some of the senior members of the Liberal
Party, in particular Mary Wooldridge and Georgie
Crozier.
I also acknowledge those organisations outside the
Parliament who have been advocating for this measure
for many years, who walk the hard yards with women
in very difficult situations every day and who
understand better than most the profound effect the
outcome of this bill will have on thousands of Victorian
women into the future.
In particular I acknowledge Susie Allanson, as I did in
my last contribution, the clinical psychologist at the
East Melbourne clinic, and her staff, who have been
working under tremendously stressful conditions for
over two decades. I mention Susie again because of her
extraordinary contribution to women’s rights and
women’s access to health care in Victoria. It is truly a
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testament to their resilience at that clinic and their
commitment to the health and wellbeing of Victorian
women not only that they have continued that work
under those conditions but also that they have
continued to push for reform.
The work of the staff at the East Melbourne clinic, and
indeed the staff at all of Victoria’s abortion clinics, is
truly outstanding in its service to women, women’s
health care and right of choice. It is not often that we
get the opportunity to acknowledge their service in a
place like this, their everyday work and the fact that
they are able to help so many women and their families.
I also acknowledge the work that has been done over
the better part of a decade by my colleague Colleen
Hartland, who held the women’s portfolio for the
Greens before I took over this year. I also acknowledge
Ms Hilary Taylor, who was Ms Hartland’s
parliamentary intern in 2011. Ms Taylor’s report,
entitled Accessing Abortion — Improving the Safety of
Access to Abortion, recommends the approach that has
been taken in this bill. Ms Taylor was deservedly
jointly awarded the parliamentary internship prize for
her excellent report. The access zones approach is the
most sensible approach to this issue. It both maintains
the right of people to protest against abortion and
protects the safety and privacy of the women, staff and
others who need access to lawful health services.
This is the approach that has been taken in other states
and territories, including Tasmania and the ACT. I
would like to acknowledge the wonderful work done by
the Greens and many others in those jurisdictions. As
we know, the Greens bill in the ACT passed in October.
Women in the ACT will now benefit from a 150-metre
access zone around abortion clinics, which is what this
bill strives to achieve.
This is a very good bill in my view. It completes the
unfinished business left over after the Parliament made
the historic decision to decriminalise abortion in 2008.
That paved the way for women, in consultation with
medical professionals, to have much greater control
over their bodies. It follows from that decision that
women, staff and other people who want or need access
to lawful health services should be protected from
harassment and intimidation. Ideally safe access zones
would have been part of the 2008 bill, and the Greens
of course wanted safe access zones to be included in the
Abortion Law Reform Bill 2008 when it came before
the Parliament seven years ago. As a perfect example of
that, when Tasmania decriminalised abortion in 2013,
safe access zones were included in that bill.
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But this is certainly a case of better late than never. The
main purpose of this bill is to protect the safety and
privacy of women, staff and other people who are
entering and leaving abortion clinics. In my view, as
has been expressed by others in the chamber, the bill
achieves this purpose in a very balanced way by also
protecting the freedom of expression and assembly of
those people who want to continue to protest against a
woman’s right to have an abortion.
I could not disagree with those people more strongly,
because I fundamentally believe in every woman’s
right to choose what happens to her body and to make
medical decisions that affect her. But I also believe very
strongly in people’s right to voice their opinions and to
gather in protest. That is a fundamental democratic
right, and this bill protects that right up to the point
where that protest activity causes harm to women
accessing abortion clinics.
We already know how access zones or bubble zones
work. There is a bubble zone around this Parliament. I
have said it before: there is much less need for a bubble
zone around Parliament than there is for bubble zones
around abortion clinics. This bill acknowledges that
protest activity, counselling or whatever you want to
call it by people who disagree with a woman’s right to
choose what happens to her body harms other people
when that activity takes place immediately outside an
abortion clinic.
If people want to protest against abortion, they should
come here to do it. If they want to protest outside an
abortion clinic, all this bill requires is that they do it at
least 150 metres away. If people want to counsel
women against having abortions, which is what many
of the people who stand outside abortion clinics claim
they are doing, then they should get the appropriate
qualifications and do it in a way that does not cause
additional harm. This bill says that within safe access
zones the rights of women and clinic employees to
privacy and freedom of movement and freedom to
access their lawful health services without being
harassed or intimidated must take precedence over the
right of anybody else to protest or counsel against
abortion.
I have said this before, and I will repeat it here: in the
floods of emails I have received and that my colleagues
have received from people urging us to vote against this
bill, there seems to be very little acknowledgment of a
woman’s agency in her decision to have an abortion.
Having an abortion is very often one of the most
difficult decisions a woman has to make. Women who
consider having abortions do so after a lot of
deliberation, and for very good reasons. It is simply not
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the case that women who choose to have abortions are
ill informed or that they have not considered all the
consequences and implications of that choice.
This bill is tighter and more targeted than the Sex
Party’s earlier bill, and I do not say that as a criticism of
the Sex Party — far from it. The Sex Party’s role in the
legislative success of this reform is fundamental, but the
government does have greater resources at its disposal.
This bill expressly extends the scope to people leaving
abortion clinics, whereas the scope of the earlier bill
may have been limited to people entering the clinics.
In prohibiting people from communicating about
abortion inside a safe access zone, the bill includes a
requirement that the communication is ‘reasonably
likely to cause distress or anxiety’. This wording would
presumably prevent the legislative net from catching
people who might inadvertently be discussing the issue
of abortion when they happen to be within 150 metres
of a clinic. We thought the wording in the previous bill
created a net that was slightly too large — likewise, the
words ‘without reasonable excuse’ have been inserted
into the definitions regarding interference and
intentionally recording. A council worker who is
digging up a footpath, for example, within a safe access
zone may well be impeding access to an abortion clinic,
but she or he would certainly have a reasonable excuse
for doing so and would not therefore fall foul of the act.
The bill also makes it clear that the prohibitions do not
extend to employees of abortion clinics and that the
definition of a place where abortion services are
provided does not extend to chemists. These were all
raised as potential issues with the previous bill, and I
am pleased to see that they have been addressed in this
bill.
On behalf of the Greens, I commend the bill and
acknowledge the excellent work done by all parties in
this Parliament to get this legislation up. I look forward
to the day when women can at long last access abortion
clinics without being harassed and intimidated.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — As the government
approaches its first 12 months in office, I similarly
approach my first 12 months as a member of
Parliament in this chamber. I can think of no higher
purpose, no better meaning, for being a member of
Parliament than times like today, dealing with
legislation such as the bill before us. So far in my
12 months I have been fortunate to deal with a number
of policy issues that some members of Parliament
might not get to deal with in their entire careers. In
12 months we have dealt with the implementation of

4763

the recommendations of the Betrayal of Trust report on
institutional child abuse, which resulted from a
bipartisan committee inquiry in the last Parliament. Just
last sitting week we dealt with the issue of same-sex
adoption and removed the discriminatory barriers that
prevented people in same-sex relationships from being
able to adopt children.
Today we deal with a third social policy pillar that is
absolutely integral to delivering on the rights of our
citizens, for which we as members of Parliament have a
responsibility that is deeply ingrained in each and every
one of us, whether we agree with the policy that we are
debating or not. The issue of safe access zones has
stirred the passions of a number of colleagues around
this chamber. Nonetheless it goes to the heart of being
able to, as the name of the bill suggests, safely access
legitimate and legal medical procedures or, indeed,
medical advice. What a woman does when she enters a
clinic is none of our business. It is certainly not the
business of people standing outside offering advice to,
waving at or interfering with that woman as she goes
about her business regarding a deeply personal medical
issue that she wishes to approach without the fear of
harassment.
At this point, as I look at my colleague Ms Patten
across the chamber, I wish to acknowledge the fine
work she has done to put this on the agenda in this
Parliament. I also acknowledge the Minister for Health,
Jill Hennessy, who has worked closely with Ms Patten
to ensure that the bill that we have before us today is a
piece of legislation that is workable, a piece of
legislation that is appropriate and more importantly a
piece of legislation that delivers on the policy that we
are trying to implement — namely, that women are
able to go about their own business without fear of
harassment.
Many members have spoken both in this chamber and
in the lower house in relation to wanting to support the
legislation but having a problem with the 150-metre
buffer zone that has been included. Whilst this
contribution may have been made — and I have not
personally heard it — the reason we have 150 metres as
the buffer zone is to enable people attending a medical
clinic within the CBD to access that clinic without fear
of harassment as they walk from the tram stop, which is
located within that distance. If we were to move the
safe access zone to, say, 15 metres, as one of the
previous speakers suggested, that would still mean that
people egressing from the tram, going about their
business, could unfortunately potentially suffer
harassment and intimidation. The 150-metre buffer
zone very specifically ensures that we take that out of
the equation, and it is an important point to make.
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Whether it is a 150-metre buffer or a 1-kilometre
buffer, ensuring a woman can go about her business
without fear of harassment is one of the most
fundamental rights, one far greater than the right of the
individual wanting to try to tell them not to go about
their business. It is a right that is far more important
than the right of a person trying to tell them about the
action that they may or may not be about to take,
because again we cannot for a moment imply that we
know what they are going to do as they walk into the
clinic. It is a right that is enshrined in the consciousness
of every individual, just as it is our right to come to our
workplace without fear of harassment.
My personal view is that a safe access zone in relation
to abortions is not a conscience issue, and a number of
members who have spoken against this legislation have
acknowledged this same issue. This is not a discussion
about whether or not people can access family medical
planning clinics. This issue is not a discussion about
whether people have the right to do so, because women
are already entitled to do this. They are already entitled
to access our medical safety net for the provision of
services, to do so under federal law and to receive
support to do so in appropriate circumstances.
It is not in the interest of this Parliament to suggest that
people, and obviously women in particular, are not
entitled to go about their business without fear of
harassment. It is a very simple issue. It is not
complicated, it is not difficult to understand. People
should not be saying it is complicated or difficult or that
there are moral dimensions or moral problems with this
issue. The moral problem is people stopping them
going about their business, not allowing them to do
what they want to do. It is a deeply personal issue, and
one that I do not believe the state should interfere with.
I do not believe the state should allow other people to
interfere with women being able to access medical
treatment in a safe environment. If women feel
threatened or intimidated, that is enough reason for me
as a legislator here in this Parliament to ensure that we
provide them an opportunity to access safe zones to go
about their business without fear or favour.
We need to make sure that when we do this we are
mindful of everybody’s rights. One of the previous
speakers was Dr Carling-Jenkins. I have a fine
relationship with Dr Carling-Jenkins and a great deal of
respect for her. She and I have had many discussions
over our 12 months in the Parliament. We vehemently
disagree with each other’s views on a range of social
issues, but we also vehemently agree with each other’s
right to express those issues. I openly applaud and
acknowledge her right to do so in the chamber tonight.
However, Dr Carling-Jenkins did say that the people
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who are protesting are peaceful and silent. We would
not need such legislation if in fact people were peaceful
and silent and did not attempt to somehow interfere
with a woman as she entered the medical clinic. It is
very important for us to make sure that people who are
seeking medical access are our primary motivation and
are the primary focus of this legislation, and that is why
I absolutely unequivocally commend this bill to the
house.
This is yet another reason, along with the other two
reasons I mentioned earlier in my contribution, why
becoming a member of Parliament gives us an
opportunity to make a difference. We deal with a great
deal of legislation, but very little of it is in relation to
providing safety for women, providing safety and
compensation for children who unfortunately are
interfered with or allowing people in same-sex
relationships to adopt. We have managed to do all of
those things in this chamber in the first 12 months of
our government and in the first 12 months of my being
a member of Parliament. I hope this Parliament
continues in this way and supports this legislation when
the bill is put to the vote later tonight. Again I
commend the bill to the house.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — In rising to
speak on this bill I have to say that I have a sense of
déjà vu. It has been less than three months since we
debated a private members bill that aimed to achieve
exactly the same outcome as this bill. What we are
debating here is the right of all women to access
medical services freely. Freedom of speech has been
spoken about quite a lot in the debate on both this bill
and the previous bill; however, freedom of speech is
not absolute. There are limitations as to how far
individuals can take freedom of speech. An example of
this is defamation law. We cannot say anything we
want about anyone, or we will end up in the courts.
Freedom of speech has its limitations.
However, I support the right of all people to protest
peacefully, and I respect that right. As I said in the
previous debate, I respect the rights of those who
protest at the back gate of Parliament. I am sure that
they know who I am, and I am sure that they know how
I voted on abortion law reform, but I respect their right
to be there every day protesting peacefully. I wave to
them because I actually admire them for being there
day in, day out, standing up for their cause. They are
dedicated to their cause, and I think the Parliament is
the right place for them to make that protest. We are the
ones who make the laws, and here is the place to
protest — not outside a medical facility.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES) BILL 2015
Tuesday, 24 November 2015

COUNCIL

In saying that I support the right to peacefully protest, it
concerns me that anyone who has made the decision to
have an abortion may feel intimidated by protesters
outside a medical facility. Just as I believe in freedom
of speech, I also believe in the freedom of the
individual — the freedom of the individual to make
their own decisions, to walk freely in society and to
access medical services. In the previous debate on the
bill I said I had some concerns with the buffer zone of
150 metres, and I still have some reservations about that
distance being too large. I have received a copy of an
amendment that will be moved by one of our coalition
members, Mr Dalla-Riva, that seeks to reduce that
buffer zone to 15 metres. Again I have some
reservations about that distance, as I feel it is just not
large enough. If the amendment had proposed a
50-metre buffer zone, I may have been tempted to
support it, but I cannot support it at 15 metres.
This exclusion or buffer zone that will be introduced by
this legislation is not the first buffer zone we have in
this state. We currently have buffer zones at polling
places so that people are not intimidated as they enter to
cast their vote. We have buffer zones or exclusion
zones around duck shooting and forestry activities to
ensure that protesters do not put themselves in danger
or interfere with the activities that are happening in
those areas. This will not be the first buffer zone of this
type in this state.
Termination procedures are legal medical procedures in
this state. They are funded by Medicare, they are
performed in publicly funded medical services and, in
my opinion, women who choose to access these
services have probably made the most difficult decision
they will ever have to make. I do not imagine that these
decisions are made lightly, and having made that
decision the women have every right to access those
legal, publicly funded services in a free manner,
without feeling intimidated by someone who is outside
the clinic who has a different point of view from
themselves. I will support this bill tonight.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I will
speak for only a few minutes as my colleague Nina
Springle has covered what the Greens believe and how
we want to approach this; I am going to make some
quite personal remarks about this bill. I would like to
start by thanking Fiona Patten, whose private members
bill triggered this process, and the Andrews
government, especially the Minister for Health, who
understands that harassment and vilification of women
seeking an abortion — which is, I must remind
members, a legal medical procedure — is an act of
violence.
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I have had many emails from people who claim they
are just giving counselling, that it is not violent
harassment. I have been down to the clinic, I have
spoken to the staff and I have spoken to the women,
and what I have seen has been harassment. It seems to
me that part of this is because they just cannot stand the
idea that a woman can be smart enough to make up her
own mind about what she wants to do with her life. My
intern, who wrote the report, also filmed some of those
demonstrations, and what I saw was pure and utter
harassment. It is not just harassment of the women
going into the clinic, it is also the ongoing harassment
of the staff. From what staff have told me over the
years, it includes being followed, being harassed going
into work and being vilified, with violent threats being
made against them. For everything that the group wants
to say about having never done this, I have evidence
from the other side to say that is exactly what has gone
on.
For probably 20 years now I have been involved in
various campaigns for women’s reproductive rights. In
the Parliament in the last 10 years the Greens have had
a strong history of being involved in these issues. Much
of this has come about from a fairly informal group of
pro-choice MPs who have worked together to make
sure that this kind of legislation is introduced, such as
the decriminalisation of abortion, on which we worked
closely together. There are so many women who
worked over the years on all these things that I cannot
name all of them, but I am sure they all know who I am
talking about. I am not allowed to look at the gallery
and smile at any of them, so they can just take my
thanks for granted.
I do want to mention one particular person, and that is
Susie Allanson, who is the psychologist at the East
Melbourne clinic and who has for years campaigned on
this issue. She is tough, she is brave, she is tenacious
and she is so stubborn. Anybody who ever thought that
they would get around Susie on this issue was very,
very mistaken.
I want to respond to a number of things
Dr Carling-Jenkins said tonight, especially about the
effects of abortion on women. I had an abortion
34 years ago. I am not suicidal; I am not depressed. I
am in a long-term loving relationship, so I am not sure
where she gets her information, but it is certainly not
what my experience is and it is not the experience of
other women I know.
As other people have said as well, we have a bubble
zone around the Parliament, so why should we not have
a bubble zone around abortion clinics? I have no
problem with people protesting outside the gate every

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES) BILL 2015
4766

COUNCIL

morning that Parliament sits. They absolutely have a
right to do that, but they do not have the opportunity to
harass me the way they harass the women and the staff
going into clinics.
I actually feel a great deal of pride as a member of the
Greens that I am able to vote on this legislation today,
because for me this is part of keeping women safe from
violence, from intimidation and from harassment.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — Next February
I will have been a very proud member of the Liberal
Party for 35 years. I must have joined when I was very,
very young. I am a Liberal because I believe in
freedom. I believe in freedom of speech, I believe in
freedom of assembly, I believe in freedom of religion
and I believe in freedom of choice. This bill offends all
four of those freedoms.
To begin with this evening I would like to congratulate
my colleagues in the Australian Capital Territory, the
Liberal members of the Legislative Assembly in the
ACT, who have voted as a party to oppose a similar
piece of legislation to the one we are debating now.
They have voted to oppose that legislation on the basis
that they too support freedom. I congratulate the ACT
Liberals on the stand they have taken.
This bill is another example of the hypocrisy of the left.
We hear so often from those on the left that they
believe in freedom of speech. We hear so often from
those on the left that they believe in civil liberties. We
hear so often from those on the left that they respect
other people’s right to do this, that and the other thing.
And of course they do — until somebody disagrees
with them, and then that respect disappears out the
door. That is something we have come to expect. They
will not tolerate dissent, and this bill is another example
of what I am talking about.
I have been a victim of this many times over the years
when I have expressed views and been attacked — at
times violently — as a result. I think the most public
example of that was just two years ago when I led the
March for the Babies through Melbourne. About 5000
or 6000 of us — families, old people, young people —
were attacked. Many of us were physically assaulted.
We were ambushed in fact by a group of thugs —
hooligans representing the abortion industry in this
state. I do not say that people in the abortion industry
were actually involved. They are cleverer than that;
they send others to do their dirty work. Those who were
involved in the assaults and the savagery that day were
the ones I saw riding bikes into old people, the ones
who left a bruise on my daughter’s cheek that she had
for two weeks after that. They were the ones who are
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apparently so very, very tolerant of different views and
indeed would be very supportive of this legislation
tonight.
So we come to the question of who exactly is pushing
this legislation. I have to say that I get a lot of emails.
We have been getting a lot of emails about a lot of
things lately. I think last night another group started on
another thing, and I have been getting a lot of emails on
that today. I have to say that in my 16 years in this
Parliament I have not received one single email or piece
of mail — in the old days, by snail mail — or at any
stage had any representation from anybody asking me
to introduce bubble zones, as they are called, around
abortion clinics.
Who then is pushing this? I think it is a fair enough
question to ask. First of all, it is a hardline, left-wing
government we have in this state. I do not think there is
any doubt that we have as Premier of this state the most
hardline, ideological, left-wing individual who has ever
held the position of Premier of this state. This bloke
makes Joan Kirner look like a softy.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
Sitting extended pursuant to standing orders.
Mr FINN — I thank the minister for her
cooperation in allowing me to speak further.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FINN — I will go for another hour if I can, and
I thank the minister, as I say. We have this hardline,
left-wing government that has a policy of not
tolerating — —
Mr Dalidakis — On a point of order, Acting
President — —
Mr Finn interjected.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! Mr Finn! There is a point of order.
Mr Dalidakis — Irrespective of the fact that the
member’s language is unbecoming, I wish to point out
that the clock had stopped at 10 minutes and 1 second. I
just wanted to alert you to that.
Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr Dalidakis — It just started now, Mr Ondarchie.
If you were not observing it, that is okay. I was taking
the time to let the Acting President know.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! I say to Mr Dalidakis, on the point of order, the
clock was stopped because I asked the minister — —
Mr Dalidakis interjected.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! Mr Dalidakis should not argue with the Chair. I
am advised by the Clerk that the reason the clock was
stopped was because I asked the minister to ask for an
extension.
Mr Dalidakis interjected.
Mr Ondarchie — Why are you such an angry man?
Why are you so angry?
Mr FINN — It is a good question. Why is he such
an angry man? He is typical of the government we have
in this state, one that does not tolerate dissent and one
that will go to extraordinary lengths to stop people who
disagree with it.
We know that this is being pushed by the abortion
industry. The abortion industry in this state, as it is in
the rest of the country and around the world, is all about
making dollars. The abortion industry is a
multibillion-dollar industry. We have international
companies that make billions from killing babies. That
is what they do. They kill babies. We have people who
get up in the morning, they put on their suit, they go to
work, they kill babies all day, they go home and at the
end of the week they get paid — for killing babies.
Those who do it are, to my view, the lowest form of
life. Anybody who would kill babies for a living, who
would kill babies for money, is a pretty low individual.
Having spoken to a number of people in the medical
profession, I can say that even doctors — real
doctors — regard abortionists as at the bottom rung of
the ladder.
Ms Patten likes to tell us she is a great civil libertarian
and that she believes in all sorts of freedoms. She
believes in freedom of speech, the freedom to take
drugs, the freedom to do all manner of things. I recall
Ms Patten, however, not so long ago with a loudhailer
out the front here trying desperately hard to drown out
people who she disagreed with. Her respect for freedom
of speech — —
Ms Patten interjected.
Mr FINN — Yes, I saw you. My eyesight might not
be that good, but it is not that bad either. A lot of lies
have been told in this debate.
Ms Patten — You have just told one yourself.
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Mr FINN — No, you were there. There have been a
lot of lies told in this debate, and they originate with the
abortion industry. I suppose that is fair enough; if you
are prepared to kill babies for a living, telling a few lies
is not going to worry you. That is not going to worry
you at all. That is just the way such people are, I
suppose. I have to say that history will not treat them or
their supporters well — not at all.
The Helpers of God’s Precious Infants, who have been
referred to in this debate — I know quite a number of
them — are good people. They are the people who have
been referred to in this debate as the ones who stand at
the back gate here at Parliament House. They are gentle
people. They are loving people. They are good people.
They do not harass; they help. They do not harangue;
they help. In 20 years of being outside the abortuary in
East Melbourne there has not been one arrest, not even
at a time when the police had the move-on laws for,
what was it, 12 months? Not once did the police find
the need to use them. For 20 years we have had these
good, peaceful, loving people standing outside these
places, and the police have never found reason to take
action against them. That tells me something. If you
have been doing something for 20 years — —
Mr Herbert — The law needs to change.
Mr FINN — Mr Herbert might remember the
move-on laws that he championed the removal of. He is
trying to bring them back tonight. Mr Herbert should go
and have a little sip of whiskey and calm down, or has
he already had a sip of whiskey? Maybe that is the case.
The police have had the opportunity and in 20 years
have had nothing to do with it.
Mr Herbert — On a point of order, Acting
President, I can understand Mr Finn being offensive to
people who have different views to him, but I take great
offence at his implication that I have had a drink. I have
not. He does this all the time when he cannot have a
smart alec remark — he does that.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! I thank Mr Herbert. I am not sure that is a point
of order.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr Herbert — Further on the point of order, Acting
President, on Mr Finn reflecting on a member, he just
did it again in total contempt of the Chair.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! I thank Mr Herbert. I am just taking some advice
from the Clerk in relation to this matter. I am going to
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seek that Mr Herbert ask Mr Finn to withdraw the
remarks he found offensive.
Mr Herbert — On the point of order, Acting
President, I ask that Mr Finn withdraw his remarks.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! Mr Herbert has asked Mr Finn to withdraw his
remarks.
Mr FINN — I am more than happy to withdraw
those comments. If Mr Herbert says he has not been
drinking, I take his word for it.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! I ask Mr Finn to withdraw the remarks without
added commentary in relation to his remarks to
Mr Herbert.
Mr FINN — I am very happy to withdraw.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! I thank Mr Finn. I ask him to finish his
contribution in the 5 minutes and 5 seconds he has left.
Mr FINN — I will do that. This law is an
anti-choice law, because women have no choice at an
abortuary. The counselling at most of these places is
practically non-existent. I recall some years ago a friend
of mine tried one out to see what the counselling was
like. The counselling involved checking the book and
saying, ‘Are you free at 10 o’clock on Tuesday?’. That
was the counselling. What we have with the Helpers
outside these abortuaries is the ability for women to
access assistance if they actually need it. Very often this
is the first time, the only time, they will ever be offered
any real help. In fact over that 20 years, more than
300 women have been saved from having an
abortion — and obviously over 300 babies have been
saved from abortion — by the Helpers standing outside
that one abortuary in East Melbourne.
I strongly commend Dr Carling-Jenkins’s contribution
to this debate because the points she made about the
impact of abortion on women should be taken very
seriously. The attitude that abortion is some sort of
great panacea for all problems that women have is just
a nonsense. I go back to my earlier point, and that is
that this debate is not about abortion at all. That debate
is coming. The abortion debate is coming and there are
no two ways about it. It is still an issue despite what
some have said, and I suggest it will remain an issue for
many, many years to come. This debate today is about
freedom.
Who would have thought we would have a bill before
this Parliament that would make offering somebody
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help a crime in this state? What is this country coming
to when we have a piece of legislation in this state that
says that silently praying could be a crime? This is not
North Korea; this is Melbourne, Victoria. Of course it is
worthwhile remembering that the effects of this bill go
way beyond the precincts of Melbourne.
This is very unnecessary legislation. The provisions to
protect people from the sorts of accusations that have
been made have been in the laws for years; they are
there now. We do not need this legislation. This
proposed law is all about protecting the culture of
death. That is what it is about. It is an attack on freedom
of speech, and it is an attack on freedom of religion. I
heard Ms Shing’s contribution. It was an interesting
contribution and one that I tried very hard to follow, but
if freedom of religion is not something that this bill
intends to impinge on, then I am sure that Ms Shing and
the members of the government will be happy to
support my amendment, which is about to be
distributed around the house right now.
Opposition amendments circulated by Mr FINN
(Western Metropolitan) pursuant to standing
orders.
Mr FINN — I can assure the house that if this bill
stands as it is, there are more than enough people ready
to go to the High Court to strike it down, because this
bill is a conflict. It is an attack on freedom of speech
and an attack on freedom of religion in this state as
well. I can assure Mr Dalidakis, Mr Herbert, Ms Shing
and the rest of them over there that they cannot legislate
away opponents of abortion. They can try, but it is not
going to happen because we are not going to go away.
We stand for life, we stand for women, we stand for
babies and, tonight of all nights, we stand for freedom.
Mr Dalidakis — Time!
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! I thank Mr Dalidakis, but I am quite capable of
reading the clock and do not need guidance.
Ms FITZHERBERT (Southern Metropolitan) — I
had the opportunity to speak on the principles of this
bill when Ms Patten’s bill was debated some weeks
ago. I spoke at length about the framework for free
speech in our community, and I do not propose to
reiterate that today. A number of other speakers have
spoken about it. Suffice to note that it is well
established that we do not have limitless free expression
in this country. It is curtailed in various ways, including
through defamation and public decency laws and so on.
This Parliament in recent years introduced buffer zones

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES) BILL 2015
Tuesday, 24 November 2015

COUNCIL

for protests in forestry zones and in relation to duck
hunting.
In recent weeks I have received many emails, faxes and
letters about this bill, and I have read every single one.
It is argued that there is existing law that can be used to
address this problem. Well, it is not working. I want to
note that it is unfortunate that the move-on laws were
repealed because they may have been useful in this
instance, but I am not convinced that they would
address the whole problem.
I have read the Supreme Court decision in relation to
the action between the East Melbourne clinic and the
Melbourne City Council, and I have also read the sworn
evidence that was given in that case about behaviour at
the clinic. I am satisfied that there is a very long history
of more than 20 years of unreasonable behaviour that
has been predominantly directed towards women, and
that needs to be addressed. Existing laws and
regulations have failed to do so, and the Parliament is
the appropriate place to attempt change. The behaviour
in question includes offensive signs; persisting in
speaking to people when they have been told to desist;
making incorrect claims about the effects of abortion;
following women in the street for some distance, not
only when they are approaching the clinic but when
they are leaving it as well; using a loudspeaker so that
noise is audible within the clinic and shouting at people
who are outside it; and also verbally abusing the staff at
the clinic.
It is clear to me that women are finding it hard to avoid
confrontational behaviour that they do not want to be
involved in. In East Melbourne the clinic provides all
manner of women’s health services. Women who
attend the clinic for things other than an abortion are
also subject to the protesters’ behaviour and so are
women and men who live and work nearby. Some of
these people have spoken to me about their unpleasant
experiences.
In speaking on this bill I will be talking about the
behaviour of some protesters. I am not alleging that it is
all the protesters, and I make no assumption about who
precisely is doing this or which organisation if any they
represent, because I have no way of knowing who they
are or which organisations they are part of. That is
indeed one of the problems. The changing number of
protesters and not knowing their identities makes it
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to obtain
injunctions. If action is taken against one individual, it
is simply the case that others can easily fill the gap.
I understand that at East Melbourne there are usually
six to seven people there every day from 7.00 a.m. until
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11.00 a.m. At some times of the year there is a 40-day
vigil that goes on for much longer every day, and on
some occasions there are up to 100 protesters present.
The police are sometimes called, including by
neighbours of the clinic, who gave evidence on this
front to the Supreme Court last year. This may effect
some temporary change, but it does not manage to fix
the problem in a permanent way. Many women do not
want to make complaints, to protect their own privacy
and because their experience is generally a one-off.
One of the noteworthy things about the evidence in the
Supreme Court case against the council is that some of
the evidence was given by people who live and work
near the clinic, not just in it, and who have no obvious
vested interest in the operation of the clinic. They do,
however, see the behaviour and are subject themselves
to that behaviour from the protesters. I want to read
from a couple of affidavits which were put in, without
identifying the individuals who put them in, and I note
that these are public records of the court. One
neighbour who has lived nearby for eight years and
who is a retired man said:
… they have big posters with graphic and gory images of
foetuses;
… they try to block women from entering the —

clinic —
and sometimes from leaving their cars;
…
… they talk to people in the street or trying to enter the clinic
very loudly and in what I observe to be an intimidating
manner, even after being asked to stop.

He says he avoids the area because the protesters get in
his way and approach him. He also says that he has
been in touch with the Melbourne City Council, which
has told him there is not much it can do about this
problem.
A second person who works nearby — a woman who
gave evidence last year — said:
At times, the —

protesters —
have followed me and tried to speak to me. Sometimes …
they have been quite confrontational. I am not sure whether
they believed I was on my way to the clinic and therefore
wanted to talk to me about their views about abortion.
…
There is one man I have seen once or twice a week and who I
have heard become quite aggressive and vocal. I have heard
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him scream things like, ‘You’re a baby killer’ and ‘You’re
killing life’ at people trying to enter the —

clinic —
He is in his sixties and is quite tall and I find him to be
physically imposing.

She gave evidence of watching a girl try to enter the
clinic with an older woman:
I saw that, when the man approached these women, he was
pointing his finger at the girl in an aggressive manner and
yelling at her. I could not hear what he was saying. I saw that
the girl started crying and ran away. I saw the older woman
run to catch up with the girl and they walked away from
the —

clinic —
without entering it.

She says that she was upset by this approach by the
man and challenged his right to treat someone like that,
explaining that she was yelled at and also treated in
what she describes as an ‘intimidating fashion’ by the
man.
There is a third affidavit that comes from a man who
has lived nearby since 2000. Since 2011 he has noticed
an increase in the aggression of people outside the
clinic. He says they constantly block the footpath
outside the clinic:
… and I am constantly trying to avoid them. I have observed
pedestrians coming from both directions being forced by the
physical block … to walk in the gutter or on the road.
I have seen members of the —

protest group —
rush at people entering —

the clinic —
I have seen pedestrians being jostled and pushed out of the
way —

so that those who are protesting —
… can get to the people entering the clinic.

He talks about being pushed out of the way himself and
about making a complaint to the council about the
blockage of the footpath. The council referred him to
the police. The police came and took a statement, and
he heard nothing further and says that nothing seems to
have changed there. He says that in his observation
what is being created is:
… a tense and confrontational situation in the vicinity of the
clinic. I don’t have any objection to them demonstrating and I
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believe in the right to protest, but I don’t think that the protest
should be so physical, obtrusive and at times violent.

I think these sorts of statements really tell their own
story.
The court also heard that women who enter the clinic
are often distraught after running a gauntlet of protests.
Some try to avoid the clinic during the hours of protest
or use the back entrance, although some are followed to
the back entrance and are unable to avoid being
confronted. Some are followed after they leave the
clinic. This I find particularly odd if people are trying to
prevent an abortion.
One young woman gave evidence of her experience in
2011. She said that after leaving the clinic:
I walked to my car which was down the next street when
somebody called out after me. I turned around and it was a
man in a red T-shirt. He told me he could help me. He had
followed me from the clinic. I advised him I didn’t need his
help and informed him I had a miscarriage not an abortion.
He again told me he could help me and gave me a card which
I have enclosed.

I have to say that on reflection it is because people are
being followed these kinds of distances that I am more
comfortable than I was about the 150-metre provision
in this bill.
There is also an affidavit from the security guard at the
time of the case last year, who says that from standing
outside the clinic he can observe quite clearly who is
about to come up to the clinic, even from quite some
distance. It is clear to him that others who are observing
women approaching the clinic would have the same
ability to discern who is coming from some distance.
They are often headed off at some distance or followed
for some distance. The young woman who talked about
her own experience at being followed said she was
alarmed and shocked when she realised she had been
followed and that it upset her. She wrote:
It is not his business why I attend that clinic and it is
harassment.

There is a guard at the clinic who is there to assist
people going in and out during the hours of protest or to
use the back entrance — and it is very telling that a
guard is required to be there. The signs that are
displayed are graphic. One affidavit from a centre staff
member said the protesters:
… carry billboards and pamphlets that are offensive and I
believe are misleading. The foetal dismemberment placards
are shocking. A picture that they say is of a six-week-old
foetus is, I believe, a photo of a much more developed foetus.
There is another one that looks like a foetus but I am not even
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sure if it is human. Another placard has a message that says,
‘If you have an abortion you will get cancer’.

Another issue I want to address is how clinic employees
are treated, because regardless of what views you might
have about their line of work, it is legal. One clinic
employee said in her affidavit:
When I go out from —

the clinic —
to get my coffee before 10.00 a.m. the —

protesters —
approach me and say things like, ‘You’re a murderer’, ‘How
can you drink your coffee when you’re killing children in
there?’, or, ‘You’re like the Nazis’.

Other staff have been told, ‘You’ll pay one day’. A
woman wearing red clothing was told, ‘You’re wearing
the colour of the children that you kill’. A woman
wearing a summer dress was told, ‘Think of all those
little girls who will never get a chance to wear a dress
like yours’. Another employee was told, ‘You should
know better’. She took this to be a reference to being
Jewish, especially given references to the Holocaust
that are used in the protest. Another has been asked,
‘When are you going to stop working at the
slaughterhouse?’.
I do not think this is free speech. I call this name-calling
and abuse. A lot of it is deeply disturbing, and I can
understand why people feel threatened and unsafe.
Sometimes, however, people are actually charged at
East Melbourne. Protesters at this site have been
charged with threatening to kill, murder, assault and
displaying offensive material. I do not claim that this is
a complete list of the charges laid in the 20 or so years
that the protests have been going on, and I fully
acknowledge that the violence and inappropriate and
sometimes illegal behaviour goes both ways. There is
evidence of protesters being assaulted, including by
people who are trying to enter the clinic. I understand
that charges have been laid in relation to that.
In August last year a woman named Michelle Fraser
was convicted in the Magistrates Court for displaying
offensive material at the clinic in East Melbourne.
There is a file note of her conviction. She was charged
with displaying offensive material under the Summary
Offences Act 1966. She was asked to put away her
sign, which showed pictures of a dismembered foetus
with money. She was asked to put the poster away by
the owners of the clinic after people had come inside in
a state of extreme distress, but she refused to do so.
When the police arrived, they asked her to stop
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displaying the sign, and she again refused. She was
ultimately convicted of this many months later.
She admitted to police that she chose the photos on the
poster because she hoped people would be horrified by
the images, and when asked by the police whether the
average person would find the poster offensive, she
replied, ‘They should’. She was fined. The magistrate
took into account that this was a first offence and that
the person who was convicted showed no remorse and
indicated an intention to continue to display the poster.
The case took a long time to be dealt with. It was
reported to police in February 2013, and it was not
heard until August 2014. I understand that that picture
has continued to appear at protests and at clinics since
the laying of charges. All this begs another question,
which is: given this behaviour continues to occur on
public land, is it really up to the clinic to keep calling
the police and hope that action will happen?
I expect that this law will be challenged, but I do not
see that as a reason in itself not to enact it tonight. I
referred extensively to the clinic at East Melbourne, but
I am conscious that these protests have happened in
other places throughout the state. The East Melbourne
clinic is somewhere that offers services to women from
regional areas, particularly those where women do not
have access to the kinds of services that are provided at
East Melbourne, which as I noted earlier go well
beyond abortion to basics of women’s health care like
Pap smears and so on.
It is well past time for this behaviour to stop. There
have been other attempts to stop it, by phoning the
police, by using the existing law or by highlighting
what is in any view an undesirable practice of people
engaging in an ongoing dispute, which is at times
aggressive, in a public place, where people are trying to
access legal healthcare options. Whether you like them
or not, they are legal and it is a woman’s absolute right
to access them. I think this behaviour is inappropriate. It
is time to draw a line in the sand — to use that cliché —
and to say that it needs to stop. It is on that basis that I
will be supporting this bill.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I am
pleased to rise this evening to speak in the debate on the
Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (Safe Access
Zones) Bill 2015. As other speakers have reminded
members in the house, it was not so long ago that we
were debating Ms Patten’s bill, the Public Health and
Wellbeing Amendment (Safe Access) Bill 2015, which
she introduced in August this year. When I spoke on
Ms Patten’s bill in September, my views were very
strong in relation to the ability of women and their
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families to access legal health services here in Victoria,
and my views in relation to this bill remain the same.
As others have stated, there are a number of sections in
this bill which will provide for safe access signs around
premises at which abortions are provided to protect the
safety and wellbeing and to respect the privacy and
dignity both of people accessing the services provided
at the premises and of employees and other persons
accessing the premises in the course of their duties and
responsibilities, and also to prohibit publication and
distribution of certain recordings. Those two areas are
relevant in relation to women and families being able to
access services.
In talking about this bill there has been mention of the
East Melbourne clinic which was established in 1972. It
was the first of its kind, providing services as well as
treatment for various health-related issues such as
miscarriages, vasectomies, contraception advice and
general sexual health services. Women and their
families, and in some instances men who are seeking
advice on their reproductive health issues, have every
right to be able to access legal health services in
Victoria. Whilst I support people and groups being able
to express opinions and have the right to protest, I
believe that what has been occurring around this
particular clinic over many years needs to be
addressed — and certainly this bill does that. I support
the ability of our community members to have free
speech, but it is not limited to certain circumstances.
We have various laws such as defamation laws that
ensure that freedom of speech does not actually harm
others in certain regards in relation to what is being
said.
As somebody who has also been a health
professional — and as a former midwife I have spoken
about various health issues — I am very familiar with
issues surrounding women’s fertility issues, the issues
surrounding abortion and miscarriages and all the
reproductive health issues that women often seek
treatment for. Certainly the Royal Women’s Hospital,
which provides a range of services including
terminations, is a well-known and well-regarded health
service here in this state and in fact within Australia and
internationally for providing a high level of service to
women. Unfortunately in my 10 years at the Royal
Women’s I have seen protesters come into the hospital
and put signage close to the labour wards in relation to
right-to-life issues. It is unfortunate that this issue has
been going on for so long. I think women have to be
protected in being able to access these services, and I
strongly support that.
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Previously in my contribution to Ms Patten’s bill I
spoke about the Australian Charter of Healthcare
Rights, which had some guiding principles that were
certainly areas that I followed closely during my time
as a healthcare practitioner. I remind members about
the rights the charter refers to, which are:
Access — a right to access health care.
Safety — a right to receive safe and high-quality health care.
Respect — a right to be shown respect, and to be treated with
dignity and consideration.
Communication — a right to be informed about services,
treatment, options and costs in a clear and open way.
Participation — a right to be included in decisions and to
make choices about your health care.
Privacy — a right to privacy and confidentiality of your
personal information.
Comment — a right to comment on your health care, and to
have your concerns addressed.

Certainly anybody who is seeking the services that are
provided in an abortion clinic needs those principles to
be upheld, and I strongly believe from my past
experience as a former nurse and a former midwife that
those principles should be adhered to. I do not believe
that anybody should be harassed or intimidated or have
their rights impinged when accessing a health service.
I want to make mention of some of the issues that have
been raised in the Supreme Court case Fertility Control
Clinic v. Melbourne City Council conducted earlier this
year. Some of the actions of the protesters that the court
heard about, I believe, were robust in relation to their
information and included approaching women
apparently coming to the clinic, imposing their
presence even when clearly unwelcome; harassing
women entering or leaving the clinic, engaging in
arguments with the women and passers-by; attempting
to block women’s entry to the clinic; blocking the
footpath outside the clinic; entering the laneway that
runs along the side of the clinic to follow patients or
stand and pray, sing and shout outside the clinic’s
consulting rooms; jostling and striking people passing
the area and entering the clinic; making offensive,
frightening and misleading statements to patients and
staff; engaging in loud singing, praying and shouting,
clearly audible in the clinic; intimidating and harassing
patients of the clinic, with the effect of deterring
patients from attending the clinic; and causing
significant injury to the personal comfort of staff
members, patients and others. That is what the court
heard and they are the actions contained in the findings
it handed down.
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I realise there have been other instances when there
have been altercations between security guards and
protesters which have also unfortunately ended in
unsatisfactory behaviour in the way those situations
have concluded, but if that is what our courts are
hearing, if that is the sort of behaviour that one has to
be confronted with, I do not think it is acceptable. I
strongly believe that women and their families need to
be able to access legal health services without the
threats, harassment or intimidation that perhaps some
people undertake in their belief of what they are trying
to express to another individual. They too have a right
to express their belief, but not in the manner in which I
believe it has taken place over too many years.
As I said at the outset, with Ms Patten’s bill I had a
strong view at that time, and I still hold that view in
relation to this bill. I will be supporting the
government’s bill.
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) — We have been here
for quite a while, and we have heard a number of
different people speaking. To some degree I am sure
everyone is thinking we should all hurry up and get on
with this debate, but it is my right as a person in this
place to go about my business and to conduct my
business of making a speech, unencumbered and with
the full throttle of my being. I am going to do that, as is
my right, and I will support this bill because it is also
the right of a female to be able to access a legal service
unencumbered and with a full understanding of her
right. As I make my contribution this evening and
speak on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment
(Safe Access Zones) Bill 2015, it is also important that
I acknowledge that the coalition and The Nationals
have a free vote on this bill.
As we have heard today, this bill is not about abortion.
That issue was debated in full and became legal under
the Abortion Law Reform Act 2008. The intention of
this bill is to apply a buffer zone of 150 metres around
the entrance of reproductive clinics at which abortions
are offered, and it identifies a set of behaviours
prescribed as prohibited within the safe access zones.
Section 185B of the legislation stipulates that the
prohibited behaviours within these zones include
besetting, harassing, intimidating, interfering with,
hindering, obstructing or impeding a person, as well as
communicating by any means in relation to
reproductive health services in a way that could be seen
or heard by a person accessing reproductive health
service premises, interfering with or impeding the
footpath and intentionally recording a person accessing
or attempting to access the premises.

4773

With respect to the issue itself, I have given the matter a
great deal of thought. It is no doubt a sensitive,
emotional and delicate issue, and in my contribution I
respectfully acknowledge that there are two sides to this
debate. I, like many others in this house, have recently
received emails against this bill. If I can summarise the
general feeling contained within the emails, the writers
are on the whole — and I quote from one source:
Concerned that this bill is an infringement on the right to free
speech, which is one of the most important freedoms in
Western democracy.

I wholeheartedly applaud the principle of free speech;
however, freedom of speech is not an unrestricted
licence.
There are other instances of limitations on public
behaviour in Victoria, such as in the Parliamentary
Precincts Act 2001, which in effect excludes people
from protesting on top of the steps of this building. The
Sustainable Forests (Timber) and Wildlife Amendment
Act 2014 provides timber harvesting safety zones. The
then Minister for Agriculture and Food Security, the
Honourable Peter Walsh, introduced the zones to ‘deter
unlawful protest activities that are unsafe and disrupt
timber harvesting operations’. The buffer zones of
150 metres from the boundary of the timber harvesting
coups exist. Under the previous coalition government
legislation was introduced — it has been repealed this
year — that gave police and protective services officers
the power to direct people to move on so that others had
the right to attend their place of work without being
impeded or intimidated by unions who were picketing a
worksite. I find it somewhat ironic that we and the
government today are endorsing one right but are happy
to remove the rights of others to attend their workplace
unimpeded.
The general theme from the pro-life lobbyists is that
they are not attempting to be moral crusaders or seeking
to impose Victorian-era morality, but they are
genuinely loving people wanting to give vulnerable
women a real choice. They do this by attempting to
counsel and dissuade women from entering an abortion
clinic. This counselling occurs in the form of praying,
imploring and conversing with ladies who attempt to
enter a fertility clinic. I am told that on occasion the
demonstrators have been able to change the minds of
some people seeking the services and have provided
evidence through testimonies. On the other hand I have
also received emails, phone calls and texts from
individuals and women’s health organisations who feel
that women who seek the access of the legal service of
an abortion clinic should have the right to do so without
being harassed, impeded or threatened during what is
ultimately an extremely stressful time in their lives.
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I would also like to acknowledge that rural women
often feel marginalised due to distance and sometimes
the lack of immediate services, and they have implored
me to make sure their voices are heard within this
debate. Often the women feel that the counselling by
demonstration goes way beyond gentle conversation,
and this has in the past erupted into verbal, and in some
cases physical, harassment and intimidation. One side
feels that it is providing counselling and support to look
at an alternative, and the other side feels that its rights
are being abused and individuals feel physically and
emotionally intimidated. I understand that yelling and
pushing and shoving have occurred from both sides. I
imagine this is quite distressing, by all accounts.
Through the work done by Ms Wooldridge and
Ms Crozier, the opinion of a number of stakeholders
has also been sought. Police have been consulted in
relation to the issue of long-term picketing at the East
Melbourne abortion clinic. It has been an issue for
police and the Melbourne City Council for two
decades; they feel they do not have sufficient legislative
tools to remove people who make offensive and
threatening overtones.
The services provided at the East Melbourne clinic, and
other clinics like it in Victoria, are legal in this state, as
legislated in this house. Women do have the right to
access these services. It must be, as we have all
commented, a very serious and emotionally painful
decision, but it is a woman’s to make, and she is
responsible for her own body and her own wellbeing. I
appreciate that there is a wide variety of community
views, but evidence would show that the vast majority
of people do support a woman’s right to access a legal
service without being physically intimidated or verbally
harassed.
The bill outlines a 150-metre exclusion zone. I feel that
150 metres may create practical challenges in terms of
enforcement procedures. I believe that Mr Dalla-Riva
will propose an amendment that specifies that the
radius should be reduced to 15 metres, as a 150-metre
radius overlaps the grounds of certain religious
institutions, including the Greek Orthodox Church, the
Australian Catholic University and parts of St Patrick’s
Cathedral property. Whilst I understand his concept,
and I support it in principle, this distance I feel is too
short. Women need to be able to park their car and
access the clinic unhindered, and this would not
necessarily be the case if the radius were limited to
15 metres.
At 150 metres protesters will still be able to hold
placards containing messages, they will still be able to
sing and pray and respectfully converse with women
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and their partners and friends, but at a reasonable
distance. I believe that police will take an educational
approach to seek to explain and inform people of the
regulations in relation to these new laws.
On the whole I respect the differing views but wish to
acknowledge that it is a woman’s right to be able to
access legal medical services without harassment or
fear of physical or verbal intimidation. With those
comments, I support the bill.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
rise tonight to speak on the Public Health and
Wellbeing Amendment (Safe Access Zones) Bill 2015.
Thank God that I am able to stand here tonight, as we
as a Parliament celebrate a democracy where we can all
speak peacefully, speak without threat, speak without
harassment and speak without intimidation.
I want to thank the Lord Jesus for the blessing and
privilege to be an MP. I also want to give thanks for my
beautiful family, my children and my grandchildren. I
also give thanks for the opportunity to celebrate
diversity and to celebrate a range of views and opinions
that can be expressed in a safe, peaceful environment.
And we know just over the last week in our world there
have been many tragic examples of when people cannot
say what they think and express themselves.
Tonight I wish to address the safe access zones bill. I
should start by saying that I have and I hold faith-based
views about terminations. I also want to speak with
some qualification, because as many in this chamber
know, for a part of my career I was executive director
of the Royal Women’s Hospital — the old site in
Grattan Street, not at the lovely new home it has in
Parkville. Amongst other health procedures and
services, the Women’s does undertake terminations for
a variety of reasons.
Tonight I am not here to pursue, for the consumption of
others, views about terminations, whether they be right
or wrong, because I can tell members from my
experience that it is not a black-and-white argument.
Terminations bring forward a suite of physical and
emotional complexities for the women involved. It is
never an easy decision. My love and my prayers are
with all those women who have had to go through that.
I maintain, as I said, my faith-based views about
terminations. I also want to tell members that not every
woman who attends the East Melbourne fertility clinic
is there for a termination. Not everyone who attends our
much-loved Royal Women’s Hospital is there for a
termination. For me, this is all about ensuring that our
Victorian women can access health services without

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES) BILL 2015
Tuesday, 24 November 2015

COUNCIL

4775

any encumbrances — without any harassment, without
any intimidation, without any unwelcome pressure and
without any threats.

within the framework of those two pieces of legislation
that we find that the intent of the committee is to review
legislation.

By way of example, the Royal Women’s Hospital,
during my time there, would provide services to women
who were incarcerated. Often women would be
transported from the Dame Phyllis Frost Centre or from
Her Majesty’s Prison Tarrengower to the Royal
Women’s Hospital for health services. Sometimes those
affected by the crimes committed by those women
would gather outside the Women’s and harass or
intimidate women prisoners on their arrival. To me, as
executive director, that was unacceptable. Similarly,
women attending the Royal Women’s Hospital would
get harassed by others as those women sought specific,
personal and deeply concerning health services, not just
terminations, but for things associated with cancer and
with women’s gynaecological issues. They were being
harassed. I stand here today and say that that is not
acceptable. I did not accept it then, and I do not accept
it now.

This bill raises some issues that I think are important to
put on the record. It is not for me to suggest one way or
the other, but to give some rationale as to why I intend
to move an amendment to limit the zone — not to
remove it but to bring it into what I consider to be a
more reasonable area, based on overseas evidence.

I do respect the views of individuals with regard to
terminations, be they for or against. I have my own
views on that as well. But tonight I feel blessed —
blessed that I can express a view safely and blessed that
I can offer assurances to Victorian women that they can
seek medical attention and services without fear. I give
thanks for our democracy, and I support the intent of
this bill.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I am
pleased to make my contribution on the Public Health
and Wellbeing Amendment (Safe Access Zones) Bill
2015. I probably follow a pretty similar course to that
which Mr Ondarchie follows in terms of the issues
around abortion. Whilst I also share the same views as
Mr Ondarchie, the issue that I have is more a legalistic
issue. I will put it into some perspective.
In the previous Parliament I was chair of the Scrutiny of
Acts and Regulations Committee (SARC), and I am
currently the deputy chair of that committee. The
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee obviously
has a role in reviewing legislation presented by the
government of the day. The intent of the committee,
which is a committee consisting of members from the
government and from the opposition, is to ensure that
the legislation presented in the Parliament has been
through a rigorous process, which is outlined in the
functions of the committee set out in section 17 of the
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003 in relation to the
scrutiny of bills. The committee also has a purpose,
which I will get to a bit later, under the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006. It is

Evidence has been provided by the Human Rights Law
Centre, and I thank it for its submission to SARC,
which I will refer to later. There is also evidence in
relation to some High Court decisions, which are
referenced in the SARC report.
Opposition amendment circulated by
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan)
pursuant to standing orders.
Mr DALLA-RIVA — The amendment I will move
in committee omits the figure ‘150’ and inserts the
figure ‘15’.
In Alert Digest No. 14 of 2015 under the heading
‘Content’, SARC looked at whether the bill trespasses
unduly upon rights or freedoms. In the debate tonight
we have heard about the importance of the freedom of
political communication, and the report looks at
whether there is a:
… prohibition on communicating in relation to abortions in a
manner that is able to be seen or heard by a person who is
accessing, attempting to access or leaving premises at which
abortions are provided and is reasonably likely to cause
distress or anxiety.

As I said, the issue for me is not about abortion,
because I have a view about that. Page 10 of the SARC
reports states:
The High Court has found that there is an implied freedom of
political communication contained in the constitution and has
formulated, in Lange v. Australian Broadcasting Corporation
[1997] 189 CLR 520, a two‐step test for determining whether
a law is compatible with the implied freedom.
The proposed prohibition in the bill — on communicating in
relation to abortions with a person who is accessing,
attempting to access or leaving premises at which abortions
are provided et cetera — may effectively burden freedom of
communication about government or political matters …

and SARC reports that as the first limb of the Lange
test. It continues:
The committee also notes that even if a law is found to pursue
a ‘legitimate’ objective, it is also important to consider
whether it is ‘suitable, necessary and proportionate’ …
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which is the second limb of the Lange test. Footnote 1
to the report notes:
See Australian Law Reform Commission, Traditional Rights
and Freedoms — Encroachments by Commonwealth Laws,
Interim Report, July 2015, page 93.

It also notes a recent High Court decision of McCloy v.
New South Wales [2015] HCA 34, [10]. So there are
some recent High Court cases, which have been
referred to in speeches by other members, that may be
tested on the two limbs of the Lange case.
The SARC report continues:
The committee refers to Parliament for its consideration the
question of whether or not proposed section 185B(1) — by
prohibiting a person … — is a suitable, necessary and
proportionate limitation on the implied freedom of political
communication.

I then look to the Human Rights Law Centre, and I
thank it for its submission from Emily Howie, which
was provided on 5 November. It talks about strongly
supporting the bill. Its submission includes a table of
court decisions on the legality of access zones in the
USA and Canada. When I was reading that I thought it
might reference the 150 metres as the model, because
we keep hearing about the 150-metre buffer zone.
The zone itself is something that I think was determined
in Tasmania. That has not been tested at this stage, but
there have been quite a few cases from the USA and
Canada that were referenced in the — —
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
Sitting extended pursuant to standing orders.
Mr DALLA-RIVA — As I said, the table provided
by the Human Rights Law Centre is quite a useful table
in the arguments which I am putting as to why I am
moving my amendment. In the table that is presented,
dated 17 June 2015, of the jurisdictions that are
outlined, there are four in which particular decisions
were upheld in various supreme courts, either the US
Supreme Court or elsewhere or indeed in the British
Columbia Court of Appeal. I will read them out and put
forward the argument for why I have gone for
15 metres. It is an arbitrary number, of course, but I
thought it would be worthwhile.
In the jurisdiction of Colorado, USA, the law is that the
type and size of access is that in an area of 100 feet
from a healthcare centre, it is unlawful to go within a
floating no-approach zone of 8 feet around a
non-consenting individual for the purpose of prohibited
action. The relevant case, upheld by the US Supreme
Court in 2000, is Hill v. Colorado. The variation is
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from 33 metres — if you were to take the comparator,
100 feet — to within 8 feet, which is about 3 metres,
give or take a couple of centimetres here and there.
In Massachusetts, USA, again referencing the report, it
is a zone of an area of 18 feet from reproductive
healthcare facilities, in which it is unlawful to go within
a 6-foot floating no-approach zone around a person for
the purpose of prohibited activity. Again this was
upheld by the United States Court of Appeals for the
First Circuit in McGuire v. Reilly in 2002, so there is a
variation from 6 metres to a floating no-approach zone
of 2 metres within that area, being about 6 feet.
I will go to the final US reference. In the city of
Pittsburgh, USA, there is a fixed buffer zone of an area
of 15 feet from an entrance to a hospital or healthcare
facility in which it is unlawful to engage in prohibited
action. Again, this was upheld by the United States
District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania
in Bruni v. City of Pittsburgh in March 2015 — so this
year. Again, 15 feet is about 5 metres.
We then cross over to British Columbia, Canada, and
the report refers to a fixed buffer zone of up to
50 metres in which certain activity is prohibited. This
too was upheld by the British Columbia Court of
Appeal in R v. Watson and R v. Spratt in 2008. That
was 50 metres.
In terms of working out where the no-go zone is, you
have areas in Colorado of 3 metres, you have areas in
Massachusetts of 2 metres, the city of Pittsburgh has
5 metres and British Columbia has 50 metres. If you
calculate those and divide them by four, surprisingly it
comes to 15 metres. I have looked at that as saying that
that is what has been upheld and tested in other cases,
and that would be something for due consideration by
the High Court, if this were to proceed in the High
Court — and I have heard people talking about that.
Based on the SARC report, based on the US evidence
and based on what may be an occurrence later on, it
would then be reasonable for the house of review to put
forward a proposition of 15 metres as being a
reasonable area.
I do not want to go on with this too much, but we have
heard evidence from Dr Carling-Jenkins in terms of the
150-metre zone as being a somewhat arbitrary,
excessive number. It has not been tested in the
Tasmanian case. It also impinges on various areas
where you could argue religious practice is occurring or
could occur. The High Court could then assess this
legislation as having been unreasonable, inappropriate
and not adapted to serve the government’s legitimate
ends.
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I am not here to argue the government’s case; I am here
to argue that the house of review has a responsibility to
ensure that the legislation, as it is presented, is based on
other organisations, and they themselves support the
buffer zone. They themselves indicate that would be the
case. To balance it out, if a floating zone was taken into
account, the buffer zone would be 23.5 metres,
calculated by dividing the area by four. The area that I
have indicated — 15 metres to 23.5 metres — is far
more reasonable in terms of the argument that could be
presented in a High Court challenge than the
150 metres, which in my view would most likely be
struck out if there was a challenge based on the Lange
case and based on the areas used in the most recent
High Court decision and referenced in the Scrutiny of
Acts and Regulations Committee report, being — —
Mr Barber interjected.
Mr DALLA-RIVA — I am sure there are others,
but as I said, I have been here long enough to have
respect for the house of review and for what it should
be. I am putting forward the case as it is, and people
will vote for it accordingly. By the time this goes
through the High Court, it is likely that I will not be
here, and it may well be that the court strikes it out as
not being reasonable under the two tests that have been
set down in the Lange test case.
As I said, on that basis, if the amendment as I have put
it forward is not supported, I will be opposing the
legislation because my view is that it would still be
defeated in a High Court test, based on what SARC has
reported and on evidence from around the world. That
will still not stop the buffer zones. As I said, the buffer
zones could have been thought through more
practically if the government had heard evidence from
organisations such as the Human Rights Law Centre or
those in other parts of Australia. The government could
even have looked at the ACT model where it could
have been determined by regulation, depending on the
various abortion clinics, but the Parliament and the
government have lost that opportunity. I will finish on
that note.
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — I appreciate
the opportunity to make a small contribution to the
debate on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment
(Safe Access Zones) Bill 2015 tonight, and I do so on
the basis that I will be supporting the bill as part of the
free vote available to the coalition.
I had an opportunity to speak to Ms Patten’s bill when
she brought it to this chamber as a private members bill
some months ago. Prior to that I also attended the bill
briefing that was provided to us. At that time I raised
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concerns about the 150-metre buffer zone. That was my
only concern, apart from thinking that the technical
wording of her bill needed some polish and some work,
and I think Ms Patten agreed with that. The government
bill we have before us has changed slightly, but I
suspect it is still in the spirit of what Ms Patten was
hoping to achieve by bringing it forward.
I think Ms Patten even agreed that 150 metres would
cause some concern in relation to the overlaps that have
been talked about tonight and, as Mr Dalla-Riva said,
could result in some challenges in the High Court in
relation to its implications. It is on that basis, as I also
flagged in relation to Ms Patten’s bill at that time, that I
would be seeking an amendment in relation to the
metreage, and like Mr Dalla-Riva I have also put
forward an amendment that in clause 5, page 4, line 26,
omits ‘150’ and inserts ‘50’. I have done that not just as
a random figure but because I have done some research
into what has been happening in other jurisdictions in
relation to safe access buffer zones. I have also
physically stepped out what I believe is an appropriate
buffer or safe access zone around Parliament, where
currently people from the Helpers of God’s Precious
Infants are holding silent demonstrations each day of
the sitting week, and also around the East Melbourne
clinic, in which I have a particular interest given that I
have a flat just around the corner from it. I could not
help but notice over the six years that I have been living
in that flat during sitting weeks, and there is no doubt in
my mind about it, that those people were, if I can use
the word, protesting. It was protesting. It was not
communication as such, and it was not counselling; it
was intimidation to a degree. The people who wanted to
access that health service were to my mind being
intimidated by those who were standing in close
proximity of the title site of the East Melbourne fertility
clinic.
I stepped out the meterage from the East Melbourne
fertility clinic across to where Mr Dalidakis raised in
his contribution was a fair and reasonable buffer that
allowed those who were catching trams to alight on and
off without being intimidated by those who were
protesting nearby. I can assure you that 50 metres
extends well past the tram tracks outside the East
Melbourne clinic. In fact if you took the 150 metres
from the title boundary of the East Melbourne clinic,
you would go into the Melbourne Cricket Ground
reserve, where cars park for football matches. That is
quite an extension. That is the basis of why I believe
50 metres is a much more acceptable buffer zone to
provide a clear non-intimidatory access to those clinics
that are providing a whole range of health services for
women — and not only for women, I might add. I note
that the East Melbourne clinic provides services not
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only for miscarriages, contraception advice and clinical
sexual health services but also vasectomies, so men
have also been using that clinic over a period of time.
My information is that the number of protesters who
stand outside the clinic ranges from 3 to 12 on most
days, with groups expanding from 50 to 100 once a
month on many occasions. The staff, particularly at the
clinic in East Melbourne, have frequently complained
that protesters endanger their personal comfort and
safety. As we know, unfortunately in 2001 a security
guard was murdered at the East Melbourne clinic by a
gunman. I might add that he was not affiliated with any
of the protesters. The Helpers of God’s Precious Infants
is an international anti-abortion organisation in
Melbourne, and its members protest approximately six
mornings a week outside the Fertility Control Clinic in
Wellington Parade and maintain a presence at other
clinics in Carlton, Richmond and St Albans at least one
day a week. They have maintained that presence
outside the East Melbourne clinic for over 20 years.
During parliamentary sitting weeks, as has already been
noted, they demonstrate at the rear entrance to the
Victorian Parliament.
The issue I to bring to the house, which I suspect was
part of the motivation of Ms Patten, is that in March
2014 the fertility control clinic sought a writ of
mandamus against the Melbourne City Council for
failing to do anything about the nuisance caused by the
protesters. The Supreme Court of Victoria’s judgement
was handed down on 26 August 2015. The court heard
that the actions of the protesters include:
approaching women apparently coming to the clinic,
imposing their presence even when clearly unwelcome;
harassing women entering or leaving the clinic, engaging in
arguments with the women and passers-by;
attempting to block women’s entry to the clinic;
blocking the footpath outside the clinic;
entering the laneway that runs along the side of the clinic …
jostling and striking people passing the area and entering the
clinic;
making offensive, frightening and misleading statements to
patients and staff;
engaging in loud singing, praying and shouting, clearly
audible in the clinic;
intimidating and harassing patients of the clinic, with the
effect of deterring patients from attending the clinic; and
causing significant injury to the personal comfort of staff
members, patients and others.
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That goes well beyond the free speech and free
consultation that has been provided as an argument by
the DLP member and other members in this Parliament
in their contributions tonight. Unfortunately — not
unexpectedly though — some members wanted to
create another 2008 abortion debate, which is a long
way from the bill we are discussing tonight.
Disappointingly the debate has degenerated into what I
believe has been fairly disrespectful and unruly
behaviour by some of those contributors.
Tonight is merely about a bill that is providing some
clear access to those who want to access health services
not only in East Melbourne but also other parts of
Melbourne. They should be able to do that without
intimidation or fear. They are obviously at a
psychologically sensitive time in their lives to actually
want to avail themselves of those services, and they are
certainly not helped by those protesters who are doing
their very best to try to persuade them against seeking
treatment.
Without going into the detail of the bill itself, because I
think many other contributors to the debate have made
the points well, I do want to foreshadow my
amendment again because I think it is important. As
Mr Dalla-Riva said, if we continue along the path of the
expansive 150-metre zones, there will be possible High
Court implications. Fifty metres at least gives the police
more capacity to control those zones. I think it does
allow those who want to access those services at least
some free and easy access well away from those who
wish to protest, whether silently — and some do, I
might add — or in a more aggressive manner to try to
change the minds of people who are seeking those
health services for reasons best known to themselves.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) — I am very
happy to get a chance to speak on the Public Health and
Wellbeing Amendment (Safe Access Zones) Bill 2015.
It has been a great privilege to listen to all of the other
speakers whatever their views have been, and I do
respect those views. I would just like to acknowledge
Mr Ramsay’s last point that this is not and should not
be a debate about abortion. Some of the speakers have
tried to make it about that, but it is not. This bill is about
creating safe access zones so that women and the staff
who work in clinics that provide abortions are not
harassed, are not shamed and are not coerced in any
way while they seek a legal medical service or while
they provide that legal medical service.
I will not go into the bill. We are all well aware of what
the bill does and how it proposes to do that. Obviously I
am very supportive of the bill and the way it has been
drafted. I would like to make a quick note on
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Mr Dalla-Riva’s and Mr Ramsay’s foreshadowed
amendments. I believe the 150-metre mark is the
appropriate mark. When you consider that some of
these protesters are chasing women down the street,
running out and trying to find where they have parked
and attacking them when they are parking or attacking
them when they try to go back to their cars, I think we
need 150-metre zones. I do not think 15 metres is
adequate, and I do not think 50 metres is either.
I also believe that constitutionally we have struck the
right balance. I think this would stand up in a High
Court challenge. The right of people to access medical
services freely is what this bill is about. It is what the
intentions and the objectives of this bill are about, and I
think they would be supported in any challenge. The
information I have seen also leads me to believe that
that would be the case.
I am pleased to be up here talking about this legislation
in its new form as the Public Health and Wellbeing
(Safe Access Zones) Bill 2015. I think it is something
that I have been campaigning for probably
subconsciously since I was a teenager. I myself had to
go for an abortion, and my mother was probably more
traumatised than I was. But the real reason for this bill
is the decades of harassment — harassment of the
women and their supporters accessing these clinics, of
the residents who live around these clinics, of the
people who work in these clinics.
Ms Bath, Ms Crozier and Ms Fitzherbert very
eloquently described some of the behaviours that have
taken place, some of those completely unacceptable and
unreasonable behaviours that have been taking place
around these clinics while people try to impose their
views on other people. As Ms Crozier said very
strongly, let us remember that we have the right to
access health facilities with freedom and without
harassment, and that is what this bill intends to ensure.
Up until now we have taken a piecemeal approach to
how we try to protect access to these clinics and these
medical services. The police have reported to me, as
they also reported to Ms Wooldridge, that the tools they
have now do not equip them to adequately protect
women, their supporters, nearby residents and the staff
of clinics from being able to go about their work or
gaining access without being harassed and intimidated,
and many times just shamed. I think the recent Supreme
Court decision also shows that there are not adequate
protections in place. The move-on laws were raised
with me today. The move-on laws were never used.
The police did not find them to be an adequate tool to
stop the type of unreasonable and unacceptable
behaviour that has been going on.
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The passing of this bill will sort of finish up business
from 2008 when the Victorian Law Reform
Commission raised this as an important issue. As
Mr Ondarchie said, at that time the commission was
concerned about the type of harassment that was going
on at the women’s hospital and, as I said, not just of
people seeking abortions but of people seeking many
other services, as is happening today. The Victorian
Law Reform Commission noted that in its report when
recommending law reform and said:
There is understandable community concern about safety and
wellbeing of staff and patients at the hospitals and clinics
where people protest or stage vigils because of their views
about abortion. The commission encourages the
Attorney-General to consider options for a legislative
response to this issue.

That is what we are doing tonight. Tasmania did it, and
I think it has successfully protected the wellbeing of
women who seek abortions in Tasmania.
This is a targeted approach and is very specific. It is not
trying to stop free speech. I think this legislation finds a
very good balance between the freedom of the
individual to be able to go about their business,
particularly seeking a health service, with privacy, with
confidence and without being harassed, belittled or
intimidated by somebody else.
Many of us in this chamber will have received many
emails about this. I have to say I have found some of
them fairly intimidating. Many of them were quite
threatening. I would not say that they frightened me,
but they were very attacking. But what really got me
about most of these emails was that they were saying,
‘We need to save these poor women accessing these
clinics. They don’t know what they’re doing. They
need our guidance so we can put them on the right
path’. Women do not need some unqualified
counsellor’s guidance when making a decision about
their own reproductive rights. What they need is
support, assistance and privacy in what is generally a
very difficult time in their lives.
This is not the time for well-meaning people to tell
these women how wrong they are in their decisions and
how right the position of these other people on abortion
is, creating a sense of shame, a sense of stigma and
sometimes a sense of fear. These can sometimes be
quite intimidatory practices, but even when they are
polite, they are still intimidating and still frightening. It
is still inappropriate to be saying that a woman going
into that clinic has not made that decision on her own
grounds and should be counselled by an unqualified
stranger. It is completely unacceptable.
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I will refer to the research mentioned by
Dr Carling-Jenkins in a minute, but in the research done
by Alison Humphries published in a study titled
Stigma, Secrecy and Anxiety in Women Attending for
an Early Abortion, women were asked to indicate how
much they believed having an abortion was stigmatised
by various selected options. The greatest amount of
perceived stigma related to having an abortion came
from the presence of picketers or protesters. Women
felt the least stigmatisation from friends and family and
people who, while possibly not agreeing with their
decision, respected their decision, unlike the picketers
and protesters. Four out of five patients reported that
they felt traumatised by the behaviour of the individuals
outside the clinic.
There was a recent study by Aston University in the
UK published in a report titled A Hard Enough
Decision to Make — Anti-Abortion Activism Outside
Clinics in the Eyes of Clinic Users. It also found that
the presence of anti-abortion activists was the central
cause of distress for clinic users and that:
… numerous clinic users considered anti-abortion actions
outside clinics to be intrusive, and emotionally onerous, even
where the conduct of the activists was in itself polite, and did
not feature graphic imagery.

We are not talking about the most extreme behaviour;
we are talking about what some people might call the
kerbside counselling that goes on on a daily basis.
Dr Carling-Jenkins mentioned Professor Priscilla
Coleman’s study. I would like to note that
Professor Coleman’s results on abortion and mental
health and the connection between the two were not
supported by the American Psychological Association
or the Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists, nor by other people. They said the
evidence does not support a link between abortion and
mental health problems.
Respectful protest or prayer is not helpful. It is
unwanted. It makes women feel ashamed about their
decisions. Our society should not allow that or endorse
it by failing to support this bill. Even one of the people
who wrote asking me to oppose the bill stated:
I believe this would prevent even the respectful
communication of information about alternatives to abortion,
as abortion is such a contentious issue that, even when
presented with respect and sensitivity, communication about
it may be reasonably likely to cause distress or anxiety.

She is absolutely right: it does cause distress and
anxiety. This is when people are going through a very
anxious time. I do not want to go on, given the time.
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Many of the emails that we have received and many of
the contributions made here this evening have
mentioned the right to free speech, and many of the
contributions have also acknowledged, quite rightly,
that the right to free speech is not absolute and it
certainly does not give you a right to an audience —
and a captive one. Mr Ramsay captured the thrust of
this issue well in the previous debate around this issue
when he said:
This debate is not about freedom of speech; it is about people
who are trying to intimidate and change the views of people
seeking medical help.

In her contribution today Ms Shing eloquently outlined
how this bill finds the balance between freedom of
speech and freedom from being harassed.
I welcome protest, and I welcome the protesters that we
see here every day. In fact I welcome them to come to
my office, because that is the appropriate place to
protest around legislation. I would like to thank the
individuals who protest behind Parliament House every
sitting week. They are dedicated, they believe in what
they are saying, and while I do not agree with the
message, I would totally say that it is the right place for
them to protest. I thank Des Kelly and his followers,
because their commitment to their cause is clear and
undoubted. I disagree with it, but Parliament is exactly
the right place to express it and to advocate those views.
I look forward to further lobbying from and interactions
with Mr Kelly and his like. It is what we do as
politicians, and it is what we should be doing.
In finishing, I would like to thank a few people who
have been part of the passage of this legislation. The
passage of this legislation has been going on for a long
time — decades in fact. I very much appreciate the
support of the government, Premier Andrews and in
particular the Minister for Health for taking this on;
Susie Allanson at the Fertility Control Clinic; Emily
Howie and the Human Rights Law Centre; Maurice
Blackburn Lawyers, particularly Katie Robertson,
Elizabeth O’Shea and Jacob Varghese; all of the health
groups, legal groups, volunteer groups and women’s
rights groups — Marie Stopes International, Family
Planning Victoria, Women’s Health West, Women’s
Health Victoria, Right to Choose; the Public Health
Association of Australia; the Australian Medical
Association; Trades Hall; the universities and hospitals;
everyone who came to support this legislation; and all
the members in this house who have supported it.
It has been wonderful. As Ms Hartland and
Ms Springle mentioned, I never expected this kind of
collaborative approach in this house.
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Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Ms PATTEN — Yes, Mr Ondarchie — you were
surprised as well. I never expected that that would be
how some legislation works — that it is done through
collaboration, through finding that common ground. I
thank in particular Ms Wooldridge, Ms Symes,
Ms Crozier, Ms Hartland, Ms Springle, Ms Fitzherbert
and Ms Lovell for really showing me that we could do
this. I do not want to forget Ms Mikakos and
Ms Pulford, who also played a strong role in that
incredible collaborative approach. I thank the
69 members of the lower house who voted for this
bill — from Ms Allan to Mr Wynne. It is with great
pleasure and immense gratitude that I support and
commend this bill. White Ribbon Week is a fitting
week to be passing a bill that works towards ending this
kind of intimidation and violence against women.
Finally, I want to say that I know my mother, who
obviously is not alive now but who was so traumatised
by that time she had to go to that abortion clinic with
me, would be so pleased to see this legislation debated
in the house today. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I will be brief in my summing up
comments as I know members have a number of
questions they wish to raise during the committee stage,
but I want to make some brief comments before we
examine the bill in further detail. This bill seeks to
balance the rights of patients to privacy and dignity
with the rights of individuals to political
communication and religious freedoms. The only
instance where religious activity would be affected is
where that activity is considered by the police or the
courts to be harassment or intimidation or is reasonably
likely to cause distress or anxiety.
A number of examples have been raised with the
Minister for Health, including earlier today, and I wish
to clarify for the benefit of the public and religious
organisations the kinds of behaviour that might be
permitted and prohibited. A question was raised about
what behaviour would be permitted at the Australian
Catholic University, which is located within a proposed
safe access zone. It was asked whether the university
would be prevented from undertaking lectures about
abortion law reform. I want to assure the Australian
Catholic University that such lectures would not be
prohibited. It is clear that a person accessing an
abortion at the East Melbourne clinic would not be able
to hear or see the content of a lecture that is performed
within a lecture theatre across four lanes of traffic on
Victoria Parade. As such, the bill does not intend that
this activity would be considered prohibited behaviour.
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Another question that was raised related to whether
religious organisations will be permitted to display a
billboard within a zone. A billboard that, for example,
advocates a vote for a certain political party due to its
stance on abortion would likely be permitted. Such a
billboard does not target women accessing abortions
and is thereby not likely to be perceived as distressing.
A billboard displaying an image of a foetus that can be
directly seen from an abortion clinic would be an
entirely different matter and would likely be prohibited.
In respect of the Greek Orthodox Church in East
Melbourne referred to during the course of the debate,
there is nothing in this act prohibiting the church from
conducting religious services or even holding a sermon
on abortion within the church. As is always the case
with the interpretation, implementation and
enforcement of the law, individual circumstances will
be considered and determined by the police, and, if
tested, the courts. These decision-makers will apply the
law with a common-sense approach.
The bill is ultimately about freedom to access legal
medical procedures, the right to choose to have an
abortion, as well as the right to choose not to have one,
and the right of a woman to make that decision by
consulting with her doctors and those individuals she
chooses to consult or seek advice from, rather than
strangers. This is about the right of a woman to make
this decision within the confines of Victorian law,
without having the views of others imposed on her. I
thank members for their contributions.
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 31
Atkinson, Mr
Barber, Mr
Bath, Ms
Crozier, Ms
Dalidakis, Mr
Davis, Mr
Dunn, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Fitzherbert, Ms
Hartland, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lovell, Ms
Melhem, Mr

Mikakos, Ms
Morris, Mr
Mulino, Mr (Teller)
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Patten, Ms
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Ramsay, Mr
Shing, Ms
Somyurek, Mr
Springle, Ms (Teller)
Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
Wooldridge, Ms

Noes, 8
Bourman, Mr
Carling-Jenkins, Dr
Dalla-Riva, Mr (Teller)
Finn, Mr

Motion agreed to.

Peulich, Mrs
Purcell, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Young, Mr (Teller)
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Read second time.
Committed.
Committee
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I
understand that we have three separate amendments to
clause 5 of the bill — one from Mr Dalla-Riva, one
from Mr Finn and one from Mr Ramsay.
Clause 1
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — In
relation to the summing up of the minister, I have a few
questions if I may pursue them here. The minister
addressed some of the concerns that have been raised
during the debate. She mentioned that the provisions in
the bill would not impact upon proceedings within a
church within the 150-metre so-called safe access zone,
but she did not mention whether it would impact upon
activities within the church grounds or a banner being
placed on a church fence, much like the Victorian
Trades Hall Council may place a banner on the facade
of Trades Hall. Could the minister indicate whether her
assurances in relation to the prohibited activities would
extend to the church grounds and also to the church
fence?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Mrs Peulich for her question. She
is obviously posing some hypotheticals without
providing the context. Obviously the matter would
depend on what might be on a banner that might be
visible to people accessing a fertility clinic, and matters
would be determined on a case-by-case basis.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The minister did not answer the question in relation to
activities within the church grounds.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Again I refer the member to the fact that it
is very difficult for me to respond to the question
without the member indicating exactly what type of
activity she is referring to. The bill refers to activities
that cause distress or anxiety, so obviously the matters
would need to be considered on a case-by-case basis
based on the type of activity that people are engaging in
and whether the particular test in the legislation has
been triggered.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — It
was quite clearly in reference to prohibited behaviour
under the bill, so it is not hypothetical.
Ms Mikakos — It is hypothetical.
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Mrs PEULICH — No, it is not. The minister was
rebutting it, and she talked about the activities within a
church. I just wanted to clarify whether indeed the same
assurances apply to activities in church grounds, which
often happens. Churches use their church grounds, and
often if there is a very large service, it may actually spill
over into the grounds, so it was not quite clear. The
minister obviously has not been able to provide that
assurance.
Secondly, in relation to the Australian Catholic
University, would it also impact upon the university if it
displayed banners that may cause distress or anxiety?
Again, that may not necessarily be a gruesome
photograph. There are lots of things that people find
distressing. I find things in this chamber distressing.
Would that also impact upon the types of
communication that may be displayed on the exterior of
the Australian Catholic University?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Firstly, in relation to the Greek Orthodox
church in East Melbourne, that is in a location that I am
very familiar with. The entrance to the church actually
is very close to the footpath in that location. The
member is essentially posing hypotheticals based on the
exact location of individuals and the type of behaviour
that they will be engaging upon without giving any
clear indication as to the type of behaviour that
individuals would be engaging upon. It is very difficult
to respond to such open-ended hypotheticals without
Mrs Peulich being more clear about the type of
behaviour that people would be engaging upon near the
entrance to that particular church.
In relation to the Australian Catholic University, in my
remarks in summing up the second-reading debate, I
gave the example of a billboard — and a banner is very
similar to a billboard — or some sort of signage that
advocated for a certain political party due to its stance
on abortion. I said that that would likely be permitted
because that billboard or banner would not be targeting
women accessing abortions and therefore would not be
likely to be perceived as distressing. I then went on to
give the further example of a billboard — or again a
banner — displaying an image of a foetus that could be
seen directly from an abortion clinic. That would be
regarded as an entirely different matter and would
likely be prohibited. I hope that that is of some
assistance to the member.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — It
is not an assurance, given the minister’s use of the word
‘likely’. These are matters that will be determined
ultimately by a court.
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I used the example of the church that the minister
obviously seems to be familiar with, but clearly, as the
premises at which abortions are provided are many, it
would apply to potentially a number of churches or
other premises, so I imagine that the same would apply
to other churches that may be within a 150-metre buffer
zone of any other provider of abortion services. Again,
this is not an argument against the services that are
being provided legally. My concern is in relation to its
impact on freedom of religion and freedom of
expression. Is the minister able to comment about that?
Again she says that it is not such an issue at the Greek
Orthodox church to which she referred, but obviously it
is potentially an issue for many other places where
public sentiment may be expressed or displayed,
including private property.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Mrs Peulich is essentially asking me to
indicate the precise locations of every religious
institution in the state in terms of their proximity to
relevant fertility clinics, and I do not have that
information at hand. What I can say to Mrs Peulich and
to the house, however, is that an appropriate balance
has been struck in this bill in terms of the various rights
and freedoms protected by the Victorian Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities. This bill is targeted
specifically at conduct that can cause fear, anxiety and
intimidation. It is restricted in its scope so as not to
unjustifiably impact on the rights of people to freedom
of expression, peaceful assembly and freedom of
religion, so whether people’s rights will be impacted
upon will depend on the type of behaviour they are
engaging in and whether the test is triggered in terms of
behaviour that is causing anxiety and distress to
individuals seeking to access fertility clinics.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
We have touched on the Greek Orthodox church. A
number of others have been brought to my attention.
The Catholic Education Office in East Melbourne,
James Goold House in East Melbourne, the Australian
Catholic University, the Cardinal Knox Centre in East
Melbourne, the Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre and
St Patrick’s Cathedral are all in a 150-metre zone
around clinics that provide services. Clearly the bill,
therefore, has not been considered fully in terms of its
impact on freedom of religion and freedom of
expression. If it had been, the minister would have been
able to give me a conclusive answer. The question I
would like to ask is: does this bill also impact upon
private property and what I can display, say, in my front
yard, if my house is within the 150-metre zone around a
provider of services captured by this bill?
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Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — In relation to the long list of various
institutions Mrs Peulich referred to in the preamble to
her question, I am seeking some advice about which
ones of those are within the 150 metres and which ones
are outside, but I understand a number of them are
outside the 150 metres, but I will seek to get some
clarification around that issue shortly.
In relation to the issue around proximity, I can advise
the member that the Catholic Education Office is
outside the — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms MIKAKOS — In relation to the examples that
Mrs Peulich gave, the Catholic Education Office, I
understand, is within the 150-metre zone, as is the
Cardinal Knox Centre. St Patrick’s Cathedral is outside
the 150-metre zone. I guess Mrs Peulich can come up
with a list of institutions. Essentially the test is one that
is set out clearly in the bill around protecting the safety
and wellbeing and respecting the privacy and dignity of
individuals accessing services in fertility clinics, and
that will obviously be the test that police will apply on a
case-by-case basis, looking at the particular context and
the particular circumstances in each case.
In relation to Mrs Peulich’s further question in relation
to private property — —
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — In
accordance with standing order 4.08(1)(b)(ii), I move:
That the sitting be extended.

House divided on motion:
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Wooldridge, Ms
Young, Mr

many private properties would be impacted by this new
provision?

Pairs

Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — There is not just one clinic that we are
talking about here. I know there has been a lot of focus
on one particular clinic in the course of the debate, but
there are a number of clinics right across Victoria,
including in regional Victoria. There are also hospitals
that provide fertility services to Victorian women.
Mrs Peulich is asking me to give her an estimate of the
number of private properties surrounding every clinic in
the state. I do not have that information, and I think that
is a very unusual request to be making. It is well
understood that there would be private properties,
whether they are residential or commercial properties,
that would be in the surrounds of health services. I do
not think that would be a revelation to anybody.

Drum, Mr

Motion agreed to.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING
AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES)
BILL 2015
Committee
Resumed; further discussion of clause 1.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I was in the process of responding to
Mrs Peulich’s question about private property, and I
will return to that issue now. Again it is very difficult
for me to respond to Mrs Peulich’s question in the
abstract, but it might be useful to her if I were to give an
example of the circumstances in which private property
might be impacted on under the terms of this bill. An
outward-facing sign about abortion in a window of a
property that is in the safe access zone may be
prohibited under the legislation if it is displayed in a
manner that means it is able to be seen by a person
accessing or leaving a premises that provides abortions
and is reasonably likely to cause distress and anxiety.
I want to clarify further that the terms ‘distress’ and
‘anxiety’ are defined in the Macquarie Dictionary. The
term ‘distress’ is defined as ‘great pain, anxiety, or
sorrow; acute suffering; affliction; trouble’, and
‘anxiety’ is defined as ‘distress or uneasiness of mind
caused by apprehension of danger or misfortune’. The
context of the anti-abortion behaviour is important, and
this is what I stressed to Mrs Peulich before in relation
to activities that occur in proximity to religious
institutions. An outward-facing sign in a window of a
premises within a safe access zone, where many
women are already feeling distressed, anxious and
fearful about an unplanned pregnancy or a procedure
they are about to undergo, may be considered to meet
the test of behaviour that is reasonably likely to cause
distress or anxiety. However, it will ultimately be a
matter for the court to decide whether the behaviour
could be viewed as reasonably likely to cause distress
or anxiety.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Quite clearly an outward-facing sign on a church
property at the Australian Catholic University would be
treated no differently by the minister than one on a
private property. Is the minister able to tell me how

Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Clearly there has been no effort made to ascertain how
many people would have their freedoms infringed upon
by this new legislation. The minister said there are
numerous service providers right around the state. The
legislation excludes pharmacies, so is the minister able
to tell me whether it includes GP clinics as providers of
abortion services, be they providing counselling referral
or otherwise, or perhaps just issuing the RU486 pill?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I take exception to Mrs Peulich’s assertion
that consideration has not been given to the impact on
individuals who are private property owners across the
state. Mrs Peulich is clearly ignoring the fact that the
Victorian community overwhelmingly supports this
legislation. In fact a 2013 Newspoll survey of
Victorians found that over 80 per cent of those
surveyed supported safe access zones around abortion
clinics. Mrs Peulich seems to suggest that Victorians
are all of a sudden going to be putting up posters in
their windows in the proximity of every fertility clinic
in the state. I think that is very far-fetched. But I have
indicated to the house what the test is, and I have given
an example in terms of the type of material that could
potentially trigger the provisions of the bill.
In relation to Mrs Peulich’s further question regarding
what services the bill applies to, I can advise that the
bill provides for safe access zones at premises where
medical and surgical abortions are provided. Surgical
abortions are provided at public and private hospitals
and day procedure centres. Medical abortions provided
for early pregnancies may be performed by stand-alone
abortion clinics or within a limited number of primary
care clinics such as general practice clinics where
general practitioners are trained to provide
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mifepristone, which is commonly known as RU486. I
point out that a small number of general practitioners
across Victoria are trained to provide RU486 — not
every general practitioner provides RU486. As the
member is well aware, the bill specifically excludes
pharmacies from the definition of premises at which
abortions are provided.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Minister Hennessy has reportedly told ABC radio that
there are an estimated 40 000 GPs in Victoria and an
estimated 10 000 GP clinics. The minister said there are
‘a number’ of them. Do we have the number of service
providers that would be impacted by this legislation,
and if so, do we have an idea of how many privately
owned dwellings — and I am not talking about
commercial dwellings — would be impacted upon
because they fall within the 150-metre buffer?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Mrs Peulich for her question. In
relation to the number of GPs who are trained to
provide RU486, I can advise the member that this is a
federally regulated area; I am advised that these GPs
would need to be registered with Marie Stopes. Not
every GP is engaged, prescribed or trained in this area.
It is estimated that there are only about 100 GPs in
Victoria who are prescribed and trained in this matter,
so the assertion that the member is making that the very
large number of GP clinics and GPs she referred to in
the preamble to her question would be impacted by this
is not correct. It is in fact a far more limited number of
primary care clinics, such as general practice clinics,
where general practitioners are trained and prescribed
to provide RU486 that would be impacted.
As for the number of private properties, I do not have
that number at hand, but it will obviously depend on the
location of these clinics as to whether there are private
commercial or residential properties nearby or abutting
them.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — In
relation to the number of clinics providing services
captured by the bill and those that we have already
mentioned, I quote Mary-Anne Thomas, the member
for Macedon in the Assembly, who on 12 November
2015 said:
I have no doubt whatsoever that silent prayer vigils, silent
protests … are indeed actions reasonably likely to cause
distress and anxiety and should be found to be prohibited.

Would the minister consider that silent vigils held in
private homes, perhaps even in the backyard, that fall
within the buffer zone would in actual fact be captured
by this legislation and therefore banned?
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Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Again the member is posing questions
based entirely on hypothetical circumstances. I can
advise that whether or not a certain behaviour such as
praying, saying the rosary, reading the Bible or holding
a silent vigil within a safe access zone constitutes an
offence will depend on the circumstances. If an
individual or a group of people were quietly praying,
holding a prayer book or reading a Bible to themselves,
they would not be committing an offence if that activity
was not harassing or intimidating, did not involve
communication in relation to abortions in a manner able
to be seen or heard by a person accessing or leaving the
premises and was not reasonably likely to cause distress
or anxiety and did not involve impeding a footpath,
road or vehicle.
Ultimately these matters will depend on the
circumstances. If we have individuals or groups of
people holding a silent vigil within the safe access zone
and they are also engaging in acts of disturbing theatre,
such as taping their mouths shut, such behaviour is
likely to be prohibited as it would be reasonably likely
to cause distress or anxiety. It is very difficult for us to
discuss these matters in a categorical way in relation to
the question the member has posed about silent vigils,
because we know from past practice that it is very
frequently the case that these individuals and groups are
engaging in other behaviour that constitutes harassing
and intimidating behaviour, whether it be signage or
material that they are distributing, plastic foetuses in
prams or following people down the street and speaking
to them about why undertaking an abortion is wrong.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
was a little confused by the minister’s reference to
taping one’s mouth shut. Just to gain a bit more
clarification, if individuals who live in private
residences that are within the 150-metre buffer zone of
providers of services captured by the bill stood or had
placards on their front fences or in their yards, or stood
there with their mouths taped over to indicate criticism
of this law, which infringes upon their freedom of
speech and their religious freedom, would that be in
breach of the bill?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I refer Mrs Peulich to the definition in
new section 185B, which is introduced by clause 5, of
‘Prohibited behaviour’, particularly paragraph (b) of
that definition which relates to:
… communicating by any means in relation to abortions in a
manner that is able to be seen or heard by a person accessing,
attempting to access, or leaving premises at which abortions
are provided and is reasonably likely to cause distress or
anxiety …
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The behaviour that is involved needs to be one in the
context of communication. The provision there refers to
the behaviour being able to be seen or heard as well as
being reasonably likely to cause distress or anxiety. It is
very difficult to give a definitive response, given the
abstract way in which the member posed her question,
without referring her back to other tests and the
provisions in the definition of prohibited behaviour.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Given the minister’s inability to answer that question to
provide some surety to those — —
Ms Mikakos — I am answering it. You just do not
like the answer.
Mrs PEULICH — Given that people may not know
whether they would find themselves in breach of this
legislation or not, I would imagine that the number of
people impacted on would be very substantial. Is there
a public list available of those who are in a position to
prescribe RU486?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Firstly, can I just respond to Mrs Peulich
in terms of the assertion she made claiming that I have
not responded. I have responded. In fact I have given
several examples to Mrs Peulich to assist her in
understanding how this particular test will apply to
people seeking to impede or harass someone in their
accessing a fertility clinic. I would again refer her back
to the provisions, particularly the test that relates to
communication, in the bill.
But in relation to her question about the publication of
GPs who prescribe RU486, as I indicated earlier this is
a federally regulated area and the publication of such a
list would be a decision for the federal government, but
I understand it is not currently a publicly available list.
Members would well understand the problems that may
pose in exacerbating the problems we are seeking to
remedy here in relation to particular clinics and having
those problems multiplied for a range of other general
practitioners right across our state.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The concern is that individuals who may be unaware
that they are in a 150-metre buffer zone may find
themselves at risk without their knowledge, but I accept
the minister’s explanation that many people would not
know who provides RU486 — and to be honest, neither
do I. Quite clearly the premises that seem to be the
focus of much of this legislation are the East Melbourne
clinic, so I will take another line of questioning.
Having been involved in small business, and my
husband still has a small business, I would imagine that

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

part of the business planning and modelling is to find
appropriate facilities and location for the type of
business one actually conducts. For example, I would
suggest that placing a brothel next to a school or a sex
toy shop next to a church or a preschool may be
inappropriate. Perhaps placing a gaming venue or a
packaged liquor outlet next to a school may also be
inappropriate and a bit difficult to get a permit for. Has
the government considered other means by which safe
access can be secured to facilities which are attracting
protesters? We do not need to agree on whether or not
these protesters are breaching rules. My view is, if they
are breaching the rules, then the police should have
taken action.
I would have thought, if I were going to run such a
business, I would have, for example, an underground
car park with internal access. No-one would know who
is accessing it. That would have been a part of my
planning of a business. Has the government considered
other forms or other means of providing safe access to
these facilities without the astronomical incursions on
personal freedom, religious expression, political
expression and freedom of speech that this bill will
obviously create?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I want to go back to the first point that
Mrs Peulich made, which is the concern she expressed
about people inadvertently infringing on this act. I
make the point that these provisions are going to be
triggered if there is a complaint and the police’s
attention is drawn to the matter. I do not share
Mrs Peulich’s concern about people inadvertently
triggering the provisions because they happen to live
near a GP clinic and that particular GP administers or
prescribes RU486. There needs to be some form of
complaint and police involvement in order for the
matters in the bill to actually be relevant. But essentially
the issue that Mrs Peulich is getting at is: why do we
have the bill here, and are the police not able to take
some action?
Mrs Peulich — No.
Ms MIKAKOS — That’s the way I understood
your question, Mrs Peulich. We are well aware that it is
a recent Supreme Court decision that has drawn
attention to the fact that the police lack requisite powers
to address this problem, and that is what this bill is
seeking to rectify. We have had people pursue
injunctions in the past, and that does have some
limitations and some practical constraints on it. This
has been developed in response to the recent Supreme
Court decision.
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I do point out that this is a longstanding problem in
relation to the East Melbourne clinic — I think it is
important that I acknowledge that, and many other
members have done so as well — but the recent
Supreme Court decision drew attention to the
limitations of the City of Melbourne in taking
appropriate action in relation to many complaints that
have been made over many years, as well as the
limitations Victoria Police currently faces in addressing
this problem, and the bill seeks to rectify these issues.
Mr Finn — Deputy President, I draw your attention
to the state of the house.
Quorum formed.
Ms MIKAKOS — I do not know what the
alternative is that Mrs Peulich is suggesting, short of
access tunnels being built to every fertility clinic in
Victoria. I am not quite sure where Mrs Peulich is
going with her line of questioning, but in terms of the
East Melbourne clinic, it is a clinic that has been there
for a very long time. I am not sure what Mrs Peulich is
suggesting or how they would manage to put in an
underground car park and some of the other potential
solutions that she is offering up. We are seeking to
address something that has been a longstanding
problem there. As I said, it has been clearly identified
that the police and the City of Melbourne currently lack
appropriate powers to address these problems, and we
are seeking to rectify that through the course of this bill.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The government repealed the move-on laws. The police
failed to act in those instances where clearly there may
have been issues, and now the minister suggests that
hundreds, if not thousands, of individuals in Victoria
will have their liberties curtailed, infringed upon,
because there are concerns surrounding predominantly
one facility. To me that seems like a very hefty
trade-off on what are essentially the rights that are
enshrined in every single universal convention. I ask
the minister further how this particular piece of
legislation aligns with articles 18, 19 and 20 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Article 18
states:
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or
belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others
and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in
teaching, practice, worship and observance.

Further, article 19 states:
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression;
this right includes freedom to hold opinions without
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interference and to seek, receive and impart information and
ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

And lastly, article 20 states:
1.

Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly
and association.

2.

No-one may be compelled to belong to an association.

None of these rights can be traded off or diminished by
legislation of this nature. How does the minister’s
legislation align with these articles contained in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Mrs Peulich for her question.
Every time I get a question I get a preamble about
something else, so I want to go back firstly to the
assertion that Mrs Peulich made that this bill is all about
one clinic. I want to make it clear that that is in fact not
the case. There have been protests at other clinics as
well. I understand that there are currently four particular
locations published on the Helpers of God’s Precious
Infants website — four different locations — and there
have been other protests at other clinics. I will not list
which locations they are, because I do not think it is
helpful that I publicise other potential protest sites in
the course of this debate, but there are four different
locations currently, I understand, on that website.
In relation to this issue as well I want to make the point
that we have had, during the course of the
consultations, even regional health services indicate
their strong support for buffer zones, including going
way beyond 150 metres. There clearly is concern from
our health providers which provide abortion services to
Victorian women about people protesting outside their
particular service and causing anxiety and harassment
to women accessing their services. It is important to
make it clear that, whilst there has been one particular
clinic that has been focused on in some of the
contributions we have had today, this bill is about
ensuring that all of our health services and fertility
clinics can go about their business without patients
being harassed or impeded.
In relation to the question that Mrs Peulich posed about
the UN declaration — and I am sure she is likely to
quote Doc Evatt at me again, a great Labor hero.
Mrs Peulich — I would just like to highlight
hypocrisy.
Ms MIKAKOS — I find it interesting that
Mrs Peulich makes those assertions, because we do
have in this state a proud history of activism and
peaceful protest, and this bill does not change that. We
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have the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities, which is a law that the previous Labor
government introduced. Victoria was the first state to
introduce such a charter, and it was something that I
had some involvement in as the then Parliamentary
Secretary for Justice. This bill strikes an appropriate
balance between the various rights and freedoms
protected by the charter. It is targeted specifically at
conduct that can cause fear, anxiety and intimidation. It
is restricted in its scope so as not to unjustifiably impact
on the rights of people to freedom of expression,
peaceful assembly and freedom of religion.
Mr Dalla-Riva, in his contribution earlier, was speaking
about the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest. I make the point that that bipartisan
committee ultimately drew these matters to the
attention of the Parliament and said it was for the
Parliament to make a determination around these issues
and whether the appropriate balance had been struck. It
is for us to consider the issue of competing rights. We
do have competing rights in our society under the
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities, and we
believe that we have struck an appropriate balance
between those competing rights to ensure that women
can access a legally available medical procedure in this
state without harassment.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The minister noted and took pride in Labor’s
introduction of the Victorian Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities, and I just want to remind her that
the bill contravenes sections 14, 15 and 16 of the
Victorian Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities. Section 14 of the charter allows
Victorians the freedom to think and believe what they
want in public or private, alone or as part of a group.
Section 15 of the charter allows Victorians to say what
they believe and to share their ideas, provided they do
so reasonably. Section 16 of the charter allows
Victorians to assemble peacefully in groups.
The safe access zones of 150 metres in particular would
contravene all of these rights, as they would heavily
penalise anyone who is peacefully standing a city block
away from a clinic providing the service that is
captured in this bill, holding a sign or whatever that
may cause distress. I would suggest that many of these
concerns would be diminished if this buffer zone was
reduced to, say, 15 metres, which will be the subject of
an amendment that Mr Dalla-Riva will move.
The minister’s ambivalence in relation to whether a
taped-over mouth may constitute an infringement of the
bill would certainly give rise to a very effective
campaign to defend human rights and liberties — that
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is, covering anyone who lives within 150 metres of a
GP clinic, whether or not they knew it provided the
services that are relevant to this bill. And I am not
talking about the services themselves, because that is
ultimately not the subject of this debate. My concern is
the impact on the rights and liberties of individuals to
freedom of speech, freedom of political communication
and freedom of religion. A very effective campaign
would be the taped mouth in every yard within
150 metres of any GP clinic, and I would certainly be
encouraging them to do that.
I also add that freedom of speech, expression and
association are absolutely critical to our democratic
society. The right to freedom of speech is not only
increasingly restricted by this government all the time
but this exclusion zone is ill considered, is excessive,
and I believe it does not balance rights acceptably. It
will hinder free speech to an unacceptable level in a
free and democratic society. Freedom of speech is
guaranteed in the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and Victoria’s own Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities. This bill also contradicts
the Australian constitutional right to freedom of speech
and assembly. I think it is absolutely outrageous, but
the question that I would like to now ask, just to
understand the implications, is: say we have a
multistorey hospital; is the 150 metres just a measure of
distance horizontally or is it also vertically? Perhaps a
patient who is in a ward on a certain level may hold a
different view; would that distance be captured by this
legislation? Does the 150 metres refer to activities
being prohibited within 150 metres only horizontally,
or does it also include vertical space?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — In relation to the comments that
Mrs Peulich made about the competing rights, I make
the point that the Victorian Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities recognises that rights may need to
be limited to protect others and that special duties and
responsibilities are attached to the right to freedom of
expression. Behaviour that seeks to dissuade, frighten
or intimidate patients or staff of legal health services is
not acceptable, respectful or consistent with the
intention of the charter. As the statement of
compatibility notes, women accessing legal abortion
services are entitled to have their privacy respected, to
feel safe and to be treated with dignity.
In relation to the question that Mrs Peulich poses about
the 150 metres and whether that is vertical, again I refer
the member to the paragraph in the definition of
‘prohibited behaviour’ that relates to communication. It
specifically uses the words ‘able to be seen or heard by
a person accessing, attempting to access or leaving a
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premises at which abortions are provided’. I cannot see
how someone on the fifth floor would be visible to
someone on the fourth floor.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — So
it is not vertical?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — That is just a ridiculous question.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
How about a sign in the sky carried by an aeroplane,
just say? I am just asking. I mean, is it 150 metres
horizontally, or horizontally and vertically?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Are there
further questions?
Mrs PEULICH — Yes, that was a question.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! The
minister is not under any obligation to answer it.
Mrs PEULICH — Would an aeroplane carrying a
sign that somebody may find distressing be captured by
this bill?
Ms Mikakos — How many aeroplanes do you
know that fly under 150 metres?
Mrs PEULICH — I live close to the Moorabbin
Airport.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Through
the Chair.
Mrs PEULICH — I have an aeroplane every
30 minutes.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Through
the Chair.
Ms Mikakos — You are treating this as a joke.
Mrs PEULICH — No, this is not a joke. This is to
understand the breadth and depth and the impact of this
bill. This is not a debate about services which are
available, which will continue to be available and
which have been available. In my view, this is about the
incursions on freedoms and liberties. I would support a
15-metre exclusion zone. So this is not about abortion.
This is about the consequences for people in terms of
their freedom of expression and religious freedom, as
well as political communication. So is the 150 metres
also a vertical distance?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I have responded to this.
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Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Minister, I apologise; I did not hear your answer. The
150 metres, which is the number that is being used to
define a safe access zone to prohibit behaviours
prohibited under this bill, is that a measure that applies
to horizontal distances or vertical as well?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The 150 metres is measured from the
perimeter of the land where the premises at which
abortions are provided is situated. I think that is pretty
clear.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — So
I assume that it applies to vertical distances as well? So
it is a vertical measure as well?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Well, I have referred you to the test about
being seen and heard.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Can you clarify it? These clarifications — through you,
Deputy President — are important because they will be
used, obviously, in court proceedings when these
matters are tested. So I think we need to understand the
government’s intent in terms of the prohibitions that are
created by this legislation. So is it 150 metres
horizontally, or vertically, or both?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — We have gone over this now for some
time, and Mrs Peulich is clearly not wanting to accept
the answer.
Mrs Peulich — No, I just want to hear it.
Ms MIKAKOS — I have referred Mrs Peulich back
to the issue of being able to be seen or heard in terms of
‘communications’ in the definition, and I gave her the
example of would a person on the fifth floor be seen by
someone on the fourth floor? So I think that just
demonstrates, really, the absurdity of the proposition
that Mrs Peulich is putting in relation to people in a
multistorey building. But obviously these are matters
that may well be subject to a court interpretation. I have
said clearly that the 150 metres will be measured from
the perimeter of the land where the premises at which
abortions are provided are situated.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
still do not hear the answer. It is measured from the
perimeter, but is it measured horizontally from the
perimeter or is it also measured vertically? Would an
aeroplane flying over with a sign at 149 metres be
captured by this legislation?
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abortions are provided. It is the perimeter, not the
entrance.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order!
Mrs Peulich has asked that question. It has been quite
repetitive. The minister has answered. Mrs Peulich
might not like the answer or agree with it, but there has
been an answer and I think it is time we moved on.

Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — Is it at every
point of the perimeter of the land that the facility is on?

Mrs PEULICH — Thank you, Deputy President. I
think I have had a response but not an answer, but I will
move on because clearly the minister feels that — —

Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Yes, that is what a perimeter is. It can be
at any point.

Ms Mikakos — I asked Mrs Peulich how many
planes fly over at 150 metres.

Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — In
a large shopping complex where would the perimeter
begin?

Mrs PEULICH — Let me tell you that if you lived
in my house, you would be putting in a complaint on a
regular basis because a lot of them do — —
Mr Ondarchie interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order!
Mrs Peulich, without assistance.
Mrs PEULICH — Is creating safe access zones as a
method of allowing people to get about their business
the type of legislation the government would also
contemplate for other legitimate activities that people
engage in in order to get about their business? I am just
trying to understand why this particular method has
been adopted by the government rather than any other.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I refer Mrs Peulich to the fact that there
are exclusion zones in existing legislation. I specifically
refer her to the Parliamentary Precincts Act 2001; the
Safety on Public Land Act 2004, which allows for an
area of state forest to be declared a public safety zone
for a number of purposes, including the maintenance of
public safety; and also the Wildlife (State Game
Reserves) Regulations 2014 made under the Wildlife
Act 1975, which makes it an offence to enter or remain
in a specified hunting area at certain times during the
duck hunting season and to approach within 10 metres
of a person who is hunting. I make the point to the
member that there are in fact other pieces of legislation
that have exclusion zones.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — My question
is also around the 150-metre exclusion zone. The
minister says it is from the perimeter of the facility:
does that mean the front door of the facility or does it
mean the edge of the land? At what point does the
minister class the 150 metres to be from?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Ms Lovell for her question. The
150 metres is measured from the perimeter of the land
rather than the entrance of the premises at which

Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — It will be 150 metres from the perimeter of
the land where the premises at which abortions are
provided is situated. So if there is a GP clinic in a
shopping centre, and the GP is registered to provide
RU486, obviously it would be the perimeter of that
business.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Regarding the handing out of political literature during
election campaigns by, say, Dr Carling-Jenkins, there is
a longstanding practice of political candidates handing
out literature in shopping centres. Would this then
impact upon, say, a candidate for whom that was an
important platform being able to hand out literature in a
shopping complex in which you may have a GP who
prescribes RU486?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — During my summing up I gave some
examples, and I referred in particular to a billboard that
would be advocating a vote for a certain political party
due to its stance on abortion. I indicated to the house
that that would likely be a permissible act because such
a billboard would not be targeting women accessing
abortions and would therefore not be likely to be
perceived as distressing. So if a member or political
party were to be distributing material that related to
their electioneering, as long as it was not perceived as
distressing in terms of the definitions under the act, that
would not be problematic. It is a different matter when
people are handing out material that has very graphic
photographs of foetuses or material of that nature,
because that type of material may fall within the
provisions of the act that relate to communicating in
such a way that is likely to cause distress or anxiety to a
person accessing an abortion clinic.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Given the minister’s answer, does the minister envisage
that there would be a government department or a
special propaganda office that could receive the draft
campaign literature from a Ms Carling-Jenkins-Smith
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to ensure that she does not fall foul of the provisions of
the act?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I draw Mrs Peulich’s attention to the
provisions of the bill. It is Victoria Police that will be
enforcing these provisions — and potentially the courts.
The question that she is posing is really quite absurd.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — I take the
minister back to the case of a facility that might be
within a shopping centre, because in country Victoria
particularly there are a number of medical clinics that
are within shopping centres. The minister said that the
perimeter was of the premises on which the services are
offered. Is that just the actual location, as in the shop
number of where that is located? Because in many of
these large shopping centres 150 metres could well still
find you within the car park of those centres and people
could be harassed as they park and try to enter into the
shopping centre.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I would anticipate that in those types of
circumstances it would be the perimeter of the clinic
itself rather than the entire shopping centre or the car
park of the shopping centre, which is shared by a range
of businesses in that particular shopping centre.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — Therefore you
are saying that it is all right for people to protest within
the car park and harass women who are parking their
cars and trying to access that centre.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I did not say that at all. The issue is the
150 metres from the perimeter of the land where the
clinic is situated. We are establishing, through this law,
a distance of 150 metres. I know earlier Ms Lovell was
saying in the debate that she thought 50 metres was
appropriate. We are trying to strike an appropriate
balance here to ensure that women can get access to
clinics without being harassed or threatened in the
process.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I go back to
some discussions that we were having a little bit earlier
with regard to GPs and GP offices or clinics that may or
may not prescribe or deliver RU486. The minister has
told us that that is a matter for the federal government
and the registration would be with the federal
government. In order to facilitate this legislation, will
the state government seek from the federal government
a list of practitioners who prescribe RU486 to provide
to the police so that they can enforce this law?
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Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Obviously police will be appropriately
trained in the provisions of this bill before its
commencement, but it is not proposed that that list be
made publicly available because, as indicated earlier, it
would attract unwanted attention to those particular
medical clinics.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I am not
suggesting to the minister that the government makes
the list public. What I am suggesting is that this
government has a list and it should provide it to the
police so that if a complaint is made, the police know
that they can act because this particular clinic or this
particular GP’s surgery is on that list.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Unless there is a complaint triggered,
Victoria Police would not ordinarily be involved under
the provisions of the bill, so it is not necessary that that
information be provided in anticipation unless there is a
problem that becomes apparent at a later point in time.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — If a complaint
is made to the police that there is a protester or
somebody wearing a T-shirt or a car with a sticker on it
out the front and that has offended somebody, how are
the police to know, if you are not providing them with
the relevant information, that this is a clinic or a GP’s
surgery that is covered by the act?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — In those circumstances police would make
inquiries of the clinic as to whether they prescribe
RU486 and a zone would therefore be established. It
would obviously in those particular circumstances be in
the interests of the clinic to share that information with
Victoria Police.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — So that is a
matter that is dependent entirely on the police inquiry to
discover what the situation is with regard to the role
that any doctors surgery or GP clinic might have.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The provisions are triggered if there is a
complaint and there is a problem that becomes
apparent.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — Going back to
an issue that was discussed a little earlier, this is a
particularly important point that has to be made and it is
extremely important that the minister makes the
government’s position clear because this is a matter that
will be examined in the High Court as it may well
contravene the Australian constitution. That is the
matter of religious freedom. As the minister has made
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clear, there are a number of facilities that either commit
abortions or provide RU486 around Victoria that will
be subject to this legislation. There will be a number of
churches — religious facilities — that are clearly within
those 150-metre zones around Victoria. What if one of
those was to put up a billboard that said something as
innocuous as ‘Jesus loves you and your baby’ opposite
an abortuary. Would that be, under the auspices of this
law, an illegal act?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — If the billboard did not specifically relate
to the issue of abortion, then it is likely that the
billboard would not be prohibited under the terms of the
bill.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — What if
somebody were to see that board opposite the abortuary
and they were to take offence and make a complaint
that that billboard is making reference to both them and
their child? Where does that leave the police in terms of
their judgement on what is offensive and what is not
offensive?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I refer Mr Finn to the comments I made in
when summing up the second-reading debate. I
indicated to the house at that time that, as is always the
case with the interpretation, implementation and
enforcement of the law, individual circumstances will
be considered and determined by the police and, if
tested, by the courts. These decision-makers will apply
the law with a common-sense approach.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — Thank you
again, Madam Deputy President. I hear what the
minister is saying — that it is up to the police to call the
shots here — but this is a matter that will be examined
by the highest court in the land at some stage. I think it
is incumbent upon the minister, and indeed it is
extremely important, that she make her position and the
government’s position very clear on this. I do not think
it is enough for her to say, ‘Leave it to the police’. We
really need to have a definitive statement here as to
whether the government wants this legislation to
impinge upon the rights of a religious organisation that
wishes to erect a billboard along the lines of which I
have described. I ask the minister to make that
definitive statement in the interests of clarity for
everybody, police included.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Mr Finn is essentially asking me to
respond to very ill defined hypotheticals, and it is very
difficult to do that, but the legislation is very clear that
only communications that relate to abortion are
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prohibited. Billboards making general religious
statements would be acceptable. I also refer him to the
principles that are set out in the bill. They are clearly
designed to give the courts, potentially, guidance in
relation to the interpretation of this particular
legislation. The principles set out in the bill clearly refer
to the public being entitled to access health services
including abortions and people being able to enter and
leave such premises without interference. It goes on
further to talk about the need to protect a person’s
safety and wellbeing and respecting a person’s privacy
and dignity. All of these matters would obviously be
taken into consideration by any court that was to look at
the scope of this legislation at any future point in time.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — The minister
says we are talking about a hypothetical, but in fact we
are not talking about a hypothetical, because I have
given her an exact example of what I am talking about,
where the billboard clearly says, ‘Jesus loves you and
your baby’. If that is opposite an abortuary, it is quite
possible — —
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I highlight
to Mr Finn that I have checked the dictionary, and there
is no such word as ‘abortuary’. I would ask him not to
use that word, which does not exist.
Mr FINN — I knew, Madam Deputy President, that
freedom of speech was under attack in this state, but I
did not realise that it was under attack in this house. But
if you would like to provide to me a list of words that
you approve and disapprove of, I am happy to follow
that.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! We are
simply using the dictionary, Mr Finn.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr FINN — Funk & Wagnalls! Yes, indeed there is
a fair bit of that going on.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Excuse me,
that is not appropriate.
Mr FINN — What? It’s a dictionary, isn’t it?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Mr Finn,
you know exactly what you are doing, and it is not
appropriate.
Mr FINN — I am referring to Dictionary.com.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! We are
using the dictionary that the clerks use. Do not
denigrate that.
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Mr FINN — I am not denigrating the dictionary. I
adore the dictionary. I think that is probably one of the
best dictionaries I have ever seen. But Dictionary.com
uses the word ‘abortuary’. In fact it is a noun, and it is a
derogatory term for an abortion clinic. That is the term
on www.dictionary.reference.com. That may be
something that you take into consideration.
Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr FINN — I can understand why you would be
sensitive.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! It is a
derogatory term.
Mr FINN — My oath, it is a derogatory term. They
kill babies there, you know. That is why it is
derogatory. In the Collins English dictionary as well, is
it — —
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! We will
continue this discussion and this committee respecting
each other’s positions.
Mr FINN — Yes, I will, but I am also respecting the
truth.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Mr Finn!
Mr FINN — Yes, Madam Deputy President.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I will also
ask you to refer to me as the Deputy President, not
Madam. Thank you.
Mr FINN — Now we’re getting silly at this hour of
the morning, aren’t we? This billboard that I have
referred to opposite the clinic that commits abortions,
and I understand that is in the dictionary, that clearly
says ‘Jesus loves you and your baby’ could well be
taken by somebody — a staff member, an alleged
doctor or somebody accessing that clinic — as being
directed at a client of the clinic that commits abortions.
What would be the situation there? Where does the
church stand with that billboard and with the message
that it has directed to those on the other side of the
road?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I think Mr Finn will find that I responded
to that question about 10 minutes ago.
Mr Finn — No, you didn’t.
Ms MIKAKOS — I encourage him to refer to
Hansard tomorrow, because I have responded.
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Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Through you, Deputy President, further along the line
of questioning — because I think we do need clarity in
the best interests of the courts being informed about the
intent of the legislation — and further in terms of
political communication, if a political party or a
political candidate wanted to campaign on matters that
are affected by this bill, would that political party or
that candidate be prevented from letterboxing material
that was on the topic of anti-abortion, in particular to
households within the 150-metre buffer zone? If the
minister could provide some clarity there, that would be
very useful. And perhaps at the same time, would
someone like an organisation that campaigns on
anti-abortion platforms also be prevented from
letterboxing households — private properties — that
find themselves within the 150-metre buffer zone?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I refer Mrs Peulich to the definition of
‘prohibited behaviour’ and paragraph (b), which relates
to communications. The communication relates to
matters able to be seen or heard by a person accessing,
attempting to access or leaving premises at which
abortions are provided. So if material was to go into
residents’ letterboxes, unless they happen to be a patient
or staff member accessing an abortion clinic, then the
provisions of this bill would not be triggered.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — So
a staff member or a person accessing abortion services
within the 150-metre buffer zone may have cause to
find such material distressing and therefore would
engage the provisions of this legislation.
Ms Mikakos — Not clear.
Mrs PEULICH — The minister said because it is
letterboxed material it may not be visible to those who
are attempting to access the service. However, if they
themselves lived within the 150-metre buffer zone,
someone wanting to access or accessing an abortion or
someone who worked in an abortion clinic could
ostensibly lodge a complaint following the receipt of
such material in their letterbox. Could the minister
comment on that?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Again Mrs Peulich is putting a whole
range of hypotheticals. It will depend on what is on the
material. If it is how-to-vote material, then I cannot see
how that would offend the provisions of the legislation,
but if it were graphic pictures of foetuses, then that is a
different matter. It will depend on the nature of the
material involved — what is on the material — whether
a patient or staff member at the clinic happened to live
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within the 150-metre zone and therefore the provisions
of this act are triggered.
As I indicated earlier, obviously these matters will need
to be determined on a case-by-case basis by police
having regard to the material that may be involved in
those circumstances and the particular circumstances of
where individuals might be residing in the context of
that particular clinic.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
surmise from the minister’s answer that, for example,
the Right to Life organisation would be pretty unwise to
be letterboxing properties within a 150-metre buffer
zone of the service providers captured by this bill
because they may find themselves in a position
where — —
Ms Mikakos — It depends what is on the material.
Mrs PEULICH — I would say we all know what is
on the material. So they would ostensibly be advised
not to letterbox anything within 150 metres of a service
provider. Given the extensive list across the state, the
Right to Life organisation could well become almost a
banned organisation.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I know Mrs Peulich is very keen to assert
particular things, but in responding to her question
earlier I did say it will depend on what is on the
material. If it said ‘Vote 1 Inga Peulich because she is a
terrific local member’, I cannot see how that would
have any relevance to triggering the provisions of this
bill, so Mrs Peulich can pose numerous hypothetical
questions in relation to these matters, but it really will
ultimately depend on the nature of the material and
whether the particular provisions are triggered around
causing distress or anxiety to people entering or leaving
abortion clinics.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — I want to follow up on a couple of
points made by Mrs Peulich, particularly around human
rights — a bit earlier in the night or early morning.
Mrs Peulich — I think we need to be refreshed.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS — I think we do need to
be refreshed. I have a quote with me from Tim Wilson,
the Australian human rights commissioner, who
claimed not to support these zones. He said:
I have no issue whatsoever with making sure people enter
these clinics without harassment …
…
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What I think we should do is better define what harassment
means …
Make harassment unlawful and focus on the actual mischief,
rather than create these buffer zones which take it too far.

I am wondering what the minister’s reaction to this is
considering her earlier comments and if she could
explain why the government went for the buffer zones
approach and not for strengthening harassment laws.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The government has consulted very
widely in relation to this bill, and obviously there are a
range of views about it, but I can say that
overwhelmingly the submissions the government
received indicate support for this approach. We have
taken the view that this bill is focused on the
harassment or the potential harassment of individuals
who seek to enter or leave abortion clinics.
We took the view that we have struck an appropriate
balance in terms of the competing rights in the
Victorian Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities. The charter recognises that rights may
need to be limited to protect others, and that:
Special duties and responsibilities are attached to the right of
freedom of expression …

Behaviour that seeks to dissuade, frighten or intimidate
patients or staff of legal health services is not
acceptable, respectful or consistent with the intention of
the charter. The statement of compatibility that relates
to this bill notes that:
Women accessing legal abortion services are entitled to have
their privacy respected, to feel safe and to be treated with
dignity.

That language is replicated in the principles of the bill.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — I thank the minister. There is a point
there that I would like to pick up on. It is around
submissions. My understanding is that submissions
were invited. This was not an open process. How
confident is the government that it got this right?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank the member for her question. I can
advise the member that there was an extensive list of
stakeholders with which the government undertook a
targeted consultation process. This included health
services, women’s and community groups, primary
care representative organisations, unions, human rights
and civil liberties groups, legal representative groups,
local government and right-to-life groups. As I
indicated, the overwhelming majority of stakeholders
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strongly support the proposals contained in the bill and
regard them as reasonable and proportionate to protect
women and staff entering premises where abortions are
provided.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — I would like to get confirmation that
submissions were invited and therefore the majority of
opinions that were sought could well have come from
pro-abortion groups. I am still wondering how the
minister can say that the right balance was struck when
I know that a couple of those submissions were very
much against the buffer zones.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Dr Carling-Jenkins for her
question. There was a very extensive list of
stakeholders that the government engaged with in
relation to these issues. I remind the member, and all
members, that of course these issues have already been
the subject of extensive public debate. That process
began when Ms Patten introduced her private members
bill to the house. I am aware that the Minister for
Health has also received a range of correspondence
from members of the public about this bill, and I am
sure that members of Parliament have similarly
received a range of correspondence. I have personally
received a number of emails about this bill.
I point out that the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee also had the opportunity to consider
submissions from a range of stakeholders and may have
also received some submissions that went beyond the
very extensive list of those with which the government
consulted. There certainly has been an opportunity
during these many processes, including the passage of
this bill through both houses of Parliament, for the
Victorian community to express its views on this issue.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — Following up on that point, the
minister described the process as extensive, but then
she described it as having started less than three months
ago. Did the government even consider sending this to
a committee for scrutiny?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — That was not considered necessary as
there has been an opportunity for the Parliament and for
the community to consider these matters during the
course of both Ms Patten’s earlier private members bill
and the government’s own bill coming through the
Parliament. As I also pointed out, the Scrutiny of Acts
and Regulations Committee (SARC) has also had an
opportunity to scrutinise it. That is in fact a bipartisan
committee of the Parliament. That committee had the
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chance to consider this bill and to receive public
submissions, as it does for all pieces of legislation.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Can the minister advise me how many safe buffer zones
would exist in the electorate of Frankston?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I do not have that information at hand in
relation to any particular electorate. I will have to take
that one on notice.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — Is
the minister able to advise me how many buffer zones
would be created under this legislation in the Assembly
seat of Carrum?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I have just responded. I said any particular
seat. Are we going to go through every seat?
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The minister is unable to tell me how many would be
impacted upon in Frankston and in Carrum. Is she able
to tell me how many of these buffer zones would exist
in the seat of Mordialloc?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I have just indicated to Mrs Peulich that I
do not have the specifics relating to each particular
electorate, but I also think it is not particularly helpful
to publicly identify any clinics in particular electorates
that might then be targeted.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
did not ask for an identification of the sites; I asked for
the number. Given that the minister is unable to give
me the number for Frankston, for Carrum and for
Mordialloc, is she able to tell me what the number of
sites would be in the seat of Bentleigh?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I have just said I do not have the numbers
relating to particular electorates — that means every
electorate.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
did not hear that because the microphone was not on. Is
the minister able to repeat that?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I have already indicated to Mrs Peulich
that I do not have numbers relating to particular
electorates. She can run through every electorate in the
state, but I do not have that information at hand. These
are provisions that apply to the entire state in terms of
the abortion clinics that fall within the scope of the
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legislation, so it makes no difference which particular
electorate they are located in.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The minister has been unable to tell me how many safe
buffers zones would be created under this legislation in
Frankston, in Carrum, in Mordialloc or in Bentleigh. Is
she able to tell me how many would be created in Narre
Warren North?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — This is getting a bit vexatious.
Honourable members interjecting.
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but this is tedious repetition. I expect that the same
question would apply to every seat in the entire state
and the same answer would be provided. It is time to
move on.
Mrs PEULICH — Is the Deputy President vetoing
this line of questioning?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — No. I am
indicating that this is tedious repetition and that the
question pertains to all seats in this state.
Mrs PEULICH — I ask, through the Chair, that the
minister at the table answer the question.

Ms MIKAKOS — I have responded; I do not have
the numbers. Is the member going to go through every
seat?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order!
Mrs Peulich is aware that the minister is not required to
answer. We are dealing with the purposes clause.

Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — In
my electorate.

Mrs PEULICH — I am certainly trying to
understand the purposes clause as well and the
parameters and the impacts of the bill, which I do not
believe have been fully considered or well understood.
Certainly I would imagine that would be the case here
in this chamber. Therefore I assume, given the
minister’s inability to answer how many private
properties could be found within a 150-metre zone in
Frankston, Carrum, Mordialloc, Bentleigh, Narre
Warren North, Narre Warren South, Cranbourne,
Mulgrave and the entire South Eastern Metropolitan
Region, that this bill should be withdrawn. The minister
should do the homework so that we can clearly
understand what the impacts of this bill are and whether
it is much more than just a safe access bill.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mrs PEULICH — The minister was unable to tell
me how many safe access zones under this legislation
will be created in the electorates of Frankston, Carrum,
Mordialloc, Bentleigh and Narre Warren North. Is she
able to tell me how many will be created in the seat of
Cranbourne?
Mr Jennings interjected.
Mrs PEULICH — It is a different seat every time.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I have indicated to the member, so I am
not sure what she thinks she is achieving here, other
than wasting time.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
No, I am not wasting time; I am trying to establish how
much detailed work has been done and consideration
has been given in the development of this legislation to
the impacts that it would have on people who live
within these buffer zones, and I would expect there to
be thousands of them. If we have a look at the number
of private residences and families that would be
impacted upon, it would be of great concern to many of
them. These are all Assembly electorates in the region I
represent. Given that the minister has been unable to
tell me the number of safe access zones in Frankston,
Carrum, Mordialloc, Bentleigh, Narre Warren North
and Cranbourne, is she able to tell me how many there
are in the seat of Mulgrave?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I
understand where Mrs Peulich is wanting to take this,

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I am a bit
concerned about what I have just heard because it
seems that the government is trying to legislate for
something which it does not have any idea about. It has
no idea of the full ramifications of this legislation. For
example, I am sure that I am going to be approached in
the not-too-distant future by people in my electorate of
Western Metropolitan Region who will be asking how
many people will be impacted upon by this buffer zone
in the western suburbs. I will be asked which areas will
be impacted upon by this buffer zone in the west. If I
am not able to tell them that, it seems that if, for
example, they want to put up a pro-life sign in their
front yard, they could be inadvertently breaking the
law.
If the minister cannot tell us the full ramifications of the
law that she is proposing, then Mrs Peulich’s point is a
very good one — that is, that the bill should be
withdrawn and thought through. I ask the minister to
take that on because it is extremely important. It is no
use coming in here telling us that we are going to have
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legislation which affects thousands, if not hundreds of
thousands, of people and then not being able to tell us
who those people are or where they are. That is just a
nonsense. I follow up what Mrs Peulich said, and I ask
the minister to withdraw this legislation, to go back and
do the homework that is necessary to ensure that people
are aware of the full implications of this law and if
indeed they will be impacted upon by it.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — As I have said on numerous occasions, it
is only people who are engaging in intimidating or
distressing behaviour who will be caught by this law.
Mr Finn is making assertions that thousands of people
will be caught by this. I remind him that a 2013
Newspoll indicated that 80 per cent of Victorians
support this type of legislation, so overwhelmingly his
constituents and Mrs Peulich’s constituents would be
highly supportive of this particular legislation.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — Bill Shorten
would probably be very wary of Newspoll just at the
minute. My concern is very real in this. If people look
at government and see government legislating to have
unforeseen impacts, I think we have very valid reason
to worry and I think people have very valid reason to
worry. If governments get up and say, ‘We are going to
legislate A, B and C and it will have this impact on this
number of people in this area and this is who they are’,
that is fine; people will accept that. But if this
government, or any government, for that matter, is
going to legislate without knowing what impact this
legislation will have — we do not know who it will
impact and we do not know quite how it will impact
them — I would suggest that this legislation is very bad
legislation and needs to be withdrawn. That is a very
valid point, in my view.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Deputy President, through you to the minister at the
table — I am not sure Ms Shing actually asked for
permission to be able to sit at the table, but
nonetheless — in view of the minister’s inability to
inform us of the number of private properties in
particular that are impacted on by the thousands of
buffer zones that will be created by this legislation, is
she able to tell me how a member of the public is
supposed to know where they are excluded from
expressing an opinion on subjects captured by this
legislation?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — We seem to be going over the same issues
over and over. As I explained earlier to Mrs Peulich, a
member of the public would not inadvertently be
breaching the law; there would need to be a complaint
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made in order for the provisions to be triggered.
Someone going about their business in their own home
would not be triggering the legislation unless they
engaged in behaviour that would be causing anxiety or
distress to a person accessing or leaving an abortion
clinic.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
That was not really a clear answer to my question. It is
not inadvertent; it is just that they may be in breach of
this legislation. In order for the public to know that
there is a prohibition on the expression of their opinion
or perhaps of a religious observance that may touch on
the subject captured by this bill, how does the minister
intend to inform the members of the public who may be
impacted and would she consider the erection of signs
to designate the banned areas?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — No.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Deputy President, through you, and I know that you
may find this tedious, given the minister’s inability to
answer the earlier questions, is she able to tell me how
many safe access zones created by this bill would exist
in the federal seats of Deakin, La Trobe and
Corangamite?
Mr Barber — I thought you guys were targeting
Chisholm.
Mrs PEULICH — And Chisholm.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I have talked about seats. We have
covered this ground before.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
have been listening intently for 1 hour and 40 minutes,
and at every stage the minister has talked about the bill
providing a safe access zone and has said it is
dependent on a complaint being made. I am curious to
know the processes the minister is intending for the
legislation and whether it is the complaint of the person
receiving the procedure or if it is the complaint of the
clinic or a representative of the clinic. I am trying to get
some clarity as to who the complainant is in respect of
the legislation.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The complainant could be the clinic itself
or a staff member in the clinic as well as a patient of the
clinic who has experienced harassing behaviour. It
could be a member of the public who has been affected
by that. I would anticipate that the police will apply this
law with common sense. Police will sensibly give
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members of the public an opportunity to, for example,
rectify their behaviour. If they have a sign, they could
be asked to remove the sign. I expect they will be
cautioning people first in relation to how they go about
their responsibilities under this legislation, as they
would with many other similar pieces of legislation.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — In
respect of the complainant, the minister indicated that it
could potentially be a patient. I am somewhat perplexed
because the evidence that we have heard in the debate
has been about the distress caused. We are now
expecting the women who are distressed to make a
police statement. Is my understanding of what the
legislation is intended to do correct?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — These will be matters for the police to
consider as to what type of evidence they would regard
as appropriate in terms of pursuing the matters further
under the terms of the bill. But it is possible that a
member of the public or a patient could make a
complaint to the clinic and the clinic could then take
that matter up with Victoria Police. I imagine that a
typical course of action would be the staff and the clinic
taking some action on behalf of and in the interests of
their patients, but the bill does not preclude a patient
making a complaint.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — In
respect of the complaint and the complainant, as the
minister has indicated it may be itself, the clinic. Is the
minister anticipating that the clinic would utilise its
security for the purposes of collation of the information
to pursue the matter, which would ultimately be sent on
to the police? Would it be part of the intention that you
would see the clinics themselves utilising security to
perhaps gain evidence which they could then pass on to
the police, given that the minister said it might be the
clinic itself? If that is the case, then I am trying to work
out what the definition needs to be — and I will refer to
my SARC notes. The distress or anxiety, to me, is
subjective on the part of the complainant, so what I am
trying to work out is whether the distress and anxiety
that need to be demonstrated to trigger the provisions of
the bill need to be distress or anxiety proven by a
complainant who receives it rather than by the clinic
itself. In other words, do you need a person to say, ‘I
was distressed’, or, ‘I was anxious’?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Mr Dalla-Riva for his question.
Essentially what the member is getting at is whether
there is an objective or subjective test in the legislation.
I can advise the member that the ‘reasonably likely to
cause harassment’ legal test will be applied objectively.
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It does not require someone to be distressed or anxious.
Police will be able to apply this test. It will not be
necessary for women to make a statement in relation to
the matter that the member canvassed earlier. Police
will be able to view the behaviour themselves and
decide objectively if it is reasonably likely to cause
distress or anxiety in terms of pursuing the provisions
further. They could witness conduct and determine if it
is likely to trigger the test in the bill without the need to
have recourse to security guards or other individuals.
But of course there is nothing to preclude them from
having discussions with staff or others working in the
clinic if they think that is useful to them.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — In
respect of the evidence that is gained in regard to the
potential offences to satisfy the purposes of the bill, I
put to the minister that it could be a situation where the
buffer zone, so to speak, is not really relevant save and
except for the fact that, if it is within close proximity of
the clinic, you could still commit the offence even if it
was 5 metres, 15 metres, 50 metres or 100 metres.
Whilst we always talk about the 150 metres as being
the furthest extension, the reality is that the intention
would be to apply it perhaps in closer proximity to the
clinic than is intended for the furthest extension. Would
that be a fair assessment?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I am trying to understand the question, but
I can advise the member that the provisions of the bill
apply to the full extent of the 150-metre zone around a
particular clinic. It will be for police to determine
objectively whether that reasonably likely test has been
met in the particular circumstances.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I am
trying to get some clarity because obviously everyone
references the East Melbourne clinic as an example and
most of the people there are closer than 150 metres. I
am trying to get a feel for the fact that whilst the
legislation is intended to apply for 150 metres — that
is, for those cases where, as was stated in the debate,
people may be chased to a certain point or as they
arrive — you would see most of these potential
offences occurring within closer proximity to the clinic
than perhaps the furthest extension, being the
150 metres.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The view has been taken that a safe access
zone of less than 150 metres will not adequately protect
patients and staff accessing or leaving premises which
provide abortions. Health services have reported that
anti-abortion protesters identify women who are likely
to be approaching a health service to have an abortion

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES) BILL 2015
Tuesday, 24 November 2015

COUNCIL

from a significant distance. We know that women have
been followed after getting off trams or parking their
cars. There have been many circumstances in which
women have been harassed some considerable distance
away from these clinics.
Health services have advised that once possible patients
have been identified — and they might be readily
identifiable on the basis of their body language, the fact
that they might look lost or like they are trying to take
stock of their surroundings — anti-abortion protesters
have subsequently walked up to and intercepted these
women in car parks abutting abortion clinics or when
patients have been parking and walking to clinics from
neighbouring streets. Protesters will walk some distance
to meet these patients and attempt to dissuade them
from having an abortion. Health services have stated
that for these reasons a safe access zone of less than
150 metres would mean these patients would continue
to be subjected to harassment, intimidation and in some
cases verbal abuse.
There were consultations that informed the
development of the bill, as I advised earlier. Health
services advised that the perimeter of the safe access
zone should be as broad as possible to protect patients
and staff from proximate anti-abortion protest activity.
In fact the advice I have is that some health providers
advocated for a safe access zone of 1 kilometre. The
150 metres included in this bill is regarded as an
appropriate and proportionate-sized perimeter that
protects patients and staff entering and leaving premises
that provide abortions and the rights of individuals to
express their views and beliefs outside the safe access
zone.
I understand that Mr Dalla-Riva has canvassed
alternatives, including in his foreshadowed amendment,
but I make the point that we need to be thinking about
the Victorian and Australian contexts in terms of what
is appropriate in the particular circumstances. We think
that 150 metres is an appropriate access zone. It is also
the distance that has been introduced in the Tasmanian
legislation, which is the only legislation that specifies a
safe access zone.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I am
glad 1 kilometre was not brought in; otherwise it could
have captured planes. I ask: in respect of the
consideration of the development of the bill, as the
minister said, the government took advice, and the
purpose of the bill is obviously to provide for safe
access zones, yet there is evidence, which I introduced
in my second-reading debate contribution, for example,
Colorado and Massachusetts, of what is called there a
floating no-approach zone. Contained within floating
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zone is a no-go zone, so to speak. Essentially in relation
to somebody who is considered to be distressed or
getting anxious, the buffer itself moves with the person,
and within that person’s private area there is a no-go
zone. That seems to have been upheld, as I said, in
Colorado and Massachusetts case law in 2000 and
2002; I am referencing the Human Rights Law Centre.
I am just wondering if, in the development of the bill,
was it something that was considered as part of perhaps
a better way of dealing with this sort of notional
150-metre zone? Did the government consider in that
process other mechanisms of buffer zones, floating
zones or no-go zones when considering the bill?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — In developing this bill the government
carefully considered which policy options and legal
mechanisms would be most effective in achieving its
aim of protecting patients and staff accessing abortion
clinics. We considered and ruled out site-specific access
zones for a number of very compelling reasons.
Varying the physical perimeter around such premises
on a case-by-case basis would make enforcement of the
laws complex and impractical. Police would need to
establish the particular size of each perimeter for each
individual premises. Victoria has a large number of
public and private hospitals and primary care clinics
that perform abortions; the large number of premises
performing these services would compound
enforcement complexity. To give effect to site-specific
perimeters, premises performing abortions would need
to be named in a subordinate instrument such as a
regulation or a ministerial declaration, and that
obviously would be problematic from the point of view
of those health services, as doing so would no doubt
attract unwanted attention to the types of services they
are providing and perhaps make them a future target for
particular types of activities.
During the consultations health services provided the
government with a clear message that they would have
significant concerns about being identified through
regulations or a similar instrument, and this is why the
approach that was developed in the bill was taken. I
also make the point to Mr Dalla-Riva that whilst I
understand that some overseas countries have
introduced safe access zones of less than 150 metres, in
considering the size of the safe access zone in a
Victorian context, it is most instructive and relevant to
examine policy precedents in other Australian
jurisdictions. I referred earlier to the Tasmanian
example; Tasmania also has a 150-metre safe access
zone.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister for a substantial answer to the
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question. The minister moved into the area of obviously
looking at other areas where zones are in place, and she
referenced the Tasmanian example. I think she has
indicated in her discussion that the government
considered the ACT — she spoke about regulations,
and it was probably going to be too difficult; maybe
could she just clarify that? However, I really wanted to
get to the point about the implied freedom of political
communication and what the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee referred to about that. That is
Lange, a case which is referred to in my second-reading
debate contribution. It is also referred to in the SARC
report.
In the government’s policy development in relation to
the 150-metre zone, a larger area than had been tested
and established in overseas examples, was any
consideration given to the possibility that it may have
been stretching the friendship given the tests that
applied in the Lange case? Would it not have been
better to perhaps consider a smaller buffer zone or a
floating buffer zone or some of the other examples that
the government could have then relied upon if this
matter is pursued further?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I advise the member that in different
jurisdictions overseas, whilst there have been some
buffer zones of different proximity and different size
upheld, there have also been different buffer zones
struck down by the courts, including in the US. It needs
to be noted that the United States has different
constitutional arrangements to us. Whilst in the US free
speech is a constitutional right, the right to privacy is
not. In Victoria we are required under the Victorian
charter to engaged in a balancing exercise between
freedom of expression and privacy.
I also advise the member that consideration was given
to these issues, and 150 metres was considered
reasonably proportioned in the particular
circumstances. Obviously the bill has been carefully
drafted and its provisions appropriately targeted to
minimise any risk of being inconsistent with the
constitution.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — In
respect of the limbs that are necessary to prove the
Lange test, SARC notes that the prohibition in the bill:
… may effectively burden freedom of communication about
government or political matters …

This is the first limb of the Lange test and will
obviously be for the High Court to determine. I am
somewhat perplexed about the second limb:
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The committee also notes that even if a law is found to pursue
a ‘legitimate’ objective, it is also important to consider
whether it is ‘suitable, necessary and proportionate’ …

They are the three tests within the second limb of the
Lange test. I just wonder if that was a consideration
about proportionality, given what we know of other
examples.
The other point is that, as I indicated, a recent High
Court decision in McCloy v. New South Wales [2015]
HCA 34, in a sense legitimises and reinforces the
Lange case. Has the government taken advice as to the
impact of the Lange High Court decision and the
McCloy High Court decision in consideration of this
bill?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank the member for his question. I can
advise the member that the bill has been carefully
drafted and its provisions appropriately targeted to
minimise any risk of being inconsistent with the
constitution. The scope of the bill is limited. The safe
access zones relate to premises in which abortions are
provided rather than, for example, general reproductive
health services, as was advocated by some stakeholders.
We have a clear definition of prohibited behaviour in
the legislation on communicating in relation to
abortion. It has been carefully crafted in a targeted way.
This defence only includes communication in relation
to abortion within the safe access zone that would be
reasonably likely to cause distress or anxiety.
Communication in relation to abortion by staff and
contractors who provide services at the premises is not
prohibited. We are confident that the bill does not
breach the implied limitation.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — In
respect of the 150-metre safe zone, as we know, a
private members bill was introduced by Ms Patten that
nominated 150 metres. The government has taken that
away and come back with an identical zone area. Is the
government repeating Ms Patten’s private members bill
to satisfy the member’s desire to have the bill put
through, or is it that 150 metres is exactly what the
government genuinely wants and intends to put
forward? Ms Patten nominated the 150-metre zone in
her private members bill. It was taken away by the
government, and we now have a bill that still essentially
nominates 150 metres. It is almost as if the private
members bill was replicated to satisfy the private
member, which is fine, but it appears to me that the
150 metres has been specifically picked out. Again I am
trying to clarify the government’s processes. Given the
High Court decision about proportionality, given the
evidence from other equivalent court cases that have
occurred overseas and given the fact that the 150-metre
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zone nominated in the Tasmanian legislation is to be
challenged in the High Court, I get the feeling that there
was no thought process in properly identifying
150 metres.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I can assure Mr Dalla-Riva that a great
deal of thought was given to the appropriateness of the
150-metre zone. It is hard to speculate on another
member’s motivations, but I am sure Ms Patten would
have been influenced by the buffer zone that was
included in the Tasmanian legislation, which is
150 metres. We consulted with stakeholders around
these issues, and there was a firm view from
stakeholders that 150 metres was an appropriate size for
the safe access zone to protect women accessing
services.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) —
There was obviously consultation. Ms Patten’s very
good contribution outlined a significant number of
groups that were consulted. However, I did not hear
about what I would call alternative groups being
consulted in that debate, although Ms Patten may well
have consulted alternative groups. I am just curious.
Consultation seemed to be very much weighted towards
a particular group. Did the government seek guidance
from some of the other groups or organisations, for
example, the Helpers of God’s Precious Infants?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I can advise the member that there was a
meeting with the Right to Life Australia organisation.
The Helpers of God’s Precious Infants was provided
with a consultation paper with contact details of a
Department of Health and Human Services officer, and
it subsequently provided a written submission to
government in relation to this.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — Will this bill
apply to facilities when they are not open?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I refer the member to the test in the
definition of prohibited behaviour that relates to
communication ‘that is able to be seen or heard by a
person accessing, attempting to access, or leaving
premises at which abortions are provided and is
reasonably likely to cause distress or anxiety’. It would
be hard to imagine how people would be accessing
such premises when the facility is in fact closed.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I was just
confirming that in preparation for the March for the
Babies next year. I thank the minister for that.
Mrs Peulich interjected.
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Mr FINN — Do not worry, we know where we will
be going.
The targeted consultation process is a fascinating
concept, to say the very least. Which publications did
the minister advertise the process in, or did the minister
just pick out organisations that she thought may have an
opinion and not actually let the general public know
that she was seeking consultation?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I indicated to the house much earlier that
the government undertook a targeted consultation
process with stakeholders. This included health
services, women’s and community groups, primary
care representative organisations, unions, human rights
and civil liberties groups, legal representative groups,
local government and also right to life groups. The
Minister for Health, the member might recall, made it
very clear at the time that Ms Patten introduced her bill
to the house that the government would be legislating in
relation to these particular issues, and therefore
members of the public would have been well aware that
this was on the government’s agenda and that it was
intending to legislate in this area. In fact I think that
probably did lead to a number of us receiving emails in
relation to this issue, so the Victorian community
certainly would have been well aware that the
government was intending to legislate in respect of
these issues.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — Given the
very public view of the government that it was going to
legislate on this issue, as the minister pointed out, and
given the very public view that the government was
going to legislate in the way that it has, would it be fair
to say that the consultation process, targeted or not, was
a sham process that was just gone through so the
government could say that it had a process — that the
government had made up its mind what it was going to
do before the process actually began?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I reject that assertion. The government
consulted with relevant stakeholders. In addition to that
the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee, which
is a bipartisan committee, also had the opportunity to
receive submissions from interested groups and
members of the public.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — How long did
this consultation process go on for?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I am advised that the consultation process
was underway for approximately four weeks.
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Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I am just
going through the time process. My recollection is that
Ms Patten’s bill came to this house in early September.
When did the process begin after Ms Patten’s bill was
withdrawn? How long after that bill was withdrawn did
the consultation process begin?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I am advised that the consultation process
commenced immediately after the government
indicated it was intending to legislate in respect of these
issues.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — That very day,
I am assuming. That is very good for a government that
is not renowned for its quickness. I have to wonder,
given that the process began at the beginning of
September and went for four weeks — that brings us
into October — and there would have to have been a
time period to consider all the submissions and the
views of the stakeholders who contributed to it. The
bill, as I recollect, was in the Parliament by the end of
October. One would have to think — —
Mrs Peulich — They worked overtime.
Mr FINN — Yes, they either worked overtime —
very unusual indeed, Mrs Peulich — or, as I said, this
was a sham process and they had already decided what
they were going to do well before they went through
this alleged four-week process.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I categorically reject Mr Finn’s assertions
and the way he has sought to characterise our
consultation process. The government had a
consultation paper that was developed and then made
available as part of these targeted consultations. In
addition to that, the department had a number of
meetings with interested stakeholders. There was quite
an intensive process because we are a government that
does not waste time in terms of making sure that we
deliver on our commitments.
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — I presume we
are still on clause 5.
An honourable member — Clause 1.
Mr RAMSAY — I thought Mr Dalla-Riva was
raising questions around the 150-metre buffer, which
comes into clause 5.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Elasmar) —
Order! Does Mr Ramsay have any questions on
clause 1?
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Mr RAMSAY — No, I will wait until clause 5.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — I just want to get back to some of the
earlier questions around hospitals. I will not ask the
minister for the exact measurements above a hospital; I
am just wondering about the work inside a hospital.
Will this legislation restrict the work of chaplains,
pastors and priests working within hospitals, both
public and private? I will just give the minister a bit of a
scenario. For example, a priest seeing a woman in
distress in a hospital extends an invitation to help.
Would he be liable under this legislation if it turns out
that this woman was actually there for an abortion?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Dr Carling-Jenkins for her
question. This legislation is not designed to preclude a
woman from seeking counselling or support from a
chaplain in a hospital environment. The provisions
would only be triggered if the chaplain was
communicating either with that patient or other patients
in such a way as would be reasonably likely to cause
distress or anxiety in the context of abortion services
being provided.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — A diverse group of women seek
abortions, and whilst some may feel intimidated, others
plainly welcome the distribution of materials and the
presence of advocates outside clinics. How did the
government come to dismiss these women in favour of
the select group it seeks to insulate from this
information?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I think we have canvassed these issues
quite extensively in the course of the debate in the
committee stage. I have indicated to the house that there
are competing rights, including under the Victorian
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities. We take
the view that people have the right to access legal
medical procedures in this state. Our charter recognises
that rights may need to be limited to protect others and
that special duties and responsibilities are attached to
the right to freedom of expression. Behaviour that seeks
to dissuade, frighten or intimidate patients or staff of
legal health services is not acceptable, respectful or
consistent with the intention of the charter. It was
several hours ago, but I thought Ms Fitzherbert’s
contribution was a very useful one in that she shared
with the house witness statements people have given in
the past, including to the Supreme Court most recently
with the legal action that was underway, that indicated
the extent of harassment that people have experienced
when entering abortion clinics. We have formed the

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES) BILL 2015
Tuesday, 24 November 2015

COUNCIL

view that we have struck an appropriate balance of the
competing rights in the form of this bill.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — It
is 2.20 in the morning, and the reason we are here at
2.20 in the morning is that the minister has not been
able to answer the questions, but — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mrs PEULICH — There is a lack of clarity and a
lack of consistency. On the one hand the minister says
there is an appropriate balancing of rights between
those who seek these services that are the subject of this
legislation and those many thousands who are going to
be impacted on by the mere fact that they live in buffers
created by the 150-metre so-called safe access zone. Is
the minister able to tell me how many abortions there
are per year, and is she able to tell me the number of
people who will be impacted on by having their rights
curtailed because they live in a 150-metre zone? So
how many abortions are there per year, and how many
people actually live in a 150-metre buffer zone?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The first question Mrs Peulich posed is
not relevant to the bill we have before us. This bill is
about safe access zones. Members of her own party
made the point in their contributions that this bill is not
about the abortion issue per se. That debate was had
many years ago now. In relation to the number of
people living within safe access zones, I do not have
that particular information.
As I indicated to Mrs Peulich much earlier, and as I
have done probably numerous times now, I think she
would find that the vast majority of her constituents
would be supportive of this legislation. A 2013
Newspoll survey indicated that 80 per cent of
Victorians are supportive of this type of legislation. We
know the vast majority of Victorians also support a
woman’s right to choose, and I think the vast majority
of Victorians would never canvass the possibility of
going out and protesting or impeding a woman’s right
to access a legally available medical procedure in this
state.
The member wishes to conflate these issues and suggest
that somehow many Victorians will be impacted on by
this, but the Victorians who will be affected by this will
be those women who seek to access medical procedures
that have been legal in this state for a number of years
now, and they will be able to do so unimpeded.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
think the minister has drawn inferences which were
certainly not intended. My questions go to the
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minister’s previous comment — that is, that the
government had carefully considered the competing
rights in order to strike what the minister claimed was a
balance. I simply wanted to find out the total number of
abortions. I certainly do not defend anyone who
harasses women attempting to access this service, any
other form of harassment or any harassment of people
who are trying to get to their place of work by
protesting unionists at the same time.
Ms Shing — Say it! Say it! There we go! Bring in
the unions.
Mrs PEULICH — Is that a sacrosanct activity?
Ms Shing — You’re moving from what you’re
asking.
Mrs PEULICH — For me it is about freedoms and
liberties. That is my angle. The minister has talked
about carefully balancing those rights when quite
clearly article 30 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights says, and I quote:
Nothing in this declaration may be interpreted as implying for
any state, group or person any right to engage in any activity
or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the
rights and freedoms set forth herein.

I do not believe the minister has got the balance right. I
do not believe the minister has any idea of how many
people are impacted by this in terms of their own
freedom of religion, freedom of expression and
freedom of political communication. As I said before, I
would be more than happy to accept a 15-metre
exclusion zone. This is not about abortion; this is
attempting to go to the minister’s claim that she has
carefully considered and balanced the competing rights.
I do not believe that she has done so. I believe she has
failed dismally, and she has demonstrated that failure
by not being able to answer questions that go to the
heart of this legislation. My suggestion to the minister
is that she carefully consider this. We can certainly
resume the committee stage on Thursday if she
wishes — we certainly have lots of other questions —
or she can take the bill back and do some more work on
it or accept the amendment that Mr Dalla-Riva has
moved, which provides for a 15-metre exclusion zone.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I have canvassed these issues with
Mrs Peulich multiple times. In fact the points that she
has just made she made probably 2 hours ago. She has
made the same points over and over, and she is treating
this committee stage with complete disrespect. There
have been numerous questions and points made by way
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of editorial comment by Mrs Peulich on the same
points on multiple occasions.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I just
wanted to get some clarity in relation to the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006. The
minister has mentioned that a couple of times now and I
just want to get some clarity from the government. Is
the minister saying that the charter applies to this bill or
that it does not?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The Victorian Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities, as Mr Dalla-Riva is well aware, is
a Victorian act that impacts all legislation. This is why
the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee has
the scope to consider the application of the charter
vis-a-vis this particular bill, as it does as part of its usual
course of work. The bill, however, is consistent with the
charter. I have indicated to the house now on numerous
occasions that the charter recognises that rights may
need to be limited to protect others and that special
duties and responsibilities are attached to the right to
freedom of expression, and I have explained how there
are competing rights that exist under the charter. We
believe that we have struck an appropriate balance in
this particular case.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — That
is why I asked the question, because the SARC report,
at page 11 of Alert Digest No. 14, under the heading
‘Charter report’, talks about:
Charter does not affect laws applicable to abortion — safe
access to premises at which abortions are provided —
whether the charter’s provisions on interpretation,
declarations and obligations of public authorities apply
Summary: the effect of the savings provision for laws
applicable to abortion in charter s. 48 may be that the charter
may not affect some or all of new part 9A’s regulation of
behaviour within 150m at which abortions are provided. The
committee will write to the minister seeking further
information.
Charter s. 48, a ‘savings provision’, provides:
Nothing in this charter affects any law applicable to
abortion or child destruction, whether before or after the
commencement of part 2.
…
… The committee observes that the meaning of ‘affect’ in
charter s. 48 has not been the subject of judicial interpretation.

I put it to the minister that in fact the Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities does not apply to the bill
we currently have before the chamber. What does the
minister say to that?
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Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I refer the member to the Minister for
Health’s response to the chair of the Scrutiny of Acts
and Regulations Committee in a letter dated
19 November 2015 that was published in Alert Digest
No. 15 of 2015. I particularly refer the member to
paragraphs 2 and 3 of that letter in which the minister
goes into some detail in respect of section 48 of the
charter. In particular the minister notes:
Section 48 of the charter applies to a ‘law applicable to
abortion or child destruction’. The bill includes provisions
that protect against a person impeding a woman’s access to
premises to obtain an abortion, but does not amend the
circumstances in which abortion services can be lawfully
provided. The bill also contains broader protections for the
privacy and wellbeing of staff and other persons accessing
premises at which abortions are provided. There may be
circumstances in which the exemption in section 48 is able to
be invoked, but it is not possible to predict all of those
circumstances in advance. However, I consider that at least
some of the provisions of the bill go beyond the meaning of
laws ‘applicable to abortion or child destruction’ and as such
are likely not to be exempt from the requirements of
section 28 of the charter.

I think that the minister has indicated in that letter in
some detail a response to SARC in relation to these
issues and gives further elaboration about how the
statement of compatibility has considered the
competing rights in the Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister because that was a request of SARC,
and the minister did reply. I am glad the minister has
read the letter in response to that, and I thank her.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — I have one question left under
clause 1. I wish to go back to the discussion earlier
regarding political communication. We had some
discussion around how-to-vote cards, letterboxing
et cetera, but I want to talk more about the people
handing out material, and specifically I would like to
ask about myself. As an MP I am the embodiment of
political communication. I am well known to be a
pro-life advocate. I am the face of my party, which is a
well-known pro-life party. Will my very presence at a
cafe, for example, within a 150-metre zone — if an
employee of a clinic reports my presence as causing
them distress while they are on their lunch break —
mean that I can be arrested under this legislation?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I cannot imagine how that behaviour
would trigger the provisions of this bill. The definition
of ‘prohibited behaviour’, particularly the paragraph
that relates to communication, relates to:
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… communicating by any means in relation to abortions in a
manner that is able to be seen or heard by a person accessing,
attempting to access, or leaving premises at which abortions
are provided …

I cannot see how the member sitting in a cafe some
distance away from an abortion clinic would be
somehow visible or able to be heard by people entering
or leaving an abortion clinic and that by her very
presence she would be causing them distress or anxiety.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I am very
concerned about the minister’s lack of a definitive
answer to many of these questions. I do not think it is
good enough to say, ‘I couldn’t possibly imagine a, b
and c’. We really need to know this is going to happen
or this is not going to happen. We are not really all that
interested in the minister’s imagination, as good as it
may be.
We already have a situation in Tasmania where a
Catholic archbishop is being dragged before a tribunal
for doing what Catholic archbishops do — that is,
teaching the teachings of his church. I would imagine
when that bill went through the Tasmanian Parliament
the minister at the time said, ‘I could not imagine that
would ever happen’. The fact of the matter is it has
happened. It is not a question of what we can imagine
or not imagine; we really need to know in a definitive
manner what is possible and what is not possible under
this law. It worries me enormously that it is just too
wide open. It is too open to interpretation by just about
everybody.
This bill is a dog’s breakfast, and the way we are going
the dog will be around to eat it. It is an absolute
shocker, and unless the minister can give us some
definitive answers I ask her to take this bill away, do
her homework, give it proper consultation — not the
targeted consultation that she refers to — and come
back with a bill that she actually understands and the
government understands. We can then say to the people
of Victoria, ‘This is how this bill works. This is how
this bill will impact you’, and we can talk about it in a
definitive manner instead of on the basis of the
minister’s imagination or even Ms Shing’s imagination.
Ms Shing — It is the courts and the police. It is the
separation of powers.
Mr FINN — That is what I am saying. As Ms Shing
points out, it is the courts and the police, but we in this
place are the ones who make the law. If we do not
know here and now what the law says and what the law
does, how are the police supposed to know? How are
the courts supposed to know? We need to make this
law definitive. We need to tell the police and the courts
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exactly what we mean, and this minister is not doing
that. That is the problem: this minister is not doing that.
I ask the minister to come out and give us some
definitive answers on some of these issues that have
been raised by Dr Carling-Jenkins, Mrs Peulich and
Mr Dalla-Riva. I ask the minister to give some of these
definitive answers or to withdraw the bill and start
again.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Mr Finn is making that assertion because
it is in his political interest to make that assertion. I
strongly disagree with him. We have canvassed a range
of hypothetical examples. In fact I have volunteered a
number of examples to assist the house in
understanding how the bill will operate in practice, but
in terms of any hypothetical Mr Finn might give there
may be any range of permutations in terms of how the
scenario could play out.
If Dr Carling-Jenkins were to be sitting in a cafe with
the windows wide open and she had a megaphone and
was directing her comments to women walking past
and entering an abortion clinic, then my answer may
well be different. When Mr Finn is asking me to give
him a definitive response in relation to every
hypothetical, obviously it will depend on the particular
circumstances at that time. The police and the courts are
the appropriate bodies empowered under this legislation
to interpret how it will operate in practice.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Before I
take the next question, can I remind members that
committee of the whole is an opportunity to ask
questions, not reprosecute second-reading speeches.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — It is a while
ago now, but I do not believe I actually mentioned that
in my second-reading speech; however, I stand
corrected if that is the case.
I ask the minister to give us a definitive answer on this
one, then: would it be legal or illegal under this bill to
offer somebody assistance outside a clinic where
abortions are committed?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The member is not clear as to what
assistance he is referring to.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — If, for
example, I was standing outside one of these places and
I said to a woman, ‘I can help you; you don’t have to do
this’, would that be illegal?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I again refer Mr Finn to the definition of
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‘prohibited behaviour’. I think the bill is very clear in
its scope. A communication by any means in a manner
that is able to be seen or heard — and a verbal
communication will clearly fall into that category — to
a person seeking to access an abortion clinic will be
caught by this provision if it is reasonably likely to
cause distress or anxiety. As I have explained to the
house before, this is an objective test that will be
assessed by Victoria Police upon receiving a complaint.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — If, for
example, somebody was to approach a woman, in the
manner that I have described, outside one of these
places and say, ‘I can help you’, and that woman took
offence at that, what would be the process from that
point on?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Again we are covering ground that we
have already canvassed in response to Mr Dalla-Riva’s
many questions around how police would enforce these
particular provisions. I gave quite detailed explanations,
and I refer the member to the Hansard in relation to
those matters. But as I have indicated, just very briefly,
it is possible for a member of the public to lodge a
complaint with Victoria Police, as it is possible for a
staff member in the clinic to lodge a complaint. I would
imagine in most instances it would be the clinic that
would be lodging a complaint on behalf of a patient or
patients — multiple patients — who had been harassed
by someone on entering the particular facility. But
again I make the point that the police will be applying
this particular test. It is an objective test to assess
whether in the particular circumstances the individual
involved has reasonably caused distress or anxiety to
the patient.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I just want to
make this very clear in my own mind. So even
somebody just walking past and witnessing an
exchange as brief as the one that I have described could
report that to the police and make an official complaint;
is that correct?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — It is open to a member of the public or a
patient or a staff member at a clinic to lodge a
complaint. It is then for the police to have regard to the
particular provisions of this bill in assessing objectively
whether the definition of and provisions relating to
‘prohibited behaviour’ have been triggered. At the
moment there is nothing to stop a member of the public
putting a complaint in to Victoria Police about a whole
range of things under various laws. It is then for the
police to determine whether or not it is within or
outside of the scope of that relevant offence.
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Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — Is there
anything in this legislation to deal with vexatious
complaints — somebody who may, for whatever
reason, decide that they wish to make a complaint about
a certain individual? Of course it would cause that
individual a great deal of discomfort and trouble. Is
there anything that deals with such a complaint or series
of complaints?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I am not aware that there is anything
specifically in this bill relating to vexatious complaints,
but of course police will exercise judgement and
common sense in applying this law, as they do with
every other law in our state.
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — I have a
question in relation to ‘safe access zone’ and the
definition in relation to the 150 metres. I initially was
going to flag this in clause 5, but given that it has
already created some discussion I thought I would pose
my question to the minister now. That is in relation to
the determination of the 150 metres. In the bill briefing
that I had when Ms Patten was to bring in her private
members bill I asked the question: on what basis was
the 150 metres set, or so described? The response I got
back from the department was, ‘It is basically to mimic
the Tasmanian legislation’.
I have, however, done some further research and found
in fact why Tasmania seems to be the only state in
Australia at the moment to have legislation similar to
this bill that has come before us. In fact the ACT and
Canada have safe access zones of 50 metres, and quite a
lot of literature I have read indicates that 50 metres
would be a preferred safe access zone so as not to get
complicated with a larger zone, which would require
and most probably would result in litigation, whether it
is in the High Court or somewhere else. Fifty metres
would also give police and others who have to respond
to any breaches of that zone a greater capacity to either
fine or police.
So my question is: what research, other than the fact
that it mimics Tasmanian legislation, has been done in
relation to exploring other jurisdictions in relation to a
metreage that is being used — like I said, in examples
in Canada and the ACT — that would be appropriate
for this legislation?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I am not wanting to single Mr Ramsay out
in particular, but the difficulty in members coming and
going during the course of the committee stage is —
and I am making the point more broadly — that we are
covering the same issues over and over again. I have in
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fact discussed at some length earlier in the course of the
committee stage the 150 metres and how that was
arrived upon in relation to this particular bill. But I
make the point that the ACT, which he referred to, has
not prescribed a particular access zone in all
circumstances. My understanding is that it is
designating individual zones for different locations.
I did in fact canvass these issues, I think, in response to
Mr Dalla-Riva’s questions earlier, and I did explain that
we did consider carefully which policy options and
legal mechanisms would be the most effective in
achieving the aim of protecting patients and staff
accessing abortion clinics and that we ruled out
site-specific access zones, which have been introduced
in other jurisdictions, for a range of reasons, but in
particular because varying the physical perimeter
around such premises on a case-by-case basis would
make enforcement of the laws complex and
impractical. Police would need to establish the
particular size of each perimeter for each individual
premises, and that would obviously create a
considerable workload for them. We have a range of
both public and private facilities in our state that
provide abortion services, and therefore this would
compound the enforcement complexity.
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150 metres has been regarded as providing the
appropriate safeguards to patients and staff accessing
these facilities.
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — I thank the
minister for her answer, and just for the record it is
46 metres from the outside corner of Parliament House
to the security fence on the outer perimeter, so those
protesters who stand very quietly each morning are
within a 50-metre range of the corner line of the
building to the security fence. In East Melbourne, and I
have stepped this out — I do not know if Mr Dalidakis
has — it is in fact within the 50-metre range of the
corner of, presumably, the title of the fertility clinic.
I understand — and I am not going to labour this
point — there has been an awful lot of research, and
other countries have seen fit to incorporate 50-metre
buffer zones or safe access zones. I thought the
reasoning I was given in the bill briefing prior to
Ms Patten bringing in her private members bill was
merely that Tasmania had done it and we thought it was
a good idea and we would do it too. I thought we
should test that, given quite a lot of literature now has
come forward in relation to what other jurisdictions are
using, but I take note of the minister’s response.

We have taken the view that a safe access zone of less
than 150 metres would not adequately protect patients
and staff accessing or leaving premises which provide
abortions. In the course of the debate I believe
Mr Dalidakis referred to the tram super-stop outside the
East Melbourne clinic. My understanding is that that
super-stop is outside Mr Ramsay’s proposed 50-metre
zone — that is the clear advice I have been given — but
it would be within the proposed 150 metres and
therefore women using the super-stop would have that
protection.

Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
will move on to a new question, but just to recap, the
effect on freedom of communication as a result of the
introduction of the safe access zone is substantial. The
zone covers large areas in many instances, as you can
see, when you actually calculate its hectares within a
single site. The provision applies even to
communications on private property. It applies to
communications about electoral matters insofar as they
concern the issue of abortion. The penalty for a breach
of the prohibition includes a term of imprisonment not
exceeding 12 months, yet people will not know what
the prohibited zones are. It seems to me that
communication on the issue of abortion — and abortion
is not the subject of the bill — is at the centre of the bill.
Can the minister advise whether it is legal to promote
abortion services by means of information flyers in
areas which would be deemed within a safe access
zone, including private property, and whether
anti-abortion services would be prohibited in the same
area?

In addition to that we know not just from this particular
clinic but also from others that women frequently park
some distance away from these facilities. Knowing the
East Melbourne location quite well, I know that parking
is certainly a challenge, and having to walk some
considerable distance means that patients are being
identified by those protesting outside the clinic, so the

Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The issue of promotional literature
relating to the availability of such services is outside the
scope of this particular bill and therefore not relevant.
However, I make the point that there is a provision in
the bill that provides some safeguards to staff in these
facilities so they have the ability to communicate with

We did consult with providers, and they expressed the
very strong view that they did not want an approach
taken that prescribed the services in particular legal
instruments, whether it was through regulations or a
ministerial declaration, because that would identify
those services to potential protesters as providing
abortion services. They took a very strong view that the
150 metres would be an appropriate size for the safe
access zones in Victoria.
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patients without infringing the particular provisions of
the bill. For example, if they were to be having a
discussion with a patient just outside the facility within
the safe access zone as a staff member, they would not
be infringing this particular bill. There is a definition in
clause 5 of the bill that relates to these matters.
In relation to anti-abortion material, the point that I
would make is that it will depend on the nature of the
material. We have canvassed these issues at some
length now. I have previously given some examples to
assist the house in relation to the type of material that
would be likely to be permitted within the act, and I
particularly referred to billboards and banners
advocating for a vote for a certain political party due to
its stance on abortion. That would likely be permitted,
as that billboard or banner would not be targeting
women accessing abortions and therefore not likely to
be perceived as distressing. By contrast I give the
example of a billboard or banner displaying an image of
a foetus that can be directly seen from an abortion
clinic. That would be an entirely different manner and
would be likely to be prohibited.
It will of course depend on the range and type of
material, the nature of the material that has been
distributed and how it has been distributed. If it were
being distributed to women walking past, trying to
access the entrance of the clinic — —
Mrs Peulich — What if people don’t know the
clinic is there in the shopping centre?
Ms MIKAKOS — We have canvassed the issues
around the shopping centres as well, Mrs Peulich, and
we have talked about how the perimeter of the premises
relates to that particular clinic rather than the whole
shopping centre. Obviously whether a safe access zone
would apply in the first place would depend on whether
RU486 is being prescribed in that particular clinic, but
assuming it did apply, then the provisions of this bill
would apply in the normal manner, as they would to a
hospital or any other facility providing abortion
services.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) —
Unlike some of my colleagues, I have been here for the
whole committee stage, so we will not need to go over
old ground. The minister knows my views on this bill
already, but in light of that I want to make sure that it is
workable. By way of example, there is a current review
into restricted dog breeds. I am not able to talk about
the committee’s state under the standing orders, but I
can tell you that some of the media that preceded that
suggested that the current legislation was unworkable
for enforcement officers. I want to make sure that what
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we are doing here is workable for our enforcement
officers, so I ask the minister: in relation to prohibited
behaviour, is the reciting of prayer outside or within the
150-metre zone appropriate behaviour?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank the member for his question, and I
recall canvassing these issues as well earlier. I had
advised the house that whether certain behaviours, such
as praying or holding a silent vigil within a safe access
zone, would constitute an offence would depend on the
circumstances. If an individual or group of people were
quietly praying or holding a prayer book or reading a
Bible to themselves, they would not be committing an
offence if that activity was not harassing or
intimidating, did not involve communication in relation
to abortions in a manner able to be seen or heard by a
person accessing or leaving the premises, was not
reasonably likely to cause distress or anxiety and did
not involve impeding a footpath, road or vehicle. It is
not intended to capture a person who is quietly praying
unless they are also engaging in other types of
behaviour that would fall within the scope of the
legislation, but ultimately it is for the police and the
courts to determine whether particular behaviour falls
within the definition of the prohibited behaviour
offence, considering the context and the nature of the
behaviour.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister. In terms of the context, it goes to my
original point about having to ensure that this
legislation is workable for the enforcement officers,
because we do not want to be in a situation where
people going about their lawful business, or thinking it
is their lawful business, such as praying, find
themselves at odds with Victoria Police, putting
everybody in a bit of a mess. What about if they were
singing hymns outside, within the safe access zone?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — As I said in answer to the previous
question, these matters will depend on the particular
behaviour and the context and the nature of the
behaviour in every case. It will depend on matters such
as the size of the group and whether they might be
regarded as, for example, impeding access to the clinic.
It will depend on whether the people praying are doing
so particularly loudly within the safe access zone and
therefore their presence may feel threatening to patients
and staff.
Usually individuals who have been engaging in this
behaviour also have materials they are distributing or
signage and placards they have visible. There are
usually a range of behaviours that have been exhibited
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which have constituted harassing behaviour, but
ultimately it would be an objective test for the police to
have regard to in determining whether in the full
circumstances that particular behaviour is likely to
cause distress or anxiety.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister for her answer, but herein lies the
problem — and I am not trying to be obstructionist
about this, I am just going to make sure it works. If the
majority of the chamber shares the view I outlined
earlier in the second-reading debate and this bill is
passed, we will all pat ourselves on the back and we
will all say, ‘That’s been fantastic’, but it might not be
workable out there. That is what I am trying to get to.
What happens — and I am going to use another
example — if Victoria Police attend? Are they going to
face the same issues that enforcement officers have
faced with the restricted breed legislation — that it is
just not workable because it is too opaque? We know
that protesters, or people undertaking a legitimate
process, will find creative ways to deal with this
legislation if we are not absolute about it, so what
happens if a group of mothers are outside, within the
safe access zone, and they are breastfeeding as people
are approaching these clinics? Is that harassment? Is
that intimidation? What do we do about that?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Firstly, I reassure Mr Ondarchie that
Victoria Police were consulted about this bill and are
supportive of it. Ms Wooldridge in her contribution
referred to discussions that she had had with local
police in relation to the East Melbourne clinic and the
support for these particular provisions. The Supreme
Court action that was undertaken just a few months ago
clearly indicated that Victoria Police do not currently
have the appropriate enforcement powers to respond to
the problematic behaviour that has been exhibited
outside the East Melbourne clinic for many years now.
This bill seeks to rectify that, so I would suggest that
given Victoria Police’s support for this bill, it regards
the legislation as absolutely workable.
The police would, I am sure, be cautioning members of
the public outside these clinics as the first course of
action, which is what they would normally do in these
types of matters. I imagine that they may be suggesting
to groups that they relocate to an area outside the
150-metre safe access zone where they will be able to
continue with their activities in a lawful way. I do not
expect that the police will be wanting to go and
prosecute people. They would be taking a very
common-sense approach to these matters, and
obviously would only be taking prosecution action
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where they felt that people were wilfully ignoring their
instructions and their advice and continuing with
repetitive behaviour despite a cautioning process.
This legislation is absolutely workable. I believe the
legislation clearly sets out what the test is in relation to
the offence and the triggers by which the offence is
committed particularly in relation to communications
that are likely to cause distress or cause anxiety. It will
ultimately be for the police, and perhaps for the courts,
to determine whether an offence has been committed in
any particular circumstance.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
understand that sometimes it is technically difficult to
be able to be absolute about this, but I am just going to
pick up your example about the police perhaps issuing a
caution or encouraging people to relocate. What would
your expectation be if a group of people were making a
legitimate statement outside one of these clinics, such
as a group of mothers breastfeeding, and the coppers
turned up in a van? What would you expect the coppers
to do if these people did not move?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I cannot see how mothers breastfeeding of
its own would breach the particular provisions of this
bill. Mothers breastfeeding is not an offence under this
bill. If they are breastfeeding and they have placards
with images of foetuses on them, that might be a
different matter. But if we are just talking about the
behaviour of breastfeeding, clearly that is not a matter
that would fall within the scope of the bill.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I go
back to my original contribution to the second-reading
debate in which I said that I did not want these women
to be harassed or intimidated in any way at all but that
people seeking a legitimate way to make their views
known may find creative ways within the safe access
zone. What about a group of mothers holding a
playgroup with little children within the 150-metre safe
access zone, which was designed without being overt to
send a message about children and a child’s life within
the safe access zone?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — A group of very young children on a
footpath outside a fertility clinic within the 150-metre
zone is clearly not a prohibited act. It would need to be
considered in the full circumstances. As I have
explained, if they were engaging in other behaviour that
could be seen to be a communication that was able to
be seen or heard by a person accessing a clinic and was
reasonably likely to cause distress or anxiety, that is the
test that the Victoria Police would be applying. In my
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experience, they take a common-sense approach to
these matters and would have regard to the full
circumstances, but of its own just happening to be
outside with a very young child would clearly not fall
within scope of the particular offence.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) —
Given the minister’s earlier answer a couple of
questions ago when she said she thought common sense
would be applied by Victoria Police and that they
would encourage people to perhaps relocate to outside
the zone and that she hoped that would be an effective
strategy to deal with some of these issues, why then
were the move-on laws not applicable there?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank the member for his question. The
anti-abortion protest activity is a daily occurrence
outside some of Victoria’s health services. This protest
activity continued unabated when the previous
government legislated for its move-on powers and
move-on exclusion orders under the Summary Offences
Act 1966. The previous government’s move-on powers
would not have protected women and staff from
harassment as they try to enter or leave an abortion
clinic.
The powers, which have now been repealed, were
ineffective in addressing the broad range of
anti-abortion activity that targets patients and staff at
abortion clinics for the following reasons: firstly,
directions were only valid for a period of 24 hours or
less; and secondly, activities that were prohibited under
these powers, such as impeding a person from lawfully
entering or leaving a premises, would not capture the
broad range of anti-abortion protest activity that targets
patients and staff.
Anti-abortion activities include communicating with
women and attempting to dissuade them from entering
the clinic or having an abortion, handing out
anti-abortion protest material to women, holding
anti-abortion placards and engaging in acts with props,
such as wheeling prams with life-size foetus models.
These activities are highly intimidating and distressing.
However, they would not have been covered by the
previous government’s expanded move-on powers.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister. I refer to paragraph (a) of the
definition of ‘prohibitive behaviour’, where it says:
… besetting, harassing, intimidating, interfering with,
threatening, hindering, obstructing or impeding that person by
any means …
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Who makes the judgement that a protester falls foul of
one of those: Victoria Police or the person affected
themselves?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — It would be Victoria Police that would be
administering the enforcement of this particular
legislation.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) —
Given that some of this stuff is a bit opaque, if a
complainant attends Victoria Police in relation to these
sorts of behaviours, given that some of this stuff is not
quite clear tonight, is the minister expecting that
Victoria Police will be able to make a judgement on
that and deal with the complainant?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — We covered these issues several hours
ago, but absolutely it will be Victoria Police that will be
considering the application of this particular offence
through an objective test, and they will be making a
determination as to whether the test has in fact been
triggered.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — Is a
person who parks their car within the 150-metre safe
access zone that has a ‘Baby on board’ sticker that
indicates the life of a new baby contravening this
provision in terms of the prohibited behaviour that the
minister has outlined for us tonight?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — No.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Further to the stickers, the minister indicated earlier that
a large shopping centre at which the abortion drug
RU486 was available would be captured by this
legislation, and of course many shoppers may not even
be aware of that. Would a political anti-abortion
sticker — and this is not reflective of my particular
attitude — on a car parked in the car park of this
shopping centre, let alone, say, 10 stickers on
10 different cars, be captured by the legislation?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Again, as we have covered in relation to
other material being distributed, it will depend on what
the sticker says and it will depend on whether the
sticker is able to be seen by women accessing the clinic
and whether that is within the 150-metre safe access
zone.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
have a question just to follow through. For example, at
Southland shopping centre, Chadstone shopping centre,
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Doncaster shopping centre or Highpoint shopping
centre, would it be 150 metres from the perimeter,
being the outside of the car parking of the property?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I think we have covered this. This might
be the fourth time Mrs Peulich has asked me about
shopping centres, and I have — —
Mrs Peulich — I just want some clarity.
Ms MIKAKOS — Clearly Mrs Peulich needs a lot
of clarity. For the fourth time, clearly I have advised
that the safe access zone applies to the perimeter of the
abortion facility. If it is a GP clinic, it will be the
perimeter of that particular business, not the perimeter
of the entire shopping centre.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — So
it is not the perimeter of the entire shopping centre?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I have said that to Mrs Peulich multiple
times.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
will have to check Hansard, because I actually recall
the opposite. For a doctor’s clinic that issues RU486
within a shopping centre, it is 150 metres from the
perimeter of the GP clinic and not the shopping centre.
Is that correct?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Probably for the fifth time, yes.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — Is the minister
saying that the 150-metre zone is different for a hospital
than it is for a private clinic, because she told us before
that with the hospital it is from the perimeter of the
edge of the actual property, not the front door of the
hospital, so the minister is saying there is a difference
between if it is in a hospital or if it is in a shopping
centre? This needs to be clarified, because this could be
used in a legal case, and the minister needs to be very
clear about exactly where that 150-metre zone is in
each different type of facility.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I have made it very clear on multiple
occasions that it is the perimeter of the service that is
relevant in terms of the 150-metre safe access zone.
Clearly with the entire Southland shopping centre or
any other shopping centre that might have a GP clinic
within it that administers or prescribes RU486, the
entire shopping centre is not an abortion service.
Obviously it will depend on the type of facility as to
where the perimeter applies, but clearly it will be a
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different situation to the perimeter of a public hospital
as it will be to a GP clinic.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — With a private
hospital, is it the perimeter of the actual building, the
perimeter of the grounds, including car parks, any
parkland that is around it that belongs to that centre?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — It will be the perimeter of the service.
With hospitals, they have a more expansive perimeter,
because clearly the surrounds of the actual building
constitute part of the particular service, but if there is
any doubt, it will be for Victoria Police to determine the
scope of the perimeter in terms of advising any
potential protesters who might be there of the extent of
the 150-metre safe access zone.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — Several hours
into this debate and at quarter past 3 in the morning, the
minister has just introduced another doubt in our minds
about what is the perimeter by now saying it is up to
Victoria Police. The minister needs to be very clear. A
committee stage of a bill can be used in a court of law
to establish whether a person may be prosecuted under
this act. The minister needs to be very clear about each
type of service and what that perimeter or scope of that
150 metres is, where it comes from and from where it is
measured.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I responded to these issues at some length
several hours ago. I made the point that if there was any
doubt in relation to a person who was protesting, clearly
the police would be providing that clarity to the
protester in terms of the location of the safe access
zone. I have spoken at some length about the
150 metres being measured from the perimeter of the
land where the premises at which abortions are
provided is situated.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — In
respect of the purpose in clause 1, ‘to prohibit
publication and distribution of certain recordings’, can
the minister clarify what is meant by distribution?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — That part of the purpose clause relates to
the establishment of an offence of publishing or
distributing a recording of a person accessing,
attempting to access or leaving a premises at which
abortions are provided without that person’s consent or
without a reasonable excuse if the recording identifies
the person, and identifies them as a person accessing
premises at which abortions are provided.
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This offence will prevent anti-abortion groups from
seeking to shame, stigmatise, humiliate or cause
distress to women by publishing images of them
accessing abortion clinics online. This offence will not
capture media, where there will generally be a
reasonable excuse for publishing recordings. I point out
that there have been instances of women being filmed
entering these clinics and those images being published
on social media sites. That is the purpose of the
inclusion of provisions in the bill relating to those
matters.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — In
respect of the filming of patients either entering or
leaving and the prohibition on the publication of certain
recordings, does that also apply to a clinic filming and
then distributing material of, for example, the Helpers
of God’s Precious Infants? Will they be subject to the
same laws and the same penalties?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Obviously the provisions we are
discussing now really relate to new section 185E, which
relates to the offence of publishing or distributing a
recording. I know we are still on clause 1, but we are
jumping around the bill a fair bit.
I am advised that in a situation where the clinic has
security cameras in place and it films protesters who
happened to be outside the clinic’s premises, that would
fall within the exemption that relates to ‘without
reasonable excuse’. In that case the clinic would have a
reasonable excuse to be filming given that it would
have put in place the security cameras for staff safety
and the safety of their patients.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
understand the issue around the rights of the patients
and the rights of the staff, but if it works the other way
around, then there are no rights for the people from, for
example, the Helpers of God’s Precious Infants. Is that
what the minister is saying — that there are no
provisions for the protection of those individuals within
this legislation?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — New section 185E creates an offence in
relation to publishing or distributing certain recordings.
That is obviously the first trigger for that — it would
need to be published or distributed in some way. But
the offence specifically says:
A person must not without consent of the other person or
without reasonable excuse publish or distribute a recording of
a person accessing, attempting to access, or leaving premises
at which abortions are provided …
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In the ordinary course of events a protester would not
be accessing the premises; they would be protesting by
standing outside the premises. Therefore that particular
part of the section would not be triggered. It would
need to be a rather odd set of circumstances for a clinic
to be subject to this provision.
In the ordinary course of events — of protesters being
outside and being filmed for security purposes — I am
not sure if Mr Dalla-Riva is suggesting that clinics
themselves would in some way wish to publish or
distribute certain recordings. I do not think that has ever
been demonstrated to have been the case.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — It
probably follows on from Mr Ondarchie’s issue about
unintended consequences or outcomes from the
legislation. As the minister was talking I had this vision
that perhaps even though people from — I keep on
referring to the example that is most commonly used —
the Helpers of God’s Precious Infants were outside the
buffer zone, they could come within the buffer zone but
not be carrying anything that causes distress or anxiety,
but they could be recognised by the clinic to be regular
attendees of the clinic because they have been there for
year upon year. Does that mean that the clinic can take
photographs of those individuals, even though they
have nothing that would cause distress or anxiety, and
therefore put up in their premises, without the consent
of the Helpers of God’s Precious Infants, photographs
identifying those particular people? Would it be in
breach of the act as it is presented?
I am trying to get clarity about whether the clause has
an unintended consequence that just by knowing who
those people are, the clinic can say, ‘Mr Smith, who has
been out here for the last 20 years, we know that he is
now outside; he is in the 150-metre zone that he walks
through, not intending to cause distress or anxiety and
not presenting anything’, photograph him and then put
it to the security people. I am just trying to work it out.
Does this piece of legislation apply to that type of
recording by the clinic?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — As Mr Dalla-Riva is aware, the purpose of
this bill is to provide protection to people accessing
abortion clinics. It is based on many years of
problematic behaviour outside existing clinics,
including demonstrated behaviour of people publishing
photographs on social media of women accessing
abortion clinics, with a view to deliberately shaming
those women and identifying them as having gone to
undertake an abortion. There has not been any
suggestion that clinics themselves have been engaging
in any kind of shaming exercise of protestors outside
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their clinics. I am certainly not aware of any such
behaviour having occurred, and I would imagine that
the clinics would be exercising protections available to
them through the provisions of this legislation in
seeking to have the assistance of Victoria Police in
responding to these matters. In response to the
hypotheticals raised by Mr Dalla-Riva, this provision is
clearly designed to protect women who are seeking to
access these clinics from having their identity
disseminated in a public way.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister for her comprehensive answer. For
the record I am trying to get clarity that the legislation
does not have the unintended intention that would now
allow clinics to have photographs of Helpers of God’s
Precious Infants recorded somewhere within their
premises. They will be able to do it, but it seems that
the other group is clearly not going to be able to do that
now. For the record I am trying to get clarity that clinics
will not have film recorded or captured on their
premises of any of these other individuals if they are
outside the buffer zone.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I indicated earlier to Mr Dalla-Riva in
responding to his first question in this line of
questioning that it is highly possible that these clinics
would have some sort of security cameras in place, so it
is likely that they would be filming people entering and
exiting their premises for security purposes. But the
offence is only relevant if someone were to go and
publish or distribute recordings. Of its own, recording
people entering and exiting premises would not be an
offence under this act.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — Much has
been made in this debate so far about the Tasmanian
legislation, and I have to say that it seems to me that the
government has picked up the Tasmanian legislation,
transferred it across Bass Strait and dumped it on
Victoria. It is appropriate that I ask this question
because it is about an actual event that occurred in
Tasmania. I am wondering what the legal position
would be if it were to occur here, and you might put
money down that it will.
There was a gentleman who deposited himself within
the prohibited zone with signs displaying quotes from
the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
also the UN Declaration of the Rights of the Child, one
of which was making reference to children before birth.
The police came and said, ‘This is ridiculous, we are
not going to arrest him for this’, even though he was
clearly in breach of that law down there. If that were to
happen in Melbourne, what would be the legal
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position? Or indeed if that were to happen in Victoria, I
should ask, what would be the legal position?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Mr Finn for his question. I firstly
point out that while there are a number of similar
concepts in the Tasmanian Reproductive Health
(Access to Terminations) Act 2013, there are also a
number of differences. I will not go into them at any
great length at this point, but I have very detailed
information about all the differences. In terms of the
hypothetical that Mr Finn has posed, I can advise him
that going back to the definition of prohibited
behaviour, the offence is triggered if there is
communication that is reasonably likely to cause
distress or anxiety. A placard that had on it only
information relating purely to text from the United
Nations declaration would not of itself be seen to cause
distress or anxiety.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — What if,
particularly in reference to the rights of the unborn
child, a woman going into the clinic were to take
offence at that placard and report that, which is quite
possible? What would be the legality of the individual
involved in displaying that sign?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — As I have explained to Mr Finn on
numerous occasions, it is an objective test for Victoria
Police to determine whether the offence has been
established. Whilst a member of the public or a staff
member in a clinic can make a complaint, ultimately it
is for Victoria Police to objectively determine whether
the offence has in fact been committed in all the
circumstances.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — We have
listened to the minister at length this morning, and I
have personally come to the conclusion that there are
more holes in this legislation than you would find in an
old sock. Anybody from the legal profession listening
to this will have the engine started and be heading for
the High Court as we speak. My question is: to what
length will the government go to protect this legislation
in the High Court, and for a government that loves
spending taxpayers money, how much taxpayers
money will be going into the pockets of lawyers to
defend this legislation?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — In response to earlier questioning from
Mr Dalla-Riva around constitutional matters I indicated
to the house that this bill has been very carefully drafted
in such a way that it is consistent with the Victorian
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities as well
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as with the constitution. As to whether other individuals
or groups may wish to challenge the legislation in the
future, that is a matter for them.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
just want to pick up a few things where we left off in
terms of prohibited behaviour. Given that we live in
perhaps one of the most multicultural cities in the
world, what would be the minister’s response to
religious groups from non-English-speaking
backgrounds chanting or singing in their own languages
within safe access zones?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I am very proud to live in such a
multicultural state. The test that applies in relation to
the offence of prohibited behaviour is one of reasonably
likely to cause distress or anxiety. Irrespective of what
language the communication is being conveyed in, the
test will be an objective one for the police to determine
whether that particular behaviour is likely to cause
distress or anxiety. I suggest that if the communication
was in a language the person did not understand, then
they would be less likely to have experienced distress
or anxiety by virtue of the fact that they would not have
understood what was being communicated to them.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — We
have seen over a long time some horrible theatrics
outside some of these clinics and also, I can tell
members from experience, outside the Royal Women’s
Hospital. For example, a baby doll in a pram splattered
with blood, a mouth being taped shut and a whole range
of photographs and other things that I find abhorrent.
My position, as stated in my contribution to the
second-reading debate, on that sort of stuff has not
changed. In relation to prohibited behaviour, I am
trying to determine whether people looking to
legitimise their protest would be committing that
offence if they decided to wheel an empty pram up and
down in a safe access zone.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Again the behaviour would be determined
objectively by Victoria Police in assessing whether it
was designed to reasonably cause distress or anxiety to
people accessing the clinic. Obviously the police would
have regard to the full circumstances in which that
behaviour was undertaken. If it were an empty pram
and that was the only behaviour being exhibited by one
individual, I would expect that Victoria Police would
conclude that the offence has not been committed. But
if we have a large group of people congregating, then
there is a provision in the prohibited behaviour clause
that relates to interfering without reasonable excuse or
impeding access to premises. Therefore that part of the
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clause might be impacted upon. That is why it is
important to consider, in discussing all the
hypotheticals that members are canvassing, the full
circumstances in which the behaviour is being
conducted, and it would be for police to make an
objective decision having regard to the full
circumstances.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — The
minister and I share a common view of making sure
that women can access these services without
intimidation and harassment. As the minister who has
carriage of this bill, ultimately putting it through to
make sure that it can operate out in the marketplace
effectively, would she agree, given there is some
uncertainty about what constitutes prohibited
behaviour, that some of this opacity could lead to
Victoria Police being ineffective around these safe
access zones?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I do not accept that, as I indicated to
Mr Ondarchie earlier. Victoria Police have been
consulted in relation to this bill and are supportive of
the bill. Clearly they have formed the view that the bill
is absolutely enforceable and workable.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister for her answer and indicate that I
have nothing further on clause 1.
Committee divided on clause:
Ayes, 31
Atkinson, Mr
Barber, Mr
Bath, Ms
Crozier, Ms
Dalidakis, Mr
Davis, Mr
Dunn, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Fitzherbert, Ms
Hartland, Ms (Teller)
Herbert, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lovell, Ms
Melhem, Mr

Mikakos, Ms
Morris, Mr
Mulino, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr (Teller)
Patten, Ms
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Ramsay, Mr
Shing, Ms
Somyurek, Mr
Springle, Ms
Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
Wooldridge, Ms

Noes, 8
Bourman, Mr
Carling-Jenkins, Dr (Teller)
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Finn, Mr

Clause agreed to.
Progress reported.

Peulich, Mrs
Purcell, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Young, Mr (Teller)
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BUDGET SECTOR
Financial report 2015–16
The Clerk, pursuant to section 27D(6)(c) of the
Financial Management Act 1994, presented report,
incorporating quarterly financial report no. 1.
Laid on table.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

MV Portland
Mr PURCELL (Western Victoria) — The matter I
raise tonight is for the Minister for Regional
Development. As the house knows, I am a strong
supporter of Alcoa in Portland, and only last week I
made representation seeking that its power contract be
sorted out. Nineteen Portland families this week are
facing the loss of jobs. The ship MV Portland has
transported aluminium from Western Australia to
Portland every two or three weeks for the last 28 years.
It has been announced that the domestic crew of the
MV Portland will be replaced with a foreign crew, and
19 crew will lose their jobs. I am concerned that the
foreign workers will replace local jobs, and I
understand that the foreign workers will be paid as little
as US$2 per hour.
The MV Portland not only has a professional
workforce on board but also has a close and engaging
relationship with the community of Portland, with the
local engineering firms and also with the community
services, all of which contributes to strengthen the
standard of professionalism of Australian seafarers.
These seafarers are now facing the reality of the loss of
their jobs, which directly impacts their livelihoods and
their families. They are now facing long-term financial
struggles with financial commitments such as
mortgages, expenses for children and their day-to-day
costs. This is what the crew of the MV Portland is
saying:
The reality we are all facing with our imminent departure and
job loss has left us confused as to why we are being sold out
so easily without any consultation. It is disappointing to be
abandoned so easily with such little regard, especially as we
have all put in our hard work and time in making the MV
Portland a safe workplace as well as a professionally
operated vessel for the coastal trade on which it runs.
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I therefore ask the minister to immediately intervene
and discuss the matters with federal counterparts
seeking the overturning of this temporary licence and
therefore the saving of these local jobs.

Interface Growth Fund
Mr MULINO (Eastern Victoria) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Local
Government, and it relates to projects that have been
granted funds arising from the first round of the
Interface Growth Fund projects that were recently
approved. In particular I would ask that the minister
visit me and other stakeholders in the Shire of Cardinia
to discuss the benefits of projects that were granted
funds, meet with stakeholders and discuss time lines
related to those projects.
The projects that received funding in Cardinia were the
soccer fields at the IYU Recreation Reserve, which
received $3.5 million, and Heatherbrae Recreation
Reserve pavilion in Officer, which received $2 million.
Both of these projects will also receive funding from
council and significant input from local stakeholders.
These projects were welcomed by, and I am confident
will be great assets for, the local community. I am also
very keen that the government walk each stage of the
way with the various stakeholders that will work with
the government in delivering these projects.
Cardinia is one of the fastest growing local government
areas in the country. Its population is currently roughly
90 000 people, and it is projected to grow to a
population of the order of 175 000 by 2036, which is an
increase of 94 per cent. It is very important that
government work with local stakeholders in delivering
projects like this. These are very complicated projects,
and they are going to require multiple levels of
government to work together but also to work with all
sorts of different stakeholders. The very nature of the
projects that were funded from the Interface Growth
Fund meant they were multi-use and could benefit a
range of different stakeholders. It is important that we
work with stakeholders as to how we can best deliver
those projects but also to convey to stakeholders along
the way what time lines are likely to apply in the
delivery of those projects.
I commend the first round of projects more generally.
There are three interface councils in my electorate, but
in this particular adjournment matter I focus on
Cardinia Shire Council’s projects. I look forward to
working with the minister and also local government
and other stakeholders on these projects over the
coming years.
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Goulburn Valley orchardists
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Agriculture
and is in regard to the now desperate plight Goulburn
Valley orchardists find themselves in as a result of a
second severe weather event which has caused
widespread and irreparable damage to this year’s crop.
My request of the minister is that she commit to
providing a subsidy for hail netting to protect orchards
in the Goulburn Valley against severe weather
instances, which in turn would protect the industry and
growers from loss of established markets and
futureproof the Goulburn Valley.
On 12 November for the second time in a month the
Goulburn Valley region was battered by a severe
hailstorm that caused significant damage to local
orchards. The storm followed the same path as the
October storm event through Ardmona, Grahamvale,
Shepparton East and Lemnos. Most of the growers
were hit twice, and fruit that had remained viable
following the first storm was destroyed in the second.
This damage has brought our growers closer and closer
to breaking point. They have had to deal with
successive years of drought, market competition,
increased labour costs, a shortage of workers and now
severe weather events.
In an industry like this, a single bad season can ruin
many years of hard work and damage growers’ future
prospects. Establishing new markets can take a business
up to 20 years, but one season of an unreliable supply,
through no fault of the grower, can damage the
reputation of the orchard or even the Goulburn Valley
as a reliable supplier, and the market can rapidly move
to other interstate or overseas areas.
In recent weeks I have spoken to many growers who
have been impacted by these weather events, and all
their responses were along the same lines: ‘How much
more can we take before we give up?’. Fruit Growers
Victoria has been working to assess all affected
orchards to get a thorough picture of the damage at a
local level. A total of 1916 hectares were damaged by
hail. The data I received on the damage was based on a
sample of 30 orchards that were assessed through site
visits, conversations and assessment sheets provided by
growers in affected orchards. It found that an average of
50 per cent of the apple crop was damaged, an average
of 30 per cent of the pear crop was damaged and an
average of 90 per cent of the stone fruit crop was
damaged.
Goulburn Valley growers need the Andrews Labor
government to immediately step up and provide
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assistance and support to help futureproof the Goulburn
Valley so that growers are not at risk of losing their
markets due to future severe weather events.
I thank the minister for returning my call last week after
I called her to advise of the damage that had occurred in
the Goulburn Valley. I also thank the minister for
agreeing to make time during her visit to Shepparton
next week to accompany me on a visit to an orchard
and to meet with some of the affected growers. My
request of the minister is that she commit to provide a
subsidy for hail netting to protect orchards in the
Goulburn Valley against severe weather instances,
which in turn would protect the industry and growers
from losing established markets and would futureproof
the Goulburn Valley.

Libraries
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Local
Government, the Honourable Natalie Hutchins. I wish
to know about the progress of funding applications for
several libraries in my electorate.
I want to put on record that I think libraries are great.
They are places where you can access staggering
amounts of knowledge and which employ people
whose whole job is to assist you to access and sort
through that knowledge. They offer a place for kids to
hang out after school and also provide school holiday
activities. As a past frequent participant in Rhyme Time
I can confirm that libraries are a sanctuary for parents
with toddlers. They are a source of community
engagement and collaboration. They hold events,
classes and exhibitions. They host guest speakers and
information sessions, and of course many people just
like libraries because they like books.
Now that I have put my love of libraries on the record, I
wish to take up the cause of several libraries in my
electorate. The libraries in Bradford, Kilmore and
Seymour are seeking funding for electricity upgrades to
address the changing needs of their community, having
identified a shift in the use of services and an increase
in the use of wi-fi. Statistics show that from 2010–11 to
2014 these libraries have had a sixfold increase in wi-fi
usage. The libraries have responded by altering their
layouts to provide more opportunities for study space
and internet access, but there is a need for power points
and USB ports for users to charge their devices.
Other libraries, including those in Alexandra, Kinglake
and Yea, experience regular power outages due to
extreme weather events, emergencies or sometimes
planned outages. They have requested funding for
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generators so they can continue to operate when there
are power outages and provide a safe refuge during
these periods for their clientele. I call on the minister to
provide an update as to the progress of these funding
applications and ask that she view them favourably.
Ms Shing — Looking for funding is the action.
The PRESIDENT — Yes, I agree. If the stickler
were here, he would want us to be looking for funding
rather than calling for an update.

Melbourne Metro rail project
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — My matter
for the adjournment tonight is for the attention of the
Treasurer, and it relates to the government’s Melbourne
Metro rail project and any taxes or charges that may be
applied through that project to a number of properties
near particular stations.
I draw the attention of the Treasurer specifically to the
proposed Domain station. Members in the chamber will
understand that the government has allocated
$1.5 billion or $1.6 billion towards an $11 billion-plus
project. There is a significant gap. We understand that
there are proposals afoot to value capture and to levy
additional charges or rates on properties in and around
the Domain station.
This is not the first time that these sorts of projects have
had these sorts of rates and charges applied, but what is
important in this context is there are also planning
matters occurring in parallel with these processes. The
Minister for Planning has in front of him decisions to
make about heights of buildings and arrangements
concerning development in and around the proposed
Domain station, including particularly the C107
proposal from the City of Port Phillip and information
from a planning panel at the moment as well.
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there would be no additional levies and charges, and the
then Leader of the Opposition and the then shadow
Treasurer were clear about that. I seek for him to come
clean and to provide information about those levies and
charges that will be applied in around the Domain
station before planning decisions are made by the
planning minister.
The PRESIDENT — Order! It is late, but in respect
of that item it is obviously not satisfactory to ask the
Treasurer to ‘come clean’. The question that I would
suggest ought to be answered is whether or not there is
any plan for any charges or levies as a result of this,
because otherwise I think a lot of it is actually
hypothetical.

City of Wyndham
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I wish to raise
a matter for the attention of the Minister for Local
Government. The City of Wyndham is one of the
fastest growing municipal areas in Australia, and quite
often it is considered the fastest growing municipal area
in Australia. Not so long ago the Wyndham City
Council was doing a damn fine job. It was doing a very
impressive job. In fact I remember when I was first
elected to this place some almost — —
Ms Shing — Seven hundred years ago.
Mr FINN — It was not 700 years ago; it just seems
like it at the minute. When I was first elected to this
place some years ago the Wyndham council was by far
the best council in the western suburbs, particularly
compared to Brimbank City Council and some of those
councils that I am sure the minister will remember only
too well. But sadly something has gone awry.
Something is crook in the state of Brimbank — not in
Brimbank, in Wyndham.
Honourable members interjecting.

What is important here is that the community
understand precisely what levies, charges and
additional rates are going to be applied to properties in
and around the proposed Domain station. Will this be
applied to existing properties? Will such charges be
applied to only new properties? What will be the scale
and size of these particular charges? How long will they
run for? Will they be collected via a special rate or
some other charge?
What I seek from the Treasurer is that he explain to the
community prior to these planning decisions what
revenue the government proposes to collect from the
properties in and around the proposed Domain station.
He needs to come clean with the government’s
proposals, noting that Labor in opposition promised

Mr FINN — The administrators have done a very
good job at Brimbank, I have to tell members, and
maybe, just maybe, it is time for administrators to do
the same at Wyndham, because it seems to me that after
discussions with a number of constituents in the
Werribee area good governance has broken down at
Wyndham City Council. We have had numerous
instances of late of councillors bullying other
councillors behind closed doors, and we have had
numerous instances, I understand, of councillors
threatening other councillors behind closed doors,
payback and all sorts of examples of the nastier side of
life that we have come to expect when people get out of
control. It seems that that is exactly what has
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happened — a good number of councillors at
Wyndham are indeed right out of control.
On behalf of my constituents in Werribee and
surrounds, I ask the minister to appoint somebody to
inquire into the good governance level, or indeed the
governance level, of the City of Wyndham and have as
a real possibility the prospect of appointing
commissioners if they do not come up to scratch. As I
said, Wyndham is one of the fastest growing
municipalities in Australia. It needs a good council, it
deserves a good council and I believe we should give it
a good council.

Responses
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
have written responses to adjournment matters raised
by Ms Bath on 20 August; Mrs Peulich on
1 September; Mr Bourman, Mr O’Donohue,
Mr Ondarchie, Mrs Peulich and Mr Ramsay on
6 October; Ms Symes on 7 October; Mr Eideh and
Mr Purcell on 8 October; Ms Crozier and Ms Tierney
on 20 October; Mr Finn, Ms Lovell and
Ms Wooldridge on 21 October; Ms Lovell and
Ms Shing on 22 October; and Mr Leane on
11 November.
In tonight’s adjournment debate, Mr Purcell raised a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Regional
Development regarding his concern over Alcoa’s
decision to change its shipping arrangements which
supply the Alcoa smelter at Portland and the
consequences that may have by adversely impacting on
local employment and opportunities for jobs to be
maintained in Australian waterways and most
particularly in the south-west.
Mr Mulino raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Local Government seeking her visitation
and support for various projects that have been funded
in the Cardinia shire which will see great community
benefit, particularly the multi-use facilities funded
through the Interface Growth Fund, and requesting that
she talk with local constituents in the Cardinia shire
about the way in which those projects may be
undertaken to ensure maximum community benefit
from those investments.
Ms Lovell raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Agriculture. She is seeking that the
minister provide financial support or other support to
agricultural growers — orchardists — in the Goulburn
Valley whose crops may have been damaged by hail
and who may be missing out on market opportunities as
a consequence.
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Ms Symes raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Local Government. She gave a glowing
account of the value and community benefits of
libraries and the great source of community
enlightenment, information sharing and community
wellbeing that they are. In some instances libraries may
be refuges in case of emergencies, certainly on hot
days. In my day it used to be that you would go to the
pictures; these days you go to a shopping mall, but in
the case of Ms Symes, you go to the library. Ms Symes
is interested in libraries in regional Victoria, including
those in Broadford, Kilmore, Sunbury, Alexandra,
Kinglake and one other — —
An honourable member — Yea.
Mr JENNINGS — Yea, thank you very much for
listening.
Mr Davis raised a matter for the attention of the
Treasurer, but for much of his contribution he gave
evidence about planning decisions that may or may not
be associated with planning approvals around the future
site of the Domain railway station as part of the
Melbourne metropolitan rail system development —
that is, the commitment by this government to get on
with it and deliver that rail project. Mr Davis wants to
ensure that any decision that may relate to taxes,
charges or levies — any word that you want to use —
that may apply to properties in terms of the value
capture and the uplift in value that may be derived from
both the development of the metropolitan rail system
and planning decisions in the precincts around it has
been undertaken in an appropriate, transparent and
timely fashion and that the community is well
informed.
Mr Finn raised a matter for the attention of the Minister
for Local Government. He is seeking her consideration
of the governance standards and capability of the
Wyndham shire. He reminded us of the — —
Mr Finn — Wyndham city.
Mr JENNINGS — It is Wyndham city, as Mr Finn
has indicated to us. In various iterations it was the
fastest growing, has been the fastest growing or may be
the fastest growing municipality in the future. One way
or another, it is a community on the move, and Mr Finn
wants to make sure there is good governance within the
city.
The PRESIDENT — Order! On that basis, the
house stands adjourned.
House adjourned 4.11 a.m. (Wednesday).
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WRITTEN RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Responses are incorporated in the form provided to Hansard

East–west link
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Fitzherbert
Special Minister of State
11 November 2015

RESPONSE TO SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION:

The only other cost in addition to interest that will be payable by the State as part of the bond arrangements are
arrangement fees for each bond issuance. The fees are comparable with those payable for any normal TCV bond
issuance. The State has also been able to negotiate greater flexibility in the terms of the arrangements. The term of
any bonds issued will be based on the needs of the State, rather than a particular term prescribed by the
arrangements.

Special religious instruction
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Patten
Minister for Training and Skills
12 November 2015

RESPONSE TO SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION:

The regulation of early childhood education and care services in Victoria is a matter for the Minister for Families &
Children.

Financial report 2014–15
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mr Rich-Phillips
Special Minister of State
12 November 2015

RESPONSE TO SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION:

The annual financial report was prepared in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards and fairly presents
the State’s financial position as at 30 June 2015.
The Government was not aware of any circumstances that would render any particulars to be misleading or
inaccurate. The financial report was prepared after appropriate independent legal and technical accounting advice
was sought on the treatment for the $1.5 billion funding previously provided by the Commonwealth Government.
This advice concluded that there is no present obligation on the State to return the funding and therefore the State is
not required to recognise a liability under the Australian Accounting Standards.
The Acting Auditor-General has formed his own independent view on whether the report has been prepared in
accordance with the relevant standards. This has not changed the Government’s position and view on this issue.

Landmate
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mr O’Donohue
Special Minister of State
12 November 2015

RESPONSE:

I am advised that over 20 years, about 1250 prisoners have helped the environment by planting more than 500 000
trees, erecting 2500 km of fencing and providing valuable labour to protect our environment through the Landmate
program.
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They have also helped Victorians recover from natural disasters such as bushfires and floods, and will continue to
do so free of charge.
There has never been any intention or statements made about charging for disaster recovery works, which will
continue to be provided by Landmate at no cost to the local community as required.
The previous Liberal-National Government last year cut direct funding to Corrections Victoria for prison crews. In
its place, in 2014, a Landmate Framework was developed between the Department of Justice & Regulation and
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning. As a result-a fee of $400 a day is being applied to some
Landmate projects to partially cover program costs. These include petrol and custodial supervision. There has never
been any intention or statements made about charging farmers directly for these Landmate environmental works.
The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning advise that grant funding is available for Landcare
groups and organisations that successfully submit applications to undertake local environmental projects.
Landowners are also able to apply for this grant funding.
The new framework changes the process by which Landmate crews are funded — instead of being funded through
DELWP they will now form part of the overall grants applications Catchment Management authorities and other
community groups make to DELWP.
An agreement under this framework is currently being developed between the departments.
The arrangements have been discussed with local stakeholders at two Landmate planning sessions held across all
regions operating Landmate in October 2014 and April 2015.

Melbourne Metro rail project
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mr Davis
Special Minister of State
12 November 2015

RESPONSE:

Melbourne Metro is currently in the planning and development phase and any temporary impacts to Fawkner Park
will ultimately be determined as part of the project’s Environment Effects Statement planning process.
In assessing the potential location of tunnel boring machine launch sites the Melbourne Metro Rail Authority is
seeking to avoid unnecessary compulsory land acquisition and will also look to limit the temporary impact on parks
and open space wherever possible.
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The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. N. Atkinson) took the
chair at 9.34 a.m. and read the prayer.

VICTORIA AGAINST VIOLENCE
The PRESIDENT — Order! This morning a
number of members of this house went out on the front
steps for a photograph in recognition of the campaign
against family violence, and I thank those members
who were able to do that.
I advise the house, and this advice has been issued in an
email previously, that the Parliament has adopted an
accreditation program developed by the White Ribbon
organisation. It will be launched next year and aims to
ensure that the Parliament recognises and respects the
rights of people within Parliament and ensures that this
is a safe and open workplace free from bullying and
intimidation.
I also remind members that in the Sir Isaac Isaacs
Room, which is the north annexe of the library, a
condolence book has been provided by the Consul
General for France at my request to be situated here to
allow members to put a message in that book. That is
available again today in the Sir Isaac Isaacs Room.

PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Commercial fishing licences
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impacts on the iconic Fawkner Park of the Daniel Andrews
Labor government’s Melbourne Metro rail project, including
having the park alienated for the long duration of tunnelling
works for the storage of tunnel spoil and as a staging post for
trucks, tractors and heavy earthmoving equipment.
This was confirmed to the Parliament by the Leader of the
Government in the Legislative Council on Tuesday,
20 October 2015, when he said: ‘There will be some
properties procured, and there will also be the requirement for
some work staging, as I believe, to occur in Fawkner Park. I
certainly know that within the construction and engineering
phase of the proposal there may be some impact upon local
amenity for some time during the course of construction’.
We therefore call on the Daniel Andrews Labor government
to reverse its decision to use Fawkner Park as a spoil dump
and staging point for heavy machinery for the tunnelling of
the Melbourne Metro rail project and to further guarantee, in
particular, that there will be no trees removed from Fawkner
Park or otherwise adversely impacted and no restrictions to
public access.

By Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan)
(23 signatures).
Laid on table.

HAZELWOOD MINE FIRE INQUIRY
IMPLEMENTATION MONITOR
Report 2014–15
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State)
presented report.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be published.

To the Legislative Council of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Council the desire of
citizens to continue to enjoy sustainable seafood
commercially caught in Port Phillip Bay.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council
reject any bill that prohibits commercial harvesting of fish and
seafood from Port Phillip Bay.

By Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan)
(967 signatures).
Laid on table.
Ordered to be considered next day on motion of
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan).

Melbourne Metro rail project

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Auditor-General’s Report on Local Government: 2014–15
Audit Snapshot, November 2015 (Ordered to be published).
Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources
Department — Minister’s report of failure to submit 2014–15
report to the Minister within the prescribed period and the
Report, 2014–15.
Ombudsman — Investigation of a protected disclosure
complaint regarding allegations of improper conduct by
councillors associated with political donations, November
2015 (Ordered to be published).
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament —
Building Act 1993 — No. 134.

To the Legislative Council of Victoria:

Charities Act 1978 — No. 131.

We, the undersigned citizens of Victoria, call on the
Legislative Council of Victoria to note the potential harmful

City of Melbourne Act 2001 — No. 133.
County Court Act 1958 — Nos. 129 and 130.

NOTICES OF MOTION
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Food Act 1984 — No. 132.
Road Safety Act 1986 — No. 135.

Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — A Legislative
Instrument and related documents under section 16B in
respect of Ministerial Direction No. 145 — Special Religious
Instruction in Government Schools, dated 9 November 2015,
under the Education and Training Reform Act 2006.
Taxi Services Commission — Minister’s report of failure to
submit 2014–15 report to the Minister within the prescribed
period and the Report, 2014–15.
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal — Report,
2014–15.

Mr Davis — On a point of order, President, on the
Department of Economic Development, Jobs,
Transport and Resources report of failure to submit
mentioned now, I wonder if the Leader of the
Government, as a courtesy, might explain to the
Council the reason for that failure.
The PRESIDENT — Order! There is not a usual
procedure to deal with this. Does the minister wish to
make comment at this stage? No.
Ordered that minister’s report of failure of
Department of Economic Development, Jobs,
Transport and Resources to submit report be
considered next day on motion of Mr DAVIS
(Southern Metropolitan).

NOTICES OF MOTION
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put in place for farming communities in the
north-western and central northern part of the state.
Over the course of two days we talked with farmers and
local communities about issues affecting their
businesses and livelihoods — seasonal conditions,
drought preparedness, risk management, farmer health
and community resilience, among other things. We
began in Donald with a briefing from the local water
authority and a group of young farmers before heading
to the Donald Cup, an event that has brought the local
community together for decades. The Premier, Minister
Neville and I then attended a community barbecue in
Birchip for farmers and community members hosted by
the Victorian Farmers Federation.
The Andrews Labor government is taking action to
support our farmers and farming communities in need.
We are delivering a cross-government drought support
package of $27.3 million to help farmers and
communities in Victoria’s most drought-affected areas.
The package provides a wide range of support,
including practical extension services; financial
counselling and stock containment grants for farmers;
measures to help families with expenses related to
keeping kids in school; measures to boost health
support, including mental health; business advice
services; improving the coordination of government
support services; funding for community events; and
fast-tracking a number of community infrastructure
projects.

MINISTERS STATEMENTS

At this stage we have targeted the ten worst hit
municipalities: Buloke, Yarriambiack, Loddon,
Northern Grampians, Horsham, Hindmarsh,
Gannawarra, Pyrenees, Central Goldfields and West
Wimmera. We understand that the effects of drought do
not stop at municipal borders and will continually
monitor conditions closely and determine whether
eligibility requirements need to be updated. As part of
this visit we announced that a $10 million fund would
be established. The money has not been allocated to
special measures, and we will be discussing with
communities where the areas of greatest need are over
the coming months in anticipation of particular pressure
points for these people in February.

Drought assistance

Regional and rural youth

Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I rise
to inform the house of the visit to Victorian
drought-affected communities by the Premier, the
Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water,
Lisa Neville, and me last Sunday and Monday and the
support package the Andrews Labor government has

Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Youth Affairs) — I
rise to inform the house that last week the Andrews
Labor government allocated $425 000 over two
financial years to the rural and regional local
government youth engagement program. Last week I
was pleased to announce that under round 1 of this new

Notices of motion given.
Mrs PEULICH having given notices of motion:
The PRESIDENT — Order! That is a vexatious
motion and not acceptable in my opinion. I ask
Mrs Peulich not to persist with that motion.
Mrs Peulich — I will rephrase the notice of motion,
President.
Further notices of motion given.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Wednesday, 25 November 2015

COUNCIL

program seven local governments in rural and regional
Victoria will receive grants of up to $30 000.
The Victorian government recognises that young
people from rural and regional Victoria, many in
drought-affected areas, and particularly young people
who have not been well represented in the community
in the past, may face additional challenges to being
involved and being heard in local government
community decision-making. The rural and regional
youth engagement grants allow local governments to
develop youth engagement strategies, activities and
solutions that better support young people who are not
currently well represented in their community to
participate in local decision-making and
change-making in their community.
Under round 1 the following local governments
received funding: Central Goldfields Shire Council,
Colac Otway Shire Council, Campaspe Shire Council,
Greater Bendigo City Council, Greater Shepparton City
Council, Wangaratta Rural City Council and
Yarriambiack Shire Council. Each of these councils has
put forward creative responses to engage young people
in their local communities. For example, the Rural City
of Wangaratta, where I launched this program last
week, will focus on empowering young people living
with a disability to have a voice and to be meaningfully
involved in their community through its project. The
Yarriambiack Shire Council’s local co-design project
will support disengaged young people to consult with
their peers and plan, design and deliver local
community projects, and the Central Goldfields Shire
Council will support young people facing barriers to
participation to attend local youth forums, vote on
change-making projects and form working groups to
deliver projects.
I congratulate all the councils which were successful in
receiving these grants and advise the house that a
further round will be launched sometime next year.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Family violence
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — On
this White Ribbon Day we acknowledge the desire of
the government to spend the week focusing on what is
probably the most important issue in our society right
now, and that is family violence. The government is
allocating some of tomorrow to learn more about
family violence in the Parliament of Victoria, which
consists of both houses — the Legislative Assembly
and the Legislative Council.
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I note the work of the coalition government in the area
of family violence, and I particularly note the work of
Ms Wooldridge and her stewardship in the allocation of
both funding and strategy around this awful disease we
have to try to fix — that of family violence. I note that
this is important to the whole of the Parliament of
Victoria as far as the coalition is concerned, but
seemingly not so for the government.
I note that Ms Allan, the Minister for Public Transport,
has moved a motion by leave in the Legislative
Assembly allocating a number of speakers to come and
address the Parliament of Victoria. They are Rosie
Batty, Kristy McKellar, Joumanah El Matrah, Muriel
Bamblett, Graham Ashton, Annette Gillespie and
Rodney Vlais. They have been invited to address the
Parliament about this very important issue of family
violence, but Legislative Council members will only
get to hear from Rosie Batty because the Legislative
Assembly, through the government’s initiative, has
invited Legislative Council members to only the Rosie
Batty address. It seems that family violence is very
important to this government as long as it does not get
in the way of its own agenda. I do not know why it has
not included both houses for all the presentations
tomorrow.

Moyne Health Services
Mr PURCELL (Western Victoria) — It gives me
great pleasure to rise today to congratulate Moyne
Health Services, which was runner-up in the category
of small health service of the year at the 2015 Victorian
Public Healthcare Awards last Wednesday. Moyne
Health Services is a public not-for-profit integrated
healthcare service that helps meet community
healthcare needs in Port Fairy and surrounding districts
in the Moyne shire. Employing more than 190 people,
Moyne Health Services operates a 15-bed acute
hospital, a 52-place hostel, a 30-place nursing home,
acute emergency services, primary and community care
services, an adult day centre and allied health services.
The health service has been operating for 160 years and
is working towards constructing a new urgent care
facility in Port Fairy.

Australian Schools Triathlon Challenge
Mr PURCELL — I also congratulate the
700 Warrnambool district primary school students who
participated in the Australian Schools Triathlon
Challenge in Warrnambool last week. Children from
grade 3 to grade 6 swam, ran and rode simply for the
pleasure of being involved. The enthusiasm,
camaraderie and friendly competition between the
schools was excellent to see.
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Government financial management
Mr MULINO (Eastern Victoria) — In the lead-up
to the government’s first anniversary in office, it is
timely that last week the state accounts for 2014–15
were released. This is the single most important and
holistic measure of the performance of the economy,
and it is great news that in 2014–15 Victoria’s real
gross state product increased by 2.5 per cent. Tellingly,
this is significantly higher than the result in 2013–14,
which was 1.0 per cent revised. In other words, real
gross state product — the best single holistic measure
of overall economic performance — grew at more than
double the rate it had in 2013–14. Importantly, when
we put this in some kind of context it is faster growth
than in New South Wales, in many ways the most
comparable state, for the first time in over four years.
That is a very important result both for the overall
economy and also for the government’s budget and
fiscal position.
In terms of the contributions to growth, construction
stands out, growing at 9.8 per cent. It was with some
pleasure that I attended, with the Treasurer, the Housing
Industry Association’s president’s lunch last week.
Construction is an incredibly important business for this
state in terms of employment and in terms of providing
housing for the many people moving to the state.
Accommodation and food services grew by 7.3 per
cent, which is critically important for our growing
visitor economy. It was a great result, and I am sure it is
something we will dwell on more in today’s debate
about the government’s first anniversary.

Community festivals
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — Over the past
four to six weeks I have had the pleasure of attending
many community festivals supported by their local
councils. I have been to the Eltham festival, the
Mallahang festival, the Whitehorse festival and the
Maroondah Festival. All of them were supported
respectively by the Nillumbik, Banyule, Whitehorse
and Maroondah councils.
These might seem minor affairs in the scheme of things
in terms of the sorts of activities that local government
provides, but they actually provide a really important
time for families and community to come together, to
get to know each other and to participate fully across a
range of opportunities in those local areas. They also
provide opportunities for families to participate for free,
and that is fairly novel in this day and age. Although
nothing is for free, those sorts of activities supported by
ratepayers are an incredibly valuable part of what local
councils do, because the ability to strengthen
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community cohesion pays enormous dividends to local
councils when they have connected communities.
What I fear in relation to these festivals in the future
and community grants programs generally is that we
will see a reduction of these sorts of activities due to
rate capping. That would be an incredibly poor
outcome for those communities.

Run Geelong
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — Last Sunday
morning nine-year-old Jeremy and I, with 12 000 other
participants, ran in Run Geelong. This year all funds
raised from the Cotton On Run Geelong event,
presented by GMHBA, will support the redevelopment
of the maternity day assessment unit at Barwon
Health’s University Hospital Geelong. The project also
includes redesigning the Baxter maternity services
entrance and the main reception and waiting area.
In 2014 more than 4200 pregnant women presented to
the maternity day assessment unit for care. Pregnant
women can be referred to the unit for a variety of
reasons, but most commonly it is due to complications
arising during pregnancy. The unit is staffed by
midwives and doctors who assess and monitor the
health of pregnant women and their unborn babies. The
team within the maternity day assessment unit work
tirelessly in their small space to treat every woman and
their family with compassion and respect.
The community’s need for the maternity day
assessment unit has grown by 10 per cent in the past
five years and continues to do so. A redevelopment of
the current service will create a more spacious
environment to welcome families into Baxter maternity
services and the maternity day assessment unit. The
redesign will provide improved comfort for expecting
mothers by including recliner chairs for women
presenting who do not require their assessment on a
bed.
I congratulate all those involved in the Cotton On fun
run on Sunday and the organisers on raising an
estimated $362 000. It is very important funding for the
maternity day assessment unit at Barwon Health’s
University Hospital Geelong.

Melbourne Cup
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — What a month
it has been for western Victoria in the field of sport.
Ballarat-based horse trainer Darren Weir and his team,
along with the training support team in Warrnambool,
strapper Stevie Payne and of course Melbourne Cup
winning jockey Michelle Payne have done the
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electorate proud. It is an absolute testimony that this
six-year-old gelding, Prince of Penzance, along with the
hardworking group of racing professionals and
enthusiasts, was able to outdo what the rest of the world
had come to do.
Michelle Payne’s win is historic, but I particularly look
forward to hearing her fresh voice in challenging the
racing industry and pursuing gender equality in the
sport. May her winning race colours — the colours of
the suffragettes — green for hope, white for peace and
purple for dignity, continue to hold her in good stead as
she continues to break new ground.
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shoulder, it is often impossible for a vet to repair the
bone, and even when recovery is possible, it is unlikely
that the horse will ever race again. Studies have found
that almost 40 per cent of racehorses leave the industry
every year due to illness, injury or other problems. A
few lucky ones are saved by caring individuals or horse
rescue organisations or are used for other purposes.
We need more transparency and a plan to reduce
wastage in the horse racing industry. The Coalition for
the Protection of Racehorses has proposed that 1 per
cent of all betting turnover be used to establish a
retirement plan for horses.

Kerryn Manning

Sister Christiane Samaha

Ms TIERNEY — Given the excitement around the
Melbourne Cup you could have been forgiven for not
noticing another woman, Kerryn Manning, also
creating history. She became the first woman to win
New Zealand harness racing’s premier cup, the New
Zealand Trotting Cup (group 1) in Christchurch.
Ms Manning hails from Great Western in my
electorate, where the welcome sign on the border of the
town declares it ‘the home town of Kerryn Manning,
world champion harness racing driver’.

Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — My
statement today concerns Sister Christiane Samaha,
mother coordinator of the Basilian Chouerite Sisters in
my electorate. In 2007 Sister Christiane arrived in
Australia as a missionary. She has, I understand, now
returned home to Lebanon, leaving a lasting legacy that
will bring many long-term benefits to the
Australian-Lebanese and Middle Eastern community in
Australia. Her tireless efforts and achievements in
education and social welfare are too numerous to
recount, but I can say that she is a wonderful example
of high moral values coupled with an extraordinary
intellect. She has shone her light on countless children
and elderly people who I know will never forget her. I
wish her good fortune and good health wherever in the
world she decides to go to spread her compassionate
caring and teaching skills.

Kerryn has driven more than 3500 winners and has a
habit of making history. This recent win is particularly
special, given that she not only drove Arden Rooney to
victory but also trained the horse, becoming the first
Australian to train the winner of this race since 1987.
Congratulations to all involved on securing these
significant and important wins.

Racehorses
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — As
members would be aware, three-time Melbourne Cup
runner-up and Australian crowd favourite Red Cadeaux
was euthanised 17 days after sustaining injuries in the
Melbourne Cup on 3 November. I have no doubt that
those close to the horse and the general public are
saddened by his injury and his death, as am I. The
injury and death of Red Cadeaux in such a high-profile
event has meant there has been a great deal of public
attention and concern for the fate of this particular
horse. However, it also shines a light on the largely
hidden fate of other horses. The Black Caviars and Red
Cadeauxs of the industry are few and far between.
What is the life of a racehorse really like?
Around 31 000 thoroughbreds and a similar number of
standardbreds will be in training or racing at any one
time in Australia. Many of those are injured on the
track or in training. When a horse breaks a leg or a

Winton Wetlands
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria) — I wish to use my
members statement today to promote the Winton
Wetlands Save Our Sea Eagles project, which has
launched an online crowdfunding campaign. Sadly
there are only 100 breeding pairs of white-bellied sea
eagles in Victoria, making each pair critically important
for the species’ wider conservation.
The Winton Wetlands has been identified as a
significant site on a national scale, and three nests have
been identified. The Winton Wetlands aims to
permanently conserve the white-bellied sea eagle sites
by restricting access within 1 kilometre of the nests and
exploring other protection measures to support the
successful breeding of the species. A key innovation
will be the use of a remote access camera trained on the
nesting site. Footage will be transmitted to the
information centre in the Mokoan Hub and Cafe.
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In a first, the Labor government is partnering with
Pozible, Australia’s foremost crowdfunding platform,
to promote the threatened species conservation
campaign. The exciting thing about this project is that
the money raised through the site will be matched
dollar for dollar by the state government up to a total of
$50 000. I encourage anyone who is passionate about
conservation and helping to save our species to get
behind the Winton Wetlands campaign.

GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
move:
That this house condemns the Andrews Labor government on
its first year in office, a year of putting politics before people
and failing Victorian families as a result of economic
mismanagement, infrastructure projects cancelled or stalled,
service delivery failing, increased burdens on business,
election commitments broken, factional fighting and
inappropriate union influence.

Victorians did not get the government they were
promised. Prior to the election we saw very clear
commitments, promises and spin, and what we have
seen since is all talk and no action, no delivery and no
outcomes, and Victorian families are feeling it. In the
government’s first 100 days this house supported a
motion that characterised the government in terms of
lies, confusion, excuses and spin. This house and the
Victorian community, when reflecting on the first year
of the Andrews Labor government, can detail so many
failures, and areas where the rhetoric has not matched
the reality and where Victorian families have been
failed as a result of the Andrews Labor government.
This is a government that, when in opposition said a lot
to appease and appeal to different communities before
the election, and it has consistently failed to deliver
since. It is a government that said that every job is
worth fighting for and that it will create 100 000 new
full-time jobs, yet it is 95 000 behind that target. It is a
government that said that there would be no
compensation for ripping up the east–west link contract
because it was not worth the paper it was written on,
but Victorians are now lumped with an $857 million
bill — signed, sealed and delivered by Daniel Andrews
and his government.
It is a government that is beholden to the unions, it is a
government that has punished small business with two
new public holidays and two small business ministers;
and it is a government that has cut cancer beds for
Victorians needing that vital healthcare treatment. It is a
government that has already been caught cooking the
books. It is basically failing the tenets of accountability
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and transparency while at the same time ministers are
flying high, making coffee and prioritising the things
that make themselves comfortable in this role. Daniel
Andrews leads a government that has disconnected
itself from the Victorian community and that is
represented by the self-interests of the union movement
and the labour movement. This is a problem. and
Victorian families are hurting as a result of the inaction
of the government, its inability to deliver and the
narrow interests it supports.
Let us look at some of the experiences of Victorian
families. When it comes to full-time jobs,
5000 full-time jobs have been created in the
government’s first year when the promise was
100 000 new full-time jobs. The government is now
lauding part-time jobs in sharp contrast with what it did
in opposition. At the same time funded student training
places have declined, so not only are jobs not being
created but the pipeline of people with skills and
training is diminishing as well.
Our roads are congested and getting worse. I cannot tell
you the number of times people say to us that they are
feeling the increase in travel times each and every day.
In public transport for the first time in a generation we
have seen strikes across all the different public transport
types. That has meant that families cannot get to their
jobs, cannot get to health services and cannot get to the
community activities they need, and all because the
unions have been flexing their muscle as payback from
this government. Victorians have been promised that
they will get home safe when the weekend overnight
public transport trial starts in the new year, but if you
are not a premium station, apparently getting home safe
is not a priority for you either.
It is harder to get into care; numbers in our emergency
departments are increasing and the wait times are
increasing as well. It is taking longer to get an elective
surgery operation. People are waiting, the waiting lists
are extending and the times on the waiting list are
extending. People are having trouble accessing the
health services they need.
If you live in rural and regional Victoria, that is just bad
luck. The government is slow to respond to issues of
concern, it is unable to provide public transport services
that deliver on people’s needs and there has been a
minuscule investment in things like health capital
relative to what this city-centric government invests for
Melburnians.
Then we have small business families. We heard
yesterday from the Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade that the new public holidays are
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all about families spending time together. But for
hundreds of thousands of small business owners, that
meant spending time together in their small businesses
working because they could not afford to pay their staff.
They worked themselves after making the decision to
open. The feedback has been comprehensive. They did
not want it and they do not want it, but their concerns
are falling on the deaf ears of the minister.

Labor’s election promises, including the Melbourne
Metro rail project, were fully costed, they were
affordable and they were achievable. But after the
election we once again see the reality of it, with
numbers exposed as rubbery and unreliable, with the
Metro rail project having a shortfall of just around
$9 billion. How is that fully costed, fully affordable and
fully achievable? It is unfunded.

This is a government that prior to the election made a
rock-solid guarantee that there would be no impact on
budget surplus predictions, no increase in net debt, no
increase in taxes and no impact on Victoria’s coveted
AAA credit rating. Now we find that under Daniel
Andrews and Treasurer Tim Pallas, Labor is handing
down budget deficits and increasing net debt.
Victorians have seen new and increased taxes, and
Victoria’s AAA credit rating must be at risk.

Debt is rising under Labor. Debt of $1.1 billion since
the election has now risen by another $673 million in
just the three months from July — a total of $1.7 billion
since Labor came to power. This is debt gone crazy.
This is debt that is consistent with what we see from
Labor governments, and the economic vandalism of the
Labor Party continues. It is so clearly in their DNA.

Time and time again the rhetoric beforehand and even
now does not match the reality in terms of
infrastructure investment, service delivery and
performance, and the impact that that is having on a
day-to-day basis on Victorian families. I want to spend
some time today going through each of those areas so
that members can understand some of the examples. I
know that some of my colleagues will spend some time
on the issues as well.
Labor is the epitome of economic mismanagement, and
the east–west link contract is just one very clear, very
simple, very public example of that. East–west link
compensation has ballooned out to at least
$857 million, and it could still possibly be so much
more. For Victorian families that amount of money
could have been invested in the areas of vital need.
When you think about it, Bendigo Hospital,
$630 million; the Mernda rail line, $700 million;
X’trapolis trains, $22 million per train; and even a new
ambulance station, including land, $2 million on
average in outer suburban areas. These are things that
we are forgoing because of $857 million being paid to
not build a road — $857 million for nothing. It is a real
loss for Victorian families, and every day people say to
me, ‘We know that it must be built; we’ve just spent a
huge amount of money not building it, but that money
will have to be spent again for the same things so that
ultimately our road network can be what it needs to be’.
In his first state budget the Treasurer handed down
budget papers claiming he would deliver a $900 million
surplus, but we have had from the Auditor-General
confirmation that in fact for the first time in a
generation the budget actually has a $286 million
deficit — the contrast of the rhetoric versus the reality.
Before the election the now Treasurer said that all of

A result of all of these economic failures is some
damage to our international reputation. I have been told
on numerous occasions that sovereign risk is now
actively considered in making decisions about investing
in Victoria because of the decisions of the Andrews
Labor government. Not only is it having an impact for
Victoria but it is having ramifications across the
country and across the world.
At the heart of not performing on the economic front is
not performing in relation to the commitment to jobs:
the 100 000 new full-time jobs that were promised.
Victoria now finds itself where all historical records
would need to be broken to achieve this target of an
additional 95 000 jobs in the next 12 months. We have
also had a change of rhetoric from the government.
Now the government is spouting an increase in
part-time employment as a hallmark of success. It was
full-time jobs before the election; it is part-time jobs
after the election, and we consistently get answers that
seek to mask the reality of what is happening with jobs
for Victorians.
Daniel Andrews’s marquee jobs policy, the Back to
Work program, has absolutely failed to fire. In the first
three months only 164 Victorians were employed part
time or full time under this program, and more money
was spent advertising the program than on the grants
that were actually awarded families. Most electorates,
including the Premier’s own electorate, did not have
any jobs under this program. Since December 2014,
when Daniel Andrews came to office, of the
43 018 jobs Tim Pallas highlights in Victoria, only
4429 have been full-time jobs, yet it was the same Tim
Pallas who criticised the coalition in October 2013,
stating:
With 80 per cent of newly created jobs being part time … we
are seeing increasingly insecure employment and increasingly
less work for those who are employed, which speaks loudly
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about an economy that is coming to a grinding halt and
rapidly becoming a dead weight on the Australian economy.

That was 80 per cent of the new jobs being part time. If
members are wondering what proportion of the jobs
under Daniel Andrews are part time, the answer is
89.7 per cent. Those opposite are lauding it as a success
when just a couple of short years ago they were saying
that basically it is a grind on the economy and a dead
weight in terms of our performance. Once again the
rhetoric before does not match the rhetoric or the reality
afterwards.
We know the Premier continues to push ahead without
a mandate for a 70-year monopoly on the port of
Melbourne, despite business, industry, community and
environmental concerns and despite an election
commitment from Labor for the need for a second
container port. In his own Port of Hastings Land Use
and Transport Strategy, Tim Pallas said:
No other port location offers the same overall advantages as
Hastings and it holds major economic potential for the state of
Victoria.

Daniel Andrews also said a second container port was
essential for job creation and growth. Now what we
have is a Victorian government seeking a monopoly for
70 years for the sale of the port of Melbourne so that it
can maximise the revenue now and basically put a
mortgage on our children’s economic future. It is bad
economically and it is bad politically, but Tim Pallas
and Daniel Andrews are just so desperate for money
that they are prepared to sacrifice the generations of
tomorrow for a quick dollar today.
We know this is part of Labor’s DNA. We know that at
the heart of it taxpayer dollars are being wasted, as are
their opportunities for the future. No matter where we
look, infrastructure projects are cancelled or stalled. We
see the Minister for Roads and Road Safety asleep at
the wheel. The Minister for Public Transport is
interested in a great selection of fluoro jackets and hard
hats but not action. We have a Minister for Industry
who has been absent.
I think Victorians are very frustrated. They are
frustrated and angry that this government spent
$857 million not to build a road. They are angry that the
West Gate distributor, which was taken to the election
as a shovel-ready project, is now on the scrap heap. The
western distributor, its replacement, ends in another
T-intersection in Melbourne and sits as this government
dithers and fails to make decisions about what is
needed, and motorists sit in increasingly congested
traffic as a result. Many of the 50 level crossings that
were promised have now been pushed off into another
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term of government. The only action and funding that
has happened is that which was largely progressed
under the previous coalition government. We see
stations like South Yarra, one of the busiest stations,
now not part of the Melbourne Metro project.
One of the things that has really cut to the core,
particularly for country Victorians, was the cutting of
the country roads and bridges program — money that
used to go to every single council so that they could
repair their roads and bridges and make significant
maintenance and upgrade decisions in relation to that
infrastructure. It was a $160 million program over four
years, and the funds were paid directly to those
councils. Realising that it had made a dramatic mistake,
a rushed attempt by way of a $35.8 million program to
strengthen 48 bridges in regional Victoria was
announced by the government. It was still a significant
cut to the overall program, but was a token gesture to
country Victorians. The problem, however, was that
when it was analysed — when that money for Victorian
roads and bridges was looked at — it was evident that
10 of the bridges were city bridges within the vicinity
of the Premier’s own electorate.
This is not about investing in country roads and
bridges; this is about investing in Melbourne as a
priority to the detriment of country areas. This is
something I do not believe country Victorians have
forgiven Daniel Andrews for and will not forgive him
for into the future. This is combined with the rate
capping promise of this government, which will limit
the capacity of all councils and particularly country
councils to fund those infrastructure and maintenance
needs. Money has been pulled with one hand and the
capacity to raise any income to address the gaps and
shortages has been removed with the other.
What we have seen from this government time and time
again is rhetoric in one context and reality in another.
The Melbourne Metro rail project is another example of
exactly that situation. In April the Premier and the
minister were saying that planning work had
determined that building the tunnel above the city loop
at a depth of about 10 metres instead of below it at
more than 40 metres was the best option for commuters
and that burying the platforms more than 12 storeys
underground was impractical for commuters and not
safe in the event of an emergency. Then in October we
heard that the line will be pushed deeper, with the new
CBD South station to sit 28 metres below the street and
the CBD North station to sit 37 metres underground.
This government has no clue as to what it is doing. One
month it is one announcement, the next month it is
absolutely the opposite.
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I have got to say that nothing could be more symbolic
of putting politics ahead of people than the decision by
Daniel Andrews and the Minister for Health, Jill
Hennessy, to cut 42 beds from the Victorian
Comprehensive Cancer Centre. Almost 40 per cent of
patients at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre are
already privately insured. This would have allowed
some of them to access the new Peter Mac Private as
well as attracting additional clients to these
state-of-the-art facilities. In an ideological decision,
because it has never been explained, this government
decided to just remove the capacity for those 42 beds. It
decided to incur the additional cost and to remove the
capacity for expanded treatment, expanded clinical
research and expanded attractiveness to our researchers
in Australia and overseas — just pulled the pin on it.
There has been no solution, no proposal and no idea of
what to do with that space. Space for things like clinical
trials, co-location and for researchers to come on board
was already well and truly covered. This was additional
expansion space that could have been used for the
benefit of Victorians with cancer, but with a stroke of a
pen it was ruled out on a purely ideological basis by
this Labor government.
The issue at its heart is that Victorian families suffer as
a result of the decisions of this government. I want to
touch on a few other aspects of this issue. No-one
wanted and no-one asked for an additional public
holiday on grand final parade day, certainly not
Victorian small businesses. But, as we have heard,
under the direction of Trades Hall Council this public
holiday was committed to and, despite all the evidence
contraindicating it, was gazetted and went ahead at a
severe economic cost to Victorian small businesses and
a severe personal and social cost to the families who
work in these small businesses, which had to pay
additional costs and may have had to choose to close
but still pay as a result of the additional public holiday.
It was an absolute tragedy. For some small businesses it
was a tragic consequence of a Labor government that is
not prepared to listen to the voices, even when that
consultation is requested. The request is ignored, and it
is the reality of this Labor government that it pretends
to undertake processes but they have predetermined
outcomes. From the answers given yesterday by the
Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade it
looks like this exact process is happening again.
We have had an attack on special religious instruction
in our schools despite a pre-election commitment from
the Deputy Premier and Minister for Education not to
do so. I am sure my colleague Mr Finn will speak on
this, but we have seen the democratic vote to create a
new city of Sunbury overturned — the government has
overturned the decision of the people to once again
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fulfil its political agenda. Homesafe has blown out by
over $33 million before it has even started because of a
failure to plan for protective services officers (PSOs)
and now, we hear, a failure to put PSOs on many of the
stations. Even funding of $15 million for school
uniforms, shoes, books and stationery was cut from the
former coalition government’s $42 million program to
assist disadvantaged families. We have had riots in our
corrections systems. We have had genuine community
representatives on water boards sacked to appoint
Labor dignitaries. We have community anger — and I
am sure my colleague from Ballarat will speak to
this — about the failure to deliver Ballarat rail services.
Time and time again promises have been made and not
delivered. Ambulance response times have not
significantly changed, despite Daniel Andrews’s
promise to fix them. According to the Minister for
Training and Skills’ own training market report, silently
released online, TAFEs are receiving less funding
under Daniel Andrews. The number of
government-subsidised enrolments declined by 14 per
cent in 2015 compared to the same period in 2014. The
Minister for Youth Affairs says she knows nothing
about the youth unemployment rate and then tries to
cover it up with part-time jobs not full-time jobs, rather
than accepting the reality. There was no burn officer on
the grand final parade public holiday, which led to an
out-of-control fire the next day that put lives at risk and
ruined property for so many.
This is a failure of the government to deliver what it
promised. It is amazing that we have less police today
than we did 12 months ago. This must be one of the
first governments ever to not invest in our police force,
which does such vital and important work. There has
been a reduction in hours at many police stations,
leaving them comprehensively closed to the public or
not open on a 24-hour basis. What we see on the other
hand is those with the IOUs, those who are seeking the
election payback, coming in and flexing their muscles
at the Premier. The people who handed out those Labor
how-to-vote cards are banging down the doors of the
ministers, requesting quid pro quo for the work that was
done to get this Labor government in place.
Victorians should be concerned. There is a 60 per cent
pay rise demand from the United Firefighters Union,
meetings between the Construction, Forestry, Mining
and Energy Union and the planning minister’s office,
significant demands on the table from the Community
and Public Sector Union as the public service enterprise
bargaining agreement negotiations commence, and
claims of undue influence of the Shop, Distributive and
Allied Employees Association in the Premier’s own
office by one of his then own ministers. This is a
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government that puts the people of Victoria a
significant second to the unions and those it needs to
pay back for helping it to get elected.
Since December 2014, 14 500 days have been lost in
Victoria to industrial disputes. This is more than twice
as many days lost to disputes as in New South Wales,
and it accounts for one in every 2.5 days lost to disputes
in Australia. Victoria is becoming the strike capital
because of the payback being asked of this Labor
government by the unions. We have a Premier who has
been absorbed in dealing with factional Labor Party
politics, on the one hand sacrificing a factional leader
but on the other hand not dealing with another — very
inconsistent. The findings of the royal commission into
trade unions are not being dealt with, not being
addressed and not being resolved as the Premier once
again dithers in the face of significant evidence.
This is Labor. This is what we have consistently had
from the Labor government: a failure to deliver, a
failure to invest in infrastructure, a failure to actually
commence any new initiatives, a failure to manage our
economy, a failure to improve on service delivery,
increased burdens on business, commitments broken
and, behind it all, factional infighting and union
influence. It is Labor — it is the Labor we know so
well. It means that Victorian families have not been
able to appreciate and enjoy an improved quality of life,
improved access to services or the ability to get home to
their families to spend more time with children and
partners because of the congestion on our roads. We
know that the Victorian community knows this. We
know that they know the government has a focus on
itself and on its mates rather than on improving the
quality of life for all Victorians.
I urge all members of this chamber to support this
motion. Victorians deserve better than what they have
experienced over the last year under this Labor
government. We do not want three more years of the
same. Things need to change for Victorians.
Unfortunately the track record of Labor is consistent,
and what we have seen in the first year is consistent
with what we have seen in the past. This is a motion
that deserves the support of this chamber, and I
commend it to the house.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I was just
reading motion 195, and I think a couple of words have
been omitted from its long list of matters. I am not sure
if it was an oversight, a typo or — heaven forbid! — an
error in transcription in the preparation of the notice
paper. Amongst the many failures of the government in
its first year across health, education and the economy, I
was expecting to come to the words ‘climate change’. I
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will not be moving an amendment to this effect, but I
will write myself a little note at the bottom that I hope it
is not the proposition of the mover that it is okay to get
it right on the economy but fail on climate change or
vice versa.
I suppose the mover’s difficulty is that her thesis was
that the government promised certain things and it has
not delivered them, but in the area of global warming
the government in effect did not promise anything
substantive, so to say it has failed its own test would not
really fit with the thrust of the mover’s argument. All
members and all modern political parties should
understand it is impossible to move forward with an
economic agenda without seeking to deal with the
biggest and what will be for a long time the most
challenging global issue — that is, global warming. We
cannot have an economic agenda on a separate track.
The two must be integrated, and it is quite notable how
this government has failed to articulate how it intends to
do that.
This motion writes off the government as a complete
failure. I do not know that the ordinary citizen in the
street would necessarily agree with that sentiment. My
feeling is that what people out there know of the
government’s agenda is pretty minimal. It involves the
removal of a bunch of level crossings basically and
stopping the east–west link. The public seems to be
aware that it has done those two things. What it is that
they think the government might get on with for the
next three years I am not too sure.
But it is hard to describe the government’s efforts on
global warming as anything other than a failure. First of
all, it has extended the life of various unconventional
gas drilling licences and then announced an inquiry into
that. It has approved ongoing coal exploration permits
and then announced an inquiry into that. It has cut the
feed-in tariff paid to a large proportion of solar owners
by 20 per cent and then announced an inquiry into
that — an inquiry that is in fact being conducted by the
Essential Services Commission into the commission’s
own decision to cut the solar payment. It has got a
review going on into how well the Climate Change
Act 2010 is functioning, when in fact the Climate
Change Act is not functioning. The Climate Change
Act does not have a target in it and therefore it is
ineffectual. Nevertheless the government has
announced an inquiry — not into what its aspiration on
global warming ought to be but into whether its
neutered Climate Change Act is in fact functioning.
It has also got underway a process — you could call it
an inquiry if you like — into what it ought to be doing
about renewable energy. It has announced a 20 per cent

GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE
Wednesday, 25 November 2015

COUNCIL

renewable aspirational target. Anybody who
understands the energy industry, as green energy
market traders such as Ric Brazzale have pointed out,
knows that it requires the government to do exactly
nothing. It is like writing yourself a to-do list in the
morning of things that you have already done, and then
with great satisfaction scrubbing them out and giving
yourself the rest of the day off. So much for action on
renewables, but more fool us who accepted a promise
from Premier Dan Andrews, as Leader of the
Opposition, that, if elected, he would tell us what his
renewable energy policy was. That was the promise. It
was not to take action on renewables but, if elected, to
develop a policy for renewables.
Mr Drum — Was it an ambitious policy, and
optimistic?
Mr BARBER — Mr Drum, one could roll through
the list of superlatives and play a political bingo card. It
does get a bit wearing after a while for those of us
directly engaged in these issues. ‘World-class public
transport’ is another one that sends people off their
rocker when they are hearing about more signal faults
and know that the project to upgrade signals was
cancelled. But it is surprising that, with a political party
that has had four years in opposition to think about it
and 12 months with all the resources of government to
do something about it, we do not actually have an
agenda on global warming.
The government has, however, done one thing that I
applaud. It has increased the Victorian energy
efficiency target. Having locked that in, we can now
expect to see further examples of the phenomena we
have been seeing — that is, either the mothballing,
downgrading or in some cases foreclosure of coal-fired
power stations connected to the south-east Australian
grid.
The government has also got a number of grants it
inherited from the previous government, which were
offered to various people who have got various wacky,
out-there ideas of what to do with coal now that no
coal-fired power station is ever going to be built again.
The government has had those sitting in its in-tray for
12 months, and at the end of 12 months it has decided
what it ought to do is have an inquiry into it. At the
same time there is the perpetual idea of allocating coal
from the Latrobe Valley peripheral areas where coal is
not currently allocated to a coal-fired power station.
That expression of interest process was kicked off by
the previous government. It has been sitting in the
in-tray of the Minister for Energy and Resources over
the past 12 months, and last week she announced an
inquiry into it.
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The government loves talking about what the federal
government should do or might do. It loves talking
about global action on climate change, and it seems to
be revelling in the Paris summit that is going to occur
almost immediately. I am not sure whether any state
government representatives will be attending the Paris
summit or what it is that they might actually take in
their state of Victoria show bags that they could
distribute.
One thing the government could do immediately, which
would certainly get it noticed on the global scale, is
protect Victoria’s forests from continued logging and
woodchipping. These are the most carbon-dense
ecosystems on earth. A cessation of logging in those
forests would immediately start to draw down CO2
from the atmosphere and replenish those carbon banks.
Who knows? Greg Hunt, the federal Minister for the
Environment, may even put his hand up to buy those
resulting carbon credits from the state of Victoria in
return for a pledge to permanently protect the forests, so
there would be a win-win there. But I am not aware that
the government is moving in that direction. In fact the
policy it took to the election was that there would be an
inquiry into it — or, I should say, a stakeholder
working group. Twelve months have gone by, and only
just now have the terms of reference for that working
group been established.
Amongst all that — take out all the good feelings and
great enthusiasm with which they announced the
budding-off of numerous reviews into every aspect of
the energy market and action on global warming — it
has been a completely wasted 12 months on a crisis
issue, where there is absolutely no time to waste. At
least on that particular aspect of governmental
performance that ought to be a standard plank of every
single jurisdiction on earth — federal, state and local —
the government really has very little to show, except for
bits of paper moving around.
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria) — It is with
pleasure that I rise to speak on the motion put by those
opposite. I will say at the outset that the government
will not be supporting this motion.
Having demonstrated so unequivocally during their
time in office that they neither knew what good
government was, let alone had a clue about how to
deliver it, it is not surprising that those opposite are
unable to recognise it now when it is staring them in the
face. Good government starts with conversation,
communication and consultation. It starts long before
the writs are issued and the ballot boxes are opened. It
starts before being elected to office. We had those
conversations right across the state. We listened and we
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learned. We developed an understanding of what was
vital, what was critical and what was important to
Victorians to ensure that they had better lives as a result
of our decisions.
From this extensive communication we developed our
commitments, and we took those to the election —
commitments we have stood by and sought to honour
every day since, through the introduction of legislation,
through our first budget and through our ongoing
interactions with the community. Some of what we had
to do was fix the mess left behind by the dysfunctional,
ineffectual and deeply flawed former government.
Ending the war on our hardworking paramedics was
one of our first acts. I met with a number of paramedics
from northern Victoria during the campaign. One of
them sat at a cafe with me and the candidate for Euroa
in the Assembly and explained that he had only ever
voted Liberal his entire life. He said he was so
thoroughly disgusted by what was happening to him
and his work colleagues across the north not only that
he would not only vote Labor for the first time, but
would never vote Liberal again.
We listened and understood that our health sector was
struggling, so we have invested an extra $2.1 billion in
hospitals, ambulances and health programs. We
enshrined nurse-to-patient ratios in law, protecting
quality of care now and for future generations. We
heard loud and clear that parents of school-age kids
were doing it tough, so we introduced funding to help
with the costs of uniforms, camps and excursions,
because no kid should ever miss out.
Victoria’s unemployment rate was at its highest in
13 years, and in particular in northern Victoria where
youth unemployment was skyrocketing. As further
testament to their not having a clue, what did those
opposite do? They decimated the TAFE system, and in
doing so denied thousands of country kids a future of
opportunity and hope. This was neither good nor
effective government. On assuming office, it was but
another mess we needed to fix. This came in the form
of a $320 million injection to bring the TAFE system
back from the brink.
To further help the communities of northern Victoria
get back on their feet, we recently committed
$2 million to establish skills and job centres in
Wangaratta, Shepparton and Wodonga. And last week I
was happy to join my Northern Victoria Region
colleague Steve Herbert, who is the Minister for
Training and Skills, to make further announcements of
$8.4 million for GOTAFE and $3.7 million for
Wodonga TAFE to bolster training in these areas.
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The new skills and training hubs will be the go-to
places for students looking for training, workers
wanting to reskill and employers looking to fill
vacancies. They were great visits, and the hubs were
really welcomed by the TAFEs, the students, the staff
and the communities.
We have delivered a $45 million Ice Action Plan. This
was in the first 100 days of forming government. We
took decisive action on a crisis that is devastating
families. We listened to parents and we listened to the
police and to those working in the drug and alcohol
sector, and we were left under no illusion; this is a
problem that needs a comprehensive and decisive
solution. We have acted, and we will continue to do so
to bring the tragedy that this drug is wreaking on
Victoria to an end.
We will use the $200 million Agriculture Infrastructure
and Jobs Fund to grow the regional economy and invest
in the fastest growing industries, including food and
fibre and new energy. We are working together to
maximise the potential of these industries and to grow
their capacity as local employers and successful
businesses.
We have introduced no jab, no play legislation,
ensuring that children will be fully immunised before
their parents can enrol them in child care or
kindergarten, because the health of our kids matters
more than anything else — you need only ask the
parent of a sick child.
We have cracked down on puppy farms and introduced
tough new measures to support animal welfare, because
puppies belong in a family and certainly not a factory.
The angst in our community about animal cruelty was
clearly articulated and vehemently expressed, and we
listened and we have acted to bring about the end of
this cruel and unacceptable practice.
In my electorate of Northern Victoria Region the
government has funded $500 000 for the Euroa
saleyards upgrade, along with $500 000 for the
Wangaratta saleyards facilities, which are critical to the
towns and regions in which they reside. Locals in both
towns highlighted to us just how significant their
saleyards are to the local economy, and we listened, we
committed and we acted. It was a pleasure to visit the
Wangaratta saleyards with the Premier just last week to
view the progress of that project.
We have committed $500 000 over four years for
young farmer scholarships. We understand that we
absolutely must encourage and support the next
generation to ensure the long-term sustainability and

GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE
Wednesday, 25 November 2015

COUNCIL

viability of our agricultural sector, the future of which is
bright and exciting and filled with potential.
We have established a ministerial wine industry
advisory group to help grow this significant local
industry across the state, the country and indeed the
world. The opportunity for wine growers across the
state is enormous. We understand this because we have
listened, and we will continue to collaborate with the
sector to help it grow and develop.
Something I am particularly passionate about — and of
course it is fitting given that we are in the week of
White Ribbon Day and I have managed to pull an
orange jacket that I do not wear very often out of the
wardrobe to recognise the Victoria Against Violence
campaign, which starts today and goes over the next
16 days — is family violence. When it comes to family
violence we are taking action, including the royal
commission into a tragedy that has resulted in at least
one woman being killed almost every week in this
country and the damning statistic that one in three
women has experienced physical or sexual violence.
Our actions on family violence are extensive and broad
ranging. Aside from the royal commission they include
$1.2 million for family violence duty officers at the
Magistrates Court and $500 000 to reduce waiting lists
for court-ordered men’s behaviour change programs.
Good government is about taking on the challenges and
issues and finding the solutions that work. That is what
we are doing, and that is what we will continue to do
until women stop dying and children stop suffering at
the hands of partners or former partners.
We established and are actively working with the
regional transport advisory group, which I am part of.
We are going to continue our dialogue with regional
communities about what they need to better develop
connectivity and transport solutions that meet their
needs. Thousands of people across the state have shared
their views with us, making this one of the biggest
public consultations ever.
Those opposite who were party to the process that
signed us up to a great big extensive road to nowhere
with a dodgy side letter, costing Victorians millions,
and all without a single conversation with the Victorian
people, should take note of how it is supposed to be
done. You listen, you learn, you develop policy, you act
in the best interests of Victorians and you govern for all
Victorians. Good government is not difficult, but it is
very hard work and requires ongoing vigilance and
diligence. It is not difficult to see why those opposite
cannot recognise it, having never been part of it. Good
government to them is foreign, unfamiliar and beyond
their grasp, hence the absurdity of the motion before us
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today. Indeed their experience of government went
something like this:
There once was a man named Baillieu,
Who led a team that had not a clue.
Not how to govern, nor how to lead,
Of the voters’ voice they took no heed.
So appallingly bad did the situation get,
They replaced him with a country vet.
A man named Shaw was pulling the strings,
Around them all he was running rings.
The work of government was pushed aside,
As they fought and battled about who had lied.
When they finally decided it was time to act,
The voters were ready to have them sacked.
But not deterred, they bulldozed on through,
Signing for a road, costs of which no-one knew.
Election day came, it was time for a slating
Emergency workers, with bats were waiting
History recorded a first-term government lost
When you don’t listen, don’t do, that is the cost.

Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — I want to
congratulate Ms Wooldridge for bringing this motion to
the house, and I wish to address a few issues that are
pertinent to me both as a regional member of
Parliament and as a member who had responsibility for
some portfolios in which I wish to highlight what this
government has or has not done in its one year in office.
Firstly, we need to be very clear here that four days
before the election the now Premier was on radio, and
he said time and time again, ‘We will tear up the
contracts for the east–west link because it will not cost
Victorians 1 cent’. He then said, ‘We know about the
side letter’. So there is none of this opportunity for the
government to say that when Daniel Andrews was
elected Premier he did not know about the side letter;
four days before the election Daniel Andrews said that
he knew all about the side letter. He knew exactly what
he was saying. He out and out lied to the people of
Victoria when he said to them, ‘I’m going to tear up the
contracts. I am going to show you the contracts next
week, by the way’. That was a promise he also broke,
because it took him over six months.
Ms Shing — Side letter.
Mr DRUM — He knew about the side letter. He
knew all about it prior to the election, and he said that
he would disclose the lot and that he would tear the
contracts up.
Ms Shing interjected.
Mr DRUM — He knew about everything, and he
then effectively lied to the people of Victoria, knowing
that he was never going to release those contracts and
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knowing that when he tore the contracts up he was
going to cost Victorians many millions of dollars.
Mrs Peulich — On a point of order, Acting
President, I am trying to listen to Mr Drum and his
excellent contribution. Ms Shing has said, ‘Side letter’
about nine times, which is just harassment. I ask you to
ask her to restrain herself.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Eideh) —
Order! There is no point of order.
Mr DRUM — Daniel Andrews knew what he was
getting into. He knew what he was saying. He was
absolutely lying to Neil Mitchell. He was lying to the
radio stations — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Eideh) —
Order! I do not think that is an appropriate use of
words.
Mr DRUM — Okay. He was not telling the truth on
the radio. He was not telling the truth to the radio
announcer and not telling the truth to the people of
Victoria. He was not telling the truth when he pledged
that he was going to be able to tear up these contracts
and not cost the Victorian taxpayer 1 cent. It was a
decision Daniel Andrews made that ended up costing
over $870 million. It was money that he was quite
happy to tear up because he effectively got himself into
a situation where he had made these pledges and
promises and was then in a situation where he was
either going to have to back away and build this project
or tear up this money. He knew that what he was saying
was wrong, and he knew that what he was saying was a
mistruth. Effectively that has now cost us over
$870 million.
Premier Andrews then came to Parliament to trumpet
his Back to Work Bill 2014. The first thing this
government did with this Back to Work Bill was to
legislate for two public holidays, one of them being the
Friday before the AFL Grand Final. As Ms Wooldridge
said, this is a public holiday that nobody asked for and a
public holiday nobody wanted. He again found himself
in a position where he had to follow through on this
brain fade and follow through on one of the most
ridiculous pieces of leadership that state governments
have ever seen, while full-time jobs are going down
against a target that was supposed to see 200 full-time
equivalent jobs introduced in this state. We now have
10 000 less jobs than when Labor took government.
All the government could do was simply bring on board
another public holiday — another impost. Ministers
who have met with businesspeople have been told face
to face how damaging this public holiday is to jobs and
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how damaging it is for future employment
opportunities, yet they have continued to get in behind
the Premier because he is too scared to do what is right
for this state. He has been forced to follow through on
this ridiculous public holiday that nobody wanted and
nobody asked for.
As a regional member of Parliament you cannot get to
your feet in this house without reminding Victorians
what this government has taken out of regional
Victoria. You will not hear it from the government, but
it has taken away $100 million from the Local
Government Infrastructure Fund. That is $100 million
that was put into regional councils around Victoria for
councils to complete a whole range of smaller projects.
It was $100 million or, roughly spread, about $2 million
for each of the 48 regional councils. It gave Victorians
living in the regions an amazing array of small local
government projects that were funded by the state
government. It was an investment in regional
communities.
There was another $100 million in the Putting Locals
First program. This was a combination of state
government partnering with local government, which
was also partnering with community groups and
business. This was another $100 million that was put
into regional Victoria by the coalition government to
build projects that had a regional aspect to them. It was
again an incredible benefit to the people of regional
Victoria.
There was another $100 million in the four years the
coalition government was in power invested in the
regions in relation to putting more accessible and
cheaper energy into the regions right around Victoria
for those places that did not have natural gas. There was
a huge impost on communities that did not have access
to natural gas. The coalition government invested
$100 million in those regional towns and communities
to ensure that into the future businesses and households
there would be able to draw on energy at a similar rate
as their city cousins. There is also the country roads and
bridges program, but I think enough has been said
about that.
If you want to total these projects up, it is an amount of
$460 million that has simply been ripped out of
regional Victoria. We have members of the government
who represent regional electorates, and you never hear
them talk about this $460 million that has been ripped
out of regional Victoria. It is an absolute disgrace, and I
think regional Victorians need to start to realise that
before the government did anything it ripped
$460 million out of regional Victoria simply by not
following through on programs that were already in
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place. This is not even talking about the potential for a
further $178 million rail upgrade around the state,
which was our election pledge. Had the coalition won
government there would have been a further
$178 million invested in the regions in relation to
regional rail. But we are not talking about potential
promises versus what this mob is promising or not
promising; we are talking about actual programs that
were in place, in operation and already investing in and
supporting regional development.
I will quickly go on to my portfolios. In relation to
regional development — and I spoke briefly about this
yesterday — it is absolutely disgraceful that the
government has made this state wait for 12 months
before it has released a regional statement. To wait six
or seven months for John Brumby to hand down his
report was bad enough, but then to sit on that report for
four and a half months before the government released
a regional statement that says next to nothing is totally
disrespectful to the people who have been working in
regional offices, in business engagement centres and in
Regional Development Victoria offices, where they
already have a high level of autonomy. They have
already acted with business engagement offices around
the state and have been able to connect and work
hand-in-glove with business on the basis of the very
strong relationship that the Regional Development
Victoria offices have with business, with a view to
being able to grow jobs in regional Victoria. This is
something that has been incredibly important and is
why the previous government set up these regional
offices and made it an intrinsic part of its business to
have very strong relationships with the bigger regional
employers. Those employers that had the opportunity to
put more Victorians into full-time employment had
very strong relationships with Regional Development
Victoria and its business engagement centres.
In relation to sport and recreation, the dollars are
coming out of regional Victoria to fund sport in
regional Victoria. It is a bit of a pea-and-thimble trick
that there are some projects that are getting funded out
of regional development that should have been funded
out of the sports portfolio. There is a reason why they
are not, because when you tally up the figures in the
sports portfolio for the last four years of the coalition
government you find that $137 million was spent on
community sport and regional sporting projects,
including the cities. This government has cut that back
to $100 million. Government members have trumpeted
a program which has $100 million for a community
infrastructure program. It is a direct cut of $37 million.
Not only that, after government members cut the
$37 million from what was previously being spent they
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then went and allocated $73 million. If you happen to
belong to a sporting club anywhere in Victoria and you
have a need for new facilities, then you get the
opportunity to share in $37 million across the entire
state for the next three years. That is all that is left of
this paltry fund because of — you guessed it —
election commitments. This mob has simply burnt the
whole sport and recreation portfolio on getting elected,
and now that those opposite have allocated $73 million
of the $100 million, which is already a cut of
$37 million, they find themselves in a situation where
they are not going to be able to fund the hundreds of
projects that are going to come across their desks in the
same way they came across my desk in the latter part of
2014.
I will also touch on sporting events. Whilst sporting
events are an important part of major events and
tourism in Victoria, they are also a significant part of
sport and recreation in this state. In the latter stages of
the coalition government it was able to deliver for
Victoria a whole raft of events that were going to be
held in 2015, the current year. The work in bringing
those events to Victoria was done through the coalition
era, and I will touch on a few of them. We were able to
bring the opening game of the Asian Cup, the biggest
soccer tournament that has ever been played in
Australia, to Melbourne. We were able to bring the
opening ceremony to Melbourne, and the semifinals
and quarterfinals were also held in Melbourne.
We brought the International Cricket Council (ICC)
Cricket World Cup opening game and the final to
Melbourne. We filled up the MCG with a final between
Australia and New Zealand. It was an amazing final,
with Australia taking out the world cup. Then in the
middle of this year we organised for three soccer teams
from Europe — some of the best teams, if not the best
three teams in the world — to come to the MCG, and
we filled it up three times in one week. It was an
amazing event that we organised. We brought it to the
MCG and filled it up three times. It was the first time
an ICC event had ever been brought to Australia. We
delivered it here to Melbourne, and in catering for the
people of Victoria and those from interstate who turned
up, it certainly returned our investment in spades.
In and amongst all of that we delivered for Victoria
game 2 of the State of Origin Rugby League series,
another event from outside of this state. We were able
to fill the MCG and deliver for the people who love
their Rugby League by bringing that game from the
northern states to Victoria, where again we filled the
MCG.
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This is an amazing array of events that is not part of our
normal calendar of the Australian Open tennis
tournament, the Australian Grand Prix, the Boxing Day
Test or the Spring Racing Carnival and other events
that we take for granted and that we still invest in each
and every year. We put in those other events over and
above our usual calendar of events to make sure that we
maintain our category as the world’s top sporting
venue. We are very proud of what we have been able to
deliver.
As a comparison, let us use what this government has
delivered for Victoria in relation to events from outside.
We all come back to one event — that is, cage fighting.
Ten days ago government members were standing on
their soapboxes absolutely basking in the glory of this
event that simply glorified Ronda Rousey having her
head kicked in until she was unconscious, lying on the
floor, and then her opponent jumped on her and started
pummelling her with fists until she was physically
restrained by the referee.
Tomorrow Premier Daniel Andrews, Minister Fiona
Richardson and Minister Gavin Jennings are going to
stand up in this Parliament and bemoan the concept of
violence, yet 10 days ago they were basking in the
glory of violence that this state has never seen before.
They were basking in the glory of having one lady have
her head kicked in and then having 55 000 people rant,
rave and cheer that this unbridled violence is not just
accepted but welcomed and applauded.
We have a government that is simply basking in the
glory of unbridled violence, the like of which we have
never seen before in this state, yet tomorrow
government members are going to get up and try and
tell us that it has nothing to do with domestic violence.
They will say, ‘The violence that we put on for you last
week has to be compartmentalised, and you have to
forget about that because last week’s message of
violence has nothing to with the message of violence
we want you to take into the future’. Government
members say, ‘It is okay for us to put on an event that
had previously been banned, where we will see a lady
kick another lady in the head until she is unconscious.
Once she is unconscious, we are going to let that other
lady jump on her and pummel her senseless until she is
physically restrained. We are going to bask in the glory
of that decision, yet we will never, ever think that there
is going to be any connection of this violent act with
domestic violence’. I think that government members
are kidding and need to reconsider their stance on this
sport. Anyway, that is one for Premier Andrews and his
ministers to consider, but they should not try and say
one thing to one group of people and then say
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something totally different — the total opposite — to
another.
We have a government the members of which will say
and do anything it takes to stay there. The people who
are going to miss out are the people in regional
Victoria, the people who love true sport and not cage
fighting. Those people love major sporting events that
can fill up the MCG and bring world-class sports that
we have spent an entire generation building up. We
spent $336 million to lock in the Australian Open at
Melbourne Park until 2036, with the three phases of
improvements that we are going to put in, with the
bridge, the media centre and the redevelopment of Rod
Laver Arena. That is a real investment in a sport that
will sell out Rod Laver Arena for a bit over two weeks
early in every year.
The difference is stark. The government will say and do
anything. It will sell mixed messages. It said one thing
before the election in relation to full-time jobs, but now
it is all about part-time jobs. The Minister for Training
and Skills is here. He was incredibly critical of TAFE
numbers when in opposition; now he has a range of
excuses as to why they are not his fault. We have a
whole range of ministers who have simply changed
their tune, changed their tack and changed their
terminology. This signifies one year in government. I
certainly hope they improve their lot.
Mr MULINO (Eastern Victoria) — I do not claim
to be able to match the volume of the previous speaker,
but hopefully I can at least match his accuracy and
context. In what I must say was a rather shrill
contribution, I think Mr Drum really missed the point.
Let us go back to the second half of last year, leading
up to the election. Let us go back to what the previous
government was presiding over. It was presiding over a
state that was growing rapidly — one of the fastest
growing jurisdictions in the advanced world. It was a
state which was facing a number of challenges, a
number of macro-economic and broader economic
headwinds, uncertainty in the global economy, with a
number of our industries under real threat.
What we had was a government that was totally
inwardly focused. We had a government that was
obsessed with a certain Independent member in the
other place, a government that had been in the
doldrums for three and half years, a government that
had done nothing. Then, after three and a half years of
inaction, finally it chose an infrastructure project — an
outrageously poor public policy infrastructure project
with a 45 cent return on the dollar — and attempted to
implement it in the most ham-fisted way, with side
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deals, with poor management and with poor process. It
was a very poor outcome for taxpayers.

once we receive the royal commission report. That is a
good thing.

Not only was there inaction for three and a half years
but there was a growing series of crises. There were a
number of industrial disputes. Perhaps the best known
was the ambulance officers industrial crisis, which had
been unresolved for years, and entirely unnecessarily
so. We had the crisis with the TAFE sector. In a
growing economy — in an economy that is meant to be
adjusting to changing circumstances — the training
sector is vital. This sector had been in crisis for years,
and the government was doing nothing. It was fiddling
while it did not manage its own affairs.

There have been a number of other areas where the
government has delivered on social policy promises.
We can look at education, making this the education
state, with a huge investment in new schools and in
refurbishing schools. We are talking about doubling the
investment in the capital side of schools. It is significant
expenditure, and it is necessary given population
growth and given the years of inaction. The action on
the social agenda is critical. This is something which
the previous speaker on this side talked about, and no
doubt others will in the remainder of this debate.

This was the situation in the lead-up to the last election.
Is it any wonder that the people of Victoria said, ‘We
want something different’? They did get something
different. They got a government that right from the
start got down to fixing up the mess that it inherited.
The ambulance industrial crisis, which had been
lingering for years, was dealt with quickly.

Then there is the economy. I want to spend the next
5 minutes or so talking about how we have righted the
ship there and are now looking forward to developing
further opportunities. As I touched on earlier today, the
last state accounts that were released earlier this week
were very good news for this state. Those opposite may
look through the haystack of good news on the
economy and find a couple of tangential needles of bad
news or try to misrepresent bits and pieces, but let us
look at the big picture on the economy.

When it came to leaders, when it came to a government
that could treat workers with respect — could sit down
at a table and treat the other side with respect and
listen — that situation was resolved. To look at the
TAFE crisis, we now have a sector that is getting back
onto a solid footing. Lilydale TAFE will be opened
next year. It has a great, inspirational plan. We will get
an innovative offering from high school all the way
through to tertiary education. We have immediately
dealt with a number of crises that were festering. That
was one of the reasons the previous government was
turfed out.
In addition, we have developed a proactive, innovative
social agenda. We have moved forward on family
violence in a way that is leading the world, I would
argue. We have put in place a royal commission that
will bring down a much-anticipated report, which the
government will develop a broad-ranging and holistic
response to. That is something which, I believe, has
already shown dividends through raising the profile of
this issue. It is fair to say that this is a bipartisan issue in
large part, notwithstanding the complete red herring of
mixed martial arts raised by Mr Drum. I will not go
down that path; I will not dignify it with a response.
It is fair to say that both sides, through their actions
today and through what people have said in this place,
treat this issue very seriously, and it is fair to say that
this issue is much more on the radar now than it has
been for a long period, if ever, and that is a good thing.
I believe it will be even more on the public policy radar

Our gross state product is growing at 2.5 per cent. That
is a significant increase on the revised figure of 1 per
cent that we saw in 2014–15. That is the single most
important holistic measure of our economic
performance. It is worth noting that this is the first time
in over four years that that number has been higher in
Victoria than in New South Wales, which would rightly
be considered the most comparable state. It is a pace
that is much higher than last year’s and also higher than
the budget estimate of 2.25 per cent. This is a great
result.
I think it is also worth noting that Victoria’s state final
demand of 2.5 per cent in 2014–15 was the second
highest in the country, and this is also a very important
result. It is being driven by a number of components,
including business investment growing at 6.7 per cent
and dwelling investment growing at 6.4 per cent. Those
overall holistic measures are growing at a faster rate
and at a rate that is very favourable when compared to
comparable economies.
This is reflected in another oft-reported and important
measure of overall economic activity, unemployment.
Unemployment rose to as high as 6.9 per cent under the
previous government and is now down to 5.6 per cent.
It does jump around a bit — we have always
acknowledged that — but the trend is down, and
notwithstanding the monthly variability it is down by
more than a percentage point. Unemployment is a
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measure of economic performance, but as so many of
us know in this place, it is one of the most important
social barometers, if not the most important. It is a
critical measure of the wellbeing of individuals and
families. People being in work is so important to
people’s economic and social opportunities, to their
happiness and to their fulfilment. It is so important to
the capacity of families to provide opportunities to the
next generation. Unemployment coming down and
already having dropped by more than a percentage
point is critically important.
Let us look at some other measures of where the
economy is and where it is heading. The ANZ
Stateometer shows that we have moved from fifth to
second amongst the states in under a year — again,
another reflection of these broader measures. The
CommSec State of the States confirms this result. Let
us look at some measures of confidence. Consumer
sentiment is up 8.6 per cent, which is double the
national average and the highest of all the states, and
16 per cent higher than it was a year ago under the
previous government. Consumer sentiment is up, and
this is reflected in the fact that retail trade is improving
and is up 4.8 per cent over the year. Business
investment is also up. All these measures of economic
activity are improving, and it is right across a number of
sectors and right across a number of aspects of the
economy. It is therefore not surprising that we have
seen more than 73 000 jobs created since we came to
government. That is a huge number.
I want to dwell on another aspect of economic
performance that also has a social dimension, and that
is our infrastructure program. We can compare what we
are doing on infrastructure with what the previous
government did. As I have already alluded to, the
previous government put all its eggs in one basket after
three years of inaction; we suddenly had the east–west
link project put in front of us, signed at the very last
minute and signed with a side deal that none of us knew
the details of until it was well too late. It was an
outrageous example of how not to implement a major
project — a major project, I might add, that had a
benefit-cost ratio of 0.45 when the state was looking at
various competing projects. Even when it was inflated
with various strange measures that might be considered,
it still did not get to higher than 1.
Contrast that with this government’s infrastructure
program of removing 50 of the worst level crossings.
That is going to be critically important for the public
transport system, because it will allow us to run more
frequent services without having a totally clogged road
system, and it will also allow for faster travel times on
the roads, which is critical for economic efficiency and
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also for people to get home faster to spend more time
with their families. It is not just that we are planning
these things; we are not handing out fake tickets to
some airport link at Southern Cross station to tell
people about the dreams we have for 2026. These are
projects we are actually delivering. We have contracts
for 10 level crossings already awarded.
In package 1 we have Burke Road, North Road, Centre
Road and McKinnon Road; in package 2 we have Main
Road in St Albans, a critically important one, Furlong
Road, Blackburn Road and Heatherdale Road; and then
we have the Bayswater package. We also have two
bidders short-listed for the nine level crossings on the
Cranbourne-Pakenham line, which is a critically
important package of projects for people in my
electorate, like the people in Pakenham who spend over
an hour to get to the city if they work in the CBD. I
know from talking to many people in my electorate that
they are very keen to see this package of level crossing
projects delivered. We have also had the fantastic
announcement that the eight crossings on the southern
end of the Frankston line will be removed as part of a
package of work starting in 2018.
Here we have a very significant package of works that
will deliver thousands of jobs. We are actually
delivering these projects. At the end of this term we will
be able to point to a significant number of projects
having been delivered or with shovels in the ground.
That is really significant. Then of course there is
Melbourne Metro, a transformational project for the
city. As a city we have known for a long time that we
need this. The Eddington report from over a decade or
so ago pointed to the critical need for Melbourne Metro
to remove the bottleneck in the city loop. The
Melbourne Metro project will improve the effective
capacity of our overall train system significantly —
some say in the order of a third.
This one project is going to have a transformational
impact on Melbourne’s public transport capacity. We
have already invested significantly in this project, we
have already taken a number of concrete steps in its
planning and delivery and we are going to start
delivering this project in terms of putting shovels in the
ground before the end of this term. That is a significant
achievement the government has already delivered
significantly on and will be able to point to at the end of
this term with a great deal of pride. This is possibly one
of the most important and high-priority infrastructure
projects on the government’s agenda.
I have mentioned a number of policy achievements
from right across the spectrum — across social policy,
across service delivery in education and health and
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across economic infrastructure. In all of these areas the
government is delivering, and I think it is worth noting
also that the government is very clearly delivering on
what it said it would do. There is widespread
acknowledgement that this government, unlike some
previous governments in Australia at the federal and
state levels, has put great emphasis on doing what it
said it would do. In its first year we can point to fully or
partially funding in the first budget a huge proportion of
our election commitments, and we will deal with the
rest in subsequent budgets.
We are delivering on all the promises we made in the
lead-up to the last election. That is of critical
importance in terms of our government dealing in an
appropriate way with the trust that has been placed in us
by the people of Victoria. So it is with a lot of pride that
I look back on this first year. It has been a year of
considerable achievement. There is obviously a lot
more to be done, but given all that this government has
achieved, the people of Victoria should have great
confidence that things will continue to improve.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I am happy
to follow my colleague Mr Mulino, who made a great
contribution that outlined quite clearly an agenda that
has been achieved in 12 months. Even as a government
member I am pleasantly surprised that that amount of
work has been achieved in such a short time. Obviously
with the machinations of government when there is a
change of government there is a lot to put together to be
able to move forward in any way in the initial stages.
The government should be commended for the
expedient way that it got its act together and rolled out a
number of election commitments. Not only that, but the
government has actually governed. When issues have
arisen, such as the conditions pertaining to drought in
some of our regional areas, only recently people saw
the Premier and a number of key ministers — and also
at one stage the whole cabinet — go to those affected
areas, speak to people who are affected, and implement
not only comprehensive but initial measures to assist
Victorians who find themselves in a difficult situation.
It has been a year of delivering on election
commitments. Not only that but, as I said, it has been a
year of governing. Even today there has been an
announcement by the Premier about the task force set
up to ensure our security, which has been requested by
the Chief Commissioner of Police. Increasing funding
for the task force and addressing an issue that has been
brought to its attention shows that this is a government
that actually governs and takes seriously the role that it
was lucky enough to be given in last year’s general
election.
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I must say that when I got home after last night’s sitting
I found my wife less chatty than she usually is when I
get home, but I found it very hard to sleep because I
was excited at the prospect of being able to speak on
this motion. I see the motion that has been put forward
by the opposition as basically a full toss — that is, it is
nowhere near hitting the pitch when you think of the
achievements that have been made. The fact is that on
the programs that the government is rolling out, such as
the level crossing removals and the funding for school
capital works, one indication of the level of
achievement is the degree of excitement of opposition
MPs wanting to buy in on those programs.
Mr Mulino interjected.
Mr LEANE — That is a good point, Mr Mulino.
After the Lilydale TAFE campus was closed through
funding cuts by the previous government, there was
excitement around a new government coming in and
addressing that issue. Even Christine Fyffe, the member
for Evelyn in the Assembly, who is a member of the
opposition, was swept up in that excitement. She turned
up and celebrated that campus being reopened.
From travelling to schools that have capital works
funding so that they can get on with capital works
programs that they have looked forward to for a
number of years, I know that a number of opposition
MPs are excited about that. They are meeting with the
school communities and talking about this
government’s capital works program, and buying
themselves in, which is good. We want excitement out
there. We want opposition MPs to be excited about
what is happening in their electorates and being
delivered by this government.
With the level crossing removals program there is a lot
of excitement among all members of this chamber. I
have seen the excitement firsthand.
Mr Mulino — A great program.
Mr LEANE — Yes, it is a great program — and it
is being delivered. I accept that people can be wary of a
government promising such an aggressive program
before it comes to government and actually delivering
on that program. Everyone I have spoken to is delighted
to see at a number of the level crossings that the
government promised to remove there are men and
women in overalls, red vests and hard hats. They are
digging up the ground and removing route-diverting
cables, they are diverting services and they are working
on the signalling along the line to allow the separation
of the rail and the road in whatever form it takes.
People are seeing that, and they are thinking, ‘That’s
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fantastic’. Along with the Melbourne Metro project, it
is obviously quite an ambitious and aggressive project.
As I stated before, the reality is similar to the level
crossings. Quite significant funding is being released,
and we have the same thing — men and women in
overalls, boots and hard hats. They are out there
diverting the services that need to be diverted to be able
to afford this project and for a tunnel to go from one
end of town to the other, increasing the number of CBD
stations at which people can alight in the future. They
are also increasing the internal capacity, which
obviously means a lot to the whole train network in
terms of ambitions for extra spurs and extra services
coming into the CBD, along with improved bus
services, encouraging more people to use public
transport. The order placed in recent days for new trams
will supply work for a number of people in Dandenong.
The list goes on.
We are actually seeing people working on these
projects. For a period of time the previous government
had what it saw as a jewel in the crown — a project it
was very proud of — but it did not actually start. We
did not see any activity around it. There was a lot of
activity from the previous Premier, who said there was
a project that was going to be a game changer. To this
day I do not understand what that was supposed to
mean. There were a lot of jazz hands and that sort of
activity by the previous government and the previous
Premier, Premier Napthine. I did not understand it, but
Premier Napthine was popular to some degree so I will
not rule it out altogether as something that may be
embraced by a future government. There was a lot of
that going on, but we did not see a lot of builders’ sheds
or men and women actually digging holes, building
things, erecting things and engaging in that sort of
activity. Now we see it. In the short period of time this
government has been in office, I think it has been a
fantastic effort.
As I said, this motion is probably bowling a full toss to
this side of the chamber, because we are happy to speak
about all these issues and what future rollouts we will
have in health. Obviously there are some health projects
already ongoing.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr LEANE — There are health projects about to
start. I know Mr Finn will be excited about the Joan
Kirner hospital, the extension to that and the works
coming up in the west. The Monash Children’s hospital
is ongoing, and there are a number of capital works
programs in health.
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I spoke about education, but I should reinforce my
comments about the amount of work that has been
rolled out in relation to TAFE. It is great to see that
there is a provider on the Lilydale site, which had been
vacated. There has been work done on legislation. The
work that has been done on legalising medicinal
cannabis is important. Support of whooping cough
vaccines for families, particular parents, was taken
away by the previous government but has been
reinstated by this government. There has been work
done on sporting stadiums. The Geelong stadium
upgrade is about to begin. Work at the Eureka Stadium
in Ballarat is about to start.
All these projects mean jobs, and I am a big believer in
the idea that one of the roles of government should be
to create employment. Governments should have
aggressive capital works programs that actually
generate jobs for the jurisdictions they govern.
Speaking to old friends who are still tradies — —
Mrs Peulich — Name them.
Mr LEANE — There are not many, Mrs Peulich. I
might be misleading the house. I know from speaking
to old acquaintances who are still tradies and working
in the construction industry that they are actually all
occupied and are looking forward to future projects and
the continuation of current projects. I thank
Ms Wooldridge for bringing this motion to the house. I
appreciate the opportunity given to government
members to speak on the first year of great activity that
they have embarked on. Now that we are an established
government, I am only looking forward to what we can
do in the second year.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Could I just say, Acting President, that you look
sprightly considering the time at which we adjourned
last night? I also thank Ms Wooldridge for bringing this
motion forward and giving us all an opportunity to
reflect on the first year of office of the Andrews Labor
government. On the government’s 100-day anniversary
I recall the Premier, Daniel Andrews, saying, ‘Not a
minute has been wasted’. One year later — I have not
done the calculations; I am not sure how many minutes
there are in a year — he has certainly wasted a hell of a
lot of them.
The reason why he has wasted a hell of a lot of minutes
is that the Labor Party, under the leadership of the now
Premier, Daniel Andrews, left no stone unturned in its
attempts to win the state election at all costs. I must
concede that I was wrong. I was wrong, and we were
wrong, to say that Dan had no plan. He did have a plan;
it was the Red Army plan. It was the rort that saw him
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snatch the election with the use of public money.
Indeed we were wrong; he had a plan. Some side deals
have been revealed through the Royal Commission into
Trade Union Governance and Corruption. Ms Shing is
very keen on the term ‘side deals’. These side deals
made a lucrative amount of money available to the
unions and their political arm, the Labor Party, for
campaigning. Sometimes it is campaigning inside the
Labor Party, and sometimes it is campaigning against
the real foes, but nonetheless their money — —
Mr Finn interjected.
Mrs PEULICH — The Labor Party takes money
from the public purse, and it takes money from the
business community without ever having disclosed it.
Indeed the Labor Party made a lot of promises, which it
is totally unable to deliver. I am going to quickly
remind people of a wonderful DL which says,
‘Victorians are still paying for Labor’s mistakes’. That
was a reflection on the previous Labor government.
The bungled pokies option, the myki budget blowout,
Labor’s desalination plant disaster — —
Ms Shing — On a point of order, Acting President, I
am concerned that there may be a prop being used in
the house. I ask Mrs Peulich to come back to her
contribution without the use of ancillary items.
Mr Finn — On the point of order, Acting President,
I note with interest Ms Shing’s concern. I think she has
a right to be concerned, but not with what Mrs Peulich
was doing or indeed what she is reading from.
Mrs Peulich is reading from a document.
Ms Shing — She is brandishing.
Mr Finn — She is not brandishing it about; she is
just holding it in front of her. Where else would you
hold it if you were going to read something? You hold
in front of you; that is what she is doing. There clearly
is no point of order.
Mrs PEULICH — On the point of order, Acting
President, it is all a bit opaque today after getting to bed
at 5 o’clock this morning after a very long debate, given
that the Labor government kept us sitting until
4 o’clock in the morning despite promising to reform
democracy. My point of order is this: I am more than
happy to table this document for inclusion in Hansard,
with your permission and with the agreement of the
house — in fact, two copies.
Ms Shing — You’re not using a prop?
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Mrs PEULICH — No, it is not a prop; it is a
document. It has been fully sourced, and I am happy to
provide it.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Dunn) — Order!
In relation to the point of order I am very comfortable
that Mrs Peulich reads off that document, but I would
ask that she does not waive it around in the chamber,
because it might be perceived as a prop if she does so. I
am more than happy for her to read from it.
Mr Herbert — Who produced it? Who authorised
it?
Mrs PEULICH — It is authorised by G. Phillips,
1 Butler Court, Cheltenham and printed by PrintHouse
Graphics, Main Street, Mordialloc. It is a very good
document.
I was placing into context the first year of the Labor
government by referring to the legacy that we are still
paying for, which includes — to continue my list —
$750 million plus $500 million on maintenance wasted
on the unused north–south pipeline, which we now
understand is being considered to pump water up north,
even though it might be a bit of an uphill battle and the
government needs substantially more millions of
dollars in order to make it suitable. I am not sure
whether it is, but indeed this may justify the pipeline. I
suspect the Labor Party also wants to justify its building
of the desalination plant, because if the government can
turn on the taps, if it can pump the water, somehow it
can justify the desalination disaster.
There are also the $1.1 billion smart meter blowout, the
budget blowout on the regional rail link, the budget
blowout on roads such as the M1 upgrade, the budget
blowout on the federally funded Building the Education
Revolution program, the budget blowout for Labor’s IT
projects such as HealthSMART and the schools
ultranet, the backlog of school maintenance and the list
goes on and on. I am going to update this list for every
anniversary of the Labor government. One thing that I
would add to it immediately is the $1.5 billion budget
error, putting the state budget into deficit for the first
time in 20 years. That is another first for the Labor
Party.
We heard the Premier, as Leader of the Opposition,
talking about shovel-ready and fully funded projects.
We know that was a big lie. A lack of shovel-ready
projects has led to job losses. Despite promising that it
had shovel-ready projects, the government’s projects
are not ready. It has cancelled the projects that were
ready, meaning Victoria is not creating as many jobs as
it should.
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There has also been $857 million blown to not build a
road. This is the greatest achievement of the Labor
government — yet another great achievement. Despite
saying, ‘To rip up contracts is to send a message to the
world that we’re closed for business’, Daniel Andrews
ripped up the east–west link contracts, and job losses
and congestion were aggravated.
Two new public holidays will cost Victoria $1 billion.
More holidays mean less jobs and less income for
casuals. Grand final day eve shut down Melbourne
when there were plenty of tourists, and it cost the
average business $14 000.
There was alleged rorting of public funds to pay for
election staff. I would say it is more than alleged. It will
be interesting to see what progress the police have
made in the investigation, and perhaps the
Ombudsman’s referral, without anticipating the motion,
may prompt them into faster action. I understand that
police are investigating senior government MPs,
although I am not aware of any having been
interviewed. They certainly need to be, as well as all of
those electorate officers who were sourced as
organisers and paid to work in distant electorates that
were in many cases unrelated to the member who
signed the invoices and timesheets. They were doing
work that was certainly outside the duties specified for
electorate officers, as outlined on the Parliament’s
intranet site.
Government waste of course continues to build. The
government paid $857 million not to build a road. It has
a $100 million jobs plan that created 164 jobs. The
government took money from TAFEs. It paid
$20 million for a new state logo — an absolute disaster.
Year 8 or 9 students could have done a better job. The
Minister for Training and Skills spent $16 000 on
private jet flights. The government cancelled the
Cranbourne-Pakenham rail corridor upgrade. It
scrapped 42 beds at the Victorian Comprehensive
Cancer Centre. It has set up more than 20 reviews and
there will be more.
The government recently asked for a $2475 payment
for businesses to gain access to the Minister for
Finance, Robin Scott, on 4 or 5 November. That was
proudly advertised. What is important to find out is
whether a departmental note taker would be present at
those meetings to ensure that any potential conflicts of
interest or undue influence on the minister could be
mitigated or prevented.
The impact on the South Eastern Metropolitan region is
substantial. Frankston line trains will again become
sardine tins at Caulfield as they collect all Pakenham
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and Cranbourne line passengers going through the loop
connecting Flinders Street, Southern Cross, Richmond
and South Yarra stations under the Melbourne Metro
rail project. The Frankston line chaos will continue.
Can members imagine the government doing all those
level crossings without actually having done the
Mornington Peninsula Freeway extension to connect
with the Dingley bypass? There will be no alternative
route for commuters from Frankston and the
Mornington Peninsula travelling into work. It was a
disaster when the government simply tried to rebuild
the Mordialloc bridge, let alone a number of level
crossings simultaneously. I suspect that the south-east
will be crippled. As I said, the Mornington Peninsula
Freeway northern extension would have been necessary
in order to avoid the problems that will occur on the
Nepean Highway.
Frankston Basketball Stadium is in limbo, with the
Andrews government refusing to match the previous
government’s $2.5 million investment. Public housing
waiting lists in Frankston are growing. There are no
protective services officers for the 24-hour public
transport trial, which affects Seaford and Chelsea
stations. Crime across the south-east is a problem. In
the City of Kingston it is up by 6.6 per cent, with a
worrying 39.2 per cent increase in drug dealing,
30.6 per cent in drug use and 24.5 per cent in robbery,
yet the government has proposed no new police officers
and recently Chelsea police station was closed at
3.00 p.m.
As I mentioned, the Mornington Peninsula Freeway
northern extension has been scrapped by the
government, meaning that the gridlock on White Street,
Wells Road, Nepean Highway and surrounds will only
get worse over the coming years. We are looking
forward to the opening of the Dingley bypass, which
we designed, we funded and hopefully will be delivered
to lift some of that congestion, but it will stall
thereafter.
I have outlined my concerns about the Frankston line.
There has been mismanagement of the green wedge,
with the Kingston green wedge continuing to be
designated as the waste hub for the south-east. This is
only 25 kilometres from the CBD. It is unacceptable.
Patterson Lakes residents raised issues in relation to the
stopping of a bore water trial costing $40 000 a year.
The Minister for Environment, Climate Change and
Water was adamant that it was to end. Now the
government has reneged, following a number of
questions being asked here in the chamber. The
government is going to reinstate that, which it should
have without causing angst in the community.
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In the City of Casey there is the matter of Thompsons
Road. No works are budgeted for the duplication until
2019–22. The intersections are not on the plan at all.
Again, the loop connecting Flinders Street, Southern
Cross, Richmond and South Yarra stations will be
removed from the Cranbourne-Pakenham rail line as
part of the Melbourne Metro rail project. Crime is up an
alarming 20 per cent in Casey, with a 39.1 per cent
jump in robberies, a 33.9 per cent rise in sexual
assaults, a 33 per cent rise in homicides, a 32.2 per cent
rise in stalking and a 24.9 per cent increase in drug
crime. Again, the Labor government has proposed no
new police officers or police stations. The Hallam level
crossing has been dumped from the government’s
budget for the next four years. Casey still has a
$1.3 billion backlog in roadworks, despite the previous
government’s huge investment in Hallam Road, Narre
Warren-Cranbourne Road and others. Imagine how
many of these roads could have been completed with
the $857 million, and growing, wasted on scrapping the
east–west link?
The major local multicultural event in Casey is at risk
because local state government MPs, including
Assembly members Judith Graley, the member for
Narre Warren South, and Jude Perera, the member for
Cranbourne, promised to deliver $120 000 for the
festival but have failed to deliver a cent to date. Casey
libraries have suffered a cut under this state
government. The $162.8 million upgrade of Casey
Hospital is only funded for $400 000 this year, and of
course the neglect continues.
It is a similar story in the City of Monash, where crime
is up 7.1 per cent, with a disturbing 60.6 per cent jump
in weapons offences, a 36.3 per cent rise in drug use
and a 26.9 per cent rise in stalking. Again, there are no
new police officers proposed. Westall Road needs to be
connected to the Dingley bypass, and the next stage of
the Dingley bypass needs to be planned and funded to
connect it to the South Gippsland Highway and the
freeway. No thought has been given to this.
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at multicultural events. Wherever I went, they were in
attendance. I thought they were treated fairly shabbily,
as was the previous chairman, Chin Tan, who certainly
was everywhere. We have now had some new
appointments — and I congratulate them and look
forward to working with them — but for two months
there were six fewer multicultural commissioners on
the ground. We have a new chairperson, and the grants
have been restructured along the lines of the
suggestions put forward by the previous government.
That is welcomed — it is streamlined — but it has been
very long in the making. No-one knows what the hell is
going on and when those grants will be available, and
there do not appear to have been any allocations from
the grants program in this financial year.
Clearly the government has dropped the ball. It was
very slow in establishing the machinery for the social
cohesion and resilience fund, which has been allocated
$25 million over four years. It is slowly populating an
advisory committee, but no short-term projects have
been funded to address issues such as ISIL using social
media to recruit. There are a lot of projects out there
that could help in removing some of that online hate
material that is targeting both the Jewish community
and the Islamic community, and it is disappointing that
it has taken so long.
It is also disappointing that the government did not play
a more proactive role in managing the situation in
relation to the building of the mosque in Bendigo. We
see a similar scenario occurring elsewhere. The
government simply needs to make sure that it is more
proactive in attempting to defuse the violence that
unfortunately occurs when you have left-wing and
right-wing extremists facing off against each other. I
would like to commend the police, who have turned out
in large numbers to quell and diminish the likelihood of
violent protests. But the protesters’ behaviour is not
acceptable. Violence of that nature is unacceptable in
any context and cannot be justified by any reason.

Waverley Park powerlines have been a long and vexed
issue. Waverley Park is actually in the Premier’s
electorate, yet he has refused to meet with local
constituents, and he has refused to enforce the
conditions of the Mirvac development, which is to put
the lines underground. A very hardworking group of
residents have pursued this matter, and I commend
them for their efforts.

There will be speakers tomorrow in the lower house in
the debate on the motion on family violence. I am
disappointed that this chamber is not reflecting that and
that we do not have an opportunity to make comments
on family violence and in particular bring a perspective
that is perhaps a little different. I was disappointed that
the government did not ask the royal commission to
investigate causes. The answer from the minister was
that we all understand the causes. I do not believe that
is the case at all.

In terms of multicultural affairs, it has been a very slow
start. We saw a number of multicultural affairs
commissioners whose terms expired, and I would like
to thank them for their dedicated work and attendance

Ms Shing — Read the international literature. Read
the research.
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Mrs PEULICH — Ms Shing, who fancies herself
as a bit of an academic, says, ‘Read the literature’. I
asked 25 individuals in a vox pop on William Street
recently what they thought.
Ms Shing — Oh, right!
Mrs PEULICH — Yes, absolutely — it was the
ordinary man or woman in the street. I asked 25 people
what they thought were the causes of family violence,
and I received 35 different answers. One of the answers
that I received was — —
Ms Shing — Twenty-five people and 35 answers?
How many different questions did you ask?
Mrs PEULICH — Twenty-five different people
and 35 different answers, Ms Shing — yes. They were
not reading from your script, Ms Shing. You may have
a script, but it is very hard. You may try to quell
freedom of speech and freedom of religion through
your various social policies that you bring forward, but
it does not work with the man in the street. They see
right through you. Socialism does affect the DNA. It
means that those freedoms that the rest of us value
deeply, and that we do not take for granted because we
were born in and came from places that did not afford
them, we actually treasure and want to defend. We
want to defend them from socialists like you, Ms Shing,
because clearly they are not important to you. They are
important to me, and they are important to most people
in Victoria, particularly multicultural communities.
I have heard the line that it is all about gender
inequality. Whilst I accept that the majority of
victims — 75 per cent of victims — are female, it is a
gross oversimplification to ignore the fact that there is
elder abuse and abuse involving adult children who stay
on at home for probably longer than they should, often
as a result of economics, mental health issues or drug
addiction. In same-sex relationships where there is
family violence, you cannot say it is gender inequality.
Where there are, unfortunately, children involved, you
cannot always say it is gender inequality, and I look at
the tragic case of Luke Batty — —
Business interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Warby-Ovens National Park
Mr YOUNG (Northern Victoria) — My question
today is to the Leader of the Government in his
capacity representing the Minister for Environment,
Climate Change and Water. What was the total cost of
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management programs for invasive species in the
Warby-Ovens National Park for the past 12 months?
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
think Mr Young had telegraphed to one of my
colleagues, the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water, his interest in this matter, and as I
was walking into the chamber I was provided with
some information that relates to pest management
issues across the park. I am reminded that the
Warby-Ovens National Park is actually something that
I was associated with, so I am very happy in terms of
the river red gum protection that was provided for in
2010. But notwithstanding the creation of that park,
there have been significant pest animals that have
needed to be dealt with, which include incursions of
foxes, rabbits, cats, pigs and goats, with the foxes and
cats in particular posing the greatest threats to fauna in
the park.
There was an aerial shooting program undertaken as
recently as 2013 to eradicate goats close to Corryong,
and the total of that program was $50 000, with the
Warby-Ovens component being half of that, so
$25 000. Prior to that aerial shooting program there had
been a partnering arrangement with the Sporting
Shooters Association of Australia that had been
undertaken for a number of years. That program had
obviously overridden, perhaps, some of the community
engagement programs that had been embarked upon by
the Sporting Shooters Association. Currently the
situation is being monitored in relation to the
prevalence of goats in the park, with some
consideration of what further efforts may be required.
In terms of the expenditure on fox control within the
parks in the area, I am advised that somewhere between
$10 000 and $20 000 is spent annually, primarily
through fox-baiting programs in the area.
I will make a guess that Mr Young would be interested
in a collaborative approach between the Sporting
Shooters Association and the parks system. At the
moment there is an arrangement in the Barmah forest,
but it does not apply to Warby-Ovens. I would
anticipate that Mr Young may be interested in that
model being perhaps explored in the future in this
basket of issues, but that is getting a bit ahead of where
the logic of his question was taking me, so I will give
him an opportunity to ask me a supplementary.
Supplementary question
Mr YOUNG (Northern Victoria) — I thank the
minister for his answer. We have recently seen a
partnership program between Parks Victoria, the Game
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Management Authority and recreational hunters take
place on Wilsons Promontory to target hog deer
populations. We understand that in high-traffic areas
such as the Prom, this sort of strategic program is
accepted but comes at a cost. I ask the minister: what
are the reasons for not allowing recreational shooters to
hunt deer and other invasive species in low-traffic parks
such as the Warby-Ovens National Park as they do in
state forests at a cost of zero to the state?
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I was
worried that I was running out of time and I was also
thinking of the opportunity for Mr Young to follow up
with his supplementary, but I note here in the notes
provided to me that deer are not in large numbers but
they are identified as a growing population and may be
of concern in this park. That may warrant some
consideration and examination about the best way to
manage those deer. They have not been identified as yet
as a first-order pest problem within the park, but the
member is correct to identify that it is an emerging
issue that the park service is mindful of.
Consistent with models that have been adopted that the
member has referred to in other locations — I referred
to Barmah and the member referred to Wilsons
Promontory — my ministerial colleague and her
supporting organisations will have a look at the
appropriate methods to engage with those issues.
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interest in the availability of public transport services
and the accessibility of those public transport services
for people in our electorate of Western Victoria Region
and specifically in relation to the south-west.
The government has been working on the development
of a regional network development plan, and
community consultation has been a really important
part of this. It is really the key to developing Victoria’s
first ever long-term strategy for regional public
transport. That community consultation has now
finished. It has been underway since June, and
workshops were held in south-west Victoria as well as
in many other regions across the state. We have been
heartened by the response and the level of interest and
input into this across the community. More than
1400 people have attended workshops and shared their
vision for public transport in their regions with us.
There have also been 1700 surveys completed. This is
the first time there has been a long-term plan for public
transport in regional Victoria, and it is a genuine
exercise to listen to communities to better understand
their needs with a view to developing a long-term plan.
On the specific matter that Mr Purcell raised, that is
something on which I will seek a detailed response
from the Minister for Public Transport. I provide that to
the member as soon as possible.
Supplementary question

Public transport regional network
Mr PURCELL (Western Victoria) — My question
is to the Minister for Regional Development
representing the Minister for Public Transport. Recently
Public Transport Victoria engaged with stakeholders in
Warrnambool, Colac and Portland as part of the
regional network development plan. Feedback from
these towns identified the need for improved frequency
of train services to and from Warrnambool, simpler
fares and ticketing, the need for more bus services to
and from Warrnambool and Portland, improved
security at the bus stops, and improved customer
experiences on the train — toilets, food, security of
luggage and disability access. The Public Transport
Victoria website says:
The community workshops have now been completed and
survey is now closed. We are currently collating and
analysing all the responses received.

My question is: when will the government take action
on this feedback and implement improved rail services
to south-west Victoria?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I
thank Mr Purcell for his question and his long-term

Mr PURCELL (Western Victoria) — I thank the
minister for her response. From those workshops one of
the most common themes was the need for more train
services past Geelong to help people access jobs,
medical facilities, educational opportunities and shops.
Almost half of the comments and responses received
related to issues of service frequency, capacity and
geographic reach. Therefore my question to the
minister is: will the government commit to a date by
which it will have implemented a fourth rail service to
Warrnambool?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I
thank Mr Purcell for his supplementary question. The
frequency of the Warrnambool rail service is an issue
that has been much discussed in the south-west for
many years. The current service is a three-times-a-day
service. It is a long journey. It is not the same kind of
service that other regional centres have enjoyed in
terms of frequency or even style of carriage and travel. I
am certainly conscious of that. I know that the local
community has for a long time sought a fifth service
and in particular more urgently a fourth service. I am
not in a position to provide an answer on that date, but I
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will refer the member’s question to Minister Allan for a
response.

Child protection
Ms SPRINGLE (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is for the Minister for Families and
Children. Under the Children, Youth and Families Act
2005 the Secretary of the Department of Health and
Human Services has guardianship or custody over
children in out-of-home care. However, in her answers
to several questions on notice dated 6 October the
minister confirmed that the Department of Health and
Human Services has no idea how many children in
relation to whom it has guardianship or custodial
responsibilities are currently receiving therapeutic
counselling services. This is despite the rollout of the
department’s health and education assessment initiative
in 2012 following the Victorian Auditor-General’s
findings that 57 per cent of children in residential care
had not had a mental health assessment. My question is:
why is the secretary not required to keep records as to
how many of the children in the department’s care are
accessing therapeutic counselling services?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Ms Springle for her question, and I
note that she has referred to a number of questions on
notice that she has received answers to from me in
response to these matters. That is Ms Springle’s
interpretation of my responses to her. I have made a
point in my responses of trying to provide some context
to the types of supports that the department provides to
children in out-of-home care. Essentially, if the member
is asking around the types of supports that we provide
or the department provides in relation to mental health
services — —
Ms Springle interjected.
Ms MIKAKOS — You referred in your question to
both mental health services as well as therapeutic
counselling, and they are slightly different issues.
Ms Springle — On a point of order, President, I was
asking about record keeping, not about support.
The PRESIDENT — Order! The minister still has
almost 3 minutes to complete her answer, so at this
point I do not intend to direct the minister in any way as
to how she should answer the question.
Ms MIKAKOS — I am just trying to seek some
clarity around the exact nature of Ms Springle’s
question, because her preamble was quite wideranging.
In the absence of the precise details of the question on
notice, it is very difficult to be able to respond directly
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to the matter at hand, in terms of the response that she is
referring to, but what I can say is that the department
does require community sector organisations that are
funded by the department to provide a whole range of
details to the department around performance
indicators.
The issues that Ms Springle raised in the question on
notice, I am surmising, relate to record-keeping
measures, which are difficult to respond directly to her
about, because they may well relate to matters that
would require an analysis of each individual case. It is
very difficult to know exactly which question on notice
Ms Springle was referring to in the way that she posed
that question, but I can assure her that the Department
of Health and Human Services does require community
sector organisations to report to us on a range of
performance measures.
She has asked for a whole range of information, some
of which has been provided to her and some of which I
have indicated to her would require the department to
spend a voluminous amount of time in going through
each individual young person’s file in order to be able
to adequately respond to her query.
Supplementary question
Ms SPRINGLE (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister for her answer. However, my
question was really pertaining to simple data collection,
which was around how many children are accessing
therapeutic counselling services. It was not talking
about supports in any way. It certainly was not asking
for any private information of each individual case. It is
a simple matter of data collection. I would like to ask
the minister if she would commit to requiring the
department to collect and collate information that
records the number of children currently in out-of-home
care who see a therapist, psychologist, psychiatrist or
counsellor at least once a month. It is a simple matter of
figures.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Ms Springle for her further
question, and she is now seeking to elaborate further on
the nature of her substantive question. I can assure the
member that vulnerable young people in the state’s care
do receive the appropriate supports that they need.
Obviously regard is given to the particular
circumstances and the needs of the young person or the
child involved. Those matters are included in the young
person’s file. Therefore there is the ability for the
department to determine the types of services that the
young person is receiving. That is a different issue to
the matter that the member is now raising, which is one
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of being able to collate that information in such a way
as to be able to provide her with a response to her
question on notice to her satisfaction. Just because the
department is unable to provide her with a level of
detail that she may be seeking through her question on
notice, it does not mean that the services are not being
provided to the young person.

Minister for Agriculture questions on notice
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern
Metropolitan) — My question is to the Deputy Leader
of the Government. On 12 November in response to
questions on notice regarding her expenditure on
chartered international and domestic commercial
flights, she provided a written answer to the house
which said:
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more
than the 30-day response time afforded under the standing
orders of the Legislative Council.

Yet on 30 October, almost two weeks earlier, her
department had already released details of her flight
expenditure under FOI. Given that her answer to the
question on notice claiming that the information was
voluminous was in fact identical to answers provided
by her other ministerial colleagues in relation to similar
questions, I ask: who instructed her to submit that
misleading template answer?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I
thank the member for his question. I have a series of
questions on this matter from the opposition: a question
on notice from Mrs Peulich seeking information for the
period 4 December to 15 September; an FOI request
seeking information from December 2014 to the end of
June 2015; and Mr Finn’s question yesterday seeking
information on the period since December 2014. I am
very keen to provide the house with a fulsome answer
on this, and I am in the process of reconciling this
information with my department, but I can confirm to
the house that certainly there were no international
charter flights.
I have had one international flight — series of flights —
which has been reported, and the information on that
visit, which I have spoken about in the house on a
number of occasions before, is the subject of a report on
the Premier’s website, as is the ordinary course. I have,
as I indicated yesterday, used a number of charter
flights over the course of this year in acquitting my
duties, and these have been in circumstances where
there was no other alternative available. As I am sure all
members would appreciate, my portfolios both
necessitate a great deal of travel in regional Victoria.
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Supplementary question
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern
Metropolitan) — I thank the minister for her response.
It is clear that the template answer given by the
minister, in view of the documents which had already
been released, and contradicting the documents that had
already been released under FOI, was misleading, so I
ask: will the minister now provide a personal
explanation to the house as to why she misled the house
with that answer to a question on notice?
Mr Jennings — On a point of order, President,
yesterday and today the opposition has said that the
minister has misled the house, and I do not believe that
that is the case, and I would seek your consideration of
these matters. The minister’s answer may appear to be
inconsistent with the public release of information.
However, in the minister’s most recent substantive
answer she indicated that she has received multiple
requests for information covering different time frames,
and she received those requests simultaneously. On that
basis there may have been an answer that was prepared
to cover the entire field of those interlocking issues.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Jennings — I am talking about the accusation of
misleading the house, and I am speaking on that matter.
Ms Wooldridge — What is the point of order?
Mr Jennings — The point of order is that the
minister has not misled the house, as was in the
supplementary question by way of allegation, because
the minister has provided an explanation that reconciles
the multiple requests she received and the public release
of information that has occurred, and they are not
mutually exclusive propositions. They have to take into
account the totality of facts, which may selectively be
chosen to accuse of misleading the house but are not a
prima facie case of misleading the house. That is a very
significant issue — a substantive issue — that has been
bandied about by interjection and by questioning, and I
do not believe that it should be allowed.
Mr Rich-Phillips — On the point of order,
President, I would submit that that is not a point of
order. The supplementary question invited the minister
to provide a personal explanation as to why the answer
she gave on notice in the house on 12 November was
contradicted by the information her department had
released two weeks earlier under FOI.
Mrs Peulich — On the same point of order,
President, the nature of personal explanations is,
typically, when a member becomes aware that there is a
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need to set the house straight in relation to information
that has been given and that the member must do so at
the first available opportunity. I do not believe that the
minister has exercised that opportunity, and the only
reason why we have a personal explanation being
mooted now is that it has not occurred and the
information provided to the house has been inaccurate.
Mr Davis — On the point of order, President, it is
plainly open to Mr Rich-Phillips to seek that personal
explanation where the explanations provided and the
material provided to the house are plainly inconsistent. I
think that is the case, and for that reason he seeks it, so
there is no point of order.
The PRESIDENT — Order! in respect of
Mr Jennings’s point of order, certainly if there were a
point of order there, he went much further than I would
have expected in terms of presenting the actual point of
order where there had been a transgression of the
standing orders; indeed it was more an explanation or a
framework, if you like, to explain what might have
happened. But clearly Mr Jennings is not the minister
involved, and therefore the information he has put
might well be relevant but is not necessarily the
position that the house would be obliged to accept.
The supplementary question in particular does afford
the minister an opportunity to provide an explanation,
and there has been by some interjection and indeed by
Mr Jennings’s remarks an indication that, apart from
anything else, there is the possibility of different time
frames being involved in assembling information, not
just in terms of what has been provided but indeed the
actual periods that are covered by the question, which
could lead to a perception of an inconsistent answer.
The supplementary question, as I said, I believe does
give the minister a chance to provide an explanation, a
comment or an answer that might well clear up the
matter at any rate, so I invite the minister to answer.
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — Thank
you, President, for the opportunity to clarify these
matters. I certainly am in no way defensive about the
flights that I have taken in the course of my duty and
have no concerns whatsoever with providing this
information in full.
Mr O’Donohue — Exactly. Answer the question.
Ms PULFORD — The opposition wants me to
answer the question, but the opposition cannot answer
the question about which set of dates it is that it is
actually seeking an answer on. As I indicated in my
substantive answer, the FOI request was for the period
December 2014 till the end of June 2015. The question
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on notice was for the period 4 December 2014 to
15 November 2015. Mr Finn yesterday asked about the
period since December 2014. I have indicated both to
the President and to Mr Finn that I am confirming and
reconciling this with a view to providing this
information in excruciating detail to the house, and I
was unable to fully satisfy myself about the accuracy of
this information prior to the quarter to 12 deadline, so I
indicated to both the President and to Mr Finn before
question time that I will make every endeavour to
provide that information before question time
tomorrow.
Ordered that answers be considered next day on
motion of Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern
Metropolitan).

Ministerial staff
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Leader of the Government. Is
Ms Paul, the former chief of staff to former Minister
Somyurek, still employed by the Andrews government?
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
believe the answer, in terms of being employed by the
executive — the ministerial side of the Andrews
government — is no. Ms Paul has left the employ of the
public service, to my knowledge, and is employed
outside the public service.
Supplementary question
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister for his answer. Can the minister
inform the house of the total amount of lump sum
payments paid by the government to Ms Paul since he
last updated the house on 3 September?
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — The
other times I referred to the circumstances of Ms Paul
or anybody else who has been in the employ of the
government I have always referred to their accrued
entitlements. In terms of anybody whom I have been
asked a question of, they have left the service of the
government in accordance with the terms of their
agreement — in terms of their accrued entitlements —
and they have not received additional lump sum
elements beyond the scope of what is in their standard
conditions.

Ministerial staff
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — My question
is to the Leader of the Government. How many
ministerial staff have left the employ of the Andrews
government since 4 December 2014?

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Wednesday, 25 November 2015

COUNCIL

Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I am
not able to provide the member with that answer.
Indeed the information is not part of my
responsibilities. If there is a suggestion that I actually
follow this up to provide the chamber with an answer, I
am not quite sure what the chamber would do with that
answer even if it were in possession of it.
Ms Wooldridge — We would then know what it
was.
Mr JENNINGS — Yes, but for what public
benefit? What public interest is actually met by such a
question or consideration?
An honourable member interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — I am reflecting on that issue in
relation to what is the public interest in this regard. If
there was a suggestion that there has in fact been a
continual churn of ministerial officers as a trend, I
clearly know that that has not occurred. In fact there has
been what you would normally expect — that is, a
regularised and reasonable rate of people joining the
ministers’ offices within the Andrews government and
leaving them to pursue outside interests. That would
occur under normal circumstances in terms of the
employment engagement. You would expect that to
occur across the entire public service — somewhere in
the order of 5 per cent to 10 per cent — and I would
anticipate that that would be something that we may
have actually experienced. It is certainly nothing out of
kilter with what would be the normal patterns of
engagement across the public service more broadly. So
if in fact there are any implied allegations that this is in
question — —
An honourable member interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — The issue is that this
information may be compiled, not by me but by other
parts of government, and indeed we would be able to
provide an answer, but in the time that is available to
me in the Parliament I am talking about what would be
a normal, reasonable expectation of a staffing profile in
terms of workforce management and what the chamber
may reflect on if and when this information is made
available.
Supplementary question
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — My
supplementary question is: what is the total value of
lump sum payments or redundancy payments made to
former ministerial staff upon their leaving the employ
of the Andrews government?
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Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — As a
workforce we are not considering issues of redundancy.
We are talking about accrued entitlements, and we are
talking about what would have been the expectations of
the employment engagement upon the separation of any
individual who has left the employ of the government.
There has not been evidence that many, if any,
redundancies have occurred during the course of this
first year of office.

East–west link
Ms FITZHERBERT (Southern Metropolitan) —
My question is also to the Leader of the Government.
I refer to the minister’s written response to my
question of 11 November regarding the debt facility
that the government has taken over after cancelling
the east–west link. I ask: what is the cost of the
‘arrangement fees for each bondage issuance’, as
referred to in the minister’s written answer?
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — In
terms of Ms Fitzherbert’s follow-up question, I am a bit
surprised that this issue has a long tail, as the debt
facility may have a long tail. In fact we are talking
about incremental costs that are associated with fees
that are a part of the normal maintenance of financial
transactions that take places across the core operations
of Treasury and the Treasury Corporation of Victoria
(TCV), and indeed the facility the member is actually
talking about.
The last time the chamber discussed this issue we were
talking about the value of maintaining the swaps that
were associated with the debt facility, and indeed there
was a lot of misunderstanding, it seemed to me, on the
other side of the chamber that those swaps that were
generated by the previous government cost somewhere
in the order of $200 million to establish. And now the
value of those swaps is $217 million to the state of
Victoria on the basis of the variation in the value of the
dollar that has occurred during the course of the last
year. The opposition last sitting week was trying to
make great mileage about the quantum of those swaps
as if they were costs incurred by the Andrews
government, when they were not. They were an
exposure that was incurred by the previous government
in relation to the debt facility.
Ms Fitzherbert — On a point of order, President, I
asked a very specific question about the cost of the
arrangement fees for each bond issuance. I was not
referring to the swaps that were the subject of my
question in the last sitting week. In the response I was
provided by the minister, he says:
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The fees are comparable with those payable for any normal
TCV bond issuance.

Given that he can say they are comparable, I ask you to
refer him back to my question, which is: what is the
cost?
The PRESIDENT — Order! The minister does in
fact have a bit over 2 minutes to continue, and I think
that he has provided some information. Just from my
point of view, on these matters he might well not be
able to provide a precise figure as Ms Fitzherbert seeks
because these arrangements would be variable
depending upon market conditions and when there is a
maturation of bonds or new arrangements entered into.
Nonetheless, I think the minister might well be able to
provide an indicative situation on current expectations
or costs. If so, he has 2 minutes in which to provide that
sort of information to the house.
Mr JENNINGS — I have to say to you, President,
that when I did provide Ms Fitzherbert with the answer
that had been provided to me by my friends in
Treasury, I thought to myself, ‘Even though we are
talking about comparatively small beer, the nature of
the way in which the answer was written may have
invited a further question’, and here it has come. I think
the people in Treasury are the people best placed to
provide the answer, and I will encourage them to
furnish the member with the answer in a level of detail
that would satisfy her interest.
Supplementary question
Ms FITZHERBERT (Southern Metropolitan) —
The written response refers to the government
negotiating greater flexibility in relation to bond
issuance. Can the minister confirm that the government
will pay a premium in the arrangement fees for this
greater flexibility?
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) —
When Ms Fitzherbert took her point of order in relation
to my substantive answer, she was indicating that I was
talking about something that is completely different to
the matter in hand. Now she has returned to the issue
that I was talking about in her supplementary, so I think
I was totally apposite to what the nature of her line of
inquiry was. In fact I was talking about the issue in
question. In terms of any technical detailed matter that
may satisfy her current interest, I think Treasury is best
placed to provide that.

Timber industry
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — My question is
to the Minister for Agriculture. I refer to the
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government’s statement in the Age last week that it has
decided not to provide an indemnity to VicForests in
respect of the new timber contracts. Was the minister
aware of this decision when she answered a question in
this house about VicForests contracts two weeks ago?
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) —
Mr Dalidakis was with us in spirit on Friday night, in
response to Ms Lovell’s interjection.
The government is working, as members are well
aware, in supporting the establishment of a timber
industry task force, which is a group representing
non-government environment organisations,
representatives of the Victorian forestry industry and
the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union,
as well as many other interested parties, to explore
areas where there may be a consensus to make
recommendations to government around changes to the
industry with a view to making the industry more
sustainable as well as protecting our natural assets. In
particular there is an interest in this issue, as Ms Dunn
and I frequently discuss in this place, in the recovery
efforts that we are all interested in for the Leadbeater’s
possum.
On the question of specific commercial arrangements
and indemnities, I will proceed with a bit of caution. A
lot of these are commercial-in-confidence
arrangements, so with your forbearance, President, I
might take the specific nature of the indemnities issue
that Mr Drum is seeking an answer to on notice so that
I do not offend any of those commercial-in-confidence
arrangements.
Mr Rich-Phillips — On a point of order, President,
the substantive question asked by Mr Drum was: was
the minister aware that the government had made its
decision on indemnity? I do not see how the minister
can take that on notice.
The PRESIDENT — Order! From my point of
view, the minister is in a position to answer a question
in any way that she believes satisfies that question. It
may well not satisfy the member who has asked the
question or indeed other members of the house. In this
case the minister has indicated that she is prepared to
provide further information which will be apposite to
the question, because the question will certainly be
available for the minister’s staff and the minister to
prepare an answer, and that will come on the next day
of meeting. From my point of view that is sufficient not
to require a further comment now.
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Mr Drum — Further to Mr Rich-Phillips’s point of
order, President, the government has made a decision,
and the question is: was the minister aware of that
decision when she answered a question in the house last
week or not? There is either a yes or a no here.
The PRESIDENT — Order! My problem is that I
cannot make the minister answer one way or the other,
and the minister has indicated that she will provide a
response.
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Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — I thank the member for her question. I think I
made the point yesterday that TAFEs, like all
organisations, need some renewal, just like political
parties need renewal now and then, but they do not
need to be gutted. I do not have a specific figure. Each
TAFE has different staffing profiles. I think the
question was in relation to contract staff, quite frankly,
and contract staff are contract staff.
Supplementary question

Supplementary question
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — I have a
pre-prepared supplementary question. One of my
supplementaries says: if she answers yes, I am going to
go in this direction.
Mr Dalidakis interjected.
Mr DRUM — I was reading a quote over the
weekend, and it just kept bringing me back to
Mr Dalidakis. It was something along the lines of:
‘When you’re dead, you don’t know you’re dead, so the
pain is borne by everybody around you’. The part of the
quote that brought me back to Mr Dalidakis was: ‘It’s
the same when you’re stupid’.
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I ask Mr Drum to
withdraw the remark.
Mr DRUM — But it was a good quote, wasn’t it?
The PRESIDENT — Order! Is Mr Drum
withdrawing the remark?
Mr DRUM — I withdraw the remark, and I will rub
out the photo of Mr Dalidakis that was sitting next to
the quote as well. Anyway, I will ask — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! The real danger of
contesting this matter is that Mr Drum has now lost his
time.
Mr DRUM — President, it was worth it.

TAFE staffing
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question without notice is directed to the Minister
for Training and Skills. I refer the minister to his
statement to this house yesterday that he had asked
TAFEs to ‘not have wholesale … redundancy
programs’. How many contracts need to lapse at a
TAFE before it constitutes a wholesale redundancy
program?

Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — To
put perhaps a little more flesh on the question by means
of supplementary, can the minister guarantee that no
money the Andrews government has provided in its
so-called rescue plans has been spent on retraining staff
in 2015 only to be sacked in 2016?
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — Can I guarantee it? I think Mrs Peulich is
talking about the $20 million brought forward out of the
TAFE rescue plan. I think it is highly unlikely.
However, I have to say that as staff change their profile
I would certainly prefer them to give staff who have a
lower workload because of different teaching
requirements the opportunity to retrain and keep their
jobs. Can I guarantee it? I could not guarantee that — it
is changing every year — but I would certainly say that
I think it is a much better process for staff, rather than
simply sacking their staff, to have a look at giving them
an opportunity to retrain in another area where there is
demand.
Ordered that answers be considered next day on
motion of Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern
Metropolitan).

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
have written answers to the following questions on
notice: 571–72, 688–89, 733–34, 773, 868, 872, 1114,
1424–31, 1999–2000, 2470, 2482–83, 2496–98,
2505–06, 2533–35, 2561–64, 2566–72, 2575, 2607,
3307–10, 3315–26, 3679–3718, 3785, 4008–19, 4023,
4025–28, 4030–42.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Written responses
The PRESIDENT — Order! I first indicate that
there are three answers that I would have expected
today that are not available. In two cases in fact
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ministers have indicated to me that there was a
difficulty in meeting that deadline and that they are in
the process of obtaining the information to provide an
answer to the house.
In the case of Mr Jennings’s answer to a supplementary
question posed yesterday by Ms Wooldridge in regard
to the Somyurek investigation costs, Mr Jennings has
indicated to me that he is working on that answer but
was unable to furnish it today in accordance with my
direction. In a moment I will seek from Mr Jennings an
indication of whether that might be available tomorrow
or whether he is seeking the courtesy of the house for a
longer period, in which case Ms Wooldridge may wish
to respond to that in some procedural manner.
Ms Pulford has also indicated that she is reviewing
some information to provide an accurate answer to the
house in respect of travel arrangements, as posed by the
question by Mr Finn yesterday. She has referred today
to the compilation of that matter and the fact that she
did raise with me that she was not in a position to
furnish that today.
The words ‘personal explanation’ were bandied around
in part of that discussion today. I indicate that where
there is a personal explanation to be made, it is
incumbent upon the member to allow me to understand
exactly what explanation they are going to make. There
is a procedure in the standing orders for the provision of
a personal explanation. I am not sure that members
were necessarily expecting that procedure to be
followed in full; rather, they were seeking an apposite
response from the minister. As I understand it, the
minister is pursuing that response, and this was also
raised in question time today. I might get an indication
from Minister Pulford as well on when she might
expect that that material will be available.
The third one relates to the response to both the
substantive and supplementary questions asked by
Mr Young to Mr Herbert for the Minister for Police
yesterday in regard to handgun licence applications.
Certainly I have not sighted that answer.
I ask each of the ministers to give me some sort of
indication on where we are at with those matters.
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — As I
indicated to you privately before question time,
President, and indeed to Mr Finn, it is very much my
intention to provide that information before question
time tomorrow.
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) —
Thank you, President, for recognising that I did raise
my inability to deliver what I was hoping to provide the
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house today. Members would all be aware that most of
us, including myself, have been in the Parliament for 20
of the last 24 hours. With regard to my ability to ensure
that the information is provided to me, not only within
my responsibilities but within the responsibilities across
government and in particular on an issue that I had
already foreshadowed had not been resolved, I took
measures yesterday to try to get that issue resolved so I
could provide the house with a complete, furnished
assessment of the costs. That was a first-order issue I
had sought from the public service in terms of
providing that outcome that would then facilitate the
information being shared.
During the running of the Parliament this morning, I
did not receive a consolidation of that information in a
form that I was able to share with the house. I had a
returned call — unfortunately during the course of
question time — that might have provided me with a
complete answer, but I have not spoken directly to the
relevant officers to learn when that answer may be
provided. I will use my best endeavours to provide the
information in either an incomplete form or a complete
form, which should be available shortly.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I inform Mr Herbert
that the question I referred to was from the last sitting
week, not yesterday.
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — If those answers have not been provided, I
apologise to Mr Young. I thought we had done them
all, but I will check with the Minister for Police and get
back to Mr Young as soon as I can with an answer to
that.
The PRESIDENT — Order! In respect of today’s
matters, I indicate that as the questions that
Mr Rich-Phillips posed to Ms Pulford relate to matters
that she is already pursuing, I dare say that she can take
up the matters raised by Mr Rich-Phillips as part of the
answer she provides. I think they go to the same
substance, essentially. Both the question yesterday, to
my recall, and Mr Rich-Phillips’s questions go to the
time sequence as to why a set of information was
provided on a certain date, which I think was
30 October, and why the minister was unable to provide
similar information — or the same information, one
would expect — on a subsequent date, given that an
answer to an FOI request had already been prepared.
The minister has indicated to us that we are talking
about some other time frames involved with the travel
and she wants to provide a complete and accurate
answer, so without necessarily having to instruct on this
one, I think the minister will take into account
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Mr Rich-Phillips’s questions today as part of the
process that she is involved with.
In terms of Ms Lovell’s questions, I am a little
perplexed inasmuch as, as with the Leader of the
Government, I am not sure what the benefit of these
answers would be in a public interest sense, but it is not
my position to determine whether or not these questions
ought to stand in that respect.
I think that question time, where answers are sought
from ministers, is the domain of members and that I
should not intrude or seek to have judgement on those
questions. I certainly think that the turnover of staff in a
ministerial office provided as an answer could well
have all sorts of explanations, including the fact that it
is a new government and that some people might have
been taken on for a brief period of time to get the files
sorted out, get the photocopier working and so forth
and then left the employ. What relevance that has in
terms of this issue, I am not sure.
However, the question has been asked and there was
not an answer as such, so I invite Mr Jennings to
provide a response to both the substantive and the
supplementary question, recognising that in the
supplementary question there is a very big difference
between paying out normal entitlements of accrued
holiday pay and so forth and redundancy payments,
which would suggest a termination situation as distinct
from a resignation. The questions are difficult for the
minister to address, but nonetheless, as I said, it is not
my position to actually pass judgement on the questions
as such in this circumstance. I invite the minister to
provide a response.
Mr Drum’s supplementary question was a cracker.
An honourable member interjected.
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obtain some information to respond to those questions
from Treasury. Again, given it is another department, I
give two days for that response.
In responding to a supplementary question from
Mr Purcell, Ms Pulford indicated that she would obtain
some information from the Minister for Public
Transport to satisfy the supplementary question in
regard to rail services. I give two days for that response.
Ms Springle asked a question of Ms Mikakos. In
respect of her supplementary question, it was
essentially: if the government is not already collecting
the statistics, would the government consider collecting
the statistics on essentially — and I use the term to
cover many aspects of service she referred to —
counselling services to these young people? That was
the supplementary question, and I think that was not
actually responded to directly as to a government
intention, yay or nay.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The way Ms Springle posed her question
was that she included a range of issues in the preamble,
which made a little bit unclear the exact nature of the
question. I have since had the opportunity to review
some of the questions on notice that related to this
matter. As I have made clear in both responding to
those questions on notice and also in responding to the
questions from Ms Springle today, a manual review of
every client record would be required to provide the
information that Ms Springle is seeking. That is the
advice that I gave her in response to the question on
notice, and that is in fact the advice I gave in response
to the question earlier. I have therefore made it clear to
the house that it is very difficult for the department to
collate the data that Ms Springle is seeking, because it
would require a manual examination of every file.

In terms of Mr Drum’s substantive question, which was
about the minister’s awareness of a decision not to
provide an indemnity to VicForests in respect of new
timber contracts, which was apparently an indemnity
announced prior to a question that was put to the
minister about those contracts, I think that it is fair that
the minister be invited to provide a response as to
awareness of that indemnity position. As that is within
her portfolio, I ask that that response be returned within
a day.

The PRESIDENT — Order! That is a more
fulsome response and a more apposite response, I have
to say, in terms of the specific question about data
collection. I appreciate the minister’s comments in that
respect. To a large extent it actually does go to
explaining the government’s intention in respect of
effectively not collecting the information because it is
too difficult to do it. Perhaps I could still have a written
response from the minister that might well reflect the
information she has provided verbally to the house and
any further information directly on the supplementary
question. I appreciate the remarks she made, which go
some way to responding to Ms Springle.

Ms Fitzherbert posed a question about the fees
associated with rollovers in both her substantive and
supplementary questions. Mr Jennings undertook to

Ms Wooldridge — On a point of order, President,
with regard to my supplementary question in relation to
the total lump sum payments by the government, I do

The PRESIDENT — Two days on that matter,
thank you!
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not believe that the Leader of the Government
responded to that question. While he made some
general statements in relation to them being consistent
with entitlements, there is no transparency in relation to
what those entitlements may be and there is no
transparency about the terms of contracts in these sorts
of situations. I ask you therefore to reinstate and ask for
a written response to my supplementary question about
what is the total amount of lump sum payments made
by the government to Ms Paul.
The PRESIDENT — I am thinking about that.
Ms Hartland — On a point of order, President, in
relation to the question I asked yesterday about the fire
service review, Mr Jennings was going to take it on
notice. I understand his reasoning for it not being
available today, but I would like an idea of a time when
it will be available.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I would have given a
two-day instruction on that, so I would be expecting a
response to that question tomorrow.
In respect of Ms Wooldridge’s supplementary question
to the Leader of the Government on the total amount of
the lump sum payments paid by the government to
Ms Paul since the house was updated on 3 September, I
am obviously not in a position to know whether there
were any further payments, or whether in fact they were
simply the accrued entitlements that any employee
would have had or whether there were any additional
payments that might have been made. On the basis of
allowing the house to have some transparency in what
was a difficult matter, I ask the minister if it is possible
to provide that response to the supplementary question,
and that would be a two-day response.
Sitting suspended 1.04 p.m. until 2.09 p.m.
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — Deputy President, in response to the matter
raised by the President just prior to the lunch break
regarding the non-tabling of an answer to a question
asked by Mr Young on 12 November, at the start of the
lunch break I asked my office about it. I thought we had
not gotten an answer from the police department, and I
just want to clarify the record in terms of this. In fact a
draft response from the Minister for Police came into
my office on Friday, and a relatively new member of
my office did not pick it up. I apologise for that. I take
responsibility; it certainly was not the police minister. It
has now been lodged, and hopefully it satisfies the
requirements.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I thank the
minister for that clarification.
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South Eastern Metropolitan Region
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
You are looking quite fresh, Deputy President, given
the lateness of the hour at which we concluded last
night. My constituency question is for the attention of
the Special Minister of State, who is not here. I hope
more ministers will be arriving shortly.
Mr Herbert — I’m here.
Mrs PEULICH — Have we only got one minister?
Mr Herbert — I’m on duty. I am happy to do my
duty for the Parliament.
Mrs PEULICH — We do not have a spill, do we?
The question that I ask has been raised with me by
multicultural constituents in the south-east in relation to
a fundraiser organised by Progressive Business
involving Robin Scott, the Minister for Finance and
Minister for Multicultural Affairs. It was hosted by
Deloitte, and the price was $2475 per non-member
ticket. I ask if the minister can provide information as to
what safeguards, such as note takers from the minister’s
own private office or the department, were present to
ensure that no perception of access for influence
occurred — —
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Western Metropolitan Region
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — My
constituency question is for the Minister for Training
and Skills, who is the representative in this house of the
Minister for Education. This morning I was alerted to
an issue by parents regarding Footscray Primary
School. The school has one oval which is the only
green space in the school ground. The oval has now
been closed due to building rubble and possibly
asbestos that is buried under the oval coming to the
surface due to erosion and drought conditions over
recent years. The situation is a hazard to the children’s
health as they have nowhere to play. Apparently the
government has known about this issue since 2011
when building works occurred at the school and the
issue was discovered, yet nothing has been done about
it so far. My question for the minister is: will the
government urgently deal with the situation — the
possible asbestos and the rubble — so that Footscray
Primary School children can once again play on their
oval?
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Southern Metropolitan Region
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — My
constituency question is for the Minister for Public
Transport, who is responsible for the removal of level
crossings. On Monday evening traders and small
business owners met to speak with the Level Crossing
Removal Authority about their concerns relating to the
level crossing removal at North Road, Ormond. At the
meeting traders expressed their frustrations and
concerns about the very real possibility of facing
financial hardship as a result of the impact the removal
is having on their businesses. Many are angry and
disappointed about the continual changes in plans for
the removal of the level crossing and the lack of
communication from the government and authorities.
The government continues to deviate from the
schedule, with the changes not being communicated to
those who will be affected. In addition, night works
have been introduced, but no information has been
provided on the dates the night works will cause
disruption. The call centre does not have up-to-date
information on the plans. The whole communication
plan, or lack thereof, on the project is a mess. Will the
minister immediately review the project to ensure that
correct and accurate information is provided to traders
so that they can plan and manage their ability to
conduct business during this time?

Western Metropolitan Region
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) — My
constituency question is addressed to the Treasurer, the
Honourable Tim Pallas, and it relates to the
employment and economic growth performance of the
western suburbs. I note the latest Australian Bureau of
Statistics figures on state demand and employment
which show that Victoria’s is now the fastest growing
economy in Australia. This is in contrast to the six
months of contraction, or recession, that Victoria
suffered in 2012 under the coalition government. With
statewide unemployment down from 6.8 per cent under
the previous government to 6.1 per cent under the
current government, I ask the Treasurer to provide an
update on how Victoria’s improvement in employment
and economic performance has affected Western
Metropolitan Region and, in particular, to provide an
update on the rise in employment and growth in my
electorate since the government was elected.

Western Victoria Region
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — My question
is to the Minister for Training and Skills, Mr Herbert. I
hope he is listening. I am glad to see he is in the
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chamber. My question is: what is the minister doing
with Glenormiston agricultural college? I have had
deputations from industries both within and outside
Australia wanting to utilise this facility. We know
South West TAFE did not renew its lease on the college
and the campus has been in limbo for about two years
now. I know parts of it are being used by different
stakeholders, but I have had deputations from people
who want to use it for drug rehabilitation purposes.
They could use the college to accommodate 200 people
on site. I have had deputations from Chinese parties that
want to use it for processing and education and training
for their plant operators, and I have had deputations
from service delivery providers who want to use it for
educational purposes. The minister has an external
consultancy, Sweet, that is examining a whole range of
expressions of interest for the college, but I have heard
nothing from the government — —
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Northern Victoria Region
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — My question
is to the Minister for Public Transport, and it concerns
the discrepancy between the City of Greater Shepparton
and other regional cities in regard to weekend public
transport services. A constituent has raised with me his
concern that he is unable to travel between Shepparton
and Mooroopna on Saturday afternoons or Sundays.
This limits his ability to shop and to attend church and
family functions. On a recent trip to Warrnambool my
constituent noticed that town buses there run on
Sundays. He then looked up other timetables and found
that Sunday bus services are available in many other
regional centres. Those centres not only include
obvious cities such as Bendigo, Ballarat and Geelong
but also other cities such as Traralgon and Mildura.
Greater Shepparton has a larger population than
Warrnambool, Traralgon and Mildura, but it does not
have the same access to public bus services. My
constituents are fed up with being treated like they do
not matter by the Andrews Labor government. My
question to the minister is: will the minister guarantee
additional public transport services for Greater
Shepparton on Saturday afternoons and Sundays?

Southern Metropolitan Region
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — My
constituency question is for the attention of the Minister
for Public Transport, and it relates to the minister’s
media release of 24 November which states that early
works on the Melbourne Metro rail project in 2017 will
include the relocation of trees and other road features to
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enable construction sites to be established. My question
to the Minister for Public Transport is: will this work
include relocating trees in Fawkner Park, in my
constituency, to facilitate it becoming a staging point
for heavy and earthmoving machinery, a storage area
for tunnel spoil and the egress point for tunnel-boring
machinery? If so, how many trees will be relocated, and
to where will they be relocated?

Western Metropolitan Region
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — My
constituency question is to the Minister for
Environment, Climate Change and Water. The minister
may be aware of the avalanche of outrage following the
release of a draft metropolitan waste and resource
recovery implementation plan. If she is not aware, she
should check her inbox. Locals are furious that this plan
recommends that all of Melbourne’s future landfill
waste should go to the western or northern suburbs.
Given the difficulties already experienced with landfill
waste, specifically at Ravenhall and Bulla, and the
failure of the Environment Protection Authority
Victoria to protect residents, will the minister reassure
my constituents that Melbourne’s west will not in
future be the dumping ground for millions of tonnes of
stinking waste?

Eastern Metropolitan Region
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
constituency question is for the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety. Many of my constituents and a local
community group from the suburb of Montmorency,
about 20 kilometres north-east of Melbourne, are
concerned about the decline of sugar gliders in the area.
Once abundant through the suburb, the sugar glider is a
small possum which glides through the air from tree to
tree, up to a distance of 50 metres. Montmorency is a
beautiful area on the fringe of Melbourne which once
boasted a great deal of native vegetation and wildlife.
But as the large old trees make way for residential and
industrial developments there are fewer and fewer trees.
This has had an impact on sugar gliders as it means
they cannot glide from tree to tree to forage, nest and
mate. The Labor government has committed to an
upgrade of Bolton Street, which is a significant part of
the sugar glider range. Can the minister advise if the
Bolton Street upgrade will result in the loss of any
habitat, and if so, how this will be offset? In relation to
the movement of arboreal animals, will the minister
consider the construction of rope bridges, which are a
proven and effective way for wildlife — —
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Wednesday, 25 November 2015

Northern Victoria Region
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — My constituency
question goes to the Bendigo tennis project, which was
funded to the tune of $2.4 million under the state
coalition government. However, in the days leading up
to the election, the Labor Party reprioritised the funding
for that program and put it back into consolidated
revenue. Labor members of Parliament who
represented Bendigo were very supportive of this
project when they were in opposition and were very
keen for it to be funded. It is worth noting that the
Bendigo Tennis Association won a major national
award at the recent Newcombe Medal. The money that
was previously allocated to the project and reprioritised
for the Bendigo Aquatic Centre at the Kangaroo Flat
Swimming Pool, which is in the same pool of funding,
has now reappeared and been put back on the books. I
am now wondering what has happened to the
$2.4 million that was reprioritised for the Bendigo
tennis club project and whether it can be put back on
the books.

GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE
Debate resumed.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
was talking about the Royal Commission into Family
Violence and expressing my concerns that there was no
requirement on the royal commission to analyse the
causes, yet it is expected to come up with some
solutions and recommendations. It seems to me you
cannot come up with insightful and effective
resolutions and recommendations if you are not
required to analyse the causes. You can spend multiple
millions of dollars as a response, but you will not know
that it is doing what it needs to do. When it comes to
multicultural communities in particular, I think there
are serious issues.
I was aware of one woman from Sudan who was,
regrettably, a victim of violence at her husband’s hands.
She was reluctant to make a report to the police. Over a
period of time she was convinced to do so, and within
24 hours she became persona non grata in her own
family and her community. That was due in part to the
failure to understand the embedded cultural practices.
For example, in Sudan it is not unusual for an entire
village to put resources such as livestock — say,
cows — into the dowry to facilitate a marriage. When
this marriage fell apart, all those who had contributed to
the dowry knocked on the door of the poor woman and
demanded the return of their livestock. Within 24 hours
she became persona non grata in her own community.
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The failure to understand these things is a missed
opportunity — a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
As I said before, you cannot explain everything merely
by talking about it being a product of gender inequality.
Gender inequality does not explain same-sex violence.
It does not explain violence such as elder abuse. It does
not explain family violence between siblings, which is
not unusual. I was speaking to a policeman in the
Frankston area who told me that some of their common
call-outs were from two sisters who regularly belted the
bejesus out of each other. The last time the police were
required to call on them was over a hairbrush which, to
most people, seems like an extraordinary reason for a
punch-up between two sisters. Unfortunately it does
happen.
Obviously violence occurs between husbands, wives,
spouses or partners and also children. To me this is a
primary motivator. It is very sad that children often are
victims and used as pawns in difficult relationships.
There are all too many who become victims in those
types of relationships. A lot of those children are not
female; some of them are male. Luke Batty was not a
girl; he was a boy. Sadly his life was lost in the most
tragic circumstances — circumstances that no-one
could possibly conceive, having died at the hands of his
father.
The sort of bland, easy and conflated explanation that it
is all as a result of gender inequality is, as I said, a gross
oversimplification which does not do justice to a very
important issue, particularly when it comes to
understanding the cultural practices where domestic
violence is often embedded in the community, and that
relates to my portfolio as shadow Minister for
Multicultural Affairs.
I am looking forward to the debate. I certainly hope it
will not be just about platitudes but that it will be a
constructive debate resulting in some insights.
Likewise, with the social cohesion and resilience fund
that I referred to earlier, I hope some of those
short-term priorities or funding opportunities move
forward to combat racism, whether it is Islamophobia
or anti-Jewish sentiment. Parents are petrified that their
children are going to be recruited by evil causes such as
ISIS. It is a monumental battle to remove stuff from the
net, but there are ways of training people and
community organisations to do that, therefore
magnifying the resource that can be directed to fund
these organisations to help remove some of that hate
material from the net.
Local government is another area where I think this
government has failed in its first year. There was a

4857

golden opportunity with the Local Government
Amendment (Improved Governance) Bill 2015 to
address a significant issue which we are going to see
play out next year — that is, the local council elections.
In most councils we will see huge fields of people we
have never heard of before. There will be fields of 25
and 30 candidates who are totally unknown to us. The
reason they are running is to manipulate the voting
system and to feed in a series of preferences towards a
main candidate. This is facilitated by having
how-to-vote cards in the mail packs of all bar 10 of the
councils in the state of Victoria. It would not have cost
a darn thing — in fact it probably would have cost
less — to remove those how-to-vote cards so that
genuine candidates who want to get themselves elected
can pay for their own distribution of material and the
voter can have greater confidence in the integrity of the
system.
I could talk on this topic ad nauseam, but I have tried to
cover my portfolios and my region in saying that the
first year of the Andrews government has been a huge
disappointment. The Premier began at the 100th day to
say not a minute had been wasted. I have not worked
out how many minutes there are in a whole year, but in
many of these areas this government has wasted that
time. In just one year of the Andrews government the
state budget is back in deficit for the first time in
20 years. More projects are being cancelled than
started, jobs are being lost, crime is soaring and unions
are striking. The state government is unsettled by the
police investigations and the internal divisions, the
electoral rorts, its $1.5 billion budget bungle, and
spiralling unemployment and crime. Sacking ministers
and replacing them with others who are themselves
underperformers is all a distraction for the government
from its core purpose, which is to serve the needs of the
community.
I hope year 2 is better, but year 1 has been a huge blow
and a huge disappointment to South Eastern
Metropolitan Region. I commend Ms Wooldridge for
bringing this motion before the house giving us an
opportunity to make representations on behalf of our
communities.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — I also want to
start by congratulating Ms Wooldridge on bringing this
motion to the house and allowing us to highlight what a
lacklustre year 2015 has been for the state of Victoria
and importantly for the regions we represent. In other
contributions today, many members will talk about the
government’s failure to deliver on election
commitments that Labor made to electorates during the
election campaign. The government might find my
contribution quite refreshing because for the electorate
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that I wish to speak about today — the Assembly
electorate of Shepparton — the Andrews government
has delivered on every election-specific commitment it
made. That is because Labor promised nothing for the
seat of Shepparton, and true to its word Labor has
delivered nothing that is specifically for the Shepparton
electorate.

Fifthly, Labor leader Daniel Andrews did not visit the
electorate during the election campaign. I do not think
he even made a single visit during the whole of the
2014 election year. The last time I can remember him
being in Shepparton was when he turned up in July
2013 promising additional trains, which we have not
seen in Shepparton — surprise, surprise.

In fact on 27 November 2014, two days before the state
election, the Shepparton News compared the promises
to the seat of Shepparton from the Liberal-Nationals
coalition and the Labor Party. Under the Labor Party’s
column it says, ‘No direct commitments’. The quote
from the Labor Party candidate is quite amusing. The
Shepparton News started out by saying:

Shepparton is an electorate that needs investment and
support. It is an electorate that has significant levels of
disadvantage, high numbers of new settlers, is
significantly under stress in the agricultural sector and
has high youth unemployment. Yet Labor did not and
still does not have Shepparton on its radar. For 11 years
from 1999 to the end of 2010 the Bracks and Brumby
governments largely ignored the Shepparton electorate.
They only took an interest in the area when they came
up with a plan to strip the irrigators in northern Victoria
of water and pipe it to Melbourne.

Only two days out from the election Labor has still not made
a single funding commitment to the region.

The Labor candidate for Shepparton, Rod Higgins, is
then quoted as having said, ‘I’ll advocate vigorously
once we’re in’. I had not heard him advocate for
anything at this point in time, but he continued, ‘I
haven’t promised anything I can’t deliver’ — what an
understatement that is; he had not promised anything so
of course he could deliver nothing — and he finished
by saying, ‘I don’t want to turn around after the
election … and say I can’t do that now because
priorities have changed’. That shows that Labor does
not intend to deliver on all of the election commitments
it made in other electorates.
During the election campaign Labor demonstrated to
the people of Shepparton that it was not interested in
their needs, the services they needed or the
infrastructure they needed. It did this, firstly, by failing
to make a single Shepparton-specific election
commitment. Secondly, it refused to participate in a
public forum that was organised by the Committee for
Greater Shepparton. The committee had a forum with
the coalition. It then wanted to run a public one with
Labor, but Labor could not find the time to turn up and
front the public of Shepparton at a forum. Thirdly,
Labor ran dead in the campaign to assist the
Independent candidate in that seat.
Fourthly — and this is a doozy — Labor incorrectly
spelt Shepparton on its how-to-vote cards. Instead of
spelling it S-h-e-p-p-a-r-t-o-n, it spelt it
S-h-a-p-p-a-r-t-o-n. Even though this was discovered
during the prepoll period two weeks out from the
election date, Labor continued to hand out that card all
the way through. It did not have enough respect for the
people of the Shepparton electorate to spell the
electorate name right on its how-to-vote card.

The then Treasurer, John Lenders, actually told the
Municipal Association of Victoria that his government
would only invest in infrastructure in northern Victoria
if there was a direct benefit for Melbourne. That was an
absolutely shameful statement. Obviously the Andrews
government is following in the footsteps of John
Brumby and John Lenders, because Premier Daniel
Andrews and Treasurer Tim Pallas are also not
interested in investing in the infrastructure that the
Shepparton electorate so desperately needs.
In contrast, during only four years in government the
Liberals invested heavily in the Shepparton electorate:
$75 million for a new courthouse, $18.3 million for a
new Numurkah hospital and an additional $2.5 million
for a new ambulance station, $7.5 million for the
Doyles Road roundabout, $22 million to save SPC
Ardmona, $1.25 million to allow Pactum Dairy Group
to establish, $5 million in the Goulburn Valley Industry
and Infrastructure Fund, $900 000 to expand Unilever
at Tatura, $500 000 to bring Scorpio Foods to the
region, $1.5 million for Murray Dairy, $1.375 million
for the Ryan Meat expansion at Nathalia, $1.2 million
to expand the Tatura Abattoirs, $30 000 for Toolamba
Fresh Produce, $90 000 for both the Barolli and
Boumbis orchards, $125 000 for a feasibility study for
our new art museum and a $125 000 feasibility study to
relocate the aerodrome, as well as $700 000 towards the
Vaughan Street redevelopment.
Seven kindergartens were funded in the area. A
brand-new Toolamba Kindergarten was provided by
myself as the Minister for Children and Early
Childhood Development with funding of $450 000,
because the old one had burnt down and the Bracks
government had not provided funding to re-establish it.
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The Gowrie Street kindergarten had $300 000 to
expand, Kialla Park had $276 000, Nathalia had
$101 000, Numurkah had $300 000, Knight Street had
$205 000 and St Mel’s had $105 000, and in August
2014 seven kindergartens shared in $40 000 worth of
small grants and IT equipment. We invested very
heavily in the Shepparton electorate, and that is just to
name a few of the things that were funded there during
our four years.
We went on. We kept going during the election
campaign. We committed $75 million with a promise
we would commence stage 1 of Goulburn Valley
Health. We promised additional train services: an extra
train service daily from Melbourne to Shepparton and
an extra return service on Saturday and Sunday, and
that was just the start of the short, medium and
long-term priorities for train services in Shepparton that
had been identified by the review of the Shepparton line
conducted by Jeanette Powell.
During the election campaign we also promised
$1 million for the planning of a staged approach to the
Shepparton bypass, $2.5 million for the next stage of
the CBD redevelopment and an additional $5 million
for the Goulburn Valley Infrastructure and Investment
Fund to create jobs in Shepparton, which is something
that is desperately needed. However, Labor promised
nothing and, true to its word, has delivered nothing.
None of these things we have identified as being
important to the people of Shepparton have been picked
up by the government.
The former Treasurer, Michael O’Brien, the member
for Malvern in the other place, had locked $75 million
for the Goulburn Valley Health redevelopment into the
forward estimates of the budget. But it did not appear in
this year’s budget because Labor reprioritised it. That
money was redirected, and it is not hard to work out
where it went. Labor said that its last budget was about
funding its election commitments. But one hospital was
funded that was not part of an election commitment.
Werribee Mercy Hospital received $85 million, so it is
not hard to see where the $75 million for the
Shepparton hospital went. Werribee Mercy Hospital
just happens to be located on the border of the
Assembly electorates of Werribee and Altona. The
Werribee electorate is represented by the Treasurer,
Tim Pallas, and the Altona electorate is represented by
the Minister for Health, Jill Hennessy. It is certainly not
hard to see where our money was redirected to.
Shepparton has been ignored by the Andrews
government. It is time for the Andrews government to
start to govern for all Victorians. It is also time for it to
start to fund the infrastructure and services that are
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needed by the people in the Shepparton electorate. That
includes far more than just Shepparton itself. There is
Tatura, Dookie, Numurkah, Nathalia, Strathmerton and
a whole range of little areas like Waaia, Wunghnu,
Toolamba and other places in that electorate. These
people need and deserve these services. They do not
deserve to be ignored by Daniel Andrews and Labor.
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) — In rising
to speak on Ms Wooldridge’s motion, I want to make a
couple of comments about what she said in her opening
statement. She said that Victoria did not get the
government it deserved when it elected a Labor
government and that the government is all talk and no
action. For a minute I thought she was talking about the
2010 election, when Victoria voted in the coalition
government. That is exactly the description that can be
given to the last government, the coalition government.
For four years there was talk, talk and no action. In fact
earlier I was reading a review on why the Liberal Party
lost the election. The review clearly acknowledges that
one of Liberals biggest failures was that it was too slow
to start. Apparently the reason is that it was not ready
for government because it did not think it was going to
win.
The coalition government was too slow to start. It then
decided it was going to do something — it sacked the
Premier and got a brand new Premier. After that it
decided it had better do something, so in its third
year — —
Mr Herbert — They sacked the chief
commissioner.
Mr MELHEM — They have done a lot of useless
stuff. Then the coalition government decided it needed
to come up with something, so it went and talked to a
focus group. That resulted in the decision to do the
east–west link project, but it decided that it would not
do it in that term of government but would do it in the
next term. But it was doing something. For two years
the former government talked about doing something.
Then four weeks out from the election the coalition
signed a contract, instead of waiting. The coalition had
known for four years that Victorians had made a
mistake in electing it. The polls showed month in and
month out that the coalition was behind Labor and that
more than likely there would be a change of
government. Nonetheless, the coalition decided to sign
that contract and the side deal.
Ms Wooldridge said that Labor was reckless. Who was
reckless there? It was not Labor. It was the former
Treasurer Michael O’Brien; it was the previous
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government. It knew the east–west contract had no
business case behind it. To make things worse, it spent
over $300 million just on advertising — not on doing
things but on advertising. The Napthine government
spent $4.9 million on the east–west project. Even
though it had gone, it still managed to spend nearly
$5 million on that. Talking about reckless, that is what
is reckless.
I go to the current figures. The unemployment figures
came out recently. They speak for themselves. For
September the figure was 6 per cent; it is now down to
5.6 per cent for the last quarter.
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project, and $4.5 billion was put aside. A few days ago
the contract went out to start the preliminary work. That
is going to happen. That is something the opposition
should have done when it was in government.
Infrastructure Australia had things ready to go, but
again it was another idea that was shelved. Then in the
last year of its term in office the coalition decided it had
better wake up and do something. It decided it needed
to do the things it had said it would l do. However, it
changed the metro rail project to something else.
On the fourth day we acted on legalising medical
cannabis, which we said we would. That is already
happening.

Mr Herbert — Incredible!
Mr MELHEM — That is right. It is pretty good. At
least this government is doing things.
The coalition talked about the sale of the port. It said it
was its policy and that we copied it. It said it wanted to
do it, that it was not our idea, but then it said it did not
want to help us in doing that. It is making sure that they
frighten everyone. It has said they will not support
legislation to sell the port, even though it was its policy.
The coalition has talked about the Ballarat rail line and
the regional rail link, another Labor project. But for
four years they forgot one thing. They forgot to order
any trains. There is no point having a new regional rail
project costing $3 billion if you then do not order any
stock to provide the services to the people in Ballarat,
Bendigo, Geelong and so forth. The first thing we did
when we got into government was order 20 new trains.
Mr Herbert interjected.
Mr MELHEM — You would reckon it was
common sense, would you not? I mean, it is the same
thing. At last we have got another 20 trams to make
sure that we are planning ahead so we do not get caught
short, because more and more people are using public
transport.
I will go back. It is like Christmas again; it is like
saying there are 365 days to Christmas. It is 365 days
since we were elected to government, and I want to talk
about what we have done in 365 days.
When Dan the Man, the Premier, came into office, on
the first day he said he would start the process of
removing 50 level crossings. And guess what? It is
happening. The first team has been contracted, work
has started, and it is happening. On his second day he
said he would end the war on the paramedics. That is a
tick. And on the third day — I have got 362 to go — he
said we would commence the Melbourne Metro rail

Mrs Peulich — That will make someone very
happy.
Mr MELHEM — That will help a lot of sick
children. It has actually been proven, through science,
that that is the only medication that will help them.
Mrs Peulich should be careful about criticising that.
The former Minister for Health is standing behind me;
he is in support of that as well, so it is a bipartisan thing.
To make that cheap comment is, I think, uncalled for.
What day was I on? I think I am on the fifth day now,
and I refer to the TAFE Rescue Fund, which comes
under the responsibility of the Minister for Training and
Skills, Mr Herbert, who is in the chamber. That saw
$320 million reinvested back into TAFE. What a
wonderful thing that is. It is happening. It is not about
going to do something; it is actually happening. It has
actually been implemented. We are getting the benefit,
and it is going.
On the sixth day we established the Royal Commission
into Family Violence. Again I think this is the first state
and the first government in Australia to establish such a
commission, and that will set the benchmark nationally.
Today is White Ribbon Day. In answer to the
accusation that this government is not doing much, I am
only up to the sixth day; there are another three hundred
and something to go.
On the seventh day, with action on the ice crisis again,
$45 million was promised to be put in place within
100 days of forming government to take action to
address the ice problem in Victoria. There was over
$200 million put into the Regional Development Fund
to assist the regional economy and invest in our fastest
growing industries, including food and fibre, and new
energies.
On the 10th day we made the announcement about
upgrading Eureka Stadium in Ballarat, and that is a
great project. It will benefit my Western Bulldogs team.
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It is a great project and a great investment for Ballarat.
That will bring a lot of business to Ballarat, where
people can go and watch a couple of AFL games. That
is a good investment. Another policy, on the 11th day,
was ‘No jab, no play’, and that has become our policy.
We are also cracking down on puppy farms. The list
goes on. Another policy, on the 13th day, was the
police regional radio upgrade. People have talked about
it; we actually did it.
There is further work on railway level crossings in
relation to Blackburn Road and Heatherdale Road. That
is already out to tender and construction is expected to
start next year. Major construction has started on the
Burke Road, Glen Iris, level crossing. Also, further
construction works are starting on the Centre Road,
Bentleigh, level crossing, and the Centre Road,
Clayton, level crossing project is out to tender with
construction to start next year. The Chandler Road,
Noble Park, level crossing has also gone out to tender
with construction to start next year, and the Clayton
Road, Clayton, level crossing project is out to tender
with construction to start next year. The list goes on.
Last but not least I will mention the work that has
already commenced on the level crossing at Main Road
and Furlong Road in St Albans. That is out to tender. It
is a wonderful thing that is long overdue. So many
people have lost their lives at that level crossing, and
construction has commenced to remove that. I will not
go through the rest — —
Mr Herbert — $12 million boost to education —
the biggest in the state. Parents will be able to drive
their kids to school easier.
Mr MELHEM — We are getting to education,
Mr Herbert. You have to be patient. I have a fair way to
go; I have another 330 things to talk about. But maybe I
will stop talking about level crossings and roads
because there are so many of them. They are all
happening.
Where was the previous government, really? I cannot
name a single major project it did in its own right. I
cannot name one. If someone could help me to name
one, I would be grateful.
Mr Finn — We fixed the St Albans level crossing.
Mr MELHEM — Did you now?
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MELHEM — I know they talked about it!
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Through
the Chair!
Mr MELHEM — The Tullamarine rail was a
gunna-do project. It is a bit like the Doncaster one — it
was all ‘gunna do’. That is why they called it the
gunna-do government, and those opposite have the
cheek to come in here today and move a motion
criticising the Andrews Labor government for what it
has done in 12 months! Christ almighty! We have done
a hell of a lot in 12 months. It is far more than what
those opposite did in four years, which was not much at
all.
Mr Herbert said we should talk about education. I think
it is a good idea to talk about education. There is
$780 million of expenditure in school and kindergarten
capital projects — the biggest ever capital expenditure
in relation to education. I talked about the $320 million
injection into the TAFE system. Some examples of
investment in schools are things like building a new
school for Morwell, upgrading Sunshine College — —
Mr Finn — We did that, and you know it.
Mr MELHEM — You said you were gunna do it;
we actually did it. You talked about it, but you never
did it.
Mr Finn — No, we allocated the money.
Mr MELHEM — You did not. That was one of the
gunna-do things. There is Parkhill Primary School. We
upgraded Lyndale Secondary College and Dandenong
High College. The list goes on. We upgraded
Brunswick Secondary College and replaced school
portables at Emerald Secondary College. The list goes
on and on about various school upgrades.
Williamstown High School is on the list, and it keeps
going. We also ended HIV discrimination in the Crimes
Act 1958. That is action 124.
Let us talk about the port of Melbourne, because I
mentioned that earlier. Coalition members should bury
their heads in shame because both sides announced a
policy to lease the port. They lost government, so they
could not sell it themselves. We want to go and do the
right thing and lease the port so that we can get some
capital to invest and do all these projects we said we
were going to do, which were all ticked off and
endorsed by the Victorian voters, and those opposite are
playing politics. They teamed up with the Greens party
to refer the lease of the port of Melbourne to a
committee to delay it and to try to block it.
I say this to the opposition: be fair dinkum. Do the
right thing by Victorians who actually voted. We went
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to an election. We said that we were going to lease out
the port. Whether people agree with it or disagree with
it, that is the platform we took to the election. Those
opposite took exactly the same platform to the election
and said that they were going to lease it. But when we
put forward proposed legislation to make sure we had
certainty for the people who are likely to need support,
to make sure we maximise the benefit for Victorian
taxpayers and to make sure they get the highest
possible price tag for the port — which is doing the
right thing by our constituents and taxpayers — instead
of supporting the project those opposite are sabotaging
the whole process. They did the same thing with the
east–west link. They talk about it costing $860 million,
but they only have themselves to blame. They are
doing it again and again. So I say to them: ‘Do the right
thing. Be fair dinkum and pass the port bill so we can
get on with business, lease the port and get the right
price for it so we can remove the 50 level crossings and
invest in education and projects’.
Another announcement we made last week was an
investment of $400 million to upgrade the Monash
Freeway. We also have the West Gate distributor.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr MELHEM — That is the thing. We are up for
the challenge. When 2018 comes there will be a
scorecard — and guess what? Daniel Andrews will be
out there shining, saying, ‘I have delivered on every
single promise I have made to the Victorian people’,
unlike the former two premiers. The former two
premiers cannot say the same thing because they failed
to implement the things they said they would
implement. I know Premier Andrews will be the
smiling Premier. He will be able to look people in the
eye and say, ‘I said I was going to deliver on all these
things — and guess what? I have delivered’. This is
because we are a government that is about delivering
things and doing the right thing by Victorians. If we say
we are going to deliver something, we will go out and
do it.
Let us talk about health. Those opposite made sure they
stripped the whole system. They went really quiet when
Tony Abbott stripped billions of dollars out of the
health system in Victoria going forward. They did not
do much about it. On day one, as I said earlier, we
declared an end to the Liberal war on paramedics, and
we are now working with paramedics to fix the
ambulance system, which the coalition failed to do
anything about. In fact it drove the system to the wall.
We have the former health minister here, so he can take
a bit of credit for that.
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We have provided $561.3 million for acute health
capital and infrastructure in the fastest growing areas, of
which my electorate, Western Metropolitan Region,
will get $200 million for Sunshine Hospital and
$85 million for the Werribee Mercy Hospital. Another
very important thing that will no longer be an issue to
argue about and that nurses will not have to argue about
every time there is a coalition government in Victoria is
the nurse-to-patient ratio. The nurse-to-patient ratio is
now enshrined in law, protecting our quality of care. It
will no longer be a political football to be played by the
coalition every time it gets into office.
In the last budget we invested an extra $2.1 billion in
hospitals, ambulances and various health programs. The
list goes on and on.
Mr Finn — Have you been to Sunbury?
Mr MELHEM — Sunbury is coming. Sunbury will
actually be better off under what we are proposing.
Mr Finn — Have you been to Sunbury lately?
Mr MELHEM — I have. Another achievement of
this government that is going to become reality shortly
is 24-hour public transport on weekends. It will take
effect on 1 January 2016, which is another tick. That
was number 242, so I am jumping a bit because
otherwise I think I will be here all day. Further
investments will be made in sport, as Victoria is a
sports capital of the world. We are investing another
$70 million in Simonds Stadium. We are doing some
upgrades there to make sure we can attract more events
to Geelong and to other regional areas.
On social issues, on day 244 adoption equality became
reality, which we said we would make happen.
Something I am very proud of is that my friend in the
other house, Natalie Hutchins, the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, has done a lot of good work in
achieving greater recognition of Victoria’s traditional
owners. We are so moved when the President in his
opening address every sitting week acknowledges the
traditional owners and the Aboriginal people, who are
the First Australians. It represents the great work done
by Minister Hutchins, the Premier and the whole
cabinet. It is something we should have done a long
time ago.
Going back to projects, the contract has been awarded
for the widening of the Tullamarine Freeway, and
construction has started. That has become reality.
Going back to education, we have breakfast clubs,
which happened on day 240. We said:
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No child should miss out on the most important meal of the
day. Our $13.5 million plan will provide breakfast for
25 000 children across Victoria.

That is another project. A lot of us take these things for
granted, but there are a lot of children who go without
breakfast in our public schools. I think that particular
project is a worthwhile project. In a state like ours, in a
country like ours, I do not think we should tolerate
these sorts of things or allow these sorts of things to
happen. We should be looking after these people. That
particular project will take care of that so that no child
will go without breakfast in our public school system.
Another very important achievement is Infrastructure
Victoria, which has become a reality after a promise
was made by the Andrews Labor government.
Infrastructure Victoria will go down in history as one of
the major achievements of this government, because
now we will have an independent body that is above
politics. It was a breath of fresh air to listen to the CEO
of Infrastructure Victoria the other day on the Jon Faine
program. We will have an authority, independent from
government, which will put out a 30-year plan that will
outline to Victorians and to governments the
infrastructure needs of this state. Sure, the decisions are
still going to be left to government, whatever the
government is — coalition, Labor or whatever
colour — but at least Victoria will have an independent
body — —
Mr Barber — A green government?
Mr MELHEM — I think that is a long way off, but
there is nothing wrong with dreaming about it. You
never know, but it is probably a long way off. But
whatever the colour of government — a green
government — at least an independent body will put
out a plan and say, ‘These are our infrastructure needs
for the next 30 years’, and then governments will be
able to make a decision about prioritising these projects.
Opposition members can do the same thing at election
time. They can go to the files of Infrastructure Victoria
and say, ‘What is on offer for the next 30 years?’. Then
these projects will be taken to the voters, and that will
be how a government can make some long-term
decisions instead of making short-term decisions. I
think that one of the problems that we have been faced
with in Victoria over the years is short-term governing.
Let us be up-front about it: voters are not as forgiving
as they probably were in the past. They are not afraid of
changing a government after one term. A body such as
Infrastructure Victoria will give some certainty to
investment to make sure that we have the right
infrastructure to cope with population growth and
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demand in the state of Victoria. That is another major
achievement of the Andrews Labor government, and
the list goes on. There is more to come.
Just last week some 22 V/Locity trains were ordered,
which I think is a very welcome investment. In
addition, Bendigo metro rail will shortly become a
reality. The government has committed to that project.
Mr Finn — Lovely.
Mr MELHEM — What was that?
Mr Finn — While you are at it you might like to
give Sunbury back the V/Line services, the ones that
you promised you wouldn’t scrap. Remember those?
Mr MELHEM — If that is the only thing Mr Finn
is concerned about, it is good to see he has got his
priorities right.
I turn to climate change, which Mr Barber talked about
in his contribution. This government has put climate
change back on the radar, whereas the former
government would not commit much to that.
Mr Finn — A waste of time and a waste of money.
Mr MELHEM — Mr Finn is saying ‘a waste of
time’. He is living in la-la land. He is in denial.
Mr Finn — Let’s build another desal plant, shall
we?
Mr MELHEM — I am glad Mr Finn has raised the
desal plant. When we talk to farmers in northern
Victoria, we learn that water storages in some areas are
at less than 28 per cent capacity, so I think the desal
plant will be quite handy to supply our farmers and
make sure that we might not only be able to waterproof
Melbourne — because that has been the focus — but be
able to waterproof the state. That is not a bad thing; it is
not a bad investment. As we speak the government is
looking at how we can make sure we can help our
farmers who will likely face some major drought
problems at some time, perhaps this year and probably
in the years to come.
Using existing infrastructure we could get water from
regional Victoria to make sure that Melbourne does not
go without water, which is why the desal plant was
built. Now we have that resource ready for Melbourne,
how can we Melburnians, as people living in the metro
regions, assist our fellow citizens in regional Victoria?
That project is on its way, and there is a business case
being put together just to talk about that and to make
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sure we come up with a plan to make sure we are there
to assist farmers.
The New Energy Jobs Fund has been created and will
turbocharge investment in renewables, help preserve
our environment, reduce bills and create new jobs. That
is another commitment that has been implemented by
this government.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr MELHEM — Go back to the Dark Ages and
pretend the world is perfect. Let me give Mr Finn the
bad news: it is not perfect.
Mr Finn — Are you going to Paris too, are you?
Mr MELHEM — Exactly right.
Mr Finn — That would be more frequent flyer
points where you are seated. You would have quite a
collection now.
Mr MELHEM — I can borrow some off Mr Finn if
he is offering.
We have also invested more in CFA trucks, and we are
providing the CFA with 70 new fire trucks featuring the
latest safety equipment and firefighting technology to
keep everyone safe. I have got some more to talk about,
but I think I had better leave some for my other
colleagues, because they need to talk about that.
If members look at 365 Days of Getting on With It, they
will see that 365 commitments have been delivered to
Victorians, which is something those opposite could not
say. For four years they could not show much at all.
They cut some ribbons for all the projects members of
this government commissioned before we left office in
2010, but that is about it.
Ms Wooldridge — On a point of order, Acting
President, there has been extensive quoting from the
member in relation to that document. I wondering if he
would be prepared to table it for the benefit of the
house.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Morris) —
Order! Is Mr Melhem prepared to table the document?
Mr MELHEM — I am using it.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Morris) —
Order! Is Mr Melhem prepared to make it available to
the house?
Mr MELHEM — How many copies would you
like?
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Ms Wooldridge — Just one for the house.
Mr MELHEM — Absolutely. You can have my
copy.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Morris) —
Thank you, Mr Melhem.
Mr MELHEM — It is a public document. I will
finish off by talking about the last three commitments,
including number 363, which is the Hospital Beds
Rescue Fund. We invested $200 million to open
hospital beds and theatres so more people can get the
treatment they need. I have talked about the
$250 million Regional Infrastructure Fund, which will
invest in job-creating projects to make our regional
cities and communities even more liveable.
Mr Leane spoke earlier, but I am not sure that he
mentioned that this government has saved Lilydale
TAFE, which was closed by the former government.
We promised to reopen the Lilydale campus site for
TAFE and higher education, and we delivered. Kids in
the outer east should be able to get the skills they want
to choose the job they want. We said we were going to
do it, we got criticised about it but — guess what? —
we have delivered that.
I think the Andrews Labor government has a very
proud record. I think we should be proud of what we
have achieved in 365 days. We have another three years
to go, and we have got more hard work to do. At the
end of that period we will have put the former
government to shame. We will be able to look
Victorians in the eye and say, ‘We have delivered what
we said we would deliver when we came to
government’, something which the other side could not
do at the last election. With those words, let me say that
obviously I will be voting against the motion.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr FINN (Western
Metropolitan).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

ELECTORATE OFFICE STAFF
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I move:
That, pursuant to section 16 of the Ombudsman Act 1973,
this house refers the following matter to the Ombudsman for
investigation and report:
(1) allegations that ALP members of the Victorian
Parliament misused members’ staff budget entitlements,
against the provisions of the Parliament of Victoria
Members Guide, that is, ‘Electorate officers are
employees of the Parliament of Victoria, and are directly
accountable to the member in whose electorate office
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they work … These positions are provided to support
the member in their parliamentary and electorate duties.
The Parliament does not fund positions to support the
member’s political or party duties’; and
(2) any other breach of applicable policies, laws or codes in
relation to these allegations.

This motion requires the Ombudsman to investigate
and report back to the Parliament on a matter that has
swirled around for some time in the political domain. It
relates to an allegation that ALP members of the last
Parliament misused their staff budgets in contravention
of the guidelines that were then contained within the
Members Guide. I am dismayed that this matter has
swirled around for as long as it has. When allegations
are made in relation to the misuse of entitlements, we
know how damaging that can be to the public trust. It
has occurred all too often in other jurisdictions. It
occurred in this jurisdiction in relation to the former
member for Frankston in the other place, Geoff Shaw.
Frankly, the detail is generally lost on the public; the
public simply forms the view that all politicians are
rorters.
The government may have reasons for wanting to avoid
a definitive investigation into this; likewise, the
opposition may very well have its reasons for wanting
to let this controversy go on. But in order to restore
confidence in the Victorian Parliament, I believe this
matter should be resolved and resolved quickly. This
has been the first opportunity and the best mechanism
available to me in order to do that. I hope once the
investigation is underway, if this motion were to be
successful, that we could all then wait for that
investigation to bring down its results.
In terms of the particular mechanism that I am
proposing here, it is the provision within the
Ombudsman Act 1973 that allows either house of
Parliament to direct the Ombudsman to investigate a
particular matter.
In relation to entitlements in the matter of Mr Shaw, the
Ombudsman in that case did investigate and made
findings as to the facts and also as to the Ombudsman’s
view on whether Mr Shaw had breached the rules
regarding entitlements. It then became a question for
the Privileges Committee of the lower house to decide
what, if any, remedy needed to be applied, based on
those findings. At the end of the day it is only
politicians who can enforce the rules of parliamentary
privilege and parliamentary entitlements upon
themselves, and that is what we ought to be doing for
the greater good of the public’s confidence in our
system.
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I know the opposition has attempted to refer this matter
off to Victoria Police, which may be investigating some
matters or interviewing some persons. The problem
with that is that the police will only be looking at issues
of fraud and criminality. I make no judgement on that,
but I am yet to see any indication that that is what has
gone on here. The problem is that the police, after
concluding their investigation, may never report back to
the Parliament or the public as to what they concluded
and why. It may simply be that nothing arises out of
that investigation, whereas in the case of Mr Shaw, as I
said, we had a bit of a furrow to follow in terms of the
Ombudsman’s capacity not only to gather the necessary
evidence but also to connect that to the Members Guide
entitlements and even the code of conduct for MPs.
The interlocking powers of these various bodies —
from the Ombudsman to IBAC to the police and the
rest of it — does create some gaps and possibly some
overlap, but I believe the saving grace is the specific
provision in section 16 that allows the Parliament to
direct the Ombudsman to make this investigation. That
means, first and foremost, that we are agreeing to
participate in the investigation as a Parliament because
we are the ones ordering it, and, secondly, that all the
various necessary powers that the Ombudsman holds to
conduct investigations are enlivened by the very fact
that this investigation has been triggered by this specific
provision and agreed to by the Legislative Council.
I do not want to labour this issue. I hope this matter can
be resolved as quickly as possible. I should say that in
setting out the matter for investigation I have attempted
to keep it as narrow as possible and to relate it to the
specifics of the allegation. This is not an investigation
into the Labor Party generally; it is not an investigation
into the election campaign. It is an investigation into the
allegation that has been aired publicly. I have narrowed
down the terms to deal specifically with that matter,
allowing only that if the Ombudsman were to uncover
other breaches of applicable policies, laws or codes in
relation to the same allegation, the Ombudsman could
also make findings on that matter. I hope that the house
will support this motion.
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern
Metropolitan) — I rise this afternoon to speak briefly to
the motion moved by Mr Barber and indicate that the
coalition will support it. As Mr Barber has outlined in
his remarks, we have seen previous instances where the
Ombudsman has investigated allegations that have been
made in respect of members of Parliament, with a
subsequent report on those matters back to the relevant
house of Parliament. The Ombudsman Act 1973
provides, by virtue of section 16, for either house of
Parliament — or indeed a committee of either house of
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Parliament — to make a referral to the Ombudsman’s
office on matters that it sees as appropriate for
investigation by the Ombudsman pursuant to the
general provisions of the Ombudsman Act. This is a
mechanism that has been used previously by the
Legislative Council and by its committees where the
Council has deemed the Ombudsman to be the best or
the most appropriate investigative body to undertake
the investigation of matters that the Council is seeking
clarification on.
Mr Barber indicated in his concluding comments that
the matters this resolution seeks the Ombudsman’s
investigation of have been framed quite narrowly. They
relate to matters that have been widely canvassed in the
public domain over the course of the last two to three
months, but they have been widely canvassed without
resolution. Mr Barber referred to a potential Victoria
Police investigation into this matter and highlighted
that, depending on the outcome of any investigation by
Victoria Police, that may or may not result in a report or
an outcome as to what has occurred in relation to the
allegations that have been made. It is appropriate that
this resolution go forward and that the Ombudsman be
asked to undertake this investigation, noting that it will
result in a report coming back to the house in due
course on the matters which are picked up in the terms
of reference (1) and (2) of the resolution.
It is in the public interest that these matters are
investigated, that the people who have raised
allegations have the opportunity for those allegations to
be tested, that the people who have had allegations
made against them have the opportunity for those
allegations to be tested and that disclosure of the
resulting findings from such an investigation come to
this house and ultimately be reported to the public. The
coalition will support this resolution proposed by
Mr Barber. We have confidence in the work the
Ombudsman will undertake. This is the type of work
the Ombudsman has undertaken on previous occasions,
and we believe that this is a reasonable way forward for
these allegations, which have been in the public domain
for some time, to be appropriately addressed.
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria) — I too propose to
make a relatively brief contribution on Mr Barber’s
motion. This is the motion that attempts to use the
Parliament and indeed the Legislative Council to refer a
matter to the Ombudsman, specifically allegations that
have been in the public domain for many months
relating to the so-called misuse of staff budgets and
whether or not there have been any breaches of the
Parliament of Victoria’s Members Guide.
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As members are aware, these matters have been
referred to Victoria Police for consideration, and it is
incumbent on all Victorians to cooperate with Victoria
Police. It is of course inappropriate to provide detailed
commentary on these matters, and I remind the house
of the words of the President on 6 October when he
confirmed to members that police had been in contact
with the Speaker and him to advise that they were
inquiring into this matter and when he said that he
would be taking a cautious approach towards question
time in terms of the scope of questions that would be
allowed.
In that vein, I do not propose to go over the subject
matter; it is more the process I wish to focus on.
However, I would like to reiterate the public comments
of my colleagues that pool staff arrangements have
been in place in the Victorian Parliament for almost
20 years amongst all political parties and have been
overseen by presiding officers from both sides of
politics.
Mr Barber — Not my side.
Ms SYMES — I just said both — government and
former government. I apologise to Mr Barber; I did not
mean to cause offence.
My previous role in the Labor opposition was as the
legal and justice adviser to the Leader of the
Opposition. I held this role for almost all of the four
years we were in opposition, except for a few stints out
for maternity leave. I am very familiar with the
consideration of referring probity and allegations of
some sort to integrity law enforcement and appropriate
bodies. Through that experience I can say with
confidence that no-one should be taking lectures on
probity from those opposite. Matters that occupied my
consideration include such allegations as interference
with police command, inappropriate firearm storage,
using a parliamentary vehicle for private business use,
dodgy Ventnor dealings, breach of Privileges
Committee and a porn ring operation running out of a
former Premier’s office. In fact I can probably say that I
reviewed the Crimes Act 1958 and common-law
offences more times in opposition than I did while
studying for my law degree.
In debating this motion it is important to break it down
and consider what is being asked and how the matter
would progress in practice. It is obviously a proposal
for the Legislative Council to refer allegations against
ALP MPs relating to electorate office staff budget
entitlements to the Ombudsman for investigation. That
referral is sought to be made pursuant to section 16(1)
of the Ombudsman Act 1973, which states:
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At any time —
(a) the Legislative Council or a committee of the
Legislative Council;
(b) the Legislative Assembly or a committee of the
Legislative Assembly; or
(c) a joint committee of both Houses of Parliament —
may refer —

and I would just like to focus on the word ‘refer’
because I would like to correct Mr Barber, who said
that we have the capacity to order, but it is not an order
we can make, but we have the capacity to refer —
to the Ombudsman for investigation and report any matter,
other than a matter concerning a judicial proceeding, which
that House or committee considers should be investigated by
him.

It should be ‘him or her’, but in the case of the
Ombudsman Act, it is ‘him’. Section 16(2) states:
Where a matter is referred to him pursuant to subsection (1),
the Ombudsman shall, notwithstanding anything to the
contrary in this Act —

I repeat: notwithstanding anything to the contrary in
this act —
forthwith investigate that matter and report thereon.

On a cursory reading this is a particularly broad power.
It may be read as providing that the Parliament may
refer essentially any matter to the Ombudsman for
investigation — of course that would be quite
convenient for the purpose of this motion — but I will
explain why it is not actually that broad.
It is vital that the proposed referral be considered in the
context of the whole act and how it may proceed in the
event that a formal referral is made. It is an indisputable
fact that any investigation undertaken by the
Ombudsman must necessarily be subject to constraint
by the functions and powers granted to the office by
part III of the act, which is headed ‘Functions and
jurisdiction of the Ombudsman’ and covers things such
as protected disclosure. This is where some people
might be a bit confused, thinking that we can use the
matter of the referral of the former member for
Frankston, Geoff Shaw, to the Ombudsman as a
precedent. We cannot do so, because the way it got to
the Ombudsman and the way it was able to be
investigated and reported on by the Ombudsman was
because it was in effect delivered to the Ombudsman
via a protected disclosure from the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly. A protected disclosure is treated
very differently from a resolution of the house. I would
just like to put that to one side. That matter cannot be
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used as a precedent because the act does not actually
allow that.
The motion is either hopelessly and embarrassingly
misconceived or an act of calculated duplicity. It seeks
to compel the Ombudsman to conduct an investigation
that the Ombudsman is not empowered to make a
determination on. It is in fact irrelevant to the functions
of that office. Part III of the Ombudsman Act reflects
that the office of the Ombudsman was established to
investigate only those matters and things which are
properly within his — I like to say her — powers and
intended functions. Properly understood, these relate to
complaints regarding the administrative functions of an
authority. It is certainly not possible in this instance to
see how the proposed referral in any way fits within
these parameters.
In relation to the motion before us, no administrative
action is identified within the terms of the referral, there
is no identification of an authority and nor is there a
protected disclosure — as there was in the Shaw case,
as I explained. The only possible authority relevant to
the referral is the Department of Parliamentary
Services. Schedule 2 is a list of exempt persons and
bodies. I will run through some of the people over
whom the Ombudsman has no jurisdiction. They are:
judges, associate judges, acting judges, magistrates and
judicial registrars. The list includes the Office of the
Governor, the official secretary within the meaning of
the Public Administration Act 2004, IBAC, the
Victorian Inspectorate, the Public Interest Monitor and
police personnel. There are not many people it
excludes, but it does exclude ‘a department of the
Parliament’. The knockout blow to Mr Barber’s motion
is paragraph 18 of schedule 2. To the extent that the
referral proposes an investigation beyond the scope of
the intended remit of the Ombudsman, it is likely to be
an exercise in futility, arguably a misuse of the powers
of this house and therefore disrespectful of the
institution that we all should — and I certainly do —
hold in high regard.
If the Ombudsman became seized of a referral to
investigate subject matter outside the functions and
power of her enabling legislation, I consider that this
would also be disrespectful to her position and her
office. It is entirely foreseeable that the immediate
consequence of this referral would be that the
Ombudsman herself would then have to explore the
possibility of making an application to the Supreme
Court pursuant to section 27 of the act, which I will
read for the purposes of Hansard. It provides:
Where in the course of an investigation under this Act the
question arises as to whether the Ombudsman has jurisdiction
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to conduct the investigation, the Ombudsman or the party
subject to the investigation, may make an application — —

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Morris) —
Order! I am sorry to interrupt, Ms Symes. Could
Mr Dalla-Riva please remain quiet while he is in the
upper gallery?
Ms SYMES — I was reading section 27 of the
Ombudsman Act, which details what is the likely
occurrence in the event of the Ombudsman having to
seek advice from the Supreme Court in relation to
whether she has jurisdiction. I will read it from the top:
Where in the course of an investigation under this Act the
question arises as to whether the Ombudsman has jurisdiction
to conduct the investigation, the Ombudsman or the party
subject to the investigation, may make an application to the
Supreme Court for a determination of that question, and on
the application the Court may make such order as it considers
proper.

Having gone through the act, I am very confident.
Members of the house have a power to refer, of course.
That is indisputable. When you go through what will
happen if we do this, you see that it would be a waste of
the Ombudsman’s time and our time. It may in fact be a
very expensive exercise that results in what I am
already telling members right now — that is, it will
come back to the house. So, weeks or months down the
track, at significant expense, the Ombudsman will
come back to the Parliament telling us that the whole
proposed process is a contrived nonsense. The
government will not support a motion that has a path
such as the one I have just set out.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
will speak very briefly on this motion because, while I
have not spoken specifically on the referral to the
Ombudsman, I spoke on this matter when the house
debated this motion previously. I think this is an
appropriate course of action. Notwithstanding the
police investigation, which may be done in parallel and
may intersect with it, I think this is a safeguard to
ensure that all the avenues that are available are
considered.
The house of course has all the powers. Ultimately it is
the house that decides. To say that somehow the
Ombudsman does not have powers to do this or that —
the Ombudsman knows her powers. She knows the act
and the framework that the Ombudsman operates in,
and she will do so in compliance with that. Where those
powers do not exist, I am sure we will learn by that.
The exposé of staff being used as political organisers,
including them working in electorates beyond that of
their employer without their direct supervision and on
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duties that are outside those outlined in the Members
Guide and on the intranet in terms of electorate office
duties, is too serious to ignore.
I believe that in terms of the investigation the police
may well be constrained. I hope not. I hope they are
doing their job as robustly and thoroughly as possible. I
have been contacted by a number of people associated
with this particular investigation who tell me that many
of the people who they would have expected to have
already been interviewed have not been interviewed. I
do not know whether it is a question of resourcing. It is
certainly not attempting to second-guess, but I think
there is some clear understanding about where the
investigation could have started and where there could
have been interviews of members of Parliament and
those who are known to have worked as political
organisers as part of the red army. They should have
been interviewed in order to furnish greater evidence
for that investigation to be completed.
I think the Ombudsman knows her powers. The house
has the power to make this referral. We need people to
be compelled to give evidence. I think many people
who may have inadvertently been caught up in this do
not want to lie. There may be coercion. We know that
many of these people have been lawyered up through
the Labor Party. I would hope that there is no
contrivance — no rehearsal — of the stories, because I
think the futures of many of these young people rest on
them being exonerated. Many of them believed what
they were doing was indeed legal. Many of them have
not sighted the policies that make it clear as to how
electorate officers must function, to whom they are
accountable and how they are employed. Many of them
are victims of a scheme that has obviously been
designed by a number of key operatives within the
Labor Party. At the end of the day the responsibility has
got to rest with the head — the then Leader of the
Opposition, the Honourable Daniel Andrews, who is
now the Premier. At the end of the day he is the one
who gave the say-so and the approval to this grand
plan.
As I mentioned today, I was wrong. I thought Daniel
Andrews did not have a plan, but he did. This was a
plan. We need to understand how this plan operated,
who conceived it, who was involved and how much
money was misappropriated. Where charges deserve to
be laid because of fraud, they should be laid. Where
policies need to be tightened, they should be tightened.
Where laws need to be changed, we will consider that
as well. Where codes are inadequate or grey, we have
work to do. It is not just about fraud. A whole suite of
measures need to be taken because the public expects
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us to use its funds responsibly, accountably and without
benefiting our own self-serving political interests.
There are small examples where members do fall foul
of the rules because those rules are grey, and I have
raised some of those matters here. I remember that
when I was first elected as a member of Parliament we
used to have to submit things for approval before they
actually went to the printer. I am not suggesting that we
return to that, but all of these measures can be
considered by the Ombudsman. Where she has the
power the Ombudsman will decide to make
recommendations where there are actions to be taken
by other parties, including the police. I would expect
those recommendations to be contained in that report.
Whether they are recommendations for the Department
of Parliamentary Services, members of Parliament or
any other stakeholder, we expect that to move forward.
I believe $1.5 million is probably only a proportion of
the funds that may have been diverted inappropriately.
But it is not just about that; it is about making sure that
funds cannot be creamed off for inappropriate, party
political purposes. Fundraising with the support of our
political parties is how we pay for election campaigns,
not via the public purse, save the money that each vote
earns when it is cast — that money returns to the
political party after an election.
With those few words, all I want to say is that I think
this motion has been well conceived and well worded. I
think we have a responsibility to support it. I do not see
it as duplicating the investigations by the police.
Perhaps it might provide a greater impetus for them to
more robustly investigate the matters that need to be
investigated and undertake the interviews that need to
be undertaken. There is a whole range of other areas
where clearly change needs to occur. Those who are
responsible need to be dealt with. We need to make
sure that those who are inadvertently caught up are not
destroyed or thrown under the political bus in the
process. That can all be subject to a debate. With those
few words, I have great pleasure in supporting the
motion.
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — On
behalf of the government I want to make it very clear
that in relation to the issues of content and substance in
whatever concerns may have led Mr Barber, the
community or the media to be interested in matters
relating to the appropriate use of electorate office
resources and the work profile and terms of
engagement of electorate office staff, the government
has been very relaxed about the scrutiny that is going to
be applied by any relevant agency. Whether that be the
scrutiny of the audit committee, the Parliament under
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the stewardship of the Presiding Officers, the police —
we understand there may have been a referral made to
the police for consideration — IBAC or the
Ombudsman, if there is scope and opportunity for an
investigation to examine these issues within the
jurisdictional responsibilities of these agencies, the
government is totally prepared to deal with the
consequences of that appropriate scrutiny.
We are not defensive or anxious about scrutiny by those
relevant statutory office-holders or indeed the
procedures of the Parliament. The government is
confident that the issues in question will withstand that
scrutiny and that the government’s position on these
matters, which is that there has not been inappropriate
use of parliamentary resources, will be shown to be the
case. Having said that and made it crystal clear to the
chamber that we are totally relaxed about the scrutiny
of any relevant agency, the government is not mindful
to support Mr Barber’s motion for a number of reasons.
Primarily the government believes, based on legal
advice, that the Ombudsman would have the ability to
look at certain matters if they were subject to protected
disclosures that led to an own-motion investigation or a
motion that followed a protected disclosure which
arrives at the Ombudsman’s office or which arrives at
IBAC and is subsequently referred to the Ombudsman.
That would be a pathway of investigation, and there
would be the potential for the Ombudsman to scrutinise
these matters. But this resolution of the chamber,
whether it passes or fails today, would be insufficient to
commence that investigatory pathway. Indeed if this
resolution is passed by the house today, at best it will
provide a degree of procedural and jurisdictional
questioning in the office of the Ombudsman in terms of
whether jurisdictional cover is allowed for within the
Ombudsman Act 1976. In the view of the government
it is not a totally satisfactory situation for the Parliament
to be creating a degree of difficulty for the Ombudsman
to make such a determination.
It is not beyond the wit and wherewithal of the
Ombudsman to seek legal advice, whether that be from
the Supreme Court or through other forms of legal
advice, to resolve this jurisdictional question and then
take this referral and pursue it in accordance with the
aspirations of Mr Barber, who has been a proponent of
the resolution today. However, even if the
Ombudsman, on the basis of that legal advice and that
determination, finds that there is an interest in these
matters, I am certain that the Ombudsman would be
mindful of the position of the Parliament itself. I think
the Presiding Officers and the Parliament itself may
also seek legal advice about the appropriateness of
scrutiny by the Ombudsman in this case. This leads to
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an interesting question about whether the Parliament
itself would seek that advice.
The next stage of the issue is the Ombudsman’s
responsibility in terms of members of Parliament whose
actions and decisions may be exempt from scrutiny —
either ministers or other parliamentary office-holders.
The view of the government is that the scrutiny of the
Ombudsman would be limited to administrative
decisions and actions. This may preclude the
Ombudsman from completing any investigation, even if
her office finds that there is a potential jurisdictional
cover to embark upon the investigation.
The net effect of this resolution is decidedly
inconclusive in terms of jurisdictional cover under the
Ombudsman Act, because even if the Ombudsman has
jurisdictional cover to consider these issues, it is not
clear whether they would be subject to the scrutiny of
the Ombudsman. The government is not prejudging the
Ombudsman’s arriving at a determination in relation to
this matter, but clearly the government has a view on it.
We are advised that it would create a jurisdictional
question mark at the very least for the Ombudsman. It
would not be a satisfactory inquiry in terms of her
ability to reach a conclusion in the way that Mr Barber
seeks.
While I do not necessarily want to attribute these to any
specific members of the Parliament, I have had
discussions with the Presiding Officers and members of
the crossbench and the opposition about these matters.
From these conversations, there is no-one who
confidently asserts that the Ombudsman has
jurisdictional cover in relation to this reference. No-one
confidently asserts that the Ombudsman is in a position
in a watertight way to accept this referral and act on it.
That is one of the reasons why the government believes
the reference is deficient and will be voting against it.
In my conclusion I will go back to where I began my
contribution today. If the Ombudsman decides to accept
a referral in this form, I am confident that the issues at
hand will be assessed by the Ombudsman, by IBAC, by
the police, by the Presiding Officers or by the audit
committee in a way that will not demonstrate that there
has been an inappropriate use of resources or a breach
of parliamentary standards and rules. The government
is open to that scrutiny. We do not shy away from it,
even though we will be voting against this motion. That
is because we do not believe there is jurisdictional
cover or ability of the Ombudsman to complete the
investigation in the terms being sought by Mr Barber.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I would
like to thank all members for their contributions, and I
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note that the chamber has been almost dead silent
during this debate. I think all members have been keen
to hear the arguments and propositions put forward by
other members so as to fully understand the issues at
play. That in itself is a good sign.
However, I particularly want to discuss the arguments
made by my learned friend Ms Symes, which I think
should be ticked off briefly before we conclude this
matter. Ms Symes started off by outlining her résumé,
which includes recently working for the former Leader
of the Opposition, now Premier, as his legal adviser.
Ms Symes stated that in the Leader of the Opposition’s
quest to clean up Victorian politics she had pursued a
number of matters against the then government.
Ms Symes did not give us the whole of her résumé,
though. I believe she also previously worked for the
Attorney-General in government, and therefore she
may well have been advising the then Attorney-General
Rob Hulls when he had to engage with the powers of
the Ombudsman in relation to the inquiry into the
Windsor Hotel decision. I was part of the committee
that referred that matter to the Ombudsman. If
Ms Symes was not advising the Attorney-General
directly on that matter, she may well have been sitting
at a desk next to the person who was.
The correspondence and the arguments put by the
Attorney-General at that time as to the jurisdiction of
the Ombudsman then formed part of the Ombudsman’s
reports. All members should read the report into the
Windsor matter in order to further understand the
context in which we are operating. The star witness of
that matter, Peta Duke, never appeared. Effectively the
Attorney-General advised her not to attend, and perhaps
therefore Ms Symes was, in effect, her lawyer.
However, I do not fully know the background of that
matter. If the Leader of the Government and Ms Symes
want to argue that our integrity system has been
cobbled together over many years, I will certainly
concede that point. Not only within these integrity
bodies but between them there are some areas yet to be
mapped out. Who knows — there may even be some
areas that could be clarified.
I think Ms Symes’s argument started from a discussion
about how the Geoff Shaw matter got to the
Ombudsman. The way it got to the Ombudsman is the
way she described it — it was via a protected
disclosure. A protected disclosure is certainly one way
for a matter to get to the Ombudsman. The
Ombudsman Act 1973 does not clearly lay out the
steps, the form of the investigation or anything else that
the Ombudsman has to do. Likewise I would argue that
I would not be one of the people who would concede in
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the form that Mr Jennings suggested. I am the mover of
the motion, so I clearly believe it has legs.
Mr Jennings — But you are not very confident.
Mr BARBER — I ask Mr Jennings if I look
confident from where he is sitting, opposite me. I will
proceed a few more steps, and then he can see how
confident he thinks I am.
In the same way, section 16 of the act provides another
way for a matter to get to the Ombudsman, and once it
gets to the Ombudsman it is for the Ombudsman to
investigate it in the way they decide. The way a matter
gets to the Ombudsman, the way it arrives in their
inbox, does not determine where the investigation goes
next. The point is that it does arrive, and it is therefore a
matter that they are able to investigate. Ms Symes
talked about the remit and the way it arrives.
Mr Jennings talked about the pathway. The point is that
the pathway is that it ends up in the in-tray of the
Ombudsman.
In relation to a couple of other matters, we understand
that the police investigation is underway. The
Ombudsman Act says that the Ombudsman should not
investigate in a way that would prejudice a police
investigation or a matter that is before the courts. I do
not believe this investigation will in any way prejudice
any police investigation. They may well be looking at
the very same material and interviewing the same
people, but that is all out in the open now. They are
simply asking different questions — one about aspects
of criminal law and the other about aspects of the
administration of these allowances.
As Ms Symes said, it comes down to administrative
functions and administrative actions. The question will
be: was an MP, who is not specifically excluded under
schedule 2 from being the subject of one of these
investigations, engaged in an administrative action
when they signed the timesheet, directed the staff
member and a whole range of other matters I am not
aware of that may have led up to these staff being
allocated certain tasks? To be clear, MPs are not
exempt under schedule 2 of the act. It is perhaps novel
that we would be investigating MPs in relation to their
administrative actions. For the most part, they have MP
duties rather than administrative duties.
Ms Symes even used the word ‘disrespectful’. She said
it would be disrespectful to foist onto the Ombudsman
a question of jurisdiction. As Ms Symes noted, there is
a provision within the act for either the Ombudsman or
the parties to the investigation to seek clarification from
the Magistrates Court as to jurisdiction.
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Ms Symes — The Supreme Court.
Mr BARBER — Sorry, the Supreme Court. I have
my level wrong there.
In the case of the Windsor inquiry it was very simple.
The Ombudsman simply suggested to the
Attorney-General by correspondence that the
Attorney-General could take it to the Supreme Court if
there was any doubt about jurisdiction. It is not that we
are forcing the Ombudsman to go off to the Supreme
Court. They can simply assert their jurisdiction, as
Ombudsman Brouwer did, and it would be up to the
parties to make an application to the Supreme Court if
they do not like it. That is where the government makes
a leap of logic and suggests that the Parliament and the
Department of Parliamentary Services would want to
join in with this action. The Presiding Officers and the
Parliament are not parties to it. They are not the ones
being investigated. I have not suggested that somehow
the Parliament has failed in its administrative actions
here. That is not what this is about.
Here today we have the Parliament, or at least one
house of it, with our own Presiding Officer instructing
that the Ombudsman should get into this investigation
posthaste. Of course what we would expect is that MPs,
Presiding Officers, the government and Parliamentary
Services would assist the Ombudsman with the
investigation, including with the necessary access to
facts and personnel records if necessary, but that does
not necessarily make them a party to the matter.
In any case I do not believe it is a waste of time or in
any way disrespectful to the Ombudsman to have these
matters tested. If it is the case that there is a gaping hole
in the integrity system, it is probably better that we and
the public know that as soon as we possibly can. I
cannot imagine a better mechanism than this chamber
setting up and instructing an investigatory body. I
suppose it would be possible to do that, but this body,
the Ombudsman, comes with its own set of statutes and
its own experience in this area. The Ombudsman is an
independent officer of the Parliament, and here it is: the
Parliament is asking the Ombudsman to investigate on
its behalf. I am sure we can all have great confidence in
the Ombudsman’s work and the Ombudsman’s
findings. The government has not even suggested
otherwise. In fact it has been very explicit in saying that
if this investigation comes to life, it will cooperate with
it and, hopefully, not even suggest that the Ombudsman
ought to go off to court and prove their jurisdiction.
However, we know that last time Labor was in
government that is exactly what the then
Attorney-General was trying to do.
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If it makes Mr Jennings’s day any better, I am in fact
feeling quite confident that the Ombudsman will be
able to deal with this matter. I think I have been as fair
in my assessment of the legal matters and as
forthcoming as I think both Mr Jennings and Ms Symes
were. I certainly hope that the outcome of this motion
passing today is that we get more confidence in the
ability of the Parliament as an entity and our integrity
system to ensure that any breaches of any applicable
codes or rules can be independently investigated,
reported upon and dealt with appropriately.
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 22
Atkinson, Mr
Barber, Mr
Bath, Ms (Teller)
Carling-Jenkins, Dr
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr
Drum, Mr
Dunn, Ms
Finn, Mr
Fitzherbert, Ms

Hartland, Ms
Lovell, Ms
Morris, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr (Teller)
Ondarchie, Mr
Pennicuik, Ms
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Springle, Ms
Wooldridge, Ms

Noes, 18
Bourman, Mr (Teller)
Dalidakis, Mr
Eideh, Mr (Teller)
Elasmar, Mr
Herbert, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Melhem, Mr
Mikakos, Ms

Mulino, Mr
Patten, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Purcell, Mr
Shing, Ms
Somyurek, Mr
Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
Young, Mr

Motion agreed to.

STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE
ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING
Minister for Energy and Resources
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I move:
That this house requests that the Legislative Assembly grant
leave to the Minister for Energy and Resources, the
Honourable Lily D’Ambrosio, MP, to appear before the
Legislative Council Standing Committee on the Environment
and Planning to give evidence and answer questions in
relation to the committee’s inquiry into unconventional gas.

This is an important request. It is a very large inquiry. It
is important to put on the record that this inquiry is a
government reference; it is not a reference that came
from other sources. The government made an election
promise on this reference and put the reference to the
chamber. The reference was passed, so it is the
government that is seeking the work of the environment
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and planning committee on this matter. The minister
would be able to provide the committee with more
information and the government’s views on a number
of areas here.
It is important to realise that this has been a very
significant inquiry, and I pay tribute to Keir Delaney
and the staff of the committee for the enormous work
that has been done. There have been 1834 submissions
to date plus transcripts of evidence on top of that, so
there has been very significant activity. The committee
has seen significant parts of the state and taken
significant evidence. The government provided a
submission to the committee, which we are thankful
for. There are a number of questions about that
submission, not least that the committee would seek to
see the additional information that was provided by
individual departments prior to the production of a
whole-of-government submission, but the committee
would also seek the views of the minister as opposed to
the government and as opposed to a
whole-of-government position. How can the committee
come to the best outcome for the community and
provide a result that will fit with the minister’s
particular focus on these points?
It is the case that committees are able to request the
presence of a minister from an alternate chamber. It is
somewhat customary, although in my view not
required, for chambers to request these visits, but
ministers could appear at those committees if they
chose to do so themselves. Nonetheless, this house has
a standing order that suggests such a reference should
come either via a committee or via the house or both. In
this case the committee has voted to request that the
Minister for Energy and Resources, Ms D’Ambrosio,
attend the committee to give evidence. Therefore we
are seeking the support of the chamber for that process.
Some have sought to suggest that ministers of one
house are not able to present and give evidence to a
committee of the other house. That is not the case, and
there are a number of such cases historically. I draw the
house’s attention to just one of those occasions. On
Thursday, 6 December 2007, Mr Robinson, the then
Minister for Consumer Affairs and a member of the
Legislative Assembly, provided evidence to a
Legislative Council committee looking at the Liquor
Control Reform Amendment Bill 2007. That is a very
clear example of where evidence has been provided to a
committee by a member of the other chamber.
Let us not hear from anyone that that cannot occur: it
can occur. It is contemplated by the standing orders.
The committee has resolved to indicate its intent to ask
the minister. The motion has been placed on the notice
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paper, and today I am seeking the support of the
chamber for it. I need to indicate that the time period
for the committee to have the benefit of this additional
evidence is short and that we would seek to pass this
motion and send a message to the Legislative Assembly
today to provide an opportunity for the Minister for
Energy and Resources to attend the environment and
planning committee of the Legislative Council.
In essence it is a very simple point: a motion from the
committee, a motion from the chamber, a standing
order that covers this point and the ability of the
minister — on the matter of a government reference,
that she gave to the committee — to provide additional
information to the committee to clarify certain matters,
indicate matters around the government position and do
so under oath at the committee.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — Government
members will not be supporting this motion. I start
from where Mr Davis’s contribution ended. He said
that where the minister’s attendance would assist is by
giving the government’s position on the reference the
Standing Committee on the Environment and Planning
is looking into. What Mr Davis probably should grasp
is that the government will form a position from the
work the committee has done. The government is
awaiting the committee’s report.
I appreciate that the coalition parties came out with a
position on this reference just before two by-elections
were held between them. I appreciate that the coalition
in opposition did do that, but the government is very
keen to keep the commitments it made to the electorate
before the election result achieved by the Andrews
government. Its position to form government included a
commitment to give a particular reference to a
committee. The minister fulfilled that commitment. The
committee has been availed of a record number of
submissions, including a government submission,
which the minister would be relying on as far as
collating government department facts as it sees them
around this issue.
Government members of this chamber have no appetite
to ignore hundreds of years of the Westminster system
where there is no right for one chamber to call a person
from another house to appear before it. That is set also
in our Senate, where the Senate may not summon a
member from the House of Representatives. It has been
set in the Westminster system, as I said, for hundreds of
years. One of my favourite references on the
Westminster system, John Hatsell, said:
The leading principle … between the two houses of
Parliament is that … they shall be, in every respect, totally
independent of the other. From hence it is, that neither house
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can claim, much less exercise, any authority over a member
of the other.

This is quite clear and it is a system that has worked
well. It is a system that this state has adopted, and we
have no appetite for change in this case when we are
talking about a committee reference that has garnered,
as I said, a record number of submissions. The
committee’s work is accelerating as we speak, and I
cannot see why the member is moving this motion to
ask the minister for a government position tomorrow
when the government has stated that it is waiting for the
outcome of this committee report to assist in making its
decision on this issue going forward.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I rise to speak
to Mr Davis’s motion in relation to the Minister for
Energy and Resources attending the Legislative
Council Standing Committee on the Environment and
Planning to give evidence and answer questions in
relation to the committee’s inquiry into unconventional
gas. From the Greens point of view, we have always
believed in open and transparent government and will
continue to support motions that seek to achieve open
and transparent government. We believe it would be
very useful to hear the views of the minister in relation
to this inquiry. As Mr Davis has pointed out, rightfully,
it is a government reference to the committee, and that
reference is:
… to inquire into and consider matters relating to the
exploration, extraction, production and rehabilitation for
onshore unconventional gas and present an interim report no
later than 1 September 2015 and a final report no later than
1 December 2015 …

The submissions so far, as we have heard, have been
extensive, in the order of over 1800, with a broad range
of views from the community, industry, peak bodies
and environment groups. However, the minister is
views have not been part of evidence provided to the
committee, and I think the minister appearing before
the committee would certainly broaden the
understanding of the committee as it seeks to inquire
into what is a very complex matter, which grows in its
complexity with each hearing of the committee.
We believe this is a reasonable request. Mr Davis has
already talked about a precedent set in past inquiries in
relation to having ministers present evidence to
parliamentary inquiries. Certainly there is the issue that
we have a deadline looming for the final report in
relation this inquiry — the reality is that it is the next
sitting week of Parliament — but I believe that in terms
of the programming of the committee, there is certainly
scope for the committee to meet and take evidence
from the minister. It would be useful to hear from the
minister.
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The Greens will be supporting this motion. I hope the
minister sees value in attending a committee hearing
and giving evidence as part of its inquiry. In terms of
openness and transparency and getting a broader
understanding, that would be a very useful part of our
deliberations.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I will be
very brief in reply. I thank members for their
contributions. I thank the Greens for their support on
this matter. I think it does improve the openness and
transparency of the inquiry. I note that there was
unanimous support, I think I can say, at the committee
for this motion to be moved. Equally I would say that
there is capacity to hold another brief hearing in this
sitting period, and if this motion is carried, I would seek
that the secretary, Mr Keir Delaney, make contact as
swiftly as possible so that diaries can be harmonised to
enable such an appearance to occur.
In terms of the points made by Mr Leane, this in no
way infringes on the sovereignty of the two houses.
There is precedent for a mechanism for this to occur,
and hence there is a standing order that allows it to
occur. It is not only contemplated; it has actually been
done, repeatedly, and I have quoted one recent example
that people in the chamber will understand, where a
minister from the other chamber came to a committee
and provided evidence on a matter of relevance to our
chamber. In that circumstance I seek to have the
support of the house on this important motion.
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 26
Atkinson, Mr
Barber, Mr
Bath, Ms
Bourman, Mr
Carling-Jenkins, Dr
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr
Drum, Mr
Dunn, Ms
Finn, Mr
Fitzherbert, Ms
Hartland, Ms

Lovell, Ms
Morris, Mr (Teller)
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Patten, Ms
Pennicuik, Ms
Peulich, Mrs
Purcell, Mr
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Springle, Ms (Teller)
Wooldridge, Ms
Young, Mr

Noes, 14
Dalidakis, Mr
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Herbert, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Melhem, Mr

Motion agreed to.

Mikakos, Ms
Mulino, Mr (Teller)
Pulford, Ms
Shing, Ms (Teller)
Somyurek, Mr
Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
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Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan):
That this house condemns the Andrews Labor government on
its first year in office, a year of putting politics before people
and failing Victorian families as a result of economic
mismanagement, infrastructure projects cancelled or stalled,
service delivery failing, increased burdens on business,
election commitments broken, factional fighting and
inappropriate union influence.

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — As most
people in this house would know, I love football. I am
very fond of the Australian brand of football and am
very much looking forward to the season next year to
see the Tiges in action. It is great to have a Rioli back at
Tigerland, I should very quickly hasten to add; it is very
exciting to have a Rioli back at Tigerland.
Putting that aside, I want to make a football analogy.
Here in Victoria it is almost quarter time. The siren is
about to sound for quarter time, and we have a
government that is yet to score. In my experience if you
do not score in the first quarter of any game, you are
struggling; if you do not score in the first quarter of a
big game, you are gone. That is what the story is, and
this government is yet to score. That is the basic
problem. That would be a big enough problem for any
government, and of course it is an even larger problem
for the people of Victoria, because we have a
government that is a total dud. It has nothing going for
it at all.
We heard from Mr Mulino — and I am sorry if
Mr Somyurek comes racing back in when he hears the
name ‘Merlino’, but it is Daniel Mulino, not James
Merlino I am referring to. I make that distinction for
Mr Somyurek, because I know he gets excited about
these things. Mr Mulino earlier was saying that when
people voted last November, they voted for a
government that was different. I have to agree with
Mr Mulino, because this time a year ago we had a
government that was responsible and visionary. It had
an agenda. It knew where it was going. It had plans for
Victoria’s future.
We now have a government that is very different. We
have a government that is wasteful, incompetent and
riddled with personal hatreds and factional brawling. It
is impossible to believe, but it is true, that this mob
have actually plunged Victoria, in less than 12 months,
back into debt without spending money on anything to
hang out on. It is extraordinary. Then they tell us that in
fact the Auditor-General does not know what he is
talking about — that the Auditor-General is wrong
when he says that Victoria is in debt.
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The Treasurer of the state has another title. He is not
just the Treasurer; he is the head chef, because he is
over there furiously cooking the books. That is exactly
what he is doing. They are unbelievable, this crowd.
There will say anything. They will do anything. They
do not really care. I have seen governments with no
shame before, but honestly I have never seen a
government that has taken it to these extremes.
I will dwell for a moment on the east–west link. If
Mr Jennings wants to come into the chamber and listen
to what I have to say, I am sure he will be illuminated,
as indeed he should be. The east–west link is a proposal
that was put forward by the previous government. It is a
project that is very much needed, not just in Melbourne
but across Victoria. It is needed for Gippsland, it is
needed for Ballarat, it is needed for Geelong, it is
needed for Bendigo and it is needed right down in the
Western District. It is certainly needed for the western
suburbs and the eastern suburbs. It is a road which
would enable the crossing of Melbourne to be a
possibility again, and in doing that you would not have
to rip your hair out.
I am speaking from personal experience because, as I
mentioned yesterday — I think it was yesterday; the
days seem to have rolled one into another this week —
my own experience of travelling across the city just last
week was extraordinary. I was on my way to Morwell
for a meeting and public hearing of the Family and
Community Development Committee. I left my home
in Bulla, which is near the airport, at 7.30 a.m. I heard
on the radio that the Tullamarine Freeway was in a
pretty bad way. Basically, it was stuffed. As I pointed
out yesterday, that is not at all unusual. Rarely does a
day go by when the Tullamarine Freeway is not in that
situation, and I should not claim any special deals there,
because of course the West Gate Freeway is exactly the
same. The Calder Freeway is often the same, the
Eastern Freeway is pretty much the same, from what I
understand, and certainly the Monash Freeway is a
basket case and has been for many a long year.
On this particular occasion I heard on the radio that the
Tullamarine Freeway was inoperative, basically. I
thought to myself, ‘That is not going to work’. One
thing that really does get my goat is having to sit in
traffic and just wait in the hope that something might
give at some stage.
Mr Drum — You should be used to it.
Mr FINN — I should be used to it, but I am not. I
am very impatient when it comes to that sort of thing,
Mr Drum. It gets up my snout and makes me very
agitated. So I decided I would do what I used to do
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years ago when I was working in Wantirna for the then
federal parliamentary secretary to the Treasurer, Chris
Pearce. I would travel from my then home in Sunbury
to Wantirna every day, which is a fair hike. When I first
started taking that journey, it started off as 1½ hours.
Two years later it was 2½ hours. But with the journey
last week down the Western Ring Road through
Heidelberg and onto the Eastern Freeway I was
absolutely staggered to find that it took me 2 hours just
to get to the Eastern Freeway. How bad does it have to
be before this government realises we have a major
problem?
Ms Fitzherbert — Terrible.
Mr FINN — It is. Ms Fitzherbert, let me assure you
it is terrible. Terrible is an extraordinary understatement
of my experience just last week.
Ms Fitzherbert — Disastrous?
Mr FINN — Disastrous would be a fair description.
Ms Fitzherbert — Catastrophic?
Mr FINN — Catastrophic is not a bad word either, I
have to say. I feel very sorry for those people who in
the course of their business have to traverse Melbourne
on a daily basis, maybe once, twice or three times. It
must be extraordinarily frustrating and extraordinarily
annoying for them — and of course extraordinarily
expensive, particularly if they are running their own
business. It must be extraordinarily expensive. That is
something that this government just refuses to take into
consideration at all.
Here we have a situation where Melbourne for most of
the day, I have to say, is in gridlock. It used to be during
peak hour. Peak hour is growing longer and longer
every day, to the point where now on the Tulla peak
hour usually begins at about 3.00 p.m. and finishes
quite often at 7.30 p.m. On the West Gate Freeway it is
not a lot different. In fact on the West Gate peak hour
might actually start at around 6.30 a.m. in the morning
these days.
Mr Ramsay — It is piling up at 5.00 a.m. in the
morning.
Mr FINN — Did you say 5.00 a.m., Mr Ramsay?
Five o’clock in the morning. That tells you what a real
problem we have. When peak hour begins at 5.00 a.m.
on the West Gate, we have a major issue.
So what did the Premier of this state do to solve this
problem? What did this Premier of this state do in order
to allow traffic in the state to travel freely from one side
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of Melbourne to the other? What did he do? He
scrapped the only road that was going to make any
difference — and a major difference at that. He
scrapped it. Not only did he scrap it, he spent — we are
still adding all this up; the head chef tells us that the
costs could still be increasing, but we are told we are
looking at somewhere in the vicinity of $1 billion —
close to 1000 million dollars of taxpayers money to
stop a road that we desperately need. If that makes
sense to anybody, please put your hand up, because the
more I think about it, the more stunned I am at the rank
stupidity of that decision. It is outrageous in the
extreme.
This government deserves to be turfed out at the first
opportunity on the basis of that decision alone. If they
do nothing else wrong — and they are doing their fair
share of things wrong — solely on the basis of this
decision to scrap the east–west link and spend close to
$1 billion in order to do it, they deserve to be turfed out.
I would hazard a guess that it is the most appalling
decision by a government in the history of Victoria.
Ms Fitzherbert — That is a big call.
Mr FINN — It is a big call, but I have to say I am
really scratching. I am going back through the Kirner
years, the Cain years and even the Bracks and Brumby
years, with the north–south pipeline, the desal plant and
all the nonsense that has gone on in Labor governments
gone by, but I think the scrapping of the east–west link
at the cost of $1 billion is something that nobody can
hope to match. It is something that we all hope will
never be matched in the history of this state. It is truly
an amazing decision, particularly when you remember
that previously this was a project that had the support of
the Labor Party. It was the then opposition leader, the
now Premier, who woke up one morning and said, ‘I’ve
had a chat with a few of my mates in the Socialist Left
in the inner suburbs’, and then announced it without
consulting anybody.
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good for the state had to do an Olympic-style backflip,
because the leader of the day — the then opposition
leader, now Premier — wanted to look after a few
mates.
Ms Fitzherbert — A backflip with a double pike?
Mr FINN — Triple pike, possibly a quadruple pike,
which is something you do not have to see.
Ms Fitzherbert interjected.
Mr FINN — I do not know. I think he may have
mounted, and there is a fair bit of that still going on.
Wherever I go, whether it be here in Victoria or
interstate, one thing that is bound to get a laugh,
particularly interstate — not so much in Victoria it has
to be said — is to mention the east–west link. As a
result of that decision, Victoria is the laughing-stock of
Australia. Daniel Andrews has made Victoria the
laughing-stock of Australia, and he did it in the first six
months of his premiership. That is hard to beat.
Ms Fitzherbert — It’s special.
Mr FINN — My word it is special, and it is an
extraordinary way to go about it.
Of course we are still waiting for a decision on
whatever it is called. Is it the West Gate distributor, the
western distributor or the western diversion? What the
hell is he calling it this week? All these plans with
squiggles on maps are floating around. Perhaps it is a
major project; perhaps it is not a major project. We do
not quite know what it is, because nobody will tell us.
I find it quite staggering that one year into its term we
have a government which does not have a major
project. We have a city and a state that are in desperate
need of some major transport infrastructure. Under
normal circumstances members of the government
would also think that that was quite staggering, but
apparently they do not; they are quite proud of it.

Ms Fitzherbert — A rush of blood to the head?
Mr FINN — Perhaps, Ms Fitzherbert, the ultimate
rush of blood to the head. He just announced that, if he
became Premier, he would scrap the east–west link. I
feel for people like Mr Melhem, who up to that point
had been very strong supporters of the east–west link.
They were put in a situation where they had to do a
complete 180-degree U-turn. We had people who were
going full steam ahead, with all the arguments, saying,
‘Let’s build the thing; let’s get the jobs’. You would
have thought it was Mr Melhem channelling Denis
Napthine. But all of a sudden we had a situation in
which people who perhaps had a fair idea of what was

Mr Melhem showed us earlier today what the
government’s major project is. He pulled a 47 000-page
glossy pamphlet out of his back pocket. He told us
about what the government apparently had done and
claimed credit for a great number of things that the
previous government had done, but that is beside the
point.
Do you know what they say in the Labor Party? Never
let the facts get in the way of a good story. The truth
and the Labor Party are like Perth and Sydney — on
opposite sides of the country. They are so far removed
from each other that it is just not funny. If anyone wants
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the truth, they should keep away from the ALP; they
will never find it there. It has this major project in a big
glossy 2015 Christmas brochure. Perhaps it is a
Christmas catalogue. I do not know; I have not had a
chance to have a look at it yet, but Mr Melhem seems to
relish it. Obviously somebody gave it to him this
morning, and he is like a kid with a new toy. It was
absolutely magnificent to see the excitement in his
eyes.
Ms Fitzherbert interjected.
Mr FINN — It was heartwarming. It gave me a
deep inner glow to see Mr Melhem in what I think was
a state of extreme excitement. He was clearly excited,
which is a good thing. I can only hope that when Santa
visits Mr Melhem, he might get some of the things that
are in the brochure.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr FINN — Why do we ask indeed. I mentioned
earlier that we in this state desperately need some major
transport infrastructure, so you would think that any
government worth its salt would be furiously promoting
an airport rail link.
Ms Fitzherbert — It makes sense.
Mr FINN — It does make sense; it does. As Sam
Kekovich would say, you know it makes sense.
Absolutely he would say that, and we all do.
We remember Steve Bracks, he of the red helicopter.
Way before Bronwyn Bishop found it, Steve Bracks
had his own red helicopter. He was elected back in
1999, and one of the promises that he made in the
lead-up to that election was that, as Premier, he would
build a rail link to the airport. He said that back in 1999,
and what is it now? It is 2015, some 16 years later, and
the Labor Party has scrapped it again. It scrapped it
back then. I may have mentioned this in passing to the
house before, but that broken promise of Steve Bracks
was made back in 1999, just weeks after the election
that saw Bracksie take over as Premier. Labor pulled
the plug on it. They said it was not going to happen
after all.
The Napthine coalition government had indicated its
very strong support, desire and intention to build the
airport rail link, but this year the Labor Party killed that
project for the second time. That is incredibly sad. I go
to Sydney and Brisbane, which both have rail links, and
the Sydney one works very well.
Ms Fitzherbert interjected.
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Mr FINN — I do not go overseas much, but
Mr Melhem tells me, because he spends a lot more time
overseas than I do. In fact I was in a discussion the
other day, and it became quite — —
Mr Melhem interjected.
Mr FINN — He is getting excited again over there.
It became quite heated, because we were debating what
would be of greater value: Mr Melhem’s frequent flyer
points or Craig Thomson’s credit card. That was the
debate that went on. I am not sure if we came to a
satisfactory conclusion, but that is something that we
might continue to discuss at some stage. As
Ms Fitzherbert has pointed out, an airport rail link is
pretty much a standard feature in many major cities.
Ms Fitzherbert — Everyone has one except us.
Mr FINN — Just about everyone does have one,
except us and Adelaide, but then again Adelaide does
not count. That is pretty much par for the course.
We have a government in this state that has killed off a
major road to link one side of Melbourne with the
other, indeed link one side of Victoria with the other. It
has also killed off the airport rail link that everybody
has been waiting for for decades. Dodgy Dan says, ‘No
way, it is not happening’, so that is the end of that.
Then we move on to the Melbourne Metro rail project.
That seems like a good idea. You are tunnelling away
and putting in railway stations and putting down lines
and all that sort of thing. It is a bit like promising to put
a Mercedes in every garage. It is a great idea; if only we
had the money to do it. Government members are
talking about $11 billion. I think they said they have
$2 billion. They probably made that up.
Mr Ramsay interjected.
Mr FINN — Is that from the feds? They have got
some state money. We have these people carrying on
once again, rabbiting on about these fictitious major
projects that they have. This metro project is a ripper. I
will leave it to Mr Davis to tell us exactly where that is
going to go, but we do know that it is not funded and
that if it goes much further, the money will run out. Just
yesterday the Minister for Public Transport, Ms Allan,
went on the record as starting to talk up the Metro 2
project. If you do not have the money for Metro 1, why
the hell would you start talking about Metro 2? These
people are living in a fantasy world; they are not on the
same planet as the rest of us. It is astounding. I know it
is a truism to say Labor does not know how to handle
money, but those opposite honestly believe that if they
spend it, more will magically appear.
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An honourable member — From the federal
government.
Mr FINN — From the federal government, from the
taxpayer — it could be anybody. They do not
particularly care where the money comes from, and
indeed when it runs out they just keep spending it
anyway, until the creditors say no. We have seen Labor
governments do that before. This government will be
even worse than we have seen, in my view.
In the few minutes that I have left, I want to talk for a
couple of minutes about Sunbury. The dodgester has
told us that he has kept every promise that he has made.
I beg to differ. It was only 12 months ago that we heard
from the Labor Party that it would respect the will of
the people of Sunbury and respect the will of the people
of Hume. The then Minister for Local Government in
the coalition government, Tim Bull, gazetted that new
council, which was to begin operation on 1 July this
year. We heard that from Dick Wynne, the Minister for
Planning, who was then the shadow Minister for Local
Government, and we heard it from Josh Bull, who I
understand is the member for Sunbury in the Assembly.
Mr Drum has a quizzical look on his face, and
understandably so. If you are talking about Mr Bull,
you have to say, ‘Tim Bull, good; Josh Bull, bad’. That
is the truth of the matter. In fact I feel a bit sorry for the
poor little swine, because the government keeps
dumping him into it. It found a dirty great drum of a
most unfortunate substance, and it dropped him from a
very great height, not just on the Sunbury out of Hume
issue but also on the V/Line issue.
The people of Sunbury were told by a Labor
government when the electrification process started
that, yes, they would have V/Line and they would have
electric services — they would have the best of both
worlds. It has to be pointed out that the people of
Sunbury were never actually asked about
electrification, because if they had been asked they
would have made it very clear that they did not want
electrification; they just wanted a few more V/Line
trains. It would have been a far cheaper proposition, it
has to be said, but they were not asked. When they did
raise the issue with the then government they were told
by the then member for Macedon, Joanne Duncan —
and didn’t she make a big splash! — ‘Yes, you will
have both — not a problem. That’s done and dusted;
the deal is done’.
Here we have a government — Jacinta Allan, Josh Bull
and all the rest of them — which has told the people of
Sunbury that as of 1 January next year, if anybody in
Sunbury dares to board a V/Line train and park their tail
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on an empty seat, they will be fined $438. In a lot of
places you do not get that much for murder! It is just
extraordinary that this mob is not only ripping the
V/Line services away from the people of Sunbury but
slugging the good people of Sunbury $438 every time
they get on the train.
If there is a government anywhere that is showing
contempt for any of its people the way this government
is showing contempt for the people of Sunbury, I would
like to know where it is. Clearly the Labor government
is at war with the people of Sunbury. I would like that
war to stop. Enough. Cease. Finish.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
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Tourism Victoria: report 2014–15
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) — I am pleased to rise
to speak this afternoon on the Tourism Victoria 2014–15
annual report, which outlines some of the
organisation’s achievements for the year ending June
2015. It was positive to read that Tourism Victoria has
achieved another solid year of results, with visitors to
and within Victoria spending a total of $21.2 billion
during the year ending 2014, which equates to a little
under 23 per cent of tourism expenditure across
Australia. Spending by international visitors to Victoria
reached an all-time high of $5 billion, and domestic
overnight expenditure increased by 14 per cent to
$11.5 billion.
Among other pleasing news was that nights spent and
expenditure by international visitors in regional
Victoria grew to record levels in the year ending
December 2014. The numbers of international visitors
from both the east and traditional western markets
increased. These figures go to show that Victoria is
attracting visitors from high-end Asian markets. They
are choosing to stay overnight in regional destinations
such as in my electorate in Gippsland. I was particularly
pleased to read that domestic overnight visitors to
Gippsland increased by 11.4 per cent to 13.1 million
visitors in the year ending December 2014. Daytrips to
regional Victoria also increased to approximately
28 million for the year ending 2014, with daytrip
expenditure in regional Victoria increasing at a greater
rate than key competitors and the national average.
Those fantastic results for the year ending December
2014, when the coalition was in government, can be
partially attributed to the Liberal-Nationals spending on
tourism in the state. Tourism in my Gippsland
electorate in particular received some decent wins
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during that time. In the 2014–15 budget the coalition
allocated $14 million for regional tourism marketing to
increase visitors to my area. The Gippsland Lakes is a
beautiful area and a tourist drawcard in my electorate,
and in 2012 the coalition established the Gippsland
Lakes Ministerial Advisory Committee to develop and
implement an environmental strategy for the lakes and
provided an initial $10 million for the Gippsland Lakes
Environmental Fund to deliver that strategy. Many
projects have received investment to ensure that the
Gippsland Lakes can continue to be protected and
enhanced so they can be enjoyed by the many who live
in and visit the region.
In Paynesville in East Gippsland in September this year
more than $2 million of capital works projects were
opened by my Nationals colleague and the member for
Gippsland East in the Legislative Assembly, Mr Tim
Bull. Tourism is very important to the economy of East
Gippsland, and these works will help to attract more
visitors by improving facilities. East Gippsland was
also the beneficiary of $346 000 allocated by the former
government for upgrades to the visitor information
centre and an additional $19 500 to develop cycling in
the region. Tourism in regional Victoria and
particularly in Gippsland experienced a boost from the
coalition’s significant additional funds for our beautiful
rail trails. Victoria has many rail trails renowned for
their adventure and scenery, and the popularity of
cycling, walking and horseriding is increasing
significantly.
As a member for Eastern Victoria Region I have some
absolutely magnificent tourist attractions in my patch,
which I have no doubt have contributed greatly to the
success of the state’s tourism figures. In his foreword to
the report the chief executive, Leigh Harry, talks about
the Andrews government implementing a number of
reviews. We hear of many reviews being undertaken by
this Labor government, and I can only hope that all this
reviewing will turn into action. When the coalition was
in government it provided significant tourism dollars to
improve the regional tourism industry and ensure that
regional Victoria was not left behind. I can only hope
that the positive results tourism experienced under the
coalition government can continue under this one.

Auditor-General: Public Hospitals — 2014–15
Audit Snapshot
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak to the Auditor-General’s report entitled Public
Hospitals — 2014–15 Audit Snapshot, which was
tabled in November 2015. I read the report with
disbelief until I remembered that the federal Liberal
government slashed the Victorian health budget
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allocation by over $1 billion. It would seem our public
hospitals are broke. If any of them were a business or
even a not for profit, any sane operator would declare
bankruptcy. Our public hospital system is an open
mouth screaming for more funding and additional
resources. The rapid growth in population has only
increased the burden on our already overloaded system.
It is useless to say that hospitals do a splendid job
looking after their patients. We all know they do, but
these are just words, and words count for little when
our hospital administrators are confronted with invoices
they do not have the funds to pay. Something has to
give, and when it comes to seriously ill patients, it
could mean that lives are lost. According to the report,
public hospitals have generated a net deficit from
operations of more than $700 million annually in the
past five financial years and are facing short and
long-term financial sustainability issues. This is a direct
result of the federal government slashing and burning
when it came to Victoria’s last health budget allocation.
I am sorry to say that members of the federal
government should hang their heads in shame.
The Auditor-General has made some recommendations
which really only address the public hospital fiscal
problems in the short term. I am confident that Victoria
will continue to fight for a fair health budget allocation
from Canberra. Victorian lives and livelihoods depend
on it. The Auditor-General’s report recommends:
That the Department of Health and Human Services reviews
and sets a commercially accepted target for the terms of trade
with creditors and debtors in line with state government
policy.

The report further recommends that public hospitals:
review their debtor collection policy and processes, and
follow up on debtors that are overdue —

and —
use restricted funds only for their intended purpose.

I foresee that trying to follow up on debtors may be a
lot tougher than it sounds, but the recommendations
start with trying to rein in ballooning debts in our public
hospital system. We run the very real risk of losing our
best and brightest health professionals to overseas
medical providers. I endorse the recommendations
contained in the Auditor-General’s report and fully
support their intent.
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Ombudsman: allegations of improper conduct
by councillors associated with political
donations

the way it has set up its political donation structure,
which effectively ensures that it does not get itself tied
up in any such problems in future.

Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — My contribution
today is on the Victorian Ombudsman report entitled
Investigation of a Protected Disclosure Complaint
Regarding Allegations of Improper Conduct by
Councillors Associated with Political Donations.
Political donations are quite a contentious issue because
during elections and sometimes after elections we get
situations where a whole range of allegations fly around
about the conduct of various candidates and where they
supposedly got their financial backing from.

There are some comparisons made with some of the
other states. It is mentioned that New South Wales has
had a range of problems with this particular issue and
that we need to take heed of those experiences we have
seen in New South Wales. The Ombudsman states that
we need to reform the current legislation. That was
probably needed many years ago, but we need to
continue to work hard in this area and ensure that the
recommendations that are put forward are discussed.
One issue to consider is whether we should have
restrictions on donations to candidates and political
parties by property developers. Secondly, there is the
issue of whether details of all donations to a candidate
or political party should be required to be published on
a publicly available register within 30 days of the
relevant election.

A similar allegation in this report had to do with the
City of Casey. The allegation was put forward that a
councillor was offering what you might call favourable
planning outcomes in exchange for financial donations
from relevant property developers and that he was then
using those donations to fund his campaign in the state
election. Not only was he doing this, but also other
councillors were implicated. As it turns out, the
Ombudsman conducted a lengthy inquiry. She wrote to
the Minister for Local Government at that stage, who
was Tim Bull, the member for Gippsland East in the
other place, and let him know of her intention to
effectively conduct this investigation. It seems very
clear that throughout the investigation the Ombudsman
found that none of the allegations had any substance;
they were not substantiated.
However, in the report the Ombudsman says that there
are some issues that need some attention. She believes
that a range of processes need to be put in place to
ensure that we do not end up with some of the corrupt
activities that go on in other states. The Ombudsman
talks about how important this issue is. There is
reference to the growing population of the City of
Casey and to the fact that it is growing at over
7300 people per annum, which is very important.
The Ombudsman mentions in the report the practice of
donating to the Liberal Party. It is interesting to read
that the money that comes into the Liberal Party
actually goes into a central fund, which takes away a lot
of the potential opportunity to be able to influence
candidates in one particular seat or another. It then
becomes a matter for the discretion of the party as to
where those funds are spent. I think that system has real
merit because it takes away the opportunity for any
potential developer wanting to influence voting in a
particular seat by making a donation and effectively
having some sort of control over a particular candidate.
Given what is in this Ombudsman’s report of the
investigation, the Liberal Party could be quite proud of

It is important that when the Ombudsman is given a
role she is able to go in and make full and frank
investigations — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
Mr Drum’s time has expired.

Auditor-General: Public Hospitals — 2014–15
Audit Snapshot
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak on the Auditor-General’s 2014–15 audit snapshot
of public hospitals. From this snapshot it is quite clear
that Victorian public hospitals have suffered gravely
under coalition-led state governments and continue to
do so under the current federal government. In the past
five financial years, when excluding capital revenue,
public hospitals have generated a net deficit from
operations of more than $700 million annually. To be
exact, the sector suffered a net deficit of $775 million in
the 2014–15 financial year. This is absolutely appalling.
As a result, public hospitals face short and long-term
financial sustainability issues, with 48 public hospitals
having been rated as having a medium or high liquidity
risk. At the moment the sector is suffering operational
losses and is struggling to generate sufficient funds to
cover current financial obligations. In the long term,
this will mean that the sector will be unable to either
generate surpluses or fund future asset renewal and
replacement. All of this ultimately means that the level
and variety of services that public hospitals can offer
will be reduced in the near future. This simply cannot
be allowed to happen.

STATEMENTS ON REPORTS AND PAPERS
Wednesday, 25 November 2015

COUNCIL

I point to the simple fact that our hospitals today would
not be suffering if it were not for the Abbott and now
Turnbull government’s decision to cut $50 billion from
Australia’s public hospitals. Be that as it may, the
Auditor-General’s report contains a series of
recommendations for tackling this issue. It is with
pleasure that I can say that the state Labor government
has accepted most of these recommendations, which
include: that public hospital governing boards and their
management implement appropriate governance and
monitoring mechanisms to ensure that all audit findings
are addressed on a timely basis; that public hospitals
comply with the requirements of the Minister for
Finance’s standing direction 4.5.6, supplementing the
Financial Management Act 1994; and that public
hospitals review their debtor collection policies and
processes and use restricted funds only for their
intended purpose. A partially accepted recommendation
is that the Department of Health and Human Services
review and set a commercially accepted target for the
terms of trade with creditors and debtors.
The acceptance of these recommendations paints a
clear picture. Unlike the former state government, the
new Andrews Labor government is committed to
supporting and looking after our state’s public hospitals
and patients. With that, I commend the report to the
house.

Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE:
report 2014
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — I rise tonight
to speak on the Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE
annual report of 2014. In the Hume region we have two
major TAFE providers: GOTAFE, which provides
services throughout Seymour, Shepparton and
Wangaratta; and Wodonga TAFE. GOTAFE is a
particularly good TAFE. I remember several years ago
when I was a new member of Parliament there was a
great debate in Shepparton in which our local council
particularly was involved. It was around making
Shepparton a university city. What was left out of that
strategy and what was ignored was the fact that we had
an extremely good TAFE.
We still have an extremely good TAFE, and I am very
proud of our TAFE. It is run extremely well by the
board of management, headed up by Michael Tehan,
along with CEO Paul Culpen, who is absolutely
amazing. TAFE is a great outcome for many students in
Shepparton because unfortunately, with the levels of
disadvantage we have, many of our students are never
going to go to university. TAFE can put them onto a
path towards building better lives for themselves
through education and training and getting them into
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the right area of study that suits them for the career they
want.
At the Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE they have
more than 19 000 students enrolled in more than
300 programs. In 2014 they won state and national
awards, including the Victorian Koorie Student of the
Year Award and the Victorian School-based
Apprentice of the Year Award at the Victorian Training
Awards. GOTAFE was also formally recognised at the
Wurreker Awards as the state’s best Victorian TAFE
institute providing Koori vocational education and
training. GOTAFE is continuing to invest in the future
through the development and upgrade of facilities and
information technology capacity, the redevelopment of
the Wangaratta rural industries campus in partnership
with Charles Sturt University and continuing
professional development of staff to meet the current
and future needs of industry students.
TAFE has partnered in two major projects in Greater
Shepparton, and the first of those is a partnership it
formed with me when I was the Minister for Housing to
deliver the Shepparton Education First Youth Foyer,
which is being built opposite TAFE at the moment.
Unfortunately the construction of that has fallen behind
under the current, useless Minister for Housing,
Disability and Ageing. It was started during the election
campaign and should have been finished in August of
this year. It is now not due for completion until July
next year. That facility will provide 40 young people
with the opportunity to live in it as a residential facility
and to study at TAFE. TAFE is a very important
partner in that particular project.
At international conferences on youth foyers they are
now talking about the model that I set up in this state.
The Education First Youth Foyer is the prime model for
youth foyers throughout the world. The way that they
put it was that the Victorian model is leading the world
because of its strong education component.
TAFE is also a partner in the Better Together alliance,
which is a collaborative venture that brings together key
government secondary schools in Greater Shepparton,
TAFE and La Trobe University to support young
people and contribute to their education and their needs.
Unfortunately what we have seen from this year’s
Victorian Training Market half-yearly report is that
TAFE enrolments in the Hume region have actually
dropped under Labor. Enrolments in
government-subsidised training have dropped by 19 per
cent in the Hume region. There are now 3645 fewer
government-subsidised enrolments. The report shows
that TAFEs are receiving less funding under the
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Andrews government. Under Labor, TAFEs are
receiving less funding for training, not more. Labor
promised $1.2 billion for TAFEs to create 100 000 new
jobs, but this has not happened. Instead Victoria is
going backwards, and that means that fewer local
students are getting the training they need for the career
they want.
That is a great disappointment to us in Greater
Shepparton, where we have disadvantage and want to
see young people involved in education and training.
We have a great TAFE that is attempting to do that, but
with a government spending less and providing less
government-subsidised training opportunities for
students, it is detrimental to the future education of
students in Greater Shepparton, the Rural City of
Wangaratta and Seymour.

Young Farmers Finance Council: report 2015
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — I am pleased
to rise to make a statement on the Young Farmers
Finance Council — Annual Report 2015. The Young
Farmers Finance Council was created to encourage the
establishment of young people in farming. It assists
young people who have demonstrated an interest in
farming, and it advises and assists the minister on the
development of schemes for the purchase of farming
land or improvements by the council to enable young
people to become established in farming.
The council’s reports are not particularly lengthy, so I
have had the opportunity to read not just the current
annual report but also previous reports. The report of
2013 talked about a decade of drought in irrigation
areas. We are now two years down the track, and things
have not gotten any better. Dams are still low, and rain
is scarce. All indications are that we are facing a record
El Nino, and that generally means less rain for
Australia. The Andrews government is not standing
idly by whilst this is happening. The deterioration in
weather conditions is having a significant impact on our
farming families.
Farming provides $11 billion to the Victorian economy.
The Andrews government has provided $1.1 million for
new standpipes and firefighting tanks in the western
parts of Victoria. Fourteen standpipes will be installed
to ease the burden on families being forced to travel
long distances to cart their water for stock and domestic
use. They will be put into communities including Ararat,
Stawell, Great Western, Edenhope, Apsley and Kaniva.
There will also be nine firefighting tanks installed near
existing standpipes along the Wimmera–Mallee
pipeline. This is an important measure to keep rural
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communities and farmers safe in what is shaping as a
long and hard fire season.
Despite the difficulties associated with life on the land,
when facing the uncertainties of drought and climate
change the Young Farmers Finance Council is relevant
and important. Young people still want a life on the
land, and we need them to want that as food security is
a fundamental requirement of living in a developed
nation.
The Young Farmers Finance Council has three main
streams of loans. These are for purchase of stock and
equipment, land purchase and the One 2 Grow scheme,
which is aimed at helping aspiring farmers purchase
their first block of land.
The Andrews Labor government believes that it is vital
to support our farmers through these difficult times.
That is why we refunded the National Farmers Health
Centre for another $4 million. I note that the National
Farmers Health Centre is located in Hamilton, smack
bang in the south-west where our farmers are doing it
tough.
We have also established a new support package that
delivers mental health first aid in 10 drought-affected
areas, and we have put on additional Rural Finance
Counsellors.
We have added to the State Schools Relief program and
put nearly a million dollars into kindergarten support in
drought-affected communities. We have established a
million-dollar program for drought-affected farmers
and farm workers to enable them to work on
environmental projects. There has been a $1.5 million
drought extension program to help farmers with
necessary decisions like destocking, feed budgeting and
land management, to name a few.
These are the hardest times for drought-affected
families. The stresses are palpable. That is why we have
put $5.8 million into the Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund to ensure that kids from drought-affected areas do
not miss out on these educational experiences. They
will be the farmers of the future. Like the young
farmers who took advantage of the Young Farmers
Finance Council loans in this report, they too will have
a role to play in our regional economy.
Drought will always be part of nature’s cycle. Here in
government, though, we will do all we can to support
our farmers, young and old, through these difficult and
tough times. I commend this report to the house.
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Commission for Children and Young People:
report 2014–15
Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — I rise today
to speak on the Commission for Children and Young
People annual report 2014–15. I wish to begin by
thanking all of the commission staff and volunteers
who have worked tirelessly throughout the year. In
particular, I thank the principal commissioner,
Mr Bernie Geary, and the commissioner for Aboriginal
children and young people, Mr Andrew Jackomos, for
their hard work and being so proactive in advocating
for the needs of the state’s most vulnerable children.
This report was not easy to read; in fact it was very
difficult. It was difficult because vulnerable and
innocent children should not be exposed to vulgar
violations such as physical and sexual violence when
living in their family homes or when they are placed in
the state’s care. Approximately 7000 Victorian children
and young people are living in out-of-home care every
night, which is funded and regulated by the Department
of Health and Human Services.
The commissioner notes that in 2014 the Commission
for Children and Young People began work on its own
initiated inquiry into the adequacy of the provision of
residential care services to Victorian children and
young people who have been subject to sexual abuse or
sexual exploitation whilst residing in residential care,
whose report is entitled “… as a good parent
would …”. The investigation has demonstrated that
children and young people are still being sexually
abused and exploited in state care. The commissioner
notes that the commission continues to conduct
inquiries into the deaths of children who have been in
contact with child protection services. This is of
particular importance to gauge an insight into how
other professionals and service systems do or do not
work together to enhance safety, ensure protection and
work in the best interests of Victoria’s vulnerable
children.
The report also highlights the commission’s important
work with Koori children and, most importantly, how
significant attachment is to their culture and identity.
This attachment resonates with knowing who they are
with respect to their family, community and ancestors. I
note the important work of Taskforce 1000, which
seeks to continue to improve the circumstances of
Koori children in out-of-home care. The report states:
… in the year to 30 June 2014, there was a 42 per cent growth
in the number of Aboriginal children in out-of-home care and
the primary factors leading to their removal were family
violence, parental alcohol and substance abuse, neglect and
mental illness.
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These contributors to state intervention are by no means
only experienced within the Indigenous community.
They are the major factor for interventions across the
state, regardless of cultural background.
On this point I would like to raise a final issue. In recent
years various investigations and inquiries have shed an
important light on abuse that Victorian children and
young people have and are being exposed to. I thank
the current Labor government for finally bringing the
issue of domestic family violence to the forefront
through a royal commission. I also acknowledge other
recent investigations: the Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse and, in
Victoria, the Family and Community Development
Committee’s Betrayal of Trust report.
Following the Commission for Children and Young
People report, important recommendations relating to
criminal and civil laws have already been put into
effect. On the issue of family violence I would like to
read an excerpt from the report that outlines the effect
family violence has on children. This excerpt highlights
how important our government’s inquiry is:
Children who witness family violence are victims of family
violence. Living with family violence causes harm to
children’s development and their emotional, psychological
and physical wellbeing.

Domestic violence is a state emergency; in fact it is a
nationwide emergency. I hope state governments across
the country and the federal government will take a
stand to address this problem. Once again I thank all
those who contributed to this report and the
commission for its hard work throughout the year.

Department of Treasury and Finance: budget
papers 2015–16
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I am
pleased to rise and make some comments on the state
budget 2015–16. I am particularly drawn to the issue of
Fishermans Bend and many of the aspects surrounding
it, given the population projections in the budget, which
show that up to 100 000 people a year are coming to
Victoria — that is, around 2000 people per week —
which is very significant growth for Victoria.
Melbourne is a growing city. Fishermans Bend is a
visionary urban renewal project that is about new jobs
and accommodating population growth. Either Labor
supports the new jobs and keeping population pressures
away from the middle suburbs, or it opposes the new
jobs and supports more than 100 000 people being
placed in apartments in the middle suburbs. The fact is
that you cannot have it both ways. We know that
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construction jobs are of significant benefit. Fishermans
Bend is projected to have 80 000 residents in at least
40 000 apartments. Conservatively it will have well
over $10 billion worth of construction value and tens of
thousands of construction jobs. By reducing or
opposing the development of Fishermans Bend, Labor
and the Premier, Daniel Andrews, are cutting the
number of jobs that will be available at a time when the
government is having huge trouble meeting the
projections in the budget for jobs and growth more
broadly.
Fishermans Bend is a significant addition to the central
city. No other Australian city has an expanded renewal
opportunity of similar scale and importance.
Barangaroo, which is in Sydney and which I have
looked at closely, is 22 hectares in size, but Fishermans
Bend is over 200 hectares. The Fishermans Bend
development would have significantly reduced
development pressure on Melbourne’s middle suburbs.
If we do not allow significant density and growth
through that Fishermans Bend area, that pressure will
come to the middle suburbs.
As I say, Fishermans Bend has a significant role to
play. Labor has claimed that developers will benefit
from this because it was rezoned without warning. It is
important to get the fact on the record that the
coalition’s plans for Fishermans Bend were made clear
in the media as early as October 2010. That was before
the election.
Mr Dalidakis interjected.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
Mr Dalidakis should know that to wave props around in
the house is highly inappropriate. He should not do it
again.
Mr DAVIS — After the election, through 2011 and
2012, before the rezoning, there were numerous public
announcements and public discussions. Over
200 hectares were rezoned and there were dozens, if not
hundreds, of landowners there. Some landowners will
play a significant role.
That the Liberals did not provide for public
infrastructure is one claim, and that is quite untrue. The
government lost out. The fact is every apartment at
Fishermans Bend will pay a developer contribution of
$15 900, the highest ever contribution required — —
Mr Mulino — A developer contribution? Is that
what it’s called?
Mr DAVIS — A development contribution. It is as
high as is available anywhere else. The precinct already
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hosts large parks, a fire station and access to local shops
and tram routes. The J. J. Murphy Reserve on
Williamstown Road is another good example — ovals,
a baseball diamond and others. Let us face it: the
Liberal Party was going to build a railway station on
that site but Daniel Andrews is a station stripper,
someone who has stripped a station out of a
development and left the development without the
station that is integral to what is needed there. Public
transport is a very important aspect that has been
diminished by Daniel Andrews and the new planning
minister.
The middle suburbs are a significant target for Labor.
Suburbs in that middle ring are going to have pressures
like they have never seen before as this government has
closed off so much development in the central city and
is closing off options in Fishermans Bend with complex
delays and a complex administrative and management
structure that will not see the developments that should
occur in Fishermans Bend. I say Labor has botched
Fishermans Bend. It has stripped the station out. Daniel
Andrews, as I say, is a station stripper, ripping a station
from a major new development that should have given
Victoria a historic advantage.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
The member’s time has expired.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Maiden Gully Primary School
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister
for Education. It is regarding the need for the
redevelopment of Maiden Gully Primary School. My
request of the minister is that he commit to funding the
redevelopment of Maiden Gully Primary School in the
2016–17 budget to bring the school’s buildings into line
with 21st century needs and expectations.
Earlier this year I raised the need for the redevelopment
of Maiden Gully Primary School with the minister, who
visited the school last term. The minister will have a
firsthand understanding of the challenges the school
faces and will therefore know that committing to the
modernisation project should be a priority for the
Andrews government. In response to my original
question to the minister earlier this year, he said that
Maiden Gully Primary School has sufficient facilities to
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accommodate its current and predicted enrolment.
However, this is not actually the case.
The school has recently provided me with updated
information outlining some of the reasons it needs to be
redeveloped, including that the population of Maiden
Gully is expected to grow by 135 per cent over the next
20 years from the current 4823 residents to 11 342. In
2011 Maiden Gully primary had 431 students; in four
years student numbers have grown to 529. Currently
there are 580 students enrolled for next year and this
number is expected to grow to 600 by the beginning of
the school year.
Staff facilities, administration offices and the student
sick bay are all inadequate for the current population of
the school, not to mention the expected population
increase beginning next year. Students use the staff
kitchen for cooking sessions, numeracy interviews are
conducted in the staff room, the toilet facilities barely
meet OHS requirements and there is inadequate
off-street parking for staff. The current school grounds
are in extremely poor condition due to age, general
structural dilapidation, increasing enrolments and
random placement of facilities. The current building
design is limiting teachers’ capacity to deliver a highly
differentiated curriculum to adequately address
individual student learning at the point of need. There
are ongoing operational and maintenance issues with
existing services like gas, electricity, stormwater
drainage and IT.
Seven of the 10 permanent classrooms are light timber
construction classrooms that were shifted onto the
school site almost 30 years ago, and these classrooms
are at least 40 years old. The remainder of the school’s
classrooms are all portables. The Department of
Education and Training’s policy is for schools to be
configured to have only 20 per cent of classes in
portable buildings. However, by 2016 the percentage of
portable classrooms at Maiden Gully Primary School
will have blown out to 62 per cent. My request of the
minister is that he commit to funding the
redevelopment of Maiden Gully Primary School in the
2016–17 budget to bring the buildings in line with
21st century needs and expectations.

Safe Schools program
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — My adjournment matter is for the
Minister for Education, James Merlino, and it concerns
the Safe Schools program. In light of the Safe Schools
rollout in Victoria I wish to make some comments and
raise some concerns over the appropriateness of this
being the only model being offered as a means of
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encouraging mutual respect, understanding and
emotional intelligence. The Safe Schools Coalition
states on its website that its resource:
has been developed to have a real impact on student attitudes
towards lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex
people and to encourage whole-school change that affirms
and supports the right of all students, staff and families to feel
safe at school.

I wholeheartedly agree with the fundamental principle
that all students, all staff and all families deserve to feel
safe while at school, and anywhere else for that matter.
Nobody deserves to be bullied for any reason. Every
person deserves to be understood and respected. As I
understand it, the Safe Schools program will serve
predominantly as a resource for secondary school
classrooms across Victoria and Australia to discuss and
support gender diversity, sexual diversity and intersex
topics.
However, there is widespread concern in the
community — and many people have spoken to me
about this — that Safe Schools is not so much about
teaching young people emotional intelligence as it is
about promoting an LGBTI agenda. Instead of having a
program that is predominantly structured and delivered
to specifically promote respect for the lifestyles of only
one particular group of people, why do we not have a
program which is entirely focused on teaching
emotional intelligence, social skills, respect and
understanding of all people regardless of sexuality,
ability or disability, race, colour, religion, culture or
social status?
One such program that I am aware of is the RULER
program. It was designed at the Yale Center for
Emotional Intelligence. This program is used by
schools across the US and also by Girton Grammar
School in Bendigo and Pymble Public School in New
South Wales. RULER is an acronym. It stands for
recognising, understanding, labelling, expressing and
regulating emotions and it is conducted over a number
of phases, which I do not have time to go into now. It is
a peer-reviewed program, unlike the Safe Schools
program. It has been found to significantly reduce the
likelihood of bullying, significantly decrease anxiety
and depression, reduce social stress and lead to fewer
student problems at school, better academic
performance and increased leadership.
I call on the minister to review in detail the
appropriateness of the nature and content of the Safe
Schools program in comparison with the RULER
program and as part of this review to consider how the
government can support schools that choose to
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implement RULER as an alternative to adopting the
Safe Schools Coalition program.

Victorian Health Promotion Foundation
funding
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
adjournment contribution tonight is for the Minister for
Health, and the action I seek is an explicit commitment
that the Andrews Labor government will maintain the
funding and independence of VicHealth into the future.
Two reviews are currently underway looking at the
state’s health promotion activities: the health promotion
and prevention investment project, and a review of the
Tobacco Act 1987. Concerns have been raised with me
from a number of different places and people that these
reviews are actually a way for the government to
reorient funding that VicHealth receives to other
sources, and that may even be back into the department
itself. That is why I am seeking some clarity in relation
to the government’s intentions and a commitment about
the future of VicHealth.
VicHealth is an incredibly successful, independent
tripartisan organisation that has now been running for
28 years. In 2014–15 it received about $37.8 million in
funding. It has really always been there to push the
boundaries, to trial and test new ways to promote health
in Victoria, and it has led the way on so many fronts.
When you think about smoking and what has been
achieved, largely in partnership with Quit, this includes
abolishing smoking sponsorship and dramatic
reductions in smoking rates in Victoria. When you
think of something as simple as the walking school bus
program, you think of the impact that has had and the
difference it has made in terms of getting young people
exercising.
VicHealth has led the way in mental health promotion,
and certainly from my perspective it has done amazing
work in terms of family violence. I have no doubt that
we are where we are today on family violence — in
terms of public awareness and the engagement and
policy work that is happening — as a result of the work
that VicHealth has done over almost a decade,
particularly its work in relation to the attitude survey,
which continues to this day to capture and understand
the changes over time in people’s attitudes to violence
against women.
Just in the last couple of weeks there has been the
release of Change the Story — A Shared Framework
for the Primary Prevention of Violence Against Women
and Their Children in Australia. This is the national
framework established in partnership between Our
Watch, the national organisation established by the
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former state coalition government with the federal
government; the Australia’s National Research
Organisation for Women’s Safety, or ANROWS; and
VicHealth. These are the three organisations leading the
way in terms of the family violence framework.
Just a couple of weeks ago 100 VicHealth stakeholders
and partners came together to look at the opportunities
for VicHealth in the future. I was very pleased to be
there with the member for Forest Hill in the other place.
We were the only parliamentary representatives. It was
disappointing of course that government members were
not there, but this is an organisation that seeks to
continue to challenge itself and be as good as it can for
the health and wellbeing of Victorians. I encourage the
minister to continue to invest in and support VicHealth
into the future.

Bass Valley Children’s Centre
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) — I rise this evening
to bring a matter to the attention of the Minister for
Families and Children, Ms Mikakos. It relates to the
Bass Valley Children’s Centre in Corinella, which is in
Gippsland, the area that I represent.
Further to correspondence that I have sent to the
minister seeking support for a children’s facilities
capital program grant, I would like to reinforce the
importance of building the Bass Valley Children’s
Centre in Corinella to account for the growth in the area
and a number of different factors that are necessary, in
my view, to provide really vital services in an area of
great need. The needs relate to but also go beyond the
requirements to provide long day care, occasional care,
before and after-school care, vacation care and also a
kindergarten. In line with the planning that has been
conducted by the volunteer group to date, there would
also be a maternal and child health service, a specialist
child health service and also visiting family support
services.
The idea behind this application for a children’s
facilities capital program grant is for the centre to play a
really central role in breaking the cycle of
disadvantage — financial and social disadvantage and
also the tyranny of distance — that is so often part and
parcel of a comparative lack of opportunity in
Gippsland and in this particular part of the district, and
also to ensure that we are providing better opportunities
for young people and their families in the area now and
into the future.
As the minister would be aware, further positions of
various volunteers and their representatives and further
to the representations I have made to the minister
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directly, the Bass Coast Shire Council has indicated that
it is in a position to contribute $985 000 to the project.
That would sit alongside a community contribution that
is the consequence of significant grassroots fundraising.
On that basis the group has begun a feasibility study
and plan, so it is now about taking this to the next step
to ensure that we get the funding necessary to make this
a reality.
Mr O’Donohue interjected.
Ms SHING — This is something which, despite the
protestations of those opposite, is a necessary part of
getting on with making sure that we deliver on
educational opportunities and early childhood
development opportunities for people throughout
regional Victoria, and making sure that we reduce
disadvantage whenever and however we possibly can.
Again I ask the minister to favourably consider this
particular grant application in the terms sought and to
provide the necessary relief and opportunity to those in
the community who would benefit from it.

Asbestos Awareness Week
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — This
week, 23–27 November, is Asbestos Awareness Week.
I take the opportunity to express my condolences to the
millions of people and their families around the world
whose lives have been destroyed by asbestos. Australia
has the highest per capita rates of asbestos-related
diseases in the world. It has held this dubious
distinction for decades, and deaths from
asbestos-related diseases — mesothelioma, asbestosis
and lung cancer — are expected to peak around 2020
with up to 40 000 deaths.
In any terms this is a tragic catastrophe, the result of the
extensive mining and use of asbestos in vehicle and
other manufacturing and the construction of residential,
commercial and public buildings, including power
utilities, schools and many other facilities and settings
in Australia, and of the past and ongoing incompetence
and negligence of governments and employers both
private and public.
Despite companies and governments being well aware
of the deadly hazards of asbestos, it was mined in
Australia up until late 1984. According to the national
Asbestos Safety and Eradication Agency approximately
one-third of all homes built in Australia contain
asbestos products, and the widespread use of asbestos
has left a deadly legacy of asbestos in situ. There are
many areas in the home where asbestos-containing
materials can be found, including, but not limited to,
roof and wall sheeting, guttering, gables, eaves, water
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pipes and flues, vinyl flooring, carpet and tile
underlays, imitation brick cladding, fencing, carports
and sheds, telecommunication pits, expansion joints,
packing under beams and concrete formwork.
The risk of exposure to asbestos from the built
environment is broad, and the potential impact to the
entire Australian community is great. Asbestos is still
widely used in some countries. Despite being a
prohibited import in Australia since 2003, goods
containing asbestos are still being located at the
Australian border.
As I said in this place two years ago, I have raised this
issue of the rising incidence of exposure to asbestos in
situ in public buildings, including in schools and in
private homes, several times in this place because not
enough is being done to prevent exposure in the
community. At that time two years ago Victoria was the
only state to have not signed up to the national strategy.
Nothing much has changed, and I have been informed
that, while Consumer Affairs Victoria had a stall at the
recent Herald Sun Home Show, the information it had
available on home OHS-type topics did not include
asbestos. What a wasted opportunity.
I understand that the government finally signed on to
the National Strategic Plan for Asbestos Management
and Awareness several months ago. While concerns
have been raised about the shortcomings and some
watering down of the strategy, it does provide a
framework for coordinated action to reduce the hazard
of asbestos in the community. My request of the
Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor
Regulation is that she outline what steps the Victorian
government is taking to implement the national
strategic plan and how government departments and
local authorities will work together towards an
asbestos-free Victoria.

Freedom of information
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) — I raise a
matter for the attention of the Attorney-General, and it
relates to freedom of information. On this topic
Mr Pakula talked a big game prior to the election. He
said in a Labor press release of 9 October:
‘Labor will end this secret state and open our doors to the
public, because we all deserve to know the details that affect
our lives’.
‘Under Labor’s changes, no future government will ever be
able to keep a crisis secret. No more hiding, no more
excuses’.

So you can imagine my surprise when I received a
letter from the Department of Justice and Regulation on
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12 November saying that because I had lodged 16 FOI
requests, the department was unable to process them
within the 45-day decision-making period. The letter
says:
I advise that, given the volume of your requests, it is highly
unlikely that the department will be able to process all of
them within the statutory period of 45 days as prescribed by
section 21 of the act.
Therefore, the department seeks your advice as to the order in
which you would like the department to process the requests
listed in the table above.

I just want the department to process the request under
the timetable stipulated by the act — within 45 days.
The department has detailed my 16 requests by date
order. I note that many of them are already well and
truly over 45 days. I find it staggering that my
16 requests are seen as voluminous by the department,
but if you look at the Freedom of Information
Commissioner 2014–15 annual report — —
Ms Crozier interjected.
Mr O’DONOHUE — I know. The report shows
that the Department of Justice and Regulation received
532 personal requests and 79 non-personal requests, for
a total of 611, so I do not think my 16 in the context of
611 requests in 2014–15 are voluminous or
unreasonable.
Mr Pakula, in the then opposition policy, said:
… no future government will ever be able to keep a crisis
secret.

What are some of the FOI requests I am making? I am
seeking information on the Metropolitan Remand
Centre (MRC) riots, including briefings, damage and
costs, detainee numbers and staff on leave, and there is
a request to the minister on prison transfers after MRC
riots — and other things. We know that the MRC riot
was one of the worst prison riots in Victoria’s history,
and we still do not know the full details about exactly
how it went so wrong, how they got it so wrong, how
maximum security prisoners were transferred to Ararat
to a medium security prison — an unprecedented
change — and how so much damage was able to be
inflicted.
The action I seek is that the Attorney-General provide
the necessary resources to the department so it can
process these requests within the stipulated statutory
period.
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Princess Mary Club
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is about an urgent call for action
from the Minister for Women in helping to save a
unique part of Victorian women’s history. Heritage
Victoria notified me and Sophie Paterson, whose
grandfather raised the funds to build the Princess Mary
Club, last week that they had tragically approved the
demolition of this unique building. This building was
designed by the renowned Melbourne architect Alec
Eggleston and is a significant building in itself, but it is
its social significance that is so important.
Just to recap, the Princess Mary Club was built in 1926
with funds raised by the Nicholas family to provide safe
and secure accommodation for women entering the
workforce. It is a rare monument to women in the
workplace, their rights and the opportunities that
suffrage has brought. It provided safe and secure
accommodation for the growing number of women
who were also seeking a tertiary education in Victoria.
This building marks a significant time in history,
particularly for women, and it is one of a kind.
Heritage Victoria said that it was too expensive to
restore and that that is why it agreed to allow it to be
demolished, but this is due to the fact that the Wesley
Church has neglected it for 10 years. It seems that this
horrible precedent is basically rewarding Wesley
Church for neglecting a heritage building. The Nicholas
family have told me that there are three commercial
companies who are interested in restoring the building
and are well aware of the costs.
This also sets a very bad precedent for other
philanthropic families to not bother to give money to
charities, because those charities may change the
purpose of their donations at some later stage. There are
so many bad outcomes here, and I strongly believe that
this is a really bad thing for our community.
As it is White Ribbon Day we should remember the
extraordinary work that the Princess Mary Club did in
providing safe and secure accommodation for
thousands of Victorian women over the last century. I
am urging the Minister for Women to intervene to save
the Princess Mary Club as a very important part of
Victorian women’s history.

Western distributor
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is directed to my colleague the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety and Minister for
Ports, the Honourable Luke Donnellan. Transurban
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recently released the second draft of its western
distributor proposal. This $5.5 billion project would
create thousands of jobs and significantly reduce
congestion in the western suburbs, as well as create a
second river crossing and provide greater access for
trucks, freight and logistics to the port. It is therefore an
enormously important economic project as well as an
important piece of transport infrastructure. But as the
government has always said, it is important to get these
things right and to consult widely with the community.
I recently met with a constituent of mine, Mr Michael
Fry, a resident and representative of the community of
Stephen Street in Yarraville. While Mr Fry and the
other residents of his apartment block supported
Transurban’s first draft of the western distributor
proposal, they raised some concerns in relation to
certain changes made in the second draft. Specifically
they are concerned that the tunnel entrance, which has
been moved in the second draft, will now encroach on
the green land in Stony Creek reserve, as well as sit too
close to local residences. Under the second draft, the
entrance portal will now sit approximately 200 metres
from Mr Fry’s apartment complex.
Issues were also raised around the placement of exhaust
stacks. Under the second draft, the tunnel will lie
10 metres under Mr Fry’s apartment block, not
30 metres, as Transurban’s first draft proposed. I ask
that the minister — or someone senior from his
office — meet with Mr Fry and his fellow residents to
discuss and listen to their contributions on the
consultation phase.

Night Network
Mr MORRIS (Western Victoria) — My
adjournment matter this evening is for the attention of
the Minister for Public Transport. Before you say, ‘Oh
no, he’s on about the trains again’, you will be relieved
to know that I am not on about the trains this evening; I
am on about the buses. Labor committed to introducing
Homesafe, a bus to regional cities like Ballarat,
beginning on 1 January 2016. Since then we have heard
little else.
At what other railway stations along the Ballarat line
will this service stop? We do not know. How long will
the service take to get to Ballarat from Melbourne? We
do not know. This is despite new timetables, starting
from now and running until late January, recently being
uploaded on the Public Transport Victoria website.
These new timetables do not even have this late-night
service listed. When this was pointed out, it was
claimed that these timetables were uploaded in error. I
agree; however, the big mistake is having Minister
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Allan responsible for our state’s public transport
system. It is an absolute shambles.
When will those hoping to avail themselves of this
service know the details of this late-night service —
31 December? This service was originally called
Homesafe; it is now called Night Network. It has
undergone a very quiet name change.
Ms Crozier — Why?
Mr MORRIS — ‘Why is this?’, one must ask
oneself. I agree, Ms Crozier. I have heard from law
enforcement that the reason Homesafe has been
renamed Night Network is that railway stations will
not, like Ballarat railway station, be manned with the
protective services officers (PSOs) the coalition
introduced to keep the community safe, and indeed
late-night commuters will not be getting ‘home safe’ at
all — just another example of this Melbourne-centric
government’s disdain for regional Victoria.
This government and this minister do not care about the
safety of regional commuters. They only care about
providing PSOs for Melbourne’s railways stations, and
they have even cut those. The action I seek tonight is
this: will the minister commit to providing PSOs for the
2.00 a.m. bus service to Ballarat to ensure that
commuters are safe when arriving at the Ballarat
railway station?

Motorsports
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) — Despite my
intense interest in shooting and firearms, I do have
other interests. I am also a keen motorsport enthusiast
and have been to many legal off-street drag racing
meetings and bitumen hill climbs. I have also done a
few laps of Calder Park Raceway and Winton Motor
Raceway over time. I find that not only is driving in a
controlled and safe environment quite fun but it also
teaches you a lot about how to deal with a situation you
may experience if you lose control of your car. The
beauty of this is that you are not on a public road and
that there are safety precautions taken to minimise risk.
If you stuff it up, you generally get little more than a
red face and maybe some minor panel damage. You
gain valuable experience in how to react or not react in
emergency situations with no danger to the public.
Grassroots motorsport is a great way to get off the street
and get this sort of experience.
I recently went to the hill climb in Boisdale run by the
Maffra and District Car Club, at the invitation of
Senator Ricky Muir. The hill climb was a dirt track,
which was new to me, and the loose surface clearly
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added a new dimension to getting the car around the
course quickly. Whilst I did not have any time on the
track, I think I can accurately predict that I will change
that soon. The event ran very smoothly and was a credit
to the club. Senator Muir even managed to crash right
where I could see, for which I thank him.
I call on the Minister for Roads and Road Safety to
support grassroots-level motorsport by actively
promoting it and by working with the clubs to ensure
that tracks and facilities are at their best. The more
people racing off the roads, the less need there is for
dangerous behaviour on the roads — and it is fun!

Wild dogs
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) — My adjournment
matter this evening is for the Minister for Agriculture.
Community angst is again building around the state
government’s contribution to wild dog control in parts
of Gippsland and the far north-east of the state. In just
one year the communities affected by wild dogs have
seen a dramatic change in the government’s approach
to wild dog control, and they do not like it. The
government has scrapped the highly successful wild
dog bounty. Aerial baiting did not take place during the
autumn window. I note that the minister has previously
protested that she did not have money in her budget, but
The Nationals know that that is not the case. The
minister has been in control of the budget since
December 2014 and has seen fit to fund other initiatives
that she favours, so that is a poor excuse.
The latest blow is that the minister has dismissed the
members of the Wild Dog Control Advisory
Committee. This committee was made up of local
farmers and community members who have firsthand
experience in dealing with wild dog attacks. Their input
was invaluable in terms of ensuring that the
government-funded programs were hitting the mark.
This group of individuals from Gippsland and the
north-east helped to make the state’s wild dog control
action plan a sensible and informed document. This
was a five-year plan which was only launched in
December 2013. It set out an ongoing and inclusive role
for the Wild Dog Control Advisory Committee, and it
recognised how valuable community input is. I
understand that members received correspondence only
24 hours before what became the group’s final meeting,
saying that they were no longer required.
The Liberal-Nationals coalition established this
committee because it understands that effective wild
dog control requires a combined effort with input from
community members, industry and the government.
Many gains that were made in wild dog control over the

Wednesday, 25 November 2015

years between 2011 and 2014, including excellent
collaboration and communication between
communities, landowners and government departments,
has been lost, and we are concerned that this will be
undone.
It seems illogical that the government would dismiss
the members of the Wild Dog Control Advisory
Committee when it is clear that it has been
overwhelmingly successful in helping to reduce the
impact of wild dogs on livestock and providing
communities with a direct line of communication to
government. Farmers face losing everything that has
been gained by this control under our system, and I call
on the Minister for Agriculture to reappoint the
members of the Wild Dog Control Advisory
Committee as a matter of urgency so that the
community can continue to have a strong voice in the
development and rollout of the state’s control
programs.

Level crossings
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Small Business, Innovation and Trade. I am very
delighted that he is in the chamber this evening, and I
am hoping that he will be able to give me assurances
and confirm what I am going to be requesting of him.
Seventy traders from the Bentleigh, Ormond and
McKinnon areas attended a Level Crossing Removal
Authority meeting on Monday evening. At that meeting
traders raised their concerns with the representatives
present about the fact that there have been continual
changes to the original plans that were put to the traders
regarding the level crossing — and the minister is
nodding his head in understanding of what I am
referring to. The Ormond traders are particularly
concerned about the decimation of the south side of
North Road to allow for the installation of a lift.
Night works have now been introduced, with traders
not receiving any information about the disruption. All
they have is information on daytime disruption to the
area. There is a decrease in parking spaces available for
customers due to tradesmen taking them up along the
shopping strips. Deliveries to the area are being
impacted. The level crossing authority has told the
traders group that they should be passing the
information on to all traders along the various shopping
strips. However, the traders have indicated that they do
not have the time or the money to be taking on the task
of informing traders, delivery truck drivers, commuters
and shoppers about all the changes that they are faced
with.
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Quite rightly the traders are extremely concerned about
the impact the works are having on their business, but
even more concerning for them is the regular changes
made to the original plans. This is leaving traders with a
degree of anxiety about what might be coming next.
They have made representations to members of the
government to voice their concerns, including to the
Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade, as
one of their local members and the responsible minister
for small business. Apparently they had scheduled a
meeting with him, but it was cancelled and he referred
it on to another of his colleagues. I believe the minister
has a busy schedule and that he was too busy to meet
with the traders, and that his first available time will be
late February, which is after when the major disruptions
will have taken place.
The action I seek from the minister is that he urgently
meet with the traders groups before Christmas to hear
and understand their real concerns about the major
impacts these works are having on their businesses and
their ability to make a living.

Bushfire preparedness
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The matter I raise is for the attention of the Minister for
Emergency Services. I have in previous parliaments
raised matters in relation to emergency services that
impact on multicultural communities. Today I do
likewise. With the fire season fast approaching,
obviously it is an area — —
Ms Shing — Fast approaching?
Mrs PEULICH — Fast approaching? Absolutely.
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audiences for whom this information would be vital. I
asked whether there were translations in other
languages, and indeed they did have, on this day, a
Turkish translation, which was good. They said that
there was not sufficient funding to have translations in
other community languages or for them to have a
presence at other multicultural festivals, where
obviously the targeting would be more precise.
The matter I raise is to ask the minister to look at what
resources may be available to allow this document to be
translated into other languages so it can be made more
readily available and be presented at multicultural
festivals and other functions and events attended by
multicultural communities. I would also ask the
minister to review the suitability of the information. It is
very cluttered, but I think the intent is fabulous. The
content is good, but the language is quite sophisticated.
I understand that the State Emergency Service has not
had an input in the development of the document but
that the Country Fire Authority and Metropolitan Fire
Brigade have. It is something that certainly could be
improved upon. It is a good effort, but clearly more
resources and perhaps more careful revision of the
content would make it an even more effective
document. It is very important that this information gets
out to the community.
Ms Shing — It is already available in numerous
languages.
Mrs PEULICH — It is available on a website, but
it is certainly not available in hard copy.
Ms Shing — It is online in Croatian, Fijian,
Burmese, German, Dutch — —

Ms Shing — We are here. We are in it.
Mrs PEULICH — Yes, we are. If the member
would just allow me to continue, it is fast approaching
not just the country and regional areas, but also for the
metropolitan area, which obviously has challenges in
terms of fire season preparation.
Informing residents in metropolitan areas is equally a
challenge, especially those in multicultural
communities. I attended a multicultural festival in
Coburg last Sunday, and I noted that the State
Emergency Service from Broadmeadows was there
with a good presence. They were handing out a
pamphlet headed ‘Home fire safety — Practise your
home escape plan — Get out and stay out’, which I
thought was a good initiative. On having a closer
examination of it, and as a former English teacher, I
would say that the readability of this document is
probably a little sophisticated for the breadth of the

Mrs PEULICH — Not every multicultural
community family has access to the internet.

Regional development
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — My matter is
for the Minister for Regional Development, Jaala
Pulford, and is in relation to the regional statement that
was announced last week in northern Victoria by the
Premier; the Minister for Regional Development, Jaala
Pulford; and the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water, Lisa Neville. I took particular
interest in what the government had in mind for the
Barwon region, which I represent and live in on the
Geelong boundaries.
I noted through the flashy brochures and the media spin
that the Labor government put out in relation to this that
there would be nine new clusters which would take
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over the five traditional Regional Development Victoria
clusters in the Barwon and South Barwon regions.
There was nothing new in its statement except that
instead of five we will now have nine new clusters.

Stony Creek reserve and turn it into a dirty great hole.
They are very concerned about the impact this will have
on their lifestyle, the value of their properties and a
whole range of matters.

I then looked at the new proposed initiatives and found
a $34 million regional skills and training package to
help people into new jobs. We already had one. It was
called Skilling the Bay. It was very successful, working
closely with the Gordon. I can only assume that there
has been a rebadge and rename with the same money
that was provided by the previous government. I looked
a bit further and found a reference to wi-fi on trains.
The coalition government committed $40 million to
black spots and wi-fi on trains, so there is nothing new
there. It is just a rebadge of a name and the same old
money. There is also a reference to a regional business
centre, and one action I seek from the minister is to ask
where that centre might be placed and what exactly its
activity would be.

The problem is that despite frequent requests they are
unable to get answers. They cannot get a definite
answer from anybody as to what is going to happen and
what is going on. Transurban is in no position to say,
and the government, if it does know, is not telling
anybody. So we have a situation where a significant
group of people who are living happy and what one
would describe as normal lives in the inner suburbs are
threatened by a project and have no way of finding out
exactly what that threat entails or means for them. It is
particularly unfair.

I am raising a number of concerns here about this
regional statement. It not only concerns the Barwon
region; it goes right across Victoria, where there is
absolutely no new money. The only new initiative I
could find was funding for the Macalister irrigation
district, where it was proposed there be a new
investment subject to the sale of the port. It is a bit like
the Murray Basin rail project and a number of other
projects, where any new money the government might
be considering for regional Victoria will always be
subject to the sale of the port of Melbourne. We are
never quite sure how much of the proceeds from that
sale, if in fact it does go ahead, would actually go to
regional Victoria, but the $200 million the Victorian
Farmers Federation is talking about is a minuscule
amount.
The action I seek is that the minister instigate and
initiate a real regional action plan that provides new
jobs and new money to regional Victoria, particularly in
the Barwon region which I have just referred to.

Western distributor
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I raise a
matter this evening for the attention of the Minister for
Roads and Road Safety. Last week I was contacted by a
number of constituents in the Yarraville area, and as is
my wont, I visited them shortly thereafter. They are in,
to say the least, a state of flux as to their future. They do
not quite know what impact the western distributor will
have on them, their houses, their neighbours or even
their pets. The Stony Creek reserve is between their
homes and the West Gate Freeway, and the tunnel —
the tunnel mark II, it would seem — will run under the

I know the government has a lot of trouble making
decisions and struggles when it comes to biting the
bullet on these matters, but the time has well and truly
come for the minister and the government to let these
people know exactly what they are in for. To live this
way, with the constant threat hanging over their heads,
is something I think is largely intolerable. I ask the
minister to make it clear to the people of Yarraville
very soon exactly what impact the western distributor,
with the revised tunnel — if indeed the revised tunnel is
not going to be revised again — will have on them and
their homes.

Melbourne Metro rail project
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — My matter
is for the attention of the Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade. It concerns the government’s
proposals for the Metro rail tunnel and in particular the
proposed Domain railway station. I note that the
government has committed $1.5 billion or $1.6 billion
for a project that has a total cost of more than
$11 billion and that it has committed to a process of
value capture. The minister’s role as Minister for Small
Business, Innovation and Trade is to advocate for small
businesses and small commercial operators. There are a
number of those in this zone around the proposed
Domain station — on St Kilda Road and in that
vicinity.
What I am seeking from the minister is that he take a
clear advocacy role to ensure that existing businesses
and commercial operations are not unfairly penalised
by new taxes, levies or charges — whatever name you
wish to put on them — that could be applied to
commercial operators. It seems that there are two types
here: existing commercial and business operators and
those who may come into the area at a later point. My
request tonight is that the minister advocates to the
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Minister for Planning and the Treasurer in particular to
ensure that the existing commercial and business
operators in that area are not unfairly penalised; for
example, you would not want to see a significant
increase in land taxes applied to pay for the tunnel if it
targeted or unfairly penalised the small business
operators in that area.

Responses
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — We had adjournment matters
from Ms Lovell for the Minister for Education in
relation to Maiden Gully Primary School; from
Dr Carling-Jenkins for the Minister for Education in
relation to the Safe Schools program; from
Ms Wooldridge for the Minister for Health in relation
to VicHealth funding; and from Ms Shing for the
Minister for Families and Children in relation to
funding for the Bass Valley Children’s Centre.
Ms Pennicuik raised a matter for the Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation and
asked that the minister outline a strategic plan for an
asbestos-free Victoria.
Mr O’Donohue raised a matter for the
Attorney-General regarding the processing of
Mr O’Donohue’s voluminous FOI requests.
Ms Patten raised a matter for the Minister for Women
regarding the Princess Mary Club building.
Mr Melhem raised a matter for the Minister for Roads
and Road Safety regarding the western distributor
proposal. I might add, Acting President, that that is
exactly the same adjournment matter as Mr Finn raised
for the same minister. I think we need to note that as
well.
Mr Bourman raised a matter for the Minister for Roads
and Road Safety regarding grassroots motor sports.
Ms Bath raised a matter for the Minister for Agriculture
regarding wild dogs.
Ms Crozier’s adjournment matter was to me and was in
relation to the small businesses affected by the current
level crossing removals at North Road, Ormond;
McKinnon Road, McKinnon; and Centre Road,
Bentleigh. In relation to that, I will indeed perform an
advocacy role. However, the adjournment matter
related specifically to the Level Crossing Removal
Authority, so I will refer it to the Minister for Public
Transport, but I will also play an advocacy role in
speaking to the Minister for Public Transport and I will
try to make sure that I get time in my diary to meet with
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the traders as well. I wish to refer the matter to the
Minister for Public Transport to ensure that the Level
Crossing Removal Authority deals with the associated
communication issues and trader issues as well as
meeting with me, so there are two adjournment matters
in the one go for Ms Crozier.
Mr Ramsay raised a matter for the Minister for
Regional Development in relation to concerns about the
regional statement that was released and about
appropriate funding for the Barwon region.
I have dealt with Mr Finn’s adjournment matter
already.
I believe I have left out Mrs Peulich — I apologise to
Mrs Peulich — whose adjournment matter was to the
Minister for Emergency Services and was apparently
regarding funding for the home fire safety resource to
be translated into more languages. However, in order to
assist the member, my understanding is that the
document is available on the Country Fire Authority
website in Arabic, Burmese, Fijian, Greek, Hindi,
Khmer, Serbian, Italian, Korean, Sinhalese, German,
Macedonian, Somali, Malay, Croatian, Maltese,
Sudanese, Mandarin, Tongan, Turkish, Vietnamese,
Persian and Karen. Those translations may not be
available in hard copy, but they are certainly available
on the website in soft copy.
Lastly Mr Davis raised a similar issue to that of
Ms Crozier. It was an adjournment matter for myself in
relation to small business advocacy around the issue of
the construction of the Domain station as part of the
Melbourne Metro rail project. Mr Davis asked me to
play an advocacy role with the Minister for Planning
and the Treasurer. For the sake of completing this I say
that I will indeed play that advocacy role on behalf of
small businesses, but I will refer the adjournment
matter on to the Minister for Public Transport in
relation to undertaking the appropriate work, given that
it is a public transport infrastructure project. Melbourne
Metro as a project resides with the Minister for Public
Transport.
That is all in relation to the adjournment matters — —
Mrs Peulich — On a point of order, Acting
President — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Morris) —
Order! Before I hear Mrs Peulich’s point of order, did
Minister Dalidakis make reference to the bus service to
Ballarat? I do not recall hearing it.
Mr DALIDAKIS — I think you may be right; I do
apologise, Acting President. It was a matter for the
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Minister for Public Transport regarding buses for the
Night Network.

Mr Mulino on 22 October and Mr Ondarchie on
22 October.

Mrs Peulich — On a point of order, Acting
President, I was certainly interested to hear
Mr Dalidakis repeat what Ms Shing had whispered to
him. I would hope that Mr Dalidakis does not consider
he has discharged the matter, because what I asked was
directed to the Minister for Emergency Services and
was in relation to hard copies to be made available in
particular at multicultural festivals.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Morris) —
Order! The house now stands adjourned.

Mr DALIDAKIS — On the point of order, Acting
President, I welcome the opportunity to clarify. I am
sure that in the fullness of time, when we can reflect on
Hansard, we will see that there was no reference to
additional hard copies being made, which is why I
wanted to volunteer that information. However, in the
interest of finishing this sitting of Parliament today, I
am happy to say that I will not discharge that
adjournment issue. I am sure the minister responsible
will provide exactly the same details that I have
provided this evening.
Mrs Peulich — Further on the point of order,
Acting President, the minister is not in a position to
discharge the matter on behalf of the responsible
minister.
Mr DALIDAKIS — I said I did not.
Ms Shing interjected.
Mrs Peulich — Shut up!
Mr DALIDAKIS — I ask Mrs Peulich to withdraw.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Morris) —
Order! I will clarify for Mrs Peulich that the minister
indicated that he had not discharged — —
Mrs Peulich interjected.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Morris) —
Order! Mrs Peulich! On Mrs Peulich’s point of order
regarding the discharging of the adjournment matter,
the minister did indicate that he had not discharged it.
Regarding the minister’s point of order asking for a
withdrawal, I did not hear anything that I felt was
unparliamentary, but I will ask Mrs Peulich, if she
wishes, to withdraw anything.
Mrs Peulich — There is nothing to withdraw.
Mr DALIDAKIS — I have written responses to
adjournment matters raised by Mr Morris on
21 October, Mrs Peulich on 21 and 22 October,

House adjourned 6.30 p.m.
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WRITTEN RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Responses are incorporated in the form provided to Hansard

Firearms
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mr Young
Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police)
12 November 2015

RESPONSE:

The benefit to public safety for having a 28 day waiting period before a firearm licence is issued by the Chief
Commissioner is so that Victoria Police is able to undertake an adequate assessment of a licence application. This is
to ensure that a person applying for a licence is a fit and proper person to hold a licence and that the grant of a
licence would not be against the public interest or a threat to public safety and peace.
Section 33 of the Firearms Act, which provides that the Chief Commissioner must not issue a licence until at least
28 days have passed since an application has been made, forms part of basic standards that are applicable to all
firearm licences. These standards are part of a series of resolutions that Victoria along with all states and the
Commonwealth agreed to as part of the 1996 National Firearms Agreement (NFA) following the Port Arthur
shootings. The NFA provided a broad range of changes to firearm regulation and affirmed the overarching
principle that the possession, carriage, use, acquisition and disposal of firearms is conditional on the need to ensure
public safety and peace.
In response to the Member’s supplementary question, I can advise that the 2002 National Handgun Agreement
(NHA) established in the wake of the shootings at Monash University, required all states and territories to
introducing tighter restrictions on the availability and use of handguns, particularly concealable handguns, in order
to mitigate the risk of future shooting fatalities. These restrictions included licensing requirements that provide for a
graduated system of access to handguns for legitimate sporting shooters based on demonstrated training, experience
and event participation.
General category handgun licence applicants must;
– be a member of a handgun target shooting club, approved by the Chief Commissioner, for at least 6 months; and
– have completed a handgun safety course; and
– have sound knowledge of firearms and related laws; and
– have participated in at least 5 handgun shooting matches
The benefit of these measures include that those licensed to possess a handgun have the necessary experience and
expertise to use and safely store these firearms.
I am advised that the limit on the number of handguns that a person is permitted to own during the first six months
of holding their general category handgun licence is three— being one .177 calibre air pistol; one .22 calibre pistol
or centre-fire pistol; and one black powder handgun that is muzzle loading. This limit is consistent with the
licensing requirements set in the NHA and, as a benefit to public safety, aims to ensure that a person cannot acquire
and stockpile a large quantity of handguns in a short space of time after first obtaining their handgun licence.
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TAFE staffing
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Bath
Minister for Training and Skills
24 November 2015

RESPONSE:

The Andrews Government came to office with a commitment to restore stability and strength to the TAFE sector.
To date, we have established the $320 million TAFE Rescue Fund to rebuild and grow the sector by revitalising
TAFE campuses and supporting TAFES to meet their community support expectations.
Additionally, our $50 million TAFE Back to Work Fund is supporting the Government’s Back to Work Plan to
create 100 000 jobs and get people back to work. The Fund is supporting TAFES build partnerships with
businesses and industry, including in the six growth sectors identified by the Back to Work Plan.
This funding will support TAFEs to retain their best teachers and support staff.
Under the previous Government, TAFEs across Victoria had been devastated by massive funding cuts, unstable
and rapid changes to subsidies and eligibility, and huge staff losses. In 2014 TAFEs recorded a combined deficit of
$52.5 million, were deteriorating rapidly, and had deferred further rounds of massive redundancies until after the
2014 State election.
In December 2014 I wrote to TAFEs to inform them that the days of wholesale job losses must come to an end. I
informed them that on the issue of individual TAFE staffing arrangements, I appreciate that TAFE institutes, in
aligning their operations to meet the needs of students, industry and communities, will need from time to time to
change the position of their workforce and assets.
There was no moratorium on staff redundancies, rather a request for TAFEs to put on hold any new redundancy
processes and the wholesale forced job cuts that had been undertaken under the former Government.
My position on this has not changed.
I appreciate that TAFE institutes, in aligning their operations to meet the needs of students, industry and
communities, will need some change to the composition of their workforce in 2016. I expect this will involve some
contracts not being renewed as well as some additional hiring of staff in growth teaching areas.
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it is proposed to be built on land that is prone to flooding
and inundation adjacent to Gardiners Creek.

The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. N. Atkinson) took the
chair at 9.35 a.m. and read the prayer.

By Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan)
(2250 signatures).

The PRESIDENT — Order! I remind members that
the Legislative Assembly has invited members of the
Council to hear an address by Ms Rosie Batty in the
Legislative Assembly chamber at 10.30 a.m. today. It is
not a joint sitting but an invitation for our members to
attend that address. The lower public gallery on the
non-government side of the Assembly chamber has
been set aside for members of the Legislative Council. I
will be interrupting business at 10.25 a.m., and the
house will resume approximately 30 minutes later upon
the ringing of the bells.

Laid on table.

PETITIONS
Following petition presented to house:

Whitehorse planning scheme amendment
To the Legislative Council of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Council that:
Whitehorse City Council resolved on 16 March 2015 to
abandon amendment C153 and not rezone and overdevelop
the old St Leo’s school site. The developer appealed to the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT). VCAT
then ruled that council is obliged to submit the adopted
amendment to the Minister for Planning.
Whitehorse City Council and the residents of the City of
Whitehorse have significant concerns with amendment C153,
particularly relating to the intensity of the proposed
development, potential impacts on traffic and parking, the
safety of local residents and the detrimental effect on
neighbourhood character due to the height and scale of the
proposed development.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council
call on the Minister for Planning to reject amendment C153
and the proposed planning permit for the following reasons:
this is one of the few remaining special use and public
use zones in the City of Whitehorse and it is imperative
that it is not rezoned as residential growth zone and
general residential zone. The immediate surrounding
area is Gardiners Creek and limited growth bush
suburban 3 residential zoning. The proposed rezoning is
entirely out of character with the existing family-friendly
neighbourhood and the proposed development height of
up to seven storeys will have a detrimental effect on
Gardiners Creek;
there is no access to an arterial road from the proposed
development. This will create insurmountable traffic
hazards. This will be dangerous for pedestrians, cyclists
and motorists;

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Linking Melbourne Authority — Minister’s report of failure
to submit 2014–15 report to the minister within the prescribed
period and the Report, 2014–15.
Office of the National Rail Safety Regulator — Report,
2014–15.

MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Family violence
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I rise to inform the house that this
morning I announced, with the Minister for the
Prevention of Family Violence, $12 million over four
years for tailored flexible support packages for women
and children experiencing family violence. These
packages will be delivered by 15 family violence
support agencies across our state and aim to assist
women and children with the practical support that they
need to move out of crisis, to stabilise and improve
their safety and ultimately to improve their wellbeing
and independence. These packages of up to $7000 can
be used for a range of things, including rental or
relocation costs, furnishings, clothing and books for
children, or to improve safety at home. They can also
be used for outstanding bills or medical costs. This
funding is in addition to the $81.3 million package of
family violence initiatives in this year’s state budget.
I take this opportunity to congratulate the Minister for
the Prevention of Family Violence, the first minister in
Australia dedicated to the prevention of family
violence, Fiona Richardson, for supporting 16 Days of
Activism relating to family violence across our state,
lifting the focus on family violence in our community. I
am proud that the Andrews Labor government has
established Australia’s first Royal Commission into
Family Violence, which has shone a light on an issue so
often kept in the dark. With the launch of Victoria
Against Violence this week, Victoria also became the
first Australian state to join the United Nations
international campaign committed to breaking the cycle
of abuse against women and children.
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We have all heard the statistics, but now we are hearing
the stories. Sadly each time we talk about family
violence these numbers and the stories grow. I look
forward to Rosie Batty’s address to Parliament this
morning. Her incredible courage in speaking out has
focused our attention on the violence that women and
children are subjected to every day across our nation.
We as a government are determined to play a role in
changing the way our community thinks and talks
about family violence, and we are committed to
responses that deliver a meaningful improvement in
women and children’s lives. We know that the younger
the child and the longer they are exposed to violence,
the greater the risk of developmental harm as a result of
their experience of trauma. Creating a culture of
non-violence will not occur overnight; it is a
generational change and a journey we all must
participate in.

Youth Affairs Council of Victoria
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Youth Affairs) — I
rise to inform the house that recently I announced the
location of the two Youth Affairs Council of Victoria
(YACVic) regional offices funded in this year’s budget.
The Andrews Labor government has provided
$962 000 of funding over two years in the 2015–16
Victorian budget for two regional offices for YACVic.
Mr Ondarchie — On a point of order, President,
ministers statements are supposed to be related to new
information for this house, and I recall Ms Mikakos
referring to this matter yesterday.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms MIKAKOS — No, actually I didn’t. It was a
different matter. Sit down.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Ms Mikakos, I think I
will manage who I am listening to. Your comments are
unnecessary.
Mr Dalidakis interjected.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Mr Dalidakis’s
comments are also unnecessary.
Mr Ondarchie — I recall Ms Mikakos referring to
this matter yesterday in the house, so I wonder how it is
new information for the house today.
Ms MIKAKOS — On the point of order, President,
I can assure the house that this is an entirely different
matter. Yesterday I was referring to grants to local
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councils. We are a government that is doing a range of
things for young people in Victoria.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I indicate that the
minister has only just begun. From my point of view I
have not yet heard what the initiative is, and the
minister certainly gives me an assurance that it is a new
matter and that it is different to yesterday. The agency
might be the same in a reference but the program could
be quite different, and indeed that is what the minister is
suggesting to me now.
Ms MIKAKOS — The Andrews Labor government
has provided funding of $962 000 over two years in the
2015–16 Victorian budget for two regional offices for
YACVic. The intent of YACVic rural is to strengthen
the capacity of local youth services through training,
collaboration, information sharing and advocacy, and to
identify new ways for young people to participate in
their communities and access important services.
I was able to recently announce the two successful sites
for the establishment of the two YACVic regional
offices at YACVic’s annual general meeting last week,
and I am pleased to inform the house that the Andrews
Labor government’s funding will see two YACVic
offices established in Swan Hill and in Warrnambool.
The selection of these two sites follows a period of
rigorous investigation and consultation to settle on the
two most advantageous locations. The Department of
Health and Human Services will work closely with
YACVic to ensure that the sites become operational
early next year, and I look forward to updating the
house further on the progress of these two new service
hubs.
I take this opportunity to thank YACVic for its
continued advocacy for Victoria’s youth. Recently I
had the opportunity to meet with its youth reference
group to discuss its priorities for government. Unlike
the previous minister, who was missing in action in his
portfolio, I value the views of Victoria’s youth,
including young people who face real disadvantage and
hardship. I look forward to continuing to inform the
house about how our government is ensuring that
young people, including those in regional Victoria, are
being provided with services to restore them to their
community and to ensure that they have someone in
their corner advocating for them.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Climate change
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I find it
absolutely astounding that any government at any level
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anywhere on Earth finds it possible to move forward
with a policy of doing nothing on climate change. On
Monday we will see a summit of world leaders, and
federal environment minister Greg Hunt will be going
there saying he does not need to do anything, because
he is taking credit for actions that were taken in the past
to reduce our emissions.

community. We must move to close any loopholes
when and where they are identified. I call on the police
minister to provide the necessary resources to the chief
commissioner so that sworn members beyond the
highway patrol personnel can have access to this
technology so we can catch and detect drug drivers
wherever they are.

Here in Victoria we have a party that has had four years
in opposition and 12 months with the resources of
government to think about what it is going to do on
climate change, and it still has not managed to come up
with a plan. It has cut back on the payments to solar
customers and announced an inquiry into it. It has
endorsed Tony Abbott’s cuts to renewable energy
targets and announced an inquiry into it. It has extended
onshore gas drilling licences as well as coal exploration
licences here in Victoria and announced an inquiry into
them. It has continued the process of coal allocation and
grants to so-called clean coal technologies, but it is not
really sure whether that is going to pay off so it has
announced an inquiry into it. The ending of logging of
native forests, some of the most carbon-dense
ecosystems on Earth, would be a major way to fight
climate change if the government does what all
Victorians want and ends it, but currently it has an
inquiry into it. Of course Victoria has no climate
change target that could even be compared to Greg
Hunt’s.

Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

Drug driving
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) — I refer to
Victoria Police’s current program, commenced and
funded under the previous coalition government, to
increase and continue drug driver testing to
100 000 tests per annum. From information that has
been received, it is my understanding that it is
becoming common knowledge among drug drivers,
particularly in Victorian rural and regional towns, that
they can virtually get away scot-free because the newly
increased drug driver testing regime has only been
extended to highway patrol sworn personnel, and local
police officers are not trained or resourced to undertake
driver drug testing. I ask the Minister for Police to
provide the additional necessary funding to Victoria
Police to enable the Chief Commissioner of Police to
provide training and access to drug driver test kits for
non-highway patrol police members across the state to
ensure that that this apparent police road safety
resourcing loophole is closed as soon as possible in the
interests of improved road safety.
There has been increased detection of drug drivers on
our roads. The prevalence of drug drivers on our roads
is a concern for road safety and for the broader

Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — I was
delighted to represent the Minister for Multicultural
Affairs, the Honourable Robin Scott, to celebrate the
first apostolic visit to Australia of His Holiness Baselios
Marthoma Paulose II, Catholicos of the East and
Malankara Metropolitan, the Supreme Head of the
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, at a welcoming
reception and dinner. Also in attendance were the
Honourable Kelvin Thomson, member for the federal
electorate of Wills; Inga Peulich, shadow Minister for
Multicultural Affairs; dignitaries from various
churches; and community leaders.
The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, which is also
known as the Indian Orthodox Church, is one of the
ancient churches of the world and was founded by
St Thomas the Apostle of Jesus Christ, who went to
India in 52 AD. The church is a member of the Oriental
Orthodox church family, which comprises the Syrian,
Coptic, Armenian, Eritrean and Ethiopian Orthodox
churches. It is a testimony to the growth of the church
that from humble beginnings in 1980, when it consisted
of only 5 families, it has been able to expand to a
congregation of more than 250 families. The pride and
dedication of these parishioners over the past 35 years
demonstrates the significance of the church and the
vital role faith plays in the lives of many people.
All faith communities and leaders play a vital role in
sustaining a strong and cohesive multicultural state
where mutual respect and understanding prevail. I
congratulate the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church on
including other religious organisations in Thursday’s
event, and I also congratulate St Mary’s Indian
Orthodox Cathedral on organising the reception. I wish
the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church and its
community all the very best for the future.

Rabbi Dr Shimon Cowen
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — I rise today to speak about a book
launch I attended last week. The book is entitled The
Theory and Practice of Universal Ethics — the
Noahide Laws, and it is written by Rabbi Dr Shimon
Dovid Cowen, who is the son of former
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Governor-General of Australia Sir Zelman Cowen.
Rabbi Cowen’s latest work is a timely reminder of the
common ground the three largest monotheistic religions
share. It brings together his former writings into one
volume, and it is a volume that I strongly recommend.
His work has much to teach us about the common
ground that Jews, Christians and the early Islamic
teachings share through the Noahide laws, which are a
universal ethics, and also the shared issues that the
adherents of these religions face in contemporary
Western society.
Understanding of these issues is essential for dialogue
and for forming and reforming policy and legislation.
Freedoms of speech, debate, conscience and religion
have been enjoyed from our foundations, but they are
being eroded today. The common ground that
Rabbi Cowen expands on in his work must now
become part of our public debate. We need to have a
belief structure which gives us a shared language
around freedoms, and we need to revisit our
foundations. I commend Rabbi Cowen for his
commitment to research and academic rigour and for
his commitment to promoting this discussion on
universal ethics and shared values. I encourage all
members in this place to study Rabbi Dr Cowen’s
work.

Family violence
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — It is
somewhat curious that just three days before the first
Ultimate Fighting Championship fight was held in
Melbourne the Andrews government announced the
inaugural Victoria Against Violence education and
prevention awareness campaign. Whether you support
cage fighting or not, it certainly glamorises violence
and sends a terrible message that the brutality of cage
fighting is okay. The government’s campaign focuses
on education and the prevention of violence, so it
beggars belief that the government was endorsing this
fight only days before the antiviolence campaign
started.
Today the government has suspended business in the
Legislative Assembly to devote the day to family
violence. Members of this chamber have been invited
to the Assembly for only 15 minutes. The original
motion that was moved by the government indicated
that MPs would hear from one speaker: Australian of
the Year, Rosie Batty. If the Parliament is to devote an
entire day to family violence, why would it not hear
from more than just one person? I am pleased the
government has accepted the suggestion made by the
coalition to make the most of the day and has amended
the motion to include a range of speakers who have
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experience in or have experienced family violence. This
better reflects the various forms and impacts that family
violence has had throughout our community.
Family violence includes physical, psychological,
sexual and financial abuse and can have long-lasting
impacts. It occurs across all socio-economic and
cultural backgrounds. Whilst an overwhelming number
of the statistics point to such violence being against
women, it also includes violence against men and,
importantly, far too many children. Gender inequality
needs to be addressed, including sexist attitudes, but so
do other factors that may contribute to violence, such as
drug and alcohol addiction, cultural beliefs, mental
health issues and financial pressures. Family violence is
as diverse and complex as it is terrible. This is an
important issue, which has bipartisan support. We must
continue to build on past efforts and work together to
combat violence, which is not reflected in a government
that is focused on promoting a sport that encourages
violence.

Plumbing Industry Climate Action Centre
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I want to
congratulate the Plumbing Industry Climate Action
Centre (PICAC), which represented Victoria and won a
major award at the Australian Training Awards. The
award was for innovation. PICAC is a not-for-profit,
industry-registered training organisation dedicated to
providing world-class training for the highly skilled
trade of plumbing. It is a unique industry. All players in
the industry, including the Plumbing Trades Employees
Union, the Master Plumbers and Mechanical Services
Association of Australia, the Air Conditioning and
Mechanical Contractors Association of Victoria and the
National Fire Industry Association, came together to
create this unique centre. It offers courses supporting an
entire career in plumbing, ranging from certificate II
pre-apprenticeship and certificate III plumbing
apprenticeship to medical gases, welding, sprinkler
fitting, fire protection and a range of occupational
health and safety classes.
The PICAC chair, Earl Setches, stated that effective
plumbing and sanitation underpin our way of life. They
are vital to public health and key contributors to
environmental sustainability. Maintaining high-quality
plumbing infrastructure and standards is dependent on
training that is world class, readily accessible and
available throughout the career life cycle. He said it was
a great encouragement to receive such a prestigious
award and such recognition.
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Thanksgiving
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Today in the United States people are celebrating
Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is embraced by all, no
matter their cultural background. It is an opportunity for
family and friends to come together and focus on their
shared aspirations and values. In the Western world we
have much to be thankful for, but there are always
challenges on the horizon — challenges that test us as
individuals, as families, as communities and as nations.
One of those challenges is terrorism, another is family
violence and a third is the scourge of drugs.
On the matter of terrorism, I would like to offer my
deepest sympathies and the most sincere condolences to
the French community and all those who have suffered
in the wake of the tragic Paris attacks on Friday,
13 November. The thoughts and prayers of the
Victorian coalition are with France, Victoria’s French
community and Victorians with family in France at the
time. The sorrow in Paris is heartbreaking, and the evil
of those who planned and perpetrated those atrocities is
beyond measure or words. What is interesting is the
strong support that has been expressed by people all
around the world and the strong condemnation of
terrorism no matter where it occurs, whether it is in
Beirut, Ankara, Paris, Melbourne or Mali. I also
commend those Muslims who started the movement
Not In My Name as an expression of that strong
solidarity and stance against terrorism.

Paris terrorist attacks
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — At the centre
of the Place de la République in the French capital of
Paris stands a bronze statue of Marianne, the
personification of the French Republic. Holding an
olive branch in her right hand, and with her left hand on
the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen,
Marianne personifies the values of this proud country
and others that stand with her: liberty, equality,
fraternity. On the evening of 13 November a series of
coordinated attacks on Paris attempted to take that
liberty, equality and fraternity away from those in Paris
and indeed those around the world who hold the same
values true. On that evening 130 people were murdered,
89 of those at the Bataclan theatre, and 368 people were
injured, with 80 to 100 of those seriously injured,
including Emma Parkinson, a young Tasmanian
woman who was shot by the attackers in the theatre.
These attacks, like all those before them in the West
and in the East, are acts of cowards and cowardice.
These extremists claim to represent Islam. They do not.
Their ideology could not be further from the teachings
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of Islam. They are acts of terrorism that strike at the
heart of democracy and of freedom, seeking to divide
and seeking to spread hatred. However, they will not
divide our societies, for strength is ingrained in those
built on liberty, equality and fraternity. As the millions
of French citizens have gathered at the centre of the
Place de la République to mourn in the days after these
attacks, the rest of the world has stood with them, and
we will continue to do so in the fight to rid the world of
this evil.

Thompsons Road duplication
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern
Metropolitan) — Last week I was pleased to meet with
constituents in Cranbourne to hear about their concerns
in relation to the duplication of Thompsons Road. The
duplication of Thompsons Road is something that the
coalition government was committed to, with a
$300 million package to complete that project, and the
current Andrews government made an election
commitment of only $175 million for that project. The
project is strongly supported by residents in Cranbourne
who appreciate the need for that further east–west
duplication which is currently lacking in the south-east,
but what we are not seeing from the Andrews
government is action. The now government said it
would commit $175 million to the project, yet in this
year’s budget only $20.5 million was committed over
the next four years, which is obviously well short of the
funds that are required to complete the project. Not only
have we not seen funding for the project but we have
seen no action on the project, and now there are
concerns among local residents as to what the
government’s true intentions are.
I was in Cranbourne last week with the shadow
minister for roads and infrastructure, Ryan Smith, who
is the member for Warrandyte in the Assembly, to talk
to local residents around the issue of compulsory
acquisitions. The government has released a list of
proposed compulsory acquisitions in relation to the
Thompsons Road duplication but has not contacted the
residents about those compulsory acquisitions or given
an indication of when they will be acquired, what
elements of their property will be acquired and what
compensation will be paid. We are calling on the
government to provide certainty to those local residents
as to the future of their landholdings and to say when
this project will be completed.

Korumburra Integrated Children’s Centre
Mr MULINO (Eastern Victoria) — I rise to
congratulate the Korumburra community on the start of
the Korumburra Integrated Children’s Centre.
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Importantly, this is a community-initiated project
which, while receiving funding from the state
government, the commonwealth government and the
local council, has been driven from the start by local
residents. I wish to congratulate in particular Bronwyn
Beach, president of the Karmai Community Children’s
Centre committee, and Rebecca Marriott,
vice-president of the Karmai Community Children’s
Centre committee.
This project has received $1.6 million from the state
government, $1.6 million from the federal government
and over $2 million from the local council. Importantly,
the community children’s centre committee raised
$100 000 itself, and local residents have driven this
project. Far more than contributing money and bricks
and mortar, they are going to contribute the ideas and
passion which will make this centre function.
This new centre will offer 120 places, providing
significant early learning services for a low
socio-economic and vulnerable community. It will
provide quality and accessible kindergarten, child care,
maternal and child health, and out-of-school-hours care,
and it will also offer vocational education and training
opportunities. This kind of integrated approach is
innovative and cutting edge and will benefit the
community greatly. The new centre will create an
additional 33 kindergarten enrolments and 20 long day
care enrolments.
I also draw attention to the significant contribution from
the South Gippsland Shire Council, which contributed
both funds and significant in-kind support.
Congratulations to the local community on a fantastic
project.

Greater Shepparton community leadership
program
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — Last
Wednesday I attended the Greater Shepparton City
Council’s Community Leadership Program graduation
ceremony. Community leadership programs such as
this are fantastic platforms to give aspiring leaders the
skills to make a difference in our community.
Congratulations to all the graduates. It was wonderful
to see another group of future leaders graduate from the
course and to hear about their innovative community
projects.

Ganbina
Ms LOVELL — On 13 November I was proud to
attend the 2015 Ganbina Youth Achievement Awards
at the Eastbank Centre in Shepparton. The awards
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recognise individual achievements by young
Indigenous people in education, training and
employment. I would like to congratulate all recipients
of this year’s Ganbina awards and also the graduates of
the Ganbina youth leadership program.

Greater Shepparton Lighthouse project
Ms LOVELL — On 13 November I was proud to
attend the launch of the results of the Greater
Shepparton Lighthouse project’s 1000 Conversations
youth sector mapping and volunteer program review,
and to hear the plans for the collective action. The
Lighthouse project has documented views from
1012 people about what provides a healthy upbringing,
what is helping young people to be educated and
employed, and how we can improve outcomes for
young people. The Lighthouse project is an innovative
and ambitious program, and I look forward to seeing
what outcomes our community can work towards
together as a result of these conversations.

Victorian Tourism Awards
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria) — My members
statement today acknowledges that some of Victoria’s
best tourism operators operate in my electorate of
Northern Victoria Region, and some were recently
recognised at the Victorian Tourism Awards. The four
country Victoria businesses in my electorate that were
recognised were the Yarra Valley Estate at Dixons
Creek, which took out the Business Event Venues
award as well as the Qantas Award for Excellence in
Sustainable Tourism; the Y Water Discovery Centre at
Yea, which won the New Tourism Business award;
Quality Hotel Wangaratta Gateway, which won the
Deluxe Accommodation award and was also the venue
of some of the Andrews Labor government’s
announcements during the cabinet visit to Wangaratta
last week; and Pizzini Wines Cellar Door, Whitfield,
which won the Tourism, Wineries, Distilleries and
Breweries award.
I have to say Pizzini’s wine was enjoyed by a few
cabinet members and myself last week. Carlo and
Rocco from Pizzini were in Milawa with many other
local food and wine operators showcasing their produce
at the launch of Labor’s regional statement. Victoria’s
tourism industry is healthy and contributing $21 billion
to the state’s economy, generating jobs for
206 000 Victorians. Our tourism operators in country
Victoria play a very important role in attracting visitors
from all over the nation and the world. The awards are
a fitting recognition of the hard work and commitment
our hardworking businesses display in promoting not
only country Victoria but our great state.
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mind I would like to speak on a number of areas in
relation to the bill before I go to various elements of it.

Adjournment
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday,
8 December 2015.

Motion agreed to.

Standing orders
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — By
leave, I move:
That standing orders 4.01 and 5.02 be suspended to the extent
necessary to enable the sitting of the Council on Tuesday,
8 December 2015 to commence at 11.00 a.m. and that the
order of business on that day will be —
(1) messages;
(2) formal business;
(3) ministers statements (up to 5 ministers);
(4) members statements (up to 15 members);
(5) government business;
(6) at 2.00 p.m. questions;
(7) answers to questions on notice;
(8) constituency questions;
(9) government business (continues);
(10) adjournment (up to 20 members).

Motion agreed to.

CHILD WELLBEING AND SAFETY
AMENDMENT (CHILD SAFE STANDARDS)
BILL 2015
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 November; motion of
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State).
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I am
very pleased to be able to speak on behalf of the
coalition as the lead speaker on the Child Wellbeing
and Safety Amendment (Child Safe Standards) Bill
2015. As members are well aware, this bill follows on
from the coalition government’s work in providing
better child safe standards and an inquiry that I had the
privilege to chair in the last Parliament. For that reason
the coalition will be supporting the bill. With that in

As I said, the coalition worked very hard on ensuring
greater accountability and education about and
awareness of child abuse following a number of
inquiries that were undertaken. This bill goes to that
point. It makes a series of amendments that relate to
entities that will be required to comply with the new
child safe standards and it gives the minister the power
to apply those child safe standards. The bill updates the
child abuse definition in the Child Wellbeing and
Safety Act 2006 and the Education and Training
Reform Act 2006 so that there is consistency across the
various pieces of legislation where children are
concerned and where child safe standards need to
apply.
The bill also gives certain flexibility to deal with what
is happening at a national level with the Royal
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child
Sexual Abuse should new entities be identified through
that process. Once that royal commission concludes —
obviously we do not know when it will formally
conclude — it could identify a number of entities that
should be included in this legislation for children to
have further protection.
Members will recall that when the coalition came to
government in 2010 the then Minister for Community
Services, Ms Wooldridge, instigated an inquiry into
Victoria’s child protection system. This was after
damning findings in two reports that highlighted the
failings of the previous Labor administration in the area
of child protection. Although it is a very difficult area,
and we cannot always exclude the ability for
individuals and organisations to not comply, the
findings of these reports are certainly scathing in
relation to a series of events that showed a child
protection system in crisis.
The minister at the time commissioned the Cummins
report, which is an excellent, detailed and thorough
report. It was probably the biggest review of the child
protection system the state has undertaken in relation to
having a look at the child protection system as a whole.
The report makes 98 recommendations, one of which I
am particularly familiar with and that is
recommendation 48, which is:
A formal investigation should be conducted into the processes
by which religious organisations respond to the criminal
abuse of children by religious personnel …

At that time, the Family and Community Development
Committee, which I chaired, had the privilege to
undertake that inquiry; the committee subsequently
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made 15 recommendations. Almost two years ago I
tabled the Betrayal of Trust report in this chamber, and
within a month the government had acted on some of
the recommendations and introduced legislation on
grooming to the Parliament. The coalition government
did not stop there. It worked on various other
recommendations and was working toward
implementing all of the recommendations made in that
report.
As members will recall, the committee undertook a
very thorough and extensive inquiry. I also
acknowledge the tremendous amount of support and
work undertaken by so many people within this
Parliament to assist in that process, which enabled that
inquiry to take place. It was the very first time that
those people who were victims of child abuse could
have a voice. I am saying this in the context of what is
happening at a national level in relation to the royal
commission, because it was important that we enabled
victims to come before an inquiry so that they could tell
their stories. Whilst we also heard from academics and
organisations and specialists in the area of child abuse,
it was very important to hear from the victims and to
understand exactly what had happened to them. I
believe it also gave the committee members a far
greater understanding of the effects of child abuse and
its far-reaching and long-lasting implications.
Last night I received a number of text messages from
people asking if I was watching 7.30. I was not, but I
later watched the program on iView and saw a report
relating to various elements in Doveton that our inquiry
heard about. In fact the report referred to one of the
very brave witnesses who we heard from, Graeme
Sleeman, who was a teacher at the time. It made me
think of why we are debating this bill today. As I said,
Graeme Sleeman and another teacher, Carmel Rafferty,
appeared before us during our inquiry and very bravely
spoke of their experiences and the issues at hand in
relation to what they were trying to do and how they
were hampered by the terrible events that occurred in
that area of Doveton. This bill and the
recommendations made in the Betrayal of Trust report
reflect the experiences of people like Graeme Sleeman
and Carmel Rafferty and give organisations guidelines
and tools to understand what is expected, what is
acceptable and the need to put child safe standards in
place.
It is certainly true that as our inquiry progressed and as
the royal commission is now being undertaken, the
community has gained a far greater understanding of
child abuse, of what is occurring and the terrible effects
it has had. The community rightly expects greater
accountability, and families want their children to be
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safe. Community attitudes towards child abuse have
changed. Organisations and governments are doing
more to put in place protections around our most
vulnerable members of the community. In this instance
I am talking about providing what is necessary and
what is correct for children.
We know that child abuse comes in various forms. It
can be sexual, physical, psychological or emotional, or
it can be neglect. Whilst many organisations might try
to respond by developing policies and procedures, what
we found in our inquiry was that many of those policies
and procedures were indeed quite basic and quite
fragmented.
I will refer to the Betrayal of Trust report. Chapter 12,
on page 267, which goes to this very point about
protecting children from criminal child abuse and
policies, states:
A written child safe policy demonstrates an organisation’s
commitment to its duty to reasonably protect children from
criminal child abuse while in their care.

What we found was that many non-government
organisations had given consideration to the need to
develop policies to protect children from criminal child
abuse, but they were often fragmented and included
other policies. The level of knowledge and the degree
of action in establishing and improving child safe
policies varied greatly, ranging from some
organisations that were very proactive in their approach
to others that were inactive. In relation to organisations
that had funding from government, particularly those
that employed registered professionals, there was
probably a greater expectation for them to be able to
meet standards for child-related safe practices. Again,
there was a huge degree of inconsistency and variation
amongst organisations.
That is why the committee looked at these various
areas. We wanted to provide some guidance to the
community, and indeed to organisations that deal with
looking after children and young people, to ensure that
they had a minimum standard in relation to how they
should proceed. That was one of the recommendations
that came from this inquiry. We identified a number of
guidelines that were designed to assist that aim. The
committee identified five components of a child safe
policy, including a commitment to principles to guide
decisions, employment of new personnel, a risk
management approach, a process for reports and
allegations of criminal child abuse and a review
process.
At the time in Victoria there was no legislative
requirement for non-government organisations to
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comply with their duty of care to protect children by
establishing preventive policies. It was a fairly
significant finding, if you like, and throughout the
course of the inquiry we heard from many organisations
and many individuals who told us about their
experience, and really highlighted, as I said, the
variance and the different practices that were
undertaken throughout many organisations within the
state.
Finding 12.4 of the report, which can be found on
page 286, is that:
Funded organisations and registered professionals are
expected to meet standards relating to child safe practices that
vary considerably across sectors such as early education,
teaching and community services.

Arising from that finding, recommendation 12.1, which
essentially this legislation is about, states:
That the Victorian government review its contractual and
funding arrangements with education and community service
organisations that work with children and young people to
ensure they have a minimum standard for ensuring a child
safe environment, including the following principles:
a statement of zero tolerance of criminal child abuse;
principles to guide decisions;
procedures on the employment of new personnel;
a risk management approach;
processes for reporting and responding to allegations of
criminal child abuse.
That the Victorian government consider the potential for
extending a standard for child safe environments to other
organisations or sectors that have direct and regular contact
with children.

That is where we start in relation to this particular piece
of legislation. The previous government was working
towards implementing that recommendation, and
indeed the consultation process started under the
coalition government. There are a number of
organisations that have been involved in the
consultation process; I am led to believe somewhere in
the vicinity of 150 or 160 stakeholders have been
involved. It involved the various government
departments coming together and working with the
Commission for Children and Young People to run
these consultation sessions on looking at ways to
further explore the issues in this report I have referred
to, the findings in that report, the recommendations that
the committee made and ways to look at how
legislation could improve those child safe standards.
There was feedback on the proposed standards that
were developed, and I know that there were a number
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of organisations that provided significant assistance in
relation to developing the legislation. In saying that, we
need to be monitoring this. We need to ensure that there
is ongoing review of what is proposed in this bill and
ensure that we do everything we can to give support to
organisations so that they can comply with what we are
speaking on today.
To return to the bill, in relation to what is proposed
there are a number of organisations, and I know that the
government has highlighted that in relation to
identifying what a category 1 entity is. The bill relates
to category 1 and category 2 entities. To give an
example of what a category 1 entity might look like, if
the bill says that it is an applicable entity that is referred
to in new schedule 1, inserted by clause 8, then under
new section 19 of the Child Wellbeing and Safety Act
2005, inserted by clause 6, these entities will be
required to comply with child safe standards a year
earlier than the category 2 entities. The reason I believe
that is so is because they have been working towards
new standards and policies and procedures for quite
some time, so they have an understanding. However, in
the committee stage I will ask the minister to ensure
that those organisations that may be captured in
category 1 areas get the necessary support provided to
them because, as it is now November, or nearly
December, they have less than six weeks until when
they must comply, because this will commence from
1 January 2016.
Those category 1 entities I am referring to include
entities such as organisations that are involved with
disability services and providing direct care to children;
the out-of-home care system; youth justice services;
and schools, both government and non-government.
Certainly the child abuse inquiry found that there were
significant differences between government and
non-government schools. Category 1 entities also refer
to education and care services; licensed children’s
services; residential child and youth mental health and
drug and alcohol services; child protection services;
organisations that provide homelessness services for
children and young people; organisations providing
counselling and support services to children and young
people; family and parenting services; and religious
organisations, including pastoral and spiritual care
services.
There are many other organisations that are involved in
the area of child care. They are unfunded and fall under
category 2 entities, including nanny services, tutoring
services, homestays and anything where a child has
contact with some sort of service that is providing care
to them. In this area there are a lot of voluntary
organisations that also need to comply. I think that is a
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really important point to make, because the last thing
the inquiry wanted to do was to have those volunteer
organisations that might be dealing with children
overburdened by regulatory components. In this state
we have huge numbers of volunteer organisations that
deal with children, including sporting organisations like
Auskick, Life Saving Victoria, scouts and girl guides,
and informal groups that collectively get together and
provide some sort of childcare service. We must ensure
that those volunteer services are supported. I think they
will need considerable support to ensure that they
comply with the child safe standards that are proposed.
As I said, we do not want to make it overburdensome
for those organisations because often they are parents
who are taking on voluntary roles. They are giving up
their time. They provide a great service to our
community in so many ways by being role models and
providing their expertise to organisations. They might
need information and experience in relation to their
ability to continue to support an organisation. As we
know, volunteers in this state provide enormous untold
benefits that one could never calculate.
Of course around children we must be very diligent in
relation to predators or paedophiles, who have in the
past gotten involved in these organisations in order to
take advantage of not only children, who they abuse in
the most horrendous fashion and horrendous ways, but
also of parents, many of whom have been betrayed
because in their minds they thought their children were
being looked after by trusted figures.
The PRESIDENT — Order! As the bells are
ringing in the other chamber, this is an appropriate time
to break so that those members who wish to sit in on
the address in the Assembly to which Council members
have been invited can do so. The chair will be resumed
at the ringing of the bells.
Sitting suspended 10.33 a.m. until 11.17 a.m.
Ms CROZIER — Before returning to my
contribution to the debate on the Child Wellbeing and
Safety Amendment (Child Safe Standards) Bill 2015, I
must say we have all just attended a special sitting of
the Legislative Assembly to hear three excellent
speeches about the important issue of family violence.
As we are talking about child abuse in relation to this
bill this morning, there is a commitment, as I was
saying previously, to ensure that we provide child safe
standards in organisations that are looking after our
children. We have just heard about the vulnerability of
the situation with the tragic circumstances surrounding
Luke Batty’s death.
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To return to the bill, I was referring to the category 1
entities and had highlighted what they were in relation
to the proposal that these entities will need to comply
with the standards on 1 January, which is just a few
weeks away. Such an entity must comply with the child
safe standards on and after the specified day unless the
entity is exempt under section 22 of the principal act or
if the regulations provide that the entity is exempt from
this requirement or if the entity is prescribed under
section 20 or belongs to a class prescribed under
section 21, all inserted by clause 6 of the bill.
To look at those areas, section 21, which is headed
‘Applicable entity belonging to a prescribed class must
comply with Child Safe Standards’, says:
An applicable entity that belongs to a prescribed class must
comply with the Child Safe Standards on and after the day
prescribed …

In relation to section 22, those exemptions from the
need to comply with requirements, which I referred to
previously, include those entities that do not provide
any services specifically for children, provide any
facilities specifically for use by children who are under
the entity’s supervision or engage a child as a
contractor, employee or volunteer to assist the entity in
providing services or facilities.
We received a briefing on some of the children who
might be engaged in working with the likes of
McDonald’s, for instance — and there are many
children that undertake such a role as they are learning
and gaining good skills from being employed with
various organisations. Those organisations, I am led to
believe, would fall under category 2.
There are a number of organisations that will be
captured in the bill. As we see children working,
playing, being involved in sporting activities and in
various other activities that children are engaged in, it is
hoped the entities that it prescribes will be captured
within this bill.
I was also stating before the sitting was suspended to
allow members to join the Legislative Assembly for the
special sitting that one of the things the inquiry found
was that we should not over-regulate or overburden
those entities to comply with the standards. I note that
the Greens have indicated they propose to move an
amendment to provide for accreditation purposes, and
looking at that amendment — —
Ms Mikakos — No, they are not going ahead with
that.
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Ms CROZIER — Thank you, Minister; I missed
that. I am pleased that the proposed amendment will not
be going ahead, because the last thing we want to do is,
as I said, make this a burden on organisations.

asking the minister about that during the committee
stage. This legislation will go towards ensuring that we
protect our most vulnerable. The coalition will be
supporting the bill.

Clause 6 of the bill deals with child safe standards —
and the inquiry looked at those child safe standards,
which I went through previously in my contribution —
by inserting new sections into the bill regarding
compliance. New section 22 provides an exemption,
which I have just gone through, in relation to various
organisations that will not be captured under this
regime. The child safe standards and entities that will
be exempt are outlined in the bill.

Ms SPRINGLE (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The Greens will be supporting the bill. As we heard
from Ms Crozier, the bill will allow the Minister for
Families and Children to introduce a set of child safe
standards that will apply to organisations and groups of
people who work with children, and this is a very good
thing. The child safe standards are intended to ensure
that entities working with children have appropriate
processes and strategies in place to keep children safe
and to deal with any allegations of child abuse that may
arise.

In relation to clause 11 of the bill, I note that there are a
number of minor changes that will enable acts with
references to children — such as the Education and
Training Reform Act 2006 and the Mental Health Act
2014, both of which involve children — to be
consistent with each other and enable the relevant
entities to be included in this bill. This clause will
create consistent definitions across the various pieces of
legislation.
As I said at the outset, this is work that was undertaken
by the former government. To my mind a good piece of
legislation has come to the house today. It is right to be
looking at child safe standards to enable consistency
across organisations by giving them the tools and the
guidelines to ensure that they can provide child safe
standards. We must be doing as much as we can to
protect children.
As I have said, there is a lot of news and there are lots
of issues coming from the Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. The
Victorian community has seen the impacts of the
Victorian inquiry and rightly expects the government to
get on with putting in place what is needed, because
that inquiry highlighted the issues and made
recommendations. The work has started and is
continuing — and it needs to continue, because we
need to do as much as we can to ensure that the
protection of children in the most vulnerable of
circumstances, meaning in the care of others, can be
allowed to happen.
This legislation, which has come from the
recommendations of the Victorian inquiry along with
other recommendations from the report, will ensure that
organisations involved with children will rightly need
to comply with the child safe standards, and the
community has an expectation that they will do so. I
have a number of questions regarding entities that will
require support to ensure that they comply, and I will be

The implementation of standards like these across the
board, applying to all entities that deal with children
and not just those that are registered with and funded by
government departments, was among the
recommendations of the inquiry into the handling of
child abuse by religious and other organisations, which
was held during the previous Parliament. That inquiry
looked into the handling of child abuse by religious and
other non-government organisations, and it reported in
May 2014. The government has made a commitment to
implement all of the Betrayal of Trust report’s
recommendations, and it is pleasing to see particular
recommendations acted upon by this bill.
Recommendation 12.1 is that the Victorian government
review its contracts with non-government organisations
to ensure minimum standards, including zero tolerance
for child sexual abuse, procedures for the employment
of new personnel, proper risk management and proper
processes for the handling and reporting of allegations
of child sexual abuse. Clearly child safe standards go
towards achieving this.
The proposed standards, which are on the Department
of Health and Human Services website, will require
applicable entities to have strategies to embed an
organisational culture of child safety; a child safe policy
of commitment to child safety; a code of conduct that
establishes clear expectations for appropriate behaviour
with children; screening, supervision, training and other
human resources practices that reduce the risk of child
abuse by new and existing personnel; processes for
responding to and reporting suspected child abuse;
strategies to identify and reduce, or remove, any risks of
child abuse; and strategies to promote the participation
and empowerment of children. We would have liked to
have seen something slightly more prescriptive in terms
of standards because these are worded very
generally — and I will come back to this point — but I
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do not think it is possible to argue that the bill does not
reflect the legislative intention to implement
recommendation 12.1, so that is a good thing.
It is not just the Betrayal of Trust report that calls for
proper procedures and strategies to be put in place by
groups and people who work with children. The
evidence that continues to pour out of the federal
government’s Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse confirms that too
many institutions for too long have simply not had
appropriate processes in place to deal with suspected
child abuse. Instead of confronting a suspicion of child
abuse head-on, too many organisations have done
something very different: they have looked the other
way or, worse, they have actively covered it up. The
Betrayal of Trust report is just one of many reports that
suggest that covering up abuse or looking the other way
are much more likely to happen in the absence of
policies, procedures and strategies, so this bill will
hopefully make cover-ups less likely now that
organisations and entities that work with children will
be required to have in place policies and procedures
that meet the child safe standards.
The bill lists two categories of entities that work with
children. Category 1 entities appear to be organisations
of the kind that are likely to already be funded by and
registered with a government department, like schools,
hospitals, healthcare centres, service providers and
community service organisations. If the bill becomes
law, those category 1 entities will have to comply with
all child safe standards from 1 January 2016, which
does not allow a lot of lead time. I understand,
however, that most of these organisations are already
required to comply with similar standards; for example,
the Department of Health and Human Services service
delivery standards. I understand that for funded and
registered organisations there is a large degree of
overlap between the proposed child safe standards and
the range of existing standards that they must comply
with. One would hope that it is not going to be too
onerous for them to get up to speed if there are
currently any gaps.
My understanding is that, unlike existing service
standards, the child safe standards will apply to
practically all entities that deal with children, or at least
those that come within the bill’s definition of
‘applicable entity’. In practice this will mean that some
entities that do not have funding relationships with the
Department of Health and Human Services, the
Department of Education and Training or any other
government department will be required to comply with
the proposed standards. From January 2017, for
instance, sporting clubs, which are category 2 entities,
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will be required to comply with the child safe standards.
We in the Greens think this is a very good thing.
However, we recognise that it might be difficult for
some clubs to become compliant with the standards and
that it may be very onerous for some of them.
I come from a background of having been involved in
many community organisations. My son plays for a
junior football club, which I have been very involved
with over the years; Mr Ondarchie would be very
pleased to know that. The Noble Park Football Social
Club is a fine club. I know from my time on its
committee that it can be very difficult for clubs to get
up to scratch with the compliance needed to make them
good clubs. It can also be onerous for other
organisations, for example, professional babysitting
services, entertainment and party services, and other
category 2 entities, to get themselves into a position
where they are compliant with the child safe standards.
In practice it means having appropriate policies,
procedures and strategies in place to keep children safe
and to deal with suspected child abuse.
We are supportive of the fact that category 2 entities,
which may include a lot of unfunded entities that do not
already have a relationship with the department, will
have an additional year to become compliant with the
standards. We are also very supportive of the fact that
there is no penalty in the bill for entities that do not
comply. We know what the consequences are likely to
be for organisations that have a funding relationship
with the department if they do not comply with the
standards, but I would be most grateful if the minister
in her contribution can explain what incentives there are
in practice for unfunded entities, like sporting clubs, to
comply with the child safe standards.
Clearly there is an after-the-fact incentive. If there is an
incident of child abuse in a sporting club and a
subsequent investigation finds that the sporting club did
not have appropriate processes in place because it was
not compliant with the child safe standards, I assume
that sporting club or other entity and its committee
would come under intense criticism. I also understand
that the Department of Health and Human Services is
working on a reportable conduct scheme that aims to
ensure that applicable entities are aware of their
obligations to report particular conduct or allegations.
The concern we have, however, is whether more can be
done to encourage unfunded entities in particular to
become compliant with the child safe standards. It
would be a great shame to put in place something that
does not prevent some of these potential negative
incidents. We do not want to be looking back and
vilifying people for bad things they have done. We
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would like to put incentives in place so that bad things
do not happen in the first place, particularly when we
are dealing with children. Children, as we know, are
some of the most vulnerable citizens in society.
I am quite pleased to have yesterday received
correspondence from the minister saying that
legislation will be introduced next year to establish
appropriate oversight and monitoring mechanisms,
particularly for unfunded organisations. In today’s
debate I would like to hear what assurance the minister
can offer the house as to what that structure will be.
Beyond that, we have a number of other issues and
queries about the bill as it stands. On the face of the bill,
the child safe standards will apply to the Department of
Health and Human Services. I understand that this is
not the case with respect to the existing service
standards. While the department often claims it is
compliant with its own standards, there is plenty of
evidence that it is not. For instance, the Commission for
Children and Young People, in its recent report entitled
“… as a good parent would …”, found that the
department too often falls short of its own standards. I
am told that more than 40 per cent of children in
out-of-home care are at present under the direct care of
the department. I am also told that the department is
talking about future changes that would require it to
comply with its own service standards. Although it is
slightly outside the direct scope of this bill, perhaps the
minister might inform the chamber about any intentions
the government has in that direction and in what sort of
time line we can expect the department to be required
to comply with its own service standards.
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actual outcomes for children, especially children in
care.
If we are talking about service standards, we could
demand that the funding and accreditation of
community organisations be based on tangible and
positive outcomes for children in care. For instance, it is
possible to imagine standards which would demand
basic minimums of specially funded organisations and
the department itself, cultural connectedness for
Aboriginal children, regular school attendance,
home-like environments, and minimum qualifications
for staff who work with children in particular settings,
such as residential care units. We might demand that
the Department of Health and Human Services’ quality
of care investigations be delegated to an independent
body, in line with one of the recommendations of the
commissioner for children and young people’s “… as a
good parent would …” report. We might also demand
that the regulation and oversight of registered
organisations’ performance be improved by way of
comprehensive annual reporting by the department
against specific service standards.

It is a very good thing that the child safe standards will
apply to the department. The issue, as I see it, is one of
what happens in practice. Perhaps the minister could
inform the chamber as to how the department’s
compliance with the child safe standards will be
monitored in practice. I understand that residential care
providers are now subject to a spot audit system, which
is apparently underway, but I am particularly interested
in any plans the minister might have to improve the
systemic practice of compliance monitoring.

Since I have taken on this portfolio for the Greens, I
have been surprised, if not a little shocked, to learn of
the extent of information that the department does not
collect from the community organisations it has contact
with. For instance, the department has absolutely no
idea how many hours of work are being performed in
community organisations by staff who do not have any
qualifications or by temporary labour hire agency staff.
The department has no idea how many children are in
the various forms of out-of-home care more than
10 kilometres from their parents. The department has
absolutely no idea what proportion of the current
workforce in residential care units have completed
youth mental health first aid training. The department
has absolutely no idea about what proportion of the
children and young people in its care are seeing a
counsellor or other mental health professional. I could
go on and on — but I will not, you will be pleased to
know. The department has no idea about any of this and
much more because the department does not collect any
data about any of this.

This bill purports to implement only three
recommendations from a single report, but of course
there are many other recommendations in other recent
reports which call for similar reforms. For instance,
“… as a good parent would …”, which admittedly
focuses on residential care only, also recommends the
development of rigorous and ongoing child safe
standards, but there is so much more that must be done.
What the current service standards do not do and what
the proposed child safe standards will not do is focus on

If we are going to be serious about making
organisations safe for children, this bill only addresses
part of one-half of the issue. It is one thing to ensure
that organisations have appropriate processes and
strategies in place to ensure child safety and to deal
with issues if and when they arise. That is what this bill
seeks to do, if a little vaguely, and while we would have
preferred that the proposed standards were a little more
prescriptive, especially for organisations that are funded
and registered, the Greens will be voting for this bill. I
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understand that the wording of the standards in very
general terms is deliberate and reflects consultation
with the sector, but what this bill does not address at all
is the other side of the child safe equation. It does not
seek to generate direct accountability — the kind of
accountability that is based on knowledge of what is
actually going on; rather, it merely hopes that having
some procedures in place will keep children safe.
That said, we do support this bill, because even though
it is very limited in its scope it will hopefully drive
some further cultural change within entities that work
with children.
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak on the Child Wellbeing and Safety Amendment
(Child Safe Standards) Bill 2015. The timing of the
introduction of this bill today is apt, particularly after
listening to Ms Rosie Batty addressing both houses of
Parliament a few minutes ago on the issue of the loss of
her son, Luke, who was killed by his father. Hopefully
the bill will pass, because it enjoys the support of all
parties.
The bill reflects the fact that, as a society, there is
always more work for us to do to make sure we protect
the most vulnerable people in our society, our children.
This bill will work toward achieving that aim. We must
protect our children because they are not able to protect
themselves. If we were not able to do that, it would be a
big failure by us as a society — as fathers, mothers,
uncles, aunties and grandparents. It is our collective
responsibility to make sure children are raised in a safe
environment. This bill will work towards achieving that
aim, building on the work of the Royal Commission
into Family Violence, both sides of Parliament and
cross-sections of the community. There is a consensus
that it is time we did more to protect the most
vulnerable members of our society, our children.
The aim of this bill is to add a purpose to the act to
provide for the determination of compulsory child safe
standards for entities providing services to children. It
also gives the minister the power to determine the
minimum child safe standards and publish them in the
Government Gazette. It specifies the classes or types of
entities to which child safe standards will apply. It also
gives the minister the power to prescribe entities or
classes of entities to which the child safe standards will
apply, allowing additional entities which are exempt
from the child safe standards to be added as required.
The bill provides for a phased implementation of the
child safe standards. It also makes minor technical
amendments to the Commission for Children and
Young People Act 2012 to improve the operation of the
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act and to the Education and Training Reform Act 2006
in relation to the definition of child abuse. It is intended
that the child safe standards will address the
inconsistencies in child safety approaches in
organisations across Victoria that were identified by the
Betrayal of Trust inquiry.
The child safe standards will apply to entities providing
services to children in two phases. From 1 January
2016 the standards will apply to entities providing
services to children that are government funded and/or
regulated, including schools, hospitals, registered
community health centres and public health services,
childcare services, kindergartens and government
departments.
From 1 January 2017 these standards will apply to
entities providing services to children which have
limited or no funding from or regulation by
government, including volunteer, community, cultural
and sports groups, churches and religious bodies such
as youth choirs and Sunday schools, professional
babysitting, tutoring, coaching, overnight camps and
entities that require a permit to employ children under
the age of 15, such as those in the entertainment
industry. It is quite a broad application of this bill, and it
will be done in two stages.
I want to commend the minister on the work she has
done in that space to bring this bill to the house and
implement some of the changes that came out of the
inquiry last year. There is more work to be done —
there is no question about that — and that was
acknowledged in her second-reading speech. The
government will continue to work on further
developing legislation and putting more resources into
that space to make sure. That is not going to address all
the problems we have, but it is one of the steps to work
on making sure our children can live in a very safe
environment whether at home or, as this particular bill
talks about, with an organisation looking after our
children, whether that be babysitting at home or in other
places, and anyone dealing with children. It is very
important.
Other things the government is looking at are education
programs and training. To support commencement of
the standards from 2016 the cabinet has already
approved the public release of the child safe standards
after approval in principle to allow more time for
organisations to become familiar with the current
content of the standards. The standards’ scope and
phasing were released on 29 September 2015, and some
media was undertaken. It is very important not just to
pass the legislation but also to educate people and let
people know what their rights, obligations and
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responsibilities are. The last thing you want is for a
person to say, ‘I didn’t know I had to do X, Y and Z. I
didn’t know my responsibility toward these children’. It
is important to educate society about what this bill is
going to achieve, because at the end of the day
knowledge is everything. That is why the government
is taking steps to do just that and will continue to
provide or undertake further training and information
sessions about the requirement of the standards. The
department will continue to monitor any commentary in
the media following the release of these standards. It is
very important to continue educating the service
providers and the community at large.
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government should be looking at is how we can further
improve the current regime about how we can protect
our children. I think we can never do enough to make
sure our children are safe, because if we cannot look
after them, you ask yourself the question, ‘Why have
children?’. It is very important. The responsibility lies,
as far as I am concerned, with the parents, the family
and society at large, because children are our future.
They depend on us and look up to us because they
cannot fend for themselves or defend themselves. As
adults it is our responsibility to make sure they live in a
safe environment. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) — As I rise to make
my contribution to the debate on the Child Wellbeing
and Safety Amendment (Child Safe Standards) Bill
2015 today, I would like to acknowledge the powerful
message we heard in the Legislative Assembly from the
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition and indeed
Rosie Batty. All three put forward very powerful and
compelling arguments that we must, need to and should
rid our society of abuse of women and children.

In the consultation process that preceded the
introduction of this bill the former Department of
Human Services, the former Department of Education
and Early Childhood Development and the
Commission for Children and Young People jointly
consulted with relevant stakeholders between August
2014 and early 2015 on the child safe standards and the
proposed approach to their introduction. Targeted
consultation was undertaken by the Department of
Health and Human Services in 2015. Over
160 non-government organisations and peak bodies
were consulted. The consultation demonstrated strong
community and government support for the minimum
child safe standards for organisations providing services
for children and non-government organisations. It is
great to see there is strong support for the need to
implement these changes.

Indeed, I firmly believe it is our right and responsibility
to be tolerant of everybody in society — young to old,
old to young, men to women and women back to men.
It is a responsibility of being a human being to be
tolerant and kind. We sometimes get up in the morning
and remind ourselves how wonderful we are. I think we
need to be a little bit more humble and caring for
others.

The question was raised of whether the government is
considering further legislation to introduce monitoring
and oversight functions for the child safe standards. My
understanding is that the government is considering
that, and I am sure the minister will be talking about
that. An issue raised by Ms Springle was that the
legislation does not have a provision to deal with
offenders and penalties. It is a very important point, and
I am sure the government will be looking at that. The
whole idea is to look at introducing the minimum
standards and educating the organisations or individuals
involved in providing supervision or looking after
children about the new standards which will be phased
in from 1 January 2016 and, for non-government or
non-funded organisations, from 1 January 2017. We
will see how we go during that period. Then whatever
standards need to be improved or increased and how we
enforce whether or not a penalty should apply can be
looked at.

The Child Wellbeing and Safety Amendment (Child
Safe Standards) Bill 2015 before us today looks at
making improvements. In 2013 the Family and
Community Development Committee tabled in the
Parliament the Betrayal of Trust report. This report
provided to the Parliament 15 recommendations,
including that the government review its contractual
and funding arrangements with education and
community service organisations that work with
children and young people to ensure that they have
minimum standards set for a child safe environment.
This bill continues the acknowledgement of these
recommendations and amends the Commission for
Children and Young People Act 2012 to improve
general operations. It amends the Education and
Training Reform Act 2006 by changing the definition
of ‘child abuse’. Written as part of the amendment bill,
the new definition for ‘child abuse’ has been developed.
Child abuse is:

I will finish by saying that this bill is very important.
There is a lot of work to be done. A royal commission
into child abuse is ongoing, and I am sure a lot of stuff
will come out of that as well. Something the

(a) any act committed against a child involving —
(i)

a sexual offence; or —

(ii) an offence —
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the grooming offence —
under section 49B(2) of the Crimes Act 1958; and
(b) the infliction, on a child, of —
(i)

physical violence; or

(ii) serious emotional or psychological harm; and
(c) the serious neglect of a child …

The recommendations also include, and thus the bill
incorporates, the introduction of standards to improve
child safety in all organisations that provide services for
children across Victoria. The child safe standards
introduced by this bill have been developed to ensure
that in the operation of applicable entities the safety of
children is promoted, child abuse is prevented and
allegations of child abuse are properly responded to.
The bill also looks at a clear differentiation between
two entities that provide services to our children:
category 1 and category 2. Category 1 includes all
government-funded organisations such as disability
services, schools both government and
non-government, childcare services and family and
parenting services. Category 2 includes volunteer
organisations such as sporting clubs, youth clubs,
tutoring, scouts and girl guides. I will focus for a
moment on the girl guides and scouting movements,
because they are important organisations within our
society.
Girl Guides Victoria provides programs, events and
activities that help our young females to develop
self-confidence, self-reliance, leadership and
community engagement. Speaking to community
leaders on a number of occasions and speaking with
police and listening to forums, we hear all the time that
issues around ice and being involved in risk-taking
behaviours often occur because there is disengagement
from community among our youth. It is important that
we provide real, genuine experiences in interesting and
exciting ways for our youth to be engaged in so that
they do not become isolated, withdraw from society
and have a propensity to take drugs.
With respect to the girl guides, giving these girl
guides — young people — opportunities to face their
own challenges helps to engender strength and
inclusion within society. I recently had the honour of
being asked to be an ambassador to the girl guides in
Gippsland by Ms Jenny Tulau of the Traralgon girl
guides. I have attended on a number of occasions and
shared experiences with them. I can see firsthand that
within that group and in girl guides across Victoria they
share in camaraderie, friendship and intergenerational
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mentoring, with interaction between girls, teenagers
and young professionals as leaders and with mature
ladies as well. In fact one lady there is almost in her
90s. Her name, befittingly, is Kangaroo, and she is a
delightful person to be around and a wonderful role
model for young girls.
I also acknowledge the work of the scouting movement
within our society. The scouting movement embodies,
again, positive interaction, self-worth and self-reliance,
community spirit and the importance of being a team
player.
The Commission for Children and Young People and
the Centre for Excellence in Child and Family Welfare
have raised concerns about the 1 January 2016
commencement date not providing an adequate amount
of time for category 2 entities to have their safe
standards in place. It is good to see that there will be an
extension, and the allowance by this bill to give
category 2 entities until 2017 to meet the standards is a
welcome clause. It would be great to see that come to
fruition.
In closing, I acknowledge the great work done by the
former coalition government to provide a safer society
for our children. Specifically, I congratulate
Ms Georgie Crozier on her work as chair of the
Betrayal of Trust inquiry, and indeed all the other
committee members for their major contributions in this
space. I also acknowledge Ms Wooldridge for her
foresight and commitment to the work in this area,
which has provided much of the framework for the
work today. With that, I respect the work the
government is doing in this area, and I wholeheartedly
support the bill before us today.
Business interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Melbourne Youth Justice Centre
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Families and Children
and Minister for Youth Affairs. Following the worst
prison riot in Victoria’s history at the Metropolitan
Remand Centre, I now refer the minister to the inmate
stand-off at the Melbourne Youth Justice Centre late
last month, and I ask: following the inquiry by her
department, what were the factors identified for the
inmate stand-off?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Youth Affairs) — I
thank the member for her question. I can advise the
member that the Andrews government and my
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department are committed to providing a safe and
secure environment for both clients and staff within the
youth justice custodial centres and to protecting the
safety of the Victorian community. We are very proud
that in fact Victoria does have consistently the lowest
level of youth incarceration in Australia. However, we
are working to ensure that violent or dangerous
behaviours in our youth justice custodial centres are
appropriately managed. Clients who have been
sentenced to periods in custody often have long
histories of offending and other antisocial behaviours
caused by significant histories of abuse, neglect and
trauma. We know that they are individuals who have
experienced in many cases lifelong trauma and
unprotected childhoods.
The government and my department consider that the
safety of everyone who is in these facilities, both staff
and clients, and the broader community is paramount in
terms of how we respond to incidents of violent
behaviour. Staff are trained in methods to prevent
violence and to appropriately respond to the dangerous
behaviours if they occur.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms MIKAKOS — I need to make the point to
members who are consistently interjecting that there
have been a number of incidents at the youth justice
precinct, including during the time of the previous
government. In fact the previous minister was
responsible for changing the way that incident reporting
is recorded.
Ms Crozier — On a point of order, President, I
know that the minister has been speaking about the
youth justice centre and what her government is trying
to do, but I asked specifically about the riots of late last
month and what the identifying factors were that caused
the riots.
The PRESIDENT — Order! On the point of order,
the minister still has some time to answer. The minister
actually has provided the context for her answer, and I
think the information she has provided is useful to the
house. Her remarks right at the end, just prior to the
point of order, were in fact a result of provocation by
interjection. Although I accept it was not a lot of
interjection, nonetheless it did allow the minister to
stray from what I was interested in in her answer. I call
the minister to complete her answer, and I am sure she
is mindful of the question.
Ms MIKAKOS — I am obviously very mindful of
the question, but I think it is important to give some
context to these matters and to give some reassurance to
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the community about the response that the government
makes to these types of incidents. It is important that
members opposite, who might be wanting to get on
their high horse about this issue, particularly
Ms Crozier, are aware that it was in fact the previous
minister who put in place changes to the reporting
mechanisms to hide the true nature of the incidents
occurring at these facilities and to try to improve the
numbers in terms of incidents.
What I can say to the member is that fortunately the
incident that the member is referring to was
successfully resolved by staff without injury or Victoria
Police involvement. What I can also advise the member
is that in response to this incident Mr Peter Muir, the
former director of juvenile justice in New South Wales,
has been engaged to undertake a review of this incident.
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms MIKAKOS — I am giving you the answer.
Don’t you want to hear it?
Ms Crozier interjected.
The PRESIDENT — Order! The minister is
responding to the question.
Ms MIKAKOS — Clearly Ms Crozier does not
want to hear the answer. I was advising her that
Mr Peter Muir, the former director of juvenile justice in
New South Wales, has been engaged to undertake a
review to identify any opportunities to improve
practice. This review will look at the causal factors as
well as providing recommendations for improvements
to practice and precinct infrastructure.
Supplementary question
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I thank
the minister for her response. Noting the remand centre
riot has cost the taxpayer approximately $10 million,
following the inmate stand-off at the youth justice
centre, can the minister detail what security updates
have been implemented at the youth justice centre and
the cost associated with those upgrades?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Youth Affairs) —
First I point out that the issues around the remand
centre are not within my portfolio responsibilities. They
relate to the responsibilities of the Minister for
Corrections. The member is seeking assistance from
Mr O’Donohue now in writing her questions, as she has
previously sought advice from Ms Wooldridge around
writing her questions. It is important she understands
what sits within my portfolio responsibilities.
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As I have advised the member, we have had Mr Peter
Muir appointed to review this particular incident and to
provide recommendations for improvements to
practice. Obviously our government is interested in
ensuring that we have appropriate safety measures in
place within these youth justice precincts, for the safety
of both the clients as well as the staff of these centres.
We take these incidents very seriously.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms MIKAKOS — Ms Wooldridge just sought to
cover the figures up. You just sought to cover the
figures up.

Grand Final Friday
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade. I refer the minister to his answer
to this house on Tuesday regarding the evaluation
criteria for the grand final parade public holiday when
he said:
In evaluating the submissions … the intention of the
holiday … was to ensure that people were able to spend time
with their friends, family and loved ones.

How does the minister reconcile that response with the
many small businesses that were forced to open due to
his unbudgeted public holiday and sacrificed family and
friends time to keep their businesses running?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I welcome the opportunity to
answer the member’s question. It is an important
question, and it is one that goes to the heart of meeting
our commitments. It is important to note that the
intention of the holiday was to spend it with our friends,
families and loved ones, and not with porn stars or DJs,
although if your friends are DJs and porn stars, then that
is a different issue.
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I am aware of what
Mr Dalidakis is talking about. It is totally irrelevant to
the answer, and I would really appreciate that we do not
go down that track.
Mr DALIDAKIS — President, I am always
mindful of your requests, and I certainly will adhere to
it in this instance.
Very clearly, as we have said time and time again, the
establishment of the holiday was so that people could
spend time with their friends, families and loved ones,
but we as the government decided specifically not to
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ensure that there were any trading restrictions on
businesses. If businesses wanted to trade, we believed
that that was a decision that they should have been able
to make for themselves. It is an issue of free will,
apparently an issue that the Liberal Party has long since
forgotten. The idea that the rights of the individual to
determine their own future is no longer something that
is consistent with their party, but it is something that we
believe on this side of the chamber that people should
be able to do, so it is completely consistent with
allowing people to make a determination for their own
selves.
Supplementary question
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) —
Well, there you have it. When you have got nothing to
say, you say nothing, apparently. The minister will note
in my substantive question his reference to the
evaluation process, especially for small business
families, so I ask: will the minister guarantee that
submissions received as part of the evaluation process
will be publicly released?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for his
question, because transparency on this particular issue
is something that I hold very dear in relation to the
process. Those opposite may have trouble with
understanding the very definition of transparency, given
what they did when they were in government. Just to be
clear, in relation to the submissions in the original
regulatory impact statement process, we had
submissions that arrived late. I gave a very clear
instruction to the department that those submissions
were to be entirely accepted, considered and published,
and that is what we did. I absolutely give a commitment
that any submissions that we receive in relation to the
evaluation process will be made public — an absolute
commitment, ironclad.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Before we go any
further, I have been troubled by the first two questions
today in the respect that the supplementary questions to
me went to new ground. In both cases the substantive
question was not followed by a supplementary question
that actually went to the same information.
In the case of Ms Crozier, the substantive question went
to the cause of the incident and then the supplementary
went to repairs and the cost. Because of the way in
which it was phrased, it could well have been ruled out.
I decided not to do that, and the minister paid the house
the courtesy of answering the question and not querying
it, but it did go to new matters.
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In the second case as well the matter raised in the
substantive question was how the public holiday and
the minister’s answer the other day could be reconciled
with the experience of small business owners who were
required to front up to keep their businesses running
that day, but the supplementary question went to
submissions, and that is a different subject matter.
Again I have let it stand, and the minister again has paid
the house the courtesy of not querying it and allowing it
to be answered. I ask members to remember that
supplementary questions must be consistent with that
initial question and with any information that is
volunteered by a minister in the context of their answer
so that it is apposite to that answer.

Multicultural business ministerial council
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question without notice is directed to the Minister
for Small Business, Innovation and Trade, and I ask:
given that it is now 12 months since the Labor
government was elected in Victoria, can the minister
explain why he has not yet established the multicultural
business ministerial council, which is tasked with
providing him with important advice in relation to his
small business, innovation and trade portfolio?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for her
question. In terms of responsibility for the advisory
committee, certainly I do take responsibility for that. I
have been in my role for a little over three and a half
months. In that period of time I have spoken with many
people from the multicultural sector who run their own
small businesses. I have not chosen specifically not to
establish the council in lieu of speaking with people
directly, but I intend to do it in a timely fashion, taking
into account my feedback from the people I speak to
who are from a range of different ethnic communities. I
look forward to having more to say about this soon, but
I can assure the member that, given my own ethnic
background, I am extraordinarily cognisant of the role
that they have. The council will provide an important
function for government, but by no means is it the only
way that I get feedback in relation to small businesses
with an ethnic background.
Supplementary question
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Has the minister failed to appoint and announce
members to the multicultural business ministerial
council because he does not need their advice, or is it
that he does not want to hear the views of his key
portfolio stakeholders in an accountable and transparent
fashion?
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Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I have had a great deal of
questions in this chamber, and it is sad for me to say
that the questions are getting worse in standard, not
better. The member has clearly forgotten that before
entering Parliament I ran my own business. I have an
ethnic background, so I find the comments made by the
member quite offensive. Furthermore, we on this side
of the chamber value the multicultural community far
greater than those opposite have ever done. That does
not mean to say for one moment that just because a
ministerial council has not been established we are not
doing any work with the ethnic communities in
Victoria. Shame on you!
Ordered that answers be considered next day on
motion of Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern
Metropolitan).
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Mrs Peulich’s last
comment in particular was unparliamentary.

Grand Final Friday
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question is also for the Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade, and I ask: in his examination of
the grand final eve public holiday, will the minister
look at the cost and productivity impacts on local
government across Victoria and confirm that the 2015
holiday came at a cost to local government of between
$13 million and $14 million in direct costs and lost
productivity?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — Allow me to be very careful
in my answer, because I am not the Minister for Local
Government. I am the minister responsible for this
public holiday. In terms of the evaluation, should
anybody choose to make a submission to the evaluation
process, that submission will be considered. Regardless
of where it comes from, regardless of who makes it,
regardless of what business it comes from and
regardless of what tier of government it may arrive
from, we will evaluate what comes through the door in
terms of the submissions. I cannot tell members what I
have to say in response to a submission that I do not
presently have before me until that submission itself is
made.
Supplementary question
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I note that
the government will accept submissions from anyone,
and that is a step forward. However, I note that the
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minister refused to take the step of seriously looking at
local government and the costs for public holidays in
this respect. I will ask a further related question that
comes directly from the minister’s response. In this
examination, will the minister consider compensation
for councils and their ratepayers for these losses?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I completely reject the
premise that the question was posed in or framed in or
the words used for whatever purpose Mr Davis wishes
to pursue. It is entirely a matter for his own thinking.
Once again, I commit to this chamber and to the
President in discharging my duties that we will evaluate
whatever submission is made as part of the process.
Should anybody choose to make a submission, it will
be considered. I will not pre-empt what submissions
may or may not come through my door. To do so
would be absolutely improper because I would then be
pre-empting a process that is already underway.

TAFE staffing
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — My question is
to the Minister for Training and Skills. This week in his
answers to questions without notice the minister ruled
out imposing a moratorium on TAFE staff
redundancies. On Tuesday he said in this chamber:
When you talk about a moratorium per se, that is not, strictly
speaking, accurate.

In his written response to the same question he said:
There was no moratorium on staff redundancies …

However, in February a media release from the minister
in relation to GOTAFE, SuniTAFE, William Angliss
Institute and South West TAFE states:
A moratorium on TAFE staff redundancies imposed by
Mr Herbert in December resulted in jobs being saved in
TAFEs across Victoria.

I ask: if in the minister’s words in February there was a
moratorium on TAFE staff redundancies for 2015, why
is he now misleading the Parliament, just nine months
later, when the going gets tough and jobs are walking
out TAFE doors?
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — The going is not getting tough. It has always
been tough trying to fix up four years of destruction of
our TAFE system. That is where it is tough. Jobs are
not walking out the door. There are a number of
changes, as there always are, at the end of the year in
any of these types of organisations, but for clarity, once
again, when we came to office last year there were a
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number of major redundancies — and we are talking
about hundreds of staff — in institutions including
Bendigo Kangan Institute, where the first one was
highlighted, that had been put on hold by the previous
government until after the election. Within a couple of
days of being in office, that became clear and evident,
and I wrote to TAFEs. In fact I am happy to give the
member a copy of the letter I wrote. In that letter, for
clarity, I said:
On the issue of individual TAFE staffing arrangements, I
appreciate that TAFE institutes, in aligning their operations to
meet the needs of students, industry and communities, will
need from time to time to change the composition of their
workforce and assets. However, I believe the days of
wholesale job losses must come to an end.

That is 3000 job losses in our TAFEs under the former
government. The letter goes on:
Whilst I do not wish to cause any further disruption to TAFE
staff or institutes who were engaged in voluntary redundancy
processes at the time of the change of government, I ask that
you put on hold any new redundancy processes to enable time
to digest the Andrews government’s new positive agenda for
jobs, TAFE and training.

That was what was sent to them. Mr Drum knows as
well as I do that it is up to the actual individual TAFE
boards to make decisions about their individual staffing
needs. However, I respect that in regard to those large
wholesale redundancy programs that were in place and
put on hold until after the election they respected my
views. I have had many discussions with TAFE since
then about staffing and workforce needs.
Supplementary question
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — I thank the
minister for his answer. The definition of a moratorium
is ‘a temporary prohibition of an activity’. Given that
the minister has told us that the moratorium has now
finished, can he advise the house how many TAFEs
have approached him to either inform him of or seek
his approval, formally or informally, for plans to lay off
staff?
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — I reject the premise of what Mr Drum has
said. The government has contributed significant sums
into the TAFE system this year, sums that were much
needed given their deteriorating situation and the
absolutely appalling state of their finances that we
inherited at the end of the year — a $52 million loss at
the end of last year and going down the gurgler rapidly,
hundreds of staff still planned for redundancies — —
Mr Drum — On a point of order, President, can I
ask the minister if he could specifically state which part
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of my supplementary question he rejects? The minister
opened up his answer saying that he rejected the
premise of my question. In my question I simply read
out the definition of the word ‘moratorium’.
The PRESIDENT — Order! As members are
aware, I am not in a position to direct the minister how
to answer, and the minister is perfectly entitled to use
that phrase. Indeed, in terms of the question in
particular, it sought commentary from the minister
rather than a factual response. It sought him to reflect
on differing statements that Mr Drum suggested were in
the public domain and attributed to the minister. In the
context of the way that question and the supplementary
question were put, the minister is entitled to come back
and use the words he used. Certainly I am not entitled
to direct him on what words he should use.
Mr HERBERT — I rejected the ‘now the
moratorium is over’ part of Mr Drum’s question. On
the specifics, I am not going to go into commentary on
every single staffing position at every single TAFE, but
I will say that I am aware that at Swinburne University
they are looking at some 20 staff for downsizing. That
is offset by the massive staff growth we will see in
Lilydale through Box Hill, because Swinburne had to
close that Lilydale campus under the coalition. Bendigo
Kangan has some very small adjustments I am aware of
in terms of its staffing, its non-teaching staff in
particular. Melbourne Polytechnic — —
The PRESIDENT — Time! Thank you, Minister.

Timber industry
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — My question
is for the Minister for Agriculture. The VicForests
annual report 2014–15 describes current contingent
liabilities as ‘claims for commercial losses … in
relation to alleged non-performance under a timber sale
agreement’. No value has been attributed to the claims
in the financial statements. It is my understanding that
the basis of the claim is around the non-receipt of the
contracted allocation of sawlog timber. My question is:
how can it be that local timber mills are in the position
that they have to take legal action about the shortfall of
timber they are receiving when sawlog-grade timber is
being exported overseas via the Big Traffic and Orient
Exports supply chains?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I
thank Ms Dunn for her question. Ms Dunn canvasses a
range of issues, some which I think the question
suggests may be subject to legal proceedings, others
which may relate to individual contracts. On the
question of exports, as I have indicated to the house
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before, I have asked VicForests to consider and indeed
I have asked my department to provide formal advice to
ensure that exports are very much a matter of last resort
for our timber industry and that all opportunities are
presented to local participants in the industry.
The VicForests annual report, as has been canvassed in
the house in question time on previous occasions,
certainly indicates that VicForests had a positive year in
2014, achieving a net profit after tax of $4.7 million, its
highest profit since 2004–05, which is of course in stark
contrast to the occasional assertions that VicForests is
unprofitable. It is also a matter of fact that VicForests is
not subsidised, another myth that gets airing from time
to time.
Supplementary question
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for her answer. I note that in this house, in
response to an earlier question I asked on 7 October,
she also referred to that advice around this matter, so I
am wondering: once the minister receives that formal
advice, could she report that to the house?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — Once I
have received that advice and considered it, I am happy
to report that to the house.

Political donations
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Special Minister of State in regard to
his responsibilities for the reform and improvement of
Victoria’s integrity systems. Yesterday we had tabled in
this house a report from the Ombudsman, and I would
like to quote a couple of things that she said in the
accompanying press release:
Rules governing donations to political candidates in Victoria
are inadequate and should be reformed to protect both public
confidence in the electoral system and the reputation of
people standing for election.
…
New South Wales has legislated against property developers
making political donations, the constitutional validity of
which was recently upheld in a High Court decision.
‘The High Court referred to the well-evidenced corruption
risk in that state … when ruling on the New South Wales
case.
‘The risk in Victoria is no different. It must therefore be time
for Victoria to put this issue back on the table with a view to
reform before the next election. We should not wait for a
scandal … to happen …
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I ask the minister: when will the government be
responding to the Ombudsman’s report and
recommendations?
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
thank Mr Barber for his question and his interest, which
is consistent with the matters that we have actually
discussed in the chamber in the last few sitting weeks. I
am sure the Ombudsman will be very pleased to know
where the Hansard extract of the quotes from her press
release begins and ends, as distinct from the way
Mr Barber concluded his question, because the
Ombudsman went a little bit further in the press release.
Certainly Mr Barber extrapolated even further, on the
basis of his line of inquiry to me, beyond what the
Ombudsman said in her report.
Having given that introduction, I repeat to the chamber
what I indicated when we debated recently a reference
requiring a parliamentary committee in Victoria to have
a look at political donations and the regulatory regime
around them. My response at the time was that there
had been a significant piece of work undertaken by the
Parliament as far back as 2009. My colleagues on the
Electoral Matters Committee looked at those matters in
2009 and made recommendations that have not been
acted upon within Victoria from that stage until now. In
the intervening period there had been an expectation
that there would be a national framework to deal with
political donations dealt with through the prism of
either bilateral relationships between the states and the
commonwealth or, more preferably, through the
Council of Australian Governments (COAG)
framework and that there would be an agreed approach
to the harmonisation of political donation laws.
As the member indicated in his question, there was
High Court consideration of these matters recently,
which led to some apprehension about jurisdictions
moving before the High Court made its determination
about whether the New South Wales laws were deemed
to be valid or not. As he has indicated, the
determination of the High Court was to uphold New
South Wales’s jurisdiction, so that creates a foundation
by which those laws can be assessed at the state level.
At the national level, the High Court has actually
affirmed them.
I reiterate on behalf of the Victorian government our
preference to deal with these matters through the
federal harmonisation of these laws. However, an
undertaking that I made in the debate recently in the
Parliament was that if those COAG agreements,
understandings and negotiations are inconclusive and
do not lead to a national harmonisation of those laws,
then the Victorian government is very happy to look
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through the remainder of its term at the need for
Victoria to move to act on whatever are seen to be
deficiencies in the political donations regulatory
landscape.
Supplementary question
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I thank
the minister for his answer. If the answer to the
Victorian Ombudsman reporting to the Victorian
Parliament about what she sees as a deficiency within
the Victorian system is that it depends on COAG and a
consensus being formed between a whole series of state
and federal Labor and Liberal-led governments on the
issue of donations, could the minister update the house
on where things are at at this precise moment with
COAG on this question?
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — In
fact I did not totally rely on it — in fact, quite the
opposite. I indicated that in terms of the sequence of
consideration of these matters they would be in the first
instance dealt with through a COAG framework, but
not exclusively. I indicated that if they were not
concluded in a satisfactory fashion, the Victorian
government would come back and invite the Parliament
of Victoria to consider those matters in the future, so I
have already indicated that we are prepared to reflect on
the progress of COAG’s considerations.
I am comforted, and the member should be comforted,
by three things: comments by the Premier of Victoria,
the comments of the Premier of New South Wales and
some indication that the Prime Minister is currently
considering this. Within the last month all have made
public commentary that they are prepared to consider
these matters. It may create a momentum for COAG’s
consideration of these issues that have been laying
somewhat dormant at the federal level for quite some
time, but there are positive statements by the leaders of
those three jurisdictions. I would hope it will lead to an
escalation and momentum for reform.

Disability services
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — My question is to Ms Mikakos as the
minister representing the Minister for Housing,
Disability and Ageing. Major Projects Victoria’s annual
report, tabled in Parliament yesterday, appears to show
that Major Projects Victoria lost $10 million in 2014–15
on the Kew Residential Services redevelopment. The
income from the sales, which is shown on page 66 of
volume 1 of the report, for the minister’s reference, is
stated as being around $88 million, with costs relating
primarily to the Kew Residential Services
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redevelopment on the following page being stated as
being around $98 million. Can the minister provide an
explanation for this loss in light of what is the
selling-off of prime residential land in Kew? And when
can people with disabilities and their families, who
were promised benefits such as essential services from
the selling-off of this land, expect surplus funds from
the sale?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank the member for her question. It
obviously relates to a level of detail that I do not have
available to me and I will need to take on notice, but I
make the point that the member is referring to matters
that are within the portfolio responsibility of Minister
Allan rather than Minister Foley. Whilst I will refer the
matter to Minister Foley, I am not sure whether he will
have that information available to him. He may need to
consult with other colleagues in order to be able to
respond to this particular question.
Supplementary question
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — I thank the minister for her
willingness to take this on notice and for her
clarification around Minister Allan. I asked quite a
number of ministers who would take responsibility for
this, and it was my understanding that it was the
Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing, but I
appreciate the clarification. In taking this on notice, can
the minister include a breakdown of how it cost
$98 million to sell $88 million worth of property?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank the member for her supplementary
question. Just to be clear, Major Projects Victoria does
sit with Minister Allan. It is her portfolio responsibility,
but again I will take the supplementary question on
notice and refer it to Minister Foley. Obviously he will
need to consult further with Minister Allan in
responding.
Mr Davis — I would like to move that the
minister’s answer be taken into account on the next day
of meeting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I am loathe to accept
the motion on the basis that we do not have an answer.
Mr Davis — And the subsequent response.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I suggest that it would
be better to hold fire and wait until we actually have the
response.
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Carp control
Mr YOUNG (Northern Victoria) — My question
today is for the Minister for Agriculture. Saturday,
12 December, will be the launch of the New South
Wales Department of Primary Industries bowfishing
trial. The introduction of bowfishing is being
considered as an alternative way to assist in the removal
of carp from our waterways by use of a recreational
activity. Bow hunters will be able to apply for a
bowfishing licence as part of their game permit. Have
any Victorian departmental counterparts investigated
the introduction of bowfishing to assist in the removal
of carp?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — It has
been a tough week for carp in the Victorian upper
house. They are a noxious fish, we do not like them and
we want to get rid of them. As I indicated in response to
questions from Mr Bourman earlier in the week, we are
working with the commonwealth on exposing carp to
herpes, but for now shooting fish in a barrel is nothing
more than a turn of phrase. I am aware of media reports
on what the New South Wales government is doing.
There is an extraordinary photograph in this week’s
Weekly Times.
Mr Jennings interjected.
Ms PULFORD — Fly fishers would probably think
it was not much their cup of tea. We will consider
proven and effective measures for carp control. One of
the commitments that we made to fishers as part of
Target One Million was to work with fishing clubs to
develop innovative carp control measures. For now,
though, it is our intention to sit back and watch how the
New South Wales government goes with this carp
control measure.
Supplementary question
Mr YOUNG (Northern Victoria) — Considering
that the New South Wales trial may in fact be very
successful, if we were to go down that path in Victoria,
would the minister consult with the Game Management
Authority on allowing bowfishing as an extension of
the Victorian game licence?
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I
thank Mr Young for his supplementary question. We
will watch the New South Wales trial with interest. The
public safety risk and the risk of bycatch will need to be
monitored really carefully. I am not inclined to rush
into bowfishing of carp in Victoria, but as I indicated in
my substantive answer, we will watch and see how it
goes in New South Wales. If it proves to be a safe and
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barely a month left of this year, providers need certainty
so that they are able to plan for 2016. I therefore ask:
why have applicants for VET contracts not been
advised of the outcome of those applications?

Answers

Northern Victoria Region

effective control, then maybe we will have a look at it,
but we are not in any great rush to do so.

Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I
have answers to the following questions on notice:
1115, 1456–71, 2581, 2606, 3191–94, 3431–86.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Written responses
The PRESIDENT — Order! In respect of today’s
questions, I refer Ms Crozier’s substantive and
supplementary questions to Ms Mikakos for a written
response. I note that the minister did provide
information to the house on a number of initiatives by
the government and indeed the review that was afoot to
establish further action that the government might take,
but I am not sure that the answer went to the reasons
that are understood, at this point at any rate, to have
been the cause of the incident or indeed to the costs that
might have been attributed to that incident. I ask that
both of those questions be answered. This goes directly
to the minister’s portfolio, so it is a one-day situation.
In regard to both the substantive and supplementary
questions from Dr Carling-Jenkins in regard to
development costs at Kew, Ms Mikakos also undertook
to provide a response to those, so we will have those.
Because that involves ministers in another place, that is
two days.
I gave some consideration to Mr Davis’s question to
Mr Dalidakis in regard to whether or not compensation
would be payable, but I have decided not to require an
answer on that one at this time.

CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
South Eastern Metropolitan Region
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern
Metropolitan) — My constituency question is to the
Minister for Training and Skills. I refer to the current
round of applications from training providers for
vocational education and training (VET) contracts for
2016. There are a number of training providers in the
south-east that require certainty as to where they stand
in respect of VET funding for the following year. I have
been contacted by a training provider that has applied
for a VET training contract but has received no
response as to the outcome of that application. With

Mr YOUNG (Northern Victoria) — My question is
to the Minister for Environment, Climate Change and
Water. The Winton Wetlands have a long and
controversial history. Originally a swampland of great
environmental value, it was dammed and turned into a
water storage area to become known as Lake Mokoan.
The lake was an important source of economic value to
the nearby town of Benalla, with the majority of value
provided by visiting fishermen and hunters. Now the
reserve rules ban many recreational activities, such as
camping, angling, hunting, putting up beach umbrellas,
flying kites and throwing stones. I ask the minister: why
are these recreational activities banned at the Winton
Wetlands?

Western Metropolitan Region
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade, and it relates to innovation
policy and its impact on the western suburbs. I note the
increasing role of innovation and innovation policy in
the national debate about lifting Australia’s flagging
economic performance, which has suffered under the
last two years of the federal coalition government. I
also note the Victorian government’s commitment to
state-based innovation policy, particularly the start-up
fund. Could the minister provide an update on
innovation hubs in the western suburbs of Melbourne
and how the start-up fund could support these types of
initiatives?

Eastern Victoria Region
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) — The national
disability insurance scheme (NDIS) will be made
available progressively across the state over the next
three years. I recently attended a hearing in Morwell of
the inquiry into abuse in the disability services sector at
which there was much interest in the NDIS and when it
would be rolled out in Gippsland. It is expected to take
up to 12 months for eligible people with a disability to
enter the NDIS once it starts rolling out.
The Victorian government is holding community
forums across the state to provide information to those
interested in the NDIS, with sessions to take place in
Geelong, Wangaratta, Ballarat, Whittlesea, Frankston
and Warrnambool. The NDIS is important to my
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constituents, particularly the Gippsland Carers
Association, and the fact that there is as yet no
scheduled community forum for Gippsland is worrying
for people in my electorate. I ask the Minister for
Housing, Disability and Ageing, the Honourable Martin
Foley, when community forums will be organised for
Gippsland so that the people in my electorate will be
able to be well informed, rather than forgotten about,
which seems to be the case at the moment.

Northern Metropolitan Region
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) — My
constituency question is for the Minister for Public
Transport and comes via the Friends of South Morang
group. This group has been advocating for an extension
of tram route 86 from Bundoora to South Morang
railway station through Mill Park Lakes and back onto
Plenty Road for some years, but without success to
date. Planning provisions for the light rail to extend to
South Morang and beyond into residential areas have
been made by the council — the tramline would link
RMIT Bundoora with South Morang railway station
and the bus interchange, completing the missing public
transport link in this part of the municipality. An
extension of the 86 tramline would improve the image
of the area and contribute to economic regeneration. It
would help attract businesses and tourists and would
help people get to jobs and services without cars. Will
the minister finally include the extension of the
86 tramline in the next budget and once and for all take
action for the growing population of Whittlesea?

Western Victoria Region
Mr MORRIS (Western Victoria) — My
constituency question is directed to the Minister for
Education. In a response to an adjournment matter I
raised on 21 October with regard to the Portland Bay
School, the minister made reference to a feasibility
study that has been completed looking into the school’s
future and indicated that the findings of this study have
been provided to it. My question is: will the minister
release the feasibility study in full to both the Portland
Bay School and to me as a local member?

Western Victoria Region
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — My
constituency question is for the Minister for Industrial
Relations and is about the Andrews government’s
inquiry into labour hire and insecure employment. I am
aware that hearings for this inquiry began this week in
Mildura and that subsequent hearings are scheduled to
take place over the coming months, including in
Geelong in December. This inquiry was an election
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commitment made by the government when in
opposition, and I am looking forward to seeing the
report’s findings next year, as this is a very important
issue.
I ask the minister to provide me with information about
how constituents in my electorate who may be willing
to make a contribution to the inquiry can do so without
jeopardising the employment they currently have. On
Sunday I was approached on this matter by people just
outside Geelong, and indeed the ABC’s 7.30 report on
Monday highlighted the crisis we are in when someone
who is a whistleblower — a subcontractor for Myer —
is sacked for speaking up. It is very important for the
minister to speak up on this.

Western Victoria Region
Mr PURCELL (Western Victoria) — My
constituency question is to the Minister for Education.
Deakin University has been a rich part of
Warrnambool’s social fabric since 1990 when it
merged with the Warrnambool Institute of Advanced
Education. The campus has fallen victim to restructure,
and jobs have been axed from its school of
communication and creative arts. There are now
700 students attending the campus, and there are grave
concerns that reducing course offerings is the death
knell of the future of the campus. My question is: what
is the minister doing to secure the future of Deakin
University’s Warrnambool campus?

Eastern Victoria Region
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) — I raise a
constituency question for the Minister for Police. The
house will recall that the Deputy Premier referred in the
Parliament to protective services officers (PSOs) as
being plastic police. The Labor government has never
shown the same commitment to the PSO program that
the coalition did. At the time of the last election PSOs
had been deployed to 170 stations, but I understand that
that number now stands at only 177, despite advice
from October last year from the office of the Chief
Commissioner of Police to the then minister that PSOs
be deployed to all railway stations by December this
year. What has the minister been doing? Why have
PSOs been deployed to only a handful of extra stations
since the change of government? It is an absolute
disgrace, and the police minister must explain. I am
particularly concerned for constituents in my electorate
of Eastern Victoria Region who do not have the
protection of PSOs at their railway stations or at railway
stations they use. I ask the minister to explain the delay
in the rollout.
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Southern Metropolitan Region
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — My
constituency question today also relates to protective
services officers (PSOs) and their presence on key
railway stations to protect the community. It was a
proud achievement of the previous government to
ensure that PSOs were rolled out to all railway stations
across the metropolitan area and at major regional
centres. The government’s proposed late-night travel
arrangements will not see the universal rollout of PSOs.
Consequently, I note that in the Legislative Assembly
electorate of Prahran, Toorak, Hawksburn, Windsor
and Prahran stations will not have PSOs during the
late-night trial. There will be a very significant risk to
the community. I ask what steps the government has in
place to ensure the safety of those stations and of
commuters through the late-night trial and what steps it
will take to make sure that no injuries or incidents occur
at those stations.

CHILD WELLBEING AND SAFETY
AMENDMENT (CHILD SAFE STANDARDS)
BILL 2015
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I will make some brief remarks in
summing up this debate. I understand that members
may have some questions they wish to pursue in the
committee stage after lunch. I want to, firstly, thank the
house for its support, across all parties, for this
important legislation.
Child abuse is unacceptable, and ensuring children’s
safety is a top priority for the Andrews Labor
government. In 2013 the Family and Community
Development Committee of Parliament handed down
the final report of its inquiry into the handling of child
abuse by religious and other non-government
organisations, most commonly known to the
community as the Betrayal of Trust report. The report
found that there were inadequate and inconsistent
approaches to child safety in child-related organisations
in Victoria. The report made 15 recommendations to
better protect children from abuse in organisations,
including to introduce minimum child safe standards
for organisations that work with children.
The Andrews Labor government is delivering on its
election commitment by implementing
recommendations of this report — namely,
recommendations 12.1, 13.1 and 13.2. I take this
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opportunity to thank the members of the Family and
Community Development Committee for that
important report. I also acknowledge the important
work that the federal Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, a royal
commission that was established by the previous
Gillard federal Labor government, is undertaking at the
moment. We await the recommendations of that royal
commission.
This bill introduces compulsory minimum standards
that will apply to organisations that provide services for
children to help ensure their safety. The standards will
be rolled out to organisations in two phases. Phase 1
will begin on 1 January 2016 and will relate to
organisations that provide services for children that are
largely government funded and/or regulated. In phase 2,
which begins on 1 January 2017, other organisations
that provide services for children, such as religious
organisations and cultural and sporting organisations,
will also need to put these standards in place.
The bill includes the power to prescribe additional
entities or classes of entity within the scope of the child
safe standards, for example, in response to
recommendations from the federal Royal Commission
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.
This work is focused on strengthening organisations’
approaches to preventing and responding to child
abuse. The standards broadly align with child safety
schemes in other jurisdictions, including Queensland,
South Australia and New South Wales, and existing
national frameworks. They draw on feedback from
stakeholder consultations and findings by and
submissions to the royal commission.
Due to the wide range of organisations in scope,
principle-based standards to be supported by
capacity-building materials and activities were
developed rather than prescriptive standards to allow
the diverse range of organisations some flexibility in
how they meet the requirements. The standards aim to
embed a culture of child safety in organisations to help
them prevent child abuse and better respond to
allegations of abuse. The standards cover effective
leadership and governance arrangements; requiring a
child safe policy; issues around a code of conduct;
requiring a code of conduct that covers child safety;
effective human resources practices, such as
recruitment, screening, training and supervision; a risk
management approach; and reporting procedures and
strategies to promote the participation and
empowerment of children. Three principles are
embedded across the standards. They are cultural safety
for Aboriginal children, cultural safety for children
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from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds
and promoting the safety of children with a disability.
Clause 1
It is important that we are in the house today
implementing these important recommendations from
the Betrayal of Trust report. Earlier in the year we put
in place other recommendations that similarly arose out
of that report. In particular the government has
introduced the Limitation of Actions Amendment
(Child Abuse) Act 2015 and the Education and
Training Reform Amendment (Child Safe Schools) Bill
2015. Through this bill we are now working to
strengthen the organisations and institutions that
interact with children as part of our endeavour to help
keep children safe from abuse.
I will now respond briefly to some of the issues other
members have raised in their contributions. I think it is
particularly important to explain that organisations that
will be caught up in phase 1 of the rollout from next
year are largely government funded and regulated
organisations. They already have enforcement
mechanisms provided through their contractual
arrangements with government. There will be further
legislation introduced into the Parliament next year.
The fact that further work is occurring has been flagged
in the second-reading speech to this bill. That work will
relate to enforcement and compliance mechanisms as
well as to recommendations in the report around the
reportable conduct scheme. There will be further
legislation coming to the Parliament relating to
monitoring and oversight functions for the child safe
standards.
The Greens indicated earlier in the week that they had
considered putting forward some amendments to this
bill. In discussions I have had with Ms Springle she has
advised me that she will not be proceeding with those
amendments. I want to put on record my thanks to
Ms Springle for not proceeding with amendments that
would have put in place additional regulatory burdens
on our voluntary organisation sector. I am grateful that
she has reconsidered those amendments in light of
advice that I have provided to her.
With those words I thank members for their
contributions, and I look forward to responding to
further issues during the committee stage.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Committed.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.03 p.m.

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I would
like to ask the minister a number of brief questions in
relation to clause 1 to get some clarification on a
number of issues. I note in the minister’s summing-up
speech that she said there would be some flexibility in
organisations being able to meet the various child safe
standards and regulations that are included in this bill
and that further legislation is planned to be introduced
in the middle of next year, I think she said, around
enforcement and compliance — —
Ms Mikakos — Yes, next year.
Ms CROZIER — 2016?
Ms Mikakos — 2016.
Ms CROZIER — That will be the middle of next
year, which I presume will capture both the category 1
and the category 2 entities that have been identified so
far?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Ms Crozier for her question. To be
clear, I do not think I gave an exact time frame. I think I
indicated next year in relation to the further legislation
that the government is intending to introduce. That
legislation will concern the compliance mechanisms in
this legislation which will relate to all of the
organisations mentioned in this legislation — those that
relate to both phase 1 of the rollout and phase 2 of the
rollout. As I indicated in my summing-up remarks as
well, the organisations that are currently subject to the
phase 1 rollout, which will begin on 1 January 2016,
are largely organisations that are government funded
and/or regulated and therefore they are already subject
to existing compliance and other regulatory
mechanisms. However, the further legislation that is
coming next year will be in place in time for the
phase 2 rollout, which will begin from 1 January 2017.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — In
relation to the start date of 1 January, and again around
that flexibility element, if organisations have identified
that they do not feel they have enough information,
what support will the minister be providing to those
organisations that may be identified in that situation?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank the member for her question. The
focus next year will be working towards changing the
culture of organisations in anticipation of the new
enforcement mechanisms and a stricter compliance

CHILD WELLBEING AND SAFETY AMENDMENT (CHILD SAFE STANDARDS) BILL 2015
4924

COUNCIL

approach beginning from the start of 2017, but we are
looking at providing a range of supports to
organisations.
As the member would be aware, there has been a very
wideranging and extensive consultation process in the
development of this legislation, and organisations have
known that this legislation was coming for some time
despite the fact that it is beginning very soon — from
1 January 2016. In consultation with the Commission
for Children and Young People and a targeted number
of non-government stakeholders, the government has
developed a manual to assist organisations to
understand the requirements of the new child safe
standards.
The manual provides examples of practices that entities
could put in place in their organisations to improve
child safety and to meet the standards. This manual is
now available from the Department of Health and
Human Services website. In addition, the manual will
be supported by other resources such as tools and
templates which will assist organisations to meet the
requirements of the child safe standards. The
Commission for Children and Young People and the
Centre for Excellence in Child and Family Welfare
have assisted the department in the development of
these particular resources.
There already have been and there will be further
extensive information and training sessions put in place.
Since October the government has delivered a number
of information sessions. The Centre for Excellence in
Child and Family Welfare has been engaged to assist in
the delivery of a number of the information sessions, a
number of which have been delivered or will be
delivered this year. In November and December this
year the Department of Health and Human Services
will partner with the Centre for Excellence in Child and
Family Welfare to deliver sessions in metropolitan
Melbourne and across regional Victoria. In October an
information session was held for health and human
services organisations at the Human Services and
Health Partnership Implementation Committee meeting
and an information session was held for entertainment
sector organisations that employ children.
Also in October an information session was held at the
Centre for Excellence in Child and Family Welfare
symposium. This symposium was attended by leading
community service organisations including Berry
Street, Anglicare and MacKillop Family Services. In
November the Department of Health and Human
Services provided information sessions for
representatives from key sector providers including
Yooralla, OzChild and Berry Street. There will be
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further sessions undertaken in early December 2015,
including with the National Council of Churches and
the Barwon and Western District Areas Children’s
Resources Program.
I can assure the member that we will be working with
key partners to deliver further information and training
sessions about the child safe standards in 2016. We
know there is more work that needs to be done, and we
will have more to say about this over coming months,
but by providing all of these resources as well as the
information sessions we are assisting organisations to
get ready for the rollout of both phase 1 and phase 2,
particularly those voluntary organisations that do not
receive government funding — our sporting clubs, for
example — and which are not accustomed to the same
level of compliance or regulatory processes as, say, our
child and family welfare organisations. We will assist
them to be ready for the rollout of phase 2 from
1 January 2017.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — On that
point, and this is the final point I would like to make on
this, is the minister providing the information to all
government-funded organisations by writing to them,
or is it up to those organisations to make contact with
the centre of excellence or the department?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank the member for her further
question on these matters. I am advised that the
Department of Health and Human Services has a
funded agency channel, which is essentially an email
distribution list, through which it is providing
information to approximately 2000 providers. In
addition to that, we are working across government so
that other departments can similarly provide
appropriate information to their stakeholders. In
addition to this, we have been meeting and providing
information to various peak bodies so that they too can
provide appropriate information to their membership
bases.
Ms SPRINGLE (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
am grateful for the minister’s commitment to legislation
regarding compliance that will be introduced into the
Parliament next year. I am wondering if there is any
possibility of the minister giving us any more detail
about how the mechanisms for compliance will work,
particularly for category 2 organisations and entities.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Ms Springle for her question. Her
question goes beyond the scope of this particular bill; it
goes to matters pertaining to further legislation that will
be coming to the Parliament. Obviously that legislation
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will be the subject of discussions with appropriate
stakeholders and will come to the Parliament at a later
date. I can advise the member that we are intending to
introduce legislation to provide for monitoring and
oversight functions for the child safe standards. The
legislation also seeks to confer particular powers on an
oversight body to oversee compliance with the
standards.
We will obviously have a lot more to say about that as
time goes on, but we are working on providing
appropriate supports, as I indicated, to those
organisations that fall within phase 1 of the rollout of
the standards as well as phase 2. For those organisations
that sit under phase 2, as I indicated before, these are
organisations that are currently not subject to the same
level of regulation as those covered by phase 1 because
they typically are not government-funded or regulated
organisations, so we need to ensure that they have that
additional time to get ready. That is why we are doing
this staged rollout, so that essentially those
organisations get the benefit of another year to prepare
for 1 January 2017.
Ms SPRINGLE (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My second question goes to the bill’s proposal to
address and implement recommendation 13.1 of the
Betrayal of Trust report, which pertains to the Victorian
government identifying effective approaches to support
peak bodies to build preventative capacity in sectors
that interact with children and to identify ways to
encourage smaller organisations to be affiliated with
peak bodies for this purpose. I wonder if the minister
could outline how the bill implements that
recommendation.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Ms Springle for her further query.
In response to Ms Crozier earlier I indicated the range
of materials and resources we are providing to
organisations that fall within the scope of this
legislation, and there is a range of material that is being
developed. In addition we are working with various
peak organisations to provide appropriate supports and
to receive feedback on any additional supports that
people may require.
We also have the Commission for Children and Young
People playing an important role. It has assisted us in
the development of the child safe standards. From 2016
the Commission for Children and Young People will
play a capacity-building and advisory support role for
organisations, and the commission will also be assisting
with the development of further resources to assist
organisations to improve child safety within
themselves.
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Ms SPRINGLE (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Just on that, is it the government’s view that smaller
organisations should be joining peak bodies? Is it to
encourage that, or is it simply a matter of providing
resources that they may or may not utilise?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — We are not directing any organisation as
to whether it should be a member of a peak body. That
is just one vehicle by which information is being
provided — through peaks to their membership base.
There is already a manual that is on the departmental
website, and there are other resources that will be made
available as well to organisations. They may choose to
do that through their peak, but not exclusively.
Obviously the peaks will have the ability to provide
tailored information to their own membership base that
will be relevant to those particular members in that
particular sector.
As I explained in the summing-up, we have made a
very deliberate decision not to be overly prescriptive in
the standards because we know that one size will not fit
all. The needs of different sectors will be varied, and it
is important that organisations have the ability to
develop standards that are suitable for their particular
sector — for example, the needs of a sporting
organisation will differ from the needs of an
organisation in the child and family welfare sector.
Ms SPRINGLE (South Eastern Metropolitan) — In
relation to the tools and templates, have they been
released yet? If so, are they on the website, or where
can they be obtained by organisations?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I can advise Ms Springle that, while the
manual is already on the website, the other tools and
templates will be imminently also put on the website —
certainly before the end of the year.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — The
minister mentioned that the Commission for Children
and Young People will have an ongoing role in relation
to monitoring and other areas of ensuring that the child
safe standards are adhered to. In the former
government’s response to the report handed down by
the Family and Community Development Committee,
there was a commitment that the development of a
reportable conduct scheme would be undertaken. In
doing so, the government at the time provided
$10 million for the implementation of a number of
initiatives, of which the introduction of a new
reportable conduct scheme for organisations would be
one. It is my understanding that a majority or a
significant proportion of that $10 million was to go to
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the Commission for Children and Young People. Can
the minister inform the house where that is at in terms
of the funding commitments and what has been
provided to the commission and especially to any other
entities that may have received some of that money?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Ms Crozier for her question.
Ms Crozier would be well aware that the Betrayal of
Trust report itself did not make a specific
recommendation about which organisation should
undertake the oversight functions for the child safe
standards or the reportable conduct scheme. As I have
indicated to the committee already, it is the
government’s clear intention to legislate next year in
respect of putting in place oversight functions for the
child safe standards. It is also the government’s
intention to legislate in respect of putting in place a
reportable conduct scheme.
The government has not as yet made a decision about
the appropriate body to administer these particular
functions. The previous government took a particular
position in relation to these matters, but they were not
specifically spelt out in the Betrayal of Trust report.
Ms Crozier — The government’s response to the
report, do you mean?
Ms MIKAKOS — The previous government took a
particular view in relation to these matters when it
responded to the Betrayal of Trust report, but that level
of detail was not contained within the Betrayal of Trust
report recommendations themselves. As I have
indicated, our government is yet to make a decision
about the appropriate body to undertake these particular
functions, and obviously that will be developed as part
of the drafting and development of the legislation that
will come to the Parliament next year.
There is resourcing that has been set aside in respect of
undertaking those particular functions, but given that
they are not yet in place and given that the legislation
will be coming to the Parliament next year, that
particular funding in respect of oversight has obviously
not yet been allocated.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I thank
the minister for the response. I am well aware of what
the report actually did recommend. I have to say that it
was not within our terms of reference to be directing
government on where appropriate funding would be
delivered. Nevertheless, in the government’s response
$10 million was allocated. It was put into the 2014–15
budget.
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Ms Mikakos — Yes, and there was no legislation
from your government.
Ms CROZIER — The $10 million was allocated,
Minister, and my question is: where is that $10 million?
Where has it gone to?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I just told Ms Crozier that it has not been
allocated.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — It has
not been allocated to any function or any organisation,
including the Commission for Children and Young
People. The minister has said that she has not made a
decision on where it is going to, but it is clear it will not
be going to the commission.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Ms Crozier is seeking to put words in my
mouth. Let us be very clear about this. The
parliamentary committee did not make a clear
recommendation about which body should undertake
these functions. The previous government put aside
some funding and did not introduce legislation into the
Parliament, so in terms of announcing the money there
was no body to send that money to or legislative
powers to exercise those particular functions in the term
of the previous government.
What we have done is develop the child safe standards
legislation through a very extensive consultation
process with various peak organisations, and I have
indicated to the committee that we will be taking
further action in respect of the other recommendations
of the Betrayal of Trust report. We will have legislation
that will relate to the oversight mechanism, and we will
have legislation that will relate to the reportable
conduct scheme, and therefore funding will flow
accordingly once that legislation is in place. There is no
body currently that has those particular regulatory
functions, so I am not quite sure how Ms Crozier could
be suggesting that the money could be allocated, given
that there is currently no agency within government that
has the ability to exercise those particular functions.
Funding has been allocated to the commission in
respect of its capacity-building role because the
commission will be playing that role from next year.
When decisions have been made by government about
the appropriate body to administer the oversight
functions for the child safe standards and the reportable
conduct scheme, obviously the remaining funding will
then be allocated.
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Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I am
just trying to ascertain where the $10 million has gone
to, whether it has been reallocated. Ten million dollars
was committed by the previous government, and I am
wondering whether it has been reallocated into some
other area. The minister has just mentioned that some
money was allocated to the Commission for Children
and Young People, and I would like to know how much
that actually was.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I have responded to Ms Crozier’s
questions in terms of the funding.
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms MIKAKOS — Ms Crozier is choosing to take a
particular interpretation. I have made it very clear. I
have said that the funding has not been allocated
because there is no body to send that funding to.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I have
just asked the minister how much money was allocated
to the Commission for Children and Young People.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank Ms Crozier for her question. I am
advised that the department is currently in negotiations
with the commission around the allocation of funding
that relates to the capacity-building role that the
commission will be undertaking from next year. But I
want to make it clear to Ms Crozier, who is seeking to
suggest what may have happened to the $10 million,
that the money that will go to the appropriate oversight
body once that legislation has been put in place
remains. It has not been allocated to any other
organisation or been spent for any other purpose. The
money will be made available once the legislation has
been put in place. As I indicated to the committee
earlier, that will be occurring next year.
Clause agreed to; clauses 2 to 16 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Report adopted.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT
(FAIR GO RATES) BILL 2015
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 November; motion of
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State).
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I am
pleased to rise and make a contribution to the debate on
the Local Government Amendment (Fair Go Rates)
Bill 2015. I note in the first instance that the coalition
will not oppose this bill.
It is important to understand some of the background to
this bill. It is important to understand the sequence of
events by which this piece of legislation has been
arrived at by the government. It is important also to
understand that this bill does not do what it claims to
do.
This local government amendment bill, the so-called
‘fair go rates bill’, is not in fact a fair go rates bill. It is a
bill that singularly fails to achieve the primary objective
that the government set for it. In May last year the then
Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly, Daniel
Andrews, made an announcement. He promised that, if
elected, Labor would introduce a very simple policy to
cap council rates at the CPI. Unfortunately this promise
has already been breached in this financial year. The
policy did not say that the government would cap rates
at the CPI but in the first instance let councils run free
for a year with higher rises than the CPI.
In this financial year the average rate rise statewide is
3.8 per cent; the CPI to 30 June was 1.1 per cent. Make
no mistake, there is an enormous and growing chasm, a
bigger one than has existed in previous years, between
the CPI and the rate rise that has been put in place
around the state.
I have enormous sympathy for our councils. I think
they do a very good job across the state, which is not to
say that every councillor or council provides the perfect
outcome for their community. By and large most
councils do a very good job and are focused on
delivering services for their community. Councils
provide a whole list of different activities and base
services, some statutory ones, others that they choose to
provide at a local level and still others that are
subsequent to agreements with other levels of
government in terms of the services that they provide.
Labor’s policy from 5 May 2014 was:
Victorian Labor will force councils to cap their rates at
consumer price index … and justify any further increases.
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Councils wishing to raise their rates above CPI must appeal to
the independent Essential Services Commission … and
justify any rate increases.
Under Labor, councils increasing their rates will be
accountable for how they spend ratepayers money.

There is a legitimate case for assessing the impact on
families of council rating policies; they have a
significant impact on family budgets.
Ms Shing — So you don’t support it?
Mr DAVIS — What I support is the government
delivering its election policy, which it is not doing.
Ms Shing — Do you support rate capping?
Mr DAVIS — I support the government delivering
its election promise, which it has not done yet and does
not do in this bill. What I say is that rate capping, as
promised by the government, is not being delivered in
this bill. The government is setting up an arrangement
that is very different from the CPI. The community
understands exactly what the CPI is; it is published by
the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) from time to
time.
Ms Shing — And by the Department of Treasury
and Finance and the Reserve Bank.
Mr DAVIS — Unfortunately it is not published by
Treasury and Finance. The one that the community
understands is published by the ABS, and that is a key
point on which I think the community will in general
agree with.
Let me say something about the actual rate rises that are
put forward this year by councils. This is under the
government’s election promise. The government has
delivered in Murrindindi an 8.19 per cent rise; in
Wangaratta Daniel Andrews has delivered a 6.99 per
cent rise; in Whitehorse he has delivered a 6.84 per cent
rise; in Mitchell he has delivered a 6.82 per cent rise; in
South Gippsland he has delivered a 6.63 per cent rise;
in Monash, a 6.46 per cent rise under Daniel Andrews
this financial year under his election policy. In Ballarat
it is a 6.16 per cent rise, in Hindmarsh a 6.12 per cent
rise, in Moyne a 5.73 per cent rise and in Buloke a
5.68 per cent rise. These are the rises in rates under the
arrangements that Daniel Andrews has put in place
under his policy after his election announcement.
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Daniel Andrews has gone further. He has cut funding to
local government by $38 million in this year, and not
just the country roads and bridges program. If we look
at the budget papers, we can see very clearly that the
payments to local government fall by $88 million, with
$50 million added in in terms of the interface councils,
bringing it to a net 38 per cent cut statewide by Daniel
Andrews.
Let us be clear here so that the community will
understand what is going on. You cannot with one hand
cap rates while the other hand tears money out of local
councils. Daniel Andrews has made the decision to rip
money out of local government — $38 million is
extraordinary — at a time when he says he is capping
rates at CPI.
A key point here is that Daniel Andrews has also
embarked on a course of jacking up charges and fees
elsewhere across the system. He says on the one hand
that he wants to cap rates at the CPI. He is taking
money out of local government. At the same time he is
putting more responsibilities on councils without the
proper support, and he is preparing the way for a rise in
fees and charges across the local government sector.
The community should understand what Daniel
Andrews said in the election period, and I am going to
quote him because Daniel Andrews and Tim Pallas,
who is now the Treasurer, were very clear in what they
had to say about taxes, fees, charges, levies and debt at
that time.
On 4 September 2014 Daniel Andrews was asked by
Jon Faine:
Are you going to put taxes up?

Daniel Andrews replied:
Of course we’re not. We’re not going to tax our way into —
we reduce taxes, Jon, we reduce WorkCover premiums. We
ran a AAA budget, that’s the fact of the matter.

On 5 November 2014 a member of the public called
into Jon Faine’s show and said:
Morning, Jon. Mr Andrews, if you don’t get the federal funds,
will you either cut your infrastructure program for public
transport or will you raise taxes?

Daniel Andrews said:
Well, David, we’re not — thank you for your call, firstly,
David. I’m not interested in raising taxes.

Ms Shing — Which is yet to begin.
Mr DAVIS — He said that he would cap rates at the
CPI, and this is not the CPI. The CPI is at 1.1 per cent
to 30 June, and he has ratcheted rates up more than that.

On 5 November, at a press conference, Mr Andrews
was asked:
You’ve said there won’t be any new fees or fines. What about
changes to new fines, fees, what about increases?
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Daniel Andrews replied:
There is an indexation arrangement …

The questioner asked:
Besides indexation?

Daniel Andrews replied:
No, we’re not interested in making it harder for Victorian
families, we’re about delivering common sense, fresh
thinking, new ideas, practical plans that will improve the
services …

The questioner asked:
So that’s a rock-solid commitment that fees and fines,
charges, none will go up other than indexation over four
years?

Mr Andrews replied:
That’s exactly right, and we will provide.

On 19 November, at the Sky News election forum,
journalist David Speers asked Mr Andrews:
So any higher taxes, levies?

Mr Andrews said:
Absolutely not. We’re not in the business of trying to solve
problems in TAFE and schools … higher taxation will not fix
those problems.

David Speers said:
I just want to nail this list down …

Mr Andrews said:
The answer is a very simple one: no increases. And the
question also related to new charges; I have no intention of
introducing new charges.

I could go on and on and on. Even after the election,
Mr Guy asked the Premier what would occur in terms
of taxes and charges, and Mr Andrews replied:
I again make it very clear to him … to all members of this
house … we intend to honour each and every one of the
commitments we have made.

The problem here is that the government is now
moving towards an increase in fees and charges at local
government level — statutory fees and charges.
Whatever the merits of these things, they fall squarely
within the government’s gamut.
Recommendation 17 of the Essential Services
Commission (ESC) report on rate capping states:
The commission recommends that the government consider
amending the Local Government Act 1989 to require that
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service rates and charges must reflect the efficient costs of
providing the underlying service.

The response:
The government accepts the recommendation to consider
amending the act to require that service rates and charges
must reflect the efficient costs of providing the underlying
service …

We know also that the Minister for Planning,
Mr Wynne, has ordered a review of statutory planning
charges, and it is clear that statutory planning charges
are about to surge. On the one hand the Premier is
saying he is going to cap rates at CPI, but then he
brings forward bogus legislation. On the other hand
Mr Andrews is preparing to jack up charges, to increase
charges and to increase fees on families through local
government and through other sources.
If a rate capping regime is to mean anything, it also
means holding at indexation levels those fees and
charges. The problem for Daniel Andrews is that he
made solemn promises to the people of Victoria that he
would cap rates at CPI. He also promised he would
keep increases to charges and fees at no more than the
indexation levels, and instead of that we have already
seen a number of cases where new taxes and new fees
and charges have been put in.
There have been things like the fire services levy; there
have been massive increases across the state. It is
important again to put on the record that statewide there
has been a 7.2 per cent increase in the fire services levy.
This is a huge increase. It is nearly seven times the CPI,
and that is despite a solemn promise that statutory
charges and fees and levies would not go up beyond
indexation. The solemn promise made by Mr Andrews
has been breached in that respect as well. He is a
tax-and-spend Premier. He is a Premier who is going to
hit families with charges, hit them with fees, hit them
with levies and hit them with a whole range of different
ways of scooping money out, at the same time as
cutting government funding to local councils while
expecting councils to pick up the slack, to pick up the
difficulty.
It is very interesting to see exactly what the fire services
levy means in certain areas. In the Alpine shire there
has been an 8 per cent rise in the fire services levy this
year. When people get their rates notices, they will see
an 8 per cent rise in the Alpine shire, and they will have
expected their rates and their rates notice to be going up
by no more than 1.1 per cent — the CPI. It is a question
of what the council does in terms of the overall charges,
but the state government has to lead by example. It is
clearly not leading by example in Ararat, where it is
6.3 per cent. In Ballarat it is 8.5 per cent; in Banyule it
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is 9.3 per cent; and in Bayside it is 12.5 per cent. In
Boroondara, where I live, there is 12.7 per cent surge in
the fire services levy. There is a 10.8 per cent surge in
Casey, and there is a 10.2 per cent surge in
Gannawarra.
These are entirely controlled by the state government.
This is the responsibility of Daniel Andrews. His failure
to run things efficiently and properly is seeing a hit on
families, a hit on their budget and a hit on their hip
pocket, and Mr Andrews has the temerity to lecture
councils and to lecture the community about costs and
charges. Let me tell you, members of the community
will very soon find out. They are already finding out
with these rate notices as they go out. They can see the
increases, they can see that Daniel Andrews has broken
his promise to cap rates at the CPI, and they can see that
he has broken — —
Ms Shing — On a point of order, Acting President,
Mr Davis is in fact misleading the house by referring to
an alleged broken promise by the Premier on a rate
capping policy that has not actually commenced, which
does not commence until 1 July 2016, by indicating, to
quote him, that ratepayers are expecting to see rates
capped at 1.1 per cent, at CPI. He then went on to refer
to various other charges that in fact have no bearing on
the policy as it stands at this point and is yet to be
introduced.
Mr DAVIS — On the point of order, Acting
President, this is firmly within the gamut of the bill.
Furthermore, in response to the comment that was
made, which was longer than a point of order — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Dunn) — Order!
Mr Davis, I will just take it at that, because this is not a
time for debate. Ms Shing, there is no point of order. I
am satisfied that Mr Davis is talking to the bill before
us.
Mr DAVIS — The key point here is that the
Premier said he would cap rates at CPI, and he has not.
Ms Shing interjected.
Mr DAVIS — He never said that. He never said
‘from 2015’. He said he would cap rates, and he has
not. He has not capped rates at the CPI, and even this
bill will not do so either. That is the key point here. The
bill will amend the Local Government Act 1989 and the
Essential Services Commission Act 2001 to implement
a system so that the annual council rate increases will
be capped by reference to increases in the consumer
price index, unless a council has obtained approval for a
higher increase from the Essential Services
Commission. It will be this particular system that the
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government claims will have certain impacts, but I do
not believe it will. To be completely clear, this bill
gives all power, total power, to the minister.
What the bill does is lock in an arrangement where the
wage price index (WPI) will be a key determinant of
council rate rises. The wage price index is not the CPI;
it is a separate matter from the CPI. So even in the
legislation itself it is clear that the CPI is only a factor
and is not the primary determinant of what will occur.
The primary determinant is the whim of the minister.
The minister can take advice — she is required to take
advice — but then she or a future minister could do
precisely what they wished. They could cap rates at a
high level or they could cap rates at a lower level, and if
people were prepared to read section 185B of act as it
stands today, they would see that the minister has
powers now to do these things. She could have capped
rates at the CPI, pursuant to her promise, already. I will
read out section 185B of the Local Government Act for
the benefit of the chamber so members can understand:
Minister may give directions concerning rates and
charges
(1) The Minister may, by Order published in the
Government Gazette, direct a Council specified in the
Order that the Council’s general income in respect of a
financial year —
(a) is not to exceed the Council’s general income in
respect of a specified previous financial year; or
(b) is not to exceed a specified percentage of the
Council’s general income in respect of a specified
previous financial year.
(2) The Minister may specify a percentage of more than, or
less than, 100% under subsection (1)(b).

The minister has directing powers already for rate
capping and has chosen not to use them this year. She
has chosen instead to hit family budgets across the
state, and that is Daniel Andrews’s decision. He has
decided to breach his election promise and to clobber
people across the state, despite the position he took to
the election. This is a fundamental breach by the Labor
Party of its election promise. It is a fundamental breach
with the community of Labor’s proposal to cap fees,
charges and levies, and the fire services levy is the key
point I would make in respect of that.
It is interesting to read sections of the second-reading
speech. If anyone doubts that wages will be the primary
determinant here, or a key determinant, the
second-reading speech says:
Providing for the cap to be adjusted above or below the
forecast change in the CPI —
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note that it is not the actual CPI but the forecast
change —
provides flexibility for other matters such as wage pressures
or efficiency dividends to be taken into account where
appropriate.

Note the significance of the wages there and the links of
the government to the local government union. It is
very clear that the government is going to use a wage
price index to justify increases that are far beyond the
actual CPI. The wage price index is a major
determinant that is listed in the bill. The government
has accepted this formula from the Essential Services
Commission. It has said that it accepts this in principle
and will implement it for the first year. That is a very
important point, and if you look at recommendation 4
from the Essential Services Commission and the
government’s response to the Essential Services
Commission final report, the recommendation from the
Essential Services Commission is that the annual rate
cap should be calculated as — and I am going to read
this because the community should understand
precisely what will make up this bogus index that is
being created here:
Annual rate cap
= (0.6 × rate of increase in CPI)
+ (0.4 × rate of increase in WPI)

the wage price index —
where: CPI = DTF’s forecast published in December each
year —

note the forecast, and the Department of Treasury and
Finance (DTF) has a shocking track record on
predicting this —
WPI = DTF’s forecast published in December each year
The efficiency factor should initially be set at zero in 2016–17
and increase by 0.05 percentage points each year from 2017–18.
The commission will undertake a detailed productivity analysis
of the sector to assess the appropriate long-term rate for the
efficiency factor.

The government’s response says:
The government accepts in principle the ESC’s proposed
approach to the calculation of the cap in the early years of the
system —

whatever that exactly means. It goes on:
However, in the government’s view, flexibility should always
be retained by the minister to consider different factors or
weightings to be taken into account at the outset of the system
and as circumstances confronting the sector evolve.
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To make it very clear, this bill gives the minister
supreme power to set the level for each council — high,
low or in between — as she sees fit. She is required to
consult and she is required to take on board the points
made by the Essential Services Commission, but she is
not required to implement them. But this point here
states:
The government notes the ESC’s rationale for recognising the
limited capacity for councils to adjust their wage costs
immediately and therefore for taking the WPI into account in
setting the initial cap.

Here you go: those are actually the government’s own
words. The government is going to implement a system
that does not cap rates at the CPI. It does not cap rates
at the CPI; it caps them at a different rate with a huge
weighting for salaries — salaries that are way beyond
what is being paid in the private sector in fact, salaries
that are way beyond what the community was to expect
in terms of the CPI. It is fundamentally that breach in
promise by Daniel Andrews that will come home to
haunt him.
The government also notes the inclusion of an
efficiency factor. It is a very small efficiency factor, but
whether it is needed in this particular form is a different
question altogether. The government goes further. It is
worth reminding the community that wages have
increased in the local government sector well beyond
the CPI. That is worth noting. I will put some of these
on the record to give people some flavour of the
increases in enterprise bargaining agreements (EBAs)
in the local government sector.
I make the point here very strongly that I think most
council workers do a stunningly good job, and I think
they deserve to be well remunerated. I think they
deserve to have decent enterprise agreements, but we
should not believe that you can jack up wages in the
local government sector and not pay for them. If you
are cutting state government funding to councils and
loading councils with more responsibility, like Daniel
Andrews has this year with a $38 million cut to local
government, it is very hard for councils to adjust. They
have fixed arrangements with their EBAs which are
well beyond the CPI and ought to have been known to
Daniel Andrews before he ticked off on a policy that
said Labor would cap rates at CPI.
Let me read some of these. In the case of Ballarat
council, its EBA expires on 30 September 2016, but on
30 September 2013 the salary increase in the EBA was
3.6 per cent, or $35. On 30 September 2014 it was
3.6 per cent, or $35. And on 30 September this year it
was 3.6 per cent, or $35. How do you, as a local
council, where perhaps half, or in some cases more, of
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your costs are in staffing, deal with these matters when
you have got an EBA that has locked in arrangements
at a particular figure — 3.6 per cent, or $35, on
30 September. At Banyule it was 3.35 per cent annually
in 2014 and 2015 and will be 3.3 per cent in 2016. In
the case of Bayside City Council it is 3.5 per cent
annually, or $35. In the case of Benalla it is 3.8 per
cent, or $38. In Cardinia it is 3.2 per cent. In Casey
3.9 per cent is the figure. In Corangamite it is 3.4 per
cent. In East Gippsland it is 3 per cent. In the case of
Frankston it is 3.25 per cent. In Glen Eira it is 3.7 per
cent. In Glenelg it will be 3.9 per cent in 2016 and is
3.8 per cent this year.
I am giving the community and the chamber the very
clear flavour of the increases that are in salary
arrangements at our councils. In Geelong it was 3.3 per
cent last year and 3.5 per cent this year and on 9 July
2016 there will be a 3.5 per cent increase. In Greater
Shepparton it was 3.05 per cent in 2015 and it will be
3.05 per cent in 2016.
Ms Shing — On a point of order, Acting President, I
wish to draw Mr Davis’s attention to the fact that all of
the rates he has just listed were in fact removed as
weightings for wages in the minister’s response to the
Essential Services Commission report at the beginning
of November, so I would ask that you ask Mr Davis to
bring himself back to the content of the bill at hand.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Dunn) — Order!
That is not a point of order.
Mr DAVIS — I will endeavour to resist the
carry-on and focus on the details of the bill. The key
point here is that in all of these council areas the EBA
pay rises are significantly over the inflation rate,
remembering that to 30 June the inflation rate in the
Melbourne area, which is the major
population-significant zone, was 1.1 per cent. This
government proposes to entrench payments of a much
greater character as part of its accepted formula. The
government uses that formula and tries to pass off this
bogus, made-up index that nobody has heard of
before — it has been created as an absolute fiction — to
try to claim that it has capped rates at the CPI. In fact it
has not capped rates this year. It will not cap rates under
these arrangements. It will not cap rates even remotely
near the CPI if these sorts of arrangements are
entrenched, as the government itself says they will be.
Entrenching these will make it more difficult to achieve
good outcomes for households and businesses in terms
of their rates. I think it is legitimate to look at council
efficiency and I welcome examinations of productivity
across councils around the state. Many councils have
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taken very significant strides to improve their
productivity. We heard in the chamber today of a
measure the Daniel Andrews government introduced
which worked directly against efficiency and
productivity. We heard that the government put in place
a public holiday on grand final eve, and the figures I
have seen from peak bodies in the local government
sector suggest that the hit in direct costs and on
productivity of the grand final parade public holiday
was between $13 million and $14 million.
Local government has got to suck up that cost. There is
no supplementation proposed by the government for the
cost burden it has imposed on local government
through this extra holiday. The government expects
local government to deliver a so-called ‘rates capped at
CPI’ policy while it imposes all of these additional
burdens and costs. Certainly I, as I have moved around
the state — and I think many others in this chamber
will have also — have seen local governments looking
closely at what is important to their areas and what they
ought to provide. They are obviously looking at their
statutory requirements and the statutory services they
must provide. They are looking at the services they
have agreements with the state and the commonwealth
and other agencies to provide. Then they are looking at
the other important services they provide.
It would be interesting to see how many people could
list the long list of local government services. It is a
huge list. The number of services is well over 100. I
pay tribute to the significant commitment and ability of
local government to provide for its community, but this
is being challenged by the Daniel Andrews government
and its set of policies. I do not think that the rate
capping policy should be used in operation. You have
to view the cuts by the state government and the freeze
by the federal government and, importantly, the
additional burdens that are loaded on to local
government as the government’s policies go forward.
This is going to make it difficult for local government.
Local government around the state is looking closely at
services. We have heard some country municipalities
say, ‘We may not be able to continue to provide all the
school crossing supervisors that we provide’. It would
be a sad outcome if Daniel Andrews’s cuts to key
programs had that effect in country Victoria.
In country Victoria the country roads and bridges
program was a very important program — $40 million
a year across 40 councils times four years. If the
coalition government had been returned, that program
would have been renewed, but this government has not
renewed it. It has put in place a program which is not a
copy of the country roads and bridges program, is not
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paid directly to local government and does not
particularly focus on those council roads that are such
an important part of our system in country Victoria.
Councils had certainty, predictability and a significant
fillip for their budgets that enabled them to focus long
term on those key country roads and bridges. Without
those supports the quality that we have come to expect
of country roads and bridges will be diminished. There
is no question that that is what is going to occur. The
cutting of the country roads and bridges program by
Daniel Andrews has had an enormous effect in country
Victoria. Wherever you go, people talk about that
program. It should have been protected. It should have
been renewed. It should have been put in place for the
longer haul so that councils across the state could
continue to provide those services that their
communities so much need.
Our councils are a diverse group. Think about the larger
metropolitan councils and the enormous range and
complexity of services they provide. Think about the
interface councils that manage the enormous growth
that is occurring, whether that be in Whittlesea, Hume,
Wyndham, Casey or Cardinia. The interface councils
carry a huge burden. They have growing revenue
because they have growing populations, but they also
have very significant challenges in managing that
population growth. Victoria’s population grows by
almost 100 000 a year, and a significant proportion of
that is in the interface councils. Whilst these councils
make the point that when they get more population they
get more revenue and that that assists them, at the same
time they have to provide more services and more
infrastructure, and that is a challenge for them.
Think about the important group of peri-urban councils,
which have been very much forgotten by this
government. They are rural councils with significant
nodes of population growth that bring many of the
challenges of the interface councils. Surf Coast, Golden
Plains, Baw Baw and Murrindindi are in the peri-urban
group of councils. Moorabool faces a significant
challenge. A really significant growth node like
Bannockburn in Golden Plains requires enormous
infrastructure and focus for the council. At the same
time it does not have the level of support that it needs
from the state government. More has to be done.
The coalition made a policy statement recently that as
part of the refresh of Plan Melbourne, if it were elected,
there would be much greater recognition of those
peri-urban councils. It is important that their
contribution to the growth of the state is recognised in
forward planning documents like Plan Melbourne but
also in terms of financial support by the state
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government. What has this government done? It has cut
the country roads and bridges program, which was a
direct hit to those councils. It is going to make it very
difficult for them. They already have dispersed
populations with population growth nodes but still
relatively low population densities, bringing unique
challenges for those councils.
Then we look at the straight country municipalities. I
have visited many of these municipalities, and I am
grateful for the encouragement and generosity of people
around the state as I have moved around, the good spirit
and good sense that they respond with, and the ideas
and the preparedness to knuckle down. To the north of
the state I look at shires like Buloke, which has faced
really significant challenges in terms of natural disasters
over recent years and population decline. What does
this government reward such shires with? Cuts to
country roads and bridges — that is the primary take
out. What has this government done to support them?
Very little, and it needs to do much more.
It is interesting that, as many members of the Liberal
Party and The Nationals supported by-election
campaigns in the south-west of the state, a constant
theme that came through was the cut to the country
roads and bridges program. I think this government has
misjudged it. The idea that this problem could be
solved by creating some other badged program and
then spending the overwhelming bulk or a large
proportion of that new program not via councils in
country Victoria but in the surrounds and hinterland of
Mulgrave was not the right way for the state
government to go. While Daniel Andrews, who
represents the Assembly electorate of Mulgrave, might
be happy on a local member level, the community of
country Victoria will not be happy with him at all.
My point in commenting on the enterprise agreements
is that there is one group of them that is now set for a
number of years, but other enterprise agreements are
due to expire in the forthcoming period. For Bass Coast
30 September this year is the nominal expiry date; for
Mansfield it is 7 November. I am giving some
examples here. Yarra Ranges is this year, Ararat is
October 2016 and Ballarat is September 2016. The
forthcoming period when these EBAs expire will be
significant for whether the government can manage
costs and rates if the EBAs allow very high rises and
then incorporate the surge in costs through the formula
that the government has now ticked.
The government has incorporated a wage price index
into that index, creating a funny new index that nobody
has ever heard of and which the government sort of
claims is capping at the CPI. No, that is not right. We
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know that is not right, and the community knows that is
not right. The community knows what the CPI is. If we
were to walk down to Bourke Street now and ask,
‘Who puts the CPI figure out?’, we would universally
get the answer, ‘It is the Australian Bureau of
Statistics’, a national independent body that provides
the CPI on the basis of data collected and actual results,
not on some Treasury boffin model — not on some
funny money calculation that has a wage price index in
it to fatten it up that you twist around and, hey presto, if
you put it in a big black box and turn it a few times, out
pops a funny number we are going to use. Does the
community really think that a funny number arrived at
through a black box formula with no validity
whatsoever is the way it is going to go? I think the
community will think this is not the way to go.
We know what the CPI is, and we know what the
government promised. My view is that the government
did promise that and that the community did hear that.
It was not our policy before the election, and the
community voted on that. The job of the opposition and
indeed opposition parties is to hold the government to
account for its promises, to ensure that the government
implements its promises to the letter and to ensure that
the government is held to account for the outcomes of
those policies as well.
I want to make another couple of points before I
conclude, because I think people have got the flavour of
what I am saying. If you look at the bill itself, you will
see that the government entrenches in it a definition. In
clause 3, ‘Definitions’, on page 3 it says:
CPI means the forecast Melbourne consumer price index, as
published in the budget update prepared under the Financial
Management Act 1994 …

The government bells the cat on itself here. This is not
the CPI as laid out by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS), which must by necessity be a
historical figure and must reflect what has actually
happened. We all understand how Treasury works.
Treasury officials are responsive when ministers talk to
them directly, and they are responsive when they are
lent upon to get certain outcomes. We understand that
Treasury does not accurately predict the CPI in every
budget year on year. There is no mechanism for proper
correction if it overshoots or undershoots or shoots in
some different direction. The point is that this is not —
I repeat, not — the CPI that is understood by the
general community.
I see Mrs Peulich nodding. If you went down the street
in Springvale, in Frankston or in any of those other
areas in the south-east, people there would know that
the CPI is a sacrosanct figure that is a real figure and a
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genuine estimate of what is happening in the economy
and in the community as calculated by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics. The ABS does not muck around
with these figures, and its officials are not available for
manipulation and twisting by bureaucrats or by others.
The figures have genuine validity.
I draw the chamber’s attention to the definition of the
consumer price index on the Australian Bureau of
Statistics website. I am going to read this because it is
important in understanding why the community
understands the CPI — the actual, real CPI, not the
funny money concocted CPI the government is trying
to create. The ABS says:
The consumer price index (CPI) is a measure of changes,
over time, in retail prices of a constant basket of goods and
services representative of consumption expenditure by
resident households in Australian metropolitan areas.
The simplest way of thinking about the CPI is to imagine a
basket of goods and services comprising items typically
acquired by Australian households. As prices vary, the total
price of this basket will also vary. The CPI is simply a
measure of the changes in the price of this basket as the prices
of items in it change.
The CPI measures price changes relating to the spending
pattern of metropolitan private households.

There was a reason Daniel Andrews talked about the
CPI in his promise. It is because the community knows
what it is. People in the community know what it
means because it is their own budget. It is their purse. It
is the costs at the supermarket. It is the costs they feel
when they buy shoes for their children and when they
go on a family holiday. All of those things are what
families feel, and that is what the CPI measures. It is
not some bogus figure concocted by bureaucrats over at
1 Treasury Place. It is not some dodgy Labor figure.
We know what Labor is like with money, we know
how it will twist figures and we know how it will play
games. I would rather see the CPI as a real figure by a
real statistician at a real authority — a Canberra-based
authority in this case — that is beyond reproach, not by
some dodgy brothers over the road that are lent on by
Tim Pallas and his mates. The ABS further explains:
The price of the CPI basket in the base period is assigned a
value of 100.0 and the prices in other periods are expressed as
percentages of the price in the base period … The current
reference base period for the CPI is 1989–90.
For practical reasons, the CPI basket cannot include every
item bought by households, but it does include all the
important kinds of items.

I make the point that councils have a very legitimate
point when they say that the CPI does not reflect the
costs of council goods and services. They are right. Of
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course asphalt and concrete are not part of the common
basket of household goods in the CPI. Council costs are
different from household costs, but Daniel Andrews
promised the CPI. He has broken his promise in year 1,
and this bill breaches it further by entrenching different
definitions and different indices that have nothing to do
with the actual CPI. They relate to estimates by
bureaucrats — by a group of boffins over at the
Essential Services Commission — and the variations
process is something I will say something about in a
few minutes.
No, this is not what was promised. This is nothing like
what was promised, and in the end it hands all power to
the minister. The minister can ignore everything and do
as she wishes. Section 185B already provides powers
for the minister, but she has not chosen to exercise them
this year. You have to scratch your head at this. What is
clear is that this is a charade. It is a funny-money
outcome, and the government is not implementing its
fundamental policy. We are not opposing this bill, but it
is my job to point out the deficiencies in the bill and the
fact that it does not deliver on the government’s
election promise.
I want to say something about the challenges of country
councils and the ability to weight things in different
ways here. I think there needs to be some genuine
leniency for country councils. This was not what Daniel
Andrews promised.
Ms Pulford — Yes, it is.
Mr DAVIS — No, it is not what he promised.
Country councils face genuine difficulties, and I think
there is a legitimate case for country councils to have
certain latitudes. It is also important to recognise that
local government is a genuinely democratically elected
institution. Our local government in Victoria, more than
around the rest of the country, performs a very diverse
range of functions and generally has the support of its
community. I put on the record that I think local
government does generally have the support of its
community and reflects local community views.
I also want to say something about the variation
process. The variation process that the government
entrenches with this legislation can ultimately be
ignored by the minister if she sees fit. The minister can
go up or down as she sees fit. I am sure Hansard cannot
see that gesture. The point is that the variation process
does seem legitimate — that is, where some variation
can be justified on legitimate grounds there is some
capacity for that variation. I can think of examples
where, for example, flood or fire impacts and there
could be a need for some significant variation. There is
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also a need for the government to acknowledge that in
such circumstances it may need to have a greater
responsibility to support local government too.
I want to pay tribute to the work of a number of local
government organisations: the Municipal Association
of Victoria, Local Government Professionals and the
Victorian Local Governance Association. They have
marshalled local government to put the case very
strongly about its central role. In fact they have been
successful in having the government step back from its
election policy. We could see this bill as a legislative
instrument being used by the government as a way of
stepping back from its promise to cap rates at the CPI.
It is trying to do it with a big, complex bill with a bogus
index and sneaky calculations — but make no mistake:
this is a bill that steps back from the government’s
election promise to cap rates at the CPI.
As I said, the opposition will not oppose this bill. We
will monitor it very closely. I pay tribute to the work of
the staff of the environment and planning committee,
who have assisted the committee very ably in a lot of its
work on the rate capping reference. In coming weeks
the committee will be able to report on many of these
matters and will have an ongoing monitoring role.
There is one other thing I think is worth putting on the
record. It is my view that as the government bears down
on local government through its cuts and through its
approach, local government will seek to raise other
charges, fees and levies elsewhere. We will see more
parking fines. We will see more statutory charges or
more charges put in place by local government. We will
see more arrangements in terms of pressuring state
government to breach its promises about rates and
charges. I think it is very likely that we will see a series
of local government charges jacked up over the
forthcoming period. That will hit ratepayers directly,
make no mistake. Ratepayers will get it in the neck
under Daniel Andrews.
Finally, I think there is a risk that councils under
financial pressure, particularly through state
government cuts and because of the services that they
are required to carry out by the state government, will
start to look to cut services and slow infrastructure
maintenance. There will be fewer capital projects, and I
think there is a real risk that there will be more debt.
This has to be monitored very closely. Already
councillors and council CEOs have told me that the
wink and the nod from this government is: ‘Jack up
your debt. Push your debt up’. That is the wink and the
nod out there: ‘If you move your rates too far, we’re
going to get very savage, but if you just jack your debt
up, we’ll just look the other way for a little bit’.
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Mr Somyurek — Name them.
Mr DAVIS — I am not going to reveal confidences.
This will be an area that needs to be monitored very
closely. If the government is going to allow councils to
rack up more and more debt, that is going to hit future
ratepayers. We have a very big task to monitor debt at
the local government level. What we do not want to do
is leave debt for our children and leave debt for those
who would want to see proper services into the future.
If you rack up debt now, you will reduce services and
capacity into the future. There are some constructive
types of debt, but there is also frivolous and
non-constructive debt. We have to make sure it is
monitored very closely.
In conclusion, this bill does not achieve what the
government set out to achieve. It is a facade. It is a
sham. It does not cap rates at the CPI, and the
community, families and businesses are going to get it
in the neck as Daniel Andrews breaks his promise.
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
I rise to make a brief contribution to the debate on the
Local Government Amendment (Fair Go Rates) Bill
2015. In bringing this bill to the house the government
is demonstrating it is prepared to do what is right for
Victorians, from local small businesses to
householders. Homeowners in particular will welcome
the relief from exorbitant rate rises that this legislation
brings, while the resultant benefits will flow through to
renters. Businesses and primary producers should also
be applauding the government’s initiatives in relation to
this issue.
Over the last 10 years Victorian councils have raised
their rates by 6 per cent a year on average. That is twice
the rate of CPI. This bill will give the minister the
power to set an average rate cap to limit the percentage
amount by which councils can increase their rates for a
specified financial year. The bill defines the average
rate cap as the percentage amount equal to the change
in the Melbourne CPI for the financial year, as forecast
by the Department of Treasury and Finance, plus or
minus any adjustment specified by the minister.
Mr Davis made it sound like the minister had carte
blanche to set some figure, but that is clearly not the
case. We are talking about CPI figures, and the boffins
at Treasury — as Mr Davis put it — are not going to be
coming up with figures. We are talking about forecast
CPI figures here. In providing for the cap to be adjusted
above or below the forecast change in the CPI, the bill
enables flexibility for matters such as wage pressures or
efficiency dividends to be taken into account where
appropriate.
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My view of the local government in Victoria is that as a
sector it generally delivers value-for-money services in
line with community needs. However, there are a
number of large suburban councils that have been able
to maximise their expenditure due to the large numbers
of rateable properties within their municipalities,
combined with a general acceptance and willingness to
raise rates way beyond inflation. This reform will
ensure that councils decide what is most important for
their residents and ratepayers. Rather than councils
having the capacity to levy huge rises on their
ratepayers without justification, they will now have to
be a lot more focused on determining community
needs.
The cap does, however, provide for some exemptions.
The minister may set different average rate caps to
apply to individual councils or groups of councils in a
given financial year. This will enable the common
needs of, for example, small rural councils or those
affected by natural disasters to be met, should the
minister determine that is the appropriate course of
action.
Where a council seeks to increase its rates by more than
the average rate cap set by the minister, the bill
provides that it may apply to the Essential Services
Commission for approval of a higher cap. Such an
application for a higher rate cap must be made by
31 March in the financial year preceding the capped
year. Approval of a higher rate cap will only be
supported in the following circumstances: where the
Essential Services Commission is satisfied with the
reasons for the proposed rate increase greater than the
average rate cap; where the application for a higher cap
takes account of the views of ratepayers and
communities; where the outcomes being pursued reflect
the efficient use of council resources; where
consideration has been given to alternative budgetary
priorities and funding options; and where the
assumptions and proposals in the application are
consistent with the council’s long-term strategic
planning and financial management instruments.
In summary, the Fair Go rates system will play a central
role in giving Victorian communities the strong,
accountable and efficient local councils they deserve.
The system gives members of the community a real say
in determining their council’s funding priorities and a
measure of control over the rates they are required to
pay. In doing so it not only strengthens our system of
local democracy but it also adds value for money for
local ratepayers.
As a government we have shown we are here to make
the changes needed to improve local governance. This
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bill is part of the reform package to ensure that local
government remains relevant to local communities
while being accountable and efficient at the same time.
I commend the bill to the house.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I rise to speak
on the Local Government Amendment (Fair Go Rates)
Bill 2015. The bill amends the Local Government Act
1989 and the Essential Services Commission Act 2001
to provide a mechanism to set a cap on the increases in
rate revenue able to be levied by a council in a financial
year as well. It also makes consequential amendments.
This bill allows the minister to set a cap on the
increases in rate revenue that can be levied, it allows
councils to apply for a variation to the cap — and in
that a council would need to make an application for
variations to the Essential Services Commission
(ESC) — and it ensures that rate capping is based on
CPI.
In terms of the Greens view in relation to this bill, there
is no doubt we support efficient and well-managed
councils as the voices of local communities. However,
we oppose this bill in its current form due to the lack of
transparency and the significant constraints imposed on
councils. We are very concerned about the impact on
services and infrastructure, particularly in relation to
new infrastructure, infrastructure renewal and
maintenance of that infrastructure.
The Greens will continue to encourage councils to
prepare budgets in consultation with local community
as that is the most appropriate way to engage with rate
setting and the long-term aspirations of a community.
In a climate of cutbacks to local government and
reduced funding from other tiers of government, the
proposed rate cap raises a real risk of severe cuts to
council services that will hit hard in many communities.
The bill proposes that the minister set a cap on rate
increases. Under these amendments the minister may
impose a cap on all councils, a class of councils or a
specified council. The flexibility that this provides to
councils could be welcome; however, it could be
sinister. The capacity of metropolitan councils is very
different to that of cash-strapped interface, regional and
rural councils.
The minister is required to request advice from the
Essential Services Commission but is not compelled to
act on this advice, only to take it into account. Under
the bill the minister could set the cap as they wish.
While safeguards are in place to ensure that politics do
not come into the minister’s decision-making, this
places enormous power and discretion directly in the
minister’s hands. It is essential that the community and
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local government sector have confidence in the process,
that there is transparency and consistency as well as
disclosure of the factors that the minister will take into
account in making their decision and that there is
transparency and disclosure of the factors that are not
being taken into account. What is not clear is how
transparency and consistency will be applied in setting
the cap.
The bill has provisions around councils being able to
seek variations to the rate cap. The Greens welcome the
opportunity for councils to do that, but it presents an
interesting conundrum because applying to the ESC for
a variation means the ESC will be going against the
ministerial directions in setting the cap. The Greens are
concerned that the variation process is effectively an
appeal process against the stipulated annual rate cap
and it appears the ESC is being put in the position of
overturning the minister’s decision in relation to
variations.
We are concerned about the time frames that the bill
proposes. The time frame for seeking a variation is
tight. The minister must set a rate cap by 31 December,
a council must advise the ESC by the end of January of
its intention to apply, the council must apply for a
variation by 31 March and the ESC will take two
months to make a decision. This will see some councils
needing to run two budgets for their community
consultation while awaiting the decision of the
Essential Services Commission — one budget based on
a variation being successful and another for if it is not.
In relation to variations and those councils that are not
successful in achieving a variation, we question the
right of appeal. If the ESC knocks back a variation, it
appears the only avenue for appeal is the ESC.
In relation to the fee proposed for applying for
variation, the Greens do not support councils having to
pay a fee to lodge an application for variation. It is
important that such a process is open, available and not
out of reach for resource-strapped councils. There will
already be a cost to councils in developing an
application. A fee is an additional burden on their
budgets and on ratepayers. We want surety that current
reporting arrangements provide a sufficient basis to
demonstrate that transparency, community engagement
and value for money are being exercised.
In relation to the rate cap being pegged to the CPI, we
are concerned that pegging rate increases to CPI is not a
reasonable reflection of the unavoidable cost pressures
facing councils. For example, rural councils with roads
of significant length have far higher costs in relation to
this infrastructure than metropolitan councils have.
Interface councils, as have been mentioned by
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Mr Davis, face two different pressures. Firstly, there are
those interface councils in growth areas, so they have
burgeoning populations and enormous pressures on
them in terms of providing infrastructure. Even though
they have a greater rate base, the pressure to deliver on
behalf of those communities is exacerbated by the
enormous growth in those areas.

We know that the sector itself provides what is called a
local government cost index. In relation to the work
done around that, and generally done by the Municipal
Association of Victoria, local government costs
typically increase by 1 per cent above the CPI, and that
is a reflection of the fact that councils are not
purchasing that basket of household goods and services.

Then there are those interface councils that are not
growth councils, those councils such as the Mornington
Peninsula Shire Council, the Yarra Ranges Shire
Council and the Nillumbik Shire Council. These
councils have highly dispersed populations which
stretch council resources, and they need to maintain
over 60 footy grounds, seven pools and seven
libraries — enormous infrastructure burdens for those
types of councils because of the make-up of them. They
are not growth councils but they are very large. They
are considered metropolitan but face enormous
challenges in terms of how they provide infrastructure
and services for those communities because of the
highly dispersed nature of their populations.

We note that the wage price index has been removed
from the rate cap, and this is of concern to the Greens.
Wages are a substantial part of council operating costs
and many councils are still covered by enterprise
bargaining agreements. Up to 60 per cent of these
agreements will need to be renegotiated in 2015 and
2016. The wage price index is generally higher than the
consumer price index. Therefore the government needs
to give due consideration to wages in the sector when
setting the annual cap, but there is no surety or certainty
that wages will be a factor.

The Greens are concerned that in her second-reading
speech for the bill the Minister for Local Government
referred to the cap being adjusted above or below the
forecast change in the CPI to provide flexibility for
other matters such as wage pressures or efficiency
dividends to be taken into account where appropriate.
We are gravely concerned about the enormous
discretionary powers in the hands of the minister. If we
look at the current CPI — and yes, we have already
heard debates about CPI, what the measure is and who
is providing that measure that Mr Davis provided for
the house — we see that the Department of Treasury
and Finance website indicates that the current CPI rate
is 1.5 per cent and projects in future years it will be
2.75 per cent. However, is the CPI an appropriate
measure to use in relation to local government
expenditure?
We know that the CPI is a weighted basket of
household goods and services, but council services are
quite different to household services since a greater
proportion of costs are directed to providing
infrastructure and social and community services.
These costs generally exceed other costs in cost
increases in the economy. When we look to what a
council spends money on, we see that it spends money
on wages, service provision and construction. It is not
buying a basket of goods; it is not buying insurance for
a home. Its cost structures are quite different and it
seems completely inappropriate to the Greens that you
would use CPI as a measure for a sector that simply
does not purchase household goods and services.

To put a bit of perspective on exactly how much rates
contribute to taxes generally when you compare across
the tiers of government, we have heard that the rate
notice is a big bill and the rate notice slugs household
budgets. I do not disagree with that. The rate notice is
an incredibly large bill for a household to have to deal
with. However, what we need to keep in perspective in
relation to this is that rates make up 3 per cent of the tax
dollar.
When we look at the three tiers of government and the
tax they collect on behalf of the people of this country,
local governments get 3 cents in the dollar, state
governments get 16 cents in the dollar and the federal
government gets 81 cents in the dollar. Imagine if you
got a federal rate notice for that 81 cents in the dollar —
that would be an enormous bill. Yet we do pay that and
do contribute taxes across three tiers of government.
The difference with local government is that you get it
in an annualised account, so that makes it quite
transparent in terms of what you are paying. I do not
doubt it is a big bill for households, but when you put it
in perspective of the taxes that people pay across the
nation to different tiers, 3 per cent is not a great deal.
In terms of cost of living I do note — and Mr Davis
talked about this a little bit — that we have seen a fire
services levy increase of 7.1 per cent and also
continuing increases in the waste levy. They are
increases that impact on household budgets, and they
are state government charges that unfortunately flow on
to rate notices. There is a view in the community that
they are in fact local government charges. They are not
that at all; they are state government charges.
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I did attend the other place when this bill was
introduced and sat in on the debate in the other place. I
heard many impassioned speeches from the opposition
in relation to the issue at hand about the infrastructure
that councils had brought to their own local electorates
and what a wonderful job local government had done in
relation to infrastructure improvements and community
services. However, when push comes to shove it is all
very well making an impassioned speech, but I note
that the opposition is not opposing this bill. Methinks a
little bit they were crocodile tears in relation to those
impassioned speeches about it.
In terms of council budget processes, they are very
open and very consultative. Councils start in October or
November in terms of determining the outline of their
budget. They look at their council plan on which they
have engaged with their community over a long time.
That sets out the aspirations for their community and
how council will deliver those aspirations. Councils
consult the community on their first draft budget. It is
reviewed by the community, and the community has a
chance to submit their concerns around the budget.
Then council has an opportunity to amend its budget
however it sees fit in relation to those submission
processes. It is a very open process, it is a fair process
and it is a transparent process.
Not all councils get it right. Not all councils do the best
they can do in relation to consultation, but many of
them do get it right and do have the right sort of
dialogue to know that they are getting it right on behalf
of their communities. I am not suggesting, when I talk
on this bill, that occasionally there is not wasteful
spending by local government. In my time as a local
government councillor I always had concerns in
relation to spending around the mayoral ball.
For me this is a piece of frippery. There are far better
ways to recognise community contribution than a
mayoral ball. I know some councils actually run their
mayoral balls on a cost-recovery basis. I do not have a
problem with that, but the use of ratepayers money, I
agree, in that instance could be far better spent on other
things. But this is not the only tier of government that
might go towards frippery and unusual spending in
relation to taxpayers or ratepayers money. I draw your
attention, Acting President, to the acting classes
undertaken earlier this year by ministers of the state. I
would have to think the Lara Bingle drama coach was
probably a matter of frippery at another tier of
government, as was the immovable bookshelf of our
federal Attorney-General — yet another instance of
unusual expenditure at a different tier of government. I
am not suggesting that local governments do not have
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their issues, but on the whole they get it right and do
well in terms of consulting with their communities.
I will talk a little bit about the impacts that councils are
currently facing in terms of costs and what always
seems to be the moving feast in relation to local
government. The biggest one is cost shifting, and I am
only going to talk about two examples, the first one
being libraries. Victoria is funded to the least amount
by state government for its library services. I am just
going to use averages. Local governments are picking
up 80 per cent of the cost of those services, while the
state government is picking up less than 20 per cent. I
think we are on about 18 per cent at the moment in
relation to libraries. It is a valuable service. Every year
we see that funding eroded for library services, with the
burden falling more on local government, and I do
worry, in a rate capping scenario, what is going to
happen in relation to those library services.
The other one I want to highlight is school crossing
supervisors. Interestingly, the 20-80 rule applies in
relation to school crossing supervisors. Once upon a
time they were funded in the order of 80 per cent by
state government. We have seen a complete flip around
of that, and now they are only funded 20 per cent by the
state government and 80 per cent by local government.
They are enormously important services, well valued
by the community, but I do wonder how long local
government can continue to prop up what should be a
state government-provided service and originally was
provided by state government.
The other issue that is always looming for councils is
superannuation liability. For those councils that have a
defined benefit superannuation scheme — and I think
that is all councils — the liabilities in relation to that
vary from council to council depending on how many
staff they still have where those defined benefits apply.
I am going to use a known local reference in relation to
this. When there was the last call-in, Yarra Ranges had
to find a spare $13 million for its council services and
$1.4 million for its library services. We are not talking
about loose change; we are talking about enormous
amounts in relation to what councils may be called on
to find money for. I am concerned how that will play
out in a rate capping scenario.
I was delighted to see the Minister for Local
Government release a second round of interface
funding of $7 million for investment in community
facilities and spaces across interface council areas. It
was to ensure that communities across the state have
access to the community facilities they need. However,
there is a downside to this funding because any
infrastructure a council builds it needs to maintain into

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT (FAIR GO RATES) BILL 2015
4940

COUNCIL

the future. It is the ongoing maintenance of that
infrastructure that is critically at risk. I believe that we
will see councils start to short-change maintenance on
infrastructure as rate capping starts to bite their budgets.
I was delighted also to see that the government had
announced $1.15 million to help Victorian councils
respond to the challenges of climate change. It is
looking at building resilience in communities. The
media release talks about the local government sector
being a critical contributor to addressing climate change
and says that it has already made significant progress in
driving local action. I suspect that driving that local
action might now be at risk because of rate capping,
and as that budget hits these are the things that get the
squeeze.
It was interesting to see the government put out a media
release in relation to the federal government cuts
costing Victoria’s local councils $118 million,
essentially talking about the damage inflicted by the
federal coalition government’s cuts to funding for local
services. I say that rate capping is even worse and will
bite harder than the non-indexation of financial
assistance grants.
Another issue is landfill levies. This is a significant cost
burden for local government. I want to draw the
attention of the house to the recent Victorian
Auditor-General’s report Local Government — 2014–
15 Audit Snapshot, which talks about landfill
remediation and rehabilitation provision. The
Auditor-General is explicit in saying:
Local councils need to define and plan for remediation
liabilities so they do not expose ratepayers to the marked rate
increases to cover costs that could have been foreseen.

This will be another hit on budgets that seem to be
being hit left, right and centre.
In terms of how we think councils should go about
consulting with their community, the Greens note that
the minister says that this system she proposes gives
citizens a real say in determining their council’s
funding priorities. The real way to achieve this is
through deliberative engagement and participatory
democracy. For examples of that we only have to look
to Darebin, where they had a citizens jury in relation to
infrastructure spending; the City of Melbourne, which
ran a people’s panel on allocating their budget; or the
City of Yarra, which ran a citizens jury process in
relation to the municipal strategic statement review.
They are wonderful examples of deliberative
engagement. That is a far better way to engage with
your community on setting rates and delivering on the
aspirations of the community.
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The timing of this is interesting, of course. We know
that next year is a revaluation year, so properties across
Victoria will be revalued as part of a two-year process. I
think ratepayers are going to be very surprised,
particularly if they live in an area where their property
has increased quite significantly in value. They are not
going to be paying an increase based on the CPI but are
going to be paying a far bigger slice of the pie when the
rates are cast across the entire municipality.
The other thing that is interesting in this is that next
year is a local government election year. What I suspect
is going to happen is that any cuts in relation to services
are going to be delayed until after the local government
elections, because I am sure those councillors who are
standing again really do not want to go anywhere near
cutting any services. I think what we are going to see is
cutting around infrastructure and things that are not so
visible and that services will hang in there for next year,
but in year 1 of the new term we will see enormous
changes in relation to the provision of community
services.
There is, of course, a great way to measure the success
of our councillors and how they set budgets. It is
through an election, and it comes around every four
years. It is the real measure of successful engagement
with their community. If they are not representing their
community appropriately, then I suggest the real way
for people to show that this is what they think is for
them to vote out their councillors — or even better, run
for council themselves and do a better job. That is the
test of whether local government councillors are
responding to their community. It is certainly the test
that the Greens subscribe to.
In relation to this bill, the Greens have consulted with a
number of peak groups. Firstly I would like to turn to
what the Victorian Local Governance Association
(VLGA) has said in relation to this bill. I will quote
from the VLGA’s newsletter. The president,
Cr Sebastian Klein, refers to the fact that he was quoted
in the other place in relation to what he had said, which
was:
The best councils keep a tight rein on budgets and only spend
what it takes to get a job done well.

He went on:
However, as the ongoing commentary of the VLGA has
made clear, due consideration must be given to the underlying
financial situation of councils. It is also important that rate
capping must not have the unintended consequence of
reducing services and infrastructure for communities nor
undermine the democratic role of councils.
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The Greens could not agree more with Cr Klein in
relation to that.
I note, too, the comments of Roberta Ryan, associate
professor and director of the University of Technology
Sydney’s Centre for Local Government, who points out
in the November edition of Company Director:
Nothing — big or small — happens in Australia without local
government playing some part …
…
Local government is not just another stakeholder; it is a
democratically elected arm of government with a deep
understanding of its community and is uniquely placed to
shape the delivery of services to meet the community’s needs.

I turn now to the Municipal Association of Victoria
(MAV), which has provided to us some commentary
particularly highlighting what Mr Davis has already
mentioned as well — that the minister already has the
power under the Local Government Act to set rates.
The MAV has also raised concerns about the variation
process that is outlined in the bill. The MAV is
concerned that it does not mention the delivery of
services or infrastructure for ratepayers, and nor does it
refer to best value principles that are in sections 208B
and 208C of the current act. Best value is, of course,
about meeting terms of quality and cost of services,
being responsive to the community, accessibility to the
community, continuous improvement in the provision
of services, regular consultation and regular reporting. I
thank the MAV for its comments in relation to that.
Lastly, I refer to the Australian Services Union (ASU),
for whom Ms Patten presented a petition in this place
earlier this week. Certainly we welcome that petition as
well. The ASU points out clearly:
… it is important to reflect on the cost to communities across
the state rate capping will inflict.
Make no mistake this cost will be measured in these terms:
services cut; infrastructure neglected; and jobs lost.

The ASU sought advice from various councils
projecting the hit to their revenues. In relation to that,
City of Greater Dandenong funding would be cut by
$50.1 million over the next five years and $219 million
over the next 10 years; Darebin City Council funding
would be cut by $170 million over the next 10 years;
and Hume City Council funding would be cut by
$71 million over the next five years.
As part of this debate I think it is important to look at
history, because history reveals an interesting story. I
am talking about the Kennett era and the consequences
of rate capping in that time. In 1995, after
amalgamating councils from 210 down to 78 — there
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are now 79 — the Kennett government forced rates
down by 20 per cent. That government then imposed a
cap of 1 per cent below inflation, which was running at
1.5 per cent in 1996. The cap was lifted in 1997 to
allow for increases of up to 3 per cent.
Premier Bracks scrapped the cap in 1999. When last
introduced, rate capping was a disaster for the elderly,
the young and minority groups. It slashed basic services
for the most disadvantaged, cut jobs and created a huge
backlog in infrastructure maintenance, and some
councils are still recovering from that backlog.
There are a number of reports available in relation to
the value of local governments and what they provide
to their communities. It is worth looking at the report of
a recent inquiry into local government in New South
Wales. As part of its commentary around what has been
a significant inquiry, the report states that the financial
sustainability of councils has been of significant
concern, particularly in relation to infrastructure
backlogs, underspending on asset maintenance and
operating deficits. The report goes on to say:
The committee considers that communities should be able to
decide the level of services provided by their local council
and the rates they are willing to pay for such services. We
therefore recommend that the government evaluate the option
of removing rate pegging and allowing rates to be set by local
councils in consultation with their community.

The committee also recommended that, as part of the
New South Wales government’s planned review of the
rating system, the government should evaluate the
option of the removal of rate pegging and allow
councils to determine their own rates conditional on the
delivery of a local works plan outlining the expenditure
associated with any proposed rate increases and
demonstrated community support. The Greens would
contend that that committee is spot on and got it right.
The Australian Centre of Excellence for Local
Government has just released a report entitled Why
Local Government Matters. On the role of government
the report states:
Australians overwhelmingly want their governments to play a
role in providing many of the services the community needs,
with 93 per cent of respondents agreeing to this statement.

Australians believe that local government is the tier of
government best able to make decisions about the local
area, with 75 per cent choosing local government
compared to 16 per cent for state government and 2 per
cent for federal government.
When surveyed on a range of responsibilities and their
importance to residents, Australians rated how
important particular things were to them. Of all the
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services, over 50 per cent of the survey respondents
believed that these services were very important or
important: water, sewerage, stormwater drainage, street
cleaning and waste management, planning for the
future, emergencies and disaster management, health
and environmental management, parks, footpaths, roads
and bridges, land use planning and development
applications, libraries, community development,
sporting and recreational facilities, youth services,
economic development, aged care, promoting the
benefits of the local area, child care and cycleways.
From that we can see that communities really value the
role of local governments.
It is also important to highlight the Victorian
Auditor-General’s report Asset Management and
Maintenance by Councils, which was released in
February 2014. The findings of that include:
The audited councils have not yet fully developed and applied
sound strategic asset management frameworks and have not
yet met the better practice requirements …
…
There is wide variation in the adequacy of council governance
arrangements for asset management.
…
Asset management strategies were generally underdeveloped.
…
Significant underexpenditure of capital works budgets for
several of the audited councils suggests there is scope to
better integrate capital works programs with asset
management and long-term financial planning to minimise
such variations.

These are important recommendations and findings by
the Auditor-General, because what we will see into the
future is that the infrastructure that councils are
responsible for will be under fire again as a result of a
decreasing budget that can be spent on them.
I turn to yesterday’s Local Government — 2014–15
Audit Snapshot. The Auditor-General highlights that
last year the local government sector generated a net
surplus of $1.5 billion; however, that was driven by the
fact that there was an advance payment of
commonwealth grants. The Auditor-General expects:
This strong position may be impacted by the introduction of
rate capping in 2016–17.

He goes on to say:
Local councils face the challenge of meeting higher costs
associated with the maintenance and management of
infrastructure assets over time …
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What is important in relation to the Auditor-General’s
most recent report on local government is that it
highlights in relation to the capital replacement ratio
that there are councils — metropolitan, large shires and
small shires — that have already escalated to a
medium-risk assessment. There is more risk coming
their way. In relation to renewal gap ratios, the regional
councils were highlighted as a medium risk. There is no
joy coming the way of those councils, because their
budgets are going to be even further impacted on than
they are now.
In relation to the bill itself, I find it very curious that the
minister may set an average rate cap by a general order.
Before the minister makes that general order councils
must request advice from the Essential Services
Commission. However, they only have to have regard
to any advice received from the ESC. To me it appears
that perhaps there is a bit of tokenism in relation to how
big a role the ESC will play in providing that advice to
the minister. It is all very well to ask for it, but if you do
not have to implicitly accept that advice and only have
regard to it, unfortunately that puts powers into the
minister’s hands that are very concerning in the long
run.
We should remember that this act is going to be in
place probably across many colours of government and
not just this government. We should remember that this
arrangement will apply across the board. Do we want a
scenario where ministers have all-encompassing and
enormously wide discretionary powers? I do not think
that is good for local democracy. I certainly do not
think it is good for local councils. I will be exploring
that matter and many others during the committee of
the whole.
Mr Davis mentioned the Standing Committee on the
Environment and Planning inquiry into rate capping.
An enormous amount of evidence has been produced as
part of that inquiry and is on the public record through
public hearings. In that evidence councils over and over
reiterate their concerns about the erosion of service
level standards, the deferral of capital expenditure on
maintenance renewal and new infrastructure, the need
perhaps to introduce or increase usage charges greater
than the increase of the cost of providing the services,
and ultimately cuts to services. That story appears time
and time again across the sector. It does not matter
whether you are a large metropolitan, a small regional,
a growth interface, a non-growth interface or a
peri-urban council; the fact is that your budget is going
to be impacted on. For those very small councils, that is
going to be significant, because of the rate base and the
make-up of those small rural councils. It will hit them a
lot harder.
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I turn now to my conclusion. Ultimately, the Greens
ask: will the benefits of rate capping flow to ratepayers?
From our perspective, no, they will not, so the Greens
will be opposing Labor’s imposition of a rate cap on
councils because it undermines local communities and
local democracy. The Greens think councils should be
run efficiently on behalf of ratepayers, but rate capping
is a blunt tool that does not take into account local
needs and priorities. The 79 metropolitan, regional and
rural councils employ 42 500 Victorians and provide a
range of essential services. A fixed rate cap puts many
of these services that we all use at risk, including arts
and culture, libraries and sporting facilities — pools,
footy grounds, pavilions and tennis courts, and the list
could go on. There are endless sporting facilities that
local government looks after.
We are concerned about risks to infant immunisations
and maternal and child health, children and youth
services, Meals on Wheels, family support and
counselling services, road repairs and drainage
maintenance, animal regulation and statutory planning.
Of course the bill does not even take into account the
role of local government in relation to long-term urban
planning and the development of structure plans, in
which it plays a significant part. This may be under
threat because councils will not have the capacity to
fund that long-term planning on behalf of their
ratepayers and their constituency.
We know when rate capping was last introduced in
Victoria in the 1990s by the Kennett government it was
a disaster for the elderly, the young and minority
groups. That government slashed basic services for the
most disadvantaged, cut jobs and created a huge
backlog in infrastructure maintenance. There is no
doubt that this time around Labor’s rate cap will have a
similar effect. Many councils already face enormous
financial pressures, and I have spoken of some of them.
That is by no means an exhaustive list. It is just a slice
of what local governments have to deal with in relation
to their local communities.
Local government plays an important role in Australian
democracy as the third tier of government. The Greens
want councils that support and represent their local
communities; we want innovative and efficient councils
that meet the needs of residents. Councils should
develop budgets in partnership with their
constituencies, building trust and engagement. Councils
should also have enough revenue for basic services and
infrastructure. Cutting revenue to councils with Labor’s
rate cap without making up the shortfall will only leave
our most disadvantaged out in the cold.
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Rate capping is anticommunity and antidemocracy.
Rate capping does not take into account local needs.
Rate capping makes it impossible for councils to
provide the essential services and infrastructure
maintenance their communities aspire to. Rate capping
means higher fees and charges for the community at the
pool, parking and footy grounds. Will we see that
eventually those services are priced out of the hands of
families? That would be a very sad indictment indeed.
Will we see councils forced to turn to charging for
immunisation, library services, public toilets or even
school crossing supervisors?
Disadvantaged communities will be the most affected
by rate capping as local services start to close. It is these
communities that utilise many of the services, which
are in fact the safety net for those of disadvantage.
Communities should have a big say in what they want
in their areas and how much they are prepared to pay
for it. Communities should be able to decide the level
of services provided by their local council and the rates
they are willing to pay for such services. How many
years will it be before we look back and acknowledge
what a mistake this latest iteration of rate capping has
been as we see infrastructure crumble, services lost and
communities taking the brunt? The Greens oppose the
Local Government Amendment (Fair Go Rates) Bill
2015. It is anything but a fair go for communities.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
have great pleasure in making a few remarks on the
Local Government Amendment (Fair Go Rates) Bill
2015 — so-called ‘fair go’. Can I say that talking about
rates and talking about fairness in the same breath is a
little odd. I think anyone who pays rates, or an
overwhelming number of ratepayers, considers these
rates to be too high and often unjustified, depending on
their own perception of services that they consume.
Ms Dunn gave a fairly good outline of the important
role that local government plays. I have spoken on the
issue of local government extensively and often. I am
passionate about it, but I also see many of its
shortcomings coming from the fact that indeed it
remains, with the exception of the amalgamations and
reforms that were driven as a result of that, the last
sector to actually go through a reform process. I am not
just talking about boundaries; I am talking about
genuine reforms.
This government has failed to instigate some of the
necessary reforms. We have seen some of the
legislation come before us recently, including in the
Local Government Amendment (Improved
Governance) Bill 2015 — so-called ‘improved
governance’. With that bill the government failed to
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make even the most modest changes to practices of
conducting local government elections, especially in
relation to those councils that use the postal system of
election. The government failed to remove the
how-to-vote cards from the packs sent out to electors,
which allow the rorting of local government elections
by the practice of using runners and circulating
how-to-vote cards paid for by taxpayers. As to the
opposition’s position on this, Mr Davis has absolutely
got it right.
This is one of those issues on which Labor actually did
campaign, so therefore it can claim a mandate. I
remember raising Ms Judith Graley’s flyer on rate
capping, which was paid for by the Department of
Parliamentary Services, as well as one from Jude
Perera, both of whom are members of the Assembly. It
would not have passed current standards of payment,
but they were paid for by taxpayers through the
Parliamentary Services budget. At the time, I thought it
was ironic that members should be using public money
to campaign for greater efficiency at another level of
government. There was a bit of an inconsistency of
thought, but nonetheless I go back to the point that
indeed there was a mandate.
Who wants to pay higher rates? Very few people want
to pay higher rates. The government promised to rate
cap. It is already one year behind schedule. It has
already failed to deliver on a key promise. It also
promised to cap it at CPI. At the time, those of us who
have some local government background knew that a
plain CPI calculation, which has very little if any
bearing on the cost of doing business in local
government, was an absolute fabrication, a rouse and a
stunt, because the basket of goods that the CPI is
calculated on does not reflect the cost of local
government in particular. I am not sure whether it is
60 per cent or 70 per cent, but I would imagine that the
cost of salaries in local government would
overwhelmingly be the most significant cost factor, and
so the fact that enterprise bargaining agreements were
not being capped was obviously another rouse and a
huge challenge for the sector, if indeed this was
imposed as it was initially promoted.
We have had a delay, and it is going to be delayed until
next year, so that is a two-year delay, and that is largely
because the government has had to backfill some of the
detail, remanufacture it and massage it so that it could
actually be seen as implementing it, but also because
the consequences will not be entirely visible come the
next council election, and more importantly the next
state election, as well as the next federal election.
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The test will be whether the tax bill paid for by
ratepayers and taxpayers at the state government level
and at the local government level is bigger or not.
Unfortunately the Labor government has had a strong
tradition of ramping up rates, and it has certainly had a
very strong tradition of ramping up costs at the state
government level — costs, expenditure and budgets.
The likelihood of this being a fair go for ratepayers is
not good.
Of course local government is concerned about the
enormous uncertainty and the inability to plan forward.
It is concerned about the index, and it is concerned
about having to make special applications to the
Essential Services Commission and the cost of doing
so. Often preparing two budgets, requiring councils to
consult on two different budgets and the cost of making
an application for a variation to the Essential Services
Commission were estimated by one local council as
being about $400 000 for a single variation, so that is
nearly half a per cent of rates. Who bears that cost?
If the variation application is rejected, that is another
0.5 per cent that is wasted. So there are still enormous
uncertainties, partly because this legislation before us is
just that — it is a legislative framework to establish the
cap, and it does a number of things. It is also, I
understand, possible to establish multiple caps for
different classes of councils, although I understand that
the government is probably going to go for the single
category. As was argued fairly extensively by the
shadow Minister for Local Government, the
Honourable David Davis, the government has come
through with this recommendation of a mixed wage
price index and consumer price index figure. It is
certainly deviating from its promise in terms of the tool
as well as the timing.
The Essential Services Commission will retain the
responsibility of considering rate increases above the
rate cap. The bill provides for a framework that will be
established by general orders published in the
Government Gazette, and, as I said before, significant
uncertainty remains about the shape and operation of
the rate cap framework for the 2016–17 year and
beyond. That includes the financial contributions that
councils will be required to make towards the operation
of the variation system, the actual level of the cap and
whether additional caps will be introduced by the
minister.
I highly commend the local government audits that
have been undertaken by the Victorian
Auditor-General’s Office (VAGO) in the past, in
particular the one that was done last year as it also
provided a snapshot of the financial sustainability of
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councils right across the state of Victoria. Unfortunately
this year’s report does not contain the same snapshot of
the financial sustainability of each of the councils, and
the point was made by all those in attendance at the
briefing yesterday that this needs to be returned,
notwithstanding the government’s commitment to
publish a similar table on a website; it is not exactly the
same calculation.
In the interests of accountability and transparency I
would really like VAGO reports that give you an
assessment of performance over a period of time rather
than just snapshots so that you actually have something
to compare to, making sure the same measures are
used. I would certainly invite VAGO to continue its
outstanding work in providing that snapshot of local
council sustainability. What VAGO does is put councils
in different categories, so it allows people to compare
performance with like councils in the same category.
Interface councils fall into one category, regional
councils fall into another, inner metropolitan councils
are in a class of their own and so on.
The concerns are about what the rate cap will do for the
sustainability of local government. Cost shifting has
always been an issue, and I expect it will continue to be
a big issue under this government. The impact in
particular on infrastructure planning is going to be
substantial. We heard from Ms Dunn of some
$220 million of impact over 10 years on the City of
Greater Dandenong and the reinvestment in
infrastructure that will be sacrificed as a result of that,
and that is reflective of other councils and other
calculations that have come my way. I will come back
to speak to that.
There needs to be additional money, in particular for
interface councils, which typically get a greater share of
the grants that are made available in order to meet
growth needs. Additional funds will need to be made
available, and some of them have been made available
through the Interface Growth Fund. However, the
manner in which that money has been distributed has a
few people scratching their heads, with some councils
getting very substantial cuts and others not. It is
pea-and-thimble stuff. Money is still going to have to
be brought forward to meet service and infrastructure
needs, and it is about who pays.
I will come back to the important role that local
government plays — and it should play an even greater
one in the planning of local infrastructure — and how
the cap will make this even more difficult. A number of
independent bodies have expressed concern about rate
caps. Ms Dunn spoke about the rate capping during the
Kennett years. That was a defined period of time; it was
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intended to drive some efficiencies into what was a
burgeoning and sluggish sector following the
amalgamations, and it was never intended to be
something that was going to be ongoing. For all intents
and purposes I understand that the current proposal is to
be a policy moving into the future, not one for a defined
period of time, so the implications for local
governments, their financial sustainability and their
ability to plan for infrastructure and services are going
to be substantial. There is no way about it. Local
governments are going to have to make some cuts
either in the infrastructure projects they roll out or the
services they offer, or they will have to raise money
through additional fees and fines.
A council like the City of Port Phillip may be well
placed; half of its budget is derived from parking fines,
so it will probably feel the pain less. Standard & Poor’s
claims that Labor’s pledge to limit council rate rises to
inflation could hurt the financial positions of councils
and their ability to maintain infrastructure such as roads
and parks. That is why that snapshot of local
government is going to be important. VAGO suggests
that regional councils in particular are going to be really
hard pressed, but other councils will be as well. Their
ability to raise revenue and to spend will be limited and
therefore be two very severe financial problems.
I recommend the Professionals Australia report Rate
Capping — Exacerbating the Infrastructure Problem
and some of the recommendations it makes. It says that
Professionals Australia rejects the notion that rate
capping will improve the efficiency of councils. Very
little work has been done as to how to improve
efficiency. Some councils have actually commissioned
efficiency and effectiveness studies and are well placed
to achieve efficiency. Let me say that I think there is a
need for greater efficiency, not with a blunt instrument
but with sensible planning and with an understanding of
the role of local government.
Ms Dunn spoke about some of the waste, such as
mayoral balls. The only mayoral balls I have attended
have been based on full cost recovery with any
proceeds donated to local charity. It is a very nice
tradition and, if not overpriced, can be inclusive. They
have often been well attended in the past. I know they
are being phased out, but I can think of much better
examples of waste. Unfortunately many of them are in
the councils where there is little regard for financial
efficiency, and many of them also have, unfortunately,
Greens councillors.
Professionals Australia opposes the use of CPI as a
basis for rate capping. It says:
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Infrastructure planning, maintenance and development are
primary roles of local government, as infrastructure is an
essential service for local communities. Rates must be
allowed to rise appropriately to allow these roles to be carried
out effectively. The inefficient management of infrastructure
can lead to vast backlogs, neglect of existing infrastructure
and substantial reductions in the useful life of existing
infrastructure. This may ultimately increase the cost of
meeting local infrastructure needs in the longer term.

I would highly recommend this report. It focuses on
metropolitan councils, the needs of interface councils
and also rural councils. It says that CPI does not
account for the ‘vastly different needs of council
groups’. This policy will be implemented. It will be a
disaster. That may not be seen until well after the local
council and state elections, but no doubt we will be
revisiting it. It is also a failure by this government to
implement its election policy.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — I rise today to make some very brief
comments on the Local Government Amendment (Fair
Go Rates) Bill 2015. This bill is, quite simply, flawed.
In its current form I cannot vote for it. Mr Davis
pointed out a number of these flaws in his contribution,
so I will not go over those again, but particularly
concerning was the problem he pointed out with the
CPI formula. I was also listening very closely to
Mrs Peulich’s contribution and the flaws in the bill she
pointed out, including the significant uncertainty
around the rate cap framework and the issues around
local government sustainability. I will not be repeating
those points in my contribution, as they have been
covered very well in contributions by coalition
members and I believe they will be covered in future
contributions by coalition members today.
Quite simply I do not believe that this bill in its current
form represents the best interests of local communities.
This bill may appear good on face value. It has
certainly been sold well to the community. But, as
occurred in Jeff Kennett’s time with rate capping, I am
concerned that this bill may well lead to massive
underspending on infrastructure by councils or
alternatively to massive borrowing. However, at least
that was for a defined period of time. This point was
well covered in Ms Dunn’s contribution, and I thank
her for that.
The introduction of rate capping will require councils to
raise revenue elsewhere or go to the state government
with a begging bowl. If there were a clear agreement
between the state government and local government
regarding, for example, service delivery, then I would
be viewing this bill in an entirely different light. An
example of a current problem between state and local
governments is with regard to roads. I am talking here
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about the removal of the country roads and bridges
maintenance scheme that was worth $160 million. It
was designed to give local councils up to $1 million a
year to fix the roads under their control. This has been
replaced with a multimillion-dollar scheme that only
fixes state government-controlled roads. It means that
councils must raise this extra revenue on their own or
eventually cede control of their roads to the state, if the
state will take them.
I am concerned about the long-term consequences of
this bill in its current form. They are consequences
which the government has not been able to clearly
articulate for me. In principle the DLP believes in rate
capping and other accountability measures as a means
to assist workers, families and communities, and to
protect them from arbitrary rate rises by councils. We
also definitely agree with encouraging efficiency
throughout all levels of government. However, this bill
in its current form does not achieve this. It certainly
does not pass the DLP’s fairness test, and so in this
form I will not be able to vote for this bill.
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — I wish
to contribute to the debate on the Local Government
Amendment (Fair Go Rates) Bill 2015. The purpose of
the bill before the house is to protect local council
ratepayers from unfair and unaffordable rate increases.
In my Northern Metropolitan Region electorate I have a
fair number of elderly asset-rich but cash-poor
constituents. I know a lot of residents with
million-dollar homes who are trying to subsist on an
age pension. In recent years their rates have gone
through the roof, and this is causing enormous distress.
This bill is timely and worthy of Parliament’s full
support.
The bill amends the Local Government Act 1989 and
the Essential Services Commission Act 2001 to provide
the legislative framework and mechanisms for
implementing the government’s Fair Go rates system.
By setting future increases at the level of the consumer
price index, the bill seeks to protect residents from
being in a situation where they cannot afford to pay
their rates, so they skimp on food and basic necessities
in an effort to save their house from being sold from
under them. This is a very real fear and it is grossly
unfair.
I know that some local councils have a scheme
whereby financially stressed elderly ratepayers are able
to freeze their rates contribution and on their deaths the
council retrieves all rates owing from the deceased’s
estate. I understand that some heirs and successors are
not too happy about that scheme. The Andrews
government recognises that while local councils
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provide a multitude of valuable community services, it
is important that councils do not lose sight of the
capacity to pay rate increases by the elderly or
pensioners doing it hard.
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Mr DRUM — You’re dead; you just don’t know it.
On top of ripping up money across the state on a whole
range of projects, it is going to — —
Mr Dalidakis interjected.

Effectively the new system will come into operation for
the first time in the 2016–17 financial year. It may
mean that some councils will have to reassess their
priorities and that some of their current programs may
well be streamlined. Notwithstanding the intent of the
amendments made by the bill, there is a provision in the
bill that allows councils to apply to the Essential
Services Commission for an exemption from the cap.
However, if a council intends to apply for an
exemption, it must, in the interests of transparency and
accountability, demonstrate the need and also
demonstrate that community consultation has taken
place prior to applying for higher rate increases. I am
satisfied that a number of failsafes have been
incorporated into the bill which will see a fairer system
of rate increases.
In conclusion, councils must ensure value for the dollar
in their operations. Ratepayers who have struggled to
pay off their family home deserve better. This bill will
provide a modicum of comfort to the elderly and the
infirm, who can be confident that their rates will not
continue to escalate beyond their ability to afford them.
I strongly commend the bill to the house.
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — It is interesting
that we are now forced to make contributions to the
debate on the Local Government Amendment (Fair Go
Rates) Bill 2015. ‘Fair go rates’ — it is another
opportunity for the government to try to put a press
release into the heading of a bit of legislation. The bill
reeks of populism and of a government that has a
city-centric understanding of what happens in local
government and absolutely no idea about what happens
in our smaller rural and regional councils around the
state. The cost-saving measures that are implemented
every day by councils around regional and rural
Victoria to try to make ends meet — the way they so
frugally manage their finances — would put this Labor
government to shame.
We understand that rate capping is popular. The
government will sell for all it is worth that it will cap
rates at the CPI even though it will break that promise
as well. The government will tell the world that it will
cap rates at the CPI.
Mr Dalidakis interjected.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Morris) —
Order! I ask Mr Drum to continue the debate and stay
relevant to the bill, and I ask Minister Dalidakis to
refrain from interjecting across the chamber.
Mr DRUM — This government has done very well
so far at ripping money out of regional Victoria. The
Putting Locals First program is $100 million, the Local
Government Infrastructure Fund is another
$100 million, Energy for the Regions is another
$100 million and country roads and bridges is
$160 million. That is $460 million ripped out of
regional Victoria from four programs alone. On top of
that, that money all went into local government — local
communities — to make life better and more
affordable.
In a situation where the government is ripping that
money out of regional Victoria and regional councils, it
is then imposing rate capping, which will effectively
stymie the opportunity for any of these councils to raise
the money necessary to give their people the services
and amenities they need. That will all be happening at
the same time that the state government is wasting
literally billions of dollars on not doing projects. People
involved in local government are looking to the state
government and seeing that it is paying $870 million in
compensation to not build a road.
It is okay for the state government to rip up money and
waste money hand over fist, but the same government
is saying to local government, ‘You’re going to be
nobbled as to what you can charge the people in your
rate base’. This reeks of a Labor state government that
will send the smaller rural and regional councils back to
the days of the Whelan group of councils, when
18 councils had to bind together to speak as one about
their inability to provide the services their ratepayers
were looking for.
I have a fantastic relationship with nearly every CEO
of a regional council that I have had the pleasure of
meeting. I cannot name a CEO who I do not like and
who I do not think is highly qualified. I cannot name
a CEO who is happy to waste money in the same
way — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Morris) —
Order! I am intently trying to listen to Mr Drum’s
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contribution; however, it is rather difficult with the
interjections across the chamber. If members would like
to interject, I encourage them to do so from their offices
while listening over the loudspeaker. I would like
Mr Drum to continue uninterrupted.
Mr DRUM — That relationship has given me the
opportunity to spend a lot of time talking on the phone
to the CEOs about how they are going to handle the
next three or four years of rate capping. As we all
understand, rate capping will have a cumulative effect.
If it costs a council $200 000 or $300 000 this year, that
will turn into $400 000 or $500 000 next year, and each
year the amount of money that will be taken out of that
council will build up. The one thing that comes across
in those conversations with the CEOs and the chief
financial officers is the sheer hypocrisy of this from a
government that wastes so much money itself. A
government that has such a horrible track record of
managing money is now telling another form of
government that it cannot set rates at the level it needs
to in order to provide its various services.
This bill gives the minister the ability to set the cap at
whatever rate he or she thinks it should be, so the
councils will just have to wait and see what it is that
they can charge their ratepayers. There is no doubt that
either services will have to be cut from local
government or local governments will simply have to
let their assets fall into a state of disrepair, and it is
normally the second of those two options that councils
opt for, with swimming pools, public halls, recreation
facilities and roads being the main assets to fall away. It
will be a slow and gradual fall into disrepair because
the impact of this rate cap will not be felt overnight; it
will be felt gradually.
Mr Elasmar said that it is very unfair for elderly people
in his electorate’s local government regions to have
their rates exorbitantly increase, but it is also very
unfair for elderly people in Victoria to have their water
bills double over the term of a Labor Party government
just because it thought it was a good idea to build
Australia’s biggest desalination plant at a cost of
$2 million a day to water users within the jurisdiction of
Melbourne Water. Here is an opportunity for the state
government to bring about a lowering of the cost of
utilities. Peter Walsh, the previous Minister for Water
and the member for Murray Plains in the Assembly,
was able to achieve this. He drove down the price of
water right around the state. He was able to — —
Mr Dalidakis interjected.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Morris) —
Order! Minister Dalidakis will have an opportunity to
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make his contribution to this debate during the
summing-up. I encourage him to take some notes about
what Mr Drum is saying rather than harangue him
while he is making his contribution.
Mr DRUM — It is a fact that over the period of the
previous Labor government water bills in this city
doubled. It is a fact that almost $2 million a day is being
paid by the water users of Melbourne for a desalination
plant we do not need to use, and it is also a fact that this
government is going to do everything within its power
to turn that desalination plant on with some beautifully
hatched plan to try to take the water from the south to
the north at a cost in the vicinity of $5000 a megalitre to
fill up a recreational lake. It is stupidity at its finest.
It is this level of management the people of regional
Victoria see — a state government seriously thinking
about trying to take water from a desalination plant and
reverse it through the north–south pipeline to put into a
recreational lake — that makes them think, ‘And they
want us to be financially frugal with our rate capping?’.
It is arrogant because it is one level of government
telling another level of government how it should
handle its money when it cannot do it itself. It is
incredibly hypocritical.
However, our job is to simply raise the point and raise
awareness. We will simply have to sit back and watch
the government do this because it said before the
election it would do it, even though it said it would
keep it to CPI. It has now gone back on that to set its
own rate. What we need to continually tell our people is
that when programs have to be cut and when assets fall
into a state of disrepair the councils will have very little
say in it. We will watch this bill go through and we will
see the consequences of it. Hopefully the government
will be held to account.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) — I will be
very brief in my contribution to the debate on the Local
Government Amendment (Fair Go Rates) Bill 2015. In
the short period of time for which I have been a
member of Parliament I have spent a lot of time with
local governments and have come to a much deeper
understanding of the contributions they make to
probably every level of our lives. I have learnt a lot
more about where this third tier of government fits into
how we run — into how our lives are led, into how our
communities thrive and the rest. In reading some of the
Auditor-General’s reports, these are considerable
budgets we are talking about, but I am not sure how this
bill is going to improve them. I have been so impressed
with what I have been seeing in some of my interface
communities, like Hume City Council and the work it
has been doing on social cohesion or the work
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Whittlesea City Council has been doing on family
violence. These are really impressive projects, and I
have learnt a lot from them.
In his second-reading speech on the bill Minister
Jennings said:
Capping annual council rate increases in this way will
promote greater accountability and transparency in local
government budgeting and service delivery, and will help
ensure that rates and charges are used efficiently and
ratepayers receive maximum benefit.

I am just not sure how this promotes greater
accountability and transparency when councils will
have no decision-making power over what their rates
are going to be. In fact the rates are now going to be set
by the Essential Services Commission, unless the
minister does not agree with what the commission says,
in which case the minister will have the final say.
Essentially a state government minister is going to have
the final say on what rates local governments can
charge.
We have already seen considerable cost shifting with
libraries, road crossings and, as mentioned in many
other contributions, home and community care
(HACC) services and the rest. All I can see resulting
from this are further blame games between levels of
government and possibly cost shifting going the other
way, with local governments saying, ‘We can’t afford
the library. We can’t afford HACC. We can’t even
afford a school crossing’.
In looking at accountability and transparency, oddly —
and I hope this will not be the last time today — I am in
agreement with Mrs Peulich about the Local
Government — 2014–15 Audit Snapshot. I believe I am
also in agreement with Dr Carling-Jenkins. Again, I
hope it will not be the last time today.
Mr Ramsay interjected.
Ms PATTEN — We are all hoping. The local
government audit snapshot report by the Victorian
Auditor-General’s Office gave local governments quite
a tick on accountability and transparency. It said they
were not doing a bad job. It made a number of
recommendations on how they could do it better, but it
said it had considerable confidence in the financial
statements of all 79 local councils. It made
recommendations on how to make them more
transparent and more accountable, and I think those
recommendations would probably achieve more than
this bill will.
Honourable members interjecting.
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Ms PATTEN — I have not found anyone, except
ministers and members of this government, who
supports this bill. Nobody has come to me saying, ‘This
is a great bill. Please support this bill’. I have received
not a single email, letter or phone call supporting this
bill. What people have raised are concerns about the
CPI. As many of the previous speakers have
mentioned, using the CPI is about measuring the cost of
household goods. It does not measure what local
governments spend on employment, infrastructure and
buildings. These costs are quite different from the CPI.
My concern is that in capping these rates we will just
see further loss of revenue for local governments. We
will see them having to make the decision between
infrastructure and services, and there will be some hard
decisions.
Standard & Poor’s recently commented in a newsletter
that rate capping would weaken local councils’ credit
quality — their ability to lend — and their ability to
maintain infrastructure such as roads and parks. When
we look at a council like the City of Whittlesea, which
is in my area, it is seeing 8000 new residents every
year. It has a 15-year plan, which is now not really
worth anything because the rate capping that will be
imposed on that council will mean that it will have to
rethink that plan. In saying that, Whittlesea can
certainly apply to the Essential Services Commission
for an increase, and I think it would have valid reasons
for being allowed an increase in rates, but the
commission will not look at that initially past one year,
and after that initially past four years. These councils
cannot look long term. They cannot have the foresight
of being able to look at budgets for a 10-year plan or a
20-year plan like I know Whittlesea has done.
One of the other things raised in the minister’s
second-reading speech and in contributions in the other
house is that this legislation will improve the
management of local governments. I understand that
there is bad management in a number of local
governments. I am not certain that rate capping is going
to improve the bad management in those local
governments. I certainly think greater transparency and
accountability will. I will end with the conclusion of the
second-reading speech, which says:
The system gives citizens a real say in determining their
council’s funding priorities and a measure of control over the
rates they are required to pay in return for council services. In
doing so it strengthens our system of local grassroots
democracy.

I am sorry, but I think this legislation actually does the
opposite.
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Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — For the first time in a long
time I will be extraordinarily brief in my remarks,
mostly because I think it is important that we are able to
move on with the government business program. I just
wish to point out the gross hypocrisy of some of those
on the other side who got themselves into a massive
spin, a spin that my washing machine at home would be
proud of, given that as the vote on this bill occurs in the
not-too-distant future they will find themselves voting
in support of the legislation. For people like Mr Drum
to stand up here and put on a performance that would
make the most ardent theatrical performer embarrassed
was somewhat surprising, and I look forward to
Hansard recording exactly which way he votes later on.
With that, I look forward to discussion of this bill in
committee.
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 32
Atkinson, Mr
Bath, Ms
Bourman, Mr
Crozier, Ms
Dalidakis, Mr
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr
Drum, Mr (Teller)
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Finn, Mr
Fitzherbert, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lovell, Ms

Melhem, Mr
Mikakos, Ms
Morris, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Pulford, Ms
Purcell, Mr (Teller)
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Shing, Ms
Somyurek, Mr
Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
Wooldridge, Ms
Young, Mr

Noes, 7
Barber, Mr
Carling-Jenkins, Dr
Dunn, Ms
Hartland, Ms (Teller)

Patten, Ms (Teller)
Pennicuik, Ms
Springle, Ms

Motion agreed to.
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The purpose of this Act is to amend the Local Government
Act 1989 and the Essential Services Commission Act 2001
to provide for a mechanism to set a cap on the increases in
rate revenue that can be levied by a Council in a financial year
and to make consequential amendments.

I will quote from the policy statement put out by the
then opposition on 5 May 2014. It states:
Victorian Labor will force councils to cap their rates at
consumer price index (CPI) …

I ask: why did the government not put the word ‘CPI’
in the purpose clause, and why did it not seek to make it
clear that the government’s purpose pursuant to its
election promise was to cap rates at the CPI?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for his
question. We believe that information is contained
within the definitions of the legislation, so it was
unnecessary that it be repeated in the clause, which sets
out exactly what the bill’s purpose is. The definitions
provide that clarity to enable you to understand what is
meant by that point.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I would
argue that the CPI as described in the definitions clause
is not a true CPI. It is actually the forecast CPI. In the
budget update prepared under the Financial
Management Act 1994 CPI means the forecast
Melbourne consumer price index. That forecast
Melbourne consumer price index is not the CPI, and a
forecast index was not what the government proposed
in its election policy. In response to the Essential
Services Commission (ESC), the government said it
would take a wage price index into account as well as
what it claims is a CPI index, whereas the election
policy did not mention a wage price index or any wages
component. It mentioned the CPI alone. I note that the
failure to put that CPI in the purpose and the lack of
clarity in the definitions and in the government’s other
related documentation leaves it open to any cap being
set.

Read second time.

Clause 1

Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for his
question. I think it was more of a statement than a
question, and I am happy to leave the statement in
Hansard as is.

Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I want to
ask a few questions on clause 1 — the purpose clause.
By nature it is a general clause. I will also ask a few
questions about how the clause interacts with other
clauses. My first question is why in clause 1, page 1,
the bill states:

Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — In terms of
the CPI — and I am happy to do this in discussing the
definitions clause if the Deputy President thinks that is
more appropriate, but it does interact with the rest of the
bill and it is a central point — I am seeking guidance in
that respect. Does the Deputy President want me to

Committed.
Committee
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raise this in the purposes here or in the definitions
clause?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Definitions.
Mr DAVIS — Okay. I will come to another point.
The purpose clause says:
… to provide for a mechanism to set a cap on the increases in
rate revenue that can be levied by a Council in a financial year
and to make consequential amendments.

I ask the minister whether in setting that cap, consistent
with the government’s response to the Essential
Services Commission, wage costs will be taken into
account.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for his
question. My understanding is that the ESC will
determine a range of factors when it looks at an
application by a council. I do not wish to foreshadow
what the ESC does or does not do, because it is an
independent body, as the member would be well aware.
I want to be mindful of not providing any too great
prescription in my words for what the ESC will be
required to do.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — With
respect, the minister under this bill makes the ultimate
decision. She could cap rates higher or lower or in
between, up hill or down dale.
Mr Dalidakis — Yes. Sure, but on advice.
Mr DAVIS — Yes, she has got to take advice but
does not have to accept the advice. However, in recent
weeks the government responded to the ESC
documentation, with its Fair Go Rates System —
Victorian Government Response to Essential Services
Commission Final Report. Recommendation 4 states:
The commission recommends that the annual rate cap should
be calculated as:
Annual rate cap
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price movements will be taken into account in setting
the cap?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for his
question. I am not sure that that is inconsistent with
what I said. The point I was making was that the ESC
will make recommendations or decisions based upon
information that is provided to it. Obviously wage costs
or expenditure are a component of an overall budget
that a council has to oversee, so I am not sure that that
is inconsistent, and I certainly think it is in keeping with
the statement that the government made.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — Not to be
too direct about this, but I am not so much interested in
what the ESC does and says; I am interested in what the
government accepts, and the government accepts in
principle the ESC’s proposed approach, which includes
the wage price component. I am asking about the
government’s position, so the government will
incorporate a wage price component in its calculation,
in its ministerial decision.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — Again the member is reading
a statement by the government. I am not sure what
room there is to debate the statement it has made that he
is reading from, but the government stands by what it
has written.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — With great
respect, it is important in this format, as part of the
process with the bill on the clauses, that those are
juxtaposed so that people can see precisely what is
intended.
Mr Dalidakis — Are you talking about where the
cap is set, not the actual variation itself?
Mr DAVIS — No, this is the setting of the — —
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I remind
members to go through the Chair. It is very difficult for
Hansard to follow who is speaking otherwise.

= (0.6 × rate of increase in CPI)
+ (0.4 × rate of increase in WPI)
– (efficiency factor) …

WPI, the wage price index, is defined as ‘DTF’s
forecast published in December each year’. The
government says it accepts in principle the ESC’s
proposed approach to the calculation of the cap in the
early years of the system. Does the minister stand by
the government’s document, which indicates that wage

Mr DAVIS — I accept your advice, Deputy
President, despite the opportunity to interact in
this — —
Mr Dalidakis — Good-faith discussion.
Mr DAVIS — Yes. The point I make here is that
the enterprise bargaining agreements (EBAs) that form
the basis of wage movements in the largest measure in
most councils are quite varied, but some are quite large.
For example, the City of Greater Bendigo has an EBA
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that expires on 30 September 2017, and it is possibly
worth putting on the record the scale of some of the
movements. The salary increases in 2013 under the
EBA were 3.4 per cent; in 2014, 3.4 per cent; in 2015,
3.4 per cent; and in 2016, 3.4 per cent. In making the
calculations under the purpose clause, is it the intention
of the government — for example, for the City of
Greater Bendigo that 3.4 per cent rise — that that
would be incorporated in the movement of costs for that
council?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — Deputy President, we are
moving well away from the purposes as set out in
clause 1. I seek your view as to whether or not this
would be best left for a later part of the committee
stage.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Mr Davis,
can I have a sense of where you are going with this?
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — Exactly.
The purpose clause is ‘to provide for a mechanism to
set a cap on the increases in rate revenue that can be
levied’. The government has, separate to that, had work
done by the ESC and has published a response, which
in part I have read into the Hansard on exactly these
points. The government as part of setting up its version
of rate capping has the work of ESC and work from its
own body in response to that, and I am seeking how it
wants to implement its so-called purpose clause in
those contexts.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I acknowledge the good faith
in which the member is asking these questions, so what
I will try to do to assist in the speedy process of this is
to acknowledge that the minister concerned can
consider a range of things in the determination of the
figure, which is, I think, where Mr Davis is going with
his question in relation to wage costs et cetera.
We have acknowledged that the document he read was
a government document. We have acknowledged that
the government, by virtue of the fact that it is the
government, acknowledges that the government owns
the language in that document, and, for the purpose of
this discussion, it accepts that wage costs will be an
element of the calculation by the ESC should there be a
variation request. We also acknowledge, again, that the
ESC is making recommendations but the minister
ultimately has the control to either accept or reject the
ESC’s determination. I would hope that, having put all
of that in response to Mr Davis, we could move on
from the purpose clause.
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Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — The
minister will obviously take a range of factors into
account. They are not enumerated fully, and the
purpose clause is written in a general way. Obviously
the ESC advice is one of those factors, and the minister
must take that advice but is not bound to respond to it
or accept it. In that circumstance I am asking: is it the
minister’s intention that wage price costs at a local
council level will be part of her determination?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — What I want to do very
carefully is state that the minister, as I have already
indicated, will take a range of factors into consideration
in such a determination. I have already acknowledged
that wage costs are a determining factor in the setting of
an expense, a budget and a forecast within a council or
shire setting. Therefore that will be something that the
minister will look at should he or she choose not to
accept the ESC’s recommendation.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Mr Davis,
the repetition is starting to become a little tedious. Are
we moving into a new area?
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — A related
area. Let us be clear. The government will set a figure
after advice from the Essential Services Commission
late in the year for the next year’s budget. Is it the
government’s intention that the CPI figure as released
by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) could be
the total factor that is taken into account? At the
moment — and this is quite a concrete example — the
CPI in the Melbourne area, as released by the
Australian Bureau of Statistics to 30 June, was 1.1 per
cent. Would the minister under this formula, perhaps in
this year, be able to set the increase for councils at the
CPI and thereby in a way entirely consistent with the
election policy?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I have before me a list of
definitions. The heart of the question that the member is
asking is located in the definitions clause, so, if the
member agrees, we can move on from this clause and
talk about the definitions because this is specifically
dealt with in the definitions clause.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — It is a
slightly different point, and we will discuss the actual
definition in a moment. The point here is: is it the
minister’s intention to simply set the rate cap at the
actual ABS CPI figure? She could listen to the ESC and
then simply set it at the CPI figure, as released by the
ABS. That would meet the purpose clause and would
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meet the government’s election commitment. Is that an
outcome that could or will occur?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — Again I think the member is
moving away from the purpose clause of the legislation.
What I am happy to agree with is that the minister is
able to adjust the rate base on those deliberations, but
the purpose of this bill, as the member has read into
Hansard a number of times, is very clear in that it
provides:
… for a mechanism to set a cap on the increases in rate
revenue that can be levied by a Council in a financial year and
to make consequential amendments.

That is the purpose in the clause that Mr Davis and I are
discussing at this point, and I think more clarity will be
able to be provided to his questions in latter parts of this
bill as we move through it. The purpose is very clear
and, as we have discussed, the minister has the
opportunity to make a range of deliberations based on a
range of information that he or she will have at their
disposal under this legislation.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — That is my
point in raising this at this moment, because obviously
there is an interaction between the mechanisms laid out
in the act and the definitions and responsibilities and
steps that ministers take. There is actually an
interrelationship between all of those that leads to an
actual outcome. That is why I am choosing to raise
these matters in the purpose clause, because neither one
on their own would get that interaction and outcome.
So what I am seeking is clarity. Is it the minister’s
intention, despite all of the machinery that is created
here, to simply set the rate cap at the CPI as released by
the ABS?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — Again we are moving into an
area that would probably suit Nostradamus far more
than it suits myself. We are talking about future events
that are not able to be foreseen because it requires a
range of activities to occur, including, for example, a
council to have sought a variation in the first instance,
the ESC to have provided a variation and the minister
to have either agreed or rejected the variation.
In relation to the very issue at hand — the purpose
clause — flexibility is what the sector wanted. It is my
understanding — and Mr Davis may or may not be
aware of this — that in discussions with people in the
local government sector they advised the government
that they thought ministerial discretion in the setting of
the cap was preferential, as it would give them the
ability to speak to government about the issues they are
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facing. That flexibility, or the issue at hand in the
purpose clause that Mr Davis seems to be querying at
this stage, I believe is something that people in the local
government sector were wanting to have provided
through the bill in order that they may be able to argue
the merits of their case, should they not be happy with
what is provided to them by the ESC, and to seek a
variation.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — Just picking
up the minister’s direct point about ministerial powers,
the Minister for Local Government already, before the
passage of this legislation, has the power to set and cap
the movements in rates. Section 185B, headed
‘Minister may give directions concerning rates and
charges’, currently says:
(1) The Minister may, by Order published in the
Government Gazette, direct a Council specified in the
Order that the Council’s general income in respect of a
financial year —
(a) is not to exceed the Council’s general income in
respect of a specified previous financial year; or
(b) is not to exceed a specified percentage of the
Council’s general income in respect of a specified
previous financial year.

So the minister already clearly has the power to direct a
council and to thereby cap rate increases at the CPI or
indeed another figure. I accept that some in the sector
certainly were seeking flexibility and I understand the
logic and the rationale behind their request, but the
minister already has this power. Perhaps the minister at
the table might like to explain why these words in
section 185B of the current act could not have given the
minister the power to set and cap rates in the financial
year we are in now and in future and actually provide
the flexibility that is described.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I think we are again moving
well outside the purposes discussion, but let me just
touch upon a couple of the issues that Mr Davis brought
up. He asked why we are doing this. We are doing this
not only because it was an election commitment but we
said we would legislate for this accordingly. We said
we would legislate rate capping, and of course we are
sticking with our commitment. In fairness, in earlier
speeches by those on Mr Davis’s side it was
acknowledged in good faith that it was a very clear
election commitment that we are meeting. So I do
acknowledge the good faith in the question Mr Davis is
asking.
The fact is that the legal advice says that the old clause
was not useful because a previous minister removed
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clauses surrounding it such that this legislation was
subsequently required to ensure that we could actually
meet that election commitment. For the purpose of the
purpose clause, we have dealt with this. If Mr Davis has
additional questions on the definitions as we go through
the bill, I obviously very much welcome those, given
the good faith in the discussions we have had thus far.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I wonder if
the minister would release the legal advice that the
government has obtained on this matter.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I am happy to take that
question on notice, speak with the minister concerned
and come back to Mr Davis, but I am not in a position
to give him a definitive answer at this point.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — What I am
seeking also on clause 1 is some indication of the
government’s intention with respect to different
councils and different circumstances. Is it the
government’s intention that some councils will be
treated differently because of their specific
circumstances? I know there is a clause in the bill, but
why did the government not reflect that in the general
purpose clause at the start?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I think the purpose of the bill
and the way it is written encompasses the very nature of
the question that Mr Davis has asked. As such, I do not
think it needs any further clarification.
Clause agreed to; clause 2 agreed to.
Clause 3
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question with respect to this definitions clause relates,
as I foreshadowed, to the definition of CPI. The CPI is
described as ‘the forecast Melbourne consumer price
index, as published in the budget update prepared under
the Financial Management Act 1994’. Why did the
government not go with the Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS) definition? I draw the minister’s
attention to the ABS definition, which is:
The consumer price index … is a measure of changes, over
time, in retail prices of a constant basket of goods and
services representative of consumption expenditure by
resident households in Australian metropolitan areas.

The ABS definition goes a long way beyond that, but
that is the essence of it. The ABS figure is the actual
CPI as it has occurred, as opposed to a forecast
produced by Treasury. What I seek is why the
government did not stick with its election commitment
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to cap rates at the CPI, which is mentioned there. It did
not say it would cap rates at the forecast CPI or some
estimate of CPI; it said it would cap rates at the CPI.
The CPI is the real CPI, not a forecast.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for the
question. My understanding is that the predictive CPI is
a far more workable measurement, based on advice we
received from the ESC, going forwards.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I do not
want to be unkind, but workable is a word that does not
describe the point here. The point here is that the real
CPI is what has actually happened. It would have been
equally possible to have inserted the CPI from the year
before, as the government proposed to do as part of its
formula later. Why not use the actual CPI instead of an
estimate or someone’s dream of the CPI?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — Again, I think in the answer
to the first question I have encompassed the answer to
Mr Davis, which is that it was based upon advice that
we received from the ESC, which is why we have
incorporated it as such.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — Let me give
a concrete example. In this financial year the CPI to
30 June was 1.1 per cent. If that was being used as the
figure, the rate rises under the government’s policy
would be less than they will be under Treasury’s
forecast CPI. Families will pay more and small
businesses will pay more because of the government’s
decision to use a forecast CPI. I will wager that the
forecast CPI that the government uses into the forward
period in December — I am happy to have a small side
bet later with the minister, if he likes — will be more
than 1.1 per cent, and families will feel it. Can the
minister explain why the government has chosen to
take this step?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — My understanding is that one
of the reasons they talk about using a predictive CPI is
so that a predictive CPI can take into account, for
example, any natural disaster that may occur that may
otherwise see a spike in the actual CPI rate. The very
tragic bushfires of Black Saturday are an example that
saw a spike in the associated costs that are not
necessarily expected as an ongoing issue for the
forward calculation. That is why the predictive CPI was
used.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I place on
the record my disappointment with that in the sense that
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I understand the point the minister is making, but if
some extraordinary event occurred, the minister has the
power currently to set a rate that is different from the
CPI. I think that on some occasions that could be
absolutely legitimate.
Mr Dalidakis interjected.
Mr DAVIS — They could do that now, and could
do it under the act using the standard CPI as the base
measure. But feeding a predictive or a forecast CPI into
the calculations that have been envisaged by the ESC
and accepted by the government could lead to a higher
result than the actual CPI. Will there be an adjustment
made in that circumstance?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I am comfortable that my
earlier answer suitably answered that question.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — One aspect
that I am interested in, and which the minister may also
be significantly interested in as the small business
minister, is the interaction between rate capping powers
and the differential rates that can be struck. Will any
measures be put in place to ensure that differential rates
are not targeted at businesses? The minister will recall
that we have seen at least one council do that — in the
case of Monash City Council, where there is an 11 per
cent increase. How will these rate cap at CPI policies
protect business from differential rate movements?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — The very nature and intent of
this bill is to attempt to cap rates to ensure a fair
outcome for all ratepayers. As Mr Davis and I both
understand and appreciate, ratepayers include
businesses. The very nature and purpose of the bill,
which we have just discussed, goes a long way to
providing the level of comfort that Mr Davis is seeking.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — Picking up
from Mr Davis’s questions around the CPI that has
been selected by government to use in this bill and the
advice that was given — that is, from the Essential
Services Commission that it is the most workable
measure — I note that the wage price index was also a
consideration by the ESC, and I am wondering why
that does not appear as part of the bill?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I apologise for being slightly
repetitive, but the predictive CPI was chosen to ensure
that should there be a spike due to an unexpected
event — obviously I used the tragic Black Saturday
fires as an example — the predictive CPI then allows
for a rate to be used that otherwise is business as usual.
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Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — In relation to
the predictive CPI forecast model and an unexpected
event, would an unexpected event be the likes of those
60 per cent of local governments who will be
negotiating enterprise bargaining agreements in the
upcoming year? Would that be part of what the minister
might consider an unexpected event, depending on the
outcome of those enterprise bargaining negotiations?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I think the key is that the ESC
will have the ability to look at the nature of the event
and make that determination at that point in time. If the
ESC felt that such an event were noteworthy, then
obviously it would incorporate that into its calculation.
Again, I am not in a position to be prescriptive as to
what the ESC will do.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — In relation to
those unexpected events, will it only be the ESC who is
looking at those events, whatever they may be, or will
the minister have a role to play in terms of evaluating
what might be an unexpected event across one or many
councils?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank Ms Dunn for the
question. The advice I have is that it is not prescriptive
in such a way that it would limit the wage bill, in her
example, being considered. It is not prescriptive in
terms of that being taken into consideration. But on
whether or not that is solely used in determining the
outcome, I cannot give the member a firm answer.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — In relation to
the CPI measure indicated in the bill, it is a forward
planning process. Given that generally the long-term
financial plans of councils span a period of at least
10 years, and their capital programs of course align
with that — among many other things — and that there
is an unpredictable element in the CPI indicator, how
does the minister envisage forward planning for
councils could be done in a way that is not ad hoc or
difficult, to get some certainty around the long-term
financial planning?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for her
question. My expectation is that the councils concerned
would be able to undertake their planning and
budgeting and forecast according to a baseline, which
we will be able to provide as this process goes on.
There will obviously be an uplift factor with that
baseline, as is contained within the definitions, where
the bill talks about how the CPI average rate cap will be
calculated. I think there is that certainty. I appreciate
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and understand that there are arguments as to whether it
is too much or too little, but that does provide a baseline
which councils will be able to use in order to undertake
their appropriate budgeting and be able to forecast
accordingly.
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can attempt to verbal me outside the chamber, but that
is not what will be recorded in Hansard. The member
should be very careful about making such statements,
because as I clearly pointed out to her, right now
councils have the ability to choose whether they fund or
do not fund community organisations.

Clause agreed to; clause 4 agreed to.
Clause 5
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — Clause 5 talks
about the councils preparing a budget, so obviously
they will be preparing budgets according to the income
they expect to receive. Can the minister guarantee that
councils will not make any cuts in funding to the
emergency services they currently fund under this rate
capping?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — There is the famous old
saying about births, deaths and taxes. We need to be
very careful. We may wish to try to be extraordinarily
prescriptive and put guarantees on things in life, but
other than life and death there are no guarantees about
anything. As legislators we need to be very careful
about going down this path.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — I can assure
Mr Dalidakis that state emergency services in my
electorate have already raised this with me. They are
extremely concerned that rate capping is going to result
in a reduction or a cancellation of the funding that they
receive from local government. It is no matter to be
taken lightly. I think the state government needs to give
our state emergency services volunteers a guarantee
that they will not be the losers out of rate capping.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — The fact remains that there
are no guarantees as to whether or not a council actually
funds these services right now. Unless you are
proposing to move an amendment that a certain amount
of council income be absolutely prescribed to an event
or a community organisation, what the member is
asking for is actually not even available as we speak
under the existing legislation or in the existing way in
which councils account for both their expenditure and
with their budgets.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — So I take it
that the Andrews Labor government is happy to accept
that councils may reduce their funding to emergency
services under rate capping.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I never said such a thing. The
member can attempt to verbal me in the chamber or she

Mrs Peulich — On a point of order, Deputy
President, I was bit concerned by the minister’s tone
and his saying ‘be very careful’. I am just asking
whether that is an appropriate way of addressing a
member. It sounded more like a threat to me.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! That is not
a point of order.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question relates to clause 5, ‘Council must prepare a
budget’, but also the notice that is required on budgets
in the next clause and the adoption of a budget or
revised budget. Let me just outline what I seek from the
minister. As councils pull together their budgets, they
obviously have a number of inputs — both state money
and their rate fees and other sources of income — and I
want to ask how that will operate. For example, with
the regime the government is proposing, will the
government monitor the level of debt within councils,
and will it take into account the levels of debt in how it
sets the various caps and arrangements?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — As I understand it, there is a
requirement for a review every two years, and indeed
the ESC has noted that should there be a variation it
will monitor debt levels as well.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — Will the
minister monitor debt levels specifically, or will it just
be outsourced to the ESC?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — The point I am attempting to
make — and let me choose my words carefully — is
that the requirement for the review every two years will
naturally take that into account. Should there be a
variation requested, the ESC will be able to take into
consideration the debt levels. Is there a requirement
beyond that for the minister to take them into
consideration? I would suggest that that has already
been built into that process.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — Just to be
quite specific, though, the minster will or will not
monitor those ongoing debt levels? I accept that you are
talking about a process with the ESC, but will the
minister herself monitor these debt levels?
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Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I am not sure that I am in a
position to guarantee that ministers will choose to do
anything in their portfolio. The point I am expressing is
that should a council choose not to have a variation,
then there is a clear implication that things should be
okay. If a council chooses to have a variation, then
obviously the ESC can consider the debt levels as part
of that variation request. Whilst a council may not
choose a variation, every two years there is a review,
and debt levels will obviously be considered as part of
that review process. The issue of debt is one that is
already taken into consideration and given due
consideration as part of the process. I am not trying to
not answer the question from Mr Davis about what the
minister will or will not take into consideration on an
ongoing basis, but the minister has already built into
this legislation and process an ability for those debt
levels to be monitored accordingly.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I do not
think I am going to get any further on this, so I will just
record that I take it there is no additional process at
departmental or ministerial level to specifically monitor
debt. I am happy to be corrected in the next bit if that is
not the case.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — The minister gets the reports.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — That is
halfway. My next point is with respect to services. Will
the minister monitor the services delivered by councils
in some systematic way? One of the challenges here is
that state governments have a number of arrangements
with local governments. There are statutory
requirements in part, but there are also written
agreements with councils to deliver certain services.
Then on top of that there are services that are under
neither of those heads but are services provided by
council. The other side of this equation is: what services
are provided by councils, and will they be monitored by
the minister?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for his
question. The question goes to the previous question as
well in relation to whether the minister would monitor
the debt levels. Mr Davis is asking me whether the
minister will also look at the services, which in part
goes to the concern Ms Lovell expressed in her earlier
question to me, and I did not mean to be offhand when I
responded to her. Again, the ESC reports monitor a
whole range of factors. Debt levels, service delivery
et cetera are part of the ESC monitoring of councils.
They will also provide their monitoring reports to the
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minister, and the expectation is of course that the
minister reads those reports. By default the expectation
is that the minister will be made aware of those, given
that the minister has committed to reading the
monitoring reports that will be provided by the ESC.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for that clarification. The other important point
is that as councils prepare their budgets each year they
look at their various incomes, and this bill seeks to in
some way seek to limit the rate stream of that income.
Other streams of income include fines, fees, levies and
charges. Will the minister monitor those points in a
systematic way as well? Let me be quite clear about
what I am afraid could happen here. A council loses
money from the state government and there is a federal
freeze on funding, and I have never supported that. You
can see that the treasury departments, as it were, inside
councils will say, ‘Let’s jack up fees on parking; let’s
jack up fees for the processing of documents’, and so
forth. Is the minister going to monitor those aspects of
council revenue separate from rates but parallel with the
process that we are discussing in this bill?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — Yes. The simple answer is
that the ESC will be monitoring them. Yes, it will
report to the minister if anyone is trying to charge more
than they are allowed under the legislation, and yes,
there will be consideration that some charges must be
cost reflective, of course, under the legislation. So yes,
yes and yes.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — The ‘cost
reflective’ point concerns me greatly. The ESC has
made a recommendation, and if the chamber will just
bear with me for a second, I will turn to it. It is
recommendation 17, which says:
The commission recommends that the government consider
amending the Local Government Act 1989 to require that
service rates and service charges must reflect the efficient
costs of providing the underlying service.

The minister has just referred to this point as well, and
the government says in its response to the ESC:
The government accepts the recommendation to consider
amending the act to require that service rates and charges
must reflect the efficient costs of providing the underlying
service as part of the review …

I accept — and I will put this on the record very
clearly — that councils are required by statute and other
means to do certain things by state government, and
there is a cost to them for that. I accept that in some
cases their services are not fully remunerated by the
fees and charges that are set. That is a fact. But let me
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be also quite clear: what concerns me is that if you have
a regime over here that seeks one outcome and the
government allows councils, ticks councils or actively
encourages councils to jack up charges on
communities, whether they be higher parking fees or
whether they be statutory fees that the government itself
jacks up, what protections are the community going to
have from councils simply going after revenue to fill
the gap?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — It was a very passionate
statement more so than a question, but what I can tell
the member is that the review of the act will look at that
very issue.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — And will
the minister herself monitor these points, the other
sources of revenue of councils — statutory charges,
fines and the fees? She will? I see the minister nodding,
but he might want to say that.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I am very happy to answer
Mr Davis. It is a good question. The answer to that is
that both monitoring and reporting will, we expect, stop
it.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I take it that
the minister may now be prepared, then, to indicate that
these fees and charges will not go up beyond
indexation — will not go up beyond the CPI —
consistent with the commitments made by the Premier
as the then Leader of the Opposition and by the then
shadow Treasurer that I enumerated earlier in this
debate about not increasing fees, levies and charges
beyond indexation.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — Again, what I want Mr Davis
to know is that the ability for us to set fees and charges
by the council is somewhat limited. The scope of this
legislation does not go so far that we stick our hand
inside the role of local governments to write and dictate
what they can and cannot do. But what we have said,
and what I said to Mr Davis in the previous answer, is
that we expect that both monitoring of the types of
scenarios Mr Davis has indicated and reporting of it
will allow us to stop that, should it occur.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for his answer, and I accept that for many fees
and charges there are different regimes that apply in
different council areas, but there are some where there
are statutory arrangements that require state
government ministers to set those fees. I will give an
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example to elucidate. Statutory planning fees are one.
What the minister is saying to me is that we can be
confident that there will not be any movement beyond
indexation of those.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I look forward to ensuring
that the member can be confident that should we have
any reporting of fees being increased significantly
above what the expectation should be, we will continue
to monitor them and then act accordingly.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I am a little
nervous about that, Deputy President.
Mr Dalidakis — Don’t be nervous, Mr Davis. Give
me a hug.
Mr DAVIS — What it feels like to me is something
that I saw in recommendation 17, that these things
reflect the efficient cost of providing the underlying
service. If councils jack up fees on the community as a
way of backfilling issues, it will not lead to an effective
protection of the community. They will be hit with fees
that will hurt family budgets and hurt small businesses,
so we need to make sure that fees are controlled. In the
case of statutory planning fees, I am not getting the
sense that they are not going to see an increase.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — For the Hansard record, the
member refused my offer of a hug.
Mr Dalla-Riva interjected.
Mr DALIDAKIS — Mr Dalla-Riva can have one,
too. I think we are going to be here for a long time.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I ask the
minister not to encourage that sort of behaviour in the
chamber.
Mr DALIDAKIS — I will take Mr Davis back to
an earlier point I made about being cost reflective. He is
very specifically focusing on the issue of planning fees,
but my point is that we have also said as a government
that we want council fees to be cost reflective. Whether
that is up or down, we want fees to be reflective of the
costs to the council of the services they are
implementing. We will monitor fees accordingly. We
will monitor charges. We will monitor to make sure
that the expectation is that they are not increased in a
way that is not in keeping with the spirit of the
legislation or the expectation of those fees being set at
the appropriate limit, noting as I have again said that
nature of being cost reflective, which will be recorded
in Hansard because I mentioned it earlier in the
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committee stage. As much as I can give you any degree
of comfort about anything that we as a Labor
government will ever do, I give you comfort that we
will monitor and we will report accordingly on
anything that local governments do in relation to fees
and charges.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — In the case
of planning fees, I should just seek a clear commitment
that they will not go up beyond indexation.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — This bill does not deal with
the issue of planning fees specifically. Again I refer the
member to the point that I just made and to the point I
made earlier and earlier still about being cost reflective.
I am not in a position to have a discussion with the
member about every single fee or charge that a council
levies or otherwise. What I can say to the member is
that we as a government will monitor and report on
which fees or charges do or do not go up and what our
response will be.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — First I want to
follow up an answer the minister gave about local
government fees and charges being cost reflective. I
will give a couple of examples in relation to that.
Swimming pools are a service provided by local
government. They operate from a best case scenario of
cost recovery, because they are subsidised by
gymnasiums, through to costing the council $100 a visit
because of the maintenance charges around providing
swimming pools to a low population base. I also bring
football grounds to the attention of the minister. At the
moment the fees and charges in relation to licence fees
for sporting clubs to use football grounds are
reasonably low. There is a substantial amount of
infrastructure, including drainage, line marking,
pavilions, change rooms and community facilities.
At the moment those two examples alone — and they
are not exhaustive by a long shot — are
cross-subsidised by the rate base across an entire
municipality. I am wondering, if we see local
governments move to a cost-reflective model, which
might in fact result in enormous increases to the
community to use those particular facilities, what
would the government’s response be in relation to that.
I note that there is an opportunity to cap, but what is the
minister’s response to this?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for her
question. I sympathise with her on the issue of
cross-subsidisation within a council portfolio. There is
not an expectation that that in-built cross-subsidy would
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be ruled out under a council’s ability to budget
accordingly. I note though that in my own council of
Glen Eira the local pool and gymnasium — which the
Brumby government funded, by the way — is actually
performing at a very good profit margin, which is
helping to support other council-funded facilities and
services, including day care facilities, childcare
facilities, immunisation programs and the like. So it
does have the ability to go both ways. It is the fees that
are on your rates bill as a line item — things like
garbage charges et cetera — that we are very
specifically focusing on here. I will give the member
some level of comfort that there is no ability to treat the
services that she is concerned about, or that she raised,
any differently under the legislation than the way they
are currently.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for his answer. In relation to clause 5 of the
bill, which is headed ‘Council must prepare a budget’,
there are three different parts to section 127(4), which
the clause inserts into the principal act. It says that the
budget must contain a statement that council intends to
apply for a special order — that is the first version of a
budget. The second is that council has made an
application to the ESC, and this is for a variation, so
that is a second version of a budget. The third version
of a budget is that a special order has been made in
respect of the council. So I just want to get a sense of
this. Firstly, how many iterations of the budget do there
need to be; and secondly, does the council in fact need
to develop two budgets that contain two sets of
numbers?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for her
question. The purpose of this requirement is to provide
a degree of transparency and accountability in relation
to the council for the ratepayers. So what it means is
that where a higher cap is being sought or has in fact
been approved, and in order to promote effective
community engagement, that is disclosed on the rates
bill. It is not designed to be onerous on the council. It is
designed to have the council communicate that to the
ratepayers.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — So in relation
to the budget, and with these transparency measures in
the budget, should there be two versions of the budget
or should there be one budget with two sets of
numbers?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — It is not the expectation that
two budgets would necessarily be required. That would
be best left to the councils as to how they wish to
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budget. The very nature of this process is to enable
them, through this very specific clause, to provide that
where a council intends to apply to the ESC for a higher
cap or has applied for a higher cap and is waiting on the
outcome or in fact has had a higher cap approved by the
ESC, it must make a statement to this effect in the
council’s budget. There is not then a requirement or a
need for councils to run two sets of numbers.
Certainly — allow me to digress — given my own
commercial and finance background, I note there are
times when you prepare a range of scenarios depending
on what type of income levels you think you are going
to have or what kind of expenditure you are looking to
spend. It is therefore not uncommon for organisations
to have a range of what we would call scenario
planning. That does not necessarily mean that that is a
requirement because of this stipulation.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for his answer. In terms of the transparency the
government is seeking in relation to the community,
surely if councils did not run two sets of numbers, that
would be counter to the transparency the government is
trying to achieve?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for her
question. I refer back to my example about scenario
planning. This is simply about making some kind of, in
effect, statement in the budget about whether a council
has applied for a variation or been granted one. Again,
this issue of two budgets is one that I think is not
reflective of what the clause is intending to bring about.
I say to Ms Dunn, however, that I would be absolutely
staggered if in the preparation of their budgets right
now councils were not undertaking a range of scenario
planning to look at a range of different impacts upon
their revenue depending on different scenarios that
might take place; for example, if there was a forecast
that unemployment was going to go up and the council
was able to receive higher rates. Again, for example, if
there was a variation to the valuation of properties,
which obviously would have an impact upon rate
notices, but a council was not aware of what that
increase would be, then the council might do modelling
of revenue based on different revenue increases.
Similarly it might do one on decreases in revenue. I
therefore think that will happen as a natural part of the
process. That is not exclusive to this part of the
legislation.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for his answer. In relation to this clause, which
in my mind seeks to have a first, second and third
version of the budget, does the minister acknowledge
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that this is an additional administrative burden for local
government — and in fact an additional cost to local
government — which ultimately will be borne by the
ratepayers?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I am not sure that identifying
whether councils have gone through this process is a
significant burden for the council to note.
Clause agreed to; clauses 6 and 7 agreed to.
Clause 8
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — Just in relation
to the first part of this clause, and going to the purposes
and the base average rate, I am just wondering, in terms
of determining the rate cap, whether the current
Auditor-General’s office reports will be considered,
particularly in relation to infrastructure gaps and any
reporting around the closure of services that is seen
across the state.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — The expectation is — and the
ESC has made this clear — that the ESC will take that
information, collate it and try to make it simple for
everybody to understand what is included and why in
relation to any reporting and any decisions that it
makes.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — In relation to
new section 185A(a), what is the measure that will be
used to determine the sustainable outcomes in the
delivery of services and critical infrastructure?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — The very simple answer, not
to be disingenuous, is simply that the ESC will make
that determination.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — My next
question is in relation to new section 185D, headed
‘Minister may set average rate cap by general Order’. I
turn first to subsection (3), which says:
Before making a general Order the Minister must —
(a) request advice from the Essential Services
Commission …
(b) have regard to any advice received from the Essential
Services Commission …

I am just wondering, in terms of the wording of that,
what factors will be taken into account regarding the
advice from the ESC when the minister has regard to
that advice. I will leave it at that.
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Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — My understanding is that the
same standard factors that you would expect today are
the same standard factors that the ESC would take into
consideration in terms of responding to the minister’s
request for that advice.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — In relation to
the minister making a general order, how will
ministerial discretion be exercised in setting the average
rate cap?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — My understanding is that
under new section 185D(3) a general order must be
published in the Government Gazette on or before
31 December before the capped year or on or before
such other date fixed by the minister by notice
published in the Government Gazette in the financial
year before the capped year is to begin.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — If the minister
determines the setting of the average rate cap for other
reasons that go beyond the scope of the advice received
from the Essential Services Commission, how will that
discretion be exercised?
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Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I seem to
recall that when we left off we were talking about
ministerial discretion and the application of
decision-making in relation to setting the average rate
cap. My question is: in terms of setting the average rate
cap, will the minister publish and disclose the advice
given to her by the Essential Services Commission?
Mr Dalidakis — Which clause is Ms Dunn
referring to?
Ms DUNN — I beg your pardon. It is new
section 185D(3)(b) on page 7 of the bill.
Mr DALIDAKIS — I thank Ms Dunn for her
question. I think we were almost finished with this just
prior to dinner. New section 185D(3) provides that
before making a general order the Minister for Local
Government must request the advice of the Essential
Services Commission for the purposes of the
adjustment in setting the average rate cap and that the
minister must have regard to any advice received from
the ESC.

Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — In keeping with similar
advice that I provided to Mr Davis previously, the
minister must have regard to any advice received by the
ESC but is obviously not bound to follow the advice if
there is a need to exercise ministerial discretion in her
decision.

In relation to the publication of that — and I think this
was where we were before the dinner break — the bill
requires that a general order be published in the
Government Gazette on or before 31 December before
the capped year or if another date has been fixed by the
minister by notice published in the Government Gazette
on or before that date. Any other date fixed by the
minister must also be before the capped year begins.
The publication of the Government Gazette I think
deals with that question.

Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister. In relation to setting the average rate cap, what
are the assurances to communities and local
government that ministerial discretion will not be used
politically when setting the average rate cap?

Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for his answer, but the question is around the
advice the Essential Services Commission provides the
minister. Will that advice be published and disclosed to
the public?

Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for her
question. The realm of public opinion is such that
should a minister choose to vary a recommendation by
the ESC in a wildly significant way, that decision
would be questioned. There needs to be a degree of
understanding that the community should be taken
along with any decision that is undertaken. For want of
a better term, we will use common sense in relation to
the decisions that are made. Common sense would
dictate that a minister choosing to vary a decision and
not accept one by the ESC would do so for very good
reasons and obviously the minister would be
accountable for those decisions that are made.

Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — It is my understanding that
there is no requirement for the minister to publish the
advice by the ESC. Knowing Mr Davis as well as I do,
having been an intern for him back in 1997, his
application of the FOI laws are such that he will
probably avail himself of them. That said, I am happy
to take that matter on notice and speak with the minister
concerned to see whether or not the minister would
consider providing advice on an as is basis.

Sitting suspended 6.31 p.m. until 7.34 p.m.

Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I support
the point made by Ms Dunn. I believe it would be in the
public interest for those documents to be in the public
domain without there needing to be FOI requests or
other complex processes. It would be something that
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would improve transparency and ensure that outcomes
are fairer.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — Knowing that Mr Davis has
committed his public life to transparency, I can well
appreciate the request he has made. As I said to
Ms Dunn, I say to Mr Davis that I am happy to take that
on notice and ask that of the minister concerned.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — In relation to
the minister deliberating over setting the average rate
cap, in terms of ensuring transparency, openness and
consistency in the application of her decision-making
and integrity with the process, will the minister publish
the factors that led her to determine what that average
rate cap will be?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — The same answer that I just
provided to both Ms Dunn and Mr Davis in relation to
taking this on notice applies here. There is no
requirement in the legislation for the minister to
undertake that, but I am happy to take it on notice and
refer it back to the minister. It is important to note that
we are talking about a fairly long and involved process.
I think there is an expectation that as the minister works
her way through this process, given that the local
council will have had to undertake its own negotiations
and discussions in public and will have made its own
submission and requests for a variation to the ESC, and
the ESC would have had to undertake a similar amount
of discussion and consultation with the council, there
will be a far greater degree of information in the public
domain irrespective of whether that occurs. But again I
remain committed to raising this issue with my
colleague.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) — I just want
to record that I agree with the sentiment put forward on
this by Ms Dunn. I think those reasons for a decision
ought to be in the public domain. It would be wrong to
make these complex decisions and not to publish
detailed explanations.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — In relation to
new section 185D(2), which talks about all councils, a
class of councils or a specified council, can the minister
advise whether the 60 per cent of local government
authorities that will be negotiating enterprise bargaining
agreements may be considered as a class of councils?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — In relation to that very
specific question, new section 185D(2) does provide in
fact that a general order may apply with respect to all
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councils, a class of council or a specified council. In
relation to whether or not it would apply to a group of
councils undertaking an enterprise bargaining
agreement, I am not in a position to provide the
member with that specific answer at this point.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for his answer. New section 185E talks about a
council applying for a higher cap. I seek some clarity in
relation to section 185E(3)(b), which refers to the
reasons for a council seeking a higher cap. I am
wondering if the minister can provide clarity around
whether that is for specific projects, specific
infrastructure, services or operational expenses.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — My understanding is that new
section 185E(1) is in relation to a specific year.
Therefore a council that is the subject of a general order
may apply to the ESC specifying a higher cap in
relation very specifically to the financial year of the
council concerned, and it cannot exceed four years.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for his answer. A council may have a scenario
where it wants to apply for a higher cap for one year,
but that may go towards operational costs of that
organisation for only that one year. Is that something
that is possible in relation to this part of the bill?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — Yes.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for his clarity in relation to that. In relation to
section 185E(3)(d), which relates to the higher cap
being an efficient use of council resources and
representing value for money, I am wondering why in
this part of the legislation there is no reference to best
value principles and whether the Essential Services
Commission will apply best value principles when
evaluating an application.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank Ms Dunn for her
question. My understanding is that the issue of best
value is one that would be expected to be applied in any
case. The fact that it is not actually here should not be
seen as an omission. What I can tell Ms Dunn is that the
government is happy to stipulate that we expect the
issue of best value to be reviewed when the review of
the Local Government Act 1989 is undertaken. We
expect this to form a part of that review as well.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for his answer. In relation to new
section 185E(3)(c), which talks about the views of
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ratepayers and the community having been taken into
account in proposing the higher cap, can the minister
advise what would be the benchmark evidence that
local governments would have to provide to satisfy the
Essential Services Commission that the views of
ratepayers and the community have been taken into
account?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank Ms Dunn for the
question. The simple answer is that the requirement is
that you can prove that you have undertaken that
consultation. Whatever form that consultation takes is
best left to the council in terms of determining the best
way. Obviously a municipal council in the city might
deal with that in a different manner to the way one
would in a rural or regional area of Victoria. It is not
being prescriptive. The councils just need to
demonstrate that they have undertaken that kind of
evaluation process and how they have done so.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for his answer. In relation to new
section 185E(3)(e), which talks about consideration
being given to reprioritising proposed expenditures and
alternative funding options, can the minister advise
what evidence would be required by local governments
to satisfy this provision and the extent of evidence they
would need to provide to satisfy the Essential Services
Commission?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank Ms Dunn for the
question. The simple answer is community consultation
and then any appropriately efficient use of additional
resources at that point.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for his answer. Just moving back to new
section 185E(1), which talks about a higher cap for one
or more specified financial years up to a maximum of
four years, given that local government’s long-term
financial planning extends to a 10-year time frame, can
the minister advise why the limitation of four years
exists?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for her
question. I think the issue of four years in some respects
does a council a disservice because, if a council has
sought a variation, should that variation then be
accepted, or should the minister choose to provide a
different variation to the one recommended by ESC,
four years is the limit so that there is a level of
accountability to the ratepayers in relation to the
situation the council finds itself in financially, expressly
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because the bill makes no apologies for capping the
rates for people to pay within the municipality
concerned. So there is a concern that if it was to go
further than that four-year period, the council may not
be looking to try to address those issues that were
causing it concern at that point.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — In relation to
new section 185E(3), can the minister advise how the
prescribed fee, if any, will be set?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — The minister concerned has
already publicly committed the government to paying
the first year, so that should give the member a degree
of confidence that the government’s concern is to
ensure that it does not allow councils to be left
floundering.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister, although if I was a local government
councillor I am not sure that I would feel confident
about a commitment to local government if only one
year of fees was being covered. However, I will move
on to the role of the Essential Services Commission
(ESC) in relation to higher caps. It could be read that
the ESC is a quasi-appeals tribunal in that councils
make an application to the ESC for a higher cap, and
the likelihood is that the ESC could make a
recommendation that is contrary to the minister’s
determination in relation to the cap on a particular
council. Does the ESC have to provide evidence to the
minister as to why it believes a cap should be higher
than the one the minister has already provided?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — My understanding is that the
decision is published publicly, so given that the
decision is published publicly that should go a long way
to giving the member confidence in the decision itself.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I am glad that
the decision on an application for a higher cap is
published publicly, but are the supporting materials and
the factors that led to the agreement with that higher
cap also published publicly?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for her
question. My understanding is that the answer is yes.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for his answer. In relation to applying for a
higher cap, should the ESC determine that the council
will not be granted a higher cap, will the reasons for
that be provided to that local government authority and
published publicly as well?
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Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank the member for her
question. I think it is important to pause to reflect at this
point and remember that the ESC is not the
decision-maker: it is making a recommendation to the
minister. The ultimate decision obviously will be
determined by the minister, but should the council be
looking for feedback from the ESC, I believe that
feedback will be provided.
Clause agreed to; clauses 9 to 11 agreed to.
Clause 12
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trendlines, if that is a trendline that occurs across the
local government sector, is yes.
Clause agreed to; clause 13 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Report adopted.
Third reading
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Elasmar) —
Order! The question is:
That the bill be now read a third time and do pass.

Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — My question
is in relation to clause 12 inserting proposed
section 10E(1)(a) which talks about monitoring and
reviewing councils’ compliance. Could the minister
elaborate on what the full extent of monitoring and
reviewing will include?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank Ms Dunn for her
question. I believe I probably addressed this issue with
some of the concerns that Mr Davis raised earlier in
terms of both the monitoring and the reporting of the
ESC. Primarily and predominantly that deals directly
with the application of the legislation and being able to
report back to the minister about what the councils have
or have not done, whether they have met their
requirements or whether they have exceeded them. This
is a very simple provision that effectively inserts a
brand-new section that provides for the functions of the
ESC in terms of its application as we have already
discussed.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for his answer. Moving down to proposed
subsection (1)(c), it talks about identifying trends across
the local government sector. Will the identification of
trends across the sector include infrastructure provision,
renewal of infrastructure and maintenance of
infrastructure as part of those trendlines?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — The simple answer is yes.
Ms DUNN (Eastern Metropolitan) — This may well
be another short answer in relation to that same
paragraph. In terms of trends across the local
government sector, will service delivery also be
included as part of measuring trends across the sector?
Mr DALIDAKIS (Minister for Small Business,
Innovation and Trade) — I thank Ms Dunn for the
question. Again the simple answer in terms of

House divided on question:
Ayes, 32
Atkinson, Mr
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Bourman, Mr
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Dalidakis, Mr
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr
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Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
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Fitzherbert, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lovell, Ms

Melhem, Mr
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Rich-Phillips, Mr (Teller)
Shing, Ms (Teller)
Somyurek, Mr
Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
Wooldridge, Ms
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Noes, 7
Barber, Mr
Carling-Jenkins, Dr (Teller)
Dunn, Ms (Teller)
Hartland, Ms

Patten, Ms
Pennicuik, Ms
Springle, Ms

Question agreed to.
Read third time.

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS
COMMITTEE
Membership
The PRESIDENT — Order! I have received the
following letter from Emma Kealy, the member for
Lowan in another place:
I hereby give notice of my intention to resign from the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee, effective
immediately.
I have greatly appreciated the opportunity to participate in the
important parliamentary process that the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee offers the Victorian Parliament.
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I wish to express my sincere thanks to fellow parliamentary
members of the committee and committee staff for their
advice, input and support.

Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — By
leave, I move:
That Ms Bath be a member of the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee.

Motion agreed to.

DRUGS, POISONS AND CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES AMENDMENT BILL 2015
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Mr HERBERT
(Minister for Training and Skills); by leave, ordered
to be read second time forthwith.
Statement of compatibility
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and Skills)
tabled following statement in accordance with
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act
2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the ‘charter’), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Drugs, Poisons
and Controlled Substances Amendment Bill 2015.
In my opinion, the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
Amendment Bill 2015, as introduced to the Legislative
Council, is compatible with human rights as set out in the
charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this
statement.
Overview
The bill amends the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled
Substances Act 1981 (drugs act) to create new offences to
strengthen laws against the manufacture and distribution of
illicit drugs such as ice.
The bill establishes new offences in relation to trafficking or
supplying illicit drugs at or near schools, possessing or
publishing instructions to traffic or cultivate illicit drugs,
using violence or threats to compel another person to traffic
illicit drugs, and permitting a premises to be used by another
person to traffic or cultivate illicit drugs.
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with, respectively, trafficking in drugs of dependence to
children, trafficking in drugs of dependence and supplying
drugs of dependence to children.
Each new offence imposes a higher penalty for the particular
criminal conduct when it occurs at or near a school, with a
maximum term of imprisonment that is higher by five years
than the penalty for the existing offence. In each of these
offences, the area near a school is taken to be any public place
within 300 metres of the school.
Protection of families and children
The provisions established by clauses 5, 6 and 9 of the bill
promote the right in section 17(2) of the charter, which
recognises that children are entitled to special protection. This
right is premised on the recognition of the child’s
vulnerability because of their age.
The objective of the new offences established by clauses 5, 6
and 9 is to better protect school children through stronger
laws against drug dealing in and around the schools they
attend daily. The seriousness of the offences reflects the view
that drug dealing in or around schools is particularly heinous
because of the vulnerability of children to becoming the
targets of or witnessing drug deals.
The heavier penalties associated with the new offences are
intended to send a strong message about the seriousness of the
conduct, as well as provide appropriate punishment for those
who engage in the conduct.
Possession or publication of instructions to manufacture or
cultivate illicit drugs
Clause 10 of the bill amends the drugs act to insert new
offences which prohibit the possession or publication of
instructions about how to traffic or cultivate illicit drugs.
Specifically, clause 10 inserts new section 71E in the drugs
act to make it an offence for a person who is not authorised or
licensed under the drugs act or otherwise does not have a
reasonable excuse, to possess a document containing
instructions for trafficking (including manufacturing) or
cultivating a drug of dependence. Clause 10 also inserts new
section 71F in the drugs act that creates an offence for a
person to publish a document containing instructions for
trafficking or cultivating a drug of dependence where that
person intends, knows or is reckless as to whether the
instructions will be used by others for trafficking or
cultivation purposes. The penalty for these offences is up to
five years imprisonment.
These offences are also being added by clause 14 of the bill to
the list of offences in sections 79 and 80 of the drugs act in
relation to which a person may be found guilty of an offence
of conspiracy or incitement under the drugs act.

Human rights protected by the charter that are relevant
to the bill

Clause 10 of the bill engages two charter rights — the right to
freedom of expression (section 15 of the charter) and the right
to the presumption of innocence (section 25 of the charter).

A number of provisions of the bill engage charter rights.

Freedom of expression

Trafficking or supplying drugs in and around schools

Section 15(2) of the charter provides a person with the right to
freedom of expression, which includes the freedom to seek,
receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds. Special
duties and responsibilities are attached to the right to freedom
of expression, and this right may be subject to lawful

Clauses 5, 6 and 9 of the bill insert new offences in
sections 71AB, 71AC and 71B of the drugs act, which will sit
alongside the existing offences in those sections that deal
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restrictions reasonably necessary to respect the rights and
reputation of other persons or for the protection of national
security, public order, public health or public morality.
While the offences in clause 10 may be said to limit freedom
of expression by attaching penalties to the possession and
publication of information, the limitation clearly falls within
the internal limitation to that right in section 15(3) as lawful
and reasonably necessary to protect public order and public
health.
The objective of both offences is to assist enforcement efforts
to shut down the domestic production of illicit drugs such as
ice in clandestine drug laboratories. The offences are intended
to deter and sanction conduct that makes drug ‘recipes’ more
widely available in the community and increases the risk that
individuals will either make or grow illicit drugs themselves,
or incite or assist others to commit these crimes. Such
behaviour increases the supply of illicit drugs in the
community and potentially causes people harm.
According to the Australian Crime Commission, domestic
production of methylamphetamine in clandestine drug
laboratories has remained steady in Australia, despite an
upward trend in importations of methylamphetamine since
2010, and continues to play a substantial role in supply.
The proposed offences are lawful in that they are established
by legislation and the circumstances in which they apply are
appropriately limited to ensure only those intended to be
captured by the offences will be captured.
For example, the provisions exclude persons who possess or
publish instructions for drug trafficking or cultivation in
connection with activities that are authorised or licensed
directly under the drugs act (such as drug manufacture, the
provision of health services, or for industrial, educational,
advisory or research purposes), and except persons who have
a reasonable excuse.
Further, the proposed offence of publishing drug trafficking
or cultivating instructions will require proof that the person
knew or was reckless as to whether the instructions would be
used by another person for those purposes. This requirement
will ensure that only people who intend for the instructions to
be used or are reckless to the probability will be captured by
the offence.
A further safeguard is that for the offence of possessing drug
trafficking or cultivating instructions, the court will have the
option of adjourning proceedings without conviction for up to
12 months for a first time drug offender, under amendments
to the drugs act made by clause 13 of the bill. This will
empower the court to allow the person to enter into an
adjourned bond for 12 months under section 75(1) of the
Sentencing Act 1991.
Consequently, the offences are lawful and reasonably
necessary to protect public order and public heath within the
internal limitation provided by section 15(3) of the charter.
Presumption of innocence
Section 25(1) of the charter provides that a person charged
with a criminal offence has the right to be presumed innocent
until proven guilty in accordance with the law.
The onus of proving an accused’s guilt beyond reasonable
doubt lies on the prosecution. However, where the law allows
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for a reasonable excuse to an offence, an accused needs to
present or point to evidence that suggests a reasonable
possibility of the existence of facts that would establish that
excuse. When the accused meets this evidential burden, the
prosecution will then have the task of disproving the
availability of that excuse beyond reasonable doubt.
The offences in new sections 71E and 71F in clause 10 of the
bill each place an evidential burden on the accused to point to
a reasonable excuse to engage the exception to the offence.
To ensure that the onus is evidential only, clause 10 disapplies
section 104 of the drugs act to each offence. Section 104 of
the drugs act provides that in any proceedings for an offence
against the drugs act, the legal burden of proving any matter
of exception, qualification or defence rests with the accused.
The placing of an evidential onus on the accused to point to a
reasonable excuse may be considered a limitation on the right
to be presumed innocent. However, any limitation will be
reasonable as the excuse will be based on facts that are
peculiarly within the accused’s knowledge.
Amendments to the Confiscation Act 1997
Clause 17 of the bill adds to the list of serious drug offences
in schedule 2 of the Confiscation Act by including the
proposed offences in new section 71AB(2) (trafficking to a
child at or near a school) and new section 71AC(2)
(trafficking at or near a school) of the drugs act.
The listing of an offence in Schedule 2 of the Confiscation
Act means that a person convicted of the offence may be
subject to the ‘automatic forfeiture’ regime in that act, which
provides for the proceeds of the offence to be forfeited to the
state 60 days following an accused’s conviction.
The listing of an offence in schedule 2 of the Confiscation Act
also means that the ‘civil forfeiture’ regime applies to the
offence. Under civil forfeiture, property that is reasonably
suspected to be the proceeds of one or more schedule 2
offences can be forfeited to the state, irrespective of whether a
person has been charged or convicted of that offence.
Clause 17 of the bill engages the right not to be deprived of
property in section 20 of the charter.
Property rights
Section 20 of the charter establishes a right not to be deprived
of property other than in accordance with the law.
Clause 17 of the bill may limit section 20 of the charter
because it establishes new schedule 2 offences that may
enliven the Confiscation Act’s automatic forfeiture and civil
forfeiture schemes and result in the forfeiture of property.
However, the limitation is reasonable for the following
reasons.
The purposes of the automatic forfeiture and civil forfeiture
schemes are to deprive persons of the proceeds of their crime
and of property used in the commission of crime, to deter
persons from engaging in criminal activity and to disrupt
criminal activity.
The Confiscation Act contains strong powers that are
primarily directed at confiscating persons’ property, but these
strong powers are balanced by a range of appropriate
safeguards designed to protect the individual rights of persons
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who may be subject to the scheme. These safeguards include
the right for the accused and other persons to seek to exclude
property from the operation of restraint or forfeiture on
specified grounds. The court also has broad powers to modify
the operation of restraining orders and, in the case of civil
forfeiture, powers to make appropriate orders to address
hardship.

families, support frontline workers, invest in prevention
programs and drug rehabilitation, reduce supply and make
communities safer.

The seriousness of the offences being added to schedule 2 of
the Confiscation Act is in line with the seriousness of the
other drug offences in the schedule, which include the
existing offences in section 71AB (trafficking a drug of
dependence to a child) and section 71AC (trafficking a drug
of dependence) of the drugs act.

Ice, or crystal methylamphetamine, is a dangerous drug
causing significant harm to Victorian families and
communities.

In addition, the objective of deterring serious drug crime that
underpins the new trafficking offences aligns with the
confiscation scheme’s own policy objective of deterring
serious crime.
In light of the purpose of the confiscation scheme, and the
safeguards that operate to protect the individual rights of
persons who may be subject to the scheme, the inclusion of
the proposed new offences in schedule 2 of the Confiscation
Act is compatible with the right not to be deprived of property
under the charter.
The Hon. Steven Herbert, MP
Minister for Training and Skills

Second reading
Ordered that second-reading speech be
incorporated into Hansard on motion of
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and Skills).
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Incorporated speech as follows:
This bill delivers on the Victorian government’s commitment
to introduce tough new laws to stop drug dealers.
The government’s election commitment on ice, Ice
Intervention, outlined steps to tackle the ice epidemic and find
a solution to make communities safer.
That commitment included new criminal offences targeting
ice: publishing or possessing instructions for ice, trafficking
ice to school students or near a school, allowing the use of
premises for the manufacture or trafficking of ice, and
trafficking ice associated with violence or threats.
The commitment also pledged the delivery of an Ice Action
Plan in the government’s first 100 days of office.
In March 2015, the government released Victoria’s Ice
Action Plan and embarked on a landmark, $45.5 million
effort to reduce the supply, demand and harm of ice.
The Ice Action Plan recognises the complexity of the ice
problem and outlines a balanced approach to reducing supply,
demand and harm. The government is working together with
Victoria Police and legal, health and youth experts to help
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In addition, Victoria has been working with the
commonwealth and other states and territories to assist in the
development of the national ice action strategy.

Whether imported from overseas or produced locally in
clandestine drug laboratories, the supply and distribution of
ice is a major concern. According to the Australian Crime
Commission the market for ice in Australia is entrenched and
expanding, and of all illicit drugs, ice poses the highest risk to
the Australian community.
In Victoria, a Sentencing Advisory Council report released in
March 2015 found that ice was the most common drug
trafficked in commercial quantities in Victoria over the last
five years.
As part of efforts to reduce the supply of ice on our streets,
Victoria’s Ice Action Plan outlines measures such as cracking
down on clandestine drug laboratories and following the
money trail of those profiting from drug addiction. The plan
also affirms the government’s commitment to introduce new
drug offences.
This bill will fulfil that commitment and help strengthen
Victoria’s drug laws by targeting behaviour that contributes to
the domestic manufacture and trafficking of illicit drugs such
as ice.
The bill establishes seven new indictable offences, developed
to fit with the existing legislative framework of the Drugs,
Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981 (the drugs act).
While the government’s election commitment dealt
specifically with the drug ice, the offences in the bill apply to
all drugs of dependence to maintain consistency with other
illicit drug offences in that act.
I turn now to the key provisions of the bill.
Trafficking or supplying illicit drugs in or near schools
Clauses 5, 6 and 9 of the bill give effect to the government’s
commitment to target people who deal ice to school children
in or around school premises. They reflect the government’s
firm view that drug dealing is even more heinous when it
occurs in or around schools where the risk of children being
targeted by drug dealers or witnessing drug dealing is much
greater. This conduct deserves a stronger form of deterrence
and heavier penalties.
The bill inserts new offences in sections 71AB, 71AC and
71B of the drugs act, which will sit alongside the existing
offences in those sections that deal with, respectively,
trafficking in drugs of dependence to children, trafficking in
drugs of dependence and supplying drugs of dependence to
children.
Each new offence imposes a higher penalty for the particular
criminal conduct when it occurs at or near a school, with a
maximum term of imprisonment that is higher by five years
than the penalty for the existing offence. The area near a
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school is taken to be any public place within 300 metres of
the school.
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these crimes. In turn, this contributes to the problem of
domestic drug production, especially in individual,
addict-based or small-scale clandestine laboratories.

In clause 5 of the bill, the new offence of trafficking in a drug
of dependence to a child at or near a school carries a penalty
of up to 25 years imprisonment. In clause 6 of the bill, the
new offence of trafficking in a drug of dependence at or near
a school carries a penalty of up to 20 years imprisonment.

Clause 10 of the bill inserts two offences in the drugs act to
deter people from obtaining and keeping information about
how to manufacture or cultivate illicit drugs, or disseminating
this information on the internet or in other ways.

Clause 9 of the bill establishes a new offence of supplying a
drug of dependence to a child at or near a school for the
purpose of the child either supplying the drug to someone else
or using the drug. The penalty is a maximum term of
imprisonment of 20 years or a fine of up to 1600 penalty
units, or both.

New section 71E in clause 10 of the bill makes it an offence
for a person, unless authorised or licensed under the drugs act
or otherwise with a reasonable excuse, to possess a document
containing instructions for trafficking or cultivating a drug of
dependence. This offence carries a penalty of up to five years
imprisonment or a fine of up to 600 penalty units, or both.

Consistent with the objective of deterring serious crime, the
trafficking offences in clauses 5 and 6 of the bill are being
added under clause 17 to the list of serious drug offences in
schedule 2 to the Confiscation Act 1997. That act establishes
a scheme for the confiscation of the proceeds and instruments
of crime, and of property suspected to be tainted in relation to
serious criminal activity. The inclusion of an offence within
schedule 2 of the Confiscation Act means that the offence
may lead to automatic forfeiture following conviction and
enliven the civil forfeiture scheme.

New section 71F in clause 10 of the bill makes it an offence
for a person, unless authorised or licensed under the drugs act
or otherwise with a reasonable excuse, to publish a document
containing instructions for trafficking or cultivating a drug of
dependence where the person intends, knows or is reckless as
to whether the instructions will be used by others for
trafficking or cultivating purposes. The term ‘publish’ as used
in this section includes selling, displaying, distributing and
demonstrating. The penalty for this offence is up to 10 years
imprisonment or a fine of up to 1200 penalty units, or both.

Use of violence or threats to compel trafficking

In each of these offences, persons who are authorised or
licensed under the drugs act — for example to manufacture
drugs, provide health services or carry out industrial,
educational, advisory or research activities — are excluded
from the offence. Thus a person who is required to keep, use
or share information about manufacturing or cultivating illicit
drugs as part of those authorised activities is not intended to
be captured by these offences.

The final report of the inquiry into the supply and use of
methamphetamine in Victoria by the Law Reform, Drugs and
Crime Prevention Committee noted that the involvement of
organised crime groups in the production and distribution of
methamphetamine in Australia created the preconditions for a
type of systemic violence, wherein violent behaviour is used
in the illegal drug market to facilitate drug transactions.
A well-known example of systemic violence in this context is
where a member of an organised crime group or criminal
syndicate coerces a drug user into becoming a dealer, either
by using physical force against the drug user or by using or
threatening violence against the drug user’s family members
or friends.
Clause 7 of the bill aims to strengthen Victoria’s drug laws
against this specific form of systemic violence by inserting
new section 71AD in the drugs act. This clause creates a new
offence of intentionally compelling another person to traffic
in a drug of dependence by threatening harm or using
violence against that person or another person. The offence
carries a penalty of up to five years imprisonment.
The clause clarifies that the person who has been compelled
to traffic remains liable for an offence of trafficking. There is
no intention, however, to limit the potential availability to that
person of a defence of duress or duress in the context of
family violence. To this end, the section specifies that it does
not limit or affect the operation of sections 322O and 322P of
the Crimes Act 1958, which relate to the defence of duress.
Possession or publication of instructions
Among the factors the Australian Crime Commission
identified to support its conclusions about the risks posed by
ice, the commission noted the simultaneous presence of both
importation and domestic manufacture as sources of supply.
The possession and dissemination of illicit drug ‘recipes’
increases the risk that individuals will either make or grow
illicit drugs themselves, or incite or assist others to commit

Other persons may have a reasonable excuse depending on
the circumstances. It will be for the courts to determine
reasonable excuse in all of the circumstances of each
individual case.
For the possession offence in new section 71E, the court will
have the option of adjourning proceedings without conviction
for up to 12 months for a first time drug offender, under
amendments made by clause 13 of the bill to the ‘adjourned
bonds’ provisions of the drugs act.
Permitting use of premises
The report of the inquiry into the supply and use of
methamphetamine in Victoria highlighted the substantial
proportion of clandestine laboratories found in residential
premises in Victoria and the hazards faced by responders such
as police and forensic chemists and by children and others
who live in or close to such environments.
It is proposed to strengthen laws against the use of premises
to host clandestine drug laboratories or cannabis ‘crop
houses’ by inserting new section 72D in the drugs act under
clause 12 of the bill. This section makes it an offence for an
owner or occupier to intentionally allow their premises to be
used for trafficking or cultivating a drug of dependence,
unless the person is authorised or licensed under the drugs act.
The penalty for this offence is up to five years imprisonment.
To reflect the breadth of the circumstances in which Victoria
Police officers find clandestine drug laboratories, ‘premises’
is defined in clause 12 to include residential dwellings,
commercial buildings, structures on land such as cabins or
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sheds, and vehicles including motor vehicles, aircraft and
vessels.

government appointed members or council appointed
members.

Taken together, the new offences in this bill, as outlined, will
target conduct that contributes to the domestic production and
trafficking of illicit drugs such as ice, and will help to
strengthen the deterrent effect of Victoria’s illicit drug regime.

Human rights issues

I commend the bill to the house.

There are no human rights protected by the charter that are
relevant to the bill.

Human rights protected by the charter that are relevant to
the bill

Debate adjourned for Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern
Victoria) on motion of Mr Ondarchie.

Are the relevant charter rights actually limited by the bill?

Debate adjourned until Thursday, 3 December.

The bill does not limit any human rights protected by the
charter.

EDUCATION LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT (TAFE AND UNIVERSITY
GOVERNANCE REFORM) BILL 2015
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Mr HERBERT
(Minister for Training and Skills); by leave, ordered
to be read second time forthwith.

The Hon. Steve Herbert, MP
Minister for Training and Skills

Second reading
Ordered that second-reading speech be
incorporated into Hansard on motion of
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and Skills).
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Statement of compatibility
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and Skills)
tabled following statement in accordance with
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act
2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the charter act), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Education
Legislation Amendment (TAFE and University Governance
Reform) Bill 2015.
In my opinion, the Education Legislation Amendment (TAFE
and University Governance Reform) Bill 2015, as introduced
in the Legislative Council, is compatible with human rights as
set out in the charter act. I base my opinions on the reasons
outlined in this statement.
Overview
The bill will make a number of amendments to the Education
and Training Reform Act 2006 (the ETR act) to alter the
composition of and means of appointment to TAFE institute
boards. Significantly, the bill will add TAFE institute chief
executive officers and staff-elected directors to boards and
will enable boards to elect their own chairpersons, and
directly coopt some members.

Incorporated speech as follows:
The bill amends the Education and Training Reform Act 2006
(ETR act) and the eight Victorian public university acts to
implement the government’s election commitment to restore
democracy to TAFE institutes and universities, and
independence to TAFE institutes.
Good governance in Victoria
Good governance is about supporting our organisations and
institutions to deliver the right outcomes by building cultures
and promoting behaviours that ensure transparency and
accountability, and result in sound financial management and
good decision-making.
For many services in Victoria, such as water, electricity and
education, we have actively sought to devolve governance
arrangements away from the public service to ensure that
those making the decisions are as close as possible to those
using the services. This maximises opportunities for
community participation, helps to build trust and ultimately
results in a robust democracy.
It is the role of the government to build and maintain the
frameworks to facilitate good governance to ensure that these
organisations are delivering the outcomes that the community
expects.

The bill will also make a series of technical amendments to
the TAFE institute provisions set out in division 2 of part 3.1
of the ETR act.

The government will lead the way, within Australia and
around the world, by demonstrating what best practice public
sector governance can look like.

Lastly, the bill will make identical amendments to the eight
Victorian public university acts to add elected staff and
student members to each university council and enable the
requirement for university councils to include members with
financial and commercial skills to be met by either

Whole-of-government governance safeguards
Organisations such as TAFEs are overseen by boards of
governance. The government has minimum standards that it
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expects its boards, and their chairpersons and directors, to
meet.
The appointment and remuneration guidelines set many of
these standards and have been updated to strengthen our
processes and better reflect changes in government policy,
such as our commitment that 50 per cent of all appointments
to paid boards and Victorian courts are women.
The revised guidelines also clarify who is eligible to receive
payment, what mandatory probity checks must be performed
and which authority is required to approve an appointment.
The revised guidelines are given effect by a new Premier’s
circular on good board governance, designed to lift the bar
higher still and address key risks raised by the Ombudsman in
the December 2013 report: A Review of the Governance of
Public Sector Boards in Victoria.
Specifically, this circular requires a greater duty of care be
taken when recruiting and selecting board members.
Ultimate responsibility for the way public entities are
governed will always rest with the government; but
departments and non-departmental entities are also required
to assist ministers in discharging their responsibilities by
designing recruitment and selection processes that are merit
based, fair, open and attract a diversity of applicants.
In practice, this means that position descriptions and selection
criteria must be developed for all board vacancies; all
chairpersons must maintain a skills matrix to inform
vacancies and assist succession planning; ministers must be
afforded the opportunity to select the strongest candidate for
each vacancy, based on a position description that reflects the
skills and experience required by the board and all appointees
must be selected on merit.
The government also requires that adequate induction
processes be put in place to allow new board members to
participate fully and actively in board decision-making at the
earliest opportunity.
The circular and revised guidelines will safeguard good
governance in all government boards and committees,
providing Victorians with pride and confidence in the
institutions that service them.
TAFE institutes
TAFE institutes are large, complex entities, in charge of
significant amounts of public funds — however, they cannot
be governed on the basis of commercial drivers alone. It is
essential that boards understand the issues affecting staff,
students and the community. In 2012, the previous
government removed elected staff and students, and chief
executive officers, as board members, and no longer allowed
boards to elect their own chairperson.
The bill will reform the governance arrangements for the 12
TAFE institutes operating in Victoria by adding at least one
elected staff director, and the chief executive officer, to the
boards. In addition, TAFE institute boards will be given more
independence to appoint their own board members, and elect
their own chairperson from the board.
These amendments will result in TAFE institutes being
governed by new boards of between 10 and 15 directors. Of
the new boards, at least half will be appointed by the minister,

COUNCIL

Thursday, 26 November 2015

at least one will be a staff-elected director and one will be the
chief executive officer. The remaining directors will be
coopted by the new board before they elect their own
chairperson.
It is important when members are appointed, including
coopted members, that boards adhere to the government’s
commitment that 50 per cent of all appointments are women,
which will result in more balanced and representative TAFE
boards.
The staff directors will be elected by a direct election — staff
will determine the person they want on TAFE boards.
Candidate eligibility for election will be kept as broad as
possible to allow the greatest pool of talent to nominate for
election. If eligible, elected staff directors will be entitled to
be remunerated. Elected staff must act in the best interests of
the TAFE institute and have the same obligations as all other
directors.
The revised governance arrangements will be implemented
over a six-month transition period to allow for TAFE
constitutions to be remade, and elections to be held. The term
of all existing TAFE institute directors as at the day before the
legislation commences will be extended to the end of the
transition period.
During the transition period, the minister will appoint
ministerial nominee directors to take office at the end of the
transition period and be part of the new board. There will be
no prohibition on the minister or the board appointing, or
coopting, former directors to the new board.
While the amendments give boards more say in the way they
are composed, the public and the government need to be
confident that TAFE institutes will be governed appropriately.
This is particularly the case because TAFE institutes receive
significant government funding, educate valuable and
potentially vulnerable students, and are important in driving
regional economic development.
Accordingly, the new governance arrangements to be
implemented by this bill will be accompanied by a series of
measures to ensure good governance.
One of the keys to good governance is to have a strong and
effective chairperson. The government believes that TAFE
institutes are best placed to determine who the most
appropriate chairperson is, and as such, the bill will empower
TAFE institute boards to elect their own chairperson.
The Department of Education and Training (the department)
will support TAFE institute boards to identify an
appropriately skilled and experienced chairperson. For
example, the department may provide boards with a list of
skills and experience needed for the chairperson and an
outline of how the role of chairperson differs from that of
board director.
Further to this, if the elected chairperson was not considered
appropriate by the minister, the minister will have an
opportunity to object to the appointment.
To preserve the independence of TAFE institute boards, in
the ordinary course of events, only a TAFE institute board
will be able to remove or suspend a chairperson. However, in
exceptional circumstances, the minister will hold the power to
remove or suspend a chairperson, for example, if public funds
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or the interests of students were being put at significant risk,
and the board itself had no intent to remove or suspend them.

Elected members must act in the interest of the university and
have the same obligations as all other council members.

As with chairpersons, it is important that appropriately skilled
and experienced people are coopted onto the board.
Accordingly, the bill will require TAFE institute boards to
have regard to a range of skills and experiences when
coopting directors. In addition, consistent with the
whole-of-government approach to good governance, I expect
all chairpersons to maintain a skills matrix to inform
vacancies and assist succession planning; coopted directors
should be the strongest candidate for each vacancy, based on
a position description that reflects the skills and experience
required by the board and all appointees must be selected on
merit through a transparent process.

University council terms will not exceed three years for
elected staff members and two years for elected student
members. University councils will have the flexibility to
specify term lengths for elected members. This flexibility will
allow casual vacancies to be filled for the remainder of terms;
universities to time elections during university semesters so
that the most staff and students are able to vote on their
respective member of council; and allow new students
starting at the beginning of the year to vote for their incoming
elected members, rather than students concluding their studies
voting on the next year’s elected members.

Further measures to ensure good governance will be
implemented in relation to elected staff directors. Remade
TAFE constitutions will require directors, where needed, to
be provided with appropriate governance training and support
to enable them to effectively discharge their duties as board
members. All elected staff directors will undertake this
training.
It is not proposed for the constitutions to specify the exact
training that must be undertaken; instead, TAFE institutes will
be given scope to determine what training is appropriate. The
department will work with boards and other organisations to
develop an induction program and tailored package of
training relevant to TAFE institutes.
The training and support must also make clear to elected staff
members the importance of respecting the confidentiality of
board decisions and documents; as well as understanding how
the rules around conflict of interest apply to them. Other
board members have to adhere to these good governance
principles and rules; elected members and the CEO must too.
I am determined that elected staff members will be supported
to understand their governance responsibilities and
obligations as board members. Once elected, staff directors’
responsibility as a board member is to consider the best
interests of the TAFE institute when making board decisions.
Under the reformed governance arrangements, the Governor
in Council will retain a reserve power to remove the entire
board of a TAFE institute on the advice of the minister.
Universities
The bill will amend the eight Victorian public university acts
to implement the government’s election commitment to
restore an elected staff member and student to public
university councils. In 2012, the former government removed
this right for university students and staff.
The minimum size of a university council will increase from
11 to 13 to accommodate an elected staff and student council
member. There will not be any change to the maximum size,
which remains at 21. Universities will determine individually,
through statutes or, where more appropriate, regulations, how
many elected members will be on council.
Like TAFEs, university councils will transition to these new
arrangements over a six-month period. During this time,
universities will be required to make or amend statutes to
provide for election processes, including such things as
candidate eligibility, which will be kept broad to allow the
greatest pool of talent to nominate for election. As with TAFE
board elections, these elections will be direct elections.

It will be fundamental that elected staff and student council
members receive adequate training and support to discharge
their responsibilities. To this end, the bill will give universities
a specific power to make statutes and regulations regarding
the training and support to be provided to members of
council. The government has a clear expectation that it will be
mandatory for all elected members to receive appropriate
training, and available for all council members as universities
see fit. As minister, I will write to universities following the
passage of the bill setting out this expectation.
In my discussions with university chancellors, they agree that
they will provide council members with the training and
support that enables them to understand and discharge
appropriately their governance duties. Everyone’s interests
are best served by doing this.
The training and support will make clear to elected members
the importance of respecting the confidentiality of council
decisions and documents; as well as understanding how the
rules around conflict of interest apply to them. I am
determined that elected members will be supported to
understand their governance responsibilities and obligations
on council. Elected members’ responsibility is to consider the
best interests of their university when making council
decisions.
Elected staff and student members of university councils, if
eligible, will be entitled to be remunerated.
In addition, the bill will broaden the skills mix on university
councils by requiring each university council to include a
minimum of two members with financial expertise and one
member with commercial expertise from either government
or council appointed members. At present, this requirement
must be met by government appointed members only, which
limits the flexibility of government in relation to university
council appointments.
Conclusion
In conclusion, the bill will amend the ETR act and the eight
Victorian public university acts to change the governance
arrangements for TAFE boards and university councils, to
implement election commitments to make them more
democratic, independent and representative of the
communities they serve.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned for Mr DRUM (Northern
Victoria) on motion of Mr Ondarchie.
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 3 December.
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JUSTICE LEGISLATION FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL 2015
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Mr HERBERT
(Minister for Training and Skills); by leave, ordered
to be read second time forthwith.
Statement of compatibility
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and Skills)
tabled following statement in accordance with
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act
2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the charter), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Justice
Legislation Further Amendment Bill 2015.
In my opinion, the Justice Legislation Further Amendment
Bill 2015, as introduced to the Legislative Council, is
compatible with human rights as set out in the charter. I base
my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Human rights issues
Human rights protected by the charter that are relevant to
the bill
Fair hearing
The right to a fair hearing, as outlined in section 24 of the
charter, is relevant to the bill. Section 24(1) provides for the
right to a fair hearing from a ‘competent, independent and
impartial court or tribunal’.
The bill protects and enhances judicial independence by
ensuring that superannuation for magistrates, reserve
magistrates, coroners, and judicial registrars, has a clear
legislative framework. Adequate and secure remuneration,
including entitlements, is a key component of judicial
independence.
The right to a fair hearing may also be relevant to the
expungement scheme amendment, in expanding the pool of
qualified VCAT members able to hear appeals in relation to
the scheme. This amendment will enhance section 24(1), as it
will reduce potential delay in deciding appeals.
The Hon. Steve Herbert, MLC
Minister for Training and Skills

Second reading
Ordered that second-reading speech be
incorporated into Hansard on motion of
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and Skills).

Thursday, 26 November 2015

Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Incorporated speech as follows:
The Justice Legislation Further Amendment Bill will improve
the operation of the courts and tribunals and increase the
speed of execution of warrants throughout Victoria.
The bill will provide a clear legislative basis for the
superannuation entitlements of magistrates, reserve
magistrates and coroners and validate past payments of
superannuation to those officers as well as judicial registrars.
It will provide that a person appointed as chief judge or Chief
Magistrate must also be appointed as a judge of the higher
court.
Electronic transfer of warrants
Victoria Police’s existing processes for executing a copy of a
warrant to arrest involves a number of manual steps and can
result in delays and errors. This is primarily due to
section 57(9) of the Magistrates’ Court Act 1989, which
provides that the execution copy of a warrant must be in
writing and must be signed or otherwise authenticated by the
person issuing it. The average time under the existing process,
from court issue to availability to update the Victoria Police
law enforcement assistance program (LEAP) system, is
between two and four days. Such delays can have tragic
consequences for the community, where there is a need to
arrest an offender quickly, especially an offender accused of
committing violent offences.
The State Coroner recently recommended in the findings into
the death of Luke Geoffrey Batty that all warrants issued in
relation to family violence-related incidents be executed with
high priority and entered onto the Victoria Police LEAP
system within 24 hours of issue.
The bill will significantly streamline the warrant process by
enabling magistrates and registrars in the Magistrates and
Children’s courts to transfer the warrant information
electronically to Victoria Police’s LEAP system via the
court’s information technology system, known as Courtlink.
This is not currently possible, because if Victoria Police print
their own version of the warrant from the LEAP system, the
printed version will not have been signed or authenticated by
the issuing magistrate or registrar and may therefore be
unenforceable.
The bill will therefore provide that a warrant directed to a
police officer under section 57(1) of the Magistrates’ Court
Act may be issued by the court entering the prescribed
particulars and transmitting the warrant electronically to
Victoria Police.
The capacity to use the manual process will remain, in order
to ensure that a backup to the electronic process is available.
The bill will also enable execution copies of warrants, and
copies of affidavits in support of warrants to arrest and search
warrants, to be transmitted by other electronic means, as well
as by facsimile. This will ensure that the courts are able to
utilise technology to facilitate the effective operation of the
justice system.

JUSTICE LEGISLATION FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL 2015
Thursday, 26 November 2015
These important reforms regarding electronic warrants will
help protect the community by reducing the average time
from court issue to availability and visibility to Victoria
Police.
Appointment of Koori Court elders and respected
persons
Court Services Victoria was established last year in order to
provide administrative support to the courts and VCAT. The
bill will enable the chief executive officer of Court Services
Victoria, instead of the Secretary to the Department of Justice
and Regulation, to appoint and manage the terms of
Aboriginal elders and respected persons for the purposes of
performing functions in relation to the Koori Court. Given the
role of Court Services Victoria, it is more appropriate for
these functions to be performed by Court Services Victoria.
Removal of requirement for a statutory declaration to
make an application to VOCAT where a police report has
been made
The Victims of Crime Assistance Tribunal (VOCAT) is
currently working to introduce an online form for applications
to make the process more accessible to victims and their
support networks and to create efficiencies for the tribunal’s
registry by linking this information automatically with its case
management system. The current requirement in section 26(e)
of the Victims of Crime Assistance Act 1996 to submit a
statutory declaration to verify an application is hindering the
development of an online process, due to the requirement for
a witness to sign and verify the application.
A statutory declaration was originally required to verify an
applicant’s identity and impose a penalty for perjury.
However, the act already imposes penalties for fraud and
providing false and misleading information. The bill will
remove the requirement to have a statutory declaration,
provided the matter has been reported to the police. The bill
will retain the requirement for a statutory declaration if an
alleged act of violence is not reported to the police.
These reforms will make the compensatory process more
efficient and responsive to the needs of victims of crime.
Clarifying the definition of ‘coronial brief’ in the
Coroners Act
Coronial briefs are frequently released by the Coroners Court
to families and others involved in coronial matters.
Section 115(7) of the Coroners Act 2008 currently defines the
term ‘coronial brief’ to be a brief of evidence that is prepared
for an inquest and containing specified material. However, in
practice a coronial brief is typically prepared for a coronial
investigation, which does not necessarily lead to an inquest.
The current definition may lead some persons to whom
coronial briefs are released to incorrectly but not
unreasonably conclude that an inquest is to be held. The bill
will therefore replace the term ‘inquest’ with ‘coronial
investigation’. The new definition will avoid potential distress
for persons involved in coronial matters.
Hearing appeals regarding expungement of historical
homosexual convictions at VCAT
The Sentencing Amendment (Historical Homosexual
Convictions Expungement) Act 2014 was passed in October
2014 with bipartisan support, and commenced on
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1 September 2015. This important legislation establishes a
process that allows people to apply to have historical
homosexual convictions expunged.
Under the scheme, a person who has been found guilty or
convicted of an offence which is described in the act as being
a ‘historical homosexual offence’, may apply to have that
finding of guilt or conviction expunged if the Secretary to the
Department of Justice and Regulation is satisfied that the
conduct in question would not be an offence under current
law. The secretary’s decision can be appealed to VCAT.
In the course of preparing for the commencement for this
important reform, VCAT suggested that the act be amended
so that members of the tribunal other than the president or a
vice-president could hear appeals. VCAT was concerned that
the limited availability of the president and vice-presidents
could mean that appellants would wait too long for a hearing.
The bill will amend the act to allow the president,
vice-presidents, deputy presidents, and senior members to
hear these matters and will provide greater flexibility to
VCAT. This will expand the pool of suitably qualified people
who can hear appeals under the act, and reduce delay for
appellants.
Amendment to the VCAT Act fee reimbursement
provisions
In 2014, the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act
1998 was amended to introduce a presumption in certain civil
proceedings that a party who has substantially succeeded
against another party is entitled to be reimbursed by the
unsuccessful party for any fee paid in the proceeding, unless
VCAT orders otherwise. The amendment provided for the fee
reimbursement presumption to apply to a proceeding under
the Residential Tenancies Act 1997, other than a proceeding
in which the director of housing is a party.
Given the nature of landlord-tenant proceedings, tenants are
being unfairly disadvantaged by the fee reimbursement
provisions. The overwhelming majority of proceedings under
the Residential Tenancies Act are brought by landlords
against tenants, many of whom are economically
disadvantaged. Only 20 per cent of tenants attend Residential
Tenancies Act proceedings. In addition, as respondents,
tenants are not able to seek a fee waiver on financial hardship
grounds.
Accordingly, in the interests of fairness and equity, the bill
will remove proceedings under the Residential Tenancies Act
from the operation of the fee reimbursement presumption. A
fee reimbursement order will continue to be available in
relation to VCAT proceedings under the Residential
Tenancies Act, but in making an order for the reimbursement
or payment of fees, VCAT will be required to have regard to:
the nature of, and issues involved in, the proceeding;
the conduct of the parties; and
the result of the proceeding, if it has been reached.
The amendment will result in an appropriate balance between
the interests of landlords and tenants.
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Superannuation

Dual commissions

The bill makes amendments to the Magistrates’ Court Act
1989 and the Supreme Court Act 1986 regarding the
superannuation entitlements of magistrates, reserve
magistrates, non-magistrate coroners and judicial registrars.

The bill will require that:

For more than 20 years, magistrates have been paid
superannuation based on their full salary. However, the legal
basis for such payments has not been clear, and arguably
relied on implied contractual terms. This level of uncertainty
is not appropriate for the remuneration of judicial officers.
It is important that all judicial entitlements are authorised,
certain, and clear. The bill will achieve these aims by:
validating past payments of superannuation to
magistrates, reserve magistrates and non-magistrate
coroners which may have been made without legislative
authority; and
providing a statutory basis for the payment of
superannuation contributions to magistrates, reserve
magistrates and non-magistrate coroners.
Commonwealth superannuation legislation encourages
employers to provide a minimum level of superannuation to
employees. Superannuation is to be paid on the salary of each
employee, up to a capped salary amount known as the
maximum contribution base. Employers and employees may
agree that superannuation payments will be calculated by
reference to full salary rather than to the maximum
contribution base.
The bill provides that, consistent with longstanding practice,
magistrates and coroners are entitled to superannuation
contributions which are calculated by reference to their full
salary, not merely the maximum contribution base. Currently,
superannuation contributions are calculated at 9.5 per cent of
salary. This percentage is scheduled to increase over time
according to the commonwealth superannuation legislation.
The bill provides for the relevant judicial officers to receive
the benefit of those increases.
For judicial registrars of all courts, superannuation is
determined by the Governor in Council rather than by
legislation. Following the passage of this bill, it is intended
that changes will be made to the instruments of appointment
of judicial registrars, which provide that those officers are
entitled to superannuation on their full salary.
The bill also validates past payments of superannuation
contributions made to magistrates, judicial registrars and
coroners which were made at a time when the legal basis for
the payment of superannuation contributions on behalf of
those officers, including the amount of the contributions, was
unclear.
A small number of magistrates and judicial registrars are
members of statutory defined benefit schemes. Those officers
are not affected by this bill. Judges and associate judges of the
Supreme and County courts, and the Chief Magistrate, are
eligible for a judicial pension and are also unaffected.

a person appointed as chief judge must also be appointed
as a judge of the Supreme Court; and
a person appointed as Chief Magistrate must also be
appointed as a judge of the County Court.
This reform, which was announced by the government at the
time that it announced the appointment of Chief Judge Peter
Kidd, will help improve the interconnection of the three
largest Victorian courts. It will promote cooperation between
the respective courts and facilitate sharing of resources and
ideas.
It is important for Victoria’s judicial system to operate in a
cohesive manner, with the courts working together as
effectively as possible.
The bill makes clear that the primary responsibility of the
person will be as the head of jurisdiction.
At the same time, membership of the higher court will not be
nominal or in name only. The head of jurisdiction will sit as a
judge in the higher court. Workload issues would be agreed
between the jurisdictions in the same cooperative manner that
applies to the President of the Children’s Court, the State
Coroner, and the President of VCAT.
These reforms build on Victoria’s existing judicial system
where the heads of three of the jurisdictions are members of
either the County or Supreme courts:
the State Coroner, who is the head of the Coroners
Court, is a County Court judge;
the President of the Children’s Court is a County Court
judge; and
the President of VCAT is a Supreme Court judge.
In closing, I note that the range of reforms in this bill will
promote the safety of Victorians and help build a modern and
integrated judicial system for Victoria.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned for Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South
Eastern Metropolitan) on motion of Mr Ondarchie.
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 3 December.

ROAD LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
BILL 2015
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time for Ms PULFORD (Minister for
Agriculture) on motion of Mr Herbert; by leave,
ordered to be read second time forthwith.
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Statement of compatibility
For Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture),
Mr Herbert tabled following statement in
accordance with Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the charter), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Road
Legislation Amendment Bill 2015.
In my opinion, the Road Legislation Amendment Bill 2015,
as introduced to the Legislative Council, is compatible with
human rights as set out in the charter. I base my opinion on
the reasons outlined in this statement.
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VicRoads renews driver licences for persons of 75 years or
older for a term of 3 years whereas VicRoads renews driver
licences for persons under 75 years for a term of 10 years or
3 years if the person requests a shorter term.
The purpose of the three-year renewal term for drivers of
75 years or older is to encourage these drivers to assess their
fitness to drive and future driving needs on a more frequent
basis than younger drivers. While it is the responsibility of all
drivers to notify VicRoads of any condition or injury that may
affect a person’s fitness to drive, a three-year renewal period
for drivers of 75 years or older provides them with the
opportunity for this self-assessment and to discuss continued
driving needs with a medical practitioner, family and friends.
To assist in this regard, VicRoads includes information with
the driver licence renewal notice to alert drivers to their
obligations and to the significance of medical conditions
relevant to a person’s fitness to drive.

Overview
The Road Legislation Amendment Bill 2015 will make a
range of technical improvements and address a number of
operational issues through amendments to the Road Safety
Act 1986, the Marine (Drug, Alcohol and Pollution Control)
Act 1988, the Rail Safety (Local Operations) Act 2006, the
Dangerous Goods Act 1985 and the Road Management Act
2004.

Self-assessment of the ability to continue to drive safely is a
fundamental element of the Victorian approach to managing
age-related decline in relation to a person’s fitness to drive.
This approach is significantly less restrictive than age-related
requirements in other jurisdictions that mandate various
medical, road knowledge or on-road testing for older drivers
seeking the renewal of their driver licence.
Right to privacy

Human rights issues
Right to protection against discrimination
Section 8(3) of the charter provides that every person has the
right to equal and effective protection against discrimination.
Discrimination under the charter means discrimination on the
basis of an attribute set out in section 6 of the Equal
Opportunity Act 2010 such as age, disability or race. The
right to protection against discrimination is relevant to
clause 21 of the bill.
Clause 21 will insert new section 19(4A) into the Road Safety
Act 1986. Section 19(4A) will allow VicRoads to renew a
driver licence for a person of 75 years or older for shorter
terms than the terms that usually apply to a person who is less
than 75 years of age. Section 19(3A) of the act already allows
VicRoads to grant a driver licence to a person of 75 years or
older for shorter terms than the terms that usually apply to a
younger person.
The Equal Opportunity Act 2010 prohibits discrimination on
the basis of age. However, section 75 of that act exempts
discrimination that is authorised by a provision of another act.
Section 19(3A) and new subsection (4A) are both intended to
be authorising provisions for the purposes of section 75.
By authorising VicRoads to renew a driver licence for a
shorter term than that which usually applies to a younger
person, the bill is limiting the right to protection against
discrimination on the basis of age. Nevertheless, this
limitation is reasonable and justified by the need to ensure
that people are safe to drive.
Section 19(3A) was inserted into the Road Safety Act 1986 in
2004 in response to the report of the parliamentary Road
Safety Committee into road safety for older road users. This
report found that the incidence and severity of health issues
that may affect a person’s ability to drive safely increase with
age.

Section 13(a) of the charter provides every person with the
right not to have his or her privacy unlawfully or arbitrarily
interfered with. This right is relevant to the amendment to
section 90K(a)(v) of the Road Safety Act 1986 as this
provision relates to the use and disclosure of information.
Section 90K(a)(v) currently authorises the use and disclosure
of registration and licensing information that may identify a
person for the purpose of any legal proceeding arising out of
transport legislation or any report of such a proceeding. This
provision was intended to authorise the use and disclosure of
information for purposes that had been included under (the
now repealed) section 92 of the Road Safety Act 1986. These
purposes included commencing and defending civil
proceedings relating to damage to infrastructure resulting
from road accidents.
Clause 33 introduces a redrafted provision to ensure that
identifying registration and licensing information may be
used or disclosed for the intended purposes, namely, for the
purpose of any legal proceeding arising out of the Road
Safety Act 1986, the regulations made under that act or any
other transport legislation or that otherwise relates to the
performance of a road management function or to damage to
infrastructure resulting from a road accident, including
anything done for the purposes of commencing any such
proceeding or providing a report of any such proceeding.
Section 90K(a)(v) will nevertheless continue to be compatible
with section 13(a) of the charter and will not limit the right to
privacy for the following reasons. Any use or disclosure of
information that is consistent with the provision will be
lawful. Furthermore, the purposes for which information may
be used or disclosed under section 90K(a)(v) are sufficiently
confined to ensure that any use or disclosure of information in
accordance with the provision cannot be based on random or
arbitrary choice.
Hon. Jaala Pulford, MP
Minister for Agriculture
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Second reading
Ordered that second-reading speech be
incorporated into Hansard on motion of
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and Skills).
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Incorporated speech as follows:
The main purpose of this bill is to allow the analyst who
certifies the results of an analysis for evidentiary purposes to
certify that the analysis was conducted in an approved
laboratory. The bill also makes improvements to the
provisions of the Road Safety Act 1986 concerning the
licensing of drivers and the use and disclosure of information.
The provision of evidentiary certificates by approved
analysts
The Road Safety Act 1986, the Marine (Drug, Alcohol and
Pollution Control) Act 1988 and the Rail Safety (Local
Operations) Act 2006 include evidentiary provisions in
relation to blood, urine and oral fluid tests. Currently under
these provisions a certificate signed by an approved analyst
with respect to an analysis of blood, urine or oral fluid to
determine the presence of alcohol or drugs that has been
made by that approved analyst is admissible in evidence in a
prosecution and, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, is
proof of the facts and matters contained in it. The legislative
provisions require the certificate to be signed by an approved
analyst and the analysis of the particular substance to have
been performed by that person.
However, the normal practice for toxicology laboratories is
for the approved analyst to take overall responsibility for an
analysis undertaken by other staff.
Similarly, under the Dangerous Goods Act 1985, in legal
proceedings for an offence relating to an explosive or high
consequence dangerous good, the production of a certificate
signed by an approved analyst is, without proof of the
analyst’s signature or that the person is an approved analyst,
sufficient evidence of the identity or quantity of the substance
and other matters stated in the certificate. The legislative
provision requires the analysis or examination of the
substance or thing to have been performed by the approved
analyst. However, the normal practice is for the approved
analyst to take overall responsibility for an analysis or
examination undertaken by other staff.
The bill will resolve this issue by amending the relevant
evidentiary provisions to allow an approved analyst to certify
that the analysis has been undertaken in an approved
laboratory. For the purposes of the Road Safety Act 1986, the
Marine (Drug, Alcohol and Pollution Control) Act 1988 and
the Rail Safety (Local Operations) Act 2006 an approved
laboratory will be one that has been approved by an order of
the Governor in Council and published in the Government
Gazette. For the purposes of the Dangerous Goods Act 1985,
an approved laboratory will be one that has been accredited
by the National Association of Testing Authorities.
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Renewal of driver licences for persons 75 years or older
The Road Safety Act 1986 currently allows VicRoads to
grant a driver licence to a person of 75 years or older for a
shorter term than a term that usually applies to a younger
person. This provision was inserted into the Road Safety Act
1986 in 2004 in response to the report of the parliamentary
Road Safety Committee into Road Safety for Older Road
Users. This report found that the incidence and severity of
health issues that may affect a person’s ability to drive safely
increase with age.
The bill will insert a new provision that will allow VicRoads
to renew a driver licence held by a person who is 75 years or
older for a shorter term than a term that usually applies to a
younger person. This amendment reflects the fact that
VicRoads will usually be renewing a licence for persons in
this age group, rather than granting a licence.
The Equal Opportunity Act 2010 prohibits discrimination on
the basis of age. However, section 75 of that act exempts
discrimination that is authorised by a provision of another act.
The new provision that allows VicRoads to renew a driver
licence for a person of 75 years or older on shorter than usual
terms and the current provision that allows the granting of a
driver licence on shorter terms, are both intended to be
authorising provisions for the purposes of section 75.
Use and disclosure of information for legal proceedings
The bill will amend the provisions in the Road Safety Act
1986 which allow VicRoads to use or disclose information
that is collected or received by it in relation to its vehicle
registration or driver licensing functions or activities and that
identifies an individual or from which an individual’s identity
can be reasonably ascertained.
Firstly, these provisions are being amended to remove the
authorisation for VicRoads to use or disclose this information
for the purpose of responding to correspondence or other
communications. This could be said to authorise VicRoads to
disclose virtually any registration or licensing information
provided that it is being disclosed in response to a
communication sent to VicRoads. The purpose of the
provision was simply to ensure that VicRoads could use or
disclose information when necessary in order to deal with
issues raised in correspondence. However, the use or
disclosure of information for this purpose is authorised by
other provisions in the act, and therefore it is preferable to
repeal this provision altogether.
Secondly, the provision which allows VicRoads to use and
disclose registration and licensing information that may
identify an individual for the purposes of any legal proceeding
arising out of transport legislation or any report of such a
proceeding is being replaced with a provision that makes it
clear that this includes legal proceedings arising out of the
Road Safety Act 1986 or regulations made under that act or
that otherwise relate to the performance of a road
management function or to damage to road infrastructure
(such as a light pole) resulting from a road accident.
Disqualification of licensed vehicle tester
VicRoads is responsible for the licensing and supervision of
vehicle testers. The Road Safety Act 1986 currently allows
VicRoads to disqualify a vehicle tester whose licence has
been cancelled from applying for a further authorisation until
such time as the person demonstrates that the matters leading
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to the cancellation have been addressed. This, however, does
not accord with the Road Safety (Vehicles) Regulations 2009
which provide for the disqualification to run for a set period.
The relevant provision is therefore being amended to simply
provide VicRoads with the power to disqualify the authority
of a licensed vehicle tester in accordance with the regulations.

Overview

Other amendments

There are no human rights protected under the charter that are
relevant to this bill. I therefore consider that this bill is
compatible with the charter.

The bill also contains a number of other amendments to the
Road Safety Act 1986, including:
clarifying that the particular circumstances that road
users must take into account which are specified in that
act apply not only to motorists, but also to pedestrians
and cyclists;
confirming that VicRoads may remove an alcohol
interlock condition that it has imposed on a person’s
driver licence or learner permit if it is satisfied that the
person has met the requirements for alcohol interlock
usage prescribed in regulations made under the Road
Safety Act 1986;
providing that a person authorised by Victoria Police to
do so may release an immobilised motor vehicle at a
time directed by a police officer; and
providing that driver licence and learner permit cards
remain the property of the state.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned for Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern
Victoria) on motion of Mr Ondarchie.
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 3 December.

TRANSPORT ACCIDENT AMENDMENT
BILL 2015
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time for Mr JENNINGS (Special
Minister of State) on motion of Mr Herbert; by
leave, ordered to be read second time forthwith.
Statement of compatibility
For Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State),
Mr Herbert tabled following statement in
accordance with Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the charter), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Transport
Accident Amendment Bill 2015 (the bill).
In my opinion, the bill, as introduced to the Legislative
Council, is compatible with the human rights as set out in the
charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this
statement.

The bill amends the Transport Accident Act 1986 to repeal
certain sections of that act that were inserted in 2013.
Human rights issues

Gavin Jennings, MLC
Special Minister of State

Second reading
Ordered that second-reading speech be
incorporated into Hansard on motion of
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and Skills).
Mr HERBERT (Minister for Training and
Skills) — I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Incorporated speech as follows:
The objective of this bill is to implement the government’s
commitment to reversing the provisions enacted under the
Transport Accident Amendment Act 2013 that limit the right
of families of people who die or are severely injured in
transport accidents to seek compensation for mental injury or
nervous shock.
The Transport Accident Amendment Act 2013 introduced a
clinical definition of mental injury for the purpose of meeting
the serious injury threshold. The definition requires the
injured person to show, for a continuous period of at least
three years, they have a recognised mental illness or disorder
that has not responded to effective clinical treatment and their
relationship, social and vocational functioning has been
severely impaired.
It also limited the TAC’s liability to pay common-law
damages where the transport accident was the result of the
defendant’s own negligence or they were attempting to
commit suicide.
This bill reverses the above changes, and operates
retrospectively from 16 October 2013, to ensure that it applies
for all serious injury applications and application to court for
a decision made under the amended definition, lodged on or
after 16 October 2013.
The bill repeals sections 46A(2C) and (2D) enacted under
Transport Accident Amendment Act 2013 which gives the
Transport Accident Commission the power, with the approval
of the minister, to publish a guides modification document to
set out guidelines regarding the use and application of the
American Medical Association guides for the assessment of
the degree of permanent impairment of a person injured as a
result of a transport accident without going through
parliamentary scrutiny.
Section 46A(2C) gives TAC broad power to exclude
potentially any injury from compensation, not specifically
dealing with a spinal injury arising from the TAC v. Serwylo
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(2011) Victorian Supreme Court decision. No guide
modification document has been approved under
Section 46A(2C). A draft document was developed by a
panel of spinal injury experts commissioned by the TAC but
it was not finalised.
The bill also includes a minor amendment to correct an
omission in the Transport Accident Act 1986 regarding
indexation of a claimant’s maximum contribution towards
daily living expenses. The amendment is necessary to ensure
indexation based on consumer price index, instead of average
weekly earnings, is applied as originally intended. A claimant
would generally pay less under a consumer price indexation.
The government is committed to supporting Victorians who
are affected by road trauma and ensuring that the TAC
scheme continues to provide fair, just and affordable
compensation to road accident victims.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned for Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South
Eastern Metropolitan) on motion of Mr Ondarchie.
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 3 December.

TERRORISM (COMMUNITY
PROTECTION) AMENDMENT BILL 2015
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 November; motion of
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State).
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern
Metropolitan) — I am pleased to rise this evening to
make some remarks on the Terrorism (Community
Protection) Amendment Bill 2015. The bill before the
house this evening is the consequence of work
undertaken by the Napthine government in 2013–14
when the then Attorney-General, the Honourable
Robert Clark, the member for Box Hill in the
Assembly, commissioned former County Court judge
the Honourable David Jones to undertake a review of
counterterrorism legislation here in Victoria. This is
something the coalition government deemed as an
appropriate step to take during the 2013–14 period,
having regard to the changing security environment in
Victoria, in Australia and more broadly.
Over the last 12 months, and indeed just in the last two
weeks, we have seen the changing security threat from
terrorism around the world, the way in which that has
impacted on major cities around the world and the way
in which those types of threats need to be responded to
when they occur, and hopefully prevented through
appropriate law enforcement intervention before they
occur. The events of a fortnight ago in Paris serve as a
reminder of the challenge we face with global terrorism
and the changing nature of global terrorism. It is
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important that all of us, as legislators, bear in mind that
Australia and Victoria are not immune from those
threats. It requires the ongoing recognition of the
legislature, the executive and of course our law
enforcement agencies at both federal and state levels,
working cooperatively with the community, to ensure
that those types of terrorist plans are detected and
stopped before they occur in order to prevent what
occurred in Paris a fortnight ago.
The Jones review was commissioned by the former
coalition government to examine our counterterrorism
legislation. That review made 13 recommendations
which, in the view of Judge Jones, were necessary for
our counterterrorism legislation, and particularly the
Terrorism (Community Protection) Act 2003. That
legislation was enacted by this Parliament following the
events of September 2001, which really changed the
global perspective on the threat of terrorism as well as
the threat in Victoria. Since 2001 we have seen a
number of changes at the state and commonwealth
levels with respect to our framework for
counterterrorism activities in Australia, and that is
something that will continue to evolve as the nature of
terrorism evolves and as the tools required to counteract
terrorism also change. The majority of the
13 recommendations were supported by the former
coalition government. The bill before the house
addresses some of those recommendations, but does not
go as far as the position taken by the coalition
government. The former coalition government
supported 12 of the recommendations made by Judge
Jones in his report, but the current government has
indicated it will support 6 of those recommendations,
and this bill gives effect to some of them.
The purpose of the bill includes extending covert search
warrants to the remote access of computers and like
equipment, which recognises the role electronic
communications play in terrorism. Indeed there are a
number of well-publicised cases where the detection of
threats through electronic means has led to certain
events being thwarted. This provision will provide law
enforcement agencies in Victoria with enhanced
capability in that regard.
The other key element of the purpose of the bill is to
extend the operation of preventative detention orders
and prohibited contact orders, which were two of the
mechanisms put in place in the 2003 legislation, in the
absence of a conviction for terrorism offences where
preventative action is deemed necessary.
It is true that provisions of this kind do act against what
we have often accepted as an appropriate balance of
civil rights in this country. That is something that we all
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need to be conscious of when considering legislation of
this nature, and that is something that the Parliament
has had to balance certainly for most of the last 15 years
as it has had to consider successive pieces of legislation
to provide counterterrorism measures. The coalition is
of the view — on the back of the work of
Judge Jones — that these measures in the bill the house
is dealing with this evening are appropriate and should
be supported. In fact the coalition in supporting this bill
expresses its disappointment that the government has
not gone further in adopting and ultimately legislating
the recommendations that were made by Judge Jones in
his report last year.
This is a serious piece of legislation. It requires a frank
assessment of the balance between what had been
accepted as long-term liberties — civil liberties and
civil rights — and the need to provide protection to the
community and to have the tools to attempt to prevent
the types of activities and attacks that we saw in Paris
two weeks ago. It is not always a palatable choice for a
legislature to deal with legislation like this. Supporting
legislation of this nature is not something I think many
members, or indeed any members, would do with gusto
or great support, but the situation requires a recognition
of the threats that exist in Australia and Victoria in
modern times and the need for tools to be provided that
can act to ameliorate those threats.
It is for that reason the coalition will support this
legislation. I again note our concern that the
government has not adopted more widely the
recommendations that were made in the Jones report.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — The
Terrorism (Community Protection) Amendment Bill
2015 makes some changes to the Terrorism
(Community Protection) Act 2003, which was enacted
in this Parliament before I was elected, so this is the
first substantial opportunity I have had to deal with
amendments to that regime.
Counterterrorism legislation of this sort exists in
Australia as part of a nationally agreed framework of
commonwealth legislation and complementary
legislation in the states and territories. The various
powers that exist in the Victorian act include: the use of
covert search warrants — currently these are issued for
entry to a property when the owner of the property is
not there; the use of preventative detention orders
(PDOs) and prohibited contact orders; police powers to
detain and decontaminate persons; special police
powers, such as search-and-seizure powers and
cordoning off target areas; and protection of
counterterrorism information. These are the main areas
covered by current Victorian legislation.
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Last year there was a statutory review of this
legislation, which was required under the act, and the
report of that review was tabled in September last year.
The committee that conducted that review was a
three-person committee chaired by His Honour David
Jones, a former County Court judge, and the other
members were Lieutenant General Mark Evans, retired
from the Australian Defence Force, and a former
deputy commissioner of Victoria Police, Kieran
Walshe.
We are told consultations were held with relevant
organisations — Victoria Police, the Australian Federal
Police, the Australian Security Intelligence
Organisation, the Public Interest Monitor, the Victorian
Inspectorate, the Department of Justice and Regulation,
WorkSafe Victoria and the Department of Premier and
Cabinet. The review also referred to the 2013 Council
of Australian Governments (COAG) review of
counterterrorism legislation in Australia. David Jones
was a member of the COAG committee.
The Victorian review had access to the submissions to
the COAG review and a transcript of the public
hearings. Submissions were made to the Victorian
review by the Human Rights Law Centre, Victoria
Police and His Honour Judge Maidment, a judge of the
County Court. The Victorian review was also cognisant
of the role played by the Independent National Security
Legislation Monitor, or INSLM, which assists the
commonwealth minister to review the commonwealth
legislation with regard to a national approach including
the commonwealth, states and territories.
I have read the Victorian review. Without casting any
aspersions on it, in future a review of this type of
legislation should perhaps be better promoted to the
public, and perhaps even conducted by a committee of
the Parliament. This review did not involve the public
in any meaningful way, just organisations. With this
type of legislation the public needs to be more involved
in discussions about the effects it will have, as
Mr Rich-Phillips mentioned in relation to the rights and
freedoms of Australian citizens.
Since this bill effectively re-enacts the whole principal
act, the minister provided a fairly lengthy statement of
compatibility, and the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee provided a comprehensive report, which I
will refer to later. The bill extends the sunset provision
from March 2016 to December 2021 — by five and a
half years. It also provides for another statutory review
of this legislation to take place a year before that date. I
hope the 2020 review will include more public
involvement than the one carried out last year.
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This bill implements 6 of the 13 recommendations of
the Jones review. It extends the use of covert search
warrants, which need to be approved by the Supreme
Court, to allow remote access to electronic equipment
without police having to enter the premises where the
computer is held. Annual reports will need to include
information on the number of occasions on which
electronic equipment has been accessed remotely. The
definition of ‘vehicle’ will be amended to include a
vessel and an aircraft. There are changes to the
preventative detention order (PDO) such that the
liability for the welfare of a person subject to an order
will transfer to the authority responsible for their
custody — an adult prison, a juvenile authority or the
police, as the case may be.
Under this bill the police will be able to use a person’s
alias when applying for a preventative detention order.
This is to overcome problems that arise when police do
not know the true identity of a suspect. That was
recommendation 7 of the review. Concerns have been
raised about that particular provision in that it may
increase the risk of mistaken identity — the person is
being detained under a PDO by way of an alias and the
wrong person could possibly be detained.
Under the bill police must now apply to the Supreme
Court for a revocation or variation of a PDO when they
are satisfied that circumstances underpinning the
original application have changed. If the detaining
officer becomes satisfied that the grounds on which a
PDO was made have ceased to exist, the detainee must
be released without delay. These are slight amendments
to the regime of PDOs.
As we understand, six of the remaining
recommendations made by the Jones review are still
under consideration. We are told that some of those are
subject to ongoing discussions between the
commonwealth and states and territories with regard to
their differing regimes.
The government has, however, also said that it will not
be implementing recommendation 4 of the review,
which would provide for delayed notice to be given to
an occupier of a premises or any adjoining premises
that are the subject of an executed search warrant. The
government has suggested that this would subvert the
object of the covert warrant process. However, there
have been many criticisms of the non-implementation
or the stated non-implementation of that
recommendation by the government in that it could be
put in place with the regime so the court could oversee
the applications for delayed notice. However, at some
stage it would be appropriate to give that notice.
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Recommendation 5 of the review, which is still
awaiting consideration by the government, is:
That consideration be given to the creation of an oversight
role for the Victorian Inspectorate with respect to the use of
the covert search warrant power under part 2 …

The government says it supports that in principle.
Recommendation 6 is:
That the provisions in the Terrorism (Community Protection)
Act 2003, relating to the requirement that a terrorist act be
imminent and expected to occur, in any event, at some time in
the next 14 days, be amended along the lines recommended
by the —

independent national security legislation monitor, so
that the 14-day requirement be changed to wording
such as that the issuing authority ‘be satisfied as to the
possibility of a terrorist act occurring sufficiently soon
as to justify the action being taken’.
Recommendation 8 is that the act:
… be amended to provide that, where an investigation or
intelligence agency seeks to have a person released from
detention for the purpose of questioning, the authorised
officer must return to the Supreme Court for a variation of the
order.

So that is just increasing the oversight by the Supreme
Court under the act.
Recommendation 12 is that the provisions relating to
special police powers — which are that the chief
commissioner needs to be satisfied of the threat of a
terrorist act occurring in the next 14 days, and that the
Supreme Court also needs to be so satisfied — be
amended along the lines recommended by the
independent security legislation monitor with respect to
the preventative detention power requirement. The
government says that it will consult further to develop
an amendment that most appropriately meets that
policy objective.
Recommendation 13 is that the Victorian Inspectorate
be given oversight powers with regard to special police
powers.
When Mr Rich-Phillips and government members
spoke on this bill and when the original legislation was
enacted in the commonwealth Parliament and in the
states and territories the rhetoric, the argument given,
was that we needed these powers to prevent terrorist
events occurring. At the time, since then and even very
recently, in reviews that have been conducted by the
states and the commonwealth into these regimes the use
of preventative detention orders has been brought into
question not only because, as Mr Rich-Phillips said, we
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always need to be careful about infringements on
people’s rights and liberties but also because there are
doubts as to whether they are effective at all in their
stated purpose. The fact that they have rarely been used
points to the dubiousness of their effectiveness in their
stated purpose of preventing a terrorist event.
Under the act as it stands preventative detention orders
can be issued by the Supreme Court on the application
of the police, and they can authorise that a person can
be taken into custody and detained for up to 14 days.
The Supreme Court can only grant an application if it is
satisfied on reasonable grounds that the person in
relation to whom the order is sought will engage in a
terrorist act; possesses or has under his or her control a
thing connected with the preparation for, or the
engagement of a person in, a terrorist act; or has done
an act in preparation for, or planning, a terrorist act. The
court must be satisfied that making an order would
substantially assist in preventing a terrorist act
occurring and that detaining the person for the period
for which the order is sought is reasonably necessary
for that purpose.
These powers have not been widely used in Victoria. In
fact I think they have only been used once, and that was
this year. Despite the law having been enacted more
than a decade ago, the police successfully sought their
first preventative detention order in April this year in
relation to the alleged planned attack during the Anzac
Day commemorations. Similar powers have been used
on several occasions in New South Wales. Despite their
infrequent application, the minister says recent events
and the evolving threat environment demonstrate the
need to retain these powers. All other jurisdictions have
similar powers. Whilst a majority of the review
committee concluded that the powers should be
retained, a minority view of that committee — given
that only three people were conducting the review —
said the powers were not needed.
More specifically, concerns have been raised in relation
to the preventative detention orders, which this bill
provides for the extension of in conjunction with the
rest of the powers under the act until 1 December 2021.
The independent national security legislation monitor
stated that the use of existing arrest powers would be
preferable to a PDO in virtually every circumstance,
and whilst they involve a high threshold, the
complexity of their provisions brings into question their
efficacy. He went on to recommend improvements to
them if they were to be retained, and while some of
those improvements are in this bill, they are only slight
improvements to the regime.
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While the review committee majority considered that
the preventative detention power is necessary, adequate
and effective and also that the recommendations as to
the amendments are necessary, a minority review did
not consider the preventative detention power necessary
or effective. The reasons for the minority taking that
position are in essence similar to those expressed by the
majority of the Council of Australian Governments
committee and the INSLM — that PDOs are not
necessary when having regard to the range of other
powers that are already available to law enforcement
and intelligence agencies.
In a recent article for the University of New South
Wales Law Journal called ‘Preventative detention
orders in Australia’, Svetlana Tyulkina and George
Williams assert that there is no need for PDOs in
Australia. The article states:
No gap in the existing law has been identified as needing to
be filled, nor has any explanation been provided as to why
existing police powers and traditional criminal procedures are
insufficient.

Analysis of preventative detention legislation in other
nations also fails to establish a rationale for PDOs. No
such precedent exists in the United Kingdom or other
comparable nations, and in the absence of a clear
justification the PDO regime cannot be described as
necessary or proportionate.
The existing laws are those that I raised earlier during
the debate on the Criminal Organisations Control
Amendment (Unlawful Associations) Bill 2015, such
as section 321M of the Crimes Act 1958, which says
that it is an offence to attempt to commit an indictable
offence. Under section 321 of the Crimes Act it is an
offence to be involved in a conspiracy to commit an
offence. So those offences already exist. Liberty
Victoria also opposes the use of preventative detention
orders, along with the other powers under the act, and is
of the view that the whole act should be left to expire as
there is no justification for the laws and also nothing
with regard to their effectiveness.
I have taken the opportunity during my research on this
particular legislation to read through the principal
act — that is, the Terrorism (Community Protection)
Act 2003. It is rather a long act. As well as this being a
complex area of law, it is a very complex act. There is
an awful lot of cross-referencing in that act, and there
are very long parts with confusing nomenclature, to say
the least.
One thing I will say about the act is that the Supreme
Court is involved in key areas of it with regard to the
issuing of PDOs and the issuing of covert warrants. It is
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good that there is some oversight by the Supreme Court
so that none of those parts and none of those provisions
can actually be used without the court agreeing to the
order as applied for by the police. There is one
particular area, though, where that is not the case, and
that is with regard to the special powers under
section 21F(1) of the act. The use of special powers to
protect essential services from a terrorist act can
actually be declared by the Governor in Council on
advice of the minister made with the approval of the
Premier, and that is not overseen by the Supreme Court.
I take this opportunity to say that the Greens have some
amendments to the bill to propose in committee, and I
am happy to have those circulated now as one of them
refers to this particular provision.
Greens amendments circulated by Ms PENNICUIK
(Southern Metropolitan) pursuant to standing
orders.
Ms PENNICUIK — One of my amendments
relates to section 21F(1) of the principal act and would
provide that, under that section, the Supreme Court
would make orders authorising the exercise of special
police powers rather than those orders being authorised
by the Governor in Council or the Premier. That is an
important amendment to make to this bill because,
firstly, it fits with the rest of the regime, which is
overseen by the Supreme Court, but also it provides for
the separation of powers between the executive and the
police. In fact the executive should not be directing the
police to exercise special powers. Again, that should be
by the application of an order authorised by the court,
as is the case with the rest of the bill. As I say, this is a
very complex area of law, with differing opinions as to
whether the laws go too far by undermining
fundamental human rights and the nature of community
safety and national security, but also as to whether they
are effective.
One of the other amendments that we wish to make to
the legislation is with regard to preventative detention
orders. I will refer to some of the comments by
stakeholders and commentators and by COAG and
INSLM about preventative detention orders as to their
effectiveness as well as their effect on human rights and
civil liberties. This bill changes the sunset provisions
for the act but it also repeals the sunset provisions for
PDOs. Liberty Victoria and others have said that it is
not a very good idea and that in fact there should be a
sunset clause with regard to that part of the bill that
allows for preventative detention orders.
I note that the federal legislation has a sunset clause on
PDOs that has been extended to September 2018. I
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have an amendment in my suite of amendments to
extend the current sunset provision on PDOs to
31 December 2018, three months after the sunset
provision in the commonwealth legislation. I think it is
important that we reinstate that sunset provision to
allow for a review to occur, given that under the act
there is a requirement for an annual report on the part of
the act that relates to PDOs, so we can keep an eye on
whether they are still needed.
The Greens have not supported preventative detention
orders whenever they have been introduced. When they
were introduced in legislation in the federal Parliament
in December 2005 the Greens did not support them. As
recently as 2013 the New South Wales Greens also did
not support preventative detention orders or changes to
that regime. This year changes to the regime in the
Tasmanian Parliament were not supported by the
Greens. In the South Australian Parliament just last
month, Greens MLC Mark Parnell put forward a
review provision into a South Australian bill, and that
was supported by the Liberal Party in South Australia.
We remain concerned about the lack of any substantive
evidence of the necessity for counterterrorism laws over
and above existing criminal laws, as I have mentioned.
We acknowledge that the assessment of the current risk
of terrorism is that a terrorist attack is possible in
Australia. We understand that the review undertaken by
the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet this year
stated that the metrics were worsening, and COAG
reports that the Australian Federal Police (AFP) and the
Australian Security and Intelligence Organisation
submissions say that Australia remains a target for a
small range of individuals and groups that promote
their belief systems and seek to destroy our democratic
way of life. But the COAG review also says:
Of course, we accept, at the same time, that the threat of a
terrorist attack in Australia should not be overstated or
exaggerated.

I want to speak a little bit more about preventative
detention orders. I again refer to the University of New
South Wales law article that I referred to earlier, which
reviews the COAG review and the INSLM report as
well. It states:
All up, the evidence shows that no clear purpose for the PDO
regime was ever articulated in public.

It also says that when they have been introduced in the
commonwealth Parliament and the state parliaments
there has been:
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… an inadequate opportunity for considered debate on the
many aspects of the bill, including as to whether a PDO
regime was needed in the first place.

Comments about the human rights concerns and
safeguards include that Australia’s PDO regime can be
characterised as extraordinary in its nature, particularly
with respect to its potential impact on fundamental
human rights, and that significant periods of detention
without charge lie beyond the bounds of what would
normally be considered reasonable in a liberal
democracy and that it is a power more commonly found
in undemocratic regimes lacking basic rights. As I said,
it does not exist in the United Kingdom or any other
comparable nations.
PDOs were first introduced into Australia in 2005 and
lay unused until 18 September 2014, which is nearly
10 years later. As I mentioned earlier, they were first
used in Victoria this year. That particular order was
made against a young individual — an 18-year-old —
who was released from the PDO only to be
immediately arrested and charged with planning a
terrorist attack. It is interesting to note that even the
police, in particular the Australian Federal Police, have
indicated that they would prefer to use arrest powers in
almost every case. The fact that these powers have
hardly ever been used indicates that. The law article
states:
… the 2013 COAG review and the 2012 INSLM report …
both recommended that division 105 —

that is, PDOs —
be repealed. The COAG review went further still by also
recommending the repeal of the complementary state and
territory legislation.
The recommendations for repeal reflected the view of those
reviewers, as well as the NSW Ombudsman, that the PDO
regime was a ‘dead law’ because of a number of problems.
…
Indeed, the INSLM was provided with ‘no material or
argument demonstrating that the traditional criminal justice
response to the prevention and prosecution of serious crime
through arrest, charge and remand is ill-suited or ill-equipped
to deal with terrorism’.
…
Similarly, the South Australian government and police gave
evidence to the COAG review that existing law enforcement
powers ‘would almost certainly be used ahead of the
preventative detention legislation’. They described the PDO
regime as ‘complex’, ‘restrictive’ and ‘not usable in its
current form’.

The requirement that the suspected terrorist attack is
going to occur within 14 days is one of the key
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problems with the regime in that people are unable with
any accuracy to predict that. The article further states:
The INSLM, for example, argued that this provision limits the
efficacy of the PDO regime because ‘[p]ractically, it is
impossible to guarantee that an event will occur. A police
officer simply cannot attest that a terrorist act is expected to
occur within a fortnight irrespective of any intervening event’.

Also, as the article states:
The INSLM referred to a discussion with AFP officers at a
private hearing at which it was ‘strongly suggested that “in a
real, practical urgent sense” the ability to arrest a person is a
more efficient and effective process for dealing with
imminent terrorist threats than the complex and
time-consuming process of a PDO’.

An interesting part of the principal act, section 13ZK,
that people may not even be aware of, says that a police
officer is expressly prohibited from questioning a
person detained under a PDO. A complete ban applies
even if the detained person wishes to cooperate and
provide information that may assist in preventing a
terrorist attack. This prohibition is present in both the
federal and state and territory legislation, which is
another reason the police have not used it. If they can
arrest somebody, they can question them and get more
information. That is why this legislation has in fact only
ever been used once in Victoria. They are some of the
real concerns that have been raised around the country
on the preventative detention regime.
I turn briefly to the concerns raised by the Scrutiny of
Acts and Regulations Committee (SARC) about this
bill we have before us — or some of them. As I said,
the principal act is complex, and this bill is complex.
The statement of compatibility report did not just go to
the bill; it went to the whole act, and as I said, it is very
long and very complex.
In particular I want to raise concerns about provisions
in the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 being
specifically excluded with respect to the detention of
persons in a youth facility under a preventative
detention order. There was some confusion. In fact,
SARC raised a concern about what it said was
section 497 of the act, a section it said made it an
offence for a person who has a duty of care with respect
to a child to intentionally fail to protect that child from
significant harm et cetera. We were following this and
looking for that particular section, and it is not that
section. In fact, we found out, by going through the act,
that it is in fact section 493 of the Children, Youth and
Families Act. It is very important, because this
terrorism act allows for the preventative detention of
people over the age of 16, so they are covered by the
terrorism act in terms of how they are to be treated
when they are detained.
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I would draw the attention of the government to the
concerns raised by SARC, even though the committee
has made a mistake, I believe, with regard to the
section. The relevant section of the Children, Youth and
Families Act is section 493, and it does go into some
detail about how a young person should be looked after.
The problem with that is that this terrorism act, as it
stands, exempts the person who is holding a young
person from complying with that section of the
Children, Youth and Families Act.
I would say to the government that I know it is going to
bring forward further legislation with regard to the
other recommendations that are still under
consideration and that it should look again at the
relevant sections that apply to young people,
particularly section 493 of the Children, Youth and
Families Act and other sections of that act that are also
excluded by the terrorism act with respect to the
protection of young people in custody. That is one of
the very many concerns that have been raised by SARC
about the bill.
I will briefly describe the amendments that I have
circulated in the chamber. They go to some of the other
recommendations that have been made either by SARC
or by other commentators. The first amendment is with
regard to covert warrants to access somebody’s
electronic equipment remotely. Under similar
provisions in the New South Wales and federal acts
there are some protections to make sure that nothing in
a person’s data is interfered with; that it is in fact just
looking at the data but not interfering with it. As I said,
that is based on the federal legislation. It is an added
protection for persons, particularly as it might be found
that they are innocent of doing anything. You need to
have protections in place when you are undertaking
covert activities against citizens.
Other amendments provide that persons detained under
preventative detention orders must not be held in a
place with convicted criminals, because a person held
under a preventative detention order has not been
charged with any offence, or certainly has not been
convicted of any offence. I have amendments to
address other concerns. With regard to legal
professional privilege, under the act at the moment if a
person who is held on a preventative detention order
has a legal representative to advise them, it is automatic
that a police officer sits in on any discussion between
the person and their legal representative. I have an
amendment that turns that around, so that the default
position would be that a police officer would not be
present, which is the current situation in any other
circumstance for a person who has been arrested for an
offence.
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Not only does that turn things around to the way it
should be, but I have included in the amendment that
the Supreme Court could make an exception if the
police officer applying for the preventative detention
order can make the case for it on criteria that also
mirror criteria in other legislation around the country. If
there is a threat of physical harm to a person, of the
alerting of a person who is suspected of having
committed an offence, of interference with the
gathering of information or of greater difficulty
preventing a terrorist act because a person is alerted,
those arguments could be put to the court, and the court
could include that in the order.
I have some extra provisions with regard to reporting
requirements for preventative detention orders, which
already exist under the act, so that annual reports will
include the number of persons subject to a PDO who
are young persons aged 16, 17 or 18 or who are other
than Australian citizens, and the number of persons
who at the end of their PDO were in fact arrested.
Importantly, as I mentioned earlier, one amendment
provides for the involvement of the Supreme Court in
the making of an order for the use of special powers to
protect essential services. That is consistent with the
separation of powers and also with the rest of the act.
I know I am using all my time, but this is a very
important piece of legislation. I indicated to the
government that I had a reasonably substantive
contribution to make. This is a piece of legislation that I
have not had an opportunity, as I said at the start, to
speak on before. It is legislation which governments
and oppositions of all persuasions have said we need.
It is so necessary that it has hardly ever been used. Even
regarding the covert warrants section under the current
act, which allows police to enter premises and search
people’s computers while they are not there, there have
only been six applications for such warrants and only
one of them has been used in Victoria. They are so
necessary that the covert powers have only been used
once and the PDO powers once in 10 years. I have
peppered throughout my contribution the views of the
COAG review. The national monitor and various others
in the community who take an interest in these areas
have cast their doubts on the whole regime of
preventative detention orders.
Mr Herbert interjected.
Ms PENNICUIK — The police are cautious and
judicious, and the Supreme Court is, I suggest, cautious
and judicious in granting the orders.
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I also draw attention to the comments made by COAG
and others that the existing laws we have for arresting
people who are suspected of conspiring to commit a
crime are already offences. As I noted in some of the
commentary that I read through in preparing for this
debate, even the police are saying that they would
rather arrest someone so they can question them, which
they cannot do under this regime, and also charge them
with an offence.
We have another bill coming down the pipeline which
is about the presumption against bail for people charged
with this offence. In my mind it would make the use of
preventative detention orders even less likely if we end
up with that regime in place as well, because then there
would be a situation where someone is arrested,
charged and in remand and going through the courts as
is the proper process at the moment. Preventative
detention orders provide for the arbitrary detention of
people who have not been charged with anything, and
that is why I want to extend the sunset provision that is
already in place for preventative detention orders under
the act.
There is so much more that could be said about this
regime. I am going to use every last second of the time
I have allocated to me, because otherwise these sorts of
regimes can just be waved through the Parliament
without anyone raising issues about them or
questioning their effectiveness and their stated purpose
as compared to our existing laws. Over the time I have
been in this Parliament even those laws have been
strengthened more and more. With those words, I look
forward to the committee stage.
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria) — The events of
these past weeks, if nothing else, have taught us that the
threat of terrorism remains omnipresent in our lives but
that strength, resilience, courage and a refusal to bow
down to these atrocities remain the overwhelming and
powerful response of those targeted.
The Terrorism (Community Protection) Amendment
Bill 2015 reflects our highest calling as
parliamentarians, that of a duty and an obligation to
protect the community. The bill complements our
government’s comprehensive approach to social
cohesion and community resilience with a focus on the
safety of Victorians. It also emphasises the need to
work closely with communities to understand and
address the attraction or lure or compulsion towards
extremism in some members of the community.
The bill makes a number of technical amendments to
the Terrorism (Community Protection) Act 2003,
including the implementation of some of the
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recommendations of the Victorian Review of
Counter-Terrorism Legislation. The range of powers in
the act exist to provide the right tools for law
enforcement agencies to respond to the threat of
terrorist acts. When the Terrorism Act was first passed,
it included sunset provisions and a statutory review to
ensure that proper consideration was given as to
whether such legislation is required on an ongoing
basis. Recent events in Australia and overseas make it
clear that there remains a need to retain this legislation.
There are two separate sunset provisions in the act. The
first relates to preventative detention orders and
prohibited contact orders. Under the current legislation,
from 9 March 2016 preventative detention orders and
prohibited contact orders cease to have any effect and
cannot be applied for by police. This bill repeals that
provision. The second sunset provision provides that
the act expires in its entirety on 1 December 2016. This
bill retains that sunset provision but amends the date to
31 December 2021. When the Victorian review
completed its report last year, the requirement for a
statutory review ended. This bill amends the act to
require another statutory review to be completed and
tabled in the Parliament before 31 December 2020.
The Victorian review of counterterrorism legislation
was conducted last year by a panel chaired by former
County Court judge the Honourable David Jones, AM.
The review report was tabled in Parliament on
16 December 2014 and made 13 recommendations.
The bill implements six of them, including two
recommendations relating to covert search warrants, to
enabling remote entry into computers and to ensuring
that a consistent definition of ‘vehicle’ applies to the
whole act and includes all forms of transportation; and
four recommendations relating to preventative
detention orders (PDOs) to clarify that liability for the
welfare of a person subject to an order transfers to the
authority responsible for their custody — for example,
adult prisons, juvenile authorities or the Victorian
police or federal police — to clarify that aliases can be
used when applying for PDOs and to ensure that police
must apply for revocation or variation of the PDO when
circumstances underpinning the original order
application change.
Four of the remaining recommendations of the
Victorian review concern matters that are currently the
subject of ongoing discussion between the
commonwealth and other jurisdictions. A further two
recommendations require further work before
legislative change can take place.
Beyond the legislation before us today the Andrews
Labor government is proactively responding to this
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issue in a number of ways, understanding that it
requires a comprehensive, complex, far-reaching and
targeted response to ensure that we are reaching out to
all those at risk of heading down this tragic path. We
have established a ministerial task force led by the
Deputy Premier that includes the portfolios of
education, youth, multicultural affairs and police to
look at ways to combat racism and bigotry, which are
too often the starting point for the alienation and anger
that lead young people astray. We have established a
social cohesion and community resilience advisory
group comprising representatives from Victoria’s
multicultural community with a focus on youth to
provide advice to the ministerial task force on current
issues and potential risks. We are ready to listen, learn
and better understand what we can do and indeed must
do.
We have provided $74 million in the 2015–16 budget
to bolster multicultural affairs and social cohesion,
including the development of a research program to
address issues facing Victoria, such as those relating to
multiculturalism, intercultural relations, youth affairs
and extremism. Like other jurisdictions across the
world we continue to grapple with the complex,
challenging and difficult area of terrorism response, and
we know unequivocally that no one solution will
provide the quick fix we would so desperately love to
see.
What is proposed by this bill are but a few of the
measures and responses that we know are needed and
that will be part of an ongoing dialogue that continues
to respond to and meet emerging needs and issues as
they present themselves. I thank the people who have
contributed before me, particularly Ms Pennicuik. I
know many of the issues she canvassed will be dealt
with comprehensively by the Minister for Training and
Skills in the committee stage. I look forward to that
further conversation, and I commend the bill to the
house.
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 34
Atkinson, Mr
Bath, Ms
Bourman, Mr (Teller)
Carling-Jenkins, Dr
Crozier, Ms
Dalidakis, Mr
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr
Drum, Mr (Teller)
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Finn, Mr
Fitzherbert, Ms

Melhem, Mr
Mikakos, Ms
Morris, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Patten, Ms
Peulich, Mrs
Pulford, Ms
Purcell, Mr
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Shing, Ms
Somyurek, Mr
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Herbert, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lovell, Ms

Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
Wooldridge, Ms
Young, Mr

Noes, 5
Barber, Mr (Teller)
Dunn, Ms
Hartland, Ms

Pennicuik, Ms (Teller)
Springle, Ms

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Ordered to be committed later this day.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING
AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES)
BILL 2015
Committee
Resumed from 24 November.
Clause 2
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — In
respect of the commencement date of the legislation, I
know it is anticipated to be by 1 July, if not proclaimed
earlier. Does the government have a view as to why it is
in six months time, given that the information presented
seems to be fairly straightforward? It could almost be
enacted immediately.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I thank the member for his question. The
commencement provision allows for the bill to be
proclaimed to commence before 1 July 2016. The
government intends to consult further with Victoria
Police to inform consideration of the precise
commencement date and whether commencement
before 1 July 2016 would be practical. That is the
default date of the latest possible time by which the bill
could commence.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — On
the advice that the minister has, would it be that there
may be some confusion in the broader community that
the bill has in fact been enacted and is in operation?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Not at all; that is the member’s
interpretation.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — One
should always be careful in answering a question when
one is unaware. Can the minister categorically assure
members of the community that there have been no
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police interactions with any protesters, so to speak, in
the last 24 hours as a result of this bill?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — As Mr Dalla-Riva would be aware, the
bill has not yet passed the Parliament and therefore
does not have any legal effect. As I indicated in
response to his earlier question, we will be consulting
further with Victoria Police to inform consideration as
to the earliest practicable date that the bill could
commence.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
guess the government would be somewhat surprised
that there has been some communication to Victoria
Police from certain places that have indicated that the
150-metre rule has commenced and that police should
remove particular individuals from various clinics. Is
the minister unaware of any such incident occurring in
the last 24 or 48 hours?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I do not have the details of any particular
incident that Mr Dalla-Riva is referring to. I understand
there has been some media reporting that someone was
removed from the Croydon clinic.
I do not have the details of that, but as the member and
other members of this house are aware, the legislation
has not yet passed. I can, however, advise that the
Secretary of the Department of Health and Human
Services has written to the Chief Commissioner of
Police in anticipation of the legislation passing to seek
the commissioner’s view and advice as to the earliest
practicable date that the legislation could commence. If
a particular officer or officers have taken it upon
themselves to take particular action, then I cannot speak
on behalf of Victoria Police.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister, and I appreciate that she has
identified exactly the location and the incident. That is
why I asked the question, and the answer appeared to
be that nothing had occurred when in fact it had
occurred, so I am pleased. Is there any other assurance
that the minister can provide until such time as the bill
has been proclaimed — not passed but proclaimed —
to assure people in the community that they will not be
harassed or interfered with by Victoria Police or indeed
by others who have no power to do so?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — As I have indicated to the member, the
secretary of the department has written to the chief
commissioner in respect of these matters. We look
forward to receiving his views about these issues, but
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essentially the issues the member is getting at relate to
operational issues of Victoria Police, and I am sure the
chief commissioner will be dealing with those issues.
But let us be very clear here. The only harassment that
is going on at the moment is by the people who are
protesting outside these clinics. That is what the bill
seeks to remedy. Let us be very clear what the purpose
of the legislation is. The harassment that is going on is
by people who are following women in and out of
health clinics and impeding their ability to access
legally available medical services in this state.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister. At all stages I was trying to be
reasonable in my questioning, because I knew of the
incident in Croydon and I was trying to get clarity so
we do not have a situation where people are doing
certain activities that are outside the law. It is the role of
the Parliament to pass laws. It is my understanding that
it is the role of the Parliament to have a vote and
through that vote we pass laws. The Parliament
represents the broader community, and there will be
differing views. I was presenting what I would say are
concerns that have been raised with me as a member of
Parliament, and I would be derelict in my duty as a
member if I did not raise them. I do not have a view
either way, as I said, and we will be voting on this bill.
But in the apparent rush to pursue this matter we now
have clinics that are taking action that is outside the law
as the Parliament has not passed the bill before us.
While I appreciate the minister’s comments, I was
trying to be respectful of the fact that there are people
who were moved on. We hear good from those
opposite and, as I said, I respect the Parliament; there
are some here who perhaps do not. The Parliament will
make a judgement. As I said in my contribution to the
second-reading debate, the bill will pass — the numbers
will clearly do that — but until such time as the
Parliament passes the legislation and it is enacted then I
have a responsibility as a member of Parliament, as the
minister would expect, to raise concerns in the
committee of the whole. While I will say no more on
this, I do not particularly like the fact that I got an earful
for asking a question on behalf of some constituents. I
will leave it there.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Mr Dalla-Riva is making a case for why
we need to provide clarity on this law as quickly as
possible, and hopefully we will have the bill passed
through the Parliament during the course of this
evening. I do not have the details of that particular
incident, but I have been advised that there have been
some media reports about it.
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Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
This is in relation to the minister’s response to
Mr Dalla-Riva’s question about the commencement
date. She indicated that the delayed commencement
date was to allow for consultation with Victoria Police.
Is the minister able to tell us whether the consultation
with Victoria Police would also require them to identify
all of the sites across the state affected by this
legislation?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I remind Mrs Peulich that we addressed
this issue during the committee stage on Tuesday. At
that time I indicated to the house that there was no need
to identify all of the affected health services to Victoria
Police in advance because the provisions would be
triggered upon a complaint being received.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Having done a bit of preliminary research, I think the
implications for the number of sites that are involved
are concerning. One of them potentially is the
Parliament, the front of which has been the site of many
a protest. According to the parliamentary library, which
has provided me with some information, I understand
that there are three medical clinics within 150 metres of
the Parliament of Victoria, so in terms of affecting
protests on the steps of Parliament, that would have
some implications.
In addition to that, I am also aware through some
sources who are involved in major universities that
these universities contain GP clinics, most of which
prescribe the medication RU486. There are concerns
about the impact on all sorts of student activities, such
as the rights of clubs and associations that exist on
campus and the tendency of such organisations to have
trestle tables to recruit members and promote their ideas
on matters such as academic freedom, for example,
during orientation week. It seems to me that as part of
that consultation a necessary step is required, which is
to identify all of the affected sites and to ensure that all
of those affected are informed so they have the
opportunity to make sure they comply, as unjust a law
as I believe it is.
I believe the same effect of protecting people from
harassment could have been achieved through other
means that are less restrictive of personal and religious
freedoms. I think it is absolutely vital for those sites to
be identified and for those who will be affected to be
notified so that they do not find themselves on the
wrong side of the law. Can the minister confirm that
people will know in advance about all of the affected
sites before the commencement of this legislation?
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Before the
minister answers that question, I point out that we are
dealing with clause 2, which concerns commencement.
I would have thought that the line of questioning that
Mrs Peulich is taking would be more appropriate for the
amendments that are to be put in relation to clause 5.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Thank you, Deputy President, for your advice. I am
simply picking up from the minister’s response to
Mr Dalla-Riva’s question about whether the reason for
the delayed commencement is to allow a consultation
with Victoria Police. It seems to me that Victoria Police
needs to know where the sites are, the public needs to
know where the sites are and those who are impacted
need to know where the sites are, so I am just asking
the minister whether the period of consultation which
she referred to in response to a question on clause 2 of
the bill would involve the identification of those
sites — I am not necessarily saying the public
identification, but the identification of those sites — so
that people who are affected, such as people protesting
at the Parliament of Victoria, have an opportunity to
consider their position.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Deputy President, I am mindful of your
comment in respect of the scope of this particular
clause, and it is a very narrow, confined clause that
relates to the commencement date. Mrs Peulich’s
question would be better placed during the course of
clauses further on in the bill.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I think the
point that Mrs Peulich makes is a very important one in
that before the bill actually commences, if indeed it
does become an act, which it probably will, it is
important that those who may be impacted by it know
what impact it will have on them. What actions will the
minister take to inform those people who may be
impacted by this new law? That includes all
stakeholders, whether they be abortionists or whether
they be pro-lifers or whether they be police or others.
What activities will the minister provide for all
stakeholders in this matter to inform them of exactly
where they stand before this law comes into operation?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — On Tuesday we had a very extensive
committee stage on clause 1, which is the purpose
clause of this bill, and in fact it went for more than
4 hours. I understand that there were more than
100 questions that I responded to in considerable detail,
and Mr Finn had the opportunity to ask questions on
clause 1 with respect to these matters.
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We are now on clause 2, which relates strictly to the
commencement date. Mr Finn is seeking to pursue
questions that go further than what relates to clause 2,
so perhaps Mr Finn’s questions would be better placed
during the course of his amendments or another clause
in the bill.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I strongly
disagree with the minister. It is very important before
this house agrees to a commencement date for this bill
that we have some sort of guarantee that people who
will be affected by this legislation are informed of the
fact that it will be a law that is coming into practice and
that they may be liable or affected or impacted — call it
what you will — in some way. I am merely asking a
very simple question that has got nothing to do with
clause 1 and little to do with clause 5. My specific
question relates to the commencement of this act —
and I note clause 2 says commencement. I am asking
what the minister and the government propose to do to
inform those who may be impacted by this legislation
of how it will affect them.
Ms Patten — On a point of order, Deputy President,
this is about a commencement date. In all other bills
which include commencement dates we do not discuss
whether everyone needs to know about the bill by the
commencement date. We did not see this in the
terrorism bill, we are not seeing it in any other bill. The
commencement date is the commencement date.
Negotiations or consultation about the bill would be in
other parts of the bill, not within the clause. My point of
order is that this is not relevant to the clause.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I will allow
Mr Finn’s question, and I ask the minister whether she
wishes to respond.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Ms Patten has really hit the nail on the
head here.
Mr Finn interjected.
Ms MIKAKOS — No, I am responding to you,
Mr Finn. Listen in. We have just had the terrorism bill
debated: are you suggesting that the government should
write to all potential terrorists that we are about to
change the law in Victoria? We have legislation in this
Parliament all the time to put in place new criminal
offences. The government of the day does not need to
communicate to any potential offender the change of
the law.
Obviously all the health services that are impacted on
by this legislation know full well that this change is
coming and will be informed about the passage of the
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legislation. As I indicated previously, we are having
negotiations with Victoria Police at the present time in
relation to these matters as well. I can also assure the
house that we will be engaging with business and
religious organisations — including the Catholic
Archdiocese of Melbourne, the Australian Catholic
University, St Vincent’s Public and Private Hospitals,
the Catholic Theological College and the Greek
Orthodox church, which sit within a zone — to provide
guidance and assurance during the implementation and
prior to proclamation of this bill.
I have also sought to provide assurance during the
course of the debate we have had on this bill that
individuals or organisations will only be affected
insofar as they engage in behaviour that is harassment,
intimidation or where it may be reasonably likely to
cause distress and anxiety to someone accessing an
abortion provider or where they impede a footpath
without reasonable excuse within a zone. These
organisations are institutions which do not engage in
this sort of behaviour. They will not be affected, and we
do not anticipate that there will be unintended
consequences from this legislation.
Those organisations that have strong views against this
bill, such as Right to Life Victoria and Helpers of
God’s Precious Infants, know full well that this
legislation is coming, so we are talking about a handful
of individuals who might have a contrary view — who
share your views, Mr Finn — and are opposed to this
legislation. We know that the vast majority of the
people of Victoria are supportive of this bill. I think you
need to reflect on the fact that you are seeking to delay
debate on a bill on a day where we have just had a
bipartisan spirit in this house around violence against
women. Let us remember what this bill is about. It is
about preventing women being harassed and
intimidated as they access legal health services in this
state.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I think the last
comments by the minister were disgraceful. They were
shameful. For somebody to draw a correlation between
what we heard this morning in the other place and what
this is — a restriction on freedom of speech, a
restriction on freedom of assembly, a restriction on
freedom of religion — is disgraceful. It is beneath the
dignity of a minister of the Crown, and quite frankly I
think the minister should apologise to this house for
demeaning not just herself but also the government and
indeed the Parliament. I call on her to apologise for the
comments that she has made.
I think there are far more than a few people who may
be caught up in this. What I am asking for is some sort
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of guarantee that the minister and the government will
provide information to everybody who lives or works in
a restricted zone, that 150-metre restricted zone around
a place that commits abortions. I want to know what the
minister will do, what the government will be doing,
before the commencement of the bill to inform people
living or working in that 150-metre radius of their
rights and what the situation now is so as to prevent
them breaking the law.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Just to respond briefly to that comment:
firstly, the point that Mr Finn is making is not relevant
to the commencement clause. However, the vast
majority of people living within the 150-metre zone
would be happy to have the protesters, who are
probably congregating outside their doorstep, relocate
to a location further afield. Mr Finn is making claims
that the people who may happen to live near a health
service may have concerns about this. In fact I am sure
that the overwhelming majority of them would applaud
the passage of this bill because it would actually give
them the same protections that the health service would
be getting as well.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — In
relation to the minister’s response on this, the vast
majority of impacted people would not even know that
they live in a Labor restricted-freedom zone right
around the state. The reason for that is that the minister
has said in the committee stage when we last
considered it that it would apply to any clinic that
simply prescribes RU486. Most people would not know
who prescribes it — —
Ms Mikakos — And you don’t. You are making
things up.
Mrs PEULICH — No. I do not know, and I want to
know. I want to know because to me — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order!
Mrs Peulich has the call.
Mrs PEULICH — Bad laws are those that have
obviously not been fully considered. Clearly the
government was not aware that even the front steps of
Parliament House may be impacted by this law. I asked
the library to provide me with a list of any medical
services that are likely to provide this type of service
that are within 150 metres of Parliament House. They
gave me four. The public often uses this place to protest
in relation to all sorts of causes, some of which are the
causes that may be captured by this bill. Of course it is
impossible to notify all of them, but it is also impossible
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to notify any person who may live in a bubble zone, in
a restricted-freedom zone, established by the Labor
Party through this legislation because this has not been
fully considered.
What we need is a map of all of the affected sites. I am
not a member of Right to Life. For me, the serious
issues that will be impacted on by this bill are freedom
of speech, freedom of religion and such, above
anything else. So if someone has a sticker on their car
and they happen to live within a 150-metre bubble zone
and that sticker is classified — and the minister said it
would be done on a case-by-case basis — as possibly
offending or causing someone some anxiety, they may
find themselves in breach of the provisions of this bill.
So for them to protect themselves, they need to know
what the affected sites are.
The purpose of Mr Finn’s question, or that of the
development of any good law, is to actually understand
exactly who is impacted. If this were intended to apply
only to a handful of places, the bill would have been
drafted in a very different way. Clearly, that is not the
case. The minister’s answers have made it clear that the
number of zones that would be created by this
legislation would be numerous, and the number of
people who live on private property in those bubble
zones would be in the thousands. Also universities
would be impacted. I would imagine that potentially
TAFE and university sites and who knows what other
sites would be impacted. People need to know how
these laws will work, how they will impact upon them
and how simple expressions of their own views,
whether we agree with them or not, may in fact make
them fall foul of these laws.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I strongly reject the assertion that
Mrs Peulich is making. Most members of the public
will not be affected by this because most members of
the public will not be engaging in the type of behaviour
that is sought to be prohibited by this legislation.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Can the minister give us an assurance that a person with
a sticker on their car that expresses a view on the
subject matter of this legislation would not be captured
by this legislation?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The issue of stickers was canvassed at
some length during the course of the debate on
Tuesday. I refer Mrs Peulich to the Hansard.
Mrs Peulich — You said that it may.
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Ms MIKAKOS — It is not relevant to the
commencement.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Does
Mr Finn have a question?

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I think it is
very important that the questions that we are asking,
and that I am asking in particular, are answered by the
minister, because the minister and indeed the
government are asking the house to agree to a
commencement date. If we are to agree to a
commencement date, we need to know what actions the
government will take before that proposed
commencement date to inform those who may or may
not be — particularly may be — impacted by this law.

Mr FINN — My very word I do. I am merely
asking the minister what actions the government will
take to inform those who may be impacted by this law
that they could be breaking the law if they take certain
actions themselves. It is a very simple question.

We are talking about a 150-metre radius around
abortuaries. We are talking about GP clinics that
prescribe RU486, so various medical clinics around the
place. We are talking about a significant number of
people who will be in areas where they could come in
conflict with the law. I think it is only reasonable that
we — —
Mr Leane — Why? Why?
Mr FINN — The member says, ‘Why? Why?’. It
sounds like somebody with a speed gun over there.
Mr Leane interjected.
Mr FINN — He does not want people to know they
could be breaking the law. He does not want people to
know that, does he? If that is the government’s
attitude — that it does not care about who it impacts
with its laws — then let the minister get up or
Mr Leane can get up. Instead of interjecting across the
chamber, he can get up and say that the government
does not care about the impact this will have on people
in those bubble zones.
Ms Symes interjected.
Mr FINN — Or indeed Ms Symes can get up.
Ms Hartland — On a point of order, Deputy
President, this is an important debate, and I ask that
members be called back to the actual debate.
Mr FINN — I agree. It is a very important debate. I
think freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom
of assembly are matters that are crucially important for
the future of this nation and are something we are
debating tonight. If the government is proposing a law
which restricts freedom of those things in the manner
that it is proposing, it is very important that before the
commencement of that law it informs the people who
may be impacted by it.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! It is a
simple question. It is a question Mr Finn has asked
several times now, and it is tedious repetition. The
minister has answered. Mr Finn might not have liked
the answer, but the minister has answered and it is time
to move on. I ask for further speakers on other issues in
relation to clause 2.
Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) — I have
not participated in this debate to this point, but I have to
say that in my 23 years in this place I have not heard
such exaggeration in terms of prosecuting a case in any
particular piece of legislation. This bill, this clause, and
therefore the need to inform people about a
commencement date, is not about freedom of speech. It
is not about freedom of assembly. It is not about
freedom of religion. It is about confrontation,
harassment and intimidation.
Mr Finn — That is nonsense. That is just nonsense.
Mr ATKINSON — People will not be affected by
this bill. They will not contravene this bill unless they
get out and confront, seek to intimidate and harass
women who are going about — —
Mr Finn — Is this clause 2 we are talking about?
Mr ATKINSON — You raised the issues, and I am
simply responding to them with some respect.
Mr Finn interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! The
President has the call.
Mr ATKINSON — The need to inform people if
there is some suggestion of a need to delay the
implementation or to choose the implementation date
on the basis of needing to inform thousands upon
thousands of people is a red herring. The fact is that
those people — —
Mr Finn — You are the first one to have raised that.
Mr ATKINSON — Perhaps it is just as well it was
raised, even at this late state of the debate, because the
fact is that nobody will be impacted by this legislation
unless they seek to confront, to harass or to intimidate
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women who are seeking a lawful medical procedure.
Indeed, many of these women are going to a GP clinic
or to one of these clinics that offer not only abortion
services but a range of services. They might not even be
seeking abortions, and yet they are confronted — —
Mr Finn — On a point of order, Deputy President,
we have had some discussions here today already about
the relevance of matters raised with regard to this
clause. You have ruled that some of the discussion has
gone way beyond clause 2, and I accept that, but I
suggest to you very strongly — —
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! What is
your point of order, Mr Finn?
Mr Finn — I will give it to you now. I suggest to
you that what the President is now going on about is a
speech for the second-reading debate and in fact has
little to do with clause 2 either.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
Sitting extended pursuant to standing orders.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING
AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES)
BILL 2015
Committee
Resumed; further discussion of clause 2.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Mr Finn
has completed his point of order. There is no point of
order.
Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) — The
point that has been made about needing to know every
facility that happens to dispense certain services is
irrelevant in the sense that we do not do it for any other
legislation, and therefore — and this is the relevance,
for Mr Finn — there is no need to delay the
implementation of this legislation on the basis of not
having that information available to the police or to
anyone else. This is triggered by complaint. This is
triggered, as I said, by confrontation, harassment or
intimidation and, if people do not indulge in that sort of
behaviour, they have nothing to be alarmed about with
this legislation.
I assure Mr Finn and Mrs Peulich that the March for the
Babies can continue to come to Parliament House.
They can come here without any problem at all because
they are not affected by this legislation unless they are
there preventing people in a picket line situation from
entering a medical service.
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Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) — I feel
the need to assist the committee in terms of staying
focused on our task this evening. In fact in Mr Finn’s
point of order he did remind us that the primary
purpose is to tease out the effect of the clause and to
ascertain whether in his view or in the view of other
members of the committee the clause in question is
being considered by the government and responded to
accordingly. That then provides the committee with
some comfort that the government is aware of the
implementation elements of the clause. I think we
should stay focused on that issue rather than replicating
debates in a free-for-all fashion, such as those we have
witnessed in the committee stage in the last little while,
which were perhaps an intense version of the arguments
raised in the second-reading debate.
To assist the committee further, I would suggest that the
President’s contribution is a useful reminder of the
intention of the bill, which is to take effect through the
provisions that are outlined in clause 5. Clause 5 deals
with how the bill comes into effect by describing the
circumstances under which an offence occurs — that is,
where an individual or members of the community take
action to impede safe access to a health service. That is
described in clause 5.
The only people who would be potentially adversely
affected by this law are the ones who choose, through
their actions, to undertake the activities that are
described in clause 5. Those citizens of Victoria will, I
am certain, because of their determination to be well
apprised of not only their ethical framework but the
laws of the state, be very mindful of this law, and that is
the point my colleague has made on a number of
occasions. Those individuals are the ones who will,
through their actions, be in direct contravention of this
bill, and they are the only ones who will be. That would
be by their conscious actions, not their inadvertent
actions.
Therefore I suggest to my colleagues in the committee
that we be mindful that we concentrate in the
appropriate place, in this committee stage, on the
matters that are being continually raised under the
wrong clause.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister for his comments and the President
for joining the debate. The President was not
necessarily here for all of the committee stage when we
last considered the bill, and I just wanted to explain to
him that the reason why we were asking such
broad-ranging questions about the implications of the
bill is because of the answers we received in the
committee stage from the minister. For example, there
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were fairly unreassuring responses in relation to things
like car stickers and letterboxing material within those
bubbles or safety zones. Also, that does not fall within
the sections to which the President referred about
people attempting to access this service.

judges — how that law is adjudicated. I am not overly
keen on hearing how mindful the government is on
anything. I want to know how the wording of the law
impacts on those people, and we need to tell them
before this law comes into commencement.

The service exists. If the distance we agreed to today
was 15 metres, I would be happy to vote for it and go
home. For me it is the implications of that, and in
particular that is captured under the definition of
prohibited behaviour under new section 185B(1),
paragraph b, which reads:

A classic example of somebody who may be impacted
on by this and have nothing to do with anybody in the
abortion debate is somebody who might wear a T-shirt
that was particularly popular a few years ago —
everybody was wearing them — a Choose Life T-shirt.
Some members might have had them — big Choose
Life T-shirts. If somebody was wearing a Choose Life
T-shirt down the street, walking past an abortuary, then
an employee or somebody who is particularly
enthusiastic may well report that, because as has been
pointed out, the — —

subject to subsection (2), communicating by any means in
relation to abortions in a manner that is able to be seen or
heard by a person accessing, attempting to access or leaving
premises at which abortions are provided and is reasonably
likely to cause distress or anxiety —

so we are actually not just talking about — —
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I advise
Mrs Peulich that we are actually on clause 2.
Mrs PEULICH — The President suggested that I
was calling for a delay in the commencement of the
legislation. That is not at all what I was suggesting. The
President clearly misunderstood that, and I just wanted
to clarify it.
My concerns stem from the broad-ranging answers that
were given and the failure to reassure that ordinary
citizens and ordinary practices, especially during
electioneering, could find themselves at odds with the
law. If it were simply meant for half a dozen premises,
the bill would have been drafted differently. As I have
said, I have never marched in a March for the Babies. I
would be happy with 15 metres. The President is
oversimplifying the concerns, because I am not sure
that he heard all of the responses that we have received
in the committee stage.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I listened to
the President’s contribution with amazement, because I
have not suggested, and nobody else has suggested, that
the bill be delayed at all. The first I heard of it was
when the President himself suggested it, so I am not
sure where he got that from.
I think it is really important that we know — that
people know — before the bill’s commencement what
it involves. I understand that, as Minister Jennings says,
the government is mindful of a whole range of things. It
is great that the minister is mindful, and it is great that
the government is mindful, but the fact of the matter is
that what is in the law is what matters. What is in the
law is what dictates to the police how they enforce that
law. It dictates to the courts — to the magistrates, to the

Ms Patten — On a point of order, Deputy President,
again I seek some advice on how this is relevant to
clause 2, which is about the commencement. How is
talking about people wearing T-shirts randomly down
the street relevant to clause 2?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I uphold
that point of order. In the last 17 minutes we have come
full circle. We have had tedious repetition on a
particular line of questioning. The minister has
answered. It might not be the answer that certain people
want, but she has answered it. I call on members to
raise other issues that they might have with clause 2 and
move on.
Committee divided on clause:
Ayes, 32
Atkinson, Mr
Barber, Mr
Bath, Ms
Crozier, Ms
Dalidakis, Mr
Davis, Mr
Drum, Mr
Dunn, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Fitzherbert, Ms
Hartland, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lovell, Ms

Melhem, Mr
Mikakos, Ms
Morris, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Patten, Ms (Teller)
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Purcell, Mr (Teller)
Ramsay, Mr
Shing, Ms
Somyurek, Mr
Springle, Ms
Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
Wooldridge, Ms

Noes, 4
Carling-Jenkins, Dr
Dalla-Riva, Mr (Teller)

Clause agreed to.

Finn, Mr
Peulich, Mrs (Teller)
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Clause 3
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I just have one
question for the minister with regard to the objective of
the bill. I want to know what the real objective of this
bill is. It is not what we have heard from various people
throughout the course of this debate or indeed from
people from outside this house over a long period of
time. Is not the objective of this bill to shut down
opposition to the abortion industry in this state? This is
the government’s way of contributing to that. Is that not
the real objective of this bill?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — That is a ludicrous proposition. I refer
Mr Finn to the second-reading speech, which clearly
sets out the objective of this bill — one that I have
addressed extensively during the course of the
committee stage. I concur with the comments of the
President and Minister Jennings in relation to this
matter. They have hit the nail on the head. This is about
protecting women from being harassed and intimidated
as they access legally available medical services in this
state.
Clause agreed to; clause 4 agreed to.
Clause 5
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — I move:
1.

Clause 5, page 4, line 26, omit “150” and insert “50”.

In relation to clause 5, I want to make an opening
statement in relation to my amendment. I have a
question for the minister, so I will get to that. I was
concerned right from the original bill briefing that was
provided to me when Ms Patten introduced her private
members bill. I was concerned about the size — the
largesse — of 150 metres for the safe access zone,
which is what has been proposed. A number of people
have contacted my office about constrictions that might
apply in relation to the overlap of areas well outside
those practices that are providing health services. I took
on board the views of those constituents who contacted
my office in relation to the proposed 150 metres.
I am concerned about the fact that the government is
using the Tasmanian model; in fact it is mimicking the
major component of the Tasmanian legislation in
relation to the access zone of 150 metres. With the
population density we have in Victoria and the number
of health services which this bill encompasses — not
only, as has been referred to, the Royal Women’s
Hospital or the East Melbourne fertility clinic but also a
number of GP offices — if you took the access zone to
the 150-metre limit in many small townships where
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GPs provide health services similar to those
encompassed by the bill, it would be well outside the
parameters of the health clinic itself.
I have considerable concern about the 150-metre rule
endorsed by the Tasmanian government in relation to
its bill, and I raised that in a bill briefing, as I did with
Ms Patten in relation to her private members bill. I
undertook considerable research into what other
jurisdictions were doing in relation to what was an
acceptable zone. I note the one in the ACT, and, as
Ms Mikakos indicated I think in previous discussions
around this bill, there are hubs or zones within the
ACT. Yes, they use the 50-metre limit, but not
definitively in relation to different health services.
Canada does use 50 metres as a general rule in relation
to its safe access zones, which seems to be, from the
evidence I have seen in relation to its documentation
and research, well supported by that country.
Tasmania is the only jurisdiction in Australia that uses
the 150-metre rule. I am yet to be convinced that that is
the appropriate metreage for this state. I have come to
that conclusion on the basis that during sitting weeks I
reside in a rented flat which is very close to the East
Melbourne fertility clinic, so I have seen the situation
firsthand. I use the word ‘protestors’. Others will
probably use words like ‘consultants’ or ‘advisers’ or
‘others who want to provide some sort of advice to
those who are seeking assistance through those health
services’. They congregate in an area around the East
Melbourne fertility clinic.
I went to the trouble of stepping out what I believe is a
fair and reasonable ‘fair access’ zone, which is
50 metres. It took me from the title line of the fertility
clinic in East Melbourne across the road to the fence,
which is the boundary of the tracks at the railway
station. I also took the metreage from the title line of the
clinic to the tram stop, which is the closest point to the
clinic for those who are alighting or boarding a tram. I
felt that those people may well be intimidated by any
public demonstration by protestors about the work of
those health services. There is a new tram super-stop
near the East Melbourne clinic, which I acknowledge is
the facility I am most aware of.
This morning I went to the trouble of visiting the clinic,
and I noticed a number of people congregating around
the front entrance, and not only at the front entrance but
also inside the boundary line of the clinic, which I felt
was quite intimidating for those who wanted to gain
access to the health service. There were two gentlemen,
standing each side of the pillars of that clinic, inside the
boundary line, who were there purely for the purpose of
stopping those who were seeking assistance from
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entering that facility or trying to encourage them not to
do so. I found that quite intimidating myself, but far
less so than someone who might actually want to avail
themselves of the health service.
I went to the trouble of stepping out the metreage from
the corner of that health service to the super-stop, which
is a newly constructed super-stop in East Melbourne
and which is a considerably long way away from the
front entrance of the clinic, and found that it was in
excess of 150 metres. I admit that if those people using
the super-stop were wanting to exit or alight that service
and there were protesters in the vicinity, they would
find themselves somewhat intimidated. Since this bill
was introduced to the house, I have also received a
number of emails of concern from those who believe
that anything less than 150 metres would create
significant intimidation for those who may be seeking
the free service.
I have not done this lightly, because I still believe that
50 metres would be far more appropriate — certainly
more than the 15 metres advocated by my
parliamentary colleagues, but perhaps 150 metres is too
great a distance. Nevertheless, from what I have seen
today personally and certainly from the number of
constituents who have contacted me in relation to this,
perhaps 150 metres is a reasonable starting point in
relation to this bill. It might well be that in time either
the police or stakeholders find it is excessive and is
creating issues in relation to litigation or court action,
but we are dealing with the now, and on that basis I
would like to withdraw my amendment:
1.

Clause 5, page 4, line 26, omit “150” and insert “50”.

Amendment withdrawn by leave.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) — I
appreciate the work Mr Ramsay has done in
researching the zone around the specific clinic he has
mentioned and the one most relevant to where he is
living. It is very important to look at the fact that when
you have a super-stop 138 metres away and when you
have people going to clinics where they may be for
some time, parking is not going to be within 50 metres
or in a close vicinity to the clinic and they may need to
park some distance away. I appreciate the research and
the work Mr Ramsay has done in actually stepping this
out and understanding the need for a good safe access
zone of 150 metres. I very much appreciate the work he
has done that led him to withdrawing his amendment.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I too want to put on record my
appreciation to Mr Ramsay for not proceeding with this
particular amendment. I covered in some length on
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Tuesday the reasons why the government had taken the
view that the 150-metre zone is the appropriate size for
the safe access zones. It certainly is a size that was
strongly supported by health services in this state
during the course of the consultations. I thank
Mr Ramsay for the considered way in which he has
examined this particular issue and reconsidered his
views.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! We have a
number of proposed amendments remaining on this
clause. Mr Dalla-Riva has one amendment and Mr Finn
has six, and I call on Mr Finn to move amendments 1
and 2 standing in his name, which deal with definitions.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I move:
1.

Clause 5, page 4, line 22, omit “behaviour;” and insert
“behaviour — ”

2.

Clause 5, page 4, after line 22 insert — “but does not
include praying or other forms of religious expression;”.

Thank you, Madam Deputy President, for your
consideration on this matter. I thank Ms Wooldridge for
her consideration. Madam Deputy President — —
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! ‘Deputy
President’ will do.
Mr FINN — Yes, it will. These amendments are
aimed to change the more draconian points of this bill.
To propose 12 months jail for somebody saying a quiet
prayer in the street is straight out of North Korea.
Ms Shing — That is actually not correct.
Mr FINN — It is. We will get to that in a minute;
we will be able to vote on that in a minute, Ms Shing.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Through
the Chair, Mr Finn.
Mr FINN — Certainly. Ms Shing will have the
opportunity in a moment to vote on that religious
exemption. But at the moment it is 12 months jail for
somebody holding up a sign saying, ‘I want to help
you’. Sending someone off to jail for 12 months is not
the Australia that we know and love. This is not a free
country anymore if this bill goes through in this current
form — 12 months for holding up a sign; for handing
out a piece of paper saying, ‘We can help you’; for
handing out a piece of paper saying that there is a better
way, that you have not been told everything. Twelve
months jail!
Let me tell you, the people who are handing out the
pieces of paper will be the only ones who will give that
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poor woman the full story, because you can bet your
bottom dollar that the abortionists inside will not.
Speaking of bottom dollars, that is why they doing it.
They want their money; that is the bottom line. They
are not going to tell women that there are other options
available. If somebody endeavours to help a woman to
make an informed choice, they are sent off to jail for
12 months. That is ludicrous. That is possibly the most
ludicrous law that has ever been put before this
Parliament. But there it is.
Here we have a law which is proposing a maximum of
12 months jail for somebody saying a quiet prayer, for
holding up a sign or for offering to help somebody. If
somebody had told you 10 years ago, 5 years ago or last
week that anybody would be proposing a law like that
for Victoria, would you have believed it? I would not
have. If somebody had said to me that if you offer to
help somebody, you will go to jail for 12 months in
Victoria in 2015, I would not have believed it. What I
am proposing is bad enough, let me say. To lock
somebody up for a month for offering to help
somebody is bad enough; to lock them up for a year is
an obscenity. Yet this is what this bill in its current form
does.
I urge the house to remove the draconian penalties as
presented in this legislation. It is just beyond all human
decency to think that somebody can be jailed for saying
a prayer or offering help. Once we do that Australia’s
freedom is gone. We are no longer in the free nation
club. If we can make a complaint to police and police
can come down, take them to the courts and lock them
up for a year, maximum, for saying a prayer, holding up
a sign or offering to help — if that is the Victoria we
are living in in 2015 — I can well understand why a
number of people have written to me in the last week or
two and said they want to get out of this state. That is
not the Victoria and the Australia that I love, and it is
certainly not the Victoria and the Australia that I want
my kids to grow up in. This is a free country. To lock
somebody up for such a minor offence is a disgrace. So
I ask the house to take on board these amendments.
As I said, I am not overly thrilled even to put up what I
have put up. I would much rather have no penalties at
all, because I do not think somebody should be locked
up for saying a prayer or holding up a sign or offering
somebody help. I do not think that is on at all. The
penalties involved here are decidedly un-Australian.
I ask the house to support these amendments to provide
some balance. We heard about balance from the
minister on Tuesday night — a fair bit about balance. I
am proposing that we put in some balance now and ask
the house to amend these draconian, severe, harsh and,
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all in all, unfair penalties and give this legislation some
credibility — maybe, maybe not. But certainly these
amendments will go some way towards making this bill
a little better.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! We are
dealing with Mr Finn’s amendments 1 and 2 at the
moment; is that correct?
Mr FINN — No, I think we are dealing with
amendments 3, 4, 5 and 6, are we not?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order!
Amendments 1 and 2 are separate principles to the
other amendments Mr Finn has moved.
Mr FINN — I will go with amendments 1 and 2,
then. Amendment 1 is just a typographical matter. I
offer my apologies to the house for getting that
confused. Amendment 2 to clause 5 exempts praying or
other forms of religious expression, so Ms Shing gets
her opportunity now to support this, and I am sure she
will avail herself of that opportunity. This amendment
will actually decide whether this legislation survives,
because if this amendment is defeated, it will send a
very clear message to everybody, including the High
Court of Australia, that it is the government’s intention
to suppress freedom of religion in this state. I do not
think that can be much clearer.
I have to say when I first heard that people were
praying outside abortion clinics I thought, ‘That’s a bit
odd’. I am sure many of us do think that is a bit odd.
But I asked one of the people who pray outside the
clinics one day, ‘Why do you do it?’. For them, yes, it
is a religious thing. It is not just a particularly or
peculiarly Christian thing. Religions across the world of
various denominations and creeds have a view that we
should pray for those who are dying or who are about to
die. I have done it, unfortunately, too many times with
members of my own family leaving this world,
hopefully for a better place.
Those people — the Helpers — have a view that they
have an obligation, a moral duty, to be with those
children on their last journey on this earth and that they
have a duty to be with those children who are about to
be mutilated inside the clinics. They see that as their
moral duty. For them and, I think, for many
Christians — though as I say this is not peculiarly
Christian; I think a wide number of various religions
would have the same view — to pray with and for the
dying is something that is really at the very basis of
their belief, and I can understand that. I therefore ask
the house to accept this amendment, because it inserts
some reason into this legislation.
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I did a bit of research today on freedom of religion
throughout the world and here in Australia, and I came
across a few articles and a few surveys that I thought I
might make some reference to. There is one I would
like to thank VicHealth for. In 2011 a report was
written by Dr Natascha Klocker, Ms Brigid Trenerry
and Ms Kim Webster. That report was entitled How
Does Freedom of Religion and Belief Affect Health and
Wellbeing? I thought given that this bill is allegedly
about health and wellbeing this would indeed be a
report that would be worth having a good read of —
and I did, and I found a number of points that I think
would be salient to this debate.
The project, as the authors described it:
… was designed to achieve the following aims, via a
comprehensive review of the existing literature on the
relationship between religion and belief and health and
wellbeing.

I want to emphasise that link — religion and belief, and
health and wellbeing — because these are the two
matters we are currently discussing. The following aims
for discussion were put before the authors.
One was to identify and explore the effects, both
positive and negative, of religion and belief on health
and wellbeing. The second was to identify and explore
the impacts of religious discrimination on health and
wellbeing. The third was to develop an understanding
of the causal pathways by which religion and belief can
have positive and/or negative effects on health and
wellbeing. The fourth was to develop an understanding
of the causal pathways by which religious
discrimination affects health and wellbeing. The fifth
was to produce a report on the basis of a literature
review, outlining the effects that religious belief and
practice and religious discrimination can have on health
and wellbeing. The sixth was to contribute a public
health perspective to the Australian Human Rights
Commission’s broader project on freedom of religion
and belief in the 21st century.
I cannot express to the house, Deputy President, just
how important this matter is to millions of Australians.
There are people who are tuning in to this debate
tonight, many for the first time; many of them have
never viewed the parliamentary debates before, and I
welcome them. They are tuning in to see what we are
doing in this house tonight, because they are deeply
concerned about the impact this legislation will have on
freedom of religion in this nation.
The report undertaken by the academics I named earlier
on behalf of VicHealth, which is a reputable
organisation that has done a great deal of very good
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work in Victoria over a long period of time, is
something that we need to take into consideration in
greater detail. On page 18 the report says:
It is important to note that this study was based on the
understanding that religious belief is something over which
the individual should exercise choice and control. This
extends to the freedom to not hold or practise a religious
belief. For this reason, the study was not designed to work out
whether religion should be promoted as a ‘tool’ for promoting
health (as may be the case with, for example, exercise or diet).
Rather, its aim was to understand the relative importance of
religious beliefs and practices in protecting the health of
people of religious faith and, hence, the need to protect the
rights of individuals to practise their beliefs free from
discrimination.

This bill allows religious discrimination. After just a
couple of paragraphs of this report we have already
discovered that religious discrimination is not
something that we should be encouraging in law, as the
bill does. The report also says:
It is also important to note that the focus of this research was
on the relationship between religious beliefs held by
individuals and their health. It did not assess the impact of
religion and belief at the group, community or societal level.
More specifically, it did not:
look at the impacts of religion on whole communities or
societies, including on secular society. Religious belief
may serve as the basis for social practices that can
contribute to other positive or negative health outcomes.
For example the oppression of women, which has a
basis in some religious doctrines, is associated with poor
health outcomes, while altruism, a founding principle of
many religions, may contribute to positive health
outcomes.

There we have it. The first point states that altruism, as
displayed by those who offer help outside the places
that commit abortions, has already been shown to be a
positive health outcome for these people. That is
something that is at the heart of this bill. If the minister
is serious about what she says about the objectives of
the bill, then clearly health and wellbeing are something
we should be taking very seriously. Health and
wellbeing should be taken into consideration not just
for some but for all.
The report goes on to say that the study did not:
weigh the impact of religion on particular groups, such
as same-sex-attracted individuals, for whom exclusion
from some religious communities may be associated
with negative health consequences —

although that is not entirely relevant to this debate. The
study did not:
explore the health implications of particular religious
beliefs and practices. For example, when the use of
contraception is prohibited on religious grounds, this
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may result in negative health impacts for women, their
partners and their children.

It also did not:
explore the role that religious communities and
institutions may themselves play in discrimination
against other religions or those without a religious faith.

This section of the report finishes by saying:
There is considerable debate in scholarly and wider circles
about the impact of religion on these aspects of community
and societal wellbeing (Hitchens 2007; Dawkins 2006) and
on the potential for religion to foster intolerance (Hall et al.
2010). All of these factors can in turn influence health.
However, this study did not explore the evidence linked to
these broader debates. For this reason, it does not provide a
basis for drawing conclusions about the ‘net benefits’ of
religious belief to health at the population level.

What we are talking about here is the impact that
religious belief and religious practice will have on
individuals. In this particular instance we are talking
about individuals who are practising their religion and
who would be banned from practising their religion
under this law. Not only would that be intolerable in a
free society, it is also something that would have a
severe health and wellbeing impact on the individuals
involved. I think that is something that the house has to
take into significant consideration when considering
this amendment, keeping in mind that this amendment
is about excluding prayer and religious practice from
the prohibited activities under this bill.
We could talk about evidence of discrimination against
religious minorities in Australia, which is the next
chapter of the report. You have to wonder if indeed this
law, as proposed, might in itself be a form of
discrimination against a religious minority. It seems
that Christians now are a religious minority, and that is
something that was mentioned in this report in 2011. It
states:
There is considerable evidence of discrimination against
religious minority groups in Australia. The bulk of the
existing literature focuses on the experiences of Muslim
Australians …

It uses Muslim Australians as an example, and it could
well be that Muslim Australians, who are known — —
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I draw
Mr Finn back to the amendment and the relevance to
this clause as opposed to a contribution on the history
of religions of the world.
Mr FINN — I am talking about the amendment,
Deputy President. If you had been listening, Deputy
President, I am talking about — —
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I can assure
Mr Finn I have been listening.
Mr FINN — If you had been listening, Deputy
President, you would know that I have made constant
reference in my contribution so far to the health and
wellbeing impact on the individuals who would be
banned under this law from practising their religion. It
is not a history lesson on religions of the world. This is
a scientific document, and we are often told by the
other side, ‘You’ve got to stick with the science.
‘Where’s the science? Believe the science. Trust the
science’. Well, here I am presenting the science for the
benefit of the house.
Mr Jennings interjected.
Mr FINN — I am sure Minister Jennings would be
only too pleased that I have adopted this attitude to do
that.
Mr Jennings — On a point of order, Deputy
President, the scientific method, cause and effect, may
be the issue that may assist Mr Finn to come back to
talking about the provisions of his amendment that may
demonstrate a connection to his thesis that he is relying
upon.
Mrs Peulich — On the point of order, Deputy
President, I found the tolerance of laughter and
chatting, both from the gallery and in the chamber, to
be most disrespectful to Mr Finn. I do not share all of
Mr Finn’s ideas, but many people do, and I think he is
deserving of the opportunity of speaking to his
amendment, which goes to the very core of his being.
To be honest with you, I think it is disappointing and
disrespectful and almost ironic that the people who are
espousing a form of legislation that is intended to lessen
anxiety or feelings of harassment and intimidation
would also be engaging in behaviour that could in
actual fact be construed to be the same. I think Mr Finn
ought to be given the opportunity and the respect to
speak to his amendment, which goes to freedom of
religion, and he should be allowed to do so without
interruption, without the jeering and the laughter, and
without comment, both verbal and non-verbal, from the
gallery.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! That is not
a point of order. However, I do thank Mrs Peulich for
raising the issue of the level of noise in the chamber and
in the gallery. I request that members keep their
conversations quiet. I also cannot help but comment
that Mr Finn was extremely vocal earlier on in his
contribution.
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Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
Sitting extended pursuant to standing orders.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING
AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES)
BILL 2015
Committee
Resumed; further discussion of clause 5 and
Mr FINN’s amendments:
1.

Clause 5, page 4, line 22, omit “behaviour;” and insert
“behaviour — ”

2.

Clause 5, page 4, after line 22 insert — “but does not
include praying or other forms of religious expression;”.

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I thank
Mrs Peulich for her comments. I do not agree with her
that it is ironic, because I think the level of disrespect
shown is in fact indicative of what we are seeing in this
legislation — that is, a total disrespect for religious
freedom in this state. That is what it is all about, despite
what the minister might say. It is all about stopping
people from expressing their religious beliefs and from
practising their religion in a way that they are entitled to
do. As I said, I do not see any irony in that. I think the
way some people have carried on in this place over the
last half-hour or so is very instructive. It is
disappointing, but it is not at all surprising, as this bill is
designed to suppress religious freedom in Victoria. It is
clearly in breach of section 116 of the Australian
constitution, and when it goes to the High Court — and
I do not say if, I say when — it will be thrown onto the
scrap heap as it so richly deserves.
This is a particularly good report. I would like to talk
about it in much greater depth, but I will not. I was
going to, but Dr Carling-Jenkins said that it might not
be a good idea, so I will take her advice. You can thank
her for that, because I was going to back up my
arguments on this amendment at some considerable
length. Quite frankly the arguments put forward in this
report by VicHealth — and I advise anybody who has a
spare 2 or 3 hours to have a read of it — make it a
particularly good report. I see Minister Jennings is
taking significant interest in that, and I suggest he get
his staff to print him a copy. It will be great reading
over the weekend. It will do him a world of good, and it
might actually enlighten him — not that I am
suggesting he is unenlightened — about some of the
other matters in life that he may not have necessarily
considered as important. I make that suggestion.
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This report, along with a number of other documents I
have here, show that religious freedom and religious
belief, which this legislation suppresses, is vitally
important to many millions of Australians and indeed to
many millions of people around the world. My view is
that there are a number of freedoms and, as I said on
Tuesday night, my basic reason for being a Liberal is
that I believe in freedom, and religious freedom is an
extremely important part of those freedoms. We have
seen over in eastern Europe communists suppress
religious freedom for many years. I do not want to see
that happen here. It was the great Ronald Reagan who
once said — and I do not wish to paraphrase him —
that freedom is a generation by generation proposition.
He said that the loss of freedom may be just one
generation away. I do not want my children to grow up
with less freedom than I did. This legislation as it
currently stands takes away the freedoms that my
children should enjoy and should be allowed to enjoy.
This amendment restores at least one of them, and I do
not think it is too much to ask; I do not think that is too
much to ask at all.
In fact if the government is serious about the supposed
objective of this bill, then I think it will accept this
amendment. If it does accept this amendment, there will
be a significantly lessened chance of it being thrown
out as unconstitutional if and when it goes to the High
Court — as I say, when is more likely than if. If this
amendment is defeated, all I can say to those QCs who
are listening and indeed watching this debate tonight, is
‘Start your cars, because we have a court case on our
hands’.
For those and for many other reasons that I would like
to go into at some length but will not, I urge the house
to support this particular amendment. This goes to the
heart of this amendment. Religious freedom in
Australia is very dear. Hundreds of thousands of
Australians have died in wars for freedom. Freedom of
religion is one of those freedoms and, quite frankly, I
do not think we have a right to take that freedom off
anybody, as the government is attempting to do tonight.
We are in Victoria. We are not in North Korea, we are
not in China. We are not in any of those communist
nations that persecute religious minorities. We are not
in any of those countries that jail Christians for being
Christians. We are a free nation, we are a free country,
and I want Australia to remain a free country. For that
reason I urge, plead with — beg if I have to — the
house to support this amendment.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — Can I get some clarification, Deputy
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President, that I will just be speaking to amendments 1
and 2 at this stage?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! That is
correct — amendments 1 and 2.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS — Thank you very
much; I appreciate that. I rise tonight to speak on the
amendments put forward by Mr Bernie Finn:
1.

Clause 5, page 4, line 22, omit “behaviour;” and insert
“behaviour — ”

2.

Clause 5, page 4, after line 22 insert — “but does not
include praying or other forms of religious expression;”.

I wish to support these amendments and recognise them
as an attempt to reintroduce some form of religious
freedom into a bill which seeks to stifle these freedoms.
I think that Mr Finn has made his case very well, and I
thank him for that.
I want to very briefly refer to an article by Thomas
Reese headed ‘Religious freedom is a fundamental
human right’. In it he says:
Nor is religious freedom only about beliefs that you hold in
your heart but don’t express. It also includes expressions
intended to persuade another individual to change his or her
religious beliefs or affiliation voluntarily.
All of these details are important because some societies
speak of religious freedom as long as the believer is quiet and
inactive. In this sense, freedom of religion goes hand in hand
with freedom of speech, assembly and press.

This is where Mr Finn’s amendment fits tonight. He is
advocating for the freedom to pray or express religion
in other forms, and this goes hand in hand with freedom
of speech and freedom of assembly, freedoms which
should be available everywhere. I thank Mr Finn for
this amendment, and I commend it to the house as well.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — The
Greens will not be supporting these amendments.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I indicate to the house that the government
will not be supporting Mr Finn’s amendments. The
bill’s purpose makes it very clear that the aim of this
bill is to prevent behaviour that impacts on the safety,
wellbeing, privacy and dignity of people accessing
lawful health services. Religious activities such as quiet
praying, saying the rosary or quietly reading a Bible
would be permitted in a safe access zone if such activity
is not harassing or intimidating, does not involve
communication in relation to abortions in a manner that
is able to be seen or heard by a person accessing or
leaving the premises, is not likely to cause distress or
anxiety and does not impede a footpath, road or vehicle.
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Mr Finn’s amendment is essentially designed to
introduce a loophole into the bill that is designed to
weaken the legislation to enable people to claim that
they are exercising freedom of religious expression. On
Tuesday during the committee stage we went through
examples that were proposed in relation to these
matters. We canvassed them at considerable length. As
I indicated to the house earlier, individuals will only be
affected by this bill insofar as they engage in behaviour
that is harassment or intimidation, where their
behaviour may be reasonably likely to cause distress
and anxiety to someone accessing a health service or
where they may impede a footpath without reasonable
excuse within a safe access zone. Individuals or
organisations that do not engage in this sort of
behaviour will not be affected by this bill.
I also indicated to the house on Tuesday that Victoria
has a proud history of activism and peaceful protest.
This bill does not change that. The offence provisions
have been carefully developed to target specific
behaviours aimed at deterring people from accessing or
providing legal medical services. Individuals can still
protest and express their views about abortions outside
safe access zones. This is entirely appropriate in a
robust democracy such as ours.
Regarding what Mrs Peulich was claiming earlier in
relation to the Parliament, I make the point that we have
also consulted Family Planning Victoria, and I am
advised that it is not aware of any medical or surgical
provider within 150 metres of the Victorian Parliament.
Both patients and staff of abortion services have a right
to privacy and are also protected by the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities and must be
allowed to access health services and work in an
environment that is free from fear, harassment and
abuse. The charter recognises that rights may need to be
limited to protect others and that special duties and
responsibilities are attached to the right to freedom of
expression. Behaviour that seeks to dissuade, frighten
or intimidate patients or staff of legal health services is
not acceptable, respectful or consistent with the
intention of our human rights charter.
Vulnerable people, such as pregnant women, seeking to
enter or leave medical services have a right to access
these services without being shamed or stigmatised. As
the statement of compatibility on this bill notes, women
accessing legal abortion services are entitled to have
their privacy respected, to feel safe and to be treated
with dignity. This bill has been carefully designed to
strike an appropriate balance between various rights
and freedoms protected by our charter. It is targeted
specifically at conduct that can cause fear, anxiety and
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intimidation. It is restricted in its scope so as to not
unjustifiably impact on the rights of people to freedom
of expression, peaceful assembly and freedom of
religion.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
was not planning to speak on this. I thought the
arguments were well canvassed. However, I must
endorse the comments made by both Mr Finn and
Dr Carling-Jenkins in relation to the importance of
freedom of religion. I will not recount the contributions
I made the other day. I do not believe the bill strikes an
appropriate balance. It is clearly in breach of several
articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. I
believe it will be struck down for the obvious reason
that it is an unjustifiable incursion on a number of
freedoms, including freedom of religion, freedom of
expression, freedom of political activity and freedom of
assembly.
I do not condone harassment of any sort. The laws are
there, and if they are not being enforced, they should
be. Clearly it does not apply only to women who are
seeking abortions; it could be anyone working in a
clinic or using those facilities.
In terms of the suitability of the locations, I think this
relates to the problems and the remedies that this bill
puts forward. It is possible to protect the privacy of
users of health services by the use of appropriate
locations — secure car parks and internal access — so
no-one knows whether you are going in for an abortion
or for any other purpose. Indeed it may well be that
these locations that are causing the flashpoints are no
longer suitable.
The number of sites to which the so-called safe access
zones will apply is unknown, and the minister has
confirmed that through her answers to previous
questions in the committee. The number of private
dwellings that will be impacted is unknown. The
number of people, therefore, who will be impacted in
terms of having reduced levels of religious freedom,
freedom of expression, freedom of political activity and
freedom of assembly is also unknown, but I believe that
number will be in the thousands. The minister has
confirmed that ultimately the decision on matters such
as letterboxing, stickers and T-shirts rests with the
interpretation of the court, let alone other activities and
other forms of communication, both verbal and
non-verbal.
We have political parties, including the Australian Sex
Party, represented by Fiona Patten, that support a range
of activities. We have other parties that support other
types of activities. This is a part of the democratic
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process and the array of ideas that people have in our
system.
The impact that this will have on universities and their
clubs and societies that may fall within the zones is
unknown, and I believe all of the major universities
have clinics which issue scripts for RU486. It will
certainly impact on the activities of university clubs and
societies, especially in terms of orientation week and
recruitment.
When you have a piece of legislation that prevents —
and I am not suggesting that the Australian Catholic
University would do so — a university from putting a
banner on the outside of its walls, it has gone too far.
When it prevents or may impact upon the sort of
activity that may take place in churchyards because
they happen to be in a so-called safe access zone, it has
gone too far. I note the minister’s assurance that it will
not impact on the Parliament. That is certainly not in
line with the advice I have received.
There is a lot we do not know. We have had
inconsistent answers in relation to clinics that may fall
within shopping centres, and I do not believe that the
answers we have had have allayed the concerns that
many people have relayed to me. I do not believe this is
balanced. It certainly penalises a number of people who
share a particular view, a particular calling that goes to
the core of their being. Yes, people do need to have
their privacy protected and do need to be protected
from harassment, but I believe this does not strike the
appropriate balance. I think Mr Finn’s amendment
attempts to address some of that imbalance, and that is
why I support it.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I listened to
the minister very carefully, and I have to say that at
least Ms Hartland was serious about her intent when
she made no attempt to dispute anything that I had said.
The minister’s comments have been very similar to
everything else that she has put up in this debate. There
have been no guarantees. There have been no definitive
statements of protection for religious freedoms, for
religious rights.
This amendment will tell us all exactly what we need to
know about the intent of the government with regard to
this bill. If this amendment is carried, then the
government is serious about protecting religious
freedoms. If this amendment is defeated, it will confirm
what we already know, and that is that the government
wishes to suppress religious freedom via this
legislation. That is not something that I can tolerate.
That is not something that anybody who cares about
civil rights can tolerate. It is interesting to hear and see
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those who holler long and loud about civil liberties and
freedoms and all these sorts of things, but they will vote
on this legislation to stomp on religious freedom. They
are more than happy to do that. I just say to whoever
votes against this amendment: I ask you to refrain from
the hypocrisy of talking about civil liberties at me
again, because I will just laugh at you. If you do that,
that would be very kind. I ask the house to support this
amendment. This is the true test of the intent of the
government on this legislation.
Committee divided on amendments:
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It then goes through a number of reasons as to why it
supports the bill and gives some examples.
What was missed in the submission was the range of
buffer zones given in evidence — in other words,
demonstrating that there is a reason for this because
there are other buffer zones in existence. Each of the
areas have been provided in the table headed ‘Court
decisions on legality of access zones in USA and
Canada’. This is the reason for moving my amendment.
In the document there are a whole range of
jurisdictions, and I do not propose to go through this
again.

Ayes, 8
Bourman, Mr
Carling-Jenkins, Dr (Teller)
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Finn, Mr (Teller)

Peulich, Mrs
Purcell, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Young, Mr

Noes, 30
Atkinson, Mr
Barber, Mr
Bath, Ms
Crozier, Ms
Dalidakis, Mr (Teller)
Davis, Mr
Dunn, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Fitzherbert, Ms
Hartland, Ms (Teller)
Herbert, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lovell, Ms

Melhem, Mr
Mikakos, Ms
Morris, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Patten, Ms
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Ramsay, Mr
Shing, Ms
Somyurek, Mr
Springle, Ms
Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
Wooldridge, Ms

Amendments negatived.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
move:
1.

In Colorado, USA, there should be no unlawful activity
within a floating 100 feet and it is ‘unlawful to go
within 8 feet of a non-consenting individual for purpose
of prohibited action’. Nine feet would be about
3 metres. That was upheld by the US Supreme Court in
Hill v. Colorado [2000], so quite a long time ago. It
demonstrates that there were buffer zones for quite an
extensive time. I would suggest it is a significant case
that has been provided.
The other case provided by the Human Rights Law
Centre is the example of Massachusetts, USA. This had
a floating no-approach zone of 18 feet — that being
about 6 metres — and it is ‘unlawful to go within 6 feet
of a person for purpose of prohibited activity’.
Again, these are outlined in terms of what was provided
in the table — protesting, obstructing, detaining,
hindering et cetera. Six feet is about 2 metres give or
take a couple of centimetres here or there. This was
upheld by the United States Court of Appeals for the
First Circuit in McGuire v. Reilly. That was in 2002, so
13 years ago it stood.

Clause 5, page 4, line 26, omit “150” and insert “15”.

I am glad to move my amendment, and I thank
everyone for the debate. My amendment relates to the
metreage of the proposed zones as presented in the bill.
I do this on the basis of a range of reports that have
been provided. Those who were here for my speech in
the second-reading debate would have heard some of
the evidence that has been provided from around the
world. I will refer to the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee report and the document
provided by the Human Rights Law Centre dated
5 November, which was referenced in Alert Digest
No. 14. I think the argument was being put forward by
Ms Emily Howie as the director of advocacy and
research. The submission said:
The Human Rights Law Centre strongly supports the bill.

Then we go to the city of Pittsburgh in the USA and a
more recent example of a fixed buffer zone of 15 feet.
That is roughly 5 metres. There ‘knowingly
congregating, patrolling, picketing or demonstrating’
are the prohibited actions. That was upheld by the
United States District Court for the Western District of
Pennsylvania in Bruni v. City of Pittsburgh in March
2015 — this year.
We then go to British Columbia, Canada, and this is a
buffer zone of up to 50 metres. We heard Mr Ramsay
talk about 50 metres in other areas, even though he
withdrew that amendment. The certain activities
prohibited include ‘sidewalk interference’, as well as to
‘protest, beset, interfere with service provider or patient,
intimidate’. This was upheld by the British Columbia
Court of Appeal in R. v. Watson and R. v. Spratt in
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2008. Again, the evidence is that there has been a long
history.
The only one that was struck down, as provided in the
report — just to demonstrate — was in Massachusetts
in the USA. That was a fixed buffer zone prohibiting
standing on a public road or sidewalk within 35 feet,
which is 10 metres or thereabouts, and that was struck
down by the US Supreme Court in McCullen
v. Coakley in 2014. But fundamentally the buffer zones
have been in existence elsewhere, and I have
demonstrated that.
There was the issue around some of the evidence that
was provided, and I know Ms Emily Howie has
provided some further correspondence — an email —
countering some of their arguments. I thought this
email was somewhat interesting given what was
provided in the report. I could not rationalise the
evidence and the fact that it was argued in the counter
email, but that is where we think it is good. Usually a
law centre would base its position on argument, legal
argument or otherwise, and if you present arguments
here, you cannot expect them to sort of be ignored
when they are presented to SARC in its fullness, but I
can leave that aside for the moment.
The other reason I moved the 15-metres amendment is
the issue that related to SARC, and I raised this in part
in my second-reading debate contribution, and that is
about the concerns that I have about this chamber as the
house of review. I said earlier that the house of review
is meant to examine the evidence and to provide not
everything that the government or the Assembly
provide. That is the role of this house; we are not
merely a rubber stamp. In the time that I have been
here, over a decade, I have seen all colours of
government and all persuasions. There are different
arguments put forward and often the government will
accept those, either through an amendment it presents
itself to a committee of the whole or when a bill is
between the lower house and the upper house based on
review of a SARC report.
In fact when I was chair of SARC during the last term
of Parliament the committee presented a series of the
amendments that have been made by various
governments over the past 10 years — I think it was the
past 10 years — demonstrating legislation that was
changed by the government while it was between the
houses. The SARC report in respect of this bill, and the
reason for the amendment, go to what I call the issue of
suitability, necessity and proportionality.
That is in terms of the Lange case. That is a High Court
case that was referenced in the SARC report on
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page 10. It is whether the bill trespasses unduly upon
rights or freedoms. We have heard that in various forms
during the debate on this bill, both tonight and Tuesday
night, but it is important again to put on the record the
reason I think this amendment should be supported. It
should be supported such that if there were a High
Court challenge, then the arguments put forward would
be that the chamber referenced the other cases around
the world and it also referenced the Lange test case in
terms of what was considered to be suitable, necessary
and proportionate, and whether it had a legitimate
objective in the law that is being presented in the
chamber.
The High Court case of Lange v. Australian
Broadcasting Corporation [1997] 189 CLR 520 was
essentially a two-step test on the implied freedom of
political communication contained in the constitution. It
was a two-step test for determining whether a law is
compatible with the implied freedom. We have heard
extensive debate in this chamber, and we heard
extensive debate during the second-reading debate in
the lower house. The second-reading speech and
statement of compatibility talk about the competing
rights of individuals — the competing rights of freedom
of the nurses, workers, patients versus the competing
rights of those who protest and their belief in what they
are doing.
In my view, and I am not a lawyer or a bush lawyer, the
challenge will be for the courts in terms of the SARC
report, which I am relying on. The proposed prohibition
in the bill — that is, on communicating in relation to
abortions with a person who is accessing, attempting to
access or leaving premises at which abortions are
provided et cetera — may effectively burden freedom
of communication about government or political
matters. That, as the SARC report on page 10 clarifies,
is the first limb of the Lange test. Then it goes on:
The committee also notes that even if a law is found to pursue
a ‘legitimate’ objective, it is also important to consider
whether it is ‘suitable, necessary and proportionate’ (the
second limb of the Lange test).

I argue that in the first case there may be some
arguments, but in the second case I do not think the
reason for it being 150 metres has been put forward.
The only reason I have heard for 150 metres has been
that Tasmania does it. Yet I have just presented cases
that date back to the year 2000 where the buffer zone
was 33 metres, the floating no-approach zone was
3 metres. The calculation by which I got the 15 metres
was not just to drop the 0. By looking at the buffer
zones that have been provided across the examples that
were given to SARC, surprisingly, when you calculate
the total number and divide it by four, just to give the
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rough average, it works out at 15 metres. In fact, when
you work out the floating no-approach zone, it works
out at 23.5 metres. I have tried to work it out on what I
consider would be suitable and necessary. There are
arguments clearly that it is suitable. There might be
arguments that it is necessary, but the question that I put
will be: is it proportionate?
We have heard evidence that it may impinge upon other
areas. There is uncertainty about where it may go.
There is uncertainty about its approach into churches.
As I have indicated, one of the many Dr Marie Stopes
abortion clinics is at 182–184 Victoria Parade,
Melbourne. The 150-metre no-communication zone
takes in the Greek Orthodox church next door — which
I have been to as all my boys are Greek Orthodox
because my wife is Greek — and all the grounds of the
Australian Catholic University. The question that will
be asked in assessing the legislation if this goes to the
High Court is whether the distance is reasonably
appropriate and adapted to serve the government’s
legitimate ends. That will be the Lange test.
The interesting point in this debate is that if the High
Court were to hear the arguments as to why it is
150 metres, it would have to say on balance that the
government has not really satisfied the reasons why. If
the counter was that there should be a more
proportionate area, there is clearly evidence around the
world to suggest that there is a legitimate proportionate
area. This is something that I suggest will be
determined later on. We heard this in the
second-reading debate, and we heard in the minister’s
response the other night that there is a range of issues
that the minister indicated would be determined by a
court, and of course as the case proceeds it will end up
going through the High Court.
Just before I finish, not only is there the Lange case, a
High Court case from 1997, but the Scrutiny of Acts
and Regulations Committee report also talks about the
recent High Court decision in McCloy v. New South
Wales [2015] HCA 34, 10, another High Court case
which reinforced my understanding of the Lange test.
That was in 2015. We now have two High Court
decisions which will effectively determine whether the
test is suitable. It may say that yes, it is necessary. Some
would argue no, but the issue for me will be about what
is proportionate. The proportionality of the bill is the
issue I have real concerns about and it is the reason I
put forward my amendment tonight.
I know that the government members will take the
government’s position. We have all been there and we
know what it is like, and I am sure there will be some
who wish they have the free vote that we have. I am
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also sure there will be many in the chamber who might
say that 150 metres is excessive, and there are views
that 1 kilometre would be considered appropriate. But I
think if we refer to previous examples that have been
provided to an organisation that supported the
legislation, there is enough evidence for me to argue
successfully as to why the 15-metre buffer zone should
be considered, and that is the reason why I have put the
amendment to the house.
Having said that, I respectfully request that the house
consider omitting ‘150’, being 150 metres, and
inserting 15 metres to reflect what I consider to be more
in line with the Lange test, more in line with
appropriate overseas examples that have been in
existence for well in excess of 10 years and more in line
with what I consider will be reasonably accepted by the
broader community, indeed by those purporting to want
to express their views in an area where they would
accept that there should be a buffer zone that may set
the rules and be very clear about where they can and
cannot be. On that basis, I respectfully request that the
house consider my amendment.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
come from a position of experience on this issue. I
cannot claim to have ever had a termination and I
cannot claim to have ever attended the East Melbourne
fertility clinic, but I can claim some time as executive
director of the Royal Women’s Hospital and I can tell
the house that 15 metres will not work. I have personal,
faith-based views about terminations — the house has
heard me talk about that before — but for me this is all
about Victorian women being able to access health
services without encumbrances, without interference,
without harassment, without intimidation and without
threats.
I saw that outside the Royal Women’s Hospital. I saw it
happen to people who attended the Women’s for a
variety of reasons, not just terminations. I can tell you
from experience that 15 metres will not work. I listened
carefully to my colleague Mr Ramsay when he shared
his views about 15 metres versus 150 metres, and I
acknowledge he has changed his position on this, but
irrespective of your views about terminations — and I
admire both the courage and intellect of my colleague
Mr Dalla-Riva — I can say from personal experience
that 15 metres will not work.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
would like to speak in favour of the amendment to the
proposed 150-metre exclusion zone to make it a
15-metre exclusion zone. For those who have been
encouraged by the Australian Sex Party federal
director, also the chief of staff to Fiona Patten, I would
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say that in bombarding me with Twitter messages, a
little bit of harassment, if it is the right cause, is okay,
but if it is not your preferred cause, then it is not okay.
If there is any doubt as to what some of the motives
may be, I would just like to quote from
@leitchdouglas1, twitter handle, who is marked down
as the federal director. He says:
No freedom when religion is involved it’s intrusive and
bigoted no matter how quiet.

Another one from him is:
Nice little kick in the pants for religion in Victoria.

Then there are a number of more targeted Twitter
handles for me. So harassment is okay in some
circumstances, but it is clearly not okay in others. I
have used the Royal Women’s Hospital service and
never had an issue. Considering the extent of the
infringements on the various freedoms that are
absolutely at the heart of a democratic society, I think a
15-metre exclusion zone addresses the most immediate
issues. It allows for free entry — ingress and egress —
of those who are either using the service or are there for
whatever other purpose, and their rights, no matter how
much we disagree with them, are protected.
In terms of harassment and intimidation, it is against the
law. The law should be enforced. The government got
rid of the move-on laws, and the Sex Party supported
that, yet they are more than happy to impose and adopt
much more draconian laws which they deny others. But
the freedoms they want for themselves for other
purposes are without limits. I have indicated from the
outset, despite those who may be listening to the live
stream and taking screenshots — which are actually
against standing orders — that I would accept 15-metre
exclusion zones from the outset, and it is certainly not
my softening or changing of a position. I think that
would be a more balanced response to competing
rights, and I have every belief that the 150-metre
exclusion zone and the unforeseen and unconsidered
consequences will ultimately be challenged and will be
struck out.
It is in breach of the Federal Constitution and the
implied rights that we have within that, as well as a
number of the articles of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, which I have quoted previously. Fifteen
metres is acceptable; 150 metres is absolutely not
acceptable. The amendment will be voted down; we
know this will go through, but I think that anyone who
is prepared to quash religious freedom, freedom of
expression, freedom of political activity and freedom of
assembly on the grounds of a handful of institutions or
sites that have been referred to, when in fact the

5005

implications are far greater, are deluding themselves.
For those reasons I welcome Mr Dalla-Riva’s
amendment and look forward to supporting it.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — The
Greens will not support the amendment, and our
reasons are very straightforward: we do not believe that
15 metres gives women and staff protection from
ongoing violent physical and verbal harassment.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) — I also do
not support the amendments. I note Mr Ondarchie’s
contribution. Yes, 15 metres is not enough. I am less
than 15 metres from Mr Ondarchie right now.
Mr Ondarchie — Don’t feel intimidated.
Ms PATTEN — Thank you. It is not my intention.
The intimidation, distress and harassment that someone
can provide at 15 metres to a woman who is seeking a
medical service — a legal medical procedure — is not
acceptable. It is not acceptable for women to be
shamed, harassed and intimidated, and 15 metres
enables those people to do so. If we have a robust
debate online and via the media, as members of
Parliament I think we should be open to the people’s
opinions.
As I have said many times before, I believe the place
for protest and the place for expressing opinions is
outside our chamber, at the doors of Parliament. We are
members of Parliament; we are the people. If any
member wants to express opinions about laws,
whatever laws they are, this is where they do it. We do
it in this chamber or within our offices. We do not do it
to individuals as they try to go into a clinic to make a
private medical decision. We do not intimidate and
harass people at that point. Fifteen metres is not enough
to prevent those people from being harassed.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I indicate to the house that the government
will be opposing Mr Dalla-Riva’s amendment. As I
indicated to the house at some length on Tuesday, the
government has taken the view that a safe access zone
of less than 150 metres will not adequately protect
patients and staff who access or leave premises where
abortions are provided.
I went into some length on Tuesday in relation to these
matters, and I indicated to the house at the time that
health services have reported that anti-abortion
protesters identify a woman who is likely to be
approaching a health service to have an abortion from a
significant distance on the basis of her body language
and the fact that she may look lost and appear to be
taking stock of her surroundings. These services have
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further advised that, once possible patients have been
identified, protesters subsequently walk up and
intercept women in car parks abutting abortion clinics,
women who are alighting from trams or cars or patients
who are parking and walking to clinics from
neighbouring streets. These protesters will walk some
distance to meet patients and will attempt to dissuade
them from having an abortion. Therefore health
services have taken the very strong view that a safe
access zone of less than 150 metres would mean that
patients would continue to be subjected to harassment,
intimidation and, in some cases, verbal abuse.
I refer to Mr Ondarchie’s contribution, and I thank him
for making the points he did. As I indicated to the house
on Tuesday when Mrs Peulich was inviting me
essentially to identify the facilities across Victoria that
provide these services, I am very reluctant to do so
because we know that doing so will invite the exact
same practices that we have been talking about — these
practices of harassment — at these same locations. But
I do want to thank a number of services that have
indicated they are prepared to go on the public record in
support of the proposed 150-metre safe access zone.
Marie Stopes, who has a number of health services, the
East Melbourne Fertility Control Clinic, Hampton Park
Women’s Health Care and the Royal Women’s
Hospital have all indicated that they take the view that
150 metres is necessary to protect — —
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
Mr JENNINGS (Special Minister of State) —
Pursuant to standing order 4.08(1)(b)(ii) I move:
That the sitting be extended.

House divided on motion:
Ayes, 32
Atkinson, Mr
Barber, Mr
Bath, Ms
Crozier, Ms
Dalidakis, Mr
Davis, Mr
Drum, Mr (Teller)
Dunn, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Fitzherbert, Ms
Hartland, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lovell, Ms

Melhem, Mr
Mikakos, Ms
Morris, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Patten, Ms
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Purcell, Mr
Ramsay, Mr
Shing, Ms
Somyurek, Mr (Teller)
Springle, Ms
Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
Wooldridge, Ms

Noes, 7
Bourman, Mr
Carling-Jenkins, Dr (Teller)

Peulich, Mrs
Rich-Phillips, Mr
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Dalla-Riva, Mr
Finn, Mr

Young, Mr (Teller)

Motion agreed to.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING
AMENDMENT (SAFE ACCESS ZONES)
BILL 2015
Committee
Resumed; further discussion of clause 5 and
Mr DALLA-RIVA’s amendment:
1.

Clause 5, page 4, line 26, omit “150” and insert “15”.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I take this
opportunity to remind people in the gallery that no
photographs are to be taken of the proceedings. I
appreciate your cooperation.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — As I was explaining, I am very grateful to
the four health services that have been prepared to go
on the public record and indicate their support for
150-metre safe access zones, in particular the Royal
Women’s Hospital, which is such an important health
institution for Victorian women in our state.
The point I wish to make in response to the comments
Mr Dalla-Riva made in speaking in favour of his
amendment is that the bill has been very carefully
drafted and its provisions appropriately targeted to
minimise any risk of being inconsistent with the
constitution. The test to determine whether a law
infringes the implied freedom of political freedom
involves a proportionality test to determine whether the
law is justified as suitable, necessary and adequate to
achieve its legitimate objective. The ‘prohibited
behaviour’ definition is so justified for the reasons that
are spelt out in the statement of compatibility for this
bill.
Mr Dalla-Riva also said in his contribution that there
are some jurisdictions, particularly in the United States,
that have put in place other sizes in terms of appropriate
safe access zones. The point I make to Mr Dalla-Riva is
that we need to bear in mind that the United States has
different constitutional arrangements. While free
speech is a constitutional right in the US, the right to
privacy is not. In Victoria we are required under the
Victorian Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities to engage in a balancing exercise
between freedom of expression and freedom of privacy.
For those various reasons the government will be
opposing Mr Dalla-Riva’s amendment.
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Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — I wish to speak to the amendment put
forward by Mr Dalla-Riva to reduce the size of the
no-go zone in the bill from 150 metres to 15 metres,
which I will be supporting. This is a more proportionate
response to the content of the bill, if indeed this bill
only applies to those directly entering or leaving a
facilities. I wish to make it clear that I do not agree with
the basis of this bill, and I have said on previous
occasions that I believe it is founded predominantly on
a false narrative. I maintain this. However, at 15 metres
advocates and counsellors may well be able to continue
their work in offering choices to women who approach
clinics without the accusation of besetting or
harassment.
The bill as it stands is exceedingly difficult to manage
and could in fact unnecessarily cover the entire
Melbourne CBD. Fifteen metres as a radius around
clinics or hospitals is a more reasonable response and
drastically reduces the risk of a High Court challenge,
which is almost inevitable under the 150-metre zone.
Mr Dalla-Riva made some very good points, drawing
from the Lange test, around suitability, around
necessity and around having a proportionate response.
The 150 metres, as he pointed out at some length, fails
this test. He set out an excellent case for this
amendment. I will be supporting the amendment, and I
thank Mr Dalla-Riva for putting it forward.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I rise to
support the amendment moved by Mr Dalla-Riva, and I
congratulate him on putting it forward. I have to say in
supporting the amendment that I do not believe in a
buffer zone at all. I do not believe it is necessary. I
believe it is a gross violation of civil liberties, but that is
not something that concerns those who are behind this
bill. We are talking about an extreme bill put forward
by an extremist government. That is the simple fact of
the matter. I am surprised the government stuck to
150 metres and did not go for 300 metres or maybe 2 or
3 kilometres.
Mr Dalla-Riva — They looked at a kilometre.
Mr FINN — Did they look at a kilometre? I am
surprised it did not go with a kilometre, because this
government is extremist in its attitude. It is extremist in
its views on civil liberties. It has contempt for those
who have a different view, and clearly it will not be
supporting Mr Dalla-Riva’s amendment.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Through
the Chair!
Mr FINN — I am sorry, Deputy President. I was
just asking Mr Herbert what he was mumbling about
over there.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Through
the Chair!
Mr FINN — I said ‘Deputy President’.
Mr Herbert — Make your mind up.
Mr FINN — No. I am making my point, Deputy
President. If Mr Herbert will allow me to make my
point, I will certainly do that. It is almost amusing to
hear Ms Mikakos get up and quote a body like Marie
Stopes International as a credible supporter of this
legislation. That is like me saying, ‘The Richmond
Football Club should be given half a million dollars of
state government money’. Of course I am going to say
that, and so is Marie Stopes because it has a very strong
vested interest in this. Marie Stopes International is one
of the biggest abortion businesses in the world — I
think it is in with Planned Parenthood now; there was
an amalgamation a while back — and it kills more
babies than anybody else in the world. Of course it does
not want people pointing that out to its clients or
passers-by. It would want to keep people as far away
from its vile centres as it possibly could.
I think 150 metres is ridiculous. It is a nonsense to keep
people so far away from anywhere, but I suppose if you
are going to suppress people’s liberties — if you are
going to suppress people’s rights — you might as well
do it properly. That seems to be the attitude of this
government.
Mr Dalla-Riva has made a thoughtful and considered
attempt to bring some semblance of sense to this bill,
and, as I say, I commend him for that. I support his
amendment, and I sincerely hope that the committee
will also support his efforts to moderate this extremist
bill.
Committee divided on amendment:
Ayes, 8
Bourman, Mr
Carling-Jenkins, Dr
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Finn, Mr

Mr Herbert interjected.
Mr FINN — I’m sorry? I won’t mention anything
about Mr Herbert at all.
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Peulich, Mrs
Purcell, Mr (Teller)
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Young, Mr (Teller)

Noes, 30
Atkinson, Mr
Barber, Mr
Bath, Ms

Melhem, Mr
Mikakos, Ms
Morris, Mr
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Crozier, Ms
Dalidakis, Mr
Davis, Mr
Dunn, Ms (Teller)
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Fitzherbert, Ms
Hartland, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lovell, Ms

O’Donohue, Mr (Teller)
Ondarchie, Mr
Patten, Ms
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Ramsay, Mr
Shing, Ms
Somyurek, Mr
Springle, Ms
Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
Wooldridge, Ms

Amendment negatived.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! We are
now moving on to an amendment 3 standing in
Mr Finn’s name. This seeks to amend the prescribed
penalty and can be considered a test for his further
amendments 4, 5 and 6, which also deal with penalties.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I move:
3.

Clause 5, page 5, line 19, omit “120 penalty units” and
insert “10 penalty units”.

As I have pointed out throughout the course of this
debate, this is extremist legislation from an extremist
government pushed by an extremist movement with an
extremist agenda. What these amendments are
attempting to do is to moderate that extremism. We
know that one of the intentions of the government is to
suppress freedom of religion in this state — that is
clear. The vote was 30 to 8. It is very clear that its
intention is to suppress freedom of religion in this state.
We now have a situation where, under this legislation,
somebody who could be offensive by praying — and
you have to remember that we have a group of
members of this house who gather out the front every
day because they find being in the presence of people
who pray offensive — could be subject to penalty.
As Mr Jennings pointed out a little bit earlier, this bill is
triggered by complaint. It would not be too hard for
somebody — Ms Patten, for example — to be offended
by somebody praying and to make a complaint to the
police. The police would come and arrest that person
for having the audacity to pray. We could have a
situation where we got a dodgy magistrate or a
magistrate who perhaps had an agenda of their own —
and God knows there is no shortage of those — and we
could quite foreseeably see somebody arrested for
praying being jailed for a year.
As I mentioned earlier, that is the sort of thing you see
in North Korea. That is the sort of thing you see in
China. You used to see it in Cuba — I do not think you
do anymore — but when you get to the point of locking
somebody up for praying, when you get to the point of
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locking somebody up for holding a sign saying ‘I can
help you’, when you lock somebody up for actually
offering that help, I think at that point you have to say
we no longer live in a free country. You have to say
that anybody who would support such a proposition is
not a supporter of civil liberties. Anybody who supports
such a proposition has no respect for the basis on which
our country was founded. Anybody who supports such
a proposition really does not care about freedom in this
nation.
All these four amendments are attempting to do is to
moderate an extreme piece of legislation. We have
heard a great deal this year about the pub test. If
members opposite wish to test this — I know
Mr Jennings might have some difficulty conducting the
pub test, and it is a pity Mr Herbert is not in the
chamber; he might have a bit more enthusiasm for the
task ahead — if they were to conduct the pub test, I am
sure they would find that people in that pub would find
it extraordinary that any government would propose
that somebody would be jailed for 12 months for
praying in the street. I think the average person would
find that just appalling in every way.
In fact I have to say, and there will be members of this
house who will have trouble believing this, I have
trouble finding words to describe just how appalling
these penalties are. A year in jail for holding a sign, for
praying, for offering somebody help — a year in jail!
Are we fair dinkum? Are we serious? Do you really
want to lock somebody up in the already packed jails
we have? We hear people saying, ‘Oh, our jails are full.
Hey, let’s put a few pro-lifers in jail for praying’. What
a great idea! What a brilliant idea! Somebody should
get an Order of Australia for coming up with that idea.
Isn’t that sensational? Somebody prayed; lock them up!
What is this country coming to? What is this state
coming to when we allow that sort of thing to happen?
What sort of state are we going to leave for our children
if we crack down on the civil liberties of ordinary
Victorians in the way that this bill is proposing?
We are not talking about bad Victorians. We are not
talking about murderers or rapists or bank robbers or
car thieves or even graffitists. We are talking about
good, loving people, who want to help others. That is
who we are talking about. So what do we do with
them? We lock them up for a year. If that is the attitude
of this government, and if that is the attitude of this
Parliament, then it stands condemned by the people of
Victoria, and it will stand condemned by history. In
years to come when people read that the Victorian
government locked people up for praying, that it locked
people up for daring to offer somebody assistance, how
do you reckon that is going to look?
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What will future generations think about what members
have done to this state and left them? Members should
think about that. We politicians like to think about our
legacy. We like to think that in years to come people
will appreciate what we have done. Do members really
want to be remembered as being part of a Parliament
that locked people up for praying? Do members want to
be remembered as being part of a Parliament that
locked people up for offering other people assistance?
Is that what members want? I honestly have trouble
believing that. I do not think anybody would want that.
If members do not want that, I urge them to use their
vote now to ensure that that does not happen. Members’
legacy is in their hands right now. When we take this
vote — in a few minutes time — members will decide
how they are remembered in history. That is the simple
fact of the matter. I urge members — I even beg them if
I have to — to moderate this extremist legislation.
I cannot begin to imagine the mindset of the sort of
person who comes up with legislation like this, that
locks people up — and not bad people but good
people — for daring to care about their fellow human
being, for daring to love their fellow human being or
for daring to offer assistance to their fellow human
being. That to me is abhorrent in every way and just
beyond belief. It seems, however, that it may well be
the case, but I am hopeful that those who are listening
in their rooms might be persuaded by my words
tonight, that they might think about what they are
doing, that they might break away from their
ideological masters and that they might vote for these
amendments to moderate this bill to stop good people
being locked up for a year for offering to help people,
for praying or for holding up a sign.
Every day we read in the newspapers about sentences
handed down by judges in this state, and I am sure
members opposite are often — very quietly, of
course — appalled at some of those sentences.
Somebody could be locked up for a year for offering to
help somebody, when every day you see rapists,
murderers and people who are involved in culpable
driving and a whole range of other crimes getting a slap
on the wrist. You can imagine Dr Carling-Jenkins
going to jail for praying outside an abortion clinic. She
is in there with somebody who assaulted her next-door
neighbour and stole her money. The basher next door
asks, ‘What are you in for?’, and Dr Carling-Jenkins
says, ‘I’m here for praying’. Do you reckon they would
believe that? In Victoria, unfortunately they would.
It may well be that by the end of this morning Victoria
will have a law that locks people up for praying, that
locks people up for helping others, or wanting to help
others. That is a pretty sad reflection on this state, it is a
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sad reflection on this Parliament and it is certainly a
very sad reflection on those who are pursuing this
rather dreadful agenda. I ask members to support these
amendments to moderate this extremism and to save
Victoria from the contempt and the disdain that would
inevitably come our way as a state if this law is passed
in its present form.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — I thank Mr Finn for moving these
amendments and for his passionate plea to moderate
this extreme legislation. I want to put on the record that
I will be supporting these amendments. They seek to
modify the penalty units applied under this legislation
from 120 to 10 and the prison term from 12 months to
1 month. I believe Mr Finn’s amendments around
modifying the penalties are a more proportionate
response, and I will therefore be voting for these
amendments.
At this time of night — or morning now — I do not feel
it necessary to speak for too long. While I do not
support the premise of this bill, as I have said a number
of times, it will pass — that is inevitable at this point —
and I see my job as being to minimise the damage. In
speaking to these amendments, I will point out the
penalties for a few other offences that are already in
place in this state just to compare them to the penalties
under the bill as it stands now — 120 penalty units or
12 months imprisonment.
That is a lot more than what someone would get for
obscene, indecent, threatening language and behaviour
in public. This offence includes offensive and riotous
behaviour. Under that offence there is a stepped
approach; there is no stepped approach in this
legislation. A first offence for riotous behaviour in
public is punishable by two months jail or 10 penalty
units, for the second offence it is 15 penalty units or
three months jail and for a third offence it is 25 penalty
units or six months jail.
Another example from the Summary Offences Act
1966 is aggravated assault. In the case of aggravated
assault the penalty units start at 25 and imprisonment is
for 6 months, or 12 months if the assault is committed
in the company of others. I would not think that
aggravated assault compares to the offences under this
bill, yet the penalties under this bill are much stronger.
I turn now to another form of assault — common
assault. Section 23 of the Summary Offences Act
provides that the penalty units for common assault are
just 15 compared to 120 for certain behaviour in this
bill, and the prison term is 3 months not 12 months. I
think on this basis that Mr Finn is right, that his
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amendments will provide moderation to extreme
legislation and that they are a proportionate and
appropriate response. I thank Mr Finn for his
amendments, and I will be supporting them.
Ms SPRINGLE (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The Greens will be opposing the amendments. While I
commend Mr Finn on his passion around his
contribution, I think that I speak for all of the Greens in
stating that it is incredibly misguided. The penalty units
that are part of the bill are the maximum, and therefore
no court is compelled to apply the maximum penalty
units. In fact a court could, at its discretion, apply
10 penalty units if it felt that it was appropriate, and I
think we need to trust the courts to do their job. The
Greens will be opposing the amendments.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — My
comments are in advance of the minister’s response to
this matter. To some degree I kind of get where
Mr Finn is coming from in terms of the maximum
penalty of 120 units and 12 months imprisonment. I
note that in the second-reading speech it says ‘a
maximum penalty’ and ‘up to 12 months
imprisonment’. I strongly support sending a message to
those who break the law that we are going to be less
tolerant, particularly when it comes to people like child
molesters, rapists and murderers. As this house knows,
my uncle, who I loved dearly, was murdered in his own
home, and I still believe that the perpetrator did not get
a long enough sentence. So I am for being tough on
crime. Given that I have experienced directly the sort of
harassment that occurs outside some of these facilities, I
just do not understand how the government arrived at
this legislation.
I know on Tuesday night that I spoke to the minister
about people who pray outside of these facilities and
people who sing hymns and she responded to me, and I
invite her to respond to me about that again tonight. But
I would like some advice in her response to this about
how she arrived at how a maximum of 120 penalty
units and 12 months imprisonment was an appropriate
level of signalling.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The government will be opposing
Mr Finn’s amendments. The penalties proposed in the
bill reflect the potentially serious nature of offences
such as intimidating and harassing and intentionally
recording people accessing abortion services for the
purpose of shaming and humiliating them. The
penalties recognise the impacts such behaviour can
have on women and staff wishing to access premises
that perform abortions.
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For those members of the public who might be listening
in to the debate and heard Mr Finn asserting that people
will be going to jail for praying, I refer them to the
particular offences to which these penalties relate. New
section 185D relates to prohibited behaviour. It
provides that a person must not engage in prohibited
behaviour within a safe access zone. The definition of
prohibited behaviour refers to matters such as
accessing, attempting to access, or leaving premises at
which abortions are provided, besetting, harassing,
intimidating, interfering with, threatening, hindering,
obstructing or impeding that person by any means. The
definition goes on to talk about communicating by any
means in relation to abortions in a manner that is able to
be seen or heard by a person accessing, attempting to
access, or leaving premises at which abortions are
provided and is reasonably likely to cause distress or
anxiety.
The definition goes on to talk about interfering with or
impeding on a footpath, road or vehicle without
reasonable excuse. It talks about intentionally recording
by any means, without reasonable excuse, another
person accessing, attempting to access or leaving a
premises at which abortions are provided. I think it is
important that we understand the particular offence
provision this penalty applies to.
Further, Mr Finn’s amendment 5 relates to new
section 185E, which relates to offences of publishing or
distributing recordings. I referred on Tuesday to the fact
that individuals have had their photographs taken, have
been recorded entering abortion clinics and have had
their identities put up on social media on the internet
deliberately to shame them and intimidate them for
accessing legally available health services in this state.
That is what these penalties relate to.
In relation to the point Dr Carling-Jenkins made about a
stepped-up approach, it is important to understand that
these are maximum penalties and that the judiciary has
discretion, so it is in fact a stepped-up approach. The
penalties clearly state that this is a maximum term of
imprisonment. Dr Carling-Jenkins referred to other
examples in terms of current Victorian law. I want to
point out that, in terms of other relevant examples, the
penalties are broadly consistent with the safe access
zone laws introduced in Tasmania. Under the
Tasmanian act if a person is found guilty of engaging in
prohibited behaviour in a safe access zone or of
publishing and distributing a recording, the maximum
penalty is a fine of up to 75 penalty units or up to
12 months imprisonment. The maximum imprisonment
term in Tasmania is identical to what is being proposed
here.
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This is a summary offence. Other summary offences,
such as the upskirting provisions in the Summary
Offences Act 1966, provide for a maximum penalty of
up to two years imprisonment. As I said, one of the
offences introduced into this bill relates to people
having their photographs taken and having material
published or distributed without their consent. In terms
of the alternative that Mr Finn is proposing by putting
forward 10 penalty units or one month of
imprisonment — and I find it interesting that even
Mr Finn seems to agree that one month of
imprisonment is appropriate — —
Mr Finn — You did not hear what I said at the start,
did you?
Ms MIKAKOS — That is the amendment Mr Finn
has put forward. The point that I make is that offences
with 10 penalty units attached to them generally relate
to very minor offences found in regulations under
specific acts. Even people committing minor offences
contained in the Summary Offences Act 1966 — such
as posting bills, for example — are at risk of 15 penalty
units or up to 15 months in prison. In Victorian law at
the moment just posting a bill on a lamppost, for
example, attracts a harsher penalty than the penalties
Mr Finn is proposing we introduce in this bill.
It should be noted that the maximum penalty is a
yardstick for the court which conveys the Parliament’s
view of the seriousness of the offence. However, as I
indicated, the court will have discretion about which
sentence to impose in each case, and it will be able to
take into account the objective seriousness of the
offence, the offender’s circumstances and the impact of
the offence on the victim.
I make the further point that on Tuesday we had
considerable discussion around how this is going to
operate in practice, particularly in response to some
questions I had from Mr Dalla-Riva. I indicated then, as
is the usual practice of Victoria Police, that I would
expect in the first instance the police would have a
discussion with the protesters involved. There is usually
a cautioning process. I am sure that they would be
giving some people some guidance and advice about
where they could relocate that would place them
outside the 150-metre safe access zone. These penalty
provisions are designed to address persistent behaviour,
where individuals are clearly ignoring instructions and
advice from Victoria Police and are persisting in
confrontational behaviour, harassment and intimidation.
We take the view that the penalties that are being
proposed are proportionate to the nature of the conduct
and the prohibitive behaviour that we are wishing to
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address through this law. It is important that we have a
commensurate response by way of penalties to provide
a disincentive to people from continuing to conduct
what has been longstanding harassment of women
entering health clinics in our state.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
have a question for the minister. Does the government,
in its consideration of the penalties intended or
expected, have an expectation of the number of arrests
that it intends to make each year?
Mr Jennings — The preferred number is zero.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I heard the remark from the Leader of the
Government, and I absolutely agree with him that the
preferred number is zero. We would hope that not a
single person engages in this prohibited behaviour so
that therefore it will not be necessary for a single person
to be charged and prosecuted under these offences. But
we know there has been persistent behaviour by a small
group of individuals, and it is important that we provide
safety for women entering health services.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) —
Given that the government and the minister expect
nobody to be arrested or charged, why introduce such
extensive penalties?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Mr Dalla-Riva is seeking to verbal my
earlier response. He asked me about preferred
outcomes. Of course our preferred outcome is that
no-one is charged, because we would prefer that no-one
engages in this persistent behaviour of harassment and
intimidation.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
have a question for the minister, and I am sure the
chamber would excuse Ms Mikakos for bringing in a
honey and lemon tea at this time. I ask the minister:
should somebody contravene the law here resulting in
the police needing to take action, what protections are
there for the women who are attending to seek medical
advice so that they are not dragged into the courts as
witnesses?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — We addressed these matters in the
committee stage on Tuesday. At the time I referred to
the fact that this is an objective test that will be
determined by Victoria Police. They would obviously
be in attendance onsite and able to have discussions
with staff at the clinic and potentially with patients
attending, but it will not be necessary for patients to
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provide any particular evidence. Police can give
evidence in court rather than the affected women.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — As I
understand it police are not going to be there all the
time, so in respect of the proposed offences is there an
expectation within the government or covered within
the legislation that the security guards who are
operating at the various centres would be expected to
undertake a private policing role — that is, to maybe
undertake a citizens arrest, which everyone is entitled to
do, with the knowledge that they now have the law
behind them?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Mr Dalla-Riva is posing questions which
do not directly relate to the amendment we are currently
considering. We had the opportunity to canvass these
issues at some length under clause 1 on Tuesday
evening — —
Mr Dalla-Riva — We are on clause 5.
Ms MIKAKOS — No, we are still having a
discussion around Mr Finn’s proposed amendments to
the penalties at this point.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — Does
the minister want to go to a vote and we will go to
clause 5? I can do that. I can truncate.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — We are currently on the penalty units.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! We are
dealing with Mr Finn’s amendment 3, which is a test
for his amendments 4, 5 and 6.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) —
When can I ask questions on clause 5?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! We will
deal with the amendment first and then general
questions after that.
Mr DALLA-RIVA — I was just trying to truncate it.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — That is fine.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I am interested
to hear a couple of ministerial opinions on what the
hopes and expectations are for this legislation. I hate to
disappoint them, but some people have said to me
already — people who have never been outside
abortuaries before — that they will — —
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I ruled on
this in the previous committee. I ruled that that term is
derogatory and will not be used in this chamber.
Mr FINN — I beg to differ, Deputy President.
Would you like to provide me with a list of words I can
and cannot say? I would really appreciate it. It is in the
Collins dictionary. Would you like me to go and get a
copy?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I ruled on
this matter on Wednesday morning. I ask the member
to continue.
Mr FINN — Let the people viewing this debate
understand that this is all about freedom of speech. We
have just seen another example of the trampling of
freedom of speech, albeit a small one. That is indeed
unfortunate.
As I was saying, people who have never been outside
these places that kill babies before have said to me that
they will attend and be involved in protests and acts of
civil disobedience because they believe their civil rights
have been breached. They believe this is an unjust law.
Many of them believe this is an evil law. They have
said to me personally that they will be arrested if need
be in seeking to protect their civil liberties. I am not
somebody who necessarily believes in civil
disobedience — although it has to be said that it
worked quite well for Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther
King and quite a few others over the years — but if a
law is unjust, people are entitled to break it. That seems
to be the view handed down over the years, and that is
something I can assure the house, from my information,
will happen.
On the other matter, Minister Mikakos insists that
people will not be arrested for praying. She is a bit
more definitive tonight than she was on Tuesday night,
which is a good thing. But then an amendment which
would have actually backed up what she said was
defeated. Not only was it defeated, but she voted
against it. In my experience actions speak louder than
words, and her action in voting against my amendment
to protect religious liberty told us everything we need to
know about what will happen with this law. It told the
police, and it told the courts.
Let me make it very clear that those seeking to express
their religious beliefs and their religious freedoms
outside these places will be subject to arrest. They will
be subject to prison under this bill, and that is totally
unsatisfactory. It is an intolerable situation in a free
country. In free countries people are not jailed for this
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sort of thing; in free countries people are not fined for
this sort of thing.

Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr (Teller)
Lovell, Ms

I repeat that if this bill is passed in its current form, this
state will no longer be a free state. Our civil liberties
that so many before — men and women — have
sacrificed enormously for, will have more than a chink
in their armour; there will be more than a hole in the
wall that protects us as a free people. To suggest that
somebody should go to jail for a year for saying a
prayer or for offering help — God help us! It is just
extraordinary to jail somebody for doing that when so
many others are walking out of jail, getting good
behaviour bonds and all sorts of weird and wonderful
things for real criminal acts. Normally this government
is very keen to protect criminals. It is very keen on the
civil liberties of criminals, but not so keen on the civil
liberties of people who are good people and just want to
help other people.

Amendment negatived.

We have seen in this place tonight something that has
been illuminating for many of us and which has
reinforced for others something we have known for
quite some time.
I urge the house to support this amendment to moderate
what is extremist legislation. Before this legislation
many of us thought this government was an extremist,
hard-line, ideological left-wing government, and this
confirms and reinforces that view. I am hoping the
house might take a different view and moderate what
are penalties of an extreme nature in an extreme bill. I
urge the house to support my amendments.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I remind
members that Mr Finn’s amendment 3 is a test for his
further amendments 4, 5 and 6.
Committee divided on amendment:
Ayes, 8
Bourman, Mr (Teller)
Carling-Jenkins, Dr
Dalla-Riva, Mr (Teller)
Finn, Mr

Peulich, Mrs
Purcell, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Young, Mr

Noes, 30
Atkinson, Mr
Barber, Mr
Bath, Ms (Teller)
Crozier, Ms
Dalidakis, Mr
Davis, Mr
Dunn, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Fitzherbert, Ms
Hartland, Ms
Herbert, Mr

Melhem, Mr
Mikakos, Ms
Morris, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Patten, Ms
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Ramsay, Mr
Shing, Ms
Somyurek, Mr
Springle, Ms
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Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
Wooldridge, Ms

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Now
would be an appropriate time for Mr Dalla-Riva to
pursue the questions he has.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister. I was asking a question in respect of
Mr Finn’s amendment, but it was related to proposed
section 185D, headed ‘Prohibited behaviour’. As
background, we have heard evidence of security guards
having been aggressive to people at various places.
What I am trying to work out is whether the expectation
of government is that these security guards, who are
untrained and unqualified, will be expected to arrest
and detain any person who falls within the buffer zone,
with the expectation that they will hold those persons
until such time as the police arrive.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — This bill is designed to address a current
inadequacy in the present law as it relates to Victoria
Police. Mr Dalla-Riva would be aware of the recent
Supreme Court action in relation to the City of
Melbourne trying to bring some proceedings forward.
The court itself has identified that there is currently an
inability under existing law for Victoria Police to take
action. This bill is intended to give legislative powers to
Victoria Police to enforce these new offence provisions.
It is not intended that security guards would be stepping
into this role. Victoria Police will be empowered to
enforce these particular provisions.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
draw a comparison with a security guard who is
working in a major shopping complex, who would, on
viewing an offence, detain the offender until such time
as the police are called. It happens all the time with
shoplifting, as an example. Is the minister saying she
has no expectation with this legislation that security
guards at any of these clinics will arrest any person who
breaches these proposed offences?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The situation as it relates to shopping
centres is different to behaviour that is occurring on a
footpath. The situation in relation to the East
Melbourne clinic that led to the Supreme Court action
was conduct that was occurring on a footpath that was
obviously within the control of the City of Melbourne.
As Mr Dalla-Riva would be well aware, there are
trespass laws that relate to private and commercial
properties and other nuisance laws, so there would be
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other legal bases for security guards within a shopping
centre to be able to take appropriate action in relation to
any kind of offensive behaviour. Security guards in
shopping centres obviously need to maintain the peace
within a public building that is used by many thousands
of members of the public on a daily basis, and they
would be acting within the guidance of the
management of that particular shopping centre, but I
would expect that they would also be seeking the
appropriate assistance of Victoria Police if necessary.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
gather that is somewhat of a yes because obviously, to
cut to the chase, there are going to be occasions when
police are not going to be at every facility. That is just a
fact. Security guards will be at every facility, and that is
a fact. Is there an expectation within government, given
the fairly lengthy sentences that could be imposed, that
the clinics themselves would have better trained, better
qualified security to deal with the new legislation, as it
may become?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The point of this legislation is to avoid
health services needing to put on additional measures at
their own expense. Where there is a complaint Victoria
Police will be called to enforce these provisions and
will have the discretion, as I have explained before,
under that objective test to determine whether an
offence has been committed.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) —
Sorry, I should have asked this before, Deputy
President. The minister kept on referring to a court case
with Melbourne City Council. What was that court case
again?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I refer Mr Dalla-Riva to Fertility Control
Clinic v. Melbourne City Council [2015], a decision of
the Supreme Court of 26 August 2015.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister. What was the outcome of that court
case again?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — We are really diverting from clause 5,
Mr Dalla-Riva, but in that particular case there was
action that the City of Melbourne took in respect of
these matters, and the court essentially identified that
police lacked the appropriate powers to take action in
respect of harassment behaviour that was occurring
outside the East Melbourne clinic.
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Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — So
the case that you keep on referring to was struck out. Is
that right, Deputy President?
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The Supreme Court found that there were
inadequacies in the existing law, and that is why the
government is seeking to address this particular issue.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — I am
just trying to get to whether it was struck out, because it
has been referenced before as the example, and I am
trying to get a feeling for the example as having some
foundation in law. I have used the arguments before in
terms of the buffer zones that have been applied
elsewhere. I am just seeking clarification; that is all. I
do not want to pursue this for 3 hours, but was the
matter struck out? If it was struck out, that is it, and we
can move on.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Given that we do not have this law in
place, there is not currently a buffer zone, so in terms of
making the comparison that Mr Dalla-Riva says he is
making with cases elsewhere, I am unable to do so.
What the Supreme Court found was that the Melbourne
City Council was not obliged to enforce the nuisance
provisions under which the City of Melbourne had
pursued this particular matter.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — As I
said, I do not propose to extend the debate, but I am
trying to get an understanding as to the prohibited
behaviour. The minister has raised this as some
evidence that the argument for clause 5 is justified
because of this court case. The court case decision is
whatever was said in the judgement, but I am trying to
work out whether it was struck out. In the
determination of the case that was heard, if it was struck
out — I just want the minister to give clarity to that —
was that therefore the foundation of the clause currently
before the Parliament and the rationale for the offences
that are proposed therein? This is not to talk about the
merits or otherwise of the law or that piece of
legislation. I just cannot understand why the minister
cannot give clarity to that case that, in my
understanding of her evidence or her contribution, is the
foundation for the legislation that is currently before the
chamber. If it is hard to say it was struck out because
they failed, I accept that. I have no hidden agenda. I just
want to know.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I will try to make it as clear as possible to
Mr Dalla-Riva that the Supreme Court action related to
the law of nuisance, and obviously not to buffer zones
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or access zones given that they are not currently in
place. But what that court case did do is it clearly
identified that Victoria Police currently lacks the ability
to take action in respect of the type of harassment and
intimidation that women have been facing at the East
Melbourne clinic. That particular court case has been
the impetus for this bill because we as a government
have recognised that the Supreme Court has clearly
identified that the current law is inadequate. That is
what we are seeking to address through this bill. We are
seeking to give Victoria Police the proper legal,
statutory ability to take enforcement action against
people who are engaging in this kind of intimidation
and harassment.
Mr DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan) — We
are almost there. Was the case struck out or was the
case referred to the Court of Appeal or was the case
referred back to the Magistrates Court or something
else? Please just tell the Parliament. If you want to
continue, I will ask the question. I will get somebody
else to filibuster. I will go up to the parliamentary
library to find out. It is a mystery. I just want to know.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — The Fertility Control Clinic was
unsuccessful in this particular case in terms of pursuing
the relief it was seeking through the Supreme Court
because, as I have explained on numerous occasions
now, the court identified that the current law is
inadequate.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — I have one question, and it is about
planning. If this legislation is passed and an exclusion
zone of 150 metres is applied around abortion clinics
and GP clinics throughout Victoria, how will this affect
planning regulations? For example, if this bill passes
and the Marie Stopes company or another abortion
provider decides to build or move into premises next
door to or within 150 metres of a Right to Life office or
a church or another organisation that publicly displays
its pro-life position, will that company have its
application denied because it would cause that church
or office to be in breach of this legislation? Of course
that works conversely as well.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — Deputy President, I am seeking your
guidance here. I really am failing to see how
Dr Carling-Jenkins’s question relates to clause 5 of this
bill. I make the point that on Tuesday we canvassed
clause 1, which is a very broad clause and relates to the
purposes of the bill. I was prepared to take very
wideranging questions on clause 1 to try to canvass as
many of the issues as possible before getting to the
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other clauses. Certainly that would have been the more
appropriate time to raise such a broad-ranging question.
I ask the member to indicate how her question
specifically relates to clause 5.
Dr CARLING-JENKINS (Western
Metropolitan) — I believe it would fit within the
context of new section 185A, under the heading
‘Purpose’, which reads in part ‘to provide for safe
access zones around premises’. If I make one more
comment, it might assist.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Is it a
matter relating to the current issue before the
committee?
Dr CARLING-JENKINS — Yes, it is, Deputy
President. I just wondered if it might assist that it would
also fit under new section 185B, which in part reads
‘premises at which abortions are provided’.
Ms MIKAKOS (Minister for Families and
Children) — I am struggling to see the relevance, but I
can advise the member that planning decisions will
continue to be made under the appropriate planning
laws. This bill does not relate to planning laws.
Committee divided on clause:
Ayes, 30
Atkinson, Mr
Barber, Mr
Bath, Ms
Crozier, Ms
Dalidakis, Mr
Davis, Mr
Dunn, Ms
Eideh, Mr (Teller)
Elasmar, Mr
Fitzherbert, Ms
Hartland, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lovell, Ms

Melhem, Mr
Mikakos, Ms
Morris, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Patten, Ms (Teller)
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Ramsay, Mr
Shing, Ms
Somyurek, Mr
Springle, Ms
Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
Wooldridge, Ms

Noes, 8
Bourman, Mr
Carling-Jenkins, Dr
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Finn, Mr (Teller)

Peulich, Mrs (Teller)
Purcell, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Young, Mr

Clause agreed to.
Clause 6 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Report adopted.
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Third reading
The PRESIDENT — Order! The question is:
That the bill be now read a third time and do pass.

House divided on question:
Ayes, 30
Atkinson, Mr
Barber, Mr
Bath, Ms
Crozier, Ms
Dalidakis, Mr
Davis, Mr
Dunn, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Fitzherbert, Ms
Hartland, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lovell, Ms

Melhem, Mr
Mikakos, Ms
Morris, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Patten, Ms
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Ramsay, Mr
Shing, Ms
Somyurek, Mr (Teller)
Springle, Ms (Teller)
Symes, Ms
Tierney, Ms
Wooldridge, Ms

Noes, 8
Bourman, Mr
Carling-Jenkins, Dr
Dalla-Riva, Mr (Teller)
Finn, Mr

Peulich, Mrs
Purcell, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr (Teller)
Young, Mr

Question agreed to.
Read third time.

ADJOURNMENT
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Western Victoria Region employment
Mr PURCELL (Western Victoria) — The matter I
raise is for the Minister for Regional Development.
Parts of my region have the highest unemployment
rates in the state. I congratulate G21 and Give Where
You Live for tackling disadvantage in the community
through the G21 Region Opportunities for Work
initiative, referred to as GROW. GROW will address
entrenched, long-term unemployment, and I
acknowledge funding of $100 000 from the Napthine
government for the initial business case. GROW aims
to reduce unemployment in the G21 region by
partnering with community groups, business and
government. It is an initiative which focuses on local
procurement in particular, encouraging businesses and
government to purchase from disadvantaged areas.
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The recent signing of a compact which recognises that
disadvantage is everyone’s business reflects the
philosophy that we need to care for all members of our
community. Businesses which have signed the compact
include Avalon Airport, GMHBA, the City of Greater
Geelong, the Colac Otway Shire and Viva Energy.
GROW has received $2 million from the G21 region,
and I encourage the government to also contribute
funds to support the implementation of GROW. This is
an important initiative for Victoria and its regions,
including Colac and many other regional communities
that are particularly vulnerable in employment.
Innovative programs which encourage people back into
the workforce must be strongly supported. I therefore
request that the Minister for Regional Development
support the G21 request for additional funding to assist
employers and create a collaborative approach to
addressing disadvantage in the region.

Police numbers
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) — I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Police. As
we can see in the most recently published police
numbers, for the September quarter, the number of
sworn police members in Victoria is now less than
when Daniel Andrews became Premier. With
population growth of 100 000 people per year, the
issues around terrorism, the changed operating
procedures due to the two-up policy and other changes,
the issue of ice, the issue of family violence — all these
challenges — the Chief Commissioner of Police has
fewer sworn police resources at his disposal than he had
at this time last year, which is an absolute indictment of
the government and its priorities, and it is an issue that
needs to be addressed.
We are approaching summer, a time when police
resources can be scarce and stretched due to summer
activities and the movement of tens of thousands of
Victorians and other people from interstate and
overseas to our coastal destinations, from Lakes
Entrance through to Phillip Island, through the
Mornington and Bellarine peninsulas, the Surf Coast
and all the way to the South Australian border, and
along the Murray and many other places.
Victoria has many locations that are popular holiday
spots where police need the resources to be able to
locate appropriate numbers of police men and women
to accommodate those population surges. I know in my
electorate this affects places like the Gippsland Lakes,
Phillip Island, the Mornington Peninsula et cetera.
Because police are so stretched, there is concern that
traditional resource levels will not be available.
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While I note that the deployment of police resources is
a matter for the chief commissioner, the action I seek
from the minister is that he make sure that the police
commissioner has all the resources he needs so that the
appropriate and necessary police resources are
deployed to our holiday locations over summer to keep
those locations safe during that very busy period.

became apparent that the Andrews Labor government
was not going to commit to this project without being
pushed. In his response the minister said he was aware
the bypass was a key infrastructure project for
Shepparton. However, he was not forthcoming with a
commitment for the planning and feasibility study for a
staged approach to the construction of the bypass.

Brimbank planning scheme

As I said earlier in the year, the projected positive
outcomes of the project include improved service for
commercial traffic; provision for long-term traffic
growth; improved safety and accessibility for traffic;
accident reduction, particularly for heavy vehicles;
provision of certainty for future land use development;
and improved capacity for freight transport from
Goulburn Valley to domestic and export markets.

Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter this morning is for the Minister for
Planning, the Honourable Richard Wynne. The matter
relates to Brimbank planning scheme
amendment C105, which seeks to implement the
activity centre zone in the Sunshine town centre within
the Brimbank community. The Sunshine area is
currently a bustling community with thriving local
businesses and community groups, many of different
multicultural backgrounds. Sunshine town centre is an
engine room for jobs, education and prosperity in
western Melbourne, which is why this proposal is vital.
The proposed activity centre zone will provide the
perfect opportunity to grow this local hub for residents
within the west and is expected to generate over
$1 billion in investment in the long term and reinforce
Sunshine as the economic heartland of Melbourne’s
west. Such amenities will include prime shopping,
living areas and an activity hub with close proximity to
existing public transport and infrastructure. Brimbank
City Council prepared the Sunshine plan and associated
rezoning to unlock more jobs, investment and new
housing options in Sunshine, but the former Minister
for Planning ignored this work.
I call on the Minister for Planning to progress
amendment C105 to the Brimbank planning scheme
and to unlock capacity in this critical hub for western
Melbourne.

Shepparton bypass
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety, and it is in regard to the need for the
Andrews Labor government to commit to developing
the Goulburn Valley Highway Shepparton bypass. My
request of the minister is that he commit to funding
planning for a staged approach to the bypass in the
2016–17 budget and that he commit to funding the
ongoing rolling series of stages of the project going
forward.
I raised the need for a commitment from Labor for the
Shepparton bypass twice earlier this year when it

However, the need for the bypass is also a matter of
emergency management, and could be a matter of life
and death. Earlier this month a deliberately lit fire on
Watt Road Bridge between Shepparton and Mooroopna
caused the closure of one of the only two routes
connecting the two townships. It was only a small fire
lit on one of the bridge’s beams, but it caused the bridge
to be closed overnight while council worked to
establish the integrity of the structure, given its age. The
bridge is a single-lane structure, and it would only take
a repeat of this sort of arson attempt or an accident to
again cause the closure of this route.
If this happened, it would leave the Peter Ross-Edwards
Causeway as the sole connection between Shepparton
and Mooroopna, as well as the communities on the
other side of Mooroopna. If an accident, a bushfire or
roadworks necessitated the closure of the causeway and
Watt Road was also out of action, it would leave
Mooroopna residents and everyone to the west of
Mooroopna without a way to access Shepparton and its
services, including the hospital.
This is of primary concern for emergency healthcare
needs, but it is also a concern for business, education
and other services that Mooroopna and surrounding
communities need to have access to. An additional
concern is the load limit on the single-lane Watt Road
Bridge, which prevents vehicles such as fire brigade
tankers from using it. The first stage of the Goulburn
Valley Highway bypass is to be the connection from
Echuca Road in Mooroopna to Wanganui Road in
Shepparton. Stage 1 would provide a second major
river crossing that could be used by larger vehicles,
especially emergency services vehicles.
Labor has now been in government for a full year. It
promised nothing to Shepparton during the election
campaign. It is time Daniel Andrews started governing
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for the whole of Victoria, including the Shepparton
electorate. I request that the minister commit to funding
the planning for a staged approach to the bypass in the
2016–17 budget and that he commit to funding the
ongoing rolling stages of the project going forward.

Aurora School
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is directed to the Minister for
Education. It concerns the Aurora School, which is in
Blackburn South. This is a great facility that recently
celebrated its 10th anniversary. It offers statewide
services to deaf and deafblind children and their
families. As well as being a school, it also has a
community kindergarten and does outreach work for
early intervention in its areas of specialisation.
At the 10th anniversary celebration some parents
indicated to me concerns that there could be some
adverse effects for the school starting next year
following changes to some federal legislation. I ask the
minister to have his department brief him on any
adverse effects for the school next year or into the
future so that he can work through any issues and
ensure that the school continues doing its great work
well into the future.

Sunbury rail services
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Public
Transport, the Honourable Jacinta Allan. It concerns an
issue that I am sure Ms Allan is very familiar with, and
that is the issue of V/Line versus Metro Trains
Melbourne services for Sunbury and the questions
surrounding the finalisation of the timetable and service
schedules for Sunbury for 2016.
On 7 October I asked the minister to let us know what
the timetable would be, given we had been informed
that they had been finalised two months prior to that. I
have received a response from the minister this week
saying:
The Andrews Labor government is currently in the process of
finalising timetables and service schedules for a metropolitan
train timetable that will take place next year and expect to be
in a position to make a formal announcement in the near
future.

Quite frankly, with less than 35 days to go before this
government imposes a $438 fine on Sunbury residents
for having the audacity to board a V/Line train, I have
an extreme amount of difficulty believing that the
timetable is still being finalised. In fact I do not believe
it at all. I am almost tempted to say that I know it is not
true. As I said, I was told two and a half months ago
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that the timetable had been prepared. What I would like
to know is why the minister will not release it. What
has she got to hide?
I know that the minister has thrown the member for
Sunbury to the wolves. We know that just at the
moment he is in more strife than the early settlers on
this issue and a couple of others as well, but this really
is a matter that goes to the heart of a lot of people in
Sunbury who want to know what their travel plans will
be for 2016.
I ask the minister in as pleasant a way as I possibly can
to release the timetable. We know she has it there
somewhere. We ask her to release the timetable and let
the people of Sunbury know what she has in store for
them for 2016. They would very much like to know,
and with less than 35 days to go of this particular year, I
think it is well and truly time for her to come clean and
to let the people of Sunbury know exactly what their
timetable will be for next year.

Responses
Ms PULFORD (Minister for Agriculture) — After
a 4.00 a.m. finish on Tuesday and a 2.00 a.m. finish
today in that funny spot between Thursday and Friday,
there were six members who were stayers and who
made it through to the adjournment. They ought to be
commended for it.
Mr O’Donohue raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Police seeking that the Chief
Commissioner of Police have the necessary resources
for the summer peak.
Mr Eideh raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Planning, Mr Wynne, and it related to
planning issues in his electorate, the Western
Metropolitan Region.
Ms Lovell raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety seeking a
commitment to a staged approach commencing in the
2016–17 budget around funding for the Goulburn
Valley Highway Shepparton bypass.
Mr Leane raised a matter for the Deputy Premier and
Minister for Education, James Merlino, seeking support
for the Aurora School.
Mr Finn raised a matter for the Minister for Public
Transport in relation to timetabling issues for Sunbury
residents who are using the V/Line service.
Mr Purcell raised a matter for my attention. I will
provide a formal response to the matter rather than
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dispatch it tonight, in part because it was pretty noisy
when Mr Purcell started speaking and I could not
completely hear what he said. I will check with
Mr Purcell. He was asking me to assist in the next stage
of funding for the G21 Region Opportunities for Work
initiative, which is one in our electorate that I am very
familiar with. There are some great things being
achieved in the G21 region in overcoming systemic and
long-term unemployment. It is a program I would be
very keen to lend support to. In relation to the specific
request, I will get back to Mr Purcell at the earliest
opportunity.
I have written responses to adjournment matters raised
by Mr Morris on 20 October, Mrs Peulich on
20 October and Mr Ramsay on 20 October.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I indicate my
appreciation to the staff in all departments of the
Parliament who have supported the Legislative Council
proceedings this week on two very late nights. I
understand how difficult these late nights are for staff.
The commitment they show in supporting the
Parliament on these occasions, which fortunately are
relatively infrequent, is very much appreciated by me
and, I know, by all other members of the Parliament. I
convey that to all those people from all departments in
the Parliament, particularly to the clerks in this house,
to the Hansard reporters and to the associated broadcast
staff — and also of course to the redcoats.
On the basis that we have pretty much reached the
forecast time that I had — —
Ms Pulford — You didn’t win.
The PRESIDENT — I didn’t put money on it.
Ms Pulford — I had my dollar on 11.30 p.m.
The PRESIDENT — Very optimistic! The house
stands adjourned.
House adjourned 1.56 a.m. (Friday) until Tuesday,
8 December, at 11.00 a.m.
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WRITTEN RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Responses are incorporated in the form provided to Hansard

Minister for Agriculture questions on notice
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mr Finn
Minister for Agriculture
24 November 2015

RESPONSE:

I stand by my answers to Mrs Peulich that compiling the information sought across sixteen questions on notice
about flights taken between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015 was voluminous and would take more than
the 30-day response time afforded under the Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I understand that part (total value of flights to 30 June 2015) of the information Opposition Members are seeking
was released through freedom of information provisions, where a greater response period applies.
I am advised by my department that their records show that the costs for flights taken between 4 December 2014
and 15 September 2015 are as follows:
– Chartered flights taken by me and accompanied by staff: $16 512;
– Domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by me: $1039 (all Economy Class);
– Domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by me: $997 (all Economy Class);
– Domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by my staff: $1214 (all Economy Class);
– Domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by my staff: $2006 (all Economy Class);
– International commercial flights (from/to or outside Australia): $19 837.06 (Business Class).

Fire services review
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Hartland
Special Minister of State
24 November 2015

RESPONSE:

The report is an extensive and comprehensive review, and the Minister for Emergency Services is closely
considering the content and its recommendations.
The review includes recommendations based on more than 180 submissions, as well as interviews with many
brigades and individual CFA volunteers.
As part of his work preparing the report Mr O’Byrne visited CFA and MFB stations across the state, including
Melton, Echuca, Lockington, Bendigo, Lara, Werribee, Boronia, Monbulk, Cranbourne and Moorooduc.
I am advised that the fire services review website is correct that there is currently no date set for the publication of
this report. However the Government is committed to publically releasing the review once the report has been
properly considered.
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Child protection
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Springle
Minister for Families and Children
25 November 2015

RESPONSE TO SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION:

As the Member has previously been advised in response to Questions without Notice 1335 and 1336, information
on the emotional or psychological support services being accessed by children in out of home care is contained in
individual client records. A manual review of every client record would be required to provide this information.
The Department of Health and Human Services publishes a range of performance measures in its Annual Reports
and on its website.
The Government also publishes various performance measures in the State Budget papers.

Timber industry
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mr Drum
Minister for Agriculture
25 November 2015

RESPONSE:

The Member refers to answers I provided in response to substantive and supplementary questions asked by
Ms Samantha Dunn MLC on 12 November 2015. Ms Dunn referred to VicForests’ harvest and haulage contracts,
questioning why, during the financial year ending 30 June 2015, VicForests, in her opinion, negotiated contracts to
“guarantee long-term supply to harvest and haulage contractors” ahead of the Forest Industry Taskforce being
established.
Through its Annual Report 2014-15, VicForests reported to the Parliament that during the financial year,
VicForests “conducted two Request for Proposal processes for harvest and haul services and negotiated new and/or
replacement contracts with several individual contractors. Approximately 900 000 m³ per annum of contracts were
awarded, with tenures between three and four years.”
There is a critical distinction to be highlighted between a contract for harvest and/or haulage services and a Timber
Sale Agreement.
Timber sales (to sawmills) are conducted using a range of open and competitive commercial sales processes and
such a contractual obligation to supply timber is referred to as a Timber Sale Agreement.
VicForests then engages contractors to harvest timber and deliver logs to customers’ ‘mill door’. A harvest and/or
haulage contract is the contract between VicForests and a harvest and/or haulage business, to provide harvest
and/or haulage services in order to meet VicForests’ existing obligations under its Timber Sale Agreements.
On Friday, 20 November 2015, the Government released the terms of reference for the Forest Industry Taskforce
that will provide recommendations about the future issues facing the timber industry. These issues include job
protection, economic activity and protection of our unique native flora, fauna and threatened species.
In a new approach to Victoria’s timber industry and nature conservation, key stakeholders across industry, the
union movement and forest conservation groups have developed the terms of reference in order to reach a
consensus on proposals to be put forward to the Government.
The Government has endorsed the terms of reference and has committed to ongoing support of their work through
a Taskforce secretariat.
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The aim is to create and sustain jobs and industry growth, to conserve high value ecological assets, to protect key
species such as the Leadbeater’s possum, and to implement a durable plan for timber supply, for jobs, for nature
conservation and for the good stewardship of Victoria’s forests that can be embraced by the Victorian community.
The terms of reference can be viewed at www.dpc.vic.gov.au.
The Taskforce has set itself an ambitious agenda for delivery of its recommendations and the Government
recognises the work and goodwill of all parties to get to this stage.
As a recent media report referred to by the Member indicated, the Government determined that it will not
indemnify VicForests in relation to any new long-term Timber Sale Agreements until the deliberations of the
Forest Industry Taskforce are completed and the Government has received its recommendations.
Given the difference between Timber Sale Agreements and other contracts, including those for harvest and haulage
services; this decision was not pertinent to the questions asked by Ms Dunn on 12 November 2015, and therefore
was not canvassed in my answer.
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ANSWERS TO CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the appropriate ministers
and received by Hansard in the period shown.

13 November to 26 November 2015
Western Metropolitan Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Hartland
Minister for Public Transport
1 September 2015

ANSWER:

The Government acknowledges that improvements to Altona Loop train services are required.
The former Government cut direct services from the Altona Loop into the city. The Andrews Government when in
Opposition made an election commitment to return direct services to the city.
At a community forum held on October 14 2015 the Member for Altona Jill Hennessy outlined to local residents
that the Government would deliver on this commitment.
Changes to one section of the train network cannot be made in isolation and the Government has committed to
returning direct services to the city from the Altona Loop as part of the next Public Transport Victoria (PTV)
timetable.
The Government wants to ensure that a new timetable will improve reliability and cut the number of Altona Loop
Bypasses. With the opening of the new Regional Rail Link metropolitan and regional trains now run on separate
tracks and the Government is working with PTV to capitalise on the benefits this can bring to a new timetable.
The new PTV timetable will be implemented next year when the Government is confident that it will improved
reliability to Altona Loop services.
The Government and local member Jill Hennessy will continue to keep the community updated as work progresses
towards a new timetable.

Southern Metropolitan Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mr Davis
Minister for Public Transport
1 September 2015

ANSWER:

Upon completion of Melbourne Metro, passengers using South Yarra station will benefit from improved capacity
and more frequent services on the Frankston and Sandringham lines.
To include South Yarra in Melbourne Metro would cost $1 billion and destroy 100 homes all for very little benefit.
Passengers travelling from South Yarra station to stations along the Cranbourne/Pakenham line will be able to
interchange at Caulfield station and board a high-frequency Cranbourne/Pakenham service to continue their
journey.
Public Transport Victoria will determine network services and stopping patterns closer to the completion of
Melbourne Metro in 2026.
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Eastern Victoria Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Bath
Minister for Industry
2 September 2015

ANSWER:

The Andrews Labor Government is driving regional development across the State, including in the Latrobe Valley.
The Government has established the $500 million Region Jobs and Infrastructure Fund to drive regional
employment growth. The Fund comprises:
– the $250 million Regional Infrastructure Development Fund;
– the $200 million Regional Jobs Fund; and
– the $50 million Stronger Regional Communities Plan.
As Minister for Industry, I am responsible for the $200 million Future Industries Fund. This Fund has been
established to invest in six key sectors set that can drive Victoria's future economic growth. This Fund will grow
jobs across the State including in the Latrobe Valley — an area that has great opportunities for economic growth in
the coming years.
In addition, the Government has significant funds available to drive economic growth and jobs through the Back to
Work plan, including the Back to Work Scheme ($100 million) and the Premier's Job and Investment Panel ($508
million).
This Government will continue to provide targeted support in the Latrobe Valley to create jobs which are
sustainable in the longer term by focussing on opportunities across high growth sectors in which Latrobe Valley
has a comparative advantage.
The integrated Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport & Resources is working with Latrobe
Valley stakeholders to develop potential projects to access the available funds and drive growth through expansion
of existing business operations. The Department is also actively working with firms that are interested in relocating
and establishing new operations in the Latrobe Valley.
The Government has already committed $10 million to develop the Gippsland Logistics Precinct and $1 million
towards the Latrobe Valley University Training Clinic and Dental Prosthetics. Laboratory from the Regional Jobs
and Infrastructure Fund.
In addition, the Government has committed to build a new $10 million technical school in Morwell to improve
education outcomes and to better equip school aged children to learn the skills and capabilities, required to meet
future workforce needs.
I am pleased to be able to say that our plans are already creating jobs in regional Victoria, including in the Latrobe
Valley. Since November 2014, employment in the Latrobe Valley/Gippsland region has increased by 2,200
workers.

South Eastern Metropolitan Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mrs Peulich
Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade
2 September 2015

ANSWER:

I speak directly with a range of small and medium businesses and their representative groups on a frequent basis
and I look forward to supplementing their direct advice to me with the views of Ministerial advisory bodies in the
near future.
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Western Victoria Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mr Morris
Minister for Energy and Resources
15 September 2015

ANSWER:

Victoria has thousands of kilometres of Single Wire Earth Return (SWER) and single phase powerlines in regional
locations. If one or several users on a powerline request upgrading of their power supply capacity a network
business will usually require a customer contribution from those customers making the request. I recognise that the
cost of upgrading of a SWER line or single phase powerline can be significant.
Regional Development Victoria (RDV) has a $250 million Regional Infrastructure Fund and a $200 million
Regional Jobs Fund, which can provide funding to eligible applicants located in rural and regional Victoria for
enabling infrastructure projects such as power upgrades.
Customers considering upgrades should first enquire with the network business and then if a customer contribution
is required they may contact RDV to see if they may be eligible for funding support.
I understand that there are business owners in the region working with Powercor to look at how their power needs
may be accommodated and that part of this process involves developing a business case for a three phase power
upgrade. I encourage businesses to continue this work and enquire with RDV to determine their eligibility for
support.

South Eastern Metropolitan Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mrs Peulich
Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade
15 September 2015

ANSWER:

I speak directly with a range of small and medium businesses and their representative groups on a frequent basis
and I look forward to supplementing their direct advice to me with the views of Ministerial advisory bodies in the
near future.

Southern Metropolitan Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Crozier
Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade
15 September 2015

ANSWER:

The Andrews Labor Government is a government that honours its election commitments. In relation to public
holidays, traders and business owners are best positioned to make decisions about whether to open or close.
The first Grand Final Friday public holiday took place on the 2nd of October, and it was highly successful.
Businesses in Bentleigh and around the state experienced a roaring trade, and Victorians were able to spend well
deserved leisure time with friends and loved ones.
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Western Victoria Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Tierney
Minister for Energy and Resources
16 September 2015

ANSWER:

The Andrews Labor Government recognises that there is a wide range of views, including significant concerns,
within the Stawell community relating to the existing gold mine's operations.
While the Government welcomes the valuable employment and economic opportunities that resource
developments provide throughout regional Victoria, communities must be able to have confidence in the way these
projects are operated and regulated.
I have met with members of the Stawell community, the local Council and the mine owners on a number of
occasions to discuss concerns and am confident that, along with government agencies, we can find a constructive
way forward.
To assist with this process, on 28 September 2015, the Victorian Government announced an independent facilitator,
Ms Nicole Hunter, to work with all parties in Stawell to address concerns with the existing gold mine's operations.
An EPA-accredited environmental expert, Dr Peter Beck, has also been engaged to review the current testing and
monitoring regime at the Stawell gold mine. Dr Beck will carry out the review to ensure the mine complies with
licencing requirements and regulatory standards. On 6 October 2015, Ms Hunter convened a public workshop with
Dr Beck to provide local residents with an opportunity to ask questions about the mine's operations and learn more
about the environmental expectations and regulation of the mine.
Dr Beck will provide the Government with an independent assessment of the mine's monitoring data by the end of
2015 and will determine if any further testing or improvements are required. Further public consultations will be
held to inform the amen community about Dr Beck's findings and ensure all interested parties are able to get their
questions answered.

Eastern Metropolitan Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Dunn
Minister for Energy and Resources
6 October 2015

ANSWER:

The Andrews Labor Government is committed to ensuring customers are paid a fair price for the energy they
provide to the electricity grid. However, to change how the feed-in tariff in Victoria is set, we need to change the
law.
Therefore, we have asked the Essential Services Commission to investigate and recommend changes to feed-in
tariff arrangements to ensure consumers are fairly compensated for the power they provide to the grid. The
recommendations of this inquiry will help inform how the feed-in tariff is structured from 2017.
We encourage Victorians to shop around for the best feed-in tariff, as electricity retailers can choose to offer
customers feed-in tariffs above the minimum rate. More information about choosing different retail plans is
available from the Victorian Government's independent price comparator tool 'Victorian Energy Compare', which
allows Victorians to find and compare Victorian electricity, solar and gas retailer tariffs – and check if they can
save money by switching to alternative offers. The Victorian Energy Compare tool is available at
www.vic.gov.au/victorianenergycompare.

ANSWERS TO CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
13 November to 26 November 2015

COUNCIL

5027

Eastern Victoria Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mr O'Donohue
Minister for Roads and Road Safety
6 October 2015

ANSWER:

I acknowledge your constituents' concerns regarding some difficulties in exiting Peninsula Link at Bungower Road
at night and during inclement weather.
The provision of street lighting on new freeways is based on the consideration of a number of factors such as the
volume of traffic, the geometric freeway design, whether there are complex weaving manoeuvres due to closely
spaced exits, and cost. Based on this risk assessment, most rural freeways, including the section of Peninsula Link,
south of Baxter-Tooradin Road, remain unlit.
Notwithstanding the above, VicRoads has investigated the feasibility of providing street lighting on Peninsula Link
at the Bungower Road off ramp. VicRoads determined that there are many other locations where the benefits of
installing street lighting are much higher as compared to this site. As such, VicRoads is not planning to install street
lighting at this location.

Western Metropolitan Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mr Finn
Minister for Public Transport
7 October 2015

ANSWER:

The Andrews Labor Government is currently in the process of finalising timetables and service schedules for a
metropolitan train timetable that will take place next year and expect to be in a position to make a formal
announcement in the near future.

Northern Victoria Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Symes
Minister for Racing
8 October 2015

ANSWER:

Racing plays a vital role in the social and economic makeup of country towns and Cup Day is one of the major
annual events that brings together communities right across the state.
The government is proud to have backed country cup meetings over the past month as well as providing support for
future events.
Starting with the highly successful Benalla Gold Cup meeting that was held as part of the AFL Grand Final
weekend, other country cup meetings that have enjoyed the support from the Victorian Racing Industry Fund's
Raceday Attraction Program (RAP) include Avoca, Dunkeld, Horsham, Mortlake and Pakenham.
Local communities play a major role in supporting the racing industry and that's why the government is delighted
to also support the Port Fairy Cup Community Raceday at Warrnambool and the Halls Gap Cup meeting at
Stawell.
Harness Racing Victoria's 2015-16 Country Cups Carnival features 25 Cup meetings throughout the year and the
government was delighted to support the Carnival with $290,000 from the RAP. The Carnival kicked off with the
Nyah Pacing Cup at Swan Hill in October and will continue through until April 2016 when the Mildura Pacing Cup
brings down the curtain on what will be another great year of harness racing.
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The government also showed its support for greyhounds with over $24,000 provided from the RAP for the
Traralgon Cup in September with the launch of the new renovated greyhound track and pavilion.

South Eastern Metropolitan Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mrs Peulich
Minister for Families and Children
8 October 2015

ANSWER:

Under the former Coalition Government, a number of $2 million children's capital grants were announced just prior
to the election without consultation with local communities. As a consequence, Chelsea Heights Kindergarten was
set to close, against the wishes of the local community, and move to a site deemed unsuitable for development.
By contrast, the Andrews Labor Government and in particular, local Member for Mordialloc, Tim Richardson MP,
has been working closely with the City of Kingston and the Chelsea and Chelsea Heights communities to ensure
that the funding committed for new and upgraded kindergarten facilities in the area is delivered in full, but also in a
way that respects the wishes of the local community.
The City of Kingston has formally communicated its wish to change the site on which the new $2 million state
funded New Early Learning Facility is to be built. Following consultation with kindergarten management
committees, school leadership and councils, Kingston City Council has proposed that Chelsea kindergarten relocate
to a new centre on the premises of Chelsea Primary School.
The Andrews Labor Government will also jointly fund with Council, an upgrade to Chelsea Heights Kindergarten.
In addition to the Victorian Government contribution of $2.35 million for these two projects, it is positive to see the
Council has committed to providing up to $321,000 as part of the Chelsea Heights upgrade.
These projects now meet the needs of both kindergartens and are agreed as the best way forward to improve the
capacity and quality of early years provision in the Chelsea area.

Southern Metropolitan Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Crozier
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence
8 October 2015

ANSWER:

I would like to thank the Member for raising this important matter with me. There is no issue of more importance to
the Andrews Labor Government than addressing family violence at its core and ensuring that those impacted by
this harm are safe. Family violence has the ability to affect every aspect of a victim's life — their personal safety,
where they are safe to live and their ability to work. For far too long the system was left broken, resulting in many
victims feeling re-traumatised when seeking help and support.
That is why the Andrews Labor Government has implemented the Royal Commission into Family Violence, to
provide expert advice so that Victoria system is one of best practice. The 2015-16 State Budget provided $81.3
million over five years to help all Victorians across the state who are experiencing, or at risk of, family violence.
This included funding for an additional 15 000 nights of accommodation for those impacted by this violence, as
well as more workers to support women and children seeking assistance.
A whole-of-government approach is embedded into the Victorian Labor Government's commitment to address this
harm. This question therefore falls within the portfolio responsibilities of the Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing. The member may wish to direct this question to the Honourable Martin Foley MP for a further response.
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Northern Victoria Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Symes
Minister for Energy and Resources
20 October 2015

ANSWER:

The Andrews Government is committed to affordable energy for all Victorians, and has been taking action to help
achieve this.
On 17 October 2015, the Government launched the Victorian Energy Compare independent price comparator, to
help customers shop around for energy offers best suited to their needs. This tool helps customers to compare
electricity, gas and solar offers from all energy retailers. It also provides support for culturally and linguistically
diverse consumers. The tool is independent and easy to use. Statistics show that half of those Victorians using the
tool have been able to save more than $330 a year on their electricity bills.
Combined with the Government's SwitchOn website, Victorian Energy Compare empowers households and
businesses to take charge of their bills and be informed about Victoria's energy system.
The Government has also recently introduced legislative changes to require retailers to publish standing offer tariffs
in the Government Gazette on dates or in periods specified by the Minister for Energy and Resources. These
changes should protect consumers by preventing retailers from engaging in price following behaviour when they
gazette their tariffs.
The Government is conscious of the impacts of energy prices on the vulnerable. At my request, the Essential
Services Commission is undertaking a review into best practice financial hardship programs in the Victorian energy
sector. This review is considering what regulatory measures are appropriate to ensure retailers give appropriate
support to customers experiencing payment difficulties, including measures to help improve energy efficiency and
decrease consumption, and consequently reduce their bills.
The Government has also committed to continue the Energy Saver Incentive scheme (also known as the Victorian
Energy Efficiency Target or VEET scheme), which provides discounts on energy efficiency services and products.
This scheme has been successful in helping Victorians to reduce their energy usage and manage their energy costs.
The Government is currently strengthening the scheme to ensure more Victorians can benefit, and legislation is
currently before the Parliament proposing new VEET targets across a 5 year period, through to 2020.
In June 2015, the Government released its Energy Efficiency and Productivity Statement which outlines its
priorities for improving Victoria's energy efficiency and productivity. Priority action areas include improving the
energy performance of households and directly supporting vulnerable households to lower their energy bills,
through energy efficiency. The Government is currently developing the Energy Efficiency and Productivity
Strategy to set out its detailed plan for action.

Northern Victoria Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Lovell
Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water
21 October 2015

ANSWER:

I thank the member for her question. I can confirm that I was invited by the local Member for Shepparton, Suzanne
Sheed to come up to Tatura and listen to a group of irrigators, industry and food processors, business and local
government representatives to talk about the social and economic impacts of the Murray-Darling Basin on the
region. As the local member is responsible for initiating and facilitating this meeting, I refer this question to her.
Can I also add that I'm happy to come up to the Goulburn Valley where water security is of particular importance.
There are many perspectives on water and I have shown my commitment to discussing these issues with as many
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different communities and individuals as I can fit into my schedule. That is why I have taken the opportunity to
discuss these issues with the local member at this time.

Southern Metropolitan Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Fitzherbert
Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water
22 October 2015

ANSWER:

Parks Victoria is the Committee of Management for Albert Park Reserve. Parks Victoria is responsible for litter
collection in the park and engages a contractor to service public rubbish bins that are strategically placed
throughout the park near high use visitor nodes and park exit and entry points. All sporting clubs are responsible for
their own litter and rubbish removal.
All rubbish bins are emptied twice per week between January and September and this increases to five times per
week during the park's peak visitation period from October to December. The park's rubbish bins are regularly
cleaned and graffiti removed as required.
Windblown rubbish from surrounding streets enter the park, as well as rubbish via storm water drains. Rangers
periodically remove the litter as time allows.

Northern Victoria Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Lovell
Minister for Multicultural Affairs
22 October 2015

ANSWER:

The Victorian Government is committed to working with the Bendigo community to promote social cohesion,
community engagement and mutual respect. I would recommend that the Mayor and the CEO of Greater Bendigo
liaise further with the Victorian Multicultural Commission or the Office of Multicultural Affairs and Citizenship to
discuss initiatives that may facilitate this engagement process further.

Western Metropolitan Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Mr Finn
Treasurer
22 October 2015

ANSWER:

The member asked a question on 16 September 2015 requesting information on the cost to the Victorian economy
of traffic congestion.
The answer provided on 20 October 2015, advised that the cost was estimated to be $2.8 billion in 2011 for the
Melbourne and Geelong areas.
This was produced by Infrastructure Australia and is the most authoritative estimate available.
The answer included details about what the government was doing to reduce this congestion by investing in new
projects.
The member has now repeated the question in a varied form which assumes that it is possible to derive economy
wide estimates of congestion costs for individual roads.
My Department does not hold the information that the member is seeking.
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Northern Victoria Region
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Ms Lovell
Minister for Health
10 November 2015

ANSWER:

The Andrews Labor Government is committed to enhancing Goulburn Valley Health and its capacity to fulfil its
role as regional health services for the Hume region.
Planning for future services, by its nature, takes time to ensure that the right decisions are made.
Under the Andrews Labor Government, progress has already been made following the $1 million investment for
planning in the 2015/16 State Budget. Capital planning consultants are currently developing a robust and
achievable masterplan and feasibility study for the Shepparton campus of Goulburn Valley Health.
In addition, I recently announced the membership of the Community Advisory Group which will ensure
community needs are at the centre of any proposed redevelopment of Goulburn Valley Health, Shepparton. Ms
Suzanna Sheed MP, Member for Shepparton District is chairing the Community Advisory Group.
Registrations of interest from the Shepparton community were received from a broad cross section of the
community and were considered by a panel headed by Ms Sheed.
The Committee has 13 members, including patients, carers, health professionals, and community, local government
and business representatives. The members are Sam Atukorala, Abigail Booth, Trevor Currie, Karyn Ferguson,
Wendy Hunt, Jamie Lea, Paul Lelliott, Patricia Moran, Nicole O'Brien, Rob Priestly, Leanne Raditsis, Rodney
Schubert and Ann Maree Sexton.
I can advise that the first meeting of the Goulburn Valley Community Advisory Group was held at Goulburn
Valley Health on the evening of Monday 16 November, 2015. The next scheduled meeting of the Community
Advisory Group will be held in Shepparton on the evening of the 14 December, 2015 and will take the form of an
open community forum. This is an opportunity for all members of the community to express their views on what
they envision for a redeveloped hospital.
I thank the community of Shepparton for their interest in shaping the future of health service developments within
their community.
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WRITTEN ADJOURNMENT RESPONSES
Responses have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the
appropriate ministers.

Tuesday, 24 November 2015
Latrobe Valley Industry and Infrastructure Fund
Raised with:

Minister for Regional Development

Raised by:

Ms Bath

Raised on:

20 August 2015

REPLY:
The Andrews Labor Government is helping the Latrobe Valley — and Gippsland more broadly— to recover from
four years of Coalition cuts to local schools, hospitals and services.
The Latrobe Valley Industry and Infrastructure Fund was in fact part of the Latrobe Valley Advantage Fund;
established by the former Labor Government.
The reality is that the former Coalition Government closed the Latrobe Valley Industry and Infrastructure Fund to
new applications on 30 June 2014.
I note the Latrobe Valley Express reported in September 2014 that the Latrobe Valley Industry and Infrastructure
Fund had “run out of money” and that the Member for Morwell, then-Minister the Hon Russell Northe MP, could
not say that a re-elected Coalition Government would continue the Fund.
The Andrews Government is of course honouring the approved grants, which will take 2 to 3 years to acquit, as
businesses reach milestones that trigger payments to be made.
Through the 2015-16 Victorian Budget, Labor is investing in the things that local families need to live a healthy,
safe and comfortable life, and funds the projects that communities and businesses need to create jobs and drive
growth.
The Andrews Labor Government has established the $500 million Regional Jobs and Infrastructure Fund which
will deliver improved services and drive jobs growth in the Valley.

Oakleigh South development
Raised with:

Minister for Planning

Raised by:

Mrs Peulich

Raised on:

1 September 2015

REPLY:
Thank you for raising the matter of the Development Plan Overlay (DPO) for the former Oakleigh South Primary
School.
The Oakleigh South Primary School was one of nine surplus Department of Education and Training school sites
that was undertaken as part of a pilot Advisory Committee process by the former Minister for Planning. The
objective of the pilot was to have an open and timely process for the rezoning of surplus schools to facilitate private
sale.
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I understand notice was given to properties immediately adjoining and across the road from the school. The
Committee also completed a public hearing where residents of Oakleigh South were able to provide their views on
the future use of the school. I am aware that the Committee received a number of individual submissions and a
petition containing 130 names.
The Committee recommended rezoning the land from Public Use Zone — Education to General Residential Zone
and that a DPO applies to the site. The DPO Schedule required the future owner to prepare a development plan that
outlines how the site was to be developed. The Schedule outlines all the things the future owner had to take into
account when preparing for the development. These include location and type of residential dwellings, sustainable
design features, new cycle/pedestrian pathways or new local street networks, and incorporate native vegetation in
the design.
The Schedule includes a requirement for consultation to be undertaken but residents do not have third party appeal
rights. Consideration of community views is the responsibility of the responsible authority (the Council) as it
decides in whether to approve the development plan.
I am satisfied that the Committee completed a robust consultation process with the community in its
recommendation to rezone the school and apply the DPO. I encourage you, Mr Peter Foley and local residents to
engage with Council to discuss its concerns regarding the proposed development.

Multicultural Aged Care Services
Raised with:

Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing

Raised by:

Mr Ramsay

Raised on:

6 October 2015

REPLY:
Multicultural Aged Care Services Geelong Inc. is a Commonwealth funded service providing the full range of
Aged Care Act 1997 (Cwth) services including high and low care residential services, and Home Care packages
(including consumer-directed care) delivering in-home care. Multicultural Aged Care Services also has
independent living units.
Multicultural Aged Care Services does not receive any funding from the Victorian Government for residential aged
care.
In 2013, Multicultural Aged Care Services raised its need for support to convert part of its facility, comprising 14
existing low care places, to a secure unit to accommodate people with dementia who exhibit particularly
challenging behaviour. Previously, such people could not be managed within the Multicultural Aged Care Services
facility and they were transferred to other services.
Multicultural Aged Care Services sought $25 000 from the Victorian Government for detailed planning design and
work flow analysis for the proposed 14 bed dementia specific facility. Funding was provided through the Culturally
and Linguistically Diverse Seniors initiative.
I am advised that it was indicated to Multicultural Aged Care Services by the former Napthine Government that the
State would not provide capital funds for Commonwealth funded residential aged care services.
I visited Multicultural Aged Care Services in February this year, and I applaud the work they do and their initiative
in further developing their service to respond to the needs of people with dementia. However, in keeping with the
position of the former government, no State funds will be made available for this purpose.
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Police station security
Raised with:

Minister for Police

Raised by:

Mr Bourman

Raised on:

6 October 2015

REPLY:
The government recognises that Victoria Police requires appropriate facilities to support police in the work they do
in keeping the community safe. That is why in the 2015-2016 State Budget, we provided Victoria Police with a
record budget of $2.5 billion.
Victoria Police takes the safety of its employees extremely seriously. The organisation has introduced an
Operational Safety Policy to enhance the safety and well-being of all employees. The Safety Policy was developed
in consultation with police officers and the Police Association and focuses on operational safety equipment, single
officer activities and the security of marked police vehicles.
Police are encouraged to conduct risk assessments before and throughout their duties and apply a consistent and
common sense approach when responding to operational responsibilities.
Minor works and maintenance at police stations is determined by Victoria Police under the facilities minor works
program, where projects are considered in the context of other priorities.
Additional security measures are continuing to be put in place around facilities and security has been progressively
increasing across the organisation. As you can appreciate, for security reasons, I am not able to comment on other
stations receiving security upgrades.
As you would expect, the government works closely with the Chief Commissioner to ensure Victoria Police is
appropriately resourced to tackle law and order issues facing the Victorian community.
While the government determines the level of funding required to resource Victoria Police, the Chief
Commissioner is responsible for determining how such resources are allocated, based on assessed operational need.

Aitken College
Raised with:

Minister for Roads and Road Safety

Raised by:

Mr Ondarchie

Raised on:

6 October 2015

REPLY:
I understand that VicRoads recently met with representatives of Aitken College, including its Principal, Ms Josie
Crisara, to discuss the access issues at the entrance of the college. In this meeting, VicRoads discussed several
scenarios with the college, ranging from short to long-term solutions.
As you may be aware, VicRoads has recently completed the Mickleham Road corridor duplication study. This
study outlines VicRoads’ medium to long-term plans for the Mickleham Road corridor, including future
duplication and associated intersections.
On 3 September 2015, the Victorian Parliament passed legislation creating Infrastructure Victoria, delivering a key
election commitment from the Andrews Labor Government and giving certainty for Victoria’s infrastructure
pipeline. The new independent body will be tasked with ensuring that Victoria’s immediate and long-term
infrastructure needs are identified and prioritised based on objective, transparent analysis and evidence.
Infrastructure Victoria will consult widely, consider the needs of the whole state and prioritise the projects that
deliver the best results.
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Consideration of new road projects such as the duplication of Mickleham Road will be considered in this context.
As you may appreciate, VicRoads receives many requests each year for the installation of traffic signals throughout
Victoria. All requests are considered and evaluated on a statewide basis with consideration given to factors such as
the number and type of vehicles using the intersection, the need to cater for pedestrians, the historical safety record
of the site, the impact that treating the intersection would have on the performance of the surrounding road network
and the implementation costs.
The installation of traffic signals at the entrance to Aitken College, ahead of duplication of Mickleham Road, will
be considered for funding under a future program based on the above criteria.
Given the increasing traffic on Mickleham Road and the long queue times experienced within the college grounds,
VicRoads has no objection to the college privately funding the improvements to the college entrance, should the
college desire signals before they are funded under a future program.
In the short-term, VicRoads is investigating making signal timing changes to the nearby signalised intersection at
Mickleham Road and Dellamore Boulevard to provide more downstream gaps for traffic exiting the college at peak
school times.

Kingston green wedge
Raised with:

Minister for Health

Raised by:

Mrs Peulich

Raised on:

6 October 2015

REPLY:
I refer to the matter raised in the Legislative Council on 6 October 2015 by Mrs Inge Peulich, Member for South
Eastern Metropolitan Region, seeking clarification on whether a cemetery is planned to be developed in the
Heatherton/Clayton South area.
The Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust has identified land that it believes is suitable to provide additional
burial and memorialisation services within Melbourne’s South Eastern Region.
The Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust has submitted a conceptual plan for the acquisition and ongoing
management of the site. The proposal is a major project involving substantial expenditure and requires careful
assessment by a number of agencies.
I have asked the Department of Health & Human Services to provide me with advice in relation to this matter.

Racecourse Road–Princes Highway, Pakenham
Raised with:

Minister for Roads and Road Safety

Raised by:

Mr O’Donohue

Raised on:

6 October 2015

REPLY:
Short-Term Opportunity
VicRoads has considered Mr Mitchell’s suggestion to install a dedicated lane along Racecourse Road to improve
access for vehicles turning left at the Princes Highway. VicRoads advises me that, due to the geometry and physical
constraints of the site, the installation of an additional lane on Racecourse Road could not be achieved without land
acquisition and relocation of a number of services, which would involve a significant cost.
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The Victoria Government receives many requests each year for road improvements at intersections throughout
Victoria. All requests are prioritised based on the extent to which a proposed treatment would improve safety
and/or traffic flow. VicRoads considers factors such as the type of vehicles using the intersection, the historical
safety record of the site, the impact that treating the intersection would have on the performance of the surrounding
road network and the implementation costs.
VicRoads’ evaluation of this intersection, based on the above criteria, indicates that it is unlikely to be upgraded in
the short term. However, it will continue to be considered for funding under future programs.
Long-Term Opportunity
I acknowledge the pressure being placed on the road network within growth areas. VicRoads is working with the
Metropolitan Planning Authority, relevant municipalities and other stakeholders to plan the transport system to
appropriately manage travel demands into the future. The population growth and increased development in
Melbourne’s south-eastern suburbs is leading to increased volumes of traffic along Racecourse Road and other
roads in the area.
The Victorian Government is also developing long-term planning initiatives to identify potential future transport
solutions to provide for Melbourne’s growth. Issues such as where future job locations are to be provided and their
relationship with where people live and the transport needs to connect these locations are considered in the
long-term planning process. Future options to improve connectivity across Melbourne’s south-eastern suburbs will
be considered in this context.
In relation to the Pakenham Racecourse redevelopment on Racecourse Road, the intersection of Racecourse Road
and Azola Drive will be signalised as part of these works. The signalisation of this intersection will facilitate the
safe movement of pedestrians across Racecourse Road.

Drought assistance
Raised with:

Minister for Agriculture

Raised by:

Ms Symes

Raised on:

7 October 2015

REPLY:
I thank the Member for Northern Victoria for requesting that I visit farmers in the north to see first-hand how
drought conditions are impacting families, businesses and communities.
Western, northern and central Victoria have received below average rainfall in the past 24 months. Soil moisture
levels are well below normal in many areas.
In addition, an unseasonal heat wave in early October came at a critical time for already stressed crops. The full
impact will only be known when harvesting activities finish later this year.
On the 9 October 2015, I visited Birchip to hear from farmers, the Buloke Shire Council, Birchip Cropping Group
and local businesses.
I can confirm that I will be visiting more farms and communities in October and November to further understand
the impacts of current seasonal conditions, including in Northern Victoria.
As you will be aware, I have recently announced that Drought Concessional Loans are now available for Victorian
farmers.
Other support measures for farmers include the Farm Household Allowance, Rural Financial Counselling Service
and drought management advice and information provided by the Department of Economic Development, Jobs,
Transport and Resources.
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I am working with relevant parts of government to coordinate further measures to support drought-affected
families, businesses and communities.

Dairy industry
Raised with:

Minister for Agriculture

Raised by:

Mr Purcell

Raised on:

8 October 2015

REPLY:
The Victorian Government is aware of the importance of adequate power supply to allow dairy industry
development.
Regional Development Victoria has been working with dairy farmers in south-western Victoria about upgrading to
three phase power supply.
It will continue to work with farmers to explore all available options for access to suitable power supply.
As you will be aware, earlier this year the Victorian Government announced it would establish a $200 million
Agriculture Infrastructure and Jobs Fund as soon as the lease of the Port of Melbourne legislation was approved by
Parliament. Improved energy infrastructure could be considered under the fund once it is established.
I intend to visit south-western Victoria before the end of the year.

TAFE funding
Raised with:

Minister for Training and Skills

Raised by:

Mr Eideh

Raised on:

8 October 2015

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
Victoria’s economy is facing a number of challenges, including a concerning youth unemployment problem.
This is why the Government established the $50 million TAFE Back to Work Fund, to support the Victorian
Government’s Back to Work Plan to grow jobs and get people back to work, while improving the financial
viability of TAFE Institutes and supporting the skills needs of local communities.
I am aware that youth unemployment in Melbourne’s west remains a problem and so I appreciate Mr Eideh’s
enthusiasm for the TAFE Back to Work Fund.
Victoria University is the principal public TAFE provider in Melbourne’s west. Victoria University is developing a
proposal to deliver new skills and jobs in Melbourne’s west.
I hope to make an announcement soon.
In addition to the TAFE Back to Work Fund, I was delighted to announce $15 million to establish Skills and Jobs
Centres at TAFEs and dual sector universities across the state. I am pleased that Victoria University will receive a
share of that funding to help link jobseekers and employers in Melbourne’s west.
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National disability insurance scheme
Raised with:

Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing

Raised by:

Ms Tierney

Raised on:

20 October 2015

REPLY:
The Victorian government is committed to supporting participants, service providers and the workforce to make the
implementation of NDIS a success and to improve services and outcomes for Victorians with a disability.
On the 16 September 2015 the Victorian and Commonwealth governments signed a momentous agreement for the
staged geographic roll out of the NDIS across Victoria from July 2016.
This is a significant milestone in the complex job of implementing the National Disability Insurance Scheme in
Victoria. We now have certainty on when and where the Scheme will be delivered.
Both the Victorian and Commonwealth governments are making significant financial contributions to the NDIS to
ensure that eligible Victorians with disability have choice and control over the support and services they need to
meet their goals and aspirations.
People with disability and their families will undoubtedly be interested in details about how and when the Scheme
will be rolled out.
Over the coming months, I will be hosting forums across the State to provide more information about the roll out of
the National Disability Insurance Scheme in Victoria. I was pleased to see that over 200 people, including people
with a disability their families and local providers, attended the first of these forums in Bendigo on 4 November
2015 and a further 300 in Darebin. A community forum has been scheduled for Warrnambool on 16 December
2015.
Further details of upcoming forums in regional Victoria can be found on the following site
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/department-of-health-and-human-services-8554287768.

123Read2Me
Raised with:

Minister for Families and Children

Raised by:

Ms Crozier

Raised on:

20 October 2015

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
The Andrews Labor Government is making Victoria the Education State, and this starts from birth. I have
convened a panel of experts to provide advice regarding the key reform areas outlined in the Education State Early
Childhood Consultation Paper. These key directions emphasise the value of early engagement in cost effective,
locally supported, high quality, evidenced based learning programs for young children, especially those
experiencing disadvantage.
Unlike the former Coalition Government, who cut the Young Readers Program in their first year in office, our
Government recognises the importance of developing literacy in young children, particularly for those experiencing
disadvantage.
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I have received the 123Read2Me proposal and will meet with the project representatives. I am advised that there
are other literacy focused initiatives operating in areas of high disadvantage, including those organised through the
generous involvement of local community service clubs.
A range of State Government funded initiatives also exist such as:
Supported Playgroups (including those operating in Frankston and the South Eastern region) which actively
promote improving parent child interactions and focus on literacy, play and learning.
Maternal and Child Health (MCH) and Enhanced MCH services, which provide the Play Learn Grow materials to
increase parent’s understanding of their child’s health, learning and development, with a focus on early literacy.
Victorian Public Libraries, which provide a rich array of local reading and literacy programs, both onsite, offsite
and online designed to engage young children and their families.
Other initiatives targeting children and families in disadvantaged circumstances include Early Start Kindergarten
and projects offered through the Frankston Best Start.

Warrnambool Base Hospital
Raised with:

Minister for Health

Raised by:

Ms Wooldridge

Raised on:

21 October 2015

REPLY:
Unlike the previous Liberal government who consistently underinvested in health capital, the Andrews Labor
Government, like every Labor Government, is committed to investing in health.
The previous Labor Government approved over $115 million funding for the stage one development at the
Warrnambool Base campus of South West Healthcare. This important work resulted in increased patient bed
numbers with a new intensive care unit, special care nursery, inpatient unit and palliative care suites.
Stage one also supported the establishment of the Deakin Medical School and provided new support facilities such
as car parks, foyer and pharmacy. The project was completed in August 2012.
Since the completion of the stage one development, South West Healthcare has been able to consolidate its role as
the major sub-regional provider, delivering services for the communities of south west Victoria in spite of the over
$1 billion in cuts inflicted by the former Liberal Government.
The current masterplan for the Warrnambool campus of South West Healthcare will form the basis of future capital
funding consideration by the Department of Health and Human Services.
The Department of Health and Human Services will continue to work together with South West Healthcare to
strengthen and build on the existing health system and infrastructure to ensure access to quality, contemporary and
sustainable health services are provided to Victorian / residents. In the recent State budget South West Healthcare
was provided with $440 million, $16.7 million more than in the previous budget.
The Andrews Labor Government is passionate about improving the health and wellbeing of all Victorians and I
look forward to visiting Warrnambool Base Hospital when I am next in the region.
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Goulburn Valley Health
Raised with:

Minister for Health

Raised by:

Ms Lovell

Raised on:

21 October 2015

REPLY:
The Andrews Labor Government’s provision of $1.0 million for planning for Goulburn Valley Health is enabling
the long awaited progression of planning for the redevelopment of the Shepparton campus.
After four years of neglect from the former Liberal Government, the community’s calls for action have finally been
heard.
Service planning to identify the future health service requirements for the primary and extended catchment area of
Goulburn Valley Health was completed earlier this year. The service plan has provided a ‘road map’ for the future
development of the health service over the next 5-10 years and specifies the major areas of service development
and changes to models of care required to address future needs.
This planning was essential to inform the subsequent masterplan and feasibility studies for the Shepparton campus
of Goulburn Valley Health and to ensure that the facility requirements for the redevelopment will be properly
understood. These key tasks are being undertaken with the support and involvement of the Board and Executive of
Goulburn Valley Health. The masterplan and feasibility studies will further refine the recommendations of the
service plan and will underpin the next stages of the planning and development work for the Shepparton campus of
Goulburn Valley Health.
The service plan acknowledges that there is a growing demand for cancer services within the Goulburn Valley
Health catchment area. It recommends that Goulburn Valley Health partner with Albury Wodonga Health to
develop an integrated cancer model for the Hume region.
The Department of Health & Human Services will work with Goulburn Valley health to develop longer term
oncology service expansion in line with the current service plan.
Planning and development work for Goulburn Valley Health will be informed by input from the new Community
Advisory Group, which is being chaired by the Member for Shepparton District, Suzanna Sheed MP.
The Community Advisory Group that had its first meeting on 16 November 2015 will ensure the community needs
are at the centre of the redevelopment of Goulburn Valley Health.
I understand that the first meeting was a success and I look forward to working with the local member and the
advisory group to progress this important project.

Essendon Keilor College
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Mr Finn

Raised on:

21 October 2015

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
The autism base room at Essendon Keilor College, Niddrie Campus, will not be closing. The room and program
will continue to operate and will be funded and staffed by the Essendon Keilor College.
The Department of Education and Training has not removed any funding from the operation of the base room.
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Workplace learning coordinators
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Ms Shing

Raised on:

22 October 2015

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
The Workplace Learning Coordinators (WLC) program which provided structured workplace learning for school
students was funded from the National Partnership on Youth Attainment and Transitions, which expired in 2013. In
order to enable the Department of Education and Training sufficient time to review school industry programs and
identify best practice models, funding was provided to continue the WLC program until the end of 2015. The
review which was completed in July 2015 included extensive consultation with WLCs and LLENs.
Last week, I announced that the Andrews Government will maintain the current funding level for structured
workplace learning but that the service model would be reformed. The reformed service model will be part of the
Government’s initiatives under the Education State to support our young people. The new service model will
capitalise on local partnerships to ensure schools and education training providers work together to provide an
integrated approach to supporting all young people in Victoria to engage, and reengage, in education and training.
The Department has recently met with stakeholders to discuss the new approach to structured workplace learning.
These discussions will continue with a Working Group of WLCs and LLENs established to plan the delivery of the
new service model for 2016.

Fruit tree netting subsidy
Raised with:

Minister for Agriculture

Raised by:

Ms Lovell

Raised on:

22 October 2015

REPLY:
The Goulburn Valley region is very important to Victoria’s fruit production. The region produces approximately
70 per cent of Victoria’s apples and 98 per cent of Victoria’s pears.
The Andrews Government is not currently considering a fruit tree netting subsidy.
There is a strong commercial incentive for growers to invest in netting due to the increased market returns they are
likely to receive through improved quantity and quality of fruit and as a risk mitigation strategy.
Many existing growers within Victoria’s horticulture industry have already established crop netting at their own
expense. A significant market distortion could result if these growers were not given retrospective access to a
netting subsidy.
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Nadrasca
Raised with:

Minister for Training and Skills

Raised by:

Mr Leane

Raised on:

11 November 2015

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
Nadrasca approached the Department in September this year to apply for a 2016 VET Funding Contract for the
Leadership College, an RTO which they own. They were advised by the Department that they did not meet the
eligibility criteria for a 2016 VET Funding Contract. This advice was given at a meeting held in October with the
General Manager of Nadrasca, as well as via formal correspondence sent to the CEO following the meeting,
Nadrasca’s RTO, The Leadership College, was only registered with the Australian Skills Quality Authority in May
2015 and is therefore unable to demonstrate a history of delivery in Vocational Education and Training. This
requirement is part of the tougher entry to market requirements that were announced as part of the Review of
Quality Assurance in Victoria’s VET System released earlier this year. These requirements apply to all RTOs and
will strengthen quality in the government subsidised training market.
At the October meeting, the Department advised Nadrasca that they are able to apply for funding in the future.
The Department also offered Nadrasca assistance to link up with Melbourne Polytechnic to explore training and
partnership arrangements. Nadrasca and Melbourne Polytechnic have commenced discussions to determine how
they will partner together in 2016.
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Responses have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the
appropriate ministers.

Wednesday, 25 November 2015
Portland Bay School
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Mr Morris

Raised on:

21 October 2015

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
Thank you for your question regarding the Portland Bay School feasibility study.
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to investing in education and school infrastructure so that every
student, including those at Portland Bay School, has access to a first class education. This has been demonstrated
through the allocation of $730 million into school facilities in the 2015-16 State Budget.
I had the opportunity to visit Portland Bay School on 22 July 2015 and discuss this issue with the Principal,
Mr Stephen Crossley, who gave me first hand insight into the infrastructure needs of the school. I understand the
importance of finding a long-term and sustainable option to resolve the accommodation issues being experienced at
Portland Bay School.
The Portland Bay School feasibility study has been completed following extensive consultation with government
schools in the Portland area, the Glenelg Shire Council and the Department of Education and Training. The study
assessed the suitability of both co-location and relocation options for Portland Bay School. Potential site options
were identified and assessed based on key criteria such as location, traffic issues, site size, access to community
organisations and long-term viability.
Portland Bay School has been provided with the findings of this feasibility study, and the Department is working
with schools in the area to discuss its findings.

Multicultural affairs
Raised with:

Minister for Multicultural Affairs

Raised by:

Mrs Peulich

Raised on:

21 October 2015

REPLY:
The Victorian Government set aside $25 million over four years for the Social Cohesion and Community
Resilience Taskforce.
The guidelines for the grants programs are being developed after extensive consultation with community groups.
The guidelines and advice on lodging applications will be announced when they are complete.
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Diwali and Annakut exhibition
Raised with:

Minister for Multicultural Affairs

Raised by:

Mr Ondarchie

Raised on:

22 October 2015

REPLY:
I am pleased to advise that the Victorian Government has been working to make grant programs for multicultural
communities clearer and simpler. The new grant programs will better enable our communities to celebrate and
preserve traditions and showcase the vibrancy of Victoria’s multiculturalism.
I look forward to next year’s Diwali and Annakut Exhibition at Parliament House and trust it will continue to grow.
I would encourage the event organisers to contact Mr Hakan Akyol, Director, Office of Multicultural Affairs and
Citizenship to further discuss how the exhibition might link in with other Diwali festivals and events, and possible
funding opportunities for such a partnership.

Social enterprise sector
Raised with:

Minister for Employment

Raised by:

Mr Mulino

Raised on:

22 October 2015

REPLY:
I thank Mr Mulino for highlighting the important work of social enterprises in Cardinia and note his commitment to
growing the sector.
Social enterprises are an incredible tool for creating wealth through sustainable economic activity, are an excellent
vehicle for job creation and often provide a mechanism for bringing excluded groups into the labour market.
The Honourable Member has listed a number of excellent examples where social enterprises, both in and close to
his electorate, are creating unique employment opportunities for a variety of cohorts.
I would be delighted to visit the Shire of Cardinia with Mr Mulino in 2016 and look forward to engaging with a
host of social enterprises, local government representatives and community stakeholders to discuss how the
Victorian Government can best support the growth of this important sector.

Diwali festival
Raised with:

Minister for Multicultural Affairs

Raised by:

Mrs Peulich

Raised on:

22 October 2015

REPLY:
The event was the subject of discussions between the Springvale Police Station Management and the event
organisers regarding potential issues of anti-social behaviour and general public order. Prior to the event and in
consultation with the organisers it was assessed and agreed Victoria Police were not required to be deployed and as
such costs were not canvassed.
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The event took place on the 25 October 2015 without incident (as was the case in previous years where this event
had been conducted). As per the “user pays policy” for police engagement in these events it is not policy or practice
to seek “money up front” and any such user pays requirement would be the subject of an applicable contract.
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Thursday, 26 November 2015
Tower Hill Wildlife Reserve
Raised with:

Minister for Roads and Road Safety

Raised by:

Mr Morris

Raised on:

20 October 2015

REPLY:
VicRoads will work with Parks Victoria to review the signs to the Tower Hill Wildlife Reserve.
Parks Victoria, as manager of the reserve, would be the responsible authority for funding costs associated with any
proposed signage upgrades.

Commercial fishing licences
Raised with:

Minister for Agriculture

Raised by:

Mr Ramsay

Raised on:

20 October 2015

REPLY:
The policy to remove netting from Port Phillip Bay is a key initiative of the government’s Target One Million
election commitment to grow recreational fishing in Victoria.
Fishing for key fish stocks in Port Phillip Bay is assessed to be sustainable. The reduction in commercial catch is
expected to increase catch rates and size of fish for the recreational fishing sector, and reduce spatial competition.
This will enhance recreational fishing opportunities in the Bay for many Victorians, with the potential to attract
more visitors from outside of Victoria to fish in Port Phillip Bay.
Under the Bill currently before Parliament, the process to commence removal of netting will commence in early
2016, with the first netting licences surrendered on 1 April 2016.
The Bill specifies a clear path to remove commercial netting from Port Phillip Bay and provides certainty to
affected commercial licence holders as to the level of compensation payments.
Any delay in implementation of this policy will cause uncertainty for commercial fishers and their families.
Media reports suggest that the Shadow Fisheries spokesperson and National Party Leader, Hon Peter Walsh,
supports the implementation of the policy.
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Level crossings
Raised with:

Minister for Public Transport

Raised by:

Mrs Peulich

Raised on:

20 October 2015

REPLY:
The Level Crossing Removal Authority (LXRA) is undertaking an extensive community consultation program for
the Level Crossing Removal Project: Caulfield to Dandenong.
The consultation program, which is ongoing, has been designed to allow the project team to reach a wide range of
stakeholders including residents, commuters, traders, key stakeholders and the broader community.
The consultation began in June this year and has to date involved over 25 ’pop-up sessions’ at local shopping strips
and train stations, seven interactive community feedback sessions at various locations, three trader feedback
workshops and bi-monthly briefings to local government councillors.
Interactive community feedback sessions have been held at a range of times to allow the greatest number of
community members to attend. They have included sessions during weeknights and on weekends, while ‘pop-up
sessions’ have been held during peak hour travel times at local train stations and during day time hours to allow the
project team to engage with shoppers.
The project team is currently undertaking a further round of consultation and engagement which involves reporting
back on feedback received so far, and updating the public on the project’s progress. Consultation sessions have
been held at key community events both during the day, at night and on weekends at locations as diverse as local
parks, Farmers’ Markets, primary school fetes and even Chadstone Shopping Centre.
For those community members who haven’t been able to engage with the project team at these events, two
corridor-wide newsletters providing information about the project have been distributed to over 250 000 properties
in Melbourne’s south-east. The project team has also introduced an online consultation tool that has allowed
community members to make comments about specific locations and issues on maps of the project corridor. Over
1500 individual comments have been recorded via this online process.
The LXRA has also introduced a highly innovative community consultation concept, the Community Tender
Advisory Panel. This group consists of representatives from the local community who have viewed details of the
bidders’ designs in development and provided feedback on key elements. This is the first time this approach has
been used on a major infrastructure project and demonstrates the exceptional level of consultation being
undertaken.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporated from the notice paper of the Legislative Council.
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the appropriate ministers.
Headings reflect the portfolio of the minister answering the question.

Tuesday, 24 November 2015
Veterans
33.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): To provide
details of all appointments to Boards, Commissions and Committees made or approved by the Minister
since 4 December 2014, indicating —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

the expression of interest process, and selection process that was used;
the terms of appointment;
any remuneration applicable;
when the positions became subject to remuneration; and
what changes have been made to the level of remuneration.

ANSWER:
The Government is in the process of appointing and reappointing vacancies on Boards, Commissions and
Committees.
The process for recruitment is consistent with past practice. Details of vacancies and the recruitment process are
available on getonboard.vic.gov.au/
Details of appointments and reappointments such as terms of appointment and remuneration can be found at
www.publicboards.vic.gov.au or www.premier.vic.gov.au

Veterans
442.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): What is the
total number of department staff seconded to the Minister’s private office and what are their position
titles as at 23 February 2015.

ANSWER:
Recruitment of staff began upon entering government in 2014.
All recruitment for staff in the Minister’s private office complied with the guidelines set out in the Public
Administration Act 2004.
As the Member would be aware, Departmental Liaison Officer (DLO) are employed by Departments to assist
Ministers and their offices with departmental liaison and administrative functions.
Their position title is Departmental Liaison Officer.

Environment, climate change and water
1235.

MS DUNN — To ask the Special Minister for State (for the Minister for the Environment, Climate
Change and Water): In relation to the five-yearly reviews of each of Victoria’s five Regional Forest
Agreements —
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(1)

(2)

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

Has agreement been reached with the Commonwealth Government in relation to the process,
structure, methodology, time-frames, public consultation process, key personnel and outcomes of
the conduct of each of the reviews.
If so, what is the agreed process, structure, methodology, time-frames, public consultation process,
key personnel and outcomes of the conduct of each of the reviews.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Negotiations with the Australian Government on the five-yearly review of the five Victorian Regional Forests
Agreements are ongoing.
I expect to have a scoping agreement settled with the Commonwealth later this year so the review can get
underway.

Environment, climate change and water
1238.

MS DUNN — To ask the Special Minister for State (for the Minister for the Environment, Climate
Change and Water): In relation to the current prescribed 200m buffer zone to protect known colonies of
the Leadbeater’s Possum —
(1)
(2)

Is there any scientific evidence to suggest that the buffer zone is sufficient.
What is that evidence.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The 200m buffer zone was a recommendation of the Leadbeater’s Possum Advisory Group.
The technical information used by the Advisory Group to form their recommendations is publicly available at:
http://www.delwp.vic.gov.au/environment-and-wildlife/conserving-threatened-species
and-communities/leadbeaters-possum

Tourism and major events
1472.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Tourism and Major
Events): What is the total value of chartered flights taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014
and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Tourism and major events
1473.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Tourism and Major
Events): What is the total value of domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by the Minister
between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.
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ANSWER:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Tourism and major events
1474.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Tourism and Major
Events): What is the total value of domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by the Minister
between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Tourism and major events
1475.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Tourism and Major
Events): What is the total value of international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia
taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Tourism and major events
1476.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Tourism and Major
Events): What is the total value of chartered flights taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December 2014
and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
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I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Tourism and major events
1477.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Tourism and Major
Events): What is the total value of domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by Ministerial
staff between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Tourism and major events
1478.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Tourism and Major
Events): What is the total value of domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by Ministerial
staff between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Tourism and major events
1479.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Tourism and Major
Events): What is the total value of international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia
taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Sport
1480.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
value of chartered flights taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.
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ANSWER:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Sport
1481.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
value of domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014
and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Sport
1482.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
value of domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014
and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Sport
1483.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
value of international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia taken by the Minister
between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5056

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Sport
1484.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
value of chartered flights taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Sport
1485.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
value of domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December
2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Sport
1486.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
value of domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December
2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
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Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Sport
1487.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
value of international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia taken by Ministerial staff
between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Veterans
1488.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): What is the
total value of chartered flights taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Veterans
1489.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): What is the
total value of domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by the Minister between 4 December
2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
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I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Veterans
1490.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): What is the
total value of domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by the Minister between 4 December
2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Veterans
1491.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): What is the
total value of international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia taken by the Minister
between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Veterans
1492.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): What is the
total value of chartered flights taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December 2014 and 15 September
2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.
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Veterans
1493.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): What is the
total value of domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by Ministerial staff between
4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Veterans
1494.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): What is the
total value of domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by Ministerial staff between
4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Veterans
1495.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): What is the
total value of international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia taken by Ministerial
staff between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.
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Education
1576.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Education): What
is the total value of chartered flights taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014 and 15 September
2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Zero.

Education
1577.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Education): What
is the total value of domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by the Minister between
4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
I am advised that information will be uploaded to the departmental website in due course.

Education
1578.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Education): What
is the total value of domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by the Minister between
4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
I am advised that information will be uploaded to the departmental website in due course.

Education
1579.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Education): What
is the total value of international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia taken by the
Minister between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Zero.

Education
1580.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Education): What
is the total value of chartered flights taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December 2014 and
15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Zero.
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Education
1581.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Education): What
is the total value of domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by Ministerial staff between
4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
I am advised that information will be uploaded to the departmental website in due course.

Education
1582.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Education): What
is the total value of domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by Ministerial staff between
4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
I am advised that information will be uploaded to the departmental website in due course.

Education
1583.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Education): What
is the total value of international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia taken by
Ministerial staff between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Zero.

Police
2114.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Boroondara-ED1, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Boroondara PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 1. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 1 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2115.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Manningham-ED1, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The Government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Manningham PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 1. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 1 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2116.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Monash-ED1, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
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What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Monash PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 1. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 1 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2117.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Whitehorse-ED1, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Whitehorse PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 1. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 1 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.
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Police
2118.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Knox-ED1, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Knox PSA is part of the Eastern Region, Division 1.
The figures for Eastern Region, Division 1 for 30 September 2015 are available at www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2119.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Maroondah-ED2, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Maroondah PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 2. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 2 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2120.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Yarra Ranges-ED2, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Yarra Ranges PSA is. part of the Eastern Region,
Division 2. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 2 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2121.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Benalla-ED3, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5066

COUNCIL

(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Benalla PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 3. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 3 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2122.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Greater Shepparton-ED3, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June
2015 and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Greater Shepparton PSA is part of the Eastern
Region, Division 3. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 3 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.
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Police
2123.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Mitchell-ED3, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police
in accordance with legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police
resourcing across the state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Mitchell PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 3. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 3 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2124.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Wangaratta-ED4, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Wangaratta PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 4. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 4 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2125.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Wodonga-ED4, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Wodonga PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 4. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 4 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (t), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2126.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Bass Coast-ED5, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
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What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Bass Coast PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 5. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 5 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (t), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria. Police resources.

Police
2127.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Baw Baw-ED5, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Baw Baw PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 5. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 5 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.
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2128.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA La Trobe-ED5, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. La Trobe PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 5. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 5 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (t), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources·.

Police
2129.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA East Gippsland-ED6, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015
and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Tuesday, 24 November 2015

COUNCIL

5071

The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. East Gippsland PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 6. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 6 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2130.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Wellington-ED6, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Wellington PSA is part of the Eastern Region,
Division 6. The figures for Eastern Region, Division 6 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2131.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Melbourne East-ND1, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015
and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
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What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police. in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Melbourne East PSA is part of the North West
Metro Region, Division 1. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 1 for 30 September 2015 are
available at www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (t), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2132.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Melbourne West-ND1, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015
and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Melbourne West PSA is part of the North West
Metro Region, Division 1. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 1 for 30 September 2015 are
available at www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.
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2133.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Yarra-ND1, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Yarra PSA is part of the North West Metro Region,
Division 1. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 1 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2134.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Hobsons Bay-ND2, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Hobsons Bay PSA is part of the North West Metro
Region, Division 2. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 2 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2135.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Maribyrnong-ND2, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Maribyrnong PSA is part of the North West Metro
Region, Division 2. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 2 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (t), (g), (h),b(i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2136.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Wyndham-ND2, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
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What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Wyndham PSA is part of the North West Metro
Region, Division 2. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 2 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (t), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2137.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Brimbank-ND3, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Brimbank PSA is part of the North West Metro
Region, Division 3. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 3 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (t), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5076

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

Police
2138.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Melton-ND3, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Melton PSA is part of the North West Metro
Region, Division 3. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 3 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (t), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2139.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Hume-ND4, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Hume PSA is part of the North West Metro Region,
Division 4. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 4 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (t), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2140.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Moonee Valley-ND4, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015
and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published oil the Victoria Police website. Moonee Valley PSA is part of the North West
Metro Region, Division 4. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 4 for 30 September 2015 are
available at www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (t), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2141.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Moreland-ND4, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
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(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
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What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Moreland PSA is part of the North West Metro
Region, Division 4. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 4 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (t), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2142.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Banyule-ND5, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Banyule PSA is part of the North West Metro
Region, Division 5. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 5 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.
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2143.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Darebin-ND5, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Darebin PSA is part of the North West Metro
Region, Division 5. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 5 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2144.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Nillumbik-ND5, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Nillumbik PSA is part of the North West Metro
Region, Division 5. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 5 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2145.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Whittlesea-ND5, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Whittlesea PSA is part of the North West Metro
Region, Division 5. The figures for North West Metro Region, Division 5 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2146.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Port Phillip-SD1, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
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What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Port Phillip PSA is part of the Southern Metro
Region Division 1. The figures for Southern Metro Region, Division 1 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (t), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2147.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Stonnington-SD1, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Stonnington PSA is part of the Southern Metro
Region, Division 1. The figures for Southern Metro Region, Division 1 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources
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Police
2148.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Glen Eira-SD2, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Glen Eira PSA is part of the Southern Metro
Region, Division 2. The figures for Southern Metro Region, Division 2 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2149.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Kingston-SD2, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Kingston PSA is part of the Southern Metro
Region, Division 2. The figures for Southern Metro Region, Division 2 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c),(d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2150.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Cardinia-SD3, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Cardinia PSA is part of the Southern Metro Region,
Division 3. The figures for Southern Metro Region, Division 3 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2151.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Casey-SD3, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
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(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
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What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Casey PSA is part of the Southern Metro Region,
Division 3. The figures for Southern Metro Region, Division 3 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources

Police
2152.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Greater Dandenong-SD3, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June
2015 and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Greater Dandenong PSA is part of the Southern
Metro Region, Division 3. The figures for Southern Metro Region, Division 3 for 30 September 2015 are available
at www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.
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2153.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Frankston-SD4, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Frankston PSA is part of the Southern Metro
Region, Division 4. The figures for Southern Metro Region, Division 4 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2154.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Mornington Peninsula-SD4, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June
2015 and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Mornington Peninsula PSA is part of the Southern
Metro Region, Division 4. The figures for Southern Metro Region, Division 4 for 30 September 2015 are available
at www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources

Police
2155.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Greater Geelong-WD1, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015
and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Greater Geelong PSA is part of the Western
Region, Division 1. The figures for Western Region, Division 1 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2156.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Surf Coast-WD1, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
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What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Surf Coast PSA is part of the Western Region,
Division 1. The figures for Western Region, Division 1 for 30. September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2157.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Southern Grampians-WD2, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June
2015 and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Southern Grampians PSA is part of the Western
Region, Division 2. The figures for Western Region, Division 2 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.
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2158.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Warrnambool-WD2, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015
and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Warrnambool PSA is part of Western Region,
Division 2. The figures for Western Region, Division 2 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2159.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Ballarat-WD3, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Ballarat PSA is part of Western Region, Division 3.
The figures for Western Region, Division 3 for 30 September 2015 are available at www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2160.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Moorabool-WD3, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Moorabool PSA is part of Western Region,
Division 3. The figures for Western Region, Division 3 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2161.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Horsham-WD4, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
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What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Horsham PSA is part of Western Region,
Division 4. The figures for Western Region, Division 4 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2162.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Northern Grampian-WD4, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June
2015 and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Northern Grampians PSA is part of Western
Region, Division 4. The figures for Western Region, Division 4 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b),(c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.
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Police
2163.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Campaspe-WD5, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Campaspe PSA is part of Western Region,
Division 5. The figures for Western Region, Division 5 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2164.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Central Goldfields-WD5, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June
2015 and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Central Goldfields PSA is part of Western Region,
Division 5. The figures for Western Region, Division 5 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2165.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Greater Bendigo-WD5, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015
and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Greater Bendigo PSA is part of Western Region,
Division 5. The figures for Western Region, Division 5 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2166.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Macedon Ranges-WD5, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015
and 30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
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What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Macedon Ranges PSA is part of Western Region,
Division 5. The figures for Western Region, Division 5 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Police
2167.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Mildura-WD6, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Mildura PSA is part of Western Region, Division 6.
The figures for Western Region, Division 6 for 30 September 2015 are available at www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.
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Police
2168.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to Victoria Police, PSA Swan Hill-WD6, as at each of 30 November 2014, 30 June 2015 and
30 September 2015 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

What was the total FTE number of police members allocated;
What was the total FTE number of police member vacancies;
What was the total FTE number of police members on WorkCover;
What was the total FTE number of police members on maternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on paternity leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on sick leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on personal/recreation leave;
What was the total FTE number of police members on leave without pay;
What was the total FTE number of police members on study leave; and
What was the total FTE number of police members on long service leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The deployment of police resources is a matter for the Chief Commissioner of Police in accordance with
legislation. The government will continue to consult with Victoria Police about overall police resourcing across the
state.
FTE data is regularly published on the Victoria Police website. Swan Hill PSA is part of Western Region,
Division 6. The figures for Western Region, Division 6 for 30 September 2015 are available at
www.police.vic.gov.au.
The provision of the requested information for questions (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) would involve the
unreasonable diversion of Victoria Police resources.

Families and children
2259.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Ararat office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2260.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Ararat office:
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2261.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Bairnsdale office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2262.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Bairnsdale office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2263.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Ballarat (Armstrong Street) office:
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2264.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Ballarat (Armstrong Street) office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2265.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Ballarat (State Government) office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2266.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Ballarat (State Government) office:
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2267.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Benalla office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2268.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Benalla office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2269.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Bendigo office:
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2270.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Bendigo office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2271.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Box Hill office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2272.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Box Hill office:
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2273.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Broadmeadows office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2274.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Broadmeadows office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2275.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Cheltenham office:
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2276.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Cheltenham office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2277.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Colac office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2278.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Colac office:
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2279.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Collingwood office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2280.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Collingwood office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2281.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Dandenong office:
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(a)
(b)
(c)

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2282.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Dandenong office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2283.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Echuca office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2284.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Echuca office:
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(a)
(b)
(c)

COUNCIL

5103

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2285.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Fitzroy office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2286.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Fitzroy office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2287.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Footscray office:
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(a)
(b)
(c)

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2288.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Footscray office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2289.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Frankston office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2290.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Frankston office:
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(a)
(b)
(c)
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2291.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Geelong office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2292.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Geelong office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2293.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Hamilton office:
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(a)
(b)
(c)

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2294.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Hamilton office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2295.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Horsham office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2296.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Horsham office:
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(a)
(b)
(c)
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2297.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Leongatha office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2298.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Leongatha office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2299.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Mildura office:
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(a)
(b)
(c)

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2300.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Mildura office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2301.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Morwell office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2302.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Morwell office:
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(a)
(b)
(c)
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2303.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Portland office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2304.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Portland office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2305.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Preston office:
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(a)
(b)
(c)

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2306.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Preston office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2307.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Richmond office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2308.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Richmond office:
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(c)
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2309.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Sale office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2310.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Sale office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2311.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Seymour office:
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(a)
(b)
(c)

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2312.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Seymour office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2313.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Shepparton office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2314.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Shepparton office:
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(a)
(b)
(c)
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2315.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Stawell office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2316.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Stawell office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2317.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Sunshine office:
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(a)
(b)
(c)

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2318.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Sunshine office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2319.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Swan Hill office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2320.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Swan Hill office:
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(a)
(b)
(c)
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2321.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Traralgon office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2322.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Traralgon office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2323.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Wangaratta office:
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(b)
(c)
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2324.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Wangaratta office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2325.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Warragul office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2326.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Warragul office:
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2327.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Warrnambool office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2328.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Warrnambool office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2329.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Wodonga office:
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How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 31 December 2014.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 31 December 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Families and children
2330.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to the Department of
Health and Human Services Wodonga office:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many full-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many part-time child protection practitioners were employed as at 30 June 2015.
How many child protection support workers were employed at 30 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Staff resources are recorded by division and cost centre which may not always align to a specific geographic
location.
Resources are managed by divisions which deploy staff according to demand and the provision of equitable access
to child protection practitioner staff.

Planning
2423.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister
for Planning): In relation to each department, agency and authority within the Minister’s administration,
for the period 1 January 2015 to 3 October 2015: How many public servants were appointed in the
above period that are being paid more than the base salary rate for Victorian Members of Parliament,
indicating their —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

classifications;
salary package;
position; and
responsibilities.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on staff numbers and VPS classifications is provided in the annual reports of departments, agencies
and authorities.

Training and skills
2437.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills: In relation to each department,
agency and authority within the Minister’s administration, for the period 1 January 2015 to 3 October
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2015: How many public servants were appointed in the above period that are being paid more than the
base salary rate for Victorian Members of Parliament, indicating their —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

classifications;
salary package;
position; and
responsibilities.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Information on staff numbers and VPS classifications is provided in the annual reports of departments, agencies
and authorities.

Emergency services
2463.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister
for Emergency Services): In relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training
courses or like events by each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for
the period 1 December 2014 to 16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
(f) taxis and hire cars; and
(g) other expenses.

(3)

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Sport
2475.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): In relation to
expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each
department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for the period 1 December 2014 to
16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
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purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
(f) taxis and hire cars; and
(g) other expenses.

(3)

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Consumer affairs, gaming and liquor regulation
2481.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister
for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation): In relation to expenditure on conferences,
seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each department, agency or authority within
the Minister’s administration for the period 1 December 2014 to 16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
(f) taxis and hire cars; and
(g) other expenses.

(3)

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Local government
2484.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister
for Local Government): In relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training
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courses or like events by each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for
the period 1 December 2014 to 16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
(f) taxis and hire cars; and
(g) other expenses.

(3)

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Aboriginal affairs
2485.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs): In relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training
courses or like events by each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for
the period 1 December 2014 to 16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
(f) taxis and hire cars; and
(g) other expenses.

(3)

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5122

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

Industrial relations
2486.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Industrial Relations):
In relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by
each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for the period 1 December
2014 to 16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
(f) taxis and hire cars; and
(g) other expenses.

(3)

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Environment, climate change and water
2489.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): In relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training
courses or like events by each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for
the period 1 December 2014 to 16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
(f) taxis and hire cars; and
(g) other expenses.

(3)

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Tuesday, 24 November 2015

COUNCIL

5123

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Police
2490.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each
department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for the period 1 December 2014 to
16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
(f) taxis and hire cars; and
(g) other expenses.

(3)

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Corrections
2491.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Corrections):
In relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by
each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for the period 1 December
2014 to 16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
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taxis and hire cars; and
other expenses.

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Attorney-General
2492.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney General): In
relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each
department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for the period 1 December 2014 to
16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
(f) taxis and hire cars; and
(g) other expenses.

(3)

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Racing
2493.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Racing): In
relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each
department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for the period 1 December 2014 to
16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
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accommodation;
entertainment;
meals and refreshments;
travel;
car hire;
taxis and hire cars; and
other expenses.

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Police
2540.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hoddle Street at the intersection of Hoddle Street and Victoria Street, Abbotsford.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2541.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Blackshaws Road at the intersection of Blackshaws Road and Millers Road, Altona
North.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2542.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Kooyong Road at the intersection of Kooyong Road and Dandenong Road,
Armadale.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2543.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Kooyong Road at the intersection of Kooyong Road and Malvern Road, Armadale.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2544.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Wells Road at the intersection of Wells Road and Palm Grove Boulevard, Aspendale
Gardens.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2545.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Wells Road at the intersection of Wells Road and Nurten Parade, Aspendale
Gardens.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2546.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hotham Street at the intersection of Hotham Street and Balaclava Road, St Kilda
East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2547.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Whitehorse Road at the intersection of Whitehorse Road and Burke Road, Balwyn.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2548.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Balwyn Road at the intersection of Balwyn Road and Whitehorse Road, Balwyn.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
How many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety cameras
located at Balwyn Road at the intersection of Balwyn Road and Whitehorse Road, Balwyn.
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2549.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Doncaster Road at the intersection of Doncaster Road and Gardenia Road, Balwyn
North.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2550.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Bayswater Road at the intersection of Bayswater Road and Mountain Highway,
Bayswater.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2551.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Scoresby Road at the intersection of Scoresby Road and Mountain Highway,
Bayswater.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2552.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Canterbury Road at the intersection of Canterbury Road and Bayswater Road,
Bayswater North.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2553.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Dorset Road at the intersection of Dorset Road and Canterbury Road, Bayswater
North.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2554.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Settlement Road at the intersection of Settlement Road and Torquay Road, Belmont.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2555.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at High Street at the intersection of High Street and Don Street, Bendigo.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2556.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Myrtle Street at the intersection of Myrtle Street and High Street, Bendigo.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2557.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Centre Road at the intersection of Centre Road and Warrigal Road, Bentleigh East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2558.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Whitehorse Road at the intersection of Whitehorse Road and Surrey Road,
Blackburn.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2559.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Elgar Road at the intersection of Elgar Road and Arnold Street, Box Hill.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Small business, innovation and trade
2579.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade: In relation to
the legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s
administration for the period 1 January to 7 October 2015:
(1)
(2)
(3)

what expenses were incurred;
what was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case; and
what are the names of legal counsel engaged.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

Expenditure on government legal expenses was previously publicly available in the Government Legal
Services Annual Report, which was last published in 2010. The former government ceased the publication of
this report in 2011.
The Department of Justice and Regulation is preparing an updated and abridged report on Government Legal
Services in relation to the previously unreported six year period 2009-2010 to 2014-2015. This report will be
published on the Department of Justice and Regulation website when it is finalised. The Government will
resume publication of the Report on Government Legal Services on an annual basis.

(2), (3)
To ascertain the purposes for engaging legal representation and the names of legal counsel engaged for every
matter involving government departments and portfolio agencies for the requested time period is not
appropriate due to the confidential nature of matters for which legal representation is required, and would also
be an unreasonable diversion of the government’s resources.

Planning
2580.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister
for Planning): In relation to the legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within
the Minister’s administration for the period 1 January to 7 October 2015:
(1)
(2)

what expenses were incurred;
what was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case; and
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what are the names of legal counsel engaged.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

Expenditure on government legal expenses was previously publicly available in the Government Legal
Services Annual Report, which was last published in 2010. The former government ceased the publication of
this report in 2011.
The Department of Justice and Regulation is preparing an updated and abridged report on Government Legal
Services in relation to the previously unreported six year period 2009-2010 to 2014-2015. This report will be
published on the Department of Justice and Regulation website when it is finalised. The Government will
resume publication of the Report on Government Legal Services on an annual basis.

(2), (3)
To ascertain the purposes for engaging legal representation and the names of legal counsel engaged for every
matter involving government departments and portfolio agencies for the requested time period is not
appropriate due to the confidential nature of matters for which legal representation is required, and would also
be unreasonable diversion of the government’s resources.

Sport
2596.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): In relation to
the legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within the minister’s administration
for period 1 January to 7 October 2015:
(1)
(2)
(3)

what expenses were incurred;
what was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case; and
what are the names of legal counsel engaged.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

Expenditure on government legal expenses was previously publicly available in the Government Legal
Services Annual Report, which was last published in 2010. The former government ceased the publication of
this report in 2011.
The Department of Justice and Regulation is preparing an updated and abridged report on Government Legal
Services in relation to the previously unreported six-year period 2009-2010 to 2014-2015. This report will be
published on the Department of Justice and Regulation website when it is finalised. The Government will
resume publication of the Report on Government Legal Services on an annual basis.

(2),(3)
To ascertain the purposes for engaging legal representation and the names of legal counsel engaged for every
matter involving government departments and portfolio. agencies for the requested time period is not
appropriate due to the confidential nature of matters for which legal representation is required, and would also
be an unreasonable diversion of the government’s resources.

Sport
2597.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): In relation
to the legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s
administration for the period 1 January to 7 October 2015:
(1)

what expenses were incurred;
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what was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case; and
what are the names of legal counsel engaged.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

Expenditure on government legal expenses was previously publicly available in the Government Legal
Services Annual Report, which was last published in 2010. The former government ceased the publication of
this report in 2011.
The Department of Justice and Regulation is preparing an updated and abridged report on Government Legal
Services in relation to the previously unreported six-year period 2009-2010 to 2014-2015. This report will be
published on the Department of Justice and Regulation website when it is finalised. The Government will
resume publication of the Report on Government Legal Services on an annual basis.

(2),(3)
To ascertain the purposes for engaging legal representation and the names of legal counsel engaged for every
matter involving government departments and portfolio agencies for the requested time period is not
appropriate due to the confidential nature of matters for which legal representation is required, and would also
be an unreasonable diversion of the government’s resources.

Police
2603.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): In
relation to the legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s
administration for the period 1 January to 7 October 2015:
(1)
(2)
(3)

what expenses were incurred;
what was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case; and
what are the names of legal counsel engaged.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(1)

Expenditure on government legal expenses was previously publicly available in the Government Legal
Services Annual Report, which was last published in 2010. The former government ceased the publication of
this report in 2011.
The Department of Justice and Regulation is preparing an updated and abridged report on Government Legal
Services in relation to the previously unreported six-year period 2009-2010 to 2014-2015. This report will be
published on the Department of Justice and Regulation website when it is finalised. The Government will
resume publication of the Report on Government Legal Services on an annual basis.

(2), (3)
To ascertain the purposes for engaging legal ·representation and the names of legal counsel engaged for every
matter involving government departments and portfolio agencies for the requested time period is not
appropriate due to the confidential nature of matters for which legal representation is required, and would also
be an unreasonable diversion of the government’s resources.

Corrections
2604.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Corrections):
In relation to the legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s
administration for the period 1 January to 7 October 2015:
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what expenses were incurred;
what was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case; and
what are the names of legal counsel engaged.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(1)

Expenditure on government legal expenses was previously publicly available in the Government Legal
Services Annual Report, which was last published in 2010. The former government ceased the publication of
this report in 2011.
The Department of Justice and Regulation is preparing an updated and abridged report on Government Legal
Services in relation to the previously unreported six-year period 2009-2010 to 2014-2015. This report will be
published on the Department of Justice and Regulation website when it is finalised. The Government will
resume publication of the Report on Government Legal Services on an annual basis.

(2),(3)
To ascertain the purposes for engaging legal representation and the names of legal counsel engaged for every
matter involving government departments and portfolio agencies for the requested time period is not
appropriate due to the confidential nature of matters for which legal representation is required, and would also
be an unreasonable diversion of the government’s resources.

Consumer affairs, gaming and liquor regulation
2610.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister
for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation): In relation to the legal expenses incurred by
each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for the period 1 January to
7 October 2015:
(1)
(2)
(3)

what expenses were incurred;
what was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case; and
what are the names of legal counsel engaged.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(1)

Expenditure on government legal expenses was previously publicly available in the Government Legal
Services Annual Report, which was last published in 2010. The former government ceased the publication of
this report in 2011.
The Department of Justice and Regulation is preparing an updated and abridged report on Government Legal
Services in relation to the previously unreported six-year period 2009-2010 to 2014-2015. This report will be
published on the Department of Justice and Regulation website when it is finalised. The Government will
resume publication of the Report on Government Legal Services on an annual basis.

(2), (3)
To ascertain the purposes for engaging legal representation and the names of legal counsel engaged for every
matter involving government departments and portfolio agencies for the requested time period is not
appropriate due to the confidential nature of matters for which legal representation is required, and would also
be an unreasonable diversion of the government’s resources.
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Emergency services
2611.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister
for Emergency Services): In relation to the legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or
authority within the Minister’s administration for the period 1 January to 7 October 2015:
(1)
(2)
(3)

what expenses were incurred;
what was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case; and
what are the names of legal counsel engaged.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:.
(1)

Expenditure on government legal expenses was previously publicly available in the Government Legal
Services Annual Report, which was last published in 2010. The former government ceased the publication of
this report in 2011.
The Department of Justice and Regulation is preparing an updated and abridged report on Government Legal
Services in relation to the previously unreported six-year period 2009-2010 to 2014-2015. This report will be
published on the Department of Justice and Regulation website when it is finalised. The Government will
resume publication of the Report on Government Legal Services on an annual basis.

(2), (3)
To ascertain the purposes for engaging legal representation and the names of legal counsel engaged for every
matter involving government departments and portfolio agencies for the requested time period is not
appropriate due to the confidential nature of matters for which legal representation is required, and would also
be an unreasonable diversion of the government’s resources.

Families and children
2617.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: How many council operated
kindergartens or community kindergartens have asbestos within their structures.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
As these kindergartens are owned by other parties, the Department of Education and Training does not collect or
keep this information.

Families and children
2618.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: What action has the Andrews
Government taken to give assistance to kindergartens that are found to have asbestos or continue to
have buildings that have asbestos in them.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The vast majority of kindergartens are not owned by the Department of Education and Training. The responsibility
for their maintenance and for ensuring that occupational health and safety legislation and regulations are met is
borne by their operators. While the Department does not collect or keep this information, it does provide some
advice and support to kindergartens on their legislative requirements.
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In some cases, a school may operate a kindergarten on its site, or a kindergarten may own or lease facilities on
Department land. Where the Department is the asset owner, it is the Department’s responsibility to manage
asbestos present in the buildings as per the Occupational Health and Safety Act (2004).
The Department has an asset base of over 1500 Victorian government schools. As the owner had operator of the
asset base, the Department has responsibility for the safe management and maintenance of these buildings. This
includes managing hazardous materials such as asbestos.
In the 2015-16 State Budget, the Government provided $42 million as part of an extensive $100 million
asbestos-removal program. This program represents the first phase in our commitment to remove asbestos from our
schools.
The program will involve a state-wide audit to identify and prioritise those school buildings containing asbestos,
remove all hazards posing an immediate risk, and retire asbestos-containing relocatable classrooms.

Public transport
2619.

MS DUNN — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Public Transport): In relation to
the Level Crossing Removal Authority jacket worn by the Minister at a public announcement on
15 September 2015:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

how much did the jackets cost to be produced;
how many of these jackets were produced;
for what purpose were they produced; and
who received these jackets.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
(1)

The Level Crossing Removal Authority (LXRA) branded jackets cost $75 each.

(2)

A total of 50 LXRA branded jackets were produced.

(3)

Keeping communities informed about construction and consulting on potential local impacts is vital for the
delivery of the level crossing removal project. LXRA staff work closely with the community through
attendance at community information sessions and forums, which often take place in early mornings or
evenings at public locations such as station platforms or shopping strips. The LXRA branded jackets are worn
to ensure staff are easily recognisable to the public at these sessions and forums which have attracted up to
500 people.
The LXRA branded jackets ensure LXRA staff look professional while facing the public and representing the
Government.

(4)

Various staff at the LXRA receive these jackets to use at external events including media conferences,
community information sessions and forums.
There are a number of jackets shared.

Police
2620.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Whitehorse Road at the intersection of Whitehorse Road and Elgar Road, Box Hill.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2621.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Station Street at the intersection of Station Street and Thames Street, Box Hill.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2622.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Canterbury Road at the intersection of Canterbury Road and Station Street, Box Hill.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
How many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety cameras
located at Canterbury Road at the intersection of Canterbury Road and Station Street, Box Hill.
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2623.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Middleborough Road at the intersection of Middleborough Road and Eastern
Freeway, Box Hill North.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
How many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety cameras
located at Middleborough Road at the intersection of Middleborough Road and Eastern Freeway, Box Hill North.
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2624.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Springvale Road at the intersection of Springvale Road and Lower Dandenong
Road, Braeside.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2625.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Duke Street at the intersection of Duke Street and Ballarat Road, Braybrook.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2626.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Bay Street at the intersection of Bay Street and St Kilda Street, Brighton.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2627.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Thomas Street at the intersection of Thomas Street and North Road, Brighton East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2628.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Nepean Highway at the intersection of Nepean Highway and Centre Road, Brighton
East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2629.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Nicholson Street at the intersection of Nicholson Street and Glenlyon Road,
Brunswick.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2630.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Melville Road at the intersection of Melville Road and Albion Street, Brunswick
West.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2631.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Warrigal Road at the intersection of Warrigal Road and Highbury Road, Burwood.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2632.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Burwood Highway at the intersection of Burwood Highway and Blackburn Road,
Burwood East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2633.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Glen Iris Road at the intersection of Glen Iris Road and Toorak Road, Camberwell.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2634.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Seymour Grove at the intersection of Seymour Grove and Camberwell Road,
Camberwell.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
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The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2635.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Toorak Road at the intersection of Toorak Road and Burke Road, Camberwell.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2636.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Sydney Road at the intersection of Sydney Road and Barry Road, Campbellfield.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2637.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hume Highway at the intersection of Hume Highway and Somerton Road,
Campbellfield.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2638.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Victoria Parade at the intersection of Victoria Parade and Nicholson Street, Carlton.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2639.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Victoria Street at the intersection of Victoria Street and Swanston Street, Carlton.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2640.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Street at the intersection of Princes Street and Rathdowne Street, Carlton.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2641.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Nicholson Street at the intersection of Nicholson Street and Princes Street, Carlton.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2642.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Nicholson Street at the intersection of Nicholson Street and Elgin Street, Carlton.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2643.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hall Road at the intersection of Hall Road and Dandenong-Frankston Road, Carrum
Downs.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2644.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Glen Eira Road at the intersection of Glen Eira Road and Kooyong Road, Caulfield.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2645.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Dandenong Road at the intersection of Dandenong Road and Orrong Road, Caulfield
North.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2646.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
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cameras located at Hawthorn Road at the intersection of Hawthorn Road and Inkerman Road, Caulfield
North.
ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2647.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Balaclava Road at the intersection of Balaclava Road and Kooyong Road, Caulfield
North.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2648.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Glen Eira Road at the intersection of Glen Eira Road and Kooyong Road, Caulfield
North.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2649.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Warrigal Road at the intersection of Warrigal Road and Batesford Road, Chadstone.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2650.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Warrigal Road at the intersection of Warrigal Road and Batesford Road, Chadstone.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2651.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Park Road at the intersection of Park Road and Charman Road, Cheltenham.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2652.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Warrigal Road at the intersection of Warrigal Road and Centre Dandenong Road,
Cheltenham.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2653.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at CityLink, Burnley Tunnel approximately 430 metres after tunnel entrance,
Southbank.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2654.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at CityLink, Burnley Tunnel approximately 2140 metres after tunnel entrance,
Cremorne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2655.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at CityLink, Domain Tunnel approximately 725m after tunnel entrance, Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2656.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at CityLink, Domain Tunnel, Southbank, approximately 1195 after tunnel entrance,
Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2657.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Centre Road at the intersection of Centre Road and Buckland Street, Clayton.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2658.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at North Road at the intersection of North Road and Clayton Road, Clayton.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2659.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Wellington Road at the intersection of Wellington Road and Blackburn Road,
Clayton.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2660.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Centre Road at the intersection of Centre Road and Springs Road, Clayton South.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
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The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2661.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Gaffney Street at the intersection of Gaffney Street and Sydney Road, Coburg.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2662.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Munro Street at the intersection of Munro Street and Sydney Road, Coburg.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2663.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Johnston Street at the intersection of Johnston Street and Wellington Street,
Collingwood.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2664.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hoddle Street at the intersection of Hoddle Street and Johnston Street, Collingwood.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2665.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Pascoe Vale Road at the intersection of Pascoe Vale Road and Reservoir Drive,
Coolaroo.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2666.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Highway at the intersection of Princes Highway and Purnell Road, Corio.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2667.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at South Gippsland Highway at the intersection of South Gippsland Highway and
Thompsons Road, Cranbourne North.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2668.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Mt Dandenong Road at the intersection of Mt Dandenong Road and Dorset Road,
Croydon.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2669.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Barry Road at the intersection of Barry Road and King Street, Dallas.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for roadworks and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2670.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Lonsdale Street at the intersection of Lonsdale Street and Webster Street,
Dandenong.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2671.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Foster Street at the intersection of Foster Street and McCrae Street, Dandenong.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2672.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Highway at the intersection of Princes Highway and Gladstone Road,
Dandenong.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2673.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Stud Road at the intersection of Stud Road and Heatherton Road, Dandenong.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2674.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Gladstone Road at the intersection of Gladstone Road and Heatherton Road,
Dandenong North.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2675.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Williamsons Road at the intersection of Williamsons Road and Doncaster Road,
Doncaster.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2676.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Victoria Street at the intersection of Victoria Street and Doncaster Road, Doncaster.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2677.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Heatherton Road at the intersection of Heatherton Road and Monash Freeway,
Doveton.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
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The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2678.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Lane 1, 2 and 3 Hoddle Street at the intersection of Hoddle Street and Victoria
Parade, East Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2679.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Lane 4 and 5, Hoddle Street at the intersection of Hoddle Street and Victoria Parade,
East Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2680.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Nicholson Street at the intersection of Nicholson Street and Victoria Parade, East
Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2681.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Nicholson Street at the intersection of Nicholson Street and Albert Street, East
Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2682.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hoddle Street at the intersection of Hoddle Street and Wellington Parade, East
Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2683.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at EastLink, Mullum Mullum Tunnel, approximately 600m prior to tunnel exit,
Donvale.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2684.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at EastLink, Melba Tunnel, approximately 500m prior to tunnel exit, Donvale.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2685.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at EastLink Southbound, Dandenong Bypass Bridge, Keysborough.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2686.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at EastLink Northbound, Dandenong Bypass Bridge, Keysborough.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2687.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at EastLink Southbound, Wellington Road Bridge, Rowville.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2688.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at EastLink Northbound, Wellington Road Bridge, Rowville.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2689.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Ogilvie Avenue at the intersection of Ogilvie Avenue and High Street, Echuca.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2690.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Heatherton Road at the intersection of Heatherton Road and Monash Freeway,
Endeavour Hills.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2691.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Highway at the intersection of Princes Highway and South Gippsland
Freeway, Eumemmerring.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2692.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Heidelberg Road at the intersection of Heidelberg Road and Station Street, Fairfield.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2693.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Burwood Highway at the intersection of Burwood Highway and Brenock Park
Drive, Ferntree Gully.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2694.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Alexandra Parade at the intersection of Alexandra Parade and Brunswick Street,
Fitzroy.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2695.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Alexandra Parade at the intersection of Alexandra Parade and Smith Street, Fitzroy
North.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2696.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Alexandra Parade at the intersection of Alexandra Parade and George Street, Fitzroy
North.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2697.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Gordon Street at the intersection of Gordon Street and Barkly Street, Footscray.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2698.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Geelong Road at the intersection of Geelong Road and Droop Street, Footscray.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2699.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Nepean Highway at the intersection of Nepean Highway and Davey Street,
Frankston.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2700.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Frankston Freeway off ramp at the intersection of Frankston Freeway off ramp and
Dandenong-Frankston Road, Seaford.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
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The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2701.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Dandenong-Frankston Road at the intersection of Dandenong-Frankston Road and
Skye Road, Frankston.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2702.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Latrobe Terrace at the intersection of Latrobe Terrace and Myers Street, Geelong.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2703.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Thompson Road at the intersection of Thompson Road and Separation Street,
Geelong North.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2704.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Church Street at the intersection of Church Street and Shannon Avenue, Geelong
West.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2705.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at High Street at the intersection of High Street and Summerhill Road, Glen Iris.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2706.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Springvale Road at the intersection of Springvale Road and High Street Road, Glen
Waverley.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2707.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Waverley Road at the intersection of Waverley Road and Blackburn Road, Glen
Waverley.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2708.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Greensborough Highway at the intersection of Greensborough Highway and
Grimshaw Street, Greensborough.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2709.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Highway at the intersection of Princes Highway and Pioneer Road,
Grovedale.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2710.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Highway at the intersection of Princes Highway and Fitzgerald Road,
Hallam.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2711.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hallam Road at the intersection of Hallam Road and Fordholm Road, Hampton
Park.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2712.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Glenferrie Road at the intersection of Glenferrie Road and Burwood Road,
Hawthorn.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2713.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Barkers Road at the intersection of Barkers Road and Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2714.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Nepean Highway at the intersection of Nepean Highway and Karen Street, Highett.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2715.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Nepean Highway at the intersection of Nepean Highway and Highett Road, Highett.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2716.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Nepean Highway at the intersection of Nepean Highway and Highett Road, Highett.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2717.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hume Freeway, Northbound Mount Fraser, Beveridge.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2718.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hume Freeway, Southbound Mount Fraser, Beveridge.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2719.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hume Freeway, Northbound 101m south of Broadford-Flowerdale Road, Broadford.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2720.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hume Freeway, Southbound 109m south of Broadford-Flowerdale Road, Broadford.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2721.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hume Freeway, Southbound 65m south of Amaroo Road, Craigieburn.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2722.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hume Freeway, Northbound 66m south of Amaroo Road, Craigieburn.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2723.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hume Freeway, Northbound 65m south of O’Herns Road, Epping.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2724.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hume Freeway, Southbound 60m south of O’Herns Road, Epping.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2725.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hume Freeway, Northbound Station Street, Wallan East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2726.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Hume Freeway, Southbound Station Street, Wallan East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2727.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Loddon Valley Highway at the intersection of Loddon Valley Highway and Calder
Highway, Ironbark.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2728.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Macauley Road at the intersection of Macauley Road and Stubbs Street, Kensington.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2729.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Epsom Road at the intersection of Epsom Road and Smithfield Road, Kensington.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5176

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2730.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Chandler Highway at the intersection of Chandler Highway and Eastern Freeway,
Kew.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2731.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Charles Street at the intersection of Charles Street and Cotham Road, Kew.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2732.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Denmark Street at the intersection of Denmark Street and High Street South, Kew.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2733.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Denmark Street at the intersection of Denmark Street and Barkers Road, Kew.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2734.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Glenferrie Road at the intersection of Glenferrie Road and Wellington Street, Kew.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2735.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Harp Road at the intersection of Harp Road and Burke Road, Kew East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2736.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Burke Road at the intersection of Burke Road and Old Burke Road, Kew East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2737.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Cheltenham Road at the intersection of Cheltenham Road and Springvale Road,
Keysborough.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2738.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Canterbury Road at the intersection of Canterbury Road and Colchester Road,
Kilsyth South.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2739.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Geelong Street at the intersection of Geelong Street and Geelong Road, Kingsville.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2740.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Sturt Street at the intersection of Sturt Street and Gillies Street, Lake Gardens.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2741.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
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cameras located at Maroondah Highway, approximately 100 metres West of Hutchinson Street,
Lilydale.
ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2742.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at South Gippsland Highway at the intersection of South Gippsland Highway and
Lynbrook Boulevard, Lynbrook.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2743.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Ashley Street at the intersection of Ashley Street and Churchill Avenue, Maidstone.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2744.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Ballarat Road at the intersection of Ballarat Road and Churchill Avenue, Maidstone.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2745.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Ballarat Road at the intersection of Ballarat Road and Ashley Street, Maidstone.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2746.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Highway at the intersection of Princes Highway and Belgrave Road,
Malvern East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2747.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Dandenong Road at the intersection of Dandenong Road and Warrigal Road,
Malvern East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2748.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at St Kilda Road at the intersection of St Kilda Road and Union Street, Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2749.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Elizabeth Street at the intersection of Elizabeth Street and La Trobe Street,
Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2750.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Elizabeth Street at the intersection of Elizabeth Street and Victoria Street,
Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2751.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at William Street at the intersection of William Street and Flinders Street, Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2752.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Flinders Street at the intersection of Flinders Street and William Street, Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
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The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2753.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at St Kilda Road at the intersection of St Kilda Road and Kings Way, Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2754.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Punt Road at the intersection of Punt Road and Commercial Road, Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2755.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Swan Street at the intersection of Swan Street and Batman Avenue, Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
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The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2756.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Exhibition Street at the intersection of Exhibition Street and Victoria Street,
Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2757.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Nepean Highway at the intersection of Nepean Highway and Warrigal Road,
Mentone.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2758.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Midland Highway, Eastbound at Bagshot level crossing 40m west of Peatings Road,
Bagshot.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2759.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Midland Highway, Westbound at Bagshot level crossing 40m west of Peatings Road,
Bagshot.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2760.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Fifteenth Street at the intersection of Fifteenth Street and San Mateo Avenue,
Mildura.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2761.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Monash Freeway, Northbound approximately 290m south of High Street, Glen Iris.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2762.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Monash Freeway, Southbound approximately 470m south of High Street, Glen Iris.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2763.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Maribyrnong Road at the intersection of Maribyrnong Road and Mt Alexander
Road, Moonee Ponds.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2764.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
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cameras located at Nepean Highway at the intersection of Nepean Highway and Bungower Road,
Mornington.
ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2765.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Nepean Highway at the intersection of Nepean Highway and Main Street,
Mornington.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2766.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Blackburn Road at the intersection of Blackburn Road and High Street, Mount
Waverley.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2767.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Blackburn Road at the intersection of Blackburn Road and Monash Freeway, Mount
Waverley.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2768.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Highbury Road at the intersection of Highbury Road and Huntingdale Road, Mount
Waverley.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2769.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Waverley Road at the intersection of Waverley Road and Blackburn Road, Mount
Waverley.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2770.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at High Street Road at the intersection of High Street Road and Huntingdale Road,
Mount Waverley.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2771.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at High Street at the intersection of High Street and Stephensons Road, Mount
Waverley.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2772.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Springvale Road at the intersection of Springvale Road and Wellington Road,
Mulgrave.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
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The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2773.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Highway at the intersection of Princes Highway and Webb Street, Narre
Warren.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2774.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Shannon Avenue at the intersection of Shannon Avenue and Noble Street, Newtown.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2775.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Shannon Avenue at the intersection of Shannon Avenue and Aphrasia Street,
Newtown.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2776.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Heatherton Road at the intersection of Heatherton Road and Corrigan Road, Noble
Park.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2777.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Lightwood Road at the intersection of Lightwood Road and Corrigan Road, Noble
Park.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2778.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Highway at the intersection of Princes Highway and Elonera Road, Noble
Park North.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2779.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at The Boulevard at the intersection of The Boulevard and Melbourne Road, Norlane.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2780.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Highway at the intersection of Princes Highway and Sparks Road, Norlane.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2781.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
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cameras located at Royal Parade at the intersection of Royal Parade and Cemetery Road West, Carlton
North.
ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2782.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Murray Road at the intersection of Murray Road and Elizabeth Street, North Coburg.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2783.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at St Georges Road at the intersection of St Georges Road and Arthurton Road,
Northcote.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2784.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Maroondah Highway at the intersection of Maroondah Highway and Springvale
Road, Nunawading.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2785.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Warrigal Road at the intersection of Warrigal Road and North Road, Oakleigh.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2786.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Ferntree Gully Road at the intersection of Ferntree Gully Road and Clayton Road,
Oakleigh.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2787.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Highway at the intersection of Princes Highway and Huntingdale Road,
Oakleigh East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2788.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Dandenong Road at the intersection of Dandenong Road and Clayton Road,
Oakleigh East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2789.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Centre Road at the intersection of Centre Road and Huntingdale Road, Oakleigh
South.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
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The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2790.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Flemington Road at the intersection of Flemington Road and Gatehouse Street,
Parkville.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2791.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Cemetery Road West at the intersection of Cemetery Road West and Royal Parade,
Parkville.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2792.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Royal Parade at the intersection of Royal Parade and Gatehouse Street, Parkville.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2793.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Sussex Street at the intersection of Sussex Street and O’Hea Street, Pascoe Vale
South.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2794.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Peninsula Link Freeway and Skye Road Bridge Northbound, Frankston.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2795.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Peninsula Link Freeway and Skye Road Bridge Northbound, Frankston.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2796.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Peninsula Link Freeway and Skye Road Bridge Southbound, Frankston.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2797.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Peninsula Link Freeway and Skye Road Bridge Southbound, Frankston.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2798.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5200

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

cameras located at Peninsula Link Freeway and Mornington-Tyabb Road Bridge Southbound,
Moorooduc.
ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2799.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Peninsula Link Freeway and Loders Road Bridge Northbound, Moorooduc.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2800.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Peninsula Link Freeway and Eramosa Road West Bridge Northbound, Moorooduc.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2801.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Peninsula Link Freeway and Eramosa Road West Bridge Northbound, Moorooduc.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2802.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Peninsula Link Freeway and Eramosa Road West Bridge Southbound, Moorooduc.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2803.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Peninsula Link Freeway and Eramosa Road West Bridge Southbound, Moorooduc.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2804.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Peninsula Link Freeway and Mornington-Tyabb Road Bridge Southbound,
Moorooduc.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2805.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Peninsula Link Freeway and Loders Road Bridge Northbound, Moorooduc.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2806.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Punt Road at the intersection of Punt Road and High Street, Prahran.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2807.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Bell Street at the intersection of Bell Street and Plenty Road, Preston.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2808.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Bell Street at the intersection of Bell Street and St Georges Road, Preston.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2809.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Albert Street at the intersection of Albert Street and Gower Street, Preston.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2810.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Gilbert Road at the intersection of Gilbert Road and Bell Street, Preston.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2811.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Gilbert Road at the intersection of Gilbert Road and Murray Road, Preston.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2812.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Freeway, Forsyth Road Bridge, Geelong Bound, Point Cook.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2813.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Freeway, Forsyth Road Bridge, Melbourne Bound, Williams Landing.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2814.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Freeway, Avalon Road Bridge, Geelong Bound, Avalon.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2815.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Freeway, Avalon Road Bridge, Melbourne Bound, Lara.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2816.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Freeway, Point Wilson Road Bridge, Geelong Bound, Point Wilson.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2817.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Princes Freeway, Point Wilson Road Bridge, Melbourne Bound, Little River.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2818.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Ringwood Street at the intersection of Ringwood Street and Maroondah Highway,
Ringwood.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2819.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Stud Road at the intersection of Stud Road and Wellington Road, Rowville.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2820.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at York Street at the intersection of York Street and MacArthur Street, Sale.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2821.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Stud Road at the intersection of Stud Road and Ferntree Gully Road, Scoresby.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2822.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Wyndham Street at the intersection of Wyndham Street and High Street, Shepparton.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2823.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Latrobe Terrace at the intersection of Latrobe Terrace and Fyans Street, South
Geelong.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2824.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Moorabool Street at the intersection of Moorabool Street and Fyans Street, South
Geelong.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
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The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2825.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Kings Way at the intersection of Kings Way and Park Street, South Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2826.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at City Road at the intersection of City Road and Montague Street, South Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2827.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Alexandra Avenue at the intersection of Alexandra Avenue and Church Street, South
Yarra.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2828.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Punt Road at the intersection of Punt Road and Toorak Road, South Yarra.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2829.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Alma Road at the intersection of Alma Road and Chapel Street, St Kilda.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2830.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at St Kilda Road at the intersection of St Kilda Road and Fitzroy Street, St Kilda.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2831.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Dandenong Road at the intersection of Dandenong Road and Chapel Street, St Kilda.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2832.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Fitzroy Street at the intersection of Fitzroy Street and Lakeside Drive, St Kilda.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2833.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Barkly Street at the intersection of Barkly Street and Carlisle Street, St Kilda.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2834.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Brighton Road at the intersection of Brighton Road and Glen Eira Road, St Kilda
East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2835.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Glen Eira Road at the intersection of Glen Eira Road and Hotham Street, St Kilda
East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2836.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Pascoe Vale Road at the intersection of Pascoe Vale Road and Peck Avenue,
Strathmore.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2837.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Mont Albert Road at the intersection of Mont Albert Road and Union Road, Surrey
Hills.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2838.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Union Road at the intersection of Union Road and Mont Albert Road, Surrey Hills.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2839.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
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cameras located at Canterbury Road at the intersection of Canterbury Road and Warrigal Road, Surrey
Hills.
ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2840.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Kings Road at the intersection of Kings Road and Melton Highway, Taylors Lakes.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2841.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Manningham Road at the intersection of Manningham Road and Macedon Road,
Templestowe Lower.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2842.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at High Street at the intersection of High Street and Verene Avenue, Templestowe
Lower.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2843.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Mahoneys Road at the intersection of Mahoneys Road and High Street,
Thomastown.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2844.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at St Georges Road at the intersection of St Georges Road and Normanby Avenue,
Thornbury.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5216

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2845.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at St Georges Road at the intersection of St Georges Road and Normanby Avenue,
Thornbury.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2846.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Burwood Highway at the intersection of Burwood Highway and Springvale Road,
Vermont South.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2847.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Boronia Road at the intersection of Boronia Road and Wantirna Road, Wantirna.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2848.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Mountain Highway at the intersection of Mountain Highway and Wantirna Road,
Wantirna.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2849.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at High Street Road at the intersection of High Street Road and Stud Road, Wantirna
South.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2850.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Burwood Highway at the intersection of Burwood Highway and Stud Road,
Wantirna South.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2851.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Raglan Parade at the intersection of Raglan Parade and Mahoneys Road,
Warrnambool.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2852.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Greensborough Highway at the intersection of Greensborough Highway and
Grimshaw Street, Watsonia.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2853.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Grimshaw Street at the intersection of Grimshaw Street and Macorna Street,
Watsonia North.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2854.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at West Gate Freeway, Millers Road Gantry, Geelong Bound, Altona North.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2855.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at King Street at the intersection of King Street and Hawke Street, West Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2856.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Peel Street at the intersection of Peel Street and Victoria Street, West Melbourne.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2857.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Latrobe Street at the intersection of Latrobe Street and Spencer Street, West
Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2858.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Spencer Street at the intersection of Spencer Street and Dudley Street, West
Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.
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Police
2859.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Western Ring Road, Southbound Western Highway North Side Gantry, Ardeer.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2860.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Western Ring Road, Northbound Western Highway Off Ramp/South Side Gantry,
Deer Park.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2861.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Western Ring Road, Glenroy, Westbound, approximately 600 metres West of
Sydney Road.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
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I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2862.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Western Ring Road, Eastbound West of Sydney Road, Broadmeadows.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2863.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Western Ring Road, Northbound Keilor Park Drive Bridge, Keilor East.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2864.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Western Ring Road, Northbound Boundary Road South Side Gantry, Laverton
North.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
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You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2865.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Western Ring Road, Southbound Boundary Road, North Side Gantry, Sunshine
West.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2866.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Lincoln Causeway at the intersection of Lincoln Causeway and Hume Highway
ramp, Wodonga.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2867.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Somerville Road at the intersection of Somerville Road and Geelong Road,
Yarraville.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Police
2868.

MR O’DONOHUE — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): How
many fines were imposed in each month from January to September 2015 at the fixed road safety
cameras located at Williamstown Road at the intersection of Williamstown Road and Somerville Road,
Yarraville.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I am informed that the statistical information you have requested for the sites listed for each month from January to
June 2015 is available on the Cameras Save Lives website.
The period July to September 2015 will be available on Cameras Save Lives website in the future.
You can access the statistics by visiting www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au.
I note that 100 per cent of the money from camera fines is allocated to the Better Roads Victoria Trust Account and
the funds used for road works and road safety improvements for all road users.

Ambulance services
3251.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Ambulance
Services): What is the total dollar amount that Ambulance Victoria spent on advertising with Facebook
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Ambulance services
3252.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Ambulance
Services): What is the total dollar amount that Ambulance Victoria spent on advertising with Twitter for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Ambulance services
3253.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Ambulance
Services): What is the total dollar amount that Ambulance Victoria spent on advertising in any suburban
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Ambulance services
3254.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Ambulance
Services): What is the total dollar amount that Ambulance Victoria spent on advertising in any regional
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3343.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Country Fire Authority spent on
advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3344.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Country Fire Authority spent on
advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3345.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Country Fire Authority spent on
advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3346.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Country Fire Authority spent on
advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3347.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Emergency Services
Telecommunications Authority spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between and
including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3348.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Emergency Services
Telecommunications Authority spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3349.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Emergency Services
Telecommunications Authority spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3350.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Emergency Services
Telecommunications Authority spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between
and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3351.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Fire Services Museum spent on
advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3352.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Fire Services Museum spent on
advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3353.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Fire Services Museum spent on
advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3354.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Fire Services Museum spent on
advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3355.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian State Emergency Service
Authority spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3356.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian State Emergency Service
Authority spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Emergency services
3357.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian State Emergency Service
Authority spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Emergency services
3358.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister for
Emergency Services): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian State Emergency Service
Authority spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Police
3499.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): What is
the total dollar amount that Victoria Police spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between
and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Police
3500.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): What is
the total dollar amount that Victoria Police spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between
and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Police
3501.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): What is
the total dollar amount that Victoria Police spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Police
3502.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): What is
the total dollar amount that Victoria Police spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Police
3503.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): What is
the total dollar amount that the Victoria Police Museum spent on advertising with Facebook for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Police
3504.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): What is
the total dollar amount that the Victoria Police Museum spent on advertising with Twitter for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Police
3505.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): What is
the total dollar amount that the Victoria Police Museum spent on advertising in any suburban
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Police
3506.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Minister for Police): What is
the total dollar amount that the Victoria Police Museum spent on advertising in any regional newspaper
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Sport
3531.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
dollar amount that the State Netball Hockey Centre spent on advertising with Facebook for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Sport
3532.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
dollar amount that the State Netball Hockey Centre spent on advertising with Twitter for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Sport
3533.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
dollar amount that the State Netball Hockey Centre spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Sport
3534.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
dollar amount that the State Netball Hockey Centre spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Sport
3535.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
dollar amount that the Victorian Institute of Sport spent on advertising with Facebook for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Sport
3536.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
dollar amount that the Victorian Institute of Sport spent on advertising with Twitter for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Sport
3537.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
dollar amount that the Victorian Institute of Sport spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Sport
3538.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Sport): What is the total
dollar amount that the Victorian Institute of Sport spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3539.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Barwon Water spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Environment, climate change and water
3540.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Barwon Water spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3541.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Barwon Water spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3542.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Barwon Water spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3543.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Bushfires Royal Commission
Implementation Monitor spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3544.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Bushfires Royal Commission
Implementation Monitor spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Environment, climate change and water
3545.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Bushfires Royal Commission
Implementation Monitor spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and
including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3546.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Bushfires Royal Commission
Implementation Monitor spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and
including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3547.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Catchment Management Authorities spent
on advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September
2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3548.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Catchment Management Authorities spent
on advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3549.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Catchment Management Authorities spent
on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Environment, climate change and water
3550.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Catchment Management Authorities spent
on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3551.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Central Highlands Water spent on advertising
with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3552.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Central Highlands Water spent on advertising
with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3553.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Central Highlands Water spent on advertising
in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3554.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Central Highlands Water spent on advertising
in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Environment, climate change and water
3555.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that City West Water Ltd spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3556.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that City West Water Ltd spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3557.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that City West Water Ltd spent on advertising in
any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3558.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that City West Water Ltd spent on advertising in
any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3559.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Coliban Water spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Environment, climate change and water
3560.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Coliban Water spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3561.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Coliban Water spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3562.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Coliban Water spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3563.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Corangamite Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3564.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Corangamite Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Environment, climate change and water
3565.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Corangamite Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3566.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Corangamite Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3567.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Department of Environment, Land, Water
and Planning spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December
2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3568.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Department of Environment, Land, Water
and Planning spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014
to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3569.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Department of Environment, Land, Water
and Planning spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3570.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Department of Environment, Land, Water
and Planning spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3571.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the East Gippsland Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3572.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the East Gippsland Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3573.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the East Gippsland Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3574.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the East Gippsland Catchment Management
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Authority spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.
ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3575.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the East Gippsland Water spent on advertising
with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3576.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the East Gippsland Water spent on advertising
with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3577.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the East Gippsland Water spent on advertising
in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3578.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the East Gippsland Water spent on advertising
in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3579.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that EPA Victoria spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3580.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that EPA Victoria spent on advertising with Twitter
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3581.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that EPA Victoria spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3582.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that EPA Victoria spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3583.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Gippsland Water spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3584.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Gippsland Water spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5242

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3585.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Gippsland Water spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3586.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Gippsland Water spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3587.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Goulburn Valley Water spent on advertising
with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3588.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Goulburn Valley Water spent on advertising
with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3589.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Goulburn Valley Water spent on advertising in
any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3590.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Goulburn Valley Water spent on advertising in
any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3591.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Goulburn-Murray Rural Water spent on
advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3592.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Goulburn-Murray Rural Water spent on
advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3593.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Goulburn-Murray Rural Water spent on
advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3594.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Goulburn-Murray Rural Water spent on
advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.
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ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3595.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Lower Murray Water spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3596.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Lower Murray Water spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3597.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Lower Murray Water spent on advertising in
any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3598.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Lower Murray Water spent on advertising in
any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3599.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that North East Water spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3600.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that North East Water spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3601.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that North East Water spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3602.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that North East Water spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3603.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Parks Victoria spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3604.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Parks Victoria spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3605.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Parks Victoria spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3606.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Parks Victoria spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3607.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment
Management Authority spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3608.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment
Management Authority spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3609.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment
Management Authority spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and
including December 2014 to September 2015.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Tuesday, 24 November 2015

COUNCIL

5247

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3610.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment
Management Authority spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and
including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3611.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Royal Botanic Gardens Board spent on
advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3612.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Royal Botanic Gardens Board spent on
advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3613.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Royal Botanic Gardens Board spent on
advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3614.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Royal Botanic Gardens Board spent on
advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.
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ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3615.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that South East Water Ltd spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3616.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that South East Water Ltd spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3617.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that South East Water Ltd spent on advertising in
any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3618.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that South East Water Ltd spent on advertising in
any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3619.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that South Gippsland Water spent on advertising
with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3620.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that South Gippsland Water spent on advertising
with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3621.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that South Gippsland Water spent on advertising in
any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3622.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that South Gippsland Water spent on advertising in
any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3623.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Southern Rural Water spent on advertising
with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3624.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Southern Rural Water spent on advertising
with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3625.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Southern Rural Water spent on advertising in
any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3626.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Southern Rural Water spent on advertising in
any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3627.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Sustainability Victoria spent on advertising
with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3628.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Sustainability Victoria spent on advertising
with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3629.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Sustainability Victoria spent on advertising in
any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3630.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Sustainability Victoria spent on advertising in
any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3631.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Catchment Management Council
spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3632.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Catchment Management Council
spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September
2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3633.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Catchment Management Council
spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014
to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3634.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Catchment Management Council
spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014
to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3635.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Coastal Council spent on
advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3636.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Coastal Council spent on
advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3637.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Coastal Council spent on
advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3638.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Coastal Council spent on
advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3639.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Environmental Assessment
Council spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.
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ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3640.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Environmental Assessment
Council spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3641.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Environmental Assessment
Council spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3642.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Environmental Assessment
Council spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3643.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Environmental Water Holder
spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3644.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Environmental Water Holder

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5254

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 24 November 2015

spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September
2015.
ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3645.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Environmental Water Holder
spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014
to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3646.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Environmental Water Holder
spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014
to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3647.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Wannon Region Water Authority spent on
advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3648.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Wannon Region Water Authority spent on
advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3649.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Wannon Region Water Authority spent on
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advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.
ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3650.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Wannon Region Water Authority spent on
advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3651.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the West Gippsland Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3652.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the West Gippsland Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3653.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the West Gippsland Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Environment, climate change and water
3654.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the West Gippsland Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3655.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Western Water spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3656.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Western Water spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3657.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Western Water spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3658.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Western Water spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Tuesday, 24 November 2015

COUNCIL

5257

Environment, climate change and water
3659.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Westernport Water spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3660.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Westernport Water spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3661.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Westernport Water spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3662.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Westernport Water spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3663.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Wimmera Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Environment, climate change and water
3664.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Wimmera Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3665.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Wimmera Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3666.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that the Wimmera Catchment Management
Authority spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including
December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3667.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Yarra Valley Water Ltd spent on advertising
with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3668.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Yarra Valley Water Ltd spent on advertising
with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Environment, climate change and water
3669.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Yarra Valley Water Ltd spent on advertising in
any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3670.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Yarra Valley Water Ltd spent on advertising in
any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3671.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Zoos Victoria spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3672.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Zoos Victoria spent on advertising with Twitter
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3673.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Zoos Victoria spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Environment, climate change and water
3674.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that Zoos Victoria spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3675.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that South East Water spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3676.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that South East Water spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3677.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that South East Water spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Environment, climate change and water
3678.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water): What is the total dollar amount that South East Water spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Tuesday, 24 November 2015

COUNCIL

5261

Veterans
3731.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): What is the
total dollar amount that the Shrine of Remembrance spent on advertising with Facebook for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Veterans
3732.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): What is the
total dollar amount that the Shrine of Remembrance spent on advertising with Twitter for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Veterans
3733.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): What is the
total dollar amount that the Shrine of Remembrance spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Veterans
3734.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Veterans): What is the
total dollar amount that the Shrine of Remembrance spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Education
3887.

MS HARTLAND — To ask the Minister for Education: In relation to the suburb of Williams Landing:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Is there a primary or secondary school planned.
Is there State Government land put aside and/or available for a primary school.
Is there local government land put aside or available for a primary and/or secondary school.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to investing in education and school infrastructure, as demonstrated
through the allocation of $730 million to school facilities in the 2015-2016 State Budget. This is more than double
the average annual investment in school infrastructure over the past four years.
This included 15 brand new schools in Victoria’s fastest growing areas which will open their doors to students in
2017 and 2018. The funding provided through the State Budget represents a crucial first step in creating the
Education State, and we will continue to invest in school facilities throughout this term of government.
The Department of Education and Training plans for new schools through the regular monitoring of residential
growth, demographic change and enrolment trends across Victoria. This ensures that current and future demand for
schools is properly planned.
We are conscious that Williams Landing is an area of high growth and I am advised that the Department met with
the City of Wyndham in August to review local provision issues in the area.
The Department will continue to work with key stakeholders including the City of Wyndham, the developer of
Williams Landing, the Metropolitan Planning Authority and the local community to regularly monitor the growth
of Williams Landing to ensure that the school provision needs are met.

Health
4029.

MS WOOLDRIDGE— To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health): In
relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Casey Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
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(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015–16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015–16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.
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Wednesday, 25 November 2015
Health
571.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health): in
relation to the one-off payment to every Victorian Health Service to cover the additional cost of the
2015 Easter Sunday Public Holiday, how much funding did each Health Service receive to cover this
additional cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Health Services report their financial results in their Annual Reports for 14/15 which have been tabled in the
Parliament. All Government grants to health services are reported in the Annual Reports.

Health
572.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
what is the Department of Health and Human Services estimation of the cost of the new AFL Grand
final eve public holiday for Victorian Health Services.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The question requests the expression of an opinion from the Department of Health and Human Services. Such a
request is contrary to Standing Order 8.02.
However, I can confirm that funding was provided to health services to reflect costs incurred by the Grand Final
eve public holiday.
The Andrews Labor Government delivered a significant increase in funding to health services in the 2015/16
budget. This additional funding represents sufficient funding to meet the delivery of services as agreed in relevant
Statements of Priorities. Individual health services are required to manage their budgets to meet the salary
obligations and other entitlements of employees with respect to the delivery of these services. The following
increases were provided to health services:
Health Service
Alfred
Austin
Calvary
Eastern
Melbourne
Mercy
Monash
Northern
Peninsula

Funding increase 14/15 to 15/16
$33.70 Million
$21.60 Million
$.80 Million
$31.08 Million
$18.02 Million
$6.56 Million
$60.06 Million
$29.61 Million
$16.39 Million
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Health Service
Peter Maccallum
Royal Children's
Royal Women's
Royal Victorian Eye & Ear
St Vincent's
Western
Alfred
Austin
Calvary
Eastern
Melbourne
Albury Wodonga
Balla rat
Barwon
Bendigo
Goulburn Valley
Latrobe
Bairnsdale
Bass Coast
Benalla Health
Castlemaine Health
Central Gippsland
Colac
Djerriwarrh
East Grampians
Echuca
Gippsland Southern
Kyabram and District
Maryborough District
Mildura Base
Northeast Wangaratta
Portland District
South West Healthcare
Stawell
Swan Hill District
West Gippsland
Western District
Wimmera Health
Maryborough District
Mildura Base
Northeast Wangaratta
Portland District
South West Healthcare

Wednesday, 25 November 2015

Funding increase 14/15 to 15/16
$12.22 Million
$.28 Million
$3.95 Million
$5.66 Million
$. 13 Million
$29.48 Million
$33. 70 Million
$21.60 Million
$.80 Million
$31.08 Million
$18.02 Million
$13.35 Million
$9.42 Million
$20.24 Million
$8.29 Million
$10.12 Million
$5.22 Million
$2.34 Million
$1.05 Million
$.52 Million
$1.53 Million
$.93 Million
$.64 Million
$2.32 Million
$.62 Million
$2.57 Million
$.50 Million
$.85 Million
$.54 Million
$6.56 Million
$3.86 Million
$1.17 Million
$5.48 Million
$.28 Million
$.73 Million
$3.42 Million
$1.98 Million
$2.02 Million
$.54 Million
$6.56 Million
$3.86 Million
$1.17 Million
$5.48 Million
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Health Service
Stawell
Swan Hill District
West Gippsland
Western District
Wimmera Health
Alexandra District
Alpine
Beaufort and Skipton
Beechworth
Boort District
Casterton
Cobram District
Cohuna District
Dunmunkle
East Wimmera
Edenhope and District
Heathcote
Hepburn
Hesse
Heywood
Inglewood and District
Kerang District
Kilmore and District
Kooweerup
Kyneton District
Lorne Community
Maldon
Mallee Track
Mansfield District
Moyne
Nathalia District
Numurkah District
Omeo District
Orbost
Otway
Robinvale District
Rochester and Elmore
Rural Northwest
Seymour District
South Gippsland
Tallangatta
Terang and Mortlake
Timboon and District

5267

Funding increase 14/15 to 15/16
$.28 Million
$.73 Million
$3.42 Million
$1.98 Million
$2.02 Million
$.46 Million
$.40 Million
$.16 Million
$.17 Million
$.09 Million
$.20 Million
$.23 Million
$.22 Million
$.13 Million
$1.38 Million
$.14 Million
$.68 Million
$.38 Million
$.14 Million
$.09 Million
$.10 Million
$.23 Million
$.78 Million
$.20 Million
$.61 Million
$.08 Million
$.05 Million
$.28 Million
$.77 Million
$.17 Million
$.07 Million
$.23 Million
$.07 Million
$.22 Million
$.11 Million
$.20 Million
$.28 Million
$.28 Million
$.71 Million
$.16 Million
$.16 Million
$.20 Million
$.14 Million
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Health Service
Upper Murray
West Wimmera
Yarram and District
Yarrawonga District
Yea and District

Wednesday, 25 November 2015

Funding increase 14/15 to 15/16
$1.16 Million
$.58 Million
$.20 Million
$.45 Million
$.08 Million

Roads and road safety
688.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety): what is the total remuneration to the board of Linking Melbourne Authority for —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

December 2014;
January 2015;
February 2015;
March 2015;
April 2015; and
May 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised the remuneration for the Board of the Linking Melbourne
Authority, as public board, can be found at www.publicboards.vic.gov.au.

Roads and road safety
689.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety): what is the total remuneration to the executive of Linking Melbourne Authority for —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

December 2014;
January 2015;
February 2015;
March 2015;
April 2015; and
May 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised the total remuneration for the executive of Linking
Melbourne Authority as a public board can be found at www.publicboards.vic.gov.au.
The board, staff and management of the Linking Melbourne Authority were advised in January that the Authority
was to be disbanded.
The Andrews Labor Government recognised the vast experience and expertise of the Authority’s staff in the
planning and delivery of major infrastructure.

Health
733.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
what were the dates of meetings with any representative from the board of the Peter MacCallum Cancer
Foundation between 1 December 2014 and 23 June 2015.
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ANSWER:
I can confirm that I have met with representatives of the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre and the Peter MacCallum
Cancer Foundation (herein referred to as the ‘entities’), during the specified dates.
I cannot confirm the exact dates I met with representatives, due to the large number of representatives associated
with the entities and the many events at which those representatives are likely to have attended.
For example, on December 14 2014, I attended the site on the VCCC with representatives of both the Peter
MacCallum Cancer Centre and Melbourne Health.
Similarly, on Wednesday 22 April 2015, I officially opened the ACRF Advanced Centre for Cancer Cell Isolation
and Imaging at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre in East Melbourne.
On 3 August 2015, I unveiled the Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre’s 13 storey atrium.
These are just a sample of the many events I attend directly relating to the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre during
the relevant period at which I am likely to have met representatives of the entities.
In addition to these events, representatives of the entities were likely to also have been invited to health sector wide
events such as the budget briefings.
To confirm the dates at which representatives may have been present and may have met with me would be
voluminous and an unreasonable diversion of resources.

Health
734.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
what were the dates of meetings with any representative from the board of the Peter MacCallum Cancer
Centre between 1 December 2014 and 23 June 2015.

ANSWER:
I can confirm that I have met with representatives of the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre and the Peter MacCallum
Cancer Foundation (herein referred to as the ‘entities’), during the specified dates.
I cannot confirm the exact dates I met with representatives, due to the large number of representatives associated
with the entities and the many events at which those representatives are likely to have attended.
For example, on December 14 2014, I attended the site on the VCCC with representatives of both the Peter
MacCallum Cancer Centre and Melbourne Health.
Similarly, on Wednesday 22 April 2015, I officially opened the ACRF Advanced Centre for Cancer Cell Isolation
and Imaging at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre in East Melbourne.
On 3 August 2015, I unveiled the Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre’s 13 storey atrium.
These are just a sample of the many events I attend directly relating to the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre during
the relevant period at which I am likely to have met representatives of the entities.
In addition to these events, representatives of the entities were likely to also have been invited to health sector wide
events such as the budget briefings.
To confirm the dates at which representatives may have been present and may have met with me would be
voluminous and an unreasonable diversion of resources.
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Roads and road safety
773.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety): in relation to the review of Punt Road and the overlay, including through South Yarra and
Toorak:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

When is the estimated date of completion.
What is the cost to undertake the review.
Who is undertaking the review.
Will the report from the review be made public.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
The review of the Punt Road overlay has been commissioned by the Minister for Planning and as such, the
members question should be directed to the Minister for Planning.

Ambulance services
868.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (representing the Minister for
Ambulance Services): In relation to Ambulance Victoria:
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

What was the cost incurred due to the 5 April 2015 Easter Sunday Public Holiday.
If an answer to (1) is unavailable, what was the value of any adjustment made to base wage
funding costs to reflect the 5 April 2015 Easter Sunday Public Holiday.
If an answer to (2) is unavailable, did Ambulance Victoria use an unadjusted fund to implement
the gazettal of the Easter Sunday public holiday in 2015, and if so, from which cost centre were
the funds appropriated.
What is the cost to be incurred for the 2015 Grand Final Eve Public Holiday.
If an answer to (4) is unavailable, what is the projected or budgeted value of any adjustment made
to base wage funding costs to reflect the 2015 Grand Final Eve Public Holiday.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government provided $99 million to Ambulance Victoria in this year’s budget to address the
ambulance crisis that left behind by the previous Liberal Government. This increased funding will deliver more
ambulance services, upgrade ambulance branches and provide new and replacement vehicles and equipment.
(1)

Decisions in relation to staffing and thereby costs incurred on any particular day are operational decisions
made by Ambulance Victoria.
Information about Ambulance Victoria’s staffing levels can be found in their Annual Report.
Information about the wages and entitlements of Ambulance Victoria employees is publically available on the
Fair Work Commission website.
Those permanent employees employed pursuant to the Ambulance Victoria (Management and
Administrative Staff) Enterprise Agreement 2014 who are required to work during ordinary hours on a public
holiday receive a shift penalty of 150%. Those who are not rostered to work are entitled to a day off without
loss of pay. This information is publically available at:
https://www.fwc.gov.au/documents/documents/agreements/fwa/AE411685.pdf
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Those permanent employees employed pursuant to the Ambulance Victoria Enterprise Agreement 2014 who
are required to work on a public holiday receive 1.5 extra day’s pay or equivalent time off in lieu or
equivalent time as annual leave. Special conditions apply to Graduate Ambulance Paramedics accessing the
time off in lieu arrangements.
Where an employee works in excess of a rostered day on a public holiday, they are paid at time and a half.
This information is publically available at:
https://www.fwc.gov.au/documents/documents/agreements/fwa/AE413830.pdf
(2)

An answer to this question is not required, as an answer was provided to the previous question.

(3)

An answer to this question is not required, as an answer was provided to the previous question.

(4)

As above, decisions in relation to staffing, and thereby costs incurred on any particular day are operational
decisions made by Ambulance Victoria.

(5)

An answer to this question is not required, as an answer was provided to the previous question.

Health
872.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (representing the Minister for
Health as the lead Minister for Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)): In relation to the
DHHS:
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

What was the cost incurred due to the 5 April 2015 Easter Sunday Public Holiday.
If an answer to (1) is unavailable, what was the value of any adjustment made to base wage
funding costs to reflect the 5 April 2015 Easter Sunday Public Holiday.
If an answer to (2) is unavailable, did DHHS use an unadjusted fund to implement the gazettal of
the Easter Sunday public holiday in 2015, and if so, from which cost centre were the funds
appropriated.
What is the cost to be incurred for the 2015 Grand Final Eve Public Holiday.
If an answer to (4) is unavailable, what is the projected or budgeted value of any adjustment made
to base wage funding costs to reflect the 2015 Grand Final Eve Public Holiday.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Employee expenses in relation to the financial year 2014/15 are reported in the financial statements of the
Department of Health & Human Services Annual Report 2014/15. That annual report was tabled on 6 October
2015.
Base wage funding costs for Department of Health & Human Services are reported in the 15/16 Victorian Budget.
The Department of Health & Human Services’ employees are covered by the Victorian Public Service Workplace
Determination 2012.
Employees covered by this industrial instrument are paid an additional allowance of 150% of the appropriate
hourly rate for each hour of duty performed during ordinary time on a public holiday. Where time is worked in
excess of the normal daily hours of duty, the rate paid is double time and a half of the ordinary rate.

Roads and road safety
1114.

MR ONDARCHIE — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety): With specific regards to Linking Melbourne Authority:
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(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)
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What was the cost incurred due to the 5 April 2015 Easter Sunday Public Holiday.
If an answer to (1) is unavailable, what was the value of any adjustment made to base wage
funding costs to reflect the 5 April 2015 Easter Sunday Public Holiday.
If an answer to (2) is unavailable, did Linking Melbourne Authority use an unadjusted fund to
implement the gazettal of the Easter Sunday Public Holiday in 2015, and if so, from which cost
centre were the funds appropriated.
What is the cost to be incurred for the 2015 Grand Final Eve Public Holiday.
If an answer to (4) is unavailable, what is the projected or budgeted value of any adjustment made
to base wage funding costs to reflect the 2015 Grand Final Eve Public Holiday.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
There were no costs incurred by Linking Melbourne Authority due to the 5 April 2015 Easter Sunday Public
Holiday.
There were no costs incurred by Linking Melbourne Authority for the 2015 Grand Final Eve Public Holiday.

Premier
1424.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Premier): What is the total value of
chartered flights taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of travel undertaken are published in the Department of Premier and Cabinet’s Annual Report.
Details on international flights for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the relevant
departmental website.

Premier
1425.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Premier): What is the total value of
domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014 and
15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of travel undertaken are published in the Department of Premier and Cabinet’s Annual Report.
Details on international flights for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the relevant
departmental website.

Premier
1426.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Premier): What is the total value of
domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014 and
15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Details of travel undertaken are published in the Department of Premier and Cabinet’s Annual Report.
Details on international flights for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the relevant
departmental website.

Premier
1427.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Premier): What is the total value of
international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia taken by the Minister between
4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of travel undertaken are published in the Department of Premier and Cabinet’s Annual Report.
Details on international flights for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the relevant
departmental website.

Premier
1428.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Premier): What is the total value of
chartered flights taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of travel undertaken are published in the Department of Premier and Cabinet’s Annual Report.
Details on international flights for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the relevant
departmental website.

Premier
1429.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Premier): What is the total value of
domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December 2014 and
15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of travel undertaken are published in the Department of Premier and Cabinet’s Annual Report.
Details on international flights for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the relevant
departmental website.

Premier
1430.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Premier): What is the total value of
domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December 2014 and
15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5274

COUNCIL

Wednesday, 25 November 2015

Details of travel undertaken are published in the Department of Premier and Cabinet’s Annual Report.
Details on international flights for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the relevant
departmental website.

Premier
1431.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Premier): What is the total value of
international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia taken by Ministerial staff between
4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of travel undertaken are published in the Department of Premier and Cabinet’s Annual Report.
Details on international flights for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the relevant
departmental website.

Ports
1999.

MS HARTLAND — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (representing the Minister for Ports): Aside
from the Port-Rail Shuttle project, what rail freight projects are the government considering.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
The Government has already commenced delivery of several key initiatives designed to improve the performance
of the rail freight network.
The Murray Basin Rail Project, the largest upgrade to regional rail freight in decades, will improve rail freight
connections to the ports of Geelong, Portland and Melbourne, boosting freight efficiency and meeting future
growth and export opportunities.
The Government has also committed to the removal of 50 of Melbourne’s most dangerous and congested level
crossings on the metropolitan rail network. As well as benefiting the communities currently severed by busy
railway level crossings and reducing traffic congestion on the road network, the removal of level crossings will
remove a restraint on the number of trains (passenger and freight) which can be operated.
The Government has also commenced delivery of Melbourne Metro, which will facilitate freight operations on the
Dandenong corridor in two respects; firstly by freeing up two surface tracks between Flinders Street and South
Yarra and secondly be attracting passengers from the road network freeing up space for freight traffic which has no
other option than to remain on road.

Ports
2000.

MS HARTLAND — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (representing the Minister for Ports): How
many greenhouse gas emissions does the government anticipate saving from the Port-Rail Shuttle
project annually.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
The actual container volumes achieved on metropolitan shuttle trains and, therefore, the volume of greenhouse gas
emissions which might be saved are subject to the level of interest from the private sector, which will operate the
system.
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Energy and resources
2470.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Energy and
Resources): In relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like
events by each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for the period
1 December 2014 to 16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
(f) taxis and hire cars; and
(g) other expenses.

(3)

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Health
2482.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health): In
relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each
department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for the period 1 December 2014 to
16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
(f) taxis and hire cars; and
(g) other expenses.

(3)

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Ambulance services
2483.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Ambulance
Services): In relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like
events by each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for the period
1 December 2014 to 16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
(f) taxis and hire cars; and
(g) other expenses.

(3)

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Women
2496.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Women): In
relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each
department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for the period 1 December 2014 to
16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
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taxis and hire cars; and
other expenses.

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Prevention of family violence
2497.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Prevention
of Family Violence): In relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training
courses or like events by each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for
the period 1 December 2014 to 16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
(a) accommodation;
(b) entertainment;
(c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel;
(e) car hire;
(f) taxis and hire cars; and
(g) other expenses.

(3)

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Multicultural affairs
2498.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Multicultural Affairs):
In relation to expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by
each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s administration for the period 1 December
2014 to 16 October 2015:
(1)

What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended
including the —
(a) locality and venue; and
(b) purpose.

(2)

What was the cost of each event indicating —
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(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(3)
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accommodation;
entertainment;
meals and refreshments;
travel;
car hire;
taxis and hire cars; and
other expenses.

Was the event externally organised and, if so, what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s)
or companies engaged and at what cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A detailed response to this question would be an unnecessary diversion of the Department’s resources.

Families and children
2505.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to Educational support,
children in residential care, activity number 31219: What was the daily average number of clients in
residential care receiving specialist educational support services during the:
(1)

December 2014 quarter, in the —
(a) North region;
(b) South Region;
(c) East Region; and
(d) West Region.

(2)

March 2015 quarter, in the —
(a) North region;
(b) South Region;
(c) East Region; and
(d) West Region.

(3)

June 2015 quarter, in the —
(a) North region;
(b) South Region;
(c) East Region; and
(d) West Region.

(4)

September 2015 quarter, in the —
(a) North region;
(b) South Region;
(c) East Region; and
(d) West Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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The daily average number of clients in residential care receiving specialist educational support services is collected
by community service organisations.
The Andrews Labor Government is delivering on its commitment to make Victoria the Education State by
establishing new LOOKOUT Education Support Centres to help ensure vulnerable children and young people in
out of home care stay remain engaged in education.
As part of the initiative, the Government will provide $13.2 million over four years and $4.8 million ongoing from
2019–20 to establish the centres to help about 6000 vulnerable children and young people overcome the challenges
they face in education and training.
The new LOOKOUT centres will work with schools and carers to advocate for, and protect, the rights and interests
of school-aged children and young people in Victoria who are in out of home care.

Families and children
2506.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to Educational support
services, children in residential care, activity number 31219: How many clients in residential care
receiving specialist education support services provided by CSOs were there in the:
(1)

December 2014 quarter, in the —
(a) North region;
(b) South Region;
(c) East Region; and
(d) West Region.

(2)

March 2015 quarter, in the —
(a) North region;
(b) South Region;
(c) East Region; and
(d) West Region.

(3)

June 2015 quarter, in the —
(a) North region;
(b) South Region;
(c) East Region; and
(d) West Region.

(4)

September 2015 quarter, in the —
(a) North region;
(b) South Region;
(c) East Region; and
(d) West Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The number of clients in residential care receiving specialist educational support services is collected by
community service organisations.
The Andrews Labor Government is delivering on its commitment to make Victoria the Education State by
establishing new LOOKOUT Education Support Centres to help ensure vulnerable children and young people in
out of home care stay remain engaged in education.
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As part of the initiative, the Government will provide $13.2 million over four years and $4.8 million ongoing from
2019–20 to establish the centres to help about 6000 vulnerable children and young people overcome the challenges
they face in education and training.
The new LOOKOUT centres will work with schools and carers to advocate for, and protect, the rights and interests
of school-aged children and young people in Victoria who are in out of home care.

Families and children
2533.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to child protection case
workers: What is the limit on the number of cases that a child protection worker is required to manage
at any one time.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Case loads are established within the supervisory relationship between the case work practitioner and their manager
having regard to the need to provide services that are effective to children and families.
The 2015-16 State Budget resources an additional 148.8 FTE workers in child protection to meet the impact of
10 000 additional reports forecast for 2015-16-the largest ever single increase to the number of child protection
positions.
These significant improvements will give the Department of Health and Human Services a greater capacity to
respond to the increasing number of children being reported to child protection, to investigate reports where
required and to provide longer term intervention and support where necessary.
There is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in the system
are met.

Families and children
2534.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to child protection case
workers: What was the highest amount of cases allocated to any child protection case worker during
the:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

December 2014 quarter;
March 2015 quarter;
June 2015 quarter; and
September 2015 quarter.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Case loads are established within the supervisory relationship between the case work practitioner and their manager
having regard to the need to provide services that are effective to children and families.
The 2015-16 State Budget resources an additional 148.8 FTE workers in child protection to meet the impact of
10 000 additional reports forecast for 2015-16---the largest ever single increase to the number of child protection
positions.
These significant improvements will give the Department of Health and Human Services a greater capacity to
respond to the increasing number of children being reported to child protection, to investigate reports where
required and to provide longer term intervention and support where necessary.
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There is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in the system
are met.

Families and children
2535.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children: In relation to child protection: What
is the average rate of unallocated clients during the September 2015 quarter, in the:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

December 2014 quarter;
March 2015 quarter;
June 2015 quarter; and
September 2015 quarter.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Given the Member’s illogical question, it is not possible to provide a response.

Prevention of family violence
2561.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence): In relation to the $3 million committed in 2014-15 for a statewide behaviour change
campaign, how much was expended.

ANSWER:
I would like to thank the Member for her question relating to the funding for a state-wide behaviour change
campaign.
The Andrews Labor Government has committed $81.3 million over five years to help all Victorians across the state
who are experiencing or at risk of violence. This includes funding for the nation’s first Royal Commission into
Family Violence.
A $16 million family violence fund was established to address demand on services created by increased reporting
of incidents and the focus on the Royal Commission into Family Violence.
The current focus on the prevention of family violence required a reprioritisation of previously budgeted amounts.
In 2015/16 $2 million was allocated to the prevention of family violence, with further allocations pending the
outcomes of the Royal Commission.

Prevention of family violence
2562.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence): In relation to the $3 million committed for 2015-16 for a statewide behaviour change
campaign, how much has been expended as of 7 October 2015.

ANSWER:
I would like to thank the Member for her question relating to funding committed for a statewide behaviour change
campaign.
The Andrews Labor Government has committed $81.3 million over five years to help all Victorians across the state
who are experiencing or at risk of violence. This includes funding for the nation’s first Royal Commission into
Family Violence.
A $16 million family violence fund was established to address demand on services created by increased reporting
of incidents and the focus on the Royal Commission into Family Violence.
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The current focus on the prevention of family violence required a reprioritisation of previously budgeted amounts.
In 2015/16 $2 million was allocated to the prevention of family violence, with further allocations pending the
outcomes of the Royal Commission.

Prevention of family violence
2563.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence): In relation to the $1.2 million committed in 2014–15 for proven prevention and local
coordination, how much was expended.

ANSWER:
I would like to thank the Member for her question relating to funding committed for prevention and local
coordination programs.
The Andrews Labor Government has committed $81.3 million over five years to help all Victorians across the state
who are experiencing or at risk of violence. This includes funding for the nation’s first Royal Commission into
Family Violence.
A $16 million family violence fund was established to address demand on services created by increased reporting
of incidents and the focus on the Royal Commission into Family Violence.
The current focus on the prevention of family violence required a reprioritisation of previously budgeted amounts.
In 2015/16 $2 million was allocated to the prevention of family violence, with further allocations pending the
outcomes of the Royal Commission.

Prevention of family violence
2564.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence): In relation to the $4.3 million committed in 2015–16 for proven prevention and local
coordination, how much has been expended as of 7 October 2015.

ANSWER:
I would like to thank the Member for her question relating to prevention and local coordination programs.
The Andrews Labor Government has committed $81.3 million over five years to help all Victorians across the state
who are experiencing or at risk of violence. This includes funding for the nation’s first Royal Commission into
Family Violence.
A $16 million family violence fund was established to address demand on services created by increased reporting
of incidents and the focus on the Royal Commission into Family Violence.
The current focus on the prevention of family violence required a reprioritisation of previously budgeted amounts.
In 2015/16 $2 million was allocated to the prevention of family violence, with further allocations pending the
outcomes of the Royal Commission.

Prevention of family violence
2566.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence): In relation to the $0.7 million committed in 2014–15 for performance framework,
research, evaluation and monitoring against benchmarks, how much was expended.

ANSWER:
I am informed that approximately $254 000 was expended in 2014-15, with the remaining funding carried forward
into 2015-16. These funds are being used to develop a Family Violence Index.
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Prevention of family violence
2567.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence): In relation to the $0.7 million committed in 2015–16 for performance framework,
research, evaluation and monitoring against benchmarks, how much has been expended as of 7 October
2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that Labor’s Financial Statement notes that $0.7 million in 2015-16 for a performance framework
and monitoring has been deferred pending recommendations of the Royal Commission in Family Violence.
As at 7 October 2015, approximately $34 000 has been spent to develop a Family Violence Index, with the
remainder of funds available to be expended by 30 June 2016.

Prevention of family violence
2568.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for the prevention of
Family Violence): In relation to the $1.0 million committed in 2015–16 for crisis accommodation for
women and children, how much has been expended as of 7 October 2015.

ANSWER:
I would like to thank the Member for her question relating to crisis accommodation for women and children.
The Andrews Labor Government has committed $81.3 million over five years to help all Victorians across the state
who are experiencing or at risk of violence. This includes funding for the nation’s first Royal Commission into
Family Violence.
A $16 million family violence fund was established to address demand on services created by increased reporting
of incidents and the focus on the Royal Commission into Family Violence.
The current focus on the prevention of family violence required a reprioritisation of previously budgeted amounts.
In 2015/16 $2 million was allocated to the prevention of family violence, with further allocations pending the
outcomes of the Royal Commission.
For more detailed information regarding this initiative I am informed that this question falls within the portfolio
responsibilities of the Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing. The Member may wish to direct this question to
the Honourable Martin Foley MP for a response.

Prevention of family violence
2569.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence): In relation to the $0.5 million committed in 2014–15 for the pilot new education
initiative for children impacted by family violence, how much was expended.

ANSWER:
I would like to thank the Member for her question relating to the pilot education initiative for children impacted by
family violence, committed in 2014-15.
The Andrews Labor Government has committed $81.3 million over five years to help all Victorians across the state
who are experiencing or at risk of violence. This includes funding for the nation’s first Royal Commission into
Family Violence.
A $16 million family violence fund was established to address demand on services created by increased reporting
of incidents and the focus on the Royal Commission into Family Violence.
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The current focus on the prevention of family violence required a reprioritisation of previously budgeted amounts.
In 2015/16 $2 million was allocated to the prevention of family violence, with further allocations pending the
outcomes of the Royal Commission.
For more detailed information regarding this initiative I am informed that this question falls within the portfolio
responsibilities of the Minister for Education. The Member may wish to dire his question to the Honourable James
Merlino MP for a response.

Prevention of family violence
2570.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence): In relation to the $1.0 million committed in 2015–16 for the pilot new education
initiative for children impacted by family violence, how much has been expended as of 7 October 2015.

ANSWER:
I would like to thank the Member for her question relating to education initiative for children impacted by family
violence.
The Andrews Labor Government has committed $81.3 million over five years to help all Victorians across the state
who are experiencing or at risk of violence. This includes funding for the nation’s first Royal Commission into
Family Violence.
A $16 million family violence fund was established to address demand on services created by increased reporting
of incidents and the focus on the Royal Commission into Family Violence.
The current focus on the prevention of family violence required a reprioritisation of previously budgeted amounts.
In 2015/16 $2 million was allocated to the prevention of family violence, with further allocations pending the
outcomes of the Royal Commission.
For more detailed information regarding this initiative I am informed that this question falls within the portfolio
responsibilities of the Minister for Education. The Member may wish to direct this question to the Honourable
James Merlino MP for a response.

Prevention of family violence
2571.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence): In relation to the $1.0 million committed in 2014–15 to faster access to the right
services, how much was expended.

ANSWER:
I would like to thank the Member for her question relating to the funding committed in 2014-15 for enhanced
access to support services.
The Andrews Labor Government has committed $81.3 million over five years to help all Victorians across the state
who are experiencing or at risk of violence. This includes funding for the nation’s first Royal Commission into
Family Violence.
A $16 million family violence fund was established to address demand on services created by increased reporting
of incidents and the focus on the Royal Commission into Family Violence.
The current focus on the prevention of family violence required a reprioritisation of previously budgeted amounts.
In 2015/16 $2 million was allocated to the prevention of family violence, with further allocations pending the
outcomes of the Royal Commission.
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For more detailed information regarding this initiative I am informed that this question falls within the portfolio
responsibilities of the Minister for Families and Children. The Member may wish to direct this question to the
Honourable Jenny Mikakos MLC for a response.

Prevention of family violence
2572.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence): In relation to the $2.3 million committed in 2015–16 to faster access to the right
services, how much has been expended as of 7 October 2015.

ANSWER:
I would like to thank the Member for her question relating to the funding committed in 2015-16 for enhanced
access to support services.
The Andrews Labor Government has committed $81.3 million over five years to help all Victorians across the state
who are experiencing or at risk of violence. This includes funding for the nation’s first Royal Commission into
Family Violence.
A $16 million family violence fund was established to address demand on services created by increased reporting
of incidents and the focus on the Royal Commission into Family Violence.
The current focus on the prevention of family violence required a reprioritisation of previously budgeted amounts.
In 2015/16 $2 million was allocated to the prevention of family violence, with further allocations pending the
outcomes of the Royal Commission.
For more detailed information regarding this initiative I am informed that this question falls within the portfolio
responsibilities of the Minister for Families and Children. The Member may wish to direct this question to the
Honourable Jenny Mikakos MLC for a response.

Prevention of family violence
2575.

MS CROZIER — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence): In relation to the $0.6 million committed in 2015–16 for individualised responses for
Aboriginal people accessing healing and time out services, how much has been expended as of
7 October 2015.

ANSWER:
I would like to thank the Member for her question relating to individualised responses for Aboriginal people
accessing healing and time out services.
The Andrews Labor Government has committed $81.3 million over five years to help all Victorians across the state
who are experiencing or at risk of violence. This includes funding for the nation’s first Royal Commission into
Family Violence and initiatives to reduce and respond to family violence in the Aboriginal community.
A $16 million family violence fund was established to address demand on services created by increased reporting
of incidents and the focus on the Royal Commission into Family Violence.
The current focus on the prevention of family violence required a reprioritisation of previously budgeted amounts.
In 2015/16 $2 million was allocated to the prevention of family violence, with further allocations pending the
outcomes of the Royal Commission.
For more detailed information regarding this initiative I am informed that this question falls within the portfolio
responsibilities of the Minister for Families and Children and Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing. The
Member may wish to direct this question to the Honourable Jenny Mikakos MLC or the Honourable Martin Foley
MP for a response.
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Employment
2607.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade (for the Minister
for Employment): In relation to the legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority
within the Minister’s administration for the period 1 January to 7 October 2015:
(1)
(2)
(3)

what expenses were incurred;
what was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case; and
what are the names of legal counsel engaged.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)
Expenditure on government legal expenses was previously publicly available in the Government Legal Services
Annual Report, which was last published in 2010. The former government ceased the publication of this report in
2011.
The Department of Justice and Regulation is preparing an updated and abridged report on Government Legal
Services in relation to the previously unreported six-year period 2009-10 to 2014-15. This report will be published
on the Department of Justice and Regulation website when it is finalised. The Government will resume publication
of the Report on Government Legal Services on an annual basis.
(2) and (3)
To ascertain the purposes for engaging legal representation and the names of legal counsel engaged for every
matter involving government departments and portfolio agencies for the requested time period is not appropriate
due to the confidential nature of matters for which legal representation is required, and would also be an
unreasonable diversion of the government’s resources.

Women
3307.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Women): What
is the total dollar amount that the Queen Victoria Women’s Centre Trust spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Women
3308.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Women): What
is the total dollar amount that the Queen Victoria Women’s Centre Trust spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Women
3309.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Women): What
is the total dollar amount that the Queen Victoria Women’s Centre Trust spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Women
3310.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Women): What
is the total dollar amount that the Queen Victoria Women’s Centre Trust spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Small business, innovation and trade
3315.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade: What is the total
dollar amount that the Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources spent on
advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Small business, innovation and trade
3316.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade: What is the total
dollar amount that the Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources spent on
advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
See my previous answer to question LC3315.

Small business, innovation and trade
3317.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade: What is the total
dollar amount that the Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources spent on
advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
See my previous answer to question LC3316.
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Small business, innovation and trade
3318.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade: What is the total
dollar amount that the Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources spent on
advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
See my previous answer to question LC3317.

Small business, innovation and trade
3319.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade: What is the total
dollar amount that Federation Square Pty Ltd spent on advertising with Facebook for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
See my previous answer to question LC1118.

Small business, innovation and trade
3320.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade: What is the total
dollar amount that Federation Square Pty Ltd spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between
and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
See my previous answer to question LC3319.

Small business, innovation and trade
3321.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade: What is the total
dollar amount that Federation Square Pty Ltd spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
See my previous answer to question LC3320.

Small business, innovation and trade
3322.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade: What is the total
dollar amount that Federation Square Pty Ltd spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
See my previous answer to question LC3321.

Small business, innovation and trade
3323.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade: What is the total
dollar amount that the Victorian Small Business Commissioner spent on advertising with Facebook for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
See my previous answer to question LC3318.

Small business, innovation and trade
3324.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade: What is the total
dollar amount that the Victorian Small Business Commissioner spent on advertising with Twitter for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
See my previous answer to question LC3323.

Small business, innovation and trade
3325.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade: What is the total
dollar amount that the Victorian Small Business Commissioner spent on advertising in any suburban
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
See my previous answer to question LC3324.

Small business, innovation and trade
3326.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade: What is the total
dollar amount that the Victorian Small Business Commissioner spent on advertising in any regional
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
See my previous answer to question LC3325.

Finance
3679.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Accident Compensation Conciliation Service spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3680.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Accident Compensation Conciliation Service spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Finance
3681.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Accident Compensation Conciliation Service spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3682.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Accident Compensation Conciliation Service spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3683.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that CenITex spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between and
including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3684.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that CenITex spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and
including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3685.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that CenITex spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3686.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that CenITex spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3687.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Essential Services Commission spent on advertising with Facebook for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3688.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Essential Services Commission spent on advertising with Twitter for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3689.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Essential Services Commission spent on advertising in any suburban
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Finance
3690.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Essential Services Commission spent on advertising in any regional
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3691.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Transport Accident Commission spent on advertising with Facebook for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3692.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Transport Accident Commission spent on advertising with Twitter for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3693.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Transport Accident Commission spent on advertising in any suburban
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3694.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Transport Accident Commission spent on advertising in any regional
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3695.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Government Purchasing Board spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3696.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that Victorian Government Purchasing Board spent on advertising with Twitter for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3697.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Government Purchasing Board spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3698.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Government Purchasing Board spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Finance
3699.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Managed Insurance Authority spent on advertising with Facebook
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3700.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Managed Insurance Authority spent on advertising with Twitter
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3701.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Managed Insurance Authority spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3702.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Managed Insurance Authority spent on advertising in any regional
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3703.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that WorkSafe Victoria spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between
and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3704.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that WorkSafe Victoria spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between
and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3705.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that WorkSafe Victoria spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Finance
3706.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Finance): What is the
total dollar amount that WorkSafe Victoria spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Multicultural affairs
3707.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Multicultural Affairs):
What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Multicultural Commission spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of Government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Multicultural affairs
3708.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Multicultural Affairs):
What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Multicultural Commission spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of Government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Multicultural affairs
3709.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Multicultural Affairs):
What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Multicultural Commission spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of Government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Multicultural affairs
3710.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Multicultural Affairs):
What is the total dollar amount that the Victorian Multicultural Commission spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of Government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Multicultural affairs
3711.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Multicultural Affairs):
What is the total dollar amount that VITS-Victorian Interpreting and Translating Service spent on
advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of Government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Multicultural affairs
3712.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Multicultural Affairs):
What is the total dollar amount that VITS-Victorian Interpreting and Translating Service spent on
advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of Government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Multicultural affairs
3713.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Multicultural Affairs):
What is the total dollar amount that VITS-Victorian Interpreting and Translating Service spent on
advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of Government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Multicultural affairs
3714.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Multicultural Affairs):
What is the total dollar amount that VITS-Victorian Interpreting and Translating Service spent on
advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of Government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Multicultural affairs
3715.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Multicultural Affairs):
What is the total dollar amount that Adult Multicultural Education Services spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of Government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Multicultural affairs
3716.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Multicultural Affairs):
What is the total dollar amount that Adult Multicultural Education Services spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Details of Government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Multicultural affairs
3717.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Multicultural Affairs):
What is the total dollar amount that Adult Multicultural Education Services spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of Government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Multicultural affairs
3718.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Minister for Multicultural Affairs):
What is the total dollar amount that Adult Multicultural Education Services spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of Government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Treasurer
3785.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Special Minister of State (for the Treasurer): In relation to each
consultancy commissioned by the Department of Treasury and Finance since December 2014:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

When did it take place.
How much did it cost.
What was its purpose.
What was the name and address of the consultant.
Were any tenders called.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The details of consultancies and major contracts commissioned by the Department of Treasury and Finance are
reported in the Department’s annual report.
Details of individual consultancies for the 2014-15 financial year can be viewed at www.dtf.vic.gov.au

Health
4008.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
From 1 July 2015 through 30 October 2015 how many adults have received the free whooping cough
vaccine.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Since the reintroduction on 1 June 2015 of the Parent’s Whooping Cough Vaccine which was cruelly axed in 2012
by the former Liberal Government, 67 030 doses of whooping cough vaccine have been distributed to
immunisation providers.
Between 1 July 2015 and 30 October 2015, 37 453 doses of whooping cough vaccine were distributed.

Health
4009.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to the secretariat within the Department of Health and Human Services providing assistance
to the Ambulance Performance and Policy Consultative Committee, how many departmental staff have
been seconded to the secretariat and what are their VPS grades.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on staff numbers and VPS classifications is provided in the annual reports of departments, agencies
and authorities.

Health
4010.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to Labor’s $20 million funding commitment to upgrade ambulance facilities:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

How much of this funding will be allocated to the Murchison Ambulance Station.
What consultations have informed the upgrade of Murchison Ambulance Station between
December 2014 and October 2015.
What has been the cost to date of consultation.
When will project works associated with the Murchison Ambulance Station be completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government committed funding of $20 million to the upgrade of 11 ambulance branches
across the state. The branches to be upgraded are Murchison, Echuca, Traralgon, Orbost, Sale, Kew, Dandenong,
Preston, Eltham, Karingal and Wendouree.
(1)

The 11 branches are fully funded from the $20 million election commitment. Costs vary depending on the
size and location of each branch.

(2)

Ambulance Victoria regularly consults with paramedics and community regarding occupational health and
safety issues and the need for capital works to address these issues.

(3)

No specific costs have been incurred in relation to consultation about this initiative.

(4)

All 11 ambulance branches are scheduled for completion by the end of 2018.

Health
4011.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to Labor’s $20 million funding commitment to upgrade ambulance facilities:
(1)
(2)

How much of this funding will be allocated to the Kew Ambulance Station.
What consultations have informed the upgrade of Kew Ambulance Station between December
2014 and October 2015.
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What has been the cost to date of consultation.
When will project works associated with the Kew Ambulance Station be completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government committed funding of $20 million to the upgrade of 11 ambulance branches
across the state. The branches to be upgraded are Murchison, Echuca, Traralgon, Orbost, Sale, Kew, Dandenong,
Preston, Eltham, Karingal and Wendouree.
(1)

The 11 branches are fully funded from the $20 million election commitment. Costs vary depending on the
size and location of each branch.

(2)

Ambulance Victoria regularly consults with paramedics and community regarding occupational health and
safety issues and the need for capital works to address these issues.

(3)

No specific costs have been incurred in relation to consultation about this initiative.

(4)

All 11 ambulance branches are scheduled for completion by the end of 2018.

Health
4012.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to Labor’s $20 million funding commitment to upgrade ambulance facilities:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

How much of this funding will be allocated to the Preston Ambulance Station.
What consultations have informed the upgrade of Preston Ambulance Station between December
2014 and October 2015.
What has been the cost to date of consultation.
When will project works associated with the Preston Ambulance Station be completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government committed funding of $20 million to the upgrade of 11 ambulance branches
across the state. The branches to be upgraded are Murchison, Echuca, Traralgon, Orbost, Sale, Kew, Dandenong,
Preston, Eltham, Karingal and Wendouree.
(1)

The 11 branches are fully funded from the $20 million election commitment. Costs vary depending on the
size and location of each branch.

(2)

Ambulance Victoria regularly consults with paramedics and community regarding occupational health and
safety issues and the need for capital works to address these issues.

(3)

No specific costs have been incurred in relation to consultation about this initiative.

(4)

All 11 ambulance branches are scheduled for completion by the end of 2018.

Health
4013.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to Labor’s $20 million funding commitment to upgrade ambulance facilities:
(1)
(2)

How much of this funding will be allocated to the Eltham Ambulance Station.
What consultations have informed the upgrade of Eltham Ambulance Station between December
2014 and October 2015.
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What has been the cost to date of consultation.
When will project works associated with the Eltham Ambulance Station be completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government committed funding of $20 million to the upgrade of 11 ambulance branches
across the state. The branches to be upgraded are Murchison, Echuca, Traralgon, Orbost, Sale, Kew, Dandenong,
Preston, Eltham, Karingal and Wendouree.
(1)

The 11 branches are fully funded from the $20 million election commitment. Costs vary depending on the
size and location of each branch.

(2)

Ambulance Victoria regularly consults with paramedics and community regarding occupational health and
safety issues and the need for capital works to address these issues.

(3)

No specific costs have been incurred in relation to consultation about this initiative.

(4)

All 11 ambulance branches are scheduled for completion by the end of 2018.

Health
4014.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to Labor’s $20 million funding commitment to upgrade ambulance facilities:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

How much of this funding will be allocated to the Dandenong Ambulance Station.
What consultations have informed the upgrade of Dandenong Ambulance Station between
December 2014 and October 2015.
What has been the cost to date of consultation.
When will project works associated with the Dandenong Ambulance Station be completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government committed funding of $20 million to the upgrade of 11 ambulance branches
across the state. The branches to be upgraded are Murchison, Echuca, Traralgon, Orbost, Sale, Kew, Dandenong,
Preston, Eltham, Karingal and Wendouree.
(1)

The 11 branches are fully funded from the $20 million election commitment. Costs vary depending on the
size and location of each branch.

(2)

Ambulance Victoria regularly consults with paramedics and community regarding occupational health and
safety issues and the need for capital works to address these issues.

(3)

No specific costs have been incurred in relation to consultation about this initiative.

(4)

All 11 ambulance branches are scheduled for completion by the end of 2018.

Health
4015.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to Labor’s $20 million funding commitment to upgrade ambulance facilities:
(1)
(2)

How much of this funding will be allocated to the Sale Ambulance Station.
What consultations have informed the upgrade of Sale Ambulance Station between December
2014 and October 2015.
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What has been the cost to date of consultation.
When will project works associated with the Sale Ambulance Station be completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government committed funding of $20 million to the upgrade of 11 ambulance branches
across the state. The branches to be upgraded are Murchison, Echuca, Traralgon, Orbost, Sale, Kew, Dandenong,
Preston, Eltham, Karingal and Wendouree.
(1)

The 11 branches are fully funded from the $20 million election commitment. Costs vary depending on the
size and location of each branch.

(2)

Ambulance Victoria regularly consults with paramedics and community regarding occupational health and
safety issues and the need for capital works to address these issues.

(3)

No specific costs have been incurred in relation to consultation about this initiative.

(4)

All 11 ambulance branches are scheduled for completion by the end of 2018.

Health
4016.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to Labor’s $20 million funding commitment to upgrade ambulance facilities:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

How much of this funding will be allocated to the Traralgon Ambulance Station.
What consultations have informed the upgrade of Traralgon Ambulance Station between
December 2014 and October 2015.
What has been the cost to date of consultation.
When will project works associated with the Traralgon Ambulance Station be completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government committed funding of $20 million to· the upgrade of 11 ambulance branches
across the state. The branches to be upgraded are Murchison, Echuca, Traralgon, Orbost, Sale, Kew, Dandenong,
Preston, Eltham, Karingal and Wendouree.
(1)

The 11 branches are fully funded from the $20 million election commitment. Costs vary depending on the
size and location of each branch.

(2)

Ambulance Victoria regularly consults with paramedics and community regarding occupational health and
safety issues and the need for capital works to address these issues.

(3)

No specific costs have been incurred in relation to consultation about this initiative.

(4)

All 11 ambulance branches are scheduled for completion by the end of 2018.

Health
4017.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to Labor’s $20 million funding commitment to upgrade ambulance facilities:
(1)
(2)

How much of this funding will be allocated to the Orbost Ambulance Station.
What consultations have informed the upgrade of Orbost Ambulance Station between December
2014 and October 2015.
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What has been the cost to date of consultation.
When will project works associated with the Orbost Ambulance Station be completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government committed funding of $20 million to the upgrade of 11 ambulance branches
across the state. The branches to be upgraded are Murchison, Echuca, Traralgon, Orbost, Sale, Kew, Dandenong,
Preston, Eltham, Karingal and Wendouree.
(1)

The 11 branches are fully funded from the $20 million election commitment. Costs vary depending on the
size and location of each branch.

(2)

Ambulance Victoria regularly consults with paramedics and community regarding occupational health and
safety issues and the need for capital works to address these issues.
·

(3)

No specific costs have been incurred in relation to consultation about this initiative.

(4)

All 11 ambulance branches are scheduled for completion by the end of 2018.

Health
4018.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to Labor’s $20 million funding commitment to upgrade ambulance facilities:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

How much of this funding will be allocated to the Echuca Ambulance Station.
What consultations have informed the upgrade of Echuca Ambulance Station between December
2014 and October 2015.
What has been the cost to date of consultation.
When will project works associated with the Echuca Ambulance Station be completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government committed funding of $20 million to the upgrade of 11 ambulance branches
across the state. The branches to be upgraded are Murchison, Echuca, Traralgon, Orbost, Sale, Kew, Dandenong,
Preston, Eltham, Karingal and Wendouree.
(1)

The 11 branches are fully funded from the $20 million election commitment. Costs vary depending on the
size and location of each branch.

(2)

Ambulance Victoria regularly consults with paramedics and community regarding occupational health and
safety issues and the need for capital works to address these issues.

(3)

No specific costs have been incurred in relation to consultation about this initiative.

(4)

All 11 ambulance branches are scheduled for completion by the end of 2018.

Health
4019.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to Labor’s $20 million funding commitment to upgrade ambulance facilities:
(1)
(2)

How much of this funding will be allocated to the Karingal Ambulance Station.
What consultations have informed the upgrade of Karingal Ambulance Station between December
2014 and October 2015.
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What has been the cost to date of consultation.
When will project works associated with the Karingal Ambulance Station be completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government committed funding of $20 million to the upgrade of 11 ambulance branches
across the state. The branches to be upgraded are Murchison, Echuca, Traralgon, Orbost, Sale, Kew, Dandenong,
Preston, Eltham, Karingal and Wendouree.
(1)

The 11 branches are fully funded from the $20 million election commitment. Costs vary depending on the
size and location of each branch.

(2)

Ambulance Victoria regularly consults with paramedics and community regarding occupational health and
safety issues and the need for capital works to address these issues.

(3)

No specific costs have been incurred in relation to consultation about this initiative.

(4)

All 11 ambulance branches are scheduled for completion by the end of 2018.

Health
4023.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to the removal of hospital bypass:
(1)
(2)
(3)

How will the impact of the removal of bypass be evaluated.
Who will undertake the evaluation.
How much will the evaluation cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Department of Health & Human Services will continue to monitor the implementation of the removal of
bypass and provide health services with the necessary support.

Health
4025.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Alfred Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
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How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4026.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Angliss Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5306

COUNCIL

Wednesday, 25 November 2015

Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.
(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4027.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Austin Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4028.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Box Hill Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.
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(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4030.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Dandenong Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
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(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4031.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Frankston Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.
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Health
4032.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Maroondah Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4033.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Monash Medical Centre — Clayton:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.
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What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4034.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Northern Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.
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(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.
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Health
4035.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Rosebud Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4036.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Royal Melbourne Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
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September 2015;
August 2015; and
July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4037.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Sandringham and District Memorial Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4038.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the St Vincent’s Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.
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(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4039.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Sunshine Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50,000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support their initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4040.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Werribee Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 25 November 2015

(a)
(b)
(b)
(3)
(4)

COUNCIL

5315

September 2015;
August 2015; and
July 2015.

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on the 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support their initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4041.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Western Hospital — Footscray:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.
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(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.

Health
4042.

MS WOOLDRIDGE — To ask the Minister for Families and Children (for the Minister for Health):
In relation to hospital bypass, its removal and Government funding of $800 000 for affected services: At
the Williamstown Hospital:
(1)

How many hours was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(2)

What percentage of time was the hospital on bypass in —
(a) September 2015;
(b) August 2015; and
(b) July 2015.

(3)

What initiatives have been implemented by Ambulance Victoria or the hospital to prepare for and
implement the removal of bypass.
How much funding has the hospital received to support them to adjust to the removal of bypass
and what was the funding used for.

(4)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(1)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the hours a hospital was on bypass as part of the 2015/16
Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(2)

Health Services are no longer required to report on the percentage of time that a hospital was on bypass as
part of the 2015/16 Statements of Priorities. Bypass ceased on 7 October 2015.

(3)

Ambulance Victoria undertook a number of strategies in preparation for the removal of bypass, including
improving the information available to paramedics and emergency department staff regarding impending
ambulance arrivals and hospital workload. In addition, Ambulance Victoria extended the Hospital
Information Coordinator to be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to improve the distribution of
ambulances across the system.

(4)

One off funding of $50 000 was provided to 15 metropolitan health services and Ambulance Victoria to
support initiatives during the transition period.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporated from the notice paper of the Legislative Council.
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the appropriate ministers.
Headings reflect the portfolio of the minister answering the question.

Thursday, 26 November 2015
Roads and road safety
1115.

MR ONDARCHIE — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety): With specific regards to Transport Safety Victoria:
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

What was the cost incurred due to the 5 April 2015 Easter Sunday Public Holiday.
If an answer to (1) is unavailable, what was the value of any adjustment made to base wage
funding costs to reflect the 5 April 2015 Easter Sunday Public Holiday.
If an answer to (2) is unavailable, did Transport Safety Victoria use an unadjusted fund to
implement the gazettal of the Easter Sunday Public Holiday in 2015, and if so, from which cost
centre were the funds appropriated.
What is the cost to be incurred for the 2015 Grand Final Eve Public Holiday.
If an answer to (4) is unavailable, what is the projected or budgeted value of any adjustment made
to base wage funding costs to reflect the 2015 Grand Final Eve Public Holiday.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
This question does not fall within my portfolio responsibilities and needs to be redirected to the Minister for Small
Business, Innovation and Trade.

Roads and road safety
1456.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
What is the total value of chartered flights taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014 and
15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Roads and road safety
1457.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
What is the total value of domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by the Minister between
4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Roads and road safety
1458.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
What is the total value of domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by the Minister between
4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Roads and road safety
1459.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
What is the total value of international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia taken by
the Minister between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Roads and road safety
1460.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
What is the total value of chartered flights taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December 2014 and
15 September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Roads and road safety
1461.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
What is the total value of domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by Ministerial staff
between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic ‘airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Roads and road safety
1462.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
What is the total value of domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by Ministerial staff
between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Roads and road safety
1463.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
What is the total value of international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia taken by
Ministerial staff between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Ports
1464.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Ports): What is the total
value of chartered flights taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Ports
1465.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Ports): What is the total
value of domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014
and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Ports
1466.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Ports): What is the total
value of domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by the Minister between 4 December 2014
and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
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As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Ports
1467.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Ports): What is the total
value of international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia taken by the Minister
between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Ports
1468.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Ports): What is the total
value of chartered flights taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Ports
1469.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Ports): What is the total
value of domestic commercial flights within Victoria taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December
2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
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Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either-have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Ports
1470.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Ports): What is the total
value of domestic commercial flights within Australia taken by Ministerial staff between 4 December
2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Ports
1471.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Ports): What is the total
value of international commercial flights leaving from or outside of Australia taken by Ministerial staff
between 4 December 2014 and 15 September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
As part of their duties Ministers and relevant staff travel within Victoria using chartered flights and interstate using
domestic airlines.
Compiling this information is voluminous and will take more than the 30 day response time afforded under the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Council.
I am informed that details of international travel for Ministers and staff either have been or will be uploaded to the
relevant departmental website.

Industry
2581.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Industry): In relation
to the legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within the Minister’s
administration for the period 1 January to 7 October 2015:
(1)
(2)
(3)

what expenses were incurred;
what was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case; and
what are the names of legal counsel engaged.
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ANSWER:
(1)

Expenditure on government legal expenses was previously publicly available in the Government Legal
Services Annual Report, which was last published in 2010. The former government ceased the publication of
this report in 2011.
The Department of Justice and Regulation is preparing an updated and abridged report on Government Legal
Services in relation to the previously unreported six-year period 2009-2010 to 2014-2015. This report will be
published on the Department of Justice and Regulation website when it is finalised. The Government will
resume publication of the Report on Government Legal Services on an annual basis.

(2),(3)
To ascertain the purposes for engaging legal representation and the names of legal counsel engaged for every
matter involving government departments and portfolio agencies for the requested time period is not
appropriate due to the confidential nature of matters for which legal representation is required, and would also
be an unreasonable diversion of the government’s resources.

Energy and resources
2606.

MR DALLA-RIVA — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Energy and
Resources): In relation to the legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within
the Minister’s administration for the period 1 January to 7 October 2015:
(1)
(2)
(3)

what expenses were incurred;
what was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case; and
what are the names of legal counsel engaged.

ANSWER:
(1)

Expenditure on government legal expenses was previously publicly available in the Government Legal
Services Annual Report, which was last published in 2010. The former government ceased the publication of
this report in 2011.
The Department of Justice and Regulation is preparing an updated and abridged report on Government Legal
Services in relation to the previously unreported six-year period 2009-2010 to 2014-2015. This report will be
published on the Department of Justice and Regulation website when it is finalised. The Government will
resume publication of the Report on Government Legal Services on an annual basis.

(2),(3)
To ascertain the purposes for engaging legal representation and the names of legal counsel engaged for every
matter involving government departments and portfolio agencies for the requested time period is not
appropriate due to the confidential nature of matters for which legal representation is required, and would also
be an unreasonable diversion of the government’s resources.

Energy and resources
3191.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Energy and Resources):
What is the total dollar amount that Energy Safe Victoria spent on advertising with Facebook for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Energy and resources
3192.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Energy and Resources):
What is the total dollar amount that Energy Safe Victoria spent on advertising with Twitter for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Energy and resources
3193.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Energy and Resources):
What is the total dollar amount that Energy Safe Victoria spent on advertising in any suburban
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Energy and resources
3194.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Agriculture (for the Minister for Energy and Resources):
What is the total dollar amount that Energy Safe Victoria spent on advertising in any regional
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3431.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Children’s Court of Victoria spent on advertising with Facebook for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3432.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Children’s Court of Victoria spent on advertising with Twitter for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Attorney-General
3433.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Children’s Court of Victoria spent on advertising in any suburban
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3434.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Children’s Court of Victoria spent on advertising in any regional newspaper
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3435.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Coroners Court of Victoria spent on advertising with Facebook for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3436.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Coroners Court of Victoria spent on advertising with Twitter for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3437.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Coroners Court of Victoria spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3438.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Coroners Court of Victoria spent on advertising in any regional newspaper
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3439.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Costs Court spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between
and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3440.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Costs Court spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between and
including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3441.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Costs Court spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Attorney-General
3442.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Costs Court spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3443.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the County Court of Victoria spent on advertising with Facebook for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3444.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the County Court of Victoria spent on advertising with Twitter for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3445.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the County Court of Victoria spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3446.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the County Court of Victoria spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3447.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Court Services Victoria spent on advertising with Facebook for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3448.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Court Services Victoria spent on advertising with Twitter for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3449.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Court Services Victoria spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3450.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Court Services Victoria spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Attorney-General
3451.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Department of Justice and Regulation spent on advertising with Facebook
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3452.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Department of Justice and Regulation spent on advertising with Twitter for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3453.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Department of Justice and Regulation spent on advertising in any suburban
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3454.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Department of Justice and Regulation spent on advertising in any regional
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3455.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3456.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages spent on advertising with Twitter
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3457.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3458.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3459.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that Victoria Law Foundation spent on advertising with Facebook for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Attorney-General
3460.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that Victoria Law Foundation spent on advertising with Twitter for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3461.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that Victoria Law Foundation spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3462.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that Victoria Law Foundation spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3463.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that Victoria Legal Aid spent on advertising with Facebook for each month between
and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3464.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that Victoria Legal Aid spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between
and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3465.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that Victoria Legal Aid spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3466.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that Victoria Legal Aid spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3467.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal spent on advertising with
Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3468.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal spent on advertising with
Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.
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Attorney-General
3469.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3470.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal spent on advertising in any
regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3471.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission spent on
advertising with Facebook for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3472.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission spent on
advertising with Twitter for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3473.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission spent on
advertising in any suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3474.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission spent on
advertising in any regional newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to
September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3475.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine spent on advertising with Facebook
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3476.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine spent on advertising with Twitter
for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3477.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine spent on advertising in any
suburban newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Thursday, 26 November 2015

COUNCIL

5335

Attorney-General
3478.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine spent on advertising in any regional
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3479.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Law Reform Commission spent on advertising with Facebook for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3480.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Law Reform Commission spent on advertising with Twitter for
each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3481.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Law Reform Commission spent on advertising in any suburban
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3482.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that the Victorian Law Reform Commission spent on advertising in any regional
newspaper for each month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details of government advertising are reported annually in the Victorian Government’s advertising report. The
report is being finalised and will be released upon completion, before the end of the year.

Attorney-General
3483.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that Corrections Victoria spent on advertising with Facebook for each month
between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
This matter does not fall within the Attorney-General’s portfolio responsibilities but falls within the responsibility
of the Minister for Corrections.

Attorney-General
3484.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that Corrections Victoria spent on advertising with Twitter for each month between
and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
This matter does not fall within the Attorney-General’s portfolio responsibilities but falls within the responsibility
of the Minister for Corrections.

Attorney-General
3485.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that Corrections Victoria spent on advertising in any suburban newspaper for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
This matter does not fall within the Attorney-General’s portfolio responsibilities but falls within the responsibility
of the Minister for Corrections.

Attorney-General
3486.

MRS PEULICH — To ask the Minister for Training and Skills (for the Attorney-General): What is the
total dollar amount that Corrections Victoria spent on advertising in any regional newspaper for each
month between and including December 2014 to September 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
This matter does not fall within the Attorney-General’s portfolio responsibilities but falls within the responsibility
of the Minister for Corrections.
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