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Tuesday, 4 February 2014
The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. N. Atkinson) took the
chair at 2.09 p.m. and read the prayer.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I have been advised
that the Speaker is currently making a statement to the
Legislative Assembly. I am advised that the effect of
that statement will require some consideration by the
respective parties of the matters with respect to what
they might do in response to the Speaker’s statement. It
is therefore my position that I plan to leave the chair
and resume the sitting at 3.10 p.m. I regret any
inconvenience this might cause to members, but the
matters to be put today are of significance for all of us.
Therefore I believe that is the best course of action.
Sitting suspended 2.10 p.m. until 3.13 p.m.

RESIGNATION OF MEMBER
Mr P. Davis
The PRESIDENT — Order! I have received the
following communication from the Governor dated
3 February 2014:
I write to advise that Mr Philip Davis, MLC, called on me
today and handed me his letter of resignation as member of
the Legislative Council for Eastern Victoria, effective from
today. It seems that section 27A of the Constitution Act 1975
requires a joint sitting of the Council and Assembly to fill this
vacancy.
I have advised the Speaker and the Premier in like terms.
I enclose a copy of Mr Davis’s letter for your records.

As the Governor indicated, he has provided me with a
letter from Mr Philip Davis, dated 3 February, which
reads:
I write to formally advise you that as of 3 February 2014, I
resign as the member for Eastern Victoria in the Legislative
Council.
Under section 30 of the Constitution Act 1975, my
resignation will take effect immediately when received by the
Governor.
It has been an honour and a privilege to represent the people
of Gippsland Province and the Eastern Victoria Region in the
Victorian Parliament for the past 21 years.
The opportunity to contribute to public policy and its
implementation by the enactment of legislation is a special
gift delegated to a few by the people of Victoria. I have
willingly respected this trust.
Please consider this letter formal notification of my
resignation from the Victorian Parliament and as the member
for Eastern Victoria.
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JOINT SITTING OF PARLIAMENT
Legislative Council vacancy
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — By
leave, I move:
That this house meets the Legislative Assembly for the
purpose of sitting and voting together to choose a person to
hold the seat in the Legislative Council rendered vacant by
the resignation of Mr Philip Rivers Davis and proposes that
the time and place of such meeting be the Legislative
Assembly chamber on Wednesday, 5 February 2014, at
6.15 p.m.

Motion agreed to.
Ordered that message be sent to Assembly
informing them of resolution.

ROYAL ASSENT
Message read advising royal assent on 17 December
2013 to:
Disability Amendment Act 2013
Education and Training Reform Amendment
(Dual Sector Universities) Act 2013
Justice Legislation Amendment (Miscellaneous)
Act 2013
Owners Corporations Amendment Act 2013
Parks and Crown Land Legislation Amendment
Act 2013
Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous)
Amendment (On-the-Spot Penalty Fares) Act
2013
Victoria Police Act 2013.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Ambulance Victoria
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is for the Minister for Health. Last year in
response to a tragic death that had been caused by an
overdose of fentanyl, a drug which is far more potent
than morphine, both the minister and the Premier
recommended strict storage of and other controls on
fentanyl and other drugs within Ambulance Victoria.
However, at the same time it is very clear that
Ambulance Victoria commenced requesting that
volunteers within Ambulance Victoria administer and
dispense fentanyl. Has the minister personally endorsed
a scope of practice for volunteers that enables them to
dispense fentanyl?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I can
indicate that fentanyl is an important drug in pain relief
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used not only in our health and medical system broadly
but also by paramedics. I note that the Report on
Government Services 2014, released in recent days,
makes it very clear that Victoria performs at the top of
outcomes in terms of pain relief delivered and
administered by our ambulance services. Ambulance
matters that relate to clinical practice arrangements of
this type are fundamentally the responsibility of the
ambulance service and the relevant clinical committees
of Ambulance Victoria. Ambulance Victoria seeks
clinical advice from the relevant groups.
It is absolutely clear that there is an industrial campaign
being run by the hardline Ambulance Employees
Australia of Victoria union as part of its enterprise
bargaining agreement push. It is very clear that the
ambulance union in many cases has a dislike of
volunteers and ambulance community officers (ACOs),
and it is very clear that this is a hardline ambulance
union that wants country Victorians to suffer in pain to
further its industrial objectives.
These are very important matters that need to be
decided on relevant clinical grounds by experts and by
people who have the highest knowledge base. The
advice of those people is the critical point. I make it
very clear that I support the clinical positions adopted
by Ambulance Victoria, because it is my understanding
that they are based on the best clinical advice available.
In that context I can see what is going on with the
ambulance union. As part of its industrial campaign it is
seeking to attack volunteers and ACOs, and in doing so
it is putting country Victorians at a disadvantage.
In many areas of Victoria it is very clear that on some
occasions the first person to arrive at the scene and the
first person able to support an injured patient will be an
ambulance community officer or a community
emergency response team (CERT) member. Those
CERT teams and volunteer ambulance community
officers are very important to delivering support for
those people in pain and discomfort. Ambulance
Victoria has in place a sensible regime, a regime that
provides the best support for country Victoria. I will not
be pushed, and nor will Ambulance Victoria, into
kowtow to a union campaign that seeks to push back
support in country Victoria.
It is very clear that proper controls around drugs are
also important. I note that very often a small number of
ambulance officers, including full-time ambulance
officers — paramedics — has accessed fentanyl, and
the government and Ambulance Victoria have taken
steps to manage those issues. We need the ambulance
union and its members to ensure that drug safety is a
high priority, but so is pain relief for country
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Victorians. I am not going to see country Victorians
disadvantaged and forced to wait in pain and
discomfort because of an industrial campaign by a
militant left-wing union with which the Labor Party has
direct links. The Labor movement is tied up with the
ambulance union.
Supplementary question
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) — It
seems to the chamber that the minister has endorsed the
scope of practice which allows volunteers to administer
fentanyl because he did not dispute that in the 4 minutes
he took to give his answer — in fact he endorsed that
decision. Is the minister prepared to personally endorse
the scope of practice for volunteers to use naloxone,
which would be an antidote to an overdose of fentanyl,
now that he has endorsed these same volunteers using
fentanyl within their practice?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — These
sorts of clinical decisions and decisions about the scope
of the delivery of drugs and other support are matters
for Ambulance Victoria in consultation with its relevant
clinical and medical advisory committees. Its medical
advisory committees are expert in these matters and
will give the appropriate advice and see the right
outcomes. What I am very clear about is that I do not
think people in country Victoria expect the Labor Party
to be doing the bidding of the ambulance union. It is
doing the bidding of the ambulance union in a Gerry
Gee type role, with $1 million of donations over the last
10 or so years — money handed to the Labor Party by a
left-wing union.
Mr Lenders — On a point of order, President,
regarding the minister’s answer, he was asked a specific
question on government administration and he is now
debating the question by hallucinating about the affairs
of other political parties.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — On the point of order,
President, it is clear that it is material to the questions
from the opposition that declared political donors are
influencing its decisions and questions.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Whilst ministers may
have suspicions as to the origin of questions, I do not
think it is fair to speculate about where Mr Jennings’s
question may have come from. It is quite possible that
Mr Jennings dreamt up this question at his kitchen
table, rather than having been asked by any other
organisations or people to put it. I do not think it is
appropriate to speculate on the origins of a question. In
that context Mr Davis has been debating the answer
based on his perception of where the question may have
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originated. I ask Mr Davis to come back to the primary
matter of the supplementary question, which is the
administration of drugs and the responsibility or ability
of certain people to administer those drugs. I note the
minister has referred to that in terms of the clinical
judgements that may be exercised. In many ways he
has completed the answer in that respect, but I invite
Mr Davis to make any concluding remarks he may
wish to make.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — In conclusion, it is clear that
Ambulance Victoria has appropriate clinical advisory
committees with expert medical clinicians. Those
committees are the ones that work with Ambulance
Victoria to manage these things. The union should not
be ganging up on country Victorians and wanting them
to wait in pain without support.
Questions interrupted.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER OF
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
The PRESIDENT — Order! I take this opportunity
to advise the house that, whilst a formal message will
be received by the house in due course, I am advised by
parliamentary staff of this house that Christine Fyffe,
the member for Evelyn in the Assembly, has been
elected as the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. I
extend congratulations and best wishes to her on my
behalf and no doubt on behalf of this house. I place on
record that the time I spent working with the former
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Ken Smith, who
is the member for Bass in the Assembly, was time I
valued. His contribution and service to the Parliament
over 25 years, particularly in the last 3 years as
Speaker, have been valuable to this place and therefore
to his role in serving the people of Victoria.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Questions resumed.

Ambulance officers
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — My question
is directed to the Minister for Health, and I ask: will the
minister update the house on recent developments
concerning the ambulance union and any
misinformation grubbily peddled by the union?
Mr Jennings — On a point of order, President, I
was allowing you an opportunity to determine in your
own good time whether this question was in order, and
I put to you that it is not in order. It is riddled by its very
construct with a value judgement that invites the
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minister to report on the intention of other people rather
than to make a comment on his ministerial
responsibility.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I did give some
consideration to the question before inviting the
minister to respond, but I was more concerned about
some of the adjectives used than about other matters. I
note that from time to time members of the opposition
include commentary and value judgements in their
preambles to questions, and Mr Finn has shown similar
licence in posing this question today. I advise the
minister that it would be inappropriate to speculate on
the motives of others, but I believe the house would be
pleased to be informed on the progress of this matter,
which is certainly of great interest to the people of
Victoria and no doubt also to members of this house.
The minister is invited by this question to make a
response, which I hope will be constructive.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I thank
the President for his ruling, and I thank Mr Finn for his
question and his advocacy for ambulance services in
the western suburbs of Melbourne in particular, where
there are many more ambulance officers and stations
than there were under the previous government. We
have got more than the target of 100 for metropolitan
Melbourne, and there are even more coming as we go
forward.
The house will understand that enterprise bargaining
agreement (EBA) micro-negotiations are generally not
a matter I will reflect upon, but the broad sweep of
EBA progress is something of importance to the
community and something about which it is appropriate
to inform the house. Yesterday the EBA process took a
turn for the worse; the ambulance union stormed out of
the Fair Work Commission in a petulant step — —
Mr Lenders — On a point of order, President, I am
very conscious of live EBA negotiations, and I am also
particularly conscious from media reports that these
matters are in conciliation at the moment. I put it to you
that in the context of live EBA negotiations anything
that is non-conciliatory is directly intervening in the
EBA process. The minister’s words and his tone mean
that he has directly involved himself hands-on in an
EBA, and I ask you to instruct him to desist.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I am not prepared to
instruct the minister on how he should answer this
question, but I am sure the minister would be aware that
it might well be to his detriment if he were to create an
atmosphere around those negotiations that would
prejudice those negotiations. I am sure the minister is
aware of that.
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Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I can inform the house that
late last year the government and Ambulance Victoria
put on the table an offer to the ambulance union and to
paramedics across the state — —
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ambulance service in Australia that maintains a live
defined benefits super scheme, and that remains on the
table. That is not under any threat. We are preserving
that for ambulance officers, and we have a workforce
that has a very low turnover; it is about 4 per cent.

Mr Jennings — Of 6 per cent.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Of 6 per cent, plus 3 per cent
and 3 per cent in two further tranches, and $1500
up-front as a sign-on bonus on top of the 6 per cent. I
can further tell the house that the offer included the
ability for the ambulance union and Ambulance
Victoria to negotiate outstanding matters. If those
negotiations were unsuccessful after the payment of the
additional tranches, then there would be the capacity for
arbitration by an independent arbitrator.
Mr Jennings — That is not what was said.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — That is absolutely what was
said. What I can say is that the ambulance union
hardened its position yesterday in rejecting the offer of
the government and Ambulance Victoria. This is a very
generous offer by community standards — an
additional 12 per cent over three years, plus a sign-on
bonus and the capacity for arbitration for even more on
work value and other matters. I think most people
across the community would agree that 12 per cent is a
very significant pay rise in the current climate. Many
across the state are not in a position to get a 12 per cent
pay rise with the capacity for even more. The
government believes it is a fair offer and Ambulance
Victoria believes it is a fair offer. I note that the
ambulance union has been out peddling a number of
bits of misinformation today.
I am very conscious of the protocols of conciliation at
Fair Work Australia, but that is not necessarily
something respected by the ambulance union, which is
prepared to breach those protocols. Let us put it this
way. From time to time at conciliation there are
discussions and to-ing and fro-ing. For example, in
some cases a conciliator will lead one or other party to
put forward a modified set of proposals that may fit
with certain outcomes, and there may be dozens of
these attempts, dozens of efforts, to find a point of
commonality. That is normal; those processes are part
of the conciliation scene. But what is not part of the
conciliation scene is for one party to break out and seek
to mislead the community and mislead outcomes.
What I can say very clearly is that the 12 per cent is on
the table, the arbitration is on the table and the sign-on
bonus is on the table, but a whole series of things
remain. Ten weeks leave annually remains. In relation
to defined benefits superannuation, this is the only

Emergency services communications
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is for the Minister for Health. In addition
to the stresses and strains that heatwave conditions
placed on our community and emergency services
workers during the heatwave experienced across
Victoria last week, the Emergency Services
Telecommunications Authority dispatch system failed
last Saturday night. Has the minister received any
advice that demonstrates any adverse health outcomes
resulting from this failure?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — What I
can say is that Victoria faced a significant set of heat
events. In fact it was a more significant set of heat
events than in 2009, over four days rather than three
days, with higher mean temperatures and significant
challenges. It is true that the Emergency Services
Telecommunications Authority dispatch centre faced
some intermittent challenges. I want it to be quite clear
that this is the system that was installed by the last
health minister, Daniel Andrews, the Leader of the
Opposition and member for Mulgrave in the Assembly.
This is the system that was put in place by Daniel
Andrews — —
Mr Jennings interjected.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Your leader! I have to say
that that system is not absolutely foolproof. It is a very
strong system. There is a backup system, and the
system has redundancy in it and the capacity to dispatch
from either Tally Ho or Ballarat. We have certainly
refined the system and put in place better dispatch
systems than were in place under Daniel Andrews. That
is not to say that the system is absolutely perfect on
every occasion. The system does have the backup
capacity and the arrangements in place that can deliver
better outcomes for Victorians.
We were concerned — for example, at Ambulance
Victoria — about delays imposed by the unions on new
software being put in place at the dispatch centre. They
delayed the new software for more than 12 months —
new software protocols and dispatch arrangements that
would have enabled better advice to people in the
community.
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We faced a significant challenge with the heat event,
and I will say more about that in the future. More will
be said about that as time goes on, as the chief health
officer brings down her report. But what I can say is
that Ambulance Victoria and other services across the
state, in an integrated way, delivered better services
than was the case in 2009. Nobody would argue that
our large system under that stress would necessarily
deliver perfect outcomes.
I pay tribute to the chief health officer and to the
emergency services that took part in these processes. I
pay particular tribute to Ambulance Victoria and our
very hardworking paramedics. The government had
additional resources in place for the heatwave period
and will do so on each of the forthcoming hot days.
There was support from the fire brigade in some cases,
but additional paramedics were rostered on. Also, the
standard contractual arrangements with our
non-emergency ambulance transport services enable the
use of non-emergency services in code 3 and non-acute
cases to transport patients on some occasions and
reduce the load. This enables Ambulance Victoria to
focus particularly on cardiac events and the most urgent
and critical 000 calls, which are prioritised as code 1,
and to get the dispatch out as quickly as possible in
those cases.
What we need across the community is support for our
emergency services as they undertake those tasks. We
need to ensure that the community is prepared to back
them. I also note that the chief health officer, the seniors
commissioner and I were speaking publicly and very
widely seeking action from councils, community
agencies and others to support the vulnerable and the
aged in particular. This is a point on which I think we
may have some debate this week. I look forward to that
debate because this is an important topic.
Supplementary question
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Whilst the minister’s answer was apposite in relation to
the issues, he fundamentally did not answer the
question of whether he has received advice that any
adverse health outcomes occurred because of the failure
of the system. If he has not got that information
available to him now, does he have confidence that that
information is able to be gathered at some stage in the
future and shared with the Parliament and the
community?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — As I
have indicated to the chamber, the heat event was a
significant event, and it will be reported in a proper
way, as was the 2009 event, with the chief health
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officer compiling a report. We now have integrated
agencies working together. I spent time, as did my
officers, up at the emergency services centre and the
health and human services centre, which are delivering
a coordinated response around the state, including by
working closely with Ambulance Victoria. I have no
doubt that the full outcomes of the heat event, which
was a significant event in terms of the community, will
come through in proper reporting processes following a
full examination.

Swinburne University of Technology
Mrs COOTE (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question this afternoon is for the Minister for Higher
Education and Skills. Can the minister provide the
house with an update on the future of the Prahran and
Lilydale campuses of the Swinburne University of
Technology?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I thank Mrs Coote for her question,
which gives me the opportunity to inform the house of
what is happening in terms of the progress on those two
sites she mentioned. Members will recall that last year
Swinburne University of Technology ceased delivery
of programs at both its Prahran and Lilydale campuses.
From day one the government was very keen to work
with Swinburne University and other potential
providers to see the ongoing delivery of education
programs on both those sites.
I know Mrs Coote has a particular interest in Prahran, it
being an area that she represents in this Parliament, and
I am pleased to say that the Northern Melbourne
Institute of TAFE — NMIT — has recently signed a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) with
Swinburne University that will see NMIT, under the
brand of Melbourne Polytechnic, delivering programs
from the Prahran site. What that will mean — —
An honourable member interjected.
Hon. P. R. HALL — Melbourne Polytechnic is the
terminology they will use. They are already out there
seeking enrolments for the courses they will be
offering, which number in excess of 60, many of them
in the creative, performance and visual arts areas.
Melbourne Polytechnic is a unique arrangement
between NMIT and La Trobe University, and it will see
many of those programs pathway directly into higher
education programs. The MOU provides for NMIT to
lease that particular site for two years, with the option
to purchase it after or during that time.
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Importantly for people in the Prahran area, some of the
existing programs there, particularly the National
Institute of Circus Arts, will be preserved under the
continuing auspices of Swinburne University. If
demand requires, there is also the potential for the
utilisation of a secondary school on that particular site.
The other important thing for local people is that the
current arrangements with the Prahran Mechanics
Institute will continue under the MOU. It is a very good
outcome for Prahran, and I am looking forward to
visiting there next week in the company of Mr Clem
Newton-Brown, the member for Prahran in the
Assembly, and, I am sure, my upper house colleagues
Andrea Coote, Georgie Crozier and any others who
may be interested. Mr Lenders and Ms Pennicuik are
welcome to come along next week.
In respect of Lilydale, the government continues to
work with local community groups and Swinburne
University of Technology to find the best possible
outcomes for that site. Members will be aware that in
the past we have provided some significant grants to
Box Hill Institute, in the first instance to look at the
feasibility of running programs there, and to the Shire
of Yarra Ranges to explore structures through which
there can be more community use. A collection of
providers might come from that particular site. I might
add that the last grant program was circumvented for
political motives by the opposition, which delayed the
completion of the work that the grant was provided for
by referring this to the Ombudsman — a point the
Ombudsman has now dismissed. There was no conflict
of interest there.
The important thing is that now we can proceed. It is
Swinburne University’s intention to seek expressions of
interest to either sell or lease that particular land but
with education zoning on it. I want to emphasise that
point. The government has always said that its preferred
wish is the continuation of the delivery of education
programs, so my permission has been given for
Swinburne University to seek an expression of interest,
conditional upon the educational zoning remaining. We
will once and for all — —
Mr Leane — Which one?
Hon. P. R. HALL — Over the whole site,
Mr Leane. Once and for all we will find out whether
people are genuinely interested in delivering programs
from that particular site.

Ambulance services
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is for the Minister for Health. Can the
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minister advise the house what is the average number of
ambulances available each day across the metropolitan
Melbourne area to respond to emergency call-outs?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) —
That number varies from day to day, obviously,
and I can — —
Mr Jennings — Hence the average.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — My point is that on very
significant days, like during the recent heatwave, more
ambulances are available because we use a number of
non-emergency ambulances to increase the capacity to
respond. What I can say is that there are more
ambulances than there were under Labor. There are
more paramedics. I can tell the member very directly
that there are 465 more full-time paramedics, and I can
tell him also that the number of ambulances has
increased, as has the number of stations. I can also tell
you, President, that the number of locations has
increased.
Supplementary question
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The minister will probably be able to tell the house at a
later time that that average is about 170. I am hoping
the minister will be able to tell us, within that number,
how many additional ambulances were on the road
during the heatwave in accordance with the minister’s
heat emergency response plan?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I do
not necessarily accept the member’s punt on these
things or his information, but what I would say is that
the number was greater than it was under Labor and
greater during the heatwave period. We deployed a
number of non-emergency vehicles to undertake less
acute services. That is normal and the way it should
operate. Overall the number of ambulances was greater
than it was under Labor, and I have to say that the
number of locations was also greater than it was under
Labor.

Child safety campaign
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is directed to Ms Lovell in her capacity as
Minister for Children and Early Childhood
Development, and I ask: can the minister inform the
house what the government has done to inform people
about the dangers of leaving children in cars on hot
days?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — I thank the member
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for her question and for her ongoing interest in the
welfare of Victorian children. We know that leaving
children alone in a hot car on a hot day can be fatal, and
we have been out since before Christmas warning
parents of the perils of leaving children alone in a hot
car.
Temperatures inside a hot car on a hot day can be more
than double the temperature outside the car. I have
watched the thermometer rise from 34 degrees to more
than 65 degrees in just 4 minutes. Young children have
a smaller body size than adults and they more easily
suffer from dehydration and heatstroke. Leaving them
in a hot car can be fatal. Last year we had 1100 cases
where paramedics were called to attend children who
were left alone in cars. In the recent heatwave in
January we had 50 children in one week, and last
Tuesday in Melbourne, when temperatures hit around
41 degrees, there were 14 children left in cars. This has
become a serious issue, and we need to make parents
aware of it.
As I said, we have been out there since before
Christmas warning parents of this. We have had press
releases, with a number of articles run throughout
newspapers. We have had 814 community service
announcements run on radio stations in metropolitan
and regional areas, and we emailed every school and
every childhood provider to warn parents. We also had
an article on the department’s website warning parents.
We have now launched a more professional campaign
to raise awareness of this amongst the community. It is
called the ‘No exceptions, no excuses’ campaign. Over
the next four weeks we will have print advertising in
158 metropolitan and regional newspapers. We have
radio ads running on 25 metropolitan, regional and
ethnic radio stations. We have online advertising on
sites like Mamamia, the Herald Sun online, Fairfax and
Google. We also have a social media campaign going
through Facebook and Twitter. An electronic awareness
kit that contains our campaign visuals has been sent to
early childhood facilities, schools, local governments,
maternal and child health centres, medical centres, local
libraries, retail trader associations, Victoria’s sporting
associations and ethnic communities so that they can
use those visuals in their newsletters.
We are also doing research with around 1000 parents to
see why parents are leaving children alone in cars, why
this message is not getting through and how we can
better tailor our campaign next summer to make sure
that the message does get through. Our message to
parents is clear: there are no exceptions, there are no
excuses. Keep your children safe, take them with you
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and do not leave them alone the car, especially on a hot
day.

Ambulance services
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is for the Minister for Health. Can the
minister tell the house what is the approximate cost of
the purchase and fit-out of a mobile intensive care
ambulance (MICA)?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) —
President, I can tell you that mobile intensive care
ambulance numbers have grown very extensively under
this government — —
Mr Lenders — You don’t know.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I actually do know. We put
10 new MICA services on the road — which was what
I was about to tell the chamber — for about $1 million.
Mr Lenders — He doesn’t know.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I’m just telling you. We put
10 new ones on the road — ones that the previous
government never had on the road — for about
$1 million, and we put them on the road with new
Territories and single responder units in country centres
all around Victoria. I will run through them:
Warrnambool, Wodonga, Mildura, Swan Hill,
Shepparton, Wangaratta, Bairnsdale and Sale.
Mr Lenders — Shepparton!
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Indeed. I was very fortunate
to be in Shepparton to launch that service. This is the
single MICA responder units that have been put all
around country Victoria in key towns. Those towns are
larger cities, and they have a radius of 80 to
100 kilometres, delivering MICA services into those
areas of country Victoria — MICA services that were
not available under the previous government. Let me be
quite clear. The former parliamentary secretary to the
shadow Minister for Health, who seemed to have a
great interest in ambulance services, was advocating
that those MICA shifts be unpicked.
An honourable member — Who?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Wade Noonan is his name,
the member for Williamstown in the Assembly. What
he wanted to do was unpick those services, and it is
about time that Mr Jennings, as shadow minister,
renounced his policy of unwinding those MICA
services in country Victoria. Those MICA services are
delivering better outcomes for the community, and we
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have seen that with the out-of-hospital arrangements
that are delivering better survival results for country
Victoria than previously. Our election policy of
10 units — $1 million — is being delivered across
country Victoria. Those services are up and running.
They were never there in the past, including under the
previous government.
Some in this chamber may remember the period just
before the election. I think it was a Wednesday when
we went out and publicly made an announcement about
10 new MICA services. Within an hour and a half
Labor had copied the announcement. It had actually
copied that.
Mr Jennings interjected.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — It is true. Jon Faine started
laughing at Labor when, after we had announced the
10 new MICA services, an hour and a bit later Daniel
Andrews went out and announced 10 new MICA
services. He copied them. We welcomed that. We
thought it would be a bipartisan policy to put 10 new
MICA services in 10 big regional cities, but actually it
was not. Wade Noonan has been running around the
countryside seeking to unpick the MICA rosters. He
wants to enable MICA paramedics. He wants to unpick
those rosters and push those MICA paramedics out all
over the state, allowing them to go to whichever branch
they wish. In fact Ambulance Victoria has gone to a lot
of effort to build secure rosters for the single-responder
units in each of those country centres. Each of those
country centres now has a MICA single-responder unit
that is able to respond as required to cardiac events and
other life-threatening events that MICA can respond to.
The example of Shepparton was raised, and I can give
one small case study there. I was very pleased, a day or
so after the launch of that service, to hear of a case in
Nagambie — as far south from Shepparton as
Nagambie. That MICA single-responder unit had gone
to Nagambie, administered life-giving treatment and
put the patient in a chopper to Melbourne. That is the
sort of service that is being delivered now, which was
opposed by the former government and was not
delivered by Daniel Andrews.
Supplementary question
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The President would have heard the minister say very
early in his 4-minute contribution that the approximate
price of a MICA unit is $100 000.
Hon. D. M. Davis interjected.
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Mr JENNINGS — Yes, $100 000 to purchase and
fit it out — good work. Media reports recently exposed
the minister as spending more than $435 000 of
taxpayers money advertising in newspapers his
enterprise bargaining agreement negotiating position. In
light of Victoria’s emergency demand, would it not
have been better to spend that on four MICA units to
support Victorian patients?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — The
government does not in any way step back from its
desire to communicate directly with paramedics, their
families and the community the nature of the offer that
has been put on the table. Let me rehearse it for the
chamber again now, so that nobody be in any doubt
about the offer that is on the table. It is 6 per cent
up-front, 3 per cent in the next tranche, 3 per cent after
that and $1500 up-front. What it assured paramedics —
and not through the filter of the union and union
misinformation — is that a whole series of their
conditions would be preserved in these arrangements.
The 10 weeks leave that paramedics get annually and
the defined benefits superannuation scheme would be
preserved, too. All those matters, like a four-day-on and
four-day-off roster, would be preserved. We wanted to
get through the misinformation and make it clear to
paramedics and the community that this was a very
important offer that would secure the future of our
ambulance service.

Southbank skyscraper
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question this afternoon is to my good friend and
colleague in Northern Metropolitan Region, the
Honourable Matthew Guy. Can the Minister for
Planning inform the house of what action the Napthine
coalition government has taken to bring forward new
inner urban high-density growth for the Melbourne
central area?
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — What a
pleasure to start off calendar year 2014 with a question
from my good friend and colleague Mr Ondarchie, one
of the Liberal members for Northern Metropolitan
Region — and what a beautiful region it is. As you
would know, President, Melbourne is a very
fashionable city, and in a world and an era of skinny
jeans, skinny ties and skinny lattes, it is my pleasure to
inform the chamber about the skinny skyscraper.
Recently I approved a fantastic new development for
Southbank which will be Melbourne’s skinniest
skyscraper. It will be around 12 metres wide at its
narrowest point, or about seven Matthew Guys, and
around 240 metres high, or about 120 Justin Maddens.
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The building itself will be an icon for the Southbank
skyline.
While I am on my feet I will say that it should be
remembered that this building is one that will create
hundreds of jobs for the Melbourne area. It will
represent tens of millions of dollars worth of investment
in 54 Clarke Street, Southbank. From the top of that
building on a clear day you might get to see Mr Drum
in Bendigo or Mr Finn in Bulla, and on another day you
might look eastward and even see Bulleen — what a
wonderful place that is. But what you will see is
hundreds of jobs, tens of millions of dollars worth of
investment and an example of what is becoming a
unique fad in skyscrapers around the world. At
432 Park Avenue, New York City, there will be a
building that is 426 metres tall, and it will be the second
tallest in that city. It will be quite a narrow skyscraper at
its key point. The buildings at 785 Eighth Avenue and
One Madison Park, again in New York City, are setting
the trend for optimising land use in central city areas.
This tower represents a revolutionary change in the way
that we design buildings in Melbourne. BKA Architects
should be congratulated on being a part of what is
becoming a growing trend in Australia — that is,
central city growth, which is aggressively being
targeted by this government and which is producing
wonderful results for our economy in central
Melbourne. It is fair to say that over the last three years
the coalition government has been unashamed in its
drive for greater density in the central Melbourne area
and unashamedly pro-Melbourne when it has been out
there seeking to have people invest in our central city
area. That is important because it has flow-on effects.
On a seasonally adjusted basis there were around
49 500 dwelling approvals in Victoria in 2013. That
was 3000 more than New South Wales, despite there
being around 7.4 million people living in that state.
With a quarter of the nation’s population, we had
around 30 per cent of national dwelling approvals over
the last 12 months.
On a trend basis, in December 2013 Victoria had
4549 dwelling approvals, an increase of 2.9 per cent
over November and a 10.8 per cent increase over
December 2012. That shows that there is growing
confidence in Melbourne, in this government’s drive
for good capital city policy and in this state’s economy,
and importantly, growing confidence in Melbourne as a
city with a clear direction going forward and as a city
that is — as a result of this coalition government —
delivering a better Victoria for all Victorians and, more
than anything else, delivering a greater capital city for
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all Victorians. This government is proud to be
delivering a better Melbourne for all Victorians.

Heatwaves
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — My
question today is for the Minister for Health. As the
minister would be aware, on 14 to 17 January Victoria
experienced an unprecedented heatwave, with the
hottest four-day period on record and many subsequent
very hot days. Community organisations, local
government and emergency services have gone to great
lengths to protect the health of vulnerable community
members by doing a range of things. They have put on
extra staff, extended operating hours in providing health
care, turned up air conditioners and opened these spaces
to the public. They have provided free giveaways such
as fans, sunscreen, bottles of water and passes to public
pools. Many of those organisations, as the minister
would know, work on shoestring budgets. Will the
government provide funding for those emergency
services, agencies and municipalities to recoup the cost
of providing essential services during heatwaves?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — As the
member points out we obviously suffered through a
period of significant heat through those days in January.
Mr Barber — Record heat.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I was just going to detail
some of that, Mr Barber, thank you. It is interesting to
note the impact across the days and to compare it to
2009. In 2009, 34.6, 35.0 and 33.8 degrees were the
mean temperatures for each of the three days. It then
fell to 25.4 degrees. The mean temperatures in this heat
event in January went from 35.7 to 34.4, 34.8 and
32.7 degrees over four days. We had not just very high
peaks but also higher temperatures across the night
period over the four-day period, and in that sense this
was the most significant heat event of its type that we
are aware of. In no way is this something the
government has taken lightly. There is a heat plan that
the government has had in place since 2011. That is in
stark contrast to 2009.
Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — It is an integrated plan that
has been put in place working with the fire agencies
and other emergency services, because on some
occasions these are — —
Honourable members interjecting.
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The PRESIDENT — Order! Mr Jennings,
Mr Leane and Mr Finn, thank you. I am listening to the
minister.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — These are significant points
that need to be managed across agencies. Heat health
alerts were put out across the state by the chief health
officer advising health services and ambulance services,
as well as local government and other agencies on the
way they needed to respond. Those organisations — for
example, local government — had their own
approaches, which are obviously individual. The
approach of the City of Melbourne is very different
from the approach of the Shire of Yarriambiack, and
there are other examples around the state. I pay tribute
to the work of local government, and I pay tribute to the
work of community agencies as well. I pay tribute
particularly to the work of Ambulance Victoria, which
responded to record numbers of cases, and the
government obviously had significant resources and
significant support committed there. The government
will examine this closely in a systematic way, and the
chief health officer will produce a report in the same
way as was done in 2009.
In terms of funding, the government has not looked
specifically at funding for agencies. It is the
responsibility of local governments, for example, to
undertake their own arrangements and their own
funding. The City of Melbourne, for example, I know
did a lot of good work with the homeless, and I pay
tribute to the work of the Lord Mayor, Robert Doyle,
and others for their significant approach.
One thing that is quite important here is that we do not
confuse the immediate responses that are occurring
with some of the more esoteric debate about climate
change, and I know a number of commentators were
trying to make some linkages. A number of people had
a particular view and they are entitled to that view, but
it is important that we keep the actual immediate
response as a matter of immediate response rather than
being about the long-term debate about climate change.
As I said, I note the significant work of Ambulance
Victoria, and I pay tribute to the close work that was
done between my department, the Department of
Human Services, the ambulance service and other local
agencies. We will certainly be looking at how we can
support agencies both in relation to this event and into
the future.
Supplementary question
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister for not answering my question.
Basically I was asking about funding for these
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organisations, and I really appreciate that the minister
acknowledged the great work they did over those four
days. The example of the City of Melbourne was
excellent and the warnings were very good, but we
need to take the next step. Councils cannot afford to
provide these services year after year. They need a
contingency fund, and that is what I am asking of the
government. Will it commit to a contingency fund for
non-government organisations and local governments
to provide these incredibly important services?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — The
longstanding practice is that natural disasters — and
heat falls into that category — are dealt with by
Treasury in the normal way when there is a matter
that needs to be dealt with, and I will not pre-empt
anything the Treasurer might say or do. The fires in
2009 were a good example of when additional
allocations were made to support specific matters. I
do not necessarily accept that these events will be
occurring in the way the member has outlined and, as
I said, it is important — —
Ms Hartland — So there are not going to be any
more heatwaves?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — No, I did not say that. There
are heatwaves from time to time and they are dealt
with. But I think it is important that the esoteric debate
about climate change is not confused in this way. I note
that some people like Dr Liz Hanna were talking about
this. I know she is a member of the Climate and Health
Alliance and was president of that body at the time she
endorsed the Greens at the last federal election — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! Thank you, Minister.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — That is entirely a matter for
her and her organisation, but it is not a matter that we
want to get confused.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Minister! The
confusion seems to be over the time allocation.

Wangaratta Airport
Mrs MILLAR (Northern Victoria) — My question
is to Mr Rich-Phillips, the Minister responsible for the
Aviation Industry. Could the minister update the house
on the Wangaratta Airport upgrade?
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Minister
responsible for the Aviation Industry) — I thank
Mrs Millar for her question and indeed for her interest
in the Wangaratta regional airport. I was delighted to
join Mrs Millar in Wangaratta at the end of January,
along with Ms Darveniza and the member for Murray
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Valley in the other place, Tim McCurdy. I was pleased
to be in Wangaratta at the end of January with Ailsa
Fox, chief administrator with the Rural City of
Wangaratta, for the official reopening of the
Wangaratta Airport, the largest airport serving
north-east Victoria, which has just undergone a
$225 000 upgrade of the main north–south runway.
This project was jointly funded with a $150 000
contribution from the Victorian government through the
Regional Aviation Fund and the balance of $75 000
from the Rural City of Wangaratta. The facility is
important to the communities in north-eastern Victoria.
During the course of the official launch at the end of
January that airport received a mission from the air
ambulance service, and that underscores the role that
the facility plays in the community in north-eastern
Victoria in supporting operations by emergency
services, in supporting business operations and business
activities in north-eastern Victoria, and in supporting
fire spotting activities and firefighting activities in
north-eastern Victoria. Accordingly the Victorian
government was delighted to contribute $150 000 to
that project to upgrade and resurface the north–south
runway and provide for its ongoing viability at the
Wangaratta regional airport.
This is just one of the projects on which the Victorian
government has worked with the community
throughout regional Victoria to ensure that we are
building a better Victoria. Over the course of the last
three years the Victorian government has committed
more than $13 million to around 15 individual projects
throughout rural Victoria through the Regional
Aviation Fund in recognition of the role the state
government can play in supporting rural and regional
communities and rural and regional municipalities to
upgrade and enhance important community
infrastructure. The Victorian government sees this as a
great investment in community infrastructure in rural
and regional Victoria. We see it as a great investment in
those communities in rural and regional Victoria. We
see it as a great way to continue to build a better
Victoria.
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PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Australian Crime Commission —
Report, 2012–13.
Report under section 31 of the Crimes (Assumed
Identities) Act 2004, 2012–13.
Border Groundwaters Agreement Review Committee —
Report, 2012–13.
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 — Minister’s Order of
27 December 2013 giving approval to the granting of a
licence at Camperdown Public Park Reserve.
Falls Creek Alpine Resort Management Board — Report for
the year ended 31 October 2013.
Health Practitioner Regulation National Law (Victoria) Act
2009 — National Health Practitioner Ombudsman and
Privacy Commissioner’s Report, 2012–13.
Lake Mountain Alpine Resort Management Board — Report
for the year ended 31 October 2013.
Mount Baw Baw Alpine Resort Management Board —
Report for the year ended 31 October 2013.
Mount Buller and Mount Stirling Alpine Resort Management
Board — Report for the year ended 31 October 2013.
Mount Hotham Alpine Resort Management Board — Report
for the year ended 31 October 2013.
Murray-Darling Basin Authority — Report, 2012–13.
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003 — Government
Response to the Environment and Natural Resources
Committee’s Report on Rural Drainage in Victoria.
Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of Approval
of the following amendments to planning schemes:
Banyule Planning Scheme — Amendments C86 and
C96.
Baw Baw Planning Scheme — Amendment C93.
Boroondara Planning Scheme — Amendment C191.
Brimbank Planning Scheme — Amendment C38.
Campaspe Planning Scheme — Amendment C102.
Cardinia Planning Scheme — Amendments C133 and
C195.
Casey Planning Scheme — Amendment C184.

Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Eastern Metropolitan)
presented Alert Digest No. 1 of 2014, including
appendices and an extract of proceedings.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

Frankston Planning Scheme — Amendments C74 and
C78.
Glen Eira Planning Scheme — Amendments C80, C111
and C114.
Glenelg Planning Scheme — Amendment C76 Part 1.
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Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme — Amendments
C159 Part 1, C191 and C205.

Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981 —
No. 164/2013.

Greater Dandenong Planning Scheme — Amendments
C124 and C181.

Education and Training Reform Act 2006 — Nos. 157
and 172/2013.

Greater Geelong Planning Scheme — Amendments
C233, C247 and C294.

Environment Protection Act 1970 — No. 159/2013.
Fisheries Act 1995 — No. 168/2013.

Hume Planning Scheme — Amendment C154 Part 1.
Gas Safety Act 1997 — No. 158/2013.
Indigo, Mount Alexander and Greater Shepparton
Planning Schemes — Amendment GC4.

Infringements Act 2006 — No. 169/2013.

Indigo Planning Scheme — Amendment C32.

Magistrates’ Court Act 1989 — Nos. 177 and 178/2013.

Kingston Planning Scheme — Amendments C126 and
C129.

Police Regulation Act 1958 — No. 162/2013.

Latrobe Planning Scheme — Amendment C79.
Loddon Planning Scheme — Amendments C28 and
C30.
Maribyrnong Planning Scheme — Amendment C127.
Mildura Planning Scheme — Amendment C87.

Retirement Villages Act 1986 — Nos. 170 and
171/2013.
Road Safety Act 1986 — Nos. 174 to 176/2013.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — Nos. 160 and
173/2013.
Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983 —
No. 1/2014.

Mitchell Planning Scheme — Amendment C94.
Moonee Valley Planning Scheme — Amendment C130.
Mount Alexander Planning Scheme — Amendment
C69.

Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act
1998 — No. 165/2013.
Water Act 1989 — No. 163/2013.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 —

Murrindindi Planning Scheme — Amendments C36 and
C42.
Nillumbik Planning Scheme — Amendments C60 and
C89.
Port Phillip Planning Scheme — Amendment C130.
South Gippsland Planning Scheme — Amendments
C73 and C83 Part 1.
Swan Hill Planning Scheme — Amendment C56.
Victoria Planning Provisions — Amendments VC99
and VC105.
Wellington Planning Scheme — Amendments C33 and
C70.
Whittlesea Planning Scheme — Amendments C115 and
C151.
Wyndham Planning Scheme — Amendment C193.
Yarra Planning Scheme — Amendment C203.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament:
Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Control of Use)
Act 1992 — No. 156/2013.
Building Act 1993 — No. 161/2013.
County Court Act 1958 — Nos. 166 and 167/2013.

Documents under section 15 in respect of Statutory Rule
Nos. 141, 142, 149, 156 to 159 and 161 to 178/2013 and
1/2014.
Legislative Instruments and related documents under
section 16B in respect of —
Amendment to the Determination that Specified
Areas are Designated Bushfire Prone Areas of
19 December 2013 made under the Building Act
1993.
Ministerial Order No. 625 — Procedures for
Suspension and Expulsion of 23 December 2013
made under the Education and Training Reform
Act 2006.
Quota Order for the Scallop Dive (Port Phillip
Bay) Fishery made under the Fisheries Act 1995.
Determination of Fees: Issue of Country and
Metropolitan Hire Car Licences of 9 December
2013 made under the Transport (Compliance and
Miscellaneous) Act 1983.
Victoria Police — Chief Commissioner — Report under
section 31 of the Crimes (Assumed Identities) Act 2004,
2012–13.
Victorian Environmental Assessment Council Act 2001 —
Government Response to Report on the Investigation into
Additional Prospecting Areas in Parks, February 2014.
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Proclamations of the Governor in Council fixing
operative dates in respect of the following acts:
Courts and Other Justice Legislation Amendment Act
2013 — Remaining Provisions (except Division 1 of
Part 3) — 1 February 2014; Division 1 of Part 3 — 1 July
2014 (Gazette No. S17, 28 January 2014).
Justice Legislation Amendment (Miscellaneous) Act 2013 —
Part 7 — 29 January 2014; Remaining Provisions of Part 6 —
3 March 2014 (Gazette No. S17, 28 January 2014).
National Parks Amendment (Leasing Powers and Other
Matters) Act 2013 — Part 2 — 19 December 2013 (Gazette
No. S449, 17 December 2013).
Road Legislation Amendment Act 2013 — Section 14 —
17 December 2013 (Gazette No. S449, 17 December 2013).
Sentencing Amendment (Abolition of Suspended Sentences
and Other Matters) Act 2013 — Sections 28 and 29 —
20 December 2013; Part 6 — 17 February 2014 (Gazette
No. S449, 17 December 2013).
Transport Legislation Amendment (Foundation Taxi and Hire
Car Reforms) Act 2013 — Sections 23, 24(1), 26, 27, 28(2),
30, 31(1), 31(3) and 31(4) — 1 February 2014 (Gazette
No. S17, 28 January 2014).

BUDGET UPDATE
Report 2013–14
The Clerk, pursuant to section 27D(6)(c) of the
Financial Management Act 1994, presented budget
update for 2013–14.
Laid on table.

PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS
The Clerk — I have received a letter dated
31 January 2014 from the Assistant Treasurer headed
‘Order for documents — cost estimates for firefighter
compensation’, together with attachments.
Letter and attachments on pages 52–54
Ordered that letter and attachments be considered
next day on motion of Ms HARTLAND (Western
Metropolitan).

PALACE THEATRE
The PRESIDENT — Order! Members may recall
that on a previous occasion I indicated to the house that
the Speaker and I had lodged a submission expressing
our concerns about a possible development at 20–30
and 30A Bourke Street, Melbourne, the Palace Theatre
site. I recently received a letter dated 21 January from
the Minister for Planning indicating that he has refused
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that application for development of the Palace Theatre
site. I inform the house of that response.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
General business
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — By
leave, I move:
That precedence be given to the following general business
on Wednesday, 5 February 2014:
(1) the notice of motion given this day by Mr Jennings
expressing a lack of confidence in the ability of the
Minister for Health to manage the health system in
Victoria;
(2) the notice of motion given this day by Ms Hartland
referring a matter to the Legal and Social Issues
References Committee relating to heatwave
planning, response and recovery; and
(3) the notice of motion given this day by Ms Hartland
relating to the findings of the Economy and
Infrastructure Legislation Committee report on the
Accident Compensation Legislation (Fair
Protection for Firefighters) Bill 2011.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
SPC Ardmona
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak on recent events in Canberra and the disgraceful
approach taken by the Abbott government to the
manufacturing sector. When the coalition was elected
in September last year Mr Abbott’s famous comment
was that this country was now open for business. What
has happened since is that many manufacturing
companies have exited or are about to exit this country,
so that comment should have been clarified. Unless you
are a chocolate manufacturer, you will not get support
from this government. It looks like we may be
competing with Belgium and Switzerland to become
the chocolate producer of the world. If you do anything
else, there is basically no support. Support for the car
industry is about to go, and support for struggling
farmers suffering from drought will go shortly. The
government is not interested in providing any support
to SPC Ardmona or the 5000 growers and other people
in the Goulburn Valley who depend on SPC. It is
shameful. The most unfortunate part is that so far the
only thing the Napthine government has done is talk. I
call on the government to get off its backside, match
Labor’s commitment of $30 million in support for SPC
and get on with it.
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Midsumma Festival
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — Over
the last few weeks I have had the privilege of attending
a number of Midsumma Festival events in the western
suburbs. There have been a range of events, such as the
launch of WESTANDPROUD, which documents the
area’s gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, intersex and
queer heritage and culture. The website is quite
interesting. It showcases a number of short films about
the history of queer life in the west as well as a
historical timeline of significant milestones. The
personal stories brought to life via film navigate broad
territory, from coming out stories to gender
transitioning, same-sex parenting and beyond.
WESTANDPROUD is a joint venture between RMIT
University social work students and Hobsons Bay City
Council.
A range of city councils have been excellent on these
issues. There was a high tea and a game of croquet at
the beautiful Williamstown Croquet Club, and to finish
off the festival I had the privilege of being a judge at the
Out at Twilight dog show in Sunshine on Saturday
night. I especially want to thank GOWEST and the
local councils for their wonderful work in highlighting
the issues that are important to the gay, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender, intersex and queer community
and in organising events that are both informative and
fun. I am certainly looking forward to these events next
year.

Small business
Mrs COOTE (Southern Metropolitan) — I wish to
put on record my praise of and admiration for small
businesses in Victoria. They are the backbone of our
economy. The people who operate our small businesses
work tirelessly in our communities and provide
excellent service.
There is one particular company that I would like to
speak of: it is called Kiddie Country and it is in Union
Street, Armadale. The owners and proprietors are
Martine and Michael Milun, and they pride themselves
on giving the very best customer service. This standard
of customer service can be provided by small
businesses better than by conglomerates, as they have
an interpersonal relationship with their clients. This is
indeed what Kiddie Country offers.
In this very poignant week of the anniversary of Black
Saturday it is extremely important to understand how
many small businesses were closed because of the fires.
The Minister for Innovation, Services and Small
Business, Louise Asher, has come up with a great
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innovation in response: mobile business centres
providing free face-to-face expert help. These centres
make available a series of mentors — people who have
had a huge amount of experience in running or working
as senior management in their own small businesses —
who provide opportunities for people who have lost
their businesses or need to re-establish them after a
disaster such as the recent fires in the Grampians. The
mobile business centres delivered over 745 mentoring
sessions to more than 103 suburbs and towns across
Victoria in 2013, and they will visit a significant
number of locations throughout Victoria in 2014.

Vicki Hamilton
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — It is a great
pleasure to commend Vicki Hamilton, CEO of the
Asbestos Council of Victoria and Gippsland Asbestos
Related Disease Support Inc. (GARDS), on her Medal
of the Order of Australia. Ms Hamilton’s OAM has
been awarded for her leadership of the Gippsland
Asbestos Related Disease Support group and for her
unflagging advocacy of the need for local, state and
federal governments, as well as employers, unions and
our medical and legal systems, to do everything
possible to prevent the spread of asbestos-related
diseases. For more than two decades Ms Hamilton and
GARDS have provided support for countless people
suffering from an asbestos-related disease, their
families and carers, both in Gippsland and across
Victoria.
Distinguished awards such as those announced as part
of the Australia Day honours are of course conferred on
individuals, but I guess in almost every case the award
recipient is closely connected to an organisation or
collective that has worked to achieve success.
Ms Hamilton would be the first to acknowledge that her
award is in many respects an award for everyone who
has put their shoulder to the wheel to support GARDS
and its objectives, and those affected by
asbestos-related diseases.
Ms Hamilton is the first to acknowledge that while
much has been achieved, the incidence of these diseases
will not peak for decades to come. Awareness will
reduce exposure to asbestos, particularly in the area of
home renovation. This is a fantastic honour for
Ms Hamilton, and I was delighted when the
announcement was made.

Mrs Coote
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — Just
over two weeks ago Andrea Coote announced her
intention to retire from the Victorian Parliament at this
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year’s upcoming state election, an announcement that
took many by surprise. What should not be a surprise is
the acknowledgement of her various contributions by
many people across the Victorian community, all of
whom recognise the work she has done for our great
party, her work in representing the electorates of
Monash Province and then Southern Metropolitan
Region, her work on numerous parliamentary
committees and her work serving as Parliamentary
Secretary for Families and Community Services since
2010. Having responsibility in this portfolio area
requires her to work with some of the most vulnerable
members of our community, which she does with such
commitment and compassion.
Andrea’s contribution to public life, having represented
her community so effectively for over 15 years, is a
great example for many of us. She has enormous
capacity and is widely respected. In addition to her
current role, she has held several leadership positions
and a number of shadow ministry portfolios. She is also
the longest-serving female Liberal Party member of the
Legislative Council.
Much is said about women in politics. Andrea is one
woman who can be very satisfied with the part she has
played as a role model for anyone thinking about a
career in politics. For me she has been an extraordinary
mentor, colleague and friend over many years, having
given such wise counsel on a range of issues. She will
leave this place at the end of the year, and until then she
will continue with as much energy as always. Andrea
will be missed by the Victorian Parliament, but I
hope — and I have no doubt — that the next phase of
her life will see her contribute in other ways that
provide her with fulfilment and utilise her vast
knowledge and expertise.

Job losses
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — It is a
well-known fact throughout the Victorian community
that this Liberal-Nationals government has absolutely
dropped the ball in terms of job creation and job
retainment. We have seen unprecedented job losses
since this government was elected. Not a week goes by
without companies making closure announcements and
more workers joining the dole queues. Victoria has
gone from being the jobs capital of Australia in 2010
under a Labor state government to a state with some of
the worst unemployment figures in the country.
Victorians hear all sorts of excuses from those opposite,
but deep down they know that what we have here is a
government that simply does not have a clue what to
do. Victorians know that the Napthine government
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lacks the ticker when it comes to jobs on the line and
does not take action to stop the jobs toll. Time and
again Victorian workers have been hung out to dry by
the Napthine government, and this will be in the backs
of the minds of all Victorians come 29 November.
Right now times are tough for 1000-odd workers at
SPC Ardmona in Shepparton and fruit growers in the
Goulburn Valley. There is lots of gnashing of teeth and
wailing by those opposite but no action; all they are
interested in is keeping their own jobs. Victorian
workers are worried about their futures, and Denis
Napthine is not doing enough to protect Victorian jobs,
while the member for Shepparton in the Assembly has
simply gone missing. Victoria deserves a lot better from
this government.

Mrs Coote
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — I wish to acknowledge the
announcement by Mrs Andrea Coote of her retirement.
Mrs Coote will be sadly missed by this place. She is a
woman of integrity, energy and intelligence. She is
fearless and courageous. She was a great deputy leader
when I was first elected to this place. She has made a
significant contribution to the Victorian Parliament, and
we are all better for having shared this place with her.
For me personally she has been a great mentor, friend
and source of advice. While she will remain a member
of this place for the rest of the year, I wish her every
success for the future, and I wish her and Alan a very
happy future life.

Mr Ronalds
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE — On a separate matter,
I would like to acknowledge the endorsement by the
Liberal Party of Mr Andrew Ronalds as the candidate
to replace Mr Philip Davis, who yesterday saw the
Governor and resigned as a member for Eastern
Victoria region. Mr Ronalds was endorsed after a
thorough, democratic, open preselection process run by
the Liberal Party.
Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips — Don’t all parties do
that?
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE — This stands in stark
contrast to the situation with the Labor Party. I would
like to quote from the Latrobe Valley Express of
2 December 2013, which reports Ms Jane Rowe, a
well-known Labor member, as saying:
‘We are no longer willing to accept this undemocratic
approach; that’s why people went through the whole
preselection reform process, but now they are effectively
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hoodwinking rank and file members and smacking nominees
in the face’.

In stark contrast, the Liberal Party believes in
democratic values.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! Time, Mr O’Donohue.

Louis Fleyfel
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — It is my
singular pleasure to congratulate Mr Louis Fleyfel,
OAM, who is well known to many of my parliamentary
colleagues, on his recent New Year’s honour of AO.
The honour recognises his role as a co-founder and
honorary president of the Australia Lebanon Chamber
of Commerce & Industry and mentor and supporter of
the Australian Lebanese Medical Association.
This AO award is further acknowledgement by the
federal government of his outstanding achievements in
taking part in the rescue of many Australian Lebanese
men and women who were evacuated safely from
Lebanon during the 2006 war and also for his
magnificent contribution towards the Maronite church
and hostel in Thornbury. The Australian Lebanese
community is extremely proud of Mr Fleyfel for this
well-deserved award.

National Servicemen’s Association of Australia
Mr ELASMAR — On another matter, on
12 January I attended a barbecue in aid of the National
Servicemen’s Association of Australia (Victorian
branch). The association members are men who were
called up for military service during the Vietnam
conflict. The day was a pleasant event, and I enjoyed
talking to these mature men about their experiences in a
war that they were conscripted to fight. Despite this,
they retained the marvellous sense of humour and
patriotism that makes them so uniquely Australian. I
thank the organising committee for its efforts in making
this annual event so successful.

Black Saturday
Ms DARVENIZA (Northern Victoria) — I wish to
acknowledge the anniversary this Friday, 7 February
2014, of the Black Saturday bushfires in 2009 which
devastated Victoria and many areas in my electorate of
Northern Victoria region. Extreme weather conditions
such as temperatures of 46 degrees and winds over
100 kilometres an hour caused one of the deadliest
natural disasters, which erupted with fatal fury across
our state.
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The Black Saturday bushfires killed 173 people, injured
414 people, destroyed 2100 homes and displaced
7562 people. We will never forget the loss and
devastation that occurred as a result of the bushfires —
the emotional scars will last a lifetime — but we are
also very pleased to see the rebuilding and regeneration
of those areas and the communities coming back to life,
businesses reopening and tourists once more visiting.
Since the royal commission into the Black Saturday
bushfires, evacuation procedures and early warning
systems have been implemented that will help to save
lives. However, much more still needs to be done.
On this fifth anniversary it is important that we
remember and reflect on the communities that will
forever be haunted by this disaster.

Aged-care facilities
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — Just
before Christmas the Minister for Health, David Davis,
sneakily put out to tender more than 1000 of
metropolitan Melbourne’s public aged-care beds,
making him the Grinch who stole Christmas. This is a
heartless government; it does not care about our
seniors, nor does it care about younger people in public
nursing homes. The more than 1000 beds to be lost
include 500 aged persons mental health beds and
specialist beds for people with multiple sclerosis.
This government has slashed $75 million from the
public residential aged-care budget. It has overseen the
loss of 380 public aged-care beds since it came to
government. It has closed aged-care facilities in
Ballarat, Castlemaine, Koroit, Kyneton, Melbourne and
Williamstown, and another one will close in Melton
South at the end of this month. One facility in Rosebud
has already been privatised, and as a result of this
tender process many more will be either sold or closed.
This is why I was amazed that the member for Mount
Waverley in the Assembly, Michael Gidley, last week
provided a statement to the Save Monash Gardens &
Save Elizabeth Gardens community group criticising
Monash council for its process. This is despite the fact
that Mr Gidley’s own government has not given his
constituents or any other Victorian the opportunity to
comment on the Napthine government’s secret
aged-care bed sell-off. Mr Gidley has not come out
publicly opposing his own government’s sale of
Monash Health’s nursing home, which will no doubt
limit his own community’s aged-care options. This is
complete hypocrisy on Mr Gidley’s part, and I call on
him to come out today and publicly oppose his
government’s privatisation of public aged-care
facilities.
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JOINT SITTING OF PARLIAMENT
Legislative Council vacancy
Message received from Assembly informing Council
that they have agreed to joint sitting to choose
Legislative Council member.

COURT SERVICES VICTORIA BILL 2013
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 December 2013; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I rise to
make a contribution to the debate on the Court Services
Victoria Bill 2013. I indicate to the house that the
opposition will not be opposing this bill. In essence the
bill establishes Court Services Victoria as a statutory
public sector body to provide the administrative
services and facilities for Victoria’s courts and the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT),
which are currently delivered through the Department
of Justice. The government will claim that it is
implementing an election commitment, but it has taken
it three years to do so. The Labor opposition members
are firm believers in judicial independence and
upholding the constitutional separation of powers
between the Parliament and the judiciary.
The bill establishes the Courts Council as the governing
body of Court Services Victoria. The council will be
chaired by the Chief Justice of Victoria and comprised
of the heads of each jurisdiction. It will be responsible
for appointing a CEO. The courts will remain as
separate entities and they will be responsible for their
own functioning. The courts will each have their own
CEO appointed by Court Services Victoria. The bill
also provides for the transfer of staff from the
Department of Justice courts division to Court Services
Victoria, and these staff members will have their
employment entitlements preserved. The Courts
Council will include the chief justice, the Chief Judge
of the County Court, the Chief Magistrate, the president
of the Children’s Court, the State Coroner, the president
of the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal and
up to two other members with experience or
qualifications in either finance, administration or
management to be selected by a majority of the judicial
members.
In any circumstance where multiple parties are required
to work together, there may arise the potential for
conflict or disagreement. The government has decided
to resolve any such situation through clause 16 by
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providing the chief justice with unfettered veto power
over the council. Clause 16 provides that if the chief
justice thinks a decision of the council is incompatible
with the integrity of a jurisdiction or a function of the
Supreme Court, the chief justice must inform the
council that it is not permitted to make the decision.
This proposed provision is fine should everything
always run smoothly, but the potential for conflict
remains. By way of example, in the current
environment of stretched resources, court delays and
room shortages, if the County Court is granted a request
for more criminal judges, that resource would be
allocated to it by the government. Under this proposal,
the chief justice has the capacity to take that resource
for the Supreme Court. That is not to say it will happen,
but in the light of current restraints a disagreement
between jurisdictions about resource allocation is a
possibility. A further potential for conflict arises when
Court Services Victoria appoints a court CEO
nominated by the head of the jurisdiction. In this case
the court CEO would be answerable to both the head of
the jurisdiction and Court Services Victoria and, by
extension, ultimately the chief justice.
It is important to remember that although this bill
purports to be about judicial independence, it is about
administrative and not financial independence. Part 5
outlines that although the Courts Council will prepare
the Court Services Victoria budget each year, the
Attorney-General — and, again by extension, the
Treasurer — will approve the budget with or without
modification. In practice, this will involve the
Attorney-General going through the normal
expenditure review committee process should any
money be allocated to Court Services Victoria or to the
courts themselves.
With regard to the independence of Court Services
Victoria, clause 59 provides that it will become an
exempt body from the Public Administration Act 2004.
Despite this, the government has decided to re-enact
certain sections of the Public Administration Act to
provide for the CEO and other employees of Court
Services Victoria. So whilst Court Services Victoria
itself is classed as independent, the CEO and certain
other employees are not. I understand that the rationale
for this is that Court Services Victoria is proposed to be
excluded in order to enshrine its independence from
government; however, individuals are not and are still
required to abide by the Public Administration Act in
terms of their employment. Arguably the easier way to
do this would have been to exempt Court Services
Victoria from certain sections of the Public
Administration Act rather than to re-enact sections of
that act in this bill. The government may want to crow
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about how independent Court Services Victoria is, but
how truly independent can a body be when the
government is still in control of the purse strings?
I am aware that the Chief Justice of Victoria, the
Honourable Marilyn Warren, is supportive of the bill. I
was present, together with the Treasurer, Mr O’Brien,
and the members for Melbourne and Clayton in the
Assembly — possibly other members of Parliament
were there, but these are the ones I saw yesterday — at
the opening of the legal year event organised by the
International Commission of Jurists Victoria. I
congratulate the International Commission of Jurists on
what was yet again a magnificent community event. I
particularly congratulate the chief justice on her
excellent speech. She spoke about the importance of the
rule of law and the need to protect it, because without
the rule of law there would be no democracy. She gave
a number of international examples, including from our
region, of areas where the rule of law is currently under
threat. We need to ensure the rule of law and the
independence of the judiciary in our country and in our
state.
In her speech the chief justice — who I should also
point out marks her 10th anniversary as chief justice
this year, and I congratulate her on that landmark
achievement — spoke about this bill and indicated her
support for it. She also expressed concerns in relation to
mandatory sentencing. She said in her speech:
Mandatory sentences in any form undermine the capacity of
judges to decide their cases efficiently, consistently and fairly.

Whilst of course I am pleased that the government,
despite its rhetoric around mandatory sentencing, has
not actually implemented that in legislation it has
brought to the house to date, I note that the highest
judge in this state has indicated her concerns around
mandatory sentencing in terms of maintaining judicial
independence in Victoria. With those words I indicate
to the house that Labor does not oppose this legislation.
We believe firmly in judicial independence, and I hope
the government’s rhetoric around judicial independence
extends further than just the establishment of Court
Services Victoria.
Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — It is with great
pleasure that I rise to speak on behalf of the coalition
government in relation to the Court Services Victoria
Bill 2013. This is indeed a landmark piece of legislation
and a significant reform that has been called for by
independent courts of various persuasions over many
years. They were listened to by the coalition when in
opposition before the 2010 election, and their
recommendations have been very carefully delivered in
this bill following a wide consultative process that has
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the approval of the various strands of the legal
profession. This included extensive consultation with
the courts and with the Chief Justice of Victoria, the
Honourable Justice Marilyn Warren, who has made a
number of comments, which I will return to shortly.
I note that Ms Mikakos in her contribution could not
resist the temptation to make a rather cheap point in
saying that this bill has taken three years to deliver.
This bill was certainly not delivered in the 11 years of
the previous Labor government nor by any of the other
Labor governments that have existed, regrettably,
through the 160-year history of the Supreme Court of
Victoria. The bill is in fact regarded as one of the most
important reforms to be delivered in that 160-year
history. We often get this cheap point from Labor when
we engage, as we do in many instances, in a wide
consultative process, even in relation to election
commitments, to make sure that the details of the
legislation reflect policy commitments and are done
with the widest possible input from appropriate
stakeholders. If that consultation process is engaged,
Labor tries to make a cheap point that the legislation is
three years too late. I can only say to Labor members
that we have done this, and I am very proud to be part
of the government that is bringing this bill before the
house.
In the words of Marilyn Warren:
This is one of the most significant developments in the almost
180-year history of courts in Victoria.

Of course the Supreme Court of New South Wales
existed in the Port Phillip district, as Victoria was then
known, prior to separation in 1852, and the
independence of the judiciary has been an issue
throughout the Supreme Court’s more recent history. If
one needs to explore this in greater detail, one can have
a look at the very detailed and erudite second-reading
speech that was made by the Attorney-General, which
includes these words:
Independence of the judiciary is a fundamental tenet of the
rule of law that underpins our free, open and democratic
society.

That is extremely important not only to this state but
also to other jurisdictions where freedom is not enjoyed
in the way that we appreciate here in Victoria — and
sometimes fail to appreciate. I attended a function held
by the Victorian branch of the International
Commission of Jurists, which was attended by the chief
justice, Ms Mikakos and lower house members Jennifer
Kanis, the member for Melbourne, and Mr Lim, the
member for Clayton. It was an important event for
reaffirming, as several speakers there did, the
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importance of the rule of law and how it sometimes
contrasts with the rules operating in other jurisdictions.
I will not make any further comment in relation to the
remarks of Chief Justice Warren on mandatory
sentencing — that will be a debate for another day —
but in relation to independence, Chief Justice Warren
talked about the importance of this bill in a press
release of 29 October 2013. The significant issue that
had been concerning the court was in relation to the
separation of powers and judicial independence not just
in an adjudicative sense but also in an administrative
and financial sense. In the press release, issued on the
Supreme Court of Victoria letterhead, the chief justice
talked about this bill being one of the most significant
developments in the 180-year history of courts in
Victoria and then said:
The independence of the judiciary is a foundational principle
of our constitutional democracy.
Protections of tenure, remuneration and immunity are
afforded to the judiciary in order that those coming before the
courts can be confident that those deciding cases do so
according to law, without fear or favour, affection or ill will.

To address Ms Mikakos’s point, the chief justice went
on to say:
The judiciary, however, do not operate in a vacuum.
The Victorian judiciary rely on court administration to
provide a safe and secure court environment and to maintain
court buildings. They rely on them to provide and maintain
the technology and facilities to keep track of files and orders,
to transcribe proceedings and to receive evidence via video
link. They rely upon support staff who provide legal research,
manage juries, maintain the records of the court and respond
to inquiries by lawyers, the media and members of the
public …
Administrative arrangements can have a profound impact on
the discharge of the judicial role.

That is why Chief Justice Warren goes on to support
the bill and the steps of significant consultation that the
Attorney-General and the Department of Justice have
taken in its development. An important step, which I
should refer to, was in 2012, prior to this bill, when,
according to the chief justice, a significant step towards
this goal was achieved with a reorganisation within the
Department of Justice to form a dedicated courts
administration arm and the establishment of an advisory
council, chaired by the Honourable Michael Black, AC,
QC, and comprising the heads of jurisdiction to oversee
the work being done. The advisory council then worked
closely with the Attorney-General and the department
in the development of the bill and the arrangements for
a seamless transition to this new body. That is the sort
of non-controversial and competent manner — if you
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contrast it with Labor’s administration — in which the
coalition government has implemented its important
commitments with this bill.
Throughout the Attorney-General’s second-reading
speech one can also see references to various papers
and judges, including former Chief Justice Sir John
Young, who in 1985 described a vacuum that had
developed in relation to court administration, with
neither the judges nor the law department taking up the
responsibility of court administration in the modern era.
That needs to be acknowledged.
In further response to Ms Mikakos’s contribution,
whilst the bill makes a significant reform in relation to
judicial independence, financial accountability is
preserved in this carefully drafted, important piece of
legislation because the legislation grants the courts
administrative independence but requires that
accountability ultimately vest back into the Parliament
and the people of Victoria. It addresses a complaint that
had been in existence for many years, which is that the
Supreme Court and the other courts felt that they were
effectively an arm of the mega Department of Justice.
In (2011) 85 ALJ481 485, Chief Justice Marilyn
Warren described the present situation in the following
words:
In Victoria, with the implementation of the ‘megadepartment’
structure, the courts, particularly the Supreme Court, were
relegated to a lower order within the executive dependent
upon service delivery and provision of resources by the
megadepartment of the Department of Justice. Consequently,
duplication of administrative work and subtle infiltration of
the exercise of judicial power have occurred in a number of
ways.
Thus, the Supreme Court, notwithstanding the doctrine of the
separation of powers, has engaged with a
government-provided IT system that is shared with a major
litigator in the Supreme Court, the state, and is subject to the
allocation of resources by the secretary of a department who
is, individually, a frequent litigator in sensitive and difficult
matters where the liberty of the citizen is at stake.

The chief justice went on to say:
Additionally, the time taken up by state courts in dealing with
a government department involves double dealing and
participation of the judiciary in administrative responsibility.

Those were the words of the chief justice, which many
others have agreed with.
I refer members to the second edition of a book by H.
P. Lee and Enid Campbell, The Australian Judiciary, in
which there is a discussion of the importance of the
reliance of the courts on the executive for their funding.
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The problem is identified by Professor Stephen Parker,
who observed, as quoted on page 66:
[T]he power to decide a court’s budget has some potential to
be used to undermine judicial independence because
declining resources and working conditions are bound to
concern dedicated professional people. Similarly, the failure
to increase the number of judges proportionate to the increase
in case load can make the judges of a court, collectively,
applicants to the government.

One of the tenets of the rule of law is the genuine
independence and proper financial accountability by the
court executive service. As has been outlined in the bill
that will be supervised appropriately by the Courts
Council, which will comprise the heads of jurisdiction,
and enshrined in the legislation in a careful and
considered manner. That is something that this
government will be proud to deliver as one of the most
important reforms in the 160-year history of the court.
I commend the chief justice on her advocacy for the
independence of the courts, I commend the advisory
committee chaired by the Honourable Michael Black,
AC, QC, I commend the Attorney-General, and I
commend the bill to the house.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — The
Greens will support the Court Services Victoria Bill
2013. This bill is the culmination of work that began
with a steering committee involving all of the court
jurisdictions chaired by the Honourable Michael Black,
AC, QC, retired Chief Justice of the Federal Court, and
with the 2012 administrative reorganisation and
establishment of the courts and tribunal services within
the Department of Justice. An advisory council made
up of heads of jurisdictions and chaired by the Chief
Justice of Victoria, the Honourable Marilyn Warren,
was established to oversee the transition and will itself
become the governing body of Court Services Victoria.
This bill will allow the courts to arrange their
administrative operations independently of the
government and the Department of Justice. This is a
long overdue reform, and now that it is happening it is
surprising that it was not done much earlier. The chief
justice has remarked that she has been explaining the
need for this change for the past 10 years. I join with
Ms Mikakos in congratulating the chief justice for
achieving 10 years in that post. She certainly has been
exemplary in her work as chief justice, particularly in
opening up the courts and reaching out to the public in
terms of making the courts more accessible, and in her
untiring advocacy for the independence of the judiciary
and better financing and resourcing of the courts, which
I will return to later.
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As I was saying, the chief justice has been explaining
the need for this change for 10 years. The
Attorney-General’s second-reading speech refers to a
report of the Civil Justice Committee in 1984, which is
30 years ago, recommending the partnership model that
was put in place between the courts and the Department
of Justice. He referred to a 1991 report of the Australian
Institute of Judicial Administration calling on that
model to be reformed along the lines of other
jurisdictions that had moved to more independent
administrative arrangements for the courts.
The bill aims to ensure judicial independence in the
administration of justice in Victoria by establishing
Court Services Victoria to provide the administrative
services and facilities necessary for the Victorian courts
and the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal
(VCAT) to operate independently of the direction of the
executive branch of government. At the moment
administrative services are provided by a unit of the
Department of Justice. While the courts themselves will
remain separate and distinct entities and their governing
councils, internal arrangements and rulemaking
responsibilities will remain unchanged, their executives
will come together with the chief executive officer to
manage Court Services Victoria as a whole.
The governing body of Court Services Victoria will be
the Courts Council, which will direct the strategy,
governance and risk management of Court Services
Victoria and appoint the CEO of Court Services
Victoria and the court CEO for each jurisdiction. The
bill establishes that the membership of the council will
consist of the judicial members of the Courts
Council — the Chief Justice of Victoria, the Chief
Judge of the County Court, the Chief Magistrate, the
President of the Children’s Court, the State Coroner, the
President of the Victorian Civil and Administration
Tribunal and up to two other members appointed under
clause 14 of the bill who have qualifications in finance,
administration or management.
Some matters to note were raised in the lower house
under clause 16 of the bill, which states:
(1) If the Chief Justice is of the opinion that a proposed
decision of a meeting of the Courts Council is
incompatible with, or would substantially impair or
detract from —
(a)

the institutional integrity of a jurisdiction; or

(b)
the capacity of the Supreme Court to
function …
the Chief Justice must inform the Courts Council
accordingly.
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(2) The Courts Council may not make the decision if,
after —

it has been discussed —
the Chief Justice remains of the opinion …

as stated above.
It was pointed out in the lower house by the member for
Lyndhurst, Mr Pakula, that this provision could cause
conflict between the Courts Council and the chief
justice. However, it is difficult to see how else it could
be arranged. Given that the chief justice has the role and
responsibility of ensuring the integrity of not only the
Supreme Court but the courts as a whole, we probably
need to duplicate that particular role in setting up the
system that the bill puts in place.
Clause 40 provides that:
… the report of operations of Court Services Victoria for a
financial year must include —
(a) the budget allocated to each jurisdiction for the provision
of administrative services and facilities, including details
of any alteration to the budget allocations; and
(b) details of the administrative services and facilities
provided by Court Services Victoria to the courts or
VCAT.

Clause 41 provides that:
Before the end of each financial year, the Courts Council
must prepare and submit to the Attorney-General a budget for
the forthcoming year.

Clause 44 ensures that all judicial employees will be
transferred from the Department of Justice to Court
Services Victoria on terms and conditions of
employment that are no less favourable than those they
enjoy already. Clause 45 provides that that transfer will
not constitute a resignation or termination of
employment and that the post-transfer service is to be
regarded as continuous with the pre-transfer service.
Previous speakers referred to remarks made by the
chief justice. I wish to make some reference to some of
the remarks when she presented to the Australasian
Study of Parliament Group (ASPG) on Tuesday,
19 March last year an address entitled ‘Separation of
powers — Financial independence of the judiciary’.
The bill sets up administrative independence under
Court Services Victoria. Under the direction of the
Courts Council the courts will be responsible for the
allocation of resources amongst the courts and within
the courts that will make for the best and most efficient
and effective operation of those courts in the
administration of justice.
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In her address the chief justice said that the society
which we live in is governed under the rule of law by
the courts. She said also that fundamental to that is that
the judiciary is separate and independent from the
government of the day, that the judiciary is impartial
and determines cases according to law and that
outcomes are legally driven. Further, the chief justice
said:
The judiciary is governed by legal and ethical obligations.
Judges decide cases in an impartial and independent way. The
courts operate openly and judges give reasons for their
decisions. The provision of reasons is fundamental to the
judicial method.

The chief justice was emphasising the importance of
the impartiality and independence of the courts from
the executive government. In her speech she made the
point also that:
In Australia judges are not sacked or arrested or placed under
house arrest by the executive.

She also made the important point that the judiciary is
not elected and she said that this is an attribute of our
system and reinforces the impartiality and
independence of members of the judiciary and the
judiciary as a whole.
The chief justice’s address also went to the issue of
judicial independence and adequate funding of the
courts. She referred to remarks made by the Chief
Justice of the High Court of Australia, the
Honourable Robert French, where he said:
The funding of the courts is important and difficult. It is
important because it is necessary to the rule of law which lies
at the heart of our representative democracy. It is difficult
because it must respect the independence of the judicial
branch and because it requires judgements about needs where
criteria to guide such judgements are difficult to define with
precision.

Chief Justice Warren said that Chief Justice French:
… makes a direct connection between resourcing of the
courts and the maintenance of separation of powers in
Australia. He … emphasises that financial decisions
regarding the courts must endeavour to support and enable the
judicial independence that underpins the rule of law in
Australia’s liberal democratic system of government.
To be able to perform their functions in an independent way
so that the public may have confidence in the judiciary,
fundamental arrangements need to be in place.

This bill is a historic piece of legislation which
separates the administration of the operation of the
courts from the Department of Justice, which of course
is an arm of the executive, and transfers it across to the
courts, which will set those directions. However, the
budget that is allocated to the courts remains within the
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purview of the government of the day. In her address to
the ASPG in March last year, Chief Justice Warren said
that the courts will still have to rely on putting their
case to the Attorney-General and the Attorney-General
putting his case for a budget allocation that will be
sufficient for the courts.
Many times in this Parliament members have talked
about the problems with the resourcing of the courts
and the need for proper resourcing to ensure that justice
is not only done but seen to be done, and done in a fair
and impartial way so that it is fair for everyone who
must attend the courts, including defendants, witnesses
and those who are affected by the courts in many ways.
In her address to us in March 2013 the chief justice
said:
… there need to be courthouses where judges and magistrates
may sit and hear cases and the public may come to obtain
legal determinations … courthouses need to be designed in a
way that the individual has uninterrupted and reasonable
visual access … The judge needs to be able to see and hear
everything that is happening in the courtroom. In jury trials,
the jury need to be able to see and hear but also enjoy
reasonable … comfort …
Secondly, it is better if courthouses are open and light … so
that the public who come for protection under the rule of law
feel safe, not intimidated.
Thirdly, courthouses need modern facilities especially
technologies so that processes and orders are permanently
recorded and readily accessible.
Fourthly, there need to be facilities for parties to engage in
discussion outside the formality and intensity of the
courtroom: in criminal cases that provide a retreat for victims
of crime; appropriate custodial facilities so that the public are
safe from the prisoner and in turn the prisoner him or herself
is safe.
Next, there need to be appropriate facilities for judges. Judges
spend a great deal of time working outside of court sittings:
reading papers, studying the law and writing their decisions.
…
To make provision for these basic facilities it costs substantial
amounts of money. If the courts do not have an appropriate
built environment, necessary technology and essential staff,
they do not stop performing their fundamental functions as
part of the third arm … However, their performance is slowed
down and justice may be delayed.

While the Greens support this bill as a historic
achievement in transferring the administrative
operations under the control of the courts and thereby
improving the independence of the judiciary, there still
needs to be a better understanding by governments of
the day of the need for proper resourcing of the courts
in terms of buildings. Anyone who has gone on the
chief justice’s tour of the Supreme Court — and the
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chief justice has hosted a couple of tours since my
election here — would be impressed with the
magnificence of that building. But if you had anything
to do with the Supreme Court, you would be aware that
in many ways it falls short of the modern facilities,
openness and other attributes that were mentioned by
the chief justice as being necessary parts of court
facilities. We still have some way to go in Victoria in
gaining better court facilities, not only in Melbourne in
terms of the Supreme Court but also with regional
courts. Whilst we support the transfer of the
administrative functions under the control of the courts,
which this bill will achieve, it is important to keep that
in mind.
Mrs MILLAR (Northern Victoria) — I am pleased
to speak in support of this bill, which sets out to
establish an independent body to be known as Court
Services Victoria (CSV), free of political or
departmental control and accountable to the Parliament.
It will provide administrative services and support for
all Victorian courts and to the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT). This important and
historic bill introduces reforms which members of the
judiciary have sought over many years and which the
coalition government committed to prior to coming to
office. That will be achieved through the passing of this
bill and it follows the significant work of this
government and the Victorian judiciary on considering
various models of court administration.
The independence of the judiciary is an important
principle which underpins our free and democratic
society. Our Victorian legal system is based on a
fundamental belief in the rule of law, justice and the
independence of the judiciary. Those principles
determine the strength of our legal system and therefore
the very nature of our society. The bill will strengthen
the independence of the Victorian judiciary, as well as
the public’s confidence in that independence, by
establishing Court Services Victoria, a statutory public
body which will provide and operate the administrative
services and facilities required by the Victorian courts
and by VCAT. The new body will operate
independently of the direction of the executive branch
of government, rather than under the current
arrangements where the services are provided via the
Department of Justice, with all court staff being
employed by the Secretary to the Department of Justice.
CSV will operate as an exempt body under the Public
Administration Act 2004.
CSV will have a chief executive officer who will be
appointed on a fixed-term basis by the Courts Council.
The Courts Council will comprise the Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of Victoria as chair; the Chief Judge
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of the County Court of Victoria; the Chief Magistrate of
the Magistrates Court of Victoria; the President of the
Children’s Court of Victoria; the State Coroner,
Coroners Court of Victoria; the President of the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal; and up to
two independent members with appropriate
qualifications or experience appointed by the council.
Court Services Victoria will be independent of
ministerial and departmental control but will be
accountable to the Parliament. Government will remain
responsible for determining the budgets of CSV and,
via the Attorney-General, will approve the budget for
each individual court within the framework of the
overall budget. This accountability remains important
for ensuring appropriate cost control of public money
spent. In the current year it is expected that the
transition to CSV will occur on a no-net-cost basis with
no additional funding being sought. Existing staff of the
Department of Justice currently working on court
administration will transfer across to CSV upon its
commencement.
The Court Services Victoria Bill 2013 acts to
strengthen the independence of our judiciary in Victoria
and comes after many years of the judiciary putting the
case for this much-needed reform. The bill has been
widely applauded by the legal community and the
community generally, and this significant reform comes
at no greater expense to the Victorian taxpayer while at
the same time significantly strengthening public
confidence in our judicial independence. For those
reasons, I am pleased to commend the bill to the house.
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — I rise to speak
on the Court Services Victoria Bill 2013, and from the
outset I would like to restate that the opposition will not
be opposing this bill.
Currently the administration of the courts is managed
by a unit within the Department of Justice. This bill
establishes Court Services Victoria, which will be
known as CSV. CSV will be an independent statutory
body to provide the administrative services and
facilities needed by Victorian courts. The governing
body will be the Courts Council, comprised of the
heads of each jurisdiction and chaired by the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court. The chief executive
officer of Court Services Victoria will be responsible
for its day-to-day operations and staffing. The
allocation of budgets to each court will continue to be
determined through the usual budgetary process and to
be accountable to Parliament. Each court will be
provided with administrative staff and facilities in
accordance with that court’s budget. Court Services
Victoria and the Courts Council will be directly
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accountable to the Parliament to ensure public
accountability for public resources.
While this bill allows the heads of each judiciary to
contribute to decisions regarding where funds are
needed on an administrative level, it does not change
the limited budget allocations that are causing a number
of problems in Victoria’s criminal justice system, nor
does it improve the resources being provided to the
courts; it merely allows the courts to determine the
ways in which they will use their limited funds for
administration. Further, there are far greater concerns
for the court system beyond the way in which
administrative resources are being allocated, one of
those being the higher rates of police arrests and
charges that have led to excessive court lists, delays in
having matters heard and significant overcrowding in
police cells, which has been well reported in the media.
While this bill attempts to improve the independence of
the judiciary, the government has actively removed
judicial discretion by imposing further mandatory
sentencing — another factor contributing to the
overcrowded prison system. The prison system is using
an exorbitant amount of public funds, and as Victorian
prisons continue to operate far beyond their capacity the
question has to be asked: will this government continue
its simplistic approach to crime and the court system by
expanding prisons and allocating more public funds to
them?
There are issues in respect of the cuts to funding that we
have seen at Victoria Legal Aid which have also put
significant strain on the courts, leading to unacceptable
delays in having matters listed before the courts. We
have also seen a similar rise in accused persons
representing themselves. This has major implications
where the accused do not have knowledge of criminal
procedures, of the rules of evidence or of the relevant
information that should be put before the court. This
compromises the outcomes they may otherwise receive
if they are represented. Compare this to the resources
available to police prosecutors and the Office of Public
Prosecutions (OPP). The subsequent delays also mean
that accused persons with no representation take up a
significant amount of the court’s time, as judges are
often required to question the witnesses and the accused
to try to extract relevant information, and often
prejudicial information is inadvertently provided in the
process. The slow progress of matters involving
self-represented parties financially burdens the court
and associated personnel, including judges, bench
clerks, OPP staff, witnesses, jurors, police et cetera, and
causes a backlog of other matters that are not being
heard.
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In conclusion, this is an independent body that allows
the judiciary to allocate resources where they are most
appropriately required, and it is supported by the Labor
opposition. However, the bill does not improve the
administrative resources afforded to the judiciary, nor
does the bill address those issues with the court system
that should be a priority of this government. Issues of
unacceptable delays, legal aid cuts and overcrowding in
police cells and prisons are impacting on the operation
of courts, public funds and matters of justice. It is these
issues, more than the allocation of administrative
resources, that should have the attention of government.
It is these issues that the Labor opposition and the
people of Victoria want this government to resolve.
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — In
rising to speak on the Court Services Victoria Bill 2013
I reiterate at the outset that the opposition will not be
opposing the bill. I understand that Her Honour the
Chief Justice of Victoria is highly supportive of the bill,
and that is an important aspect of the debate before the
house. This bill establishes Court Services Victoria
(CSV) as a statutory public sector body to provide the
administrative services and facilities for Victoria’s
courts and the Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal, which are currently provided by a unit of the
Department of Justice. The governing body of CSV
will be the Courts Council, which will be chaired by
Her Honour the Chief Justice of Victoria and will
comprise the heads of each jurisdiction. The chief
executive officer of Court Services Victoria will be
appointed by the Courts Council. The courts will
remain as individual entities, and existing Department
of Justice staff will be transferred to enable a smooth
transition to the new entity.
During the final days of the previous Labor government
we determined and publicised that we would establish
such a court system if re-elected, and this concept is
being proposed in the legislation. It is safe to say that
the administration of our court system is somewhat
shambolic, no doubt due to the hardline law and order
policies of this government. Today there are
excessively long court delays, room shortages and
stretched resources that result in prisoners not being
produced to the courts by Corrections Victoria. Legal
aid has been decimated within some of the poorer areas
of Victoria. There is no doubt that justice is being
denied to the already disadvantaged people within our
community.
The judiciary is entitled to a genuine commitment from
government and the state’s Attorney-General to
properly maintain our court system, because in order to
fulfil its obligations to the Victorian electorate the
system will either function or collapse based on the
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financial resources allocated to it. Rather than harping
on about a system that is woefully underresourced and
understaffed, I point out that this bill will attempt to
remedy the current situation. It is incumbent on
government to properly resource the justice system by
ensuring adequate staffing and funding for its effective
operation. Then and only then will it be able to say that
all Victorians have access to justice.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT
(PERFORMANCE REPORTING AND
ACCOUNTABILITY) BILL 2013
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 December 2013; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
house for the opportunity to make a contribution to
debate on the Local Government Amendment
(Performance Reporting and Accountability) Bill 2013,
which addresses the very important issue of local
government accountability and, in particular, that of
ensuring that the community has sufficient access to
information so that councils are open and accountable
and that communities know in a timely manner what
councils are doing.
The proposals follow a number of Auditor-General
reports, the first of which was in 2008. It addressed this
issue and found that residents and ratepayers did not
receive the information they needed in a timely manner.
The bill seeks to fix that situation by providing that
councils must establish plans, budgets and reports on
their websites, and it requires more detailed budget
proposals relating to major council initiatives and
protocols. The opposition therefore does not oppose the
bill.
However, we are concerned because, particularly for
rural and regional Victoria, the failure of councils to
report in a timely manner is often a response to resource
restrictions. In other words, some councils are unable to
do all that is required of them in delivering services —
or indeed, for rural and regional Victoria councils,
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delivering on roads — as well as complying with
tedious accountability measures. Our concern is that
you cannot simply add to those accountability measures
without addressing the underlying lack of resources
which is the cause of the problem.
There is no point putting new protocols, processes and
requirements in place if the reason councils are not
informing their communities is that they do not have
the time or the resources to do so. We note that some of
the requirements in the bill are quite broad, but there is
also a requirement for further performance measures
and indicators that will be dealt with by regulation, so I
think many councils would be somewhat concerned
about this requirement. It will put in place a whole new
range of performance measures that they will need to
meet, with already very tight margins. As I said, we
will wait and see what the regulations are. We urge the
government to ensure that, if it is serious about that, the
measures in place are not another burden which
councils will struggle to meet, because at the end of the
day ratepayers will not benefit from sensational
legislative requirements and regulations which cannot
be complied with by council.
I only wanted to make a brief contribution; therefore I
say that we do not oppose the bill. We want to see how
it plays out in the future, and if the government is
serious about it, it will need to make sure that councils
can comply with the provisions.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
have great pleasure in speaking on the bill. It is
something that I have long supported. Something
similar was introduced which did not go quite this far
and probably was not quite as well executed, because it
was a number of years ago, but we did have key
performance indicators (KPIs) when the Honourable
Robert Maclellan was the Minister for Local
Government. Indeed, it focused councils on outcomes. I
am excited that we have now come to this reform.
The Local Government Amendment (Performance
Reporting and Accountability) Bill 2013 facilitates
improvements to public accountability, strategic and
financial planning, and reporting requirements for local
government. The bill is the cornerstone of a broader
reform agenda for the coalition to create an effective
and efficient local government sector that is able to
meet Victoria’s changing needs into the future. It is a
sector that is worth $6 billion to $8 billion across the
board, and growing. It is therefore important that all of
the resources are deployed and used effectively in
furthering strategic priorities — and acquitted as
such — and that the organisation is run as effectively as
possible to make sure that no dollar is misspent. At the
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end of the day every dollar wasted is a benefit that the
community does not enjoy. The bill will professionalise
local government and take it to the next level in the
21st century.
I understand that consultation has been extensive. I am
not aware of concerns that would derail such a reform.
Clearly a lot of work is yet to be done to see its full and
effective implementation, including the streamlining of
the various reporting requirements, many of which are
not aligned to the strategic priorities of local councils.
This is a matter that the Auditor-General has
commented upon on a couple of occasions already. He
has bemoaned and criticised the sector having separate
documents, many of which are not aligned. The
spending is not matched to strategic priorities and not
fully acquitted. Council documents thus become
meaningless to the community and, no doubt, to anyone
who is attempting to audit the council, such as the
Auditor-General.
The issue of improved performance reporting in local
government has been raised on a number of occasions. I
hear it all the time from my constituents and from
people across the state. It confirms the findings of the
first audit by the Auditor-General in 2008. He found
that most councils’ reporting had limited relevance to
residents and ratepayers because it lacked information
about the quality of council services, the outcomes
being achieved and how these related to councils’
strategic objectives. The recent follow-up audit in 2012
found that, whilst some improvements were evident
since the earlier 2008 audit, on the whole performance
reporting by councils remained inadequate.
The government is committed to improving the
accountability of local government in Victoria by
introducing a minimum standard of reporting that
ensures all councils are measuring and reporting on
their performance in a consistent way. There will be
enormous benefits to this. Councils, and councillors in
particular, will have information that supports strategic
decision making and continuous improvement. It will
not be a question of trying to pin the tail on the donkey
without being able to see the whole donkey.
Communities will be able to see whether their councils
are doing well and where their councils can improve.
The government will have new information to inform
capacity-building efforts and investment decisions. The
budgets of local governments are growing
exponentially, as are the size of their organisations, so it
is a very important and welcome reform. I am excited
about what it can do for the sector.
The bill introduces a mandatory performance reporting
framework to strengthen local government

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT (PERFORMANCE REPORTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY) BILL 2013
26

COUNCIL

accountability. At the same time it streamlines financial
reporting, removes duplication and improves
consistency between key documents. Having been a
student of many of these documents in many councils, I
can say that no-one understands how they fit together. It
is not even a jigsaw puzzle because it is often very
difficult to get the pieces to align.
The bill will improve consistency between key
documents by replacing the requirement for councils to
produce standard statements with financial statements
in their strategic resource plans, budgets and annual
reports. The bill maintains transparency for
identification and achievement of major initiatives in
budgets and annual reports. It ensures consistency
between the strategic resource plan and the annual
budget by requiring councils to adopt their budgets by
30 June each year. This will modernise the publication
of key reports by requiring each council to publish its
council plan, strategic resource plan, budget, revised
budget and annual report on its website.
In terms of timing, the bill will take effect from
18 April 2014, with the exception of the revised budget
and annual report for the financial year which
commenced on 1 July 2013. Councils will be required
to prepare these documents in accordance with the
existing provisions in the act and the requirement of
councils to adopt their budgets by 30 June. The new
provisions will apply to budgets for the financial year
beginning 1 July 2015 onwards to allow the sector time
to adjust to the changes in timing.
I am aware that a number of councils have already laid
some foundations in readiness for this reform. Basically
the performance reporting framework will require
councils to report against a standard set of performance
indicators that will allow benchmarking of results
across service performance; financial performance;
sustainability and capacity, including the extent to
which a council has the capacity to meet the agreed
service and infrastructure needs of the community; and
governance and management, as well as confirming
that key policies and frameworks that underpin strong
governance and management are in place.
Councils will be required to report on major initiatives
in a transparent way. This will be maintained by
requiring councils to be accountable for major
initiatives funded in their budgets. The bill will replace
the requirement for councils to identify and report key
strategic activities, which are inconsistently interpreted
by councils. Often the key strategic activities do not
point to any specific outcomes for the community so
they become quite meaningless. This reform will be a
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huge improvement and a huge benefit to the
community.
The Victorian Auditor-General will continue to have an
important role in the accountability cycle through the
annual audit process. When it comes to the local
government sector the auditing has also improved
exponentially. I commend the Victorian
Auditor-General’s Office for the work it has
undertaken. The Auditor-General has indicated that he
intends to further develop the performance statements
for 2014–15 to include an audit opinion that addresses
whether the performance indicators are relevant to any
stated objectives of the council, appropriate for the
assessment of the council’s performance and fairly
represent the council’s actual performance.
The government has worked cooperatively with the
Auditor-General’s office to develop a performance
reporting regime that sets a minimum standard for the
form and content of performance statements in line
with the new audit criteria. This will not add to the
burden of reporting or to the cost, because there will be
a number of streamlining initiatives. The majority of
the new performance indicators and measures are
already reported by councils for internal and external
reporting purposes. The new reporting framework will
consolidate the existing reporting outputs into one
public document, improving council transparency.
In addition to incorporating existing reporting
requirements into the new reporting framework, Local
Government Victoria has led a whole-of-government
review of current state reporting requirements on local
government. The objective of the review was to identify
reporting requirements that could be streamlined or
removed entirely. Of the reporting requirements
considered, 38 have already been identified by state
government departments for streamlining or removal.
These initiatives include streamlining grant reporting,
adjusting the frequency and level of detail of current
reports to reduce duplication and effort in collection,
and automating some data returns. Local Government
Victoria will continue its work with the sector to
identify other reporting requirements that impose the
greatest burden on councils and provide opportunities
for streamlining.
The strategic resource plan is very important for local
government. The intent of the current provisions of the
act is for the strategic resource plan to describe the
financial resources — that is, the revenue, expenditure
and infrastructure — required to achieve the strategic
objectives specified in the council plan for at least four
years. In practice it has been observed that councils
develop other plans that often commit financial and
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non-financial resources that are inconsistent with the
strategic resource plan, so councils can end up adopting
positions that run counter to the major strategic plan.
This will be minimised.
This reform simply clarifies the existing intent of the
Local Government Act 1989 and reinforces best
practice resource planning and management in local
government. It is about aligning all the plans of a
council with the strategic resource plan, which will
ensure that the community gets the opportunity to
comment on the plan through the public consultation
requirements of its adoption.
Lastly, the deadline for councils to adopt the budget
plan has been brought forward from 31 August to
30 June for the obvious reason of linking the strategic
objectives to the revenue that is required for the council
priorities. As the first year of the multiyear strategic
resource plan and the annual budget pertain to the same
financial year, aligning the adoption dates ensures the
integrity of these key planning documents in that
council resource commitments will be consistent and
fully aligned.
As mentioned earlier, the bill creates a legislative head
of power to prescribe performance indicators and other
associated matters in the Local Government (Finance
and Reporting) Regulations 2004, which are being
remade. Subject to Governor in Council approval, the
regulations will come into operation on 18 April 2014.
The bill has had a 12-month period of hard work,
consultation and collaboration between the coalition
state government and local government stakeholders.
From my sources — and they are fairly extensive — it
would seem that the level of professionalism, the level
of thought, the involvement of the Auditor-General and
the work that has been undertaken by Local
Government Victoria augur well for the success of this
framework and its implementation. The professional
staff are comforted by that, but the ones who will most
benefit are the councillors, who will be empowered to
make better decisions at the right time, for the right
reasons and for the benefit of their community.
There were something like 35 information sessions,
with over 1000 mayors, councillors, senior staff and
community stakeholders as part of the development of
the new performance reporting framework. Three
discussion papers were released, accompanied by
submission and engagement opportunities to seek
feedback. The opportunities for consultation have been
extensive.
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There are highly skilled people in the sector from
whom we can learn a lot. One person whose opinion I
often value highly is John Bennie, the chief executive
officer of the City of Greater Dandenong, who was
recently awarded the Public Service Medal. I commend
him on that. He is the top of the tree. He has been the
president of the professional organisation of local
government chief executive officers. If we could lift all
our councils to the performance and vision shared by
John Bennie and the like, our local government sector
would be much stronger and deliver better outcomes for
the community. With those few words, I commend the
bill to the house.
Mrs MILLAR (Northern Victoria) — Given the
significant prominence of public concern about local
government performance and accountability, which
weigh heavily on the minds of many constituents,
though by no means all, across my electorate of
Northern Victoria Region, I place great importance on
the opportunity to speak on this bill, which will reform
the Local Government Act 1989 to facilitate
improvements to public accountability, to strategic and
financial planning and to reporting requirements for
local government. Local government performance and
accountability — or sadly, in some cases a lack
thereof — are perhaps the major issues of concern that
constituents raise with me in my many travels across
my electorate, which is almost 48 per cent of this state’s
landmass.
The drivers for the creation of this bill were
recommendations arising from two consecutive audits
by the Victorian Auditor-General’s Office, in particular
noting a lack of sufficient information and detail in
local government reporting. It is equally fair to say that
the bill was driven by increasing public expectations in
terms of the transparency, performance and
accountability of local governments. This government
is committed to listening to these calls and to improving
the accountability of local government in Victoria by
introducing a minimum standard of reporting that
ensures that all councils are measuring and reporting on
their performance in a consistent way.
The bill makes a number of amendments to the act that
will introduce a mandatory performance reporting
framework to strengthen local government
accountability, streamline financial reporting, remove
duplication and improve consistency between key
documents by replacing the requirement for councils to
produce standard statements with a requirement to
produce financial statements.
It is fair to say that across my electorate of Northern
Victoria Region local government performance and
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accountability vary quite considerably. If you like, there
are the good, the bad and the ugly. Some councils are
setting the benchmark for others to meet in terms of
strategic vision and future planning for their region, and
I would have to put the City of Greater Bendigo up near
the top of the list. Under the leadership of its new
mayor, Barry Lyons, and following the significant
achievements of the previous mayor, Lisa Ruffell, the
City of Greater Bendigo is working with residents to
identify and prioritise the city’s needs.
The sense of excitement is palpable in Bendigo, with
significant investments in large-scale projects and
infrastructure, most of which are examples of state and
local government working well together to deliver
state-of-the-art projects. These include the new Bendigo
library, to which this government has contributed
$2.75 million. The library will have its official opening
this Saturday, but it is already open and wowing the
locals. There is also the new extension of the fabulous
Bendigo Art Gallery, which will be launched next
month. The projects in Bendigo go on and on.
As an example of a local government where things start
to malfunction, we are all familiar with last year’s
events relating to the Rural City of Wangaratta. I have
visited Wangaratta several times in recent weeks and I
have been pleased to meet with and speak to locals,
staff and office-bearers and to hear very encouraging
and positive accounts of the council’s progress and
performance since the decision of the Minister for
Local Government, Jeanette Powell, to sack the council
last year. Strengthening this confidence has been the
announcement of the appointment of a highly
experienced local government CEO, Mr Brendan
McGrath. That council has been most fortunate to
attract Mr McGrath to take on this important role. It
gives the local community a great deal of confidence
that the council will perform more effectively into the
future.
In Sunbury, very close to my own home in Macedon
Ranges, the Sunbury out of Hume poll conducted last
year under Minister Powell’s direction has enabled
residents to have their long-called-for say on the local
government future of this important and historical
town. The results of this poll, which sent a very strong
signal on the issue, will now result in this government
taking the next step of appointing a panel, which will be
supported by a community consultative committee to
ensure a high level of public input and communication.
I am proud to have been asked by the minister to chair
that committee, and I look forward to playing a small
part in this very important process of hearing and
continuing to meet the needs of the Sunbury
community.
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I will draw upon one final example of the various
shades of performance and accountability of local
government in northern Victoria, and that is the many
hundreds of concerns which have been raised with me
in relation to the development proposed by the Shire of
Macedon Ranges in the eastern paddock of Hanging
Rock. This has been a highly publicised proposal, about
which I have spoken before in this place, and a petition
has been signed by some 5000 local residents.
Concerns continue to be raised day by day, week by
week, month by month.
In this context I must acknowledge that the council’s
hardworking councillors are involved in many excellent
initiatives and projects for local residents, including the
construction of the new netball complex at New
Gisborne, serving some nine netball teams from across
Macedon Ranges. The Minister for Sport and
Recreation, Hugh Delahunty, has recently announced a
grant of $650 000 from the coalition government to
support this great project. Likewise the restoration of
Kyneton’s beautiful Bluestone Theatre will be
supported by a grant of $290 000, which I recently
announced on behalf of Deputy Premier Peter Ryan.
There are many other great project initiatives, but this
one proposal of a development at Hanging Rock has
caused widespread community concern in the Macedon
Ranges. Many locals have raised with me their
concerns about a lack of transparency, accountability
and consultation, as well as their substantive concerns
about a proposed development in such close proximity
to this iconic and unique Victorian landmark. Res ipsa
loquitur.
I cannot emphasise enough the central importance of
local government performance and accountability to
locals across Victoria. Victorians are united in calling
for greater measurability and information about the
performance and accountability of their local councils,
and this bill will assist in delivering that. Communities
will be able to see where their council is doing well and
where their council is able to improve. Other benefits
include the better-quality and more relevant
information that will be available to councils and which
will support more strategic decision making.
Government will have new information to inform
capacity-building efforts and investment decisions.
Other significant enhancements provided under this bill
include the alignment of reporting dates to 30 June of
each year and the online publishing of reporting, which
many have been calling for. These measures make local
government performance significantly more
measurable and more transparent, giving residents more
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rigour and the potential to accurately assess the
performance of their local council.
In many instances Victorians have concerns about the
accountability and performance of their local councils,
and this bill addresses those concerns by delivering
more relevant and consistent information by which to
measure these important parameters. Most of the
provisions of this bill will come into operation on
18 April, with the exception of a number of budget
reporting dates, which will fall into end of financial
year deadlines. For these reasons, and mindful of the
many constituents who have raised the need to improve
both performance and accountability of local
government in Victoria, I am pleased to commend this
bill to the house.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) —
What a delight it is on the first sitting day of 2014 to
speak to the debate on the Local Government
Amendment (Performance Reporting and
Accountability) Bill 2013. This bill strikes the right
balance between the accountability of councils to both
the state government and their constituents and
allowing councils to be free to pursue their agendas in a
targeted manner. I will use my contribution to outline
why it is so important to keep in place reasonable levels
of reporting for local government, as this bill does.
Over the sitting break I was very disappointed to see
that the Yarra City Council, termed by many as the
People’s Republic of Yarra, made a series of terrible
decisions affecting many of my constituents in
Northern Metropolitan Region. The council decided to
move the location of a disabled parking spot where
there is currently a caravan parked as part of a
protest — near where the east–west link development
construction will begin. The mayor of Yarra, Jackie
Fristacky, said that towing the van would be extreme as
there was significant community support for what the
van was trying to achieve. She said that because the
protesters were using the van as part of a peaceful
protest that the caravan would be allowed to stay there
for the time being. The next person who gets a parking
ticket in the city of Yarra should claim that they are
undertaking a peaceful protest. This is outrageous.
The Herald Sun of 23 January reports:
Disability Advocacy Victoria’s Janet Ashford said the group
was ‘disgusted’ by the council’s actions.
‘The councillors who made this decision clearly have little
understanding of the impact this will have on people who
struggle to access local shops and services’, she said.
Disability Discrimination Commissioner for the Australian
Human Rights Commission Graeme Innes said it was vital
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the parking space had the same functions as the original spot.
‘If it doesn’t, the council really needs to carry out that work so
that none of its citizens are disadvantaged …

The People’s Republic of Yarra members think they are
a law unto themselves, and that is why this bill is so
important. It is this type of extremism that justifies that
the state government keep in place certain reporting
standards of councils.
They did not want to move that van, because they said
it was ‘part of this peaceful protest’. We will see what
happens when the next parking ticket arrives from the
City of Yarra.
Not only did the Socialist Republic of Yarra make a
huge error on this matter, but Edinburgh Gardens in my
electorate was home to an illegal New Year’s Eve
festival that resulted in the gardens looking like a
rubbish tip. According to an article in the Age of
1 January 2014 entitled ‘Messy New Year’s Eve in
Edinburgh Gardens, North Fitzroy’, this party could
easily have been prevented, with a similar, albeit
smaller, illegal party happening at the same site for a
celebration the previous New Year’s Eve. There were
only 30 police officers on hand — nowhere near
enough to control the 10 000 to 15 000-strong crowd,
many of whom were alcohol and drug affected. This
incident left many of my constituents dismayed. They
only heard about it on the streets, and they reckon the
council already knew about it. So what did the council
do? Nothing.
Mr Frank Grulli is reported in the article as saying:
This is the most disgusting thing I’ve ever seen. It was bad
last year, but this year it’s worse.

He went on to say that his family did not feel safe in
their own environment.
Ms Caroline Ondracek is reported as saying:
It was like an enormous, terrible nightclub.

Other residents I have spoken to are disgusted. They are
frustrated with their council. As I said, they had heard
about this on the streets, and they reckon the council
knew. That is why increased accountability and
reporting is so important for local councils. Residents in
the area of Edinburgh Gardens were angry towards the
council for not doing enough to prevent the scenes of
chaos, and some confronted Cr Fristacky and her
colleague Cr Sam Gaylard. The article reports:
Several residents said the City of Yarra had not done enough
to prepare for the influx of people despite similar scenes last
year and were furious a ban on alcohol was not enforced.
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It reports Deputy Commissioner Tim Cartwright of
Victoria Police as saying:
There was very little regulation, there were no obvious
organisers there. If you look at other problem areas, what
we’ve found has worked is fenced-off areas, alcohol
inspections and private security guards and police working
together. None of that was present at Edinburgh Gardens.

Why did the council not do something about it? There
were 20 people, including one police officer, treated by
paramedics for cuts, abrasions and alcohol-related
injuries.
Mr Barber interjected.
Mr ONDARCHIE — The council was left with a
clean-up bill of $30 000. I will pick up the interjection
by the apologist for the City of Yarra, the Greens
leader, Mr Barber. Why is he not standing with
Victorians and making councils more accountable
rather than being an apologist for the People’s Republic
of Yarra? The residents of Yarra deserve better than the
foresight — or lack of foresight — that Yarra council
mayor, Jackie Fristacky, displayed about that night.
I would like to put on record my displeasure and
annoyance at these New Year’s Eve celebrations. I urge
the Yarra council to not make the same mistake it has
made for two years running. For the upcoming New
Year’s Eve celebrations, should the council stop and
think about it, it should work in strong partnership with
Victoria Police and with the organisers to ensure that
there are private security services, alcohol bans and
fenced-off areas to protect both the park and the local
residents.
The bill before the house clarifies provisions relating to
the new accountability framework for local
government. This includes strengthening local
government accountability through the introduction of a
requirement to report against a standard set of
performance indicators that allows benchmarking of
results across key services, financial management and
sustainability, as well as confirming that key policies
and frameworks that underpin strong governance and
management are in place. This is a strong bill. As
members may be aware, in concert with this bill
38 further reporting requirements have been eliminated.
The net result will be to lessen, rather than increase, the
burden and make local government much more
accountable. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — The
Greens will support the bill. After consulting the
relevant local government representative bodies it
appears there is no great disquiet about the bill across
the sector. In fact in a lot of cases, including of course
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in progressive councils like the City of Yarra, these
measures have already been introduced. As a former
chair of finance and mayor at the City of Yarra I can
say that we took our financial and other performance
reporting disclosures quite seriously. If there are
problems out there in local councils at the moment, I
think it would be in those councils where Liberals and
others have been playing politics recently. In fact we
actually had to get rid of a council just before
Christmas, which some members might remember. So
if there is a question about dysfunctionality amongst
local government, I do not think you will find it in those
councils where there is a combination of — —
Mrs Peulich — It is the Greens.
Mr BARBER — Greens, Labor, Independent and
other forces represented. That is called democracy in
action. It is only where councils fall under the war
lordship of various Labor and Liberal muscle men and
women that we start to get concerned about the level of
reporting that communities might demand. For that
reason the Greens will be supporting this bill.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I rise this
afternoon to support this bill, and do so very strongly,
because it has been my view for many, many years that
a good municipal council is a major plus for any
community, but a bad one can destroy it. We have seen
that time and again. The unfortunate thing is that some
see municipal councils not as they should be — as
grassroots representatives of the people, there for the
benefit of their local communities — but as
springboards for their own political aspirations and
political power and their own desire to control and to
implement agendas that might be hidden from the rest
of us.
Despite the fact that I would like to speak at length
about the People’s Republic of Yarra, I will put that to
one side because I do not think there is much doubt at
the moment that the City of Yarra gives local
government in this state a bad name. I do not think that
anybody could justifiably argue otherwise.
I want to speak in particular about experiences we have
had with local governments in the western suburbs in
recent years. We have some very good local
governments in the western suburbs. The City of
Maribyrnong, for example, has shown the way over the
last year or two — perhaps three years. It is a
particularly good council, I believe. Hobsons Bay City
Council has a great deal going for it after a year under a
mayor who, let us say, was a little bit on the destructive
side. I think the Hobsons Bay City Council has come
out of that era.
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Just in passing, I was very disappointed to hear recently
that Cr Luba Grigorovitch will be stepping down from
the Hobsons Bay council. While she is a member of the
Labor Party, and indeed is taking on a role as the
secretary of the Public Transport Union — and I wish
her well in that — I am sorry that she is leaving the
council because I believe she is a very good councillor.
I believe she puts the interests of her community before
her own political aspirations and in many cases — in
some cases anyway — before her own party. I wish
there were more people who had that attitude in local
government. I wish Luba Grigorovitch well in her
future endeavours.
As I said, we have had in the western suburbs some
good councils, and we have had some shockers. When
we think of councils in the western suburbs that have
brought local government into disrepute, we cannot go
past what happened at Brimbank. We cannot go past
that, because what we saw there was, quite frankly,
disgraceful in every way. One does not have to go too
far past the Ombudsman’s report into the Brimbank
City Council of, I think, three years ago now. The
mayor of the Brimbank council at the time was named
in that report. I actually saw her in action at a number of
council meetings and was quite amazed at her bullying
tactics and her outrageous demeanour. I spoke to a
number of my constituents who reported to me that
they had been fined — fined! — by the mayor, from
the chair, during council meetings for daring to
question, or attempting to question, her.
The dictatorship that was the Brimbank City Council
really did bring local government in this state into
disrepute. We saw the corruption, we saw the dirty
tricks, we saw the family favouritism and we saw all
the political games that went on — political games that
went right to the heart of the then federal cabinet room.
We saw the involvement of the now federal opposition
leader, Bill Shorten, we saw the involvement of then
federal Minister for Broadband, Communications and
the Digital Economy, Stephen Conroy, and we saw the
involvement of a whole range of Labor heavyweights
who were all playing games. They all knew what was
going on at Brimbank, but of course they did not do
anything about it until the matter was raised in this
house. I am very proud to have played some role in
illuminating the dastardly nature of that council.
The Brimbank council of that time treated the people of
Brimbank very badly, very shabbily. It treated them
with total and utter contempt. The then mayor was
named in the Ombudsman’s report and was totally
discredited. She is somebody who even the Labor Party
turned its back on. The Labor Party has done another
turnaround. Now we find that a mayor and former
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councillor, Natalie Suleyman, is the Labor candidate for
the new electorate of St Albans and ready to enter the
Legislative Assembly. I remind the Labor Party that it
can only kick the west so hard so often. By endorsing
Natalie Suleyman for the seat of St Albans the Labor
Party has grossly insulted every constituent in that
electorate. We all know it is a truism that Labor
neglects the west of Melbourne; that is just the way it
is. You do not have to look around too hard to realise
that in the last three years the Liberal Party has done
more for the western suburbs of Melbourne than the
Labor Party did in its last three terms of government.
That is a simple reality of life.
Mr Melhem interjected.
Mr FINN — If Mr Melhem wants to go down to the
Sunshine railway station, if he wants to see all the areas
that we have improved on, he can come with me; I
would be very pleased to show him. The Labor Party is
rewarding somebody who has treated the people of the
western suburbs so badly with what should be a prize
seat. It is a seat that should be occupied, perhaps, by a
future Premier but — unless something extraordinary
happens, and you cannot rule that out in politics — it
will be occupied by a party hack as payback for various
deeds done in the past. It is disgraceful. One would
hope this bill will go a long way towards ensuring that
we never have another Brimbank. I should say that the
administrators of Brimbank City Council are now doing
a very good job; at last Brimbank has some sort of
decent local government.
Despite the fact that this bill, once passed, will provide
a sense of protection for the people of Brimbank, it will
not and cannot take away from the fact that the Labor
Party is putting forward as a candidate the leader of that
crooked council we had just a few short years ago. It
shows what the Labor Party thinks of the western
suburbs. It is a disgrace. The Labor Party should hang
its head in shame.
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — I am
pleased to rise and make my contribution to the debate.
There is a sense of anticipation for me in the fact that
the Local Government Amendment (Performance
Reporting and Accountability) Bill 2013 is before us
because the coalition government has consulted widely
with local government to bring about this legislation. I
understand that about 50 per cent of the councils in the
state are using the draft framework spelt out in this
legislation. I know also that the government consulted
about 1000 people during the consultation and
engagement process. It spoke to senior managers within
local government and the actual officers within local
government. It spoke to mayors; it spoke to councillors.
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It is interesting to note that Mr Barber supports this bill.
There was an attempt, through an auditing process, to
improve performance reporting back in 2008, and there
was another look taken in 2012. There has been some
acknowledgement of an improvement as a result of the
2008 audit, and the 2012 audit shone a light on the
things that needed to be done. The coalition
government has been assiduously working to develop
this legislation, and the introduction of a minimum
standard of reporting demonstrates a commitment to
improve the accountability of local government in this
state. This will ensure that councils are both measuring
and reporting their performance consistently.
Within Eastern Metropolitan Region we have some
councils that perform on a sustained brilliant basis. This
has a lot to do with the skills of their elected
representatives and the eminently qualified officers
who are advising councillors. The councils that come
immediately to mind are the City of Knox, the City of
Manningham — I reside within the city of
Manningham — and of course the exemplary
performance of Maroondah City Council, which is
headed up by its mayor, Cr Nora Lamont. She has
certainly distinguished herself. She worked with the
Queensland Investment Corporation to bring about all
the changes to the activities precinct in Ringwood, and
we are seeing a multiplier effect for Eastland shopping
centre and forward momentum in terms of a new
railway station for Ringwood and the people of that
area. That is exemplary conduct by a council and
councillors supported by officers who actually know
what they are doing.
I need to provide a measure of contrast to the ongoing
problems in Nillumbik Shire Council, because
Nillumbik, being a green-wedge shire, has limited
opportunities for development and economic
development. It does not have a lot of enthusiasm for
commitment to diversity in tourism opportunities. The
council has many problems in its delivery of services. It
just does not have the revenue base, and in terms of
service delivery, people continue to suffer. I know of a
number of examples where in the past elected
representatives have basically — to borrow the
vernacular from the business community when people
are not sure what is going on — been ‘snowed’.
A simplified process is really important — a process
where any councillor, particularly a new councillor who
comes to public office without any background or
experience in business, can see for themselves what is
being performed. They will not be overly reliant on
what officers choose or choose not to highlight for
them. This is where things come unstuck. Sometimes
elected representatives are completely and utterly
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outgunned and outwitted by their employees — the
officers within local government — and we see all sorts
of fault lines and problems as a result. I commend the
government on this work, and I commend the bill to the
house.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
Sitting suspended 6.27 p.m. until 8.02 p.m.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
General business
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — By leave, I
move:
That the resolution of the Council this day fixing the order of
precedence for general business for Wednesday, 5 February
2014, be now amended as follows:
Omit subsection (3) and insert:
(3) notice of motion 714 standing in the name of
Ms Hartland relating to documents detailing the
CFA and VWA actuarial assessment and cost
estimates for firefighters injured or deceased on the
job.

Motion agreed to.

ENERGY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
(GENERAL) BILL 2013
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 December 2013; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I am happy
to provide a brief contribution on this bill. The shadow
Minister for Energy and Resources, Lily D’Ambrosio,
the member for Mill Park in the Assembly, gave a
comprehensive response to the bill on behalf of the
opposition, so I see no need to replicate what she said.
It was an excellent statement of the opposition’s
position on this bill. This is a simple bill, and the
opposition does not oppose it. These are small and
non-controversial amendments to the Electrical
Industry Act 2000 and the Gas Industry Act 2001.
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The opposition’s main concern with the bill is its effect
on current exemptions from licensing requirements for
small-scale energy generation. These will be subject to
conditions set by the Essential Services Commission.
We are concerned about the extent to which these
conditions will be applied and the energy generators
that will be subject to those conditions. Will they apply
to something as minor as people who have solar panels
on their roofs? I would be happy for a government
member to state that this is not the case.
We are concerned that the government seems to be anti
alternative energy and pro carbon emissions. We heard
the rhetoric from the coalition when it was in
opposition. It stated that the Brumby government’s
feed-in tariff for solar energy was not good enough and
that it should be a gross rather than a net feed-in tariff.
We have also seen the planning changes this
government has introduced which have limited the use
of wind generation. They are of great concern to us.
We appreciate Mr Barber has given notice that he may
introduce an amendment. In the limited time opposition
members have had to digest that amendment, we think
it has some merit, but we would appreciate Mr Barber
explaining, either in his contribution to the debate or in
the committee stage, how he believes his amendments
would work under this act.
In saying that, the opposition does not oppose this bill.
As I said, it introduces minor amendments to a couple
of acts. We do not need to labour the point. We will be
happy to have more discussion in the committee stage.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I am very
saddened to hear that the members of the Labor and
Liberal parties think that the kind of minor level
tinkering contained in this bill is up to the job of
addressing the crisis in energy affordability that has
been ongoing for a number of years now.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr BARBER — Mr Finn says ‘The carbon tax’. In
a minute we will look at that and at Mr Finn’s
electorate — where there are many low-income people,
as I am sure there are in Mr Ramsay’s electorate, who
have difficulty with the cost of living — where there
has been a huge surge in the number of people being
disconnected by their electricity supplier due to
affordability problems.
The privatised electricity market, which was introduced
by the Kennett government and maintained pretty much
in its current form by Labor in its 11 years in
government, is failing the citizens of Victoria,
particularly those who have experienced difficulties in
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paying their bills. Not so long ago — I think it was a
year or two ago — in this place members of the Labor
and Liberal parties got together to pass a bill that further
reduced the rights of those who had been wrongfully
disconnected by their power provider. People who are
wrongfully disconnected are eligible for compensation
of $250 a day should they be able to prove that claim.
However, the measure that was brought in at that time,
which the Greens opposed, provided that if people do
not make the claim within 14 days they lose their
eligibility.
Perhaps we will hear from Mr Finn, who just for once
is not shouting at the top of his lungs but is murmuring
away about whether he believes that this is a problem in
his electorate and what he is willing to do about it. The
figures are as follows.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr BARBER — I will buy you a one-way ticket,
Mr Finn.
In Victoria in 2008–09, there were 0.43
disconnections of residences per 100 customers; in
2009–10, the figure was 0.59, a significant jump; in
2010–11, it was 0.77; and in 2011–12 the figure was
1.02 disconnections per 100 residences. I wonder if
members recall what happened in the power market
at the end of the 2011–12 financial year? The answer
is that the carbon tax was introduced. According to
members on the government side, the carbon tax
would not only put out the lights across the
generation system but also send everybody broke. In
fact, people received quite good compensation
through their pensions and the taxation system to
balance the effect of the carbon tax on the cost of
living. Further, in the 2012–13 financial year, the
most recent year for which we have data, there were
1.07 disconnections per 100 residences. That was a
small increase, but nothing like the close to one-third
annual increase that was occurring in the years prior
to the introduction of the carbon tax, while the Labor
and Liberal parties did nothing.
It is essential that we do something about this. In my
opinion, we need further regulation — not further
deregulation — of the way the electricity market works
in relation to vulnerable customers. Digging for and
burning coal faster, which both the Labor and Liberal
parties would like to do, will not drive down the price
of power in any significant way.
Mr Leane interjected.
Mr BARBER — How do I know what Labor wants
to do, Mr Leane? I look back over the 10 years during
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which there was a Labor federal government and at the
number of coal and gas exploration and production
licences issued by the federal ministers for the
environment under the Rudd and Gillard governments.
Then I look over in Mr Leane’s direction and I see
where Mr Lenders sits. He has said before in this place
that he is committed to rolling out coal seam gas and
unconventional gas development across the state of
Victoria. Labor members are the fossil fuel party with
their Liberal Party mates over the way.

then it was withdrawn. The Minister for Energy and
Resources told us that he did not like the provisions in
the national legislation and therefore he would not be
proceeding with them at that time. It was one of the
very few instances I have seen since privatisation when
the minister for energy in Victoria was actually
prepared to act like a minister for energy. Mostly they
just deregulate and hand all this off to a federal
jurisdiction and say, ‘That is the end of it, I am not
interested’.

That will not keep down energy prices here in Victoria.
In fact, even as members of the Liberal Party and The
Nationals seek to roll out even more gas connections to
more Victorian households, what they are not telling
Victorians is that they predict that the price of domestic
gas here in Victoria will double as it becomes linked to
the export price. For that matter, here in Victoria we are
running out of natural gas. It is expected to peak — —

There is a provision in the National Energy Retail Law
which I think is quite important and quite urgent here in
Victoria, and I do not think we can wait until some
state-and-federal ministers round table rodeo up there
finally works it out, and that is the disconnection of
people’s electricity supply during extreme weather
events including heatwaves. We have just had the
hottest year on record here in Victoria and that has been
followed by an extreme heatwave — a record-breaking
heatwave — which we already know has caused the
deaths of numerous vulnerable people here in Victoria.
I have been overseas for most of January, but when I
got back I read very distressing accounts on early
estimates of how many people may have died as a
result of those days of extreme heat that we had during
January. It is distressing but true to say that the morgues
and other facilities were overflowing at the end of that
heatwave.

Ms Crozier interjected.
Mr BARBER — Ms Crozier, in the Australian
Energy Market Operator’s Gas Statement of
Opportunities members will find the Australian Energy
Market Operator’s projection that gas production from
our Bass Strait fields will peak in about 2017 and
continue to decline. This is not Greg Barber talking.
I do not need to come in here — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BARBER — This is not just Greg Barber
talking; this is in fact the people charged by the federal
government to do planning for our gas and electricity
future, and so it is predictable that even as Ms Crozier’s
government seeks to connect more people to reticulated
gas systems, their gas bills are expected to go from
being relatively low cost, as they have been for many
years, to quite expensive. In fact a much better option
would be to encourage those people to connect to solar
energy and run an efficient split cycle air-conditioning
and heating unit in their own home.
Ms Crozier interjected.
Mr BARBER — Ms Crozier is locking them into a
highly expensive energy future when she encourages
them to connect to gas, which, traditionally, has been
very cheap in Victoria.
This bill and specifically my amendment deal with
electricity. For a little while we had a bill in this
Parliament that was meant to set up a national
consumer framework for the protection of consumers of
electricity. The bill was tabled in the Parliament and

It is an extraordinarily serious matter. We knew it was
going to happen, because it happened in January 2009.
When we asked the Minister for Health today what he
was going to do about it, I believe I heard him say that
such events may not recur. I will have to check
Hansard tomorrow, but it would really worry me if the
Minister for Health was suggesting that the extreme
heatwave we have just experienced was a one-off
event. He has joined the climate denialist movement in
here on the back bench. That is a very worrying sign in
any case. If the minister wants more information, he
can refer to his own government’s plan, the Victorian
Climate Change Adaptation Plan, and in that he will
find — in this document drafted and released by his
government — that it says we can expect an increase in
the number of extreme heatwave days under its chosen
climate change scenario.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr BARBER — Mr Finn is quite distressed by all
this — —
Mr Finn interjected.

ENERGY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (GENERAL) BILL 2013
Tuesday, 4 February 2014

COUNCIL

Mr BARBER — And he suggests that what I am
talking about is something that may lack veracity.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr BARBER — I am quoting the Australian
Energy Market Operator; I am quoting the recently
published Essential Services Commission Energy
Retailers Comparative Performance Report —
Customer Service 2012–13; and I am quoting his own
government’s climate change adaptation plan based on
the best available information from the CSIRO. I am
quoting other learned bodies and the facts that they
have put forward — facts matter. Just because
Mr Finn’s party now controls both state and federal
governments does not allow government members to
suspend the facts. They are entitled to their own
opinions, but they are not entitled to their own facts.
Mr Ramsay interjected.
Mr BARBER — Just coming in here, really loudly,
Mr Weather Gauge over there, Mr Ramsay, thinks he
can quote today’s temperature as some kind of
evidence.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr BARBER — I was on Mount Kenya checking
out how much its glaciers have receded in the last
20 years, and that was from direct experience.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr BARBER — ‘Feelpinions’ and ‘anecdata’
might be enough for the Liberal Party room, but they
are not good enough for policy-making when lives are
at stake. I am horrified at the idea that a low-income
person who has got themselves into difficulty could
have their electricity supply disconnected in the middle
of one of these extreme heatwaves. Therefore I am
proposing an amendment, and I will explain to
Mr Leane and other members how it works and where
it arises.
The law I mentioned earlier, the National Energy Retail
Law, contained a provision which is not yet in
Victorian law, and that is that customers would not be
disconnected from electricity supply during extreme
weather events. I appear to have routed the main
climate change denialists. There is just me and
Ms Crozier left to argue the toss. I will read out the key
wording here which defines an extreme weather event.
It states:
Extreme weather event, in relation to a domestic customer,
means an event declared by an instrument to be an extreme
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weather event in the area in which the domestic customer’s
premises is located.

Of course in the federal framework law that would
apply differently in each jurisdiction, but here in
Victoria we have a relevant provision in sections 95 and
96 of the Electricity Industry Act 2000. The principal
act allows the minister to make declarations in relation
to various kinds of events that might put all or part of
the electricity supply at risk. It is my contention that
that provision could be used in conjunction with my
amendment to make a declaration and set directions as
to how it is to be implemented, such that on extreme
days like we have recently had, and in anticipation of
the increasing number of extreme hot weather days we
can expect in the future, the minister could use the
mechanism provided for in my amendment to make it
illegal for power companies to cut power off in the
middle of an extreme heatwave. As I said, the wording
is largely borrowed from the proposed federal law —
the one which the government brought here and then
withdrew.
Given the situation we find ourselves in now, with the
recent deaths that we have seen from the heatwave and
the prospect of more such extreme weather in the
future, I believe it is imperative for the government to
act. A lot of people out there cannot afford to run air
conditioning during hot weather. Darebin City Council,
led by Greens councillor, Trent McCarthy, has been
taking practical measures to look after some of its
vulnerable citizens. It handed out pedestal fans to
people. They are pretty cheap to buy, and if you sit in
front of one of them with a wet towel around your neck,
you will get quite a good cooling effect for very little
energy.
Ms Crozier — That is what I do.
Mr BARBER — Thank you, Ms Crozier. If I can, I
tend to head off to the movies and watch a movie or
two in the heat of the day, but that costs money and not
everybody has that sort of money. We have seen reports
of homeless people who sought refuge in shopping
centres and other places around the city. They went in
there to cool off, and it has been reported that they were
evicted by the shop owners who did not want people
hanging around their shops to stay cool. That led
Melbourne City Council to take the quite extraordinary
step of opening up some of its air-conditioned premises
just to keep people alive. As Ms Hartland was
suggesting earlier today during question time, that is the
kind of emergency response we would expect from a
state government, in the same way as it would respond
to a bushfire or flood emergency.
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In fact we know — and neither Mr Elsbury nor
Ms Crozier were around at the time — that when the
health authorities were interrogated during a
parliamentary committee after the 2009 heatwave, the
Department of Health basically said that these were
people who were going to die anyway. They were
people who had pre-existing illnesses and the effect of
the heatwave was to cause them all to die in a short
period. I found that to be an extraordinarily cavalier
statement. That may come up somewhere in the cold,
hard logic of the health budget, but I do not believe it is
an acceptable policy position. The Minister for Health
would well remember that because he sat in as a
substitute member of the committee during those
particular hearings. A $20 million royal commission
looked into the Black Saturday bushfires, the tragic
fires which we will commemorate on Thursday, but
nothing more than an hour or two of parliamentary time
was devoted to the even greater number of deaths that
occurred in the days prior to Black Saturday.
We know from medical authorities who spoke about
this matter last week that we have had more of the
same. It is absolutely predictable. When a series of hot
days are followed by a series of hot nights, usually two
or three in a row is enough to cause a spike in the death
rate amongst vulnerable groups and particularly
amongst the elderly and those with pre-existing
conditions. Local government has done a lot. The
previous government did not do much at all. Prior to
2009, under the Bracks and Brumby governments, we
were promised a statewide heatwave strategy. In fact
what was delivered — and it was delivered after the
deaths of 2009 — was a template document for a
heatwave strategy for local governments.
We have made some progress in that area. I was in
Horsham over the weekend, and I was told that through
the home and community care program the most
vulnerable clients are called — the people who are
socially isolated and elderly, some even with a degree
of mental deterioration. They do not know how to deal
with the heat, and often they do not act. I know of one
instance that occurred in Adelaide where some people
from Melbourne got worried about their mother who
was living alone in Adelaide. She used to get the
newspaper from the local newsagent every morning.
When she did not come down to get her paper, the
newsagent went to her house and found her sitting in
her armchair still wearing her cardigan, deceased. Older
people often do not have the ability to manage their
own situation to avoid these tragic effects, and that is
avoidable.
I understand the point of the medical authorities when
they say these are excess deaths, as they call them.
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These are people who over a period of months or more
might have died due to an underlying illness, but the
facts remain that during heatwaves a lot of them die
very quickly, and there are things that we could do to
avoid that. Not cutting off their electricity supply in the
middle of a heatwave would be a good start. That is
why I am proposing this particular amendment, which
gives the minister and the government only one more
option. It does not put any extra requirements on
anybody, but it gives an additional option whereby the
minister could declare an extreme weather event in
relation to domestic customers, and in those
circumstances, during the period of the event, it would
not be lawful for a company to start disconnecting
people.
In fact some disconnections due to planned
maintenance occurred recently up in the north-east
somewhere, and that hit the newspapers as well. That
caused a lot of hardship and distress in that community,
but I am addressing specifically the issue of
disconnections as they relate to residential customers.
That is in my proposed amendment, which we will be
addressing in the committee stage, and I hope the
government and the opposition will give it some
consideration.
I would also like to put forward a question for
government members, and it may be something they
can answer at some stage. In terms of the national
framework for electricity consumer law that was
brought in as a bill to this house, could the government
tell us if there has been any progress on the bill or its
negotiations? Is it intended to bring the bill back,
because the text of my amendment is drawn from that
original bill. If we could have that bill brought back into
Parliament quickly, we might have a mechanism for
delivering the same thing I am trying to achieve here.
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) — Before I
commence, it would be nice to have a copy of the
amendment made available.
Mr O’Brien — You won’t see it.
Mr ELSBURY — We won’t see it? That is
interesting. But in any case, I am pleased to speak on
the Energy Legislation Amendment (General) Bill
2013 — and I have just been handed the amendment. It
was thrown to me as I stood to speak. This bill seeks to
improve the information customers receive about their
energy options, be it electricity or gas. We are working
through the process of assisting customers during this
transitional period between old metering technology
and the smart meters, as they have been called — or
advanced metering infrastructure — but we will keep it
to smart meters.
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The rollout of smart meters was very difficult. People
were forced to pay more than we would have expected
them to pay to have a smart meter installed on their
property. As someone once said, it would be like
paying Coles when they needed new cash registers. It
just does not happen. They have to work it into their
normal financial planning — put an extra cent on a
packet of cornflakes or something like that. Instead,
people were being charged additional costs for having
smart meters placed on their properties under the
previous Labor government.
We are still living with the legacy of needing legislation
that reflects the changes that have occurred within the
electricity sector to take full advantage of the
technology that has been presented to us. Smart meters
as a whole are not a bad idea. The ability to get an
accurate reading of your electricity use, an accurate
reading of how much you owe a retail company for
your electricity and even up-to-date information about
how much energy you are using at any given moment
are all benefits that this technology brings.
Smart meters will come to the fore as flexible pricing
plans are introduced by retail companies. They allow
the consumer, be they a small business or a household,
to use the information gathered by their smart meter to
decide which flexible pricing package will best suit
them. This is very similar to what your telephone
company would do. On the odd occasion your
telephone company might suggest that because you are
making a few more phone calls, whether they are
international or interstate, you might want to change
your plan to reflect that fact so that you have cheaper
calls — and the Labor Party has had a lot of interstate
phone calls during its preselection process. Your
internet service provider may also suggest that you
need to increase the amount of data you can download
or the data charges you are paying.
While this technology has been available for telephones
and for your internet service providers, it will now be
available for your electricity use, which is something
that people are quite conscious of in trying to keep track
of their costs and reduce their energy bills, and certainly
in some instances — and Mr Barber will be quite happy
with this — in trying to reduce their impact on the
environment. They feel that reducing the number of
lights they have on in the house or turning off the air
conditioner at certain times of the day or running their
air conditioner more efficiently is the best way to go.
In my household we do not leave the air conditioner
blaring away all day and all night, and we do not try to
make a refrigerated environment in our house. It is kept
at a reasonable level. We do not walk around in duffel
coats when the air conditioner is on, nor do we, during
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the winter time, walk around in just our speedos. That is
a sight no-one wants to see.
The Energy Legislation Amendment (General) Bill
2013 — a nice short title for the bill — makes
amendments to the Electricity Industry Act 2000 and
the Gas Industry Act 2001. The Electricity Industry Act
2000 will have the definition of licensee in section 3 of
that act removed, as the Energy Legislation
Amendment (Flexible Pricing and Other Matters) Act
2013 made that particular reference redundant.
Further, the Electricity Industry Act 2000 will be
amended to change notification requirements for
electricity retailers to improve and simplify the methods
by which they inform their customers about the energy
package options that are available. A new website tool
named My Power Planner will be able to provide
information to customers who have a smart meter
installed at their property about what deals are available
to them. If you have a smart meter, you need to go to
My Power Planner. The Essential Services Commission
will publish retail offers for gas customers and
electricity customers who are yet to transfer to the smart
meter system on the ‘Your Choice’ website. This
differentiation will ensure that customers are informed
of what electricity and gas plans are relevant to them
and their property.
We heard a lot of talk about financial hardship and
people who have difficulty paying their bills when
Mr Barber was talking about his proposed amendment.
It is my strong belief that the government will not
support his amendment for several reasons. Firstly, it is
not clear how many customers would benefit from
Mr Barber’s amendment. The Victorian energy retail
code already places restrictions on retailers in relation
to disconnecting a customer’s electricity for
non-payment of a bill where the customer lacks
sufficient income — for example, the retailer must
issue a reminder notice and contact the customer to
offer alternative payment arrangements.
It is unclear why the restriction would apply only to
financial hardship customers. As has already been
stated, there are people with medical conditions who
suffer heat-related complications to their illness which
could even cause death. Schools, families with small
children and customers with medical cooling needs are
also impacted by extreme weather events, whether they
are hot days or cold days. We do also have
exceptionally cold days in Victoria.
Disconnection during extreme weather events has not
previously been raised as a significant issue by
consumers. It was not raised in recent feedback from
the public on energy sector issues. It is also a bit
difficult to define an extreme weather event. Is it when
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it is hot and windy, or when it is just hot? How hot does
it have to be to be classified as an extreme weather
event? Who classifies an extreme weather event? These
are the issues that would need to be fleshed out. They
were not explained by Mr Barber in his speech, nor by
the piece of paper I was handed moments after taking to
my feet to speak on this bill.
In relation to financial hardship, the financial hardship
policies of licensed electricity and gas retailers will be
aligned between the two energy provision methods so
that the obligations are the same. The Essential Services
Commission will also be able to act upon existing retail
energy policies which fail to meet these minimum
obligations. New licensed electricity and gas retailers
who enter the Victorian market will be required to
provide their hardship policies to the Essential Services
Commission within three months of having their
licence approved. The Essential Services Commission
will be empowered by this bill to instruct a retailer to
review its hardship policy to make sure the policy
meets the minimum criteria.
Licensing exemption legislation will be updated by the
bill, as the definitions are almost 20 years old, having
been unchanged since 1994. The Essential Services
Commission administers the licensing regime for any
person wishing to distribute or retail gas or to generate,
transmit, distribute or retail electricity in Victoria. There
are exemptions for those needing a licence. Examples
of exemptions under the Electricity Industry Act 2000
include the sale of electricity by a company to a related
body corporate and retail and distribution within an
embedded network. Embedded networks exist where
there is distribution and sale of electricity within a
premises by the owner of that premises — for example,
where a body corporate sells and distributes electricity
to all the apartments in a building. Embedded networks
can also occur in caravan parks, shopping centres and
retirement homes.
Another exemption from licensing is granted for the
generation of less than 30 megawatts of electricity if the
electricity is sold to a licensed retailer — for example, a
domestic customer selling electricity generated by their
solar panels to their retailer would be exempt from
needing a licence; I believe there was some confusion
in the other place about that issue. To make it crystal
clear, if you have a solar panel on your roof, so long as
you are selling that electricity back to a retailer, you do
not need to have a licence to generate that electricity
and feed it into the grid. The Gas Industry Act 2001
provides exemptions which include distribution of
liquid natural gas by road tanker to very large business
customers.
The bill repeals some provisions in relation to
cross-ownership of electricity, gas, transmission and
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generation that have become redundant as a
consequence of the Energy Legislation Amendment
(Flexible Pricing and Other Matters) Act 2013.
The bill provides for the implementation of the new
smart meter technology, a technology that was foisted
onto the people of Victoria by the previous government
at great expense. We are now having to pick up the
pieces, including conducting a review of the safety of
these items. A safety audit is being carried out to
provide a little more certainty to the people of Victoria
that the technology is safe. I believe it is safe, but at
times we need to provide people with additional
assurance from a third party that can clearly outline the
important features and the safe nature of the
technology. The iPad sitting in front of me is currently
emitting more microwave radiation than my smart
meter at home. With those few words, I commend the
bill to the house and look forward to its passage.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I am
pleased to speak on the Energy Legislation Amendment
(General) Bill 2013. My colleague Mr Elsbury
adequately outlined the technical aspects of the bill so I
will not repeat those, but I will make a few comments
in relation to the bill and highlight that it is part of the
government’s commitment to continue to provide
information and support to Victorian households to
assist them in managing their energy costs.
We are talking about various energy costs and the
rollout of smart meters, which have had an impost on
households and businesses. I remind members that the
Productivity Commission looked into this issue and did
an analysis of it. It found that:
Overall, it appears that the Victorian decision to roll out smart
meters was premature and/or poorly planned with inadequate
knowledge about smart meter technologies, their costs and
associated risks. Further, there was inadequate consumer
education about the potential changes and benefits post the
rollout.

That is the legacy we were left with and what we have
been dealing with — cleaning up yet another Labor
mess.
An Auditor-General’s investigation found a historical
lack of governance and central oversight of the smart
meter rollout and that government had a responsibility
to better support the implementation of the project. The
then Minister for Energy and Resources, Mr O’Brien,
the member for Malvern in the Assembly, said the
priority was to deliver benefits for consumers, and that
is what the government has done. It has got on with
enabling consumers to better manage their energy costs.
Since coming to power in 2010 the coalition
government has done a number of things for Victorian
consumers to achieve just that. Mr Barber made
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reference to the cost of living elements of electricity
usage and disconnection, but there are overall pressures
that sometimes lead to those disconnections.
I remind the chamber of exactly what the government
has done. It has argued for reforms of network pricing
and governance of the Australian Energy Regulator
(AER) to ensure that the interests of consumers are now
taken into account. Mr Barber would agree that is a
significant improvement on the situation when the
coalition came to government. It has introduced flexible
pricing options to give customers the opportunity to
choose offers that could save them significant amounts
throughout the year, and it has introduced concessions
throughout the year.
While we were experiencing the significant heatwave
several days ago, the Minister for Community Services
put out a media release. Mr Barber said he was away,
so he possibly missed the media release, but quite a lot
of information went out to Victorians about how they
should protect themselves against the heatwave. In that
media release the minister said:
This is the third summer that the Victorian coalition
government has delivered financial relief on summer
electricity bills since introducing year-round energy
concessions in 2011 …
Prior to March 2011, the concessions were only available for
six months of the year —

they did not extend throughout the hot summer
period —
during the cooler autumn-winter period.
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a look at it. On the switchon.vic.gov.au website there
are clear guidelines for a potentially complex issue.
When looking at different pricing options, My Power
Planner allows you to look at your electricity usage,
look at peak hours, get the data, analyse that and
improve your overall costs. The minister and the
government should be commended for giving
consumers more choice and flexible arrangements.
As I said, the government came in with that legacy. We
have cleaned up the various elements that Labor left in
relation to smart meters and fixed tariffs. We are
looking at those elements, and this bill further enhances
those initiatives for the consumer. I commend the bill to
the house and wish it a speedy passage.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Committed.
Committee
Clause 1
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I move:
1.

Clause 1, page 2, lines 1 and 2, omit “in respect of the
submission, review and approval of” and insert “in
relation to”.

I spoke to this amendment during the second-reading
stage, but I would be happy to answer any further
questions or enter into any discussion with the other
parties about it.

That is a commitment the coalition government has
delivered on, and it has had significant impacts for
many Victorians who hold concession cards,
health-care cards and veterans gold cards and for
pensioners, who can be severely impacted by the rising
costs of energy.

Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I welcome the opportunity to respond to
a couple of questions. Mr Leane raised a question in the
course of debate and Mr Barber has moved an
amendment. I think both of those can be dealt with in
clause 1, so I will attempt to deal with them here.

The government has done various other things to ensure
that it is educating the consumer. In September last year
the now Minister for Energy and Resources,
Mr Kotsiras, established a community feedback link on
the government’s Switch On website, which allows
Victorian householders who have concerns relating to
electricity or gas usage to provide feedback on their
concerns. This initiative has yielded a range of
responses that the government is addressing. It is taking
those concerns seriously, listening and acting on them.

Mr Leane asked a question about the exemptions from
licence provisions, which are dealt with under the
purpose clause, 1(a) of the bill, in terms of the
circumstances in which an exemption might be granted.
I asked the same question when I was conferring on this
provision with some people from the department and
was told that a typical example might be where there is
an owners cooperative formed over a number of
residential units within the one building or between
linked buildings and there is some generation of
electricity purely to distribute to those within that
owners corporation. Rather than the owners having to
have a formal licence and do what those who hold a
distribution licence are required to do by law, an
exemption might be considered by the minister. We are

Mr Elsbury mentioned some other elements. He
mentioned My Power Planner, an energy information
website the government has initiated, which provides
instant information on retail electricity contract offers.
Householders are able to go to that site, and I have had
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not talking about exemptions being given for those
seeking to distribute widely on a profit-motivated basis;
it is really for those in-house types of things where
generation might be shared for the purposes of people
in a group like an owners corporation. That is a
response to the question asked by Mr Leane.
In respect of the amendment moved by Mr Barber, first
of all I have to say that any reasonable person would
have some sympathy with the amendment moved. An
electricity or even a gas distribution company that
sought to disconnect on hardship grounds during a time
of peak demand such as extreme weather conditions,
whether that be heat or cold, would be crazy to do so. I
am sure the negative publicity that would be generated
would not be worth the company’s effort in
disconnecting in those times of extreme weather
conditions.
If you look at some of the hardship policies that are
required to be produced by the distributors, you see
they do not say they will not disconnect in a time of
extreme weather conditions. If you read some of the
words they use in those hardship policies, you see they
suggest — to me at least — that disconnecting at a time
of extreme weather conditions is the furthest thing from
their minds. In front of me I have, for example, a copy
of the customer hardship program produced by Origin
Energy. It says:
Origin strives to have a customer management approach that
is:
empathetic and respectful;
fair and reasonable to customers …

It also says:
We believe that energy disconnection of a customer due to
hardship or an inability to pay their energy bills will be a last
resort option …

In discussing this matter with the minister we talked
about it being a last resort option. Before considering
disconnection I think energy companies go to some
lengths to try to work through any problems customers
might have. I am aware of the statistics for the
disconnection rate that Mr Barber gave in his
contribution, and I have no reason to doubt his claim
that the numbers have risen over a period of time. He
gave those figures in the course of the debate.
Nevertheless, the intent of these hardship policies is to
work with customers. Disconnection would be a last
resort.
Whether we try to describe in legislation all elements of
hardship policies is a matter for the Parliament to
consider. We believe that, given the nature of the
hardship policies at the moment, the history of the use
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of hardship policies and the fact that any energy
company would face a great negative backlash if they
were to disconnect in the time of an extreme weather
event as described by Mr Barber, it is not absolutely
essential at this time to include this sort of amendment.
However, we are not at all unsympathetic to it. Through
the advisers I have checked with the minister — hence
the tabling of this amendment in the Parliament this
evening — and, as Mr Barber has said, the national
framework for electricity consumer law is an
instrument we might well use to address the same issue.
My advice from the minister is that that national
framework for electricity consumer law is still being
considered by his department. I can give Mr Barber a
commitment that the minister has told me that the very
issue framed in this amendment will be fairly and
properly considered by the government in its response
to the national framework for electricity consumer law.
In that case we may be able to deal with the particular
issue, as Mr Barber said in his contribution, under that
particular policy or consideration of government of
whether it be adopted.
All in all, for the reasons I have described, we are not in
a position to accept the amendment here tonight but we
are in a position to give a commitment to the committee
that there will be proper consideration of that intent as
part of the government’s further deliberations on the
national framework for consumer law.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I thank the
minister for the clarification on the query that I put in
my contribution on behalf of the opposition. I thank
him for putting that on the public record. I think it was a
fair and reasonable response. I also think it was a fair
and reasonable response from the minister regarding
Mr Barber’s amendment in that in the short time the
opposition had — from the time it received
Mr Barber’s amendment until now — it had a very
similar discussion to that which Mr Hall articulated
about what sort of energy company would act in this
fashion in an extreme weather event.
In saying that, we believe we have come to a position
where we can support Mr Barber’s amendment tonight.
We appreciate that in circulating his amendment
Mr Barber apologised for the lateness of its arrival. The
opposition particularly likes to deal with things as a
collective; its members like to have the time and
opportunity to do that. Unfortunately today we have not
had that opportunity with Mr Barber’s amendment. I
know there have been times when the opposition has
presented late amendments. There has been a period in
between parliamentary sittings, and this bill has been on
the notice paper since late last year, and here we are in
early February. It is disappointing that we have not had
a chance to deal with Mr Barber’s amendment in the
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fashion we would have liked, but in saying that, we
believe we can support the amendment.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I thank
the opposition for the consideration it has given to my
amendment. This is a problem that has not snuck up on
anybody; the problem of disconnections has been
accelerating rapidly in recent years. I appreciate also the
consideration the government has given to my
amendment. As I said, the text of the amendment was
drawn from a bill that the government presented to this
place and then withdrew. If what the minister is saying
is that the Minister for Energy and Resources is striking
a hard bargain with the other energy ministers to protect
some of the consumer frameworks we have had here in
Victoria for quite some time, then I am glad to hear
that. I am happy to have put the issue on the
Parliament’s agenda, and I look forward to seeing what
the government comes up with by way of legislation in
this area in the future.
Committee divided on amendment:
Ayes, 17
Barber, Mr (Teller)
Broad, Ms
Darveniza, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Hartland, Ms
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr

Melhem, Mr
Mikakos, Ms
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms (Teller)
Scheffer, Mr
Somyurek, Mr
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms

Noes, 18
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr D.
Drum, Mr (Teller)
Elsbury, Mr
Finn, Mr
Hall, Mr
Koch, Mr

Kronberg, Mrs
Lovell, Ms
Millar, Mrs
O’Brien, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr (Teller)
Rich-Phillips, Mr

Pairs
Tarlamis, Mr
Viney, Mr

Guy, Mr
Atkinson, Mr

Amendment negatived.
Clause agreed to; clauses 2 to 23 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Report adopted.
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Third reading
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I move:
That the bill be now read a third time.

In so doing, I thank those who have contributed to the
debate, particularly Mr Leane, Mr Barber, Mr Elsbury
and Ms Crozier.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

SUSTAINABLE FORESTS (TIMBER) AND
WILDLIFE AMENDMENT BILL 2013
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 December 2013; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer)
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak on the Sustainable Forests (Timber) and Wildlife
Amendment Bill 2013. My contribution to the
second-reading debate will be quite short because on
10 December my colleague Mr Eren, the member for
Lara in the Assembly, very clearly and eloquently
articulated the Labor Party’s position on this bill, which
is to not oppose it. However, I will speak on a proposal
from the Labor Party that this bill be referred to the
Legal and Social Issues Legislation Committee on the
basis that there are two aspects of the bill that we
believe need further inquiry. I foreshadow that at the
time of the second reading I will move that the bill be
referred to the Legal and Social Issues Legislation
Committee for inquiry, consideration and report by
30 June in relation to the impact of the measures of the
bill. Specifically, the referral requires the committee to
call as witnesses the Secretary of the Department of
Justice, in relation to the severity of the penalties, and
the Secretary of the Department of Environment and
Primary Industries, in relation to the resources currently
utilised to enforce the laws regarding duck hunting.
This referral essentially sums up the two areas of the
bill that Mr Eren dealt with in the Legislative
Assembly. What we see here is a bill regarding
penalties for people who trespass in forests — or
protest in forests, but I use the term ‘trespass’. The
government is proposing a series of radical increases in
penalties in that area, particularly around the duck
hunting season. The two things this referral seeks to
have the committee do and report upon by June are,
firstly, to call in the Secretary of the Department of
Justice to have a discussion as to how appropriate these
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penalties are in relation to other offences on the
Victorian statute book. I would be very interested to
know the minister’s views on this. Perhaps he can
elaborate on that in his reply. From the perspective of
the Labor Party, we would like that forensic discussion
to occur at the legislation committee stage, where the
secretary of the department can come in and outline to
us whether these penalties are appropriate — as the
government has said they are, both in debate and in
briefings that have been offered to other parties. This
will be a chance for the secretary to tell us that.
In all of these matters the Department of Justice offers
advice as to the applicability of one part of legislation to
another. That is the first part of the review we seek to
have done by the committee. The second part is to call
in the Secretary of the Department of Environment and
Primary Industries to answer questions in relation to the
resources currently applied to enforcing the laws
regarding duck hunting. One of the issues in contention
here is when the duck hunting season starts, and there
are always issues of great contention as to what an
appropriate length of season is, what an appropriate bag
limit of birds is and whether there should be any limit at
all. There are a whole range of issues, but there are
existing laws in place in Victoria, and there is a debate
as to what resources the department is actually putting
in to enforce those laws.
Mr Barber — The same as when you were in
government.
Mr LENDERS — I take up Mr Barber’s
interjection and remind him that when you look at the
State Services Authority figures as to the number of
staff engaged by the now Department of Environment
and Primary Industries, depending on which lot of
figures you use — some of it is like comparing apples
with oranges, and it is difficult because the earth
resources division is moving and a range of things are
moving between departments — on my best analysis
we have somewhere between 20 and 30 per cent less
staff in the current Department of Environment and
Primary Industries than there were in those same
divisions at the change of government in December
2010. The material point of that is that there has been a
25 per cent cut in staff in the department.
The central premise is that if you cut staff numbers by
that amount, something has to give, and if the
something that gives is the number of inspectors and
enforcement officers that are around on, for instance,
day one of the duck season, there will be a material
difference, regardless of any changes in the statute
book. By definition you have a lot less people enforcing
the law, no matter what the rhetoric of the government

Tuesday, 4 February 2014

is, no matter what the narrative of the government is
and no matter what the advertising campaigns of the
government are. This referral simply seeks to call the
secretary of the department before the Legal and Social
Issues Legislation Committee to answer some questions
as to what the situation actually is.
This is particularly important because the minister who
introduced this bill, Mr Walsh, the Minister for
Agriculture and Food Security, has had form over the
last three years in saying that there were no serious cuts
to his department, yet we constantly see cuts to his
department. Whether it be in relation to fruit fly
inspectors, doggers out in the bush or numerous other
areas of staff in what is now the Department of
Environment and Primary Industries, we had a narrative
from the minister and the government that said that no
front-line services were being cut. Then, a year later,
when either the annual report comes out or the State
Services Authority report comes out or some other data
comes out, such as the measures in budget paper 3
showing what services have been delivered, we find
almost without exception that in what is now the
Department of Environment and Primary Industries
there are less personnel on the ground either delivering
services or enforcing the laws.
The point I take up is that if the secretary of the
department comes before the committee, there would
hopefully be a more informed discussion as to what the
levels of compliance and service delivery are than what
we have been getting to date from the minister and the
government through the other replies that have come
into this place. I will be formally moving a referral to
the committee later on in this debate. The vote will
come.
The final point I make, I guess to reinforce what was
said by Mr Eren, the member for Lara in the Assembly,
is about clause 5 of this bill. That is the clause that
repeals a requirement for VicForests to provide a copy
of a timber release plan to the Department of
Environment and Primary Industries 30 days prior to its
publication. We will seek to oppose that clause in
committee. Again, this is part of the same debate we
had on legislation last year over the issue of the
relationship between VicForests and the minister, and
this is something that has suddenly appeared in this bill
and which appears to me to be totally unrelated to the
other purposes of this bill. Significantly, we took issue
last time with this particular matter. As it comes into
this bill, either by stealth or by whatever measure is in
place, we will seek to oppose that clause.
I conclude my remarks on that point. These are issues
that divide our community. If one had the wisdom of
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Solomon, these things would be easy, but there are
obviously conflicting rights both across the forestry
area and across the duck hunting area. The bill seeks to
address them. We certainly believe in the right to
protest. We also believe that those people who work in
the forestry area ought to be safe. We feel very strongly
about them working there. These are difficult issues.
On balance we will not oppose the bill, but we think
clause 5 should be out, and we think that before the bill
goes any further the two departmental secretaries
should give answers to questions both to this house of
the Parliament and, more significantly, through this
house of the Parliament to the Victorian public, firstly
as to whether these penalties are appropriate, and
secondly, as to what this government is actually doing
to enforce the existing laws during duck hunting
season. That is the position of the Labor Party. I urge
the house to consider it.
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — It gives me
great pleasure to be able to speak on the Sustainable
Forests (Timber) and Wildlife Amendment Bill 2013. I
commend the Minister for Agriculture and Food
Security, Mr Walsh, for bringing this legislation to the
Parliament. It is very timely, given that duck hunting
season is coming upon us. I believe this legislation is
long overdue, as for too long protestors have had free
licence to act illegally and unlawfully, disrupting the
workplace, causing damage and threatening innocent
people, all the while being aided and abetted by
supporters within the Greens.
The Greens will not support this bill. They will not like
it and will no doubt push it into committee in a protest
against the restriction of the right to protest. I say tough
titty. Enough of the intimidation of protesters, enough
of the lost time, resources and money, and the unlawful
actions they cause. It is now time to obey or pay.
The illegal protests and scant regard for public safety
are reminiscent of the thuggish behaviour of unions,
particularly the Construction, Forestry, Mining and
Energy Union (CFMEU). Those who sit on the
opposition benches and are products of the union
apparatchiks are parachuted into the upper house and sit
idly by while the unions flex their muscle and deny
Liberal Party members their right to vote for candidates
in state seats. What is happening in seats like Macedon
is a slap in the face to Labor Party members, and the
way Daniel Andrews has been compromised by the
CFMEU means he must stand down as opposition
leader. The illegal protests of the CFMEU and the
bullying of the United Firefighters Union of Australia
in controlling operational matters of the Metropolitan
Fire Brigade is akin to the Greens party supporting the
illegal protests concerning the forests and wildlife.
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The main purpose of this bill is to increase public safety
and reduce disruptions to lawful timber harvesting and
duck hunting activities by unlawful protests. The
Victorian coalition government supports people’s right
to protest but encourages it to be done in a manner
which does not put anyone’s safety at risk, break the
law or disrupt legitimate economic and recreational
activities. Forestry operators and duck hunters should
be able to pursue their lawful commercial operations
and recreational pursuits without disruption,
intimidation or interference and without risk to their
safety. The bill introduces a number of offences that
include substantial penalties in order to deter disruptive
and illegal protests. The timber harvesting safety zone,
as introduced by this amendment, includes a coupe and
any closed road within a coupe as well as a buffer area,
including any area of state forest within 100 metres of a
coupe. A set of offences relating to the timber
harvesting safety zones has also been incorporated into
the act to give pause to those who seek to defy the
safety zone and engage in unlawful protests. The bill
empowers an officer to make an order excluding an
offender from a timber harvesting safety zone or an
area of state forest for a period no longer than
12 months. The court is to consider the matters
specified in the bill in making such an order.
The bill also amends the Wildlife Act 1975. Presently
the penalties for failing to comply with the laws set out
to separate duck hunters from protesters for their own
safety are too frequently ignored. Only last year a
protester was accidentally shot in the face during duck
hunting season when they had entered an area where
shooters were actively engaged in their lawful pursuit
of shooting ducks. The protesters put their own lives in
danger, put wildlife officers in danger and put the
community in danger. Laurie Levy and other protesters
ignored safety requirements in areas that were being
used for duck shooting.
Many anti-duck hunting protesters are repeat offenders.
Therefore the bill will increase the penalty to 60 penalty
units, reflecting the seriousness of the offence. In
addition, as I have mentioned, the bill will give the
courts the ability to make exclusion orders prohibiting
persons from entering the designated area or parts of
designated areas for a period of up to 12 months. The
bill does not remove a person’s ability to protest against
duck hunting or timber harvesting; however, it does
require that this is done in a lawful, safe and responsible
manner.
This is a fairly simple bill. The minister’s
second-reading speech went into the technicalities of
the bill. I do not propose to do that tonight, but the point
I want to make is that this bill is all about providing

SUSTAINABLE FORESTS (TIMBER) AND WILDLIFE AMENDMENT BILL 2013
44

COUNCIL

safety both for those engaged in their rights to protest
outside the safety zones and those who are operating in
areas of timber harvesting and duck hunting. It is a
common-sense bill, and I commend it to the house.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — This bill
has nothing at all to do with people who want to protest
against logging operations by standing in front of
bulldozers, as I have been known to do from time to
time. We already have laws against that. This bill does
something quite different. In fact this bill targets people
who go into a forest with no intention of protesting in
the way that Mr Ramsay has suggested they do. He
needs to read his own bill, and he needs to understand
it.
A discomfited Mr Lenders, for the Labor Party,
pretended he was worried about the condition of this
bill. He pretended he would like to ask a few questions
of senior public servants before deciding whether he
thought the bill was okay. But he fully intends to vote
for the bill.
Next week we will have another bill in this Parliament,
a bill that also attempts to give the government almost
unlimited powers to make people disappear from any
area at any time the government decides they should
leave. You will see the Labor Party members lined up
there on the front steps of Parliament protesting against
that bill and singing ‘Solidarity Forever’. But the two
bills are aimed at exactly the same thing. They are
aimed at making it illegal to conduct normal activities
in the public space that the government now realises it
does not want people to do because the government
intends to push through its vastly unpopular policies.
The government knows how unpopular the policies will
be; it knows the kinds of protests that they will attract,
and it is getting the laws in first before the uproar that is
about to occur.
Mr Lenders has made a parliamentary career out of
forging alliances with duck shooters and woodchippers.
That is against the opinion of the vast majority of
Victorians, who would like to see both activities
banned. Some people go out and in the classic style of
civil disobedience put themselves directly in front of
the activity they oppose.
Mr Ramsay interjected.
Mr BARBER — Just as they did when the
north–south pipeline was being constructed. I am
not sure where Mr Ramsay was when those protests
were going on, but those people also sought to
oppose in various ways policies of the then
government.
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Looking at the provisions of the bill, clause 6 inserts
new part 7A, headed ‘Timber harvesting safety zones’.
This is in addition to the law about public safety zones
that has been on the books for a long time. A whole
new zone is being created. Clause 6 applies to people
who in fact have no intention of obstructing logging.
Mr Ramsay needs to read and understand this. Other
offences for that already exist and have for a long time.
New section 77B defines a timber harvesting safety
zone as a logging coupe, a road and a 150-metre buffer
of state forest. I note the broad definition of a coupe,
which does not even need to be on a logging plan.
New section 77C provides that notice of the mysterious
zone must include a commencement date but it does not
require an end date. Members should compare and
contrast that with the declaration of a public safety zone
that is provided for under the Safety on Public Land
Act 2004, which states that times or periods when
logging is supposed to be occurring must be specified.
Under that act the declaration of a zone for logging
cannot be for longer than 12 months. Mr Ramsay
should note that the bill provides that entry can be
prohibited even before the work has actually started. As
soon as the minister decides that the government wants
an area to be a no-go zone, it will be declared that. A
logging operation does not even need to be imminent.
I wonder who would like to go into a forest that is
perhaps planned to be logged but where no logging has
actually commenced? I can imagine that scientists
would like to go in there. I remind Mr Ramsay that, in
order to confirm the presence of endangered species,
environmentalists have been known to undertake
surveys of areas that the government plans to log. In
other words, people may wish to have their say and
register their protest about Mr Ramsay’s government’s
planned logging operations but have no intention of
disrupting the logging operations by physical means.
The purpose of the bill is to stop pesky greenies going
into and finding endangered species in an area that the
government plans to log.
When logging is finished, environmentalists will not be
able to go in and do a post-logging survey. They will
not be able to determine whether state
government-commissioned bulldozers were run
through a rainforest gully or whether any other aspects
had been complied with. That might include whether
logging coupe roads had been breached and barred to
prevent soil erosion, whether slashed material had been
piled up around trees that are supposed to be retained
but will die in the subsequent burn-off, or whether the
proper buffers from each creek or drainage line had
been maintained. They will not be able to do that
because the government will have created a no-go zone.
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Mr Ramsay interjected.
Mr BARBER — Mr Ramsay should not start
changing the story now. The law already has penalties
that have been used against protesters in the past. They
have been used over many years, over decades, during
which time community opposition to the government’s
woodchip operations has grown and grown to where it
is today. This bill targets other people. In fact, under the
provisions of the bill a person who unwittingly is going
through the forest for their own recreation could be
picked up.
Continuing with the provisions, new section 77D
provides that an authorised officer can tell someone to
leave and not re-enter a timber harvesting safety zone.
The bill provides a $2880 fine for failing to comply
with that direction. This is a strict liability offence.
There is actually no need to prove the mental elements
of the offence. For example, the bill does not contain
something like the following words: that someone is in
the area with the intention of disrupting or obstructing
logging operations. A person could be lost or going for
a bushwalk. A person may not be aware of the zoning,
because they have not seen the government’s sign or
checked the government’s website and found out that
the area, that has no sign of a logging operation, is now
a prohibited area. If a person is in there and on the
wrong side of the magic line, they will have broken the
law.
The bill provides that there is no need for any notice to
be given, with no sign put up or declaration put on the
internet. A person could be 150 metres from an area
that is intended to be logged. The bill provides that
there is no need for authorised officers to identify
themselves. You might just run into a bloke in the bush
who says, ‘Get out of here’. If you say, ‘Well, I’m not
going to’, that is an offence. They could be just some
random person telling you to leave with no reason
given. The penalty is the same as that under the existing
act but under the existing act authorised officers
actually have to explain the situation, provide proof of
identity et cetera.
Since other new offences are provided for people
actually obstructing logging or being in areas declared
in accordance with new section 77C, new section 77D
is aimed at people being within 150 metres of a logging
area when logging is not occurring. I have just
explained it to Mr Ramsay — that is, that this provision
is aimed at people who are not even intending to protest
but who want to undertake other activities. They could
just be members of the public wanting to use a public
forest. Otherwise why has the government drafted it as
it has?
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Mr Ramsay interjected.
Mr BARBER — No, Mr Ramsay; it is called a
forest. I visit them all the time. It is only when the
government through this provision draws a magic line
on a map which it does not have to tell me about that I
will have breached the law when I was going for a walk
in the forest.
We know what the bill is about. It is aimed at the
general public, not at protesters. It includes members of
the media, it includes birdwatchers, people who do
wildlife surveys and people who might be trying to
hold Mr Ramsay’s government to account for illegal
activities, and the government has been caught out on a
number of occasions. Environmental groups, using the
judicial system, have found the government to be in
breach of its own laws. That has caused the government
some embarrassment and has resulted in a requirement
that the government make reparations and apologise for
its activities. The government’s minister for logging is
almost as big a wild card as Mr Ramsay and is quite
capable of saying anything. On a number of occasions
he has had to withdraw statements that he has made
about people.
Mr Ramsay interjected.
Mr BARBER — Mr Ramsay should not worry
because the minister is well aware of the matter, but he
wants to avoid any future trouble. He is doing that by
simply excluding people from public forests including
areas that are not in any way being logged but may
simply be entered. It is fully open ended with not even a
requirement that logging may occur within a particular
time. It is no wonder that the government is
embarrassed, because it has been caught out time and
again. Far from this being about illegal activity, this is
about citizens trying to prevent the government from
acting illegally.
Ms Pennicuik is going to have something to say on the
subject of duck hunting. That is the right of every
citizen and responsibility of every citizen. We have
structures in place to stop the government from
breaking the law, from the Parliament to the judiciary,
the participation of citizens and the rest of it. This is a
cover up. It is like Area 51. The government is going to
put all its secret stuff out there where no-one can see it,
and it will be illegal to even go in there and look for it.
Mr Ramsay interjected.
Mr BARBER — I ought to know, Mr Ramsay, I
have been in and around these sorts of protests for long
enough.
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Clause 6 inserts new section 77E, which gives power to
an authorised officer to direct a person to stop or
manoeuvre a vehicle in a manner specified in the
direction. What is that about? If you do not reverse fast
enough or you try to do a three-point turn, an authorised
officer could find you in breach of the law and fine you
20 penalty units. New section 77F provides a direction
to remove a dog. I do not know what that has got to do
with anything. New section 77G makes it an offence to
enter or remain in a timber harvesting safety zone,
which is the same as new section 77D except that there
is no requirement for an authorised officer to give a
direction to leave, so you do not even get a warning.
New section 77H makes it unlawful to possess a
prohibited thing whilst lurking in a forest. Some of the
prohibited things include the sorts of things you would
find in the back of the average ute, like a constructed
metal or timber frame, a heavy chain, a shackle or a
joining clip — scary. Here comes the radical protestor.
He is carrying a chain in the back of his ute in the
forest. Other things are less likely but they could
feasibly be in a ute — for example, cement mix or bolt
cutters. The offence carries 20 penalty units with no
requirement for the person to be given the opportunity
to take the prohibited thing away — just bang, gotcha!
New section 77I is about not allowing a dog to enter the
zone. In new section 77J it is an offence to remove or
destroy a barrier or fence; and new section 77K makes
it an offence to remove or destroy a notice, including to
alter or deface a notice.
Clause 7 inserts new part 8A. If Ms Pennicuik were
under any illusion about this government wanting to get
tough on crime, I can tell her that it is soft on
environmental crime. A diversionary program is
introduced for loggers who have broken the law by
damaging the environment. It is interesting that in his
contribution Mr Lenders said that the numbers in the
former departments of primary industries and
sustainability and environment have been cut, and that
is true. However, when it comes to Mr Lenders’s time
in government we could refer to the October 2012
Auditor-General’s report titled Effectiveness of
Compliance Activities — Departments of Primary
Industry and Sustainability and Environment — and I
will précis it in the interest of giving Ms Pennicuik a
chance to speak. The environmental cop is asleep on
the job. That is a précis of the Auditor-General’s report
covering the period of Mr Lenders’s Labor
government. Recent cuts are another matter,
devastating as they have been to those environmental
departments and to Parks Victoria, and clearly the
problem was there long before this government sent out
the razor gang.
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There is a new provision for the secretary of the
department to enter into a written undertaking with a
person who has undertaken unauthorised logging or is
alleged to have done it. While the undertaking is in
force and not breached or withdrawn, a proceeding may
not be brought for an offence in respect of which the
undertaking was given. The content of the undertaking
could be very broad, and that is in contrast to diversion
programs for drug and alcohol offences. For example,
you could be a logger that bowled over an entire
rainforest gully. At the front of the courthouse the
secretary of the department says, ‘That is all right, pick
up all the papers in the court grounds for half an hour
and then you can go home’.
The penalty for illegal logging in section 45 in the
Sustainable Forests (Timber) Act 2004 is 60 penalty
units, which is the same for protesting against logging,
except protesters also face jail, have travel restrictions
and do not have the opportunity of entering a diversion
program. It is pretty clear what this government’s
priority is. It is to exclude the citizenry from its own
public forests, including random individuals who may
just be out there enjoying the forest. In the process it
will cover up the government’s shoddy record on
obeying existing laws and avoiding the embarrassment
of being constantly caught out and taken to court. It is
nothing at all to do with illegal protests and nothing to
do with climbing onto bulldozers or standing in front of
giant trees, which might have been growing there since
the time of Captain Cook, in an attempt to prevent those
being burnt or woodchipped. It is nothing to do with
any of that.
Those have all been offences for a long time and those
environmental protesters putting themselves forward
are well aware of that; in fact they are willing to break
the laws in the classic style of civil disobedience in
order to oppose a practice — woodchipping in our
native forests — which the vast majority of Victorians
already oppose but which, due to the efforts of the
Liberal and Labor parties working together, has
continued for many decades. This bill does quite the
opposite; it targets people who do not intend to
blockade logging operations. It is designed for the
government to avoid the embarrassment it has
experienced recently when it has been caught out
damaging the environment in breach of the law. To add
injury to insult we are getting a diversion program,
which is open-ended — —
Mr Ramsay interjected.
Mr BARBER — It is clause 7 of the bill,
Mr Ramsay; you can check it out. It is at the complete
and open-ended discretion of the secretary of the
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department who authorised the woodchipping operation
in the first place. It is an absolute disgrace. I hope when
Labor members are out next week protesting against
other laws designed to crack down on various groups,
including trade unionists, that their words turn to dust in
their mouths, knowing that when this bill came forward
they supported the government.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — The
Sustainable Forests (Timber) and Wildlife Amendment
Bill 2013 is one of the most Orwellian-named bills I
have come across in this place. It seems like an
innocuous title — sustainable forests and wildlife
amendment bill — when in fact it is a piece of
legislation that is not only completely unnecessary but
one that will take away the rights of Victorians, as my
colleague Mr Barber enunciated very clearly in his
discussion on part 2 of the bill, which is the amendment
to the Sustainable Forest (Timber) Act 2004, and his
outlining of what that will mean to Victorians, the vast
majority of whom are opposed to logging in our native
forests.
I would like to draw the house’s attention to and make
my contribution on part 3 of the bill, which amends the
Wildlife Act 1975, commencing at clause 17 and going
through to clause 26. One has to question why these
particular clauses are in the bill. I question where they
have come from. If I were a cynic, I would say that
Field and Game Australia probably recommended the
clauses, in particular clauses 20, 21 and 22. Clause 20,
which amends section 58C(1) of the Wildlife Act,
increases the penalty for certain persons to enter on or
remain in a specified hunting area from 10 penalty units
to 60 penalty units — a sixfold increase.
Clause 21 does the same for section 58D of the Wildlife
Act. The offence of approaching a person who is
hunting hitherto attracted a penalty of 10 penalty units;
it will now be 60 penalty units. Clause 22 increases the
penalty by threefold for an offence under section 58E of
the Wildlife Act — hindering or obstructing hunting —
from 20 penalty units to 60 penalty units. Hindering or
obstructing hunting is really about exercising your right
to demonstrate against the hunting of our native
waterbirds, which is also opposed by more than 85 per
cent of Victorians, including those who live in regional
Victoria, not just those who live in the city. These
increases in penalties are completely unnecessary.
In his contribution Mr Ramsay carried on about illegal
protests against the lawful shooting of ducks. From my
point of view there should not be such a thing as lawful
shooting of ducks.
Mrs Coote interjected.
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Ms PENNICUIK — I do not know if she wants me
to use her name, but I see a member opposite indicating
that she may be part of that 85 per cent. Mr Ramsay
went on and on about that. It would not surprise anyone
in this place to know that from my point of view duck
shooting should be ended in Victoria as it is in most
other mainland states. Again, it is totally opposed by
the majority of Victorians. Mr Ramsay went on about
the behaviour of protesters being unlawful et cetera. I
have obviously been present at the opening of the duck
season and at other times, and that is not what I have
seen. In fact the intimidating behaviour has most often
come from the hunters.
Mr Ramsay interjected.
Ms PENNICUIK — If Mr Ramsay were to check
his facts instead of just making things up, speaking in a
loud voice and making much ado about nothing, he
would know that in the last season in fact only two
protesters were fined under section 58 of the act —
entering or remaining in a specified area or approaching
a person who is hunting. However, one hunter was
charged with assault. No protesters have been charged
with assault; one hunter has been. This whole idea
about it being unsafe is completely exaggerated by the
government. On the opening weekend often the hunters
are outnumbered by the Department of Environment
and Primary industries (DEPI) staff and police, so these
are completely unnecessary provisions to include in the
Wildlife Act.
The next unnecessary provision is clause 23, which
inserts new sections 58G, H, I, J, K, and L into the act
to introduce a new banning notice, allowing an
authorised officer or a member of the police who
suspects that a person is committing an offence under
section 58 to give the person a notice banning them
from any or all specified hunting areas for the period
specified in the notice and for the times specified in the
notice, which could be the whole of the season.
New section 58M also introduces exclusion orders that
can be made by a court to exclude a person from a
hunting area specified in the order for the period
specified in the order if the court finds the offender
guilty of a specified offence and is satisfied that the
order may be an effective or reasonable means of
preventing the commission of a further specified
offence.
During my attempts to revoke the new wildlife
regulations I went to great lengths to demonstrate that a
particular regional magistrate was very scathing of the
department’s behaviour and its attitude towards
protesters. That being the case, and given that the
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proposed offences under the Wildlife Act of being in a
hunting area or approaching a hunter are so flimsy, I do
not think the courts would look very kindly on these
new provisions either. They are completely
unnecessary. There have been no occurrences or
offences that would require increases in penalties for
people who want to protest against duck shooting in
Victoria. What there has been, though, is an event that
occurred on the opening weekend of the last duck
shooting season, which was 16 March last year, which
in and of itself should have been enough to end duck
shooting in this state.
I read from a response given to me by the Minister for
Agriculture and Food Security to a question on notice
that I lodged on 21 August 2013 regarding the number
of game and non-game species and protected, rare and
threatened species that were massacred at the Box Flat
Swamp on 16 March 2013. The minister, in his
response to me, said:
561 pink-eared duck, 9 black duck, 136 grey teal, 4 wood
duck, 47 blue-winged shoveler and 3 hardhead comprised the
game species recovered by officers at Box Flat Swamp.

That represents the birds that were shot and left on the
water. That does not include the birds that were taken
away by hunters on that day. But more concerning is
the following statement:
3 blue-billed duck, 104 freckled duck —

which are rare and threatened and easily identifiable by
shooters if they have any knowledge at all of ducks —
31 Eurasian coot, 10 Australian grebes, 4 black swans,
2 whistling kites and 1 Richards pipit comprised the
non-game species recovered by officers at Box Flat Swamp.

Let me repeat that: ‘recovered by officers’, which
means left by the shooters on the water and found later
by the officers.
So the story of that very disturbing event was that
between 100 and 150 duck shooters assembled at that
particular wetland on the evening before the opening of
the duck shooting season, and on the following
morning, within the first hour or two of the duck
shooting season, this had occurred. It took a while for
the minister to actually close the wetland, and that was
only after there was such an outcry. For example,
freckled duck are so rare and threatened that we cannot
afford to lose any of them, but even more disturbing
was that we found out later that the department was
warned prior to the opening of the duck shooting season
that this was going to occur, and it did not close the
wetland or even have a presence at the opening of the
season.
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Mr Barber — Soft on crime.
Ms PENNICUIK — As Mr Barber says, soft on
environmental crime. In a statement from DEPI in
December last year — and I have listened to the
audio — the deputy secretary for regulation and
compliance, Mr Luke Wilson, announced in a very
sombre voice that despite interviewing the landowners
and a great number of the duck shooters there, they
were unable to charge anyone with an offence. Even
though he described the offences as deplorable, not one
person was charged. The minister and the government
go on and on saying, ‘But the duck season is highly
regulated’. Clearly it was not highly regulated in this
instance.
Business interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! The question is:
That the house do now adjourn.

Reg Geary House
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Ageing. The matter I wish to raise relates to the closure
of 30 high-care beds at Reg Geary House in Melton
South, which is now due to close at the end of
February, four months earlier than planned. On
25 October last year Western Health informed staff,
residents and family members of its intentions to close
Reg Geary House. In a fact sheet provided at that
meeting Western Health stated as a reason for the
closure that the facility would ‘soon be unable to meet
the strict accreditation standards of the commonwealth
government’. This reason was repeated by the Minister
for Ageing in a response to my question without notice
on 30 October last year. The minister stated:
… there is obviously a problem with the quality of the fabric
of the facility in the longer haul.

However, in a letter sent by the federal Assistant
Minister for Social Services, Senator Mitch Fifield, to a
concerned family member, the senator made it clear
that the Department of Social Services has no evidence
that Reg Geary House no longer meets the minimum
privacy and space requirements for services constructed
before 1999. The letter also makes it clear that the Aged
Care Standards and Accreditation Agency conducted an
audit of Reg Geary House in May 2013 which resulted
in the service being accredited for three years until
August 2016. It is therefore evident that even the
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federal government believes there is nothing wrong
with the current fabric of the building. It does currently
meet the national standards.
Concerns have also been raised with me by family
members about another claim by Western Health that
Reg Geary House is never full and has no waiting list.
In his response to my question Minister Davis also
referred to the ‘long-term viability of that facility’ as
being a key factor in its closure. I have been advised
that since August 2013 Western Health ceased all
referrals to Reg Geary House. This is of great concern
because it suggests a deliberate attempt by Western
Health to wind down the operation of the nursing home
by withholding all referrals to this facility prior to
informing staff, residents and family members of its
closure on 25 October.
Minister Davis stressed in his reply to me that he was
satisfied that a plan had been put in place to relocate all
the residents. Family members have advised me that
residents have had to find their own new
accommodation. I call on Minister Davis to come clean
and explain to the community in Melton the real
reasons why Reg Geary House is closing in a few
weeks time, which are really about saving money,
particularly in light of Senator Fifield’s comments.

Somerville Road, Yarraville
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Planning on
behalf of the Minister for Roads. We all know that kids
and trucks do not mix. I wholeheartedly support the
community campaign by residents in the inner west and
the Maribyrnong Truck Action Group to extend the
truck curfews to include school crossing times on
Somerville Road. More than 2000 trucks travel
Somerville Road every day. Kingsville Primary School
and St Augustine’s Catholic Primary School are located
on this road, and a number of kindergartens are less
than 100 metres from the road. The huge numbers of
diesel-spewing trucks are impacting the health of our
children and posing significant safety concerns.
During school crossing times every day around
350 children and 250 adults from Kingsville Primary
School cross the path of more than 1200 trucks, a
number of which fail to stop at the red traffic light
signal. Our most vulnerable road users are put in a very
dangerous situation every day at this crossing and in the
vicinity of the school entrance. A safer environment
must be provided and can be provided.
I know a truck curfew during school crossing times will
not happen overnight due to vocal truck industry
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lobbying, but what can happen quickly is the
installation of flashing solar-powered
40-kilometre-per-hour school zone signs. Maribyrnong
City Council has undertaken research and compiled a
proposal for just this initiative. Council’s road safety
around schools strategic risk assessment identified a
number of safety concerns around the Kingsville
Primary School crossing and recommended that
40-kilometre-per-hour flashing signs be installed as a
matter of priority. Council put in an application to
VicRoads to install these lights as a safety measure to
better protect the hundreds of kids that share the road
with the 1200 trucks outside the school. To date
VicRoads has failed to fund these safety-improving
flashing signs.
The action I ask of the minister is that this critical safety
measure, which will better protect the families from
Kingsville Primary School every day, be funded and
installed as a matter of priority. We are talking about
the safety of 350 children and 250 adults who use the
crossing every day. Their safety is worth the cost of
installing 40-kilometre-per-hour solar-powered flashing
signs.

Greaves Road
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
wish to raise two relatively small matters with the
Minister for Roads in relation to obtaining a better flow
of traffic in a couple of locations in the Assembly
electorate of Narre Warren South. Small matters can
often make a significant difference to improving the
flow of traffic, especially at peak times.
One of the issues is the need for a left-hand turning lane
at the Greaves Road and Narre Warren-Cranbourne
Road intersection. Currently this intersection causes
traffic congestion due to vehicles getting stuck behind
other vehicles that are turning right. That is an issue that
could be looked at and fairly minor action could
improve the situation.
The other issue is the need for an arrow for the
right-hand turning lane at the Greaves Road and Clyde
Road intersection in Berwick. I have been advised by a
number of constituents that it is dangerous not to have
one.
My understanding is that the first issue is more critical
than the second, but addressing both would make a
significant improvement to the flow of traffic for those
who live in Narre Warren South and use those routes. I
ask that the minister take the matters up with VicRoads
to see what plans may be afoot to investigate these
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matters, make efforts to fix the issues and improve the
flow of traffic for all those commuters.

Colac Area Health
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Health. It is
in relation to the recent funding cuts by the Napthine
government that have resulted in Colac Area Health
being forced to halve its financial counselling services.
It is known that the Colac community experiences a
higher rate of financial disadvantage than the average
community across the state of Victoria. It has lower
levels of education completion and higher levels of
unemployment.
A recent editorial in the Colac Herald stated that
funding changes at the state government level, which
included different allocations of money across the state,
have resulted in funding cuts that have reduced the
financial counselling service in Colac from 1.5 full-time
equivalent positions to 0.7 full-time equivalent
positions, essentially halving the service. The editorial
said:
… Colac cannot afford to lose the services — financial
disadvantage is rife here and cutting the service that tackles
disadvantage is nonsensical.

The Colac Otway shire mayor, Lyn Russell, who is also
a qualified community health nurse, says that in her
work she has frequently referred people to that service.
I understand the government has indicated that it will
add more phone counselling positions, but this is
simply not an acceptable solution and will not cover the
gaping hole in services caused by the cuts.
Financial problems are extremely serious and have
devastating effects if they are not resolved. These
problems can cause generational disadvantage for
families, leading to all sorts of other significant life
problems. Cutting funding for such a valuable service is
extremely dangerous and irresponsible in a community
that has population pockets that are on a knife’s edge. It
is a decision that risks all sorts of negative outcomes for
a relatively small amount of savings.
As I stated earlier, this cut to Colac Area Health has
come about from a restructure instigated by the
Napthine government, and I can only hope that the cut
to this valuable service is an unintended consequence of
that funding restructure. With this in mind I request that
the minister immediately restore funding to Colac Area
Health’s financial counselling service so that this
important service can continue to assist disadvantaged
families not just in Colac but in surrounding
communities.

Tuesday, 4 February 2014

Sunshine security cameras
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is for the Premier of Victoria, the
Honourable Denis Napthine. In August 2013 I
welcomed the announcement of the then federal Labor
government that it would provide a grant of $300 000
to Brimbank City Council for the purpose of providing
three CCTV cameras for Clarke Street, Sunshine. This
was met with widespread support from local families
and businesses, helping to address concerns over
growing intoxication and drug use in the area.
In 2012–13 the local government area of Brimbank
experienced an 8.8 per cent increase in the total number
of offences recorded according to Victoria Police
statistics. However, the $300 000 that was allocated in
the 2013–14 federal budget has been put under review
by the Abbott coalition government. It seems that the
sledgehammer that Mr Abbott, the Prime Minister, and
Mr Hockey, the federal Treasurer, are currently wildly
swinging about is intended to axe this much-needed
investment in the security of Sunshine businesses and
families. Careless economic and social vandalism is the
order of the day when it comes to our failing federal
government.
I call on the Premier to demand that the Abbott federal
government not axe the funding for CCTV cameras in
Sunshine. I further call on the Premier to ensure that his
government provides the $300 000 grant to Brimbank
council to fund the CCTV cameras in question if the
Abbott government axes the grant.

Albert Park development
Mrs COOTE (Southern Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Environment
and Climate Change, Ryan Smith. I remind the
chamber that in the 1990s one of the most innovative
things Jeff Kennett did was amalgamate all the small
sporting clubs at Albert Park. At that stage there were
hundreds of them, and each one had its own set of
accountants, lawyers and gentlemen’s agreements. It
was a difficult and inflexible program of usage. It was
hit and miss. Some of the organisations did a good job
and maintained the areas they played in; others did not.
However, Jeff Kennett amalgamated these groups and
put proper pavilions throughout the Albert Park reserve.
There is a range of pavilions that are coordinated and
work extremely well. In Albert Park on a weekend you
will see an extraordinary number of people. There is
Auskick and netball. The park is used extensively.
There are joggers and runners. Many members have
probably walked around Albert Park Lake in support of
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various good causes, like MS Australia and a number of
others.

Ageing, David Davis, on bed closures. I will have him
respond to her directly on that matter.

One of the things the Kennett government did was get
better usage of Albert Park. It put in a golf driving
range, which has been very successful. There is also a
golf course on the other side of Albert Park, and it is
used by many urban people within the vicinity and the
Albert Park electorate. It is a beautiful green space used
by many Victorians on different occasions. It is a
special part of the heart of the city.

Ms Hartland raised a matter for the Minister for Roads,
Terry Mulder, in relation to truck curfews on
Somerville Road, Yarraville. I will seek a written reply
for her.

Therefore, I was particularly perplexed recently when a
brochure was circulated by the member for Albert Park
in the Assembly, putting out a great deal of
misinformation. He asserted that there is a Chinese
company that will build high-rise developments and a
range of things on this land. The most perplexing thing
for me is that no-one, other than the member for Albert
Park, seems to know about this. No-one knows who
these Chinese people are, and nobody knows what they
will apparently build. No-one has any idea. I have
spoken to the council; it has no idea. I have spoken to
local residents; they have no idea. We have spoken to
the operators of the golf organisation; they do not know
either. It is some whim of the member for Albert Park.
I would like the minister to clarify for me, so that I can
explain it to my constituents, exactly what the Napthine
government’s point is, which I understand to be that
there will be no development in Albert Park at any
stage under a coalition government. I believe this is
scurrilous scaremongering, and it needs to be stopped at
all costs. I ask the minister to clarify this position for
me.

SPC Ardmona
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
I raise a matter for the attention of the Minister for
Manufacturing concerning SPC Ardmona. Last Friday,
shortly after the unfortunate decision by the Abbott
government to refuse to assist the company, Premier
Napthine was quoted as saying that he has a plan B in
place or that he is working on a plan B. What he said to
the people of Shepparton, the workers of Shepparton
and the company is, ‘Don’t worry. I’m not going to
give you $25 million, the Abbott government is not
going to give you $25 million, but I have got a plan B
for you’. In the interests of transparency I ask Minister
Hodgett to explain to us, or to me, what that plan B is.

Responses
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) —
Ms Mikakos raised a matter for the Minister for

Mrs Peulich raised a matter for the Minister for Roads,
Terry Mulder, regarding traffic issues in Narre Warren
South. I will have him reply directly to her.
Ms Tierney raised a matter for the Minister for Health,
David Davis, around Colac Area Health issues. I will
seek a written reply for her.
Mr Melhem raised an issue for the Premier in relation
to Brimbank CCTV grants. I understand that should be
a matter raised for the Minister for Crime Prevention,
not the Premier. The grant was a couple of hundred
thousand dollars to the City of Brimbank. I will pass
that on to the Minister for Crime Prevention because I
think that is probably the best place for it to get a proper
reply for Mr Melhem.
Mrs Coote raised a matter for the Minister for
Environment and Climate Change, Ryan Smith,
regarding Albert Park land sales, which is a false
campaign being run by some. I will have that addressed
for her.
Mr Somyurek raised a matter for the Minister for
Manufacturing, David Hodgett, in relation to SPC
Ardmona. I will have him reply directly to
Mr Somyurek.
I have written responses to adjournment matters raised
by Mr Lenders on 20 June 2012, Ms Hartland on
6 February 2013, Ms Tierney on 18 September 2013,
Mrs Coote on 29 October 2013, Ms Darveniza and
Ms Mikakos on 30 October 2013, Mr Ondarchie and
Mr Scheffer on 31 October 2013, Ms Hartland and
Mr Melhem on 12 November 2013, Mr Ramsay and
Ms Tierney on 14 November 2013, Ms Broad and
Mr Finn on 26 November 2013, Ms Darveniza on
27 November 2013, Mr O’Brien on 28 November
2013, Mrs Coote and Mr Lenders on 10 December
2013 and Ms Tierney and Mr Tee on 12 December
2013. They are written responses to adjournment
matters.
The PRESIDENT — Order! The house stands
adjourned.
House adjourned 10.18 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. N. Atkinson) took the
chair at 9.34 a.m. and read the prayer.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I inform the house that
I have been advised that the Economy and
Infrastructure Legislation Committee and the Legal and
Social Issues Legislation Committee will be meeting
this day following the conclusion of the sitting of the
Council. I also remind members that later in the day
there will be a joint sitting of the two houses to approve
the nominee of the Liberal Party for the vacancy for
Eastern Victoria Region.

PETITIONS
Following petition presented to house:

Mernda secondary school
To the Legislative Council of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Council the need for the
construction of a secondary school in Mernda to service the
existing residents and accommodate the growth of the
population. The school site has been available for a number of
years and the surrounding infrastructure is complete. It is in a
central location which provides access to most residents by
internal roads, bike and footpaths.
The petitioners therefore request that allowance be made in
the budget of 2013–14 to begin construction of the school at
the earliest possible date on the existing site at Breadalbane
Avenue, Mernda, Victoria, 3754.

By Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan)
(762 signatures).
Laid on table.

RURAL AND REGIONAL COMMITTEE
Opportunities for people to use telecommuting
and e-business to work remotely in rural and
regional Victoria
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) presented report,
including appendices, together with summary
booklet and transcripts of evidence.
Laid on table.
Ordered that report and summary booklet be
printed.
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — I move:
That the Council take note of the report.
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In doing so I would like to speak briefly to the report.
Firstly, I thank the other members of the committee.
Paul Weller, the member for Rodney in the Assembly,
did an enormous amount of work and a fantastic job in
chairing the committee. We also had Andrew Katos,
the member for South Barwon in the Assembly, from
the coalition, and Ian Trezise and Geoff Howard, the
members for Geelong and Ballarat East in the
Assembly, from Labor on this inquiry.
The ability for businesses and government departments
to work effectively in this telecommuting era is on the
rise at the moment. Many governments have some very
weak models that they aspire to; however, it is an area
that is yet to really be grabbed by the horns by any rural
business or any government department. It is an area
where we can certainly all improve. State, federal and
local governments could move much more quickly into
this area, and we could encourage more of our people to
effectively do their work from home and look at the
benefits associated with that. There are many benefits
to getting people to do their work from home, such as
fewer car parking needs, less traffic on the roads in the
mornings and greater involvement for workers in their
communities. People will have the ability to look after
their families as well as getting their work done. There
is the ability to have flexible working hours, and even
to do a few hours late in the evening or get up early and
do a few hours of work. If the job simply demands that
you churn through the work at your convenience, it
does not really matter where it is that you do that work.
Some communities have benefited from this area more
than others, and it is thought that when the national
broadband network (NBN) is rolled out it will offer the
ability for many businesses to engage in this type of
telecommuting, having people working remotely from
the hub of the business. People can work from home or,
using a hybrid model, people will be able to effectively
work from hot spots around the state. We currently
have a few of those business hubs operating in
Melbourne. One of the recommendations of the report
is that the government look at the formation and
introduction of hot spots and working hubs. A
government department could be the anchor tenant,
bringing in individuals, businesses and people who
have the ability to work from home in their respective
areas but who simply need that little bit of interaction
with other people and the ability to network with other
companies and sectors related to their business. That
would certainly benefit them, as opposed to simply
working at home by themselves all day, every day. A
range of opportunities exist for this government to look
into the recommendations of the report. Certainly once
the NBN comes through we will have the ability to
grow even greater opportunities in the regions.
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Whilst on the topic of the potential NBN rollout and
how much better it is going to be in those times, I note
one thing that became abundantly clear is that many of
our communities are really struggling right now with a
lack of mobile coverage. Here we are looking at how
we are going to operate telecommuting businesses into
the future and how great it is going to be when we get
the NBN rollout, but we have stepped ahead of
ourselves a little bit, because we have totally forgotten
about the literally thousands of businesses in Victoria
which are struggling at the minute to reach their
capacity because they do not even have proper mobile
phone coverage. We have really dropped the ball on
this one. We currently have a commitment by the
Abbott federal government to invest $100 million in
this particular area. It is something we need to address,
and hopefully we will be able to address it.
It is interesting that of all the different sectors that are
moving into this area of telecommuting, education is
possibly the sector that is leading the way.
Hon. P. R. Hall — There is $5 million in
technology and other learning centres.
Mr DRUM — As we find with what the
government is doing in relation to the virtual learning
centres and technology learning centres around the state
with that $5 million investment, the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development is
certainly a leading one. We could all take a good leaf
out of its book.
Motion agreed to.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Auditor-General’s Reports on —
Managing Emergency Services Volunteers, February
2014.
Oversight and Accountability of Committees of
Management, February 2014.
Ombudsman — Report on Investigation into a complaint
about the conduct of Authorised Officers on V/Line, February
2014.
Victorian Electoral Commission — Report to Parliament on
the Lyndhurst District by-election held on 27 April 2013.

NOTICES OF MOTION
Notice of motion given.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS having given notice of motion:
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Mr Lenders — On a point of order, President, while
I completely agree with the sentiment of Mr David
Davis and have no objection to Mr Ronalds giving an
inaugural speech on Thursday, it is unusual that we are
presuming that the joint sitting will make that decision.
I am not being pedantic. I am not objecting to the
prospect of the new member, whoever he or she may
be, giving an inaugural speech on Thursday, but it is
unusual that we have a motion in this house that
pre-empts the joint sitting. If Mr Davis were to rephrase
that, I would be very comfortable with it, or I could
even suggest that it be amended to ‘whoever is selected
this evening give an inaugural speech tomorrow’, but I
am uncomfortable with a person being named.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I concur with the
Leader of the Opposition. As a matter of process it is
inappropriate to name the person, pre-empting the joint
sitting. It needs some other form of words, which might
be ‘The Legislative Council, presuming the
endorsement by the joint sitting of Mr Ronalds, allow
for his inaugural speech to be made forthwith’ or
something to that effect. It is a matter of tidy process.
Hon. D. M. Davis — On the point of order,
President, as you understand, we are merely servants of
the Parliament and often follow advice, as on this
occasion. I make the point that this is the precise
process that was followed with Mrs Millar. I put that
point, but I do not mind which way it is framed. It
might read, ‘That the inaugural speech of the person
endorsed be heard’. I am relaxed with that, but it is a
deviation from the practice on the last occasion.
The PRESIDENT — Order! As Mr Lenders said in
highlighting this issue, it is important from a process
point of view to not pre-empt the decision of the joint
sitting. I accept that was the advice Mr Davis was
given, and in fact the motion was prepared for him on
his request, but as a matter of being tidy I think that is
the more appropriate way to go. The change to the
wording will mean that whoever is appointed by the
joint sitting of the two houses will make their maiden
speech forthwith.
Hon. D. M. Davis — Now.
The PRESIDENT — Now, so the motion will be
that the inaugural speech of the person appointed by
that joint sitting be now heard.
Further notices of motion given.
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Standing and sessional orders
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — By
leave, I move:
That the standing and sessional orders be suspended to the
extent necessary to enable the following business to be
transacted this day —
(1) messages;
(2) formal business;
(3) members statements (up to 15 members);
(4) general business;
(5) at 12 noon questions without notice;
(6) answers to questions on notice;
(7) general business (continues);
(8) at 4.30 p.m. statements on reports and papers; and
(9) at 5.30 p.m. adjournment (up to 20 members).

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Pride March
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — On
Sunday, 2 February, I attended the 19th annual Pride
March in St Kilda, as did several other members of this
Parliament. I first participated in Pride in 1998 and have
marched with the Greens every year. This year I was
very proud to be asked to march with Australian
Marriage Equality, along with the member for Altona
in the other place, Jill Hennessy, and former Liberal
candidate Kevin Ekhendahl, at the top of the march —
right behind dykes on bikes and Victoria Police led by
the chief commissioner, Ken Lay.
Marriage equality was the theme of this year’s Pride
March. The convener of Australian Marriage Equality,
Tim Peppard, said in a media release that:
By marching with representatives from all three parties we
want to emphasise that marriage equality can only be
achieved with cross-party cooperation.
Marriage equality is an issue which should unite people
across the political spectrum …

Greens Senator Sarah Hanson-Young has reintroduced
her marriage equality bill at the federal level and now
that the cross-party working group is up and running, it
is for Prime Minister Tony Abbott, to allow a
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conscience vote on marriage equality in the federal
Parliament so that Australia can catch up with the
United Kingdom, New Zealand, Canada and 14 other
countries.
After marching with Australian Marriage Equality, I
doubled back to march again with the Greens
contingent, which included Senator-elect Janet Rice;
Legislative Assembly candidates, including the
candidate for Melbourne, Ellen Sandell and the
candidate for Richmond, Kathleen Maltzhan; the mayor
of Glen Eira, Cr Neil Pilling; Cr Rohan Leppert of the
City of Melbourne; Cr Sam Hibbins of the City of
Stonnington; Greens co-convener Dinesh Mathew; and
many Greens members and supporters. Congratulations
to the organisers of the Pride March which gets bigger
and better every year, to the City of Port Phillip and to
everyone who participated in the march or lined Fitzroy
Street in support.

Ambulance officers
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — On Friday,
17 January, a number of things were occurring
simultaneously. Hundreds of firefighters battled a
52 000-hectare fire in the Grampians; the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services and the Minister for
Sport and Recreation, who is the member for Lowan in
the Assembly, attended the Australian Open Tennis
Championships; residents in Halls Gap were evacuated
in the first-ever evacuation recommendation issued by
the Country Fire Authority; and paramedics in
Horsham and Stawell waited by the phone.
The usual practice in fire incidents where breathing
apparatus is used is that paramedics are available to
support firefighters. Monitoring is required as part of
the appropriate preparation for firefighters needing to
wear breathing apparatus to support the work they are
doing. Instead, ambulance community officers were run
on full shifts. Ordinarily, they complement a paramedic
response to serious fire events.
I can only assume that this change has come about
because of the government’s dispute with Victoria’s
ambulance workforce. It sets Victoria on a dangerous
path, putting at risk the safety of firefighters which in
turn puts at risk the safety of communities facing an
oncoming fire.
Hon. D. M. Davis interjected.
Ms PULFORD — The Minister for Health knows
well that it is his responsibility to resolve this dispute
and restore confidence in Victoria’s ambulance service.
That is important in so many different instances but it is
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particularly important on occasions when communities
are facing the threat of fire.

Kindergartens
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — I take this chance to
congratulate the more than 70 000 Victorian
four-year-olds who have made the exciting step into
kindergarten in the past week. This is a time of
discovery and new friendships that children will
remember for a lifetime. The importance of this
foundation year of education cannot be underestimated.
I am proud to say that Victoria has an outstanding
kindergarten participation rate of 98.2 per cent, which
shows just how valued our high-quality programs are. I
wish our youngest students well as they develop the
skills they need to go on and thrive during their
schooling years.

Numurkah Preschool
Hon. W. A. LOVELL — I was thrilled to recently
take part in the groundbreaking ceremony for the
refurbishment of the Numurkah Preschool, along with
my colleague the member for Murray Valley in the
other place, Tim McCurdy. The Victorian coalition
government contributed $300 000 to this $381 000
project. The redevelopment will boost the number of
four-year-old places from 46 to 58, and increase access
for children with a disability. I look forward to
returning to see the completed Numurkah Preschool,
which will serve the community for generations to
come.

Knight Street Children’s Centre
Hon. W. A. LOVELL — I thank my colleague
Amanda Millar, who is also a member for Northern
Victoria Region, for recently conducting the official
opening of the upgraded Knight Street preschool and
child-care centre. The coalition government allocated
$205 000 towards the conversion of one room into two
individual rooms, each with toilets and storage.
Importantly, the refurbishment increases the number of
four-year-old places from 15 to 44. This is one of
hundreds of early childhood services across the state to
benefit from a record $106 million in capital grants
funding since December 2010.

SPC Ardmona
Ms BROAD (Northern Victoria) — Today I add my
voice, as a Labor member for Northern Victoria
Region, to the voices of those who are willing to speak
out and act in support of the Shepparton and Goulburn
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Valley community in the wake of the federal
government’s refusal to invest in SPC Ardmona. The
Abbott Liberal-Nationals government’s decision to
refuse to intervene has heralded a new era of so-called
individual responsibility where communities are on
their own, where there is no role for government and
where past investment by governments, business and
communities is tossed on the scrap heap. Across rural
and regional Victoria those attitudes coming from
Liberal-Nationals governments are frighteningly
familiar.
This morning on ABC we heard The Nationals member
for Shepparton in the Assembly, Mrs Powell, refusing
to make any commitment to action by the Napthine
Liberal-Nationals government, unless you count talking
and meeting as action.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms BROAD — I am not aware of any commitment
to action coming from The Nationals member for
Northern Victoria Region, Mr Drum. The communities
of Shepparton and the Goulburn Valley are not taking
this lying down. SPC Ardmona has a substantial
commitment to invest on the table and Victorian Labor
has committed to invest.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms BROAD — There are many strong voices in
support of investment including the Shepparton News;
the mayor of Greater Shepparton City Council, Jenny
Houlihan; the committee for Greater Shepparton; and
even the federal Liberal member for Murray, Sharman
Stone, in contrast with her state Liberal counterparts.
The big question is, where are The Nationals?
The PRESIDENT — Order! I allowed Ms Broad to
go over time because she was harangued by a number
of interjections, including from Mr Leane right in front
of her. It is not helpful to a member when someone
from their own party, directly in front of them, is
talking, yelling or participating in a debate, beyond the
contribution of the member.

Bangerang community
Mrs MILLAR (Northern Victoria) — I am pleased
to rise today to speak on the recent very important
announcement for the Bangerang community in
Benalla made by Jeanette Powell as Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs. I was very pleased to join the
minister for this significant announcement, together
with my colleagues from the other place the member
for Benalla, Bill Sykes, and the member for Murray
Valley, Tim McCurdy. The minister announced a grant
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of $5000 to assist the Bangerang community to prepare
a further application to become a registered Aboriginal
party for northern Victoria, following the rejection of an
earlier application in 2007. The grant will assist
Bangerang people to work with experts to gather
evidence of significant cultural areas across northern
Victoria. It was a day of great emotion and significance,
and it was a great privilege to share and celebrate this
day with the Bangerang elders, including Uncle Sandy
Atkinson, Uncle Wally and Uncle Freddie and the other
Bangerang community members present, which
comprised representatives of four generations.
Most special was to have the beautiful children from
this community present and to appreciate the
significance of this day to their future lives as leaders of
their community and in this state. It was also great to
see senior members of the Benalla historical society
present to support the community, taking photos and
writing down details to help further build the case.
Many people have worked for this for a long time, and
here I note the contribution of my colleague the
Honourable Wendy Lovell. To her great
disappointment she was unable to be there at the
announcement, but many of the community members
spoke to me that day of her longstanding commitment
to this community. Many committee members shared
their photos, histories and memories with me, and it
was deeply moving. The day will be remembered for a
long time; $5000 is not a great deal of money in relative
terms, but it was a hugely important day in recognition
of the significant and long-term contribution to the
Bangerang people.

Rural City of Wangaratta
Ms DARVENIZA (Northern Victoria) — I wish to
take this opportunity to congratulate Wangaratta on
being named the Tidy Town of the Year at the 2013
Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria Tidy Towns —
Sustainable Communities Awards ceremony that was
held in October. Wangaratta won the title of Tidy Town
of the Year because of the efforts of the Wangaratta
Community Pride Committee and over 90 volunteer
community groups to protect and enhance the local
environment. In April Wangaratta will represent
Victoria at the national Keep Australia Beautiful Tidy
Towns awards at Victor Harbor, South Australia, and I
am sure all in this chamber will join me in wishing
Wangaratta good luck in representing Victoria at these
national awards.
I also take this opportunity to suggest to members that
they take the turnoff to Wangaratta when they are
travelling down the Hume Highway and have a look at
the town. It is indeed not only a tidy town but also a
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very beautiful town. There has been a lot of work done
to the town centre since the bypass was built many
years ago. It is a great place to stop to have a look at the
river and enjoy the many cafes and shops that
Wangaratta has to offer. I wish the community of
Wangaratta well at the awards ceremony in April.

Leopold Community Hub
Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — I was pleased to
represent Deputy Premier Peter Ryan on 21 January to
announce a further investment of $500 000 to complete
stage 1 of the Leopold Community Hub. The additional
funding, provided through the $1 billion Regional
Growth Fund, makes a total investment of $2 million
by the coalition government for this important
community hub.
This latest funding follows a $1.5 million investment
announced by the Minister for Children and Early
Childhood Development, Wendy Lovell, in 2012. The
$8.9 million Leopold Community Hub stage 1 will see
the construction of a multifunction community meeting
place with a kitchen, outdoor space and other facilities.
The hub will be built next to the primary school on
Kensington Road and will form part of a larger
community facility to provide integrated services for
families with young children. It will also pave the way
for stage 2 of the project, which includes the
development of a lifelong learning facility and youth
space to complement the community space and
integrated children’s centre. Completing the Leopold
Community Hub stage 1 project is expected to boost
the local economy by more than $20 million and create
24 direct and 39 indirect jobs.
In addition to the coalition government’s $2 million
investment, the City of Greater Geelong is providing
the land and an additional $5.7 million. The
commonwealth government has provided $500 000,
and a further $755 000 has come from the project’s
developer. I look forward to the completion of the
Leopold Community Hub project in early 2015.

Western Hospital
Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — I have raised
my concerns over the state of the Western Hospital in
this house before, particularly over the ramping of
ambulances, which delays patients from getting
medical treatment and jeopardises their health.
However, it appears my concerns have been ignored by
the Minister for Health because the situation at Western
Hospital has worsened.
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I was not surprised to read recent statistics about the
ever-expanding waiting times at Sunshine Hospital and
the Footscray hospital. As of 30 September, the
Footscray hospital had a staggering 2060 people on the
waiting list for elective surgery, an increase from the
year before of 825. Not only has the number of people
needing surgery in the west increased but the waiting
times have also increased significantly: 47 days for
general elective surgery, including stomach and gall
bladder procedures; 86 days for orthopaedic patients;
84 days for ear, nose and throat surgery patients; and
54 days for neurosurgery patients. These escalating
waiting lists are threatening the health of those living in
the west — a relatively minor procedure can potentially
turn into a more sinister and serious concern requiring
emergency surgery.
The people living in my electorate deserve the same
access as any other Victorian, particularly those living
on the opposite side of the Yarra, yet I am afraid the
number of people requiring medical treatment is
increasing, and the government is yet to implement a
plan or even make a commitment to ensure the
improvement of health in Western Metropolitan
Region.

Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy
Union
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) —
During the Christmas break I was explaining to a young
Victorian about politics in Victoria, and I talked about
Labor, Liberal and the Greens. They asked me how to
spell Labor. I gave them the correct spelling, but
perhaps I should have said ‘C-F-M-E-U’, because the
love that Daniel Andrews, the Leader of the Opposition
and member for Mulgrave in the other place, has for the
militant Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy
Union (CFMEU) may well explain the construction
union division’s donation of $136 000 to Victorian
Labor over the past year. The CFMEU has serious
allegations of corruption and intimidation against it,
some of them proven by the sudden resignations of
union organisers, and the union is in contempt of the
Victorian Supreme Court for failing to pay millions of
dollars in fines.
The CFMEU is being sued for millions by construction
giant Grocon after violent clashes at the Melbourne
Emporium site in 2012. I call on Daniel Andrews to
sever ties with the CFMEU. It is full of corruption, it is
linked with organised crime, and Daniel Andrews has
become a puppet of the CFMEU, so much so that at the
Labor state conference, the guest speaker was state
secretary John Setka — —
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Mr Leane — On a point of order, President, the
member has made an accusation against a current
member of the other place, and if he wants to do that he
should do so by substantive motion.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Thank you, Mr Leane.
I am at somewhat of a loss to understand where the
accusation was in the material presented by
Mr Ondarchie. I know he referred to the Leader of the
Opposition in another place, and referred to an
association with the union that is the subject of
Mr Ondarchie’s contribution, but is it the term ‘puppet’
that Mr Leane is referring to?
Mr Leane — Yes.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I think, frankly, that is
a little precious, so on this occasion I think it qualifies
as robust debate. It is not a substantive accusation that
would require a motion.
Mr Leane — It is try-hard, moronic sort of stuff.
The PRESIDENT — Order! On this occasion I will
not accept the point of order.
Mr ONDARCHIE — The CFMEU influenced
Labor policy, it is driving decisions in the Labor party,
and the best way for Daniel Andrews to deal with this is
to cut all ties with the CFMEU and give back the
money.

Cycling Australia Road National
Championships
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — Over the
summer break Buninyong played host to the Cycling
Australia Road National Championships, which saw an
exciting finish between Simon Gerrans and Cadel
Evans, and confirmed Ballarat as the premier host for
cycling competitions. This week I will be representing
the Minister for Sport and Recreation as the Jayco
Herald Sun tour comes through on its Ballarat leg. The
Napthine government confirmed its commitment to
cycling in Ballarat with a $15 000 grant for more cycle
hoops in the CBD, and I also strongly support Cycling
Australia’s campaign ‘A Metre Matters’, to provide
greater safety for cyclists who share the carriageway
with motorised vehicles.

Ballarat Base Hospital
Mr RAMSAY — The first sod was turned by the
Premier and Minister for Health at the Ballarat hospital
for a helipad and car park as part of the $46.4 million
hospital upgrade, and I congratulate those representing
the community on the Ballarat hospital working
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group — Carol Simmonds and James Kerr — for their
passion and advocacy to pursue this important election
commitment.
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Volunteer of the Year was Jenny Kennedy for her years
of community service in Diamond Creek and
Hurstbridge. The Community Group of the Year was
Diamond Creek men’s shed.

Ballarat railway station
Mr RAMSAY — While the Premier was in town he
announced a $1.25 million restoration grant for the
Ballarat railway station as part of a community master
plan for the precinct, and I congratulate the Ballarat
community for their participation and interest in
improving the iconic precinct.

Lake Wendouree
Mr RAMSAY — I had great pleasure in
announcing a $60 000 grant to upgrade the Olympic
rings precinct, which was built in recognition of
Ballarat hosting the rowing at the 1956 Olympics. It
was a pleasure to stand alongside four-time Olympian
Ray Borner. The Napthine government will continue to
invest in the Lake Wendouree precinct, which attracts a
million visitors a year, and will host the Australian
Masters Rowing Championships in October.

Asian Cup
Mr RAMSAY — Ballarat is in the running to host
the training camps for countries participating in the
Asian Cup soccer tournament, but the Ballarat City
Council will have to get busy and get behind the push
to prepare the soccer facilities at Morshead Park, as the
Surf Coast Shire is working hard to have Torquay as a
potential training site.

Australia Day
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — On
Australia Day in Eltham we saw a fitting celebration
conducted by the Nillumbik Shire Council. First we
observed the flag-raising ceremony for both the
Australian flag and the flag of our Aboriginal peoples,
with a didgeridoo accompaniment by Uncle Jowi, an
Aboriginal elder from Western Australia. We also
welcomed 47 new citizens to the great Australian
family.
A most worthy and inspiring Citizen of the Year was
Amanda Gibson, the driving force behind the Tree
Project, which is an artistic collaboration by
blacksmiths from around the world who have crafted
over 3000 leaves, steel twigs, branches and a 6.5 metre
trunk. The tree will now form a hauntingly beautiful
and lasting memorial for Strathewen, a place where
lives were lost and a community was almost destroyed
during the 2009 Black Saturday bushfires.

My heartiest congratulations go out to Joy Ferguson of
Eltham North on her work on community projects such
as the L2P program to assist young people who would
not otherwise have the guidance and support to accrue
their 120 hours of driving practice. An early contributor
to the Rotary Club of Greensborough, Joy has forged an
important relationship between the Diamond Valley
Learning Centre and her rotary club, which now sees
young people from disadvantaged backgrounds
receiving financial assistance and mentoring.

Western suburbs
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I am very
proud to be a Liberal in the west of Melbourne. I am
proud to be delivering for the people of Melbourne’s
west in a way that Labor never did. I am proud to
welcome Premier Napthine and a constant stream of
cabinet ministers as they visit the west to hear and see
firsthand the issues that we face. I am proud to be a
member of a government that takes the western suburbs
seriously — unlike Labor, which even in opposition
still neglects the west.
I invite members to visit the new Sunshine railway
station, which I recently did with the Premier and the
Minister for Public Transport. The project is part of the
extraordinarily exciting regional rail link and one of the
benefits that the Napthine government is bringing to
Melbourne’s west. Until recently this station was one of
the most dangerous places in the state, but Sunshine
now has a bright, safe, user-friendly railway station. I
say that not just because the new colour scheme is
yellow and black, although that did catch my eye.
The Napthine government is winning for the west. My
colleague Andrew Elsbury and I are very proud to be
part of a government that is doing the sorts of things for
the western suburbs that should have been done a long
time ago but were neglected by Labor governments.

MINISTER FOR HEALTH
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
President, I thank you for the opportunity to speak on
behalf of the Labor Party, the Parliament of Victoria
and the people of Victoria. I move:
That this house expresses no confidence in the ability of the
Minister for Health, Mr David Davis, MP, to acquit his
responsibilities to manage and improve health services in
Victoria and notes that despite the election promises made by
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Mr Davis on behalf of the coalition to improve Victorian
health services, the community has witnessed the following
deterioration in health care —
(1) 10 000 more Victorians are on the surgery waiting list
than when the government came to office;
(2) there were 4157 fewer surgeries performed in 2012–13
than had been performed in 2010–11;
(3) statewide response times for ambulance code 1
emergency callouts have worsened in each year of this
government;
(4) the most recent evidence shows that adult cardiac
survival rates have worsened;
(5) ambulance ramping at hospitals delaying patient
transfers into emergency departments rose to 13 178 per
month in 2012–13;
(6) during 2012–13, 29 per cent of Victorian patients were
not treated within required times in emergency
departments with one in three patients staying longer
than 4 hours and more than 2000 people staying longer
than 24 hours; and
(7) as highlighted in a recent survey by nurses into available
beds, which corroborates national reports by the
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, the number
of Victorian hospital beds has gone down.

It is with a heavy heart that I move this motion and
speak to it. I will call on facts embedded within the
motion that can be corroborated by data available
primarily in sources provided by the Victorian
government and that demonstrate that our citizens are
suffering at the hands of a hospital system and
ambulance service that continue to be in crisis,
notwithstanding the significant promises made by the
coalition in coming to government and particularly the
personal commitments made on behalf of the coalition
parties by the then spokesman for health, David Davis,
who is now the Minister for Health.
Those promises, most disappointingly and distressingly
for Victorians, have not been delivered. Those promises
gave some sense of optimism to the Victorian
community that the health system would get additional
resources at an escalating rate. It was going to receive
additional support from the incoming coalition
government that would improve the outcomes of our
hospital system, but the opposite has occurred. The
facts clearly demonstrate that the rate of growth in
hospital expenditure has deteriorated from what was
inherited by this government, and it has deteriorated
ever since. The performance of the hospital system
continues to deteriorate by virtually every significant
measure, and the community is suffering.
There is potential within today’s debate for the
Parliament and politicians to lose sight of the pain and
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suffering of members of our community. I will
contribute to this debate many budgetary and statistical
facts about the overall performance of the hospital
system, but I want to pause for a minute to remind all
members and anybody who notes today’s debate that
we are talking about the wellbeing of Victorian
citizens — families, communities and individuals —
and their pain and suffering. We should never lose sight
of the burden being borne by patients in Victoria, where
the system is failing. I want us to continually remind
ourselves of the unfortunate circumstances of
individual citizens across the state. They are at the heart
of my concern, the Labor Party’s concern and the
concern shared by the community across Victoria. We
want that pain and suffering to end and our health
services to rise up and meet the needs of the citizens of
the state, who are currently being let down by the
hospital system.
In terms of personalising this issue, at one level I am
distressed to move a motion such as the one before the
chamber today. It is quite personal. I am drawing
attention to the failures of the Victorian health minister
and his inability to deliver on his promises and to
deliver a system that is growing in accordance with
community expectation and demand and the needs of
citizens. The system is falling further and further
behind. It is a system in which conflict prevails in the
workplace of Victorian hospitals and the ambulance
service. To this very day it is a system that is in crisis,
and the health minister perpetuates that crisis through
his interventions by creating conflict and refusing to
accept responsibility for better outcomes across the
system. His standard method, which I am sure will be
replicated by members of the government benches who
rise to support him today, is to distract and confuse the
facts of the system that the minister inherited and the
budget settings that the minister has delivered during
the term of this government. But it is inescapable that
the underlying structure of the budget and the growth in
the hospital system that was developed by Labor during
our term in office has been reversed by this
government. Those facts are unassailable, and I will
outline for the house in my introductory comments why
that is the case.
On behalf of the Labor Party and of the community, we
say that the health minister has failed to enable the
system to deliver on a number of key indicators. Code 1
ambulance response times have worsened. Our
community is suffering because performance targets for
semi-urgent and non-urgent elective surgery patient
treatment times are not being met across the system.
There is a failure in emergency department treatment
times. Ambulance transfer times into emergency
departments continue to be a failure. Very significantly,
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the transfer of mental health patients to a bed within a
required time is another measure on which this
government has failed. We take the opportunity to
remind the government and the community that the
government has comprehensively failed to deliver on its
promise to increase the number of hospital beds that are
available to our citizens within the hospital system. On
every one of these measures, every single one, there has
been a pathetic performance by this minister, a pathetic
performance by the government and a pathetic delivery
of quality of care in our state. On every measure there is
a complete failure — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr JENNINGS — Regardless of the tawdry
interjections that may come from the other side, the
measure — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr JENNINGS — I did not use the word ‘grubby’,
Mr Finn. I have not used the word ‘grubby’ once in my
contribution until now.
I draw attention to the fact that I do not need to drop
into hyperbole; I am sticking with the facts. That is
something that this government and this minister want
to deny — the facts. There will not be many facts in the
contributions we hear from government members
today. There will not be much reference to budget
papers or targets or hospital performance details. There
will not be many contributions that go in-depth on any
of those, because the truth hurts. It is clear that the truth
hurts because when I scope out my presentation I see I
am generating some degree of agitation from
government benches. The truth will hurt, just as the
truth hurts Victorian citizens, because this government
has failed.
One of the first myths that we need to address in this
debate, and one of the myths that I anticipate will be
perpetuated by government members, is what was
inherited within the hospital system when this
government came to office. The health minister
continues to perpetuate myths and to deny
responsibility for the hospital system that he inherited.
But what is the truth about the hospital system that this
minister inherited? The truth is that during the period
1999–2010 there was a 153 per cent growth in
expenditure in our hospital system by the Labor
administration. The fact is that during that period in
office we employed an additional 10 944 nurses from
the situation that we inherited from the Kennett
government, and added 3549 doctors to the system. At
the end of our term in office an additional 1.4 million
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people were receiving elective surgery, compared to
the number in 1999. In terms of our capital
expenditure — —
Mrs Peulich — What about the bed count? Tell us.
Mr JENNINGS — We will get there. We will get
to bed numbers. That supports my argument; it does not
support hers, so Mrs Peulich should just sit and wait.
Just like Victorian citizens who are waiting for the
promised beds, perhaps Mrs Peulich should wait to
have some facts outlined to her before her contribution.
I would encourage her to understand the facts of the
situation in health, an issue that she seems to be blithely
ignorant of.
The last budget of the outgoing Labor government in
Victoria made commitments for $2.3 billion worth of
capital spending in the health portfolio. That brought in
total $7.5 billion worth of investments made during the
term of the Labor government. Extraordinarily that
$2.3 billion, which was in the 2010–11 budget that was
delivered by Labor, contributes the vast majority of the
capital program in health by the current government. It
is extraordinary that this minister relies on budget
commitments that were put in the forward estimates by
Labor as the major contributor to his capital program.
When this minister claims credit for Bendigo Hospital
and Box Hill Hospital, members should ask themselves,
‘Which budget did the projects appear in?’. Both those
projects occurred in the budget prior to the current
government coming to office. Labor had rebuilt not
only the Austin and Mercy hospitals, it had rebuilt
Maroondah, Angliss, Northern, Sunshine and
Dandenong hospitals, it had rebuilt Kyneton, Stawell,
Ararat and Geelong hospitals and it had returned the
Latrobe Regional Hospital to public hands.
In fact it had rebuilt the Royal Children’s Hospital, the
major project that this minister has been associated with
opening, which was in fact from the budget that had
been totally funded and delivered by the Labor
government. We had redeveloped the Royal Women’s
Hospital and the Casey Hospital and, as I indicated, we
had commenced the Bendigo and Box Hill hospitals,
the Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre and the
Olivia Newton-John Cancer and Wellness Centre. All
of those projects had been commenced and completed
by Labor. That is one piddling — —
Ms Crozier — That is not true. You had not even
started Bendigo. You said you completed the projects.
Mr JENNINGS — It is an extraordinary
contribution of a member of the government, who
actually seeks to interrupt my flow. Members opposite
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may be having a bit of difficulty themselves because
they are trying to immediately reinterpret what I have
said. I actually said that the Bendigo and Box Hill
hospital projects were in the forward estimates and had
been committed to by the Labor government. That is
clearly what I said. Government members who by
interjection suggest that I said something else may be
able to reflect on those facts in their contributions.
There is another significant fact about which
government members who contribute to this debate by
interjection — and probably by their contributions to
the debate as well — are blissfully ignorant. They are
blissfully ignorant of the budget papers their own
government brings to the Parliament of Victoria. In the
various debates on health we have had in this
Parliament in the last three years I have not heard a
government member — perhaps that will change
today — refer to the page numbers, the table numbers
and the financial details that are included in the
Victorian budget. I will be amazed if today any
government member talks about the Victorian budget. I
am happy to talk about the Victorian budget. But when
I say I am happy to talk about it, at one level I am very
sad to talk about it because clearly the government does
not understand its own budget papers. Many stories that
are peddled by government members are blissfully
ignorant of the facts.
Let us get on the table a few facts compared to the
myths. One fact compared to the myth is that the
current government in Victoria has tried to indicate that
commonwealth revenues to support health have
diminished over time. However, the fact is that they
have increased significantly during the course of this
government. If members actually looked at the
government’s budget papers, they would note the trend
in commonwealth funding in the health portfolio. If you
look at the government’s budget papers for 2011–12, in
budget paper 5 at page 161, you will actually see that
the commonwealth contribution in 2010–11 was
$3240.5 million. For the following year, page 185 of
budget paper 5 shows that for 2011–12 the
commonwealth contribution was $4139.1 million, in
2012–13 the commonwealth contributed
$4034.4 million, and in the current financial year,
2013–14, on the same page in the same budget paper,
the commonwealth contribution is shown as
$4261.1 million. In fact the commonwealth
contribution has risen significantly — by more than
$300 million over that four-year period. That is
$300 million more than it was when the government
came to office. The government in Victoria is trying to
con the Victorian public. To say that the
commonwealth’s revenues were reduced over that
period of time rather than increased is a flagrant lie, and
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a lie that is exposed by the Victorian government’s own
budget paper.
Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — Page 185 of budget paper 5, the
government’s budget papers which were presented to
this Parliament by the government, indicates that
commonwealth funding for the health portfolio has
risen significantly over the last four years.
There is another lie that is perpetuated by the health
minister in Victoria and supported by government
members. I am not quite sure why, and I am not quite
sure what level of detail and understanding government
members have in relation to budgetary issues, but a lie
that we hear time and again relates to the $107 million
that was adjusted in commonwealth revenues in the last
financial year and the impact that had on the health
system. Most Victorians recognise that the removal of
that $107 million was a bad move by the federal
government. In fact, despite the way the story is told, I
think everyone in the Parliament of Victoria understood
that it was a bad move and, from our various vantage
points, everyone in the Parliament who had an interest
in health probably played a role in restoring that
$107 million. It was restored within three months. That
$107 million was taken out but put back three months
later by the federal government, because it recognised it
was an error. The fundamental difference between the
commonwealth government in relation to that
$107 million — —
Mr Leane interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — That is a very good interjection
from Mr Leane. His question was, ‘What has happened
to the savings that have consistently been made by the
state government?’. Has any of the $826 million taken
out by the Victorian government over the last three
budgets come back? Not one penny of it has come
back. This is the extraordinary myth that has been
perpetuated by the Victorian government. It applied one
standard to this $107 million from the commonwealth
to say, ‘That money was inappropriately withheld by
the commonwealth; it has to give it back’. Fair enough,
but in successive budgets the Victorian government has
taken out $826 million — and I can prove that, as
distinct from the assertions of government members. If
you have a look at the very first budget introduced by
the then Treasurer, Kim Wells — —
Mr Leane — Wells?
Mr JENNINGS — Yes, he was Treasurer that day.
On page 112 of budget paper 3 relating to the 2011–12
budget, it can be seen that $481.9 million worth of
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savings was taken out of the health portfolio by the
Victorian government. On page 23 of budget paper 3 of
the 2012–13 budget — I am not sure who the Treasurer
was then, but whoever that Treasurer was — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr JENNINGS — Mr Wells survived that year!
The Treasurer reduced the health budget by
$134.1 million. Within the first two years of the
election of the coalition government $616 million was
taken out of the health budget. Has one penny of the
money taken out by the Victorian government been
restored to the health system? Not one penny. And what
happened in this year’s budget? Who delivered this
year’s budget?
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr JENNINGS — It was delivered by Mr O’Brien
on this occasion. Mr O’Brien — an excellent Treasurer,
according to Ms Crozier — took $210 million from this
year’s budget. That is recorded on page 17 of budget
paper 3. That brings the total to $826 million that was
cruelly ripped out of the health budget going forward
by the Victorian government. That is $826 million all
gone, never to return. That money is at the heart of the
reason this government has failed the people of Victoria
in delivering its promises, because it actually pretends
that it has grown the budget. It pretends that
commonwealth revenue is the reason it has not
delivered, but the sorry truth is that the investment
made by the Victorian government for the last three
years over the last three budgets has not kept up with
demand. The government has fallen behind demand,
and in addition to that, $826 million has been ripped out
and never returned to the system.
But members do not need to take my word for it,
because as recently as last week the Australian
Productivity Commission published a national report on
expenditure in health and other government services.
Quite extraordinarily the fact that the opposition has
been drawing attention to the last three years and that
government members have blithely ignored is outlined
very starkly in the Productivity Commission report.
Within its health analysis the report clearly indicates
that in the last four years of the Labor government there
was an average increase of 6.1 per cent in the recurrent
budget of the health portfolio, and in the first year of the
coalition government it dropped to 0.3 per cent.
Mrs Peulich — So inputs are the be-all and end-all,
are they?
Mr JENNINGS — Inputs are a major problem, but
outcomes for Victorians is where the malady and the
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failure of this government is. Do not distract me about
that. I am talking about inputs at the moment, but I am
going to get onto outcomes again in a second.
The Productivity Commission report published last
week shows that in the last four years of the Labor
government Victoria’s recurrent expenditure per person
in public hospitals increased by an average of 3.2 per
cent, and this was nearly halved in the first year of the
coalition government to 1.6 per cent. The Productivity
Commission has again demonstrated a number of facts
that government members in Victoria may be blithely
ignorant of or choose not to talk about. According to
the Productivity Commission report, there were fewer
medical practitioners employed at a full-time equivalent
rate per head of population in the last 12 months in
Victoria, and there were fewer nurses employed per
head of population than in the previous year.
Beyond inputs, participation in the system — that is,
the number of staff employed in critical areas within
our public hospitals per head of population — has
actually been reduced during the life of this government
in terms of the demand pressures within the Victorian
hospital system. As reported on a consistent national
basis by the Productivity Commission, the growth rate
in Victoria has been half what it was under Labor, and
that is half of what it should be. As a consequence,
every outcome for patients in the Victorian hospital
system — the key measures — is going backwards.
Those are undeniable truths.
Let me quickly run through the facts, as distinct from
the government’s fiction, in relation to each of the
points listed in the motion. I will run through the issues
in the order they are listed. The first point is that there
are now 10 000 more Victorians on elective surgery
waiting lists than when the government came to office.
For this fact I rely on hospital performance data
released by the government. At the last count, in
September 2013, there were 48 363 Victorians on
elective surgery waiting lists. It had been higher during
the course of the previous financial year when the
number was 50 000. For the first time in Victorian
history 50 000 people were waiting on elective surgery
waiting lists.
Mr Leane — They promised to slash waiting lists!
Mr JENNINGS — Mr Leane, they had promised to
slash waiting lists. I am sure this will be a sorry fact for
you to fully understand and appreciate, Acting
President. When the government came to office there
were 38 000 people on the waiting lists, and now there
are over 48 000. That is according to the government’s
own figures.
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Again according to the government’s figures in
2012–13 there were 4157 elective surgeries —
fewer than had been funded and delivered in the last
year of the Labor government. This trajectory is
consistent under the Liberal government. According
to government data there were 153 415 elective
surgery admissions in Victoria in 2012–13, which
was down 665 from the year before and 4157 from
the year prior to that. Members can look for
themselves at the health performance data on the
government-sponsored website.

the promises made by the then incoming Minister for
Health, is the deterioration in ambulance response times
and the effective delivery of patients to hospitals by our
ambulance system. The health minister, David Davis,
made a lot of promises about how ambulance service
delivery was going to improve, but what is the situation
we have seen reported in the budget papers? The
government has no option, given the performance
measure is in the budget paper, but to record it. It is also
recorded in the annual reports of the Department of
Health.

Another fact in relation to elective surgery is that the
government’s figures for 2012–13 show that more than
5000 people had waited longer than a year for elective
surgery in Victoria. Five thousand of our citizens
suffered in pain for longer than a year before they
received their surgeries. Patients are waiting longer.
One of the things recorded on the government website
is the 90th percentile, which is an indication of how
long it takes the hospital system takes to get through the
waiting lists — that is, how long it takes for 90 per cent
of patients to get through the system. The website
shows that 90 per cent of people on waiting lists wait
223 days to receive their surgery, which is up from
189 days when the government came to office. This is a
significant increase.

The data shows that in 2010–11 the proportion of
ambulance call-outs in emergency situations where the
response time target of 15 minutes was met was
77.1 per cent; it had gone down from the year before. In
the last full year of the Labor government ambulances
had responded to an emergency within 15 minutes on
81 per cent of occasions. However, in the data from
2012–13, that number is now as low as 73 per cent, so
clearly it is heading in the wrong direction. That means
that not only are the lives of patients right around
Victoria at risk but members of the community are
anxious that if they need an ambulance in a timely way
an ambulance may not come.

Some people become confused about the direct causal
effect of this, but I am not overreaching by saying that
the causal effect is that people are dying on the waiting
lists, nor am I overreaching by saying that it is in fact
the blow-out in the waiting lists that has caused the
deaths. What is consistent with what I have described
about people waiting longer for surgery is that the
number of people who have died whilst they are on the
waiting lists continues to rise, and the most recently
available data obtained under freedom of information is
that under this government in Victoria 2253 people
have died whilst they have been waiting for surgery.
As you would expect, as the waiting lists get longer and
as people wait in pain and suffering, their quality of life
deteriorates. Many of them experience the end of their
lives, and that is something the government must — —
Mr Leane — Admit.
Mr JENNINGS — Unfortunately it must accept the
truth of these facts. It must continue to focus on the
reality that it should be delivering better outcomes for
Victorian citizens. The system is clearly not delivering
what the government expects of it.
One of the ways in which the outcomes for Victorians
have clearly floundered under this government, despite

One of the indicators that the health minister has relied
on is not true. What is important to Victorian citizens is
survival rates for cardiac arrest, which is one of the
most significant reasons why an ambulance is called
out. If someone has a cardiac arrest, their life is
immediately in jeopardy. The minister has claimed in
Parliament on a number of occasions that that measure
is improving. Unfortunately in its report on ambulance
services across the nation the Productivity Commission
last week demonstrated that this statistic is deteriorating
in Victoria. According to the report, whereas during the
previous year more than half of Victorian patients who
suffered a cardiac arrest had survived that experience
due to the support of the ambulance service, in the last
reporting period that number was reduced to less than
half. The one kernel of good news that the health
minister has attempted to rely on has been shown by the
Productivity Commission to not be true. In fact the
trajectory of cardiac survival rates has deteriorated in
Victoria, which is totally unacceptable to Victorian
families and certainly unacceptable to the state
opposition.
Apart from the emergency response times and cardiac
arrest rates, the next measure of the effectiveness of
ambulance services is transfer times from ambulances
to hospitals. What do the facts say about this? When the
coalition government came to office it drew attention to
failures in the system, including ambulance ramping in
Victorian hospitals. Despite the investments made by
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the previous Labor government and the growth in
ambulance services that occurred while we were in
power, we recognised that ramping was a problem. At
that time on average about 7000 hours per month of
ambulance ramping was occurring in Victorian
hospitals. We, as an outgoing government, recognised
that we needed to do more work on that issue;
7000 hours was not good enough for us, and we wanted
to improve that situation.
What does the latest data say? It shows that the figure
has increased from 7000 hours per month to
13 178 hours per month. The number of hours that
patients are waiting outside Victorian hospitals has
virtually doubled under this administration. Despite the
incoming government’s promises and what the minister
has said has been an increased effort in ambulance
services, the performance has deteriorated.
There are a number of reasons why that is the case. One
of the reasons is that this minister continues to see the
ambulance service and its workforce as the enemy. At
every turn this minister blames paramedics for the
deterioration in service and adverse impacts upon
patients. He blames them for poor outcomes for transfer
times, poor outcomes for cardiac arrests and poor
performance for emergency response times. However,
these outcomes are due to the government’s failure to
support the ambulance service in terms of resource
allocation, governance and the management systems
and dispatch systems of Ambulance Victoria, and to the
fact that investments in ambulances have not been met
by corresponding growth in emergency departments
and bed numbers within the hospital system. The
system has not grown or been managed in a consistent,
coherent way, and as a result the performance of
ambulance services for Victorian patients continues to
deteriorate.
As recently as yesterday, when I asked the minister
a question about the performance, scope of practice
and delivery of ambulance services in Victoria he
not only took the opportunity to abuse me but also
again abused paramedics and the union. Rather than
recognise the significance of those issues, he
attributed the concern I expressed on behalf of
Victorian patients to me being a puppet of the union.
This is a minister who continually refuses to take
responsibility for better performance — —
Ms Tierney — He just wants to play politics.
Mr JENNINGS — Exactly — play politics, play an
industrial trump card, find conflict, always blame
somebody else, and never, ever take responsibility for
delivering outcomes. When I ask him a question and
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encourage him to take responsibility, he goes back to
the previous health minister or the intervention of the
commonwealth or the unions, or he somehow blames
me, shooting the messenger for having the audacity to
ask him a question. I am holding the mirror up and
asking him to look at his own performance.
How short of community expectations has he fallen in
his ministerial responsibility? This is a minister who
flagrantly does not understand the concept of
ministerial responsibility. Ironically he calls on me to
take responsibility for these matters. We have
somewhat different roles. I would be happy to take
responsibility on behalf of the Victorian people. I am
currently not in a situation to do so, but given the
opportunity, maybe the people of Victoria will want to
give the opposition that opportunity in the
not-too-distant future.
Mrs Peulich — I think the Victorian public will see
through that.
Mr JENNINGS — I was waiting for that brilliant
interjection to roll out.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — That is right. I think my knees
started knocking! The chattering that we heard was my
knees knocking. I was quaking under the assault of
government interjections.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ondarchie) —
Order! Mr Jennings will not respond to interjections.
Mr JENNINGS — That is right. You know, Acting
President, that I will not be distracted because the facts
are on my side in this debate. It always helps if the facts
are on your side.
The next set of facts I want to draw attention to are
those contained in the health performance data released
by the government. Again, I do not need to spend a lot
of time on these facts because not only are they evident
to anyone who looks at the data but they are very
evident to anybody who turns up to a hospital
emergency department in Victoria. If anyone wants to
get into an emergency department by ambulance, by
just walking in or by being taken in off the street, it is
very obvious that in fact they are waiting longer. What
the data released by the government as recently as
September 2013 — which is the latest data that has
been released by the government on its own website —
shows is that 29 per cent of patients in emergency
departments have not been treated within the required
times that would be expected of those emergency
departments. In fact one in three patients stays longer
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than 4 hours without necessarily being sent home, being
cared for or being admitted to hospital and more than
2000 patients are staying longer than 24 hours.
Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — Acting President, you can hear
that I am being baited in relation to the performance
under the Labor government. My response to the
interjection is that the performance was better. At the
time it was not seen as good enough by the then
opposition and in some media commentary. Indeed
many members of the community did not think our
performance was good enough. People were entitled to
form that view. In fact now the situation is worse and
getting worse. The last issue I refer to, which I have
been invited to refer to on a number of occasions, is
beds.
Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — I am happy to talk about beds,
because it is a sorry truth that today there are fewer
beds operational in Victorian hospitals than there were
in the last year of the Labor government. Members do
not have to rely on me for that information; they can go
to the source. They can go to the Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare report which shows that in the last
year of a budget funded by the Labor government there
were 13 254 beds operating in Victoria.
Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — That is the benchmark that
Mrs Peulich’s government inherited: 13 254 beds.
Ms Tierney — And it promised?
Mr JENNINGS — And it promised 800 more beds.
What does the latest Australian Institute of Health and
Welfare report show on how many beds have been
delivered?
Mr Leane — Plus 800?
Mr JENNINGS — No. The number has gone down
by 36 — minus 36.
Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — Under the current government
the number that was inherited, 13 254, should be 800
higher. It should be 14 054. That is the number that will
be the measurement of the delivery of the 800-bed
promise made by the then incoming government. An
increase on 13 254 of 800 means that the benchmark
for this government will be 14 054 beds by the end of
this term. How is the government going? On the last
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measure the government has gone backwards on its
promise by 36 beds.
When the nurses union not only reported on the
800-bed shortfall but looked at the number of beds that
were operating within the system over summer, it
identified 1116 beds of those 13 254 beds as not even
being used. The government is 800 down on the
promise and 1116 down on the number of beds that
were being funded and operational within hospitals.
Mr Leane interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — Exactly. We are in the ballpark
of 2000 beds down on the expectation set by the then
incoming government. Members of the opposition have
sat here and copped a modicum of abuse. It is okay; I
can bear it. Apart from the knee knocking that you,
Acting President, heard before, I think we can bear it.
Members of the opposition will be fascinated to listen
to the contributions of government members and hear
how many facts they can point to. We will be interested
to hear from them facts, as distinct from the facts that I
have outlined in my contribution, which rely on budget
papers, the government’s own report on hospital
performance, an Australian Institute of Health and
Welfare report, a report of the Productivity
Commission and freedom of information
documentation that the opposition and members of the
community have gathered. Opposition members rely on
all those sources of information and report back to the
government on them. It will be fascinating to hear from
government members what datasets and facts they rely
on. How many references will there be to the budget, an
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare report, a
Productivity Commission report and other
documentation that is available in annual reports of
hospitals and the Department of Health?
On 31 October last year I laid myself somewhat open
by asking the Minister for Health, ‘What was the
highlight of your health department’s report? Here you
are, open slather: what are you proud of, what have you
delivered?’. The minister said, ‘Hand hygiene
compliance’. That was the fact that he was most proud
of. He was scrabbling through his own department’s
report, looking as if it was the first time he had ever
seen the report.
Mr Lenders interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — In fact he was giving the
impression that he had not seen the report before. He
was going through the pages — page after page after
page — and he said, ‘Oh, hand hygiene. I’m pretty
proud of that’. He also said he was proud of the
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participation rate, the number of people who go into
hospitals. All you had to do was turn up as a patient and
you were included in the participation rate. That was a
pretty important measure!
The minister has no information to rely on to show that
the situation is getting better. When he was asked an
open-ended question, ‘What are you proud of?’, he
could not identify anything more significant than the
participation rate and hand hygiene compliance in the
hospital system. That is a pretty clear measure that you
are not doing well.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — There is a bit of an alliance of
views between the nurses, the nurses union, the
paramedics, the paramedics union and the opposition.
We share a view that the system is not working well.
We share a view that the system is under great stress
because it is not being provided with enough resources.
The delivery in the hospital system is not good enough.
We agree that this minister has set himself up to fail by
promising much and delivering little. Not only has he
delivered little, he has delivered bad outcomes. The
performance of the hospital system has deteriorated
under his watch. He continues to refuse to take
responsibility for the system. He is a sorry excuse for a
minister not only because he does not have any facts
that he can rely on to say that the system is getting
better but also because he does not demonstrate any
compassion for the Victorian community and
individuals in our community who want a better
ambulance service and a better hospital system. He has
no compassion for their pain and suffering. In fact at
every turn he will try to absolve himself of
responsibility and attempt to blame others. The minister
cannot continue to blame others; he must take
responsibility.
I find it extraordinary that in my contribution today I
have not necessarily called on the arguments of others
to support the idea that this minister should be sacked.
The facts speak for themselves, and the minister
deserves to be sacked. The Herald Sun newspaper is
not necessarily my first, second or third port of call
when I am looking for a reliable authority, but
nonetheless it does its best to be fair and reasonable in
its commentary. As far back as October 2013,
four months ago, the Herald Sun editorial said that
there must be an end to the ambulance dispute. It
highlighted the conflict and the trench warfare that has
been generated by this minister in ambulance services.
The editorial of 5 October concluded by saying:
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It is sick Victorians who are paying the price in an argument
where both sides have become entrenched in their views.
Dr Napthine must be the circuit breaker.

As far back as four months ago the Herald Sun was
calling for the intervention of the Premier to remedy
this solution, and by implication the Herald Sun has
editorialised and said that the minister should be sacked
because he is not up to it. That was the view expressed,
and it is a view that is shared by the opposition. It is at
the heart of our moving the motion of no confidence in
the minister. It would be best for him to do the
responsible thing and leave, or alternatively the Premier
should sack him.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I am
very pleased to rise this morning and speak to
Mr Jennings’s motion — —
Mr Lenders — Misleading the house now?
Ms CROZIER — I have not even started my
contribution and Mr Lenders is saying that I am
misleading the house — —
Mr Lenders — You said you were pleased!
Ms CROZIER — I am pleased to speak to
Mr Jennings’s motion because I want to talk about the
issues that Victorian patients in Victorian health
services are facing today. Throughout his contribution
Mr Jennings consistently talked about the facts, calling
on the facts contained in his motion. It is a lengthy
motion and there are a number of elements in it, which
I will not repeat at this time, but I will go through a
number of them and highlight to the chamber some of
the points where I think Mr Jennings has misled the
house.
First and foremost, when we are looking at the first part
of the motion we see that Mr Jennings has said that
there are 10 000 more Victorians on the surgery waiting
lists than when the government came to office. In
relation to the statistics about where Victoria sits, it is
performing equal to the national median waiting time
and performing better than the national performance
when measuring a number of 90 percentile days. That is
in accordance with statistics for previous years, when
Labor was in power.
Let us look at the facts in relation to the data. This
government has been very up-front about releasing
data, which was something Labor in government failed
to do.
Mr Lenders — There is a powerful argument in
Bentleigh and Prahran.
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Ms CROZIER — Mr Lenders can interrupt and
talk about health in Bentleigh. Mr Jennings asked for
reports, but I remind him of the report entitled Your
Hospitals — A Report on Victoria’s Public Hospitals
July 2009 to June 2010. That report contains a lot of
information, including information on various hospitals
and their data, but there is no data for the Peter
MacCallum Cancer Centre. I would like to know why
there is no data for the Peter MacCallum hospital listed
in this report. I have no idea why it was not included in
that report or why the previous government hid data at
all. We know it did that, and there were numerous
reports. If members recall when the former Minister for
Health, now Leader of the Opposition and the member
for Mulgrave in the Assembly, Daniel Andrews, was
responsible for — —
Mr Lenders interjected.
Ms CROZIER — Yes, Mr Lenders, we have been
in for three years, but I think it is important to point out
the situation we inherited, particularly in the context of
what we are discussing here. What I am trying to say is
that we came in with a commitment to highlight to the
Victorian public the hospital data, and that is exactly
what we have done, which is in direct contrast with
what Mr Lenders’s government did when it hid data. I
ask why the Peter MacCallum data was not included in
that report and why it was hidden. There are numerous
newspaper reports to back up what was going on at that
time. I remind members that there were secret waiting
lists. An article in the Age of 18 November 2010 states:
More than 26 000 Victorians were not included on official
elective surgery waiting lists last year and instead were
classified as ‘not ready for care’ …

Those were secret waiting lists that Mr Lenders’s
government presided over. It is wrong to say that the
data we provide is inaccurate and that there are
blow-outs in waiting lists. There is far more
transparency in relation to what is going on under this
government than took place under your government.
Effectively what was happening under that regime was
that patients were not being added to those waiting lists.
There were, as I said, secret waiting lists, and article
after article condemned the then Minister for Health,
now the Leader of the Opposition, Mr Andrews, in
relation to his — —
Mr Lenders interjected.
Ms CROZIER — I will get to that, Mr Lenders. I
am putting this into context and saying that this is our
government’s commitment. When we came to
government and said we would release the data — —
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Mr Lenders interjected.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
I ask Mr Lenders to refrain from interjecting, but I also
request that Ms Crozier address her comments through
the Chair so that we do not have a conversation across
the chamber, as I am feeling a little left out and my
feelings could be hurt. I ask Ms Crozier to follow the
standing orders with regard to that.
Ms CROZIER — Certainly, Acting President.
Thank you for your guidance. Through you I will return
to my contribution. Mr Jennings is no longer in the
chamber to rebut what I am going to say about a
number of other issues, but I wanted to take him to task
in relation to the facts. Again through you, Acting
President, the facts are that during the 2012–13
financial year he spoke a lot about budgets, and I
remind the chamber that when we came into
government in 2010 we had to find money to support a
number of projects that had been pursued through the
former government. Through my interjections during
his contribution I reminded Mr Jennings that this
government needed to find $55 million to pay health
workers for the 2010 Christmas and New Year period. I
have actually worked in hospitals over the Christmas
period — —
Mr Lenders interjected.
Ms CROZIER — I am not sure if Mr Davis has
worked in a hospital over the Christmas period in recent
years, and I must admit it has been a while since I have.
However, workers expect to be paid when they work
through the Christmas and New Year period. That is the
normal process. When we came into this office we had
to find $55 million to fund those health workers’
salaries in December 2010. Mr Lenders was the
Treasurer at that time, and that was money we had to
find. Mr Jennings talked about the Royal Children’s
Hospital, a magnificent facility with terrific workers
that provides an amazing service to the Victorian public
as well as to children from interstate at times. Again,
there was no IT system funded and this government had
to find $26 million. Mr Jennings talked about budgets
and budget responsibilities, but this government had to
foot the bill for the mismanagement of various projects.
We also had to find $44 million for the Olivia
Newton-John Cancer and Wellness Centre. There was a
lot of fanfare and discussion about that magnificent
centre, but all that was funded was a shell. It needed
$44 million to have a fit-out. As we know, when you
are processing patients through a health-care service
you have to have equipment, beds and resources. The
government had to find $44 million. Mr Jennings talked
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about budget responsibility and what we were doing,
but these are the facts.
Mr Lenders interjected.
Ms CROZIER — Mr Lenders has interjected, but I
want to go back to the 2012–13 financial year, when the
Gillard government used incorrect population figures to
rip $107 million from our health services. The
Victorian public understood exactly what was going on;
Victorian health services understood exactly what was
happening. I remind Mr Jennings that he did not
support a motion in this house that expressed concern
about those cuts. I want to remind him of exactly what
was said. It was moved that the house:
(3) calls upon the heads of treasuries to convene urgently to
discuss the commonwealth Treasurer’s determination
and report on the basis of this decision, noting that the
reductions in commonwealth funding for public
hospitals will, unless reversed, be implemented in early
December 2012 in the form of a $39 million clawback
of funding to Victoria from the 2011–12 financial year
and a $67 million reduction in the 2012–13 financial
year for Victorian hospitals and large reductions in
forthcoming financial years bringing the total
commonwealth funding reductions of the health and
hospitals funding through the health-care SPP and
national hospital agreement to $475 million since the
announcement of the commonwealth’s 2012–13 budget;
and
(4) further notes that six state health ministers expressed
concern about the announced reduction in
commonwealth health funding at the recent Standing
Council on Health meeting.

You did not support that motion, so you effectively
agreed with what was occurring at a federal level,
which was putting health services at great risk. You
talked about budgetary management — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
I ask Ms Crozier to direct her comments through the
Chair, for there could be some confusion as to whom
she is referring when she says ‘you’.
Ms CROZIER — In his contribution Mr Jennings
suggested that this government did not understand the
budgetary management of our health services. I remind
Mr Jennings that he voted in favour of the $107 million
cut through that financial year. Hospitals and health
services have budgets in place, as members would
understand, and based on an expectation that money
will be delivered they manage their hospital and health
services. When they have money ripped out halfway
through a financial year, it creates a large degree of
uncertainty, and that is exactly what this cut did.
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It was an unprecedented move that caused a huge
amount of uncertainty for health services. They had to
readjust and replan a whole range of services that they
provide, whether it was elective surgery, outpatient
services or other resourcing. That is how health services
operate, and when they do not have money coming in,
or when it is effectively taken away from their budget,
it makes it very difficult for them to operate. That
caused a huge amount of disruption to elective surgery
and hence some delay in various elective surgeries and
other health service care delivered through those health
services. Therefore it is disingenuous to say that — —
Mr Lenders — There is no correlation between the
data and the rise.
Ms CROZIER — I make the point again that that
had a direct impact on the delivery of health services
and compounded upon and created issues for elective
surgery and data figures in relation to that particular
year. Those hospital services have had to play catch-up,
and they have done a magnificent job. The Victorian
health services are under constant pressure, with an
ageing population that is experiencing more chronic
disease and more complex health outcomes in many
instances. We understand that and are planning for it,
and that is why the government has undertaken a
number of initiatives that are addressing those very
points.
I commend the minister for what he is doing in tackling
some of those complex issues in relation to chronic
disease, and I further point out that those challenges
were partly caused by the Gillard government ripping
$107 million out of the hospitals, as I said. That placed
uncertainty on Victorian health services, which have
had to manage a very complex health delivery service
at times. I again commend the minister for some of the
initiatives he is undertaking to tackle some of those
areas, including chronic disease. Issues were raised in
relation to heart attacks and the response times to them,
and there have been some very good announcements
through the delivery of new treatments through our
ambulances, and we are receiving very good figures in
that area.
I also direct the attention of the chamber to the
Department of Health Annual Report 2012–13, and
specifically the figures for acute health services in
Victoria 2011–12 to 2012–13, which highlight the
numbers of emergency presentations. In 2011–12 that
number was 1 506 828, and in 2012–13 it had
increased to 1 526 628, which is an increase in
emergency presentations in that acute setting. In terms
of admissions from elective surgery waiting lists, in
2011–12 the figure was 153 316 and in 2012–13 the
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figure was 153 076. This data is all available and out
there in the public domain, and it is reporting on what
is actually happening within our acute hospital
systems.
The third point of Mr Jennings’s motion states that the
‘statewide response times for ambulance code 1
emergency callouts has worsened in each year of this
government’. He talked about the facts constantly, but
the facts are that the government has injected additional
funding into this area. It has increased ambulance
funding by 17 per cent, to $662 million a year, and it
has delivered an additional 465 paramedics throughout
the state. Some of those paramedics are based in
regional Victoria and some are based here in
Melbourne. Mr Jennings is blind to the fact that an
increase in numbers has occurred, but that increase is
reassuring for the Victorian community.
Obviously some industrial issues are occurring in
relation to the current pay negotiations. It is
disappointing that we cannot get a resolution of that
matter. I think the Victorian community supports and
identifies the very good work that paramedics do, and
we have added 465 paramedics, which means they have
a greater presence across the state, they have more
shifts and there are more vehicles and more ambulance
stations. In relation to the response times, the Victorian
health services performance data shows significant
improvements in timely transfers of patients from
ambulances to hospital emergency departments, with
the statewide proportion of ambulance patients seen
within 40 minutes improving from 76.1 per cent in the
December year to date figures for 2012–13 to 80.9 per
cent for the same time in 2013–14.
This data is made public, which is far from what the
previous Labor government did, which was to hide the
data. Victorians were well aware of the fudging of the
figures. Our emergency departments are under a great
deal of pressure. They always have been, whether it be
from an increase in alcohol and drug-affected cases that
present or other issues. We have had a rise of those
instances over the last few years, and the government is
looking at tackling the very alarming effects of the
increased use of methamphetamines, and again I
congratulate the Minister for Health, David Davis, and
the Minister for Mental Health, Mary Wooldridge, for
addressing those issues. They are alarming for
Victorians and for the young people who will be
severely affected by the abuse of such substances.
That is just one area I have highlighted, but of course
our emergency departments treat a whole range of
emergency admissions, whether it be due to heart
attacks, car accidents or other problems. The
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government was seriously concerned about the issues in
the emergency department and so introduced a task
force to examine those transfers, under the guidance of
Andrew Stripp. There is no doubt that with the report
that he has handed to the government there have been
great improvements in a number of hospitals right
across the metropolitan area. For instance, at Frankston
Hospital, there has been a 24 per cent improvement in
patient transfer times; at Dandenong Hospital, 30 per
cent; and at Casey Hospital, 15 per cent. These positive
statistics show that the task force of health workers
looked at those issues and wanted to get improvements.
Health workers in those areas have undertaken these
improvements, and they are making a huge difference.
The Report on Government Services 2014 released by
the Productivity Commission in January shows that
Victoria has more paramedics than the national
average, with 49.3 equivalent full-time ambulance
officers per 100 000 people. To go to the claim of
Mr Jennings that we are not basing our arguments on
reporting, I draw his attention to what the Stripp report
and the Report on Government Services say. It is
disingenuous for Mr Jennings to say the government is
not relying on accurate reporting.
In addition to the 465 extra ambulance officers and
paramedics who have been put in place, Victoria now
has more ambulance stations. The total revenue for
ambulance services was $681.5 million in 2012–13,
which was an increase of over 10 per cent from the
previous year. We know our paramedics do a great job,
and they are not, as some have claimed, leaving in
droves. The attrition rate for paramedics in Victoria is
no greater than the national average. We regard our
ambulance service and our paramedics very highly, and
it should be noted that the government is addressing
some of their concerns about the issues they face.
The fourth point in Mr Jennings’s motion says:
… the most recent evidence shows that adult cardiac survival
rates have worsened;

That is incorrect. Ambulance Victoria has reported to
the Department of Health that out-of-hospital cardiac
arrest survival rates in Victoria are among the best
nationally and internationally. Ambulance Victoria has
advised that the difference in outcomes for patients in
shockable rhythms in 2012 is not statistically
significant. Labor is misleading and putting fear into the
Victorian community, but its claims are not entirely
correct.
I remind the chamber that cardiac disease is a chronic
disease and that the last state government budget
committed an additional $21.9 million over four years
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to a range of strategies to improve outcomes for people
experiencing cardiovascular disease. Heart disease has
been the leading cause of death for Victorians and
Australians for a long time, although it was recently
reported that cancer has overtaken heart disease.
Obviously some of these initiatives and strategies in
relation to heart disease are making an impact. We need
to do more in relation to cancer treatments and cancer
prevention, and over many years governments of all
persuasions have done a lot.
Looking at chronic disease, one of those initiatives is
the Healthy Together Victoria program, which is
running very effectively in a number of local
government areas across the state. The program aims to
tackle obesity at a young age and to get people to
understand health and wellbeing. Hopefully, over a
number of years — it will not happen overnight — it
will have an impact on the rates of chronic diseases,
such as heart disease and diabetes, and lead to better
health outcomes for individuals. That is an example of
the on-the-ground grassroots-level type of initiatives
that are having a positive impact on the Victorian
community. The additional $21.9 million in funding
has been widely supported and is being used to look at
a number of ways we can identify people who are at
risk of developing heart disease and how we can better
manage that.
The fifth point of Mr Jennings’s motion says:
… ambulance ramping at hospitals delaying patients transfers
into emergency departments rose …

I again refer to Andrew Stripp’s report which looks at
congestion in emergency departments. It will go a long
way towards relieving a lot of issues in our emergency
departments. There is no doubt that issues in emergency
departments fluctuate. Friday nights, Saturday nights
and post-weekend days are usually busy. Emergency
departments can become very busy at certain times of
the week and the year.
What we are talking about here is emergency patient
transfer times. I reiterate that Labor did not release the
data. When Mr Andrews, the Leader of the Opposition
and member for Mulgrave in the other place, was the
Minister for Health, Labor hid the patient transfer
times. Labor cannot disguise the fact that Mr Andrews
was responsible for the data, but he did not allow the
public scrutiny that should have occurred. Releasing the
data was a government commitment, and that is what
we have done.
The September 2012 quarter recorded 665 patients
staying longer than 24 hours; by the September 2013
quarter this had dropped to 94 patients, so there have
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been improvements in a number of areas across a
number of hospitals in the metropolitan area. The
department and health services are all working closely
together to look at how to improve the situation, and the
health workers in those areas have done a magnificent
job in catering for demand that is at times complex.
There are more improvements the government has
made. I am reading through Mr Jennings’s rather long
motion. There has been a significant amount of capital
investment in our health services. Mr Jennings read out
a number of capital investments that Labor undertook
during its 11 years in government, but I remind
members of what we have undertaken over 3 years.
Bendigo Hospital received $630 million and an
additional 252 beds. It is the biggest regional hospital in
Australia, and it will cater for — —
Mr Lenders interjected.
Ms CROZIER — That is a fact. It is a $630 million
capital investment. It will be absolutely advantageous
for the northern parts of Victoria — —
Mr Lenders interjected.
Ms CROZIER — Hopefully members up there will
be supportive of Bendigo Hospital. The Box Hill
Hospital redevelopment received $447.5 million. There
has been $76 million to redevelop Frankston Hospital,
$29 million to expand Northern Hospital and an
$11 million expansion to the Austin Hospital short-stay
unit. We are building the Monash Children’s hospital,
which came to Labor’s notice in 2002 but it did nothing
about it. Labor did not plan for population growth
expansion and the needs of families in the south-eastern
suburbs of Melbourne and other southern parts of
Victoria. This government is doing that. Mr Lenders
has asked, ‘What have you been doing?’, and that is
exactly what we have done. We have put a huge
amount of capital investment into hospital
infrastructure, and I am pleased to say that Victorians
understand that. Mr Lenders’s and my constituents will
be grateful for the building of the Monash Children’s,
and I have no doubt they look forward to that coming
online within the agreed times.
Mr Lenders interjected.
Ms CROZIER — The Monash Children’s may
actually have an IT system. It will not be forgotten, like
it was with the Royal Children’s Hospital. We are
looking at what is needed for the proper functioning of
a hospital.
I want to make a point about targets in emergency
departments, and this is fairly obvious for workers in
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emergency departments. The federal target of 4 hours to
get people in and out of an emergency department is in
many instances completely unrealistic, and quite
frankly it is unfair on those workers who move people
through emergency departments. That target showed a
lack of understanding by the former federal
government, which did not fully understand or
appreciate the complexities of what occurs in an
emergency department. Many emergency departments
have had to meet that target to get various bonuses or
whatever they needed, but unfortunately it has put them
under enormous pressure.
The statistics for emergency department patients
regarding length of stay greater than 24 hours have
improved greatly over a number of years. I will look at
hospitals in the area that Mr Lenders and I represent. At
the Alfred hospital in 2005–06 there were 687 patients
with a length of stay greater than 24 hours; in 2006–07
there were 418; in 2007–08, 300; in 2008–09, 727; in
2009–10, 11; in 2010–11, zero; in 2011–12, zero; and
in 2012–13, zero. At the Monash Medical Centre in
2005–06 there were 13 patients; in 2006–07, zero; in
2007–08, 79; in 2010–11, zero; in 2011–12, 11; and in
2012–13, 2. At Sandringham Hospital in 2005–06 there
were 48 patients; in 2006–07, 32; in 2007–08, 9; in
2008–09, 2; in 2009–10, 2; in 2010–11, 1; in 2011–12,
zero; and in 2012–13, zero. These are significant
improvements in the data that is available. Statewide in
2005–06 there were 4852 patients; when we came to
government in 2010–11 there were 1877; in 2011–12,
1799; and in 2012–13, 2088.
Those statistics show that there are improvements
within emergency department transfers. Many
initiatives are being undertaken, and again I commend
the Stripp task force for undertaking work with various
emergency departments to get better outcomes for
patients.
Paragraph (7) of Mr Jennings’s motion mentions a
recent survey by nurses into available beds. I cannot
recall whether he explained how many nurses there
were, where they were or how that survey was
conducted. He mentioned corroboration of national
reports and that the number of Victorian hospital beds
has gone down. Members have to understand that when
we came to government the appropriate starting point
for measuring an increase in hospital beds was quite
different. When we were elected there were a number
of beds, but bed numbers are not static. They go up and
down, and they always have. In busy winter months,
when there is an increase in the number of patients with
the flu, the number of hospital beds needs to be
increased. When there are quieter times, beds will
close. That has always been the case. Health services
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need to manage those beds, and it is too simplistic to
say that bed numbers should stay the same and that they
are fixed. Members need to understand how that works.
The government is committed to delivering hospital
beds. The Australian Hospital Statistics 2011–12 report
demonstrated that the average available bed count in
Victorian public hospitals rose from 13 186 in 2009–10
to 13 370 in 2011–12, which is an increase of 184 beds.
I know Mr Jennings had that big rant and said that
government members were — —
Mr Lenders — He was very measured.
Ms CROZIER — He was quite condescending,
actually, and patronising.
This is a nonsense motion. I know that there is a
longstanding procedure to never amend an opposition
motion, but if I were to amend it I would move:
That all the words after ‘That’ be omitted with the view of
inserting in their place —
‘this house —
(1) condemns the opposition for bringing a baseless
motion into the house attacking the Minister for
Health which diminishes themselves and this
house;
(2) strongly supports the Minister for Health,
Mr David Davis, MLC, noting —
(a) improvements in the Victorian health system
since 2010;
(b) the admission by the Leader of the
Opposition, Mr Daniel Andrews, MP, that
while in government prior to December 2010
he and Labor failed to plan for the growth of
Victoria, quoted in the Herald Sun on
4 December 2010 stating, “I think it’s fair to
say that in the face of unprecedented growth,
we struggled to keep up … I think we could
have done more, we could have done better”;
(c) the flawed record of Mr Andrews which
consists of systematic data manipulation of
health data and statistics;
(d) Labor’s botched merger of the ambulance
service and failing to properly resource
Ambulance Victoria; and
(e) Labor’s failure to build the Monash
Children’s hospital despite knowing for eight
years it was needed, to build the Royal
Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital and to plan
and build Bendigo Hospital of a sufficient
capacity;
(3) condemns Victorian Labor for its failure to stand
up for Victorians when the former federal Labor
government cut funding to Victorian hospitals from
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December 2012 by voting in this chamber to
support the cut;
(4) supports the coalition government’s record of
$14.3 billion in health funding, which is $2 billion
greater than what it was under Mr Andrews; and
(5) supports the massive $4.5 billion health capital
works program currently under way, including
hospitals that Labor failed to build in metropolitan
and country Victoria’.

They are the facts and that is what this government has
done in three years. When we came into government
we had to fix those problems that were highlighted to
us, that were disclosed and that were unfortunately
discovered. Some of those health workers were put
under great stress and strain. Health services would
have had to close down if they could not, for instance,
have had their Christmas and New Year holiday pay.
That would not have done anything for the Victorian
community.
In conclusion, I will not be supporting Mr Jennings’s
motion. It is flawed in all of those elements. I have
pointed out why. I again congratulate the coalition
government on the delivery of health services and the
continuing work it is doing in health on behalf of the
Victorian community.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — After
almost eight years of being in this Parliament I feel like
I have listened to this debate roughly 12 times. It was
one that happened on a number of occasions when the
government was in opposition, when basically the same
things were said about the Labor government. The
problem is that we are now three years into this
government and there are serious problems.
Some things were inherited from the previous
government, and there are clearly projects that were
never carried out, such as the Western Hospital
emergency room. Because I am somewhat accident
prone — I have broken an ankle, I have broken a finger,
I have done all kinds of things — I am a bit of a regular
at the Western Hospital emergency room. It has
fantastic staff and the most disgusting building of any
hospital I have ever seen. It should have been
redeveloped under Labor, but this government has been
here for three years. What about fixing Western
Hospital? What about the expansion of Sunshine
Hospital? It is clear that with growth in the outer west,
medical facilities that are currently there are not coping.
There needs to be a major expansion. Maybe that is
something the government should be talking about as
well.
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Let us have a look at the other things that are
happening. One thing that really concerns me is the
ideological hatred of unions that is coming from this
government. Let us look at a few examples. Of course
there was the nurses dispute. Then there was the dispute
with the medical physicists, a dispute that the
government would not resolve with a fairly small
workforce of, as I understand it, about 40 people.
Rather than resolving it, the government was using
fly-in, fly-out medical physicists to travel from New
South Wales to Traralgon because they no longer had a
medical physicist there. These are the people who
calibrate various X-ray machines, magnetic resonance
imaging machines et cetera. In New South Wales they
were being paid $35 000 more a year. The government
would not settle with a very small group of workers
because, as far as this government is concerned, you
have got to drive the unions into the ground.
There is also the current ambulance dispute. How much
longer do we have to go on with the government
completely intransigent on the issue of negotiating with
the ambulance union? I do not see any progress in this
dispute, which has been going on for months and
months. Clearly there is a major problem that this
government will not deal with. This is about a
pathological hatred of unions. The government does not
understand that people have rights to decent pay and
decent conditions. Whenever you voice these kinds of
concerns in this Parliament it is all about, ‘You are
taking orders from your masters’. The Greens do not
have any masters in the unions. We support them
because we think their claims are justified.
Mr Jennings in his contribution talked about the issue
with ambulances in particular, and I appreciate the fact
that he acknowledged that there was a problem under
the previous government. But he also pointed out quite
clearly the extraordinary number of hours that
ambulances are now ramping at hospitals. Is that a
system that is working well? Is that a minister who is
dealing with these issues well? I do not think so.
Yesterday I asked the minister a question about
heatwaves, and I found his response interesting. I will
quote from what he said so I am not misrepresenting
him:
I do not necessarily accept that these events will be occurring
in the way the member has outlined and, as I said …
…
… I think there are heatwaves from time to time and they are
dealt with. But I think it is important that the esoteric debate
about climate change is not confused in this way.
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If a health minister who is dealing with heatwaves —
and the fact is that people die during heatwaves — is a
climate change denier and does not believe that
heatwaves are going to happen anymore, they cannot
set up the mechanisms by which they can deal with
them.
Maybe the minister could read from the Victorian
Climate Change Adaptation Plan on this issue, which
states:
CSIRO and Bureau of Meteorology projections for future
climate indicate that the average number of days over
35 degrees centigrade in Melbourne may increase from
9 days in 1990, to 11–13 days … by 2030 …

The Greens are not saying this; it is the Bureau of
Meteorology and CSIRO. If he cannot plan for this
because he refuses to acknowledge that there is a
problem, does that mean he cannot do his job as health
minister?
Many of the things Mr Jennings has said today are quite
reasonable. The motion and debate are reasonable
because they are about all the things we see currently
not working in the health system. It is time that the
minister acknowledged that there is a problem and got
on with the job rather than blaming the unions and the
previous federal government — blaming this person,
blaming that person. He should have a serious look at
what is happening in health and fix it — now.
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — I rise to
join this debate. In doing so I will make an observation.
This is a motion of no confidence in the minister, which
is a particularly serious motion in this house. In his
motion Mr Jennings outlined seven sound reasons for
this house not having confidence in the minister. I open
with a broad discussion of what is expected from a
health minister and, in that context, why this house
should not have confidence in this Minister for Health.
The starting point, whether it be from the minister
himself or from Ms Crozier, who stoically accepted the
barrister’s brief to defend the indefensible in the house
today — —
Mr Jennings — She’s no Robert Richter.
Mr LENDERS — No Robert Richter, no. The first
thing you would hope from a minister is that they have
some vision, some passion and some view as to how to
improve the system. In the end if you come to
government and the best you can do after three years
and two months is extend a litany of blaming someone
else for a system, it begs the question, why are you
even in the job?
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From what we have heard through this entire debate it
is as if the minister has gone back 20 or more years in
his life to when he was an undergraduate student
politician in university and it was all about debating,
criticising others and finding blame. The central
premise in all this is that this is a health system that is
big — depending on how you measure between the two
departments, it is either the biggest or the second
biggest expenditure item in the state of Victoria — but
more significantly, it delivers key services to hundreds
of thousands of Victorians on a regular basis. The
central and driving point surely must be that the role of
the minister is to deliver the services, improve and
enhance the services, make them better services and
have some empathy for the people who use those
services.
In the debate today we have heard statistics mentioned.
Mrs Peulich was interjecting during Mr Jennings’s
contribution saying, ‘Don’t talk about inputs, don’t talk
about inputs, don’t talk about inputs’, and then
Ms Crozier got up and talked about inputs, inputs and
inputs. Nowhere in that was there empathy. Nowhere in
that was there a discussion about there being people
who are in pain and who are waiting in ramped
ambulances trying to get access to services in the
emergency department at Frankston Hospital, in the
emergency department at Monash Medical Centre, in
the emergency department at Sunshine Hospital, in the
emergency department at — and we could insert other
hospitals. There has not been a discussion of things
being tough, that they should be better, that this is how
we can make them better and that this is what we want
to do. Even in the opening remarks of Ms Crozier’s
contribution to the debate, she had within about
2 minutes turned the discussion to what the health
statistics in Victoria were in 2009.
As Mr Leane so often brings up in this house, if we go
back to November 2010 and look at what was on the
how-to-vote cards handed out at every polling booth in
this state, we see that an item listed on those cards was
that 800 new hospital beds would be delivered in
Victoria, including 100 in the first full year of a
coalition government. I have paraphrased the Liberal
Party how-to-vote card. However, that was the
commitment.
Mr Jennings very eloquently and dispassionately went
through the data from the Australian Institute of Health
and Welfare, which is on the public record. There are
figures from the 2011–12 financial year, and there are
figures from the 2010–11 financial year. What we see is
that in 2011–12, which was the first full year of this
government, there were 13 218 average acute beds. I
am using that as a statistic, but I will get to how that
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affects people. That was down from 13 254 the
previous year. I raise this not because it is a statistic, but
because this government went out to the electorate and
said, ‘Our measure of how we are going to make this
health system better for citizens of the state who want
action, for citizens of the state who want treatment, for
citizens of the state who want assistance when they
need it, will be the increase in hospital beds’.
The one bit of objective data that is not locked away in
the minister’s man safe or hidden from the public —
objective data — actually shows that the number of
hospital beds has gone down. That in itself is a
problem. If there were a good reason for that, if there
were a debate around that and the minister was open
and transparent about it, my view on whether or not we
should have confidence in him might be different. But
there has been denial. From day one there has not been
an acknowledgement of any of that; from day one we
have heard that there has to be somebody else to blame.
This characterises how this minister operates as a
minister. I will articulate the pattern that we find here.
The starting point, if we go to service delivery, is that
for people in pain who need a service — whether it be
something as basic as a hip replacement, which people
queue up for in hospitals, or something far more
immediate, like an emergency department admission;
no matter what it is — the problems have not been
addressed by the addition of 800 new beds. The
problems have been made worse by, amongst other
things, the $826 million in cuts over three budgets from
this government that have resulted in our emergency
departments being clogged up and an increase in those
on the waiting lists. Rather than addressing this, the
government always finds someone else to blame.
The historical fact is that the now Leader of the
Opposition, Daniel Andrews, was the Minister for
Health for three years. David Davis has been the
Minister for Health for three years, but whenever there
is a discussion about where the health system is now, it
is as if the last three years never happened. This
minister’s focus is perpetually on the three years before
that. There is always someone else to blame. I
remember quite clearly when this minister came into
this house boasting of how he had sacked the
ambulance board, employed a new board, made the
ambulance system his own and had fixed the problem.
Now, after three years, what do we see? It is a bit
strange to be blaming someone else for this when the
minister took the ambulance service as his own. He
sacked the board and made it his own, and yet today we
find an ambulance service where the minister cannot
even negotiate with his own workforce. We have a
minister who has politicised this matter beyond end.
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Again, we see that the minister is incapable of even
negotiating with the workforce. As he did with the
nurses and as he is doing with the ambulance
employees, he demonises the workforce and its elected
representatives and he uses the power of government to
add to that propaganda war. To deal with the current
situation where almost $500 000 has been spent on
government advertising to deal with an enterprise
bargaining agreement for a small workforce, if the
minister’s objective — and it would be a laudable
objective — is to communicate with the members, it
would not be rocket science to actually send them all a
letter; there are not a lot of them. As Mr Jennings said
to the minister yesterday in his question without notice,
$450 000 would actually get three or more mobile
intensive care ambulances in ambulance stations across
Victoria today. But in the so-called interests of
communicating with ambulance employees, this
minister has actually chosen to communicate with
ambulance employees and 5.3 million other people
when a letter to a few thousand people would have
equally got his message out.
The minister’s spin and inattention to detail is
fascinating. If members were to look at today’s notice
paper they would see that notice of motion 534 calls on
the federal government to reverse cuts that were
reversed a year ago, or almost a year ago.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Aged-care facilities
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Ageing. In recent months
the minister has continually claimed that his
government’s privatisation agenda relates to the
1000-plus beds in the metropolitan Melbourne area
alone. How does he explain the licences for
129 aged-care approved places out for tender at the
moment by Ballarat Health Services?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Ageing) — We
have discussed aged care many times in this chamber,
and Ms Mikakos has asked a series of questions about
aged care over a lengthy period of time. The reality is
that the government is prepared to look at options that
come forward from our health services and others to see
a better outcome for people in metropolitan Melbourne,
particularly aged-care residents and particularly in
terms of capital support for those services.
In country Victoria the government has a very different
attitude in terms of options because there are fewer
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options in country Victoria, particularly in smaller
country towns. I can say that from time to time health
services under all governments make decisions around
aged care and around the configuration of their
services. We have a decentralised system of governance
in Victoria that allows our health services to make their
own decisions, so if a health service is making a
decision of that nature, that would be a matter for it
entirely. I would want to be convinced on any occasion
that it had taken steps that are in the interests of its
community, and I would want to be convinced in
particular that it had taken steps that are in the interests
of any residents involved.
From time to time a health service will seek to upgrade
or change its configuration, and that is perfectly
laudable and predictable. The government has made
significant financial investments, not only into ongoing
support for country services but also into capital
support for country centres. There is a long list of
capital projects that have been funded, whether they be
very large ones like that in Swan Hill, where
$18 million is going in to build more new aged-care
services, or whether it be the small grants that seek to
maintain and improve the capital stock of our aged-care
services.
We have also worked very hard with Leading Age
Services Australia and with the Victorian Healthcare
Association to ensure that the changes made by the last
federal government under the so-called Living Longer
Living Stronger arrangements are actually maximised
for Victorian health-care services and Victorian
aged-care services, including government,
not-for-profit and private. We want to see Victoria get
every cent to which it is entitled, and that may mean
ensuring that the new arrangements are fully explained
to health services and aged-care services across the
state. I pay tribute to the work that Leading Age
Services Australia and the Victorian Healthcare
Association have undertaken in that regard.
Supplementary question
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — It
appears that the minister is actually unaware of the sale
of 129 aged-care licences in Ballarat. If he is going to
be convinced that this is for the benefit of the
communities, then it is incumbent on the minister to be
informed of this and to express a view. The sale of
these licences will diminish the ability of Ballarat
Health Services to meet the growing demand of an
ageing population in the future. Will the minister
provide Ballarat residents with a guarantee that these
licences are going to stay in Ballarat?
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Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Ageing) — It may
come as a surprise to the member, but the federal
government actually runs and regulates aged-care
services. It is responsible for allocating bed licences and
arrangements across the country. Recent rounds — —
Ms Mikakos — It does not run Ballarat Health
Services.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Let us be absolutely clear.
Recent rounds of aged-care licences and aged-care beds
have been distributed throughout Victoria. There is no
particular shortage of aged-care bed licences in the
state. In fact the aged-care bed licences were increased
by the previous federal government, and no doubt that
will continue under the current federal government.
I am confident that Ballarat Health Services is very
focused on delivering outcomes for its community. I
am sure that Ballarat Health Services is focused on
delivering good outcomes for the people of Ballarat. I
have to say that there is a range of aged-care service
provision in and around Ballarat, as I think the member
herself will know, with public, private and
not-for-profit facilities. They form a very balanced
service. There is no evidence of any type that there is a
shortage of aged-care services in Ballarat.

Mobile phone coverage
Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — My question
without notice is for the Minister for Technology, the
Honourable Gordon Rich-Phillips, and it is very
pertinent to summer periods in regional areas. I ask the
minister: what is the Victorian government doing to
ensure improved mobile phone coverage in fire-prone
areas of this state?
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Minister for
Technology) — I thank Mr Koch for his question and
for his interest in what is a very important issue for
rural and regional Victoria — the provision of mobile
phone capacity through those communities, particularly
to deal with the response in emergency situations.
Over the last three years we have seen the coalition
government, through the emergency services portfolio,
undertake an overhaul of emergency response and
warning systems. As a government we recognise that
there is a very important role for mobile
telecommunications to play in supporting those rural
and regional communities by providing access to
emergency services warnings and of course also in
terms of access to telecommunications capability for
day-to-day living and business activities et cetera. In an
emergency environment, like a fire environment, as we
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saw in Victoria last year with the Dereel fires and as we
saw in January this year, we recognise that there is a
very important role for telecommunications to play.
As the house would be aware, the provision of
telecommunications services is a commonwealth
government responsibility, but the Victorian
government has played a key role in getting this issue
on the agenda with the commonwealth. It was the
Premier last year who got the provision of mobile
telecommunications on the Council of Australian
Governments agenda to draw attention at a
commonwealth level to the need to address mobile
black spots throughout rural and regional Victoria as
part of the commonwealth’s program. Unfortunately we
saw very little action from the Gillard government and
then the Rudd government in relation to this. The
Victorian government even offered its fibre assets and
its telecommunications assets to work with the
commonwealth government of the day to leverage off
the assets we as a state own and operate to assist in the
provision of mobile telecommunications throughout
those rural and regional areas where black spots exist,
particularly where addressing those is an imperative for
a fire response. That opportunity was not taken up by
the previous federal government.
Following the election of the Abbott government in
September last year, it committed to the mobile
coverage program, which is a $100 million
commitment to address mobile black spots throughout
rural and regional Australia. Since that program was put
in place the Victorian government has been working
with the commonwealth department and indeed
working at a commonwealth government level to
maximise the opportunities for Victorian communities
under that program. We have been undertaking a
program of identifying black spot shortcomings
throughout rural and regional Victoria, particularly
those which relate to fire-prone communities — areas
such as Dereel, which has already been identified, but
also elsewhere throughout Victoria. We have also been
seeking the input of rural municipalities. We have
asked them to identify their priority areas to feed into
this process. We have indicated — —
Mr Somyurek — You have also asked for
coinvestment.
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS — I take up the
interjection from Mr Somyurek about coinvestment.
The Victorian government has indicated to the
commonwealth that it is willing to make the
telecommunications assets that the state operates, such
as the fibre network and the communications towers,
available as part of that program to ensure that mobile
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phone coverage is extended as broadly as possible
across Victoria. We are working with the
commonwealth to maximise its new program to cover
mobile black spots across Victoria. We are identifying
those shortcomings in the existing network. We are
working with the commonwealth to maximise the
opportunities under that commonwealth program. We
see telecommunications in rural Victoria as incredibly
important, and we are working to build a better
Victoria. We are working with the commonwealth and
working with those communities to deliver better
telecommunications.

East–west link
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My question is
to the Minister for Planning in his capacity as the
minister representing the Minister for Roads, who is
responsible for the administration of the Major
Transport Projects Facilitation Act 2009. The
Department of Health submission to the east–west
project assessment committee points out that the traffic
volume and noise level estimates for the east–west
tunnel assume that only cars and not trucks use the
tunnel. My question is: why were trucks excluded from
the noise level assessments made for the east–west
tunnel?
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — I am
glad to finally receive another question from
Mr Tee, indeed on a very important issue, which is
the east–west link from the end of the Eastern
Freeway to the Tullamarine Freeway.
Mr Tee — And the noise levels.
Hon. M. J. GUY — I take up that interjection. What
we should all remember — speaking of noise levels —
are the words of former Premier John Brumby about
this project — that is, that it was one of the most
fundamentally important pieces of infrastructure for
Victoria in the future. Who said that? It was John
Brumby. Was he a Liberal Premier? No, he was a
Labor Premier. The previous government’s transport
plan — its own transport initiatives — identified this as
one of the most important pieces of infrastructure.
Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. M. J. GUY — Glass jaw.
Mr Lenders — My point of order, President, relates
to government administration and specifically to
Mr Tee’s question about an area in the purview of the
minister as to what was included in a survey. The
minister’s response is not about his government’s
administration and not about the context of the health
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tests. He is now straying into a debate about the views
of the previous government on the broader project, and
not the specific, tight question asked by Mr Tee. I ask
you to bring him to his government’s administration on
this survey rather than a general debate on the past.
Hon. D. M. Davis — On the point of order,
President, Mr Tee asked about a submission made by
the Department of Health to this process. His question
ought to have more directly been addressed to me.
The PRESIDENT — Order! That may well be the
case, but Mr Tee will have other opportunities in the
course of this question time if he feels that Mr Davis
might also be able to provide an answer on this subject
in which he is interested. In terms of the point of order
by Mr Lenders, I indicate that I cannot uphold it on this
occasion because the remarks that have been made by
the minister provide a context for the project. I do not
believe that it yet represents debate as such, but I know
the minister will be cognisant of the actual question that
was asked with regard to a particular survey and
submission by the Department of Health. He has
3 minutes, and I dare say, having provided context to
the house, he will come to the actual question Mr Tee
raised with him.
Hon. M. J. GUY — Again, I mention the comments
I made at the very start, because it is so important to get
context on this issue. Why is the Labor Party, through
Mr Tee, now asking questions to denigrate a project
that barely three years ago it was in support of? Indeed
Mr Brumby, on 9 December 2008, said in the Age that
this was the missing link. That was from John Brumby
who, with Daniel Andrews, the Leader of the
Opposition and member for Mulgrave in the other
place, was part of the then cabinet that you were a part
of, John Lenders!
The PRESIDENT — Order! For a start, we do not
point at members of the opposition. Remarks need to go
through the Chair, not directly to another member in a
way which is very provocative and likely to lead to
unsavoury remarks as part of an interjection process. I
also point out that, from my perspective, whilst in
answering the question the minister has some licence, I
do not believe that Mr Tee’s question, posed as it was,
sought to denigrate the project. That would be an unfair
description of his question. His question basically
sought information on the submission, and on this
occasion it was not a judgement of the project itself.
You might extrapolate that as being his motive for it,
but that is not what he has put to the house at this point.
Hon. M. J. GUY — You are quite right, President.
Mr Tee asked questions about a submission that
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someone had made. As Mr Davis has rightly pointed
out, the question should have been directed to him in
relation to his ministerial responsibility. As Mr Tee has
said in his question to me in my capacity of
representing the Minister for Roads, Mr Mulder, the
assessment committee will assess submissions. Unless
Mr Tee wants me to go through an advisory committee
to direct a submission, either he is asking quite an odd
question or he does not understand the process of an
external party making a submission which is to be
assessed by the committee, which will then provide
recommendations to me.
Supplementary question
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I directed the
question to the Minister for Planning because he will be
represented before the assessment committee. My
supplementary question is: will the minister take the
opportunity when he is represented before that
assessment committee to produce noise modelling that
reflects the concerns raised by the Department of
Health? As part of his appearance before the
assessment committee, will he present noise modelling
that includes the noise that will be generated by trucks
using the east–west tunnel?
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — It
should be remembered that the Minister for Planning
does not produce evidence. I am not there to produce
noise modelling evidence to an advisory committee that
will then report back to me. The premise of the question
is ridiculous. Others who will appear before the
advisory committee will produce evidence to the
committee. The advisory committee will then provide a
recommendation to me. They are reporting to me. Why
would I produce concocted evidence — —
Mr Tee interjected.
Hon. M. J. GUY — There is no use Mr Tee trying
to interject because he fundamentally stuffed up another
question. I simply say this. Who was it in 2012 who
said that delaying the east–west is not leadership?
Daniel Andrews said that, and believe it or not, he was
right.

Early childhood facilities
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) — My
question is for the Minister for Children and Early
Childhood Development, the Honourable Wendy
Lovell. Can the minister provide an update on the
progress of the recently announced $20 million
children’s capital grants round?
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Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — I thank the member
for his question and his ongoing interest in children’s
infrastructure in Victoria, particularly in his electorate
of Western Metropolitan Region. This is an opportunity
to remind the house that this government has made a
record investment in children’s infrastructure in this
state. Grants totalling $106 million have been made
available to children’s services since the
Baillieu-Napthine government was elected in 2010.
In our last grant round, the $20 million grant round, we
had a great response from applicants. This latest round
has a new category of minor infrastructure grants of up
to $10 000. Local members have had the pleasure of
announcing those grants during the last week. There
were 87 services across Victoria that benefited from
these grants, which total $727 165. Projects included
extending the size of rooms, improving storage and
improving outdoor areas, amongst other things. The
grants will fund $1 280 000 worth of work, with a
contribution of $555 168 from local communities. This
shows that early childhood infrastructure is a true
partnership between this government, local government
and community groups throughout Victoria.
The successful applicants for major grants will be
announced later this year, but in this latest grant round,
of the 87 that were announced for minor infrastructure I
know that in Mr Elsbury’s electorate, Western
Metropolitan Region, he had the pleasure of
announcing three grants worth nearly $30 000 in
Strathmore, Footscray and Ascot Vale. In Northern
Metropolitan Region, the Kinder King, Craig
Ondarchie, announced 12 grants worth $79 414 in areas
including Bundoora, Glenroy, Mill Park, Fitzroy and
Richmond, amongst many other kindergartens in that
area.
In Southern Metropolitan Region, the electorate of
Mrs Peulich and Mr Rich-Phillips, we saw six grants
totalling $49 523 in areas such as Hampton Park,
Carrum Downs, Oakleigh South and Frankston,
amongst others. In Eastern Victoria Region, the
electorate of Ed O’Donohue and the new member as of
tomorrow, there were two grants: one in Sassafras,
which was a great result for that community, and one in
Upwey. In Western Victoria Region the local members,
David Koch, Simon Ramsay and David O’Brien,
received grants throughout that region, including Lara,
Ballarat and many other areas. In my own area,
Northern Metropolitan Region, Mooroopna and Long
Gully were recipients of grants, but grants were also
announced in Benalla, Murray Valley, Benambra and
Mildura. These grants are providing real outcomes for
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children in Victoria as part of this government’s record
investment in children’s infrastructure.

Offender GPS monitoring
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My question is
to the Minister for Corrections. I refer to the coalition’s
2010 election commitment to track convicted arsonists
using GPS technology. This commitment was
reannounced in November 2012, and at the budget
estimates hearing last year the minister spoke of
world-leading technology that had been procured
through a robust process. Can the minister tell the house
how many convicted arsonists are being tracked by
GPS technology?
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for
Corrections) — I welcome the opportunity to respond
to this question from Mr Tee. The use of technology to
track sex offenders, violent criminals and arsonists is
very important. The government had a clear policy
prior to the last election to introduce the use of GPS
technology. Soon after I became the minister in April I
announced a successful contract for the deployment of
GPS technology. I am very pleased that the GPS
technology is now available for sex offenders. Indeed,
all the residents of Corella Place are tracked by GPS
technology.
We have made GPS technology available to the courts
when they are making community correction orders,
and we have also made GPS technology available as a
tool to the Adult Parole Board of Victoria. In addition
to the toughening of the parole system, in addition to
the changes to and reforms of sentencing and in
addition to the community correction order, we have
provided the courts and the adult parole board with the
tool of GPS technology which they can deploy as a
condition of a community correction order or an adult
parole board grant of parole. I do not second-guess the
courts and I do not second-guess the adult parole board.
Mr Lenders interjected.
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE — I take up the
interjection from Mr Lenders that somehow the
government directs the adult parole board or directs
the courts on what to do. Clearly, just as Mr Tee
does not understand how the planning system
operates, despite being a former Parliamentary
Secretary for Justice — —
Mr Lenders — On a point of order, President, on
the question of answering a specific question in the
corrections portfolio — —
Mr Drum interjected.
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Mr Lenders — My point of order is that there was a
specific question to the Minister for Corrections on the
corrections system. For him to reflect on a member of
the opposition’s knowledge of another portfolio area is
clearly debating the question. I ask you to ask the
minister to cease debating and to answer the question
on his portfolio.
Mr Drum — On the point of order, President, if any
member in this house wishes to interject during a
minister’s answer, then they need to understand that
with that will come the opportunity for the minister to
reflect on that interjection. That is all that took place
here.
Hon. D. M. Davis — On the point of order,
President, the minister is entitled to reflect on errors or
confusions in the question and misunderstanding by the
asker of the question. In this case the asker of the
question is a former parliamentary secretary and the
minister is entitled to reflect that he is surprised that
such a former parliamentary secretary would not
understand basic things about the justice system.
The PRESIDENT — Order! On the point of order,
in this case the area of corrections and responsibilities
under corrections that the minister has jurisdiction over
are closely linked to the legal system, for which the
Attorney-General has responsibility. The minister’s
proposition to this house that in fact the member asking
the question might well have understood that
relationship and perhaps asked the question in a
different way is a relevant contribution by the minister
in his response to this answer. I am not keen to hear the
minister continue along that line much further in terms
of debating the matter, but his remarks are apposite in
responding to the question on this occasion.
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE — In responding to
Mr Tee’s question, both the adult parole board when
issuing a grant of parole or considering whether to issue
a grant of parole and the courts when determining the
appropriate conditions to impose when making an order
for a community correction order can impose GPS
monitoring on an arsonist.
The government has delivered on its commitment to the
Victorian people as part of a broader suite of reforms.
As the Attorney-General and I have said, we have
abolished Labor’s hotchpotch of orders — their
confusing, illogical list of orders — and replaced them
with a broad, single, flexible community correction
order that empowers the courts to make appropriate
orders in individual circumstances, and that includes
GPS monitoring for arsonists. The government is very
proud of the reforms it has made in this area. We have
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provided the courts and the adult parole board with the
appropriate tools when considering what orders to
make in relation to arsonists.
Supplementary question
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My question
was: can the minister tell us how many are currently
being tracked by GPS technology? Can the minister
confirm that there are in fact no convicted arsonists
being tracked using GPS technology?
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for
Corrections) — I can confirm that Mr Tee is incorrect. I
understand that there are a number of people who are
the subject of the Serious Sex Offenders (Detention and
Supervision) Act 2009 who are GPS monitored and
also have a history of arson, so Mr Tee is incorrect.

Prisons
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — My question is
also to the Minister for Corrections, Ed O’Donohue,
and I ask: can the minister inform the house as to the
measures the coalition government has introduced to
increase capacity in Victorian prisons?
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for
Corrections) — This government has been absolutely
clear about its commitment to community safety and
reforming the system inherited from Labor. We have
the 1700 additional police that are being recruited,
trained and deployed; the 940 protective services
officers that are being deployed on our railway stations;
the reform to sentencing that I addressed in part in
response to the question from Mr Tee; the new
community correction order; the additional community
corrections officers; changes to sentences to better
reflect community expectations; and the important
changes this government has made to the parole
system, following some tragic and heinous crimes that
the Victorian community and members of this place are
all too familiar with. We have toughened the parole
system so that now it is the toughest in Australia.
All this has been done in the context of Labor’s gross
and wilful neglect of the corrections system. Since we
came to government we have been addressing this
neglect. We have been investing in the corrections
system. In each of our three budgets we have made new
investments in the corrections system.
As we all understand, the previous government was
told on three separate occasions — these are not my
words but the words of the Auditor-General — to
commit to a new prison because the lead time for new
complex infrastructure such as a prison is significant.
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Labor failed. We have responded to that challenge and
have committed to the new Ravenhall prison, a
1000-bed prison in Melbourne’s west, which is well on
track to be completed in late 2017.
We know that, in the great tradition of Labor, they
cannot manage money and they cannot manage
projects. The one project in the corrections system that
Labor did commit to was the expansion of the Ararat
prison project. What happened to that? It fell over.
They botched it. They cannot manage money and they
cannot manage projects.
Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE — That project is now
back on track. It should have been completed in late
2012. It fell over. This government has it back on track
and it is contracted to be completed late this year.
In that context, the coalition government has taken
decisive steps to provide additional capacity to the
corrections system. Since coming to government,
931 new beds have been added to the system and there
are approximately 2500 in the pipeline. Those opposite
may scoff at that investment, but in the coalition we
understand that not only is additional prison capacity
important to the corrections system, but it is also a great
economic generator, particularly in country
communities. I was very pleased to visit Dhurringile
Prison together with Ms Lovell and Mrs Millar and the
then Acting Premier, Mr Ryan, to inspect the
relocatable accommodation that has been deployed to
that prison; there were 50 units and 100 additional beds.
It is the same form of accommodation used in Western
Australia, South Australia and New Zealand.
On that day Mr Jennings, on behalf of the Labor Party,
told a media conference that tougher sentencing and
parole should only be introduced where there is enough
prison capacity. The cat is out of the bag! In his
comments Mr Jennings has flagged that Labor will roll
back parole reforms, roll back sentencing reforms and
wait for additional prison capacity to come on-stream.
Prison capacity will be coming on-stream at a later time
because of Labor’s incompetence. Labor is now going
to use that incompetence as a justification for rolling
back the reforms of the coalition government.

Flagstaff Partners
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — My question
is for the Minister for Liquor and Gaming Regulation.
Can the minister confirm that Flagstaff Partners, which
was paid $214 000 for 15 days of advice to
government, provided advice on the gambling tax
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increases announced in December, including the
increase applicable to Crown Casino?
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — The Treasurer, Mr O’Brien, is
responsible for those matters. Mr Rich-Phillips
represents the Treasurer in this place.
Supplementary question
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — The Minister
for Liquor and Gaming Regulation is the minister
responsible for gambling regulation which clearly
engages issues around revenue from gambling. In fact
this minister frequently refers to revenue from licence
fees in this place in his capacity as the minister for
gambling regulation, and indeed he mentions revenues
from the electronic gaming machines auction in this
place. With your forbearance, President, I would like to
direct my supplementary question to the minister and
ask if he could perhaps confirm instead that Flagstaff
Partners acts as an adviser to Echo Entertainment
Group.
Hon. D. M. Davis — On a point of order, President,
the initial question was out of order; it was addressed to
the wrong minister. Therefore the supplementary
question cannot be asked.
Mr Jennings — On the point of order, President,
you have already heard Ms Pulford refer to matters
related to revenue that the minister has commented on
as being within the scope of his portfolio responsibility.
Ms Pulford is using that as a precedent to assume that
her question is valid and should be answered by this
minister who has drawn himself into this area of
responsibility.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Firstly, I indicate that
the original question was not out of order as such in
terms of the processes of the house. Whether or not the
minister felt that it lay within his jurisdiction is quite
another matter, and the minister has suggested that it is
not part of his jurisdiction. I am quite happy to have
Ms Pulford pursue her supplementary question on the
basis that she has put some explanation to the house as
to why she directed the matter to this minister.
I believe it is fair for Ms Pulford to put the question in
the context of ministers who at other times refer to
revenue and expenditure within their departments that
is relevant to their responsibilities, in this case with
respect to gaming machine revenues. I am not sure that
it is totally outside the scope of the minister’s
responsibility to respond to this question in the house,
because I would expect that a minister should have an
awareness of revenue levels and trends and so forth as
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part of the governance of the gambling networks. That
does not mean that the minister is necessarily
specifically required to provide information particularly
on current revenue that would only be available to the
Treasurer or perhaps the Assistant Treasurer.
To that extent the minister is quite able to suggest to the
house that if the member wishes to pursue further
information, perhaps she needs to redirect her question
to someone else. But I certainly think she is entitled to a
supplementary question, and her explanation as to why
she has directed it to this minister is relevant in terms of
today’s proceedings. I ask Ms Pulford to put her
supplementary question.
Ms PULFORD — Can the minister confirm that
Flagstaff Partners also act as advisers to Echo
Entertainment Group, Crown Casino’s principal
competitor, and does that not amount to a significant
conflict of interest?
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — I welcome the opportunity to
clarify this matter through the supplementary question.
Ms Pulford is correct that at times I have reflected on
the Auditor-General’s report on the $3 billion of lost
revenue from the previous government’s botched and
bungled auction process. It was one of the biggest
financial disasters in Victoria’s history. It is true that I
often provide information to the house on expenditure
from electronic gaming machines. Indeed I have
provided the house with much information about the
impact of the removal of ATMs, for example, from
gaming venues. But Ms Pulford’s question is fairly and
squarely related to a taxation measure, a measure which
was announced by the Treasurer in his budget update. It
is a matter for which the Treasurer has responsibility
and for which Mr Rich-Phillips is the responsible
minister in this place.

Teachers
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question is for the Minister responsible for the Teaching
Profession, Mr Hall. Can the minister inform the house
of any recent initiatives that will better prepare
university graduates for the teaching profession?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister responsible for the
Teaching Profession) — I thank Mrs Crozier for her
question and her interest in teacher education. One of
the first tasks I undertook when I was assigned
responsibility for the teaching profession was to launch
the School Centres for Teaching Excellence. There
were seven such centres created; some were launched at
the end of 2010 and others in early 2011. These are
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unique partnerships between six Victorian universities
and seven clusters of schools scattered around the state.
That initiative promoted a close working partnership
between the school clusters and universities in terms of
training teachers, enabling the universities and the
schools to interact and ensuring that the pre-service
training being delivered to the teachers was appropriate
for the schools and the school communities in which
they were gaining that particular experience.
Over the last couple of years that particular program
has received very positive evaluation. This government
has recently committed $1.6 million to extend those
School Centres for Teaching Excellence into 12 new
Teaching Academies for Professional Practice. I am
pleased to say that the seven existing School Centres
for Teaching Excellence will form part of the 12 new
academies, and invitations for other clusters of schools
to participate in this program have now been officially
called for. I welcome feedback from schools across the
state.
Last Friday I visited Point Cook Senior Secondary
College and met with the school principal, Greg
Sperling, and others. Point Cook is part of a cluster
involving in total four or five schools that are working
with Victorian universities under one of these particular
models. The feedback we received on this particular
initiative was very positive. I met with some of those
who have been involved in the program over the last
few years. There is no doubt that this close working
partnership between universities and schools has led to
a fertile recruiting ground for the schools themselves as
the pre-service teachers have been practising in those
schools, have demonstrated their value and have gone
on in many cases to be employed by that school as a
teacher.
I particularly mention two teachers I met because I was
most impressed with their abilities, their enthusiasms
and their endorsement of this program. Peter Wilson is
undertaking his first year of full employment at the
school. He took a rather circuitous route to get to
teaching; it has taken him six years. He spent some time
doing TAFE programs, which he articulated into some
higher education programs, before eventually becoming
a teacher. His excitement at teaching for the first time
really filled me with a lot of enthusiasm as well, and his
infectious nature points to a wonderful career ahead of
him in teaching, and that was endorsed by his principal,
Greg Sperling.
The other young teacher I spoke to was Ross Hunter.
Ross also did not immediately leave school to
undertake pre-service teacher training but had
experience in other areas before training to become a
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teacher. Ross was a contract teacher last year and this
year he has a permanent position at the school, teaching
in the areas of English and humanities. His attitude to
his future career suggested that he will be an
outstanding teacher into the future. These are a couple
of the people I had the opportunity to meet, and they
filled me with confidence that we are on the right track
with the establishment of these new academies of
teaching practice, something which I again encourage
other schools to get involved with.

Swinburne University of Technology
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My question
is to the Minister for Higher Education and Skills,
Mr Hall. I refer him to an answer that he gave in
question time yesterday, where he stated that
expressions of interest for the now empty Swinburne
University of Technology Lilydale site will be
conditional on that particular land and those buildings
being zoned for educational use. Can the minister
confirm, given the interest of the Shire of Yarra Ranges
around this particular building and land, that ordinary
council activities, including housing the CEO’s office,
the manager of the dog catchers, the manager of the
local roads or the manager of garbage collection, cannot
occur in an educational zone?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I am happy to have a go at answering the
question. Perhaps it would be more appropriately
directed to the Minister for Planning, who could give
some definitive views on what is allowed and what is
not allowed in particular planning areas. Let me repeat
what I said yesterday to clarify my answer to the
question. The entirety of that land has educational
zoning applied to it. Expressions of interest are being
sought for sale or lease of the site with that education
zoning being applied to it. The Minister for Planning
might be able to help us out, but if it says educational, I
would not think that rubbish collection would be
considered an educational use. I would have thought
that there would probably need to be a planning zone
change if garbage collection was to be located as an
industry on that particular site.
Supplementary question
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — To be
100 per cent clear, and taking into account the
minister’s brief interaction with the planning minister
and the nodding of heads, if the Shire of Yarra Ranges
puts in an expression of interest on those particular
buildings at the Swinburne Lilydale site, and if that
expression of interest includes a couple of rooms for
training that will be classed as education but also
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houses other activities such as the CEO’s office, all the
managers officers, all the people that participate in the
day-to-day work of a council, will that particular
expression of interest be rejected because of the
educational zoning?
The PRESIDENT — Order! I am a little concerned
about the nature of this question and the capacity of the
minister to provide an answer to the house. I am
mindful of his initial remarks in his answer to the
substantive question. Nevertheless, the minister has
been in this place for many years and is a very
competent minister, so I will let him have a shot at it.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — One of the things that I know Swinburne
University of Technology is particularly concerned
about is ensuring that the process that has being applied
to the future use of this land is one of the utmost
integrity and that people can have confidence that the
process is proper. For that reason it has appointed a
probity auditor to oversee the whole process, and as
such I have confidence that the determination and
future use of that site will be undertaken with the
utmost probity and responsibility that should be
exercised on a matter of this nature. Therefore I will not
respond to the hypothetical ‘what if’ because — —
Mr Leane — It’s not a hypothetical.
Hon. P. R. HALL — It is a hypothetical because
the question you asked was ‘what if this contained’, and
I am not prepared to speculate on those hypothetical
situations. But I can give an assurance that the land is
being offered for expressions of interest for sale or
lease, with educational zoning on it, and my understand
of planning law is that any such change in activity
would require changes to the planning scheme.
Questions interrupted.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The PRESIDENT — Order! I take this opportunity
to note that a former member of this place, George Cox,
is in the gallery today. We welcome him back to this
place, and I look forward to seeing him at lunch.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Questions resumed.

Illegal tobacco
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Eastern
Metropolitan) — My question without notice is to the
Minister for Health. Can the minister advise the house
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what action the government is taking to crack down on
dangerous illegal tobacco, given that yesterday was
World Cancer Day?
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workers. It ought to be prepared to renounce those
votes and renounce that money if it is serious about
tobacco control. How many of you had an Australian
Workers Union worker on your preselection panel?

Mr Lenders — And in relation to Philip Morris.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I will
come to that in a minute. The member is right.
Yesterday was World Cancer Day, which is an
important day and an opportunity to indicate that the
government is very serious about tackling the challenge
of cancer. In Victoria the five-year survival rate has
reached a record high of 66 per cent over several
decades, which is an increase from 47 per cent in 1985.
It is a good story of improvement in cancer outcomes
under several governments.
Importantly, World Cancer Day is an occasion to
highlight what is being done in Victoria, including the
cancer agency and its work, the $14.9 million annually
that is available to fund the activities of the cancer
agency and of course the $1 billion Victorian
Comprehensive Cancer Centre that is fast progressing. I
invite members to either go onto the webcam and see
quarter-hour refreshers of progress on that site, or to
look at the site itself as they drive past.
Victoria is hoping to not only build and bolster its
activities in this area with physical infrastructure but to
support biotechnology and medical research through its
13 major research institutes and 7 major teaching
hospitals and also the 23rd World Cancer Congress
coming to Melbourne in December 2014. That is being
supported by the government and will bring more than
2000 delegates, including clinicians, practitioners,
agencies of various types and researchers to Victoria. It
is an important event.
The government is also strongly aware of the need to
continue tobacco control measures, and I was pleased to
announce that the government will quadruple the fines
for those who sell illegal tobacco. Illegal tobacco is a
growing problem, although I do not believe it is on the
scale that is suggested by a number of companies that
have put out research, but nonetheless it is a significant
problem. Any form of tobacco that is sold ought to be
regulated and controlled. It is important to understand
that illegal tobacco often contains impurities and may
well be a health hazard in and of itself, beyond the
normal level of challenge that comes from tobacco.
Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I hear the interjection from
the member opposite, and I note that the Labor Party
still has tobacco unions giving it money — the
Australian Workers Union — and indeed it has voting
on its preselection panels for those who are tobacco

The PRESIDENT — Order! The minister is clearly
debating rather than responding to Mr Dalla-Riva’s
question and venturing into areas of another party’s
internal processes, which is something that I have
shown a disinclination to allow in this place. I accept
that the minister was clearly provoked by a number of
interjections about the affairs of the Liberal Party and
funding that perhaps might be derived from some of the
tobacco companies. Therefore I understand why he has
ventured where he has, but I have heard enough of that
and suggest the minister return to the substantive part of
his answer.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I welcome the Prime
Minister’s announcement that the Liberal Party will not
take donations, and I have indicated that we will stick
with that. I certainly support it. President, you will
understand why I think it is time that the Labor Party
took some steps in that direction too, which would
remove any influence on it.
Having said that, I will return to the direct question that
was asked of me, and I indicate that the Trident task
force has an important role. It is comprised of Victoria
Police, the Australian Federal Police, the Australian
Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre, the tax office
and a number of other agencies and is involved in
seizing and destroying illicit tobacco. I was pleased to
join with it in announcing the $67 million worth of
tobacco that was seized — a massive warehouse that
will be destroyed, and I welcome that. The government
is prepared to make it clear to retailers that sell illegal
tobacco that there will be a quadrupling of fines. We
are serious about tobacco control, and this is one aspect
in the long series of steps to reduce tobacco harm.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I have
answers to the following questions on notice: 8484,
8993, 9016, 9532, 9533, 9584, 9811–29, 9840, 9845,
9853–5, 9859–907, 9938–40, 9944–6, 9948–10 029,
10 033, 10 036, 10 038, 10 042–5, 10 047.

MINISTER FOR HEALTH
Debate resumed.
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — As I
was speaking on the motion of no confidence in

MINISTER FOR HEALTH
Wednesday, 5 February 2014

COUNCIL

Mr Davis, I reiterated the issues raised by my colleague
Mr Jennings, who meticulously and thoroughly went
through the seven points in his motion as to why the
minister should not have the confidence of the house,
and I was outlining how the government has no
empathy, no passion and no vision for what a health
system can be. There is simply a quibbling over
statistics and an absolute obsession with what others
have done and how other people can be blamed.
I cannot help but go to the central premise of this blame
issue, which is that there is always someone else to
blame. As Mr Jennings said, it is fine for three Liberal
treasurers to take $826 million out of the health forward
estimates and for this minister to ineffectually sit
around the cabinet table and fail to stop this happening,
but then the minister will spend time trying to blame the
commonwealth government for cuts. It is fascinating
how obsessed the minister and Ms Crozier are with
trying to blame someone else. For example, an inane
motion came before the Victorian Legislative Council
chamber calling on the federal government to do
something, which is fine. But because that motion was
not supported by the opposition, the bizarre assertion
was made that somehow people voted for health cuts.
The government moved a political motion in this
chamber, and suddenly it is the Labor Party’s fault for
what happened in another jurisdiction because of a
motion moved by David Davis. It is truly bizarre.
There were 800 beds promised, but there has been a
decline in the number of beds. There has been nothing
but an attack on workers’ organisations, whether it be
the Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation or the
ambulance employees component, and this goes to a
bizarre level. In question time yesterday in this house
Mr Davis made some remarks that I can only
paraphrase because I cannot quote Hansard from the
current session. Mr Davis actually said that the
ambulance union wanted people in regional Victoria to
be in pain. I invite anybody opposite to read the
relevant part of Hansard and disagree with my
paraphrasing of this bizarre assertion by the minister.
Anyone who criticises the minister gets attacked and
criticised. What we have seen in this house is a minister
who when trying to explain why he has not delivered
800 hospital beds tells us it is the fault of the carbon tax
or the fault of the workers and their organisations. I
have never heard a minister attack his workforce to the
extent that this minister has done.
I will describe what for me was probably the most
salient moment that occurred in the chamber in relation
to this minister, as opposed to the lack of service
provision outside and the lack of empathy for citizens
of this state who roll up to emergency departments and
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wait in pain. Mr Jennings asked the minister a series of
questions in this house about the annual report of his
department. It is not as if Mr Davis is an incoming
minister and the annual report covers part of the
previous government’s administration. It is not as if he
is a junior minister in the department and the annual
report was supervised by another minister. This was a
Minister for Health in his fourth year as minister being
asked to comment on the annual report of his third full
year as minister. When Mr Jennings asked him a series
of questions about measures, including ones that
Mr Davis had promised to deliver at the election, the
best Mr Davis could do, in a flurry, thinking he was an
undergraduate student politician again, was flick in a
panic through his annual report and point to the hand
hygiene measure in that report. With great pizazz he
then said, ‘We have achieved that’. Pontius Pilate was a
comparative amateur at washing his hands; all
Mr Davis needed to do was add the hand-washing
gesture.
When the Minister for Health has promised to deliver
800 new beds and the objective data shows there has
been a cut, and when people are in pain and services are
not being delivered, all the minister can do is try to
blame the carbon tax, the workforce, the previous
government, the federal government or anybody other
than himself. I put it to you, President, that this house
should express no confidence in this minister because
he is not up to the job and Victorians deserve better.
Sitting suspended 12.59 p.m. until 2.02 p.m.
Mrs MILLAR (Northern Victoria) — I am pleased
to speak against this motion, which is misguided in
substance and in content. Since coming to this role last
August I have spent a great amount of time driving
thousands of kilometres across my huge electorate, and
talking to locals about their health needs has been a
particular focus for me. This government is investing in
improving health infrastructure and services in regional
and rural communities, especially across northern
Victoria, as no other government has before. Some of
the earlier suggestions of Mr Lenders were outrageous.
He asserted that the Minister for Health, the
Honourable David Davis, wants people in rural Victoria
to be in pain and that there is a lack of empathy from
this government. I strongly refute those outrageous
assertions. I note Minister Davis has done much to
enhance the delivery of quality rural health
infrastructure and services in Victoria.
In terms of hospitals, this government’s record on
capital investment in the health sector across northern
Victoria is unparalleled. Investing in both upgrading
and constructing new hospitals is of great importance
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and speaks volumes to local regional communities.
There are so many health infrastructure programs in
northern Victoria that even I struggle to keep up with
the projects that are going ahead on time and on budget.
I will summarise a few of these projects — the list is
very long — across the Loddon Mallee and Hume
regions.
In the Loddon Mallee region Bendigo Health has
received $630 million for the development of a new
hospital, the single biggest health-care service
investment in regional Victoria’s history. There is a
great sense of pride and excitement as the people of
Bendigo daily watch the progress on the building site. I
have visited the site in the last couple of weeks; I
always love visiting the hospital and talking to locals
about their excitement for the project. Castlemaine
Health has received $10 million to upgrade the hospital,
including the relocation and refurbishment of its
emergency department. The Charlton hospital, which is
another facility that I love to visit, has received
$22.7 million to rebuild the hospital following the 2011
flood devastation, which is well remembered in this
place. The Echuca hospital is well on track, with
$65.6 million for a redevelopment with modern
purpose-built facilities, including a larger specialist
emergency department and new inpatient beds.
Also in the Loddon Mallee region, Heathcote Health
has received $2.4 million for a GP primary care clinic.
Kerang District Health has received $36.3 million to
redevelop the hospital, including the residential
aged-care facility, which is an important priority in that
community. Kyabram and District Health Service has
received $3.5 million for a health and wellbeing centre.
The Kyneton hospital, which is close to my home, has
received $6.8 million for an ambulatory care centre.
Maryborough District Health Service has received
$600 000 for medical imaging upgrades. Mildura Base
Hospital has received $16.37 million for a hospital
upgrade, including the expansion of the emergency
department, a short-stay unit and expanded obstetrics
and mental health services. The Swan Hill hospital has
received $24 million for three redevelopment projects,
including the hospital, an aged-care facility and
community rehabilitation services.
Equally in the Hume region there is a great deal of
investment going on in the health sector. Albury
Wodonga Health has received $81 million, including
$65 million for a regional cancer centre, an emergency
department, elective surgeries and subacute and
positron emission tomography services. Alexandra
District Hospital has received $19 million for an
aged-care redevelopment and $50 000 to upgrade the
ambulance station. Cobram District Health has received

Wednesday, 5 February 2014

$3.5 million for a community rehabilitation centre
development and $450 000 to deliver subacute services
to the Moira shire. Healesville and District Hospital has
received $7.8 million for a hospital expansion,
including a new operating theatre, a renal dialysis unit
and a community health centre expansion. Kilmore and
District Hospital has received $20 million for a hospital
redevelopment to increase capacity and service range
and create a dedicated outpatient service.
Also in the Hume region, Mansfield District Hospital
has received $1.3 million to co-locate primary
health-care services in Mansfield. The Numurkah
hospital is another significant project, with
$23.2 million to rebuild the hospital following the 2012
flood devastation. Seymour Health has received
$4 million to establish chemotherapy services. In
Shepparton, Goulburn Valley Health has received
$1.66 million for subacute services in addition to
$320 000 for new X-ray equipment. Northeast Health
Wangaratta has received $3.5 million to revamp the
emergency department and develop a dedicated
procedure room, in addition to $1.5 million for a dental
clinic and community care centre redevelopment. This
list shows that many communities across northern
Victoria are excited about the investments this
government is making to improve health infrastructure
in their areas.
In terms of ambulances, not for one moment would I
suggest that every town in northern Victoria that
deserves an ambulance has one, but I note with pride
that this government is investing $151 million to deliver
the single biggest investment in the ambulance service
in our state’s history. Across the Hume and Loddon
Mallee regions we are investing in new ambulance
branches in Wodonga, Wallan, Cobram, Numurkah,
Mildura, Swan Hill and Kyneton and upgrading
existing stations in Alexandra, Wangaratta,
Maryborough, Kyabram, Castlemaine and Romsey. We
have also delivered five new mobile intensive care
ambulance single responder units for northern Victoria
in the important locations of Mildura, Shepparton,
Wangaratta, Wodonga and Swan Hill. These are all
now up and running and delivering highly trained
specialist care that was never before available to these
major regional cities.
Having ambulances is just one part of the issue. The
other issue is the number of paramedics, and this
government has delivered an additional 465 paramedics
since November 2010. That is an additional
65 paramedics for the Hume region and an additional
44 paramedics for the Loddon Mallee region. In a
recent media release Minister Davis noted that the
annual report on government services shows that
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Victoria had 49.3 full-time equivalent (FTE) ambulance
officers per 100 000 people across 2012–13, which was
higher than the national average of 46.4. We especially
need to note that this is up from 38.2 FTE officers in
2009–10, when Labor left government. It is a big
difference and a big improvement. This means there are
more paramedics, more shifts and more vehicles than at
any other point in Victoria’s history.
Ambulance response times in rural and regional areas,
with the distances that need to be travelled, are very
different from metropolitan Melbourne. Will this ever
be perfect? No. But we need to note the significant
improvements in response times. The Victorian health
services performance data also shows significant
improvements in timely transfers of patients from
ambulances to hospital emergency departments, with
the statewide proportion of ambulance patients seen
within 40 minutes improving from a December year to
date figure of 76.1 per cent in 2012–13 to 80.9 per cent
for the same time in 2013–14. Victorian coalition
government initiatives to ease congestion in busy
hospital emergency departments introduced following
the recommendations of the Ambulance Transfer
Taskforce, which was chaired by Mr Andrew Stripp,
have assisted significantly with these improvements.
This very flawed motion strikes at the fundamental
difference between the parties. The coalition
government is about delivering good and responsible
government and investing through good management in
real infrastructure. What Labor is about is whingeing,
complaining and taking away from what others create.
What Labor cannot do is manage and deliver. Just look
at its track record — though I know none of us wants to
go back to those dark times. The opposition may like to
ignore its period in government, but Victorians have not
forgotten, let me tell you.
This government can stand on its record because locals
can see tangible investment in their local regional
communities. No-one would suggest, and nor do I, that
there are no challenges remaining or that there is
nothing still to be delivered, but this is the health sector
and we all live in the real world. What I can say with
certainty is that no other government has invested as
much, and this investment will continue to serve these
communities for decades to come. For these reasons I
will be voting against this motion.
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — The seven
charges that Mr Jennings’s motion lays — —
Mr Elsbury — Charges?
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Mr SCHEFFER — The seven deteriorations —
maybe I could call them that — that Mr Jennings’s
motion lays against the Napthine government, and
specifically against the Minister for Health, David
Davis, stand as a serious indictment of a government
that promised much but is now shown to have betrayed
its responsibilities of office. Mr Jennings’s motion does
not comprise seven assertions or contentions; they are
all statements of fact that government speakers have
tried to sidle around in one way or another, but in the
end they have been unable to refute them.
It is a fact that after the last three years of the coalition
government’s administration 10 000 more Victorians
are waiting for surgery. It is a fact that there were
4175 fewer surgeries in 2012–13 than in 2010–11. It is
a fact that the statewide ambulance code 1 response
times have worsened. It is a fact that adult cardiac
survival rates have also worsened. It is a fact that
ambulance ramping at emergency departments had
risen to 13 178 instances per month in 2012–13. It is a
fact that 29 per cent of patients were not treated within
required times at emergency departments in 2012–13. It
is a fact that the number of hospital beds, contrary to
Mrs Peulich’s interventions during Mr Jennings’s
contribution, has gone down.
Behind the statistics that Mr Jennings provided in his
motion and elaborated on in his contribution there are
Victorians who personally bear the pain and suffering
and whose families are profoundly affected by the
worry and anxiety that this minister’s negligence and
maladministration has caused them. Week after week
Minister Davis’s responses to questions put to him by
Mr Jennings during question time use the opportunity
to attack the opposition, a union or a professional
association or institute that has pointed to weaknesses
in the minister’s handling of his portfolio. Alternately,
the minister uses opposition questions, as well as
questions from his coalition colleagues, as an
opportunity to talk up various funding announcements
or selected statistics in an attempt to rescue what is now
a shredded credibility. We heard a very similar thing
from Mrs Millar in the previous contribution, where
basically her speech consisted of a catalogue of
infrastructure and funding of the government but did
not answer the basic facts that are put in Mr Jennings’s
motion this afternoon.
No doubt the minister sees his responses to the repeated
questions and issues that the opposition raises as smart,
witty and tough, but no-one — including his own
backbench, who we from the opposition side see behind
him — gives him any credit for all his threshing about.
Who can blame him for this obfuscation? What else is
open to this minister when the facts trumpet his
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shortcomings and when desperation is evident in his
inability to deal squarely with the facts presented to
him?
The health minister appears to be incapable of giving an
honest and frank account of health delivery in this state,
because he has failed to both administer effectively and
credibly explain his government’s policy or its
objectives. Victorians are sick of hearing about how
much the government is spending on this and that
health project, when their own experience tells them
that health services are collapsing. The government and
the minister are caught up in an inward-looking
syndrome that we recognise all too often in terminal
administrations — that is, believing that problems have
nothing to do with what you are doing and everything
to do with what someone else is doing. The message is
not getting out and the public is being misled by the
opposition and the media — so it is about shouting
louder, criticising the critics and reprosecuting its own
sense of achievement, all the while failing to listen and
not taking the real concerns of real citizens seriously.
For example, when the opposition asks the minister
how he responds to the concerns of the professional
association of Victorian emergency physicians about
the ambulance dump-and-run policy not working unless
there are additional resources for beds, doctors and
nurses to meet the need, the minister replies that these
critics are closely associated with the Trades Hall
Council, that the Victorian Emergency Physicians
Association is a small splinter group that does not speak
for all emergency doctors, that the government was
consulting and that additional funds had gone into the
health system in general. The minister does not mention
one single remedy that the government has
implemented.
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the fact that they have allowed the Minister for Health
to inflict great damage on the health system in this state.
As has been mentioned previously, at the end of
January the Productivity Commission released its
Report on Government Services 2014 — Volume E —
Health. The opposition points out that this most
detailed piece of work shows, firstly, that during the
Labor leadership of the state, health services
continually and consistently improved. This is not
self-justification and some kind of mindless
party-political promotion on our side; it is a fact. It is
based on the exhaustive and forensic work of the
Australian Productivity Commission, and I urge
members to look at the report themselves if they have
not done so already.
As the Labor opposition announced last week just after
the report was released, there was a drop in the
percentage of patients who were treated in the Victorian
emergency departments within the recommended time,
to below the national average. The Productivity
Commission report shows that there was an increase in
elective surgery waiting times and that those Victorians
who wait the longest are waiting over two weeks
longer, whereas in Labor’s last four years this measure
decreased by an average of 3.4 days a year. The
commission’s report says that there is an average
increase of 11.6 per cent in the number of patients who
have waited longer than 365 days — that is, one full
year — for elective surgery, compared with what
occurred in Labor’s last three years, which saw an
average decrease of 8 per cent.

I use this as one example that illustrates how the
minister attacks and obfuscates but is unable to directly
deal with or address a specific issue that is directly and
negatively affecting the ambulance system and is
hurting the people who rely on it. As any listener of
question time would know, Mr Jennings’s questions of
the minister are always grounded in clear,
authoritatively sourced data and always ask the minister
to provide an explanation or an objective description of
the state of affairs, and almost always the minister says
that the government talks up health spending or he
accuses or denigrates those who criticise.

On this basis it is crystal clear, without any doubt, that
the Napthine government and Minister Davis have
presided over a deterioration in health services that has
seriously harmed Victorians who need reliability and
speed in health service delivery. What is the reason for
this decline? What is the reason that the level of
services and delivery have not met targets and have
deteriorated and gone backwards? The fault does not
rest with nurses or doctors or ambulance officers or
hospital administrations or government departments; its
fundamental cause is reckless and ill-considered budget
cuts that have no or little regard for the practicalities of
health delivery. The Productivity Commission report
says that in the first year of the coalition government
alone, recurrent expenditure had fallen 0.3 per cent
whereas under Labor in the last four years the average
increase was 6.1 per cent.

As I said at the outset, the motion before us this
afternoon contains seven incontrovertible and
evidence-based facts about the state of Victoria’s health
system after three years of coalition government.
Government speakers have so far failed to face up to

There is more. The commission’s report says that
during Minister Davis’s administration, growth funding
did not even match the population increase, meaning
that in financial terms the state’s health services are
going backwards. By contrast, Labor increased funding
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on an average of 3.6 per cent per year — and Minister
Davis has savagely reduced that down to 1.9 per cent,
which is around half.

after some surgery to make their lives a little bit more
comfortable, like a knee reconstruction or a spinal
realignment.

The picture is clear. A failure to resource what is
arguably one of the two most critical portfolio areas has
resulted in a collapse in health services. This is why
Victorians have demonstrably lost any confidence they
may have had in the coalition. When the Baillieu
government was elected with great glory and triumph in
2010, it made a number of pledges to Victorians living
in both metropolitan and regional areas. It promised to
rebuild hospitals, increase the number of hospital beds
by 800 — and we have heard many times that at this
point not one of those 800 beds has been delivered —
rebuild the mental health system and the regional health
capacity, build capacity in the ambulance service and
invest in infrastructure. On behalf of his new coalition
government, Premier Baillieu promised to fix the
problems, but the government and the Minister for
Health have failed through their own lack of capacity. It
is no wonder that Victorians are most concerned about
the weaknesses of the state’s health services.

These charges are completely unfounded. I use
Mr Scheffer’s determination of what the motion
contains. He calls its points ‘charges’, so I will continue
along that line and let the Labor Party’s kangaroo court
continue. We have actually seen a great deal of
investment in the medical sector. Certainly we can be
proud of what we have been able to achieve across the
western suburbs in my electorate of Western
Metropolitan Region. In the 2012–13 budget the
minister announced a $15.1 million upgrade of the
critical care services at Sunshine Hospital, including
maternity services and 13 intensive care beds. This
project is one of my favourites, as we move away from
the waste of Labor and into the practical
implementation of health policy for the people of the
western suburbs under a coalition government.

On those grounds I have no hesitation whatsoever in
supporting Mr Jennings’s motion before the house. I
support the view that this house lacks confidence in the
Minister for Health to effectively undertake his duties.
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) — It is
quite telling from Mr Scheffer’s contribution what the
opposition is trying to achieve here today. Mr Scheffer
got up and referred to the seven items listed in the
motion as charges. Basically what Mr Scheffer is
alluding to is the fact that this is a kangaroo court; this
is an attempt by the opposition to try to bring forth
some trumped-up charges — as he put them, as he
leaves the chamber — to try to somehow embarrass the
Minister for Health, a minister who is doing an
extraordinarily good job in delivering for the people of
Victoria. He is not only delivering the infrastructure
that we need into the future but also ensuring that
front-line services are where we are putting our
investment. There is no point in having hundreds of
staff at a hospital if they do not contribute to the health
care of a patient. If all they do is shuffle paperwork
between one another, we are not getting the purpose of
what is done at a hospital.
The purpose of a hospital is to take care of patients, to
ensure that their medical needs are met and, hopefully,
to ultimately allow them to leave that hospital and take
on a fulfilling part of their lives for many years to
come — whether it be after some rehabilitation
following a stroke, after some work that has been done
after a major heart operation or a traffic accident, or

The backstory behind this is that in 1999 the then
Kennett government decided to build an intensive care
unit (ICU) at Sunshine Hospital. It was constructed, but
unfortunately before we could commission that unit the
Labor Party won the election. This was unfortunate for
many reasons, and the people of Victoria will have to
deal with the consequences of Labor being in power for
11 years. For 11 years we did not have an intensive care
unit at Sunshine Hospital; it was closed down. For
11 years it sat idle and did not deliver the services it
was designed for, nor did it provide the care that it was
supposed to deliver. Instead it was used as a film studio.
If you wanted to film Water Rats or a scene from a
telemovie showing people with medical equipment
around them lying in a bed being cared for by nurses
and doctors of the highest quality, you could go there
and have fictitious care given to someone, but for
11 years you could not get the real care that was
supposed to be delivered by that facility.
Contracts have now been called for. They have been
called for and accepted, and we await the final
announcement as to who will make this ICU into the
facility that it should be — that is, a modern facility that
provides care for 13 patients and also provides the
additional care that is needed in the western suburbs for
complicated pregnancies. I have spoken in the past with
a family friend who had to go from Melton to
Heidelberg to have twins because having twins was
considered to be a high-risk pregnancy. It seems insane
that in recent history that could not be accommodated
in the western suburbs of Melbourne because Labor
chose to have a film studio over an intensive care unit at
Sunshine Hospital.
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Sunshine Hospital has also benefited from a
$3.85 million package to open four short-stay
psychiatric beds. It is unfortunate that in our society we
have people who have times where life gets too
difficult, the pressures of life become too much and
something in their psyche no longer works. It is quite
scary to watch when someone in your family has a
psychiatric problem, and it is comforting to know that
they are able to receive care. Certainly those new beds
at Sunshine Hospital for the people of the western
suburbs are a welcome inclusion.
In the 2013–14 budget a $34 million investment was
made at Werribee Mercy Hospital to build a new
54-bed mental health unit. This project will deliver
25 additional beds to help people who fall on those hard
times and need assistance in getting their lives back
together. It will enable them to get the professional help
they need. Western Health has been given another
12 psychiatric assessment beds so that people can be
given the care that they need. They can now be directed
towards the care that they genuinely need should they
present at the hospital with psychiatric problems.
Another project close to my heart — or should I say my
mouth — is a $9.7 million investment in the Western
Region Health Centre to improve its dental services.
This is a project that I worked studiously on to get the
funds that were needed to provide a service that is
adequate for the people of the western suburbs of
Melbourne. This issue had been ignored by the
previous government — completely ignored. To say
that the equipment being used at those facilities was
antiquated would be something of an understatement. I
have a feeling that our friends up at Melbourne
Museum in the Carlton Gardens would be very eager to
gain some of the equipment that is in place at that
dental clinic, it is so old.
What we are doing is building a 12-chair dental clinic at
Footscray. It will improve the facilities markedly. It
will provide the staff, who give of themselves to be at
that clinic, with the equipment they deserve to get the
job done for the people who need their dental care to be
improved. This dental clinic provides assistance to
people who are on health-care cards. It provides
assistance to our Indigenous community, to refugees
and to some of the people who are in the most need of
help.
This is also a matter of health of the highest order.
Dental health is vital in ensuring that other health needs
are also taken care of because it has to do with
nutrition. It has to do with your mental health as well.
The threshold of pain, which can be excruciating if you
have a major dental problem, is sometimes out of
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control. I know that when I had an abscess under a
tooth I could not believe how painful it was. I was
fortunate because I had private health care, but what
this clinic can do is provide that relief to people who
cannot afford private health care so that they can get the
care they so desperately need.
Certainly the health system has improved for the people
of Craigieburn because the coalition government
implemented a 24-hour ambulance service in
Craigieburn — a service that was scrapped under
Labor. We reintroduced it. We put the ambulances back
into Craigieburn 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We put
them there because we recognised the massive growth
that is occurring in that community and the critical need
to have an ambulance service on the ground. Before
that Labor had decided that it could have a part-time
ambulance service. People obviously do not get sick
outside of office hours! We provided a 24-hour service.
Although I am not completely across the details,
because Northern Hospital is outside of my electorate, I
understand that improvements at the emergency
department at Northern Hospital will greatly elevate the
level of care people are receiving in Craigieburn from
their closest medical centre.
Those opposite come in here, beat their chests and rant
and rave about the seven charges they have put before
us as if they are just waiting for Perry Mason to wander
in here at some stage — although he would be a
stranger in the house. Perry Mason would come in here
with some vital clue and evidence to prove actus reus
and mens rea and that some heinous crime was being
inflicted upon the people of Victoria. The heinous
crime I would like to put before this house is one that
was committed by the previous Labor federal
government. It involved taking $107 million out of the
funding of surgery lists. That $107 million was ripped
out, outside of a normal budget period. It was taken
away from us so that we could not deliver the surgery
services the people in this state deserve and need.
The added difficulty of doing it at the time the federal
government did it, which was outside of a budget cycle,
was that hospitals had already laid out their plans. They
had already decided how much surgery they were going
to do. They had already gotten the specialists they
needed on the roster. They had already told the
surgeons that this is where they were going to be doing
this work, and in some cases patients had already been
told the dates when they needed to be available for the
surgery.
Once the money was gone, the hospitals had to change
all of their activities. They had to rearrange who was on
staff. They had to rearrange who was coming to the
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hospital. They had to reorient medical technicians —
the people who get the operating theatres up and
running and the people who prepare the operating
theatre and make sure it is a sterile place. They
rearranged their orders of medical equipment and
medicines so that they could smooth out the impact this
$107 million cut was going to have on their patients. It
was not just a cut to Victoria. It had a significant impact
on patients — the people who are sick.
There was a lot of aggro from the Minister for Health.
He took the lead on this issue and took it up to the
federal government. He stood up for the rights of this
state. Slowly but surely the other states also came on
board. The other states started to feel a bit more
boisterous and a bit more willing to put their necks out
and say, ‘No, it is not right for us either. We have been
ripped off. This is not fair’. It was our health minister,
David Davis, who led the charge. If he had not led that
charge and just rolled over like those opposite
suggested we should when they voted against a motion
in this place to condemn the federal Labor government
over these funding cuts, the money would never have
been returned to this state or to any other state in
Australia.
Once again the conflict between state rights and federal
rights came into play, and our minister stood up to an
aggressive federal Labor government which was trying
to rake back as much money as it could after it realised
it had maxed out the credit card just that little bit too
much. I do not know what stopped it then, because it
was spending like a drunken sailor up to that point, but
it suddenly decided to throw on the handbrake and try
to do a 180-degree turn on the highway, and then
suddenly we got the money back and were able to get
things going again.
It sounds great. Some $107 million was taken out, but it
has been given back. It is all sunshine, lollipops and
rainbows everywhere! That is how it should be, should
it not? That is what those opposite would have us
believe, but no, it does not work like that. You cannot
just ring a patient and say, ‘Yes, come in now and get
your surgery done’, because they have to prepare for
surgery. They have to make sure that they do not eat.
We have to make sure that we have the beds available.
We have to make sure that we have the staff available.
We have to make sure that we have the surgeon
available. We have to make sure that the medical
equipment is available. We have to make sure that we
have the medication available. This takes time to put
back together again. It does not happen overnight.
Instead of getting the full benefit of the $107 million,
which we should have, we lost money in that deal. We
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lost it because of the fact that the federal Labor
government took it out and then just tried to plonk it
back in. Not only did it try to plonk it back in,
apparently it could not trust the state government to
administer that cash, so it came up with some
convoluted system of trying to give the money back to
each individual hospital. Instead of giving us the
allocations — which we as a state government would
have given them — to then distribute, the federal
government attempted to give the allocations to the
hospitals directly. There was no mechanism in place.
There was no way for that money to just turn up as a
cheque. It was not as though staff could go down to the
staff canteen and use the federal government credit card
on the EFTPOS machine. It could not happen. It took a
convoluted process before that money was made
available. There was a big fanfare because they were
giving the money back, but it took three to four months
before that money was actually available.
Certainly we have had those difficulties — the
difficulties of a federal Labor government, for starters,
and the difficulties of a previous Labor government in
Victoria. We had those difficulties, but we are
overcoming them. I can proudly say that the hospital
network in the western suburbs is doing some
remarkable things. It is a partnership: the medical staff
on the floor, their administrators, the administrators of
the Department of Health and the health minister all
working in unison so that on a day-by-day basis the
people of the western suburbs receive the health care
they so richly deserve.
Williamstown Hospital had a maternity department
until the previous government closed it. Williamstown
Hospital provided a total of 7088 bed days to patients in
the three months to the end of June, up from 6814 bed
days in the previous quarter. We are increasing the
number of patients that we are able to care for at
Williamstown Hospital.
Werribee Mercy Hospital admitted 6438 patients in the
three months to the end of June, up from
5495 admissions in the previous three months. Being a
larger hospital, it of course produced other
achievements. It admitted 1581 emergency patients in
the three months to the end of June, up from 1228 in the
previous three months. It saw 8523 patients in its
emergency department in the three months to the end of
June, up from 8303 in the same quarter of 2012. It
admitted 107 neonatal intensive-care/special-care
nursery babies in the June quarter, up from
94 admissions in the June quarter of 2012. That hospital
has to deal with quite a number of births. The city of
Wyndham celebrates 76 births every week. It is one of
the fastest-growing growth corridors in Australia. If I
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am not mistaken, the city of Melton has around
64 births per week. We may have to talk to the Minister
for Water about the drinking water out there, but in any
case, that is a reality that has to be dealt with. We have
a large number of births at that hospital, and the
hospital network is keeping up with that demand.
Sunshine Hospital has had improvements in key areas.
It admitted 12 391 patients in the three months to the
end of June, up from 12 133 admissions in the previous
three months. It admitted 4338 emergency patients in
the three months to the end of June, up from
4147 emergency admissions in the previous three
months. It saw 16 851 patients in its emergency
department in the three months to the end of June, up
from 15 838 in the same quarter of 2012. It provided
treatment to 22 890 outpatients in specialist clinics in
the June quarter, up from 21 868 treatments in the
previous three months. Ambulances are discussed in
this house quite frequently, but Sunshine Hospital was
on bypass for 1.9 per cent of the time in the three
months to the end of June. That is well below the 3 per
cent benchmark for the state. It received
3851 ambulance arrivals at its emergency department in
the three months to the end of June, up from
3518 arrivals in the 2012 June quarter.
Sunshine Hospital receives a substantial number of
people for various reasons. I have taken my children
there and even had to take myself there once or twice in
recent history — not too recently, but accidents happen
and children who get sick in the middle of the night
need attention. I have used Sunshine Hospital for these
purposes. I congratulate the staff at the hospital on the
fantastic work they do.
Western Hospital at Footscray admitted 10 931
patients — lucky we got that extra 1 patient in, I am
sure — in the three months to the end of June, up from
10 672 admissions in the previous three months. It
admitted 5125 emergency patients in the three months
to the end of June, up from 4888 emergency admissions
in the previous three months. It provided treatment for
up to 13 099 outpatients in specialist clinics to the end
of the June quarter, up from 12 088 treatments in the
previous three months, and it provided a total of
33 988 bed days to patients in the three months to the
end of the June quarter, up from 32 309 bed days in the
previous quarter. It treated 960 patients from the
elective surgery waiting list in the June quarter, up from
878 in the previous three months.
We have a minister who stands up for Victoria. We
have a minister who provides the infrastructure, not
only for hospitals but also for other health-care needs.
We have a minister who is delivering more bed days for
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our patients and who is improving the capacity of
medical units and emergency departments in the
western suburbs so that they can cater for more people.
Then we have an opposition which brings its charges in
a kangaroo court to try to belittle the massive effort that
this minister has made in not only defending Victoria’s
rights but also delivering a better system with proven
outcomes. I have no doubt the minister will continue to
perform this task. He will continue to provide the health
infrastructure and work to improve the medical
outcomes for people, not only those in the western
suburbs — although I thank him very much for the
fantastic work he has done out there — but across the
state.
Just before I conclude I mention another hospital. The
Bendigo Hospital is the biggest medical infrastructure
investment in the regions in this state’s history, if not
the country’s.
Mr Drum interjected.
Mr ELSBURY — That hospital is close to my heart
also, Mr Drum, as I have many family members living
in Bendigo who have young families, and I also have
elderly aunties and uncles who need medical attention
from time to time.
Mr Drum interjected.
Mr ELSBURY — Labor was going to build a
smaller hospital.
Mr Drum interjected.
Mr ELSBURY — Exactly. They were going to
segregate them. Certainly that hospital — in which, as I
have said, I have a vested interest — will deliver much
better outcomes for the people of Bendigo, including
family members who will benefit from that particular
project.
I do not think we will ever again see the debacle we
saw at the Royal Children’s Hospital where someone
somehow forgot that you need computers to run a
modern hospital. I would have thought that that would
be a no-brainer. It is probably more reflective of the
former health minister. In any case, I do not think we
will ever again overlook something as important as
computers in delivering information and
communications technology for our projects. In fact we
will deliver better projects, as we are at the Box Hill
Hospital, where additional floors are being added. I
only hope construction of hospitals in the western
suburbs will one day benefit from such good
management of projects and our health system in
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general. With those few words, I indicate that I will not
be voting in support of the motion.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — In his
wide-ranging contribution over just shy of half an hour
Mr Elsbury canvassed all manner of things, including
the health needs of members of his extended family.
Better than anybody else who has contributed to this
debate he has exhibited the extent to which this
government is in denial about the crisis affecting the
access by Victorians to health care and our health
system in general.
In moving and seeking to debate a motion of no
confidence in the Minister for Health, Labor members
come to this place with a heavy heart. Contrary to what
Mr Elsbury said, Labor members are very proud of our
record in government. There was a requirement to
rebuild our health system after the Kennett
government’s closure of a dozen hospitals, the sacking
of 3500 nurses and the standing by idly while the
Howard federal government denied Victoria its fair
share of health funding. Labor members worked hard to
restore confidence in Victoria’s health system, and we
are proud of our record in health.
What has happened in the past three years has had
devastating consequences for tens of thousands of
people in Victoria. As members know, we have a health
system that is in crisis. We have a complete loss of
public confidence in our ambulance system. There are
10 000 more Victorians on the surgery waiting list than
there were when the government came to office. Fewer
surgeries are being performed than were performed in
the year this government came to office. Our
ambulance response times have deteriorated. There is a
farcical dump-and-run policy in place as part of this
government’s attempt to deal with an ambulance
ramping crisis that each and every day puts at risk the
lives of Victorians in this state.
Before the election the coalition said that there would
be 800 new beds in hospitals in Victoria. Government
members have not been able to point to a single new
bed. In every suburb and every town of this state there
are examples of the real human consequences of this
government’s and this minister’s failure to provide the
health services that the Victorian public needs.
Members opposite have today clearly demonstrated that
they are in denial about this crisis. Mr Elsbury has
declared that he will be very proudly voting against this
motion. I can only infer from that that government
members have confidence in the health minister. The
job of the health minister in Victoria is by any objective
reckoning one of the most important jobs in Victorian
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public life. The health portfolio is the most significant
area of public expenditure. Unlike the many matters
members debate in this place from time to time, the
matters dealt with by the health minister in the
administration of the health portfolio are plainly matters
of life and death.
The statistics are clear. Previous speakers have detailed
the ongoing, year-on-year decline in the provision of
health services in Victoria. Given the limited time I
have to contribute to this debate today, I will not labour
this point, but I will say that the statistics clearly
demonstrate that Victoria simply cannot go another
year with David Davis as the health minister. In every
instance the minister’s response to criticism is to turn
around the attack and direct it to the health system
workforce or a federal Labor government that does not
exist anymore. This minister has failed to take
responsibility on any occasion for any of the areas for
which he is responsible.
The communications system of our ambulances has
been downgraded. The minister refuses to meet with
doctors from the Victoria Emergency Physicians
Association. The minister seems to be relishing the pay
dispute with ambulance officers, which is quite
extraordinary. There is a litany of the government’s
broken and half-cooked promises across my electorate.
One particularly salient example is a promise relating to
the Beaufort ambulance station which was made by the
coalition before the election. Beaufort ambulance
station will be understaffed and not resourced in any
way.
The government is wasting money on its public
advertising campaign to try to turn around public
opinion. In this debate today it has been demonstrated
time and again that government members completely
fail to acknowledge that there is a problem in our health
system. Mr Jennings’s motion details not opinions but a
set of facts and hard data. In the debate today
government members have refused to acknowledge any
of the points in the motion. It is very hard to fix a
problem that is not acknowledged as existing. There is
no sign of hope that this government will turn things
around.
I note the Premier has indicated that he will be
undertaking a ministerial reshuffle because of the
announcement to retire by at least one minister in the
other place. I urge Dr Napthine to take immediate
action to replace Minister Davis with someone who can
perhaps be a little less involved in the politicking
around health and a little more involved in the delivery
of health services.
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I will provide one recent example that I am familiar
with in my electorate, and it relates to our ambulance
crisis. The government is increasingly avoiding the
rostering of qualified paramedics to meet community
needs. On public holidays, for example, first aid
volunteers are being used in place of paramedics, and
disturbingly there are now reports that during
emergencies like the bushfire that the Grampians faced
a couple of weeks ago there are instances where first
aid volunteers are being used instead of paramedics. In
just that one example, if a firefighter is burnt, a
paramedic can insert a peripheral intravenous line and
administer intravenous fluid, give morphine for pain,
manage a burnt airway with an endotracheal intubation
and sedate and ventilate the patient if the burns are
severe. Those are not functions that volunteers can
perform.
The minister’s desire to deride any critic, including
those who are part of our health workforce, could have
dangerous consequences for the health of Victorians. I
call on the government, indeed the Premier, to address
the government’s consistent deficiency and
deteriorating performance in this critical area of public
administration. I urge government members to wake
up, smell the roses and notice what is going on in
Victorian hospitals and in the daily experience of those
who encounter our health system.
It has been lovely to have the 30-minute version of,
‘Here are the lines from the department on this and that;
it’s all the former federal government’s fault’, and the
like, but government members owe it to their
constituencies to find out what is actually happening in
the health system. If they do so, I think some of them,
one or two maybe, might put the interests of their
constituencies ahead of the interests of the Liberal Party
and support Mr Jennings’s motion on this occasion.
This is not something we do lightly, but Victoria cannot
afford another year with this health minister at the
helm. It is simply too dangerous.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
am pleased to rise to speak against this motion in
defence and recognition of the enormous amount of
work that the Minister for Health, David Davis, has
undertaken in the area of the health portfolio, himself
having a medical background, in what is no doubt the
most challenging portfolio in any government,
irrespective of whether it is a coalition or a Labor
government. We all know that the health portfolio is the
most challenging, and it is the most challenging for a
range of reasons. Obviously the demand for health
services will continue to increase, in part because we
have a growing population, in part because we have an
ageing population and in part because there is now a
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greater complexity of issues as a result of the ageing
population that is present in our hospitals and health
system.
There is obviously a growing issue and a problem with
a large number of people being affected by mental
health issues, by substance abuse and by drug abuse,
which creates complex and compounded health issues
that often present at emergency departments and are
most challenging to deal with. There is an increased
and more sophisticated capacity to diagnose patient
illnesses, and so the cost of diagnosis increases every
year because of innovation and improved technology.
That also gives rise to increased expectations amongst
those who find themselves involved in the health
system. There is also the increased cost of medical care,
whether it be the cost of drugs, the cost of equipment or
the cost of construction of new health infrastructure,
plus there is the increased cost of salaries for health
personnel.
When we look at all the dynamics of the health
portfolio, everyone should understand that the health
portfolio is always going to be the most complex and
the most challenging, and there will always be areas
where close management is required in order to make
sure that we maximise the outcomes for those who need
health care, that we maximise the outcomes for those
who need it the most and that we provide it at the time
when they need it. I think the ALP is being entirely
hypocritical to move such a motion. Mr Jennings, of all
people, actually has quite a keen brain and understands
the health portfolio, so for him to move this sort of
motion diminishes him, diminishes his seniority and
experience as a former minister in the Brumby and
Bracks governments and sells him short. He sells
himself short by grandstanding some indicators that he
likes to spin. He spins them because he only tells a little
bit of the truth, and that is easy to do. He is a seasoned
performer, he is an experienced former minister, he
knows how to spin it, he knows how to select the
indicators, he knows how to line them up in order to
create an impression that the health system is — —
Mr Jennings — It is compelling!
Mrs PEULICH — No, it is far from compelling,
and the most obvious of political lies is to make
reference to bed counts. I know there is a method by
which we can identify the average number of beds in
the system, but it has been impossible to do so since we
moved in the 1990s under the Kennett regime and the
then Minister for Health, Marie Tehan, from
stand-alone hospitals to health networks. It would be
impossible to identify the specific number of beds in a
specific hospital because at the end of the day what
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really matters is the ability to use the maximum number
of resources possible and the maximum capacity of our
hospital system in order to treat and care for the greatest
number of people.
Mr Jennings sells himself and his government short. I
am pleased to get up and speak in favour of and in
support of the Minister for Health, David Davis. I note
a few things that Mr Jennings failed to mention, such as
the improvements in the Victorian health system since
2010 or the admission by the Leader of the Opposition
and member for Mulgrave in the Assembly, Daniel
Andrews, that when in government prior to December
2010 Labor failed to plan for the growth of Victoria,
and I quote from an article in the Herald Sun of
4 December 2010:
I think it’s fair to say that in the face of unprecedented
growth, we struggle to keep up … I think we could have done
more, we could have done better.

Mr Jennings — What’s wrong with that?
Mrs PEULICH — It goes to my opening remark,
that health is a complex and challenging portfolio
where the costs are growing exponentially and the
expectations of the community are growing likewise,
and the responsibility of the government is to manage
that as best it can in order to maximise the returns to the
community. It is not made easier by the union
movement, given its close association with the Labor
Party, particularly in terms of political donations. The
close association between the Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union and Labor has now been
exposed in relation to the construction industry. There
are members affiliated with the union movement here
and in the other chamber. We all know that the ALP is
the political arm of the union movement.
To judge the health system or any other portfolio by the
industrial unrest that is caused during an enterprise
bargaining agreement (EBA) negotiation process by
people closely affiliated with the Labor Party is not a
sound basis on which to judge government
performance. It is in the interests of the Labor Party and
the union movement, given their close, historic
affiliation, to protract those union campaigns for long as
possible and hope against all hope that somehow that
will cause some political haemorrhaging for your
political opponents so that those — I would not use the
word ‘puppets’ — members of Parliament who have a
close affiliation with particular unions and particular
factions may somehow get a better opportunity of being
returned to the government benches.
The worst outcome for our health system would be to
see Labor back in charge. We saw the phenomenal
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amount of money that was wasted under Labor, which
was a huge factor in convincing a sufficient number of
Victorians to turn against Labor in 2010. They saw how
much money was wasted. They saw the money that
was wasted, for example, on the desalination plant; they
saw the money that was wasted on the poker machine
licence auction, which saw $3 billion less than the
forecast value collected. They saw, for example, the
botching of the smart meters program and the ultranet.
They saw a phenomenal amount of money wasted, all
of which could have been directed to far better uses for
the community, including more investment in
much-needed infrastructure — I will come to some of
that investment in the health portfolio in a moment —
and far greater service provision for an ageing, diverse
and growing community.
If we look at the inaugural speeches of Labor Party
members following their election to Parliament, we see
that they all, hand on heart, beat their chests and profess
their profound, undying commitment to their
sponsors — a particular union movement with which
they have been affiliated. I also hear it from the Labor
Party grassroots members. We had one very highly
connected Labor Party member come to a Liberal Party
fundraiser. She was a delightful, intelligent woman, and
we had a great conversation. It was a slightly eclectic
gathering of individuals having a good time in a
suburban backyard — I am digressing for the moment
but it is relevant. This woman said, she really missed
having these types of activities in the Labor Party. She
said it was the faceless men of the union movement
who made all the decisions and determined all the
preselection outcomes. She said it used to be fun, but
the ordinary branch member was disenfranchised due to
the rising power of the faceless men in the union
movement, and I sympathise with her.
Mr Jennings — You’re off topic.
Mrs PEULICH — No, I am not. What I am
pointing to is that the ambulance officers EBA
campaign should not be used as a basis on which to
judge the state of the health system, nor should we use
the Australian Education Union’s campaign in the
renegotiation of the teachers EBA agreement or any
other industrial arm of the Labor Party, because they
are obviously working to a single political objective,
and that is to bring about a change of government.
Mr Jennings failed to mention the improvement of the
Victorian health system since 2010. He has a myopic
view of the health portfolio, although he knows how
complex a portfolio it is, and he seems to now be
afflicted with a short-term memory problem. Not only
is he myopic but he has some memory issues. He failed
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to reflect on the flawed record of the former Minister
for Health, Daniel Andrews, of allowing systematic
manipulation of health data. Then Mr Jennings
becomes aggrieved when the Minister for Health,
David Davis, attempts during question time to place our
government’s performance in the broader context of the
system we inherited, something of course which is
absolutely relevant when answering those questions on
performance. What he has also failed to mention is
Labor’s botched merger of the ambulance service as
well as its failure to properly resource Ambulance
Victoria. There is no mention of that — none
whatsoever.
He failed to mention something that is very close to my
heart — because it will service my constituency — and
that is Labor’s failure to build the Monash Children’s
hospital, despite knowing for eight years that it was
needed. He also failed to mention the failure by Labor
to build the Royal Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital, and
he failed to mention Labor’s failure to plan and build
the Bendigo Hospital for a sufficient capacity — which
reminds me of the Monash Freeway. It was intended to
be three lanes in one direction, but in order to bring it in
on time and on budget the Labor government scaled it
down to two lanes, and we now have heavy congestion
on the Monash Freeway for which the good burghers of
the various city of Casey seats suffer day in, day out,
every commute.
Labor’s track record on planning for and building the
necessary infrastructure — whether it is in health,
education, roads or public transport — was one of the
big reasons why it got a kick in the backside in 2010.
Labor is very slow to invest in the necessary
infrastructure because it likes to spend money in so
many other areas to look after its political friends rather
than looking after Victorians. What Victorian Labor
members have been absolutely silent on is their failure
to stand up for Victorians when the Gillard Labor
government cut funding to Victorian hospitals from
December 2012. Instead they voted in this chamber to
support the cut. Their stand is recorded in Hansard.
They lost their voices. They were mute to their political
masters in Canberra, never raised a squeak, sat there
and voted for it, so the hypocrisy of this motion and
Mr Jennings’s own contribution is there for all to see.
Also, what Labor has failed to do is support the
Victorian coalition government’s record of
$14.3 billion in health funding, which is $2 billion
greater than under the plans of Daniel Andrews, the
Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly. We did not
hear a word about that, not even a concession to some
of the improvements in the health system. Lastly, he
failed to mention and support the massive $4.5 billion
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health capital works program currently under way,
including hospitals Labor failed to build in metropolitan
and country Victoria.
Each one of those points I could talk about extensively,
but I understand that the Labor opposition is keen to
have a vote and that there are other matters on the
opposition business program. Therefore in closing, if
Mr Jennings wants to be remembered for being the
parliamentarian and the minister who has been wise,
who has been effective and balanced, and who has
made a contribution to this Parliament, then he needs to
resist bringing shabby motions of this nature into the
chamber for debate. What he has done is embark on a
shabby public relations propaganda contribution
without apprising the chamber of the improvements and
challenges in the health portfolio. I think Minister
Davis has done exceptionally well, especially in the
context of the concerted attack that has emanated from
the union movement associated with the various
enterprise bargaining agreement reviews. With those
few words, I look forward to voting against this motion.
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Acting President, thank you for the opportunity to
respond to members who have contributed to the debate
today. I certainly thank those people who have spoken
in support of the motion, which expresses no
confidence in the Minister for Health and is consistent
with the campaign the opposition has run in the public
domain calling for the removal of the health minister
because of the failings of the portfolio.
Mr Elsbury interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — Mr Elsbury invites me to
remind the chamber of the facts that have been put on
the table as distinct from a number of assertions that
government members have put on the table. I have
relied significantly on information that is available from
the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, from the
Australian Productivity Commission, from data that has
been published by the government itself in terms of the
hospitals performance data and from FOI documents
that have been gathered by the opposition and others to
support the facts of the deterioration in the health
system.
In countering this information, a number of government
members have tried to assert that I am motivated
purely, simply and solely on the basis of my allegiance
to unions which operate within the health sector, as
distinct from the concern that I have expressed
consistently over the last three years for the wellbeing
of Victorian patients. It is the interests of Victorian
patients that should be paramount to us all, and in fact
Mr Elsbury was one of the few government members to
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at least have a go at identifying some skerrick of
credibility that the government may bring to bear on
some of its decisions and investments. He and
Ms Hartland drew attention to some investments in the
western suburbs of Melbourne that, quite rightly,
should in some shape or form be applauded by all
members of the community in terms of an achievement
of the government.
I am glad the government has done something of value
in its investment strategies. The trouble is that it is very
little very late and it is not in accordance with what it
promised. That is the real test for the government and
the minister, and it has been sorely failed. My
colleagues who have responded to the debate have
drawn attention to a number of aspects that I did not
mention. Mr Lenders referred to a matter that I debated
with the minister yesterday in question time about the
effectiveness of his spending over $400 000 to
publicise his government’s negotiating position in
relation to the ambulance paramedics enterprise
bargaining agreement rather than using that $400 000 to
add to the fleet of ambulances in the state of Victoria at
a time when it is very clear that every single one of
those ambulances is precious in terms of providing
support for the Victorian community at a time of crisis
and transferring patients in an appropriate and timely
way to our hospitals.
There is a critical shortage of ambulances and
paramedics in the state and an ongoing difficulty in
ambulances being able to smoothly transition patients
from their care into hospitals because there are
insufficient doctors, nurses and beds being provided
within Victorian hospitals to enable this to occur. We
then had the extraordinary intervention of the Minister
for Health midway through 2013 of introducing the
infamous dump-and-run policy, which was designed by
him on the advice of relatively few stakeholders in the
health sector, to encourage paramedics to transport
patients to a hospital and then leave them without the
appropriate transitional care arrangements being put in
place.
That policy was rejected by paramedics and emergency
workers within hospital systems as an inadequate
response to the issue, and I thank my colleagues for
drawing this response to the attention of the
government and the chamber. Earlier in my
contribution I indicated that it was the factual basis of
the analysis provided by those various sources that I
needed to demonstrate the point, whether it be the
Productivity Commission, the Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare, the hospital data itself or
information that has been gathered by the opposition
through freedom of information.
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In my contribution I indicated that I did not need to rely
on proof put forward by or arguments mounted in
newspapers, and I specifically drew attention to the
Herald Sun. I did not need that newspaper to prove the
point, but in October 2013 the Herald Sun certainly
nailed the point that the health crisis and the ambulance
crisis could and should be resolved by the intervention
of the Premier because clearly the health minister was
not up to it. Clearly the health minister was incapable of
solving this problem, and that was a challenge that the
Herald Sun was very happy to put on the public record.
It is totally consistent with what the opposition has been
saying for a number of years and, increasingly, with
what members of the community are saying.
The motion before the chamber today calls upon
members to vote to condemn the minister for not
having sufficient wherewithal to undertake his
responsibilities and to indicate that he has failed the
people of Victoria. I implore government members to
not only do Victorian patients a favour and the
Parliament a favour but also, ultimately, to do
themselves a favour and support today’s resolution.
Members should vote to support my motion, which
clearly articulates the reasons this minister does not
deserve the ongoing support of this chamber. We
express no confidence in his ability to acquit his
responsibilities or satisfy his election commitments. I
urge members to support the motion.
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 17
Barber, Mr
Broad, Ms
Darveniza, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Hartland, Ms
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr

Melhem, Mr
Mikakos, Ms
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Scheffer, Mr (Teller)
Somyurek, Mr (Teller)
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms

Noes, 19
Atkinson, Mr
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr D.
Drum, Mr
Elsbury, Mr (Teller)
Finn, Mr (Teller)
Guy, Mr
Hall, Mr

Koch, Mr
Kronberg, Mrs
Lovell, Ms
Millar, Mrs
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr

Pairs
Tarlamis, Mr
Viney, Mr

Motion negatived.

O’Brien, Mr
Liberal Party vacancy
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HEATWAVES
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I
move:
That this house —
(1) notes that from 14 to 17 January 2014, Victoria
experienced an unprecedented heatwave with the hottest
four-day period on record for both maximum and daily
mean temperatures;
(2) acknowledges with great sadness the loss of life due to
this heatwave that engulfed Victoria and offers our
sincere condolences to those families;
(3) highly commends the hard work and dedication of staff
and volunteers of emergency services, community-based
health services, local governments and community
organisations who responded to the heatwave
emergency in extremely difficult conditions;
(4) recognises that 2013 was Australia’s hottest year on
record and that climate change is increasing and will
continue to increase the frequency, duration and
intensity of heatwaves in Victoria;
(5) refers to the Legal and Social Issues References
Committee for inquiry, consideration and report by
19 August 2014 the heatwave planning, response and
recovery with reference to —
(a) the adequacy of the heatwave plan for Victoria to
address the threat to health and life posed by the
January 2014 heatwave;
(b) the adequacy of emergency services, local
government and other key community agencies’
heatwave action plans and how effectively they
were able to be implemented;
(c) how effectively Victorians who are most
vulnerable to heatwaves were protected and
supported to manage the heat health threat; and
(d) opportunities for improvement, including
considering a whole-of-government integrated
approach, similar to that taken for bushfire
emergencies.

Heatwaves are of critical concern to Victorians. This
motion begins by recognising the extreme heat we have
faced over the past month. The Bureau of Meteorology
found that the heatwave that engulfed us between 14
and 17 January this year was mainly focused over
Victoria and that numerous records were broken for
extended periods of heat. It was the hottest four-day
period on record for both maximum and daily mean
temperatures. It reached 45 degrees in Victoria on three
days during the heatwave. The bureau reported a
fivefold increase since 1957 in the average annual
frequency of 45 degrees centigrade temperatures. The
statewide average maximum temperature exceeded
41 degrees on four consecutive days, surpassing the

Wednesday, 5 February 2014

record of three consecutive days set in 2009 in the
lead-up to the Black Saturday fires. These two
heatwaves, both of which occurred in the last five
years, stand ahead of any others recorded on a
statewide basis.
This motion acknowledges with great sadness the loss
of life caused by the recent heatwave, and along with
my colleagues, and I believe everyone in the chamber, I
offer my condolences to families who have lost loved
ones. Current estimates are that more than 100 people
died as a result of the heatwave. I await the chief health
officer’s report on the heatwave for the final toll and for
a greater understanding of the circumstances in which
people passed away. I would appreciate the government
providing us with an estimated time line in which we
can expect to see the chief health officer’s report. We
know that heatwaves have a major impact on human
health. People aged over 65, children and those
suffering chronic disease are the most vulnerable to
extreme heat. The cause of death is often heart failure
or heatstroke. Once again I offer our condolences to the
grieving families.
This motion commends the hard work of those
employed by or volunteering with emergency services,
community organisations, local government and
community health centres who worked long hours
under difficult conditions to protect our most vulnerable
residents from the heatwave. Without their work on the
front line, I am sure that many more lives would have
been lost. Simple measures can save lives during a
heatwave — providing an air-conditioned space for
people to get a break from the heat, keeping swimming
pools open later, handing out bottles of cold water and
sunscreen, providing health-care and heatwave advice
and checking on the welfare of vulnerable people. All
of these acts make a great difference.
Some organisations went to great lengths to find
temporary alternative housing arrangements for people
in rooming houses or high-rise apartments with no air
conditioning and no natural ventilation because their
windows cannot be opened. Some council workers
spent hours on phones, checking the wellbeing of every
home and community care client in their area and
sending workers to check on residents who seemed to
be struggling. We congratulate all those who went the
extra yard to look after their neighbours and the people
in their care.
The fourth part of the motion acknowledges that
heatwaves like the ones experienced in January this
year and in 2009 are part of our climate reality today.
The Bureau of Meteorology recently declared 2013
Australia’s hottest year on record. This follows
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consistently high temperatures over the past decade.
Climate change is increasing and will continue to
increase the frequency, duration and intensity of
heatwaves in Victoria. Heatwaves will only get worse,
and the health impacts will continue to grow. CSIRO
predicts that heatwave deaths across Australia will
more than double by 2020, from around 1100 per year
at present to 2300 to 2500, and these deaths are
projected to quadruple by 2050.
Given the significant toll heatwaves are taking and will
continue to take on the Victorian community, we must
respond to heatwaves with the same seriousness,
resolve and investment as we do to other disasters.
Heatwaves deserve a whole-of-government, integrated
emergency response on the scale of our response to
major bushfires. After the 2009 heatwave the
government took some steps to improve our heatwave
response. In 2011 it released a heatwave plan for
Victoria. As part of this plan the Department of Health
issues heat health alerts to various agencies that choose
to subscribe to it. The government acknowledges that
heatwaves require emergency responses, but the system
of heat alerts is hardly an emergency response on the
scale of other threats such as bushfires.
There is mention of heatwaves in the Emergency
Management Manual Victoria, which allocates
responsibility for management to the police. In
appendix 10 the manual provides a list of detailed
multi-agency emergency management plans. There are
plans for road rescues, bushfires, earthquake
emergencies, flood emergencies, health emergencies,
storm emergencies, tsunami emergencies, transport and
engineering emergencies, chemical, biological and
radiological responses, animal welfare emergencies,
human pandemics and marine pollution — but there is
no emergency plan for heatwaves. The manual was last
updated in 2013, so it is not as though there have not
been opportunities to include a heatwave emergency
plan in recent years, especially considering what we
saw in 2009.
The federal government’s State of Australian Cities
2013 report shows that heatwaves cause more deaths
than all other emergencies in Australia, including
bushfires, cyclones, earthquakes, storms and floods
combined. Since 1890 heatwaves have caused
2887 deaths, far more than the 843 from bushfires, 453
from floods and 124 from storms.
Given that so many lives are lost — more than from all
other emergencies — it is confusing and alarming that
heatwaves do not attract the same level of concern and
emergency planning. The government failed to even
mention heatwaves in its 2013 emergency management
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white paper, which is its 10-year vision for emergency
management in Victoria. It seems that the scale of
response currently afforded to heatwaves would be
adequate for a small-scale health threat, but it is not
adequate for an emergency that affects the entire state,
causes massive strain on the health system and
community support agencies and leads to hundreds of
lives being lost.
Clearly the government is not taking heatwaves
seriously enough, and the Greens are not alone in their
concern about that. The Victorian Council of Social
Service (VCOSS) has also called for a
whole-of-government approach to heatwave
emergencies using a model similar to that for bushfire
emergencies. The VCOSS report Feeling the Heat —
Heatwaves and Social Vulnerability in Victoria outlines
concerns that heatwaves are not included in Victoria’s
emergency management provisions. VCOSS has said
that the lack of dedicated planning for extreme heat
events puts an extra burden on local government,
emergency services and local community sector
organisations which are at the front line of responses
and often struggle to meet the heightened demand for
services. This is exacerbated as heatwaves often
correspond with periods of high fire danger.
The previous government did provide funding and
support to local government to develop local heatwave
action plans. However, no funding has been provided
by the coalition government to implement the plans.
The coalition government is relying on emergency
services, local government, community health centres,
neighbourhood houses and community organisations to
put on extra staff, open up air-conditioned spaces and
respond to heat emergencies on the ground. The
government expects them to simply shoulder the costs,
which could run into hundreds or even thousands of
dollars. Some local councils and organisations, as I
have said, go to significant effort and expense to
respond to heatwaves; however, the lack of funding,
together with a lack of statewide investment and
coordination, means that the response by local
government and other agencies is quite modest in
nature and often not commensurate with the seriousness
of the emergency.
These responses are not consistent across the state but
are rather ad hoc, dependent upon local circumstances
and the availability of resources and services. I do not
believe that is good enough. During the January
heatwave we had many examples of people slipping
through the cracks. There was no statewide plan that
considered where homeless people would go to escape
the heat. Thankfully the Salvation Army, after
identifying the issue on the first day of the heatwave,
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acted quickly and contacted the City of Melbourne to
create air-conditioned refuges in the town hall and other
buildings. The City of Melbourne agreed immediately
and should be commended for that, but such a scenario
should have been anticipated and properly considered
in a statewide emergency management plan. Places
should have been prepared and promoted in advance of
the heatwave to protect the health of those on the street,
people who often suffer from chronic health conditions
and thus are particularly vulnerable to extreme heat.
The president of the Australian Medical Association
Victoria in an interview on the 7.30 Report said that
some hospitals were not prepared for the spike in
presentations during the heatwave and needed
contingency funding to put on extra staff and open extra
beds for the influx during heatwave emergencies. He
said that the performance of these hospitals suffered as
a result of this lack of preparation.
One of Australia’s leading heat health experts,
Dr Margaret Loughnan, a health geographer at Monash
University, said too many vulnerable people, such as
the elderly and those with chronic illnesses, were not
prepared for such hot weather. While she recognised
that we get a few days warning that a heatwave is
coming, Dr Loughnan said that it is not enough for
people to say that they are heatwave prepared. Being
heatwave prepared means making sure your air
conditioner is working, making sure that you have got
your medication stored at the right temperature and, if
you do not have an air conditioner, making sure that
you can get yourself somewhere that does. It takes
some research and preparation to find where you can go
to get a seat in an air-conditioned space for a couple of
hours and how you can get there safely in searing heat.
Many people are not prepared to cope with the heat
should there be a blackout, as we have seen in South
Australia over the last few days. We now know that that
is quite common during heatwaves. Most home phone
lines now rely on power to operate as they are cordless
systems. During a blackout people are cut off from
communication networks and cannot phone for help.
With no air conditioner or fan, sometimes for hours,
this puts many people at further risk.
Dr Loughnan said that the government could ask
people to develop ahead of summer heatwave plans that
make them contemplate staying safe at home during the
heatwave or leaving, just as people do with their
bushfire plans. We all know that these bushfire plans
have been extremely successful. The Department of
Health should then be able to say, ‘We are issuing a
heat alert and it is time to activate your heatwave plan
now’.
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Local radio station 774 ABC is the official emergency
broadcaster in Victoria. During the January heatwave
there were systematic bushfire warnings at regular
intervals during station programming. However,
provision of heatwave health advice was dependent on
if and when the presenter mentioned it, and you can
safely say that it is not mentioned nearly as often as a
fire threat. The two should be linked, although we know
that the health impact of a heatwave is far greater.
These deficiencies in health warnings are just a few
examples of what happens during heatwaves, which are
not taken as seriously as bushfires. They are examples
reflective of the deeper lack of commitment by the state
government to addressing the heatwave health threat.
In response to the January heatwave, VCOSS has also
highlighted that a number of other states and cities
prone to heatwaves, such as Western Australia and
New York, have adopted better approaches. Western
Australia has an integrated heatwave emergency
management preparedness, planning and response plan.
The Western Australian state emergency plan for
heatwaves details the arrangements for the control of
emergency response in the management of heatwave
emergencies. It is a whole-of-government, consolidated
plan that not only identifies triggers for the emergency
response but identifies response strategies and
establishes clear notification and communication
protocols between emergency management
stakeholders.
A more detailed example of heatwave planning is in
New York. The New York Office of Emergency
Management plans and prepares for emergencies,
educates the public about preparedness, coordinates
emergency response and recovery and collects and
disseminates emergency information on a range of
natural and man-made emergencies, including extreme
heat. When the heat index is forecast to reach a
prescribed temperature the Office of Emergency
Management convenes a steering committee, which
comprises various health, critical infrastructure, public
safety and communications agency representatives. The
steering committee meets daily to review forecasts,
assess the status of the city’s infrastructure and its
citizens’ health and safety and determine what action
should be taken. Depending on the severity, the city
may open cooling centres in air-conditioned public
community centres, senior citizens centres and public
libraries to offer people relief from the heat. It may
increase outreach to the homeless and other at-risk
populations, or issue evacuation safety alerts for
contractors working with underground infrastructure.
In a more severe heat emergency the city’s emergency
operations centre will also be activated to provide a
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central point of coordination and communication for
various aspects of the emergency response. The Office
of Emergency Management provides a free telephone
service to locate cooling centres or pools and provides
an online location service. Its website also offers
information and advice on keeping cool, heat-related
illness, conserving energy and other heat-related issues.
This is a great example of what we could be doing in
Victoria. A consistent and coordinated approach to
heatwave is long overdue.
The final part of the motion before the house today calls
for the Legal and Social Issues References Committee
to undertake a wide-ranging inquiry into the adequacy
of the Heatwave Plan for Victoria — Protecting Health
and Reducing Harm from Heatwaves for Victoria to
address the threat to health and life posed by the 2014
heatwave. The inquiry must investigate not only the
state government’s plans but also those of emergency
services, local government and other agencies upon
which the government relies to deliver life-saving
measures.
As I indicated earlier, I believe many of these front-line
agencies were hampered in their efforts by a lack of
funding and, in some cases, a lack of planning support
to deliver all the services that would substantially
benefit vulnerable people during heatwaves. The
motion specifies that the inquiry must investigate how
Victorian heatwave management plans could be
improved, including the adoption of a proper
emergency management plan such as that which exists
for bushfires.
In Victoria we need to develop a better understanding
of best practice heatwave management and how it can
be applied across the state. The Victorian government is
currently undertaking major reform of the state’s crisis
and emergency management arrangements to create a
more disaster-resilient and safer Victoria. It has
established Emergency Management Victoria to create
an all-hazards, all-agencies approach. An inquiry by the
Legal and Social Issues References Committee into our
statewide heatwave response, ahead of the operation of
these new emergency management arrangements,
would be extremely informative and critical to ensuring
that this new agency oversees heatwave emergencies,
and does so with greater commitment and investment
than we have seen from the government in the past.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I am
pleased to respond to the motion moved by
Ms Hartland. It is an important motion. It canvasses a
very important topic — that is, our preparation for
heatwaves that occur from time to time. There are some
lessons to be learnt, as there always are out of each and
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every occasion of this type. As Mr Barber said in this
chamber yesterday in speaking on a bill, in 2010 a
parliamentary committee looked at the 2009 heatwave
impact. The chief health officer at the time, Dr John
Carnie, conducted a systematic review of what had
occurred then. It was clear that 374 people had died,
and in that sense it is likely to have been the biggest
tragedy that has occurred in peace time in Australia in
terms of its impact and loss of life. It had a very
significant impact. That was under the previous
government. It is important to note that through that
period there were no heatwave plans and there were no
systemic responses or organised responses of any scale.
I observed that evidence.
Professor Chris Brook, who is a director in my
department, gave evidence at that hearing. I have had
many discussions with Professor Brook, who is a very
experienced person in disaster planning. He is the state
health commander and is somebody of great eminence
who has knowledge in this area and strong connections
with those who understand how to plan for these sorts
of emergencies. I can indicate that Professor Brook and
I made contact with authorities in both the United
States and Canada on matters surrounding emergency
management. We looked at similarities and challenges
in those jurisdictions to understand how to respond in a
whole range of circumstances.
There is also the set of very important
recommendations that came out of the bushfires royal
commission. The now government, then opposition,
adopted those recommendations. A number of the
recommendations went to greater coordination and
arrangements between agencies. We now have a
systemic and statewide organisation between different
agencies — between health, ambulance, the fire
authorities, the emergency services, the State
Emergency Service and so on. There is a systemic
approach there that was not there previously. I am not
being critical of the previous government; this is from
learning that has come out of some of the disasters that
occurred in 2009, including both the bushfire disasters
and also the heatwave impacts.
I was proud to launch Heatwave Plan for Victoria —
Protecting Health and Reducing Harm from Heatwaves
in recognition that from time to time we will see
significant impacts on our communities. I want to pay
tribute to the current chief health officer, Dr Rosemary
Lester, for the work that she and her predecessor,
Dr John Carnie, have undertaken in terms of
preparation in this area; and also others in my
department, Alison MacMillan and Carmel Flynn, who
have done enormous work to put this on a stronger and
more planned footing, particularly in conjunction with
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the other agencies. It was interesting that as the recent
very hot week came forward, the planning between
agencies was stronger than it had ever been before in
Victoria’s history. There was integration between the
agencies. Staff from the Department of Health, the
Department of Human Services and Ambulance
Victoria were integrated into the state emergency
response in a way that they had not been before.
Ambulance Victoria and my own Department of Health
staff and emergency management people were more
coordinated than ever before.
Our own small emergency centre has, as a matter of
routine and practice now, incorporated links with
Ambulance Victoria and personnel are being based
there so that the coordination that operates is seamless
and the ability to transact data and information and to
share the sources of information that are available is
much greater. The links with councils were also
strengthened, and a set of arrangements were put in
place. Councils were asked to plan ahead of time. Each
local community has a responsibility in that regard.
Under the system that has been put in place the chief
health officer issues the alerts in a timely way, ahead of
time, based on the evidence and on an algorithm that
enables us to predict the likely results in the different
regions of Victoria. For those who have not read the
heatwave plan document, I would suggest it is a very
worthwhile read. I am not suggesting that there can
never be any improvements to this plan; I think there
can be and there will be over time. As each occasion
occurs we add more coordination and more useful ways
forward that protect the public and that put things in
place ahead of time to ensure that there are better
outcomes for our community. At figure 1 in the
document you will see the heat health temperature
thresholds and corresponding weather forecast districts.
It lays out the municipalities and a number of the key
forecasting matrices that will enable the chief health
officer to make the decisions that she needs to make.
The warnings go out. This time there were not just
warnings from the chief health officer but a significant
and broad communications plan was launched. I want
to pay tribute to a number of others, including
Ambulance Victoria and particularly Paul Holman, who
is a person of great integrity and good sense. He was
the one who had the responsibility of coordinating
Ambulance Victoria’s input with the Department of
Health’s emergency response team and worked with
them in a coordinated way. He was also very good in
getting many of the messages out to the community,
whether on radio or television or in other forums.
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From the start of this process we increasingly found
that we were holding joint and integrated briefings for
the press and for those we wanted to alert to enable
them to get the messages out to the broader community.
Paul Holman was very effective in helping to get those
messages out. The chief health officer also took part in
those briefings, and on a number of occasions the fire
authorities and others were involved, including my
colleague the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services. Importantly, another approach we took saw
the commissioner for senior Victorians, Gerard
Mansour, also involved. He sought to communicate
with seniors through organisations, individuals and
direct communications like email and other
mechanisms, including news releases and press
appearances around the state, to get the message out
that those who are older and, in some cases, much more
vulnerable needed to take specific action. Those actions
were well detailed. Tips sheets and information were
provided across the community very broadly.
It is important to understand that the heat response is
somewhat different from other emergencies. It is
dispersed across local communities. One of the things
we tried to get across is that people should talk to their
neighbours, knock on their doors and assist them if
possible. As Ms Hartland pointed out, many of our
councils took elaborate steps to contact those in their
municipalities who were in the at-risk categories.
Obviously the response varied considerably between
municipalities. No-one should think that a very small
rural shire would have the same response as a major
metropolitan municipality. There are different response
outlines, different communities and different abilities to
respond. We have worked with councils and talked
these matters through.
Health services were also notified through the heat
health alert system. Health services are required to have
heat plans and to put them in place at the appropriate
time. Those documents were put in place ahead of time,
and they are followed by alerts from the chief health
officer or other authorities. They enable the health
services to take whatever action is required in the
circumstances to put themselves in a position to handle
changes that occur. The heat health alert system is an
important one. As I said, the chief health officer issues
imminent heat condition warnings, and the updated
State Health Emergency Response Plan was issued on
19 November 2013, putting in place many of these
related steps.
It is important to note that the period between 13 and
18 January was very hot — and likely to have been the
hottest period on record. Day three of the heat event in
2009 saw mean temperatures of 34.6 degrees, day four
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saw temperatures of 35.0 degrees and day five saw
temperatures of 33.8 degrees. These were very
significant mean temperatures, with three days over
30 degrees. But in the 2014 event the temperatures
were 35.7 degrees on day three, 34.4 degrees on day
four, 34.8 degrees on day five and 32.7 degrees on day
six. This was a longer heatwave, with mean
temperatures very significantly challenging the
community. The important thing is the additional day
coming cumulatively on top of three very hot days,
which had a significant impact on communities and on
older and vulnerable Victorians.
The government was very aware of that, and I can
indicate that all the emergency authorities were deeply
engaged in getting the messages out. I want to put on
record the government’s thanks to the fire services
commissioner Craig Lapsley for the work he did in
assisting in getting these messages out. Both he and the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, Kim
Wells, were very helpful in enabling a coordinated
response and assisting with the task of getting out the
detailed messages. I also want to record my thanks to
Ambulance Victoria; I think it played a magnificent
role here. Additional resources were available, and the
relationship that exists with the Metropolitan Fire
Brigade enabled an additional first responder capacity
to be deployed. There were also staff call-backs to
make sure that as many staff as possible were available,
and there was flexing up and down by using the
non-emergency patient transport vehicle fleet, which
can be deployed under the contractual arrangements
with those non-emergency patient transport firms when
there is an emergency. This enables the fleet to expand
as required and to do so in local areas to enable
response to greater demand. Those non-emergency
ambulances are used specifically for less acute code 3
patients, enabling the Ambulance Victoria fleet to be
deployed for the most acute patients. There was a
significant effort to have a very fast response on every
possible occasion to cardiac events. The number of
cardiac events was much greater than is normally the
case, and the number went up as the hotter days rolled
on.
There was also close communication with the Bureau
of Meteorology and briefings to our centre and to the
state control centre to enable an understanding of the
likely impacts and timing of those impacts in different
regions. The chief health officer, the fire services
commissioner, the state health and medical commander
and, as I said, the commissioner for senior Victorians
and the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
worked closely together in a seamless and coordinated
way. I think the preplanning paid very big dividends.
There is no doubt that there will have been significant
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impacts, and I can indicate to the house today, as I have
done publicly on a number of occasions, that the chief
health officer will complete a report on this event, as
she did in the case of the 2009 event. That is entirely
appropriate and as it should be. That final report will
take some time to complete, because quite a lot of
detailed work is required to understand each and every
area that has been impacted upon and to do it in a
thorough and thoughtful way.
I have no doubt that Rosemary Lester, the chief health
officer, will undertake the steps in a coordinated, proper
and entirely scientifically based way. It is important that
we not jump to conclusions about individual cases or
even broad numbers of cases, because there are a
number of factors at work here. Public comments have
been made which were ill-informed reflex comments
which were made in some cases by people not fully
briefed about the detail of the state’s response, the
coordination of the state’s response and the thought and
effort that had been put in by many people across a
large number of agencies in terms of the response.
Some of those people have since been briefed, and they
took a very different view once they could see the detail
and planning that had gone in.
In this context I want to say something about the
importance of not confusing the response on individual
occasions with broader and more esoteric debates on
climate change. I heard Mr Barber’s comments in this
chamber yesterday, and I understand his points about
adaptation and mitigation. I also understand the points
that are made about climate change and that there are
some people who have particular agendas there. They
are entitled to have particular agendas — it is a free
country, and people can say what they wish — but we
ought not confuse the specifics of the response and the
specifics of preplanning with a broader agenda.
Some political parties have a particular agenda and see
the heatwave as a way of bringing certain issues back
onto the political agenda for their own ideological and
political purposes. Again, they are entitled to do that,
but I am entitled, as are government members and
others, to call them on it and say that that is what is
going on. We need to be quite clear that the specifics of
planning, the specifics of preparation and the specifics
of our response — both the response of the government
and the response of the community — to these things
are incredibly important matters, and they ought not to
be mixed up like a great big cake with concepts around
climate change and the debates that are occurring there.
Where people have political allegiances and so forth,
they should declare those up-front rather than, in a few
cases, running agendas that are clearly designed in a
particular way.
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Notwithstanding that, I welcome debate on these
matters publicly because it is only by sensible, practical
debate that we can actually improve in an ongoing way
the response in these areas. There is always something
further to learn and additional points to add that will
improve and refine the way these matters are dealt with.
Of course the chief health officer will undertake a
detailed examination, and the heatwave planning will
no doubt be improved in individual steps as ideas are
introduced. There is no doubt that further steps can be
taken to ensure that the state health and emergency
response plan, which is now in its third edition and was
issued on 19 November 2013, undergoes further
iterations.
An example of one little piece of mischief that was run
by a group that ought to have known better in this
circumstance was putting out that the calling of the
code orange by Ambulance Victoria in some way was
the wrong thing to do or some mode of crisis. In fact
the opposite was true. It was a preplanned code that
brought resources and a clear message to ambulance
service people across the state about the likely scale and
need for preparation. This was a carefully preplanned
calling of a code orange exactly as it was meant to
occur. It was to give people forewarning and time for
preparation for a particular series of heat events. For a
group to go out publicly and seek to indicate that this
was in some way a wrong response or something that
indicated a crisis or a lack of preparation is mischief
designed for political purposes. I was very disappointed
to see that particular group go out and make those
claims in circumstances where the state was responding
ahead of time with appropriate warnings and additional
resources being deployed, and we were doing that in an
entirely responsible way and in the way it was intended
to operate.
Groups that have a particular political agenda need to
take a step back and look at the immediate
circumstances and the need to make sure that everyone
pulls together. We saw one group seek to play political
games about whether additional resources would be
deployed. I, along with my ministerial colleagues, very
much have the view that where there is a natural
disaster or some broad and diffuse challenge, like the
heatwave, it is all hands on deck, as it were. It is about
everyone not playing demarcation games or industrial
games in circumstances like those during a heatwave. I
was very disappointed to see one or two groups playing
those sorts of industrial games at a time when the state
was challenged by a major heatwave.
These are important points to put on the record. I again
mark particularly the response of Ambulance Victoria,
the paramedics of our state and the volunteers for their
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remarkable contribution. They all pulled together in a
way that saw the deployment of maximum resources
and the significant saving of lives and misery through
that important preplanning. We will learn from each of
these events. Ideas will be taken on board, and I
welcome constructive suggestions from wherever they
might come. I look forward to that being done in
exactly that mode rather than in the ill-informed mode
of a couple of individuals who commented in the public
domain — unhelpfully — throughout this period. It is
likely that we will face further heat impacts in the
coming period, and the government and the agencies
involved are certainly preparing for those.
I should say something too about local government. By
and large across the state local government performed
admirably, and it is important to put on record the
thanks of the Victorian community for the work that
was done in ensuring that older people, vulnerable
people and others across the community were
supported to a very significant extent in this process.
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
On behalf of the Labor Party I am very happy to
support Ms Hartland’s motion before the chamber
today and her intention to try to find ways in which we
can enhance our ability to respond to ongoing heatwave
situations — something we have witnessed and
experienced in Victoria in recent times. By the end of
this week we will experience another, and they will be a
feature of our lives in years to come. I join Ms Hartland
and the Leader of the Government in congratulating our
emergency workers, who have responded to the needs
of our community in the latest heatwave conditions. I
thank them for their contribution and support them in
the vital work they will be undertaking on behalf of
vulnerable members of the community.
I also join Ms Hartland particularly in congratulating
the non-government sector and the local government
sector on playing a role and sharing the load within the
community. A point she made well, which was
reiterated by the minister, was that there are any
number of members of our community who have found
there is an important role to play in supporting
vulnerable members of our community — particularly
the aged, the infirm and children — and in responding
to the sometimes urgent and ongoing need for them to
be provided with a safe environment and the
appropriate health provisions and health care in a time
of heat stress.
Many members of the Victorian community have had
to endure very trying circumstances in recent times. We
anticipate that occurring into the future, probably at an
increasing rate. I am one member of the Parliament
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who is not afraid to acknowledge the existence of
climate change or the pressures that global warming
may have already placed upon people’s quality of life,
not only in Victoria but also across Australia and
indeed around the world. I anticipate that these natural
phenomena will increase environmental pressures and
the stresses and strains on human habitation in the years
to come.

that the implementation of that work or the further work
to be done is without blind spots or awkwardness. In
that spirit I call on the minister to embrace this
opportunity to evaluate the effectiveness of the
response of agencies, to evaluate our ability to fund
these matters into the future and to have some inquiry
into these matters. If that is the spirit in which we can
be united, well and good.

I do not know why politicians such as the Minister for
Health claim that this is an esoteric debate. It is a real
set of climatic conditions that we have to be alive to,
not live in denial of, and that we should take account of
in our proper planning for the future, whether that be in
health care, in environmental management or in other
ways we can mitigate the risks of global warming. We
should not at every turn try to absolve ourselves of
responsibility for this problem or its consequences by
saying that this is an esoteric debate, as the minister has
done today and indeed as I heard him say yesterday. It
is important that we concentrate on the coordination of
care in Victoria and our ability to respond to emergency
situations and human need in our community. That is
the measure we should focus and concentrate on, and
that is the spirit in which Ms Hartland has raised this
motion today. That is the spirit in which I support her in
this motion.

I understand that the minister may be anxious about the
potential resource allocation that may flow from this
inquiry. Ms Hartland’s questions yesterday in the
Parliament of Victoria concerned whether the Victorian
government has the ability to support non-government
agencies, the local government sector and community
organisations which have embarked on this important
work in recent times and may be called upon to do so in
the future. The minister is anxious about this matter. He
is anxious about the availability of ambulance services
at the best of times, let alone in times of emergency or
crisis. It is incumbent upon the government to come to
terms with these matters. It has to overcome its anxiety
in order to examine them. It must expose itself to
external scrutiny and seek the best advice about how
these matters should be dealt with in the future.
That is why I encourage the government to participate
and to support the motion to enable the Victorian
Parliament to undertake the important work that
Ms Hartland is asking of it through this motion. I am
happy to support her today.

I listened to the minister speak for the best part of
20 minutes. Whilst he spoke about issues that were
relevant to the motion, he concluded his contribution
without making it clear whether he supported the
motion or opposed it. I on behalf of the Labor Party
indicate within my presentation, which will not be as
lengthy as that of the minister, that we will support this
motion, not only because of its recognition of issues
that are important to our community but also because it
calls for further work and exploration of our ability to
respond to these issues. In a totally appropriate way it
gives a job to a committee of the Parliament to account
to the Parliament and the Victorian people for those
issues now and into the future. It is worthwhile that a
parliamentary committee should undertake this type of
inquiry.

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I am
pleased to rise and speak briefly to Ms Hartland’s
motion. The minister has eloquently outlined to the
house the issues and the background to what has
occurred with regard to heatwave response in this state.
Following 2009 the Department of Health developed a
heatwave plan for Victoria. That has been implemented
by the coalition government, beginning in 2011. I
would like to commend the department and all those
who worked on that heat plan. It is a comprehensive
plan, and it provides detailed levels of information for
some of our most vulnerable groups.

The minister should not be defensive about this issue,
because quite rightly he was able in his contribution to
identify a range of ways in which the emergency
response to heatwave conditions has been enhanced in
the last few years. That is a positive thing. That is
something for which I congratulate the good citizens of
Victoria. The professional public servants and agencies
that the minister identified in his contribution are
worthy of ongoing support and recognition for that
work. But as the minister indicated, he does not
assume, as I do not assume and nobody should assume,

As has been said, many individuals, community groups
and other agencies have worked collectively on this
issue to ensure that we can get communication out to
the most vulnerable people to forewarn them of
heatwaves. We have various temperature ranges across
the state. As we know, just a few days ago there was an
extensive period with high levels of heat. The heatwave
continued for six days, with the temperature above
45 degrees Celsius on three consecutive days, so there
were significant temperatures across the state, which
impacted on a range of people.
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I am pleased that along with others the commissioner
for older people, Gerard Mansour, has been active in
highlighting one of those vulnerable groups, those in
aged care. Some very good advice is available for those
involved in residential aged care about heatwaves, the
resources that are available and what aged-care
agencies and services should do to provide the best
plans for people in residential aged care.
The other thing I will mention briefly in the time I have
is the very good initiative of the Minister for Children
and Early Childhood Development, Ms Lovell, in
launching the campaign for not leaving children in cars.
Last Sunday the minister launched the No Exceptions,
No Excuses campaign to combat children being left in
cars in the heat. That campaign has been widely
supported, with widespread advertising in the
metropolitan and regional newspapers, on radio and in
digital advertising highlighting the very dangerous
situation if children are left in cars on hot days. That is
an element indirectly related to the subject of the
motion, but it goes to safety in the heat.
Whether it be Ambulance Victoria, the State
Emergency Service or the fire services, those agencies
that all worked very constructively together with the
Department of Health in alerting the Victorian
community have done a very good job in providing
information about the heatwave to service providers
and individuals and community groups.
I would also like to commend Lord Mayor Robert
Doyle on his initiative of opening public pools to the
homeless by providing free passes. That very good
initiative of the Melbourne City Council was
welcomed. It obviously gave great relief to many
people. If more local government and community
groups think a little outside the square, if you like, and
take initiatives such as that, they will assist many
people who might be experiencing heat stress in the
future.
Business interrupted pursuant to order of Council.
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Ombudsman: investigation into children
transferred from youth justice system to adult
prison system
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak on the report recently tabled by the Victorian
Ombudsman entitled Investigation into Children
Transferred from the Youth Justice System to the Adult
Prison System. It concerns a matter of great importance
for this state — that is, the management of youth
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prisoners within our justice system in a way which
strikes a balance between the objectives of adequate
punishment for antisocial behaviour, the protection of
society as well as workers and youth prisoners in the
system, and rehabilitation. The report paints an
alarming picture and makes it clear that at present the
current government is far from achieving that balance.
By way of background, since 2010 there has been a
constant increase in the number of children transferred
to adult prison custody. In 2010 there were three
transfers, in 2011 there were four and in 2012 the figure
jumped to seven. In the report the Ombudsman
observes that this increase in transfers is due to both an
increase in violent offences and boredom amongst
long-term detainees.
There has been a marked trend in the type of offences
for which our youth are being detained in this state.
That trend is away from property offences and towards
violent offences. We have seen this in the statistics
collected by institutions of the youth justice system. In
its report entitled Sentencing Children and Young
People in Victoria, the Sentencing Advisory Council
concluded that:
There has been, however, an increase over the 10 years in the
rate of violent offences sentenced in the Children’s Court and
a decrease in the rate of sentenced property offences.

It should be remarked, however, as it is in the
Sentencing Advisory Council report, that offences dealt
with in the criminal division of the Children’s Court are
mostly non-violent and many of them are minor. For
the period 2000–09 transit offences constituted 34.1 per
cent of all principal proven offences, followed by
32.1 per cent.
The Ombudsman made three recommendations. The
first was that the Children, Youth and Families Act
2005 be amended so as to remove the option to transfer
children to the adult prison system, provided that
additional accommodation becomes available at the
Malmsbury Youth Justice Centre. In the second
recommendation the Ombudsman was of the opinion
that Corrections Victoria should adopt the practice of
checking the dates of birth of young offenders so as to
ensure that no child is incorrectly remanded in prison.
That is a very simple thing, and I cannot believe that in
this day and age the dates of birth of young people are
not checked. In the third recommendation the
Ombudsman urged the Minister for Corrections to
consider making the Office of Correctional Services
Review both separate and independent from the
department.
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The Napthine government obviously needs to heed
these recommendations if we are to address some of the
problems which plague our youth justice system.
However, this is an issue which extends beyond the
recommendations and must be looked at seriously by
the government. The Ombudsman offers an
unequivocal statement on the issue of youths in the
adult prison system. On page 36 of the report the
Ombudsman states:
I am of the view that there are no circumstances that justify
the placement of a child in the adult prison system.

This is also the opinion of the Victorian Equal
Opportunity and Human Rights Commission and a
range of other well-placed bodies, such as the American
Bar Association and so on.
It is very important that we do whatever possible so that
young people are not ending up in adult prisons.
Everyone in the house and every person with common
sense will agree with that. The objective must be based
on the prospects of rehabilitation and safety whilst
detained. Some of the cases in the report go to
individuals who displayed some violent behaviour and
the officers in the particular facility, who were not able
to deal with them. The understanding was that they
were getting bored, so the answer was to send them to
adult prisons. Obviously that is not how we want to
treat our children. The main focus should be on
rehabilitation — that is, making sure that these kids get
back onto the straight and narrow, become decent
adults and contribute to society. We definitely do not
want to send them to adult prisons to be with adult
prisoners who will basically take advantage of them.
We do not want adult prisoners to be role models for
the children so that when their sentences are finished
they will have become criminals. It is very important
that the state government look carefully at that report
and take the appropriate action.

Department of Human Services:
report 2012–13
Mrs COOTE (Southern Metropolitan) — This is
the first time that I have been able to speak on the
annual report for 2012–13 of the Victorian Department
of Human Services. This is a volume about success. It
is a volume about a whole range of achievements of the
coalition government during its time in government. It
is about a difficult and challenging portfolio area which
has dedicated staff dealing with many clients with some
severe challenges. It is important to reiterate the values
of the department, which appear at the beginning of the
report. It is important for members of the chamber to
hear again and understand what the values are. At the
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very beginning, under ‘Year in review’, the report
states:
The Department of Human Services values are central to the
way we deal with clients, colleagues and suppliers. Our
values are:
Client focus
We listen to our clients, respond to their needs and work
with them to help them improve their wellbeing.
Professional integrity and respect
We act impartially, treating all people with dignity and
respect.
Quality
We always strive to do our best and improve the way we
do things.
Collaborative relationships
We work together to achieve better results.
Responsibility
We commit to the actions we take to achieve the best
possible outcomes for our clients.

As everyone in this chamber will be aware, the
Department of Human Services has faced some
significant changes to its structure. At the outset I want
to express my praise for the staff members and how
they met these challenges. There was a major
reorganisation in four major regions and different areas
of responsibility, and the staff made it work
exceedingly well. At the time this annual report was
written this process was beginning, and now there has
been a year for it to settle in and there has been great
success in this area.
The other great success which I have spoken about
before, which we are looking at expanding, has been
Services Connect. As many members who have had
any interface with the Department of Human Services
(DHS) will know, in the past clients would tell their
story 25 times and people got highly sick of writing out
the same forms, dealing with people in isolation and
having no hope of any seamless transition or
flow-through in what are usually very difficult and
emotive circumstances. Services Connect, which
started in the Geelong region, has looked at all DHS
issues to make certain that there is a seamless transition.
One family was found to have 10 caseworkers; that was
absolutely absurd. None of the caseworkers were
speaking to each other, but now there is a seamless
transition and everyone has responsibility for the
individual concerned and it is a collaborative approach.
It really is sticking to the values that are enunciated in
this report.
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I have spoken at other times to various elements of this
report and in detail about some of the great successes
we have had. Although there are so many divisions
within the Department of Human Services that do
excellent work, I am particularly affiliated with people
in the disability sector who do an extraordinary job. I
have found both the people who work in that area and
the clients with whom we deal to be truly remarkable
people. Many of us could learn some very great life
lessons from them.
I have also spoken about child protection and the fact
that workers in child protection need additional
recognition and support. However, today I would like
to talk about the youth justice sector of the Department
of Human Services. It is an area that not many people
think about being conducted by DHS. Victoria is quite
different from other states because we have a custodial
system which provides a break between the juvenile
area and the hard-core prison area. The youth justice
system has been a focus for action with significant
improvements and that is highlighted in this annual
report. There has been increased capacity and proactive
reforms implemented, including the launch of Parkville
College, which provides schooling and vocational
training across the Parkville and Malmsbury youth
justice precincts. It has been an extraordinary success.
We are finding now with children who had never been
to school, who had absconded and who had major
problems that the schools themselves were not keen to
persist with in trying to assist them, that the school at
Parkville has had great success. I put on record my
praise for everyone.
The custodial services are quite large. The average
daily number of young males in custody under 15 years
and females was 49; the average daily number of males
in custody aged 15-plus years was 83; and the total
number of young people in custody during the year was
729. As I said, we hope to keep these people in the
system so that we can help them choose a better path.

Auditor-General: Water Entities — Results of
the 2012–13 Audits
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak on the Victorian Auditor-General’s report Water
Entities — Results of the 2012–13 Audits. According to
the report, the Victorian water industry consists of
20 entities, comprising 19 water entities and
1 controlled entity. All entities are wholly owned by the
state. The entities are stand-alone businesses
responsible for their own management and
performance. The 19 water entities are expected to
adopt sustainable management practices which give
due regard to environmental impacts and which allow
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water resources to be conserved, properly managed and
sustained. The question everyone asks today is, ‘Why is
it that our water bills keep rising and why does it cost
so much? In the old days we knew where we stood with
the Board of Works and the Rural Water Commission’.
But in fairness to the water providers, and according to
this report, from 1 July 2012 water entities began
returning the payments to customers via a 12-month
price freeze.
At 30 June 2013 the Essential Services Commission
estimated that the water entities had returned
$265 million to customers. A total of $167 million was
returned via the price freeze. In addition, the three
metropolitan retailers and Western Water provided
rebates of $98 million to eligible customers by 30 June
2013. The report highlights a more sophisticated and
very different approach to providing water to our
Victorian households and farmers. Overall the
Auditor-General’s report states that Parliament may
have confidence in the running of the water entities
cited in the document. However, I would like to
comment on the procurement and payments to
contractors processes outlined in the report of the water
industry.
The water industry spent around $1.2 billion on goods
and services and $1.5 billion on capital in 2012–13.
One entity delayed final payment to a contractor as
insufficient funds were available when payment was
due. It consequently incurred a penalty interest charge
of 18 per cent on the outstanding amount, wasting
approximately $90 000. This is not only grossly unfair
to the contractor but a ridiculous waste of money. It
shows a lack of planning. Transparency is vital to the
ongoing confidence of the Victorian public, not just this
Parliament, and it would appear that conflict of interest
declarations have not always been completed or signed
off. That is a situation that is not acceptable.
Water industries must clearly demonstrate their
professionalism when awarding procurement tenders.
To do otherwise would jeopardise the integrity of the
people who are awarded the tenders. The
recommendations contained in the report highlight the
need for the introduction of improved practices and
strict adherence to the policy framework.

Mount Buller and Mount Stirling Alpine
Resort Management Board: report 2012–13
Mrs MILLAR (Northern Victoria) — I am very
pleased to make this statement in respect of the Mount
Buller and Mount Stirling Alpine Resort Management
Board — annual report for 2012–13.
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Mount Buller, and Victoria’s alpine region more
generally, is a place of great beauty, heritage and
significance to Victoria. The electorate of Northern
Victoria includes the prime Victorian alpine
destinations of Mount Buller and Mount Stirling,
Mount Hotham and Falls Creek. These regions play a
huge role in Victoria’s tourism industry, in terms of the
wide range of sports and outdoor endeavours on offer
and the unique alpine environment which is integrally
connected to our concept of being Victorian. I have
been visiting Mount Buller since I was a child and I still
go there every year with my family. We go in winter to
enjoy Australia’s very best snow sports. It is timely to
reflect upon the winter Olympic Games which
commence in Sochi this weekend, and we wish our
Australian Olympic team every success at these games.
We also go in summer to enjoy the iconic and
unparalleled beauty of the legendary Victorian high
country.
In this context I am pleased to note that the resort has
reported a year of consolidation and steady progress in
2013. This is despite a relatively limited snow season,
which is the resort’s ‘engine room’ period for its annual
operations. Prior investment in snowmaking
infrastructure has allowed the resort to lengthen the
snow season, and the board is currently focused on
securing greater water storage for Mount Buller to, inter
alia, assist with snowmaking to increase and protect
tourism numbers across the snow season. Despite the
somewhat limited snow season, visitor numbers
remained steady, with 253 647 visitors in 2013, down
slightly from 272 049 in 2012. Pleasingly, Mount
Stirling reported a slight increase in visitor numbers in
2013.
Visitor numbers are also supported by the continuing
presence of the Subaru Victorian Interschools
competition and the consolidation of Mount Buller’s
position as the no. 1 mountain biking destination in
Australia after being awarded this country’s first
International Mountain Bicycling Association certified
ride in 2013. This is exciting news, as cycling tourism
is an ever-increasing market for our alpine regions. The
report notes that the board has delivered a net result of
$270 000 this year and has strong plans to continue the
capital investment needed to sustain and build visitor
numbers across the year in accordance with its master
plan to guide the resort’s development over the next
10–15-year period. The report also notes the success of
the government’s new alpine policy that was
implemented in 2012 under the leadership of Minister
for Environment and Climate Change, Ryan Smith.
My congratulations go to the board’s chair, Ms Jennifer
Hutchison, chief executive officer Mr John Huber and
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the members of the Mount Buller and Mount Stirling
Alpine Resort Management Board. In particular I note
the welcome addition to the board of Mr John Lithgow,
whom I have personally known for many years as both
a great business professional within the tourism
industry and a very keen skier and cyclist. The report
notes the strength which Mr Lithgow and the other new
board members have contributed this year.
I wish the Mount Buller and Mount Stirling Alpine
Resort Management Board every success in the
forthcoming year, and I am counting down the days
until I am also back on Mount Buller in 2014.

Auditor-General: Occupational Health and
Safety Risk in Public Hospitals
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — I rise to make
a statement on Occupational Health and Safety Risk on
Public Hospitals, a report undertaken by the Victorian
Auditor-General in November 2013. The report
examines how public hospitals in Victoria are
effectively managing occupational health and safety.
Hospitals are the single largest subsector in the public
sector workforce, and as of 30 June there were
84 public hospitals in Victoria with 98 446 employees.
In his opening comments the Auditor-General states:
I found significant shortcomings in the daily management of
OHS in public hospitals visited during this audit.

The key issues that arise from this report are inadequate
reporting systems, inconsistent follow-up and
investigation of occupational health and safety
incidents, and superficial analysis of root causes.
Further, improvement is not likely to occur without a
renewed focus from senior hospital management. There
needs to be clearer accountability by the managers of
occupational health and safety performance. Whilst the
board might have a comprehensive policy, there seems
to be a breakdown of that policy when it comes to its
implementation by hospital managers. The report also
notes the need for closer collaboration between the
Department of Health and WorkSafe. The
Auditor-General notes that collaboration between these
two organisations has started but that there is a need for
them to work together more.
This is a particularly important report. Not only do an
enormous number of people work in those 84 hospitals,
which are of course workplaces, but there is also a
situation where, obviously, members of the public are
attending those hospitals too. If we do not have a
properly managed risk management regime in our
hospitals, it will not only place the workforce at greater
risk but also the general public. It is important to be
reminded that the sorts of risks that occur in hospitals
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do not necessarily happen in other workplaces and
other interfaces with the public — for example, there is
a greater risk of being exposed to infectious and
chemical agents in hospitals.
There are also issues for staff in manual handling of
patients and materials, and there are slips, trips and falls
as well as issues around occupational violence. It was
clear through the investigation that the staff did not see
occupational health and safety as very significant, and a
lot of work needs to be done in accepting that
occupational risks are just around the corner for
everyone. It was also indicated that because staff are
under enormous pressure they often do not report
occupational health and safety incidents because it
takes so much of their time.
The training of staff at all levels needs to be improved,
and records need to be kept. At the moment records are
not kept so that management knows and can ensure that
staff are up to date in terms of occupational health and
safety. I support the Auditor-General’s calls for a future
review to assess whether the level of protection for
public hospital workers has been improved. The issues
are simply too important not to be under control, and
we need to be vigilant in ensuring safe public hospital
environments for the workers as well as for the general
public in Victoria.

Department of Human Services:
report 2012–13
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I am
pleased to speak on the annual report 2012–13 from the
Victorian Department of Human Services. In doing so I
note the foreword from the secretary of the department,
Ms Gill Callister, and I commend her on the work she
has undertaken and the issues she highlights, which
outline major improvements in the department and
work being done towards giving more of our
community and those less fortunate or more vulnerable
greater access to services.
I note that four ministers have responsibility in this
area: Mary Wooldridge is the Minister for Mental
Health, the Minister for Community Services, and the
Minister for Disability Services and Reform; Wendy
Lovell is the Minister for Housing; Ryan Smith is the
Minister for Youth Affairs and Heidi Victoria is the
Minister for Women’s Affairs. One of the areas
highlighted in the report is Services Connect, which
brings a range of services together, whether it be child
protection, public housing, disability, youth justice,
family violence, mental health or alcohol and drug
services, providing an integrated response. It is about
drawing on the best practice across the services and
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programs. Through an integrated approach this is an
area in which the department is able to achieve great
improvements in service delivery, and I commend the
department and the various ministers on working
together to enable that to occur.
I note in the secretary’s foreword that:
Through partnerships across the youth, business and
philanthropic sectors and directly engaging with young
people, almost one in five young Victorians participated in
one of our youth affairs programs in the last year.

That is a great indication of how some of the programs
are working. I note that there are a number of
challenges highlighted in the report, and an area on
which I have spoken in the past is the ageing
population, which will place more demands on this
particular department, and those services will at times
be challenged. The comparison between the situation
now and in 15 years time highlights the issue of that
ageing population. At page 4 the report states:
The population aged over 65 is expected to represent 19.5 per
cent of Victoria’s population by 2031, compared to 13.8 per
cent in 2010. As the population ages, we are also likely to
experience higher demand for services.

The government is focused on looking at those various
challenges. In the area of mental health the minister has
made that a priority for the government. A range of
initiatives and programs has been rolled out, and
recently the minister highlighted a number of reform
agendas, including reform to Victoria’s mental health
legislation, strengthening clinical mental health
services, reforming community mental health support
services, connecting mental health services with other
health and human services — as has been highlighted
in this report — broadening prevention and promotion,
and boosting the specialist mental health workforce.
Therefore some significant reforms are being
undertaken in the area for which the minister has
responsibility, and I commend her for undertaking
those reforms and also for promoting and providing
significant funding for that area.
There has been a record investment of $1.2 billion in
mental health services in 2013, which represented a
20 per cent increase over three coalition budgets, which
goes to the heart of what is needed here — more
funding in these relevant areas — and the Services
Connect service delivery will certainly assist those
people who are vulnerable and suffer from mental
health issues. I commend all those involved with
putting this report together for providing very good
information to the Victorian public.
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Metropolitan Fire and Emergency Services
Board: report 2012–13
Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak on the annual report of the Metropolitan Fire and
Emergency Services Board 2012–13. Firstly, I
congratulate the president of the board, Mr Neil
Comrie, and deputy president Ken King, along with
other members of the board — Jay Bonnington, John
Lord, Alfred Long and David Purchase — for their
contribution and leadership of this very important
service in Melbourne. In addition, I thank the chief
executive officer, Mr Nick Easy, and executive
members Shane Wright, Danielle Byrnes, Russell
Eddington, James Holyman, Peter Rau, Paul Stacchino
and David Youssef for their hard work during the
2012–13 financial year. I also thank and congratulate
the 2190 employees, who provide services to almost
4 million Melburnians. In particular I thank the
firefighters. They work tirelessly all year to keep us
safe from dangerous fires and other hazards.
During the 2012–13 financial period the Metropolitan
Fire Brigade (MFB) actively delivered programs that
sought to build community resilience. This strategy, as
indicated in the annual report, will be completed by
2014 and seeks to align to and complement the national
and state community resilience strategies. It focuses on
three main themes: building stronger communities,
making firefighters safer and working together for the
better.
One of these programs was the Fire Ed program, which
was delivered to over 38 000 prep children. This
program sees firefighters visit schools across
Melbourne to teach basic fire safety procedures and
then revisit to revise the concepts taught and reward
students with a visit in the station’s fire truck. The look
on the children’s faces shows that they really enjoy it,
and at the same time they are learning invaluable skills,
such as the difference between good and safe fires, and
bad and unsafe fires; crawl down low and go, go, go;
the importance of a safe meeting place; the 000
emergency phone number; and stop, drop, cover and
roll.
In addition, the MFB also delivers the Fit to Drive road
safety education program to over 12 000 students
across greater Melbourne. This program is a
community education strategy which aims to reduce the
disproportionate representation of young people in road
accidents. It is a great initiative by the officers, and I
commend them for making road safety a priority for
those who are in the high-risk category for an accident.
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The annual report indicates that during the 2012–13
financial year the Metropolitan Fire Brigade responded
to 36 059 calls for assistance. This figure has seen a
steady increase in the past years, which is why it is
essential that the government provide the service with
the support it needs. The president refers to this in his
address on page 4, in which he states:
The sector’s reform agenda, a tight fiscal environment, and
ongoing socio-demographic change mean that MFB will need
to be agile and resourceful in the way it delivers products and
services to the community.

Funding to this emergency services provider is essential
not only to ensure that it can continue to respond
quickly and reduce any harm caused by fires or other
dangerous situations but also so it can continue to
deliver these vital programs to people in the
community. I commend this report to the house.

Auditor-General: Managing Victoria’s Native
Forest Timber Resources
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — I make some
comments on the report entitled Managing Victoria’s
Native Forest Timber Resources and take the
opportunity to talk about some of the consequences of
the fires in the Grampians National Park area in my
electorate in the last couple of weeks.
Many issues remain for fire-affected communities long
after the media interest has moved on and, indeed, after
a lot of our emergency services responses have moved
on. Members will be acutely aware that for a number of
weeks each year this part of Australia experiences some
of the most dangerous fire conditions anywhere in the
world. It is appropriate to acknowledge in the house
that the Grampians northern complex fire was a very
significant event. Some 122 structures, including
32 houses and 90 sheds, were destroyed. Around
3000 sheep are dead, with almost another 1000 missing.
We lost 14 pieces of farm machinery, 313 kilometres of
fencing, 3 hay sheds, 4 irrigation pumps, 9 other
residences, a woolshed and 109 hectares of olive trees. I
was pleased to learn olive trees bounce back pretty well
after fire. They do not bounce back immediately, but
within a couple of years they should be fruiting again.
A native flower farm was also lost and 400 hectares of
plantation, 2000 hectares of grazing pastures and
400 tonnes of hay.
The Grampians is one of the most important tourism
destinations in Victoria. At the peak of the fire some
520 firefighters were hard at work protecting the many
communities affected in and around the Grampians.
Crews were sent from as far away as Geelong and Lara,
and 406 people registered at the relief centre in Stawell.
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After the evacuation order 40 people elected to stay in
Halls Gap. The damage estimate is somewhere in the
order of $7 million to $9 million, but it is very early
days in the clean-up. I note that the Minister for
Environment and Climate Change, Ryan Smith, has
pledged $250 000 to repair tourist attractions in the
national park. It is important to note that the
contribution of the Victorian government after floods
affected the same area was in the order of $5 million. I
am assuming that the government’s announced figure is
an early instalment on what will be a greater
contribution.
This is an incredibly resilient community. There is a
beautiful and iconic walking track in the Grampians
from Zumstein picnic ground to MacKenzie Falls. It is
a beautiful part of the Grampians. The repair works to
the track were completed not many months ago. It was
a long and difficult journey for those involved in the
repairs after the floods to see all of that infrastructure
destroyed again by fire just a couple of weeks ago.
There is a lot of work to be done in the Grampians. I
urge the Minister for Tourism and Major Events,
Ms Asher, to visit and support local tourism operators.
That community needs a lot of support.
There are a number of people I would like to thank for
showing me around as well as Wade Noonan, the
member for Williamstown in the other place and
shadow minister for police, emergency services and
bushfire response, and the Leader of the Opposition in
the other place, Daniel Andrews. These people include:
Cr David Grimble, the mayor of the Horsham Rural
City Council, who was also personally affected; Cr Sue
Exell and Peter Brown, also from Horsham council;
Justine Linley from the Northern Grampians Shire
Council; Deidre Baum, who runs an amazing business
at Laharum Grove Olives and has some work ahead of
her to clean up her property; Drew and Melissa
Sutherland from the Roses Gap Recreation Centre;
Greg and Yvonne Culell from Halls Gap Zoo, who are
incredibly committed animal conservationists; the
Country Fire Authority volunteers from Lara and
Bannockburn that I met; the staff at the Giant Koala;
the staff at the recovery centre in Stawell; Will
Flamsteed from Grampians Tourism; and Jason Ralph
at Basecamp Eatery.
I am very confident that this resilient community has
what it takes to get back on its feet, but it is incumbent
on all of us in the Parliament to spread the word
whenever we have the opportunity that the Grampians
is open for business.
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Department of Health: report 2012–13
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — Today I
would like to make a statement on the annual report for
2012–13 of the Department of Health. There has been a
lot of discussion in this chamber about the state of the
health system in Victoria, and it is good to get an
opportunity to speak on this report. It is a report in
which Minister David Davis nominated his most proud
key indicator to be hand hygiene compliance, which
makes you wonder. If that is how far he had to reach to
find something he is proud of, how bad is the state of
the health system in Victoria under his stewardship?
A lot of discussion about the health system in recent
times and in today’s debate has been in relation to the
ambulance service, ramping and the extended periods
of time that people are waiting for ambulances. A lot of
blame and finger-pointing has been directed at the
paramedics who are members of the ambulance union.
Over the parliamentary break I had the opportunity to
speak to a number of paramedics, and I had a good
conversation with two in particular. They were wearing
the T-shirt which is part of the protest against this
government not being able to negotiate a decent
outcome for the enterprise bargaining agreement
(EBA). The negotiations seem to be going on forever.
In the conversations I had with this particular man and
woman, who have been working as paramedics for a
number of years, they told me that they have been
around a while, that EBAs, governments and ministers
come and go and that the way they have seen life is that
at the end of the day EBAs get negotiated, pay rises get
delivered and people move on. That has been their
attitude. They have never been so fired up that they
have wanted to be active in the agreement negotiations.
They have always expected the executive of their union
to work out an outcome and that the outcome would be
acceptable.
However, as a result of the health minister, both in the
press and by his words, coming out and inflating the
amount of money paramedics make these two
paramedics have turned into militant unionists. They
have gone to the rallies, worn the T-shirts and marked
the ambulances. This health minister has managed to
turn 100 per cent of paramedics into something he
despises. He has single-handedly managed to turn the
whole paramedic workforce, many of whom never used
to care too much about the argy-bargy of EBAs, into
solid union members.
As a result of the misinformation the health minister
has put out about what paramedics earn, they have
become passionate about this matter. They are not silly
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people, they are intelligent, and they have worked out
that the minister has added in the wages of executives,
inflated the number and come up with a mean and said,
‘This is what a day-to-day paramedic earns’. They
know he has done that, and their friends and families
know he has done that. What burns in their guts is that
this health minister has had the gall to put in print an
inflated rate of pay. I congratulate the minister on the
one thing he has managed to do that previous ministers
have not — he has managed to solidify the ambulance
union. Congratulations to him.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Beaufort ambulance station
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister
for Health, David Davis, who is in the chamber, and it
is in relation to ambulance services in Beaufort. In the
May 2012 state budget the coalition government
promised a new 24-hour ambulance station for
Beaufort. However, late last year an internal memo
leaked to the Pyrenees Advocate revealed that there
would be only three paramedics employed at the station
when the normal number of staff for a 24-hour
ambulance station is 11. The Pyrenees Advocate has
since reported that the number of staff to be employed
at the Beaufort station is actually only two. According
to Steve McGhie from Ambulance Employees
Australia, this will mean that the station staff will work
solo shifts and have to rely on volunteer community
officers in times of emergency.
The provision of proper ambulance services in Beaufort
for the township and outlying communities is a
significant issue and has been talked about in the
community for a long time, even before the 2012
budget announcement, but it has taken on major
proportions in recent months. The action I seek is that
the minister come clean and advise me and the
community as to what date the station will be fully
operational, whether the station will be a 24-hour
operation, how many paramedics will be on the
station’s roster and how many paramedics will be
working at any one time.

Foodbank Victoria
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the
Honourable Mary Wooldridge, the Minister for
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Community Services, and is in regard to Foodbank
Victoria’s refrigerated infrastructure. The action I seek
is that the minister provide funding so that Foodbank
Victoria can purchase refrigerated trucks for the
distribution of fresh food across the state, especially for
people who require food relief and support. As we
know, Foodbank Victoria is one of the largest and most
effective not-for-profit organisations and delivers food
to many organisations and people in Victoria.
Foodbank Victoria’s recent annual report showed a
12 per cent increase in the number of people seeking
food relief this year. More than 11 000 Victorians seek
food relief each month but are unable to be assisted. In
the old days food relief was given to the homeless, but
that has been changing in recent times. The most
common groups now seeking emergency food relief are
low-income families, single-parent families and those
who are unemployed.
I call on the minister to assist. If we are able to buy one
refrigerated truck, it will go a long way to delivering
fresh food to people, especially on summer days. I have
had the opportunity to visit Foodbank Victoria’s facility
in Yarraville. It does some wonderful work and is a
cause worth supporting. I am not asking for a particular
number — 1 truck would be good, 10 would be
wonderful — but if the minister is able to pay some
attention and assist Foodbank Victoria, it will go a long
way to assisting many families in Victoria. It is a great
cause to support.

Landmate
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — The matter I
raise is for the attention of the Minister for Corrections,
the Honourable Edward O’Donohue, and it is a request
that he visit the fire-affected community of Dadswells
Bridge to meet with community members and view the
fire recovery work that Landmate crews have been
undertaking. These Landmate crews are from the
Hopkins Correctional Centre, which is just outside
Ararat and is undergoing a significant upgrade and
transformation.
Some weeks ago the Premier, the Honourable Denis
Napthine, along with the Minister for Corrections,
Mr O’Donohue, and I visited the Hopkins Correctional
Centre, otherwise known as the Ararat jail, to look at
the new accommodation facilities known as the Canton
unit. It is made up of residential flat-style units that
have kitchen facilities and accommodation for five
inmates. The unit is part of a significant upgrade and
renovation of the Hopkins Correctional Centre. It is
pleasing to see that the public-private partnership that
was totally botched by the previous government now
has new financial partners and is progressing well
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towards completion. The project is playing a significant
part in the health and wealth of the economy of the
Ararat district.
The action I seek in relation to the minister’s visit is
that he recognise the important work that these
Landmate crews, coming from correctional facilities,
do in helping to support communities where there have
been natural disasters.
A classic case is the significant damage caused by the
Grampians fires, and this adjournment matter gives me
the opportunity to thank all those people who have
volunteered their time to help in the aftermath of those
fires and have worked with crews like Landmate to
help reconstruct infrastructure that was burnt, whether
they are active volunteers with the Country Fire
Authority or Parks Victoria or community members.
They play an important role, and I am pleased to see
that the government will help to fund these Landmate
activities in communities where infrastructure is
required to be replaced or reconstructed. It is important
that the minister attends and is able to meet with those
community members and the Landmate crews who will
be undertaking that work in response to the damage that
was done around Dadswells Bridge.

Public housing
Ms BROAD (Northern Victoria) — My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister
for Housing, and it concerns the matter of air
conditioning in public housing in Mildura. I am aware
that the current policy, which has been in place under
successive governments of all political persuasions,
does not provide air conditioning in public housing
except on medical grounds. I am also aware that
Victoria has just experienced its hottest period on
record, and Mildura and surrounding districts have
again borne the brunt of that heat. Temperatures in
Mildura will again climb up into the 40s by the end of
the week.
As a result there have been many calls through the local
paper, the Sunraysia Daily, and to my office for air
conditioning to be provided in public housing in
Mildura. These calls have come from residents of
public housing, from Cr Ali Cupper of the Mildura
Rural City Council, who holds the community
development and safety portfolio, from the local ALP
branch and many others. These compassionate calls
have been made in the name of providing for the health
and welfare of our public housing residents. It has been
put to me that it is time the current policy, which has
been in place for a long time, was reviewed, and I must
say that I agree. For that reason the action I am seeking
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from the minister is that there be a review of the policy
of not providing air conditioning in public housing
except for medical reasons. The objective is to change
the policy so that air conditioning is available to public
housing residents living in one of the hottest parts of
Victoria.
I stress to the minister on duty that I am not seeking to
play politics in any shape or form with this adjournment
matter. I recognise that this policy was in place when I
was Minister for Housing, and it was in place for a long
time before that. However, it is time for it to be
reconsidered. I appreciate that there is a cost both to the
Office of Housing and to residents for running air
conditioning, so this is a matter which needs to be
carefully considered. That is why I am calling for a
review with an objective which takes into account all
the issues that need to be considered in relation to this
matter. I am sure the Minister for Health appreciates the
need for this to happen.

Australian Red Cross Blood Service
Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — My adjournment
matter is for the Minister for Health and concerns the
decision by the Australian Red Cross Blood Service to
close its blood donor centre in Hamilton. The Red
Cross announced in early January that it would cease
collecting blood donations at its Hamilton donor
collection centre from 16 January. This decision came
as a huge shock to the 900-plus regular blood donors
from the Hamilton catchment area. While the Red
Cross blames dwindling donations for the closure of the
Hamilton centre, it has ignored a year-long campaign
by a Hamilton teenager, Alistair Hearn, who has
encouraged more people to give blood at the Hamilton
centre.
Alistair has been diagnosed with an autoimmune
neurological disorder that reduces his mobility, and
every five weeks he needs blood products from
51 donors. As a way to thank donors, Alistair led a
campaign for more donors to give blood so that the
Hamilton centre would open more frequently and
would include a plasma collection service. With its
closure, all of Alistair’s hard work has come to a
sudden end, and it has resulted in the loss of four
part-time positions at the centre. The closure of the
centre follows a disastrous decision by the Labor
government in 2005 when Hamilton Red Cross
volunteers were told that they were no longer needed
for blood collection and would be replaced by paid Red
Cross staff. That decision was handled poorly. Many
volunteers were upset about the way the Red Cross
treated them after years of dedicated service.
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Volunteers were simply told that they were no longer
wanted.
The Red Cross has now bluntly told local blood donors
that it will replace the Hamilton centre with a
twice-yearly mobile collection service from May. The
Red Cross claims that expansion of the existing centre
is not an option and replacing the centre with a mobile
collection service is the best way to collect blood from
Hamilton donors. Many blood donors using the
Hamilton centre recognise the importance of its
retention in encouraging regular blood donations,
something not possible with a mobile collection service
proposed to visit only twice yearly. The Red Cross
continues to turn its back on regional volunteer blood
donors when it frequently calls on all Victorians to
donate blood due to short supplies, particularly in times
of high demand.
My request is for the minister to encourage the
Australian Red Cross Blood Service to be more
responsive to country donors and review its recent
decision to only provide a twice-yearly mobile blood
collection service for Hamilton donors. There may well
be other regional centres that have faced a similar fate
without any community consultation or support.

SPC Ardmona
Ms DARVENIZA (Northern Victoria) — I raise a
matter for the Premier, Denis Napthine, regarding
manufacturing at SPC Ardmona. The matter I wish to
raise concerns the thousands of Goulburn Valley
workers whose fate is in limbo and who are very
concerned about the ramifications should SPC
Ardmona cease manufacturing in Shepparton. Workers,
growers and all those in the supply chain are in shock
and worried sick about the financial implications for
their families should this happen.
What the Premier needs to fully comprehend is that this
is the most important issue that people in the region are
talking about. They are talking about it on the street,
with their friends, colleagues and neighbours, in the
daily regional paper, the Shepparton News, on social
networking sites and in talkback on ABC local radio.
They are worried sick and feel that the state
government is treating them with disdain.
People from the region are filling social networking
sites to outline just how disappointed and angry they
are that workers pay and conditions and exaggerated
staff allowances are being called into question by the
government. The Goulburn Valley community is an
incredibly resilient and resourceful one, but there are
only so many blows that even the hardiest of
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communities can bear. The Goulburn Valley is known
as Victoria’s food bowl, and at this time of the year
hundreds of backpackers head to the region to pick fruit
that ends up in SPC Ardmona products. While in the
area they spend money on food and places to stay and
in local restaurants and businesses.
Shepparton’s SPC Ardmona factory outlet is also a very
popular stop for touring buses coming into the town.
According to the Greater Shepparton City Council,
150 000 people visit the outlet each year. The big
drawcard is the SPC Ardmona brand and its quality
products. It is not unlike Cadbury in Tasmania, but
Cadbury is getting over $16 million from the federal
government while SPC Ardmona is getting nothing.
The specific action I am seeking from the Premier is
that he do all he can to persuade the federal government
to support SPC Ardmona and that he immediately
outline what he and his Liberal-Nationals colleagues
will do to support SPC Ardmona and to secure its
long-term viability in the region. Victorian Labor
recognises the importance of SPC Ardmona not only to
the Shepparton and Goulburn Valley economies but
also to the Victorian and Australian economies as we
position ourselves as the food bowl of the Asia-Pacific
region. I welcome the commitment made by Labor that
if it should win the state election this year it will
support the processor, SPC Ardmona, with a
$30 million — —
The PRESIDENT — Time!

Ambulance officers
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is directed to the Minister for
Health. Previously when speaking on a report, I
outlined that recently I had discussions with paramedics
regarding their application to their job, their
reimbursement for their amount of application and how
upset they were that the Minister for Health has been
printing and inflating the actual pay rate and annual
reimbursement of these paramedics for the fine job they
do for the community.
The action I seek is for the minister to accurately report
the situation in the same outlets that he recently
reported the inflated rate of pay for paramedics. I call
on the minister to print in those same journals the
accurate amount of wages they earn on an annual basis
and the conditions of each paramedic who works day to
day and does such a great service for the community,
compared to the inflated rate that the minister printed
after he took the mean average of the ambulance
organisation wages by adding on the executive and
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other inflated wages and then somehow managed to
inflate the paramedics rate.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I indicate that I have
some concerns about Mr Leane’s adjournment matter.
Hon. D. M. Davis interjected.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Yes, I am sure
Mr Davis is. That is what I am afraid of, actually. I
know that Mr Leane structured it tonight at fairly
short notice. It did seek an action, but what concerns
me is that it actually reflects on the minister in a way
that I am not sure is appropriate for the adjournment
debate because essentially he has said that the
minister has — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! This is not a
conversation. He has indicated that the minister has
inflated the figures and in effect suggested that he has
acted improperly by doing so, and he has sought an
action by the minister to correct what Mr Leane is
asserting is an improper picture of the circumstances
with regard to those wage rates. That concerns me in
the way it has been raised as an adjournment matter
tonight. I think it might well have been better to have
raised that suggestion more in a substantive motion
form rather than as an adjournment matter because, as I
said, it does reflect on the minister. I know the minister
is champing at the bit to have a go back, but my
concern as President is not about any individual
question raised from time to time on the adjournment
but more about the overall implications of that from a
precedent point of view. That is what worries me about
the way the member has raised the matter tonight.
Hon. D. M. Davis — Further to the point of
order — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! It is not a point of
order.

Disability funding
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — My
matter this evening is for the Minister for Community
Services. The matter I wish to raise relates to a young
boy by the name of Bryce. For privacy reasons I will
not use his surname, but I will provide a letter to the
minister tonight providing Bryce’s and his family’s full
contact details.
I have been contacted by Bryce’s mother, who is
concerned for her son’s wellbeing. Bryce is 12 years
old and has cerebral palsy. I am advised he has
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difficulty walking and uses a K-walker at times and that
he also has difficulty with his speech. Bryce currently
accesses physiotherapy and occupational therapy
funded through UnitingCare Community Options and
privately funded speech therapy. Bryce’s family has
advised that while he was approved for an individual
support package in 2009, funding has not yet become
available to him. Bryce is just one example from the
individual support package (ISP) waiting list that the
government cannot control. There is even a waiting list
to access the waiting list.
The Napthine government promised 700 individual
support packages in the 2012–13 state budget but is yet
to deliver them. In order to expand ISPs the
government has sought to burden those who can least
afford it by increasing the fees paid by residents of
Department of Human Services-run disability
accommodation services. Those on the waiting list
deserve to know when these new packages will become
available.
The wait is placing considerable pressure on Bryce’s
family members, who are very concerned and
distressed at the thought of making tough choices
financially as to the extent of the support they can
provide. Bryce also has an adopted sister with an
intellectual disability. As a result of these financial
constraints I understand Bryce and his sister no longer
attend their weekly swimming lessons, which were of
great benefit overall to Bryce’s body. Bryce has just
started his first year of high school, and his family is
concerned about the level of support he will receive via
an aide and the challenges that this will present to him
in doing tasks like going to the bathroom.
An individual support package would cover many of
the things that Bryce’s parents are currently struggling
to afford privately, such as speech therapy, and would
enable them to provide other levels of support to him.
Bryce’s family is understandably frustrated with the
lack of information provided to them by the
Department of Human Services and the advice they
have received that once the national disability insurance
scheme (NDIS) is fully operational, Bryce will
definitely receive his funding. This is completely
unacceptable. The NDIS rollout in Victoria is not due
to begin until July 2016, and even then it will not be
complete until July 2019. Is Bryce meant to wait until
he is 17 in order to access a package? The minister
cannot wash her hands of disability services in this
state, expecting the NDIS to just fall into place with no
further advocacy or leadership on her part.
I call on the minister to step up to her responsibility as
minister and urgently look into Bryce’s situation with a
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view to ensuring that Bryce and others on the waiting
list receive the support they so urgently require.

Responses
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I have
responses to three adjournment matters tonight:
Mr O’Brien’s adjournment matter of 18 September
2013, Mr Elsbury’s adjournment matter of
14 November 2013 and Mr Leane’s adjournment
matter of 27 November 2013.
In addition, I have received a number of adjournment
matters tonight — eight, in fact.
The first was from Ms Tierney. It concerned the
Beaufort ambulance station and the coalition’s
determination to improve that service after 11 long
years under a Labor government that failed to do so. I
can indicate that in the Grampians region there has been
a very substantial increase in the number of paramedics.
It is an increase of 42, if you count ambulance officers,
including the patient transport officers who have been
added as part of the election commitment. The coalition
is very close to providing the number promised during
the election across the Grampians region, including
additional paramedics in Beaufort. A minimum of three
new paramedics will be provided in a new branch there,
and the facility is very close to completion. Mr Ramsay
was telling me the other day that he has walked through
the facility and seen that it is very close to opening.
This stands in stark contrast to the actions of Labor
members, who over 11 years failed to renew or build
that ambulance service. It is a disgrace that Labor did
not do that over 11 years. Every Labor member,
particularly those representing Western Victoria, ought
to hang their head in shame for their failure to rebuild
that ambulance station and upgrade it to the standards
of a professional service by providing additional
paramedics and adding the support that is required for
the volunteers and others who have held that service
together.
The station has an important location on the main road,
but looking at the additional services across the
Grampians region we see there are patient transport
officers in Ballarat who take the load off paramedics
across the whole region; there has been a new upgrade
to a fuller service in Daylesford; there has been an
upgrade to the service in Stawell, which is now on call
to night shift; eight paramedics have been provided in
Beaufort, as I said, with paramedics going into a new
branch for the first time; and there is a mobile intensive
care ambulance (MICA) single-responder unit in
Horsham.

119

Labor failed to put these single-responder units into the
10 big regional cities. In the Grampians region there is a
full MICA single-responder unit operating out of
Horsham. That was not in operation under the previous
government. We have seen Wade Noonan, the member
for Williamstown in the Assembly, moving around the
countryside in recent times indicating that if the Labor
government were re-elected, it would rip to bits the
arrangements for the MICA single-responder units in
the 10 big regional towns. In fact Wade Noonan is
saying he would go with the union policy of allowing
MICA officers to go to any branch they felt like going
to, thereby ensuring that the concentration of highly
qualified MICA professionals in those 10 big regional
cities would be ripped to bits.
What I would say is that those MICA professionals,
who are actually providing a full service out of
Horsham, would be gone under Labor, and it is time
that Mr Jennings and the Leader of the Opposition
disowned the promises made to the union by Wade
Noonan. Unless they disown those promises and walk
away from the extraordinary statements made by
Mr Noonan, no-one in those 10 big regional cities can
have confidence that the MICA services will remain. In
fact, if Labor were re-elected in November, those
MICA services would be unplugged. Horsham would
lose its MICA service if Wade Noonan’s policy were
implemented. There would be no MICA in Horsham,
Warrnambool or Mildura — those services would be
gone. It is a significant risk.
Mr Leane — On a point of order, President, I am
happy to be educated, but I am not too sure if the
responses to adjournment matters are supposed to be
debated by the minister when he discharges them. Also,
I do not know whether the minister should make claims
about promises at the end of this year or what might
happen after the election and name sitting members of
the other house. Maybe he should do so in a substantive
motion.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — On the point of order,
President, I was asked about resources for an
ambulance station in the Grampians region along the
main highway at Beaufort. One of the key resources
providing support there is in Horsham. It comes about
100 kilometres down to Stawell, Creswick — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! That is not a point of
order; the minister is debating. I am happy to educate
Mr Leane. The adjournment debate is a little different
to question time. Ministers are not quite as constrained
by the standing orders in the adjournment debate as
they are in question time in terms of the manner in
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which they ought to be responding to matters that are
raised.

there and that he is well aware of those matters, but I
will certainly pass that matter to him.

However, there is an expectation in our standing orders
that ministers should be not just responsive but also
concise and brief, that in fact their response should be
an acknowledgement of the matter. Indeed in most
cases in the adjournment debate the matter will
hopefully be subject to a more detailed response at a
later stage rather than on the night. I know in some
cases ministers are in a position to dispatch a matter on
the night with relevant information that satisfies the
query. To that extent, yes, perhaps a little bit more
information can be conveyed as part of dispatching the
matter. But the standing orders certainly require that
responses to adjournment items be brief and obviously,
again, responsive to the question.

Ms Broad raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Housing. She quoted local council
members and members of an ALP branch in Mildura
who are seeking, on compassionate grounds, a review
of a policy that goes back to a period when she was
Minister for Housing. It relates to the policy that air
conditioning in public housing is only provided on
medical grounds, and she has asked that there be a
review of the grounds around the provision of air
conditioning. I can say by way of background that there
are a number of policies that have supported people in
this regard, including in public housing, one of those
being the coalition’s new concession arrangements.
Where air conditioning is installed in one regard or
another, the energy concession is available all year
round, including in hot periods, and provides financial
support for the delivery of those services. Previously
the energy concession was only available in winter. I
will pass on the broader point to Minister Lovell.

In the case of a response where there is discussion of
what the alternative policy of another party might be at
a subsequent time, it would be true to say that is
entering into the realm of debating the matter rather
than really responding to the request that has been put
as a matter in the adjournment debate. Whilst I think it
might be relevant to refer to another option, I do not
think it is a matter that should be laboured in the
context of that response, given what our standing orders
expect — that is, a brief response. Those are the words
they use, and I think the minister has probably done
fairly well on this matter.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — In conclusion, I can indicate
in response to the member that there will be further
resources going into the Grampians region in the
forthcoming months. Sebastopol, Horsham, Creswick
and Dunmunkle will all receive additional resources in
the specific health region that is being discussed here.
I can also indicate that Mr Melhem raised a matter for
Ms Wooldridge, the Minister for Community Services,
and I will pass that matter on to her. I too agree with
him about the importance of Foodbank Victoria and the
fresh food and relief that it provides. I am familiar with
the operation, the facility and the good work that is
done. I will certainly pass on that matter. I know that
the Minister for Community Services is also aware of
this important service, and I pay tribute to the volunteer
component in particular that is part of that service
delivery.
Mr Ramsay raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Corrections and requested that he visit
Dadswells Bridge. I note the fire impact in that area and
the role of crews in providing support there. I have no
doubt that Minister O’Donohue will support a visit

Mr Koch raised a matter for me concerning the Red
Cross, its blood centre in Hamilton, the regular
collection of blood and the 900 people who are
regularly involved in that. He mentioned Alistair Hearn,
a young man with autoimmune disease who has been
active in recruiting donors. We have a voluntary blood
collection system here in Victoria and Australia, and it
is the envy of the world. We need to protect that and to
treasure and honour our volunteers who provide blood
donations and do so willingly and for free. It is a very
different system in other countries. That means
sometimes going a little further, even if it means
additional cost, to actually collect that blood.
I am aware of the changes that were made in 2005, and
I certainly campaigned strongly against those changes
at the time. I understand the importance of those
country services and of the generous donors, who in
many cases have selflessly made donations for decades
and deserve great credit for that. I will speak to the Red
Cross and make my views known on this matter. I
know that the idea of twice-yearly collection by mobile
services has been mooted, but it seems to me that that
might not be quite the spirit that is required here.
Nonetheless, I thank Mr Koch for raising that matter for
my attention.
Ms Darveniza raised a matter for the Premier
concerning manufacturing, SPC Ardmona and its
supply chain. This is a matter that is well understood, I
know, by all in this chamber. I will pass this matter to
the Premier. I have met with SPC Ardmona on these
matters and their relationship to health, and SPC
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Ardmona has raised matters with me on this precise
topic. It has also raised matters about the safety of some
imported food, and I have requested that my
department undertake some testing. When SPC
Ardmona handed me its testing in full we were able to
look more closely at the issue. It is quite a serious
matter.
The Premier has been very active in advocating for
Victoria and SPC Ardmona and in understanding the
importance of the supply chain. I understand there is
$4.4 million on the table, and I know that SPC
Ardmona has accessed only a portion of that. I know
that the Premier has been active in visiting Shepparton,
seeking the views of not only the council but also SPC
Ardmona and workers there, specifically trying to
understand how best we can work.
I note that the federal Labor government did not put
money in in the period before the last federal election. It
made an announcement in the lead-up to the election
but did nothing substantive before that. There was no
money ever allocated by federal Labor, and it is
important to have that on the record. I will pass on that
serious and important matter for Victoria and for
Shepparton to the Premier.
Mr Leane raised matters about the paramedics
enterprise bargaining agreement and sought to claim
that the pay rates were being inflated in public
statements I had made. He is quite wrong; they are
based on Ambulance Victoria figures. They are
absolutely correct. I know it is a difficult and galling
fact, but let me be quite clear here. I will give him some
facts. An advanced life support year 6 (ALS-6)
paramedic, which is the single biggest category in
Ambulance Victoria, earns — —
Mr Leane interjected.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I ask Mr Leane to
withdraw the comment.
Mr Leane — I withdraw.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Then there was a
subsequent comment, which was considerably worse.
Mr Leane — I withdraw.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — To give Mr Leane some
understanding, about $94 000 is the figure that is
involved for an ALS-6 in terms of effective salary, and
it is important to understand that there are food
allowances and fringe benefits tax (FBT) benefits. Also,
ambulance officers on a standard roster will get
10 weeks leave annually. The assertion that
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management rates were put into those figures is quite
wrong, and I refute that completely. These figures come
from Ambulance Victoria. I can also indicate that the
superannuation arrangements are quite clear. The only
superannuation defined benefit scheme with a
guaranteed outcome that remains open for paramedics
in Australia is in Victoria. No other state in Australia
has a defined benefit scheme with guaranteed
outcomes; it is only Victoria.
An honourable member interjected.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I am telling you that it is
absolutely right. I can also indicate to Mr Leane that the
proposed FBT changes that were sought by the
previous federal government were not opposed by the
union. I wrote to the union and said I needed its support
to oppose the federal FBT cuts that were going to be
made, but Steve McGhie would not do that, and I
understand why he would not do that. I was going to
campaign with a number of Liberal candidates around
the countryside to see if we could get some change. In
federal seats across the eastern suburbs — Deakin,
Chisholm, La Trobe — there were people who were
going to be clobbered very hard. In country centres as
well — Ballarat and Bendigo — they would have been
clobbered. Despite campaigning against FBT changes
in 2004 when there was a Liberal government, the
union would not campaign against FBT changes in
2013 when there was a Labor government. The union
supported the cuts for paramedics — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! In keeping with the
remarks I made before on the point of order, the
responses are to be brief and they certainly should be
responsive and not move into debating the matter.
When the minister starts to talk about election
campaigning and mentions particular seats and dwells
on the FBT as distinct from wage rates, that constitutes
debating and is outside the scope of the adjournment
debate under the standing orders.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — In response to Mr Leane’s
request, the ads are accurate and will remain accurate.
The fact that Mr Leane is misinformed is a separate
point.
Ms Mikakos raised a matter for the Minister for
Community Services about Bryce, whose privacy no
doubt all in this chamber would wish to respect,
seeking certain support packages from the Department
of Human Services ahead of the implementation of the
national disability insurance scheme. I will pass that to
Minister Wooldridge and seek her support on that
matter. I know that she is deeply committed to these
sorts of packages and works very hard to ensure that
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they are delivered to the maximum number of people
possible. I know she is also a very strong supporter of
the national disability insurance scheme and will work
to see the introduction of that scheme to provide better
benefits for all Victorians.
The PRESIDENT — Order! On that basis, the
house now stands adjourned.
House adjourned 5.55 p.m.
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Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — I
second the proposal.

Legislative Council vacancy
The CHAIR — Are there any further proposals?
Honourable members of both houses met in
Assembly chamber at 6.17 p.m.
The Clerk — Before proceeding with the business
of this joint sitting it will be necessary to appoint a
Chair. I call the Premier.
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I move:
That the Honourable Bruce Atkinson, President of the
Legislative Council, be appointed Chair of this joint sitting.

He is willing to accept the nomination.
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — I
second the motion.
Motion agreed to.
The CHAIR — I formally declare the joint sitting
open. I draw the attention of honourable members to
the extracts from the Constitution Act 1975 which have
been circulated. It will be noted that the various
provisions require that the joint sitting be conducted in
accordance with rules adopted for the purpose by
members present at the sitting. The first procedure,
therefore, will be the adoption of rules.
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I desire to submit the
rules of procedure, which are in the hands of
honourable members, and I accordingly move:
That these rules be the rules of procedure for this joint sitting.

Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — I
second the motion.
Motion agreed to.
The CHAIR — The rules having been adopted, I
now invite proposals from members for a person to
occupy the vacant seat for Eastern Victoria Region in
the Legislative Council.
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I propose:
That Andrew Mark Ronalds be chosen to occupy the vacant
seat in the Legislative Council.

He is willing to accept the appointment, if chosen. In
order to satisfy the joint sitting as to the requirements of
section 27A(4) of the Constitution Act 1975, I also
advise the house that Mr Ronalds is the selection of the
Liberal Party of Australia, the party previously
represented in the Legislative Council by Mr Philip
Davis.

As there are no further nominations, I declare that
nominations are closed.
Motion agreed to.
The CHAIR — I therefore declare that Mr Ronalds
has been chosen to occupy the vacant seat in the
Legislative Council. I will advise the Governor of
Victoria accordingly.
I now declare the joint sitting closed.
Proceedings terminated 6.20 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. N. Atkinson) took the
chair at 9.34 a.m. and read the prayer.

NEW MEMBER

125

The bill’s new grooming offence makes it a criminal offence
to communicate with a child under 16 years, or with a person
with care, supervision or authority over the child, with the
intention of facilitating that child being involved in a sexual
offence with the accused or another person at a later time.
Human rights issues
The following charter act rights are relevant to the bill:

Mr Ronalds
The PRESIDENT announced the choosing of
Mr Andrew Mark Ronalds as member for the
electoral region of Eastern Victoria in place of
Mr Philip Davis, resigned.
Mr Ronalds introduced and oath of allegiance
sworn.
The PRESIDENT — Order! This is your
homework, Andrew. I provide you with a copy of the
standing orders of the house. You will know not to
stand up on points of order too quickly, as you will
have observed in the last couple of days. But it is great
reading!

CRIMES AMENDMENT (GROOMING)
BILL 2013
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation); by leave, ordered to be read
second time forthwith.
Statement of compatibility
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) tabled following statement in
accordance with Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the ‘charter act’), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Crimes
Amendment (Grooming) Bill 2013 (the bill).
In my opinion, the Crimes Amendment (Grooming) Bill
2013, as introduced to the Legislative Council, is compatible
with human rights as set out in the charter act. I base my
opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview
The bill creates a new criminal offence of grooming for
sexual conduct with a child under 16 years to give effect to a
key recommendation (recommendation 22.1) made by the
Parliament’s Family and Community Development
Committee (the committee) in Betrayal of Trust, its report on
its inquiry into the handling of child abuse by religious and
other non-government organisations.

the right to protection of families and children, as set out
in section 17 of the charter act, and
the right to freedom of expression, as set out in
section 15 of the charter act.
Protection of best interests of children without discrimination
Subsection (2) of section 17 of the charter provides that
‘Every child has the right, without discrimination, to such
protection as is in his or her best interests and is needed by
him or her by reason of being a child’.
Grooming does not directly harm the child, but, as a species
of preparatory conduct, it increases the risk of the child being
harmed at a later time. It is appropriate for the criminal law to
intervene to protect children from later harm by prohibiting
such preparatory conduct.
The grooming offence differentiates between children under
16 years and 16 and 17-year-old children by targeting
communications with children under 16 years preparatory to
sexual offending against such children but not such
communications with 16 and 17-year-old children.
Distinguishing between communications with children (aged
below 16 and those aged 16 or 17) is justified because it
reflects the general age of consent (16 years) recognised by
the criminal law in relation to sexual offences. The law does
not criminalise most sexual conduct between a 16 or
17-year-old and an adult and considers that at 16 years a
person has sufficient maturity to make decisions about their
sexual conduct. This also includes sufficient maturity to make
decisions about dealing with attempts by adults to foster a
sexual relationship with the 16 or 17-year-old.
The right to freedom of expression
The right to freedom of expression is relevant to the offence
of grooming a child under 16, in that the offence criminalises
certain kinds of communication. Section 15(3) provides that
the right to freedom of expression may be subject to lawful
restrictions reasonably necessary to respect the rights and
reputation of other persons or for the protection of national
security, public order, public health or public morality.
Because the offence of grooming is directed toward
protecting children from subsequent sexual abuse, it clearly
falls within the exception for lawful restrictions reasonably
necessary for respecting the rights of other persons.
Because it falls within the exception contained in section 15,
the grooming offence does not, in my opinion, limit the right
to freedom of expression as provided for in section 15 of the
charter act.
Edward O’Donohue, MLC
Minister for Liquor and Gaming Regulation
Minister for Crime Prevention
Minister for Corrections
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Second reading
Ordered that second-reading speech be
incorporated into Hansard on motion of
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation).
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Incorporated speech as follows:
This bill introduces a new offence of grooming, based on the
findings and recommendations of the Family and Community
Development Committee in its landmark report Betrayal of
Trust, tabled on 13 November this year. The bill is the first of
a number of measures the government intends to bring to
Parliament to give effect to recommendations made by the
committee.
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offence of sexual abuse to have been committed, and that
should recognise that in addition to the primary or intended
child victim, parents and others can also be victims of that
criminal conduct.
The offence created by this bill is closely based on the
committee’s recommendation, and is also informed by work
undertaken by the Department of Justice as part of its review
of sexual offences.
Under the bill, a person will commit the offence of grooming
if they are 18 years of age or older and communicate with a
child under 16, or with a person having care, supervision or
authority in respect of the child, with the intention of
facilitating the child’s engagement or involvement in a sexual
offence with themselves or another adult. The offence will
have a maximum penalty of 10 years imprisonment.
The bill will not require proof that any sexual offence was
actually committed with the child, nor that there was any
specific conduct involved in the grooming, such as exposing
the child to indecent material or seeking to persuade the child
to take part in sexual activity.

The committee devoted a full chapter of its report, chapter 22,
to the criminality of grooming. The committee highlighted the
calculated and protracted use of grooming techniques by
abusers to develop a relationship over time with an intended
victim in order to facilitate abuse.

Rather, the grooming offence is cast broadly so as to apply to
any communication with either a child or their parent or carer,
where that communication occurs with the intention of
making it easier to engage or involve the child in a sexual
offence.

The committee also identified the use of grooming of parents
and families by abusers, who often identify vulnerabilities in a
family or infiltrate families by helping a parent overcome
problems and ensuring the parent sees their interest in the
child as helpful, in order to isolate the victim and give the
abuser unquestioned access.

This will ensure that the sort of befriending and relationship
building that the committee identified as an integral part of
grooming will be caught by the offence, if undertaken with
the intention of facilitating the engagement or involvement of
the child in a sexual offence.

The committee found, at finding 22.1, that merely treating
grooming as an aggravating feature of a sexual offence does
not sufficiently recognise the damage that grooming conduct
causes. The committee considered that conduct deliberately
intended to facilitate the perpetrator’s sexual activity with a
child should, in and of itself, be made a criminal offence.
The committee’s report highlights difficulties with existing
laws, both in Victoria and elsewhere. The committee pointed
out that the current Victorian offence in section 58 of the
Crimes Act 1958 applies only to soliciting or procuring the
taking part in sexual activity, and does not extend to
grooming by befriending a child and establishing an
emotional connection with them in person.
Although the NSW provision in section 66EB of the NSW
Crimes Act 1900 is somewhat broader than the Victorian
provision, the committee pointed out that the NSW grooming
offence does not extend to grooming of other persons in order
to secure access to a child, and only applies where the
offender has exposed the child to indecent material or
provided the child with alcohol.
The committee concluded that the critical feature of grooming
is not the conduct itself, but the intention that accompanies it,
and that apparently innocuous conduct needs to be viewed in
the context of a pattern of behaviour, with the accompanying
intention usually needing to be inferred from all of the
circumstances.
Accordingly, the committee recommended the creation of a
new grooming offence that should not require a substantive

Whether or not in any particular case conduct was undertaken
with such an intention will be a question of fact that would
need to be proved. As the committee points out, such an
intention can be open to be inferred from all the
circumstances in the context of a pattern of behaviour by the
offender concerned.
In addition to providing that a person may commit grooming
by their conduct in relation to a person who has care,
supervision or authority over a child, the bill will also amend
the Victims’ Charter Act 2006 to expressly recognise that
both a child and a family member of that child are victims of
a grooming offence and they are each entitled to provide a
victim impact statement to a court.
The criminal justice system has a crucial role in holding child
sex offenders to account for the devastating effect of their
offending on their victims. This bill is the first step in
ensuring that Victoria’s criminal law can better play its part in
protecting Victoria’s children.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Ms MIKAKOS
(Northern Metropolitan).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 13 February.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I take this opportunity
to indicate that due to the continuing absence of
Mr Viney, the Deputy President, who I understand is
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making a solidly progressive recovery after his
hospitalisation for an unfortunate illness, I have been
approached by the opposition to consider a temporary
appointment to the panel of Acting Presidents to ensure
that the roster balance is maintained while Mr Viney is
absent. Therefore, I intend to appoint Mr Melhem to the
list of Acting Presidents, on an interim basis, and when
Mr Viney returns we will examine what circumstances
prevail at that time. I intend to undertake the formal
process later today, but I indicate to the house that that
is my intention. After discussions yesterday, as I said, I
see it as an interim arrangement to cover the absence of
Mr Viney at this time. Of course Mr Elasmar continues
to be chair of committees in the absence of Mr Viney.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday,
18 February 2014.

Motion agreed to.
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played a major part in establishing the commission and
in convincing the government and so many employers.
The commission has found that the prepared or
preserved tomatoes exported from Italy were exported
at dump prices during the investigation period. It also
found that the volumes of dumped goods were not
negligible and that export material causes injury to
Australian industry — and SPC is one of those
industries. The commission is looking to impose a
26 per cent tariff on some of importers and 5 per cent
on some others.
The deputy CEO of Ausveg, William Churchill, today
called on the federal government to seriously look at
approving money from the proceeds of such tariffs to
make up the $50 million required by SPC. I think that is
a wonderful idea. I call on the state government to
lobby its federal counterparts to use that money.
Because SPC Ardmona is one of the injured companies
as a result of this, the money should be given to SPC
rather than go to general revenue. I call on the Napthine
government to support Mr Churchill in his call and to
make sure the federal government passes that money on
to SPC Ardmona.

Australia Day

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES
Membership
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — By
leave, I move:
That Mr Ronalds be appointed a member of the
Accountability and Oversight Committee and the Economic
Development, Infrastructure and Outer Suburban/Interface
Services Committee.

Motion agreed to.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — By
leave, I move:
That Mrs Peulich be appointed a member of the House
Committee and the Privileges Committee.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
SPC Ardmona
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak on the recent decision by the Anti-Dumping
Commission in relation to SPC Ardmona (SPC). The
Anti-Dumping Commission was established by the
former federal Labor government. Paul Howes,
national secretary of the Australian Workers Union,

Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
wish to extend my congratulations to all those who
received various honours in celebration of Australia
Day, our national day, whether they were national
honours or recognition from their local communities.
These awards are a reflection of our community’s
esteem for the work undertaken by our many
volunteers. The award winners and nominees, many of
whom have been serving their communities for
decades, are a testament to the talent that has made our
country great.
I would like to congratulate those who received awards
in the City of Casey, including Christopher Lawton,
who received a Medal of the Order of Australia; Bert
Rae, who has received an OAM in the past, received
the Citizen of the Year award; Margaret Sansom
received the Senior Citizen of the Year award; Ben Hill
received the Young Citizen of the Year award;
Shabnam Safa was named Sportsperson of the Year;
and Maree Cullinan received the Non-resident of the
Year award.
In the City of Greater Dandenong chief executive
officer John Bennie received a well-deserved Public
Service Medal; Twanny Farrugia received the Citizen
of the Year award; Guillaume Nyakaboi received the
Young Achiever of the Year award; and Annmarie
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Lochery and Nhar Leng shared the Good Neighbour of
the Year award.
In the City of Frankston Jillian Dwyer, Peter Murton
and William Pulling each received an OAM — there is
a lot of talent in Frankston; Phillip Holt received the
Citizen of the Year award; Frank Mahr received the
Senior Citizen of the Year award; and Dimity Lynch
received the Young Citizen of the Year award.
In the City of Kingston John Lee received an OAM;
David Catchpool received the Outstanding Citizen of
the Year award; and Lesley McGurgan was the
Australia Day Citizen of the Year, which was well
deserved.
In the City of Monash John Mooney received a Public
Service Medal and Pratish Bandopadhayay and Ian
Brock both received an OAM. Congratulations to all
the recipients on their efforts and their honours.

SPC Ardmona
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
I rise to commend the federal member for Murray,
Dr Sharman Stone, for having the courage to stand up
for her convictions and show support for the workers of
her electorate. In doing so she blew the lid off the
outrageous and deceitful comments by Mr Hockey and
Mr Abbott in their attempts to justify cutting SPC
Ardmona and its workers loose. Dr Stone accused
Mr Abbott of misleading the public over cabinet’s
decision to refuse SPC Ardmona a $25 million lifeline
on the grounds that its worker entitlements were too
generous. Dr Stone yesterday stood by her claims,
stating:
The things that were stated were not true and not true
equals — could be called a lie, absolutely.

Rather than attempting to engage in meaningful and
constructive dialogue and take action with a view to
diminishing the loss of Australian jobs, the federal
coalition has engaged in a smear campaign against not
only workers but also companies and entire industries.
Australian industry needs considered and sensible
leadership during these challenging times and not a
cabal of ideologically driven headkickers who smear
companies and workers and dare multinational
companies, who provide tens of thousands of jobs, to
leave our shores.

Government performance
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I just
want to take this opportunity to welcome everyone
back. I hope they had a great break. This is of course an
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election year and I am looking forward to the contest of
ideas that come with that. What do we want for
Victoria: public transport or more roads?
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BARBER — I call for a contest of ideas, and
members of the Liberal Party try to shout me down. Is
that not ironic? Do we want rising emissions or
renewable energy; do we want emergency departments
in crisis or public health measures that keep people out
of hospital in the first place; or do we want investment
in education? Certainly in the three dozen days or so
that we will be sitting in this house and the time we
spend working in the broader community I look
forward to the ideas coming forth from all political
parties and all members, because that is what I think the
Victorian public is crying out for.

SPC Ardmona
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — Much has
been said about SPC Ardmona this week, and not all of
it useful or productive. My family has had a long
association with the Shepparton Preserving Company,
as it was then, as shareholders and as managers of the
company in the early 1920s. We have seen the highs
and lows and seen the subsequent rationalisation of
companies like SPC and changes of ownership. The
Goulburn Valley growers, some of whom have been
contracted to SPC Ardmona and some of whom have
not, have always been supportive of this company.
This government has always been supportive and seen
it as a priority to support those companies that reinvest
profits back into the company to make them more
competitive. That is why the Victorian coalition
supported SPC Ardmona with a $4.4 million support
grant on the basis that it reach certain targets, and I
might say that only $200 000 of that amount has been
drawn down. The coalition government has also
invested $2 million into the Goulburn Valley to help
improve productivity and employment.
The fact is that most of the fruit in the Goulburn Valley
is fresh fruit, and with the tin packaging now being
superseded by home-brand plastic containers and the
dumping of fruit from other countries onto our
domestic market, pressure is being put on this
company.
The politicisation by Labor of the challenges facing this
iconic company is a disgrace, and the promise by the
Leader of the Opposition of money he does not have to
do no-one knows what, without any consultation with
the company, is just a cheap political stunt.
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Manufacturing policy
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — For those who
missed it, Australia now has no industry policy and
certainly no manufacturing policy. This is resulting in
company closures and massive job losses.
Whilst Prime Minister Abbott and the federal Minister
Assisting the Prime Minister for the Public Service,
Senator Abetz, are making wild ideological
pronouncements from Canberra, trying to blame
workers and their unions, the Victorian Napthine
government is simply standing by and allowing
thousands of workers to join the dole queues. But it is
hardly surprising. This state government handed over
the driver’s seat to its federal colleagues long ago. The
Napthine government simply has not been a strong
advocate for industry and the Victorian economy — in
fact the government was lost, and it still is. Even with
strong warnings, it failed to see what was happening in
the car manufacturing sector.
It is this very weakness that has allowed Mr Abbott and
the federal Treasurer, Mr Hockey, to run amok and
wreck the manufacturing sector. The only thing the
Premier has said in reference to the onslaught of job
losses is, ‘Disappointing’. ‘Disappointing’ does not
feed workers and their families, and neither do vacuous
statements about a ‘plan B’. I am sure Shepparton
workers will not be hoodwinked, and I am sure they
know this government’s promises amount to nothing.
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the efforts that he put in to guide this young lady
towards the design that won the competition.

Lunar New Year
Mr ELSBURY — I commend the Footscray Asian
Business Association for its excellent work in bringing
the community together last Sunday to celebrate the
Lunar New Year in Footscray. This was an event of
community and cultural diversity, and even with a hot
day, a great crowd was able to gather.

Sunshine grade separation
Mr ELSBURY — I also highlight that I was proud
to be able to stand on a new grade separation on
Anderson Road as part of the regional rail link. It was
taken out of the project by the Labor government.

True Value Solar Centre
Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — It would
come as no surprise to honourable members in this
house that I am a passionate supporter of the Essendon
Football Club, least of all you, President. Although
2013 was not the best year we have seen in the club’s
history, true to our fighting spirit we are back on track
and looking forward to a good year in 2014.

Celina Harrower

Today I wish to speak about the opening of the
Bombers True Value Solar Centre. The centre was
officially opened by the Honourable Hugh Delahunty,
Minister for Sport and Recreation and Minister for
Veterans’ Affairs, and Paul Little, the Essendon
Football Club chairman. The centre is also the hub of
the Australian Paralympic Committee, and it will act as
a launching place for generations of persons with
disabilities as they strive for excellence in their chosen
sports. The Essendon Football Club, the AFL and the
Victorian and federal governments have all made
significant contributions to its establishment, with the
total cost being nearly $26 million.

Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) — I take
this opportunity to congratulate MacKillop Catholic
Regional College student Celina Harrower. Celina is
the winner of the G20 summit commemorative postage
stamp competition, a nationwide competition which has
allowed her to be the designer of a postage stamp to
commemorate the G20 summit to be held in Brisbane
later this year. It was a web-based competition for
schools from across Australia, and I am proud that a
western suburbs student at a western suburbs school
used her talents to create such a fine piece of work. I
also congratulate her teacher, Mr Silvio Mannello, on

The centre will house over 100 staff, acting in
administrative, medical and educational roles. It has
two football ovals, a running track, an indoor aquatic
centre and a gym. The centre is located at 275 Melrose
Drive, Melbourne Airport, and the site is
103 000 square metres. It also includes a function and
conference centre; the Flight Deck, a dedicated space
for running Essendon Football Club’s Indigenous and
multicultural schools and grassroots community
programs; hall of fame museum displays; a public cafe;
and a retail store. In brief, this centre is a world-class
venue.

Look at Geelong: the committee that was formed to
deal with the fallout of the Ford closure announcement
has not met since Abbott and company were elected.
Again, this Napthine government has done nothing,
allowing its federal partners to run the show and doing
nothing for Geelong families. All I can say is that I call
on the state coalition MPs to stand up for their
communities and stand up for jobs.
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Australian Goldfields Open
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — Last Saturday I
had the opportunity to accompany Louise Asher and
Wendy Lovell at the Bendigo snooker headquarters for
the announcement that Bendigo has again secured the
Australian Goldfields Open snooker championships for
the fourth year running. Louise Asher, as Minister for
Tourism and Major Events, brought this event to
Australia for the first time. The event brings the top
16 players and thousands of snooker enthusiasts to
Australia and in particular to Bendigo and the
goldfields region.
With coverage through Asia and Europe through pay
TV channels, 8 July to 14 July will again see this area
of Victoria highlighted across the world. It is an event
that will hopefully showcase Australia’s Neil
Robertson, a former world champion who is putting
snooker back on the map for all Australians. He is held
in very high regard when it comes to the sport of
snooker.
The event has the capacity to fill up all the hotels and
all the restaurants. Neil Robertson will bring thousands
of people into the Bendigo Stadium. It is another
feather in the cap for the city of Bendigo, which has
again proven it has the ability to host world-class events
of the highest standard. I am sure that this year’s event
will be just as good as the last three.

Government performance
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — It has
become clear over the last three months that the
Napthine government has well and truly reached crisis
point. It is an absolute shambles, leaving Parliament in
complete disarray. Victorians across the state are losing
their jobs, we have a health system in crisis and a
Premier who will not face up to the fact that he is
beholden, week by week, to the member for Frankston
in the Assembly, Geoff Shaw. For the Premier,
Dr Napthine, to insist that he is still calling the shots is
laughable. He is too busy worrying about saving his
own job to worry about the thousands of jobs at risk in
the Goulburn Valley and regional Victoria. Time is
clearly running out for the government to support SPC
Ardmona and match the Labor opposition’s election
commitment of a $30 million coinvestment to assist the
company. Victoria cannot be a leading manufacturer
without SPC.
Our health system is in crisis. We have seen our
ambulance services struggle to cope. They are
struggling to respond to emergencies within the
prescribed time frames. Ambulance response times for
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life-threatening emergencies have gone backwards for
three consecutive years under this government.
Ambulance services struggled to cope with high
demand due to the recent heatwave. Paramedics were
calling it a meltdown in services that was causing
unacceptable delays for patients. The elective surgery
waiting list has blown out to more than 10 000 people.
There has been a drop in the percentage of patients
treated in emergency departments within the
recommended time, an increase in elective surgery
waiting times and an average increase of 11.6 per cent
in the number of patients waiting longer than one year
for elective surgery compared to Labor’s last three
years in government, which saw an average decrease of
8 per cent. Victorians deserve better than this rabble
government.

Trade unions
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — Government
members have demonstrated time and again this week
that they hate unions and everything organised labour
represents. I remind government MPs that the union
movement formed the Labor Party to give effect to the
political aspirations of working people. The mission the
founders had in mind at the time is ongoing.
The union I am proud to have worked for and remain to
this day a member of was involved in three recent
campaigns that I would like to share with members.
One relates to the story of a 34-year-old woman who
had been working for a contract labour hire company
for five months full time and was denied work. She was
sexually harassed in the workplace and had the option
to put up or shut up. She complained and was denied
ongoing shifts. A survey undertaken by the National
Union of Workers found that 63 per cent of people who
experienced sexual bullying in the workplace did not
report this kind of experience.
A second example is that of a company that unloaded
containers for Woolworths that was found to be paying
its employees as little as $3 an hour. A 28-year-old man
was working 60 hours a week for $300 cash in hand.
He spoke to the union; he was sacked for it. The union
raised the issue with Woolworths, which immediately
terminated its contract with the company. Another
example is from Bendigo. Five migrant workers were
employed cash in hand — —
The PRESIDENT — Time!

SPC Ardmona
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
place on record a conversation I had on Monday night
with a major fruit grower from the Goulburn Valley,
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who rang me to thank me for bringing the Premier to
Shepparton not only last Friday but also on a previous
occasion, when SPC Ardmona had told a number of
growers they no longer had contracts with the
company.
We all know that Daniel Andrews, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Assembly, visited Shepparton on
Monday with a hollow promise that, if he happens to be
elected — if the people of Victoria have a meltdown
and elect him later this year — he might give SPC
some money. I note that on his visit to Shepparton he
did not take with him either of the two Labor members
in this place who claim to represent Shepparton; they
have no interest in the area.
The fruit grower also acknowledged not only that the
Premier listened to the growers and the people of the
Goulburn Valley but also that our government is the
only government that has any tangible offers on the
table for SPC or for the growers in the Goulburn
Valley. The $2 million employment package that we
put on the table last year, when growers were cut off
from supplying SPC, is helping to employ those people
who are no longer working in those orchards and to get
growers through these times while they readjust their
businesses.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The PRESIDENT — Order! I take this opportunity
to indicate to the house that we have some
distinguished visitors from the federal Parliament in the
gallery today: Senator Ryan and Senator Fifield.
Mr Russell Broadbent is also with us today. We extend
to them a warm welcome to the Victorian Parliament. I
also acknowledge that Alan Brown, a former minister
and member for Gippsland West in the Legislative
Assembly, is with us today. Welcome, Alan.

BLACK SATURDAY
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That this house:
(1) notes with sorrow that it is five years since the Black
Saturday bushfires, in which lives, homes, and property
were lost;
(2) remembers with deep heartache and sadness the tragic
loss of 173 Victorians and the devastating and
everlasting impact that has had on affected families;
(3) praises those Victorians who have stood shoulder to
shoulder to rebuild their communities and have shown
such great resilience and strength after suffering the
worst losses imaginable;
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(4) recalls the heroic efforts of volunteers, community
members and emergency service personnel who
supported those in need during, and after, the fires; and
(5) notes that fires have again affected Victorian
communities in recent weeks, and pledges to support our
friends and neighbours as they recover and rebuild.

All of us were touched by the Black Saturday fires, and
people we knew were touched by those fires. In
preparing for this I had cause to go back and read parts
of the debate that occurred in this chamber in February
2009. Those who were in the chamber at the time will
remember that a whole day was devoted to discussing
those fires and their impact on communities. It was an
extraordinary impact; all of us felt it. We knew people
and families. The devastation was extraordinary.
Fire is not uncommon in Victoria, as we know. At the
time we went back and re-read the royal commission
report from 1939. Fire incidents have been a
longstanding part of Victoria’s history. The Teague
royal commission did great work, and I want to put on
record the support of people in this house and the
community for Justice Teague’s work. The royal
commission brought forward recommendations, and
this government and the community have responded to
those recommendations, not seeking to fully control
fires but to put ourselves in a position where we are
safer and able to manage fires more effectively and
save lives and property where possible.
I want to note the impact on so many communities. I go
back to the images of Marysville. I was there about two
days afterwards and stood in that town. I am using this
example in a sense as an emblem for what occurred in a
number of other areas. I remember standing in that
town and looking in absolute horror at the devastation.
The town was completely flattened, and so many
people and so many families had been lost. But towns
are rebuilding, communities are rebuilding, and the
strength that has come from the community pulling
together is remarkable.
I want to pay tribute to the way the Victorian
community, this Parliament and, more broadly,
Australia came to the support of those families and
communities. Much healing remains to occur, and it is
probably true to say that that healing will never be fully
complete. But communities have been rebuilt and lives
have been rebuilt, and as a Parliament we all, in a very
non-party sense, wish those who are still grieving the
very best support that we can offer.
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The day of 7 February 2009 sits very heavily and
solemnly within the psyche of the Victorian
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community. It is a day that reminds us of much grief,
much sorrow and much pain experienced by members
of our community. As the Leader of the Government
has said today, it was a day that led to Victorians
standing shoulder to shoulder to respond to that terrible
day and the terrible consequences of that day — not for
the first time, as has been indicated. Our community
has endured bushfires of great devastation on a number
of occasions in our history. You would hope that 2009
would have been the last occasion when we have had to
share that pain and suffering, but it will probably not be
the last day on which we have to rise up to such terrible
experiences together to overcome our grief to resolve,
to rebuild, to support one another and to learn the
lessons so that we can prevent pain and suffering in our
community into the future.
Like many other members of the opposition and many
members of the community, I have spent hundreds of
hours reflecting on the lessons that we should have
learnt from those days. Together with the various
emergency agencies in Victoria, and with much
reflection at the level of local government, in terms of
community organisations, and in individual households
right across this state, we have spent many, many hours
supporting one another in trying to deal with the pain
that was experienced on those occasions — the tragic
loss of 173 souls in Victoria, the 2000 houses that were
lost and the 450 000 hectares of our landscape that was
burnt. Devastation of that order of magnitude meant
that thousands of individuals and families were affected
across this state, not only on that tragic day but in the
days that followed, and will be affected in the years that
follow.
Today it is appropriate for us to pause and reflect on
that, five years after the event. But we should not forget
those circumstances. We should not turn a blind eye to
the potential for this to occur again, and we should
resolve to support one another to make sure that we
mitigate the risks. The people who responded at the
time — our professional and volunteer firefighters, the
Country Fire Authority, the Department of
Sustainability and Environment, the Metropolitan Fire
Brigade on that occasion, supported by the State
Emergency Service, by Victoria Police and by many
non-government agencies, such as the Red Cross,
St Vincent de Paul, St John Ambulance and other
service groups across Victoria — came together in a
very organised way. Local government was almost
brought to its knees at a number of locations across
Victoria.
We should never forget the profound burden on local
communities at that time and the amount of work, in
terms of restoring confidence, rehabilitating the

Thursday, 6 February 2014

environment, rebuilding homes and rebuilding
communities, that followed. We thank all the members
of our community who joined together to support one
another. We continue to recognise the need for us to
replenish our commitment to not only support one
another in those times but to become a stronger
community through those experiences. If members of
Parliament can rise up and find a common spirit to
resolve to now and in the future deal with such issues
together, we will be a stronger Parliament and we will
be a stronger community in Victoria. We will
demonstrate the very best in one another at such times
so that the tragic loss and the consequences of those
who lost their lives and lost so much in those days will
not be, in a sense, in vain in terms of community spirit
and community resolve in the years to come. I hope that
is the take-home message from today as we reflect on
7 February 2009.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — As we approach the anniversary of the
devastating fires of February 2009, it is appropriate that
we reflect back on that event. It is also appropriate that
we recommit ourselves to support those who are still
feeling the effects of that devastating event.
The magnitude of those fires of February 2009, the
impact they had on personal life and property, and the
injury they caused are well documented and well
known, and I am not going to canvas that again. It is
true that the physical scars will gradually heal, but if
you drive around some of those communities that were
devastated by fires, you will see that the scars remain.
There is clear evidence of empty blocks of land on
which houses once stood, and those blocks will never
be built on again. There are marks on vegetation, on
trees, that remind us of those devastating fires of five
years ago.
While some of the physical scars will heal, the mental
scars will remain with people for the rest of their lives.
Those who have been impacted on more than others,
with direct loss of life, loss of loved ones et cetera, will
bear the burden of those thoughts for the rest of their
lives. It is important that we remember that, reflect on
that and recommit ourselves to acknowledge that those
impacts linger on. It is also important to acknowledge
the bravery of people throughout February 2009, and at
other times when we have had natural disasters. Our
professional emergency services and our volunteer
emergency services, as well as volunteers in our
community, have rallied to support their friends, their
neighbours and their communities.
Those of us who represent Eastern Victoria Region felt
the effects of those fires in February 2009. There were
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some 400 fires, I think, statewide on 7 February. Some
of those were very close to my electorate. Places like
Traralgon South, Cornella, Callignee, Churchill,
Boolarra, Bunyip State Park and Labertouche were all
devastated by the fires of February 2009. I know those
of us who represent that region were right at the fore
during the fires and could really feel the impact they
had on our local communities.
The final point I make is that, as others have said, the
presence of fire is very much with us every year. When
I look back at the record of our speeches in
commemoration of February 2009, it seems that at each
time we have spoken there have been fires raging in
parts of Victoria. Today I know there are still
significant fires burning unchecked in the Snowy River
National Park. I spoke to one constituent from Bonang
just two days ago, and it reminded me so much of what
bushfires are like and their impact on our community.
Today we reflect on the events of February 2009, and it
is important we do so. It is important we do not forget.
It is important we acknowledge that people are still
feeling those effects and that we have those
ever-present, great people in our community who are
prepared to rally and support their fellow persons in
times of need. We recognise all those people as we pass
this motion today.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I believe
it is correct that every member present in the chamber
today either personally knows someone who died in the
fires or knows someone who lost a loved one or knows
or has met someone who has directly experienced fires.
That is a profound personal connection we have as we
labour to do our jobs as community leaders and also, as
Mr Jennings suggested, continue to play our role in
determining matters of public policy that are designed
to ensure that these tragedies do not happen again.
Mr Davis’s motion not only commemorates our
sadness but also invites some discussion on matters of
public policy. Due to the time we have allocated we
will not be doing that fully today, but we will
undoubtedly continue to do so in this Parliament as
time goes on.
Last weekend I was in the Grampians, visiting people
who are recovering from those quite horrific fires that
occurred just a few weeks ago. It is an odd experience
to stand in a landscape that is now blackened, silent and
lifeless and yet to understand that, just a short time
before, that landscape was in the middle of a hellish
maelstrom of smoke, noise, heat and flame and that the
person you are standing there talking to actually
experienced both extremes.
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When you stand with someone next to the smoking ruin
of their house and they tell you, for instance, that the
biggest issue they dealt with before, during and after the
fire was the difficulty of communication due to mobile
phone coverage — it was a common theme among the
dozens of people I met over that weekend — that leaves
a profound impression upon you and creates in you a
strong resolve to ensure that the issues that create these
difficulties are addressed. The responsibility is on us to
ensure that measures are taken to make these events
less impactful. Of course we all understand that we still
have a lot of work to do in this area, and I appreciate
the government bringing forward this motion at this
time so that we can have the opportunity to reinforce
that fact.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
This Friday marks five years since Black Saturday,
when fires swept across Victoria, leaving a path of
destruction and shattered communities. One hundred
and seventy-three people died, and more than 400 were
injured in Victoria’s worst fire conditions on record.
Victorians are no strangers to hot, windy, summer days,
and those of us who live in regional areas or on the
urban fringe take precautions. But the conditions on
Black Saturday were unlike any we had ever seen
before. The loss of life, property and communities on
Black Saturday has made us more aware and more
cautious. The rebuilding process continues and is about
more than just infrastructure; it is about communities
reconnecting and recovering.
My electorate was particularly hard hit on Black
Saturday, and I will never forget the devastation of
driving into Marysville for the first time after the fires
swept through. Marysville was unrecognisable. The
bravery of the people of many towns, including
Redesdale, Kilmore, Wandong, Kinglake, Healesville,
Narbethong, Marysville, Buxton, Murrindindi,
Flowerdale and Mudgegonga, will never be forgotten.
The fact that urban areas of Bendigo were ablaze is a
reminder that even our major cities are not immune.
On this fifth anniversary of Black Saturday it is
important to remember those whose lives were lost. It is
also important to acknowledge the work that was done,
and continues to be done to protect our community, by
the state’s emergency services. As we remember lost
family and friends, my thoughts are particularly with
Patrick and Bronwyn O’Gorman, whose parents, Allan
and Carolyn, and brother, Stuart, were among Black
Saturday’s victims. I also acknowledge two members
of our parliamentary family who lost their home in
Marysville: Heather and Mark Smith. Heather is a
Hansard reporter, and Mark is an attendant in the
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Assembly. Heather very bravely reported the first part
of this motion.

Victoria Region there were clusters of fires that are now
referred to as the Delburn, Bunyip and Churchill fires.

Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — As we have
heard, this month marks the fifth anniversary of the
15 major fires that took the lives of 173 people,
seriously injured countless others, destroyed homes,
towns and farms, laid waste to forests, and killed
thousands of animals. It was one of worst climatic
disasters in this country.

The 2009 Victorian Bushfire Royal Commission —
Final Report records for posterity that Alfred and Scott
Frendo, Colin and David Gibson, Alan and Miros
Jacobs and their son Luke, Nathan Charles, Annette
Leatham, Gertrude Martin, and Martin Schulz and his
dog, Kelly, lost their lives in the Churchill blaze. The
Churchill fire burnt for two weeks after starting on
7 February and affected the towns of Jeeralang North,
Balook, Le Roy, Koornalla, Callignee, Callignee North,
Callignee South, Hazelwood South, Hazelwood North,
Traralgon South, Devon, Yarram and Carrajung South.
The three Delburn fires affected towns in the Mirboo
North, Boolarra, Yinnar and Churchill areas. The
Bunyip fire consisted of 17 fires in the Bunyip State
Park. The fires were at first contained within the park
but they spread after 7 February, burning down 31 farm
houses before they were contained on 4 March. Our
thoughts at this time go to all those who were affected
by the 2009 Victorian fires.

All Victorians are aware of the disaster that befell the
state in February 2009 and will doubtless, to a person,
reflect on the horror and sorrowful events of those days
and their aftermath. Many community
commemorations will be held across the state in towns
that were destroyed and have now largely been rebuilt,
and also in those towns that fortunately escaped the
fires. The commemorations will be attended by people
who were directly affected as well as by those who
were profoundly touched by the reports and stories of
suffering, endurance, bravery and resilience.
On this fifth anniversary I pay my deep respect to the
memory of the 173 people who died and to their
families and friends whose loss is inconsolable. I pay
my respects to all those who suffered as a result of the
fires. I commend again the extraordinary efforts of the
men and women of the state’s fire services, emergency
services and ambulance service — the paramedics,
medical officers, police, local and government
departmental officers; the countless members of
community organisations; and of course the many
thousands of volunteers who gave so much to ensure
the safety and care of people affected by the fires and
who worked to contain and manage them. I also pay
tribute to the chair of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires
Royal Commission, the Honourable Bernard Teague,
and to commissioners Ronald McLeod and Susan
Pascoe and all those who contributed to the work of the
commission and the preparation of the final report.
The report is a document of huge importance not only
because it provides a comprehensive analysis upon
which to base future policy and actions to better
manage events of this type and to protect lives but also
because it gave people an opportunity to place their
personal stories on the public record. I am sure I am not
the only member of this chamber who refers to the
record from time to time as a source of information and,
very importantly, as a reminder of what happened and
how people were affected. At this time we remember
the extreme weather conditions that preceded the
conflagration on 7 February: the prolonged heat with
successive days exceeding 43 degrees, the hot northerly
winds, and the dehydrated, baking country. In Eastern

Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — I would like to
contribute to this motion, as the fires ravaged not only
my electorate of Northern Victoria Region but also my
home town of Bendigo. Over 60 houses were destroyed
in Bendigo, and Mick Kane was tragically killed when
a grassfire ravaged the western edge of Bendigo. I also
felt the horror experienced by those in the
Kinglake-Marysville area. So many of the 173 lives that
were lost were lost in that area, as were so many of the
houses that were destroyed.
As we approach the anniversary of that horrendous day,
I remember that most Victorians believed that in the
case of the threat of bushfire we had two legitimate
courses of action. One was that we were simply to
leave, and if we were to leave, we were encouraged to
leave early. But we were also advised that if we wanted
to stay, we should prepare our houses well, prepare
ourselves well and stay to fight the fire, because the
vast majority of houses that are lost in fires are lost in
the minutes after a fire front passes.
However, the reality is that what happened on Black
Saturday was a combination of extreme heat, extreme
winds and an overabundance of forest fuel. Those
wildfires created such a force that no amount of
preparation could ever have halted the fury and the
destruction that came with them. If any victims of
Black Saturday ever read this contribution I want them
to understand that the sense of loss and the pain, anxiety
and bewilderment they felt in the period immediately
after those fires will not be forgotten. We should never,
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ever forget what the fury of fire can do to our fellow
Victorians and potentially to us.

commitment to doing everything in our power to ensure
that this never happens again.

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — Tomorrow
marks the fifth anniversary of an extraordinary tragedy
that was experienced by Victorians and that we all
remember well. Some 400 fires burnt across many
communities in Victoria. One hundred and
seventy-three people lost their lives and 414 people
were injured, but there were some other remarkable
numbers as well that we can reflect on. More than
7500 Victorians were displaced, 12 000 head of
livestock were destroyed and there was a $4.4 billion
impact on the Victorian economy, according to the
2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission — Final
Report.

Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — In marking the
fifth anniversary of the devastating Black Saturday
fires, we remember the 173 people who lost their lives,
the others who were injured and all those who continue
to suffer. We also remember with grateful thanks the
tireless efforts of essential services personnel and the
thousands of volunteers who fought the fires and later
helped in the long recovery process.

The response of the Victorian community was a source
of great inspiration to all of us. On that day some
3582 firefighters were deployed. These were people
who. instead of running from danger — which would
have been many people’s natural instinct — went into it
head-on to protect the communities that they love. The
response of Victorians made us all incredibly proud.
Extraordinary donations were made, and volunteers
were assembled and deployed to great effect to try to
put those communities back together to the extent that
that can be done after such a tragic event.
I express my very deep condolences to those who lost
so much, I note the remarkable generosity of so many
Victorians, and I pay credit to those involved in the
rebuild that continues to this day.
In the past couple of weeks there have been significant
fires, with people being evacuated from Halls Gap, and
this week an evacuation order was issued in Gippsland.
When I visited the Grampians immediately after the
recent fire, most of the people I met and spoke with
remarked that there had been less loss than might
otherwise have been case, because of the changes we
have made to bushfire response since the Black
Saturday fires five years ago. Communications have
improved, but they are imperfect.
I urge all members and all those who want to further
honour those who lost so much in the Black Saturday
fires to read the latest report of the implementation
monitor who considers the application of the work of
the bushfires royal commission. I remind people that
there is some work to do in that regard. Work is
ongoing with the implementation of 20 of the
67 recommendations. On this fifth anniversary, we note
the lessons we have learnt and we reflect on and send
our love and support to those who lost so much. As
members of Parliament, we need to reaffirm our

Although there was no loss of life in Western Victoria,
a Coleraine man suffered serious burns while moving
cattle out of the path of a fire which destroyed
770 hectares, one house, much livestock and more than
200 kilometres of fences. That fire also devastated the
historic Coleraine Avenue of Honour. At Pomborneit,
east of Camperdown, fire burnt 1300 hectares,
livestock, fencing, outbuildings and more than
3000 sleepers on the Warrnambool rail line. Fire at
Horsham swept through 5700 hectares, affecting
350 properties while consuming eight homes and
destroying the Horsham Golf Club clubhouse.
Coleraine and Pomborneit have recovered from the
fires and recently, when I was in Horsham, I enjoyed
lunch in the newly rebuilt Horsham Golf Club
clubhouse.
While I was critical of departmental heads at the time,
my confidence has been restored with the appointment
of Mr Craig Lapsley as our fire services commissioner
and with equipment and communication capacity
upgrades. I commend and support everyone involved
initially and with the ongoing rebuild of communities
that were so terribly torn apart.
The memories of Black Saturday will haunt many
Victorians for the rest of their lives, as I experienced as
captain of a brigade fighting the disastrous 1977
Glenthompson and 1983 Ash Wednesday fires. The
Black Saturday tragedy will not be forgotten and
neither will the resilience and generosity of Victorians
in the face of such adversity.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I invite members
voting in favour of the motion to stand in their places.
Motion agreed to in silence, honourable members
showing unanimous agreement by standing in their
places.
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and skills. I accept the challenges and the difficulties in
the pursuit of my political ideals.

Mr Ronalds
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That the inaugural speech of Mr Andrew Ronalds be now
heard.

Motion agreed to.
Mr RONALDS (Eastern Victoria) — President, I
stand in this chamber for the first time with a sense of
awe and excitement but also humility to speak as a
member for Eastern Victoria Region in the Parliament
of Victoria. It is a great responsibility, one which I
undertake to approach with every fibre of my being and
all the intellectual rigour I can muster. It is true that my
success will be measured only in the fullness of time,
and I pray that on reflection real outcomes will be
achieved for the betterment of the electorate that I now
represent.
As I approach this role with energy and industry, I will
be guided by a set of values which have been instilled
in me by my parents, values which stem from my belief
in God and values which bind the Liberal Party. My
work will also be informed by geography. I was born
and raised in Gippsland; the region is in my blood.
I believe the prosperity of a country comes from those
in the private sector who generate wealth, not from
governments that redistribute it.
I believe in limited government — the larger the
government, the smaller the individual. I believe in
lower taxes because money belongs first and foremost
to those who have earnt it. And I believe in the value of
the family.
I believe the only way that we will ever be able to truly
afford bipartisan programs like the national disability
insurance scheme is through pro-free-enterprise policies
that foster economic prosperity. There is no denying
that the pursuit of values-based outcomes is a
challenge, but nothing worthwhile is ever easy.
On 12 September 1962, John F. Kennedy said:
We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other
things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard,
because that goal will serve to organise and measure the best
of our energies and skills, because that challenge is one that
we are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone,
and one which we intend to win …

I am not about to fly to the moon. Rather, I believe
politics enables us to organise and measure our energies

When my ancestors arrived from England they came
with little more than a dream to turn this untamed and
rugged country into prime agricultural land, and they
succeeded, although I am sure it was a lot harder than
they thought. They worked hard, cleared land and
sowed crops and pastures. They endured bushfires,
droughts and floods. They persisted, stayed the course,
and over time the dense bush of Jindivick near
Warragul was transformed into the beautiful dairy
country we know today. Gippsland now produces
23 per cent of the nation’s milk and some of the world’s
most renowned dairy products.
Like my ancestors, my parents also had a dream. In
1984 Dad gave up the steady income that came from
earthmoving contracts to focus on farming and making
cheese. It sounds a rather humble pursuit, but it was to
the contrary. With a typical country determination they
set about building a cheese factory. They borrowed
money and employed people. They got on with the job,
not waiting for government to tell them what to do, in
fact wanting the government to stay out of it as much as
possible. When Dad tells the story, which I have heard
many times, he talks of not just the successes of Jindi
Cheese but also the trials, such as how much cheese
they threw out while learning how to make it and how
back then camembert was more likely pronounced
‘camem-bert’. Yet they persisted in the tough
Australian market and eventually had success on the
world stage.
I still remember receiving a fax from America that
contained the results of the World Cheese
Championships. It simply read, ‘And the best soft
cheese in the world — Jindi Brie’. To be honest, Dad
did not believe it and got right on the phone to America
to check out whether it was true; it was. In fact Jindi
Cheese went on to win the World Cheese
Championships twice more. In 2002 not only was Jindi
Brie crowned the best cheese in its class but it then
went on to win the best cheese in the world. My Dad
always said, ‘A champion team outperforms a team of
champions every time’. Jindi Cheese was a champion
team that brought acclaim to the entire region.
Eastern Victoria is still renowned for its fine products.
In this region we grow, make and export things, and I
am proud to represent a region that generates wealth for
the rest of our state. We have some of the best, from
large companies such as tomato producers Flavorite in
Warragul through to Berrys Creek Gourmet Cheese
near Poowong. Another iconic Gippsland brand is
Patties Foods. More than 60 years ago the Rijs family
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migrated on a ship to Australia and settled their family
in East Gippsland. There, Peter and Annie Rijs bought a
little cake shop in Lakes Entrance called Patties Cake
Shop, named after the previous owner’s wife. It was not
long before they took over Sunicrust Bakeries and
developed a factory in Bairnsdale. In the last decade
that company has bought Four’N Twenty Pies and
listed on the Australian Stock Exchange, and now it
employs 600 people in Gippsland.
The region’s reputation for fine food production is
evident when you stroll down Southbank, where the
best restaurants display their menus boasting Gippsland
beef, vegetables and wine. If you stop in at Trampoline
ice cream, you will be tasting Gippsland dairy. Burra
Foods, with its trademark kookaburra logo, was a
dream that started in a rundown factory in Korumburra
by the Crothers brothers. Today they export to Asia and
provide jobs and opportunities for many South
Gippslanders, both on the farm and in the factory. In
Moe manufacturing is having a revival, with a
family-owned and run business called Safetech recently
putting on another 20 jobs and exporting its products to
many corners of the globe.
The heart of the electorate is the state’s electricity
capital, the Latrobe Valley. There is nearly 700 years
worth of brown coal in reserves, and I am determined to
ensure that that industry thrives for the sake of jobs and
an affordable electricity supply for the whole of
Victoria. We need to clean up our coal-fired power
stations because we cannot afford to close them down.
The Latrobe Valley gives the rest of Victoria a
competitive advantage that we should not relinquish.
As well as the cheap and reliable electricity that
Gippsland provides, there are also a number of
commercially viable coal products in the Latrobe
Valley that will bring export opportunities and jobs.
My parents encouraged my business sense from an
early age. I can remember raising calves as a primary
school age boy. My sister, who was a few years
younger than me, decided that bed was a much more
sensible place to be at 5.30 in the morning. Frankly I
could not agree more, but if she was willing to pay me,
I was more than happy to get up early and feed my
calves and hers.
I have always valued free enterprise. After selling Jindi
Cheese in 2005 I have continued in business and in
agriculture in particular. My cousin Steve and I had our
own dairy business, and we milked close to 700 cows,
so I understand what it is like to roll up your sleeves
and work hard. But I have also experienced the
hardships that come with life on the land. The date of
7 February 2009 is a dark day etched in the memory of
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all Victorians — five years ago tomorrow. We
remember one of the worst natural disasters in the
history of this state.
I woke up on the morning of Black Saturday to what
started out as a fairly mild day with a gentle breeze, and
I remember a small tuft of smoke to the north. By
mid-afternoon that small tuft of smoke was a blazing
inferno. A fire storm ripped through our farms, burning
half our pasture, turning the majority of our silage into a
smouldering ruin, destroying one house and rendering
another unliveable. It was a story repeated time and
again throughout Victoria. More than 2000 homes were
destroyed and lives were lost; 173 people lost their
lives.
These are the things that shape you, and they are the
experiences that make you who you are. For me, the
fires brought home the reality of living on the land, of
making a living from the dairy industry and also of just
how easily nature can take swift revenge. But they have
also taught me valuable lessons about community and
working together to rebuild, repair and slowly heal.
I come to this Parliament towards the end of a first-term
government, a good government, a government that has
delivered for Victorians. This is a government that
understands the concept of prosperity with a purpose. It
takes real leadership to make the decisions necessary to
ensure that as a government we live within our means.
We simply cannot spend what we do not have. We
cannot spend today and leave our children and
grandchildren to pick up the bill.
Not far from my thoughts today is my cousin Rachel,
who passed away two years ago to the day. She was the
same age as me. Rachel was born with significant
disabilities at a time when it was, to be blunt, shameful
to have a disability. Yet it was no fault of hers; life had
dealt her a blow. We never fully knew what Rachel
understood or what she did not, although I am sure it
was more than we thought. She could not do many of
the things that most of us take for granted, but she was
a person made in God’s image, just like us. I am the
father of a daughter with disabilities, but the reality for
my daughter is much better than it was for Rachel. As a
result of the advocacy of my uncle and aunt and
thousands of other parents of children with special
needs, society no longer turns a blind eye or shames
them.
I am proud to take my place in this Napthine
government which last year signed on to have the
headquarters for the national disability insurance
scheme (NDIS) located in Victoria. The NDIS is not a
cure-all. It does not solve all the problems for people
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with disabilities, but it is a significant step in the right
direction. The NDIS is only a reality now because of
the commitment of this government and our federal
colleagues.
Today I enter this Parliament as a representative of the
best part of our state. Eastern Victoria Region is home
to some of nature’s most wonderful attractions: Phillip
Island, the Mornington Peninsula, the rolling hills of
Gippsland, the iconic Gippsland Lakes and parts of the
Yarra Valley. It is a diverse region with industry, rural
cities, a touch of the urban fringe, a massive agricultural
base and tourism, the value of which is measured in the
billions of dollars. It is bigger than the Netherlands. I
must also say it is my home. I have lived in the centre
of this region all my life and honestly cannot imagine
living anywhere else. It is truly a wonderful place to
live, and it is a privilege to be a representative of that
region here today.
I come in the footsteps of a good man and an
honourable parliamentarian, Philip Davis, who I am
privileged to follow. Philip Davis is a man of integrity
and a man who dedicated the past 21 years to this
Parliament, to the people of Gippsland, to the people of
Eastern Victoria and to the people of Victoria. I have
had the privilege of being the chairman of Philip’s
electorate council for a number of years and have been
honoured to work with him. I aspire to serve in this role
as he has done. I acknowledge Edward O’Donohue, a
member for Eastern Victoria Region, and I look
forward to working with him and my other colleagues
in the Legislative Council and the Legislative
Assembly.
I am very aware that I am here today as the result of a
team effort. I thank the many people who I have
enjoyed working with and will continue to enjoy
working with in the Liberal Party, including federal
senators the Honourable Mitch Fifield and the
Honourable Scott Ryan who are good friends. The
federal member for Casey, Tony Smith, is someone I
am looking forward to working with more, as well as
the federal member for McMillan, Russell Broadbent. I
have had the privilege of being Russell’s electorate
chairman since he was re-elected in 2004. When it
comes to local politicians, Russell is the real deal. He
not only represents the people of McMillan well but he
cares deeply about the issues that affect them. If there is
one thing he has taught me in politics, it is to listen —
listen because people actually know what they want.
I have had the privilege to have been helped immensely
by some amazing people in my local branches: the
Honourable John Delzoppo, a former Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly, and his wife Beth, who are still
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as active as ever and have never lost their zeal, and
former leader of the party, Alan Brown, who is another
great man, great leader and great Liberal. I also thank
my many local friends, including Mary, Mark, Millie,
Julie and Anne, and in particular all at the Warragul
branch for their support over the years.
The parliamentary Liberal team owes a great debt to the
branches. It is the work that gets done behind the scenes
by the secretariat and the members who volunteer their
time that really makes our party what it is. As a former
vice-president, I have had the privilege of volunteering
my time to the party alongside some great people. I
thank our past president, the Honourable Dr David
Kemp; our current president, Tony Snell; the state
director, Damien Mantach; my successor as country
vice-president, Peter McWilliam; and Frank
Greenstein.
President, I would like to take this opportunity to tell
you about another great Liberal whose name will be
known to only a few. Ruby Scott is from Warragul and
let us just say she has been around the party for a while.
Many years ago Ruby Scott went through the Liberal
Party membership list to look for members who had not
been to a meeting. She found my name. I had just
joined the party after university, but it was Ruby who
rang me up and actually asked me to come to a local
meeting. I thank Ruby for taking that initiative and
encouraging me to become actively involved in the
Liberal Party. Politics needs more people like Ruby to
encourage others to become involved. As members of
our respective political parties, we all need to be
encouraging the next generation of leaders for our state
and nation.
In closing I want to thank my parents, George and Bev
Ronalds, for bringing me up like they have; for
instilling in me a strong Christian faith and the strong
Liberal Party values I have talked about this morning.
Going into Parliament is a big decision, and along with
Peter and Pam Hill, I thank them for their
encouragement and practical help with my two
daughters.
And to Madeline and Arabella, my two beautiful
daughters, I hope I set for you an example you will
want to follow and that my time in this Parliament will
finish with a society that you are both growing up in
that is a little better than it is today. Thank you.
Honourable members applauded.
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ACTING PRESIDENTS
The PRESIDENT laid on table warrant nominating
Mr Melhem to act as acting president when
requested to do so by the President or Deputy
President.

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AMENDMENT
(PUBLIC SECTOR IMPROVEMENT) BILL
2013
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 December 2013; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — My
contribution will be brief. As outlined by my colleague
Mr Pallas, the member for Tarneit, in the Legislative
Assembly, the Labor Party will not oppose this bill. In
fact the bill has been improved by the amendments
originally suggested by the Labor Party and moved by
the government, that the Auditor-General and a number
of other bodies be exempt from this legislation. For
those reasons the Labor Party will not oppose the bill.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
rise today to speak on the Public Administration
Amendment (Public Sector Improvement) Bill 2013. I
thank the opposition for its support of the bill. This is a
government that demands efficiency from the public
sector. Efficiency in the public sector is crucially
important both for people trying to access departments
as well as for keeping department costs under control
for the financial health of Victoria, and that is what the
bill seeks to achieve. Long gone are the bad old days
when public servants could work without any key
performance indicators and managements had a
seemingly unending stream of funding from the
hardworking taxpayers of this state. This bill
exemplifies the fiscal discipline the coalition has shown
since taking office in 2010, with Victoria being the only
state to have a stable AAA credit rating and surpluses
into the forward estimates. Ensuring that the public
sector is running efficiently also leaves more room for
the true engine of the economy, the private sector, to
get into motion, with government not impeding growth
through long waiting times or regulatory matters, or
taxing highly to pay for an inefficient public service.
There was an amendment to the bill when it was
between the houses, as the Leader of the Opposition
rightly pointed out, that clarifies the independence of
the Auditor-General and other relevant bodies. The bill
provides for a new Victorian Public Service
Commission, which will be supported by an advisory
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board with the Secretary of the Department of Premier
and Cabinet as chairperson of the advisory board
meetings. The Premier may direct the commission to
conduct inquiries into any matter relating to a public
sector body, other than IBAC or the Victorian
Inspectorate.
The commission replaces the State Services Authority
(SSA), the staff of which have been consulted on the
changes. Their classifications, remuneration and
entitlements will not be affected. The commission will
assess and provide advice and support on issues
relevant to public administration, governance, service
delivery and public sector workforce management and
development. It will research and disseminate best
practice, collect and report on whole-of-government
data and conduct inquiries as directed by the Premier.
The Victorian Public Sector Commission will also
maintain and advocate for public sector professionalism
and integrity, codes of conduct, employment standards,
compliance with public sector values, public sector
employment principles on standards, review of
employment-related decisions; keep a register of
lobbyists and a register of instruments; and advocate for
an apolitical and professional public service. The
commission will have specific power to require
information from public sector bodies, including
personal information about employees. This power is
necessary to enable the collection of workforce data.
The SSA currently collects that data.
The commission will have a streamlined governance
model, with a single commissioner appointed by the
Governor in Council, on the recommendation of the
Premier, for a period of three to five years; and it will
be supported, as I said, by an advisory body consisting
of the Secretary of the Department of Premier and
Cabinet as well as up to seven other members, as
directed by Premier.
As I have talked to public servants in my three years as
a member of Parliament, they say to me that the service
is good but it can be better. The commission will give
them an ability to point out where things are not quite
right, and they will have an opportunity to say, ‘We
could be better at what we do here’. Our public service
is about continuous improvement and serving the
government and Victorians well. I commend the bill to
the house.
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — I am
very pleased and proud to be able to speak on the
Public Administration Amendment (Public Sector
Improvement) Bill 2013. The ability to measure the
performance of public servants is absolutely vital to the
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success of an economy and to the provision of the
appropriate return on investment to taxpayers. This bill
is both timely and important, and it is clearly given by
an imperative for a better regime of service delivery to
Victorians across the length and breadth of the state.
I come to the specifics. This bill will replace the State
Services Authority with an energised Victorian Public
Sector Commission. That will mean we will see the
strengthening of the efficiency, effectiveness and,
frankly, capability of the public sector so that it can
fully address what is required of it in the here and now,
as well as deal with and be responsive to emerging
trends and needs while adhering to improved public
sector standards. The commission will have a role in
maintaining and advocating for the enshrining,
underpinning and endorsing of an improved approach
to professionalism and integrity in the public sector and
its contributors.
The bill provides the opportunity to make some minor
amendments to the Public Administration Act 2004,
which will improve the government’s framework for a
range of public sector bodies. Primarily the bill will
amend the Public Administration Act 2004 to establish
the Victorian Public Sector Commission, and it will set
out the governance, functions and powers of the
commission. Minor amendments will include a
governance framework for public sector bodies.
Everybody will know and be able to uphold and
hopefully exceed performance standards and service
delivery expectations and ensure that everything
operates within an environment of a full-bodied
commitment to integrity.
The bill will also set out the responsibility of
departments in relation to public entities that fall within
various ministers’ portfolios. It provides the Secretary
of the Department of Premier and Cabinet with the
capacity to issue guidelines in relation to the
administrative operations of a public service body or
public entity. The bill will create an obligation for a
public entity board to ensure that adequate procedures
are in place for assessing its own performance. No-one
will be flying blind, and the left hand will know what
the right hand is doing. There will be no excuses and
nowhere to hide as we bring forward the performance
measures that the private sector adheres to and prospers
from as a result. It is important that real value is
provided for the taxpayer dollar, and these measures
will ensure that.
The bill will also see the removal of requirements for
the Premier to approve the remuneration of executives
holding an office that is a declared authority. Good
governance is an overarching issue. It is a no-brainer
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that good governance is essential to the public sector. A
governance framework must be a standard-bearer and a
standard setter under which agencies can operate to
support the government’s aims, objectives, policy
platform and imperatives. The bill will instil public
confidence in the public sector’s integrity and capacity
to address issues now and in the future.
The bill will implement key reforms to improve
governance in the public sector by establishing the
Victorian Public Sector Commission as a body
dedicated to improving the public sector’s performance
and by implementing other reforms to strengthen
governance, including a clarification of the role of
departments in overseeing and supporting public
entities as part of the role of departments as principal
advisers to ministers. The Yes Minister behaviour that
we have seen become legendary will be no more.
Everybody will be accountable for their advice and
actions in relation to the government delivering its
pledges, promises and policy platform. I commend the
bill to the house.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — This is an
apparently uncontroversial bill, and it will receive
support. However, it has taken a few twists and turns
along the way. A government amendment was brought
into the lower house after the bill had been first
introduced. It is hard to know whether that was due to
shoddy drafting or a stuff-up, but since the government
has had control of the numbers in both houses we have
seen more and more that matters are being corrected
after bills appear in one or other chamber. Sometimes
we see — and soon enough we will see more of it —
bills coming back to this house for a second time.
It is hard to know what was behind these changes, but
what is interesting is that an amendment was apparently
required after the Auditor-General expressed some
concern about being subject to these Victorian Public
Sector Commission powers. Someone had the idea that
the Auditor-General was part of the public service. The
Auditor-General is an independent officer of the
Parliament. He works directly for the Parliament, its
members and its relevant oversight committees. He
does not perform some audit function that the
government may choose to use or dispense with,
although we are seeing that more and more with
public-private partnerships and contracting out.
The Auditor-General has difficulties following the
public dollar once he hits the wall of a contracted-out
entity. For example, the Auditor-General is unable to
audit directly the desalination plant, even though
hundreds of millions of dollars will flow into it every
year for a long time to come. The contract between the

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Thursday, 6 February 2014

COUNCIL

government and the desalination plant operator allows
the operator to choose its own auditor from the private
sector, by agreement. Simply by pushing more and
more public money into private hands, governments
have in effect privatised the Auditor-General,
something that former Premier Jeff Kennett found
himself unable to do.
Yesterday we had tabled in Parliament a report from the
Ombudsman in relation to authorised officers on the
V/Line system using what the Ombudsman said was
excessive force. The Ombudsman was unable to
interview the officers directly, because they are
employees of a company — that is, V/Line. As we
contract out more and more of our services, we will
find that people delivering public functions, such as the
operation of a public transport system, are outside the
scope of both the Auditor-General and, it seems, the
Ombudsman. I am glad that was caught and fixed
before it came to this chamber, because there could
have been serious questions asked.
Another novel issue that has arisen is a new idea being
added by clause 22 in the form of new part 3A. It
allows the Secretary of the Department of Premier and
Cabinet, a person who is in reality under the direction
of the Premier, to issue guidelines on the administrative
operations of a public service body or a public entity. I
thought that was why a Victorian Public Sector
Commission was being established. Although not
autonomous, as is the Auditor-General, it is
nevertheless an integrity mechanism with some
independence and transparency around it. Now
apparently, according to Mrs Kronberg, in the interest
of good governance and good performance by the
government we are getting a mechanism that could be
used fairly swiftly to centralise power in the Premier
with a quick phone call to his secretary of department.
While the mechanism itself might be innocuous
enough, it is all about how it could be used. It could be
used for the general raising of standards of governance,
which is after all the responsibility of every minister,
the cabinet, the government as a whole and the
Victorian public sector commissioner, or it could
simply be used as a way of centralising power within
the executive, when the executive already has massive
powers above and beyond the other parts of the
governmental system, being the Parliament and the
judiciary. We will not be objecting to the bill or these
measures. However, we do have some concerns about
the executive functions and how they are used within
this area of law.
Motion agreed to.
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Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Standing orders
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That the standing orders of the Legislative Council be
amended as follows:
After standing order 23.22(4), insert —
“(5) A committee may take evidence in any
manner that the committee considers
appropriate including by means of audiolink,
audiovisual link or any other electronic
means.
(6) A committee must determine what weight or
value to give to evidence received by different
means in accordance with standing
order 23.22(5).
(7) Without limiting or affecting the generality of
section 19A of the Constitution Act 1975,
evidence given before a committee in
accordance with standing order 23.22(5)
must, if the committee so requires, be given
on oath or affirmation.
(8) An oath to be sworn or affirmation to be
made by a witness who is to give evidence by
audiolink or audiovisual link may be
administered either —
(a) by means of the audiolink or audiovisual
link, in as nearly as practicable the same
way as if the witness were to give
evidence at the place at which the
committee is sitting; or
(b) at the direction of, and on behalf of, the
committee at the place where the witness
is located by a person authorised by the
committee.”.

This is a modest change that was discussed by the
Procedure Committee. I think I am entitled to make a
broad reference to that. Obviously there will be broader
changes on procedural matters that will come towards
the end of the Parliament, and I look forward to those
coming forward. The government will seek to have as
many as possible of those changes as possible made in
accordance with broad support across the Parliament.
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That might not happen for every item, but many of
them will fall into that category.
This is a practical step that will enable evidence to be
taken from other states — for example, from other
parliaments — to expedite and support the work of our
committees in that regard. It is a modest reform. It will
not change the world, but it is a worthwhile step to
support the work of committees and, in doing so, make
them more efficient by enabling them to take evidence
in a cost-effective way from interstate or elsewhere, as
the committees desire. It will also add to the depth and
quality of evidence in the sense that evidence can be
taken which may not otherwise have been obtained. I
do not believe this is a controversial matter. It is a
matter that will find broad support across the
Parliament, and it mirrors other situations.
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — As the
Leader of the Government has said, this is a practical,
sensible amendment to the standing orders to bring us
into the 21st century, which all parties on the Standing
Orders Committee agreed to. Certainly the Labor Party
will support this. Now is not the time to have a longer
debate on how there are numerous other things that
could be done to improve the operation of this house,
because we have quadpartisan consensus on this one.
But I would urge the government to utilise the
Procedure Committee more effectively to get a series of
other measures up and running which, like this one,
could be adopted. There is a lot more that could be
done to make this place run more efficiently and serve
its purpose more effectively. The Labor Party will not
oppose the motion.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — The
Greens will support this motion to change the standing
orders to assist committees to take evidence from
people who are not present in the hearing room. They
may have valuable evidence but be in another part of
the city of Melbourne, another part of the state of
Victoria, another part of the country or in another
country. This is going to make it much easier for
witnesses and more valuable for the committees.
I am very supportive of this measure, which my
colleague Ms Hartland would also like to make some
remarks about. As a member of the Procedure
Committee I echo the issues that were raised by
Mr Lenders in his contribution to the debate. We have
had before us a number of other measures which are
equally valuable and which have been worked through
by the Procedure Committee, issues such as the
adjournment debate and questions on notice. The matter
of the adjournment debate is not a secret. I have raised
many times in this Parliament that the way it has been
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translated into the current standing orders is not in line
with the intentions of the previous Standing Orders
Committee. For three years we have been limiting
persons to one adjournment matter per week, which
was not the committee’s intention. That is something
we could have dealt with under this motion, and there
are a couple of other issues.
Some minor technical amendments to standing orders
could and should be made, but the government, for
reasons it has not given, has said it will not do it. That is
particularly the view of the Leader of the Government.
They are valuable amendments that could make the
operation of the chamber more efficient. As said, I am
very supportive of this particular change, but it could
have been accompanied by some other valuable
changes to the standing orders. It is disappointing that
we are not doing that at this stage. I heard what the
Leader of the Government said — that the Procedure
Committee will be working on these changes further
into this year — but it is a lost opportunity that those
changes were not put forward now. Nevertheless, we
support what is being put forward now.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I wish
to make a few very brief comments. When the bill for
fair protection for firefighters was referred to the
Economy and Infrastructure Legislation Committee, I
was quite surprised to learn that we could not take
evidence from experts in any other country or in other
states. This is a modern Parliament, and we need to be
able to take evidence in this manner. I am really pleased
to see that this change has been made.
This change will also be of great economic benefit to
the Parliament, in that if we are able to do this and have
appropriate internet and IT structures within the
Parliament, then delegations will not have to travel
interstate to take evidence at one or two-day hearings. It
will be much more appropriate.
Motion agreed to.

GAMBLING REGULATION AMENDMENT
(PRE-COMMITMENT) BILL 2013
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 December 2013; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Eastern
Metropolitan) — I am pleased to speak on the
Gambling Regulation Amendment (Pre-commitment)
Bill 2013. The government is committed to ensuring
that this election commitment is delivered. As a
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government we are about delivering election
commitments, and the introduction into this chamber of
legislation to require voluntary precommitment
technology on every Victorian electronic gaming
machine is the continuation of that. The bill before the
house makes it compulsory for venue operators to
connect their gaming machines to the statewide
precommitment system from 1 December 2015. I must
commend the Minister for Liquor and Gaming
Regulation, the Honourable Edward O’Donohue, for
not only delivering on the election commitment but
delivering the precommitment as an Australian first.
It is important to note the minister’s comments at the
time the legislation was first mooted in the public arena.
The minister said:
I am proud that the coalition government is leading the way
for the rest of Australia in this important policy area.

It is important to acknowledge the work that has been
done in the gambling sector. Victoria has been at the
forefront in terms of its introduction of the Victorian
Responsible Gambling Foundation, an independent
body charged with carrying out counselling and
research and raising awareness. On top of announcing
the creation of the foundation the minister has provided
it with real dollars — $150 million over four years.
This continues on from the legislated removal of ATMs
from gaming venues. As we have seen, this was a
significant factor in the reduction in spending on poker
machines in 2012–13.
The legislation before the chamber is a continuation of
the development of ways to better manage and better
monitor gambling in Victoria. The election
commitment will be delivered and the precommitment
system will commence from 1 December 2015.
Victoria will be the first jurisdiction to require
precommitment to be available as a harm minimisation
tool for at-risk gamblers and as a consumer protection
initiative for all. It will be voluntary for players to use
and voluntary for players to set limits; however, the
precommitment system will be mandatory on all
gaming machines at all gaming venues across the state,
including Crown Casino.
Research has shown that many players underestimate
the amount they spend on gambling and may not
accurately perceive the odds of winning. The
precommitment will help players track how much
gambling is costing them. From there they will be able
to set their limits before they play to ensure that they do
not exceed the amount they intended to spend. Many
find it difficult to adhere to self-imposed limits once
they are at a gaming machine. The precommitment
provided for in the legislation before the chamber will
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allow players to voluntarily set their limits and their
precommitments.
As I said, the precommitment system will be mandatory
on all gaming machines at all gaming venues, including
Crown. The legislation will make it an offence to
disclose players’ personal precommitment data without
authorisation. It will enable the Victorian Commission
for Gambling and Liquor Regulation to make and
enforce technical standards for precommitment
equipment, and it will also enable the use of
de-identified information from the precommitment
system for problem gambling research.
The coalition came to government determined to reduce
the effects of problem gambling on individuals, on
families and on the community. The introduction of the
precommitment legislation is the latest move in a
tranche of legislation to demonstrate the government’s
determination to tackle the problem head-on and
follows the introduction of the Victorian Responsible
Gambling Foundation and the legislation to remove
ATMs from gaming venues. The bill is supported, and I
hope members in the chamber will support the quick
passage of the legislation today.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) —
Before I start I would like to say that it is difficult when
you are told a particular bill is coming on but the
government is too disorganised to bring on the correct
bill.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ondarchie) —
Order! Ms Hartland, on the bill.
Ms HARTLAND — I would like to finish by
saying that it would be handy if it was a bit helpful.
Hon. R. A. Dalla-Riva — Two follows 1.
Ms HARTLAND — Thank you, Mr Dalla-Riva; I
can actually count.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ondarchie) —
Order! Through the Chair.
Ms HARTLAND — The Greens will oppose the
bill because it is completely useless. There is no basis,
there is no evidence, that a non-binding, partial
precommitment system on pokies will be effective in
reducing losses amongst problem gamblers. The
Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission
(VCEC) report on the social and economic costs of
problem gambling in Victoria titled Counting the
Cost — Inquiry into the Costs of Problem Gambling
released in October 2012 found that gambling addiction
costs our state between $1.5 billion and $2.8 billion
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each year. Victoria is suffering from a public health
crisis due to problem gambling. Financial strain, job
losses, divorce and separation, crime, depression and
suicide are some of the key impacts of problem
gambling on families and on people’s lives. I am not
sure that this government is particularly concerned
about any of those issues. Some 75 per cent to 85 per
cent of problem gambling is caused by pokies, thus any
solution to problem gambling must focus on these
addictive machines.
In response to a recent VCEC finding, instead of
implementing an evidence-based solution such as
$1 bet limits on pokies, the coalition government has
chosen to proceed with an approach which evidence
from five trials across Australia indicates does not and
will not help problem gamblers. It is startling to realise
that the coalition government’s only response to the
revelation that problem gambling costs up to
$2.8 billion for Victorian families was to announce that
a non-binding, partial precommitment program would
include an independent evaluator to analyse the
outcome. In my mind, that is pathetic. Non-binding,
partial precommitment is critical tokenism at its worst.
The government has been very calculating. It has put
forward this bill in an effort to appear to be doing
something to address problem gambling, when it knows
very well that it will have no effect at all. By doing this
it is providing itself with a rationale to delay for years
effective action on problem gambling. First, it will be
waiting for the scheme to take effect in December
2015, and then it will be waiting for the scheme to build
up the evidence base for reporting to be completed.
This should provide a basis for another year or two of
delay.
The next thing we know we will find ourselves in 2018
with problem gambling continuing to spiral out of
control and no effective action plan in place or under
way. We need urgent action to limit the harm that pokie
machines cause, and I am appalled by the government’s
presenting non-binding precommitment as a solution.
The bill is rubbish, and it belongs on the scrapheap. I
hope my language is fairly clear and that people know
that I do not think this is a bill of any value.
The Australian Productivity Commission inquiry into
gambling found the $1 bet limit is an evidence-based
solution. It found this would have negligible impact on
the experience of recreational gamblers, while
effectively targeting problem gamblers and limiting
their losses, and it recommended implementation of a
$1 bet limit without delay. This report was published in
2010, and yet there has been no action from the
government.

Thursday, 6 February 2014

In its report the Productivity Commission
recommended implementing a full precommitment
system, meaning a mandatory precommitment system
operating on all pokie machines, by 2016. It suggested
the system should start with a trial and include
monitoring systems to ensure that the design and
overall program would be effective. Such a full
precommitment system would allow gamblers to set a
betting limit of their choosing but ensure that once they
reached their limit they could no longer play. The
Productivity Commission found this to be consistent
with consumer sovereignty and personal responsibility,
aspects that the coalition and the gambling industry are
quite concerned about, since each gambler has a choice
about their own appropriate limits, including the choice
to have no limit.
The Productivity Commission outlined that in
advance — and I emphasise, in advance — of the
implementation of a full precommitment system, a
partial precommitment system should be established.
Such a non-binding, partial program was only ever
considered as a stepping stone and a trial for the full
system, yet this coalition government has latched onto
this idea of a non-binding program and made no
commitment to take it to the next step. It is unfortunate
and renders the whole initiative virtually useless. It is
useless because a player can choose whether or not they
register for non-binding, partial precommitment at all.
Even if they register and set a limit, they can choose not
to enter their card when playing. If they enter their card,
they can remove it when they reach their set limit or not
remove it; either way there is nothing to stop them
simply continuing to play on.
Higher risk gamblers are often categorised as having
impaired control, chronically spending beyond desired
play limits with significant negative consequences.
Research suggests that any successful precommitment
system must be implemented in a way that problem
gamblers cannot circumvent their self-imposed limits.
As these people are the least likely to adopt
precommitment technologies and the most likely to find
ways around limitations, this non-binding, partial
program provides an absolute multitude of means for a
problem gambler to avoid setting or complying with
any limit on their addiction. It does nothing to ensure
control on spending when a gambling addict cannot do
this for themselves, and it does nothing to minimise the
harm of gambling.
The only disincentive to continue to gamble after the
precommitment limit has been reached is that the
gambler will fail to accrue loyalty points to their club
for playing. However, research by the South Australian
government into a partial precommitment trial found
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that this incentive would be counterproductive, as it
would result in behaviour to avoid the consequences of
failing to accrue more loyalty points. For example, it
could lead to gamblers removing limits or setting them
higher, because to avoid limiting their loyalty point
accrual they must never limit their spending. As I have
said, this measure is useless in helping problem
gamblers.
But do not take my word for it. If common sense does
not tell you that this scheme is rubbish and a waste of
money, then let us look at the trials of partial
precommitment in other states, as outlined in the
Productivity Commission’s report. They also show just
how useless non-binding, partial precommitment can
be. The 2009 trial of non-binding, partial
precommitment in South Australia was set up on
loyalty cards, as is proposed in Victoria. It found that
the sign-up rate to the precommitment trial was very
slow. As little as 0.7 per cent — less than 1 per cent —
of gamblers signed up. Of the limited number of people
who participated, there were some who appeared to
reduce spending, but it is unclear if this is because they
simply failed to insert their card to register their
spending or were gambling elsewhere at venues not
involved in the trial during that time.
Queensland also trialled non-binding, partial
precommitment in 2005 and again in 2009. The system
was set up on cashless gaming cards. The trial
evaluation found low general take-up of the cashless
gaming cards. It also found that of the people who
signed up, about 85 per cent did not actually set betting
limits. Despite patchy results, the Queensland
government rolled out this system to 32 venues across
the state. Analysis of this rollout showed that of the
very small number of people who signed up for
non-binding, partial precommitment, only a fraction
actually set a betting limit. In fact it was 8.6 per cent in
2009. Another Queensland trial produced similarly
poor results: just 5 per cent of gamblers signed up to
cashless gambling and of those about 28 per cent set
betting limits. This means that just 1.4 per cent of
gamblers participated in the precommitment programs
in the venues involved.
While there have been some positive results from the
very few people who participated in these trials in terms
of reduced expenditure, those gamblers could have
opted to use cash-based gambling outside of the
program, so it is unclear whether they actually reduced
their spending. The results of these trials were also
achieved in circumstances where the venues were
strong advocates for the schemes; some even provided
incentives for gamblers to join and stay in the program.
Imagine how poor the take-up and results will be in

145

venues that are indifferent to it, let alone unsupportive
of it, in Victoria.
Further research examining the Queensland trials also
found that non-problem gamblers and low-risk
gamblers were already more likely to set limits before
they play, and stick to them, while problem gamblers
were the group least likely to endorse any form of
precommitment or limit setting prior to play. They
found that problem gamblers fail to consider limit
setting not because they are in need of education or the
opportunity to do so but because their primary
consideration is to continue gambling irrespective of
the consequences.
The approximately 1 per cent of pokie gamblers who
might take up the non-binding partial precommitment
program in Victoria are unlikely to be those in need of
support to help limit their spending. Even if they were,
a 1 per cent take-up rate is still incredibly small.
According to the Productivity Commission, 15 per cent
of weekly pokie gamblers are problem gamblers and a
further 15 per cent are at moderate risk of becoming
problem gamblers. The 1 per cent take-up of these
programs will do little to help the 15 per cent of pokies
players whose spending is out of control or the pokies
players at low or medium risk of gambling problems.
According to the recently released Victorian
Competition and Efficiency Commission inquiry into
the social costs of gambling, approximately 70 per cent
of the losses of pokie players in Victoria come from
people on a spectrum of at-risk gamblers while 35 per
cent of losses are from problem gamblers. A small
take-up of this program will do little to put a dent in
these losses.
The coalition government has chosen to operate a
system of venue loyalty cards. While this may have
small benefits in helping to reduce the stigma of joining
the system, the perverse incentive of encouraging
people to get and use loyalty cards is likely to outweigh
any stigma-reducing benefit. Loyalty cards will be
established to encourage people to gamble and earn
points as well as keep them gambling at a particular
venue. Loyalty cards create a greater incentive to
gamble. To put a program aimed at reducing gambling
by those with use-control issues on the same card as a
loyalty program that aims to incentivise additional
gambling is a perversion of the so-called intention and
further undermines the initiative.
All of these aspects — a very low take-up rate, the
ineffective targeting of problem gamblers, the ways that
gamblers can avoid keeping to their precommitment
and the perverse incentive of operating the program on
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venue loyalty cards — indicate just how ineffective
non-binding partial precommitment will be as a harm
minimisation in Victoria. The Greens will not support
such a program as it is a diversion and a tactic to delay
the implementation of evidence-based harm
minimisation solutions.
Regarding a non-binding partial precommitment
scheme, the Productivity Commission said a partial
precommitment was akin to giving Ulysses a knife to
cut his binds when the sirens called. I believe this is a
fitting analogy. The only benefit to introducing this
non-binding partial scheme is that electronic gaming
machines fitted with this technology could easily and at
very low cost be upgraded to implement a full
precommitment scheme.
I know the government is not very concerned about
problem gamblers. That is why it has brought forth this
legislation, which will have absolutely no impact on
that sector. I do not understand why the government is
not willing to assist people who have serious problems.
We are talking about a group of people whose lives are
being destroyed by pokie machines, yet the government
is not prepared to do anything to assist them. We are
not talking about the 88 per cent of recreational
gamblers who go in for a bit of fun, have lunch, meet
other people and do all of those kinds of things. We are
talking about problem gamblers, who the government
has completely ignored with this legislation.
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — I
propose to make a brief contribution on the Gambling
Regulation Amendment (Pre-commitment) Bill 2013.
The opposition is not opposing this bill; in fact it was
part of a strategy that the previous Labor government
proposed some years ago to deal with problem poker
machine gambling. Unfortunately, for some within our
community, gambling will always be a problem,
notwithstanding government mechanisms or strategies
to minimise unsustainable losses by people who can
least afford to gamble in the first place.
Australia has always had a love of the flutter. It is in our
national psyche, and nothing will erase it. However,
problem gambling is another matter. The bill amends
the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 to enable a
precommitment scheme to be implemented on gaming
machines. It is proposed to be commenced on
1 December 2015 under the guidance of the Minister
for Liquor and Gaming Regulation. The scheme will be
overseen by the Victorian Commission for Gambling
and Liquor Regulation, a body that will have the power
to determine and regulate technical specifications and
standards for the precommitment system and the
equipment that venues will require. The commission
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will also be required to approve the system and the
related equipment.
In the past in my electorate sporting clubs and RSLs
have had a very strong reliance on the proceeds of
poker machine gambling. We have seen some clubs go
bankrupt because of their inability to manage or
understand that their golden goose has been killed on
the altar of the culture of luck. Everyone knows that
poker machines are programmed to make money for
the venues and not for the punter. At the end of the day
it will be the gambler who determines the financial
viability of a pokies venue.
In the past Labor has tried to implement strategies to
lessen the effects of problem gambling, with the
installation of clocks on all machines to remind
gamblers of the time they are spending on them. A
$400 withdrawal limit within a 24-hour period from
ATMs located within venues was established. Then
ATMs were removed from venues altogether to make it
harder for people to access their savings and to provide
them with a cooling-down period. The saddest thing of
course is the elderly pensioners who regularly put all
their money into poker machines in the vain hope of
winning a jackpot — a jackpot that rises and grows
every day but rarely arrives. This bill introduces a
voluntary mechanism for gamblers who will be able to
limit or stipulate their time or their expenditure on
poker machines and it is a step in the right direction.
Mrs COOTE (Southern Metropolitan) — It gives
me a great deal of pleasure to speak today on the
Gambling Regulation (Pre-commitment) Bill 2013. At
the outset I must say that once again in her contribution
Ms Hartland went to all the areas that are predicted to
come from the Greens; she does it all the time. The
reality is that she puts on this performance and we hear
the bleeding heart approach instead of having her look
at the pragmatics of the bill and all of us working
together. In this very chamber we have had cooperation
on gambling and it is a great pity that the Greens cannot
understand that this bill is another very important step
in making certain that in this state we have responsible
gambling.
As Mr Elasmar said, gambling has been a big part of
Australian culture. This is something that Ms Hartland
completely avoids. She does not seem to even
recognise it. In his poem The Man from Ironbark,
Banjo Paterson referred to the barber, who clearly
doubled as an under-the-counter bookie. He wrote:
He laid the odds and kept a ‘tote’, whatever that may be.

We can see from that that gambling is entrenched in our
culture. Many people engage in gambling in all sorts of
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forms. It can be a punt on the Melbourne Cup, a
scratchie ticket from the local newsagent, the Lotto
syndicate ticket in the workplace where the whole
office waits in breathless anticipation for the chance to
retire to the Bahamas, or playing the pokies at the local
club or at Crown. For most gamblers it is just an
occasional flutter, but there are those who have a real
challenge when it comes to responsible gaming. These
problem gamblers have an addiction, and we have to
balance gambling as a form of lawful entertainment
with helping people who have a very real problem. This
bill is another step in achieving that balance.
It also follows other steps the government has taken on
helping problem gamblers, such as banning cash
machines in gaming venues, which was achieved
cooperatively in this chamber. Members will recall that
we passed that legislation in 2012 with the support of
all parties. This is no doubt a significant factor in the
7 per cent decrease in electronic gaming machine
spending in the past financial year, and we all welcome
that statistic. I had hoped that we would have had
cooperation in passing this bill, which, as I said, is
another very important step to achieving the necessary
balance between lawful entertainment and responsible
gambling for people who have an addiction. It is very
important to understand that Victoria is leading the way
on precommitment. This bill introduces the first
precommitment system in Australia.
Extensive public consultation was undertaken on this
bill, which delivers on the promise made by the
coalition government when it came to power at the
2010 election. The first step in considering the bill was
the release in 2011 of a discussion paper for industry
and public consultation and comment. An enormous
number of submissions were received from a diverse
range of organisations and people with different
interests, including Clubs Victoria, Crown, a number of
municipalities, the Salvation Army and the Victorian
Inter-Church Gambling Taskforce. The outcome of the
discussion and analysis was that a card-based network
would be the most effective one.
On the issue of voluntary versus mandatory, over the
past 15 years, the internet has provided many new
opportunities for people and business, but it has also
presented new challenges for government regulation.
We have heard in this chamber many times stories
about scams, including the use of very fast electronic
responses to gambling. In fact recently at the Australian
Open Tennis Championships there was a horrendous
courtside process by which people were betting
internationally, using the time differential. It was
quickly clamped down upon. That loophole was
challenged and changes were made as quickly as
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possible. On the internet people are able to gamble on
sports, online poker and election outcomes, without
ever needing to go to a casino. There are reputable
online gaming businesses which also operate physically
in Australia and are regulated by the government, but
they compete with less reputable offshore online
casinos. I want to differentiate between them; I am not
painting them all with the same brush.
All that online gamblers need is a smartphone and an
online bank account or a credit card. This may seem to
be unrelated to this bill, but I raise these examples for
one important reason — that is, if gamblers reject the
steps we take in introducing precommitment
technology, they will turn to other, less regulated forms
of gambling. Precommitment needs to be voluntary for
players and the limits need to be voluntarily set by the
players.
Another issue is whether problem gamblers will use a
voluntary system. Most gamblers already set
themselves limits when they choose to gamble.
Problem gamblers also often set themselves limits.
However, they, like any addict, can have great
difficulty in sticking to those limits once they begin to
play. Voluntary precommitment is an important tool for
problem gamblers, which they can use to keep track of
how long they have been playing or their losses while
playing. Basically, it is a means of helping problem
gamblers to take control of their own lives and monitor
their own predetermination.
In the time I have left, I will speak briefly about the
Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation. It is
worthwhile mentioning the very important work carried
out by the foundation. This government has provided
$150 million over four years for the foundation, which
has published The Responsible Gambling Guide. It is a
very useful booklet. I encourage members to log onto
the website, read the material and recommend it to any
people in their electorates who they suspect may have
an issue with gambling. The booklet sets out the
following 10 tips for responsible gambling:
1.

Think of gambling as entertainment, not a way to make
money.

2.

Only gamble with money you can afford to lose.

3.

Set a spending limit in advance.

4.

Set a time limit in advance.

5.

Take a break.

6.

Don’t gamble when you’re depressed or upset.

7.

Balance gambling with other activities.
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8.

Never chase your losses.

9.

Don’t take your ATM card with you.

10. Don’t drink or use drugs when gambling.

These are very sensible ideas. They provide a check for
people who have a problem with gambling and are a
very useful tool for those who want to have a guide.
The voluntary precommitment system established by
this bill will allow gamblers to set limits both in time
and in money, which are the tips for responsible
gambling 3 and 4.
In conclusion, this bill will establish the first
precommitment system in Australia, ensuring that
Victoria continues to lead the way in helping problem
gamblers take control of their lives, creates a tool that
allows gamblers to set themselves limits and to stick to
those limits, and it continues to reform gaming in
Victoria following on from the important reforms such
as banning cash machines in gaming venues and the
record $150 million funding for the Victorian
Responsible Gambling Foundation. I commend the bill
to the house.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — Given it is
but 1 minute until question time, I will start my
contribution but perhaps not conclude my comments on
the Gambling Regulation Amendment
(Pre-commitment) Bill 2013. I also note the
government’s spectacular inability on this occasion to
manage its own affairs. We were told this bill was to be
debated next week and then that it was to be debated
this afternoon. The planning matter we believed we
would be debating was postponed because Mr Guy was
at Liberal Party headquarters on other business, so here
we are having this discussion on this legislation at very
short notice. This bill provides for a statewide
precommitment scheme for pokies to be ruled out by
2015–16. Precommitment technology enables people
who like to play on electronic gaming machines to set
limits on the amount of money they spend on gambling
and to track their wins and losses.
The current monitoring licensee, Intralot Gaming
Services, has been chosen by the government to
provide the precommitment scheme through its existing
monitoring equipment, and the associated costs of this
new technology will be passed on to the operators of
the electronic gaming machine licences that are
awarded to the many clubs and pubs across Victoria. I
will conclude my remarks after question time.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
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Hospital performance
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is for the Minister for Health. Yesterday in
the debate on the no-confidence motion moved in the
chamber I continually referred to the bed numbers that
have been reported by the Australian Institute of Health
and Welfare, which I believe was the minister’s
preferred source of information on bed numbers in the
state of Victoria. But last week, in its report on
government services, the Productivity Commission
published a different number for the number of beds
that were operating in the first year of the minister’s
government in 2011–12. It published a figure of
13 370 beds. Can the minister now inform the house
about which is his preferred source of information on
bed numbers in the state of Victoria?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — The
member well knows that bed numbers are increasing in
Victoria. The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
is the preferred source. There are many definitions of
beds, as the member well knows, and I can say that bed
numbers have increased. It was the member’s
government that stripped out 1000 beds over its
11 years in government; it was his government that
could not quite manage beds at all.
There is some very interesting correspondence that I am
happy to read as an example of the previous
government’s approach, and it gives some useful
context. On 9 February 2005 Bill Forwood, a former
member for Templestowe Province, received a letter
from Mr Lenders which contained a set of notes about
the previous government’s views on bed numbers. I
think it is important to put this in context. The notes
say:
The Department of Human Services does not specify
available beds as an output measure for any of these … output
groups. The output measures are set … in the budget …

It goes on to talk about weighted inlier equivalent
separations, bed days and aged-care units. The notes, a
letter from the then Minister for Health, Bronwyn Pike,
came to this chamber in response to a budget question
and further state:
National health data reporting authorities such as the …
institute of health and welfare have acknowledged for some
years that undifferentiated counts of available beds are of
increasingly limited value for most service planning purposes.
Hospitals provide an increasingly wide range of services
requiring different types of beds or equivalent modes of
delivering care The number of beds required to meet each
activity target will depend on a number of day-to-day factors
including:
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short-term fluctuations in the demand for the various
specialised services;

Minister Pike said that in a letter conveyed by
Mr Lenders to this chamber. It continues:
the degree of interchangeability of the beds and wards
used for each specialised service; and
within each specialty, the extent to which the demand
requires the use of intensive care units, non-intensive
care overnight wards of the ‘traditional’ type, same day
procedure beds, and off-campus arrangements such as
‘medi-hotel’ and ‘hospital-in-the-home’ services.
As the numbers and types of beds required to meet the output
commitments must be managed to accommodate day-to-day
demand, it is not possible to specify … numbers and types of
beds that will be provided in future periods.

That is what Minister Pike said in a letter Mr Lenders
conveyed to this chamber in response to a question that
I got Bill Forwood to ask of Mr Lenders during the
committee stage on the budget in that particular year.
What that shows is that the members opposite, when
they were in government, cut bed numbers and they did
not have a clear definition. We just stick with the
national definition, although when they counted the
subacute beds — 326 beds — they counted
hospital-in-the-home services in those beds.
That is what the Leader of the Opposition and member
for Mulgrave in the Assembly, Daniel Andrews, did
when he was Minister for Health. That is not in the
institute of health and welfare tally, but Daniel
Andrews counted those beds. Mr Jennings has no idea
about bed numbers; he has no concept. The Australian
Nursing and Midwifery Federation, with its shonky
survey — and let us be clear about the Australian
Nursing and Midwifery Federation — is a
Labor-affiliated union, joined at the hip with the
Victorian Trades Hall Council.
Mr Jennings — On a point of order, President, you
will have noticed that I have given the minister licence
for 4 minutes to discuss his reliance on the report of the
Productivity Commission, and he has taken the
4 minutes as an opportunity to debate the matter rather
than address the question of whether he has confidence
in the Productivity Commission report, which was the
point of my question.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I agree that the context
seemed to go for a considerable part of the answer
period. I trust that with 10 seconds to go the minister
might address the question.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Bed numbers are increasing
in Victoria. The Australian Institute of Health and
Welfare is the key national facility that deals with these
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matters. The numbers have increased over the period of
this government.
Supplementary question
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
invited the minister to comment on the Productivity
Commission report which, interestingly enough,
reported a higher number of beds available to Victorian
hospitals than the report by the Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare, which the minister is dismissing.
One thing that is consistent and that I would invite the
minister to comment on is that the Australian Institute
of Health and Welfare says that the number of beds
under this government’s first budget went down by
36 beds, and the Productivity Commission’s report said
it went down by 38 beds. Will the minister rely on
either of these sources now or in the future?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — The
member is quite wrong. The Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare indicates the number of beds
increased by 180 in the first 18 months of this
government, despite the target being only 100 beds.
The member is completely and utterly wrong. Around
the state beds are being built and capacity is being built.
At Bendigo there is a massive new hospital — bigger
than the opposition’s proposed version, and it is the
same at Box Hill. At Maroondah Hospital, Frankston
Hospital, Northern Hospital, Ballarat hospital and
Bendigo Hospital we are building enormous
capacity — beds and otherwise — for the future.
The story of the previous government is that of cutting
more than 1000 beds over its tawdry 11 years in
government. We heard what former Minister for
Health, Bronwyn Pike, thought. That was conveyed to
the chamber by Mr Lenders who talked about how a
‘bed’ was defined and why some would not work and
why we could not have any details. We have attended
to the details and we are building for the future. The
Labor Party did not.

Cemeteries
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
question without notice is directed to the Honourable
David Davis, Minister for Health. Will the minister
inform the house of any risks that Victorian cemeteries
may face in terms of charges and costs?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I thank
the member for her question. She well understands the
importance of cemeteries and reasonably priced
interments for Victorians. Access to cemeteries is an
important step that everyone will ultimately need to
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take unless they are cremated. It is important that GST
is not applied to cemeteries or burials. The Australian
Taxation Office has made an erroneous ruling that does
not — —
Mr Lenders — The tax office makes erroneous
rulings, says the politician!
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — In this case I believe it has,
and we will certainly — —
Mr Lenders interjected.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Mr Lenders is clearly in
favour of a GST on burials. I am not in favour of a GST
on burials, and the state will be seeking to have this
looked at afresh.
Mr Lenders interjected.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — That is exactly right. I am
indicating that I think it has erred in law. The GST
arrangements basically seek to ensure — —
Mr Jennings — Is that a legal opinion?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Yes it is, Mr Jennings. There
is a legal view that argues that the tax office has erred.
Mr Jennings — On a point of order, President, as
you well know, but the minister has currently forgotten,
ministers are not invited to canvass legal opinion. That
is a well-recognised precedent in the chamber. It is
often relied upon by ministers as the reason they should
not answer a question.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — On the point of order,
President, there is relevance in informing the
community of the fact that the government will seek to
have that ruling overturned.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I thank Mr Jennings
for the point of order. The situation with regard to our
standing orders is that the questions should not ask for
an expression of opinion or legal opinion or for that
matter a statement or announcement of the
government’s policy. A question in this place cannot
seek to get a legal opinion, which partly recognises the
fact that legal opinions can be complex, and to be
conveyed by a minister during question time is
probably not doing justice to the opinion.
In terms of the question raised by Mrs Kronberg and
the minister’s response, I am a little surprised at the
opposition’s position on this matter by way of
interjections and so forth, because clearly it is an issue
that will concern many Victorians. It is quite within the
minister’s rights to provide information, because the
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Victorian government is responsible for cemeteries, and
therefore this ruling by a federal agency has
implications for an area of Victorian government
administration. In that sense the minister is providing
very important information to the house. His advice that
the matter will be pursued on appeal and that he has
some legal advice that would support that appeal is
relevant to his position, and he is entitled to venture that
information to the house.
Mr Jennings — On a further point of order,
President, indeed I share your view that this is a matter
of interest to the Victorian community, and I welcome
the minister’s contribution on the subject matter, but
my substantive point is whether this is setting a
precedent in relation to ministers in this chamber who
volunteer legal opinion in their answers. Clearly this
was a question that the minister had some warning
of — it was not a spontaneous question — so while the
question may not literally have sought an opinion, the
minister knew full well he would be relying upon a
legal opinion in his answer. That is the scope I am
concerned about in terms of whether this sets a
precedent for other questions, which can come from
anywhere in the chamber, which may require the
minister to respond in such a way.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — On the point of order,
President, it is clearly open to government ministers to
indicate that a decision of a body like the Australian
Taxation Office is being appealed. It is clearly within
the scope of ministers — —
Mr Lenders — That’s not what you said.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I did say that, actually.
Mr Lenders — You said it was wrong.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I do think it is wrong too. It
is clearly within the scope of ministers to indicate that
they have sought legal views and information and have
access to that information. I cannot see that that is not in
the public interest.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Again I draw the
attention of the house to the fact that the standing orders
in effect ask members to refrain from asking questions
about legal opinions, but they are silent in terms of
what a minister might venture as part of his or her
answer on legal advice that might have been received
on a matter that has been raised by way of a question in
this place.
As members would know, I am not in a position to
direct ministers how to respond. I certainly do not see
that there is an impediment as such to a minister
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providing advice to the house that they have a legal
opinion that might support a particular government
policy initiative or indeed, as in this case, an appeal
against a federal agency decision. I do not see that there
is a problem there.
It is another one of those areas where ministers need to
be careful in terms of the information that they provide
from a precedent point of view, because having
ventured that sort of information on one occasion, then
it may well be that they find themselves subject to a
requirement by the house to provide similar disclosure
on other matters.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — What I would say here is
that it is a longstanding principle that burials will not be
taxed. We think that is an important principle. We
believe that people who are at a vulnerable point
deserve to be able to arrange a burial at a reasonable
cost if that is what they seek. Some people will seek
more elaborate arrangements — monuments and so
forth — and quite legitimately, but it seems to me it is
an important principle that the basic burial itself should
not be taxed by a GST being put on top.
I am prepared to indicate to the chamber that I have
sought advice around this matter from a number of
sources, including many in the sector. The government
believes the issues of cost recovery, which is the way
the charges work with our class A cemetery trusts, and
the regulatory role the government is playing with
burials mean that these matters ought not be changed. I
point people who might be interested — and this is not
a legal opinion — to the intergovernmental agreement.
There might be some useful principles there that people
might wish to pursue.
We will seek to appeal this matter. We will in fact
indicate that we do not believe burials should have a
GST attached to them. I think this is something that
would be shared across the broader Victorian
community as well. It is important that costs at a time
of burial are minimised so that people at vulnerable
points do not have additional financial stress when that
perhaps could be avoided. We will pursue it, and we
will vigorously advocate for the state and those in the
state who would seek to have a fair arrangement for
burial.

Health practitioners
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is for the Minister for Health. Another
feature of the Productivity Commission’s report on
government services released last week is that it
indicated in relation to health that in the first full year of
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administration under the first budget introduced by the
government there were fewer full-time equivalent
medical practitioners employed per head of population,
as indeed there were fewer nurses per head of
population, than in the previous year when the coalition
came to office. Is it the minister’s intention to
acknowledge that as a fact produced by the Productivity
Commission, and if it is a fact, is it the minister’s
intention to increase the number of medical
practitioners and nurses employed, or does he intend to
allow this decline to continue?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I think
the member may have got a little confused there. What
I would indicate to him is that the number of medical
practitioners, nurses and allied health professionals has
increased under this government. Mr Jennings is simply
wrong to argue that the aggregate number has not
increased. It has increased substantially.
I could quote the number of medical interns as perhaps
one example. There are now more than 750 medical
interns working through our system, and there has been
a significant surge in funding by the state government.
The number of medical interns is now at a peak. Last
year in the state budget there was a $238 million
package over four years — a massive increase in
funding — for training of doctors, nurses and allied
health professionals inside our hospitals. I can indicate
with regard to the radiation professional groups that we
have also increased the numbers there. There is actually
no area of the medical and health workforce in our
public hospital system where the numbers have not
increased significantly under this government.
Supplementary question
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) — It
seems by implication that the minister is saying that not
only is the tax office acting erroneously but the
Productivity Commission is acting erroneously by
analysing either bed numbers or staffing profiles per
head of population — which is the basis of my
question — which indicates that the numbers are
declining. Is the minister saying that is erroneous
because in fact all you should look at is the absolute
number, not the growth per head of population?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — The
key thing here is that the number of staff in our
hospitals has increased: doctors, nurses, allied health
professionals and radiation support professionals — a
whole raft of different medical and health professional
groups. The numbers have increased in our hospitals,
and that is what the community wants to see.
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The surge in money that was put in place last year —
the $238 million — was the largest expenditure on
training by the state and a very significant increase on
the spending under the former government of which
Mr Jennings was a member. The fact is it had a lapsing
program that fell to zero. There would have been no
support if we had not put in this massive surge of
money, $238 million over four years, to put us in a
much better position, with more doctors, more nurses,
more allied health professionals, more radiation
physicists and other health providers as well in our
public hospital system.

Automotive industry
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — My question
without notice is directed to the Assistant Treasurer,
and I ask: will he advise the house of how the coalition
government is using procurement to support the
Australian vehicle manufacturing industry?
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I thank Mr Finn for his question and for
his continuing interest in the Australian car industry.
The coalition government recognises that supporting
and working with the Australian car industry is
important. We recognise that while companies like
Toyota, Ford and Holden continue to manufacture in
Australia there is a role for the Victorian government to
continue to work with them at purchasing their
vehicles.
VicFleet has around 8000 cars under its stewardship
across the government sector. The Victorian
government already supports the Australian car
industry through mandating the purchase of vehicles
manufactured in Australia for the government fleet. As
a consequence of that mandate, around 98 per cent of
passenger vehicles in the Victorian government car
fleet are manufactured in Australia. Indeed earlier this
year the Victorian government extended that mandate
from central government departments to outer agencies,
in recognition that extending that mandate and that
purchasing base would help car manufacturing to
continue in Victoria for as long as possible. As a
consequence we have seen a number of outer agencies
brought under that mandate and subject to the
requirement to buy Australian manufactured vehicles.
This is in stark contrast to those opposite, because we
have seen the Leader of the Opposition call for a
boycott on the purchase by government of vehicles
manufactured by Holden and vehicles manufactured by
Ford. This is not something the government supports.
The Victorian government will continue to purchase
Australian manufactured Holdens and Australian
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manufactured Fords as long as those vehicles are
manufactured in this country because it recognises the
role it has in continuing to support the manufacturing
workers in those companies.
Today I am pleased to announce a further level of
support from the Victorian government for the
Australian car industry through the government’s
purchasing policies. I am pleased to announce that with
immediate effect the Victorian government will
introduce a new additional mandate for the Australian
car industry which will provide that where a
fit-for-purpose Australian manufactured light
commercial vehicle is not available, preference will
now be given to imported vehicles which are imported
by Australian car manufacturers ahead of vehicles
which are imported by companies not manufacturing in
Australia. This will mean that vehicles such as the
Toyota HiLux, imported by Toyota Australia, will have
preference over vehicles such as the Nissan Navara, and
vehicles such as the Holden Colorado, imported by
Holden Australia, will have preference over vehicles
such as the Mitsubishi Pajero.
We recognise that we have a role to play in continuing
to work with companies that continue to manufacture in
Australia, and this provides a further opportunity for the
Victorian government to work more broadly with those
companies and support those companies while they
continue to manufacture in the Australian marketplace.
Last year the Victorian government, through the
Minister for Manufacturing, with the South Australian
government convened the motor vehicle industry round
table, bringing together industry representatives, supply
chain representatives and union representatives. On this
occasion I would particularly like to acknowledge Dave
Smith from the Australian Manufacturing Workers
Union, whose initiative was to introduce this mandate
extended to the import of vehicles by Australian
manufacturers in preference to vehicles imported by
non-manufacturers. The Victorian government is
delighted to embrace this proposal. We see this as an
important opportunity to show our continued support
for the Australian car industry and to provide further
opportunities for those manufacturers who are
manufacturing in Australia. This government is
committed to building a better Victoria and in doing so
continuing to support the Australian car manufacturing
industry.

SPC Ardmona
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Assistant Treasurer, Mr Rich-Phillips,
as the minister responsible for procurement. Given his
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statement about commitments to supporting
manufacturing in the car industry, will the minister
today give a similar commitment to change to a
procurement policy that requires all government
departments and agencies to purchase fruit and
vegetables from the SPC Ardmona cannery in
Shepparton to assist this industry in its difficult time?
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create opportunities for local procurement. The
government is a strong supporter of local procurement
and a strong supporter of removing barriers to entry for
local suppliers. I can inform Mr Lenders that this work
in procurement policy has already been put in place
through the Victorian Government Purchasing Board.

City of Greater Geelong planning
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I thank Mr Lenders for his question. I say
to Mr Lenders that this government is committed to
working with SPC Ardmona to support the continued
operation of that company in Victoria. Last week we
saw the Premier in Shepparton indicating the
government’s support for the continued operation of
SPC Ardmona in Shepparton and the continued
operation of the fruit canning industry in the Goulburn
Valley. As Mr Lenders would appreciate, the purchase
of fruit by the Victorian government is not an
undertaking on the scale of the purchase of motor
vehicles by the Victorian government, but it is certainly
the case that the Victorian government will work to
support SPC Ardmona and its continued operation in
the Goulburn Valley.
Supplementary question
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — The
minister has announced in question time today that he is
prepared to change procurement policy to direct
Victorian government agencies to purchase vehicles
made in Australia. We can outline the amount of fruit
purchased by the Victorian government; we can do that.
The in-principle position is that he was prepared to
announce support for an industry by changing
procurement policy today, but he has not said he will
offer the same support to change procurement policy to
purchase fruit and vegetables from SPC. My
supplementary question to him is: why not?
The PRESIDENT — Order! I have a bit of a
problem with this supplementary question in the sense
that I am not sure the government is entitled to make a
change to procurement policy that specifies one
particular supplier. I have a real concern about it in that
context, apart from anything else. The minister might
take that into account in any response that he ventures
to this question.
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I thank Mr Lenders for his supplementary
question. I am pleased to tell Mr Lenders that as part of
implementing the new procurement framework through
the Victorian Government Purchasing Board the
government has given the Victorian Government
Purchasing Board a new charter letter requiring it to

Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — My question
without notice is to the Minister for Planning, the
Honourable Matthew Guy. Can the minister inform the
house what action the government has taken to bring
forward new residential land supply for the greater
Geelong area?
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — I thank
Mr Koch for a very important question for our
second-largest city and Australia’s 12th-largest city,
greater Geelong. I have much pleasure in informing the
chamber today that I have approved the Lara West
precinct structure plan, which will be the start of a
second new growth front for Geelong and which will
eventually be home to some 10 000 new residents. This
growth front for the north of Geelong is incredibly
important for the local economy, and it will once and
for all set Geelong up for two growth fronts, those
being the Armstrong Creek growth front to the south
and the new Lara growth corridor to the northern
suburbs. That is going to be a huge advantage and a
huge economic boost to Geelong’s economy and to
local jobs.
The new growth front will be in the Lara area. The
precinct will have 300 permanent jobs; a large
neighbourhood activity hub with 185 jobs brought
forward when that area is completed with retail;
$37 million of roads, community infrastructure and
sporting grounds; and provision for three schools in the
new area.
It will start to see the opening up of the northern
suburbs of Geelong to a new wave of housing growth,
and this is because Geelong is coming of age. I put on
record my thanks to the City of Greater Geelong and its
mayor, Darryn Lyons — a terrific mayor for
Geelong — who have been proactive in working with
the government to bring forward this precinct structure
plan to ensure that Geelong will progress to the next
stage of its incarnation as a major Australian city.
This government genuinely believes in regionalising
our state’s population. The days of focusing growth
only on Melbourne are over. This government has been
deliberate in pushing for new growth in regional
centres. That is why we have established a peri-urban
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unit in my department. That is why Plan Melbourne
focuses heavily on peri-urban and regional areas. We
want a hard urban growth boundary for Melbourne so
that we can focus growth on regional centres.
We are working with councils like Geelong to ensure
that land supply exists so that in places like Geelong we
keep affordability intact and provide not just a lifestyle
choice but, importantly, a price advantage over places
such as the west of Melbourne. Bringing Geelong to a
new level of growth takes pressure off the Armstrong
Creek area to the south, takes pressure off traffic
movements going north and south through that city and,
importantly, says that Geelong can progress with a
multifaceted approach to its growth in the future.
This government is building a better Victoria for all
Victoria — not just for Melbourne, not just for parts of
the suburbs, but for the entire state. Through our
regional growth plans we are looking for new ways to
ensure that regionalisation of our population is not a
buzzword but an actuality. That is what this new
precinct structure plan and its approval will do for
Geelong. It will ensure that Geelong will grow strongly
and distinctively in the future, and that is because this
coalition government is absolutely committed to
regionalisation as an actuality and not just as a
buzzword, as previous Labor governments have treated
it in the past.

Immunisation
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is to the Minister for Health. The minister
is presumably aware that the Labor Party in Victoria
recently committed to a policy setting that would
mandate a requirement that Victorian children have
up-to-date immunisation for their age to enable them to
be registered and attend child-care arrangements in
Victoria. Does the minister support this policy
intention, and does he have within the auspices of his
department the desire to implement this policy?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) —
Immunisation is an important step to protect children
and more broadly, and the government is committed to
a strong immunisation policy. I can indicate that this
has been discussed at the health minister level
nationally. We have had many discussions across
departments in Victoria, including the Minister for
Children and Early Childhood Development, the
Minister for Education and me, and the chief health
officer has been involved in those discussions.
Victoria has a high level of immunisation at childhood
level, and that has increased under this government. We
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are at around 93 per cent of children having the full
battery of immunisation, and that stands us in good
stead compared to any other jurisdiction in Australia. It
is important to note that a package of measures will
shortly be coming forward from the government that
will seek to lift that to an even higher level. The
government will make announcements about its
package and approach in a timely way that will see the
achievement of a higher level of immunisation
coverage in Victoria.
I note that the Labor Party does not seem to have
understood that immunisation does not finish at the age
of four and that, with the sequence of immunisation that
is required, repeated testing arrangements would need
to be put in place to ensure that the requirement the
Labor Party is seeking to put in place could be
monitored. It appears that it may not have fully
understood the monitoring challenges in that area.
However, the government will make some
announcements shortly about steps that can increase our
immunisation level from the highest in the country to
an even higher level.
Supplementary question
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My understanding of what the minister has just said is
that he indicated that the government will support
Labor’s initiative in this area at a time of the
government’s choosing. That is what I think I heard,
but I definitely heard the minister proceed to patronise
me about my not understanding the implications and
some of the challenges of monitoring children’s
immunisation levels. Can the minister now outline what
the challenges are that he will be addressing in his
policy footing?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — It
perhaps will not surprise the member that I will not
today reveal the policy announcements the government
will make in a short time, so he will have to wait
patiently for just a little while. I do not believe the
Labor Party has done the hard policy work to actually
deliver the outcomes that are required. The government
has done the hard policy work, and its policy will
deliver the outcomes that are required, which include
lifting the level of immunisation coverage in our
children in Victoria from 93 per cent to the highest in
the country. The government will support its own
package, which it believes is more carefully thought
through than Labor’s package.
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Victorian Commission for Gambling and
Liquor Regulation
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) — My
question is to Edward O’Donohue in his capacity as
Minister for Liquor and Gaming Regulation. Can the
minister update the house on the achievements of the
Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor
Regulation?
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — I thank Mr Elsbury for his
question and for his ongoing interest in the regulation
of the important liquor and gambling industries in
Victoria. The coalition opposition took to the last
election a clear reform agenda when it comes to liquor
and gaming regulation. We are well aware of the
creation of the Victorian Responsible Gambling
Foundation and a range of other initiatives this
government has implemented. Today I wish to talk
about the Victorian Commission for Gambling and
Liquor Regulation because today is the commission’s
second birthday. I wish all the staff at the commission a
happy birthday and congratulate them, two years into
the job, on two years well done.
Under Labor, gambling and liquor had separate
regulators. The coalition, believing in efficiency and
reducing red tape, brought those two important
industries together. Under the Labor model an inspector
for gambling could go to a gambling enterprise and
inspect the operations. They may have seen some
inappropriate behaviour from a liquor licensing
perspective, but they could do nothing about it. Under
our reforms we have brought those two regulatory
bodies together under the commission, which is doing a
great job. Inspectors can now inspect both liquor and
gaming, increasing efficiency. The more than
500 operators that have both electronic gaming
machines and a liquor licence now deal with the one
body, and we are seeing the benefits of that.
In the last two years, as a result of the work of the
commission, the time taken to determine applications
for new permanent liquor licences has been reduced by
25 per cent. That is good for small business, good for
Victoria and good for the vibrancy of Melbourne and
our regions. The commission has also undertaken a
range of innovations to improve access to information
by the general community.
The commission recently launched the geocoding map,
which provides the location and type on a map of every
liquor licence in Victoria, making it easier for the
community to understand the type and number of liquor
licences in their community. This has been particularly
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welcomed by local government as it gives it a central
repository of all the liquor licences in their
municipality.
I have previously advised the house of the deregulation
that the government plans to bring forward in relation
to under-age and mixed-age live music events. The
Minister for Planning, Mr Guy, the Minister for Youth
Affairs, Mr Smith, and I are working on a range of
initiatives to assist and support the live music industry.
As an interim step the commission has made some
reforms bringing forward the time taken to assess those
applications.
I congratulate the commission on its work and what it
has achieved in the last two years. I quote from the
message from the CEO, Jane Brockington, which she
sent to all staff:
I see a more mature and efficient regulator. We have taken
big strides towards an intelligence-led, risk-based compliance
approach and we are continuing to improve our services and
reduce the regulatory burden on our stakeholders through
improvements to our processes and systems.

I agree, and I congratulate the commission on what it
has achieved.

Gaming advertising
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question is for the Minister for Liquor and Gaming
Regulation. On this auspicious occasion of the happy
second birthday of the Victorian Commission for
Gambling and Liquor Regulation, perhaps it could give
Victoria’s children a birthday present. On my regular
travels on the Sandringham line I have noticed a lot of
ads on the insides of doors of trains and also above the
windows of trains. I have taken some photos of those
ads. One ad is headed ‘LMAO — Looks mighty
attractive odds’, and it sends you to a website,
ladbrokes.com.au. If you go to the website, you see it
gives you 28 sports that you can bet on. Why is this
advertising allowed on public transport, where children
travel daily?
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — This is an important issue. In
the context of the gambling space and the advertising
space, the Victorian government has invested
$150 million in the Victorian Responsible Gambling
Foundation, which has undertaken, and is undertaking,
a range of innovative strategies to bring to the attention
of the community the risks and potential risks of
gambling and excessive gambling. We have seen the
success of the 100 Day Challenge. We have seen the
success of the KidBet program. The government
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established the foundation — with a 41 per cent
increase in funding compared to the previous
government — with a mandate for world best practice
and to be a leader, to remove those responsibilities from
the Department of Justice and establish a separate
organisation with its own CEO and its own board. It is
doing a great job, as demonstrated by the 100 Day
Challenge and the KidBet program.
In relation to advertising by sports betting agencies, the
fact is constitutional considerations severely restrict
what state governments are able to do. This is an effort
which must be led by the commonwealth. The Prime
Minister has highlighted what many Australians already
believe — the advertising of betting and live odds as
part of sports coverage has reached a point which
makes many people uncomfortable, especially parents
whose children watch those events.
This government will continue to monitor
developments and press the federal government to take
appropriate action. The government is leading the way
through the Victorian Responsible Gambling
Foundation, with its $150 million investment over four
years. We want to bring to the community’s attention in
a contemporary way and an innovative way the risks
associated with gambling. I congratulate the foundation
on the work it is doing.
Supplementary question
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I do
not think that answer went to my question. The minister
talked about constitutional issues and the federal
government. However, this is Metro Trains; it is
regulated by the state government. Will the minister,
under the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 and through
his ministerial advisory committee, ensure that Metro
Trains does not carry these advertisements and ban
them from trains? Schoolchildren are carrying around
the sorts of devices that we do. They see that website,
they go straight to it and on the website it tells them
what the odds are for all these 28 sports that are listed
here — everything from hockey and football to darts,
poker and motor racing. Will the minister act on this in
the interests of Victorian children?
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — In her wide-ranging
supplementary question Ms Pennicuik put a number of
propositions to me, including whether the Responsible
Gambling Ministerial Advisory Council (RGMAC)
will look at this issue. That is something I will take on
notice and give consideration to, but I am very pleased
that the — —
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Ms Pennicuik interjected.
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE — I will pick up
Ms Pennicuik’s interjection. She made a suggestion in
her supplementary question that RGMAC look at this
matter. That is something I will take under
consideration. RGMAC already has important work
before it, including looking at the implementation of
precommitment. Unfortunately we just heard
Ms Hartland, in her contribution to the debate before
the house before question time, say that the Greens are
opposed to precommitment. Precommitment is a very
important tool, in this government’s opinion. But I will
take under consideration the possibility for RGMAC to
have a reference to look at this matter.

South West TAFE
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — My question
without notice is for the Minister for Higher Education
and Skills. Can the minister update the house on what
the coalition government is doing to secure a
sustainable solution for the future of South West
TAFE’s Glenormiston site?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I thank Mr Ramsay for his ongoing
interest in the future of the Glenormiston campus,
currently under lease to the South West Institute of
TAFE. It is worthwhile reflecting on the history of this
campus, because when I came to this place 25 years
ago, Glenormiston was one of six campuses of the
Victorian College of Agriculture and Horticulture. It
was shortly after that time, under a federal Labor
government, that I think John Dawkins, then federal
Minister for Education, had a plan for a unified higher
education system. That required many of the higher
education institutions like the Victorian College of
Agriculture and Horticulture to seek a university
partner.
In the early to mid-1990s the Victorian College of
Agriculture and Horticulture was taken over by
Melbourne University, and the Glenormiston campus
was occupied by the university. In 2005 Melbourne
University withdrew from the site, and at that point the
then government and minister undertook to lease it to
South West TAFE. As members would well recall,
South West TAFE gave six months notice that it sought
to vacate the site, as required under its lease
arrangement. That six months expires at the end of
March. I might add that it is not that South West TAFE
is exiting the delivery of training in the agricultural
area, but rather that the nature and method in which that
training has been delivered has changed significantly
over the years and the TAFE will be undertaking a lot
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of its training as an on-the-job training activity or in
places elsewhere. There has not been a trend to
maintain a lot of big institution-based training.
As a response to that the government has written to
other providers of agricultural education in Victoria to
assess interest from those sorts of providers. There has
been little interest to this point in time.
Mr Lenders — What about the Corangamite shire?
Hon. P. R. HALL — Yes, we have talked to
Corangamite shire. We are now extending the net
somewhat wider, and as part of that broadening and
seeking of interest for the operation of that site — for
its utilisation — we will be employing a local
consultant to develop different plans for the way in
which it may be utilised, and that consultant will be
assisted by a local community liaison group.
Mr Ramsay has volunteered to chair and convene the
group, and I welcome his willingness to undertake that
effort. Of course the group will be working closely with
the Corangamite Shire Council. I met with the shire just
last week. Some of my upper house colleagues,
Mr Ramsay and Mr Koch, were able to join me on that
occasion. We are working closely with the local
community to market that site to attract interest. That
will either be of an educational use, or if not
educational, then one of economic benefit to the local
community.
I also want to state publicly that the department is
putting in place a security plan for the site to ensure that
it is not vandalised or degraded in any way. In that
regard departmental officers are down there this week
looking at the ways in which we need to secure the site
to protect it as an asset until a future use is found for it.
There is a great opportunity, and I am very pleased that
Mr Ramsay has volunteered to take a lead role in
determining the future of the site at Glenormiston.

GAMBLING REGULATION AMENDMENT
(PRE-COMMITMENT) BILL 2013
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — As I was
saying before question time, the Gambling Regulation
Amendment (Pre-commitment) Bill 2013 relates to the
rollout of a statewide precommitment scheme for
pokies, to have effect in 2015–16. The current
monitoring licensee, Intralot, has been chosen by the
government, notably without any tender or the like, to
provide this service in addition to the other services it
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provides to operators of electronic gaming machines.
The legislation gives effect to this initiative, which was
commenced as part of a suite of measures to address
gambling, and was initiated prior to the last state
election by the previous government.
Venue operators will be required to make sure their
machines have the necessary equipment and to make
sure their patrons are aware of the precommitment
scheme. Operators offering a loyalty scheme will also
be required to provide precommitment services through
the same card. Gambling using the same card will
provide incentives not disincentives to continue
gambling. It is a deficiency in the way the government
has chosen to go about this matter. It sends a mixed
message to the Victorian community about how serious
the government is about tackling problem gambling.
The legislation provides that this will be the only
precommitment scheme operating in any venue in
Victoria. There will be one scheme across the state.
The opposition of course supports measures to curb
problem gambling in Victoria. It will not be opposing
this legislation, but it does not share the minister’s
confidence that it will dramatically reduce the incidence
of problem gambling. A number of measures
introduced in recent years have served to break the
cycle of gambling activity for those who are caught in
highly repetitive gambling action and are captured in
the moment trying to chase their losses. They include
smoking bans in gaming venues, the removal of ATMs
in gaming venues and a number of other measures,
including community awareness campaigns and the
like.
It is important to note that whilst these measures have
had an initial impact on reducing losses through
electronic gaming machines, the figures for losses are
now starting to increase again. Media reports over the
summer break and new figures released in January
indicate there is something of an upward trend in losses
from electronic gaming machines. The government
needs to remain ever vigilant and take a more holistic
and comprehensive approach rather than introduce this
bill as a stand-alone measure.
There is no shortage of issues that gaming operators
have experienced with Intralot. Hopefully it will be able
to manage its additional responsibility. I note the
minister’s answer to Ms Pennicuik’s question a few
moments ago and the very special occasion that is the
birthday of the Victorian Commission for Gambling
and Liquor Regulation. Perhaps an appropriate birthday
present for the regulator to demonstrate the
commitment of all of us to tackling problem gambling
would be something like a policy and advocacy role for
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the Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation, or a
more effective, robust and representative Responsible
Gambling Ministerial Advisory Council or the like. I
can think of quite a long list. That would be a nice
birthday gift so that we can continue to address problem
gambling as effectively as we can.
Earlier Mrs Coote spoke about the breadth of
gambling-related activities across the state and stated
that she believes it is a legitimate recreational activity.
While not being a player of pokies, I do not mind a
flutter on a horse from time to time. But in supporting
gambling as a recreational activity, as the Victorian
Parliament has done for decades, it is absolutely
incumbent on us to protect that small minority of
players whose lives these machines literally ruin.
This legislation is about that. We say that there is a lot
more the government could be doing in this area to
tackle gambling addiction. I am very sceptical that
precommitment alone will substantially reduce the
incidence of problem gambling. We think this
legislation will be reasonably ineffective, but if it helps
one problem gambler, that is a good thing. If it helps a
few people manage their losses, that is a good thing, but
I do not think the government should consider the
passage of this bill a job done on problem gambling.
I note the minister’s answer in question time yesterday
in which he again indicated that the government
believes there is an additional $3 billion out there to be
raised from electronic gambling machine licensees or
gamblers. The minister said that revenue matters related
to gambling are not his area of responsibility, they are a
matter for the Treasurer. I also note the comments of
the Community Clubs Association of Victoria (CCAV)
on the new gambling tax. The CCAV said:
It was advised without consultation, and it is evident that the
government views clubs with gaming as a silent arm of
Treasury. CCAV’s strong objection to the tax changes,
expressed in personal meetings with government and advisors
and in correspondence to all MPs, has been fobbed off
without serious consideration. The attitude of government has
been that since receipts from gaming are below the level
forecast for the new gaming environment, the shortfall must
be made up by increasing taxes.

I think it reflects poorly on the minister that he
abrogates his responsibility in relation to the impact of
taxation on gambling and the capacity of government to
impact venue operators as such. I wonder if the minister
has an opinion that he might offer in summing up this
debate about whether reducing the return to players has
the potential to increase gaming losses, because instead
of machines paying back 88 per cent they may only pay
back 85 per cent. Certainly the clubs that I have talked
to indicated to me that they do not want to short-change
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their players. I think that problem gambling policy
advocates are also very concerned that this tax does no
good — in fact that it probably does harm, putting
problem gamblers at further risk.
I would urge the minister to take a more holistic view
of the relationship between the other methods available
to government to approach problem gambling policy
and its advocacy role. Both this precommitment
technology and a broader suite of measures are needed
to tackle what is, for a small number of Victorians, a
terrible addiction that can have devastating
consequences for their lives and for their loved ones.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.02 p.m.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
acknowledge the Acting President’s first time in the
chair today. I am pleased to follow Ms Pulford, and I
thank her for not opposing our bill today. I speak on the
Gambling Regulation Amendment (Pre-commitment)
Bill 2013. The government’s precommitment scheme
will both allow problem gamblers to minimise the
amount of money they lose while also allowing casual
gamers to use pokies without significant government
interference.
I should say at the outset that I am a punter. I like the
greyhounds, I like the harness racing and I like the
thoroughbreds. I have had a punt at the casino, and I
have played the pokies as well — all in good fun and
all within my own personal limitations. However, it
troubles me to see regular visitors to pokies venues who
sit there for hours on end playing the poker machines,
and sometimes that manifests itself in economic
troubles at home. We know that problem gambling
affects many lives; we see it realised in crime and sadly
in domestic violence as well.
This bill establishes a statewide voluntary
precommitment scheme which will enable players to
set time and net loss limits using a precommitment
system on any gaming machine in the state. The
monitoring licensee will be responsible for providing,
operating and maintaining a precommitment system
from 1 December 2015, following a direction from the
minister. I should add at this point that our Minister for
Liquor and Gaming Regulation is doing a wonderful
job in the whole area of gaming regulation and in
helping problem gamblers as well. Venue operators and
casino operators will be required to provide and
maintain certain player account equipment to facilitate
the operation of the precommitment system. It will also
enable players to track their playing history and their
spending over time so that they can get a much clearer
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idea of how much money and time they are spending
playing gaming machines.
Venue operators will be subject to new obligations to
ensure that their gaming machines are connected to the
precommitment system and that they install certain
equipment in their venues that will allow players to
access the features of the precommitment system. This
equipment includes interactive display screens on the
gaming machines that will display messages to the
players regarding their activity, such as alerts about
when they are about to reach their precommitment
limit, as well as kiosks that will allow players to register
for precommitment, set and update their limits and view
their play data. Other equipment will include things like
card readers, card encoders and keypads.
In order for the government to promote the
precommitment system and to avoid any confusion
for players from having two limit-setting systems
available within a venue, the bill prohibits any other
limit-setting mechanisms from operating within a
venue from 2015–16 apart from the statewide
precommitment system. The bill proposes that, for
those venues that have a loyalty scheme, the same
card, card reader, display screen and kiosk must be
used for both loyalty and precommitment systems in
order to help remove any stigma around card use and
help people become very familiar with this new
system. Furthermore, it is required that information
relating to precommitment be given precedence over
information relating to loyalty so as to allay concerns
that venues will simply try to advertise the loyalty
card and not the precommitment aspect.
This government has been very serious about helping
those with gambling issues and supporting people to
have the time they want to have with gaming machines.
This is in stark contrast, I must add, to how the former
government performed around gambling regulation.
There is no better evidence than Labor’s sale of the
10-year electronic gaming machine (EGM) licences for
$3 billion less than it could have during the 2009–10
period. On that aspect, Labor’s financial incompetence
and appalling project mismanagement in auctioning
poker machine licences has been revealed by the
Auditor-General through his assessment as costing
Victoria taxpayers a massive, unprecedented $3 billion.
In 2009–10 the former Labor government sold
27 300 EGM 10-year licences for just $980 million, yet
it has been revealed by the Victorian Auditor-General’s
Office that the entitlements were worth as much as
$3 billion. That massive incompetence has exposed the
Labor Party as having caused the worst single loss to
taxpayers in Victoria’s history. Labor’s bungling of the
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EGM licences — a disaster initiated by Daniel
Andrews, the member for Mulgrave, as the then
Minister for Gaming — has resulted in a $3 billion loss
which is beyond mere incompetence; it is an economic
crime against the people of Victoria, committed by the
state Labor Party. We are missing out on hospital wards
that will not be built, police officers who could have
been hired to patrol our streets and new trains in
addition to the ones this government ordered because of
the biggest financial bungle ever visited on the people
of the state. That is $3 billion that could have been
spent on providing infrastructure, improving services or
providing tax relief, and it has just gone up in smoke.
Members of the state Labor Party should hang their
heads in shame.
At the time, of course, the auction process was led by
Labor’s gaming review subcommittee of cabinet, which
included the then Premier, John Brumby, the then
Treasurer, John Lenders, and the then gaming minister,
Daniel Andrews. Significantly, the Auditor-General
said in his findings that the then Premier and then
Treasurer repeatedly ignored warnings from their
departments. It said that the Department of Premier and
Cabinet and the Department of Treasury and Finance
appropriately raised concerns about the merits of
proceeding with the auction with their respective
ministers; however, no formal review was undertaken.
This bill goes to tackling our issues with problem
gambling. I have had direct involvement in tackling
these sorts of things with the Whittlesea City Council,
in the areas of Laurimar and Doreen in my electorate. I
was happy to join the local residents challenging the
introduction of poker machines at a new tavern out
there. I commend people like Reverend Glynis Dickins,
the pastor of the Plenty Valley Baptist church in
Doreen, who went to the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal hearings, galvanised the
community and was very successful at halting the
introduction of new poker machines in that area.
This bill, as has been outlined by others, demonstrates
that the coalition government has established the
independent Victorian Responsible Gambling
Foundation with a mandate to reduce the incidence and
severity of problem gambling across Victoria.
As the Minister for Liquor and Gaming Regulation,
Edward O’Donohue, has told us, the Victorian
Responsible Gambling Foundation, with funding of
over $150 million for four years, undertakes the
treatment, research and education activities necessary to
address the complex issue of problem gambling. This is
the largest financial commitment made in any state or
territory in Australia’s history and represents a 41 per
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cent increase on the funding provided by the previous
state government. The Napthine coalition government
is tackling the issue with this responsible and
appropriate bill. Despite the nay-saying of the Victorian
Greens, I commend the bill to the house.
Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — I rise to
address the house on the Gambling Regulation
Amendment (Pre-commitment) Bill 2013, which we on
this side of the house do not oppose. We believe the bill
takes a small step in the right direction of overcoming
problem gambling in communities across the state.
Many Australians gamble from time to time, from
buying a lottery ticket to placing a bet on the
Melbourne Cup each year. In fact in 2009, 70 per cent
of Australians participated in some form of gambling.
Whilst some of these activities are part of an annual
tradition and on the surface seem to involve a harmless
punt, gambling plays a large and detrimental role in our
society. In 2008–09, $19 billion was spent on gambling
by Australians, and $12 billion of that was spent on
poker machines. Those figures are astronomical.
I would like to read some statistics about problem
gambling. Up to 500 000 Australians are, or are at risk
of becoming, problem gamblers. The social cost of
problem gambling is estimated to be at least $4.7 billion
a year. The actions of a single problem gambler
negatively impact between 5 and 10 others, including
children, spouses, extended family members, friends
and employers. People aged between 18 and 24 years
are in the highest risk category for problem gambling,
in particular poker machine gambling. They spend
more money on pokies than any other age group.
Problem gamblers each lose $21 000 per year, one-third
of the average Australian salary, and if poker machines
are played in extremely high density, a gambler could
lose $1500 in one hour. In 2010 a Victorian
government study found that more than
12 000 Victorian gamblers who struggled with
addiction contemplated suicide. Lastly — and perhaps
one of the worst statistics — in September last year the
10-year toll of Victorians who had taken their own lives
after losing their ongoing battle with gambling
addiction reached 128. Those statistics are frightening.
As I acknowledged earlier, this bill is a small step in the
right direction; however, it does not provide enough of
a platform to combat problem gambling and support
gamblers in our community. These people are
vulnerable and they turn to us as the leaders of this state
for guidance and leadership.
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The bill will introduce a precommitment system, which
will allow pokie players to set limits on the amount of
money they gamble, and in turn track their wins and
losses. This will be a voluntary program available to
those who wish to register. People who struggle with
addiction often find it difficult to admit they have a
problem, so how can we expect this program to help
those who need it most?
In addition, loyalty programs, which are designed to
encourage and reward gamblers, are not prohibited by
the bill. This completely undermines the message that
the Victorian Parliament, in particular those on this side
of the house, are trying to send, which is that we are
serious about combatting problem gambling and we
care about restoring the lives and livelihoods of
recovering addicts and those affected by addiction. The
federal Labor government attempted to implement a
more effective nationwide mandatory precommitment
scheme, which the federal coalition opposed. At least
that policy forced gambling addicts to face their losses,
unlike the policy demonstrated in this bill, which gives
them a choice.
I wish to raise one last point about an issue which I find
most disconcerting. The bill gives the Minister for
Liquor and Gaming Regulation the power to cover up
any embarrassing statistics by refusing to release data
gathered for research. Victorians are entitled to be
aware of the ineffective results produced as a
consequence of the bill. Does the government believe
that gagging statistics which confirm the
inappropriateness of optional precommitment will fool
Victorians into believing it really cares for those
struggling to cope with gambling addiction? I do not
think so.
Gambling addiction is a serious problem in
communities across the state, and Victorians deserve a
strategy and a policy that seriously tries to overcome it.
I am afraid this bill simply does not cut it.
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — I thank all contributors to the
debate: Mr Dalla-Riva, Mrs Coote, Mr Elasmar,
Ms Pulford, Ms Hartland, Mr Eideh and Mr Ondarchie.
I welcome the opposition’s position that they will not
be opposing this bill and will vote with the government
if the Greens call a division, as Ms Hartland has
flagged.
I take this opportunity to respond to some of the issues
raised by speakers in the debate. As stated by the three
government speakers during the second-reading debate
and as I said in my second-reading speech, the
precommitment legislation before the house today is
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but one part of a much broader reform package in
relation to gambling that this government has
implemented and is implementing during this term of
government.
Principal to the package is the new regulator, the
Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor
Regulation, which I referred to in question time today.
There is also the Victorian Responsible Gambling
Foundation, to which we have made a $150 million
commitment over four years, which is a 41 per cent
increase in the funding provided by the Labor
government. There is the reinvigorated, rejuvenated,
re-energised Responsible Gambling Ministerial
Advisory Council whose members are doing some real
work that will assist in the implementation of the
precommitment scheme. There is a range of other
matters, including red tape reduction and working on
this matter with all stakeholders.
I will respond to some matters raised by Ms Pulford
who began her contribution today with the matter raised
by her during question time yesterday. Let me be
crystal clear. Ms Pulford may not understand which
minister is responsible for what, but she may be
interested to know that matters of taxation are matters
for the Treasurer. That is why Ms Pulford was wrong
yesterday when she asked me a question about the
budget update.
Ms Pulford said also that the government wants to claw
back $3 billion from operators. That is not the
government’s intention. What I have said in this place,
and as many other members of the government have
said on numerous occasions, is that we can all mourn
the $3 billion revenue lost through the previous
government’s botched and bungled electronic gaming
machine (EGM) auction process.
Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE — I thank Mr Ondarchie
for reminding me that last year when I appeared before
the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee,
Mr Pakula, the member for Lyndhurst in the other
place, by way of interjection said, ‘Just raise the
taxes’ — and it is on the record for everyone to see. He
may well have enunciated the policy on behalf of the
Labor opposition, but members of this government are
very clear on this matter. I refer to the
Auditor-General’s report of June 2011, in which the
Auditor-General said very clearly:
We valued the EGM entitlements in the range of $3.7 billion
to $4.5 billion, with a midpoint of $4.1 billion.
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Before that the report states, ‘The industry paid
$980 million’. As I said yesterday in question time and
as many members of the government have said
consistently, this is yet another example of the Labor
Party’s incompetence and inability to manage money
and deliver fair value for Victorian taxpayers. That is
what the Auditor-General found. Ms Pulford may wish
to criticise the Auditor-General, and I know that
Mr Lenders likes to in effect criticise the
Auditor-General, but the Auditor-General’s findings are
clear. He found that Victorian taxpayers have been
short-changed by more than $3 billion as a result of the
previous government’s negligence and incompetence.
In her contribution Ms Pulford made reference also to
increasing gambling expenditure. As members are
aware, following the removal of ATMs from gaming
venues, in 2012–13 expenditure decreased by more
than 7 per cent — and expenditure continues to decline
in real terms. There are variations from one
municipality to another and from area to area the
figures jump around, but the trend is that in real terms
expenditure continues to decline. That is in part because
of the measures this government has introduced and
because of the government’s very clear policies on
responsible gambling. That is the context in which this
precommitment legislation should be seen. This is yet
another step, another tool, another part of our
framework and policies to assist those who may have
an issue with gambling.
I reject the language of and the attack by the Greens
who have said that this is somehow tokenism, that this
is a waste of money — to use Ms Hartland’s term —
and that this is a waste of time. I also reject in the
strongest possible terms the notion that the government
is not concerned about problem gamblers, which is
something else that Ms Hartland said. Nothing could be
further from the truth. It is why we have such a clear
reform agenda and strategy, which we have
implemented and continue to implement, to assist the
community in general and particularly those individuals
who may have issues with problem gambling.
For the sake of repetition, I direct Ms Hartland’s
attention to Swinburne University’s research and
validation of the ATM withdrawal. That analysis shows
that those who were helped the most and who reduced
their expenditure the most were problem gamblers.
Surely that is a very positive outcome.
Ms Hartland also dismissed the precommitment trials in
other jurisdictions. The only good point flowing from
Ms Hartland’s negativity about this is that Victoria is
leading the way in the implementation of
precommitment schemes. Victoria is the leader in
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Australia on this matter and on responsible gambling
initiatives generally. Following our example, South
Australia has now committed to introducing
precommitment technology from December 2018. I
note that it is a Labor government in South Australia
that is introducing precommitment technology to be
used on a voluntary basis.
That takes me to the points that Ms Hartland wishes to
raise in the committee stage. I will try to address those
matters now. In summary, Ms Hartland advocates
mandatory precommitment. The government does not
support mandatory precommitment. We want a
voluntary system; we believe in individual choice. We
want as many players as possible to sign up to the
precommitment system, but we want them to do that on
a voluntary basis. As Mrs Coote said, electronic gaming
machines are not the only form of gambling around. If
someone has a problem with gambling, there is any
number of fashions in which they can spend their
money on gambling. That might be through online
casinos, at the races or in any number of other forms.
We want to take the community with us in this reform.
That is why we want it to be a voluntary process. We
want to encourage as significant a take-up as possible in
the community.
I accept that the Greens have a different philosophical
view on this matter. Liberal-Nationals coalition
members believe in empowering the individual,
individual choice and educating and arming individuals
to make the right choices for themselves. The Greens
believe that they know best, and they will dictate the
answers to all players. Government members do not
take that approach. We have a different philosophical
approach.
As I said, Ms Hartland, in what I would describe as a
very disappointing contribution to the second-reading
debate, referred to this proposal as a waste of money.
She said that it will do nothing and that the Greens are
opposed to it. I have met with a range of stakeholders in
relation to this precommitment policy and technology
and other matters. To a person those who are most
vehemently against EGMs in our community all
support a precommitment system of some type. Some
may say that they want mandatory precommitment but
all of them say that a voluntary precommitment system
is an advance. In this matter Ms Hartland and the other
Greens are on their own in their position of opposing
this very important reform, which builds on a wide
range of reforms of the coalition government that have
helped the Victorian community, including helping to
address problem gambling. Government members look
forward to the passage of this legislation.
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House divided on motion:
Ayes, 35
Atkinson, Mr
Broad, Ms
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr D.
Drum, Mr
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Elsbury, Mr
Finn, Mr
Guy, Mr
Hall, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Koch, Mr
Kronberg, Mrs
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr

Lovell, Ms
Melhem, Mr
Mikakos, Ms
Millar, Mrs
O’Brien, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Pulford, Ms
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Ronalds, Mr (Teller)
Scheffer, Mr (Teller)
Somyurek, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms

Noes, 3
Barber, Mr
Hartland, Ms (Teller)

Pennicuik, Ms (Teller)

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Committed.
Committee
Clause 1
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I have
three brief questions and I have given two of them to
the minister. The first question results from the
minister’s comments in his right of reply. Can the
minister indicate which groups he has consulted that
have given support for this legislation?
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — I have met with a range of
groups, as is my responsibility as Minister for Liquor
and Gaming Regulation. In many of those meetings the
issue of precommitment has been discussed. The
Department of Justice has also consulted widely with
industry and with all stakeholders. As Mrs Coote
referred to in her contribution during the
second-reading speech, a discussion paper was
produced by the Department of Justice which had input
and submissions from a range of stakeholders,
including the Victorian Inter-Church Gambling
Taskforce.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — Is the
minister saying that the Inter-Church Gambling
Taskforce supports this legislation? Could the minister
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name two or three other organisations that support the
legislation.
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — The point I made in my right of
reply to the second-reading debate was that I
acknowledge that there are a variety of views in the
community and amongst different organisations in
relation to this issue, but the overwhelming response
from those stakeholders with whom I have met and
discussed the issue, even those who support mandatory
precommitment, is that voluntary precommitment is an
advance from the current system and is an advance in a
policy sense. In that context, as I said, I believe the
Greens are very isolated in the position they have taken
today in opposing this very important harm-reduction
measure and tool that will assist those who have a
problem with gambling. The Greens are taking what I
think is a most unfortunate position that prevents the
Parliament of Victoria from being uniting in support of
the legislation.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I will
try one more time. Can the minister name three
organisations that have informed him, either verbally or
in writing, that they support this legislation? The
Inter-Church Gambling Taskforce was mentioned. Is
the minister saying that it supports this legislation and
has confirmed this, verbally or in writing?
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — At a recent meeting the
members of the Inter-Church Gambling Taskforce
reiterated their position to me that they believe the
policy of voluntary precommitment is an advance on
the current situation of having no precommitment
system at all.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — Did
they say they supported this piece of legislation?
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — The current situation is that
there is no precommitment system across Victoria, and
today the Greens are saying they support that position
of having no precommitment system, either voluntary
or mandatory, in Victoria. I am not quoting the
Inter-Church Gambling Taskforce, but the intent of
their discussion with me was that a voluntary
precommitment system is an advance on the status quo,
which the Greens have voted to retain.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) —
Again, the minister did not answer the question, but I
will check with the task force myself because I do not
think that is the group’s position.
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I have two other questions regarding the very strong
evidence that came out of the recommendations of the
Productivity Commission to implement a full
precommitment scheme. I do not understand why the
government has gone against the evidence and
recommendations from the Productivity Commission
and introduced a less effective voluntary
precommitment scheme rather than implementing a full
precommitment scheme. Why has the government gone
against actual evidence? I am not talking about the
evidence of the Greens; this is the Productivity
Commission.
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — There are a range of views
about precommitment arrangements on our electronic
gaming machine system. The Victorian government has
formed a position consistent with the policy we took to
the last election that a voluntary precommitment system
is the preferred system for Victoria. That is the
coalition’s position. It has been our position since
before the last election. It was the position we took to
the last election, and it was validated by the Victorian
community who voted for the coalition government.
The coalition government believes in a voluntary
system. We believe the system that is before the house
today will provide a tool for those who have a problem
with their gambling and also provide all gamblers with
a tool to better understand their spend and to keep
informed as they make their decisions. A voluntary
precommitment system, which is part of a suite of
policies this government is implementing, will help
address problem gambling in our community.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — Do I
take it that the government does not believe that the
evidence-based advice and recommendations of the
Productivity Commission are worth taking up, that the
government knows best and the Productivity
Commission does not know what it is talking about? I
am not quite sure about the minister’s answer. Can the
minister explain why it is that the advice and evidence
of the Productivity Commission was ignored?
Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — I refer Ms Hartland to my
contribution in the summing up of the second-reading
debate and my previous answer.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I
asked a very specific question of the minister: why has
the government ignored the advice and
recommendation of the Productivity Commission to
implement a full precommitment scheme? It is a pretty
simple question. Why has the government ignored that
advice?
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Hon. E. J. O’DONOHUE (Minister for Liquor and
Gaming Regulation) — I have answered Ms Hartland’s
question in my summing up of the second-reading
debate and in my previous answer. The coalition
government believes in empowering individuals to
make the right choice for themselves, and we believe
the voluntary precommitment system will help to
empower individuals to make the right choices when it
comes to setting a limit for their gambling.
Clause agreed to; clauses 2 to 49 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Report adopted.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

BRIMBANK AND HUME PLANNING
SCHEMES
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — I move:
That pursuant to section 46AH of the Planning and
Environment Act 1987, Brimbank planning scheme
amendment C147 and Hume planning scheme
amendment C170 be ratified.

The motion that I move in relation to the ratification of
the Brimbank C147 and Hume C170 planning scheme
amendments, as can be seen, is very straightforward.
The Brimbank C147 planning scheme amendment
implements the recommendations of the green wedge
management plan of that municipality, with better
zones to support and protect the green wedge of the city
of Brimbank — and there are green wedges in the
Brimbank municipality.
Two amendments were exhibited in September 2012:
C146, which has been finalised and which applies an
environment significance overlay to the Maribyrnong
River corridor; and C147, which has different
subdivision controls and will require ratification. Both
amendments proceeded through an independent panel
process. The panel supported their approval. Specific
matters regarding the C147 amendment considered at
the panel were related to the zoning for the Keilor
market gardens. This covers an area of 80 hectares,
60 hectares of which is farmland. It comprises 29 lots,
which vary in size from 1 to 10 hectares. There is little
active farming, despite that being its original purpose.
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The 2010 Brimbank green wedge management plan
identifies the market gardens as an area that will
support lifestyle farming rather than commercial
farming. The rezoning of the land from rural
conservation zone to green wedge zone reflects this
intended future use and restricts further subdivision of
the land.
Other land areas were also supported for rezoning to
protect their green wedge status, including the Organ
Pipes National Park, which is being rezoned as a public
conservation and resource zone. This is technically the
reason the amendment needs to be ratified by
Parliament. It is publicly owned land which is not going
to be developed at all, but the rezoning requires
ratification, as we know, because of the vagaries of the
Planning and Environment Act. There is no rezoning of
private land that has triggered the need for ratification
under the Planning and Environment Act. I understand
the council adopted the amendments as per the panel
recommendations on 23 July 2013.
In relation to Hume planning scheme
amendment C170, this rezoning implements the
recommendations of the Logical Inclusions Advisory
Committee for Hume area 6, which is the area south of
Reservoir Road, Sunbury. It is 25 hectares of land
bound by Reservoir Road, the Calder Freeway and the
existing urban growth boundary (UGB).
In October 2011 the Metropolitan Planning Authority,
which was then the Growth Areas Authority, conducted
its review by assessing submissions and consulting with
land-holders, government agencies and councils. The
independent Logical Inclusions Advisory Committee
then reviewed, considered and made recommendations
for each area in that process.
I approved the committee recommendations in May
2011 and approved seven planning scheme
amendments which implemented the recommendations
of the advisory committee, and these were gazetted on
13 September 2012.
The advisory committee supported the inclusion of the
area known as Hume area 6. I directed that a second
round of consultation be undertaken following advice
that some land-holders in the area may not have
received adequate notification. A decision on this area
was deferred until that further consultation was
undertaken with affected land-holders, relevant
agencies and departments. No objections or
submissions were received. Following this further
consultation, the land parcel was further reviewed by
the advisory committee. It reaffirmed its support for the
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inclusion of Hume area 6. This amendment will rezone
that land from green wedge to urban growth zone.
Hume City Council has long supported this land
coming within the UGB, having reiterated support in
February and November 2009, and in the logical
inclusions process which commenced in 2011. They are
the two amendments on the table.
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I welcome the
opportunity to make a few remarks in relation to these
two planning scheme amendments. There are many
criticisms that can be made of the government and the
minister when it comes to the green wedge, but
certainly they do not lack consistency when it comes to
the green wedge. I think we are yet to see this
government do anything to add any value to the green
wedge. We are yet to see this government add any
parcel of land or anything new to the green wedge.
Instead what we see on every occasion that the issue
comes before this chamber is a whittling away of the
green wedge; every decision that the government
makes is a whittling away.
What we see increasingly now is an attack not only on
the boundaries of the green wedge but indeed on the
development that can occur within the green wedge.
Essentially, if it is not being ripped off from the sides,
then it is the development that can occur within the
green wedge. It is a dual attack: both removing land
from the green wedge and also undermining the lungs
of Melbourne by stripping away what occurs and the
protections that are put in place within the green wedge.
As I said, at least on this front the government is
consistent in its denigration of an iconic part of
Melbourne. The government has made clear that when
it comes to the green wedge there are two very definite
alternatives: on the one hand there is a government that
has walked away from bipartisanship and on the other
hand there is an opposition which is determined to
project the green wedge.
Having made those broad remarks, I indicate that the
opposition does not oppose these two amendments. The
Brimbank City Council management plan developed by
the council changes some designations within its green
wedge, mainly from rural conservation zone to public
park and recreation zone. It also fixes two sections of
the Calder Freeway which have been incorrectly zoned
as public park and recreation zone, and that will be
returned to road zone category 1. From that perspective
we welcome the work that the Brimbank council has
done. We do not oppose those changes.
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Similarly the Hume planning scheme amendment
rezones about 25 hectares between the Calder Freeway
and Sunbury, and essentially this will ultimately allow
an expansion of Sunbury. We note the council’s
ambitions to include a neighbourhood activity centre on
the site.
As I said, it is a great pity that the government has
walked away from the bipartisan approach that we had
to the green wedge, and we lament that on every
occasion we debate it. I will make that point on every
occasion that there is debate on the green wedge,
because I believe personally it is a tragedy. I only hope
this government will see the error of its ways and start
protecting for future generations this invaluable part of
our heritage — a heritage that I might add, in fairness,
was initiated by a conservative government, and a
heritage which allows for the protection of open space
not only for families but also for valuable agricultural
land.
As I said, our concern on this side is about seeing the
whittling away of those values and the whittling away
of that land. I suspect that for generations to come
Victorians will live in the shadow of the damage that
has been done by this government.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — The
Greens will support the motion for the Parliament to
ratify these planning scheme amendments. As noted,
the amendments have been through a public exhibition
process, with a panel report led by the council. That is
more than you can say for a lot of the planning scheme
amendments that have been pushed through by
ministers of governments of all flavours over the years.
Naturally, when it comes to matters of green wedge
land, or for that matter the simple rezoning of land,
people always have a range of views. There are people
who passionately advocate for better protection and
better management of our green wedge zones. A
number of those people have come forward with
submissions that they put to the council during this
process. Notwithstanding, we believe these planning
scheme amendments are worthy of support.
Mr Tee made a claim that this government has not
added anything to the green wedge during its time in
charge. It would be interesting to know that; at some
point I should get around to asking the minister the
question. In the process set up by the Labor government
there was a requirement, when native vegetation was to
be destroyed by development, for offsets to be made
that would lead to the purchase of other areas of
grassland. Over time these areas will build up and
eventually become a large grassland reserve in the west
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of Melbourne. When that process is completed we will
have added to the green wedge. We will have a large
western green wedge, we hope, with protected
grasslands.
Native grasslands are highly endangered, and for that
reason this process is run under the aegis of the federal
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999. It is unfortunate how the process was set up
by the then state planning minister, Justin Madden, now
the member for Essendon in the Assembly, and the then
federal environment ministers, of whom there were a
few. The progress of the creation of this park is totally
dependent on how fast other grasslands are destroyed.
In order to save the grasslands, you first have to destroy
other grasslands. That is what is happening in the outer
parts of the western suburbs as developers bring
forward land and the relevant authorities set out
precinct plans and designs for new suburbs. When
development occurs the developers destroy some native
grassland but pay credits or cash to allow this other
grassland reserve to be created.
As this process continues we will be adding not only to
the stock of green wedge land but to one of the things
that we value about the green wedge, which is its
protected areas, national parks and other sorts of parks
that become biodiversity reserves. It would be
interesting at some point to ask if the minister is aware
how many hectares of native grassland have been
exchanged in that way and if we are making progress
towards the creation of an important asset for the new
green wedge in the west. Notwithstanding that question,
as I said, the Greens will be supporting the motion to
ratify these planning scheme amendments.
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — In
summing up, I appreciate the support of all political
parties on this issue. I find it absolutely bizarre that the
goons opposite in the Labor Party say that they oppose
everything in these planning scheme amendments but
are going to vote for the motion to have them ratified. If
I have been consistent in my green wedge policy, as
Mr Tee has said, the Labor Party has certainly been
consistent in its green wedge policy: it has none. How
can Labor come into this chamber, bag everything
about these planning scheme amendments and then
vote for the motion? It says everything about the
planning policy, or planning thought — there is no
policy in it — of the Australian Labor Party in this state
at the moment. It is bizarre.
How can one come into this chamber and say, as the
opposition’s planning spokesperson has done, that one
of these amendments is whittling away the green wedge
and developing the green wedge, which is going to
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reduce open space — the member still does not
understand that the green wedge is not public open
space; it is private land — and then vote for it? It is
quite bizarre. It is ridiculously inconsistent. In my view
it reflects what we would get in planning policy if
Labor were ever to see government in this state, and
that is policy on the run, policy that is bizarrely
inconsistent and policy that is made up on the day.
Labor and Mr Tee voted for 43 000 hectares of the
urban growth boundary to be expanded into green
wedge land, and then after an election Mr Tee and his
Labor colleagues will say, ‘We are the defenders of the
green wedge’. It is like a milkman saying he does not
like to drink milk, for instance. It is quite a bizarre
situation.
I am pleased to see that the Greens have read the
planning scheme amendments and can see they are
quite useful. I am happy to have the support of all
parties, despite the criticisms from the Labor Party.
Motion agreed to.

ELECTRICITY SAFETY AMENDMENT
(BUSHFIRE MITIGATION) BILL 2013
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 December 2013; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) — It is my
pleasure to speak on the Electricity Safety Amendment
(Bushfire Mitigation) Bill 2013. It is fitting that we
have this debate today, on the eve of the fifth
anniversary of the Black Saturday bushfires. That
tragedy shook the people of Victoria. There is not a
person across the state who did not feel the full effect of
those events. The coalition government continues to
roll out safety measures to reduce fire risk across our
communities.
I will give a bit of backstory about the fires on Black
Saturday. While the fires were still burning in the hills
around Healesville, I assisted the office of Fran Bailey,
the then federal member for McEwen, in managing the
many calls for help being made by people across the
community as well as the generous offers of support
and donations. People wished to help in any way they
could. The outpouring of sympathy towards people
right across the communities impacted by the Black
Saturday bushfires was astounding.
While I was sitting in the office in Healesville I was
waiting for news of family members in Kinglake. We
had not yet heard from them; no communication could
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be made. We could not raise them on the telephone,
email or anything like that. It was late one afternoon
while sitting in Fran’s office, sorting out the day’s work
and moving around yet more offers of help — we
would write them down and put them into piles of
people who wanted help, people who needed help and
people who could offer help — that we received a
phone call to say that everyone in the family was safe
and that they had only lost one of their farm buildings
and a water pump in the fighting of the fire. It was a
great relief for me and my extended family to know that
those family members had come through the tragedy
that had beset their community.
Following the initial period of the fires I volunteered to
assist in clean-up operations coordinated by
Freemasons Victoria through the BlazeAid
organisation. It was during this time that I visited the
farm in Kilmore East where the deadly Kinglake fire
originated. A powerline had come away from its pole
and arced off a fence, which sent sparks into dry grass
and started the blaze. It was a very tender time for that
farmer. He felt upset about the whole thing, and many
people in the community were willing to point fingers.
It was a distressing time for him and for people in the
community because they wanted answers as to why this
had happened.
After a few days I was sent to Flowerdale, where we
took down burnt fencing. We cleared the fence lines of
trees that had fallen onto the fences. We pulled out the
old posts, wrapped up the barbed wire and got things
cleared away so that fencing contractors could do their
job of putting fences back up. That was hard physical
work. I am not exactly the fittest man on earth — I was
not back then either — and the physical aspect of the
labour is something I will not forget. When we were
there we saw the randomness of the event. There were
houses in almost perfect condition standing where they
had been for many decades while a neighbour’s home
had completely gone. We saw livestock in various
states of distress being slowly but surely dealt with, and
in some cases we came across piles of dead livestock.
That is something you just do not want to see, but it
was the reality of what we were dealing with in that
instance.
We also heard stories from those who were affected,
whether it was a Country Fire Authority (CFA)
volunteer, a farmer who stood on his porch and
watched as the fire front came through and wiped out
his entire livelihood or families who, just like me, had
been waiting for phone calls and news of a family
member. Those who were fortunate enough to hear
good news celebrated receiving those phone calls, but
unfortunately not all received positive phone calls.
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We listened to people’s stories and they told us what
they wanted to tell us. One of the things we were told in
our briefing before going out to start the work was,
‘They do not care what you know; they just want to
know you care’. That is what we were there to do. We
were there to help out where we could. I could have
pumped out a good media release for them — that is
what I used to do — but at that time what they needed
was manpower. They needed people out in the field,
and in some cases people just needed a shoulder to cry
on.
As has been discussed this week in this place during
debate on other legislation, the distribution of electricity
remains an important aspect of ensuring community
safety by providing cooling in summer and heating in
winter. People reliant on electricity for medical
equipment also need a reliable and uninterrupted
electricity supply in the interests of their ongoing
health. Ensuring the safety of the conveyance of
electricity to homes, business, industry and
infrastructure is in the interests of everyone. The
maintenance of electricity networks needs to be done to
ensure supply as well as to defend communities from
bushfires. We should remember that only a small
number of bushfires have been ignited because of
electricity infrastructure failure. However, it is also a
fact that the conditions under which a piece of
electricity equipment fails tend to be high temperatures
and high winds, so there is a greater likelihood that a
fire started from a failure of equipment is more likely to
spread quickly and build into a major fire event.
Consultations on this bill have occurred. A discussion
paper was released in June 2012 that benefited from
52 stakeholder responses, and a white paper was
released in November 2012 that attracted 15 responses.
Energy Safe Victoria consulted the Electric Line
Clearance Consultative Committee, a group that brings
together relevant government departments, private
land-holders and experts. Energy Safe Victoria also
approached the Municipal Association of Victoria,
Victorian electricity distributors, VicRoads, the
Department of Environment and Primary Industries and
Victorian fire authorities to gain their insights.
The urban fringe of our great city of Melbourne
remains exposed to the impacts of bushfires and
grassfires. In Western Metropolitan Region I am only
too aware of the dangers fires pose to our communities.
Recently the township of Little River was placed under
threat from fire. In this case, however, police believe it
was the result of arson, a crime this government does
not take lightly and for which it has passed legislation
to enforce harsher penalties for those who place the
public at risk through this irresponsible act. Having
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gone to Little River and spoken to the CFA volunteers
down there, the people at the general store and in the
pub, I can tell you now that whoever lit those fires had
better hope the police get to them first. The community
is outraged that someone would be so irresponsible as
to light a fire during weather conditions which could
potentially have taken the entire township off the map.

The bill will require electricity distributors to keep trees
and vegetation clear of powerlines on public land,
unless it is land under the management of a municipal
council. The responsibility of VicRoads for electric line
clearance will also be transferred over to electricity
distributors to reduce confusion over who is responsible
for keeping lines clear of vegetation.

The Electricity Safety Amendment (Bushfire
Mitigation) Bill 2013 redefines the definition of an
urban area in the Electricity Safety Act 1998. This is
important to define the maintenance expectation for
low-density residential developments where there is
substantial tree coverage and vegetation, as these areas
will have higher fire mitigation requirements than they
have previously had. Generally blocks to the size of
1 acre are defined as needing greater bushfire
mitigation. The new definition will include areas with
block sizes of more than a quarter of an acre.

The Electricity Safety Amendment (Bushfire
Mitigation) Bill 2013 aims to reduce the administrative
burden by making bushfire mitigation plans valid for
five years rather than one year. If a fire mitigation plan
needs to be amended during the five-year period that it
is active, a variation can be submitted to Energy Safe
Victoria, if the amendment is a substantive change.
This would be the same arrangement as is currently
required for the revision of the electricity safety
management schemes. This will maintain an effective
fire mitigation measure and protect our communities,
while reducing the required paperwork.

Unfortunately these days not many blocks across
Melbourne are a quarter of an acre. I feel you would be
struggling to find one in most of the new developments.
But for those people who are fortunate enough to find a
block of that size in the new developments across the
western suburbs, the northern suburbs and even out to
the east, there will be new definitions. If you have
blocks larger than a quarter of an acre, those properties
will be placed inside this new fire mitigation area.
Even though we are bringing more sections of urban
fringe into these protection areas for more vigorous
bushfire mitigation works to occur, we also need to
remind ourselves of the dangers that have beset other
communities across Victoria and Australia. As was
spoken about earlier today by my colleague, Wendy
Lovell, during Black Saturday there were fires coming
into the township of Bendigo. I do not think many
people could forget the fires in Sydney, or the Canberra
fires that came right into the suburbs and caused a great
deal of distress, loss of property and unfortunately loss
of life.
To be clear, any developments with lot sizes greater
than a quarter of an acre, or 0.1 hectares, will be treated
by default as high bushfire-risk areas. There is,
however, an exception to this. If the Country Fire
Authority or the fire authorities in the area have a look
at the site and decide that there is insufficient plant
material — trees or scrub — then the increased need for
bushfire mitigation on electricity supply infrastructure
can be waived. There is no point talking about cutting
back limbs on trees if there are no trees to cut back. It
makes a lot of sense to allow for a bit of flexibility in
the bushfire mitigation required for a region.

Bushfire mitigation plans are complex documents
involving a large amount of technical data and
information. This means that unless a person viewing
the bushfire mitigation plan has an intimate knowledge
of fire-risk reduction, then the document will simply
baffle them. Instead a summary document will be made
available in plain language for community members to
take on board, in order for them to understand what is
going to happen in their region to reduce the fire risk.
Over the last couple of months I have been working
with Parks Victoria, talking about the fire reduction
works that need to take place on many of the reserves
that we have in the western suburbs — at Brimbank
Park, the North Laverton grasslands or even out at the
Truganina swamp. Parks Victoria has a distinct plan for
the next three years for the areas of land it is going to
work on to manage the fire risk so that there will not be
a build-up of material and so an entire ecosystem will
not be wiped out completely should a fire event occur.
In the case of Brimbank Park there is a great need to be
careful and cautious, as there are homes very close to
the park, and being able to reduce that fire risk is also
important.
Parks Victoria provides clear and concise mapping of
what areas it is going to do controlled burns in, or
slashing or tree removal and so on, to reduce the risk to
property and to life in its reserves. I would think that
that is similar to what is proposed by having a plain
English approach to bushfire mitigation plans into the
future and providing a summary document that a
layman can understand, even someone as simple as me.
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The government is also taking other measures to reduce
bushfire risk. The bill is part of a broader plan of
reducing fire risk across Victoria. We cannot just sit
back and pretend that the work is done. Many
communities are currently rebuilding, and there are
certain restrictions on the types of buildings that can be
built in certain areas because of the risk of bushfire. But
we also have to do some proactive work to reduce the
bushfire risk. That is why the government established
the $750 million, 10-year powerline bushfire safety
program to deliver on recommendations 27 and 32 of
the bushfires royal commission.
The government hopes to be able to deliver safer
communities by significantly reducing the risk of
powerline-caused bushfires. This is being achieved
through the deployment of safer insulated
infrastructure, new protection technologies and
enhancing operational practices across the powerline
network. Mr Neil Comrie, the bushfires royal
commission implementation monitor, noted in the
executive summary of his 31 July 2013 report tabled in
Parliament that the powerline bushfire safety program
was one of the government’s initiatives making good
progress.
Victoria is now being recognised as an emerging centre
of excellence in the reduction of catastrophic bushfires
caused by electrical assets through this government
initiative. We have also established the powerline
replacement fund. Up to $200 million has been
allocated to replace distribution business-owned
bare-wire, high-voltage powerlines and to replace the
privately owned bare-wire, overhead electric lines in
areas of high bushfire risk.
Undergrounding of private overhead electric lines in the
highest consequence risk areas within the Otway
Ranges, Dandenong Ranges and the Warburton district
began in December 2013. A total of 5 private overhead
electric lines have been undergrounded to date, with a
further 170 targeted, which the government hopes to
have completed by the end of this financial year. It is
anticipated that through this 10-year program all of
Victoria’s remaining private bare-wire overhead
electric lines — around 1200 — will be placed
underground, reducing the potential risk of these pieces
of energy infrastructure.
The bill intends to change the way we view our urban
areas. It intends to change the mindset of some people
about whether or not they are in an area that requires
bushfire mitigation. Certainly with people wanting to
move into beautiful environments, especially up in the
Dandenong Ranges and out through the Yarra Valley
into bushland on the urban fringe, we need to start
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thinking about what needs to be done to keep people
safe by reducing the fire risk by interaction between
electricity infrastructure and vegetation.
With the changes in the bill the government hopes to
achieve a safer environment for the outer urban areas of
Melbourne and reduce the bushfire risks across the
state. It is about being proactive and getting the job
done of reducing fuel loads and monitoring the
interaction of infrastructure with vegetation so that we
do not have to once again deal with bushfires like those
of Black Saturday coming right up to our doorstep.
The reason why we have gone from acre blocks down
to quarter-acre blocks is that the potential fuel load
within an acre block is quite high, whether it be from
unkempt grass or additional trees in the area that need
to be dealt with. That can carry a flame, or it can carry a
fire. On a block of a quarter acre or smaller generally
there is more pavement and there are more people
around, so they can see a fire starting. A fire can be
dealt with a lot quicker and will not catch onto as many
other items around it and will not quite reach the
ferocity that it would in an area four times the size of a
quarter-acre block. With those few words I commend
the bill to the house and seek its support from all
members in this place.
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — This
morning the chamber commemorated the fifth
anniversary of the fires that destroyed large parts of the
state in 2009, consumed the lives of 173 people and
countless animals and scorched thousands of hectares
of country. The fires have been described as the worst
natural disaster Victorians have experienced, but it
seems to me that the term ‘natural’ implies that human
beings had little to do with it. Nothing could be further
from the truth, as the evidence now overwhelmingly
indicates that the searing heat of the days preceding
7 February 2009 is part of a pattern of global warming
that is caused by human activity. The evidence is
becoming so clear that scientists now predict that it is
most likely that we will experience further episodes of
extreme heat during the current summer — and we
have indeed, in January — and increasingly in
subsequent summers as the planet continues to warm.
The royal commission itself was blunt when it
identified the electricity distribution assets as the cause
of these worst fires ever and specifically recommended
that government take an active role in fixing the
problem. As we know, the royal commission made
67 recommendations, and 8 of these related specifically
to electricity supply assets. The commission also
recommended that further analysis be conducted on
some aspects by an expert task force.
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Recommendation 27 was that all single-wire earth
return, or SWER, powerlines in Victoria should be
replaced with aerial-bundled cable, underground
cabling or another technology that would deliver
greatly reduced fire risk. This recommendation also
urged that the replacement program should be
completed in the areas of highest bushfire risk within
10 years and should continue in areas of lower bushfire
risk as the lines reach the end of their engineering lives.
The coalition was at that time in opposition but
accepted all the royal commission’s recommendations
lock, stock and barrel — no ifs and no buts — and
roundly criticised the then Labor government for
reserving its decision on some of the recommendations.
The bill comes into this chamber during, as I said, the
high point of the fire season and bears directly on the
safety of electricity powerlines and on the obligations
of the major electricity companies to report on their fire
management plans. The bill goes to the heart of the
matter: to keep the people, domesticated animals,
wildlife and plants protected against these intense fires
that the state, the nation and indeed the world will be
experiencing more frequently in the years to come as a
direct result of global warming.
The opposition, as we know, will not be opposing this
bill, even though it has some concerns that need to be
mentioned. The minister has stated that the bill will
improve the effectiveness and efficiency of regulatory
arrangements for the mitigation of bushfire risk in
relation to electricity assets. The bill amends the act so
that in declared areas local councils that manage public
land — not VicRoads — will be responsible for
keeping trees clear of electric lines. It also updates tree
clearance requirements and reduces the frequency with
which electricity companies submit their bushfire
mitigation plans.
The opposition has indicated clear concerns over this
last objective of the bill — that is, to reduce the
reporting frequency for bushfire mitigation plans.
Responsibility for clearing vegetation on public land
around powerlines sits with electricity distributors and
not with the managers of the land, and the minister’s
second-reading speech cites school councils and
committees of management. The bill amends the
Electricity Safety Act 1998 so that areas on the urban
fringe characterised by smaller subdivisions are no
longer treated by default as low bushfire risk. The
practical effect of all of this is that powerlines in such
areas will need to be inspected more often. I know this
will be welcomed by many communities across Eastern
Victoria Region, including the south-eastern fringe of
Melbourne.
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The opposition has, as I said, raised concerns about
lowering the reporting frequency for distributors’
bushfire mitigation plans. Currently, as we know, these
plans need to be lodged each year, but under the
provisions of this bill they will only need to be lodged
every five years. I took the opportunity to check the
bushfire mitigation plans of Jemena Electricity
Networks and SP AusNet. While I do not have
particular expertise in the area, it seems to me that
SP AusNet’s bushfire mitigation plan — I will not go
into the Jemena one now — is wide reaching. It covers
the preventive strategies, procedures and processes
within the distributor’s asset management system that
are used to monitor, investigate, report, analyse and
implement programs to mitigate the risk of fire ignition
associated with its supply networks.
The plan applies to all SP AusNet operations and
activities that could affect bushfire conditions, and it
extends to activities of all SP AusNet personnel, as well
as agents, consultants and contractors to the company
who are engaged in the operation and maintenance of
networks operated under the electricity safety
management scheme. The plan sets out its objectives,
how SP AusNet plans to assist fire control authorities in
investigating fires and its geographic responsibility,
which includes the Alpine National Park and the
Bunyip State Park in Eastern Victoria Region.
The plan also contains a diagrammatic representation of
the risk assessment model and sections on the general
maintenance and replacement program, together with
an extensive list of the separate areas that are regularly
checked, such as tower corrosion, anti-climb devices,
line hardware, insulators and conductors and ground
wire. The plan states that the system manages some
13 000 towers that are inspected by qualified
transmission linesmen whose training specifications are
also included in the plan.
This bushfire mitigation plan is no small thing, and I
share the concern that the opposition has already made
public over the government’s intention through this bill
to reduce the frequency of reporting on the plans to
once every five years. The coalition stated at the time of
the publication of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal
Commission final report that if it were elected to
government, it would implement every one of the royal
commission’s 67 recommendations.
The most recent report of the independent bushfires
royal commission implementation monitor, Neil
Comrie, of July last year revealed that the Napthine
government had failed to deliver on some key
recommendations. As the opposition pointed out at the
time, not one additional community fire refuge had
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been made available to any community as a last resort
shelter option, even though four were promised for
delivery by the 2012–13 fire season. The monitor’s
report also states that technological improvements to
standardising radio interconnectedness and fire
information systems would not be completed by the
start of the 2013–14 fire season, which is the season we
are in the middle of right now. Is any of this surprising
when the coalition cut some $45 million out of the
Country Fire Authority’s budget?
As I indicated in my remarks during the Black Saturday
debate this morning, at the end of this week many of us
will be attending commemoration services for the 2009
bushfires that killed 173 Victorians and laid much of
the state to waste. I know that everyone in this chamber
is deeply sensitive to the tragedy that befell the state in
February five years ago, and I simply say that while we
on this side understand that governing is not easy and
deadlines can be difficult to meet, it is our collective
duty as an opposition to hold the government to
account. The fact is that promises have not been kept,
and the coalition government needs to get on with it in
the interests of those Victorians who live in high
fire-risk parts of the state.
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — It gives me
great pleasure to speak on the Electricity Safety
Amendment (Bushfire Mitigation) Bill 2013 this
afternoon. I would have liked to have had the
opportunity to contribute to the motion this morning in
recognition of the fifth anniversary of Black Saturday
and the loss of 173 lives, but unfortunately I was not
able to do so. I want to contribute to the debate on this
bill because I have been involved in dealing with fires
all my life — although not, I am happy to say, dating
back to Black Friday in 1939. Mr Scheffer talked about
global warming, but in fact the temperatures and the
environment were very similar back in 1939 when there
were significant hot temperatures, similar to those seen
on Black Saturday, of 45 or 46 degrees. The wind
speeds were very similar to those on Black Friday in
1939, when 90 kilometre-an-hour northerly winds were
forecast.
While the argument of global warming may be used, it
is interesting what you see if you go back through the
records. Even in 1851 temperatures and conditions
during those significant fires were similar to the
conditions on 7 February 2009. It is a bit cheap to raise
the climate change ideology when discussing this bill
and debating motions like the one that was before the
house this morning, because similar weather patterns
have occurred for 100 years.

171

However, I am not here to talk about cheap political
points. I am here to talk about an important piece of
legislation that will hopefully keep Victorians safer in
the future. I am speaking to this bill because it is a good
piece of legislation that makes amendments that will
improve the effectiveness and efficiency of regulatory
arrangements for the mitigation of bushfire risk in
relation to electricity assets.
As I have just said, I suspect that all of us in this
chamber, as both government and non-government
members of Parliament representing our electorates and
regions, remember the horrifying effects of the 2009
Black Saturday fires, one of the causes of which was
fallen or clashing powerlines. In fact the 2009 Victorian
Bushfires Royal Commission indicated that the cause
of the fire at Kilmore East, where 120 lives were lost,
was a faulty power pole. While I am reluctant to say
more about that, because I understand there is a class
action before the courts in relation to the source of that
fire, I can say that this legislation is important given
that the primary reason for the fire in that locality
directly relates to the piece of legislation that we are
here to pass this afternoon.
I was also heavily involved in the Ash Wednesday
fires, where 75 lives were lost, trying to preserve my
own property and other property in the Otways. Again
temperatures during that fire were similar to the
conditions we saw on 7 February 2009.
This bill will tighten requirements to keep vegetation
clear of powerlines, which will reduce the risk of
powerlines starting bushfires. The bill also mitigates the
risk to urban land and increases preparedness for
periods of high bushfire danger. Unlike the Greens, and
sadly Mr Scheffer, who think that global warming or
the abolishment of the carbon tax are to blame for fires,
we understand the importance of controlled burn-offs in
the cooler months to prevent the build-up of fuel in the
summer months. The more fuel there is for a fire to
feed off, the longer and more severe it will be. This is
exactly what happened in Tasmania last year when the
farmers of Dunalley could not get a permit to burn off
excessive ground fuel on their properties because of the
Greens’ restrictions. It is the Greens’ continuing
opposition to properly managing the fuel loads in our
bush that has turned bushfires in recent times into
unstoppable infernos.
The 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission made
67 recommendations, all of which this government has
supported. Recommendations 24 to 34 refer to the
electricity infrastructure. As part of addressing these
recommendations the coalition government has pledged
$750 million to bushfire prevention programs;
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$200 million of that was announced last year to fund
upgrading powerlines in high-risk areas. Bushfire
mitigation standards will be increased to include more
frequent inspections of powerlines unless the relevant
fire authority assigns a fire hazard rating of low.
Currently the Electricity Safety Act 1998 provides that
managers of public land in urban areas, including
school councils and committees of management, are
responsible for clearing trees from electricity lines on
the public land. The bill will amend the act to clarify
that for managers of public land, such as school
councils and committees of management, distribution
companies will now have the responsibility for clearing
trees from electricity lines on the public land. Where
municipal councils currently have responsibility for
clearing trees from electricity lines on public land, there
is no change to these obligations as a result of these
amendments.
The effect overall is to avoid the confusion and
inefficiencies associated with having a multitude of
land managers undertaking small-scale tree clearing
activities. The bill will also transfer the responsibility
for electric line clearance from VicRoads to the
distribution companies. This will avoid the current
uncertainty associated with determining whether or not
VicRoads established a plantation and is therefore
responsible under the Electricity Safety Act 1998 for
tree clearing on that plantation.
Currently distribution and transmission companies must
submit annual bushfire mitigation plans to Energy Safe
Victoria for its approval. In order to reduce the
administrative burden, the bill amends this requirement,
making bushfire mitigation plans valid for five years
rather than one. The distribution or transmission
companies will be required to make summaries of these
plans available to the public. However, companies will
be required to advise Energy Safe Victoria of any
substantive changes to their plans during the five-year
period and lodge revised plans if necessary, just as they
must do now for electricity safety management
schemes.
I have some sympathy with Mr Scheffer’s views in
relation to the quite long five-year period for these
plans, but as I understand it, Energy Safe Victoria can
request the revision or review of those plans at any time
it is so disposed. I do get some comfort from the fact
that Energy Safe Victoria is able to require a distributor
to revise its bushfire mitigation plan within the
five-year period. Similarly a distributor must keep its
bushfire mitigation plan up to date and resubmit it to
Energy Safe Victoria, having regard to changing
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hazards or risks. I hope that also gives Mr Scheffer
some comfort in relation to that requirement.
Before I go to the next point, I will make some
comments on Mr Scheffer’s contribution. On the
powerline replacement fund, as I said, up to
$200 million has been allocated to replace distribution
business-owned bare-wire high-voltage powerlines and
privately owned bare-wire overhead electric lines in
high bushfire-risk areas. The undergrounding of private
overhead electric lines (POELs) in the highest
consequence risk areas within the Otway Ranges —
where I come from — the Dandenong Ranges and the
Warburton district began in 2013. To date five have
already been put underground and a target of a further
170 is to be completed by the end of this financial year.
It is anticipated also that through the 10-year program
all of Victoria’s remaining approximately
1200 bare-wire private overhead electric lines will be
placed underground, so ridding the state of this
potential risk. Under the program 12 distribution
business high-voltage projects have been commissioned
to proceed to detailed design. Collectively those
projects will seek to remove approximately
70 kilometres of bare wire, costing an estimated
$26 million.
It is anticipated that next month the electricity
distribution businesses will begin construction works
on the first of those major projects in the Dandenong
Ranges and the Otway Ranges. They will be replaced
with aerial bundled insulated cables and underground
conductors, consistent with the recommendations of the
bushfires royal commission. It is anticipated also that
by July six high-voltage projects will be completed,
removing approximately 23 kilometres of bare wire
from high-consequence bushfire-risk areas. It is
anticipated also that in this financial year $12 million
will be spent on the important POEL and high-voltage
infrastructure safety upgrades, with a further
$16.5 million to be spent in the 2014–15 financial year.
In addition, $500 million is being invested in electrical
asset protection and control equipment.
Currently electricity distribution businesses are
installing new generation automatic circuit reclosers
(ACRs) on the single wire earth return lines, the SWER
lines that Mr Scheffer spoke about, and the multiwire
powerlines across rural and regional Victoria.
Mr Leane interjected.
Mr RAMSAY — Yes, Mr Leane. As I said, the
SWER lines are going underground as we speak — and
a further 170 are targeted within this year. Also, of an
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estimated 1300 SWER ACRs, 500 new generation
devices have been installed in the two main rural
distribution networks, with installations focused on the
high bushfire-risk areas. Compared to older
technologies, these new generation devices are able to
be remotely controlled so that the operational settings
can be changed on high fire-risk days and therefore be
able to meet the environmental conditions in a timely
and efficient manner. This means that fault currents can
be reduced and the potential for actual fires can be
significantly reduced by remotely setting the ACR
more sensitively, based on the actual load on the
powerline on any given day. The ACR reaction time
can also be shortened so that the current is switched off
more quickly, and the number of reclose attempts can
be reduced to limit the risk of electricity arcs causing
bushfire ignition.
Under existing safety management programs, the
electricity distribution businesses are also installing
new generation ACRs on 22-kilovolt powerlines. To
date approximately 300 of the new ACRs have been
installed. This vital work has been embraced by the
electricity distribution businesses.
Under the powerline bushfire safety program a
$10 million research and development program to
identify and create cost-effective risk-reduction
technologies and procedures is being overseen. One
such technology currently under investigation is the
rapid earth fault current limiter (REFCL). As the name
suggests, this device rapidly limits energy release in
certain types of powerline faults on multiwire — not
SWER — powerlines. In a world-first trial to
commence in Frankston in late March, experts will be
testing to determine whether the REFCL can play a key
role in suppressing arc-induced bushfire ignition from
wire-to-earth faults on 22-kilovolt powerlines.
Good work is being done in the research area to try to
reduce ignition from our electricity assets, and good
work is being done also in response to the
67 recommendations of the bushfires royal
commission, to which this government has committed
fully.
In closing, I take the opportunity to mention quickly the
significant fires in my region over the past month. I
cannot reiterate often enough the importance of fire
prevention and management. This bill deals in part with
matters relating to bushfire mitigation — that is, in
relation to electrical assets. In my electorate we have
also seen a substantial investment in fire stations, fire
appliances and safety equipment for our hardworking
Country Fire Authority volunteers. On behalf of the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, Minister
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Wells, I have been lucky enough to have participated in
a number of announcements on new fire stations and
new fire appliances across my electorate. There has
been good feedback and support from those
communities where fire services are being updated.
Just two weeks ago I was with the Premier and Minister
Wells in the hamlet of Blackwood to open a new fire
station which incorporates a world-first fire refuge.
While it is a refuge of last resort, the opening was
welcome news for that community. For the information
of anyone who has been to Blackwood, it is nestled in
quite significant forestation.
The issue I want to bring to the attention of the house as
part of my contribution to the debate on this bill is that
considerable concern was expressed about the lack of
mobile phone coverage. That was concerning not only
the community in Blackwood, obviously, but also
people in areas such as Dereel, where last year they also
had significant fires, and the Rokewood area, where
there are black spots. I call on the federal government to
ensure that as it goes through its review process
Blackwood be under consideration as part of its
$100 million black spot funding initiative. I know that
my parliamentary colleague Mrs Millar, who in fact
joined me at Blackwood and will now be going through
a redistribution in her Northern Victoria Region, has
been a strong advocate for fire services not only in her
region but also for Blackwood and the Blackwood
region so that they are part of the discussions on the
black spot funding initiative announced by the federal
government.
Lastly, I take this opportunity to thank the fire
services — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Pennicuik) —
Order! Unfortunately, the member’s time has expired.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I will
be very brief, as the previous three speakers have gone
through all the technicalities of this bill. The Greens
support the bill, but I want to take up one point that
Mr Ramsay raised when he said that it is the Greens
who stop burning of vegetation or clean-ups. It is my
understanding that it is the Department of Environment
and Primary Industries, the Country Fire Authority or a
council that issue the permits. If Mr Ramsay would like
to give me evidence of a Greens-dominated council
anywhere in regional areas that has stopped that work
being done, I am more than happy to discuss it, but he
should remember that it is actually the Department of
Environment and Primary Industries and the Country
Fire Authority that issues the permits, not the Greens.
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Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — In speaking
on this particular piece of legislation, I indicate that I
am gobsmacked that government members, after
committing to implementing all the bushfires royal
commission recommendations lock, stock and barrel,
can come in here and say, ‘We’re committed to
consultation, white papers and committees’. If the
government had committed to implementing those
recommendations lock, stock and barrel, there would
not have been consultations, there would not have been
white papers and there would not have been
committees. There would have been tenders to
underground all the single wire earth return cables
which the government promised to underground.
The Premier at the time, John Brumby, said that was a
recommendation his government could not fully
commit to because of the expense. It would not have
cost $200 million over 10 years but billions of dollars to
underground those particular cables. The Premier at the
time was up-front and honest, unlike the opposition at
that time. The then Leader of the Opposition, the
member for Hawthorn in the other place, Mr Baillieu,
said the opposition would commit to all the
recommendations and that there was no reason why it
could not. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition at that
time said the opposition would implement all the
recommendations, lock, stock and barrel, which is
simply not possible.
In their contributions government members have talked
about bushfires not being reduced to cheap political
point-scoring, but that is what happened before the last
election. Members of the coalition, some who became
the leaders of the government, said they would
implement the bushfires royal commission’s
recommendations, lock, stock and barrel. This
legislation and the recent chest beating of the
government comes nowhere near it at all, so we do not
want to hear government members talk about cheap
political point-scoring on the subject of bushfires ever
again, because its record in that regard is a disgrace.
What the coalition did in 2010 is a disgrace. To have
said that it would implement all the recommendations
was a lie.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I was not
intending to speak on this bill, because Ms Hartland
covered the matters adequately, until I heard a
government member deliver against my party a filthy
slander that we were responsible for the Dunalley
bushfire in Tasmania. Let me put a few things on the
record, and I am quoting directly from the Tasmanian
Greens leader, Nick McKim, who said:
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The Greens strongly support fuel reduction burns as a vital
tool for protecting lives and property. This includes all land
tenures, from private land to national parks and other
reserves.
This has been a clear and longstanding policy, which we have
backed up consistently with action to strengthen fuel load
management practices in Tasmania.
This has included securing an additional and recurrent $16
million allocation to the Parks and Wildlife Service in the
2010–11 state budget for the vital role it plays in reserve
management, including fuel reduction burns.
The Greens also supported a contingency payment to Forestry
Tasmania last year, to help fund non-commercial functions
that include fuel load management.
…
Those media commentators and others who have claimed
Greens do not support fuel reduction are simply playing
opportunistic politics with a tragedy.

That is exactly what has been on display here today.
Directed, I think, at Mr Scheffer was a statement that he
was engaged in a cheap shot by stating a simple
reality — that is, that global warming has increased fire
weather. If members have a problem with that
statement, they might like to look at the Country Fire
Authority’s latest discussion paper where it talks about
the operating environment it faces now and which it
expects to face in the future. There are several pages in
that document devoted to the exact same matter
highlighted by Mr Scheffer, and that is, the Country
Fire Authority says, that the fire operating environment
it is experiencing now is exacerbated as a result of
climate change — present tense. If the member has any
specific knowledge of the Dunalley fire, the source of
ignition, the fuel history of the area and the progress of
the fire, he might like to front that material to this
chamber.
A good friend of mine, a lifelong friend of mine, lost
her house in the Dunalley fire. Meeting her recently in
Melbourne, I went through the whole experience with
her. I find it offensive to hear a member in this place
making a statement that my political party is directly
responsible for a particular fire. I will have more to say
about this matter as time goes on.
Over the weekend I visited the Grampians fire area to
observe the recovery taking place there. I met a dozen
or more people, some of whom lost houses, some of
whom defended their houses, some of whom wisely
evacuated and whose houses nevertheless survived,
some of those responsible for organising evacuation,
some of those responsible for the operation of recovery
centres. They all have a great deal of knowledge and
experience with the fire environment there after
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experiencing fire, flood and fire in almost as many
years, I believe I was given a clear message by those
people that they wanted me to deliver back to this
Parliament.
The message is that mobile phone communications are
sorely lacking on the western and northern side of the
Grampians, which of course I could observe for myself
while travelling through the area. That is a major
priority for them because they recognise that fires like
this are coming more frequently and with more
severity. Those fighting the fires said that the fires were
the most severe and, in terms of behaviour, the most
extreme that they had ever experienced. That is not
surprising coming at the end of Victoria’s hottest year
on record with the region in rainfall deficit and after a
string of hot days in January that broke all records.
These are all the classic features of fire weather. It is a
simple matter of the laws of physics combining to
create extreme fire weather. Of course fuel is required
to make a fire burn.
The Grampians region has been not only burnt
excessively a number of times in the last decade but
also has had extensive fuel reduction. There is a point
where the impact of varying fuel loads becomes
completely overwhelmed and dwarfed by the impact of
fire weather. Members can read about this in the report
of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission. It
is the severity, the speed, the frequency and the span of
fire weather across the year that is making it so
dangerous and wearing for people who live in these
environments.
Simon Ramsay wrote a letter to the newspaper about a
week after the fires, which I read. It quite rightly
complimented all those who had been involved, praised
the effective response and thanked the many volunteers
who had worked together to fight the fire and aid the
fire recovery efforts, but that seemed to be as far as it
went from that particular government member. Having
spoken about this issue on country radio, I now come
into the Parliament and hear members belatedly talking
about mobile phone coverage. I would like to
congratulate the federal government on its commitment
to establish a $100-million fund to address mobile
phone coverage black spots. That is certainly a good
election promise. The local members from the Liberal
Party and The Nationals need to come together to
develop a set of priorities to identify which mobile
phone black spots need to be put forward to the federal
government.
I heard the Assistant Treasurer in question time
yesterday say that the government had been identifying
mobile black spots throughout rural and regional
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Victoria. I can identify them for the minister prettily
easily, as can most members of the community. In fact
members can look at Telstra’s map of mobile black
spots, but of course the map is barely worth the paper it
is printed on. It shows patchy coverage in Laharum in
the north-west of the Grampians. I can assure members
that you get no coverage in Laharum except for one
brief moment if you stand on top of one particular hill.
In Wartook there is no coverage, and the map seems to
accurately reflect that. We already know where the
black spots are.
It is necessary in a political sense for the Victorian
government and its coalition MPs to put forward a set
of priorities for Victoria. Having looked at this issue for
a while, it is my opinion that priority should be given to
areas with a high fire danger and high natural hazard
danger; areas that attract a lot of international tourists,
who of course do not understand much about our
environment, get into all sorts of mishaps and are not
aware that their mobile phone may not work for them;
and areas with a considerable population of people
living in fire-prone areas. I would like to see the
representatives of these areas — western Victoria,
eastern Victoria, north-eastern Victoria and East
Gippsland — come together and come up with some
bids that have a good rationale behind them and put
them to the federal government.
Instead we are being asked to take part in this current
exercise where we write submissions to some hokey
discussion paper that the federal government has put
out which says, ‘Tell us how you think this program
should be designed and tendered for’. I am sorry. I have
no doubt there will be a large number of submissions
received by the deadline of 28 February, but they will
not be about how Canberra bureaucrats should best
design a tendering process. They will be about why the
priority should be for their own area. Obviously
$100 million will not go very far across the whole of
Australia. Victoria should get a fair share of that
money.
Mr Drum — 25 per cent.
Mr BARBER — It may be 25 per cent, as Mr Drum
says, but even a few million would be enough to
address our three worst black spots in the north-east, the
west and the east. It will require members of The
Nationals and perhaps the Independent federal member,
Cathy McGowan, to sit down with the government and
put these priorities together, and ideally, if other
political parties get behind it as well, we could have a
multipartisan way forward. If not, I fear that in the
multiplicity of different requests and the competing
interests of Liberals, Nationals, independents and other
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political groupings, Victoria might get nothing, or it
might not get what it deserves based on the
evidence-based analysis. That is critical and it is
something that we can achieve before the state
government has to face an election.
It is essential that ministers from the
telecommunications area — I am looking at
Mr Rich-Phillips — from the emergency services area
and from the regional development area come together
to develop a whole-of-government response. They
should sort out their coalition politics between them and
come up with a Victorian submission to the federal
review that says these are the priorities we have put
forward and this is why we think they need to be
urgently addressed.
I had hoped debate on this bill would not be about
picking at old wounds, taking cheap political shots and
the rest of it. Certainly from the way Ms Hartland dealt
with it in her contribution and on the fifth anniversary
of Black Saturday I thought we had all moved beyond
that. We had a consensus about the necessary policies.
We have a bushfires royal commission implementation
monitor in the form of Neil Comrie, who is making
recommendations. But some people just cannot help
themselves. There are some members in this place who
cannot help themselves; they want to get in a rabbit
punch somewhere behind the back lines when they
think nobody is watching.
Communities that are recovering from a bushfire —
and I include in that the people who experienced the
bushfires five years ago and those who experienced one
two weeks ago — in many ways are still living on that
hair-trigger feeling of fight or flight. Anybody who
goes through the experience of running for their lives
from a bushfire or staying around to protect their home
has that experience and it plays out in different ways. I
could see it in the eyes of the people that I met in the
Grampians last weekend.
I did not raise this during this morning’s debate on the
commemoration of Black Saturday but I do raise it
now. The best memorial we can give to those who died
and those who suffered is to work in a constructive way
in this Parliament to ensure that the right measures are
put in place to lessen the impacts of these tragedies.
That is still a very much alive and widening debate. In
this place at least we should be able to trade ideas and
alternatives rather than relying on misinformation and
cheap clichés that were thrown around here earlier by
one member and have been around over many years.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I just want make a couple of points in

Thursday, 6 February 2014

response to some of the contributions from members.
First of all, I want to thank all those who have
contributed to the debate for the generally positive way
in which the debate has been conducted.
Ms Hartland — Most of us.
Hon. P. R. HALL — Yes, it is a very serious issue
that is particularly relevant today as we acknowledge
the fifth anniversary of the bushfires of February 2009.
This an important issue. Indeed there is a connection
because many of the matters contained in the Electricity
Safety Amendment (Bushfire Mitigation) Bill 2013
arise from recommendations of the royal commission
following those 2009 fires. Although the bill covers a
number of areas, most members commented on
powerlines and their influence on bushfires. Members
commented about the lack of progress on some of those
associated issues and recommendations regarding
powerlines in bushfire-prone areas. I am sure the
Minister for Energy and Resources would be happy to
respond to inquiries about progress on a number of
those recommendations. He has given me some
material which would take me some time to put on the
record, and would be beyond the time available for me
to respond to this debate.
Let me just say first of all in brief that the powerline
bushfire safety program is the Victorian government’s
$750 million response to recommendations 27 and 32
from the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission.
It is a 10-year program that is focused on initiatives to
significantly decrease the risk of powerlines causing
catastrophic bushfires. There are a number of
subprograms within that program: the powerline
replacement program; the Powerline Replacement
Fund, which has over $200 million allocated to it;
network assets — about $500 million towards that
particular area; the local infrastructure fund, up to
$40 million; research and development, up to
$10 million; and also areas in network operations.
There are a number of subprograms to address those
particular recommendations. It is a 10-year program
because there are quite a number of powerlines and
issues that the royal commission identified as needing
to be addressed.
I would encourage members who want to know further
details of what I have just described briefly to write to
the Minister for Energy and Resources, who I am sure
would be happy to supply them with a report on the
progress being made in implementing those
recommendations of the royal commission. Again, I
thank members for their contributions and their
indicated support for this piece of legislation.
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was all a part of it. But very little has been reported
about the activities of this task force. I understand its
major objective was to develop a food strategy that
positioned Victoria’s food and agriculture industries as
Asia’s food bowl. Given that our food industry has
been placed under further stress by the closure of SPC
Ardmona’s cannery, I ask the minister to give me an
update as to when the task force will complete its food
strategy. I also ask the Premier to inform me what other
activities and initiatives this task force has been
undertaking.

Membership

Mobile phone coverage

Motion agreed to.
Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Eideh) —
Order! The President has received the following letter
from the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly:
I formally tender my resignation from the Economic
Development, Infrastructure and Outer Suburban/Interface
Services Committee, effective immediately.
This resignation is due to my being elected Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly.

Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — By
leave, I move:
That —
1.

Mr Elsbury be discharged from the environment and
planning legislation and references committees and be
appointed to the legal and social issues legislation and
references committees; and

2.

Mrs Peulich be discharged from the legal and social
issues legislation and references committees and be
appointed as a participating member of the legal and
social issues legislation and references committees; and

3.
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Mr Ronalds be appointed to the environment and
planning legislation and references committees.

Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Food task force
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
I raise a matter for the attention of the Premier
concerning the food task force that the government
announced on 14 June last year. Since the
announcement of this task force very little has occurred,
with the exception of a trip being made to China and
Japan. I am not being critical of that trip; I am sure it

Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — The
federal government went to the last election with a
policy of creating a $100 million fund to address
mobile phone coverage black spots. A discussion paper
on how that program will operate and what model may
be used for ultimately delivering the works has been
established on the federal Department of
Communications website, with submissions due
28 February.
As a result of visiting the Grampians area and learning
a bit more about the recovery from the Grampians
bushfires I was told by many, many people — in fact I
would say across the board, unanimously — that the
biggest issue they faced before, during and after the
fires was the lack of communication about what was
happening because in one of the most affected areas,
being the Wartook Valley and nearby Laharum, mobile
phone coverage is minimal to non-existent.
This necessitates a whole-of-government response from
the state of Victoria, bringing in all ministers who have
information and perspectives to bring to bear, including
emergency services, regional development, ICT
responsibilities and for that matter tourism, to develop
some priorities to put in a submission that can then be
forwarded to the federal review. A good evidence base
is required in order to determine a priority list of which
particular black spots should be corrected and in what
order.
I was away at the time of the fires. In fact I was
climbing on Mount Kenya, where my trekking guides
were getting mobile phone coverage the whole time. It
seems to be a case of the lack of mobile phone coverage
being a First World problem. The Third World seems
to have got it right; it is here in Australia where we are
still lacking. That may have something to do with the
ill-advised privatisation of Telstra, but whatever the
case may be we now have to address these black spots.
Telstra and other providers are willing to do so if
someone else pays to prop up their business case. We
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are looking for a fair share of the $100 million for
Victoria. I hope the Premier will coordinate a
whole-of-government submission to the federal review
before 28 February.

W. L. J. Crofts Reserve
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I wish to raise
a matter for the attention of the Minister for Sport and
Recreation, Mr Delahunty. It has to be said at the
beginning of my contribution that I am a tragic of the
Australian football variety. I love the footy. I want to
bring to the attention of the minister a need in the
western suburbs of Melbourne related to football.
It stems from a visit that Mr Elsbury and I made to
W. L. J. Crofts Reserve in Altona North not so long ago
with Shane Sexton from the Western Jets Football
Club; Andy Collins, who is the Williamstown Victorian
Football League team coach and former Tiger
champion; and Bob Tregear, who is the CEO of the
Western Region Football League. The W. L. J. Crofts
Reserve in Altona North is the home of the Western
Jets Football Club in the TAC Cup. It is home to the
Williamstown Superules Football Club and also the
Altona North Cricket Club. The Williamstown Football
Club in the Victorian Football League also uses it for
limited training. The Western Region Football League
uses it for senior and junior finals series, so as I said,
the reserve is well used by any understanding of the
word.
However, it also has to be said that the facilities at
W. L. J. Crofts Reserve have seen better days. They are
dilapidated and in desperate need of an update. In fact
they are in desperate need of a major upgrade. This is
where a proposal has been put forward, which I find
very attractive: the proposal is to build new unisex
umpire change rooms because we now often have
female umpires umpiring games. The proposal is also
to expand the unisex change rooms. There will be a
new gymnasium and public toilets. Currently there are
no external toilets at the ground. One cannot begin to
imagine how appalling that must be. A new scoreboard
will be built, as well as coaches boxes, sealed car
parks — currently the car parks are gravel — and an
expanded community room.
The proposal will allow for women’s football,
multicultural football and additional use by schools. It
is all about maximising use and enhancing the
community asset that we have at W. L. J. Crofts
Reserve. I am asking the minister to accompany me on
a visit to W. L. J. Crofts Reserve so he is able to see
what the community is currently dealing with and see in
his mind’s eye the potential of this proposal. I ask that
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the minister accompany me as soon as is humanly
possible.

Ringwood railway station
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is directed to the Minister for
Public Transport, Mr Mulder. I start by complimenting
him on the action that was taken after I raised an
adjournment matter late last year calling for lifts to be
put back into the plan for the Ringwood train station.
Similarly, in relation to the Mitcham train station
project there were calls by the community and
opposition MPs for lifts to be put back into the plans.
This has happened, but unfortunately the lifts will not
be installed until six months after the recent reopening
of Mitcham train station. The action I seek from the
minister is that he let the community know if the lifts
that are part of the Ringwood train station project will
be available at the opening of the new train station or
whether the lifts will be installed at a later date.

Telephone scams
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The matter I wish to raise is for the attention of the
Minister for Consumer Affairs, who is typically the
minister who takes responsibility for investigating
scams.
Mr Finn — Talking about global warming again?
Mrs PEULICH — Mr Finn, there are many scams
we have to contend with; regrettably this one is a little
more targeted. The Minister for Consumer Affairs may
well need to work with the Minister for Multicultural
Affairs and Citizenship and also liaise with the
Australian Taxation Office, because this scam seems to
be focusing on the elderly and multicultural population.
I had heard of this scam before, but it hit close to home
this week when my mother was contacted by
telephone — a message was left on her voicemail — by
someone supposedly from the Australian Taxation
Office. The person advised my mother that she was
entitled to a $7000 refund but that to claim the refund
she would need to phone a 02 telephone number and
quote the reference number provided. A friend called
the number in question, and when she gave the
reference number she was put through to an account
manager. At this point the friend said she was calling
on behalf of my mother and the call was immediately
disconnected.
Following further investigation by my office it appears
this scam is being operated on a broad basis. Most
people who know how the Australian Taxation Office
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works would see it for what it is, but my concern is that
people who are more vulnerable — the elderly and
those who have language difficulties, who perhaps lack
knowledge of Australian Taxation Office procedures —
may be taken in. I do not know what would have
happened if my mother or a similar person had made
that call and spoken to the so-called account manager.
My point in raising this adjournment matter is that our
more vulnerable citizens seem to be being targeted, and
we need to somehow spread the word of caution to
those at greater risk that this is not the usual business
practice of the Australian Taxation Office. There is
clearly a need to get information to multicultural
communities, especially those with an older
demographic, to make sure they are aware of these
scams and are not taken in by them. The public needs to
see them for what they are. I look forward to the
opportunity to draw this issue to the attention of the
general public.

Grampians bushfires
Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — As we pause
to remember the tragedy of the Black Saturday
bushfires nearly five years ago, I raise an adjournment
matter for the Minister for Education in relation to the
more recent bushfires that tragically affected the
Grampians area in my western Victoria electorate. I
seek information from the minister as to any assistance
his department may be able to provide to schools and
school camp centres in the northern Grampians shire,
including Halls Gap, that were affected by the recent
bushfires.
The fires in mid-January burnt about 50 000 hectares,
including farmland, and 10 dwellings. I travelled
through the affected areas, including Halls Gap,
Brimpaen, Wartook, Laharum and the Stawell recovery
centre with the federal member for Mallee, Mr Andrew
Broad, and the mayor of Northern Grampians Shire
Council, Cr Kevin Erwin, shortly after the blazes were
contained.
The settlements of Wartook and Roses Gap were
among those affected by the fires, and unfortunately the
Roses Gap Recreation Centre was badly damaged by
fire. According to reports, 50 per cent of the buildings
were lost. This adventure school camp caters for school
groups looking to experience outdoor activities,
whether for an overnight stay or a week. Schools find
the camp beneficial for their students and return year
after year. I quote from the testimonials on its website:
Our camp to Roses Gap is the highlight of the year for staff
and students.
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… The Roses Gap Recreation Centre staff understand the
needs of large school groups and go out of their way … to
make the week enjoyable and comfortable for students and
teachers alike.

In a further blow the owners of the business, Drew and
Melissa Sutherland, lost their home in the blaze. There
was also a tragic loss of life in the Roses Gap area. As
members can imagine, the centre relies for its revenue
on forward bookings by school groups. Drew and
Melissa are determined to rebuild it, but it is too soon to
put a time line on it as they await insurance
assessments.
I believe that primary schools at Laharum and Halls
Gap were also under threat. Fortunately, as this was
prior to the start of the school year, no evacuations were
required. However, I believe that these schools, like
many in rural areas, rely on tank water, so
contamination may pose a health risk as the school term
begins.
Many businesses in Halls Gap were also affected by the
2006 bushfires and the flooding in 2010 and 2011. It is
an area that is very resilient, however, and the
businesses and tourism operators at Halls Gap remain
open for business. I encourage all Victorians to
continue to enjoy the experience of the Grampians and
look after those important tourism operators, albeit at
present there are some changed experiences and areas
that are not open. One important initiative of a business
operator, supported by Parks Victoria, was an
alternative bus shuttle in the Mount William area, and
other initiatives will occur. I look forward to the
minister’s advice about the important information I
seek.

Responses
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — Mr Somyurek raised a matter for the
attention of the Premier with respect to the food task
force and an update on its work, and I will pass that on
to the Premier.
Mr Barber raised a matter for the attention of the
Premier with respect to the commonwealth
government’s $100 million mobile coverage program.
This is a matter I spoke about in the house yesterday.
Mr Barber sought the Premier’s undertaking that the
government would make a whole-of-government
submission by 28 February to the discussion paper on
the mobile coverage program, and I advise Mr Barber
that the government is preparing a
whole-of-government submission. I assure Mr Barber
that work on that submission started long before he
raised it in the adjournment debate, and it encompasses
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emergency services input. We have sought input from
local communities and local government as to their
specifically identified black spots and also from the
Department of State Development, Business and
Innovation.
The objectives of the Victorian government in making a
submission to that program are not only to highlight
where the mobile black spots are but also to maximise
Victoria’s share of benefit from the program. As
Mr Barber would appreciate, having seen the discussion
paper, there are a number of models set down as to how
the $100 million will be committed, the type of
infrastructure rollout that will take place and the way in
which the infrastructure may or may not be shared
between carriers. The Victorian government is working
with the commonwealth not only through the
submission but also in separate discussions and is
seeking to maximise the return and coverage for
Victoria through that program.
Mr Finn raised a matter for the attention of the Minister
for Sport and Recreation with respect to W. L. J. Crofts
Reserve and a ministerial visit, and I will pass that on.
Mr Leane raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Public Transport with respect to the
Ringwood station upgrade and the provision of lifts,
and I will pass that on to the Minister for Public
Transport.
Mrs Peulich raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Consumer Affairs with respect to the latest
consumer scam of people purporting to represent the
Australian Taxation Office and engaging Victorian
citizens with the idea of bogus refunds. I will pass that
on to the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
Mr O’Brien raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Education with respect to fire-affected
communities in his region of western Victoria,
specifically the Roses Gap Recreation Centre adventure
school camp. I will pass that on to the Minister for
Education.
I have written responses to adjournment matters raised
by Mr Lenders on 26 June 2013, Ms Darveniza on
17 October 2013, Mr Finn on 12 November 2013,
Mrs Coote and Mr Lenders on 27 November 2013,
Mr Lenders and Ms Mikakos on 28 November 2013
and Ms Crozier on 11 December 2013.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Eideh) —
Order! The house now stands adjourned.
House adjourned 4.33 p.m. until Tuesday,
18 February.
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WRITTEN ADJOURNMENT RESPONSES
Responses have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the
appropriate ministers.

Tuesday, 4 February 2014
Water: authority dividends
Raised with:

Treasurer

Raised by:

Mr Lenders

Raised on:

20 June 2012

REPLY:
The dividends from the metropolitan water businesses were set out in the 2012–13 Annual Financial Report on
page 69, and in the water corporations’ annual reports.

Moonee Valley Racecourse: development
Raised with:

Minister for Planning

Raised by:

Ms Hartland

Raised on:

6 February 2013

REPLY:
On 6 December 2012, I agreed to appoint an advisory committee to provide advice to both myself and Moonee
Valley City Council on all relevant matters associated with the proposed redevelopment of the racecourse,
including the master plan, heritage matters and the draft planning scheme amendments. At the same time I sought
comments from Moonee Valley Racing Club and council on the draft Terms of Reference. Both parties provided
their comments together with comments from Save Moonee Ponds and Moonee Ponds Central School. All
comments were taken into consideration prior to the approval of the final Terms of Reference on 19 March 2013.
The advisory committee commenced its public hearing on 2 October 2013. All submitters were given an
opportunity to be heard at the public hearing and I understand both Save Moonee Ponds and other local residents
were heard by the advisory committee.
The Napthine coalition government is committed to a fair and o pen process with input sought from all relevant
parties.
The public hearing concluded on 24 October 2013 and the advisory committee is required to submit its report to
both myself and council by 19 December.

Barwon Health residential aged-care facilities
Raised with:

Minister for Ageing

Raised by:

Ms Tierney

Raised on:

18 September 2013

REPLY:
The residential aged care sector is regulated by the commonwealth government, which requires all approved
providers to have appropriately qualified staff with the right mix of skills to meet residents’ needs.
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Barwon Health as a public sector provider is also required to roster nursing staff at Wallace Lodge and Alan David
Lodge under nurse to patient ratios, in accordance with the Nurses and Midwives (Victorian Public Health Sector)
Enterprise Agreement 2012-2016.
I am advised that Barwon Health is committed to staffing at the mandated levels of the enterprise agreement. I am
further advised that the health service has made recent investments in improving technology, infrastructure and
nursing practices at its residential aged care facilities.
Individual health services make their own decisions regarding public health service delivery. The particular
initiative outlined in the budget Update of December 2012 to reallocate a number of public sector places to
non-government providers applies to metropolitan areas only.

Protective services officers
Raised with:

Minister for Police and Emergency Services

Raised by:

Mrs Coote

Raised on:

29 October 2013

REPLY:
In delivering on the government’s commitment to improve public safety, PSOs are being deployed to rail stations
to address crime, violence and anti-social behaviour, and to improve perceptions of safety for commuters across the
rail network. As part of their important role, PSOs actively patrol rail station car parks. If a commuter requires an
escort to his or her car in a rail station car park, I am pleased to note that PSOs are available to provide this service,
where circumstances permit. This is just one of the ways in which PSOs are improving safety on the rail network
and delivering benefits for Victorian commuters.

Ambulance services
Raised with:

Minister for Health

Raised by:

Ms Darveniza

Raised on:

30 October 2013

REPLY:
At the 2010 election, the coalition promised to deliver 310 additional paramedics and 30 patient transport officers.
Rollout of these new paramedics continues on-schedule, with new staff already providing an extra 41 new services,
with 20 more still to come. The 30 new patient transport officers are already deployed, along with 10 new MICA
single responder units in rural and regional Victoria.
The Victorian coalition government has committed a record $662 million to Ambulance Victoria in 2013-14. This
is a 17.2 per cent increase in funding since 2009-10.
Since coming to government, the coalition has added 465 paramedics state-wide. This record increase in
paramedics has seen the number of shifts across the state increase by 28 598.
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Reg Geary House
Raised with:

Minister for Ageing

Raised by:

Ms Mikakos

Raised on:

30 October 2013

REPLY:
The Chief Executive of Western Health has advised me that the board had made a decision to progress the closure
of Reg Geary House. Under Victoria’s devolved governance model, individual health services make their own
decisions regarding public health service delivery.
I have every faith that the Western Health board has made decisions in the best interests of their community.
As I said previously I have spoken to the CEO, Professor Cockram, and she informs me that satisfactory alternative
accommodation will be found for each resident and that every member of staff will be offered alternative
employment within Western Health.
I have requested that Western Health keep my office informed as this matter progresses.

Suicide prevention
Raised with:

Minister for Mental Health

Raised by:

Mr Ondarchie

Raised on:

31 October 2013

REPLY:
I am saddened to hear of the death of a friend of the Member for the Northern Metropolitan region and
Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier, Mr Ondarchie.
Preventing suicide is a complex issue. Suicide can involve individual self-efficacy, psychiatric issues, significant
life transitions or change, and social and cultural factors. Prediction of long term risk of suicide is complicated
because the evidence shows that suicidal behaviour is influenced by factors that can’t be predicted such as loss of
support, business losses, medical conditions and the exacerbation of severe psychiatric symptoms.
Since coming to government the coalition has been determined to improve the infrastructure and services dedicated
to this significant community issue. Last year we spent approximately $1.2 billion on the treatment or prevention of
mental illness and mental healthcare through both inpatient and community-based services. Indeed, since coming to
government we have invested in more than 420 new or redeveloped beds. These beds provide specialised and
specific care to those suffering mental ill-health and our investment in them is recognition of their value in
providing a response to people struggling with mental illness.
While the infrastructure is a critical part of our response to these issues so is the ability for people to seek support
and information. The government invests close to $1 million each year in Victoria’s suicide helpline, SuicideLine
while additional funding of $500 000 to LifeLine has enabled Lifeline to respond to an additional 12 000 calls. The
government has also committed $1 million over four years to GriefLine for that organisation to continue its work.
The state government has also been a strong supporter of the work of Beyondblue, providing approximately
$3.5 million per annum for its depression, anxiety and suicide prevention initiatives and research.
The government is also partnering with providers of services in this area to ensure we continue to strive to improve
how we deliver services. For example, the coalition government has made a $6 million investment in the
organisation headspace. This investment includes $4 million in capital funding as well as $2 million for selected
services over four years.
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We have been particularly pleased to support the School Support Casey/Cardinia Community Initiative, where
funding will allow headspace to provide intensive support in up to 12 secondary schools and TAFES in the area
that have been impacted on significantly by youth suicide in recent years. Under the initiative school communities
will be provided with a range of services, including screening and well-being assessments, early intervention
programs and clinical back-up, resilience programs for students and their families, and training for school staff.
The Victorian government is also recommissioning mental health community support services to establish more
individualised client support packages and to target services to those people most in need.
Finally, in 2014 the government has committed to delivering a community-wide suicide prevention statement. The
statement will acknowledge the issue and be accompanied by practical information about support available for
people who are experiencing extreme psychological distress and suicidal behaviour.
I would encourage anyone who is experiencing suicidal thoughts to go to their general practitioner or call
SuicideLine on 1300 651 251.
I am very sorry for the loss of Mr Ondarchie’s friend and my condolences go to his friend’s family and loved ones.

Guardianship legislation
Raised with:

Attorney-General

Raised by:

Mr Scheffer

Raised on:

31 October 2013

REPLY:
The Victorian Law Reform Commission completed the Guardianship–Final Report (the Report) following a
reference from the previous Attorney-General. This government tabled the Report in April 2012, as required by the
Victorian Law Reform Commission Act 2000 (Vic) (the Act). The Act does not require that government table a
formal response to the Report.
The Victorian coalition government is working on reforms in response to the Report, together with reforms to
power of attorney laws in response to the Parliamentary Law Reform Committee’s 2010 report on Powers of
Attorney. The government is giving priority to reforms that will make it easier for individuals and their families to
provide for their current and future needs, while strengthening and enhancing the last-resort and protective roles of
VCAT and the Office of the Public Advocate.
The Victorian government recognises that the law should support people to make their own decisions where
possible, encourage and empower the involvement of supportive family and friends, and protect against abuse and
exploitation of those with impaired decision-making capacity.
The government also appreciates the significance of these issues to families and carers of people with a disability
and plans to consult with key stakeholders, including carers groups and people with disability.
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Prison drug treatment programs
Raised with:

Minister for Mental Health

Raised by:

Ms Hartland

Raised on:

12 November 2013

REPLY:
As the issues you raise relate to the responsibilities of the Minister for Corrections, I have referred this adjournment
matter to Minister O’Donohue for a response.

Geelong region job losses
Raised with:

Minister for Innovation, Services and Small Business

Raised by:

Mr Melhem

Raised on:

12 November 2013

REPLY:
On the 17 September 2013 Qantas announced it would undertake a review of the future of its heavy maintenance
base at Avalon Airport, due to the gradual retirement of Boeing 747 aircraft significantly reducing the workload at
the facility.
This is part of a broader Qantas plan to rationalise its Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul operations as the airline
prepares for new-generation aircraft to enter its fleet.
The Premier has met personally with Qantas and the Minister responsible for the Aviation Industry has met with
the company on several occasions.
Senior representatives of my department have also been in constant dialogue with the management of both Qantas
and maintenance sub-contractor Forstaff at Avalon since the announcement of the review in September.
Qantas’ decision to close its Avalon engineering base is purely a commercial and structural one, driven largely by
the technical advances in new aircraft that have significantly altered the composition of the Qantas fleet and, as a
consequence, future maintenance demands.
The Victorian government, is working closely with all parties impacted by this announcement to ensure that all
possible assistance is being provided to help affected workers.
As soon as the government was notified of the closure we responded immediately to activate our highly successful
‘Workers in Transition’ program. This program seeks to provide opportunities for workers to transition their skills
into other industries.
One of the benefits of the ‘Workers in Transition’ program is that retrenched workers are eligible for
government-funded training to support their transition to new employment in skill-shortage occupations or in
response to local industry needs. This reskilling is done through local Registered Training Organisations and is
coordinated by Skills Victoria.
Avalon Airport and the Port of Geelong feature strongly in Plan Melbourne, the metropolitan planning strategy.
These two pieces of vital infrastructure form crucial linchpins in Victoria’s booming freight industry.
The state government is providing the right infrastructure for industry, setting the conditions for increased
economic activity, which in turn provides opportunity for the growth of the Greater Geelong economic region and
increased opportunity for local employment.
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In terms of ongoing aviation sector jobs, The Victorian government has also worked with Jetstar to secure a
$100 million investment and a commitment to 100 new jobs for its Boeing 787 base in Melbourne. In doing so, the
state government is securing the future of the aviation industry’s next generation aircraft maintenance here in
Victoria.
The government has also helped secure around 350 new maintenance repair and overhaul jobs in Melbourne that
include 100 at Jetstar, 115 with Singapore International Airlines Engineering Company (SIAEC), an immediate 30
with BAE Systems and more to come and there are other companies that will be performing more maintenance
repair and overhaul in Melbourne.
The Victorian government also remains committed to supporting economic growth in the greater Geelong area.
The state government, in co-operation with the federal government, is delivering a special $24.5 million Geelong
Region Innovation and Investment Fund, which provides grants for new and existing businesses to set up or expand
operations in the Greater Geelong area, creating hundreds of jobs in the process for displaced workers.
Further highlighting this government’s commitment to the region was the announcement of our intention to move
the head office of the Workcover Authority to Geelong. This relocation would see the transfer of around 550 jobs
to the regional hub, and would generate more than $50 million per year in additional economic benefit for the
region.
This will be a huge boost for Geelong and the Barwon region. The measures of support the Victorian government is
providing demonstrate the importance we place on the people of the Greater Geelong region, as the effects of
structural readjustment in the economy are felt by the community.

Mount Helen Country Fire Authority station
Raised with:

Minister for Police and Emergency Services

Raised by:

Mr Ramsay

Raised on:

14 November 2013

REPLY:
The Country Fire Authority (CFA) has advised that the contract to build a new fire station for Mount Helen was
finalised and the builder will commence construction within the next few weeks. The site is located adjacent to the
Technology Park of the University of Ballarat. This project is due for completion in early May 2014 and will
service an area identified as being at high-risk from bushfires, and gives the local community confidence that
assistance is at hand.
The Victorian government is delivering on its commitment of building or upgrading a total of 250 CFA stations.
The government will continue to be guided by the CFA in determining the priority order for these upgrades, based
on community and operational requirements.
These stations will strengthen rural and regional communities and maintain a viable and sustainable volunteer fire
fighting capability.
Thank you for raising this matter with me.
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Geelong region job losses
Raised with:

Minister for Innovation, Services and Small Business

Raised by:

Ms Tierney

Raised on:

14 November 2013

REPLY:
The government continues to work closely with business and key stakeholders in Geelong, to attract new
investment and generate jobs.
The government’s $1 billion Regional Growth Fund (RGF) is investing in projects to strategically drive jobs,
investment and innovation in regional Victoria.
Since 2011, the RGF has provided more than $350 million to support over 1200 local projects, leveraging almost
$1.5 billion in total investment. This fund has already assisted important Geelong projects including infrastructure
to support the new Geelong Epworth Hospital that will create 780 healthcare jobs, the new Geelong Library and
Heritage Centre, and infrastructure for Deakin University and the Queenscliff Ferry Terminal.
The government is supporting major job creation projects in Geelong. This includes securing the National
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) headquarters for Geelong and up to 450 new jobs, through a $25 million state
government commitment. The relocation of the Victorian WorkCover Authority head office to Geelong is also a
commitment of the coalition government that will create 550 jobs in Geelong. This relocation is anticipated to
generate an additional $50 million in economic activity in Geelong and further strengthen insurance and disability
related services and administration in Geelong.
Government support for Cotton On, to create a global headquarters in Geelong and 500 new jobs, is another
example of significant job creation underway. The expansion by Cotton On positions the company to service its
rapidly growing international business from Geelong.
The $11 million Geelong Advancement Fund (GAF) and the $4 million Greater Geelong Industry Fund (GGIF) are
also playing an important role in facilitating new jobs and investment in Geelong. The Greater Geelong Industry
Fund has supported almost $5 million in new investment by business and over 90 new jobs, from businesses
including Carbon Revolution, Express Promotions, IXL Metal Castings and Farm Foods Retail Services.
The first two Geelong Advancement Fund projects were recently announced and will facilitate almost $70 million
of new investment and significant new jobs, including investment to help revitalise Central Geelong.
Geelong manufacturing businesses have benefited from government programs and initiatives including the
Manufacturing Productivity Networks program, the Investing in Manufacturing Technology program and
initiatives with the Geelong Manufacturing Council such as the Industry Innovation program, which is working to
increase the application of research from Deakin University into manufacturing businesses in the Geelong region.
The recently released Victorian Small Business Statement, ‘Supporting Small Business 2013’, contains initiatives
to boost small business productivity, innovation, employment and growth. The supports the highly successful
annual Small Business Festival in Geelong, in addition to delivering the Small Business Workshops and Seminars
Program, the Small Business Mentoring Service, the Grow Your Business program, and other programs and
initiatives to assist the small business sector.
The $24.5 million Geelong Region Innovation and Investment Fund (GRIIF) was recently established by the
federal and Victorian governments to respond to job losses in Geelong and attract new investment and create jobs
in the Geelong region. Applications under Round 1 of the GRIIF are currently under assessment with successful
projects to be announced in 2014.
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The government is also assisting businesses in Geelong and across the state to access new market opportunities
through the $50 million International Engagement Strategy, including the comprehensive program of international
trade fairs and missions, the outcomes of which are helping to drive new investment, jobs and exports for Victoria.
Geelong is a regional city with a proud history and a strong future. My department, through Regional Development
Victoria, is working to ensure that opportunities to attract and facilitate new investment, create jobs and grow
exports are captured for Geelong.

Mildura region transport infrastructure
Raised with:

Minister for Roads

Raised by:

Ms Broad

Raised on:

26 November 2013

REPLY:
The Victorian government allocated $170 million over three years in the 2013–14 budget to maintain and restore
Victoria’s roads. As part of this, VicRoads is currently investigating rehabilitation options for the Calder Highway
near Sea Lake.
In addition, VicRoads is currently investigating options for the provision of future overtaking lanes, which will
improve the safety and efficiency of the Calder Highway between Mildura and Ouyen.
The Murray Basin Freight Demand and Infrastructure Needs Study, is expected to be finalised in early 2014. This
is a pre-feasibility study that will identify long term freight needs in the Murray Basin, and infrastructure
requirements to meet these needs. The outcomes of this study will identify the next steps in working towards the
Transcontinental Rail link, as outlined in Victoria’s submission to Infrastructure Australia.
The Department of Transport, Planning and Local Infrastructure, through Transport Investing in Regions, is
contributing $20 000 for the ‘Central Murray Rail Freight Economic Assessment’, (co-funded $20 000 from
Regional Development Victoria and $13 000 from the Central Murray Transport Forum). This study has recently
commenced, and will identify and prioritise opportunities to increase freight onto rail at key rail-loading facilities
within the Central Murray region.

Sunbury municipality
Raised with:

Minister for Local Government

Raised by:

Mr Finn

Raised on:

26 November 2013

REPLY:
The Sunbury poll conducted in October 2013 by the Victorian Electoral Commission showed strong support for the
separation of Sunbury from the City of Hume. More than 50 per cent of eligible voters cast a ballot in the voluntary
poll, with 67.2 per cent of participating Sunbury voters supporting the separation.
I have now announced the establishment of a Local Government Panel to recommend new municipal boundaries
for the Sunbury region. This step is in accordance with the Local Government Act 1989 which requires the
establishment of a Local Government Panel to provide advice to the government on any changes to municipal
boundaries.
The current Hume City Council was elected for a four year term to represent their community until November
2016. It will remain business as usual for the council while the panel undertakes its work.
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Unlike the previous Labor government that reneged on its promise to allow the Sunbury community a say on its
future, the Victorian coalition government has listened to the people of Sunbury and is delivering on their wishes.

Goulburn Valley Highway–Moss Road, Wahring
Raised with:

Minister for Roads

Raised by:

Ms Darveniza

Raised on:

27 November 2013

REPLY:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
VicRoads is currently investigating the causes of crashes at this intersection, including options to improve safety as
part of the Safer Road Infrastructure Program.
The Safer Road Infrastructure Program is funded by the Transport Accident Commission, and is a key component
of Victoria’s Road Safety Strategy 2013–2022, which aims to reduce deaths and serious injuries on our roads by
more than 30 per cent by the end of 2022.
The Victorian government has boosted funding for the program by more than 30 per cent, to $1 billion over the
next ten years, to improve safety at intersections and along sections of road with a history of casualty crashes.

Music festival ticket scalping
Raised with:

Minister for Consumer Affairs

Raised by:

Mr O’Brien

Raised on:

28 November 2013

REPLY:
While ticket on-selling at major sporting events in Victoria is regulated under the Major Sporting Events Act 2009
(the MSE act), the unfair trading of tickets for other events, including live performance events such as the Meredith
Music Festival, is covered under the Australian Consumer Law (ACL).
The MSE act was introduced to assist with the safe and efficient staging of major sporting events and thereby
contribute to making Victoria attractive as a host destination for world class events. Among other matters, the MSE
act deals with ticket on-selling.
Under the MSE act, if the minister responsible for the Act declares a sporting event to be subject to that Act, the
event organiser must submit their ticketing scheme to the minister for approval. Once the ticketing scheme is
approved, it is an offence not to comply with the scheme and to on-sell tickets otherwise than as approved by the
scheme. Events that have been declared under the MSE act include AFL grand finals, the Australian Masters and
the President’s Cup for golfing events.
In 2010, the Commonwealth Consumer Affairs Advisory Council (CCAAC) undertook a study into ticket scalping.
The CCAAC report entitled Consumers and the Ticket Market: Ticket on-selling in the Australian market was
released in November that year and is available at www.treasury.gov.au. It found that while there was consumer
dissatisfaction with specific issues related to ticket on-selling, there was no significant consumer detriment. This is
because the incidence of unauthorised ticket on-selling in Australia is low, and the number of on-sold tickets for
popular events is low compared to the total number of tickets sold.
The CCAAC report concluded that the existing consumer protection framework under the then commonwealth
Trade Practices Act 1974, was adequate to protect consumers from unfair practices in the ticketing market. Since
then, the consumer protection framework has been enhanced by the introduction in January 2011 of the ACL. The
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ACL prohibits misleading, deceptive and false conduct and representations in trade or commerce and provides
statutory guarantees for goods and services purchased by consumers.
If any consumer believes that they have been misled about the terms of re-sale for tickets to the Meredith Music
Festival or that the seller did not have the right to re-sell the tickets, they may wish to contact Consumer Affairs
Victoria on 1300 55 81 81 for the matter to be assessed.
Thank you for your advice about the Bill currently before the New South Wales Parliament dealing with ticket
scalping generally. I understand that the Bill proposes to amend the New South Wales Fair Trading Act 1987 to
empower event organisers to use ticket terms and conditions to restrict on-selling and to enforce these conditions.
Having examined the Bill, I note that it may not apply to all events, such as the Meredith Music Festival where
tickets are in the form of a wrist band. Additionally, I note the concerns expressed in the CCAAC report regarding
potential issues with the enforcement of industry-specific regulation in the ticket on-selling market.
In these circumstances, my preference is to observe the operation of the proposed New South Wales regulations, if
passed, before giving further consideration to the Victorian position.

Kerferd Road, Albert Park, school crossing
Raised with:

Minister for Roads

Raised by:

Mrs Coote

Raised on:

10 December 2013

REPLY:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
Kerferd Road is classed as a local road managed by the City of Port Phillip. The location of school crossing
supervisor sites is also reviewed annually by councils. As such, it is appropriate that this matter be pursued with the
City of Port Phillip Council.
I praise the initiative shown by the students of the Middle Park Primary School in proactively identifying a need to
address a particular road safety issue affecting school children crossing Kerferd Road in Albert Park.

Fisheries cost recovery
Raised with:

Treasurer

Raised by:

Mr Lenders

Raised on:

10 December 2013

REPLY:
In relation to the issues raised by Mr Lenders regarding the recent fisheries cost recovery RIS, I have been advised
that:
The Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission (VCEC) provided independent advice that the fisheries
cost recovery RIS met the requirements of section 10 of the Subordinate Legislation Act 1994, prior to it being
released for public consultation. The public consultation process provided DEPI with avenues to further explain
how costs were derived. The nature and extent of services for particular fisheries was discussed in four forums
convened across the state during the RIS consultation period, and further in the FCRSC in the process to consider
submissions received. DEPI also had further engagement with representatives of particular fisheries. This
engagement process will continue as the new approach is implemented. DEPI is establishing fishery specific
forums to discuss services for particular fisheries. Those forums will commence in early 2014.
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I am satisfied that the RIS, coupled with the public consultation process in question provided adequate levels of
information to enable informed stakeholder consultation.

Healesville freeway reservation
Raised with:

Minister for Roads

Raised by:

Mr Tee

Raised on:

12 December 2013

REPLY:
I am advised that, as at the date the question was raised:
The section of the Healesville Freeway Reservation between Springvale Road and Boronia Road is an important
state asset that has significant value to the local and broader Victorian community.
Discussions with the community on three land use concepts began on 25 November 2013 and have included three
community workshops and an online forum. The three workshops were held on 26, 27, 28 November 2013 and
were well attended with over 300 participants over the three workshops.
The community consultation on land use concepts closed on 23 December 2013, as publicly announced.
Acknowledging the importance of the Healesville Freeway Reservation to the City of Whitehorse and the schedule
of council meetings, VicRoads has accepted the council’s request to submit the council’s comments on the three
land use concepts by the end of January 2014.
A report on the community consultation will be produced in early 2014, following the feedback provided by the
City of Whitehorse at the end of January 2014.
Feedback from the community will be considered in finalising the land use concept, which will be used to form the
basis of the Structure Plan.

Holden job losses
Raised with:

Premier

Raised by:

Ms Tierney

Raised on:

12 December 2013

REPLY:
The Victorian coalition government is committed to ensuring that workers and their families who have been
affected by Holden’s decision to cease manufacturing operations in Australia by 2017 are fully supported through
the transition. This includes through recognition and certification of workers’ existing skills. The Victorian
government also stands ready to help workers re-skill and up-skill by providing them with access to training
institutions and programs, such as the Workers in Transition Program and the Victorian Training Guarantee.
Following Holden’s decision to cease vehicle manufacturing in Australia from 2017, the Victorian government
moved quickly to convene an automotive industry roundtable to discuss and plan the next steps for the future. The
roundtable, held on 18 December 2013, included senior representatives from vehicle manufacturers, component
suppliers, unions, industry groups, training bodies and local government.
There was a unanimous view that the Holden decision, on top of the recent Ford decision, is a significant and
fundamental issue for Victoria’s and Australia’s manufacturing capabilities. Stakeholders agreed that assistance
needs to be both immediate and long term, with a focus on ensuring workers are supported to re-skill and find new
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jobs, and that the automotive industry, manufacturing sector and wider economy needs to be supported to ensure
ongoing investment, job creation and growth.
Following the roundtable, I wrote to the Prime Minister to inform him of the important issues raised by
participants. I am reconvening the automotive industry roundtable in February 2014 to review progress in securing
outcomes for workers and businesses and to ensure that Victorian industry and workers continue to have input into
the commonwealth government’s plans for addressing the departure of Holden.
I have invited both the Prime Minister and the commonwealth Minister for Industry to participate and to hear, first
hand, the impacts that Holden’s decision will have on Victorian workers and the community more broadly, and
what needs to be done.
In addition, I welcomed the Prime Minister’s announcement for a $100 million industry fund as an important first
step. The Victorian government is providing $12 million towards the initiative.
Establishing the $100 million fund is vital in formulating a full and comprehensive strategy to assist the Victorian
economy and the automotive sector. The fund will help supply chain manufacturers to expand, innovate, develop
new products and reach new markets. It will also be utilised to help new businesses establish themselves with
preference given to any enterprises that employ automotive workers.
The Victorian government will continue to work with the commonwealth government on what is required to
support workers, supply chain businesses, regions and the wider economy.
With regard to Ford’s closure announcement, in recognition of the economic and social impact that the closure of
Ford will cause in the Geelong region and Melbourne’s north, the Victorian and commonwealth governments and
Ford Australia established two funds consisting of $24.5 million each. These funds will encourage investment to
create new or additional business capacity that results in sustainable jobs.
The $24.5 million Geelong Region Innovation and Investment Fund will allocate funding over the three financial
years from 2013–14 to 2015–16. The fund will support investment by businesses that leads directly to new
sustainable jobs in the Geelong region and assists the region to diversify its economic base.
In addition, the $1.8 million Skilling the Bay Initiative was created as a partnership between the Victorian
government, The Gordon Institute of TAFE and Deakin University. The initiative is designed to grow existing and
emerging industries by linking future job creation to skill development in the Geelong region.
On 4 December 2013, the Victorian government launched the Skilling the Bay Priority Actions Report as part of
this initiative and committed to a $4.6 million investment in training over four years to grow future employment
opportunities in Geelong. The actions identified in the report aim to engage, attain and increase participation of
students and workers across the region. Extensive consultation with key stakeholders informed the type of training
and education integral to the creation of local jobs.
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appropriate ministers.

Wednesday, 5 February 2014
Emergency services hoax calls
Raised with:

Minister for Police and Emergency Services

Raised by:

Mr O’Brien

Raised on:

18 September 2013

REPLY:
Emergency service organisations have procedures in place to deal with hoax calls and false alarms. False calls
generally fall into three categories — deliberate hoax calls, members of the public calling triple zero when unsure
of a fire or the risk of fire, and false alarms activating in protected premises. In the event of a suspected deliberate
hoax call, the information is passed on to Victoria Police.
The fire service agencies educate the public through media campaigns and work with alarm companies to ensure
that fire detectors are not too sensitive to the environment. Both the Country Fire Authority and the Metropolitan
Fire and Emergency Services Board (MFB) may also charge for call-out attendance to a false alarm after
investigation.
The MFB and Victoria State Emergency Service (VICSES) advise that whilst hoax calls are frustrating, the number
of hoax calls received by them compared to genuine calls received, is not significant.
Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority (ESTA) has also introduced a process to deal with
mischievous and nuisance calls. Where the caller’s telephone number can be identified, such calls are diverted to a
recorded announcement that highlights that triple zero is reserved for persons who require urgent emergency
service response.
ESTA informs the caller that it has recorded the caller’s telephone number, and that it maintains a register of
telephone numbers. ESTA advises the caller that the improper use of triple zero in these circumstances is a serious
offence, and the penalties reflect the serious nature of the offence. Persons making hoax calls can be fined or the
penalty could be imprisonment.
Regarding the Bells Beach incident on 29 August 2013, Victoria Police is treating this as a hoax call and
investigating the matter.
Hoax calls are frustrating and put the public and emergency service officers’ lives at risk and waste taxpayers’
money. It also means crew members are not available for other genuine road rescue or other emergency calls.
Emergency service organisations will continue to play a role in reducing hoax calls.
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Women’s Health West
Raised with:

Minister for Community Services

Raised by:

Mr Elsbury

Raised on:

14 November 2013

REPLY:
Women’s Health West (WHW) is a long-standing and valued provider of family violence and health promotion
services in Melbourne’s western suburbs. Many of WHW’s services are directed to women and children affected
by family violence. This includes family violence outreach, counselling, case management and refuge
accommodation and support.
This financial year, WHW will receive around $3 million in funding from the Victorian government. This includes
a substantial boost of $200 000 per year, announced in September 2012 as part of an additional $16 million
statewide, to address the growing numbers of police family violence and sexual assault referrals. These additional
funds will enhance the capacity of family violence services such as WHW to support women and children
experiencing family violence.
The Victorian government remains committed to responding to family violence and sexual assault. We have an
important strategic framework to address violence through the Action Plan to Address Violence against Women
and Children, 2012–2015. The Action Plan is a whole-of-government plan which takes a direct approach to
addressing violence against women and children. It contains practical actions underpinned by an investment of over
$90 million per year, so that our long term vision of women and children living free from violence in Victoria
becomes a reality over time.

Bayswater North Primary School
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Mr Leane

Raised on:

27 November 2013

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
I am advised that in accordance with the division 6 hazardous materials audit report completed on 22 November
2013, the only asbestos that is contained in each of the two relocatable buildings is two asbestos porch floors and
one asbestos heater flue per building. All asbestos material will be removed in accordance with the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development’s comprehensive asbestos management systems prior to the
relocation.
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Thursday, 6 February 2014
Wild horses: control
Raised with:

Minister for Environment and Climate Change

Raised by:

Mr Lenders

Raised on:

26 June 2013

REPLY:
As the member may be aware, Parks Victoria has been actively engaging with local community groups, including
the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia, to assist with a number of programs. However, in this instance,
Parks Victoria could not source Australian contractors with the experience and capability to guarantee the desired
outcome of total eradication of the population in question.
The eradication of this pest population required specialist expertise, high level of fitness to work in remote and
rugged terrain, radio and satellite tracking, and specially trained dogs. The selected company had the capability to
perform this task, having worked intensively and continuously for three weeks in very rugged and isolated country,
and achieving the desired result.
The tender for the eradication of feral goats in the northern section of the Snowy River National Park was awarded
to a company in May 2012, in accordance with the government’s procurement policy. The company was selected
due to its worldwide experience and capability as appropriate for the task.
Volunteers have been used in previous successful campaigns to reduce the local feral animal population and
recognised they could not undertake the specialised operation.
If Parks Victoria had attempted to achieve this outcome with volunteers the costs associated with supervision and
ongoing management of volunteers and the ongoing cost of managing the environmental damage caused by a
continued feral animal population would eventually overtake the cost of the tendered project.
The member ought consider this an instructive lesson in cost/benefit analysis.

Water management investigation
Raised with:

Minister for Environment and Climate Change

Raised by:

Ms Darveniza

Raised on:

17 October 2013

REPLY:
The VEAC investigation into freshwater-dependent ecosystems has not been established as it would be a
duplication of work undertaken by the Department of Environment and Primary Industries.
The Victorian Waterway Management Strategy was recently released, which provides clear, holistic policy
directions for managing rivers, estuaries and wetlands across Victoria.
The Strategy aims to maintain or improve the condition of our waterways so they can support environmental,
social, cultural and economic values that are important to communities.

WRITTEN ADJOURNMENT RESPONSES
196

COUNCIL

Thursday, 6 February 2014

It also provides direction for regional decision-making, investment and management issues for waterways, as well
as the roles and responsibilities of management agencies.

Western suburbs air pollution
Raised with:

Minister for Environment and Climate Change

Raised by:

Mr Finn

Raised on:

12 November 2013

REPLY:
I am informed that:
As the Victorian government’s environmental regulator, the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) is
responsible for monitoring and responding to pollution reports affecting the environment and community
(including odour). EPA has received 48 odour reports in and around the Caroline Springs area since July 2013.
In response to community reports of odour and litter in the area, EPA has carried out multiple inspections of local
sites at which there are activities and processes that can generate odour, including a landfill at Derrimut owned by
Boral Recycling Pty Ltd and an adjoining composting facility owned by PineGro Pty Ltd, that share the same site.
EPA’s most recent inspection of these sites was carried out on 17 October 2013, where they provided advice to site
managers on controlling potential odour sources. EPA will continue to closely monitor the performance of these
sites, and any other potential odour sources.
EPA recommends residents report odour on the EPA pollution hotline 1300 372 843. This will help ensure that
officers can respond when odour is occurring in the local area and trace odour back to its source.
The Victorian government’s Getting Full Value: the Victorian Waste and Resource Recovery Policy will also
ensure that our waste management and resource recovery system will protect public health and preserve local
amenity by continually improving the performance of waste and resource recovery facilities and operations to
avoid or minimise the risk of harm to the community.

Roadworks speed limits
Raised with:

Minister for Roads

Raised by:

Mrs Coote

Raised on:

27 November 2013

REPLY:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
VicRoads generally imposes conditions for roadwork sites to minimise adverse impacts to the road network,
particularly preventing lane closures being implemented during peak hours, and speed reductions to be removed,
provided it is safe to do so.
Roadwork speed limits are sometimes required afterhours due to safety concerns with a changed condition of the
road. Examples of this include loose stones, no line marking, narrow lanes, edge drop-offs and temporary hazards
close to traffic lanes. It is not uncommon for a worksite to have a reduced speed limit afterhours for these reasons.
If it is not immediately clear to the motorist as to the reason of the reduced speed limit, appropriate warning signs
should be in place to alert motorists of the associated risks.
VicRoads has systems and processes in place to ensure that worksite speed limits being implemented on arterial
roads are safe for both motorists and workers, and are consistent with community expectations.
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If motorists observe speed limits on arterial roads that are not consistent with their expectations, they should be
encouraged to contact VicRoads on 13 11 70 to report their concerns.

Royston Range logging
Raised with:

Minister for Agriculture and Food Security

Raised by:

Mr Lenders

Raised on:

27 November 2013

REPLY:
The Victorian coalition government supports the significant role the timber industry has in our state’s economy,
particularly in providing employment in rural and regional areas. The timber industry coexists with tourism and
other industries in a range of areas across Victoria. Ensuring there are a range of industries working side by side is
crucial to providing diversity in local economies. The timber industry has long been a part of the Rubicon Valley,
and itself has contributed to the historic appeal of the region to visitors, through its old tramways and mill sites.
I am well aware of the range of other popular activities that the Rubicon Valley supports, including the educational
and recreational camps, as well as horse riding, bushwalking and cycling. The forest in the Royston Range has been
zoned to meet this range of uses, with the area closest to Rubicon excluded from harvesting in a Special Protection
Zone to ensure immediate foreground views are not impacted by operations. Consideration is also given to visual
impact of harvesting during the planning of VicForests’ operations.
VicForests’ staff have met with Rubicon Valley residents to discuss their concerns. VicForests has also shared
information with the Shire of Murrindindi regarding planning for operations in the area. Unfortunately time
constraints prevent me from visiting the area at this time, however I have spoken to and will continue to speak with
Cindy McLeish, the Member for Seymour, who has visited the valley and discussed the issues with residents, and
VicForests and DEPI staff.
I encourage residents to continue to be involved in consultation on future timber harvesting operations. As you are
aware, the community has an opportunity to raise concerns about VicForests’ planned operations during the Timber
Release Plan community consultation period each year. VicForests advertises this process in local papers and other
mediums including its website.
The government recognises that the Victorian wine industry is a vital part of the state’s agricultural sector and it is
critical that we address the threat posed by smoke taint. The Centre for Expertise in Smoke Taint Research, located
five kilometres south of Mildura is a national collaboration that aims to find solutions for the wine industry and fire
and land managers. The centre was established as a result of the Victorian coalition government’s election
commitment to invest $4 million into researching smoke taint. It aims to explore strategies to manage and reduce
uptake of smoke taint compounds, and communicate results with industry.

Macarthur feedlot
Raised with:

Minister for Agriculture and Food Security

Raised by:

Mr Lenders

Raised on:

28 November 2013

REPLY:
The Department of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI) was made aware of the Chenoweth’s concerns
with regard to the Macarthur feedlot and composting operations in late June 2013. DEPI officers have since been
collaborating with Moyne Shire Council, the Environmental Protection Authority, the National Feedlot
Accreditation Scheme, the Australian Lot Feeders Association and the feedlot operator to provide technical advice
and support.
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I understand that constructive steps are being taken by the Moyne Shire Council, with assistance from the DEPI
and the National Feedlot Accreditation Scheme, to work with the operator towards a satisfactory resolution.

East–west link
Raised with:

Minister for Environment and Climate Change

Raised by:

Ms Mikakos

Raised on:

28 November 2013

REPLY:
The Linking Melbourne Authority has released its Comprehensive Impact Statement in relation to the East West
Tunnel.
Based on the Comprehensive Impact Statement, its associated technical reports, Zoos Victoria’s knowledge of its
animals, consultation with international zoos and the zoo’s own professional skills, Zoos Victoria has advised me
that there will be no significant impact on the Melbourne Zoo animals and visitors as a result of the construction of
the East West Tunnel.
Zoos Victoria has expressed its satisfaction that the Linking Melbourne Authority has taken into account the
potential impacts that we raised at the start of the consultation process.
Zoos Victoria will continue to work with the Linking Melbourne Authority and with potential contractors
throughout the project.

Marina Reserve, St Kilda, skate park
Raised with:

Minister for Environment and Climate Change

Raised by:

Ms Crozier

Raised on:

11 December 2013

REPLY:
Since the completion of the skate park, the facility has been a huge success.
The City of Port Phillip is the appointed manager of the facility at Marina Reserve.
I would be happy to consider any applications from the City of Port Phillip should they wish to make the facility
available for skating competitions.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 5 February 2014

COUNCIL

199

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporated from the notice paper of the Legislative Council.
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the appropriate ministers.
The portfolio of the minister answering the question on notice starts each heading.

Wednesday, 5 February 2014
Children and early childhood development: early intervention services
8484.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the 2011–12 budget and the government’s commitment of $8.2 million over four years for an additional
150 early childhood intervention services places and 150 flexible support packages, how many of each
of these places were allocated to —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

Barwon South Western Region;
Eastern Metropolitan Region;
Gippsland Region;
Grampians Region;
Hume Region;
Loddon Mallee Region;
North Western Metropolitan Region; and
Southern Metropolitan Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The number of ECIS places and flexible support packages funded in the 2011–12 budget are given below:
Region
Barwon South Western
Eastern
Gippsland
Grampians
Hume
Loddon Mallee
North Western
Southern
Total

ECIS places
14
37
99
150

Flexible Support packages
11
27
7
7
8
10
45
35
150

Children and early childhood development: Victorian Children’s Council
8993.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Victorian Children’s Council, has the minister received findings or recommendations relating to
either legislative reform or budgetary measures from the council since December 2010; if so, what are
they.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that findings or recommendations relating to either legislative reform or budgetary measures from
the council since December 2010 include in:
– October 2012, the council provided advice to the Minister for Health and me on local efforts to reduce smoking
in outdoor places.
– March 2012, the council provided advice to the Premier and me on recommendation 50 (sexual assault
suppression orders) of the Protecting Victoria’s Vulnerable Children Inquiry.
– November 2011, the council provided advice to the Minister for Community Services, the Minister for
Education and me on the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL).
In May 2012, the government released Victoria’s Vulnerable Children: Our Shared Responsibility which
announced that the council could support a stronger whole-of-government response to vulnerable children and
families.

Housing: air conditioning
9016.

MS HARTLAND — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to public housing, considering that
this summer is projected to be hot, with a 60–75 per cent chance of exceeding the long-term median
maximum temperature across Victoria and a 35–40 per cent chance of exceeding the long-term median
minimum temperature:
(1)

Will the government provide air-conditioning to public housing residents over 65 years old, who
suffer increased health risks on hot days.
(2) How many public housing residents are over the age of 65.
(3) How many public housing residents are over the age of 75.
(4) How many public housing residents are there in Victoria.
(5) How many public housing residents suffer from heat sensitive diseases or disabilities.
(6) How many public housing residents with heat sensitive diseases or disabilities have opted to have
an air-conditioning unit installed.
(7) How many public housing complexes are there in Victoria.
(8) How many public housing complexes in Victoria have an air-conditioned communal area.
(9) Will the government ensure that every public housing complex has a communal area that is airconditioned; if so, when.
(10) When does the government plan to carry out its commitment, made as part of the Council of
Australian government’s National Strategy on Energy Efficiency, to audit the energy efficiency of
public housing.
(11) When does the government plan to energy efficiency retrofit the various high rise public housing
estates across Melbourne.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

Under the Residential Tenancies Act 1997, the Department of Human Services as a landlord is not required
to provide air conditioning. The department’s policy is that air-conditioning can be provided where a tenant,
irrespective of age, provides evidence of a medical condition or disability that requires it.

(2&3) As at 31 December 2012 there were 22 248 residents (tenants and non-tenants) in public housing over the
age of 65 years of which 10 420 were over the age of 75 years.
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(4)

As at 31 December 2012 there were 125 852 residents (tenants and non-tenants) living in public housing in
Victoria.

(5)

The Department of Human Services has advised me that it does not routinely collect information about
residents’ heat sensitive diseases or disabilities. However, where a tenant notes a health concern an
appropriate response is considered such as air conditioning.

(6)

The Department of Human Services has advised me that it does not routinely collect information about how
many public housing residents with heat sensitive diseases or disabilities have opted to have an
air-conditioning unit installed.

(7)

The Department of Human Services has advised me that the term ‘public housing complexes’ is an overly
general term that is not used in its policy decisions or data for this reason.

(8)

Refer to response above.

(9)

Refer to response above.

(10)

The department is undertaking a property condition review of all public housing properties, which includes
collection of data in a number of environmental and energy efficiency fields. This review is expected for
completion in late 2013 to early 2014.

(11)

High Rise Buildings have been progressively upgraded since the late 1990s and will continue to progress.
To date around 60-70 per cent of the 7000 units have been completed. These upgrades include:
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Energy efficient lifts, pumps and boilers.
Energy efficient public lighting in common walkways, lift lobbies and communal laundries.
Insulation to external walls of units.
Insulation to top floor ceilings.
More energy efficient external windows.
Water saving shower heads.
New dual flush cisterns.
Boxed pelmets to external windows.

The department is also undertaking a detailed facility studies of public housing high rise buildings to identify
opportunities for greenhouse gas emission savings and to inform future improvements. Specific timeframes
will depend on the outcomes and findings of this study.

Ageing: funding
9532.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: With regard to the seniors and ageing portfolio:
Which programs and services in the portfolio received funding, and how much funding did each
receive, during the following financial years —
(a)
(b)
(c)

2011–12;
2012–13; and
2013–14.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Funding for seniors and ageing appears across the acute, ageing and small rural output groups. To disaggregate
amounts across all health services for portions that go to seniors would be an unreasonable diversion of department
resources.
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However, in relation to points (a) and (b) above, I can advise the member that funding has increased since her
government was in office. In relation to point (c), the 2013–14 year is not yet complete, but funding will increase
again.

Housing: funding
9533.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Youth Affairs): With regard
to the Youth Affairs portfolio: Which programs and services in the portfolio received funding, and how
much funding did each receive, during the following financial years —
(a)
(b)
(c)

2011–12;
2012–13; and
2013–14.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(a)

Programs and service funding in the Youth Affairs portfolio in 2011–12 as reported in the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee included:
Program

2011–12
($m)
4.5
0.1
0.5
4.1
2.4
0.06
0.95
0.2
0.052
2.0
0.2

Advance
Be Heard! and SYN
Centre for Multicultural Youth regional offices
Engage!
FReeZA
Involve Committee1
Mentoring and Capacity Building Initiative
National Youth Week
Safer School leaver Week
Scouts and Guides
Wakakirri Secondary School Challenge (Rock
Eisteddfod Challenge)
webWise
Shape it! (Youth Action Strategy)
Youth Central
Youth Foundations Victoria
Youth Parliament
Youth Affairs Council Victoria core funding
Centre for Multicultural Youth core funding
Total

0.9
0.64
0.75
0.4
0.1
0.417
0.147
18.4

These figures are program and service allocations, may vary from actual expenditure amounts and do not
include funds carried over from machinery of government changes. These figures do not include all
operational and staffing costs for the Youth Affairs portfolio.
1
2

Internal resourcing
Internal resourcing with contribution from Department of Health
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Programs and service funding in the Youth Affairs portfolio in 2012-13 as reported in the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee included:
Program

2012–13
($m)
4.38
0.1
0.45
4.1
2.4
0.06
0.2
0.05
1.4
0.96
0.2

Advance
Be Heard! and SYN
Centre for Multicultural Youth regional offices
Engage!
FReeZA
Involve Committee1
National Youth Week
Safer School Leaver Week
Scouts and Guides
Shape It! (Youth Action Strategy)
Wakakirri Secondary School Challenge (Rock
Eisteddfod Challenge)
webWise
Youth Central
Youth Parliament
Youth Affairs Council Victoria core funding
Centre for Multicultural Youth core funding
Total

0.9
0.45
0.1
0.32
0.147
16.3

These figures are program and service allocations, may vary from actual expenditure amounts and do not
include funds carried over from machinery of government changes. These figures do not include all
operational and staffing costs for the Youth Affairs portfolio.
(c)

Programs and services funding in the Youth Affairs portfolio in 2013–2014 as reported in the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee are in detail on the Parliament of Victoria website.
(www.parliament.vic.gov.au/paec)

Health: bed numbers
9584.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Health: In relation to the recent announcements by the
Member for Bentleigh, Elizabeth Miller, that the state government are opening 20 extra hospital beds at
Monash Medical Centre and Dandenong Hospital to help with the increased flow of patients during
winter:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What precise date will these beds open.
How many extra beds will be allocated to each facility.
How many extra staff will be employed to service these extra beds.
If these extra beds have been provided to assist with greater patient numbers during winter, can the
minister guarantee they will remain open once the season has passed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:

1

Internal resourcing
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(1)

On the 17 June 2013 additional beds for Monash Health was announced in a media release on the Premier’s
website.

(2)

Monash Health allocated eight additional beds to Monash Medical Centre and 12 additional beds to
Dandenong Hospital, as per the media release on 17 June 2013 on the Premier’s website.

(3)

Employment of staff fluctuates and is a matter for individual health services.

(4)

Health services are responsible for managing the flow of patients and the operating capacity of their hospitals.
Average available bed numbers vary month to month and day to day as a consequence of supply or demand
changes, or in response to model of care changes.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9811.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Hopkins Correctional Facility: For each
of the periods between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January 2013,
1 February 2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May 2013,
1 June 2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
(i) random general;
(ii) random identified drug users;
(iii) drug free incentive program;
(iv) reception;
(v) targeted;
(vi) through programs; and
(vii) voluntary testing;
of these tests, how many have been found positive;
in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

47.

(b)

2.

(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 5 February 2014

COUNCIL

(e)

722.

(f)

722.

(g)

14.

(h)

benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, methadone, buprenorphine, non opiate analgesics.

(i)

data not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.
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Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9812.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Barwon Prison: For each of the periods
between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January 2013, 1 February
2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May 2013, 1 June
2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
(i) random general;
(ii) random identified drug users;
(iii) drug free incentive program;
(iv) reception;
(v) targeted;
(vi) through programs; and
(vii) voluntary testing;
of these tests, how many have been found positive;
in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

110.

(b)

2.

(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.
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(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(e)

1524.

(f)

1524.

(g)

92.

(h)

amphetamines, Opiates, Benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, methadone, buprenorphine.

(i)

data not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9813.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Beechworth Correctional Facility: For
each of the periods between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January
2013, 1 February 2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May
2013, 1 June 2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
(i) random general;
(ii) random identified drug users;
(iii) drug free incentive program;
(iv) reception;
(v) targeted;
(vi) through programs; and
(vii) voluntary testing;
of these tests, how many have been found positive;
in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

5.

(b)

1.
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(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(e)

703.

(f)

703.

(g)

3.

(h)

benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, buprenorphine.

(i)

data not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9814.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Dame Phyllis Frost Centre: For each of
the periods between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January 2013,
1 February 2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May 2013,
1 June 2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
(i) random general;
(ii) random identified drug users;
(iii) drug free incentive program;
(iv) reception;
(v) targeted;
(vi) through programs; and
(vii) voluntary testing;
of these tests, how many have been found positive;
in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

36.
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(b)

5.

(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(e)

1444.

(f)

1444.

(g)

74.

(h)

amphetamines, opiates, benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, methadone, anti psychotic medication,
buprenorphine.

(i)

data not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9815.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Dhurringile Prison: For each of the
periods between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January 2013,
1 February 2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May 2013,
1 June 2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
(i) random general;
(ii) random identified drug users;
(iii) drug free incentive program;
(iv) reception;
(v) targeted;
(vi) through programs; and
(vii) voluntary testing;
of these tests, how many have been found positive;
in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

28.

(b)

7.

(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(e)

1320.

(f)

1320.

(g)

46.

(h)

amphetamines, opiates, benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, buprenorphine.

(i)

data not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9816.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Fulham Correctional Centre: For each
of the periods between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January 2013,
1 February 2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May 2013,
1 June 2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
(i) random general;
(ii) random identified drug users;
(iii) drug free incentive program;
(iv) reception;
(v) targeted;
(vi) through programs; and
(vii) voluntary testing;
of these tests, how many have been found positive;
in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
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how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

128.

(b)

22.

(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(e)

1856.

(f)

1856.

(g)

186.

(h)

amphetamines, opiates, benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, ethanol, methadone, anti depressants, anti psychotic
medication, buprenorphine.

(i)

data not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9817.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Judy Lazarus Transition Centre: For
each of the periods between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January
2013, 1 February 2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May
2013, 1 June 2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

(g)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
(i) random general;
(ii) random identified drug users;
(iii) drug free incentive program;
(iv) reception;
(v) targeted;
(vi) through programs; and
(vii) voluntary testing;
of these tests, how many have been found positive;
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in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

nil.

(b)

nil.

(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(e)

330.

(f)

330.

(g)

nil.

(h)

not applicable.

(i)

data not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9818.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Langi Kal Kal Prison: For each
of the periods between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January 2013,
1 February 2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May 2013,
1 June 2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
(i) random general;
(ii) random identified drug users;
(iii) drug free incentive program;
(iv) reception;
(v) targeted;
(vi) through programs; and
(vii) voluntary testing;
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of these tests, how many have been found positive;
in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

5.

(b)

nil.

(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(e)

372.

(f)

372.

(g)

1.

(h)

opiates.

(i)

data is not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9819.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Loddon Prison: For each of the periods
between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January 2013, 1 February
2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May 2013, 1 June
2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
(i) random general;
(ii) random identified drug users;
(iii) drug free incentive program;
(iv) reception;
(v) targeted;
(vi) through programs; and
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(vii) voluntary testing;
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)

of these tests, how many have been found positive;
in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

50.

(b)

7.

(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(e)

1276.

(f)

1276.

(g)

61.

(h)

amphetamines, benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, buprenorphine.

(i)

data not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9820.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Marngoneet Correctional Centre: For
each of the periods between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January
2013, 1 February 2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May
2013, 1 June 2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
(i) random general;
(ii) random identified drug users;
(iii) drug free incentive program;
(iv) reception;
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(v) targeted;
(vi) through programs; and
(vii) voluntary testing;
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)

of these tests, how many have been found positive;
in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

43.

(b)

4.

(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(e)

1300.

(f)

1300.

(g)

64.

(h)

amphetamines, cocaine, opiates, benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, ethanol, buprenorphine.

(i)

data not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9821.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Melbourne Assessment Prison: For each
of the periods between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January 2013,
1 February 2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May 2013,
1 June 2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
(i) random general;
(ii) random identified drug users;
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drug free incentive program;
reception;
targeted;
through programs; and
voluntary testing;

of these tests, how many have been found positive;
in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

99.

(b)

0.

(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(e)

507.

(f)

507.

(g)

50.

(h)

amphetamines, opiates, benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, methadone, buprenorphine.

(i)

data not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9822.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Metropolitan Remand Centre: For each
of the periods between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January 2013,
1 February 2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May 2013,
1 June 2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
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random general;
random identified drug users;
drug free incentive program;
reception;
targeted;
through programs; and
voluntary testing;

of these tests, how many have been found positive;
in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

150.

(b)

30.

(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(e)

1906.

(f)

1906.

(g)

120.

(h)

amphetamines, cocaine, opiates, benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, buprenorphine.

(i)

data not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9823.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Port Phillip Prison: For each of the
periods between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January 2013,
1 February 2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May 2013,
1 June 2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
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(e)
(f)

how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
(i) random general;
(ii) random identified drug users;
(iii) drug free incentive program;
(iv) reception;
(v) targeted;
(vi) through programs; and
(vii) voluntary testing;

(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)

of these tests, how many have been found positive;
in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

208.

(b)

14.

(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(e)

1376.

(f)

1376.

(g)

210.

(h)

amphetamines, cocaine, opiates, benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, methadone, anti depressants, anti psychotic
medication, buprenorphine, non opiate analgesics.

(i)

data not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9824.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to Tarrengower Prison: For each of the
periods between 1 December 2012 and 31 December 2012, 1 January 2013 and 31 January 2013,
1 February 2013 and 28 February 2013, 1 April 2013 and 30 April 2013, 1 May 2013 and 31 May 2013,
1 June 2013 and 30 June 2013, 1 July 2013 and 31 July 2013 —
(a)
(b)

how many items of contraband have been seized from prisoners;
how many items of contraband have been seized from visitors;
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(h)
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(k)
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in relation to prisoners, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
in relation to visitors, what items and how many instances of each item of contraband have been
detected;
how many drug tests have been carried out on prisoners;
of these tests, how many were selected through the following categories:
(i) random general;
(ii) random identified drug users;
(iii) drug free incentive program;
(iv) reception;
(v) targeted;
(vi) through programs; and
(vii) voluntary testing;
of these tests, how many have been found positive;
in the case of positive tests, what illegal substances were detected;
how many cell searches for contraband have been undertaken;
for each search, how many items of contraband were seized; and
how many times have dog squads been used in contraband searches at the facility.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

13.

(b)

2.

(c)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(d)

a variety of contraband is detected and Corrections Victoria is constantly reviewing, updating and looking at
new ways of detecting contraband.

(e)

162.

(f)

162.

(g)

0.

(h)

not applicable.

(i)

data not available.

(j)

data not available.

(k)

data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9825.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: How many reports or briefings has the minister
received from the Commissioner for Corrections regarding major contraband seizures or events
between 7 February 2012 and 16 August 2013.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Data not available.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9826.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to each correctional facility, between
1 January 2012 and 31 December 2012, how many drug overdose events —
(a)
(b)

occurred; and
resulted in the death of the prisoner.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(a)

No accurate data available.

(b)

Zero.

Corrections: contraband and drug detection
9827.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to each correctional facility, between
1 July 2012 and 30 June 2013, how many matters were referred to Victoria Police.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
1175.

Corrections: Department of Justice staff
9828.

MR TEE — To ask the Minister for Corrections: On the first day of each quarter (or closest relevant
pay cycle date) in 2013 (1 January, 1 April and 1 July):
(1)

How many ongoing full time equivalent (FTE) staff were employed in each of the following
business units of the department —
(a) Corrections, Health and Crime Prevention;
(b) Corrections Victoria (not including Community Corrections Officers (CCOs) or Custodial
Officers (COs));
(c) Justice Health; and
(d) Community Crime Prevention.

(2)

How many ongoing full time (head count) employees were employed in each of the following
business units of the department —
(a) Corrections, Health and Crime Prevention;
(b) Corrections Victoria (not including CCOs or COs);
(c) Justice Health; and
(d) Community Crime Prevention.

(3)

How many ongoing part time (head count) employees were employed in each of the following
business units of the department —
(a) Corrections, Health and Crime Prevention;
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Corrections Victoria (not including CCOs or COs);
Justice Health; and
Community Crime Prevention.

(4)

How many fixed term and casual FTE people were employed in each of the following business
units of the department —
(a) Corrections, Health and Crime Prevention;
(b) Corrections Victoria (not including CCOs or COs);
(c) Justice Health; and
(d) Community Crime Prevention.

(5)

For each grade of CCO (including trainees) —
(a) how many ongoing CCOs were employed (head count);
(b) how many FTE CCOs were employed; and
(c) how many fixed term FTE CCOs were employed.

(6)

For each grade of CO —
(a) how many ongoing COs were employed (head count);
(b) how many FTE COs were employed; and
(c) how many fixed term FTE COs were employed.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(1)

For each quarter (excluding regional community corrections officers and custodial officers):
Quarter 1
409.2

(2)

Quarter 2
391

Quarter 3
385

For each quarter (excluding regional community corrections officers and custodial officers):
Quarter 1
29

(4)

Quarter 3
405.2

For each quarter (excluding regional community corrections officers and custodial officers):
Quarter 1
390

(3)

Quarter 2
408.7

Quarter 2
27

Quarter 3
31

For each quarter (excluding regional community corrections officers and custodial officers):
Quarter 1
22.7

Quarter 2
17.6

Quarter 3
24.9

Quarter 1
498
558.4
73.8

Quarter 2
508
559.1
63.6

Quarter 3
504
559.6
69.8

(5)
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(6)
Quarter 1
1582
1807.9
143.3

Quarter 2
1583
1835.5
144.3

Quarter 3
1621
1863.3
128.6

Assistant Treasurer: Firefighters Assessment Panel
9829.

MS HARTLAND — To ask the Assistant Treasurer: In relation to the Firefighters Assessment Panel
which, on 20 August 2013, the government announced will be established to assist in the management
and assessment of career and volunteer firefighter cancer related claims, and will comprise expert
medical, technical and claims specialists:
(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)

When will this panel be established and when will it begin to provide management and assessment
of claims.
What exactly will be the role of the Country Fire Authority (CFA) in the management or
otherwise of the panel, given that the government stated the Panel will be managed by the
Victorian WorkCover Authority with the support of the CFA.
How will the government ensure there is no conflict of interest in respect to the CFA’s
involvement in the panel and the decisions in respect to the CFA’s liability to firefighters who
claim to have contracted work-related cancer.
Why did the government choose to establish a panel to be managed by the Victorian WorkCover
Authority, rather than one that will provide independent expert opinion in assessments of claims.
Given the Victorian WorkCover Authority already relies on the evidence of expert and respected
clinicians to interpret existing research, and would utilise claims specialists in processing claims,
how will the panel lead to different outcomes in claims.
What will be the governance arrangements for the panel in respect to —
(a) how many people will sit on the panel;
(b) how many people of different types of expertise will be on the panel i.e. will there be one or
more medical experts, one or more claims experts and one or more technical experts;
(c) whether it will include employees of the Victorian WorkCover Authority;
(d) the process for appointing experts to the panel;
(e) how members of the panel will be appointed;
(f) whether panel members are likely to be current employees of the Victorian WorkCover
Authority or outside experts; and
(g) how differences of opinion between panel member in respect of claims will be resolved and
how this will impact on claims.

What will be the terms of reference of the Firefighters Assessment Panel.
Will the panel report publicly on the outcomes of its work, for example on an annual basis.
Will there be additional funding required to operate this panel.
If additional funding is required, which body will fund the panel, and will increased funding be
required from government consolidated revenue.
(11) Will this panel replace the existing claims process for firefighters making a claim for work related
cancer and, if so, how will it operate.
(12) Does the Victorian WorkCover Authority’s statement on its website that ‘Existing research has
not established a conclusive medical correlation between firefighting and cancer’ indicate that the
Authority has a predetermined view, despite the government advising that each firefighter’s claim
is considered individually on its merits, having regard to the existing scientific evidence.
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(13) How will this panel change the onus of proof and the evidence required by firefighters, which is
currently prohibitive in respect to proving their cancer is work related.
(14) What will this panel do to address the key challenge firefighters making a cancer claim face in
needing to demonstrate which incident caused their illness.
(15) Is presumptive legislation relating to firefighters who contract cancer still under consideration by
the government, or does it see this panel as offering a solution.
(16) Is the formation of this panel recognition of the evidence that states that firefighters are more
susceptible to certain cancers than other members of the general public.
ANSWER:
On 20 August 2013 the Victorian government announced the establishment of the Firefighters Assessment Panel to
assist in the timely and fair assessment of claims by career and volunteer firefighters.
(1)

The Firefighters Assessment Panel has been established and reviews claims as they are submitted.
Management of claims will remain the responsibility of the relevant WorkCover agent in the case of career
firefighters, and the Country Fire Authority (CFA) in the case of volunteers.

(2)

The CFA has worked with the VWA on establishing the Panel, however the ongoing coordination and
management of the Panel is the responsibility of the VWA.
The CFA’s volunteer compensation scheme is established under separate legislation and is aligned to the
Accident Compensation Act 1985 (AC act).
Both the CFA and the VWA will utilise the panel and process agreed upon by the VWA and CFA in the
review of volunteer claims. This is to ensure all firefighters are treated equally, respectfully and to expedite
resolution of claims.

(3)

The parties associated with the panel are independent, impartial and not aligned to the CFA. In particular, the
independent medical examiners (IMEs) on the panel are highly regarded specialists in their fields of expertise,
and operate in accordance with the Victorian WorkCover Authority’s (VWA) processes, including IME
Service Standards.
The CFA will not have any role in assessing or making decisions about claims made by career firefighters it
employs. These claims are received and assessed in accordance with the AC Act, through the VWA.
The CFA is required to make decisions about volunteer claims in accordance with its own legislative
requirements, taking into account the opinions of the Panel. The CFA does not influence the Panel members’
assessments and opinions.

(4)

The Victorian government established the Panel to ensure all Victorian firefighters, regardless of employment
or volunteer status, have the same access to a specialised and consistent process for the assessment of their
cancer injury claims in a manner that is prompt, compassionate and fair. The VWA’s involvement is in an
administrative capacity.

(5)

The VWA, and the CFA through the Panel, will continue to rely on the advice of respected clinicians to
interpret the current research, which has enabled the VWA and its agents to make decisions on the claims
received to date.
Clinicians will interpret the various studies available and, combined with their own professional judgement
and experience, arrive at an opinion to assist in making a decision on an individual claim.

(6)

The panel consists of medical experts, technical and claims specialists. An expert from each discipline is used
in the review of a claim.
The CFA has worked with the VWA on establishing the Panel, however, the ongoing coordination and
management of the Panel is the responsibility of the VWA. The VWA’s role is in an administrative capacity.
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The process for appointing experts on the panel is in accordance with the VWA’s processes and Service
Standards.
Clinicians arrive at an opinion based on their own professional judgement and experience.
(7)

The Panel operates in accordance with the VWA’s processes and Service Standards.

(8)

It is not standard practice to publically report on individual matters and claims; confidentiality and claimant
privacy are of paramount importance.

(9)

No additional funding is required.

(10) No additional funding is required.
(11) The Panel will enhance the existing claims process. The Panel provides Victorian firefighters with a robust
and consistent process for the efficient and fair review of cancer claims. The purpose is to assist professional
and volunteer firefighter claimants by streamlining the claims process to ensure that claims decisions are
made in a timely and compassionate manner.
(12) Each occupational cancer claim is considered on its merits, and utilises current scientific research. Clinicians
will interpret the various studies available and, combined with their own professional judgement and
experience, arrive at an opinion to assist in making a decision on an individual claim. This includes taking
into account a higher incidence of certain types of cancer in firefighters.
(13) Claims are assessed within the legislative requirements set out in the AC Act and the CFA’s compensation
legislation when assessing occupational cancer claims. The AC Act requires employment to be a significant
contributing factor where the disease is contracted in the course of the worker’s employment or where there is
a recurrence, aggravation, acceleration, exacerbation or deterioration of a pre-existing disease. A disease that
is due to the nature of a worker’s employment, in circumstances where it can be established that the nature of
employment gave rise to a significantly greater risk of contracting the disease, is also compensable under the
AC Act.
Where a clear link is established between employment and a disease, the VWA and CFA provide appropriate
support and compensation, as has been the case in a number of accepted firefighter cancer claims.
(14) The assessment process includes reviewing available work or volunteer history, including any attendance at
major chemical fires, and all claimants are encouraged to provide as much detail with the claim as possible.
This work history is taken into consideration by the IMEs, claims investigators and other experts in assessing
each individual claim.
(15) The Victorian government is not ruling out presumptive legislation, and will continue to consider new
medical and scientific evidence as it becomes available. Around 30 000 Victorians from all walks of life are
diagnosed with cancer each year. At present there is not sufficient evidence to conclusively say that when a
firefighter contracts cancer it has been caused through their firefighting activities.
(16) While some evidence from previous studies shows that work as a firefighter may be associated with an
increased risk of some types of cancer, those studies have not established a causal link between firefighting
and cancer that would support automatic coverage of cancer claims. The establishment of the Panel
recognises that cancer related claims are predicated on environmental exposures during firefighting activities
that occurred many years or decades ago. Such claims are difficult to assess and require careful consideration
and management. The Panel provides a process to assess these complex individual claims on merit, drawing
on expert medical opinion and current scientific evidence.

Children and early childhood development: Victorian Children’s Council
9840.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Victorian Children’s Council:
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(1)

What budget allocation was made for the council in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

(2)
(3)

What budget allocation has been made for the 2013-14 financial year for the council.
What was the total funding allocated to members of the council for remuneration and allowances
in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

(4)

On which dates did the minister meet with members of the council in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

(5)

On what dates will the term of appointment of each of the members of the Victorian Children’s
Council expire.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

The budget allocation for the Victorian Children’s Council was $20 000 in 2011–12 and $20 000 in 2012–13.

(2)

The budget allocation for the 2013-14 financial year for the council is $20 000.

(3)

The total funding allocated to members of the council for remuneration and allowances in–
(a)
(b)

(4)

2011–12 — $15 635
2012–13 — $15 727.

The dates the minister met with members of the council in:
(a)

2011–12
Monday 1 August 2011
Wednesday 21 September 2011
Wednesday 1 February 2012
Friday 10 February 2012
Friday 16 March 2012

(b)

2012–13
Wednesday 25 July 2012
Thursday 22 November 2012
Thursday 20 December 2012
Friday 1 March 2013

I am also kept informed of the work of the council regularly through briefings.
(5)

The appointment expiry date for each member of the council is listed below:
–
–
–
–

Prof. Frank Oberklaid OAM (Chair)
Sandie de Wolf AM (Deputy Chair)
Heather Barnes
Kerry Stubbings

1 October 2014
21 June 2013*
1 October 2013*
1 October 2013*
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–
–
–
–
–
–
–

David Huggins
Steve Rogers
Muriel Bamblett AM
Sue Harper OAM
Dr Donald Edgar OAM
Robert Spence
Dr Maria Apostolopoulos
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5 June 2015
5 June 2015
5 June 2015
5 June 2015
17 October 2015
17 October 2015
17 October 2015

*An appointments process for these positions is underway. These existing members have agreed to continue in
their positions until the appointments process is completed.

Technology: Supreme Court
9845.

MR SOMYUREK — To ask the Minister for Technology: In relation to the minister’s recent
announcement of funding for a new web-based case management system, known as RedCrest, which
will use high capacity broadband to lodge and manage Supreme Court case files electronically:
(1)
(2)

How much funding was provided towards this project.
What are the technical specifications of the project.

ANSWER:
The Supreme Court of Victoria was awarded a grant of $675 000 to develop and pilot the RedCrest electronic case
management system in the Commercial Court of the Supreme Court of Victoria.
The RedCrest pilot, supported under the Victorian government ICT Strategy, is an example of a responsible, staged
approach to trialling technology. The pilot will provide evidence to support future ICT decision-making within the
Court, and is expected to generate higher levels of productivity and improve government service delivery.
I am informed that the RedCrest pilot builds on an existing RedCrest proof of concept created on the Microsoft
SharePoint platform, which has been in limited use within the Commercial Court since late 2011.

Technology: government policy
9853.

MR SOMYUREK — To ask the Minister for Technology: In relation to the press release on
16 August 2013, ‘Vend opens Australian HQ in Victoria’, how does Vend’s investment align with the
Victorian government’s overarching policy framework Victoria’s Technology Plan for the Future.

ANSWER:
Victoria’s Technology Plan for the Future–Information and Communication Technology aims to develop
innovative industries within the state, particularly capabilities within the ICT sector. It states, ‘Victoria’s highly
skilled workforce, culture of innovation and world-class R and D and technology infrastructure make it an
attractive location for local and international companies wanting to establish regional headquarters and operations”.
Under Victoria’s Technology plan for the Future–Information and Communication Technology the government is
committed to using its global network to build Victoria’s global profile and promote it as an attractive investment
location.
The investment announced by Vend aligns with the government’s policy vision for local ICT sector and reaffirms
Victoria’s position as a leading destination for ICT investment and collaboration.

Technology: Connect 2014
9854.

MR SOMYUREK — To ask the Minister for Technology: What definitive steps did the Victorian
government take to secure the Connect 2014 ICT exhibition for Melbourne.
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ANSWER:
Connect 2014 is an ICT exhibition for business, trade, industry to be held at the Melbourne Convention and
Exhibition Centre in March. Connect 2014 is to be delivered by the Association and Communications Events Pty
Ltd (AC Events).
The event represents an opportunity to create an exciting new ICT event in Victoria. In scope, content and
experience, Connect 2014 is the only event of its kind in Australia and has the potential to grow significantly in size
over a period of time.
The Victorian government is providing financial support to sponsor Connect 2014. The Department of State
Development, Business and Innovation is also working with AC Events to promote the event and provide
introductions to key stakeholders from the ICT industry.

Technology: Connect 2014
9855.

MR SOMYUREK — To ask the Minister for Technology: Did the Victorian government provide any
funding to Association and Communications Events Pty Ltd (AC Events) to secure the Connect 2014
ICT exhibition for Melbourne.

ANSWER:
Connect 2014 is an ICT exhibition for business, trade, industry to be held at the Melbourne Convention and
Exhibition Centre in March 2014. Connect 2014 is to be delivered by the Association and Communications Events
Pty Ltd (AC Events).
The event represents an opportunity to create an exciting new ICT event in Victoria. In scope, content and
experience, Connect 2014 is the only event of its kind in Australia and has the potential to grow significantly in size
over a period of time.
The Victorian government is providing financial support to sponsor Connect 2014. The Department of State
Development, Business Innovation is also working with AC Events to promote the event and provide introductions
to key stakeholders from the ICT industry.

Community services: child protection
9859.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many remain
unallocated in Barwon South West as at 1 September 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data. As
there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in the system
are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker, there is no business need for time series
allocation data to be tracked.

Community services: child protection
9860.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many remain
unallocated in the Eastern Metro Region as at 1 September 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data. As
there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in the system
are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker, there is no business need for time series
allocation data to be tracked.

Community services: child protection
9861.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many remain
unallocated in Gippsland as at 1 September 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data. As
there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in the system
are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker, there is no business need for time series
allocation data to be tracked.

Community services: child protection
9862.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many remain
unallocated in the Grampians as at 1 September 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data. As
there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in the system
are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker, there is no business need for time series
allocation data to be tracked.

Community services: child protection
9863.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many remain
unallocated in Hume as at 1 September 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data. As
there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in the system
are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker, there is no business need for time series
allocation data to be tracked.

Community services: child protection
9864.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many remain
unallocated in Loddon Mallee as at 1 September 2013.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data. As
there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in the system
are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker, there is no business need for time series
allocation data to be tracked.

Community services: child protection
9865.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many remain
unallocated in the North and Western Metro Region as at 1 September 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data. As
there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in the system
are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker, there is no business need for time series
allocation data to be tracked.

Community services: child protection
9866.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many remain
unallocated in the Southern Metro Region as at 1 September 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data. As
there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in the system
are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker, there is no business need for time series
allocation data to be tracked.

Community services: child protection
9867.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 January 2013 remain unallocated in Barwon South West.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:

Community services: child protection
9868.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 January 2013 remain unallocated in the Eastern Metro Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9869.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 January 2013 remain unallocated in Gippsland.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9870.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 January 2013 remain unallocated in the Grampians.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9871.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 January 2013 remain unallocated in Hume.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9872.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 January 2013 remain unallocated in Loddon Mallee.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9873.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 January 2013 remain unallocated in the North and Western Metro Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9874.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 January 2013 remain unallocated in the Southern Metro Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9875.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 July 2013 remain unallocated in Barwon South West.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9876.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 July 2013 remain unallocated in the Eastern Metro Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9877.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 July 2013 remain unallocated in Gippsland.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9878.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 July 2013 remain unallocated in the Grampians.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9879.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 July 2013 remain unallocated in Hume.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9880.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 July 2013 remain unallocated in Loddon Mallee.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9881.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 July 2013 remain unallocated in the North and Western Metro Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9882.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
received from 1 July 2013 remain unallocated in the Southern Metro Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9883.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how long, on average,
does a case remain unallocated in Barwon South West.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems do not report the average length of time that cases in the system remain unallocated.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9884.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how long, on average,
does a case remain unallocated in the Eastern Metro Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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The department’s systems do not report the average length of time that cases in the system remain unallocated.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9885.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how long, on average,
does a case remain unallocated in Gippsland.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems do not report the average length of time that cases in the system remain unallocated.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9886.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how long, on average,
does a case remain unallocated in the Grampians.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems do not report the average length of time that cases in the system remain unallocated.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9887.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how long, on average,
does a case remain unallocated in Hume.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems do not report the average length of time that cases in the system remain unallocated.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9888.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how long, on average,
does a case remain unallocated in Loddon Mallee.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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The department’s systems do not report the average length of time that cases in the system remain unallocated.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9889.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how long, on average,
does a case remain unallocated in the North and Western Metro Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems do not report the average length of time that cases in the system remain unallocated.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9890.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how long, on average,
does a case remain unallocated in the Southern Metro Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems do not report the average length of time that cases in the system remain unallocated.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9891.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases have
been allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave in Barwon South West from 1 January
2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department now reports using the new divisions established in December 2012. The former Barwon South
West Region forms part of west division.
The child protection team manager is responsible for allocating cases to practitioners within a team, based on the
assessed risk to the child and the caseload capacity of the team. The team manager is responsible for monitoring the
safety and wellbeing of any child who cannot be allocated to a practitioner.
Cases are generally allocated during supervision between the team manager and practitioner, and not when the
practitioner is on leave. There are times when a case is allocated to a practitioner whose return from leave is
imminent, based on the anticipated case activity.
Cases generally remain allocated to a practitioner when a worker takes leave for a short period. During this time,
cases are monitored by the team manager who ensures all required tasks are completed, including visits being
undertaken by another practitioner. If leave is protracted, or case activity is high, the team manager may reassign
the case, or continue to provide oversight and ensure required tasks continue to be completed within the team.
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Community services: child protection
9892.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases have
been allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave in the Eastern Metro Region from
1 January 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department now reports using the new divisions established in December 2012. The former Eastern
Metropolitan Region forms part of east division.
The child protection team manager is responsible for allocating cases to practitioners within a team, based on the
assessed risk to the child and the caseload capacity of the team. The team manager is responsible for monitoring the
safety and wellbeing of any child who cannot be allocated to a practitioner.
Cases are generally allocated during supervision between the team manager and practitioner, and not when the
practitioner is on leave. There are times when a case is allocated to a practitioner whose return from leave is
imminent, based on the anticipated case activity.
Cases generally remain allocated to a practitioner when a worker takes leave for a short period. During this time,
cases are monitored by the team manager who ensures all required tasks are completed, including visits being
undertaken by another practitioner. If leave is protracted, or case activity is high, the team manager may reassign
the case, or continue to provide oversight and ensure required tasks continue to be completed within the team.

Community services: child protection
9893.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases have
been allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave in Gippsland from 1 January 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department now reports using the new divisions established in December 2012. The former Gippsland Region
forms part of south division.
The child protection team manager is responsible for allocating cases to practitioners within a team, based on the
assessed risk to the child and the caseload capacity of the team. The team manager is responsible for monitoring the
safety and wellbeing of any child who cannot be allocated to a practitioner.
Cases are generally allocated during supervision between the team manager and practitioner, and not when the
practitioner is on leave. There are times when a case is allocated to a practitioner whose return from leave is
imminent, based on the anticipated case activity.
Cases generally remain allocated to a practitioner when a worker takes leave for a short period. During this time,
cases are monitored by the team manager who ensures all required tasks are completed, including visits being
undertaken by another practitioner. If leave is protracted, or case activity is high, the team manager may reassign
the case, or continue to provide oversight and ensure required tasks continue to be completed within the team.

Community services: child protection
9894.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases have
been allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave in the Grampians from 1 January 2013.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department now reports using the new divisions established in December 2012. The former Grampians Region
forms part of West division.
The child protection team manager is responsible for allocating cases to practitioners within a team, based on the
assessed risk to the child and the caseload capacity of the team. The team manager is responsible for monitoring the
safety and wellbeing of any child who cannot be allocated to a practitioner.
Cases are generally allocated during supervision between the team manager and practitioner, and not when the
practitioner is on leave. There are times when a case is allocated to a practitioner whose return from leave is
imminent, based on the anticipated case activity.
Cases generally remain allocated to a practitioner when a worker takes leave for a short period. During this time,
cases are monitored by the team manager who ensures all required tasks are completed, including visits being
undertaken by another practitioner. If leave is protracted, or case activity is high, the team manager may reassign
the case, or continue to provide oversight and ensure required tasks continue to be completed within the team.

Community services: child protection
9895.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases have
been allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave in Hume from 1 January 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department now reports using the new divisions established in December 2012. The former Hume Region
forms part of south division.
The child protection team manager is responsible for allocating cases to practitioners within a team, based on the
assessed risk to the child and the caseload capacity of the team. The team manager is responsible for monitoring the
safety and wellbeing of any child who cannot be allocated to a practitioner.
Cases are generally allocated during supervision between the team manager and practitioner, and not when the
practitioner is on leave. There are times when a case is allocated to a practitioner whose return from leave is
imminent, based on the anticipated case activity.
Cases generally remain allocated to a practitioner when a worker takes leave for a short period. During this time,
cases are monitored by the team manager who ensures all required tasks are completed, including visits being
undertaken by another practitioner. If leave is protracted, or case activity is high, the team manager may reassign
the case, or continue to provide oversight and ensure required tasks continue to be completed within the team.

Community services: child protection
9896.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases have
been allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave in Loddon Mallee from 1 January 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department now reports using the new divisions established in December 2012. The former Loddon Mallee
Region forms part of north division.
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The child protection team manager is responsible for allocating cases to practitioners within a team, based on the
assessed risk to the child and the caseload capacity of the team. The team manager is responsible for monitoring the
safety and wellbeing of any child who cannot be allocated to a practitioner.
Cases are generally allocated during supervision between the team manager and practitioner, and not when the
practitioner is on leave. There are times when a case is allocated to a practitioner whose return from leave is
imminent, based on the anticipated case activity.
Cases generally remain allocated to a practitioner when a worker takes leave for a short period. During this time,
cases are monitored by the team manager who ensures all required tasks are completed, including visits being
undertaken by another practitioner. If leave is protracted, or case activity is high, the team manager may reassign
the case, or continue to provide oversight and ensure required tasks continue to be completed within the team.

Community services: child protection
9897.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases have
been allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave in the North and Western Metro Region
from 1 January 2013.

ANSWER:
The department now reports using the new divisions established in December 2012. The former North and West
Metropolitan Region was divided, and forms part of north division and West division.
The child protection team manager is responsible for allocating cases to practitioners within a team, based on the
assessed risk to the child and the caseload capacity of the team. The team manager is responsible for monitoring the
safety and wellbeing of any child who cannot be allocated to a practitioner.
Cases are generally allocated during supervision between the team manager and practitioner, and not when the
practitioner is on leave. There are times when a case is allocated to a practitioner whose return from leave is
imminent, based on the anticipated case activity.
Cases generally remain allocated to a practitioner when a worker takes leave for a short period. During this time,
cases are monitored by the team manager who ensures all required tasks are completed, including visits being
undertaken by another practitioner. If leave is protracted, or case activity is high, the team manager may reassign
the case, or continue to provide oversight and ensure required tasks continue to be completed within the team.

Community services: child protection
9898.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases have
been allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave in the Southern Metro Region from
1 January 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department now reports using the new divisions established in December 2012. The former Southern
Metropolitan Region forms part of south division.
The child protection team manager is responsible for allocating cases to practitioners within a team, based on the
assessed risk to the child and the caseload capacity of the team. The team manager is responsible for monitoring the
safety and wellbeing of any child who cannot be allocated to a practitioner.
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Cases are generally allocated during supervision between the team manager and practitioner, and not when the
practitioner is on leave. There are times when a case is allocated to a practitioner whose return from leave is
imminent, based on the anticipated case activity.
Cases generally remain allocated to a practitioner when a worker takes leave for a short period. During this time,
cases are monitored by the team manager who ensures all required tasks are completed, including visits being
undertaken by another practitioner. If leave is protracted, or case activity is high, the team manager may reassign
the case, or continue to provide oversight and ensure required tasks continue to be completed within the team.

Community services: child protection
9899.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave from 1 January 2013 have yet to be acted on in
Barwon South West.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9900.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave from 1 January 2013 have yet to be acted on in
the Eastern Metro Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9901.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave from 1 January 2013 have yet to be acted on in
Gippsland.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9902.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
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allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave from 1 January 2013 have yet to be acted on in
the Grampians.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9903.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave from 1 January 2013 have yet to be acted on in
Hume.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9904.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave from 1 January 2013 have yet to be acted on in
Loddon Mallee.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Community services: child protection
9905.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave from 1 January 2013 have yet to be acted on in
the North and Western Metro Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.
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Community services: child protection
9906.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): With
regard to child protection cases received by the Department of Human Services, how many cases
allocated to a DHS staff member on sick or annual leave from 1 January 2013 have yet to be acted on in
the Southern Metro Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The department’s systems report allocation data on a point-in-time basis, rather than utilising time-series data.
However there is always someone responsible for ensuring the needs of vulnerable children and young people in
the system are met, either a child protection team manager or an assigned worker.

Agriculture and food security: genetically modified wheat
9907.

MR BARBER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Agriculture
and Food Security): In relation to the planned open air trial of GM wheat in November 2013 in
Horsham:
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)

What responsibility will the Department of Environment and Primary Industries take if GM wheat
contamination affects neighbouring farmers.
Which countries does Victoria export wheat to.
Has the minister contacted the relevant authorities in those countries to discuss whether the
planned trial could impact on wheat sales to those countries and, if so, have any authorities
responded with concerns and what is the nature of those concerns.
Is the minister aware that in May this year Japanese authorities cancelled a tender offer to buy
wheat from the US after unapproved GM wheat patented by Monsanto was found in an Oregon
field.
What measures have been taken to ensure that Victorian markets are protected from GM wheat
contamination.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

No spread or persistence of GM wheat beyond the trials sites is expected. The Department of Environment
and Primary Industries has been conducting GM wheat trials in Victoria since 2007 without incident. All of
the department’s GM trials are authorised and licensed by the commonwealth Office of the Gene Technology
Regulator (OGTR) and follow strict licence conditions to prevent any spread or persistence of the GM wheat
beyond the trial sites. The licence conditions require containment of plants at the trial site, secure transport
and storage of the GM plant materials, and post-harvest monitoring at the trial site to ensure all GM wheat
plants are destroyed. Full details of the licence conditions are available on the OGTR website:
www.ogtr.gov.au.

(2)

Victoria’s top export markets for wheat in 2012–13 were:
–
–
–
–
–

Indonesia.
China.
Malaysia.
Sudan.
Vietnam.

There are numerous smaller markets.
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(3)

No. There are no expected impacts under the licence conditions.

(4)

Yes. This event was reported by the United States Department of Agriculture as a single isolated incident in a
single field on a single farm. Japan has since resumed imports of wheat from the United States without
restriction.

(5)

The department’s GM wheat research is undertaken in accordance with OGTR licence conditions to prevent
any spread or persistence of the GM wheat beyond the trial sites.

Education: school construction
9938.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): Which Victorian government schools have buildings of light timber construction with
celestial windows.

ANSWER:
I am advised as follows:
Many hundreds of Light Timber Construction (LTC) school buildings were built throughout Victoria, all using
clerestory windows.
In recent years, many LTC buildings have been altered by raising the passage ceilings to combine the original
classroom with the passage space to suit contemporary teaching methods. In these cases, clerestory windows no
longer exist.
It would be an unreasonable diversion of resources to prepare a list of schools that currently have LTC buildings
and clerestory windows from the 27 000 buildings at over 1750 government school campuses across Victoria.

Education: school maintenance
9939.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): What are the requirements for Victorian government schools to maintain their fire hydrant
systems.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Fire hydrant systems are considered an Essential Service, as defined in the Building Code of Australia. They must
be kept in an operational condition and are subject to a specific maintenance and test regime in accordance with
AS2419 Fire Hydrant Installations and AS1851.4, 1992 Maintenance of Fire Protection Equipment, Fire Hydrant
Installations.
In the School Policy and Advisory Guide, accessible via the Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development’s website, the School Maintenance section provides details on the requirements of what schools need
to do to maintain their essential services.
Schools are advised that they need to comply with the Guidelines for Essential Services Maintenance in Schools
and ensure that they:
– identify the essential services present in the school and maintain them to required standards;
– keep hard copy records of maintenance for possible review by council or fire brigade;
– at the end of each year, complete an Annual Essential Services Report (form 15) and display this in an approved
location within the school; and
– display current occupancy permits in an approved location.
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Education: school maintenance
9940.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): How many Victorian government schools are currently compliant with their maintenance
obligations for their fire hydrant systems.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development does not maintain a central record of schools’
compliance with maintenance obligations for fire hydrant systems, as these records are kept at a school level.
In line with Victorian government’s commitment to school autonomy, it is each principal’s responsibility to ensure
that their school’s maintenance obligations for all fire hydrant systems are met. The department supports principals
to comply with their maintenance obligations through the provision of:
– funding for the inspection and maintenance of fire hydrants;
– an annual program for the upgrade of existing hydrant systems;
– advice on requirements for maintaining essential services; and
– an electronic system to assist with the scheduling and completion of regular inspections and maintenance.

Health: Frankston Hospital
9944.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Health: How many additional beds were opened to
transfer patients waiting longer than 24 hours on a trolley for admission at Frankston Hospital
Emergency department in the months of —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

September 2012;
October 2012;
November 2012;
December 2012;
January 2013;
February 2013;
March 2013;
April 2013;
May 2013; and
June 2013.

ANSWER:
Daily bed numbers in hospitals fluctuate according to hospital activity and clinical demand. Health Services make
their own operational decisions relating to bed availability based on their own set of unique circumstances. Also,
hospital bed counts alone do not take account of efficient use of bed stock, the additional capacity associated with
alternate care models or the shift from traditional inpatient treatment models to non-inpatient care.
Key capital project commitments with extra bed capacity have commenced at Frankston Hospital that will more
than double the size of the existing emergency department. There is $81 million worth of funding to expand the
intensive care unit, and construct a new four-level building on site, which includes:
– 2 new 32 bed wards to increase surgical and medical multi-day inpatient bed capacity on site;
– 24 additional short stay beds
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– 2 additional intensive care unit beds
– 2 additional special care nursery cots
– a refurbished emergency department to provide for expanded ambulatory services.

Health: Frankston Hospital
9945.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Health: How many beds did the government open at
Frankston Hospital to meet its performance target of zero patients waiting longer than 24 hours for
admission in the months of —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)

August 2012;
September 2012;
October 2012;
November 2012;
December 2012;
January 2013;
February 2013;
March 2013;
April 2013;
May 2013; and
June 2013.

ANSWER:
Daily bed numbers in hospitals fluctuate according to hospital activity and clinical demand. Health Services make
their own operational decisions relating to bed availability based on their own set of unique circumstances. Also,
hospital bed counts alone do not take account of efficient use of bed stock, the additional capacity associated with
alternate care models or the shift from traditional inpatient treatment models to non-inpatient care.
Key capital project commitments with extra bed capacity have commenced at Frankston Hospital that will more
than double the size of the existing emergency department. There is $81 million worth of funding to expand the
intensive care unit, and construct a new four-level building on site, which includes:
– 2 new 32 bed wards to increase surgical and medical multi-day inpatient bed capacity on site;
– 24 additional short stay beds
– 2 additional intensive care unit beds
– 2 additional special care nursery cots
– a refurbished emergency department to provide for expanded ambulatory services.

Health: Frankston Hospital
9946.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Health: How many extra beds is the government opening
to address the summer demand at Frankston Hospital Emergency Department in the months of —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

December 2013;
January 2014;
February 2014; and
March 2014.
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ANSWER:
Daily bed numbers in hospitals fluctuate according to hospital activity and clinical demand. Health Services make
their own operational decisions relating to bed availability based on their own set of unique circumstances. Also,
hospital bed counts alone do not take account of efficient use of bed stock, the additional capacity associated with
alternate care models or the shift from traditional inpatient treatment models to non-inpatient care.
Key capital project commitments with extra bed capacity have commenced at Frankston Hospital that will more
than double the size of the existing emergency department. There is $81 million worth of funding to expand the
intensive care unit, and construct a new four-level building on site, which includes:
– 2 new 32 bed wards to increase surgical and medical multi-day inpatient bed capacity on site;
– 24 additional short stay beds
– 2 additional intensive care unit beds
– 2 additional special care nursery cots
– a refurbished emergency department to provide for expanded ambulatory services.

Ageing: residential care
9948.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to public sector residential aged care
facilities in Victoria:
(1)

What is the number of breaches of the Aged Care Act 1997 (Cth) for each facility between:
(a) 1 July 2011 and 30 June 2012; and
(b) 1 July 2012 and 30 June 2013.

(2)

What is the number of the breaches of the Health Services Act 1988 for each facility between —
(a) 1 July 2011 and 30 June 2012; and
(b) 1 July 2012 and 30 June 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1a) Between 1 July 2011 and 30 June 2012, there were 13 breaches of the commonwealth’s Aged Care Act
identified in 13 public sector residential aged care facilities.
(1b) Between 1 July 2012 and 30 June 2013, there were 5 breaches of the commonwealth’s Aged Care Act
identified in 5 public sector residential aged care facilities.
All these breaches in public sector residential aged care facilities were remedied within the timeframes set by
the commonwealth.
All facilities are currently operating with a full three year accreditation period granted by the commonwealth.
There were 22 breaches during Labour’s last year in office, for the same period i.e. 1 July 2009 to 30 June
2010.
There has been a change in commonwealth practice for issuing notices relating to breaches of the Aged Care
Act since 2011.
(2a) There were no breaches of the Health Services Act for any public sector residential aged care facility between
1 July 2011 and 30 June 2012.
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(2b) There were no breaches of the Health Services Act for any public sector residential aged care facility between
1 July 2012 and 30 June 2013.

Ageing: home and community care
9949.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Alpine Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013-14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9950.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Ararat Rural City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012-13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012-13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013-14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9951.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Ballarat City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012-13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012-13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013-14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9952.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Banyule City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 5 February 2014

COUNCIL

247

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9953.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Bass Coast Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9954.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Baw Baw Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
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2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9955.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Bayside City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9956.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Benalla Rural City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.
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What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9957.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Boroondara City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9958.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Brimbank City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
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1 July 2012.

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9959.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Buloke Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9960.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Campaspe Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 5 February 2014

(b)
(c)
(d)
(5)

COUNCIL

251

1 July 2011;
1 January 2012; and
1 July 2012.

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9961.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Cardinia Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9962.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Casey City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
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(4)

What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9963.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Central Goldfields Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9964.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Colac Otway Shire Council:
(1)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
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What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9965.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Corangamite Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9966.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Darebin City Council:
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(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9967.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the East Gippsland Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.
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Ageing: home and community care
9968.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Frankston City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9969.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Gannawarra Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
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The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9970.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Glen Eira City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9971.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Glenelg Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9972.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Golden Plains Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9973.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Greater Bendigo City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9974.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Greater Dandenong City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9975.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Greater Geelong City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
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2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9976.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Greater Shepparton City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9977.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Hepburn Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
260

COUNCIL

(5)

Wednesday, 5 February 2014

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9978.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Hindmarsh Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9979.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Hobsons Bay City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
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1 July 2012.

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9980.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Horsham Rural City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9981.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Hume City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
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1 July 2011;
1 January 2012; and
1 July 2012.

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9982.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Indigo Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9983.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Kingston City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
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What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9984.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Knox City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9985.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Latrobe City Council:
(1)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
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(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9986.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Loddon Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9987.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Macedon Ranges Shire Council:
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(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9988.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Manningham City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.
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Ageing: home and community care
9989.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Mansfield Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9990.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Maribyrnong City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
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The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9991.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Maroondah City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9992.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Melbourne City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
268

COUNCIL

Wednesday, 5 February 2014

Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9993.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Melton Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9994.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Mildura Rural City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9995.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Mitchell Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9996.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Moira Shire Council:
(1)
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012-13.
What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
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2011–12; and
2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9997.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Monash City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9998.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Moonee Valley City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.
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What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
9999.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Moorabool City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 000.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Moreland City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
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What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 001.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 002.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Mount Alexander Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
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1 July 2011;
1 January 2012; and
1 July 2012.

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 003.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Moyne Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 004.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Murrindindi Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
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(4)

What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 005.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Nillumbik Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 006.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Northern Grampians Shire Council:
(1)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
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(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 007.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Port Phillip City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 008.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Pyrenees Shire Council:
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(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 009.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Borough of Queenscliffe:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.
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Ageing: home and community care
10 010.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the South Gippsland Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 011.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Southern Grampians Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
278

COUNCIL

Wednesday, 5 February 2014

The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 012.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Stonnington City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 013.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Strathbogie Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 014.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Surf Coast Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 015.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Swan Hill Rural City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 016.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Towong Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 017.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Wangaratta Rural City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
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2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 018.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Warrnambool City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 019.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Wellington Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.
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What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 020.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the West Wimmera Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 021.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Whitehorse City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
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1 July 2012.

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 022.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Whittlesea City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 023.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Wodonga City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
284

COUNCIL

(b)
(c)
(d)
(5)

Wednesday, 5 February 2014

1 July 2011;
1 January 2012; and
1 July 2012.

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011-12; and
(b) 2012-13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 024.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Wyndham City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 025.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Yarra City Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
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(4)

What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 026.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Yarra Ranges Shire Council:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Ageing: home and community care
10 027.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Ageing: In relation to the Victorian government’s funding
for Home and Community Care (HACC) Services for the Yarriambiack Shire Council:
(1)
(2)

What was the funding contribution in 2012–13.
What was the total number of HACC service hours funded in 2012–13.
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(3)
(4)

What will be the funding contribution in 2013–14.
What was the total number of individuals waiting for HACC services as at —
(a) 1 January 2011;
(b) 1 July 2011;
(c) 1 January 2012; and
(d) 1 July 2012.

(5)

What has been the growth in the target population of this local government area in —
(a) 2011–12; and
(b) 2012–13.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Work is underway to prepare a response required for this question and the numerous and complex related
questions.
The Department of Health are reviewing the data required to answer this question and I will respond more fully in
due course.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens
10 028.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the minister’s announcement on 21 June 2012 of a new round of kindergarten capital grants: Who were
the successful grant recipients under this grant round and what amount did they receive for —
(a)
(b)
(c)

Integrated Children’s Centres;
New Early Learning Facilities; and
Early Learning Facility Upgrades.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
A full list of successful recipients for the Children’s Facilities Capital Program 201213 grants round (announced on
21 June 2012) was published in November 2012 on the Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development’s website and is still accessible.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens
10 029.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the minister’s announcement on 9 November 2012 of the 92 services who had received grants in the
previous funding round of kindergarten capital grants: Who were the successful grant recipients under
this grant round and what amount did they receive for —
(a)
(b)
(c)

Integrated Children’s Centres;
New Early Learning Facilities; and
Early Learning Facility Upgrades.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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A full list of successful recipients for the Children’s Facilities Capital Program 2012–13 grants round (announced
on 21 June 2012) was published in November 2012 on the Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development’s website and is still accessible.

Community services: child protection
10 033.

MS PENNICUIK — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): In
relation to Koori children in child protection:
(1)
(2)

(3)

How many Koori children have cultural care plans, as required under the Children Youth and
Families Act 2005.
Why is it that in Victoria kinship carers are only eligible for a base rate for remuneration, unlike
foster carers who are eligible for the base rate or a rate for an intensive level of care and then a
higher rate for a complex level of care.
Why do foster carers have access to training that kinship carers do not, such as training on trauma,
where such training would be useful for kinship carers of Koori children.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

As of 7 November 2013, 197 Aboriginal children have a cultural plan that is in place or currently being
finalised as required under the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005.

(2)

Victorian kinship carers may be eligible for an adjustment to the rate of reimbursement, by request, in
exceptional circumstances.
To make such a request, the kinship carer must have a child/ children in their care who are subject to statutory
orders during a period of active child protection involvement. There is no limit to the number of adjustment
requests that can be lodged for a single care arrangement.

(3)

Kinship carers are a unique cohort of carers with different training and support requirements to that of foster
carers.
In 2012 the Department of Human Services developed and implemented a three year calendar of training
sessions specifically targeting both kinship carers and kinship care staff. This training commenced in
November 2012 and is underpinned by a therapeutic approach designed to assist kinship carers in providing
children in their care with support and stability. It is available to carers with children in both statutory and
non-statutory kinship arrangements.
The training providers are required to work with Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations (ACCOs)
to deliver a cultural component in the sessions where carers of Aboriginal children are involved.

Higher education and skills: Bendigo TAFE
10 036.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills: In relation to discussions between
Bendigo TAFE and any other party that seek an outcome where Bendigo TAFE no longer controls the
Bendigo campus in McCrae Street or any part of that campus:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Who are the parties to these discussions.
What was sought from these discussions.
Has the minister or his department had discussions with Bendigo TAFE regarding the Bendigo
McCrae Street campus.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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(1), (2) and (3):
TAFE institutes regularly assess their delivery locations in line with student demand, the need to ensure financial
viability, and to be competitive in the training market.
Regarding the suggested closure of the Bendigo TAFE City Campus, Bendigo TAFE has said publicly that this is
not an option it is currently considering.

Treasurer: fire services levy
10 038.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Assistant Treasurer (for the Treasurer): In relation to a constituent
from Noble Park who was charged a fire services levy of $165 in her December 2011 to 2012 home
insurance policy, which was increased to $235 in her next policy, who has now been informed by the
City of Greater Dandenong that as of 1 July 2013, a fire services levy will be charged to her annual rates
notice and has been advised by Fire Services Levy Monitor staff that she will not entitled to a refund as
the levy paid in December was a financial year charge, not a December to December charge:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Is the advice received from the Fire Services Levy Monitor correct; if not, will she receive a rebate
on the amount charged by her insurance company.
What is the role of the Fire Services Levy Monitor in ensuring constituents are not charged twice
for the levy.
If no rebate is forthcoming, how can the Napthine government describe this as a ‘fairer fire levy’
through their relevant website and taxpayer-funded television commercials.

ANSWER:
The government has established an independent Fire Services Levy Monitor (the Monitor) headed by Professor
Allan Fels to oversee the transition to the new property-based levy and ensure that insurers genuinely pass on
savings to their customers. The levy on insurers has ceased and insurers are no longer entitled to collect a fire
services levy from policyholders for policies taken out or renewed from 1 July 2013.
The advice provided by the Monitor is correct. The change in the levy arrangements from 1 July 2013 does not
mean that insurance policy holders are paying to fund the fire services twice for the same year. A levy component
paid in an insurance premium prior to 1 July 2013 went to fund the fire services for the
2012–13 financial year, even though the period of insurance extends beyond 1 July 2013.
The fire services property levy to be paid with local council rates from 30 September 2013 goes to fund the fire
services for the 2013–14 financial year.
If a person is concerned that their insurer is double charging them by continuing to charge a fire services levy after
1 July 2013, this would be price exploitation. Insurers face penalties of up to $10 million in fines for exploiting
customers.
The Monitor also enforces new consumer protection laws in relation to insurance premiums and the levy that
protect consumers against false representation and misleading and deceptive conduct. For example, if an insurer
claimed that it had removed the levy from its premiums when in reality it had not done so, it would be liable under
the consumer protection laws referred to above for a fine of up to $10 million.
The impact of the Fire Services Property Levy on each property owner will vary depending on the value of their
property, the classification of their property, their eligibility for a concession, and what they paid under the
insurance-based fire services levy.
However, the Fire Services Property Levy rates have been set such that the Fire Services Property Levy payable by
the average insured property in each sector is less than under the insurance-based system.
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We are confident that in introducing this significant reform, and meeting our commitment to implementing the
recommendations made by the Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission, Victorians will benefit from a fairer
system.

Public transport: school buses
10 042.

MS PULFORD — To ask the Minister for Planning (for the Minister for Public Transport): In relation
to the Lavers Hill Primary School bus route, why is the Department of Transport bussing children to
Colac when the nearest primary school to Gellibrand is Carlisle River.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
No school bus service operates to Carlisle River. Students from Gellibrand can access the bus service that travels
between Gellibrand and Colac to attend the next nearest government primary school in Elliminyt.
Public Transport Victoria is aware that there are no government primary students from Gellibrand travelling all the
way to Colac.
There are some non-government school students making this journey that are eligible for free travel as they are
attending the nearest school of their chosen denomination.

Public transport: school buses
10 043.

MS PULFORD — To ask the Minister for Planning (for the Minister for Public Transport): In relation
to the Lavers Hill Primary School bus route, why is the Department of Transport continuing to transport
children to Timboon P-12 when the closest school to the township of Princetown is Lavers Hill.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
Public Transport Victoria conducted a review of the Lavers Hill school bus network in term 3 of 2013. The review
identified that the service to Lavers Hill that operated out of Princetown was not conveying any passengers.
This service was deemed as surplus to the needs of travellers under the school bus program and was therefore
terminated.
The termination of this service meant that, under the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development’s
policy, primary students from Princetown could now access free travel to Simpson Primary School as their next
closest school and secondary students could travel to Timboon P-12 School as their next closest school because
there is no longer a service available that could convey them to Lavers Hill P-12 College.
A minimum of 15 students is required to seek approval to implement a new service.

Corrections: prisoner numbers
10 044.

MS PENNICUIK — To ask the Minister for Corrections: In relation to the increase in prisoner
numbers in Victoria in the last twelve months:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the number and percentage increase of all prisoners.
What is the number and percentage increase of male and female prisoners.
What proportion of the increase in male and female prisoners is due to the abolition of suspended
sentences and home detention.
What proportion of the increase in male and female prison numbers is due to denied bail
applications.
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What proportion of the increase in male and female prison numbers is due to refusal of parole or
breaches of parole.
What proportion of the prisoners referred to in (3), (4) and (5) are in minimum security prisons or
correctional centres.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
No.
727
644
83

(1)
(2)

%
14
14
25

(3)

Specific data not available.

(4)

Specific data not available.

(5)

47 per cent breach of parole.

(6)

specific data not available.

Employment and trade: job losses
10 045.

MS TIERNEY — To ask the Assistant Treasurer (for the Minister for Employment and Trade): In
relation to the 20 job losses due to the redundancies made at Brockman Engineering in Geelong, what
assistance will the Napthine government provide these workers who have been affected by these job
cuts just weeks before Christmas.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Brockman Engineering has advised the government that these redundancies are due to a decline in work from key
clients, completed interstate project work, future projects being placed on hold or delayed, and strong competition
for work.
As part of responding to these job losses, my department has discussed with Brockman Engineering the
coordination of information sessions for affected employees with the relevant government agencies and service
providers.
This includes information regarding access to retraining opportunities under the Victorian Training Guarantee,
potential job matching with businesses that may be seeking additional skilled employees in Geelong, or
information on planning or starting a small business or franchise.
The government continues to work closely with business and local stakeholders in Geelong to attract new
investment and create jobs.
A recent example is government support for Sky Software to attract a Global Software Support Centre to Geelong
that will create 40 new jobs, servicing sites in 60 countries around the world.
The government is supporting major job creation projects in Geelong including the National Disability Insurance
Scheme (NDIS) headquarters and relocation of the Victorian WorkCover Authority head office to Geelong.
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Community services: household energy concessions
10 047.

MS HARTLAND — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): In
relation to the Excess Energy Concession, where concession card households with annual electricity
bills of more than $2763, and gas bills of more than $1462 during the winter period, will need to apply
for the Excess Energy Concession to continue to receive the 17.5 per cent concession on energy
consumed above this amount:
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

When a household accessing the annual electricity concession exceeds the $2763 threshold for
electricity costs, will they be notified in writing of the opportunity to apply for the Excess Energy
Concession.
When a household accessing the winter gas concession exceeds the $1462 threshold for gas costs,
will they be notified in writing of the opportunity to apply for the Excess Energy Concession.
What energy efficiency support will be provided to households who exceed the $2763 threshold
for electricity costs and the $1462 threshold for gas costs.
What is the government doing to help overcome barriers to people accessing the Excess Energy
Concession.
Given costs of energy vary in different distribution areas and between retailers, what is the
government doing to make the threshold for the Excess Energy Concession fairer.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

When a household accessing the annual electricity concession exceeds the threshold for electricity costs they
will be notified in writing of the opportunity to apply for the Excess Energy Concession.

(2)

When a household accessing the winter gas concession exceeds the threshold for gas costs they will be
notified in writing of the opportunity to apply for the Excess Energy Concession.

(3)

Households who exceed the threshold for electricity and gas costs will be provided with information designed
to assist them reduce their energy consumption.

(4)

The government will write to concession cardholders with a history of high energy consumption to provide
them with information about the initiative. Information about the new concession is also available on the
Concessions website and publications.

(5)

All eligible households are able to receive the full concession above the threshold by submitting an
application form.
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