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ROYAL ASSENT
Tuesday, 22 November 2011

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 22 November 2011
The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. N. Atkinson) took the
chair at 2.03 p.m. and read the prayer.

5327

Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — I tell the opposition
spokesperson that this letter was prepared by a member
of my staff.
Supplementary question

ROYAL ASSENT
Messages read advising royal assent to:
15 November
Transport Legislation Amendment (Public
Transport Development Authority) Act 2011
Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation
Act 2011
Water Legislation Amendment (Water
Infrastructure Charges) Act 2011
22 November
Electricity Industry Amendment (Transitional
Feed-in Tariff Scheme) Act 2011
Sentencing Amendment (Community Correction
Reform) Act 2011.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Minister for Children and Early Childhood
Development: correspondence
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Children and Early
Childhood Development. I refer to the minister’s letters
to Take a Break petitioners dated 4 November 2011,
and I ask: was the letter composed by public servants in
her department or by members of her personal staff?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — I do not know what
the member is talking about.
The PRESIDENT — Order! The minister is not
aware to which letter the member is referring.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL — There have been a
number of letters.
The PRESIDENT — Order! The minister would
sign probably hundreds of letters a day, and she is not
sure to which letter the member is referring.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I am
happy to provide a copy to the minister. However,
given that she has sent more than 5000 of them, I
assume she would know which one I am talking about.

Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — My
supplementary question is in regard to the same letter,
of which, as I have said, 5000 copies have gone out to
petitioners across Victoria, and I ask: was the letter
compiled and distributed using departmental resources?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — Five thousand of
these letters were not sent out on 4 November at all.

Nurses: enterprise bargaining
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
question is directed to the Minister for Health,
Mr Davis, and I ask: can the minister update the house
on progress of negotiations with the ANF (Australian
Nursing Federation)?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I thank
the member for her question and for her interest in
health-related matters in the eastern suburbs of
Melbourne. I want to take the opportunity to update the
house on the EBA (enterprise bargaining agreement)
activities with respect to nurses.
Whilst detailed negotiations are occurring during
conciliation between the Victorian Hospitals Industrial
Association and the ANF, I can inform the house that
the ANF union applied to the Federal Court of Australia
for a stay and that request for a stay today was not
upheld in the Federal Court. That means that the orders
of Fair Work Australia that indicate the action of the
ANF is not a protected action remain in force.
The ANF union has taken a step which is really quite
unfortunate given that two meetings of the Fair Work
Australia tribunal have found that patient safety would
be compromised by the closure of many beds across the
state. The ANF took the view that one-third of hospital
beds across the state would be closed, and it is clear that
over a period of days the ANF escalated the number of
bed closures — up to almost 1000 additional beds were
closed across the state by the ANF. I make the point
that this was an unsustainable situation given the impact
that it was having on emergency departments in the
state and the significant number of elective surgery
cancellations.
I am informed that as of around midday today 232 beds
around the state have been closed by the ANF union as
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a result of its industrial action. I make the point that that
is a significant number. It has increased since yesterday,
when 139 beds were closed in Victoria due to the
actions of the ANF union. That number has increased
since the meeting the ANF held yesterday, where its
members voted to take unprotected action in clear
defiance of the decisions of Fair Work Australia.
We are in, I have to say, unfortunate and very
concerning territory where patient health and safety is
at risk and where Fair Work Australia, the independent
umpire, has taken the position that the protected action
should cease and that unprotected action should also
cease. I make it clear to Mrs Kronberg and the house,
through you, President, that the government believes it
is quite wrong for the ANF union to be closing hospital
beds around the state as part of its industrial action in a
way that is likely to impact severely on patients.
I am concerned. I remain committed to finding a
negotiated way through this, as does the government.
The government is prepared to work with the ANF
union and nurses across the state to seek a way to pay
nurses significantly more. The government’s wages
policy has been outlined in this chamber by a number
of members of the ministry on a number of occasions,
and it is well understood. A number of individual
groups within the public sector have been able to
negotiate good outcomes.

Minister for Children and Early Childhood
Development: correspondence
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
My question is to the Minister for Children and Early
Childhood Development. I also refer to the minister’s
letters to Take a Break petitioners, at least one of which
is dated 4 November and is in the minister’s possession,
and I ask: does this letter and its contents comply with
the relevant Auditor-General’s guidelines for the use of
departmental resources?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — When a constituent
writes to me, or indeed when a constituent even
petitions the Parliament, I think they deserve and expect
a response, and I will respond to constituents’ concerns.
Supplementary question
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
note that the minister completely ignored the basis of
the question, which was whether or not the letter in
general terms complies with the guidelines of the
Auditor-General, so perhaps she will be able to answer
if I make it a bit more specific. Specifically, is it the
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minister’s understanding that the Auditor-General’s
guidelines deem it acceptable to use departmental
resources to circulate correspondence promoting the
election promises of her federal Liberal Party
colleagues and encouraging them to support a
campaign run by her federal colleagues?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — As I said in my
substantive answer, this particular letter was in answer
to a concern raised by a constituent and it provided
information to that constituent. I will continue to
respond to constituents when they raise concerns with
me.

Schools: mathematics and science
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Higher Education and
Skills, Mr Hall. I ask: can the minister explain to the
house how the Baillieu government is inspiring school
students to study science and mathematics at TAFE and
university?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I thank Ms Crozier for her question and
interest in this matter. During the last sitting week of
this Parliament I spoke about inspiring and engaging
primary school students in the area of maths and
science with a maths and science initiative which is an
outcome of an promise given by the government at the
last election. I spoke about the primary teachers who
were embarking upon a program to specialise in maths
and science teaching at primary school. That is an
important first step.
The Baillieu government acknowledges and recognises
the need to build on that and to provide opportunities
for senior students to study maths and science and to
pursue careers involving maths and science at a tertiary
level. One of the ways to achieve that is to piggyback
on the Australian Grand Prix event and stage alongside
that event a careers and skills forum to encourage
students and to provide them with opportunities to
demonstrate interest in maths and science technology
and engineering and advanced manufacturing skills. So
it was that just last month I was joined by Ms Crozier
on the grand prix track at Pit Stop Lane, which is in her
electorate, and we launched the Careers and Skills
Forum that will take place alongside the 2012
Australian Grand Prix. This forum will be held on
15 March next year.
I know the Grand Prix engages those in the opposition
parties to a great extent, as it does many young people.
It is the government’s initiative to use that particular
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event in Melbourne to encourage young people to
recognise and acknowledge the many important careers
they might have in advanced manufacturing,
particularly in the motor and aviation industries. This
forum will be run by the Australian Grand Prix
Corporation in partnership with the Victorian
government and the Defence Materiel Organisation.
I was pleased to be joined by Ms Crozier and two
young ambassadors to promote this particular skills
forum. It is a great opportunity to engage young people
in maths and science careers. The Baillieu government
is determined to pursue this as one of its key agendas.
Mind you, the only disappointment of the day was the
fact that Ms Crozier and I are of such a height that we
had difficulty fitting into the Formula One motor
vehicles at that particular event, but it was not through
lack of trying! It was of great excitement to us, and I am
sure it will attract the interest of many young Victorians
to participate in the Careers and Skills Forum next year.
Hopefully they will be engaged and excited to pursue a
career that might involve maths and science and
advanced manufacturing.

Minister for Children and Early Childhood
Development: correspondence
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question is for the Minister for Children and Early
Childhood Development. I, too, refer to her letter of
4 November to Take A Break petition signers. How
many public servants were engaged in compiling and
distributing the letter on the minister’s letterhead and
the attached petition for Senator Fifield?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — I guess the shadow
minister is referring to the letter of 4 November. There
were no public servants involved in the printing or
distribution of this letter in my office on 4 November.
Supplementary question
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — It begs
the question: if there were no public servants from the
minister’s office and no mention of postage, were they
doing it in the department? The specific supplementary
question to the minister is: were there any costs to the
taxpayer in wages, postage or printing of this letter to
citizens with the attached petition for Senator Mitch
Fifield?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — This is a single letter
that would have been printed by a member of my staff,
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signed by me, put in an envelope and posted through
my office on 4 November.

Manufacturing: food processing industry
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question today is for the Minister for Manufacturing,
Exports and Trade. I ask the minister: can he advise the
house on the importance of the food processing
industry as one of Victoria’s leading manufacturers and
exporters?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade) — I thank the
member for his question. Mr Ondarchie understands the
importance of the food processing industry and the
impact that it has in Victoria, on exports in particular. I
also acknowledge Mr Ondarchie for the many visits
that we have had throughout Northern Metropolitan
Region to many of the large companies throughout that
area.
I was privileged last week to join the Premier, the
Deputy Premier and my ministerial colleague Peter
Walsh in hosting some of the state’s top manufacturers
at a round table on the future of Victoria’s food
processing industry. The round table brought together
17 companies that employ more than 25 000
Victorians. They included several of our leading
exporters, with the food and beverages sector
accounting for $4.8 billion of this state’s annual exports
to global markets — a very important and strategic
sector. This was one of an extensive range of initiatives
launched by the coalition government in its first year in
office to strengthen its engagement with business at all
levels.
The food processing industry in Victoria is facing a
number of challenges: the high dollar, intense global
competition and the threat of higher energy costs
through the carbon tax. These are pressures common to
all manufacturers, yet the Victorian coalition
government understands the particular importance of
the food processing sector in supporting the economies
of our regional communities. Up to 28 000 people are
employed in food processing in regional Victoria,
which is around 30 per cent of all of Victoria’s regional
manufacturing jobs.
The round table provided a welcome opportunity for
the ministers, the Premier and the Deputy Premier to sit
down together face to face with the leading industry
stakeholders to get a better understanding of the
challenges they face and to look at how government
and industry can work together to increase productivity
through less intrusive government regulation, better
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access to skilled labour, improved transport and
infrastructure and more efficient use of water and
energy. There are opportunities to strengthen our food
manufacturing by boosting productivity and
competitiveness. The more businesses that are able to
transform themselves into internationally competitive
and innovative enterprises, the more the food industry
in Victoria will strengthen and expand.
The future success of individual manufacturing
businesses will be determined by their capacity to adapt
to the changing market conditions by innovating, by
identifying new markets, products and services, and by
continuously looking for improvements to productivity
and competitiveness. Productivity and competitiveness:
those are the words that those opposite fail to
understand time and again. It is also important for
government to become more responsible and flexible in
assisting businesses.
Under the Baillieu government, industry support is
being reshaped to reflect the needs of industry at the
firm level. Through the Victorian Competition and
Efficiency Commission report this government has
undertaken the most rigorous review of the
manufacturing sector of anywhere in Australia. In
drafting our response to the VCEC report, we will be
identifying the pressures applying specifically to
manufacturing and looking at how best to tailor specific
firm-based solutions.
My department is expanding its engagement with
Victorian businesses. We are opening more Victorian
government business offices, we will be doubling the
number of business development managers over the
next 12 months and we will be rolling out our enhanced
company engagement model to collect more relevant
and timely data on business issues.

Minister for Children and Early Childhood
Development: correspondence
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not respond to anything. A number of letters have gone
out regarding Take a Break.
Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL — There have been a
number of letters that have gone out regarding Take a
Break. I do not have the actual number in my
possession at the moment. There are a number of
letters.
Supplementary question
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I again
refer the minister to her refusal to respond on this issue
and particularly her refusal to respond in relation to the
compliance with the Auditor-General’s guidelines, and
I ask: will the minister cooperate with any inquiry by
the Auditor-General’s office into the content of and the
distribution of this letter?
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I am concerned about
this supplementary question in the respect that I think it
is hypothetical. I would ask the member to perhaps
rephrase the question. I would be comfortable with it
not having a reference to an inquiry that does not
exist — in other words, if it asked, will the minister be
prepared to provide information at a subsequent stage
or something of that nature. Talking about an inquiry is
hypothetical in my view, and I am concerned about
that. Ms Mikakos, to rephrase the question.
Ms MIKAKOS — Given that the minister has
refused to inform the house as to how many letters have
gone out on her ministerial letterhead, will she advise
the Auditor-General’s office of the precise number of
letters that have gone out on her ministerial letterhead
and what resources were used by her department in
distributing this letter?
Honourable members interjecting.

Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Children and Early
Childhood Development. I again refer the minister to
the letter of 4 November on the minister’s letterhead.
Given that the minister has refused to respond to
questions around compliance with the
Auditor-General’s guidelines, and given that she has
denied that she has sent 5000 letters, I ask the minister:
how many similar letters have been sent?

The PRESIDENT — Order! I will allow the
minister to answer. I do not regard that question as
hypothetical, although if that information happened to
appear on the Auditor-General’s desk out of the blue, I
am not sure he would know why it was there.
Presumably he will be informed about this particular
letter, and he might put two and two together. I will
allow that question.

Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — Firstly, I do not like
being verballed by the member. I did not say I would

Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — I am happy to
answer questions, and I have answered questions today.
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I would always comply with any requests from the
Auditor-General for information.

Housing: affordability
Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — My question
without notice is for the Minister for Planning, the
Honourable Matthew Guy. Can the minister inform the
house what action the Baillieu government has taken to
address Melbourne’s housing supply shortage and
further tackle housing affordability issues?
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — With
pleasure I answer Mr Koch’s question in relation to
what the Baillieu government is doing to address the
critical issue of housing unaffordability and the housing
affordability issue we have made so much of an effort
to combat in our first 12 months in government. With
the Growth Areas Authority I have moved fairly
promptly to bring forward the release of seven draft
precinct structure plans for Melbourne. This is the
largest number of land lots ever put out for public
consultation in one move. This is an extraordinary way
in which the Baillieu government is moving forward,
with a potential 37 000 lots of land provided for in
these seven draft precinct structure plans that we have
put out for public comment.
These seven new suburbs, which could feature as part
of the precinct structure plans, will come with open
space provisions, sporting provisions, passive
recreation and of course infrastructure provisions
attached. This is what the Baillieu government is doing
and working towards to combat housing affordability in
Melbourne. This is why we have a target of 50 000 lots
to be released by next March. This is why the Baillieu
government is getting praise throughout Australia. I
looked at the Herald Sun at the weekend where the
immediate past president of the Urban Development
Institute of Australia (UDIA), Peter Vlitas, is reported
as saying that he had noticed a substantial increase in
the rollout of new housing estates. He was quoted as
having said:
There’s a lot more choice now … Prices have stabilised, and
more competition means homebuyers have more choices
within their favoured suburb.

That is what it is all about. Oliver Hume Research
recently said that:
… the number of saleable lots continues to trend upwards —

in Melbourne —
from the bottom of the cycle in June 2010. It is now above the
long-run trend for the second … quarter.
… Supply is now the highest since the June quarter of 2007.
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…
… the 2750 lots are equal to 4.2 months supply … which was
last experienced in the September quarter of 2006.

The precinct structure plans that I have brought
forward — seven of them — in Botanic Ridge, Diggers
Rest, Lockerbie, Lockerbie North, Merrifield West,
Rockbank North and Toolern Park increase the number
of players in the market, and that will substantially
increase and aid affordability in Victoria. As I said, that
is why we have a residential program of 50 000 lots in
our March-to-March year to tackle affordability head
on. As you know, President, it is vitally important that
we bring these land lots to the market to attract new
people to Melbourne so we can remain a livable city.
But, as everyone in the chamber knows from today’s
media, I am not the only one who supports the state
government’s planning policies. Who else?
Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. M. J. GUY — Why do we not have a
conversation?
Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. M. J. GUY — Why do we not talk about it?
We have seen that Oliver Hume Research backs the
government’s land release policy. We have seen that
the UDIA backs the government’s planning policies.
Lo and behold, at 10 minutes to 12 last night I checked
my Blackberry. My wife looked at me and said, ‘Why
are you checking your Blackberry at 10 minutes to
12?’. I said, ‘You won’t believe it; I am reading this
subheading’. It says:
… John Brumby has backed changes made to the urban
growth boundary by the Baillieu government.

I could not get to sleep; the excitement kept me up for
another half an hour. I do not agree with John Brumby
on everything — I do not agree with him on much —
but I do agree with him on this. The Baillieu
government is doing all it can to tackle affordability,
and no other person supports us now except the
ex-Premier himself, John Brumby.

Health: air quality standards
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is for the Minister for Health, and it is in
relation to his department’s recent submission to the
Australian air quality national environment protection
measure review, which is under way. The submission
notes:
There is enough new health evidence to warrant review of all
pollutants especially since many of the pollutants do not have
a clear threshold for adverse health effects.
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The submission also notes that our standards for sulfur
dioxide are lower than the World Health Organisation’s
standards and that we have no enforceable standard for
fine particulates. Given that the major point sources of
these two pollutants are coal-fired power stations, what
health impacts does the minister believe are occurring
to populations in Victoria as a result of Victoria’s and
Australia’s current pollution standards?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I thank
the member for his question. He raises, I think,
long-term points about the standards that might be
applied. The EPA (Environment Protection Authority)
obviously has a critical role in monitoring the various
standards that are in place. That is the responsibility, as
I have outlined to this house before, of the Minister for
Environment and Climate Change. Obviously the
measures that are in place have some relationship to the
standards that are set and the arrangements that are in
place; obviously health has a role in examining a
number of these points.
I am happy to take on notice the details the member has
raised about the long-term commitments or the
long-term measures that might be in place and to come
back to him with a fuller answer. I indicate that I am
indebted to him for giving me this note from the
environmental health unit and that I will come back
with a longer and more detailed response.
Supplementary question
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — The
minister, I think, made a number of mentions of
long-term impacts and long-term action. Since his
department is now saying the standards are inadequate
at the national level and since Victoria’s standards
match the national standards, what action does the
government intend to take at the Victorian level to
reduce the health impacts, which are undoubted in
places like the Latrobe Valley and Anglesea, where the
government already has responsibility for ensuring a
healthy environment for vulnerable groups?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — As I
said, I will take the substantive aspect of the member’s
question on notice and come back with a more
complete response. But I make the point that the
standards that are in place now are national standards.
Obviously the EPA monitors those matters, and equally
health has an interest in that more broadly. As to what
measures might be relevant in the longer term, that is a
matter for national discussion and likely for
international discussion as well. I can indicate that there
is proper monitoring of the current standards in place
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and proper enforcement of the current standards, as the
member would expect.

Kindergartens: Melton South
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — My question
without notice is to the Minister for Housing, who is
also the Minister for Children and Early Childhood
Development. I refer the minister to a recent media
report on Channel 7 on outcomes for children in Melton
South. I ask: can the minister comment on the needs of
children in Melton South and what the government is
doing to address the lack of kindergarten infrastructure?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — I note that the
member referred to a Channel 7 report that was based
on information from a draft report — I emphasise that it
is a draft report. The actual report in question was
commissioned by the Department of Education and
Early Childhood Development under the former
Brumby government. The research for that report was
undertaken by the Murdoch Childrens Research
Institute. I have to say that I actually agree with the
comments Mr Tee made on the Channel 7 news piece
that insufficient kindergartens result in children’s
disadvantage.
It is worth noting when this research took place,
because this research and the findings in this report
actually relate to the period of June 2010 to November
2010 — the final five months of the Brumby
government. In other words, the research was
undertaken in the final five months of the Brumby
government — the final five months of 11 years of
Labor government — and therefore it is a report card
on those 11 years of Labor failing the children of
Melton.
What did the findings reported on Channel 7 refer to?
They said that only 35 per cent of three-year-old
children in Melton received their three-year health
check, only one-third of the babies in Melton were
breastfed at two weeks and there was a lower than
average kindergarten participation rate. That is a
damning report on 11 years of Labor in Melton. It is a
damning indictment of Labor’s 11 years, its failure to
plan for population growth and its failure to provide
services in western Melbourne. It is typical of Labor’s
tendency to take its heartland for granted. It expects the
people of Melton to go out and vote Labor when it does
not provide any services to them.
Mr Tee’s comments on Channel 7 were the height of
hypocrisy. He knew he was commenting on a Labor
government. It is the Baillieu government which is
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making available record funding for kindergarten
infrastructure.
Mr Viney — On a point of order, President, I know
the minister is speaking on the fly and having fun, but I
fail to see how this has anything to do with government
administration. We have had 2 or 3 minutes of her
simply attacking the previous government. All
members of this house are more interested in what this
government is going to do. We would be interested in
the minister complying with the standing orders and
actually talking about government administration.
The PRESIDENT — Order! The minister has
another 1 minute and 30 seconds to complete her
answer. The minister’s answer is certainly responsive to
the question that was asked, and I daresay that part of
the minister’s answer to come is going to reflect a
change or some position of the government against
what she has been describing as a matter of context.
The minister, to continue.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL — This is all about learning
from the mistakes of the past, the mistakes of 11 years
of Labor. I am proud to say that it is a Baillieu
government which is making available record funding
for kindergarten infrastructure, extending kindergarten
fee relief, supporting cluster management and
delivering for Victorian families and children. Just last
week I announced the opening of a $26 million funding
round for the children’s capital program. Across all
governments in the history of Victoria this is a record
funding commitment in a single year. I am very proud
of the $26 million funding round, and I encourage
services in Melton to apply to be supported by the
coalition government where they were ignored by
Labor.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — We
have not quite reached the levels of last week, but we
are doing well. I have answers to the following
questions: 341, 352, 362, 374, 379, 388, 399, 409, 415,
421, 426, 434, 445, 455, 459, 467, 473, 478, 482, 488,
492, 619, 629, 632, 633, 654, 668, 703, 704, 734, 852,
856–74, 899, 1032, 1180, 1468–505, 1507–17, 1575,
1653, 1967, 2004, 2055, 2260, 2424, 2427, 2428, 2657,
2935–9, 4067, 4068, 4500–64, 4566–81, 4615–723,
4725, 5015, 8092–135, 8156.

PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Victorian certificate of applied learning:
funding
To the Legislative Council of Victoria:
This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Council the Baillieu
government’s axing of $12 million funding for the Victorian
certificate of applied learning program.
In particular, we note:
1.

VCAL provides an important learning alternative to the
VCE for students across Victoria;

2.

government secondary schools stand to lose up to
$125 000 in funding which will impact heavily on
teachers expected to deliver the support and services
despite having inadequate time and resources to do so;

3.

funding has been axed despite strong objections from
principals, teachers, parents and students across Victoria.

The petitioners therefore request that the Baillieu government
immediately reverse its decision and restore funding to this vital
program as a matter of urgency.

By Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan)
(151 signatures).
Laid on table.

Planning: green wedge development
To the Legislative Council of Victoria:
This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Council the current review
seeking to turn green wedge land into commercial and
housing developments.
The protection, nurturing and enhancement of green wedge land
has been supported by both political parties for over 30 years in
recognition of the important role that open space plays in
improving the mental and physical health of the community and
maintaining the livability of Melbourne. They are the lungs of
our city.
We are concerned that the current review of the green wedge,
which only looks at opportunities for commercial and housing
development, does not get the balance right because it does not
consider the impact that bulldozing green wedges will have on
the environment, the mental and physical health of the
community and the livability of Melbourne.
We are concerned that once gone the green wedges are gone
forever and that future generations will regret the destruction of
the green wedges.
The petitioners therefore request that the Baillieu government
stops the current review which only recognises green wedges as a
development opportunity, agrees to strengthen and grow rather
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than reduce green wedge space and works with the community to
enhance and improve Melbourne’s green wedges.

By Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan)
(602 signatures).
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The petitioners therefore request that the state government
immediately reverse its decision and restore funding to this vital
program as a matter of urgency.

By Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan)
(327 signatures).

Laid on table.
Laid on table.

Children: Take a Break program

Children: Take a Break program

To the Legislative Council of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws to
the attention of the Legislative Council that funding for the
Take a Break occasional child-care program, which is provided
at more than 220 neighbourhood houses and community
centres across Victoria, will cease after 31 December 2011.

To the Legislative Council of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Council of the Baillieu
government’s decision to end funding for the Take a Break
occasional child-care program in December 2011.

The Take a Break occasional child-care program allows parents
and guardians to participate in activities including employment,
study, recreational classes and voluntary community activities
while their children socialise and interact with other children in
an early learning environment.

In particular, we note:
1.

The program is provided at more than
220 neighbourhood houses and community centres in
Victoria.

Full funding for the program was provided by the previous state
Labor government but will not be continued by the Baillieu
government beyond December 2011.

2.

The program allows parents and guardians to participate
in activities including employment, study, recreational
classes and voluntary community activities while their
children socialise and interact with other children in an
early learning environment.

3.

The cut to funding will mean that families across
Victoria will be unable to access affordable,
community-based occasional child care to allow them to
take a break.

The cut to funding will mean that families across Victoria will
be unable to access affordable, community-based occasional
child care to undertake tasks that benefit the family and allow
them to take a break.
The petitioners therefore request that the Baillieu government
reinstate funding for the Take a Break occasional child-care
program.

By Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan)
(29 signatures).
Laid on table.

Victorian certificate of applied learning:
funding

The petitioners therefore request that the Baillieu Government
reinstate funding for the Take a Break occasional child-care
program.

By Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan)
(268 signatures).
Laid on table.

Anglesea power station: health impacts

To the Legislative Council of Victoria:

To the Legislative Council of Victoria:

This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Council the state
government’s axing of $48 million funding for the Victorian
certificate of applied learning program.

The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Council that burning of
brown coal poses significant risks to human health and the
environment. The continuation and possible expansion of
coalmining and combustion so close to the Anglesea
township, and its vulnerable populations of schoolchildren
and the elderly, represents a significant public health risk.

In particular, we note:
1.

VCAL provides an important learning alternative to the
VCE for students across Victoria;

2.

secondary schools stand to lose up to $125 000 in
funding which will impact heavily on teachers expected
to deliver the support and services despite having
inadequate time and resources to do so;

3.

funding has been axed despite strong objections from
principals, teachers, parents and students across Victoria.

Under the Mines (Aluminium Agreement) Act 1961 Alcoa
Anglesea intends to ‘exercise its right to a second 50-year
term’. It is our understanding that Alcoa and the state
government plan to sign a renewed lease in the next few
weeks. This will allow Alcoa to continue current mining and
power station operations and continue the expansion of the
mine.
It is of further concern that if the mining lease is signed and
the mining operations are expanded, this current hazard to
public health will increase. Over time, as the population
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increases, greater numbers of people, including vulnerable
children and the elderly, will be exposed to this polluted
environment.
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Casey Planning Scheme — Amendments C114 and
C153.
Latrobe Planning Scheme — Amendment C68.

The petitioners therefore request that two actions be
undertaken immediately:

Maroondah Planning Scheme — Amendment C42.

1.

Moorabool Planning Scheme — Amendment C57.

2.

that a government funded independent study be
undertaken on the environment in Anglesea to establish
the current levels of pollutants in our environment;
that by 2014 Alcoa replaces brown coal energy with
alternative, renewable energy to supplement the power
requirement at Point Henry and that the Victorian
government subsidise Alcoa for the increased cost of
this 160-megawatt supplementary power requirement.

By Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan)
(506 signatures).
Laid on table.
Ordered to be considered next day on motion of
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan).

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS
COMMITTEE
Alert Digest No. 14

Whitehorse Planning Scheme — Amendment C129.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament:
Climate Change Act 2010 — No. 128.
Marine Act 1988 — No. 125.
Road Safety Act 1986 — Nos. 126 and 127.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 —
Approval of Sports Betting Event (International Rules)
made under the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 and
related documents under section 16B.
Documents under section 15 in respect of Statutory Rule
Nos. 116, 121, 122 and 125.

A proclamation of the Governor in Council fixing an
operative date in respect of the following act:
Commercial Arbitration Act 2011 — 17 November 2011
(Gazette No. S369, 15 November 2011).

Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) presented
Alert Digest No. 14 of 2011, including appendices.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Laid on table.

General business

Ordered to be printed.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:

Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — By
leave, I move:
That precedence be given to the following general business
on Wednesday, 23 November 2011:
1.

notice of motion 135 standing in the name of
Ms Pulford relating to the Australian Services
Union’s equal pay test case;

2.

notice of motion 219 standing in the name of
Mr Barber relating to the introduction of the
Members of Parliament (Serious Misconduct)
Amendment Bill 2011;

3.

Gambling Regulation Act 2003 — Monitoring Licence and
Related Agreement issued to Intralot Gaming Services Pty
Ltd, 14 November 2011.

notice of motion 222 standing in the name of
Ms Hartland relating to the production of a report
commissioned by the department of education;

4.

the notice of motion given this day by Mr Lenders
relating to the 2011 Victorian Families Statement;

Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of Approval
of the following amendments to planning schemes:

5.

notice of motion 198 standing in the name of
Ms Pennicuik relating to marriage equality; and

6.

order of the day 26 regarding the Office of Police
Integrity report tabled on 27 October 2011.

Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 —
Minister’s Order of 7 November 2011 giving approval
to the granting of a licence at Lynch’s Bridge Historic
Precinct Reserve.
Minister’s Order of 9 November 2011 giving approval
to the granting of a lease and licence at Torquay and Jan
Juc Foreshore Reserve.

Ararat Planning Scheme — Amendment C23.
Brimbank Planning Scheme — Amendment C144.
Cardinia Planning Scheme — Amendment C86.

Motion agreed to.
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Mines (Aluminium Agreement) Amendment
Bill 2011
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I desire
to move, by leave:
That under section 52 of the Constitution Act 1975 the
Honourable Michael O’Brien, MP, Minister for Energy and
Resources, be permitted to attend the Legislative Council for
the purpose of explaining and answering questions during
committee of the whole in relation to the provisions of the
Mines (Aluminium Agreement) Amendment Bill 2011.

Leave refused.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Springvale Community Aid and Advice Bureau
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
rise to congratulate the Springvale Community Aid and
Advice Bureau on 40 years of service to the Springvale
and wider south-eastern community. Springvale
Community Aid and Advice Bureau, or SCAAB, was
established in 1971 at the instigation of local activists.
Merle Mitchell, AM, was particularly influential and is
now a patron of the organisation. I recommend that
members read the history of the organisation which was
written by her and is located on the bureau’s website.
The bureau provides services, support and practical
help for people in need. It was one of the first
organisations in Victoria to receive funding from the
Department of Immigration to help people settle, and it
continues to assist about 10 000 new Australians each
year to find local information, housing, health care,
schooling and employment support. It was initially
housed in a farmhouse at 5 Osborne Avenue,
Springvale, which was rebuilt in the 1980s using
philanthropic and government funding.
When the new building was opened in 1988 by former
Premier John Cain and the then Mayor of Springvale,
Ron Kirkwood, SCAAB made this pledge:
Our pledge for the future is that we will continue as an
organisation with its roots deeply embedded in the
community. We will remain absolutely committed to social
justice, to equity, and the provision of high-quality services.

As Merle Mitchell wrote in the history:
Volunteers established SCAAB and were the only staff
members for some time. Their importance has not
diminished.

The volunteers, the director Anna Hall, the paid staff,
the committee members and friends of SCAAB have all
made, and will continue to make, an outstanding
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contribution to their community. I congratulate the
bureau, which is officially recognising its
40th anniversary tonight with a celebration at the
Springvale City Hall.

Western Victoria: road tragedy
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — It is with great
sadness that I rise to pay tribute to six very fine people
whose lives were taken far too early in a tragic accident
in western Victoria on Saturday, 12 November. For five
young friends, including a set of twins, Dunkeld was
the destination for a day at the races when tragedy
struck. A father going about a day’s labour also met his
death in the accident, which left five families and their
friends and communities in western Victoria devastated
and grieving. A full week of funeral services is under
way in Warrnambool and Terang to farewell those
families’ loved ones, and my heartfelt sympathy goes
out to all the families.
We must reinforce the Premier’s message, which is to
be forever vigilant on our roads, particularly country
roads, where the terrain is not so familiar, and
particularly over the festive season when additional
traffic movement is expected on them.

Skipton Art Gallery: opening
Mr RAMSAY — From tragedy on the roads to the
tragedy of the floods, and in stark contrast it was a
pleasure to reopen a small business in Skipton which
was impacted upon by the floods. John and Juli Davine,
proprietors of the Skipton Art Gallery, have been to hell
and back, with their business ruined by floods not once
but three times. Their art gallery was completely gutted,
and they faced the significant hurdle of rebuilding with
only a small amount of financial assistance and the
possibility, given the low-lying area, of being flooded
again. Despite many impediments, the largest of which
was the new building codes which service industry
premises are subject to, and with the support of family
and friends and through their own sheer determination,
John and Juli rebuilt the art gallery into a combined
gallery and tea room.
With 60 friends in support at the opening and my own
small contribution of a painting purchase, Juli and John
are now on their way. I know the Skipton Art Gallery
and tea room will be a great success. All it needs, like a
lot of businesses affected by the floods in regional
Victoria, is for visitors to come in and support it.
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Bellarine Art Show
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — On
28 October I had the pleasure of opening the seventh
annual Bellarine Art Show at St Leonards Yacht Club.
It attracted over 250 entries and was hosted by the yacht
club. I would like to thank John Royle, the commodore,
Dot, Dennis, Lorraine, Arthur, Karen and all the other
members who worked so hard leading up to the show
as well as during the opening on Friday night and
through to the Sunday night. It is a great event, which
provides an opportunity for local artists to display their
talents. It is a coming together of the wider local
community. It is also a reminder of our natural
environment. I look forward to next year’s Bellarine
Art Show and I congratulate all involved.

East Geelong: men’s shed
Ms TIERNEY — I also congratulate the East
Geelong men’s shed group, which after a number of
years has finally been able to get its shed organised.
The shed was opened last month at the Grinter Reserve
by Cr John Mitchell, the mayor of the Greater City of
Geelong. Although it is still early days, the group is off
to a good start with about 60 members. For
membership inquiries, people can drop in on Tuesdays
or Thursdays between 10.00 a.m. and 12.00 midday, or
contact Bob Westlake on 0447106036.

Baiada Poultry: employment conditions
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — Last
week I attended the picket line of the Baiada workers at
Laverton. The factory processes much of the chicken
that we eat in Victoria. The conditions of workers at
this factory are particularly appalling. Most workers are
badly paid, they work in very dangerous conditions and
many of them do not speak English. There have been
some outrageous occurrences at the factory.
But there was good news today. The workers have now
got a two-year agreement, with a 4 per cent increase in
the first pay period, 4 per cent in the following year,
minimum rates and no more cash-in-hand work,
accountability in contracting and retained accident
make-up pay, as well as better union rights and
recognition, including training and support. I
particularly want to congratulate the workers at Baiada,
because it has been very difficult for them; they have
stood up for their rights. I also congratulate the National
Union of Workers on the support it has given them.
I also believe the nurses have a right to have this
government respect their work. The Greens completely
support them in the actions they are taking now to make
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sure that nurse-patient ratios are kept and that they get
the pay increases they deserve. The government should
actually sit down and talk with these people rather than
demonising them in the press.

Gippsland Asbestos Related Disease Support
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — Each year
Gippsland Asbestos Related Disease Support, also
known as GARDS, conducts a ceremony in the
Morwell Centenary Rose Garden to commemorate
those who have died of asbestos-related diseases,
celebrate the strength of those who suffer with the
disease and acknowledge families and friends. Because
asbestos-related diseases afflict people many years after
their contact with the substance, governments and
health authorities must take the long view. Many of
those who suffer today contracted the disease decades
ago, and those who are contracting it today — mainly
through renovating their homes without safety
equipment — may not present with the disease until
many years into the future.
While most people who suffer from mesothelioma do
so because of occupational exposure, the rise in new
cases, the so-called third wave, arises from the activities
of do-it-yourself home renovators. The rise in new
cases of mesothelioma is predicted to reach around
18 000 Australia-wide by 2020, and the third wave of
deaths from exposure has the potential to continue to
grow for years after 2020.
GARDS is today at the forefront of the battle to make
sure that home renovators are provided with the advice
and equipment they need to protect themselves from
inhalation of asbestos dust. GARDS, in partnership
with the Latrobe City Council, the Gippsland Trades
and Labour Council, government agencies such as
WorkSafe, and the Department of Health have
developed a home renovators asbestos removal kit as
part of an ongoing effort to protect the community. I
commend the work of GARDS and the many people in
Gippsland who campaign today for the wellbeing of the
generations to come.

Housing: Norlane development
Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — I congratulate the
Minister for Housing, the Honourable Wendy Lovell,
who last week announced a four-year, $80 million
housing project that will see more than 320 new public
and affordable private homes built in the suburb of
Norlane near Geelong. The new Norlane project will be
one of the largest public and private housing renewal
programs ever undertaken in Victoria. Over the next
four years a mix of 320 new and affordable private and
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public homes will be built on 200 vacant blocks of land,
which will revitalise Norlane and attract new
investment through a partnership approach, creating
new jobs and local opportunities. This follows the
Premier’s announcement last month that the coalition
government will establish one of the first two work and
learning centres in North Geelong to support the
economic participation of local residents in the area. It
is expected to open before July next year.
The minister also announced the establishment of a
community advisory committee so that the local
community remains involved in the new Norlane
development project. At the minister’s request, I am
privileged to be chairing this important committee,
which will include representatives from the local
community, business, government and community
services. This is a great opportunity for Geelong, as it
will attract much new investment to the area, providing
work for those in the local building trade and expanding
the range of housing options available to young
families.

Old Fire Station Cafe, Preston: art exhibition
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — On
Saturday, 12 November, I attended the launch of the
Liberate Your Mind’s Eye art exhibition, which was
held at the Old Fire Station Cafe in High Street,
Preston. It was very well attended. The exhibition
featured creative works by artists Raymond Quinton
and Vanco Hristov. I wish both artists a long and
successful career in their chosen artistic field of
endeavour.

Lebanon: independence day
Mr ELASMAR — On another matter, today is the
independence day of Lebanon. I would like to take this
opportunity to wish the Consul General of Lebanon,
Mr Henri Castoun, his wife and the Victorian and
Australian Lebanese communities a successful and
joyous celebration. My prayers are for peace not only in
the Middle East but for the whole world.

Sultanate of Oman: national day
Mr ELASMAR — On another matter, I was also
pleased to attend the 41st national day celebrations of
the Sultanate of Oman. The reception was hosted by the
Consul General of the Sultanate of Oman, Mr Hamed
Mohammed Al-Hajri, and Mrs Raya Al-Hajri. Many of
my parliamentary colleagues, including you, President,
were in attendance. It was a very enjoyable occasion.
After serving for six years in Melbourne, I understand
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the Consul General and his family will be returning to
their homeland. I wish them a safe journey.

Lucas McArthur
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
wish to place on record my condolences as well as
those of my staff, my family and other Liberals on the
recent passing of Mr Lucas McArthur, the husband of
Rochelle McArthur, a former mayor of Frankston and
Liberal candidate for Frankston in 2006, leaving a
bereaved wife, bereaved children and lots of family
members and friends. It is very sad that at such a young
age he has been snatched from a loving family.

Schools: Western Metropolitan Region
Mrs PEULICH — On a different tack, I rise to
thank my parliamentary colleague for Western
Metropolitan Region, Andrew Elsbury, for his recent
invitation to visit four local secondary schools in
Melbourne’s west. We had the pleasure of visiting and
speaking with the principals and school council
representatives from Sunshine College, Victoria
University Secondary College, Galvin Park Secondary
College and Werribee Secondary College.
There is a lot of work to be done to fix the problems left
behind by 11 years of neglect in Melbourne’s west, and
it is only by speaking with school principals and school
councils and seeing the issues firsthand that one can
form a reasonably accurate assessment of the extent of
the problems. All the schools were very supportive of
the recent announcement by the Baillieu government of
a full maintenance audit of all government schools, an
audit that will examine every building in every
government school.
I would like to thank principals, Julie Myers from
Galvin Park Secondary College, Tim Blunt, a former
colleague of mine, from Sunshine College, and
Genevieve Simson from Victoria University Secondary
College. I would like to make special mention of
Thando Bhebe, who made a presentation to me of a
book called Harvester Town when I visited Sunshine
College.

Chief Commissioner of Police: appointment
Ms BROAD (Northern Victoria) — I wish to
congratulate Mr Ken Lay on his appointment as Chief
Commissioner of Victoria Police. I further wish to
commend Mr Lay on his early statements in his
capacity as chief commissioner recognising that 30 per
cent of crimes in Victoria are connected to family
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violence, as well as his statement: ‘We’ve simply got to
get better at this’. Mr Lay also said:
The interesting thing for me is understanding that a woman or
child is more likely to get assaulted in their home than they
are on the street.

I note that Mr Lay has made a commitment to early
action to tackle the scourge of family violence. In this
context I wish to draw the attention of the chief
commissioner to a proven and award-winning crime
prevention program in my electorate that is focused on
the prevention of family violence. The program is
called BSafe, and Victoria Police has supported the
program in north-eastern Victoria for several years. It is
simply too effective a program to allow historical
resourcing issues between levels of government and
government agencies to prevent its continuation. I
request that the chief commissioner find a way of
continuing and even extending this program, BSafe, as
part of his commitment to early action to tackle family
violence across Victoria.

Remembrance Day
Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — On Friday,
11 November, I attended a commemoration ceremony
for Remembrance Day 2011 at the cenotaph in Queens
Park, Moonee Ponds. I was joined by councillors from
Moonee Valley City Council, members of the
community and my parliamentary colleagues in the
Legislative Council for the Western Metropolitan
Region, Colleen Hartland and Bernie Finn. I would also
like to acknowledge the member for Essendon in the
Legislative Assembly, Justin Madden, and the federal
member for Melbourne, Adam Bandt. We sang a
number of hymns led by the magnificent Moonee
Valley Brass Band and Strathmore Secondary College
Choir to commemorate the event. Following the
commemoration a presentation of medals was held to
recognise the service of past and present servicemen of
the nation who sacrificed themselves for the wellbeing
of Australians.
Remembrance Day is a day of great importance to our
nation as it gives all Australians an opportunity to
express their gratitude to the servicemen and
servicewomen who fought for the opportunity to live
every day in freedom. I take this time to also
acknowledge all councils, RSL clubs and community
members around the country who paid their respects to
the fallen and current serving members of the defence
forces in Australia. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank Moonee Valley City Council, the Essendon
RSL, the community and all who were involved in the
day for remembering with respect and honour the

5339

fallen, the survivors and the people still serving. Lest
we forget.

Wind farms: government policy
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I am
disappointed to report today on the ongoing fallout of
the government’s policy to close down the wind farm
industry in Victoria. On 16 November the Weekly
Times reports:
The first wind farm developer to fall victim to restricted
Victorian government planning laws is closing its Melbourne
office.
Global wind farm developer Windlabs … said the
government’s planning laws had gone too far and the
company was moving staff to its Canberra head office.

This is just one example of the ongoing damage being
done by this government’s wind farm policy.
Mr Barber interjected.
Mr TEE — It is a policy that will see job losses in
regional Victoria, Mr Barber, the loss of rental income
for farmers in regional Victoria and increasing rates as
councils struggle to manage the government’s red tape.
The government has ripped the floor out from under
this industry. I ask the government to stop, think and
come back with a better, fairer and more balanced
approach, so that families in regional Victoria can have
a better future.

STATE TAXATION ACTS FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 November; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak on this bill, which is a complex bill, as are most
of the six-monthly taxation amendment bills that come
into this house.
Mr Barber — On a point of order, President, I am
looking around the chamber for a minister.
The PRESIDENT — Order! There is a minister
here in Mr Dalla-Riva.
Mr LENDERS — This type of bill is introduced
frequently. This bill introduces a range of measures. I
will not take the house through the measures in general
terms, because they were canvassed by the Treasurer in
his second-reading speech and succinctly responded to
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on behalf of the Labor Party by my colleague the
member for Lyndhurst in the Assembly, Tim Holding. I
would like to focus on part 3 of the bill, and in
particular the clause that deals with narrowing the
period a financial institution can hold a deposit that is
given by a homeowner as part of the purchase of a
home. Part of the reason that I wish to focus on this
today, and I will explore it with the Assistant Treasurer
in the committee stage, is because I wonder what is so
different here, in 2011, with this particular clause, than
was the case when it was considered by this house in
2009?
I am pleased the Assistant Treasurer has come into the
chamber, and for his benefit I will just recap what I
have said. I seek to take this bill into committee. It is a
complex bill, but the concepts are not complicated. The
Assistant Treasurer might spare us the committee stage
if he could, in his summing up, take us through why in
2011, when the Baillieu government seeks to reduce the
period a financial institution can hold onto a deposit, it
is suddenly good public policy, whereas in 2009, when
the Brumby government sought to do this, it was just
nothing but a ruthless grab for revenue that was going
to rip the heart out of regional Victoria. I paraphrase
here, but that is the gist of what was said.
I am referring the house to the background of this
legislation. Clearly this is an opportunity for the state
government to bring forward some tens of millions of
dollars of revenue. I understand the Treasurer would
wish to pad out his budget surplus this year. As I
pointed out in the committee stage of the budget earlier
this year, when all the water authority dividends were
deferred out of the last Brumby budget into the first
Baillieu budget, it just happened to reduce the surplus
left by the Brumby government and, by a thin fig leaf,
give the Baillieu government the appearance of having
a surplus in its first budget.
What we are seeing here today is a one-off bringing
forward of revenue from the 2012–13 financial year to
the 2011–12 financial year that is undoubtedly designed
to again give the government a budget surplus. I am not
going to argue that it is hypocritical of the government
to do so. I am not going to argue that it is inappropriate
for the government to bring forward this revenue,
because, as I argued in 2009 in this place, this is
appropriate public policy. But the main response that I
wish to draw from Mr Rich-Phillips is to the question:
why was it not appropriate public policy in 2009, but it
is appropriate in 2011?
I remind the house of what happened in 2009 when the
then government announced this as part of the budget
measures to come forward. They were not budget
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measures as such, but it was a procedure that was
announced in late 2008. It was part of a series of
matters that dealt with a stamping out of tax evasion,
where freehold purchases were deemed to be 299-year
leases, if I remember correctly. The then opposition
agonised forever over wanting more information.
Debate on the bill was adjourned at the time for three
reasons, and one was to get clarity as to those leasehold
arrangements. It would be churlish of me to say it was
just about trying to protect mates. It would be kinder to
say it was to get greater clarity.
Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips interjected.
Mr LENDERS — Eventually, Mr Rich-Phillips.
There were two other clauses, but the one that got the
greatest attention was this one. When the legislation
was being debated in this house a reasoned amendment
was moved that it not be considered until a lot of
questions had been answered about residential
tenancies. At the time we had an assortment of parties
who were opposed to the legislation. We had the
coalition, which wanted more information, and the law
institute and various property councils wanted more
information.
Leaving that aside, eventually common sense prevailed.
The Greens were concerned because if the period of
time for deposits was reduced, there would be less
interest from those deposits going into legal aid. They
were concerned about various other matters, but that
was their particular issue. Mr Kavanagh from the
Democratic Labor Party was less concerned about that.
The long and the short of the government’s proposal
was that it would shorten the period banks could hold
deposits from 90 days to 14 days. The then opposition
railed and said that was unreasonable. Mr Kavanagh
moved an amendment to make it 30 days, and that
failed. It was not just that Labor brought forward a
proposal — —
Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips — It wasn’t as simple as
that.
Mr LENDERS — Yes, Mr Rich-Phillips, I am sure
you would say that it was not as simple as that.
As Treasurer I introduced a bill that meant that instead
of banks holding money for 90 days, they would hold it
for 14 days. The opposition said that was too short a
period, that the world as we knew it would end and that
meteorites would rain down on regional Victoria. I am
only mildly paraphrasing; there was that sort of
magnitude of excitement in the debate. Mr Kavanagh
moved an amendment to change the period to 30 days.
That was in the general case; there were a couple of
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exceptions, like an extra 15 days if you lived more than
150 kilometres from the Melbourne GPO, if I recall
correctly. The then opposition still had an issue with
that. In between these events a reasoned amendment
was moved in this house. The reasoned amendment
was defeated because there was a mix-up with the
pairing arrangements as the Opposition Whip was away
and communications had not occurred. The government
gave leave for the vote to be resubmitted and the
reasoned amendment was carried.
I remember attending a long meeting in the Treasury
building with a former member for Southern
Metropolitan Region, Ms Huppert; Mr Rich-Phillips;
the current Treasurer, Mr Wells; and half the State
Revenue Office and the Department of Treasury and
Finance. A cast of hundreds it appears were there — —
Mr Barber — I was there.
Mr LENDERS — You were there, Mr Barber. It
was interesting to hear Ms Huppert having a long
debate with her former sparring partners in commercial
law across the room. We tried to resolve those
outstanding issues but ultimately some of them were
not resolved. In the end amendments were introduced
in the house, the committee stage was adjourned
again — there was a bit of goodwill there — and
eventually the law remained at 90 days.
If Mr Rich-Phillips says, ‘We did not think it was a
good idea at the time, but we do now because we need
the revenue’, I will accept that. Treasurers need
revenue, and a one-off bringing forward of a lot of
revenue by 30, 40, 50 or 60 days is good policy — that
is why the Labor government introduced legislation to
do this in 2009.
There are a range of other provisions in the bill, and I
could spend a lot of time going over what the member
for Lyndhurst in the other place, Tim Holding, went
through and seeking clarity on a range of matters, but
that would probably waste the time of the house.
I ask Mr Rich-Phillips to succinctly sum up in his reply
why the 30-day period that Mr Kavanagh proposed,
with Labor’s support, was not appropriate in 2009 but
is appropriate in 2011. If the answer is because he is in
government now and he was not then — that would be
an honest answer — I will accept that and not persist
with further questioning. I seek an answer from
Mr Rich-Phillips. The opposition does not oppose the
bill but awaits his response with interest.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I sat
down to read this legislation for the first time with a
slight degree of excitement — more than I would
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usually anticipate with a taxation bill. What really got
me going was the release of a Victorian Competition
and Efficiency Commission (VCEC) report into state
taxation, Securing Victoria’s Future Prosperity — a
Reform Agenda, a few days prior. This report
recommends changes to the very taxes that are dealt
with by this bill, including payroll tax, duties and land
tax.
The incoming government asked the commission to
look at productivity in the Victorian economy.
Productivity is an issue we debated considerably in the
last Parliament, and we continue to debate it in this
Parliament because at the end of the day productivity is
what makes us rich — you cannot get rich without
productivity.
Any time a report such as this makes serious
suggestions to improve productivity it is worth us all
having a read of it, and the report does make such
recommendations. I based my initial opinion on a
newspaper report, but when I dug up the relevant report
I found an entire chapter entitled ‘Improve the
investment climate by reforming taxation’ and even a
tantalising subheading ‘5.2 Achieve a breakthrough in
taxes to boost productivity’. You, Deputy President,
can understand my disappointment when I read this bill
and realised that there was no reform agenda and no
breakthrough being achieved through it.
The way members of the Liberal Party talked about
taxes when in opposition, you would think they would
be itching to get their hands on the levers of state
taxation so that they could introduce the very reforms
that VCEC and for that matter the Henry tax reform
have previously proposed. After all, in the
Auditor-General’s review of Victoria’s finances for the
period just gone we see that transfer duties rose by
8.5 per cent, putting an extra $300 million in the hands
of the incoming government; the growth areas
infrastructure charge was introduced for the first time in
that financial year, raising $70 million; land tax rose by
20 per cent, raising an extra $230 million; payroll tax
rose by 7.3 per cent, raising an extra $294 million; and
registration fees rose by 6.9 per cent, raising an extra
$60 million.
These are the very state taxes that VCEC refers to as in
some cases inefficient or draining on the productivity of
the economy, yet the government does not seem to
have taken much notice of this report in its framing of
this bill. It has been in office for 12 months, so you
would have thought it had had its opportunity.
If Ken Henry and VCEC know what they are talking
about, there are some considerable gains to be made by
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reforming these taxes. Table 5.1 of the report details the
welfare loss of each additional dollar of revenue raised
above the current average level. In the case of land tax,
it describes this as a rather low burden, but in the case
of payroll tax and stamp duties on the transfer of land,
motor vehicles and especially insurance it indicates all
sorts of deadweight losses coming through the
economy as a result of taxing what are in many cases
transactions rather than assets.
The commission canvasses various views and makes
some strong recommendations. It has heard from the
Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, the Property Council of Australia, the
Housing Industry Association, the Real Estate Institute
of Victoria and the Australian Industry Group. Come to
think of it, it is not a very wide gene pool, but I am sure
they found common ground with what the Victorian
Competition and Efficiency Commission was offering.
But we know the government has no intention of
following through on VCEC’s recommendations.
VCEC was a bit of a vanity exercise for the former
Premier, Mr Brumby. He wanted to be able to talk the
talk on productivity, and having his own state-based
version of a Productivity Commission certainly allowed
him to do that. But if we went back and looked at some
of its recommendations, I am not sure that we would
find a lot of results.
I certainly intend to keep a book on VCEC, at least as
we go forward. It is producing reports regularly, and I
would like to know how many of its recommendations
are being adopted by the new government. If we get to
12 months and the answer is not many, we might make
a case to get rid of VCEC. After all, if it is costing us
money, politicians are not listening to it and no
government wants to implement its findings, it has
fairly limited value to the taxpayer.
Having said that, it appears that the commission has not
attempted to design a detailed tax package that would
achieve what it says are the necessary aims of reform. It
is suggesting strongly that Victoria could go it alone
and reform its state taxes, but we would see very little
of those benefits being harvested with this particular
piece of legislation, worthy though it is. We will
support the legislation. I do not propose to go through
all of the many changes; by my reading they have been
adequately covered in the second-reading speech. The
Greens will support the bill.
Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — There is one
thing for sure about this place: the introduction of a
taxation bill is a great way to empty the chamber! I
wonder why, because it is a primary function of the
Parliament to enable the government to raise and
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expend funds contributed by the people of the state. In
any event, there is a perception that public finance is
not exciting. I know Mr Lenders and Mr Rich-Phillips
and obviously Mr Barber are very excited about public
finance, as am I. In making those introductory
comments let me say that we could abridge the debate
this afternoon succinctly, given the comments by the
Leader of the Opposition indicating that the opposition
supports the bill. In fact he made the case that the
opposition vigorously supports the bill and wished that
it had been passed a couple of years ago.
On the other hand, Mr Barber said ‘Harder, harder,
faster, faster’, but he substantially referred to a
Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission
report which is in draft form. I assume he is referring to
the draft report of VCEC which is open for public
comment and submission. It would be unreasonable,
Mr Barber — through you, Deputy President — for the
government to usurp and pre-empt the task it has
delegated to VCEC: to have a look at the issue and
make recommendations in consultation with the
community.
Mr Barber — That is a reason to keep VCEC
going.
Mr P. DAVIS — No, I am responding to
Mr Barber’s contribution, which was basically about
the government not implementing a draft report. No
government implements a draft report. The purpose of
initiating a report is to consider the findings, which
clearly have not been concluded.
Mr Barber — Look up anything you have said on
stamp duty in the last 15 years.
Mr P. DAVIS — That will be edifying, I am sure;
thank you, Mr Barber. I want to make some very quick
remarks, because I do not want to prolong this debate as
it is unnecessary. Mr Lenders has put a proposal to the
Assistant Treasurer for a clear clarification of the policy
rationale for a section of this bill. I remind members
that the State Taxation Acts Further Amendment Bill
2011 is an omnibus bill: it amends a number of acts and
could be classified in some respects as technical and
administrative. It aligns a number of provisions with
current State Revenue Office administrative practice
under the office’s discretion — in this case, in effect, in
favour of rather than against the interest of the taxpayer.
There are limited revenue implications, other than the
principal one to which the Leader of the Opposition has
alluded. It otherwise simplifies and updates the taxation
framework.
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The bill also deals with a High Court of Australia
decision on the definition of ‘charitable organisation’ in
relation to an exemption from payroll tax for
predominantly commercial activities. There is currently
a limited revenue loss, which could expand if this
measure is not supported. The bill will restore the
longstanding policy position that an exemption exists
only in relation to the charitable work of an
organisation rather than its commercial activities. By
proceeding with this amendment we will restore a
competitive neutrality with businesses that are in the
same field of endeavour but are not registered as
charities.
The bill amends the Duties Act 2000 to reduce the
period of due payment from 90 days to 30 days, to
which the Leader of the Opposition alluded. I
understand that 85 per cent of all duty payments on
property transactions occur within 30 days; therefore
only 15 per cent are paid in the period beyond 30 days
to 90 days. Therefore this provision will bring forward
that revenue, which is a total of $47 million on a
one-off basis in this financial year. Importantly, it will
bring in consistency with current commercial practice.
It was this issue around which the Leader of the
Opposition was referring when he sought from the
government a policy clarification as to why 30 days is
better than 14 days, which he proposed when he was
Treasurer.
Mr Lenders — Or 30, which is what Mr Kavanagh
proposed.
Mr P. DAVIS — Mr Kavanagh was not the
Treasurer, as I recall.
Mr Lenders — We supported his amendment, and
you didn’t.
Mr P. DAVIS — As Mr Rich-Phillips said by
interjection earlier, these matters are never simple, and I
can assure my learned colleague the Leader of the
Opposition that when it comes to state taxation they are
never simple and there are very complex reasons why
governments introduce bills, and this bill is a very good
one. I make the point that Victorian taxpayers will still
be in a better position than taxpayers in every other
state and territory, other than the Northern Territory,
where the duty is payable within five months from the
contract of sale date. In Victoria it is due within four
months from the contract date, and in all other states it
is due within either three or two months. Therefore
Victorian taxpayers will still have a greater degree of
leniency than those in any state other than that cavalier
cowboy, would-be state of the Northern Territory.
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The government position is that 14 days, as proposed in
the previous Parliament, was clearly insufficient time
for the administrative processes to be put in place, for
the preparation of the detailed paperwork and for the
transactions to be given effect, and that a practical
solution has been found to this issue after consultation
with stakeholders. Importantly, this brings this practice
into line with what would be regarded as the usual
terms of commercial practice, being 30 days.
This bill also deals with a clarification of the definition
of primary production land for land tax purposes; it
allows more effective compliance activities for the
collection of livestock duties; it recognises valuations of
land by the valuer-general for land tax purposes; and it
streamlines the assessment of land tax on time-share
schemes, but in fact no more taxpayers will be assessed.
While I would be delighted to make some more and
further detailed comments, on the basis of the
contributions by the opposition and the Greens, I think
there is sufficient to rely on the minister’s response to
this debate.
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I thank the Leader of the Opposition,
Mr Barber and Mr Davis for their contributions to the
second-reading debate on this bill. I go first to the
points Mr Barber raised first about the draft VCEC
(Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission)
report into a state-based reform agenda, as Mr Davis
and Mr Barber expressed some disappointment that the
recommendations of that VCEC work are not reflected
in this bill. I assure Mr Barber that the preparation of
this bill preceded the VCEC draft report by a
considerable period of time. That VCEC work is
currently in draft form, and the government looks
forward to receiving the final report from VCEC some
time, I think, early in the new year. That is why the
VCEC work is not reflected in the bill the house is
dealing with today.
The Leader of the Opposition, Mr Lenders, raised the
issue of the reduction in the period for the payment of
stamp duties under this legislation. He rightly raises the
fact that this matter was debated by this Parliament
some two or three years ago under previous legislation
when Mr Lenders was Treasurer. As Mr Lenders
recounted, there were a number of issues with respect
to that legislation. Different parties were concerned
about different elements of that legislation. I recall the
debate around 299-year leases and the need to close that
loophole with respect to lease transactions that were
being used in place of actual transfers to attempt to
avoid duty. The government supported that particular
measure to address the issue around leases.
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Where we did differ with the then government was the
proposed reduction from 90 days to 14 days for the
payment of stamp duty. Mr Lenders not unreasonably
asks what has changed and why the government has a
different position now. I think Mr Davis, in his
contribution, spoke about the difference between
14 days and 30 days and the fact that it is a
substantial — —
Mr Lenders — What about Mr Kavanagh’s
amendments?
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS — I will come to
Mr Kavanagh’s amendments, Mr Lenders.
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We believe that reducing the period from 90 days to
30 days now is a reasonable balance between the
concerns which were expressed two years ago when
14 days was on the table. We believe 30 days is a
reasonable balance between those two proposals, and
that is why the government is proceeding with a 30-day
time frame in place of the existing 90 days. I certainly
recognise Mr Lenders’s interest in this matter, and I
thank members for their contributions.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading

There is a substantial difference between a 14-day
proposal and a 30-day proposal, and as Mr Davis
pointed out, around 85 per cent of transactions are
settled within a 30-day window. Therefore this change
will not have a significant impact on a significant
proportion of transactions, which of course also means
that in terms of the house’s understanding or
expectation that this will produce a huge windfall for
the government, the reality is it will not. Because most
transactions are already settled within the 30-day
period, the amount of revenue that will be brought
forward in a one-off is a relatively modest amount.
On the issue of Mr Kavanagh’s proposal of 30 days, it
is true that when the house last considered this issue
Mr Kavanagh, then an independent member of this
house, brought forward — —
An honourable member interjected.
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS — DLP (Democratic
Labor Party); I beg your pardon — Mr Kavanagh, then
a DLP member of this house, brought forward a
proposal for 30 days in place of the previous
government’s proposed 14 days. My recollection is that
that amendment proposed by Mr Kavanagh did not
proceed to a vote; I think it was withdrawn by
Mr Kavanagh. However, it was also the case, as I
indicated by way of interjection during Mr Lenders’s
second-reading contribution, that Mr Kavanagh’s
proposal was not a simple 30-day replacement of the
existing 90 days. It was in fact contingent on a
definition that divided metropolitan settlements from
regional settlements and provided different time frames
based on a radius — it might have been 150 kilometres
from the GPO. What Mr Kavanagh was seeking to do
in proposing 30 days in place of the previous
government’s 14 was to make the legislation
considerably more complex than it already was, and
that was not supported by the current government.

Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — By leave, I move:
That the bill be now read a third time.

I thank members for their contributions and
cooperativeness.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

MINES (ALUMINIUM AGREEMENT)
AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 November; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — In
rising to speak on this bill I will choose my words very
carefully. This is a serious piece of legislation with
ramifications for employment in Geelong. It is one that
in terms of the parliamentary process has many flaws;
however, the Labor Party will not oppose it.
I will explain why I am choosing my words carefully in
saying the Labor Party will not oppose this bill. That is
a form of words that parties have used for decades in
this place when there have been pieces of government
legislation those parties would vote for when the
legislation was put to the test. The Labor Party will vote
for this legislation when the Greens undoubtedly call
for a division on the second and third readings.
The reason I am spending a bit of time on that
phraseology is that the Minister for Energy and
Resources, Michael O’Brien, went around trying to
scare people in Geelong in an absolutely disgraceful
fashion when this bill went through the Legislative
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Assembly and when Lily D’Ambrosio, Labor’s shadow
minister for energy and the member for Mill Park in the
Assembly, said the Labor Party would not oppose the
bill but would vote for it if it came to a division.
As Mr O’Brien hopefully knows, being a minister of
the Crown, and hopefully knows, being a barrister, and
hopefully knows as someone who is meant to have an
understanding of government and a sense of civic
decency, the use of the processes of the Parliament in
such a way — to frighten people in relation to jobs in a
regional city — is disgraceful. His going around and
doing that was an abuse of the process. Probably the
best treatment Mr O’Brien got was that the Geelong
media completely ignored him, because Lily
D’Ambrosio had shown people that what he was doing
was a joke.
This is a serious piece of legislation. Party members
getting up in the house and saying they do not oppose a
piece of legislation does not mean what Mr O’Brien
said it meant. It means that the party will vote for the
legislation but it is not going to own every single dotted
‘i’ or crossed ‘t’ without question. Such legislation is
not going to be owned by the opposition, but the
opposition will let it through the Parliament if it thinks
it is necessary or better than the status quo.
Let me now turn for a bit to what this bill is about. The
minister outlined it in his second-reading speech, which
was reasonable, unlike his ranting in the Geelong
community. What the Parliament is being asked to
address here today is not legislation as we normally
know it. The Parliament is being asked to ratify an
agreement signed by Michael O’Brien, the Minister for
Energy and Resources, with the Alcoa company. I want
first to put out there clearly what we are being asked to
do. This is not unusual. This was done by the
Parliament of Victoria in 1961 when the first 50-year
agreement was entered into with Alcoa.
The opposition’s questions about this — and it will
never know the answers — are: in its negotiations did
the government get the best possible economic rent for
the brown coal facilities at Anglesea? In its negotiations
did the government get the best possible environmental
outcome in Anglesea? In its and the company’s
negotiations did the government get the best social
outcomes? Obviously there was debate around
Anglesea, particularly regarding the school, some of the
visual amenity issues, some of the stream flows and
other things.
From the point of view of parliamentarians in
opposition we could seek to amend the deed, but that
would be a waste of time, because it is a written
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agreement signed by the minister already. We are
therefore not seeking to amend it. That would be futile,
and it would ultimately have us trying to stand in the
shoes of the minister to strike an agreement which is
essentially commercial but has these environmental and
social aspects on the side. In the end that is the job of
the Department of Primary Industries, which advises
the minister, and of the minister, who forms a view and
signs the agreement. That is what he did.
The Parliament is not really being asked to say whether
perhaps the minister could have got more economic
rent; we do not know. Perhaps the minister could have
achieved a better environmental outcome; we do not
know. This is a negotiated commercial agreement with
the company that employs 1000 people at Point Henry.
In the end for us what underpins this is: in the
parliamentary process could we or could we not do
something to get a better outcome? The reality is we
cannot. We are being asked to support the legislation —
it is yes or no.
I can go through the history of this project. As I said
before, it was a 50-year project begun back in 1961. If
we look through the agreement, we see that it goes
through all the sorts of things necessary, firstly, to bring
the earlier agreement, written 50 years ago, into the
21st century — it was struck in the last millennium —
and secondly, to both adjust the law to what has
happened and also pick up those seismic shifts that in
our view have happened, in particular in the areas of the
environment and of value for money with respect to
jobs.
This bill takes into account the change — for heaven’s
sake — to decimal currency and the change to the
metric system. Those things are obvious. The
agreement seeks to link many of the ways Alcoa
operates on this site to the contemporary mining
legislation, the occupational health and safety
legislation, the water legislation and a range of other
things. Again, whilst I do not have a lot of positive
things to say about Michael O’Brien, particularly after
his outrageous scaremongering in Geelong, I will give
credit to him and his department for their courtesy in
the briefing process and for trying to enable us as an
opposition to see exactly what had changed. We had
one briefing, and because it was difficult to get all the
answers, the minister’s office courteously gave us a
second briefing. Credit where credit is due in terms of
their helping us deal with this.
Fundamentally what we have presented to us here is a
commercial agreement signed by a minister with a
company, and we are being asked to ratify it for the
next 50 years. We could have a debate about whether
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that is good governance or not. We could have a debate
about whether we could have got, as I said, greater
economic rent or not — and I suspect Mr Barber is
going to dwell on many of these things. We could have
a debate on the environmental outcomes and on the
social outcomes. Ultimately, however, the choice
before this house today is: do we ratify or not ratify?
This agreement expires on 31 December, and the
Parliament is sitting this week and next week. The
reality is that if this legislation is not approved,
1000 jobs in Geelong will be under threat. What Alcoa
would do is anyone’s guess, but it is a sovereign
company that trades in all parts of the world, and it
ultimately makes the choices about whether it will have
these jobs in Geelong or in Canada or somewhere in
central Africa.
For us it is not a bit of navel gazing about what could
have been, what should have been, what ought to have
been or what we would like to have happened; the
reality is that the Baillieu government is presenting this
to the Parliament literally at the 11th hour. Essentially it
is saying to the Parliament, ‘Ratify it or be damned’. I
know Mr Barber will probably be seeking more time
for this to be considered. It is not an unreasonable
request, but I flag that we acknowledge this needs to be
ratified. We also have the view that it needs to be
ratified this week. For it to go on to the next sitting
week of Parliament would start to cut things
particularly fine.
From the Labor Party’s point of view it will not oppose
the legislation even if the Minister for Energy and
Resources, Mr O’Brien, goes on another frolic around
Geelong to try to stir up the known universe about how
terrible that is. It means we will vote for this when it
comes to the second reading and we will vote for it
when it comes to the third reading. We acknowledge
this is an agreement which has been signed and which
cannot be amended by the Parliament. It is
take-it-or-leave-it legislation, and we need to rely on
trust that this is the best outcome for the state. On
reflection, it would have been much better for this to
have come many months ago and it would have been
better for more to have been brought into the discussion
on this, but the reality is that this is not the case.
We wish the 1000 people in Geelong well in their jobs
and in their security into the future. We will vote for the
legislation if it comes to a vote, but I repeat that on our
construction and on the construction of the member for
Mill Park in the Assembly, Ms D’Ambrosio, saying
that the Labor Party does not oppose the bill is exactly
what Mr Rich-Phillips said dozens of times in this
house when Labor proposed legislation and what
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Mr O’Brien said many times in the Legislative
Assembly when he was a shadow minister and when
the Labor government proposed legislation and the
opposition did not vote against it — it said it did not
oppose it.
The reason we are not opposing the bill rather than
enthusiastically embracing it is, in this case, that it is
essentially a fait accompli. We were not part of the
negotiations, but we are being asked to endorse the
legislation. We will endorse the jobs in Geelong, we
will not oppose the bill and if it comes to a vote we will
support the government on this. But it is not simple, and
sadly it is unhelpful when a minister seeking
cooperation for 1000 jobs in Geelong thinks it is his job
to run around with a press release like an undergraduate
student in a frenzy trying to make out that what
Ms D’Ambrosio said in the Assembly was something
completely different.
I will sit down now and await the committee stage with
interest. I reserve the right for the Labor Party to
participate in that discussion, but I think I have
concluded our position on this bill quite clearly.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — It is quite
clear from my research into this issue, which has been
ongoing throughout the year, that Alcoa’s operation of
a coalmine and a coal-fired power plant in Anglesea is
making certain citizens ill. The operations are also
destroying an internationally significant ecosystem.
Alcoa is polluting the atmosphere through an inefficient
form of power generation, which we are all very
familiar with, and it is doing this with a whole series of
favourable terms and subsidies from the state of
Victoria’s taxpayers to it. It is doing large parts of it in
secret, for reasons which I will now turn to before
going back to canvass some of the issues.
It is interesting that Mr Lenders for the Labor Party said
he was prepared to take the bill on trust from the
government and that he was doing it on behalf of
1000 jobs in Geelong. There are thousands in Anglesea
whose interests he also needs to represent; 500 of them
signed a petition that I tabled in Parliament this
morning and many hundreds more have signed other
petitions that could not be tabled because they were in a
different format. Really we owe it to everybody,
including the employees of Alcoa and local residents in
Anglesea, to scrutinise this legislation and the issues
surrounding it until we get it right and until we are
absolutely confident that we are getting it right. That is
extraordinarily difficult because of the secrecy
associated with these processes.
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Throughout the year I have been asking questions of
ministers via the chamber and through freedom of
information requests on behalf of residents of Anglesea
who have been asking these questions, and I have
barely been able to get any answers. One great
difficulty is the total exemption under the Freedom of
Information Act 1982 for Alcoa’s operations introduced
by a special amendment in section 14 of the Alcoa
(Portland Aluminium Smelter) (Amendment) Act 1984,
only a year or two after the Freedom of Information Act
1982 itself was created. Section 14(1) states that
documents are exempt documents if they are:
A document relating to the establishment, operation or
carrying on of the smelter or affecting or relating to the
smelter site or anything done or to be done on or in relation to
the smelter site is an exempt document for the purpose of the
Freedom of Information Act 1982.

This section has already been alluded to in some
refusals that I received when I sought to get hold of
documents ministers might have been considering in
the planning, environmental and energy area. That
creates an extraordinary difficulty, and I believe as we
go through an examination of the bill, as we will for
some hours yet, that time and again we will come up
against this wall of secrecy.
The royalties are one of the many beneficial terms that
Alcoa obtains. In debate a minute ago we heard the
words ‘competitive neutrality’ being thrown around.
There was no intention to do that in 1961 when this
project came into being, and there is no more
commitment to the idea of competitive neutrality
50 years later. Up until now Alcoa has been paying
about 2.5 cents a tonne for its coal, which has never
been adjusted for inflation. By contrast, Latrobe Valley
coal-fired power stations pay around 50 cents a tonne,
which is 20 times that amount. There are the energy
supplies to the two Alcoa smelters that the Treasurer,
Mr Wells, estimated will cost the state of Victoria
around $800 million next financial year. We cannot
find out the exact details and we do not know the
precise figures because of those same freedom of
information laws. That is in addition to the electricity
provided by the Anglesea power plant.
The annual rent for the land at Anglesea is about $4500
for a 7000 hectare site. My electorate officer points out
that is about two months rent on his family home.
Alcoa also has the right to dispose of its mining waste
into the Anglesea River, and even if future studies show
that Alcoa’s chemical waste pool is responsible for
environmental damage downstream, it will have no
liability under the old legislation and none under the
new. The conditions placed on its waste disposal
licence for the toxic chemical boron, which is in its
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EPA (Environment Protection Authority) licence, are in
fact to be confirmed, and they have been sitting there
with no real control over them for many years. Nor
does Alcoa pay royalties for the disposal of tailings,
unlike all other Victorian mining operations.
Because of this bill Alcoa will avoid any publicly
accountable environmental impact assessment under
state laws, and it is seemingly doing everything it can to
avoid the same thing under federal law. It is exempt
from the native vegetation protection and offset rules
that apply to every other citizen and developer in the
state, and because of the provisions of this bill we
believe it will become extraordinarily difficult for the
government to raise environmental protections for air
emissions in regard to the local area.
There will be no public review right of any government
decisions made in relation to the environmental
assessment. The existing significant environmental
impacts the company is having cannot be assessed.
There is the right to sell and even export brown coal at
a royalty rate of 38 cents a tonne and contractual
restrictions on future governments introducing
legislation or taking any executive actions that would
be detrimental to the benefits and rights Alcoa enjoys
under the agreement. These actions could potentially
make the state government liable for damages under the
contract.
It goes further, because the state of Victoria turns into a
lobbyist for Alcoa whenever there are moves in the
federal sphere that might detrimentally affect Alcoa.
Those moves could be anything, including matters in
relation to the commonwealth Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, decisions on
carbon prices when they are floated in 2015, import and
export duties, air quality health standards, renewable
energy targets, the right to continue to graze stock over
a nationally listed heathland and so forth. In short, it is
the contractual entrenchment of protectionism for the
aluminium industry in the state of Victoria. Let me go
into some more detail on these matters.
The environmental values of Anglesea Heath as listed
on the Register of the National Estate are considerable,
so I need to spend some time explaining what they are.
According to the listing in the Australian heritage
database:
The area contains a high diversity of vegetation types
including riparian forest, damp open forest, heathy open
forest, heathy woodland, two distinctive heath communities
and closed shrubland. The area has very high plant species
richness with approximately 500 species recorded in the area.
The heaths contain the richest flora recorded anywhere in
Victoria. Small-scale plant diversity is very high with
162 species per hectare recorded. This is a very high diversity
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internationally and is only exceeded outside rainforests by
heaths in south-west Western Australia and in the Cape
province of South Africa. The area has a very high diversity
of orchids with 79 species, including 8 hybrid species being
present. The area contains plant communities which are rare
or uncommon in Victoria …
The area contains nine plant species considered rare or
vulnerable in Victoria including five orchid species. A
recently described rare eucalypt species, eucalyptus
alaticaulis occurs in the area. This species is restricted to this
location and isolated populations in the Grampians. A
vulnerable endemic species, grevillea infecunda … is
restricted to the area.

It grows nowhere else on Earth.
Mr Ramsay — And your point is?
Mr BARBER — Mr Ramsay, who is one of the
local members for this area, said, ‘And your point is?’. I
will go on and read a bit more so he can understand:
Because of the high diversity and richness of plants in the
area, an exceptional wildflower display is produced in spring.
The occurrence of low, treeless heathland on the steep rolling
topography of Bald Hills is a spectacular landscape found
nowhere else in Victoria.

Yes, there are jobs involved. Yes, there is economic
value to be created, but on the other side of the scale,
there are important bits of biodiversity and other values,
even if they are simply values of beauty, that allow me
to get up here and make an argument as to why
coalmining and coal burning should not be continuing
indefinitely on this site.
Mr Ramsay interjected.
Mr BARBER — The listing continues:
The Anglesea River is the habitat of the rare spotted galaxias.
A relictual population of the mountain dragon … is found in
the area. This is the only lowland occurrence of the species
which is now restricted to the highland region.
The area is used extensively for botanical research and
teaching, particularly in the fields of plant taxonomy and
ecology. It has also been used by researchers studying the
regeneration of plant species and the changes in animal
populations after fire events.

The citation goes for many more pages which I am not
able to read onto the record. Mr Ramsay interjected and
said it is only 6 per cent of the area. I say, and
according to my personal statement of values — and
members can think about only 6 per cent of the Mona
Lisa — it is something that we here in Australia have a
responsibility to protect. That is why the Victorian
National Parks Association is calling for Alcoa to
utilise the existing coalmine site and dig deeper for the
coal rather than destroy heathland to expand the current
site. The association says this should run for no more
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than 10 years — which the Greens believe is a time
frame for alternative energy sources to be brought in —
and that the rest of the current lease site, which
Mr Ramsay says will be protected anyway, should be
immediately added to the Great Otway National Park
and managed by Parks Victoria.
You have to wonder why, if the remaining area of some
thousands of hectares is not going to be mined, it is not
being put into the national park. The Victorian National
Parks Association is calling for no further heathland to
be destroyed, for no sale or sublease of the coalmine
area, which is permitted under the act, and for Alcoa to
investigate renewable energy sources — alternative,
less-polluting sources — on the way to phasing out
coalmining in this area.
Make no mistake, this is an extraordinarily polluting
coal-fired power plant. It is around one-tenth of the size
of Hazelwood in megawatt terms, but in terms of
certain key pollutants, those most injurious to human
health, it dwarfs Hazelwood. We only need to look up
the federal government’s National Pollutant Inventory
website to make this comparison. Alcoa, rated for about
160 megawatts, in practice generating about
140 megawatts, is one-tenth of the size of Hazelwood,
but it produces 300 times as much sulfur dioxide (SO2)
and 1100 times as much fine particulate matter. These
are two pollutants that have a direct, immediate and
extremely well-understood impact on human health.
That is why the World Health Organisation (WHO) is
rapidly revising its standards in these areas and
recommending much better standards than those
Australia currently employs.
Australia currently, and this is reflected in the licence
for Alcoa, requires that there be no more than 200 parts
per billion of sulfur dioxide in the air, averaged over an
hour. That is a maximum level which should not be
exceeded at any stage. Under the World Health
Organisation standard that level has now been brought
down to 175, and that is 175 averaged over 10 minutes.
That is because when people in vulnerable groups,
particularly asthmatics, young kids or anybody who is
exercising strenuously, get one of these pulses of sulfur
dioxide they are likely to experience immediate effects.
The effects will be felt immediately those
concentrations are reached, and they include a whole
range of problems with wheezing and irritation in the
lungs.
When it comes to particulate matter, particularly the
so-called PM2.5 — particles below 2.5 microns — there
are immediate as well as chronic effects. Australia
currently has no enforceable standard for air quality in
this area. It does have a monitoring standard, and I will
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spend some time going into these impacts. I base my
information on the WHO’s Air Quality Guidelines —
Global Update 2005 — Particulate Matter, Ozone,
Nitrogen Dioxide and Sulfur Dioxide. In relation to
particulate matter it says:
The risk for various outcomes has been shown to increase
with exposure, and there is little evidence to suggest a
threshold below which no adverse health effects would be
anticipated.

To put it very simply: no safe dose. Its objective is to
minimise concentrations of particulate matter in the air.
The WHO goes on to say:
It is unlikely that any standard or guideline value will lead to
complete protection for every individual against all possible
adverse health effects of particulate matter.
Rather, the standard-setting process needs to achieve the
lowest concentrations possible in the context of local
constraints, capabilities and public health priorities.

Alcoa and the government may argue that the current
standards are pretty good, and the current standards
may be okay for the average person, but they totally fail
vulnerable people. We have a standard in relation to
sulfur dioxide, which I will turn to next, that says
‘tough luck for asthmatics’. It is as simple as that.
On sulfur dioxide the WHO says that controlled studies
involving exercising asthmatics indicate that a
proportion experience changes in pulmonary function
and respiratory symptoms after periods of exposure to
sulfur dioxide as short as 10 minutes. Based on this
evidence it is recommended that an SO2 concentration
of 5 micrograms per metre cubed should not be
exceeded over averaging periods of 10 minutes
duration. That equates to about 175 parts per billion.
This is an important figure because Alcoa is required to
monitor air quality at six different stations in Anglesea.
It publishes the data monthly, but it publishes it in a
particular format. It publishes it according to what the
current standards require, and that is over an hourly
average. The information I have been able to obtain,
using data from the national electricity grid, is that
more than 20 per cent of the time Alcoa has to turn
down the production of its power station in order to
avoid exceeding the 200 parts per million current
Australian standard.
Month by month you can see many days when the
power plant operates at 60, 90 or even 120 megawatts
as the operator rapidly powers it down to avoid
breaching the guidelines at those six monitoring
stations across the Anglesea area. We do not have data
based on a 10-minute period, but we see, using Alcoa’s
data, that it frequently comes close to exceeding
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175 parts per billion on an hourly basis. It seems very
likely, given the bursting nature of these pulses of
sulfur dioxide, which appear very quickly in the
operation of the power plant during certain types of
weather conditions, that the plant could be exceeding
what are currently the World Health Organisation
standards.
When you read Alcoa’s published materials, the
environmental objectives it sets for itself and the
environment improvement plan, what you find time and
again is that Alcoa is doing exactly what it has to do
and nothing more. Alcoa meets the requirements the
EPA sets for it and meets the requirements the
government sets for it and does not even disclose a lot
of useful information about anything else, because all
Alcoa is trying to prove to the world is that it is
complying, and that is why we have this great
responsibility as we scrutinise and deal with this
legislation to ensure that the standards being set in this
bill are the correct ones.
Interestingly, my analysis of that data shows that the air
quality generated in the Anglesea area during these
periods is not as adverse as air quality in the Latrobe
Valley. However, there are multiple sources of
pollution in the Latrobe Valley, whereas in Anglesea
there is only one, so it is entirely possible to hold that
one source of pollution responsible and to regulate it in
such a way as to ensure air quality for the region.
The EPA licence, which I was able to obtain from the
EPA and is not on its website — unlike many other
EPA licences — states:
By 25 May 2007 the licence-holder must submit to EPA for
approval a sulfur dioxide management plan to ensure that
sulfur dioxide emissions are managed in accordance with the
requirements of the state environment protection policy (air
quality management).

That is why I was so interested to ask the Minister for
Health today in question time about his department’s
recommendation to the federal review of air quality
standards — that is, that those standards needed to be
improved because Victoria’s standards would need to
be brought in line. Through that federal process we can
see that both Alcoa and the aluminium industry more
generally are opposing improvements to those
standards because they know — even better than I
know, and possibly even better than the government
knows, but certainly better than the citizens of Anglesea
have been told — that they would immediately be in
breach of tougher air pollution standards. That is why
both aluminium producers and coal-fired power plants
around Australia are going in pretty hard at the federal
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level to oppose tougher air pollution standards that
would feed into Victoria.
However, Alcoa did implement a sulfur dioxide
reduction plan. It told us it looked at a large number of
options for it and at the end of the day came up with a
model to predict weather conditions and turn off or
down the power plant — as simple as that. The
company either did not find it profitable or was not
willing to invest in other sorts of measures that might
have improved it. Alcoa simply turns the power plant
down — pretty rapidly actually — when the plant’s
warning system indicates the standard is about to be
exceeded.
Those requirements were to be put in a plan to the EPA
in 2007 but went further. By the same time Alcoa was
also to produce an air emission management plan
further detailing the nature of air emissions from the
power plant. Condition 2.14 of the EPA licence states,
‘The report referred to … must include an assessment
of the emission(s)’ of a number of different chemicals
including, notably, PM10 and PM2.5 — the particulate
matter. I have not seen that report. I hope it is available,
because it contains the only publicly available
information we would have about the impact of
particulates on the local area. The licence states:
The report referred to in condition 2.13 must include an
EPA-approved monitoring program that will allow for the
establishment of EPA licence limits for the compounds.

There are no EPA licence limits for those other
compounds as we stand here, so someone has not done
their job. The licence goes on:
The report referred to … must demonstrate that the
licence-holder is minimising any adverse environmental
impact caused by air emissions from the power plant by the
application of:
(a) industry best practice for class 2 indicators and reduced
to the maximum extent achievable for any class 3
indicators.

Class 2 and 3 indicators are those nasties that are in the
air that are having the biggest impact on human beings.
They are detailed in the schedule to the state
environment protection policy, a document arising from
the EPA act. There is no doubt that, as a condition of its
licence, Alcoa was required to do these further studies
and that the EPA at that point — when this licence was
last amended in 2007, having first been signed off in
1997 — was going to legislate tough standards, but we
have heard nothing. It is quite clear that Alcoa has
strong influence.
The local community has written previously to the
Minister for Health requesting that a health impact
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assessment be conducted. As far as the research
connecting these levels of pollutants to human health
goes, there is absolutely no doubt — you can get it
from the World Health Organisation and a range of
bodies around Australia and the world — but we do not
know the level of some of these pollutants currently
occurring, because if they are being monitored, they are
being monitored by Alcoa, and since 2007 that
information has been required but has not been
forthcoming.
The local community has also raised the issue of the
new Anglesea Primary School. Children have been
attending the school since May. It is 1.3 kilometres
from the Alcoa power station stack and 1 kilometre
from the Alcoa open-cut coalmine. Both the mine,
through its dust, and the power plant, through its stack,
are sources of emission of these fine particulates —
PM2.5 — for which WHO says there is no safe level;
you just have to reduce them as much as you possibly
can back to background levels. The letter to the
Minister for Health notes:
Prior to building the school … and in the months prior to
completion … the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development … requested air quality and noise
assessments —

of the new school site. It continues:
These assessments were completed by Synergetics …
These assessments relied upon data supplied by Alcoa only.

They say there has been no independent monitoring.
The only pollutant for which ground level
concentrations have been supplied is SO2. All other
figures and estimates rely upon modelled data —
modelling conducted by Synergetics — using Alcoa’s
estimates of emissions. Naturally they believed that was
inadequate. The Synergetics report itself acknowledges:
The literature consistently demonstrates that PM10 and PM2.5
in particular … exert consistent measurable adverse health
effects on humans even below the current limits.

However, that report went on to say that Alcoa is
complying with the limits — the inadequate sulfur
dioxide limits and the unenforceable particulate matter
limit. I requested some weeks ago that the Minister for
Health respond to the community in relation to its
request for a health risk assessment; the community still
has not received it.
We are going to have to spend a considerable amount
of time reviewing these matters during the committee
stage of the bill. This is a bill with wide-ranging and
significant environmental, social and financial impacts,
and the government has avoided scrutiny in the area all
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year long. I did consider moving a motion to refer this
to a parliamentary committee — one of those upper
house committees that in the Australian Senate
routinely scrutinise legislation, and certainly would a
bill like this — but it is clear from statements that are
being made that that would not be supported. Neither
Labor nor Liberal is willing to countenance any kind of
delay here. The Minister for Energy and Resources says
that for us to change the rules on Alcoa beyond these
minuscule changes that he has managed to negotiate
would be a form of sovereign risk.
In reality we can see when we look at the legislation
that Alcoa has operated for 50 years under these
conditions. It is now seeking to exercise another
50-year option and, by my reading of the bill, get
another 50 years at the end of that. The government,
with the Labor Party meekly coming along, is saying
that the Parliament gets one look at this every
150 years, and all we can do is sign off on what the
government of the day says. I do not believe we will be
mining coal here in 150 years or even 50 years. I think
the approach the government should have taken was to
sit down with Alcoa and come up with a plan to phase
out this coalmining operation over a period of years.
Alcoa produces something like 25 per cent of the
world’s aluminium. It is doing it with hydropower in
Canada and geothermal and hydropower in Iceland. I
have been there and seen it. This is a company so large
that it is globally hedged against a whole range of
political developments. It probably has more awareness
of and has been on the radar of the climate change issue
longer than many of us — decades in fact. It takes a
long-term and global view, but this government does
not do the same.
This government has not really sharpened up its pencil
and tried to come up with a solution that protects the
jobs in Geelong while minimising local impacts at the
site of the mine. The Greens were certainly cognisant of
Alcoa’s Geelong operations when we negotiated the
federal Clean Energy Future package. That is why
emissions-intensive, trade-exposed industries such as
Alcoa in Geelong are going to receive about 95 per cent
of their carbon permits for free for a number of years. It
is also so that we do not get what some have referred to
as carbon leakage. However, when you are talking
about Alcoa, the fact is it is in many countries around
the world, so in some ways it is Alcoa competing with
Alcoa.
The incentive we built into the federal carbon package
gives Alcoa plenty of incentive to improve its
emissions intensity while protecting the jobs in a
smelter, and we are clear on that. But for the Victorian
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government to simply sign away our rights for another
50 or 100 years when the impacts of coalmining and
coal burning are so well understood and so clear is a
major betrayal of the thousands of residents in
Anglesea, a good proportion of whom have actually
signed a petition tabled in the house today.
It is extraordinarily unsatisfactory for the government to
present this as a fait accompli. The government had
many other options, and it still has many other options.
There are many other ways for legislation to be
constructed so that it could provide short-term relief to
the Alcoa coalmining and coal-burning operation or be
restructured in a form that would be more favourable to
the broad interests of Victoria. At the very least the
government could knock off a number of the most
egregious examples in its own legislation of secrecy,
locking out the community and constraining proper
assessment of the environmental impacts. That
assessment will still have to occur even after this
legislation has passed, and we know it will pass
because both the Labor and Liberal parties will vote for
it.
This is far from the end of the matter. I am very well
aware that Alcoa constantly monitors its strategies on a
global level. I am very well aware that there will be
future developments in the areas of health and
environmental protection in relation to carbon
emissions and emissions intensity that are going to be
brought to bear on this particular project. Alcoa would
not be under any illusions that its time spent coalmining
in Anglesea is limited, but the government asks us to
vote for a piece of legislation that maintains the illusion
that there are no significant environmental impacts that
anybody should worry about outside a limited footprint
and that this operation will simply go on forever.
Everything that is built into the legislation is there
because it maintains the illusion that that is going to
happen, even though in reality we know there is a
limited time.
I have also got a limited time here, so I am going to
have to stop there in my second-reading contribution
and prepare to ask a series of detailed questions of the
minister at the table in relation to these matters. I should
say — and this is no reflection on Mr Hall, who is a
very good minister — that I earlier tried to move a
motion, but was denied leave to do so, that the Minister
for Energy and Resources, Mr O’Brien, himself come
up here from the other place to answer these questions.
There is a provision for that in the constitution.
I have not been getting good answers from
Mr O’Brien’s department on a range of issues;
questions on notice, as we know, are extraordinarily
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delayed. Some of the mechanics of this bill cannot be
fully explained. Answers were given in last week’s
debate on the feed-in tariff that I believe were
demonstrably false, and this will be our one chance to
debate the issue, due to the absolutely restrictive
blanket of secrecy that comes down again after today
under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 special
exemption for Alcoa and its operations. If nothing else,
that exemption should be removed so that Alcoa in its
deep relationship with the state government has to
explain itself in the same way that any other company
doing business with the government would be expected
to do.
Some of the provisions of this bill almost seem as if the
government is trying to contract its way out of the
Victorian constitution; they read as if that were a
possibility. I certainly argue it is not, but the agreement
stapled to the back of this bill that we are now expected
to endorse really makes it look like Alcoa is the
government and the Baillieu government is simply a
client-cum-lobbyist, with all the obligations running
one way — ultimately to the detriment of Victorians.
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — It gives me
great pleasure to rise to speak to the Mines (Aluminium
Agreement) Amendment Bill 2011. In doing so I would
like to acknowledge that Labor is not opposed to this
bill. However, as we have just heard, the Greens are —
which is not unexpected, I might say. Of course the
Greens will never be in a position to either govern or be
financially accountable for their policies. That is why, I
find, they continually fail to support anything that
generates wealth, only putting forward socialistic policy
across communities that is not supported by financial,
governance or accountability measures. That is the way
it is.
In response to Mr Lenders’s comments in his
contribution that this legislation is rushed, my
understanding is that this was flagged to the Labor
Party in 2008. I cannot see how Mr Lenders could be so
rushed in a three-year time frame, but if that is so,
perhaps there is a need for more time management for
Mr Lenders.
This bill is not only good news for Alcoa, it is good
news for the Geelong region, which I represent. It
provides job opportunities from greater Geelong to the
coast and along to the region of Colac, where I live.
The bill amends the Mines (Aluminium Agreement)
Act 1961 to provide amendments to the agreement in
the schedule to the act to repeal the Mines (Aluminium
Agreement) (Brown Coal Royalties) Act 2005 and for
other purposes.
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In layman’s terms it is the renewal of an agreement
between the state and Alcoa which was entered into on
22 November 1961, and was ratified, validated and
approved and given effect by the Mines (Aluminium
Agreement) Act of 1961. Under that agreement Alcoa
has an exclusive right to mine coal on the leased area
identified in the agreement in the terms set out. The
initial term of that 50-year lease agreement is due to
expire on 1 February 2012, and the parties wish to
extend the term and amend the agreement for a further
50 years.
The agreement protects 90 per cent of the leased land in
its natural state, and the mining operation has a
footprint of only 6 per cent of that said leased land.
Alcoa was under no legal obligation to modernise the
agreement but acted in good faith to negotiate good
outcomes for the state, the environment and the
Victorian community. The Anglesea coalmine and
power station provide 40 per cent of the electricity used
by the company’s Point Henry operations, which
employ over 1100 people.
Under the new negotiated arrangements any planned
expansion by Alcoa will be subject to a very strict
environmental review process. Alcoa also has to
develop a mine plan which maps out future mining
activities. As I said, under the agreement the mining
operations, including the existing mine, are restricted to
less than 6 per cent of the leased area — 665 hectares of
the 7145 hectare site — which is a very small footprint
of the total area. Alcoa has also agreed to prepare a
cultural heritage management plan to manage any
Aboriginal cultural heritage issues arising from its
mining activities.
The renewal of this lease provides long-term security of
energy supply for Alcoa’s aluminium business in
Victoria, particularly for Point Henry, and allows the
Anglesea mine and power station to provide, as I said,
40 per cent of the electricity used by the Point Henry
operations. Most importantly, this agreement secures
the employment of over 1100 employees, despite the
federal government and its representative, the member
for Corangamite, Darren Cheeseman, imposing a new
tax on Alcoa which could threaten those jobs — —
Mr Barber — What’s the new tax?
Mr RAMSAY — The carbon tax.
Mr Barber — They’re exempt from it.
Mr RAMSAY — Not direct tax, indirect tax.
It secures $154 million worth of wages and $45 million
worth of service contracts and philanthropic support as
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well as sponsorship support valued at over $1 million
per year to over 100 likely organisations.
Environmentally Alcoa is adhering to best practice. I
would like to quote from the conclusions of an
independent review into water quality issues in the
Anglesea River. It states:
Low pH waters result from natural processes in the catchment
in which sulphides in coal and other pyritic materials are
oxidised. There is no evidence of any significant input of acid
from oxidation of sulfur dioxide emitted from Alcoa’s
coal-fired power plant.

Alcoa is seen as a good corporate citizen, a generous
philanthropic provider, a supporter of community
groups, a large and important employer in the region, a
wealth creator and as adhering to good environmental
practices and values. The company provides important
value to the state economy.
I want to respond to a couple of comments that
Mr Barber made. He mentioned the health of some
constituents he talked to in relation to the coalmine. I
make the point that many of my constituents are
claiming that wind farms are not only imposing a
significant impost on the livability of their areas but
seriously affecting their health and causing a noise and
social contamination not seen in regional areas since
Federation. Mr Barber also talked about royalties, but
when the agreement was first made there was a
requirement to provide a reflective stimulant for the
development of Point Henry or it would not have
happened. With over $719 million of smelter and
rolling mill annual sales out of Point Henry, obviously
the government of the day thought it necessary to
provide a stimulus for the development of Point Henry,
which is a particularly important asset in my electorate
of Western Victoria Region, and I strongly support this
measure.
Mr Barber also talked about the Anglesea Heath plains
and the importance of that vegetation to the
environment. Alcoa has provided a $14 million bond
for rehabilitation works on that leased land and has
been a strong partner with the Department of
Sustainability and Environment in making sure that the
land is being managed appropriately under very strict
environmental guidelines. Mr Barber then went on to
talk about pollution from the air which is affecting
neighbouring community assets, and he identified
Anglesea Primary School as one such asset. The
Environment Protection Authority has very strict
guidelines in relation to the release of air pollution and
contaminants, and Alcoa, like every other industry, is
required to meet those guidelines.
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In summary, I emphasise the point that this should not
be unexpected legislation. In 2008 it was flagged to the
previous government that Alcoa would exercise its
right. Alcoa has negotiated with government in good
faith for better environmental outcomes as part of the
renewal of the lease for a further 50 years, which was
under the original agreement. It has very strict
guidelines in relation to the environmental, mining
plans and water plans and has a very small footprint in
relation to its mining activities. It is an extremely
important employer in the region. It is a good corporate
citizen; it provides significant support, sponsorships
and philanthropic grants to communities and projects
right around Australia. The Point Henry operations are
also a very important industry in Western Victoria
Region. They employ over 1100 people and produce
nearly $800 million worth of sales. Point Henry is a
very important asset for Victoria, and on that basis I
strongly commend the bill to the house.
Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — I look forward to
making a contribution to the debate on the Mines
(Aluminium Agreement) Amendment Bill 2011. I have
known Alcoa since the company came to Australia. I
was at school in Geelong in 1961 when Alcoa first
came to Point Henry and offered great hope of
employment and export opportunities for the region.
That was followed up with the work undertaken by the
then Honourable Digby Crozier in establishing the plant
at Portland.
I was somewhat disturbed to hear the Leader of the
Opposition indicate that the Minister for Energy and
Resources, Michael O’Brien, was recently in Geelong
ranting to the Geelong community. I can assure
members that that is a fabrication of the Leader of the
Opposition. Not one person raised that situation with
me, and not one letter was printed in regional
newspapers along those lines. It is a shame that we have
to stoop to that level in a debate such as this, which is
very important for Western Victoria Region,
particularly Geelong.
We are very aware that the current lease taken up in
1961 had a life of 50 years with an option of a further
50 years. It is the right of Alcoa, as a large industry in
Victoria, to have the opportunity to take up that option
without further negotiation. I note that a media release
dated Tuesday, 25 October, says:
Alcoa was under no legal obligation to modernise the
agreement, however additional important benefits have been
secured through good faith negotiations.
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It goes on to quote Minister O’Brien as saying:
This revised agreement is a win-win which supports the local
economy, strengthens environmental processes and conserves
more of the Anglesea Heath …
Through good-faith negotiations between Alcoa and the state,
this new agreement delivers a great result for the people of
Anglesea, Geelong and the whole state.

My colleague Mr Ramsay backgrounded the situation
of the particular parcel of land that this lease pertains to
and gave members a good indication of the
undertakings that Alcoa has given to the government,
which will be carefully watched by the Environment
Protection Authority during this ongoing lease period.
In support of Minister O’Brien’s comments, the
Victorian Secretary of the Australian Workers Union,
Mr Cesar Melhem, said that:
The Greens need to get back in their box and allow the
perfectly legal and properly arrived at agreement between
Alcoa and the state government to go ahead …
There are probably 1000 jobs and about $120 million for the
local economy at stake here. Alcoa is running a best practice
coal station and is seeking only to extend existing operations
as planned for when the original licence was issued.
…
It is possible to balance environmental concerns and job
security.

That is in direct opposition to the argument Mr Barber
pushes on behalf of the Greens, but he also goes on to
say that we should not have any
commercial-in-confidence agreements between
governments and industry and that they should be more
along the lines of commercial neutrality. That would
obviously undermine many opportunities given to
industry in the state of Victoria in the roles they
undertake employing many people, as we know Alcoa
does, and also from the point of view of exports for
Victoria.
I very much appreciated the briefing that took place not
only for government members in western Victoria but
also for opposition members, who were extensively
briefed. I assume that the Greens had the opportunity to
be briefed; whether or not they took it up is another
thing. Not one phone call, not one letter and not one
person representing the concerns raised by Mr Barber
were received at my office during this whole process
that Alcoa has been undertaking for the last 18 months
in renewing this lease.
I congratulate Alcoa on the way it went about these
briefings and the way it has consulted its own
community not only in Geelong but also in Anglesea. I
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have to say that much of the unrest from the so-called
Anglesea community came from non-resident parties.
Mr Barber saying the unrest came from the thousands
of people who reside permanently in Anglesea is
another acknowledgement of the ignorance that is being
shown in here by Mr Barber. That is not the case, and it
was never the case. In fact Alcoa has much greater
respect in the Geelong area than Mr Barber is prepared
to give it here today.
I reside at a place called Mount Duneed, and I share the
powerline running through my property. From my point
of view Alcoa has been very generous in the
management of that line and with anything that pertains
to that line and the easement. That is generally the way
Alcoa goes about handling its business on behalf of the
parent company, the Portland smelter and itself.
With those few words, I concur with my colleague
Mr Ramsay and totally support this bill. I know Alcoa
will carry out all the undertakings that have been put
forward and negotiated, not only to the best of its ability
but also to meet the requirements that have been
imposed on that lease agreement by the current Baillieu
coalition government. I wish the bill a speedy passage
through the house so that Alcoa can get on with its
business and at the same time look after this precious
piece of land.
Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — I rise to lend
my voice and the voice of my party to supporting the
Mines (Aluminium Agreement) Amendment Bill 2011.
I will keep my comments brief given the large body of
material already put forward by my very active
colleagues in Western Victoria Region, Simon Ramsay
and David Koch, the steady work that has been done by
the Minister for Energy and Resources, Michael
O’Brien, and his department, and the work done earlier
by the Honourable Digby Crozier. The bill is important,
and the Alcoa facility is an important provider of jobs
all over the western region, in Portland, Anglesea and
all through Geelong. The bill will strengthen
environmental outcomes, as has been outlined in detail
by Mr Koch. It is supported by the vast majority of our
constituents in western Victoria; therefore it will also be
good for the state. I commend the bill to the house.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I thank members for their constructive
comments during the course of the debate, and I give a
commitment to Mr Barber, who has indicated that he
wishes to explore matters in committee, that I will
respond to questions to the best of my ability.
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House divided on motion:
Ayes, 37
Atkinson, Mr
Broad, Ms
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Darveniza, Ms (Teller)
Davis, Mr D.
Davis, Mr P.
Drum, Mr (Teller)
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Elsbury, Mr
Finn, Mr
Guy, Mr
Hall, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Koch, Mr
Kronberg, Mrs
Leane, Mr

Lenders, Mr
Lovell, Ms
Mikakos, Ms
O’Brien, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Pakula, Mr
Petrovich, Mrs
Peulich, Mrs
Pulford, Ms
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Scheffer, Mr
Somyurek, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms
Viney, Mr

Noes, 3
Barber, Mr (Teller)
Hartland, Ms (Teller)

Pennicuik, Ms

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Committed.
Committee
Clause 1
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Both the
government and Alcoa have said that Alcoa does not
need more than 90 per cent of the 7145-hectare lease
area for mining, and therefore there does not seem to be
any legitimate rationale for the continuation of the lease
over 6480 hectares of high conservation value
heathland. Therefore I ask: why was the lease
renegotiated to include that entire area when it could
easily have been returned to or included in a national
park as per the areas surrounding it?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I thank Mr Barber for his question. My
understanding is that Alcoa has the right to roll over the
current lease that has applied since 1961 under the same
terms and conditions. What the government did was —
and this process started under the previous
government — attempt to renegotiate aspects of that
lease agreement and seek variations to the lease that
were seen to be of environmental benefit to the people
of Victoria.
As explained in the briefings, the minister’s
second-reading speech and some of the comments by
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government members, the current government believes
substantial gains have been made in respect of the
environmental benefits of the new terms of the
agreement and, as I understand it, specifically in respect
of the reduction in the size of the area to which the
agreement applies. There was no agreement from Alcoa
to reduce that area, but it has agreed to significant
matters regarding the better environmental management
of the area.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Alcoa
had the right to do a lot of things under the existing
agreement and legislation, but here we are changing
that legislation. If the government is simply going to
say, ‘The answer to your question, Mr Barber, is that
that was the outcome of the negotiation’, we will be
here for a long and boring time. The government is
amending the legislation and claiming environmental
benefits. I am querying the government as to those
environmental benefits.
Given that Alcoa actually pays rent on the whole
7000 hectares but we are being told it will only use
600 hectares or so, what I want to know — and it is not
an unreasonable question — is why is the remainder of
that area, which is of international significance for its
biodiversity, not being made into a national park? What
possible reason can there be for Alcoa to maintain its
access to the remaining 6000 hectares unless it intends
to mine coal there?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I am advised that in respect of this issue
the government was able to amend the agreement only
in areas where Alcoa would agree to do so. As I said,
under the existing legislation it had every right to roll
over this agreement under the same terms and
conditions. In regard to the parts of the land area
covered by the agreement and why it was not turned
into national park, Alcoa did not agree to do that, and
the variations to this agreement could be achieved only
with the agreement of both parties.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — My
response to the minister is that that is simply not true.
The agreement forms an appendix to the 1961 act of
Parliament. We are now amending an act of Parliament.
That answer is tantamount to saying that this
Parliament is subservient to a company. Clearly the
Parliament, if it chooses, could amend legislation and
make the other 6500 hectares part of the national park.
With or without the support of Alcoa, the government
could have determined that that was to be the outcome
and this could have been a bill that not only amends the
1961 Alcoa act but also the National Parks Act 1975 to
expand the Great Otway National Park. It is simply
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false to say that the government had no choice. The
government can bring whatever legislation it wants to
the Parliament.
What I want to know is: what is the value to Alcoa of
retaining the 6500 hectares? It is paying rent on land
that the government’s press release says it will not need
to mine. All government speakers and the
second-reading speech say that only an extra couple of
hundred hectares will be mined on top of the 400 being
mined now and that it is only going to be 6 per cent of
the heath. I simply want to know what benefit to Alcoa
there could be in retaining the ability to mine further
and further into the Anglesea Heath. Alcoa is paying
rent on the land.
The minister has said, ‘Well, it was in the negotiation’.
We cannot scrutinise this legislation if the minister
simply answers everything by saying it was in the
negotiation. This bill is the outcome of the negotiation.
I have no way of knowing what happened in the
negotiation, except by asking. The negotiation cannot
simply be a black box where things come out but we
get no reason why. The minister is asking us to endorse
this piece of legislation, and I am entitled to scrutinise
every aspect of it, including this particular aspect,
which is mentioned in the government’s press release.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — It is my understanding that Mr Barber is
right to the extent that the government can bring in
legislation on any matter at any time. I understand it
might be theoretically possible for legislation to be
brought into this Parliament to completely terminate
this agreement. The impact of that would involve an
issue of sovereign risk. It would place future investment
in the state of Victoria in serious jeopardy and foster a
reputation of this government completely disregarding
matters that have been previously agreed to and
provided for in legislation.
I would have thought that would be a terrible signal to
be sending to anybody who wishes to invest in this
state, whether it be a personal investment or a company
investment. This is an issue in terms of sovereign risk,
and the legal implications of bringing in legislation that
terminates any such agreement would be horrific. This
government was not prepared to subject the people of
Victoria to some potentially extremely crippling
liability if that course of action were chosen.
I say in response to further comments Mr Barber made
that if there is a further expansion of operations within
the prescribed areas of this particular agreement, there
are processes that the company will need to follow to
win the approval for works outside of the current works
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areas. In terms of the agreement and what has been
negotiated, in all honesty I believe this is an outcome
which balances the needs of the people of Victoria,
from both an economic and social point of view, with
the need to abide by agreements and not expose this
state of Victoria to issues of legal liability relating to
sovereign risk.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — First of
all, nobody suggested that we should simply abolish
Alcoa by legislation, but we are amending legislation
with this bill, and it is absolutely clear that the
Parliament has the right to pass whatever legislation it
wants. You cannot contract out of the constitution; nor
can you put forward the proposition that because the
Parliament of 1961 decided something, the Parliament
of 2011 has no choice. Here the government is putting
in place another 50-year option at the end of the next
50 years, suggesting that a Parliament 150 years after
the 1961 Parliament still has no choice in the matter. I
simply do not accept that as a basic matter of
constitutional law.
I certainly agree that governments should be aware of
sovereign risk. Two weeks ago the government passed
legislation that cut the subsidies offered on solar
electricity in this state and in the process put at risk the
business of hundreds of small solar energy businesses.
The government, when it suits it, can change the rules
on people but cannot do so, it would seem, in this case.
I would like to know whether in this process the
government has valued the total effective subsidies
granted to Alcoa over the life of this 50-year or
100-year agreement? If so, what are the values of
forgone mining royalties, tailings royalty revenue and
any rental price versus market rental value?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — Mr Barber asked whether the
government has evaluated the effective subsidies
granted to Alcoa over the life of this 50-year agreement
to date and, if this legislation is successfully passed by
the Parliament, the 100-year term of the agreement. The
answer to that question is no, that analysis has not been
undertaken. My advice is that it would involve a
significant amount of time and resources to search for
information going back 50 years to 1961.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I was
actually looking for a forward-looking estimate of the
subsidies in relation to the favourable terms that are in
the legislation the government is asking us to vote for
today.
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Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I am advised that an analysis for the next
50 years has not been undertaken.

originally got its life back in 1961, before the
Environment Protection Act 1970 actually existed. That
act puts a number of requirements onto Alcoa.

Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — The
media release mentions the $13.94 million revegetation
bond, but that is not in the bill, as far as I can tell. Can
the minister tell me where it is referred to in the bill?

As I said earlier, air pollution is monitored at
six monitoring stations in and around the township of
Anglesea. There is a requirement for Alcoa to have a
community engagement plan. Certain amounts of that
data are released to the public, mainly in relation to
threshold levels of sulfur dioxide.

Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I am informed that the process for
determining the bond is undertaken through the Mineral
Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990. As
such, the quantum of the bond is not part of this
legislation but part of the Mineral Resources
(Sustainable Development) Act 1990.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Which
aspect of Alcoa’s operation is subject to that other
legislation, which the minister said has been used to
derive this figure?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I have that information; it is just being
got for me at this point of time. Can I hold that
question? I will provide the member with an answer as
soon as I get the appropriate advice to answer it.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — In the
same vein I would also like to know how
$13.94 million was arrived at as the correct figure for
the rehabilitation of 200 or 600 hectares of
internationally significant biodiverse heathland back to
something resembling its original state.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — Again, I will answer that question before
the conclusion of this committee stage. If I am able to, I
will also incorporate in my answer the way in which
that bond amount was determined.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — It was in
the minister’s press release, which was issued some
weeks ago. I would have thought the information would
have been forthcoming. We are still on clause 1 of the
bill. Perhaps I will move onto another topic under
clause 1, and then we can come back to the issue of
restoring the heathland.
Alcoa Anglesea also has a licence under the
Environment Protection Act 1970. That licence put new
requirements on Alcoa when it was signed off in 1997
and amended back in 2007. Despite what the
government has been putting forward about it having
limited options to negotiate with Alcoa, someone down
at the EPA (Environment Protection Authority) was
able to negotiate a licence over a power station that

In short, I have been able to get hold of all Alcoa’s
monthly reports and look at, as far as it has disclosed
them, what levels of sulfur dioxide are being
experienced at Anglesea. The standard under its
licence, which arises out of the state environment
protection policy, is 200 parts per billion of sulfur
dioxide in the atmosphere. Although a number of years
ago Alcoa was on occasion breaching that limit, in the
last year or so it does not seem to have breached the
limit. Alcoa did a number of pieces of work around the
issue of sulfur dioxide, and it implemented a number of
protocols. The monitoring stations, I gather, are directly
wired back to the power plant control room. A kind of
predictive weather model has been developed that
works out when particular weather conditions are likely
to lead to its operations breaching the agreement.
I have also examined the actual output of the power
station into the grid. It is quite clear, as we look at the
levels of sulfur dioxide — even just looking at the first
part of this year — that Alcoa often has to rapidly
downshift its power plant in order to avoid exceeding
200 parts per billion. That standard is no more than
200 parts per billion averaged over an hour, and it is
those levels as well as overall averages that Alcoa
releases to the public. However, it has happened many
times this year that Alcoa’s sulfur dioxide pollution has
reached 150 parts per billion averaged over an hour.
We do not know whether that would have risen higher
over a 10-minute period. The important point is that the
World Health Organisation now wants to set a standard
of 175 parts per billion.
I believe, looking at this information, that it is quite
likely the Alcoa Anglesea coal-fired power station is
frequently brushing up against that limit, if not
exceeding it. If the government were to adopt that
limit — and it is currently involved in a federal process
around setting these limits, which I questioned the
Minister for Health on before — then it may be that
Alcoa’s main alternative is actually to switch off the
power station even more often than it does now. It is
quite regular for it to operate at 60 or 90 or even well
under 130 megawatts more than 20 per cent of the time.
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Its main response to achieving compliance is to turn
down the rate of output of the power station.
I am therefore particularly keen to find out more
information about Alcoa’s general performance with
respect to sulfur dioxide and any other pollutants. That
information is not available to me via Alcoa’s
published reports. I am hoping that the government had
a look at that information before it signed off on this
agreement. It is clear from the EPA licence that Alcoa
is required to collect this information. For the minister’s
benefit, condition 2.15 says the report that is required:
… must include an EPA-approved monitoring program that
will allow for the establishment of EPA licence limits for the
compounds.

Those compounds are PM10 (particulate matter) and
PM2.5 — the small particulates — and a whole series of
other compounds Alcoa currently does not report on.
Can the minister tell me whether that information is
being collected in accordance with the EPA licence of
2007 and whether the government has looked at that
information and considered it?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I will call
the minister, but in doing so, not having listened in
detail to Mr Barber’s second-reading debate
contribution, I remind members that it is important that
debate on clause 1, whilst wide ranging, not be a
re-prosecution of the second-reading debate. I take it
that this issue relates to some quite specific matters that
arose in that debate.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I thank Mr Barber for his question, and I
also thank him for the courtesy of bringing to my
attention and giving to me prior to the committee
debate a copy of the EPA licence and the amendment to
the licence he referred to in his question.
In terms of a response to the question, yes, it is true that
emissions from all coal-fired power plants in Victoria
are covered by the Environment Protection Act 1970
and associated regulations to those acts administered by
the Environment Protection Authority. He is absolutely
correct when he says the policy sets standards for air
quality across the state and may lay out protocols for
generators to manage their emissions. The EPA licence
to which the member referred contains air emission
limits and air emission management requirements.
More specifically, the licence requires Alcoa to monitor
air emissions and manage emissions to ensure that
standards are being met, and Mr Barber indicated the
number of areas in which monitoring of air quality is
done in the Anglesea area.
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I am informed that the results are regularly reported to
the EPA and to the community through Alcoa’s
community consultation network. I am further advised
that the EPA is satisfied that Alcoa’s air quality control
systems are working well to achieve compliance with
state air quality standards.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — That is a
nice general statement in response to what was a very
specific question. The minister is not going to lull me
off to sleep over here. The fact is that data on the
specific pollutants referred to in condition 2.14 of the
EPA licence are not, as far as I am aware, available to
the public. My question is a very specific one: has
Alcoa complied with condition 2.13 of its licence,
which refers to setting up an air emissions management
plan, with the next condition, under which the plan
must include an assessment of the emissions, and with
the next condition, under which the plan must include
an EPA-approved monitoring program that will allow
for the establishment of EPA licence limits for those
compounds? They do not currently exist in the licence;
there are currently no standards for those compounds.
It is very important that we establish this in clause 1,
Deputy President, because in the debate on later clauses
we will hear that no government agency is allowed to
do anything that could be to the detriment of Alcoa. We
have already established that the current licence limit is
causing Alcoa to switch off or decrease output from its
power station quite frequently. It is pretty clear in my
mind that if tougher standards were brought in by the
EPA, it would be to the detriment of Alcoa’s
operations. I am simply trying to establish that the data
that would allow us or the government to assess that
has been provided to the government as per the
conditions of the EPA licence. It says on the front of the
licence:
If found guilty of contravening a condition to which the
licence is subject, you may be ordered to pay a fine of up to
$257 832 …

I would have thought it would be fairly simple for the
minister to give me some assurance that conditions 2.13
to 2.16 of the EPA licence have been complied with.
My second question is: did the government get the data
as a result of that compliance?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I will respond to Mr Barber’s questions
on conditions 2.13, 2.14, 2.15 and 2.16 of the EPA
notice of amendment of licence. Condition 2.17 is also
relevant to this. It says:
The report referred to in condition 2.13 must include a
community engagement plan and procedures to ensure the
Anglesea community is appropriately informed about the air
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emission management plan including community notification
procedures for exceedence of state environment protection
policy (air quality management) (SEPP AQM) environmental
objectives.

The EPA has informed the Department of Primary
Industries, which is responsible for this legislation, that
it is satisfied that Alcoa is conforming with those
provisions of this licence agreement. In terms of where
that data is held, all I can say is — because it is a
different department; it is an Environment Protection
Authority responsibility — that the advice from the
EPA to the Department of Primary Industries is that the
terms and conditions of this licence are being met.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — If the
report has been received, which the minister is assured
by the advisers in the box who have been assured by the
EPA that it has, what does it tell us about the levels of
those pollutants in the Anglesea area?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — The question we ask goes beyond the
terms of this particular bill. Part of the operations of the
generation facility at Alcoa require it to enter into
certain licence requirements with the EPA, and all I can
say is that again the EPA has agreed that the terms of
those licences are being met. The exact data collected
as part of this licence condition is not available to me
today because it is not directly part of the legislation
that we are debating currently.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — It is
absolutely related to the legislation we are debating.
The government is putting forward a proposition to the
Parliament that we extend this coal mine and power
plant for another 100 years. When we get to later
clauses we will see the way the government has
attempted to constrain and exclude the consideration of
a whole series of environmental impacts and in fact to
lock the government into not taking certain policy
actions. It would be great if we could find out what the
current environmental conditions are in Anglesea as a
result of this before we even consider going forward.
I presume when I get back to condition 2.8 of the
agreement in relation to sulfur dioxide reduction it also
requires the company to demonstrate how the
objectives of the SEPP air quality management will be
met at all times under normal operating conditions —
as we have heard here, ‘normal operating conditions’
means switching off the power plant 20 per cent of the
time — and that a review of the load reduction
protocol, including any proposed amendments that are
necessary ensure the objectives of the state environment
protection policy, will be met at all times. Has that
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review, under condition 2.8, been submitted to the EPA
and has the EPA approved it?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Can I just
get some clarity on this? Condition 2.8 of what? Is
Mr Barber now ranging into — —
Mr BARBER — The EPA licence, which the
minister has in his hand.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Mr Barber
is not referring to something in the bill? Okay.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I can only repeat the answer — that is,
that this is a licence condition with Alcoa in relation to
the operation of the generation plant at Anglesea. All I
can confirm again is that the EPA is satisfied that the
terms of this licence are being complied with. I think
Mr Barber is asking for particular details, for readings
and for matters that are part of a licence agreement with
the EPA. Yes, it is associated with the operation of the
power station, but it is not precisely part of the content
of the legislation before us. It is a reasonable
assumption that this committee should not undertake a
thorough examination of every particular item of data
that might be part of a licence condition. At this point in
time we have to accept that as legislators we rely on the
competence of an organisation like the EPA and its
advice to the government, and in turn I am advising the
committee that the EPA is satisfied that the terms of
these licence conditions are being met. I think it is
reasonable that that be sufficient for the committee’s
consideration of this legislation.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I thank the
minister. Just before we go on, the committee stage of a
bill is to deal with the clauses of the bill, and whilst
clause 1, which is the purpose clause, provides some
wide-ranging opportunity, it is not like a committee of
the Parliament, if you like, in terms of an opportunity to
prosecute matters that might be of general interest to
this topic. We are really quite restricted to the detail of
the bill before the chamber. I appreciate where
Mr Barber is going with this, but I need him to stay true
to the requirements of our procedures.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) —
Absolutely, Deputy President, I will take your guidance
on that. What I am trying to do is make a comparison
between the government’s press release and its
second-reading speech and the actual provisions of the
bill. There is what the government said when it
announced this bill, and then there is what is in the bill.
The government talked about environmental
improvements and that there is no need to mine in most
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of the area. If the minister were able to come back to
me with some of that information about the
revegetation bond and how it was derived, I would have
some questions in that area; otherwise I am not really in
a position to move off clause 1.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — If it is opportune, I am going to respond
to a couple of previous questions, which I took on
notice. My advice is that with respect to the question,
‘How does the Mineral Resources (Sustainable
Development) Act 1990 apply to the Alcoa lease
area?’, the advice is that clause 21 of the agreement
provides that the Mineral Resources (Sustainable
Development Act) 1990 shall apply to the agreement
and to the mining operations of Alcoa on the leased
area, the freehold land, prior land and the purchased
land. The act applies with such adaptations as are
necessary.
A question that was also asked was, ‘How is the
rehabilitation bond calculated?’. I am advised the
answer to that question is that a formula is applied to
calculate the rehabilitation bond which has been
developed by the Department of Primary Industries.
The formula is applied to determine the rehabilitation
bonds for all mines in Victoria, and the requirement for
a rehabilitation bond is contained in section 80 of the
Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development)
Act 1990.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — The
purpose of the bond is to allow for the rehabilitation of
the area that is to be mined should Alcoa decide to shirk
its responsibilities. How can the minister responsible
for that act, who is the same minister who is responsible
for this bill, determine that $13.94 million is sufficient
surety for the state of Victoria to rehabilitate, hopefully
to its original state, an absolutely unique, internationally
significant and biodiverse piece of heathland?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I can only advise the member that with
the experience the department has in terms of setting
what it believes to be appropriate rehabilitation bonds,
this figure of some $13 million has been deemed by the
department to be an appropriate bond level to restore
the land to its previous environmental values if Alcoa
were not to do it voluntarily.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — To
follow up on the minister’s previous answer, I ask:
what has been the performance of Alcoa so far in terms
of rehabilitating Anglesea Heath?

Tuesday, 22 November 2011

Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I am advised this is a general question of:
what has been Alcoa’s record in respect of the
rehabilitation of the heathland? My advice is that the
Department of Sustainability and Environment has
been very happy with the approach and corporate
responsibilities that have been demonstrated by Alcoa.
My colleague Mr Koch reminds me of Alcoa’s
involvement in local Landcare Australia projects and
believes that in terms of the management of these lands
Alcoa has demonstrated itself to be a good corporate
citizen.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — The
Department of Sustainability and Environment has
been leaking like a sieve ever since this proposition was
put before it. The proposition is — and we will see it
very specifically in relation to later clauses — that
Alcoa in Anglesea is exempt from the net gain and
vegetation offset requirements that would apply to any
other developer. The government’s proposition that is
supposed to reassure us in relation to those later specific
clauses is that $14 million is enough surety for the state
of Victoria to replace its asset — that is, the globally
significant Anglesea Heath. That is why it is important
that I get a specific answer in relation to my question
about what Alcoa’s performance has been in
rehabilitating this heath.
Decades ago it planted any old native on the site, and
people thought that was a good thing. In recent decades
not only has public awareness grown but policies have
been implemented. These policies are now being
exempted because of various clauses in this bill. If
Alcoa has done an incredible job in restoring an
ecosystem which, as I said, is one of the most
biodiverse in the world and extremely restricted in
terms of its range — it is highly sensitive to issues such
as fire, weed invasion, soil erosion and changes to
surface water and groundwater — then that is fantastic.
It is a good news story. I have not been able to find out
when I have read any of Alcoa’s documents or anything
on the public record whether Alcoa has even managed
to rehabilitate 1 hectare of formerly mined land to its
original state. We should give the minister at least one
more chance to reassure me on this, and then we will
move on.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I can only say in response to Mr Barber
that in respect of the licence agreement we were
discussing a while ago, Alcoa is required to report those
particular matters to the community through
community engagement plans and procedures. Again,
in respect of the revegetation of land and environmental
performance — I say this for the sake of the
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committee’s deliberations today — members should
consider the fact that a bond of the order of $14 million
is not insignificant even for a company that is the size
of Alcoa.
A rehabilitation bond is put there in case a company or
mining licence-holder is unable to perform the
functions and conditions of the licence requirements —
that is, to undertake land rehabilitation as part of those
licence conditions. While that bond has been set, which
is in the order of $14 million, there is no evidence to
suggest at this point in time that Alcoa is tardy at all. It
is committed to its environmental values. All evidence
seen by the government in respect of its performance in
environmental management has been positive.
We could go on for ages about this particular matter,
but the record shows that in terms of local communities
and assessments done by the Department of
Sustainability and Environment and the Environment
Protection Authority, Alcoa approaches its
responsibility to the environment with the seriousness
that the issue deserves.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — It is a
compliment to my electorate officer that I am often
mistaken for a lawyer when grilling about this
legislation, but I am a biologist and I have no legal
training. I have a great deal of doubt that this
ecosystem, let alone 600 hectares of it, can be restored.
There is no information on the record that says it has
been restored. The minister regularly refers to Alcoa’s
community engagement strategy. It does a very good
job in relation to community engagement. When you
look at its environmental success stories you inevitably
find that what it has delivered is what the law requires it
to deliver, and that is that. That is why it is very
important that we understand something about its
environmental record before we vote on this legislation,
but in relation to this particular aspect I have not been
able to do this. I am happy to move on to debating
clause 9.
Clause agreed to; clauses 2 to 8 agreed to.
Clause 9
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Without
a peep from members of the Labor Party so far on
either the health or environmental impacts of this bill,
we now move on to clause 9. Maybe this will get them
going. I ask the minister: why is it that the powers of
compulsory acquisition are still required by Alcoa —
that is, why are they still in this version of the
agreement? Why have they not been taken out as part
of the negotiation?
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Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I am advised that, in respect of the need
for the retention of compulsory acquisition powers,
those powers may be necessary for easements in terms
of transmissions between generators and smelters.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — We
should have Mr Koch very interested, because he told
us earlier that the powerline goes over his property. Is it
the case then — and this has to come out of what was
discussed in the negotiations — that Alcoa might need
new transmission lines in the future and therefore we
are giving it powers that the old State Electricity
Commission of Victoria might have retained?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I do not want to make any assumptions
about new transmission lines, but I am advised that,
first of all, the changes made are preserved rights given
to Alcoa under the 1961 agreement, and that agreement
refers to powers of compulsory acquisition contained in
section 26 of the State Electricity Commission Act
1958. That section has been repealed, and section 7A of
the principal act in effect replicates what was
previously in section 26 of the SEC act. The
compulsory acquisition provisions for Alcoa under the
new agreement are similar to those that electricity
distribution, transmission and generation companies
have under section 86 of the Electricity Industry Act
2000. In both cases the powers can be used for the
purposes of erecting and maintaining transmission and
distribution lines, and in both cases the powers can only
be used with the prior approval of the Governor in
Council.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Thank
you, Minister. I knew all that because I read the
explanatory memorandum to the bill. It was the
minister who first raised the idea of new transmission
lines going to new generators. Are we saying here that
if Alcoa decides it wants to compulsory acquire
Mr Koch’s property for a wind farm and wants to run a
transmission line to connect to its old transmission line,
it can go to the government and seek to have that
happen? It was the minister who mentioned new
transmission lines and new generators, so I ask: what
specific purposes mentioned in the negotiations
justified the continuation of this power? Alternatively,
what complications does the government envisage if
Alcoa does not have this power of compulsory
acquisition?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I can only repeat that this is a replication
of provisions that applied under section 26 of the State
Electricity Commission Act 1986 and are now in
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section 86 of the Electricity Industry Act 2000. I want
to also add to my previous answer that the main
difference between the provision in those acts and this
bill is that Alcoa’s agreement sets out a more detailed
process for obtaining the Governor in Council’s
approval for an acquisition. Alcoa must first submit its
proposal to the Minister for Energy and Resources,
clearly specifying its interest in the land it needs to
acquire and explaining the reasons for the interest. The
minister then decides whether to recommend the
acquisition to the Governor in Council.
As to why Alcoa would have a need for that, there may
be circumstances where the route of a transmission line
may change depending on other matters. This is a
preserved power that was part of a rollover of
provisions. It was deemed appropriate in the
negotiations between Alcoa and government that the
provisions for compulsory acquisition for the purposes I
have described remain part of the agreement.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Under
the process the minister just described, does the public
hear about it before or after the minister makes his
Governor in Council recommendation?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — Again so that we do not unnecessarily
hold up the committee, I am seeking further advice on
that. The only advice I have is that Alcoa does not have
a direct right to compulsorily acquire land under the
Land Acquisition and Compensation Act 1986 in the
same way that many public authorities have. Alcoa
must first obtain the approval of the minister and the
Governor in Council. That, I think, is what I have
already said by way of answer. But Mr Barber has
asked specifically whether that process means the
public knows about it before Governor in Council
permission to proceed is sought. I am seeking advice on
that, and I will provide Mr Barber with an answer
before the conclusion of the committee stage of this
debate.
Clause agreed to.
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legislation — the bill we are dealing with today — that
reflects that agreement and the minister said that to do
anything else would be a sovereign risk possibly
leading to huge liabilities and the government being
sued by Alcoa.
Apparently the Mines (Aluminium Agreement) (Brown
Coal Royalties) Act 2005, which passed through this
Parliament in 2005, would have led to a dramatic
increase in the amount of coal royalties that would have
had to have been paid by Alcoa. That Parliament
managed to significantly change the detail, but that act
was never proclaimed. The bill we are dealing with is
another attempt by the government to negotiate higher
royalties — 10 times bigger than they used to be, but
still half of what everybody else in the Latrobe Valley
pays. Can the minister tell us — and put on record —
what exactly has happened here?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — These particular provisions of the
amendment bill we have before us have been reached
with agreement between Alcoa and the government,
and so it is that the amendments in clause 10 to the
Mines (Aluminium Agreement) (Brown Coal
Royalties) Act 2005 are amendments that the company
and the government have agreed to.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Yes, but
the Parliament previously agreed to put the royalties up,
and it never happened. Now we have another
proposition that they are being put up, but nothing like
what the Parliament previously agreed to. In clause 20A
of the agreement, not of the bill, a restriction is placed
on the Crown causing any detriment to Alcoa under the
agreement. Is that the reason the government has been
unable to proclaim and bring forward the original
royalties set out in the Mines (Aluminium Agreement)
(Brown Coal Royalties) Act 2005?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — The reason the previous government did
not enact those provisions relating to 2005 is something
that I will seek immediate advice upon. I should be able
to get a quick answer.

Clause 10
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — This now
relates to another piece of legislation that this
Parliament once considered — that is, the Mines
(Aluminium Agreement) (Brown Coal Royalties) Act
2005, passed by the 55th Parliament but never
proclaimed. Earlier the minister tried to put a semantic
argument — that is, that the government negotiated
under the terms of the agreement and did not have any
choice in that matter. Now it has brought in a piece of

With respect to the amendments to the Mines
(Aluminium Agreement) (Brown Coal Royalties) Act
2005, I am advised that at the time of their introduction
Mr Theophanous, the responsible minister at the time,
indicated to the Parliament that that legislation would
not be proclaimed until such time as Alcoa agreed to it.
I am advised that Alcoa has never agreed to it, therefore
it has never been proclaimed, so there is still no
agreement to the provisions of that particular act, which
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is the subject of clause 10, and that is why it is being
repealed.

Therefore when we come to vote on this clause I will
vote against it.

Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — My
second question was: would it be in violation of
clause 20A of the agreement for that act of Parliament,
which has already been passed by the Parliament, to be
proclaimed by the government triggering the doomsday
scenario Mr Hall seemed to allude to of Alcoa suing the
state for untold millions or billions? This law is on the
books now, and we are being asked to repeal it, so it is a
very important question as to the functioning of this
legislation.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Thank you,
Mr Barber. I am not a lawyer either, but I know it
cannot be an act if it was not signed by the Governor
and given royal assent, so the proclamation is when it is
gazetted.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! If it is in
the bill, I am very happy for this to be considered by the
committee. I am concerned that what we are discussing
does not appear to be in the bill.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — Before I get advice on this answer, can I
clarify that clause 20 of the agreement to which
Mr Barber is referring relates to what is on page 40 of
this amendment bill? Is that correct?
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — We are
dealing with clause 10, but I am referring to clause 20A
of the agreement.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — The advice I have in respect of the
relationship between clause 10 and clause 20A of the
agreement, which is on page 40 of the amendment bill,
is that clause 10 does not breach clause 20A of the
agreement nor the advice of the department. If there
were not a repeal of that act, that provision would not
be breached either.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — That is
the best news I have had all day. It means we can safely
leave this law on the books — the Mines (Aluminium
Agreement) (Brown Coal Royalties) Act 2005. It has
never been proclaimed and never been signed off by the
Governor. Through this clause the government is
inviting us to repeal that legislation, but if we simply
just leave it there, then it is open to a future government
to raise the royalties for Alcoa to the levels envisaged
by that 2005 act, which would put Alcoa in line with all
other Latrobe Valley power generators. Whatever the
various members of this Parliament’s views are on this
bill as a whole, they could certainly support me on this
clause, because, as the government has just told us, it
really will not harm anything. It has been there since
2005, does not operate and would not trigger any of the
provisions, such as clause 20A of the agreement.

Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I appreciate that we are going to have a
difference of view on this clause, but I do want to come
back to providing an answer regarding the issue of
compulsory acquisition, which was discussed as part of
this. The advice I have on this is that compulsory
acquisition is only ever a last resort after negotiations
with land-holders fail and after all other options are
exhausted. Compensation would apply to any
compulsory acquisition, so the land-holders would
know about any plan in advance.
Committee divided on clause:
Ayes, 37
Atkinson, Mr
Broad, Ms
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Darveniza, Ms
Davis, Mr D.
Davis, Mr P.
Drum, Mr
Eideh, Mr (Teller)
Elasmar, Mr
Elsbury, Mr
Finn, Mr
Guy, Mr
Hall, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Koch, Mr
Kronberg, Mrs
Leane, Mr

Lenders, Mr
Lovell, Ms
Mikakos, Ms (Teller)
O’Brien, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Pakula, Mr
Petrovich, Mrs
Peulich, Mrs
Pulford, Ms
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Scheffer, Mr
Somyurek, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms
Viney, Mr

Noes, 3
Barber, Mr (Teller)
Hartland, Ms

Pennicuik, Ms (Teller)

Clause agreed to.
Clause 11 agreed to.
Clause 12
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I now
refer to the agreement itself, and it is quite a long
agreement. I am referring to clauses in the agreement
now, not the bill. Clause 3(b) seeks to change the
definition of ‘the act’ from the ‘Mines Act 1958’ to the
‘Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development) Act
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1990’. Will this mean that the provisions in this act now
apply to the agreement?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I just need some clarification. Could
Mr Barber explain the question again? It might be
helpful if he could refer to the page numbers of the bill
so I can follow exactly where he is going.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Is that
paragraph (b) of clause 3 in schedule 2 on page 7?
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Yes.
Under law a contract cannot oust a legislative clause
unless the legislation itself specifically permits it, so
what I want to know is: does the agreement have the
effect of ousting the Mineral Resources (Sustainable
Development) Act 1990 — let us call it MRSDA for
short — because it is attached to legislation?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — The advice I have received is that what
clause 3(b) on page 7 does is change a reference in the
agreement from the Mines Act 1958 to the Mineral
Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990, so it is
not as if we are changing those acts; what we are doing
is changing a reference to an act in the agreement.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Yes, and
that is fine. Now what I am asking is: how does the
agreement relate to the MRSDA? Are we legislating
ourselves out of the provisions of the MRSDA when
we vote for this bill?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — My understanding is that as we go
through the agreement there will be provisions of the
agreement which relate to processes under the Mineral
Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990, so it is
just redefining particular aspects of the agreement and
the acts to which they apply.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Well and
truly, and this provision goes on for quite a long way.
Will, for example, the government be legally entitled to
collect royalties from Alcoa in respect of the disposal of
tailings under subsection (4) of section 12A of the
MRSDA?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — In respect of this specific question I can
advise Mr Barber that substituted clause 21(2)(a) of the
Mines (Aluminium Agreement) Amendment Bill 1961
states that sections 12 and 12A of the Mineral
Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990 or any
law relating to the subject matter of royalties will not
apply to this agreement.
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Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — My next
question is: what are the practical effects of amending
the definition of ‘base index number’ from December
to June and from 1961 to 2010?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — Thankfully I can answer this question.
My advice is that the practical effect of amending the
definition of ‘base index number’ is to bring the
amended agreement up to date. There is no material
change to how the royalty is calculated.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — What are
the practical effects of the term ‘former forest area’
being deleted, and what was the reason for its deletion?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Has
Mr Barber moved to a different page? I am trying to
follow this too, and it would be helpful if I knew where
he is in the bill.
Mr BARBER — We are still in that clause. We are
just moving our way down through the definitions. It is
on page 8.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I ask Mr Barber if the reference he made
in his question is to freehold land or forest land.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Forest
land.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — At this point of time I do not have an
answer to that question, so I think we are going to be
going for a bit longer. Again I will come back to
Mr Barber with an answer to it.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — The
reason Mr Hall asked me about forest versus freehold is
that he has got a list of my questions, which we sent to
the minister earlier on. We have been asking these
questions and still have not got answers. A large
amount of the Parliament’s time is now being taken up
because we were not able to get answers to these simple
matters when we previously asked about them.
I ask the same thing in relation to the definition of
‘freehold land’ — that is, areas on title. What are these
actual areas, and what consideration was given in
exchange for the title?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I do appreciate that the questions have
been asked. For some reason I have not got that
question about forest land, but as I said, I will
endeavour to get an answer for Mr Barber.
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With respect to the question about freehold land, that
relates to the areas on title: what are these actual areas
held as freehold, and what consideration was given in
exchange for the title? The answer to that question is
that the freehold land is described in amended clause 1,
which contains the definitions of the agreement, as the
land contained in:
(a) certificate of title volume 8230 folio 618 known as Lot 1
on the Title Plan, 408603H …; and
(b) certificate of title volume 8489 folio 766 known as Lot 2
on Plan of Subdivision 061660 …

Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — What
was the consideration given for that land?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I hope we are on the right page here. The
advice I have received in respect of the question ‘What
consideration was given in exchange for the title?’, is
that the title was exchanged for the purchase of the
freehold land, and the purchase arrangements — for
example, how much was paid for that freehold land —
are not matters that would normally be made public.
Indeed the purchase of the freehold land is a matter
between the company and those from whom it
purchased that land.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — In
relation to this piece of freehold land that Alcoa got for
a secret price and for which a minerals exemption was
granted pursuant to section 293 of the Mines Act 1958
on 19 August 1985, can the minister describe the nature
of this minerals exemption?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I am told the definition of ‘freehold land’
in clause 1 of the agreement under the heading
‘Definitions’ provides that the freehold land is the
subject of a minerals exemption granted under
section 293 of the Mines Act 1958 on or about
19 August 1985. The exemption under section 291 of
the Mines Act 1958 is in respect of brown coal in the
freehold areas for a period not exceeding the life of the
resource or the expiration of the agreement, whichever
is the earlier. This means that the brown coal in the
freehold areas is owned by Alcoa; therefore Alcoa is
not required to pay a royalty to the state for the resource
during the period for which the exemption applies.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I thank
the minister for his answer. What are the practical
effects of the amendment proposed in this bill to the
definition of ‘leased area’?
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Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I do not have an answer to that question.
I understand the question was not foreshadowed.
Notwithstanding that, I do not deny the right of
Mr Barber to ask that question. Again, with the
member’s agreement, I will come back to the question
later and provide an answer.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — In the
definition of ‘significant additional environmental
impact’, why was the word ‘additional’ included?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — Again I cannot give Mr Barber an
answer at this point in time, but I gather we will be
going for a while. The dinner break may give me an
opportunity to get an accurate answer to that question.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Does the
government contemplate cumulative impacts being
considered by some third party such as a tribunal or
court in the assessment, and is that why ‘additional’ has
been inserted?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — Again I will have to come back to that
question.
Sitting suspended 6.27 p.m. until 8.02 p.m.
Hon. P. R. HALL — Mr Barber asked some
questions before the dinner break to which I was unable
to provide answers. As promised, I have sought further
advice and can respond to the three questions to which
answers were sought. The first question was: why has
the definition of ‘former forest area’ been deleted? I am
advised that this definition has been deleted as it is no
longer relevant to the agreement. The removal of the
definition was done in consultation with Alcoa and
Parks Victoria. There are no licences and agreements in
existence under the land act.
The second question was: what is the impact of the
changes that have been made to the definition of ‘leased
area’? Amendments were made to bring the definition
of ‘leased area’ up to date. The actual impact is that the
leased area is slightly smaller than the area granted in
1961. The smaller area is the result of changes to land
use that have occurred during the past 50 years.
The third question asked was: why has the word
‘additional’ been added to the definition of ‘significant
additional environmental impact’? I am advised that the
reference to ‘additional’ reflects the recognition that the
Alcoa mine is not a new development but is a mining
operation that has been in existence for 50 years and
has already had impacts as a result of its activities. The
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focus must therefore be on those additional significant
environmental impacts that are identified as part of
Alcoa’s future mining proposals.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — There are
additional impacts and then there are cumulative
impacts. Is the effect of the insertion of the word
‘additional’ to make it impossible to look at the
cumulative impacts of all the existing mining alongside
the new mining proposal?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I thank Mr Barber for his question. No,
my understanding of this is that the word ‘additional’
does not preclude, therefore, a look at the cumulative
effect of a number of matters.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) —
Everything hangs off this definition, because when you
read the definition it says:
“significant additional environmental impact” means a
significant impact on —

I note the tautology there before we even start —
(a) species of fauna or flora or ecological communities or
their supporting habitat;
(b) beneficial uses of surface and ground waters; or
(c) the amenity of adjoining areas,
that is in addition to the impacts that already exist by virtue of
the company’s existing mining operations at the time the
mine extension plan is submitted …

There is already an extraordinary amount of case law in
relation to significant impacts. This definition
constrains what could be considered. Firstly, it says
‘significant’ only relates to those impacts to which it
has referred. Secondly, it only looks at additionality.
What we are seeing here is already a considerable
narrowing of the possible scrutiny of the impacts of
continued mining. As we go through these provisions
we are going to see that this definition, which
ultimately becomes the definition on which all
environmental assessment hangs, has been constrained
in a whole series of other ways. Therefore I ask: how
does ‘beneficial uses of surface and ground waters’
differ from ‘surface and ground waters’ — that is, what
has to be beneficial about them?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I thank Mr Barber for his question and
can respond in this way. Beneficial use is a concept
from the Environment Protection Act 1970, and the
state environment protection policies made pursuant to
that act. The concept is used in the regulation of land
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and groundwater contamination to define when
contamination has reached a level that is considered
pollution and must be cleaned up because it is
impacting upon the existing or potential beneficial uses
of that land, groundwater or surface water. The existing
and potential beneficial uses will vary depending upon
the location of the impacted area. They include the
following range of uses that are protected by the act and
groundwater contamination policies:
(a) maintenance of natural ecosystems, modified
ecosystems and highly modified ecosystems;
(b) human health;
(c) buildings and structures;
(d) aesthetics; and
(e) production of food, flora and fibre.

Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Are there
any unbeneficial uses? What would be excluded by
putting this word into the agreement?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — Every aspect of the use of water I can
think of would be beneficial.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Moving
on to clause 4 of the amended agreement, it deals with
what would happen if Alcoa assigned its rights under
the agreement. Subclause (3), on my reading, releases
the company from any liability once that assignment is
complete. I find that to be a fairly large regression from
clause 4(b) of the original agreement. My question for
the minister is: if a problem caused by Alcoa is
discovered after the assignment, would the assignee be
liable? A natural reading of this subclause leads me to
the conclusion that Alcoa would escape liability.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I am advised that clause 4 is not about
liabilities; it is about the assignment of responsibilities
under the agreement.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — That is
right, and, as the provision says, the company has a
number of obligations and conditions. In many ways
the company has been released from many pieces of
legislation that would otherwise apply, and its main
responsibilities are really those contained in the
agreement. The agreement contains requirements to at
all times comply with modern standards. It even says if
Alcoa follows modern standards for the operation of its
facilities, it cannot be found to be liable for nuisance. If
the rulebook for the company is what is in the
agreement and this provision says it is released from the
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terms of the agreement, then what residual
responsibilities — I called them liabilities, but let us
call them responsibilities under the agreement — would
the company have after it has shot through? If the
answer is it is a clean slate, Alcoa is gone — so be it.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — In response to the question about who
would therefore be required to meet such
responsibilities on assignment, I am advised that the
assignment must be approved by the minister in the first
instance and that the person or organisation to whom
that assignment has been directed, with the minister’s
approval, would be required to accept responsibility.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — So the
answer is yes, the person the agreement is assigned to
then becomes responsible for meeting each of the
obligations and conditions.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — Yes, that is a good way of putting it.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Clause 7
of the amended agreement, which is headed ‘Extension
of agreement’, mirrors the existing provision — the
so-called option for Alcoa to extend the agreement for
another 50 years after the 50 years it has just had. Does
that mean that at the end of 2061 another 50-year
option will be granted to Alcoa, taking it up to 2111?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — As I thought, I have been advised that
this particular clause does not give Alcoa an automatic,
as-of-right extension for a further 50 years, but it does
not prevent Alcoa from asking for such an extension,
after which the minister would make a decision. The
conditions relating to extending the contract or creating
a new contract contain no rights for the rollover of
existing provisions and would be completely open to
negotiation.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — In
relation to clause 10 of the agreement, are the amounts
in rent and royalty rates adjusted for inflation?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — The amounts are adjusted for inflation as
per clause 10(4) of the amended agreement.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — So there
is a formula in the agreement involving a base index
rate versus a current index rate. Does that have the
same effect in terms of calculating inflation as that of
other acts — for example, the Mineral Resources
(Sustainable Development) Act 1990?
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Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — The answer to the question is yes. I am
advised that the formula in the agreement for
calculating the inflated rate payable in a financial year
has exactly the same mathematical effect as that under
section 12A of the Mineral Resources (Sustainable
Development) Act 1990.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Why has
the royalty threshold amount changed from
100 000 tonnes to 101 600 tonnes?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I am unable to answer that question.
There is no advice. I understand this is a new question
that was not foreshadowed. As I said before,
notwithstanding the right of any member to ask a
question, without that information I am unable to
provide an answer at this point in time.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Why is
there a two-tiered royalty rate whereby the more the
company mines the less it pays?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I can only assume that this, again, is a
matter agreed to by Alcoa and the government in the
striking of this new agreement.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) —
Generally Alcoa has been mining over that quantity,
which is to say it has incurred that second tier of
royalties. So there must have been a reason for making
a small adjustment. The outcome of that negotiation has
led to this bill. It is not enough for the minister to say he
does not know why it is in the bill, because it was part
of the negotiation. It is very clear that this bill is the
outcome of the negotiation, and it is what we are being
asked to sign off on.
Newly inserted subclause 10(1)(c) sets the royalty rate
when Alcoa is exporting energy into the grid — that is,
when it is not using it for its own purposes — to be the
same as that in the Mineral Resources (Sustainable
Development) Act 1990. How would the government
go about differentiating between coal that has been dug
up for the purpose of generating electrons which go to
the smelter and that which goes elsewhere in the grid?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I am not sure whether this question is
exactly the same question submitted by Mr Barber
earlier. If this is an interpretation of that question, good
and well; if it is not, then I may have to again take it on
notice. If the question was: if the newly inserted
subclause 10(1)(c) sets the royalty rate when Alcoa is
exporting energy into the grid to be the same as that in
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the Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development) Act
1990, does the Mineral Resources (Sustainable
Development) Act 1990 formula apply — —
Mr Barber — No, it is not about the inflation
formula; it is about the different royalties.
Hon. P. R. HALL — I thought the question was
different to the one that had been foreshadowed. At this
point in time, again I do not have that information at
hand to be able to answer that question exactly.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) —
Clause 10(1)(d), which allows Alcoa to sell the coal,
conceivably for export through the port of Geelong, has
been retained from the old agreement. Given this bill is
supposed to be about jobs in Geelong, local
manufacturing and so forth, what was the purpose of
retaining a clause that would allow the company to
actually sell coal to someone else, quite possibly for
export purposes, rather than use it itself?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — In inquiring about clause 10(1)(d) of the
agreement and seeking advice on this particular matter I
have been told that Alcoa has never actually sold coal,
that all the coal it mines is used for generation purposes.
I am also told that there has been no foreshadowed
intent to do so. Therefore it does beg the question why
this particular provision has been left in the agreement.
The only advice I have on that is again that Alcoa
sought to retain this provision in the agreement even
though it is a practice it has not undertaken before and
there has been no foreshadowed intention to undertake
it in the future.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — The
people at Alcoa are not the only people who might have
the idea of selling export coal. The Alcoa mine, like
some others, is pretty close to the port of Geelong and
economically is within trucking distance. Would the
government be seeking to readjust the royalty rates if
Alcoa started selling or exporting coal at a disadvantage
to other coalminers who might like to do the same thing
and pay, roughly, a 50 cent royalty rate, or would that
be sovereign risk?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — The only advice I can offer in terms of
the question asked is that if Alcoa, like any other
company, sought to export a product like coal, then it
would need to obtain an export licence from the federal
government to do so. In those circumstances I would
have thought that the Victorian government would have
a view about that and may wish to talk to Alcoa in
terms of what royalty it might pay.
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Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — That is
all very unclear. I will just move along a little bit. Most
of clause 13 has now been omitted from the new
agreement, but we still have subclause (c), which states
that the company shall not:
use or occupy or permit the leased area to be used or occupied
for any purpose other than the exercise of the rights herein
granted or for the pasturage of stock of or as garden ground
for employees of the Company …

I am not aware that they have ever grazed cattle on the
Anglesea Heath. I am pretty sure it is not happening
right now. Why has the government omitted all the
other subclauses but retained the right to graze cattle on
the Anglesea Heath? Is this some kind of revenge for
the fact that you cannot graze your cattle in alpine areas
any more?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I will ignore the last part of the questions,
which I think was a bit flippant, but I will seek some
advice on the first part to see if there was any specific
reason for the retention of this particular part of the
clause.
To answer the question, I am informed that clause 13 of
the agreement is headed ‘Use of leased area’ and it
provides that the company shall not do a number of
things. With respect to that it states:
The Company shall not —
…
(c) use or occupy or permit the leased area to be used
or occupied for any purpose other than the exercise
of the rights herein granted or for the pasturage of
stock …

It very clearly says that Alcoa is not allowed to use the
heathland for the grazing of stock. I understand that
subclauses (a), (b), (d) and (e), which have been
omitted, related to mining methods that are no longer
used by Alcoa and are therefore irrelevant to this
particular clause within the agreement.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I think
someone has read the clause wrongly. I can read it
again:
The Company shall not —
…
(c) use or occupy or permit the leased area to be used
or occupied for any purpose other than the exercise
of the rights herein granted or for the pasturage of
stock …
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In other words, it cannot occupy or use the leased area
for any purpose other than the exercise of the rights or
pasturage of stock or as garden ground for employees
of the company. Those are the three things the company
can do. It cannot use or occupy the leased area for any
other purpose. You cannot build a golf course on it, for
example. We are clear on that. Alcoa can exercise its
rights herein granted — that is, in the agreement — or it
can use it for the pasturage of stock or it can use it as
garden ground for employees of the company, but for
no other purpose.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I understand the point Mr Barber is
making. I have not had training in the use of
terminology that is the practice of the law, but I am
informed that the words and expressions in clause 13(c)
of the agreement specifically prevent Alcoa from using
the heathland for the pasturage of stock. As I said,
Mr Barber and I might interpret those words differently,
but the local interpretation, as I said I am advised,
prevents it from doing so.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Got to
work those commas; commas can be important. I want
to move on to clause 20A of the amended agreement.
This clause restricts the Crown from doing many
things. Of particular concern to me is a restriction on
the state to take or cause to occur any action which
derogates from the rights and enjoyment of the
agreement.
Earlier today the minister tried to mount the argument
that if this Parliament with clear intent changed the
rules on Alcoa, Alcoa could sue Victoria. I think that is
absolutely wrong, but what this clause seems to suggest
to me is that Alcoa could very well sue the government
for damages if the government took a number of
actions — that is, as the definition says, to take or cause
to occur any action which derogates from the rights and
enjoyment of the agreement. I need to ask about this in
detail. Does this mean that no future minister of the
Crown can present legislation to the Parliament that
will cause to occur any action if it directly or indirectly
affects this agreement detrimentally or else the
government will be up for damages?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — My advice is that this particular
provision would not prevent governments in the future,
if they so chose, bringing in amendments to Victorian
statutes. In a similar vein Theo Theophanous, a former
Minister for Resources, brought amendments to the
brown coal royalties legislation, even though that was
not proclaimed. The minister moved such amendments
on that occasion, and this provision would not prevent a
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minister from doing so in the future. A government
would, however, need to think very carefully about the
implications of bringing forward a bill which amends
an act that impacts on this particular act of Parliament. I
offer that advice in response to the member’s question.
I do not believe this particular provision prevents a
minister in the future bringing before this Parliament a
bill to amend something which might impact on this
agreement.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — The
minister says that and then says the government should
think very carefully. I hope governments always think
carefully when they bring legislation before the
Parliament. I certainly think very carefully before I vote
on legislation.
Earlier today the minister was suggesting that if the
Parliament had amended this legislation in a way other
than to reflect the outcome of a negotiation his
government has had with Alcoa, we could be up for
damages. I am thankful that the minister has now said it
is very clear that you cannot contract out of the
constitution. It would be a grave threat to parliamentary
sovereignty if the Crown became liable for damages for
changing the law in a whole range of areas — and not
just those limited to the agreement. In the case Port of
Portland Pty Ltd v. State of Victoria the Supreme Court
of Victoria’s Court of Appeal held that a similar clause
was an executive act that purported to bind a
Parliament, which was beyond the state’s power, and
was void. That part of that judgement was not
overturned by the High Court. It would therefore be
extraordinarily bad form for the government to be
bringing in a bill containing a provision we already
knew was unconstitutional.
Short of that, there are a whole range of other no-noes
for the government of the day. I think I should probably
just read the relevant short part into the record.
Clause 20A of the amended agreement says:
The State shall —
(a) not impose nor take nor (insofar as it is competent to do
so) permit nor authorize any of its agencies or
instrumentalities or any local or other authority or
Minister of the Crown or public statutory corporation of
the State to take or cause to occur any action or
combination of actions, including without limitation, the
imposition of any taxes, rates or charges of any nature
whatsoever, which —
(i)

has the effect of modifying or subtracting from the
Company’s rights or adding to any of its
obligations under this Agreement or any other
agreement relating to the smelter at Point Henry;
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(ii) is discriminatory to, or has a discriminatory effect
on, or is directed at the smelter at Point Henry or
the Company; or
(iii) discriminates adversely between the Company and
other industrial or commercial enterprises in the
State —

well that is a laugh; we already know this bill gives a
huge free kick to Alcoa —
in respect of the income, titles, property or other
assets, products, materials or services used or
produced by or through the operation of the smelter
at Point Henry and the disposal of aluminium and
waste products produced in the smelter or is
discriminatory to the aluminium industry or is
directed at the aluminium industry …

It is not just Alcoa but the whole industry now. For the
sake of completeness and for the sake of further
questions I will read a further paragraph:
(c) make such representations as may be necessary to the
Commonwealth with respect to, and use its good offices
in relation to, the remedy or amelioration of or removal
by the Commonwealth of any adverse effect on the
progress or cost of the construction and operation of the
smelter at Point Henry or on that smelter, the Company,
this Agreement or any other agreement relating to the
smelter resulting from Commonwealth Government
policies including, without limiting the generality of the
foregoing, the imposition of import duties, as soon as
practicable after the occurrence of such effect.

To my mind the reading of that shows it is left
completely open-ended, meaning the government or
any part of the government — and a local authority is
included in there as well — is unable to take or cause to
occur any action which reduces the company’s rights
under this agreement or the benefits of this agreement
for it.
This in effect turns the state government into Alcoa’s
lobbyist. That means that rather than working with a
federal government — for example, in the area of
higher standards for air quality — the state government
is legally required to join a push against those things
that might impact on the company. That requirement
could also apply in relation to decisions of the federal
government, such as a decision to trigger the
Commonwealth Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. There is also a
series of issues in there relating to the imposition of
import duties. That presumably could only mean, if the
companies were being affected, some sort of raw
material or input was being impacted on. This seems
like an extraordinarily wide clause. Is that the intent of
the legislation?
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Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — The Victorian government’s position in
respect of this whole agreement is that it achieves a
balance between the social, environmental and
economic needs of the state of Victoria. Therefore my
understanding of this particular provision, clause 20A,
is that it seeks to recognise that in striking an agreement
each party will be obliged to do what they are able to do
in terms of maintaining that agreement. The way I
understand this particular clause is nothing more than
that. It is a clause which says: given that the state in its
agreement with Alcoa has struck an agreed balance
between those competing needs — economic, social
and environmental — from Victoria’s point of view, its
obligation is to do what it is able to do to maintain its
side of this agreement. I see this clause as nothing more
and nothing less than that.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I thought
the point of signing a deal was that you had a deal, but
apparently another clause has to be added on the end
that says that even with this deal having been signed
into law, the government cannot take any action which
has the effect of modifying or subtracting from the
company’s rights or adding to any of its obligations
under this agreement. There are any number of areas
where a government, through its executive action, could
add to the obligations — sure, not through amending
legislation; that is the exact thing we are doing here
today. The clause refers to agencies, instrumentalities, a
local or other authority, a minister or a public statutory
corporation taking or causing to occur any action that
either reduces the rights or adds to the obligation of the
company.
For example, the government has already banned wind
farms on the Bellarine Peninsula. The company’s
transmission lines run straight through that area. It is an
ideal place for Alcoa, if it wanted to green up its power
supply, to build some wind farms and plug them
directly into its transmission line, but that action of the
government has taken away an option for the company.
I am not quite sure what the distinction is between my
characterisation of the government’s responsibilities,
which says that outside of the agreement it has to avoid
a whole range of other actions, and the minister’s
characterisation, which is that, ‘It does not mean
anything; it is just restating the fact that we have a deal
and this is the deal’.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I just want to make this comment in
reply to Mr Barber’s questions: this agreement is about
Alcoa’s rights to mine and in respect of power supply.
There is nothing in the agreement that prevents Alcoa
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from supplementing its energy supply, if need be, with
energy from other sources, including renewable energy.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — We
know that; it already gets 60 per cent of its power for
the Point Henry smelter from other power stations. But,
as I have stated, this is a completely open-ended clause
that refers to taking actions that have the effect of
modifying or subtracting from the company’s rights or
adding to any of its obligations under this agreement.
I will just move on to clause 21A of the amended
agreement. It is my understanding that the government
has already received the work plan, and this clause
deems it to be an approved work plan. Will it be
available on the register and therefore publicly available
as per section 74 of the Mineral Resources (Sustainable
Development) Act 1990?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I am advised that the work plan will be
made publicly available when it is placed on the mining
register in accordance with the usual practice and
section 69(1) of the Mineral Resources (Sustainable
Development) Act 1990.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I thank
the minister for that assurance; I appreciate it.
Clause 21B of the amended agreement says that the
Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 only applies ‘as far as
reasonably practicable’. Normally when there is a law,
you comply with that law. There is a law that sets speed
limits for motorists and you comply with those speed
limits under that law. You do not then pass another law
that says, ‘You know what? You should follow that
speeding law as far as is practicable’. Why is it not the
case that this simply says that Alcoa must comply with
the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006, with a full stop at the
end?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — This question was raised by the member
for Richmond, Richard Wynne, in the debate in the
Legislative Assembly, and a letter of reply to the issue
in question was provided by the Minister for Energy
and Resources to Mr Wynne. I am more than happy to
put it on the record if the member wishes me to. I am
quoting directly from the letter to Mr Wynne from the
Minister for Energy and Resources, Mr O’Brien, dated
18 November 2011. It states:
I refer to your request for clarification during the recent
Legislative Assembly debate on the Mines (Aluminium
Agreement) Amendment Bill as to the meaning of the phrase
‘… as far as reasonably practicable …’ which appears in
clause 21B(1)(a) of the agreement in schedule 2 of the bill.
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In 2008, Alcoa exercised their option to extend the agreement
during the term of the former government, and having done
so, was then under no obligation to negotiate beyond the
limited extent conferred on the state by the agreement. The
wording of this clause was developed in consultation with
Alcoa and Aboriginal Affairs Victoria.
In clause 21B of the agreement, the phrase ‘as far as
reasonably practicable’ is intended to assist on a case-by-case
basis, the tension of application between the Mines
(Aluminium Agreement) Act and Alcoa’s exclusive right to
mine and the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006. The meaning of
the words and how they would apply would ultimately be
determined by a court in the event of a disagreement between
the state and Alcoa as to how the Aboriginal Heritage Act
applies to the Anglesea mine. The phrase has received much
consideration by both the courts in Australia and the key
principles of interpretation involve adopting the ordinary
meaning of these words and making a value judgement in
light of all the facts. The phrase means something narrower
than ‘physically possible’ or ‘feasible’ and must be judged on
the basis of what was known at the relevant time and to
balance the likelihood of the risk occurring against the cost,
time and trouble necessary to avert the risk.

Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — Yes, I
know the words ‘reasonably practicable’ have been
reviewed by the courts, but that has usually been when
they are being reviewed within an act. Here we have
this ‘reasonably practicable’ test, and it is a test of
whether you have to comply with another law that you
would normally have to comply with. What the
minister is really saying is that the 1961 agreement said
you did not need to comply with an Aboriginal heritage
act that did not even exist at the time — in fact, I am
not even sure that Aboriginal people were treated as full
citizens at the time — but the world has moved on and
the Parliament has brought in the Aboriginal Heritage
Act 2006 and reviewed it a number of times.
I believe the government has the entire act, or at least
some parts of it, before a parliamentary committee, but
here when it had the opportunity to treat this particular
applicant like every other land-holder and developer in
Victoria the government said it had negotiated with the
company and the company did not want to do it so they
split the difference. They split it in such a way that the
reasonably practicable test, as the minister has told us,
relates purely to the degree of inconvenience caused to
Alcoa.
There is nothing in there that looks at the significance
of Aboriginal heritage. The Aboriginal heritage in
question could be basic; it could be the type of
Aboriginal heritage that is found all over Victoria.
There were hundreds of thousands of people living in
this state for tens of thousands of years before any
white fellas got here, and they left a lot of Aboriginal
heritage behind. Aboriginal heritage can be found all
over the place. On the other hand, the Aboriginal
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heritage could be of an extraordinary value and
something that no-one has ever encountered before. But
the only test in this case will be the reasonably
practicable test.
From Alcoa’s point of view, is it inconvenient for
Alcoa to protect or in some way preserve this heritage
in the middle of its mine? Because the act itself does
not actually operate in relation to Alcoa, I guess Alcoa
will not be going out and looking for Aboriginal
heritage. In some respects we are seeing what actually
happened in the negotiation between Alcoa and the
government. Alcoa said, ‘We would rather not comply
with too many bits of legislation that you crazy
parliamentarians have thought up since 1961. We will
just keep going as we are, thank you very much, for
another 50 years’.
I am happy to move on to clause 21D of the amended
agreement. Is the options analysis for the mining
extension plan — that is, whether to dig deeper or
further laterally into the heathland — likely to be
available to the public, and will the public know when
the government is considering this mining extension
plan?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — The member asked if Alcoa wants to
expand the mine and what opportunities there are for
the community to have knowledge of the processes
involved if they want to be involved. I am advised that
under the new agreement any future expansion of
Alcoa’s Anglesea mine will, for the first time, be
subject to environmental requirements that are broadly
equivalent to the process in section 42A of the Mineral
Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990, which
applies to other Victorian mines. Alcoa will be required
to identify whether there are any additional significant
environmental impacts. If there are, it is to show how
they would be mitigated. If the government is not
satisfied with that mitigation plan, it can undertake its
own work to assess risk and mitigation options.
I am advised that the main difference in relation to
MRSDA is that should Alcoa plan to expand the mine
within the agreed area, then it will not be required to
complete an environment effects statement as is
sometimes required for significant mining
developments. Nevertheless, all the normal
requirements for mine extension or expansion under
MRSDA will now be applied for the first time so that
any significant additional environmental impacts are
mitigated.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — As the
minister has said, they have attempted to import the
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process from another act into this bill rather than simply
make the company comply with the Mineral Resources
(Sustainable Development) Act 1990. That leads to a
number of interesting little sections. For example, in
relation to clause 21D, the minister who is normally
responsible for the Environment Effects Act 1978, but
who in this situation is not allowed to call for an
environment effects statement, can have regard to a
number of things, including any relevant ministerial
guidelines made under the Environment Effects Act
1978 but only insofar as the guidelines relate to
significant additional environmental impacts that have
been identified as being likely to result because of the
proposed mine extension.
Members will remember there was a definition of
‘significant additional environmental impacts’ earlier
that constrained things somewhat. The guidelines that
that minister usually deals with are 36-pages long and
include a hell of a lot of things. They will now only
include those things that the government and Alcoa
have agreed to put into this bill.
The minister has a further objective though, and it is a
doozy. It is the objective of minimising any significant
additional environmental impacts of the proposed mine
extension in the context of enabling coal extraction.
Unlike the minister’s role under the Environment
Effects Act 1978, there is no actual option to refuse.
There can be minimisation, but coalmining would go
ahead. There is a further objective that the minister
must consider in this bill in clause 21D(7)(c), and that
is:
the objective of limiting consultation on the EIMR —

that is, the environmental impact and management report —
to sections of the public that have a material and established
interest in the significant additional environmental impacts
that have been identified as being likely to result from the
proposed mine extension …

When it comes to environmental impacts and who gets
standing to participate or have a say on a government
decision, the law of standing has been pretty well
established. It does not stop governments from trying to
knock people out on the basis of standing anymore, but
it is well established in case law. What the government
is doing in relation to this is having its own crack at
defining who might have standing — that is, sections of
the public which have a material and established
interest in the significant additional environmental
impacts that have been identified as being likely to
result from a proposed mine extension.
The significant additional environmental impacts in the
earlier definition did not include the emissions of
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greenhouse gases, so if your interest in this matter
concerns the huge amount of greenhouse gases that will
be emitted as a result of mining and burning coal, then
this new clause attempts to knock you out. It also says
you have to have a material and established interest.
There are two definitions of ‘material’ in that copy of
Macquarie Dictionary right next to the minister’s left
hand. One is material in the sense of large enough to be
important and the other is material in the sense of
materialistic — a physical or financial benefit — so we
need to ask some questions about exactly who is in and
who is out as a result of this new clause.
It is a great comfort that projects such as the north–
south pipeline were considered under the Environment
Effects Act 1978 because that does not have these types
of restrictive provisions in it. We would have all been
screaming if the previous government had tried to
amend the Environment Effects Act 1978 in this way in
relation to that proposal or any other, but in the case of
this legislation we have yet another example of a
special deal for Alcoa. I therefore ask the minister: in
relation to a material and established interest, does an
Anglesea family with an asthmatic child qualify for this
privilege of being consulted?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — Clause 21D in its various parts sets out a
process by which approval for the extension of the mine
is sought. I am quickly trying to thumb through those
particular parts of clause 21D to see whether part of that
consultation process would involve notification of
members of the local community. I am going to check
that particular provision. As part of the work plan for an
extension to the mine there needs to be a consultation
plan approved by the minister. As such, it would be up
to the minister whether that consultation plan, as
proposed by the proponents of the mine extension,
includes the general public.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I am not
talking about what conditions might be put on the
company in its consultation process; I am talking about
clause 21D(7), which says:
If an EIMR is required —

that is, required by the minister responsible for this act
after considering the advice of the minister
administering the Environment Effects Act 1978 in
relation to an earlier clause —
the Minister administering the Environment Effects Act …
must promptly specify the scope for the EIMR …

One of the objectives that minister must consider in
deciding the scope is clause 21D(7)(c), which states:
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the objective of limiting consultation on the EIMR to sections
of the public that have a material and established interest …

The bill as much as says that the minister must — it
does not say must but it is pretty clear that minister is
going to — limit the scope of the EIMR and
consultation on it to sections of the public who have a
material and established interest. If this was being done
under the Environment Effects Act 1978 and there was
any question over standing, we would be back to the
case law. Standing has always been argued about, but
standing in Australia on environmental matters is fairly
wide.
I would have no problem gaining standing in respect of
the Environment Effects Act 1978 or another matter
that was being appealed to the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal. Senator Brown got standing in
his case of Brown v. Forestry Tasmania. I have no
doubt that the Geelong Environment Council or even a
newly-arrived-on-the-scene group like Anglesea Air
Action would get standing, but here the standing is
being limited to a material and established interest in
the extension of the mining and the significant
additional impacts which were listed in the definition.
There is nothing in there about greenhouse gases. There
is something kind of vague in there about amenity.
Hopefully that applies to air pollution. Therefore I am
urgently seeking clarification as to what sections of the
public are likely to have a material and established
interest in relation to the extension of the mine.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — In pondering this question one might
therefore think about who are those persons and
sections of the public who have a material and
established interest in the significant additional
environmental impacts that have been identified. The
minister of the day would have to make a judgement
about whether a person who lives in my electorate in
Gippsland might have a material and established
interest as opposed to somebody who lives locally in
Anglesea with its significant additional environmental
impacts, so it is a question of judgement.
I cannot answer Mr Barber’s specific question about an
extension to a mining operation. It would be dependent
upon the nature and size of that extension and whether
the minister of the day, a current or future minister,
would have to make that judgement about who would
come under those particular provisions of clause 7(3) in
this agreement. I can only answer in this way — that is,
that at any one point in time the minister of the day
would need to make a judgement on who has an
established and material impact given the nature of the
proposed extension.
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Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) —
Clause 21D(9) of proposed schedule 2, which is headed
‘Amendment Agreement’, removes any possibility of a
public hearing being held. Despite references to the
Environment Effects Act 1978 throughout this section,
it is nothing like that act. Generally speaking procedural
fairness, including the right to be heard, is seen as a
defendable common-law right. It is pretty clear that the
government here is legislating away that right. When it
comes to the impacts of mining we know that one of
the reasons there are such high levels of particulates —
particularly those dangerous particulates, the
2.5 microgram and smaller particulates — is that we
have not only a coal-fired power station but a mine
right next to it, and those fine dust particles come from
both sources. You would hope that someone who was
breathing that dust would have standing to have some
role in this particular assessment. They will not be
heard publicly.
I think it is extremely unlikely that further downstream
environmental impacts and the more general public
interest could be heard in this process. In environmental
case law there has been, in addition to who has got
standing, a lot of discussion about further and
downstream impacts of proposals.
In the Nathan Dam case, for example, the government
wanted to build a dam, and it wanted to see an
assessment of the environmental impacts on the site of
the dam. The environment groups went in and argued
that the water from the dam was going to be used to
expand cotton irrigation, which was going to put dirt
into the rivers which would wash out to sea and affect
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. The Federal Court
backed the view of the environment groups that you
could not simply look at the immediate on-site localised
impacts of a proposal; you had to look to some extent
downstream, or in this case in the air shed or even
wider. It is pretty clear to me that the government is
setting this up so that only the narrowest set of impacts
upon only the narrowest group of people will be
considered.
Make no mistake, I think aluminium is good stuff. It is
light, easy to work with and very versatile. I support
aluminium and the production of aluminium, but I do
not support the burning of coal to power that
aluminium, and that is why we have spent so much
time trying to understand what it is that the government
intends with this legislation. Despite all the hype, there
has not been any environmental improvement from this
exercise. Rights of citizens, if anything, have been
limited. The government’s thinking has not progressed
over the years from 1961, and the company has had its
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way. Unfortunately shortly there will be a vote where
the Labor and Liberal parties will be lined up on one
side of the chamber, with The Nationals, and the
Greens on the other side.
Clause agreed to; clause 13 agreed to; preamble
agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Report adopted.
Third reading
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I move:
That the bill be now read a third time.

I again thank members for their contributions to the
debate on the bill and their patience while various
interests of members were explored during the
committee stage.
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 36
Atkinson, Mr
Broad, Ms
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Darveniza, Ms
Davis, Mr D.
Davis, Mr P.
Drum, Mr
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Elsbury, Mr
Finn, Mr
Guy, Mr
Hall, Mr
Jennings, Mr
Koch, Mr
Kronberg, Mrs

Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr
Lovell, Ms
Mikakos, Ms (Teller)
O’Brien, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Pakula, Mr
Petrovich, Mrs (Teller)
Peulich, Mrs
Pulford, Ms
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr
Scheffer, Mr
Somyurek, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms

Noes, 3
Barber, Mr
Hartland, Ms (Teller)

Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Pennicuik, Ms (Teller)
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INDEPENDENT BROAD-BASED
ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMISSION
BILL 2011 and VICTORIAN
INSPECTORATE BILL 2011
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 November; motions of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
am pleased to rise to make a contribution to the
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
Bill 2011 and the Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011. I
think it is sensible that we debate these bills cognately
because, frankly, if we dealt with them separately, there
would be very little to talk about.
The opposition will not be opposing the bills. We are
going to seek to amend both bills, but again there is not
much to oppose because what is being presented by the
government is not the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission. It is certainly not the
IBAC that was promised — the one that was going to
be up and running on 1 July 2011, fully functional and
fully operational.
It is not even the legislation that will give form and
substance to IBAC. It is merely a piece of shell
legislation — in fact, two pieces of shell legislation —
that was rushed out during the last sitting week in the
lower house in a failed attempt to draw attention away
from the Office of Police Integrity report, Crossing the
Line. Rather than a fully formed piece of legislation that
outlines the powers of the commission, outlines a
definition of corruption and outlines a start date for
IBAC, what we have is a piece of legislation that
simply creates a shell to give the impression that the
government has met its second commitment, which was
to have legislation in the Parliament before the end of
this sitting year.
The first commitment has already gone by the
wayside — the one about having an IBAC up and
running by 1 July. The former government, in the last
term, said over and over again that the Liberal Party’s
commitment to have an IBAC up and running by 1 July
was a commitment it could never adhere to. The then
Leader of the Opposition, Mr Baillieu, and the member
for Kew in the Assembly, Mr McIntosh, time and again
accused the Brumby government of being deceptive
and of telling untruths about the then opposition’s
policy, and insisted that the coalition would indeed
have an IBAC up and running by 1 July. The Labor
Party always said it was not doable. The Labor Party
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always said the Liberal Party had grossly
underestimated the complexity of doing it. But during
the election campaign the Liberal Party chose not only
to ignore but also to dispute the contentions of the then
government. The Victorian community has been
expecting to have an IBAC for the last five months, but
it now looks like it will not get one for many months to
come.
Having said that, the bill is not opposed. We are
seeking to amend it. There are gaping holes in the bill.
There are delays which continue to hinder the creation
of IBAC. There are examples accruing by the day
which demonstrate why an IBAC is needed sooner
rather than later. A further example was brought to the
public’s attention today, with the dodging, weaving and
prevarication from the Minister for Environment and
Climate Change during question time in the Assembly
when he was asked simple questions about whether he
was in the cabinet room when a $50 million grant was
made to a company that he holds shares in. Two and a
half hours went by before a carefully crafted, carefully
worded statement was put out by the government that
said the minister is not on the cabinet committee which
dealt with that particular issue, ignoring the fact that
decisions of cabinet committees are always returned to
the cabinet for endorsement.
Still we have no answer on whether the minister who
holds shares in a company that received a $50 million
grant from the government was in the room when
cabinet made that decision, or on whether he declared a
conflict and removed himself from the cabinet room.
Instead of a straight answer to those questions what we
had was 21⁄2 hours of silence followed by a very
carefully worded statement put out by central casting. It
is the same pattern we have had over and over again
when ministers of this government have been presented
with difficult questions.
The government has had a year now to get this
legislation right, and not just a year, because that is just
the time members opposite have had in office. They
have also had all those months and months before they
were elected when they were supposedly developing
their IBAC policy, and when, we were led to believe,
they were developing the legislation. There has been at
least a year, more like two years, during which those
opposite have had the opportunity to develop a fully
formed piece of legislation to bring to this Parliament,
complete with all the detail and information that would
be necessary to actually start up the Independent
Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission.
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If you look at the state budget, which allocated
$85 million over five years for IBAC, it said, in budget
paper 3 at page 67:
The government is committed to fighting corruption across
the public sector in Victoria and raising transparency to the
highest standard and accountability.

I am not going to use this opportunity to go over yet
again my arguments about the way in which this
government, rather than improving transparency, has
shut it down at every turn. I have been over those
before, but I will provide the house with some of the
highlights.
We have seen the centralisation of freedom of
information decision making in the office of the
Premier, with the review of FOI decisions undertaken
not by an independent departmental officer but by the
Premier’s chief of staff. When Don Coulson makes an
FOI decision and someone objects to it, the person who
reviews that decision is Michael Kapel, the Premier’s
chief of staff. We have seen the refusal of the Deputy
Premier to answer questions about his discussions with
Mr Tilley, the member for Benambra in the other place,
in relation to the Office of Police Integrity report. We
have seen the failure of the government to bring
forward its government advertising review panel bill
and the failure of the government to bring forward its
FOI commissioner bill. There are dozens and dozens of
examples.
Just today I received more answers to questions on
notice from the government. Specific questions were
directed to specific ministers about the issuing of
transport tickets, the issuing of parking spaces and the
number of departmental officers working in their
offices. The answer I received was, ‘You will get a
whole-of-government response’. Last week I raised this
with the Leader of the Government and asked, ‘Where
are the whole-of-government responses?’. Still no
appearance, Your Worship. This is a government that in
the budget said it was ‘committed to raising
transparency to the highest standard and
accountability’.
Again, in this legislation not one of the primary
functions of the Independent, Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission is created. There is no
capacity to investigate corruption provided by this bill.
There is no definition of corruption and no definition of
corrupt conduct. It is a bill which falls a long way short
of meeting the Premier’s election commitments. At best
it is a start, but it is a start that fundamentally fails to
deliver on very significant election commitments. Some
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would say they are the most significant commitments
made by Mr Baillieu when he was in opposition.
We are still waiting for the ministerial code of conduct.
We are still waiting for any form of codified powers of
investigation. We are still waiting to see a clear
jurisdiction for IBAC and for the inspectorate. In the
form in which they have been created in this bill none
of the checks, balances or accountabilities promised by
the government have been created.
We have seen ongoing campaigns by people connected
with this government that have had the effect of eroding
confidence in incredibly significant public offices in the
state — the office of the Chief Commissioner of Police,
the office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP).
These are not trifling matters; these are incredibly
serious matters, particularly for a government that
prides itself on making law and order and community
safety amongst its highest priorities.
Given the diminution of confidence in those offices,
given the undermining of the DPP, given the
undermining of the chief commissioner and given the
refusal of ministers to answer simple questions that
would lend more transparency to what they do and
provide more accountability as the government
promised it would, it is more important than ever that
this IBAC has clear powers and is up and running if not
by 1 July, because that time has now passed, then
within six months of that date, which I think most
people would have expected and which would be a
reasonable target for this government to aim for. But
given that we have only a shell of a bill before the
Parliament today the government will not achieve that
date either. We certainly will not have an independent,
broadbased anticorruption commission by 1 January.
Will it be up and running by 1 July 2012? We do not
know yet, but on current form it looks highly unlikely.
Ms Hennessy, the member for Altona in the other
place, spent a great deal of time going through the
mechanics of the bill and all the things that the bill
does. Given the hour and given the fact that as I
understand it the Leader of the Government will require
us to remain here until debate on this bill is concluded, I
think, Acting President, you may agree with me that it
would be productive for the house if I did not go
through all that detail again.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
Far be it from me to take a position on this from the
Chair, but I would not argue with the member.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — As I said, Ms Hennessy
went to the detail of the question of IBAC’s powers,
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functions and roles. Whilst it is true that the objects of
the bill refer to the investigation and exposure of
‘corrupt conduct’, the bill does not give us any insight
into the promised powers of investigation. The
government says that those powers will be set out in
bills that will be introduced in the remainder of 2011. I
do not know whether that will be tomorrow or in the
next sitting week, but clearly the Parliament will not get
a chance to debate or pass those bills before the end of
the parliamentary sitting for 2011.
The bill does confer a general power upon IBAC to do
all things that are necessary or convenient to be done in
order to achieve the objects of the bill and the
performance of its duties and functions. Again they are
incredibly general powers. Frankly, how they will
ultimately be used is anybody’s guess and I am not
going to hazard a guess, but as it currently stands, even
if this bill passes tonight, the focus of IBAC until we
see more detail is going to be confined to educative and
preventive activities rather than any enforcement of
anticorruption activities.
I want to spend a bit of time talking about the
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
Committee. IBAC is not subject to the control or
direction of the minister, but as the bill currently reads
the first IBAC Commissioner is able to be appointed
without the requirement for consultation with the IBAC
joint house committee. This is a very important point
that goes to the substance of the opposition’s
amendment in regard to IBAC.
There was a very clear commitment made by the now
government in the lead-up to the last election that there
would be a joint house committee that would in effect
have the power to oversee or veto the appointment of
the IBAC Commissioner. This first Commissioner will
be appointed for five years, so for the life of this
Parliament and halfway into the next one, the
government has given itself a get out. On the
appointment of the first IBAC Commissioner the
government says, ‘We didn’t mean for that provision to
apply to the first Commissioner. We will appoint the
first Commissioner. We will consult with the Leader of
the Opposition’.
I know what that means: 15 minutes before an
announcement is made the Leader of the Opposition
will get a call telling him who the appointment is. That
will be the consultation. It is not as if the Leader of the
Opposition will have any real say or any real input; it
will be a courtesy call just before the Premier and the
Minister responsible for the establishment of an
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anti-corruption commission, Minister McIntosh, front
the media to make their announcement.
In its current form the bill gives the IBAC Committee a
veto power on the second and subsequent appointments
of the Commissioner. That is as it ought to be for the
first Commissioner and that is what was promised by
the government for the appointment of all
commissioners — not for the appointment of the
second and subsequent commissioners, but for the
appointment of all IBAC commissioners. Whilst we
will go through the amendment in more detail when we
get to the committee stage, that is the substance of our
amendment. The substance of our amendment is: what
is good for the second and subsequent commissioner
ought to be good for the first commissioner.
It is not as if there is a hurry. There is no structure in
place, there are no powers defined and there is no
definition of corruption. It is not as if the government
can argue that it needs to appoint someone in a hurry
and that there will be no opportunity for the committee
to meet because this has to be done now or tomorrow.
The fact is that none of the real apparatus of this
commission is being put in place by this bill. All that is
being created by this bill is a shell, and so there is no
reason whatsoever why the government cannot apply to
this appointment exactly the same rules that it will
apply to the second and subsequent appointments.
I could go on and on. Again the structure of IBAC was
covered in detail by the member for Altona in the other
place, and given that there are going to be a range of
questions raised during the committee stage along with
an amendment that will be moved by me and which no
doubt will also be the subject of debate, I will take this
opportunity to move on briefly to the Victorian
Inspectorate Bill 2011, which is the other element of
this cognate debate.
Before I leave discussion of the IBAC bill itself, I wish
to say that this bill really does nothing more than create
a statutory framework for a body that can undertake
some educative work and potentially some prevention
activities. It can do no more than that. Given the delays
we have seen in the year that the government has had
and given that the government had a commitment to
have not just a bill introduced but the commission fully
functioning and up and running by 1 July, it was the
expectation of the opposition that when the bill finally
came to the Parliament we would see more detail and
more grunt than we have in fact seen.
Mrs Peulich interjected.
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Hon. M. P. PAKULA — Mrs Peulich, that is my
point. Why do we have a piece of legislation that is just
a framework? Why do we not have the bill that has the
detail? Why even bring to the Parliament a piece of
legislation that only provides a framework? This
framework could easily have been included in the bill
that is still to come, which actually fills in the colour,
which actually provides us with the definitions and
which provides the inspectorate with its powers. I will
tell the house why. It is because a couple of sitting
weeks ago the government wanted to create the illusion
of action on an IBAC Committee to deflect attention
from other matters before the Parliament, including the
Office of Police Integrity report.
Mr O’Brien interjected.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — Mr O’Brien from The
Nationals clearly believes the resignation of the
Parliamentary Secretary for Police and Emergency
Services, Bill Tilley, a member of the Liberal Party, is
nothing. I reckon that some of Mr O’Brien’s coalition
colleagues have a slightly different view from his view
that it is nothing.
Mr O’Brien interjected.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
It would be most helpful to the Chair and to the house if
Mr O’Brien were to cease interjecting. It would also be
most helpful to the house if Mr Pakula did not take up
interjections, which are most unruly.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — As you know, Acting
President, it is always my intention to avoid responding
to interjections where I can, no matter where they come
from. I am just making the point that some persons
might want to apprise the member for Benambra of the
views of his colleagues.
I move on to the Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011.
Again, we are not opposing this bill, but we are going
to move an amendment that is almost identical to the
one we will move with regard to the IBAC legislation.
The appointment process for the inaugural inspector is
different to the appointment process for the second and
subsequent inspectors, and again we see no reason for
that. We see no justification for the fact that the
Inspector should be appointed by the government and
the government alone, when there is a separate process
put in place for the appointment of subsequent
inspectors. We will be moving that amendment during
the committee stage, and I imagine that it will be a
complex committee stage given that the bills are being
debated cognately.

Tuesday, 22 November 2011

As members are probably aware, this bill establishes
the Victorian Inspectorate, which is about providing
some oversight for IBAC. It is an important oversight
body. You do need someone effectively watching the
watcher, and the inspectorate that is being created as a
consequence of this bill effectively mirrors models that
are operating in New South Wales and Western
Australia. The Inspector will oversee the functions and
operations of IBAC, will be able to look into its internal
policies and procedures and make sure it is adhering to
its enabling legislation, and will generally have a remit
of ensuring that the IBAC staff are conducting
themselves appropriately in terms of the pursuit of
IBAC’s overall objectives. Again, it is an important
accountability step.
Of their nature, anticorruption commissions can be like
any other statutory authority to the extent that they have
a budget, they have a remit and they are populated by
human beings; nobody is infallible — even those
people who work for an organisation such as an
anticorruption commission. Having an inspector with
an oversight role can ensure that those very significant
powers, which I have no doubt will ultimately be
provided to IBAC when we get the detail, should not be
abused. People’s reputations and careers are on the line
and sometimes people’s liberty might be on the line. To
have an inspectorate that ensures that those very
significant powers are not overstepped and are not
abused is an important part of the overall accountability
framework.
The inspectorate will be led by the Inspector, an
independent officer of the Parliament not subject to
ministerial control. You have to have someone eligible
to be appointed as a judge, a person who has not
previously held a senior role within IBAC. Importantly,
unlike the IBAC Commissioner, the Inspector can be
reappointed for a second term. That may well help in
terms of providing some continuity of oversight
regardless of which individual is in the chair as the
IBAC Commissioner, but, as I have indicated, in
relation to the first appointment the only obligation on
the government is to consult with the Leader of the
Opposition. I fully expect that consultation will take the
form of a phone call just before the Premier is about to
make an announcement about who the Inspector will
be. Again, we do not know when that will be. We do
not know when more detail or more legislation will be
provided, but hopefully it is not too far away.
Mrs Peulich — You did not ask for a briefing.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — Mrs Peulich has asked me
whether I have had a briefing on it. The shadow

INDEPENDENT BROAD-BASED ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMISSION BILL 2011 and VICTORIAN INSPECTORATE BILL
2011
Tuesday, 22 November 2011

COUNCIL

minister, Ms Hennessy, the member for Altona in the
Assembly, has had a briefing.
Mrs Peulich — Why don’t you have a briefing?
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — Mrs Peulich, I get briefed
on those bills — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
I say to Mrs Peulich, Mr Pakula and Mr O’Brien that it
would be very helpful to the chamber if we kept our
conversations to a minimum, and if a conversation
needs to be had, please have it outside the chamber.
Mr Pakula can continue with his contribution
unassisted.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — Through you, Acting
President, let me say that I get briefed on lots of bills, as
I am sure Mrs Peulich knows. No-one has introduced
more bills to this Parliament than the Attorney-General,
and in my capacity as shadow Attorney-General and
shadow Minister for Gaming I have attended many bill
briefings with officials from the Department of Justice.
Ms Hennessy, as the shadow minister for the
anticorruption commission, was provided with a
departmental briefing on this bill. Mrs Peulich says
Ms Hennessy offered me a briefing. I have had many
discussions with Ms Hennessy about this, and I can tell
Mrs Peulich that Ms Hennessy was provided with no
more detail at the briefing than the detail that I am
providing to the house today.
The government has not been able to give the
opposition an indication of when the legislation that
colours in this black-and-white drawing — that
provides the definitions, powers, limitations on powers
or any of that other detail — will be brought to the
Parliament. It is not a question of whether someone
goes to a briefing, it is about whether the government is
ready to give us the answers, and so far it is not.
Mr Leane — It would have been a very brief
briefing.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — Indeed, Mr Leane, it
would have been. Yet again, the legislation says the
appointment of a second or subsequent Inspector —
and members should remember that the first Inspector
can be reappointed, so we might be talking about
10 years from now or even later — will be subject to
veto by the IBAC joint house committee. Again, there
is no pressing urgency; it is not as if the Inspector has to
be appointed tomorrow. If it is good enough for a
second or subsequent Inspector to be the subject of a
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veto power by the IBAC Committee and to encumber a
future government with that obligation, why is the
government not prepared to encumber itself in the same
way? Why is the coalition trying to weasel out of its
commitment that this would not just be an appointment
at the government’s fiat?
Now that the legislation has been brought before the
Parliament we have a situation where the government
says, ‘We will give to ourselves the absolute authority
to appoint the IBAC Commissioner and the Inspector
without any oversight or veto from the parliamentary
committee, but when future governments have to make
appointments they will be subject to a standard that we
are not prepared to apply to ourselves’. That is what the
government is effectively doing with the way it has
structured the bill, and that is what the opposition will
seek to rectify when we move our amendments in the
committee stage.
In conclusion, the amendments we will seek to move
are important. For the community to have confidence in
IBAC and the Inspector, they need to be assured that
the process, the Commissioner and the Inspector will be
rigorously independent. They will have that confidence
if the government agrees to amendments that say the
government should apply the same test, rules and
standards to the appointment of the first Commissioner
and Inspector as it proposes to apply to those who will
be appointed 5 or 10 years from now. If the government
is not prepared to apply that test and provide these
officers with the same level of independence —
engendering the same level of public confidence in
them through the application of an unimpeachable
process — the public is entitled to ask why and to draw
its own conclusions.
Given all the secrecy we have seen and the
government’s failure to implement the transparency and
accountability agenda it made so much of when in
opposition — whether it is about freedom of
information, government advertising, the government’s
refusal to answer questions in Parliament or outside
Parliament, or the government’s practice of dodging
and weaving around important issues of probity and
accountability until it has had time to sit down with its
spin doctors and craft statements where the words are
chosen very carefully — the public is entitled to ask
why neither the Commissioner nor the Inspector will be
provided with the level of independence the coalition
promised before the election and to ask what the
government has to hide.
We will not oppose these bills, but if the government
wants these authorities to have the level of public
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confidence they deserve, it must support the
opposition’s amendments.

system — although from the bill in front of us we are
not quite sure.

Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — The
Greens’ first ever motion in general business in the
Parliament of Victoria was moved on 22 August 2007.
It was a motion moved by Mr Barber calling on the
Attorney-General to refer the establishment of an
anticorruption commission to the Victorian Law
Reform Commission. That motion was supported by
the coalition and subsequently adopted as policy. It was
opposed by the previous government, which for two
more years continued to resist calls from both the
Parliament and the community for the establishment of
an independent commission against corruption.

Under the New South Wales system the Independent
Commission Against Corruption was established in
1989 and there was no Police Integrity Commission,
but seven or eight years later the Police Integrity
Commission was established in New South Wales. As I
have mentioned in this house many times before, the
two organisations exist together. I suggest that the New
South Wales government found that that was a better
model. Initially the Independent Commission Against
Corruption operated without a Police Integrity
Commission, and then one was established later.

When faced with the possible establishment by
Mr David Davis of a Legislative Council select
committee the government suddenly decided to set up
its own inquiry. In November 2009 it requested that the
public sector standards commissioner, Mr Peter Allen,
and special commissioner, Ms Elizabeth Proust, review
the efficiency and effectiveness of Victoria’s integrity
and anticorruption system, including the
Auditor-General, the Local Government Investigations
and Compliance Inspectorate, the Office of Police
Integrity, the Ombudsman and Victoria Police. That
report was tabled on 31 May 2010.
Unsurprisingly the Proust review found that there were
gaps in the existing system and that it needed to operate
as a more collective and cohesive system. The Proust
review recommended that the rights of people involved
in investigations, both members of the public and
officials, be explicitly enshrined in legislation. That
goes to a point made by Mr Pakula — that is, that when
we are setting up standing commissions of inquiry we
need to be careful that people’s reputations are not
unnecessarily and unjustly impugned. The Proust
review also recommended that the Local Government
Investigations and Compliance Inspectorate should be
independent of the executive government, but currently
it is not, and it is also very secretive about its operations
and reports.
The Proust review recommended that the Office of
Police Integrity be maintained and that its jurisdiction
be extended to include unsworn officers and to improve
its oversight. That is not the policy of the current
government. However, in its document entitled
Victorian Liberal Nationals Coalition Plan for Integrity
of Government the current government states that an
independent, broadbased anticorruption commission
(IBAC) will be based on the New South Wales

My view of the Proust report is that it contains a lot of
good ideas. It is a very interesting document to read, but
perhaps the proposed model is too siloed and complex.
We have waited a long time to debate the establishment
of IBAC. Today we are engaged in a cognate debate on
the IBAC bill and the Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011.
However, I concur with Mr Pakula’s view that the bills
we have before us are somewhat shallow: there is not
much to them. They have been described as
‘framework bills’ and ‘enabling bills’, but they are
really bills without much substance whatsoever. I have
to concur that a possible reason for that is so the
government is able to say it introduced legislation that
sets up the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission as it said it would, but it is worth noting
that the bill will not actually commence until July 2012,
so the statement is not accurate.
Ms Hennessy, the member for Altona in the other
place, talked a lot about how the government’s promise
was that it would have IBAC up and running by July.
Nobody really expected that to happen, because if you
are going to introduce legislation to establish a
broadbased anticorruption commission plus an
oversight body, fit it within the integrity bodies that
already exist in Victoria and make sure it works with
those bodies and ensure that the powers, functions and
roles are set out correctly, it is not going to be possible
in six months. I was never in the camp that was critical
of the government for taking its time in setting it up and
getting it right. The opposition has made a lot of that,
but it is a bit rich of the opposition to make that point
given that when it was in government it was dragged
kicking and screaming into setting up a review to look
at the anticorruption system in Victoria two years after
we asked the then Attorney-General to do so in August
2007; it was not until November 2009 that that
happened.
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I am not in the camp that says we needed to rush this
legislation. I am disappointed to see that we have a bill
before us that really does nothing. As the Law Institute
of Victoria wrote in its letter to the Minister
responsible for the establishment of an anti-corruption
commission, it would have been preferable to see the
whole package. It is a bit difficult for us to judge this
bill in terms of — —
Business interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I move:
That the sitting be extended.

House divided on motion:
Ayes, 20
Atkinson, Mr
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms (Teller)
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr D.
Davis, Mr P.
Drum, Mr
Elsbury, Mr
Finn, Mr
Guy, Mr

Hall, Mr
Koch, Mr
Lovell, Ms
O’Brien, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr (Teller)
Petrovich, Mrs
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr

Noes, 18
Barber, Mr
Broad, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Hartland, Ms (Teller)
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr
Mikakos, Ms

Pakula, Mr
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Scheffer, Mr
Somyurek, Mr (Teller)
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms
Viney, Mr

Kronberg, Mrs

Darveniza, Ms

Pair
Motion agreed to.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — Alas,
Acting President, I am still going. We have just
extended the sitting so that we can deal with these two
bills in a cognate debate. We opposed the extending of
the sitting because there is nothing urgent about the
bills we have in front of us now. The bills will not
commence until July 2012, or that is the date they will
commence if they are not proclaimed beforehand.
There is no rush; they do not have to be proclaimed by
31 December. There is no reason why we should
extend the sitting of this house unless there is an urgent
reason to do so. There is no urgent reason in front of us
now. The bills are not substantial bills. They are just
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bills with a shell around them and nothing inside. They
are non-bills.
However, there are still questions to be raised about the
bills. We raised the issue about the establishment of an
anticorruption commission several times during the last
Parliament. For example, on 5 December 2007 I raised
it in debate on the motion on police corruption which
followed the annual report of the Ombudsman, who
was at the same time director, police integrity, at the
OPI (Office of Police Integrity). He stated that there
was a picture emerging of corruption in Victoria Police
which involved relationships between police and
criminals. I pointed out then that the OPI had no
jurisdiction beyond sworn police and that that needed to
be amended.
I also raised the issue of the establishment of an
independent commission against corruption on the
debate on the Police Integrity Bill 2008 in May and
June 2008 and on the Major Crime (Investigative
Powers) Bill of October 2008. I raised the issue when I
was speaking on my own motion about political
donations, particularly from property developers, and
my request on 25 November 2009 that both major
parties desist from accepting them. I also raised it in
response to Mr Dalla-Riva’s motion regarding
documents about the OPI’s prosecution or failure to
prosecute a former deputy commissioner of police on
24 March 2010, at which time the opposition — now
the government — seems to have gained its mystifying
animosity towards the OPI, which persists to this day.
Turning to the bill, Mr Pakula mentioned that
Ms Hennessy had gone into the provisions in the bill.
As we have said, they are rather light on, but they are
worth going through. Mrs Peulich said it is a
framework. As I mentioned earlier, I think we should
have had the whole package before us. I do not see why
we have a framework. Clause 3 of the bill contains the
definitions of the bill, but as Mr Pakula pointed out,
there is no definition of corruption in the definition
section in the bill. There is also no definition of corrupt
conduct. I note that the Liberal Party’s document has a
definition of corruption, which it could have included in
the bill.
It is interesting that the other crime and misconduct
commissions — for example, the Crime and
Misconduct Commission in Queensland, the
Independent Commission Against Corruption in New
South Wales and the Corruption and Crime
Commission in Western Australia — have extensive
definitions of corruption. In fact the definition in the
ICAC goes to about two pages, as to what corruption is.
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My point is that clause 4 provides the objects of this
bill, which are to prevent corrupt conduct and to
prevent corruption. I am not sure how the provisions of
that clause could actually be implemented without the
definition of what corruption or corrupt conduct can be.
In effect this bill cannot operate because it cannot
prevent something or educate the public service about it
if it is not defined.
Clause 4 says that one of the objects of the commission
is to educate the public service and the community on
the prevention and detrimental effects of corrupt
conduct. I wonder how that is going to cross over with
the current role of the public service commissioner,
which is in fact the same thing: to educate the public
service about corruption and how to avoid it. The other
missing definition in the definitions clause, clause 3, is
a definition of misconduct. We are not quite sure
whether this commission, even though it is called
‘broadbased’, is actually going to look at misconduct as
well as corruption. That is an important question that
the government needs to answer.
Clause 9, which outlines the functions of the
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission,
should be one of the most important provisions in the
bill, and presumably it will be amended when the more
substantial bill is introduced. For now it says:
The IBAC has the functions conferred on the IBAC under
this Act or any other Act.

The clause then lists IBAC’s preventive and
educational functions. All anticorruption commissions
have those preventive and educative functions. They
are essential functions of such a body; however, it is
unclear how they can be carried out given the way this
bill is structured.
According to the bill IBAC is independent of the
minister and reports directly to Parliament, and the
Commissioner will be an independent officer of the
Parliament, which is crucial. Mr Pakula proposes to
move some amendments that will address clause 15,
which deals with the appointment of the Commissioner.
In the first instance that appointment will be by the
Governor in Council on the recommendation of the
minister. My question about that is: how will a
commissioner appointed by the Governor in Council on
the recommendation of the minister be, both actually
and in perception, independent of the executive
government?
Earlier this year I moved a motion in the Parliament for
the establishment of an independent commissioner for
public appointments as exists in the United Kingdom. I
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suggest that Victoria could lead the way in this regard
and that appointments such as the IBAC
Commissioner, the Inspector, the Chief Commissioner
of Police and the heads of major statutory authorities
could be appointed by this commission, which is what
happens in the UK. That would keep the appointments
completely at arms-length from government. If the
minister recommends who should be appointed, and if
that person is appointed by the Governor in Council,
that is not independent of the executive.
On the oversight and veto function of the parliamentary
committee, I will be asking the minister in the
committee stage what will be the make-up of the
oversight committee. The committees around the
country differ. The New South Wales oversight
committee, for example, is made up of six
Liberal-Nationals members, three ALP members and a
Christian Democrat, so it is a government-controlled
committee. The Queensland Crime and Misconduct
Commission oversight committee has four ALP
members, two Liberal-National members and one
Independent member, so it also is a
government-controlled committee. In Western
Australia the Corruption and Crime Commission
oversight committee is an evenly balanced committee,
with two Liberal and two ALP members. The
Tasmanian Integrity Commission oversight committee
has two ALP members, one Greens member, two
Liberals and one Independent, so again it is a balanced
committee.
This is an important issue that the government should
turn its mind to. Obviously this bill provides the
structure that allows the committee to be set up under
the Parliamentary Committees Act 2003, but who is
going to be on the committee is an important matter.
Clauses 14 and 15, to take an example, refer to the
appointment of the Commissioner and the role of the
oversight committee, including a veto, in that process.
If the committee is government controlled, it is unlikely
to veto a recommendation by the minister. That is why I
go back to what should happen — that Victoria should
modernise its system and enhance the integrity system
it is trying to set up.
Victoria is trying to set up an enhanced integrity system
to improve upon what currently exists, which needs
improving upon. We all agree on that; it was outlined in
the Proust report, and I have mentioned it many times
in the Parliament, as has Mr Barber. We need to
improve the system, as I say, and one of the ways to
improve it would be to remove the responsibility of
appointing these types of independent officers and
statutory authority heads et cetera from the government
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of the day and have them appointed by an independent
commission. It has worked well in the UK, it is
something that can work well in a Westminster system
such as we have and it is something we should adopt. I
urge the government, before it brings back further
legislation, to rethink the way in which the
Commissioner, the Inspector and other major
office-holders in the state are appointed.
The bill also provides that IBAC will report directly to
Parliament on an annual basis; it will be required to do
that. As it wishes it can also table other reports on
particular issues. The opposition proposes to move
amendments to clause 15 of the bill which, if we are
going to go down the road of the appointment process
outlined by the bill — including a veto power of the
committee — would provide that the veto power
applies from the first appointment.
In a practical sense that would not be difficult to
achieve. The way to achieve that would be to ensure
that the first thing to be set up would be the
parliamentary committee. That could be done with
passing of this bill, because clauses 39 and 40 in
division 2 of the bill allow for the establishment of the
joint house committee. That could be done straightaway
so that the opposition’s amendments could easily be
accommodated. That certainly would be an
improvement on the model currently proposed,
according to which the first Commissioner would be
appointed by the Governor in Council on the
recommendation of the minister. As I said, that is not
independent of executive government in any way,
shape or form.
It is really important if we are setting up the
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
that it is and is seen to be independent of the
government of the day. I think these are seminal issues
that probably have not been thought through enough.
The bill sets up the terms of the roles of Commissioner
and deputy commissioners. The Law Institute of
Victoria has written to the government suggesting that
the positions do not expire at the same time. The
Inspector could be appointed for a non-renewable term
of seven years instead of five years so that he would
continue on past the time of the first Commissioner. It
would allow someone to have some experience in the
role, and when the second Commissioner commences
the five-year term there would be an Inspector already
in place. That could expire two years into the term of
the next Commissioner et cetera, so there would be an
overlap, which would be a good thing.
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There are some other issues that I would like to raise,
such as the openness and transparency of the
consultation process and the drafting process for IBAC,
which has basically been non-existent; it has not been
open and transparent. There was a consultation process
conducted by the Honourable Stephen Charles, QC,
which was done in secret. I am at a loss to understand
why that was, because the structure, functions and
powers of integrity commissions across the country are
well known and there should be public input into the
process we are going through in Victoria. It is
disappointing that the government has been going
through this process for the last 12 months in secret and
it has now just popped out this bill in the second-last
week of this parliamentary sitting. I suggest that the
establishment of IBAC should be totally open and
transparent.
I am not sure whether we will see follow-up legislation
this year or early next year, but whenever it happens I
suggest that the government should allow the public
sufficient time to consider any further bill that outlines
the functions, the scope, the jurisdiction and particularly
the powers of IBAC and that it does not try to rush it
through, particularly this year; it is too important for
that. As I said before, I am not in the camp that says this
has to be rushed through. I have not criticised the
government for not having the bill before us now. I
would rather see the bill presented with the details
about the powers — and the coercive powers in the bill
are the important parts of the anticorruption
commission. The public as well as members of
Parliament should be given enough time to scrutinise
and digest it, because it is important to get it right in the
first place. I do not think you can do that by rushing
things through.
I mentioned in the debate we had on the Office of
Police Integrity report, Crossing the Line, that I thought
the private meeting between the minister responsible
for IBAC and Sir Ken Jones, as outlined in the report,
was questionable. I think it was unwise and
disappointing. Again, unfortunately it undermined the
process of setting up an IBAC to have a minister
approach somebody in such a way. I think, as I
mentioned earlier in my contribution, appointments to
these types of roles should be completely open and
transparent. That was disappointing, and it is ironic that
we are talking here about setting up the Independent
Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission when its
establishment has been surrounded by secrecy and
private meetings. It is contrary to what should be
happening with its establishment. I am really at a loss to
understand why the government is being so secretive,
and I encourage it to publish the report of the Charles
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inquiry and any other documentation on its website so
the public of Victoria can have a look at what it is
proposing.
The government says in its document Victorian Liberal
Nationals Coalition Plan for Integrity of Government
that any member of the public will be able to raise
issues with IBAC, so they should be familiar with the
process for its establishment and how it will work
et cetera. In the document, and I have to rely on this
document because the bill does not give me any detail,
the government says IBAC will be a one-stop shop,
fighting corruption across the entire public sector’.
Again, it does not mention misconduct; that is missing.
It says it will include local government, the judiciary,
the police, ministers and members of Parliament and
their staff, and I hope the government will address the
issue of its staff. Will it include ministerial advisers and
chiefs of staff, for example? It also says it will include
public servants. I raise the issue again of whether and
how the educative process will cross over with the
public service commissioner.
On page 8 of the document it states:
To protect Victoria’s other integrity bodies a
Liberal-Nationals coalition government will:
establish a joint standing committee of the Parliament
dedicated to the Ombudsman, the privacy
commissioner, the commissioner for law enforcement
data security and the Liberal Nationals coalition’s
proposed FOI commissioner.

They are also parts of the integrity system that need to
be enhanced. We have not seen the freedom of
information commissioner, and we have not seen the
joint committee to oversee the Ombudsman, the
privacy commissioner or the commissioner for law
enforcement data security either. In the last Parliament I
moved that there be a committee to oversee the Office
of Police Integrity and also that the Electoral Matters
Committee oversee the electoral commissioner; none of
those things has happened either. The document also
states that the coalition will:
ensure that the Auditor-General has the right to report to
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee at any time of its
choosing.

That is also a good recommendation, but it is yet to be
seen.
If we are looking at integrity and misconduct and
making sure the public has faith in the police, another
outstanding issue is the establishment of an independent
investigation into deaths associated with police contact
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as recommended by the Office of Policy Integrity this
year and as moved by me in the previous Parliament.
The current situation where the ethical standards
department, which is internal to the police, investigates
the circumstances surrounding the death or injury of
people or abuse of their human rights at the hands of
police is not satisfactory. The government should take
the opportunity it has before it now to look at the whole
integrity system.
There are some other questions that the bill raises. If we
look at the parliamentary library’s current issues brief
on the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission Bill 2011, which is an excellent
document — and again, I commend the parliamentary
library for its work — one of the issues that is raised,
which is only covered by the Queensland Crime and
Misconduct Commission, is the issue of witness
protection. That is an issue of great concern in Victoria,
because we already know that certain police witnesses
who were supposedly in the witness protection system
have lost their lives recently. I am not sure whether the
government has looked at that issue, but it certainly
needs looking at in Victoria. The Crime and
Misconduct Commission in Queensland is responsible
for witness protection and operational support, and they
are part of the structure, role and functions of the CMC.
There is still a lot to think about and do in Victoria in
regard to the whole integrity commission.
There was a report in the Herald Sun that IBAC will be
made up of 300 staff and that it has a budget of
$170 million, but a document released earlier by the
government suggests that there is $10 million to set it
up. I do not know whether that $10 million will be
spent to establish the commission in 12 months.
An issue that was raised by the Law Institute of
Victoria in its letter of 14 November to the minister was
the function of IBAC in examining systems and
practices in the public sector. There are concerns that
any power, including the right to enter premises,
examine and copy documents, take witness statements
and consider the appropriateness of specific powers
associated with the examination function, might differ
from those associated with the investigation’s function.
The institute also raised the issue of the merit-based
review and said that it should not be part of any
subsequent legislation.
I turn quickly to the Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011
which establishes the inspectorate and specifies that it is
a corporate body that will operate independently from
the minister. But again there is the same appointment
process involving the Governor in Council making the
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appointment on the basis of the minister’s
recommendation in the first instance. The Victorian
Inspectorate will be also overseen by the parliamentary
committee — I was concerned about that, but it seems
that is the case in other jurisdictions as well — but there
seems to be a slight conflict of interest, because it will
oversee IBAC and the officer that oversees IBAC.
The inspectorate has wide-ranging powers in terms of
investigating complaints made against IBAC. It can
make recommendations to IBAC both in private or in
public. It seems that if the Inspector has a belief that
IBAC has not responded to any recommendations
regarding complaints made to the Inspector, it would
then make those recommendations public. If it is
satisfied that the conduct of any IBAC personnel, who
have been the subject of a complaint, investigation or
other findings, should be subject to further investigative
or enforcement action, the inspectorate can make a
recommendation to Victoria Police, the Director of
Public Prosecutions, the Australian Federal Police or
the Auditor-General. The powers of the inspectorate are
not clear because the IBAC function is not clear. It is
not clear what powers the Inspector will need to
oversee the powers conferred upon IBAC. We still wait
to see that.
There is also the issue of the interaction between the
roles of the Inspector and the public interest monitor.
Hopefully we will know more about that when we see
more substantive bills. The role of the Inspector in
relation to the coercive powers of IBAC is unknown
but it will be extremely important. Again the Law
Institute of Victoria is concerned that presently the
powers of IBAC, the inspectorate and the IBAC
Committee could be interpreted to extend to an
administrative review of the merits of an IBAC
decision. That should not be the case in the interests of
the finality of an IBAC decision.
It is not clear how and when the role of the Inspector
will subsume the role of the special investigations
monitor (SIM). I read the latest SIM report of
4 November regarding the Surveillance Devices Act
1999. That report suggests the bodies that the SIM was
overseeing in relation to surveillance devices had
basically complied with the acts they were meant to
comply with. That is good news.
The important issues include the appointment of the
commissioner and Inspector. I urge the government to
look again at the processes and set up an independent
commission for public appointments. The Greens will
be supporting the proposed amendments that will be put
forward by the opposition.
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Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — It is a great
pleasure to rise to speak on the Independent
Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011
and the Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011 in this cognate
debate. These are both important bills. They establish
Victoria’s first ever anticorruption commission. There
has been a long wait for such a commission to be
established in this state. It is something the coalition
parties have consistently called for for a long time,
including the time before the coalition was in
government and the Greens were in this chamber. I
reject any suggestion of the Greens leading the charge
on this particular issue. Each of the coalition parties
now in government have for a long period called for the
establishment of this important commission.
We are, however, appreciative of the sensible
concession from the Greens that this is important
legislation that should not be rushed. That is why this is
the first stage of this very important cornerstone of the
coalition’s policy to restore integrity and provide an
independent broadbased anticorruption commission.
In relation to the long wait for this bill, since 2004
Labor has effectively refused to bring in such a bill.
That is why I was astounded to hear Mr Pakula’s
closing remark in relation to the inspectorate suggesting
that the government will apply a standard to the
opposition that it is not prepared to apply to itself. This
is an instance of the Labor Party applying no standard
to itself. He also used a classic phrase related to
corruption bodies, ‘Who will watch the watchers?’, or
perhaps it was, ‘Who will guard the guards?’. It
certainly was not the Labor Party for 11 years. It did not
have any guards at all, let alone a guarder of the guards,
a watcher of the watchers or a proper independent
broadbased anticorruption commission such as this
government is bringing in with the introduction of this
bill into this chamber.
I will not use an unparliamentary word like ‘hypocrisy’,
but when a party advocates doing something it refused
to do when in government and then suggests that it be
rushed through in the same way that it rushed through
its failed projects and cost the state billions of dollars,
making a mockery of so-called transparent processes, it
is worth putting those matters on record.
We are very pleased to be restoring integrity to
government, increasing transparency and removing the
culture of secrecy that has prevailed under Labor for the
last 11 years. This commission has been a key priority
of the government and is the cornerstone of our
integrity reforms. In relation to the budgetary allocation
and for the information of the Greens, the cost will be
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$170 million over four years. This is a significant
allocation of funds, and we are committed to getting the
model right.
IBAC (Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission) will be responsible for investigating,
exposing and preventing corruption across the entire
public sector from police to local government and from
public service to members of Parliament. This will be
broader than the system that was proposed when Labor,
kicking and screaming in the dying throes of the failed
regime of the Brumby government, finally decided to
accept the recommendations of the Proust report and try
to cobble together an integrity regime that somehow
kept its existing systems in place but also fulfilled the
required outcomes of the Proust report.
It was a proposal described by learned commentators as
a ‘spaghetti bowl’ of independent bodies. It would have
involved a Victorian integrity and anticorruption
commission (VIACC) consisting of a public sector
integrity commissioner, a deputy of police integrity and
a chief municipal inspector, who would take it in turns
to be chair. Alongside VIACC would have sat the
integrity coordination body, which would have
included the Ombudsman, the Auditor-General and the
public sector integrity commissioner.
That sort of spaghetti bowl approach is not what is to be
introduced in this bill. We are introducing IBAC, which
will be a broadbased independent anticorruption
commission. In those three words — broadbased,
independent and anticorruption — is to be found the
purpose of the body that will be established. It will in
effect be a one-stop shop. Such an IBAC model has not
necessarily been introduced in the independent
anticorruption commissions in other states. Briefly,
there has long been a call in other states for independent
anticorruption commissions, and over successive years
we have had the progressive introduction of a number
of those commissions.
In New South Wales the Independent Commission
Against Corruption was established in 1988, but it has a
separate Police Integrity Commission. Queensland and
Western Australia have one-stop-shop models. They
are the Queensland Crime and Misconduct
Commission of 2001 and the Western Australian
Corruption and Crime Commission of 2003. Tasmania
also has the Tasmanian Integrity Commission of 2009.
Only Victoria and South Australia are left, and I
understand that in South Australia there is a proposal to
introduce such a body. With this bill, I am very pleased
to say, we will see the important foundation and
establishment of an anticorruption commission in
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Victoria. The Victorian Inspectorate will also be put
into place, assuming that bill passes through the house.
In relation to the IBAC bill, the powers of IBAC are set
out in clause 10 of the bill, which states:
10

Powers of the IBAC
The IBAC has power to do all things that are necessary
or convenient to be done for or in connection with, or as
incidental to, the achievement of the objects of this Act
and the performance of its duties and functions.

They are the powers of IBAC, as broadly stated. This is
a broadbased anticorruption body. In this bill the
functions of IBAC are initially — and these are very
important functions — educative and preventive. They
are outlined in clause 9 of the bill, which reads:
(3) Without limiting the generality of subsection (2), the
IBAC has the following functions —
(a) to examine systems and practices in the public
sector and public sector legislation;
(b) to provide information to, consult with and make
recommendations to, the public sector;
(c) to assist the public sector to increase capacity to
prevent corrupt conduct by providing advice,
training and education services;
(d) to provide information and education services to
the community about the detrimental effects of
corruption on public administration and ways in
which to assist in preventing corrupt conduct;
(e) to publish information on ways to prevent corrupt
conduct.

It is hardly an inactive IBAC that has initially been
established. Those educative and preventive roles will
be very important. We all know prevention is in general
terms better than a cure, but the other powers are
coming. Work has been progressing. As outlined in the
second-reading speech:
Preparation of the legislation outlining IBAC’s investigative
role is well progressed and will follow before the end of the
year.

I can advise the house that that remains the
government’s intention. It is important, as the Greens
acknowledge, for these very important powers not to be
rushed in the race to seek to fulfil a spin-type pledge,
which would have been how the previous government
conducted itself.
Returning to the bill, it is important that the commission
and the Commissioner be independent. That is an
important aspect of this anticorruption body. That
independence is established and maintained in
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clauses 12 and 13 of this bill. Briefly, clause 12
establishes that IBAC is not subject to the direction or
control of the minister in respect of the performance of
its duties and functions and the exercise of its powers.
Clause 13 sets out the independence and the role of the
Commissioner as an independent officer of the
Parliament. That very important independent office will
be established and maintained. The IBAC bill also
establishes a parliamentary oversight committee. It is
important in guarding the guards that the Parliament
and the parliamentary oversight committee can not only
have oversight of IBAC as appropriate but also interact
with the inspectorate to perform that oversight role.
Turning briefly to the Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011,
which is in a sense the primary guardian of the guards,
being IBAC, the inspectorate will play a strong
oversight role. The bill provides that the inspectorate
will undertake a range of functions relevant to the
IBAC’s initial education and preventive functions. For
example, the inspectorate will have a role in assessing
the IBAC’s policies and procedures and will monitor
the IBAC’s compliance with the IBAC act and other
laws. The inspectorate may investigate IBAC either on
its own initiative or in response to a complaint. As with
most anticorruption commission inspectors across
Australia, the inspectorate’s role will be overseen by the
parliamentary IBAC Committee, which can consider
any failure of IBAC to action the recommendations of
the Victorian inspectorate.
I note that there are oversight roles and interactions
between the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee,
of which I am a member, the Victorian
Auditor-General’s Office, which has had an
independent role since the Victorian Parliament was
established, and the Parliament itself, and of course all
the government departments that the Auditor-General
audits. With these two bills we have the very important
framework and the ability to appoint the initial persons
to fill these very important roles. One should not forget
that the criteria for appointment to these roles will be
that of a very senior judicial officer as provided in
clause 14 of the IBAC bill as a Governor in Council
appointment.
I wish to commend the IBAC consultation panel’s work
to date, which has included a wide-ranging consultation
conducted by: the Honourable Stephen Charles, QC, a
former Supreme Court judge; His Honour Gordon
Lewis, AM, deputy chair and former County Court
judge; Peter Harmsworth, AO, former departmental
secretary; and Gail Owen, OAM, the first female
president of the Law Institute of Victoria. The wide
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consultation process has included a range of bodies,
including the law institute, the International
Commission of Jurists, the Victorian Bar, the Media
Entertainment and Arts Alliance, the Federation of
Community Legal Centres, Liberty Victoria and the
Municipal Association of Victoria.
Those consultations have been extensive, and I
commend the minister and the department on their
work. This will be a very important bill that will watch
over all of us as members of Parliament, and other
public sector people will be brought under its
investigative powers. This bill will restore integrity,
faith and confidence in the very democratic processes
we have in Victoria. Victoria has only a small amount
of corruption in comparison to other jurisdictions, so it
is important to keep perspective on these things.
However, where corruption does occur it is important
that it be thoroughly investigated by appropriately
resourced and structured bodies.
I commend the minister and the government for
bringing this bill to the house in a timely manner,
within the first year of the Baillieu government. Yes, it
has been introduced a bit later than we would have
liked, but better than 11 years late or not at all. This bill
is here to stay. There is no basis for the assumption that
it will not be the Baillieu government which will be
making the next appointment of the IBAC
Commissioner after the next election in 2014. We will
see what the Victorian public’s judgement is of us.
Members of the Victorian public will be our ultimate
guards as a government, and we look forward to that
day when it comes. Until then, I commend the bill to
the house.
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — I rise to
make some brief remarks on the legislation relating to
the establishment of the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission. The details of the bill
have been thoroughly worked through by my colleague
the member for Altona in the Legislative Assembly,
Ms Hennessy, and also by Mr Pakula earlier this
evening, who indicated that the opposition will not be
opposing the legislation even though we will seek to
strengthen it by way of amendment, and I support the
amendments that Mr Pakula has circulated.
I guess the first thing to be said is that the government
initially committed to having its anticorruption
commission up and running by July this year but
announced as early as May that it was bogged down,
and at that time it refused to put a commencement date
on record. The bill before us is a start, but it lacks the
detail, as previous speakers have indicated, that
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Victorians clearly have a right to expect from a
government that has been in office for a full year and
which has had the resources of Victoria’s public service
at its disposal. The reason for the delay must be the
result of the government being unable to make up its
mind as it ducks and weaves around the many
principles and legal technicalities that underlie the
establishment of an anticorruption commission.
The bill goes so far as to establish the commission to
prevent corrupt conduct; to assist in the education of the
public sector about the impacts of corrupt behaviour;
and to provide for the investigation and exposure of
corruption. The bill also creates a joint parliamentary
committee to oversee the operation of the commission.
And that is it for this bill that serves to basically tick off
the government’s obligation to have something in place
before the end of 2011.
There is of course an irony that all speakers on this
legislation are bound to observe, and that is that, sadly,
at the end of its first year in office, this government,
which trumpeted its tough on crime law and order
agenda, is now widely seen to be vulnerable on that
score. This is not something that brings anyone any joy,
because we all want a government with which we can
debate public policy; we do not want a government that
lowers public trust in the state’s leadership. For
example, the fallout over the matters revealed in the
report of the Office of Police Integrity during the last
sitting week is in the end a cause of sorrow and
disappointment. While I hope there is nothing more to
the tawdry events in the OPI’s report to the Parliament,
I suspect that there is still some way to go.
In the lead-up to the last election the coalition told
Victorians that it was time to lift the veil of secrecy that
it said had descended on the then government and its
ministers, and it promised at that point to establish an
anticorruption commission that would get to the bottom
of corruption allegations. The provisions in the bill
before us this evening, and the other bills that
accompany and will follow it, will progressively give
the government the tools that it says it needs to honour
its promise to Victorians to get to the bottom of
corruption allegations and lift the veil of secrecy.
The contents of the OPI’s report, Crossing the Line,
will provide fertile material for the government to
contemplate. Ministers will also have cause to reflect in
a deeper way than they may have imagined when they
were in opposition on what they really meant back in
2010 when they said that the relationship between the
Victorian public and the government must be based on
trust. Of course that trust needs to be earnt and the wise
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words ‘we know them by their deeds’ will resonate
more and more keenly as we go forward.
When you go through this bill the thing that is most
striking is that nowhere does it specify the jurisdiction
of the commission or what its investigatory powers are.
The commission’s tasks, according to this bill, are
confined to preventive and educative activities. Neither
does the bill define what corrupt conduct is or give the
commission the capacity to investigate corruption.
It has also been noted in the debate so far that
Victorians continue to wait for the government’s
ministerial code of conduct. When the coalition was in
opposition and when the world was simpler and the
prospect of government elusive, Victorians were
promised that a ministerial code of conduct that would
cover ministers and their staff and would provide
guidance on fundraising, gifts and hospitality was a
priority. The coalition’s code of conduct was going to
give greater clarity, but of course it did not materialise
owing to a fracas within the Liberal Party which was
widely reported in the media last July.
Without ministerial engagement, fundraising in the
Liberal Party is in the doldrums. High principles from
the pure and lofty heights of opposition are one thing,
but delivering from government is another.
The centre of this bill is the establishment, constitution,
function, power and delegation power of the
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission,
and the bill focuses on the appointment of the
Commissioner, the Commissioner’s independence and
his or her duties and functions. Given the current
government’s track record, it is a deep concern that the
appointment of the inaugural Commissioner will be
made on the recommendation of the minister. The
Premier having to consult with the Leader of the
Opposition over the appointment of the inaugural
Commissioner is no more than a gesture, as the
opposition leader’s agreement is not required.
As Mr Pakula said in his contribution, if the Premier
calls the Leader of the Opposition 15 minutes before an
announcement is made, that satisfies the provisions in
this legislation. Frankly, that is not good enough. The
inaugural appointment of the Commissioner is in effect
an appointment of the government; the consultation is
no more than a nicety. As I said earlier, everything in
the bill goes to the creation of a framework for a
commission that undertakes educational and corruption
prevention activities. It does not provide any details
concerning the scope of the commission’s investigatory
powers.
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This is a beginning but only a beginning. Owing to the
bill’s sparseness many of us are left wondering what the
year of thinking, planning, devising and consulting with
eminent persons was really all about. In typical fashion
the government does not seem to be able to make up its
mind about where it is going, what the risks are and
how it can protect itself. What the OPI Crossing the
Line report revealed for all to see was that this
nervousness and reluctance to act, to choose or to move
ahead is not just the weakness of a shallow government.
Rather it is a consequence of a government being up to
its neck in all sorts of problems. For all we know the
contents of the OPI report might just be the tip of the
iceberg.
The problem for the government with this Independent
Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission and its big
budget is that it may turn out to be independent,
broadbased and focused on investigating corruption
with more enthusiasm and dedication than anyone on
the opposite side expects. In summary, this is truly a
Seinfeld bill — it is a bill about nothing, or at least very
little.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
rise tonight to speak on the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011 and the
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011. The IBAC bill
establishes an anticorruption commission for Victoria.
It also establishes a joint house committee, known as
the IBAC Committee, to oversee IBAC. I start by
commending Mr O’Brien on his contribution to this
debate tonight. Those who were in the chamber and
listened will know it was a substantial contribution that
summed up what this is all about.
The establishment of IBAC is a keystone of the
government’s integrity reforms. The government is
committed to restoring integrity in government,
increasing transparency and removing the culture of
secrecy that existed under Labor for over 11 years.
Establishing IBAC is a key priority for this
government. As a keystone of its integrity reforms, the
government has committed $170 million over four
years to the establishment and operation of IBAC.
The government is committed to getting this model
right. IBAC will be responsible for investigating,
exposing and preventing corruption across the entire
public sector, from police to local government and from
the public service to members of Parliament. IBAC will
replace Victoria’s current, creaking anticorruption
system, which was rushed through by the Labor
government and is full of holes, outdated and out of
touch with the rest of Australia.
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Let us get this straight. For 11 years the Labor
government did nothing — that is, for 11 years it failed
to introduce a comprehensive anticorruption
commission. After years of denying the need for an
anticorruption commission, Labor was shamed into
developing a proposal that was so complex and
bureaucratic that it was designed to fail. It was a
Clayton’s proposal.
The Victorian Inspectorate is a key feature of the
government’s integrity reforms and will ensure that
IBAC is subject to robust oversight. Together with a
joint house committee of Parliament to be established
under the IBAC bill, the Victorian Inspectorate will
ensure that IBAC’s use of powers is both appropriate
and proportional. The establishment of the Victorian
Inspectorate at the same time as the establishment of
IBAC will enable the Victorian Inspectorate to monitor
IBAC from the outset and to develop an integrated
integrity model for Victoria’s strong checks and
balances. Let us be clear on what this is all about. Labor
failed to introduce a broadbased anticorruption
commission in 11 years in government. Anticorruption
bodies with strong powers require robust oversight.
That is why we have created the Victorian Inspectorate.
The coalition government is committed to getting the
model right, and I commend both bills to the house.
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — I, like
my colleagues, will not oppose the Independent
Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011 or
the Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011 and will support
the amendment to be moved by Mr Pakula. The
coalition government has lived through some fairly
torrid times recently with regard to public perceptions
of transparency and probity. The previous Labor
government sought to institute practices and procedures
to eradicate or at least minimise inappropriate
mishandling of government resources. This was done
by way of appointment of the independent Ombudsman
and the establishment of the Office of Police Integrity.
Unfortunately the OPI has gone by the wayside, and the
great pity is that its effectiveness in investigating police
corruption will be forgotten and it will be remembered
for the shame and humiliation of a fine and decent man
who served Victoria as Chief Commissioner of Police
to the best of his ability, which was substantial.
The Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission Bill 2011 and the Victorian Inspectorate
Bill 2011 are not properly fleshed out. They do not
clearly define collusion or corruption, and they provide
no powers to operate an effective and efficient
monitoring system to safeguard Victorian taxpayers
money. In fact they are skeletons without meat. One of
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the fundamental principles of public service
independence is the ability and capacity of an
individual to act without fear or favour, but the major
flaw of this legislation is that it provides a mechanism
to ministerially appoint the Commissioner. In my
opinion this position should be totally free of political
preferment. The Commissioner should be appointed by
Parliament and answerable to Parliament alone.
In the very recent past we have all seen the public
demise of good people. Their careers and reputations
have been dragged through the mud, and the national
press has had a field day. They were not equipped to
deal with political intrigue, nor should they have been.
Their positions within the Victorian public service
framework were very senior, and their roles were
clearly defined in regard to the delivery of services to
the people of Victoria. They ought to have been
separate from and above the political fray. With those
words, I advise that we will not oppose the bills.
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — I rise to speak
on the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission Bill 2011. This bill is both historic and
important given that it will, if supported, establish for
the first time in Victoria’s history an independent,
broadbased anticorruption commission. The bill also
amends the Parliamentary Committees Act 2003 to
constitute a joint house committee of the Parliament of
Victoria to oversee the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission (IBAC). This was an
election commitment of the Baillieu government that
was supported by the Victorian community, which
under Labor’s rule lost faith in Labor’s ability to
provide a system of integrity and investigation of
corruption of all forms in Victoria.
The Baillieu government has been methodical and
meticulous in its preparation of this bill. While the
opposition has crowed for its early introduction, the
days of speed and spin with no detail stopped on
27 November. A more practical, well-researched,
properly funded policy with key transparent outcomes
was born on 3 December when the Baillieu government
started to govern. This bill is in line with good
governance as it is the first stage of the establishment of
IBAC. It provides for the appointment of the
Commissioner and for the educative and preventive
functions of the commission. It also provides for an
office of public interest monitor, who will provide the
checks and balances on applications for the use of
covert investigative and coercive powers.
Labor sat in denial for 11 years as the integrity systems
that had both investigative and watchdog powers failed
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to provide the comfort, respect and transparency the
Victorian people were crying out for. While we had the
Ombudsman, the Auditor-General, the public sector
standards commissioner, Victoria Police, the Office of
Police Integrity, the special investigations monitor, the
Local Government Investigations and Compliance
Inspectorate and a register of members interests, only
the Ombudsman, the OPI and the Local Government
Investigations and Compliance Inspectorate were
primarily responsible for combating corruption in the
public sector.
Former Premier Steve Bracks established the OPI in
2004 as the debate about police corruption and links to
organised crime raged, and later Premier John Brumby
established the Local Government Investigations and
Compliance Inspectorate in 2009 following the stench
of alleged corruption in the Brimbank council. Labor’s
denial continued, as it rested on its laurels, claiming
these new bodies would provide the appropriate
integrity to identify and respond to corruption in the
state of Victoria.
To the credit of the Liberal Party at that time, with the
smell of corruption and secrecy in the air and a loss of
trust in the Brumby government’s ability to control law
and order in Victoria or even provide public safety, not
to mention to clean out corruption in all its forms, in
2006 the then opposition called for an overarching
IBAC modelled on other jurisdictions.
Even in 2009 and 2010 when former Premier John
Brumby commissioned the Proust review and indicated
the government would agree to its recommendations for
an integrity model, in typical Labor fashion that model
was complex, bureaucratic and lacked the power to
properly scrutinise the public sector or members of
Parliament or their staff. A multilayered, multi-agency
integrity system with no teeth is symptomatic of
Labor’s approach to governance. Labor’s acceptance of
an integrity model with no real integrity, which did not
provide confidence to the Victorian public that those
responsible for corruption would be held accountable
and that corruption would not just be swept under the
carpet, was one of the reasons I believe it lost
government.
In summary, this bill provides for a fundamental shift in
the integrity regime in Victoria. Intensive consultation
has been undertaken by the government in the
development of the legislation. The government has
provided over $170 million in funding over four years
for the establishment and operation of IBAC. The
Baillieu government has delivered on its promise of
establishing an IBAC. It has given the commission
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powers in both an educational and a prevention
capacity, but in the second tranche of legislation it will
provide investigative powers into corruption. For
11 years the Victorian public has waited for a
government with the will, the fortitude, the
determination and the commitment to create an
independent anticorruption commission with integrity. I
am proud to be here tonight supporting the delivery of
that promise to the Victorian people.
Ms BROAD (Northern Victoria) — I rise to speak
tonight on the Independent, Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011. As members
are aware, the opposition does not oppose the bill;
however, the bill before the Council suffers from major
limitations that Victorians should be made aware of,
and I intend to point out just a few of the bill’s
limitations tonight. The objects of the bill are to assist
in the prevention of corrupt conduct, to facilitate the
education of the public sector and the community about
the detrimental effects of corrupt conduct on public
administration and the ways in which corrupt conduct
can be prevented, to assist in improving the capacity of
the public sector to prevent corrupt conduct and to
provide for the investigation and exposure of corrupt
conduct.
However, despite these laudable objects, the bill fails to
explain the jurisdiction of the commission and the
investigatory powers of the commission, and as well as
that the bill fails to define what corrupt conduct actually
is. Significantly, one of the agencies that will be
replaced by the commission, the Office of Police
Integrity, has recently had cause to consider very
carefully and thoroughly the matter of corrupt conduct.
In the OPI’s October 2011 report to the Parliament,
Crossing the Line, the director, police integrity, refers
to his statutory obligations under section 8(1) of the
Police Integrity Act 2008. I think it is important to
consider those obligations in the context of the bill
before the Council tonight. Those statutory obligations
are:
… to ensure that the highest ethical and professional
standards are maintained in Victoria Police; and
… to ensure that police corruption and serious misconduct are
detected, investigated and prevented; and
… to educate Victoria Police and the general community
regarding police corruption and serious misconduct, including
the effect of police corruption and serious misconduct.

Of course it is the government’s intention that the
statutory obligations referred to by the director, police
integrity, will be subsumed by the objects set out in the
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Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
Bill 2011.
It is also important to consider in the context of the bill
before the Council tonight that in addition to setting out
the statutory obligations of the OPI, Crossing the Line
also considers the definition of ‘serious misconduct’ in
relation to a member of Victoria Police in section 3 of
the Police Integrity Act 2008 to mean:
(a) conduct which constitutes an offence punishable by
imprisonment; or
(b) conduct which is likely to bring Victoria Police into
disrepute or diminish public confidence in it; or
(c) disgraceful or improper conduct (whether in the
member’s official capacity or otherwise).

Further, Crossing the Line considers the matter of
misconduct in public office and reference is made to the
elements of the offence of misconduct in public office
according to the view of the Court of Appeal. The
director, police integrity, refers to the view of the Court
of Appeal in which all the members of the court agreed
that the elements of the offence of misconduct in public
office are:
1.

a public official;

2.

in the course of or connected to his public office;

3.

wilfully misconducts himself, by act or omission, for
example, by wilfully neglecting or failing to perform his
duty;

4.

without reasonable excuse or justification; and

5.

where such conduct is serious and meriting criminal
punishment having regard to the responsibilities of the
office and the office-holder, the importance of the public
objects which they serve and the nature and extent of the
departure from those objects.

The director, police integrity, goes on to observe:
It is clear from discussion in the judgement that abuse of
power — actual and incidental — attaching to an office is
capable of constituting misconduct.

After considering all these matters, the director, police
integrity, found in relation to Mr Tristan Weston’s
conduct that it constituted serious misconduct within
the meaning of section 3 of the Police Integrity
Act 2008; constituted improper conduct within the
meaning of section 69 of the Police Regulation
Act 1958, which is also discussed in the report; may
have involved the commission of the offence of
misconduct in public office; may have involved the
commission of an offence or offences under
section 127A of the Police Regulation Act 1958;
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constituted improper conduct within the meaning of
section 4 of the Public Administration Act 2004; and
for good measure constituted a breach of his contract of
employment.
The question is where the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission (IBAC), which is to be
established by the bill before the Council tonight, will
set the bar in relation to the conduct described so
thoroughly in Crossing the Line. The conduct described
in the OPI’s report clearly indicates that all those
involved believed they were beyond the reach of the
OPI and free to act with impunity to abuse the power
entrusted to them and to corrupt government
merit-based appointment processes. Mr Weston, the
former ministerial adviser to the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, confirmed this when he was
reported in the Herald Sun of 27 October as saying:
On the basis of the legal advice available to me the OPI did
not have the jurisdiction to investigate my work as a
ministerial officer …

Will IBAC have the jurisdiction to investigate? The
parliamentary library has very helpfully produced a
current issues brief that is relevant to the OPI and the
body with which the Baillieu-Ryan government will
replace the OPI in accordance with the bill before the
Council tonight. In that brief there is a discussion of the
definition, the effects and the control of corruption —
matters which the bill before the house fails to deal
with. I think it is important, given the utter silence of
the bill in defining any of these matters, to consider
what the excellent current issues brief from the
parliamentary library research service has to say on this
subject. It says:
It is widely acknowledged that the meaning of the term
‘corruption’ is difficult to state with precision. Corruption in
the public sector is, however, generally understood to entail
the abuse of entrusted power for personal or political gain. It
is conduct that violates the public trust placed in those in
public office to operate in the public interest. When decisions
are made for private interests rather than the public interest,
public funds can be misused and the award of contracts and
appointments can deviate from merit-based processes.
Corruption can also enable organised crime to flourish.
Additionally, as retired Supreme Court judge, the Honourable
Tim Smith, QC, writes, ‘Corruption damages the reputation
of all in government, including those who are not corrupt. It
also damages the democratic system by fuelling cynicism and
causes members of the community to disengage from the
political process’.

Any reasonable person would conclude that the conduct
described in the OPI’s report fits the description of
corruption referred to in the parliamentary library’s
background brief. The OPI’s report also emphasises
that the investigation was not able to investigate all
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conduct, including conduct that may meet the
description of corruption referred to in that background
brief.
A key test of the body that the Baillieu-Ryan
government will replace the OPI with is whether the
new body will be able to investigate not only the
conduct of those whom the OPI had the jurisdiction to
investigate but also the conduct of the Premier, the
Deputy Premier, ministers and all their staff, which
clearly the OPI did not have the jurisdiction to
investigate. The bill before the Council tonight raises a
lot more questions than it provides answers on these
matters. Given the extensive delays on the part of the
government in bringing the bill before the Council, I
think Victorians are entitled to question the
government’s motives in relation to the delays.
In speaking to the bill before the Council tonight
members on the other side have been keen to refer to
matters relating to the Brimbank council. I put to the
Council that any reasonable person reading Crossing
the Line would agree that the corruption and
misconduct referred to in that report puts anything that
has occurred at the former Brimbank council well and
truly in the shade.
The fact that government members considered that it
was within their authority to go out and dispose of a
Chief Commissioner of Police in the manner they did
when they had available to them the perfectly
legitimate course of action of terminating a contract and
dealing with it in a way that any government has the
right to do where it wishes to dispense with the services
of anyone it employs under contract — in an
aboveboard, open, transparent and decent way — and
that they chose not to do that but to conduct themselves
in the way that Crossing the Line describes so
eloquently, to the extent that the OPI was able within its
powers to investigate, absolutely beggars belief.
The government still has under consideration
implementation of not only the bill before the Council
tonight, assuming that the bill will be passed in due
course, but the bills that we have been promised will be
brought before the Parliament sometime soon. We have
no dates as to when that will actually occur, and unless
and until that does occur we have very little idea of
many things to do with the new body the government
intends to put in place after it has dispensed with the
services of the OPI, which has done such an
outstanding job in uncovering the corruption it has. It is
reasonable to postulate that it has suited the government
to have as many delays as possible whilst it goes about
the things it wants to do without the scrutiny of IBAC.
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We do not have a date as to when that will come into
effect either.
Those are the issues and questions I wish to place on
the record in speaking to the bill this evening. With
those comments, I conclude my contribution.
Mrs COOTE (Southern Metropolitan) — It gives
me great pleasure to stand here tonight at this historic
moment to debate the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011 and the
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011. This has been a long
time coming. I would like to put on the record my
acknowledgement of the excellent contribution made
by my colleague Mr David O’Brien, who has put the
government’s position on this in an articulate way. I
will not go into all the details aside from saying that
with the exception of South Australia and, until now,
Victoria, every other Australian state has an
independent anticorruption commission. The only other
state without one, South Australia, has recently
announced that it will be forming one.
The first two states to create an independent
anticorruption commission were Queensland and New
South Wales, and they did so 20 years ago. This is an
important policy that the coalition committed to while
in opposition, took to the election and is now
implementing. Part of restoring integrity and
accountability in government is about increasing
transparency and removing the culture of secrecy that
existed under Labor.
It is really important that we get this model right, and it
is very interesting to hear the debate from the Labor
Party members, who spent 11 years avoiding this. But it
is not just the Liberals who felt that the Labor Party was
dragging its chain on this — for example, it was very
interesting to read comments made by the former
special investigations monitor (SIM), retired judge
David Jones, who said he did not know why the Labor
government rejected his request for greater powers. On
3 July 2010, Mr Jones told the Weekend Australian:
I made it clear at that time that I did not consider that
oversight (of OPI) was adequate because the function of the
SIM is narrowly defined in relation to oversight …

Distinguished public servant Elizabeth Proust, who was
hired by the Labor government to review the Victorian
integrity system, said on 3 June 2010 in the Australian:
We think that that’s a tiny body — it’s about a six-person
operation. We think that (oversight) needs to be strengthened
… It’s one of the issues where there has been a gap and where
there has (been) less effective oversight than there might have
been.
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The Labor Party did nothing about this. It had 11 years
in which to do something and it did nothing, so it is
important that we get this right. We have been
committed to getting the model right, and that is
precisely what we are doing. The Independent
Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission will have
wide-ranging powers and be responsible for
investigating allegations of corruption across the entire
public sector, including MPs and their staff, public
servants, police and local government officers, so it is
important that it be set up correctly. The government is
committed to ensuring that an IBAC operates
effectively, and it is providing funding of $170 million
over four years for the establishment and operation of
the commission.
This bill will establish a joint house parliamentary
committee to oversee the operations of the commission,
with the role of the committee being to monitor and
review the exercise of powers and functions of an
IBAC, to examine any reports made by the
commission, and to report to both houses of Parliament
on any matter connected with the exercise of its powers
and functions that requires the attention of the
Parliament. IBAC’s investigative functions and powers
will be added through further legislation which will
follow by the end of the year. I repeat for the benefit of
Labor Party members, who have been critical of this
bill: IBAC’s investigative functions and powers will be
added through further legislation which will follow by
the end of this year. As I said in my introduction, this is
a historic moment in Victoria’s history, and it is a giant
leap towards restoring integrity in government in our
wonderful state.
Sitting suspended 11.28 p.m. until 12.02 a.m.
(Wednesday).
Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — I rise to
make a brief contribution on the Independent
Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011.
The opposition does not oppose this bill, because the
opposition is committed to fighting corruption and to
ensuring that justice is always done. Our history is
firmly entwined with justice, with fairness and with
community, but that is where this bill falls down, and
that is why Labor is expressing a number of concerns
and will be seeking to move some amendments.
If government members were sincere in their
commitment to justice, fairness and the broader
community, they would wholeheartedly agree to our
amendments, but they have opposed holding a full and
transparent inquiry into how the Deputy Premier and
his staff deliberately undermined the former Chief
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Commissioner of Police, Simon Overland. If ever there
were a case with which it would be perfect to baptise
the new Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission, that matter is most certainly it, but of
course the government will never agree to investigating
its own — with a one-seat majority it has far too much
to lose.
We look at this bill and note that it has more
shortcomings than there are spikes on an echidna. In so
many ways this bill is an empty shell and arguably the
most unprepared bill ever to be brought before this
house, as I shall explain. Is the jurisdiction of the
commission clearly spelt out? No. Do we know its
investigatory powers and processes? No. Does it at all
define ‘corruption’ or ‘corrupt conduct’? No. That
would appear to let the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services off the hook, although we on this
side of the house reserve the right to lodge that matter
before the commission when it is launched.
Is there a ministerial code of conduct? No. Again, that
helps to save Minister Ryan, at least for the present.
What we have is a body that will be very limited in
everything other than maybe being totally at the whim
of the minister, because I sincerely fear that this body
will go the same way as others and give the minister
discretion as to what it investigates. Technically it is not
the minister who will be in charge but a joint
committee, but it will be dominated by government
members, so the end result will be the same.
Other members on this side have referred to a range of
government shortcomings and biases and have
explained that the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011 will do nothing
to make the situation any better. Do not get me wrong:
the opposition supports the objectives of the bill. What
we do not and could never support are the empty spaces
that tell us nothing and that do not inform the
community at all. The coalition made so many
promises before the state election. As with most of its
promises, this promise was meaningless, valueless and
worthless.
I express deep concern that the Baillieu government
seeks to exempt the commission from the jurisdiction
of the Victorian Ombudsman. Possibly worse, it will
also be exempted from the Whistleblowers Protection
Act 2001. How many individuals will speak up about
corruption if the protections of that amazing legislation
are withheld? How in any culture could such
exemptions be deemed to support justice?
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Then there is that aspect of the legislation which allows
the deputy commissioner to appoint consultants
virtually at whim and with no compulsion for such
consultants to take an oath in relation to their duties.
This is yet another slap in the face of open and
transparent investigations. Justice should be paramount
in these investigations, but under these conditions I
have my doubts.
Having just read the annual report of the Victorian
Ombudsman, on which I will soon speak, I am
concerned that there is a long list of areas that should
automatically be a part of such legislation but that have
been deliberately or incompetently ignored.
Democracy is a concept born from the people. Justice is
a concept created to ensure fairness and equity without
discrimination. Openness and transparency were
developed to strengthen democracy and justice. While
the intent of this bill is worthy, the actual document
before us reads more like a comic book draft. It would
be far better if it were taken back and completed before
being presented to the house again. However, what we
have here is pretty much all that we can expect from
this particular state government.
The Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011 is not significantly
better and indeed raises questions regarding how well
the government has considered the documentation
before us. ‘Substandard’ is the word that I would use to
describe both bills, but that is standard for this
government.
Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — I join this
cognate debate on the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011 and the
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011. I am cognisant of the
amount of time taken by an earlier debate, during which
a good deal of indulgence was provided to members of
this chamber to explore all the issues they chose to
explore.
I note the criticism that there has been of the
government progressing its legislative agenda, but those
making that criticism should remember who absorbed
most of the time for debate in this chamber today. The
debate I have heard this evening in relation to these
bills raises the question of the way in which both the
Greens and the ALP — the opposition parties in this
place — perceive the construction of the legislative
framework. It is a little bit like somebody contracting to
build a house and deciding they will put the roof on
before they have built the foundations and the walls. As
is quite clear and as has been acknowledged by most of
the speakers from the opposition parties, including the
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Greens, this legislation is indeed a framework. Some
have used the word ‘shell’. Indeed it is a framework or
shell to provide the mechanisms by which the process
of implementation of the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission can be achieved.
In leading the opposition’s arguments, Mr Pakula
strongly made the case that an IBAC was needed
sooner rather than later. Those were the words used by
Mr Pakula. What I say is that we have the bill here, and
the opposition and the Greens have indicated that they
are not opposing the bill, but they have taken a good
deal of time to get to that point. Here we are as I speak
at 10 past midnight, because what we have heard has
been speaker after speaker repeating ad nauseum the
same commentary, which is in effect, ‘What we’d like
is to see this done quickly, but not now’. That is
essentially what the argument is.
What I will put during the course of my contribution to
this debate is that this legislation has been a long time
coming. Indeed, because I have been here for a bit
longer than the Greens who have been trying to claim
some credit for this legislative policy, I can say with
absolute authority that the then opposition was arguing
the matter and putting a case in this place back as early
as 2004, which is as far back as I can find after a quick
search of Hansard. Ms Pennicuik tried to appropriate
the credit, asserting that the Baillieu government had
adopted the Greens policy from the previous election. I
have to say that that is inaccurate and highly misleading
and I need to correct the record.
My point is simply this: the history is worth having a
look at. I note that, in relation to the Ombudsman
(Police Ombudsman) Bill 2004, as early as 25 May
2004 the then opposition members, including me, were
calling for the establishment of an anticorruption
commission. Further, on 27 May 2004, Mr Forwood,
then a member of this place, repeated those
suggestions. It is quite clear that this matter was of
significant public interest when, on 2 June 2004, as a
matter of public importance in the Legislative
Assembly, the then Leader of the Opposition, Robert
Doyle, moved the following motion:
That this house notes the growing allegations of corruption
within Victoria Police with links to 27 gangland killings and
calls upon the government to establish immediately a
permanent and independent crime and anticorruption
commission to investigate the crisis of organised crime in
Victoria.

Interestingly, that was followed a week later by my
leading a debate in this house on support for terms of
reference for a royal commission in relation to the
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establishment of a permanent and independent crime
and anticorruption commission in Victoria. That motion
was moved on 9 June 2004.
I looked to see what were the positions of the parties in
this place at that time. What is particularly interesting
about that debate is that those who voted against this
motion were the members of the then government,
including Ms Broad, Ms Darveniza, Mr Jennings,
Mr Lenders, Ms Mikakos, Mr Scheffer, Mr Somyurek
and Mr Viney. They all voted against a proposal to
establish a broadbased anticorruption commission.
So it goes on. On 15 September 2004 in the Legislative
Assembly, Peter Ryan, the then Leader of The
Nationals — not then part of the coalition — put a
separate position and came to a view after noting the
debate in the Parliament. He is reported as saying:
We have been very active in public commentary and in
debates in this place in arguing for more powers to be vested
appropriately in the right entities, individuals and authorities
to combat corruption and crime.

He further said:
To make the position of The Nationals very clear, it remains
our view that a standing commission on crime and corruption
should be established in Victoria. It should be run by a person
with the demonstrated competence to undertake that task — a
Tony Fitzgerald or his equivalent … We have had plenty of
other debates and plenty of other commentary about the
structure of that sort of entity. We believe that is what should
happen.

So Mr Ryan was leading to that point. I note the credit
that Ms Pennicuik was trying to claim for the Greens.
Three years later, in August 2007, as Ms Pennicuik
said, finally the Greens woke up and joined in, and
Mr Barber moved a motion to — —
Mr Viney interjected.
Mr P. DAVIS — I do not know what that jabbering
across the chamber is about, but it seems rather
irrelevant to me right at this point. Mr Barber’s motion
was that this house call on the Attorney-General to send
a reference to the Victorian Law Reform Commission
to examine the most appropriate legal model for the
anticorruption commission in Victoria. What was the
position at that time? Surprise, surprise! The then
government members Ms Broad, Ms Darveniza,
Mr Eideh, Mr Elasmar, Mr Jennings, Mr Leane,
Mr Lenders, Ms Mikakos, Mr Pakula, Ms Pulford,
Mr Scheffer, Mr Somyurek, Mr Tee, Ms Tierney and
Mr Viney, who are still in this place, amongst others
who are not, voted no. Fortunately the wit and wisdom
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of the then opposition and the Greens at that time
combined, and we carried the day: 21 to 19.

Accounts and Estimates Committee — makes a
recommendation to the Governor in Council.

Mr Barber — Don’t they like the law reform
commission?

That is the mechanism by which the Auditor-General is
appointed, but presently we do not have an independent
broadbased anticorruption commission committee of
the Parliament. Therefore the hypothesis that is being
posited by the opposition and the Greens that somehow
there should be a committee that appoints the inaugural
commissioner involves delaying the creation of IBAC
further, because after the passage of the legislation it
will inevitably take some time to appoint a
parliamentary committee and have that parliamentary
committee go through a process of considering
nominees.

Mr P. DAVIS — I do not know what they like and
do not like, and I am not too worried at this point
because I notice a rather intriguing aspect, which was
somehow picked up on 9 November 2007. I see that the
Labor Party position at that time was reflected in a
headline that appeared in the Australian of that day:
‘Corruption body a waste, says Brumby’. The first
paragraph of the article reads:
John Brumby has dismissed as a ‘waste of taxpayers money’
a standing royal commission into corruption on the same day
that one of the state’s top officers has been grilled by
investigators for leaking sensitive police information.

The consistency of the ALP is clear to observe. It seems
to me that the consistency in all of this is that the ALP,
under pressure over a period of time, has been dragged
kicking and screaming to a position that has been
espoused in this place and in the public domain by the
Liberal and Nationals parties for years. I am pleased
that the Labor Party has now seen some sense, but
because it finds it extraordinarily difficult to concede
that it has been dead wrong in the past, it is trying to
make a pathetic argument about the process of
introducing this legislative framework.
I want to go directly to the construct of the case that is
being put by the ALP. The ALP and indeed the Greens
have suggested that everything should be done at
once — that is, all of the mechanisms should be put in
place at one time. The bills before this house enable the
government to put the wheels in motion to set up the
framework to establish the structures and corporate
entities that will enable the appropriate scrutiny to
occur. Importantly, a commissioner has to be appointed
so that the commissioner can appoint the staff.
Mr Barber interjected.
Mr P. DAVIS — If Mr Barber, who prides himself
on being a parliamentarian, would take a closer look at
it in relation to his comments about the parliamentary
committee, he would see that the Parliamentary
Committees Act 2003 does not deal directly with the
appointment of the Auditor-General. We need to
understand how these mechanisms work. The Audit
Act 1994 does not deal with the appointment of the
Auditor-General. That is actually dealt with in the
Constitution Act 1975, which provides that the existing
parliamentary oversight committee — that is, the Public

The mechanism that has been provided for in the IBAC
bill is to enable the Victorian model to reflect what
occurs in some other jurisdictions where there is
consultation with the ‘leader of Her Majesty’s loyal
opposition’. I have to say the opposition is loyal in
many respects, most particularly to the Crown, and I am
sure most ALP members would agree. I believe the
model of consultation between the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition is simple and transparent. If
the Leader of the Opposition has a serious problem with
the nominee that the Premier suggested and invited
comment upon, then the Leader of the Opposition can
quite clearly make that case.
Importantly, the resourcing of the structures of IBAC,
the Victorian Inspectorate and the parliamentary
committee is well provided for in the tranche of funding
in the forward estimates and in the policy commitment
which was made at the election. I congratulate the
government, the minister responsible for IBAC, the
Honourable Andrew McIntosh, and the Premier for
bringing forward this legislation and ensuring that by
the end of the first year in government the framework
for the establishment of IBAC, proper oversight by the
Inspector and proper parliamentary oversight are all in
place.
I therefore conclude my remarks by urging the
opposition and the Greens to abridge their remarks and
to get to the point. As I understand it they have a simple
proposition to put, which the government clearly does
not agree with. The government has made the case that
the bills are about a framework to facilitate the
establishment of an IBAC. The government has
previously announced that a further bill will be
introduced which will deal with many of the issues that
have been discussed or canvassed during the course of
this debate.
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Mr Lenders interjected.
Mr P. DAVIS — I think Mr Lenders is out of his
place and his interjections are disorderly, but I am sure
you can deal with that, Acting President. I conclude my
remarks by urging the house to support the bills.

INDEPENDENT BROAD-BASED
ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMISSION
BILL 2011
Second reading
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Committed.
Committee
Mr Lenders — Deputy President, I draw your
attention to the state of the chamber.
Quorum formed.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I seek leave
for Mr O’Brien to join me at the table.
Leave granted.
Clause 1
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question on clause 1, or one of my questions, is if this
bill establishes a framework for IBAC (Independent
Broad-Based Anti-Corruption Commission), what will
the next bill do and how will they interact? Will the
next bill amend this bill or will it establish a different
framework? Will they be two separate acts? Is there
only going to be one act at the end with two bills
forming the one act? Will it all commence on 1 July
2012?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank the
member for her question. I understand she provided
some questions beforehand, so I will endeavour to
answer those as we go through the clauses. As we heard
in the second-reading debate, there was much
discussion about the establishment of the Independent
Broad-Based Anti-Corruption Commission and the
independent Victorian Inspectorate that will oversee it.
It is known that the legislation is the keystone of the
coalition government’s integrity reforms. Together
these bills represent the most far-reaching and
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fundamental reforms to the anticorruption and integrity
system in Victoria’s history. This bill will establish the
commission and the position of the Commissioner as an
independent officer of Parliament; it will outline the
important education and prevention functions to be
undertaken by; it will establish the parliamentary
committee overseeing the IBAC’s role and functions;
and it will set the IBAC’s reporting mechanism to
Parliament.
This is obviously an important first step in the rollout of
the government’s much-publicised establishment of an
IBAC. The preparation of the legislation outlining
IBAC’s investigative role is well progressed and will
follow before the end of the year. This further
legislation will vest IBAC with investigative functions,
powers and safeguards. IBAC will be given significant
powers in order to combat public sector corruption. The
further legislation will include details of the IBAC’s
jurisdiction; its own-motion powers and its receipt of
complaints and referrals; its general investigation
powers, including a range of coercive powers;
provisions dealing with the conduct of examinations;
and additional powers for the Victorian Inspectorate to
reflect the IBAC’s expanded powers and functions. The
second stage of the legislation will be about, as I said,
granting it investigative powers, and will follow before
the end of the year. This was announced in a press
release in October.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I am
not sure if the minister entirely understands my
question. We have the IBAC bill. I presume we are
going to have another bill with a different name. I
presume this bill is going to turn into the IBAC act
2011. What is the other bill going to turn into, or does it
amend the act that is going to be proclaimed at some
stage?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — As I indicated
before, and it is reflected in the second-reading speech,
the second stage of the legislation granting IBAC its
investigative powers will follow at the end of the year.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I
have just one more question regarding the structure.
The bill before us does not give us any structure except
to appoint a commissioner and a committee. But if you
look at the issues brief, or anywhere else you care to
look for the structure of the integrity commissions
around the country, you can see the different divisions
within those integrity commissions are quite detailed.
In my contribution to the second-reading debate I asked
whether this IBAC was going to be dealing with
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misconduct as well as corruption, and Mr Philip Davis
in his contribution mentioned that prior to the last
Parliament certain members of the Liberal Party and
The Nationals talked about something called a crime
and corruption commission, even though it was not
their official policy at the time.

(b) facilitate the education of the public sector and the
community about the detrimental effects of corrupt
conduct on public administration and the ways in which
corrupt conduct can be prevented;

The Queensland crime and misconduct commission
looks at crime and misconduct and has particular
divisions that look at crime. It has a crime division, a
misconduct division and a witness protection division,
as I said. My question is: is this commission going to be
looking at crime? Is it a crime commission and a
misconduct commission as well as an anticorruption
commission?

(d) provide for the investigation and exposure of corrupt
conduct.

Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — The role of
the bill is to establish the broadbased anticorruption
commission; it is not specifically a crime commission,
in the sense that, as outlined in clause 9, it will have a
range of other functions. Clause 9 states:
(2) The IBAC has education and prevention functions for
the purpose of achieving the objects of this Act.
(3) Without limiting the generality of subsection (2), the
IBAC has the following functions —

and they are outlined there. It goes through a whole
series of functions, but it is also about providing advice,
training and education. It is about providing
information and education services to the community. It
is about providing information, consulting with and
making recommendations to the public sector
examining systems and practices in the public sector
and public sector legislation, and so forth, as outlined in
clause 9.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I will
go to clause 9 when the committee gets to it, but
basically I think we all accept that this bill does not
outline the functions of IBAC at all, even in clause 9.
My question is: if it is broadbased, does it deal with
crime and corruption as the Western Australian
commission does, does it deal with misconduct and
crime as the Queensland commission does, or is it just
an anticorruption commission like the New South
Wales commission?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I think we
need to reflect again on clause 9 and also on clause 4,
which sets out the objects of the bill:
(a) assist in the prevention of corrupt conduct;

(c) assist in improving the capacity of the public sector to
prevent corrupt conduct;

Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
wish to clarify something. The minister said there
would be another bill which would fill in the rest of the
details this year. Is he saying that that bill will be
introduced into the Parliament either this sitting week
or next sitting week? Is that what the minister is
saying — that it will be introduced into the Parliament?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I think it is
important to reflect on and read out the media release
put out by the coalition, entitled ‘Coalition delivers on
next stage of integrity reforms’. The third paragraph
says:
The second stage of the legislation —

I mentioned that earlier —
granting IBAC its investigative powers, will follow before the
end of the year.

Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
understand that is what it says, and I do not think that is
clear. That is why I am asking the minister to clarify:
will that legislation be introduced into the Parliament
this year?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — Before we
start moving ahead of ourselves, can I just advise the
house that we are actually talking about the
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
Bill 2011, which is before the chamber? It is about
establishing Victoria’s first ever IBAC and an
independent Victorian Inspectorate to oversee IBAC.
As I said, the legislation is the keystone of the
coalitions government’s integrity reforms and, as I also
indicated, a further, second stage of the legislation,
granting IBAC its investigative powers, will follow
before the end of the year. I am happy to discuss that
bill when it is before the chamber, but we are dealing
with this bill and not any other bill that may be
proposed.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
am not asking the minister to discuss that bill. I am
asking him to clarify the statement he has just made.
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The statement the minister has just made was about
legislation — and remember that legislation cannot be
dealt with anywhere other than in the Parliament — and
he spoke about legislation before the end of the year.
Unless I am mistaken, there are only two sitting weeks
left: the one we are in and the one beginning in the first
week of December. Will that legislation be introduced
in one of those two sitting weeks? It is a very simple
question, and it is a pertinent question with respect to
this bill, because — —
Mrs Peulich — But we’re dealing with this bill.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — We are dealing with this
bill, and in discussing this bill the minister has made
undertakings about when the detail will be provided. I
am simply seeking clarification as to what the minister
means when he says that legislation will be brought
forward this year. Does that mean it will be brought
forward into the Parliament? It is a simple question. If
the answer is no, just say no!
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I again
reiterate that the bill before the house as reported in the
media and in the second-reading speech — this bill —
is the first stage of the establishment of IBAC, allowing
the appointment of the Commissioner and the
commencement of the IBAC’s vital education and
corruption prevention functions.
The second stage of the legislation granting IBAC its
investigative powers will follow before the end of the
year. I can also read out page 4 of the second-reading
speech of the responsible minister. Under the heading
‘Further legislation’, it specifies what I outlined to
Ms Pennicuik. In the first part it states:
Preparation of the legislation outlining IBAC’s investigative
role is well progressed and will follow before the end of the
year.

Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
am now asking the minister to explain what he means
by ‘will follow’? Does that mean there will be a media
release with some details or will the legislation follow
by being introduced into the Parliament? What does the
minister mean when he says ‘will follow’?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — Again, I have
sought advice and the advice is, as outlined in a media
release of 27 October and also in the second-reading
speech — and I think it is very clear — that it will
follow before the end of the year. We are in 2011, so
before the end of the year.
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Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
This is going to make fascinating reading tomorrow in
Hansard and I can tell the minister that it will be read
by lots of people. I understand the minister is saying
that it is clear, but I am saying that it is not clear to me,
and I do not think it is clear to a number of other
members of the chamber. We understand what this year
is — it is 2011 — but we do not understand what the
minister means when he says it ‘will follow’. Does that
mean it will be introduced; or will there be an exposure
draft; or will there be a media release; or will there be a
drop to the papers? What does the minister mean by it
‘will follow’? Will legislation be introduced into the
Parliament this year? We can do this all night!
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I take up the
comment by Mr Pakula that we can do this all night. I
remind the chamber that in fact Labor had 11 years to
get this right, and we know that Labor failed to
introduce a broadbased anticorruption commission.
Anticorruption bodies with strong powers require
robust oversight. The coalition government is
committed to getting the model right. We are
committed to restoring integrity in government,
increasing transparency and removing the culture of
secrecy that existed under Labor over the past 11 years.
Establishing IBAC is a priority for the government. As
a keystone of the government’s integrity reforms, the
government has committed $170 million over four
years to the establishment and operation of IBAC. The
government is committed to getting the model right.
As I have indicated, IBAC will be responsible for
investigating, exposing and preventing corruption
across the entire public sector — from police to local
government, from the public service to members of
Parliament. IBAC will replace Victoria’s current
creaking anticorruption system, a system that was
rushed through by the former Labor government, a
system full of holes and which is outdated and out of
touch with the rest of Australia.
Let us get this right and get it straight. For 11 years
Labor did nothing. It had 11 years to introduce a
comprehensive anticorruption commission, and after
years of denying the need for this anticorruption
commission Labor was shamed into developing a
proposal that, was so complex and bureaucratic that it
was designed to fail. The coalition government is
focused on getting the model right. Therefore I reiterate
that the second stage of the legislation granting IBAC
its investigatory powers will follow before the end of
the year.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I was about
to try to move things on to ensure that we will not be
here all night asking the same question, but I suspect
the minister’s contribution has invited a response from
Mr Pakula, who is on his feet.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — It
is my intention to keep asking the question until I get an
answer. The minister’s most recent answer would have
been more interesting to the committee if it had been
something other than a setpiece diatribe written for him
by somebody else. In his recitation the minister talked
about the culture of secrecy. My question is: why is the
minister being so secretive about a very simple matter?
We could move on right now if the minister would
answer my question in one of three ways. I do not want
to tell him how to suck eggs, but he could answer it in
one of three ways. He could say, ‘Yes, it will be
introduced into the Parliament before the end of the
year’ or ‘No, it will not’ or ‘I do not know’. I will
accept any one of those three answers — yes, no or I do
not know. Can I have one of those three responses?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank the
member for his question, and I am very pleased that as
a government we are introducing this legislation after
11 years of neglect and indifference to the issue around
the establishment of an independent, broadbased
anticorruption commission. As I indicated, this bill, and
the discussion around it in this house tonight, is to
establish IBAC. Further on in the bill the Parliamentary
Committees Act 2003 is also amended.
I will say again to Mr Pakula that the preparation of the
legislation that outlines IBAC’s investigatory role is
well progressed and will follow before the end of the
year. Further legislation will vest IBAC with the
investigatory powers, functions and safeguards that are
all listed in the second-reading speech. As it says, the
government is clear about the importance of getting
IBAC’s investigative powers and oversight
arrangements right. The government has also been clear
about the importance of ensuring that the model we
introduce in Victoria is the best model for Victorians. I
reiterate that the second stage of the legislation granting
IBAC its investigatory powers will follow before the
end of this year. I am happy to talk about the bill and
what it will achieve.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
will just ask one more question on this.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I will allow
a final question.
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Hon. M. P. PAKULA — Maybe I will put it to the
minister in this way: if I were to continue to ask the
minister from now until dawn whether or not that next
piece of legislation will be introduced into the
Parliament this year, would he be determined to refuse
to answer that question directly? Because if he is
determined to refuse, then I will stop asking.
Mr P. Davis — On a point of order, Deputy
President — —
Hon. M. P. Pakula interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Mr Pakula!
I will hear the point of order.
Mr P. Davis — Like all members, I have a right to
listen and to engage in this debate, including taking a
point of order. The point of order is in relation to the
matter before the committee. I have been listening
intently to the points that Mr Pakula has made, and the
point he is trying to engage the minister on is in relation
to matters that relate to proposed legislation that is not
before either house of Parliament — —
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I ask
Mr Davis to come to his point of order.
Mr P. Davis — It is legislation which is presently
not before either house of Parliament and about which
we are not aware of the detail. It seems to me that the
issue here is that Mr Pakula’s questions should relate to
the bill that we have before us and not to a bill that does
not exist at this point.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! There is no
point of order. Mr Pakula is pursuing a question in
response to comments from the minister and is entitled
to do so. I was about to advise the minister that this is
not a second-reading debate and he should desist from
treating it as such. Mr Pakula should recognise that we
cannot require the minister to answer the question in
any particular way. The minister has answered and
been relevant to the question that he was asked, and we
cannot continue until dawn. I will allow Mr Pakula’s
last question to stand because he indicated that it would
be the last time he would ask it. I invite the minister to
respond if he wishes.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank the
member for his question. I am pleased that after
11 years of neglect and indifference by the former
government, this government is bringing to the people
of Victoria an Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission. This is the bill that is
before the chamber, and I am very pleased that we are
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having this debate tonight. What I can say, as
outlined — and I will repeat it — is that the second
stage of the legislation granting IBAC its investigative
powers will follow before the end of the year.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
The minister just referred to the second stage of the
legislation which will follow before the end of the year.
Is that the second and final stage? It is a serious
question.
Mrs Peulich interjected.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — No, no, no. The point of
the question, Mrs Peulich, is will that second piece of
legislation be all that is required for IBAC to be up and
running and fully functional, or will there need to be a
third, fourth or fifth piece before it is up and running?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — Coming from
a former minister of the government that brought in bill
after bill trying to get its anticorruption processes right,
I find that question a bit rich. Mr Pakula needs to
understand that the functions of IBAC are outlined in
clause 9. As I said, the objectives of the act are outlined
in clause 4, and we stand very proud of the legislation
before the chamber, which will have IBAC up and
running.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
When the minister says the legislation will have IBAC
up and running, IBAC will be up and running fully with
all its investigatory powers, all its definitions and
everything it needs to do to be a fully functioning IBAC
as a consequence of this bill and the second bill, and
that is it; is that what he is saying?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I appreciate,
without any disrespect, the verballing of the member,
because I indicated before that there is further
legislation which vests IBAC with investigative
powers. That is outlined in the second-reading speech.
The bill before the chamber will establish the
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission,
and that is the main purpose of this bill, which is set out
in clause 1.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
Here we go again. Now what is clear is that we do not
know whether this other legislation will be introduced
this year, and we do not know that when it is introduced
it will be enough or whether there will need to be a
third piece of legislation or a fourth piece of legislation.
That is not because of anything the opposition has
done. It is because the minister refuses point blank to
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answer direct questions. When the government has
made such a big deal about the fact that this legislation
vesting IBAC with investigatory powers will be — I do
not know what the word is — introduced or delivered
this year, I do not think it is too much for the Parliament
to want to know whether that second piece of
legislation will be enough to get this body up and
running or not.
Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — I wish to make
a brief contribution to the committee stage of the
debate. It seems to me that we are at risk of reprising
during the committee stage a debate that we already had
during the second-reading stage. I think that — —
Hon. M. P. Pakula — Not if the minister answers
the question.
Mr P. DAVIS — Mr Pakula, I will take up that
interjection. The minister has repeatedly given
Mr Pakula a fulsome answer — that is, in effect this bill
that we are considering during this committee stage
deals with establishing the structure of IBAC.
Investigatory powers will be vested in the structure by
further legislation that will be introduced in the fullness
of time. The fullness of time, in terms of the response
by the minister, I thought was quite clear. At least it
was clear to me; I think it is clear to most members in
this chamber. The minister has made it quite clear that
investigatory powers will be introduced in a further
tranche of legislation that will be brought forward
before the end of the year. I think that is abundantly
clear. Mr Pakula may not be happy with the minister’s
answer, but I am entirely satisfied with the minister’s
response.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — Bully for you!
Mr P. DAVIS — I think it would be a good thing if,
rather than badgering the minister and seeking to put
words into the minister’s mouth, Mr Pakula accepted
that in good faith the government’s position has been
from the outset that it would initially establish the
mechanism which the IBAC entity, the inspectorate and
the parliamentary committee could be created and
ensure that we give IBAC investigatory powers, as it
was resolved, in a legislative proposal which is yet to
come before the Parliament. That proposal is not before
us tonight. In my view Mr Pakula is out of order to
pursue matters that are not before the house at the
present time. I would be quite relaxed if we were
having a discussion about the detail of the merits of a
particular clause in the bill, but it seems to me that the
bill before the house deals quite adequately with the
machinery involved with the creation of IBAC.
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The government’s position is absolutely clear — that is,
the second stage of the legislation involving the
granting of investigation powers to IBAC will follow
this and be introduced before the end of the year. That
is a position that was set out on 27 October 2011 when
this bill was second read in the Assembly. It was made
quite clear that the package of legislation would follow
sequentially. There are two pieces of legislation before
the house tonight. We are dealing with one bill in the
committee stage at the present time. I am looking
forward to dealing with the subsequent bill. The net
result of all of this will be that members of the house
will have further opportunity to deal with these matters
when the further tranche of legislation is introduced
before the end of the year.

Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — Again for the
record I need to address the false assumption made by
Mr Pakula. The passing of this bill will establish IBAC.

Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
The legislation will be introduced before the end of the
year. I thank the member for giving us something that
the minister did not. I would like to make a further
contribution on this point given that Philip Davis made
that contribution. First of all, I think it is extraordinary
that what has been evinced by Mr Davis’s contribution
is the view that emanates from members of the
government that so long as they are satisfied with the
minister’s answer, the rest of us should shut up.
Mr Davis understands what the minister intends to say.
If the opposition or the Greens are not satisfied or if the
answer is incomprehensible to most people, then too
bad. We ought to just pack up and go home, because
Mr Davis understands what the minister is saying. It is
hardly surprising given that he has the same cheat sheet
in front of him as the minister has.

Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
am inclined to say ‘Whatever’, because it is clear that
no matter what questions we ask about — —

In relation to Mr Davis’s suggestion that what has been
brought forward tonight is in line with what the
government has always said, that is a load of nonsense.
The government said IBAC would be up and running
and fully functioning by 1 July 2011. Additionally,
Mr Davis was not debating the question currently
before the minister but the previous question that was
before the minister.
Despite the fact that we have not had a straight answer
from the minister, I have in fact moved on. What we are
now seeking to understand from the minister — and
Mr Davis’s contribution, whilst being enlightening,
does not really help on this point — is: given that the
government is now talking about a second piece of
legislation that will materialise before the end of the
year, will that piece of legislation be sufficient to get
this organisation up and running? I am not asking
anymore about what the end of the year means. I am
asking whether the second piece of legislation vesting
the investigatory powers in IBAC will be sufficient for
it to be up and running.

Hon. M. P. Pakula — Except it will not be able to
do anything.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — It will; it will be up
and running. Its functions are outlined in clause 9.
Clause 7 outlines that IBAC is a body corporate.
Clause 6 concerns its establishment, and it is very
detailed there. The second-reading speech was clear
about the further proposed legislation; it is well
progressed and will follow before the end of the year.

Mrs Peulich interjected.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — Mrs Peulich, that is what
tends to happen when you do not get an answer. When
we look at the purposes of the bill it occurs to me that
prior to the establishment of this piece of legislation
there was an advisory committee which reported to the
government on the creation of IBAC, and I am
wondering why that advisory committee report has not
been made public.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — To encourage
free and frank participation the consultation panel
undertook its work on a confidential basis. The panel
prepared a report for the minister for consideration by
cabinet, and accordingly cabinet in confidence
confidentiality applies. Some stakeholders have chosen
to publicly release their submissions — for example,
posting on line. That is of course a matter for them.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
So how will we ever know whether the legislation and
the model that the minister ultimately brings forward in
any way conforms with the recommendations in the
advisory committee report? How will anyone ever
know or ever be able to compare what you have
eventually brought forward with what was advised or
recommended to you?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — Again, we
were clear in the election about bringing this before the
people of Victoria. We are, as I have indicated,
undertaking a proper process. We are about getting it
right, and the panel was part of that process. The panel
was headed by former Supreme Court judge Stephen
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Charles, QC, to canvass the views of a range of legal,
community and operational stakeholders. It is no secret
that a process was undertaken in opposition, with the
policy document IBAC — Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission for Victoria released in
November 2010. The government is of the view that
there have been adequate submissions and there has
been adequate consultation to present the bill as it is. As
I said, we are presenting this bill as the first bill to
establish IBAC.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
We are never going to see the advisory committee
report, so we are going to have to take the
government’s word for it. I am prepared to take the
minister’s word for it, if he provides it. The question is:
is the model for IBAC in conformity with what was
recommended to the government by the advisory
committee?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — My colleague
made the point that we did not see an IBAC bill for
11 years, but I would not want to put that on the record.
I will just clarify something. The panel prepared the
report to the minister and Mr Pakula assumed that that
was freely available. As I indicated, and it is important
to reiterate, the consultation panel prepared a report to
the minister for consideration by cabinet. Accordingly,
normal cabinet-in-confidence confidentiality applies.
As a former minister, Mr Pakula would understand that.
The legislation as presented is reflective of where and
how the government sees IBAC being established.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I
have not so much a question, because I think we have a
non-answer to the question, but as I mentioned in my
contribution to the second-reading debate and privately
to the minister earlier, I find it incomprehensible that
the government is setting up a broadbased
anticorruption commission to enhance integrity,
accountability, openness and transparency but it is all
being done in secret. I urge the government to release
the report by Stephen Charles, QC, and his advisory
committee. I am sure they have done good work. I fail
to understand why it is all being kept away from the
public, because what that advisory committee has
advised the government about is of great public interest.
I just make that comment.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — Can the
minister confirm Mr Philip Davis’s previous statement
that the government will be introducing a second
tranche of IBAC legislation this sitting year — in the
next five sitting days?
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Mr P. Davis — On a point of order, Deputy
President, relating to an earlier matter. Standing
order 15.03 states:
15.03 Committee to consider only matters referred
A committee of the whole will consider such matters only as
have been referred to them by the Council.

It would seem that that provision in the standing orders
makes it clear that the committee of the whole can
examine any matter in detail in relation to the bill
before the house and before the committee of the whole
this evening, but it seems totally inappropriate to allow
exploration of matters relating to proposed legislation
which may be introduced at a subsequent time.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I made it
quite clear when Mr Davis raised this matter as a point
of order earlier — and I am going to remain consistent
with the position I took before — that he would be
correct if the matter of the future bill had not been
raised by the minister, but the matter of the future bill or
bills has been canvassed by the minister and therefore is
open to subsequent questioning. Mr Davis is correct in
saying that if those matters had not been raised in
debate, then it would be difficult to see how they could
be relevant to the committee stage, but they were
raised, and therefore they are relevant. I invite the
minister to answer Mr Leane’s question if he wishes to.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — Again, the
second stage of the legislation, which will grant IBAC
its investigative powers, will follow before the end of
the year.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! That
question has been canvassed many times. I will rule
that that is the last time it will be asked.
Clause agreed to; clause 2 agreed to.
Clause 3
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) —
Clause 3 sets out the definitions of terms used in the
bill. It is notable that definitions of corruption and
corrupt conduct do not appear in the definitions section,
yet the objects of the bill and the educative and
preventive functions outlined in clauses 9 and 10 refer
to corruption and corrupt conduct. I also point out that
section 8 of part 3 of the New South Wales
government’s Independent Commission Against
Corruption Act 1988 defines corrupt conduct. It takes
almost two A4 pages and six subsections to define
corrupt conduct. People can look at that for themselves.
My question is: how or why has the definition of
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corruption been omitted from this bill when the
subsequent clauses give the commission power to
prevent and educate the community and the public
sector about corruption and corrupt conduct? How will
that happen without that definition? What definition
will the commission rely on?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — Ms Pennicuik
asked this question earlier. As I indicated earlier, the
IBAC bill will establish the commission and the
position of the Commissioner as an independent officer
of the Parliament. It outlines important education and
prevention functions to be undertaken by IBAC. It
establishes a parliamentary committee that will oversee
IBAC’s role and functions, and it will set in place the
mechanism by which IBAC will report to Parliament.
Alongside the $170 million the government will
provide IBAC over four years, this bill demonstrates
the government’s commitment to integrity reform.
The IBAC bill allows the IBAC Commissioner to begin
the important work of educating Victorians about
corruption and its negative effects and proactively
preventing corruption. It will help to ensure that
Victoria’s integrity and anticorruption structures
undergo an orderly transition to a robust,
comprehensive and cohesive system. This is important
work recognised by experts as being among the key
components of an effective anticorruption system. The
bill allows IBAC to proactively work with public sector
agencies to identify corruption risks and improve their
systems and processes. It also empowers IBAC to build
public sector capacity by providing training and
developing anticorruption resources as well as
informing the broader community about how to prevent
corruption.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — On
my rough count the minister mentioned the word
‘corruption’ about 13 times in his answer. I want to
know, without a definition of ‘corruption’ in the bill, on
what definition of ‘corruption’ the commission will
rely.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — As I
indicated, other actions that IBAC may take can
include: conducting general and targeted training and
information sessions; hosting seminars, forums and
conferences; conducting and publishing research about
corruption and best practice models for preventing it;
developing education and prevention programs,
modules and information resources; conducting
outreach programs targeting rural and regional
communities; and publishing material for specific
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community groups and the community as a whole. The
functions of IBAC, as outlined in clause 9, relate to
issues including not only corruption, corrupt activity
and corrupt conduct but also education and increasing
capacity to prevent corruption, corrupt conduct and the
like. I think the intentions of the IBAC bill are very
clear — that is, they relate to the important work of
educating about corruption and its negative effects and
proactively preventing corruption.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
have listened to Ms Pennicuik’s question, and there is
an absolute logical inconsistency in the minister’s
answer. The bill does not define ‘corruption’, yet IBAC
is going to educate people about corruption. What will
be the frame of reference for IBAC? How can it
educate people about something it has no definition of?
When it is out there educating the community about
corruption, what will it be describing corruption as?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank the
member for his question. The advice I have is that we
do not need a definition to enable IBAC to undertake
the education and prevention roles and the capacity
build.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister. I have no doubt that was the advice
he got when he went to the advisers box.
Mr Koch interjected.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — Indeed, but I never had to
go there to get a definition of ‘corruption’. IBAC is
going to be educating the public about corruption, but
the bill does not define corruption, so the government
clearly does not have a definition of corruption. Could
the minister perhaps provide the house with his
definition of ‘corruption’?
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! I am not sure that question is in order.
Mr Pakula is asking the minister for his personal
definition of something as opposed to his role here
explaining the bill, so I am not sure I can allow that
question. The minister can respond if he wishes, but I
am not sure I can require the minister to answer that
question.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I will repeat:
in terms of the issue being discussed, I understand that
the functions of IBAC also relate to the education role,
the prevention role and the capacity to build. We do not
need a definition to enable IBAC to undertake those
particular roles.
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Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I
have in my hand Victorian Liberal Nationals Coalition
Plan for Integrity of Government, and in that document
it states:
Public sector corruption is defined as perverting or attempting
to pervert the proper, honest and impartial exercise of the
official functions of a public official. It can be done by the
official acting corruptly or by someone seeking or inducing
the official to act corruptly. Corrupt conduct may involve a
criminal offence or disciplinary offence that could lead to
dismissal.
Corruption in the public sector means that decisions are not
made in the public interest and decisions are made to serve
private interests.

Is that the definition IBAC will be working to with
regard to this bill?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank
Ms Pennicuik for providing that advice, but as I said,
we do not need a definition to enable IBAC to
undertake its education and prevention role and its
capacity to build.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
risk attracting the ire of Mr Philip Davis, but on that,
Deputy President, the reference to the further legislation
which vests IBAC with investigations powers was not
just referred to by the minister; it is actually in the
second-reading speech.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — That is right;
that is what I read before.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
Exactly. That is why it is a perfectly legitimate line of
inquiry in the committee.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — Yes. And
what does it say? ‘The preparation of legislation’ — —
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
Yes. I know; I understand that.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I take it
that Mr Pakula’s passing reference was to a matter I
have already ruled on.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
Indeed. It is a passing reference and now, having
touched on it, I will move on.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Pass on to
the next point.
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Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
Will the piece of legislation referred to in the
second-reading speech that will vest IBAC with
investigative powers define ‘corruption’?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I am glad
Mr Pakula found where I was referencing the issue that
will follow before the end of the year. He can put that in
another tweet as well.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! We have
had 45 minutes on this topic. Can we move on to the
next one?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — As I said, I
am very pleased that as a government we have before
the chamber a bill that will establish an independent,
broadbased anticorruption commission. I am very
pleased, as I have outlined before, that there will be
further legislation. The further legislation will vest
IBAC with investigative powers, functions and
safeguards. There are a whole range of things that will
occur. I say to Mr Pakula and Ms Pennicuik that the
government has been clear about the importance of
getting IBAC’s investigative powers and oversight
arrangements right, and it does not shy from that. We
have been very clear about the importance of
introducing in Victoria the best model for Victorians.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
will try to frame this question in a way that does not
offend my Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
chair. The definitions clause of this bill is rather sparse;
clause 3 is a rather sparse definitions clause. It does not
contain a whole bunch of definitions, and it is missing a
definition of corruption. Can we expect to see the
definitions clause enhanced by adding a definition of
corruption?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — As I said, the
government does not see the need for a definition to
enable IBAC to undertake its education and prevention
roles and its capacity to build, as its functions are
outlined in clause 9.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I just
want to follow up on the minister’s answer to
Mr Pakula’s question. The bill is called the Independent
Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
and the object of the bill — the first point — is to assist
in the prevention of corrupt conduct. The word
‘corruption’ does not appear in the definitions section. I
would have thought that any bill which deals with a
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particular subject would define that key subject and that
the core purpose of the bill would be defined in that
bill. The minister has not been able to answer what
definition of ‘corruption’ or ‘corrupt conduct’ the
commissioner will be able to use in his functions set out
in clause 9 of the bill.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I repeat that
you do not need a definition to enable IBAC to
undertake the education and prevention roles and the
capacity to build. The purpose of the bill is to establish
IBAC, and that is what this bill will do.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — Will
the definition of corruption appear in the next bill?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — The second stage of
the legislation granting IBAC its investigative powers
will follow before the end of the year.
Clause agreed to.
Clause 4
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I
think I pretty well canvassed clause 4 in our discussion
of clause 3, which was about how the objects of the bill,
which are to prevent corrupt conduct and educate the
public and the community about the effects of corrupt
conduct et cetera, will be carried out without a
definition of corrupt conduct. I think I have already
prosecuted that argument.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
One of the objects of the bill is to facilitate the
education of the public sector and the community, and
it goes on. Public sector is not defined. Some might say
it is easily understood, but I am wondering whether in
this bill or in terms of the powers of IBAC more
generally the public sector is taken to include the
judiciary.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — The public
sector standards commissioner (PSSC) has a role under
the Public Administration Act 2004 to promote high
standards of integrity and conduct in the public sector
as it is limited in the Public Administration Act 2004.
This body, IBAC, can educate public officials, such as
judges, not included in that PAA definition. There are
no issues caused by any overlap. In any event this is a
body specifically educating about corruption, whereas
the PSSC looks at conduct more generally.
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Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
Just to clarify, for the purposes of IBAC, will the public
sector include the judiciary?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — IBAC has a
role in terms of providing education, and it also has a
prevention role and a role in capacity building. As I
indicated, the IBAC body can educate public officials
such as judges. There are no issues caused by any
overlap, and in any event this is a body specifically
educating about corruption.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I
think it is true to say that the scope of IBAC is not
included in the bill, but it is worth asking what ‘public
sector’ means. Mr Pakula has asked: does it include the
judiciary? I am asking: does it include local
government?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — The advice I
have is that it is the same answer in terms of the
capacity to educate about corruption, so local
government is part of it.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
Not even Philip Davis, who is still in the chamber,
could object to this question.
An honourable member — He might.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — No, there is no way. Wait
until you hear it. One of the objects of the act, outlined
in clause 4(c), is to ‘assist in improving the capacity of
the public sector to prevent corrupt conduct’. For the
benefit of the house, could the minister outline how the
government envisages that IBAC will do that? How
will it assist in improving the capacity of the public
sector to prevent corrupt conduct?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — The details
are outlined as follows:
The bill gives IBAC the flexibility to conduct a wide range of
activities in performing its education and prevention
functions. These include:
developing education and prevention programs, modules
and information resources;
conducting general and targeted training and
information sessions;
conducting and publishing research about corruption and
best practice models for preventing it;
conducting outreach programs targeting rural and
regional communities; and
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publishing material for specific community groups and
the community as a whole.
In addition, the bill specifically allows IBAC to proactively
work with public sector agencies to identify corruption risks
and to assist agencies to improve their systems and processes
in order to prevent corruption occurring.

Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — The
public sector standards commissioner already issues
codes of conduct and employment standards and
promotes high standards of integrity and conduct in the
public sector, and the commissioner has done that for a
while. I am wondering whether that role will be
subsumed by IBAC or whether the commissioner will
continue to perform that role.
Hon. R. A. Dalla-Riva — I got the rest of it, but
what was the last part of the question?
Ms PENNICUIK — I am wondering whether the
public sector standards commissioner will continue in
that role, whether IBAC will take over that role or
whether the two will continue together.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — The advice I
have is that the public sector standards commissioner
has a role under the Public Administration Act 2004 to
promote high standards of integrity and conduct in the
public sector as limited by the Public Administration
Act 2004. However, IBAC can educate those public
officials who are not included in the definition in the
Public Administration Act 2004. There are no issues
caused by any overlap. In any event, this is a body
specifically dealing with education about corruption,
whereas the public sector standards commissioner looks
at conduct more generally.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I
would like to pursue that. I thought I heard the minister
say that anyone employed under the Public
Administration Act 2004 would not be covered by
IBAC but would still be covered by the public sector
standards commissioner.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I just sought
clarification. IBAC can undertake processes including
those within the Public Administration Act 2004, so it
is not separate.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — So
they are not excluded?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — No, they are
not excluded.
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Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
My question relates to clause 4(d), one of the objects of
the act, to:
provide for the investigation and exposure of corrupt conduct.

We have seen recent examples where the investigation
and exposure of corrupt conduct in many circumstances
cannot be successfully carried out without telephone
intercept powers. When does the government expect
the commonwealth to approve its requests for telephone
intercept powers?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I am advised
that the government is working with the
commonwealth, which will pass the relevant
amendments in due course.
Clause agreed to; clauses 5 to 8 agreed to.
Clause 9
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) —
Clause 9(2) refers to education and prevention
functions and clause 9(3) refers to systems and
practices, information and education in the public
sector. I think perhaps the question I had was partly
answered during discussion on clause 4 about the
crossover with the public sector standards
commissioner, but this clause seems to be very limited
if you compare it with the objects of the act in clause 4,
which include investigatory powers, et cetera. The
objects of the act include investigation and exposure of
corrupt conduct, whereas the functions of IBAC, which
are listed in clause 9, relate to just information and
education. I am wondering whether there will be an
expansion of this clause in the follow-up bill in regard
to investigation, because there is nothing here about
investigating corruption in the public sector. Is this the
area which is going to be expanded in terms of the
functions, roles and powers of the commission?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — The advice I
have is that the bill needs to be read as a whole. If
Ms Pennicuik looks at clause 9, she will see that the
functions of IBAC are outlined. Clause 10 also
provides IBAC with:
… power to do all things that are necessary or convenient to
be done for or in connection with, or as incidental to, the
achievements of the objects of this Act and the performance
of its duties and functions.

The functions are outlined in clause 9, and the objects
are set out in clause 4, as Ms Pennicuik indicated.
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Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) —
Although I understand what the minister has said, I am
concerned that the functions of IBAC do not include
investigating corruption when it is reported. That does
not seem to be a function under clause 9. Even though
it is an object of the bill, it is not a function of the
commission. The functions do not seem to follow on
from the objects of the bill, even given what you have
said about clause 10. Clause 10 could just mean that the
commission can do all those things that are necessary or
convenient to be done for the functions of IBAC under
clause 9, which does not include investigation of
corruption.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — Again, if
Ms Pennicuik reads clauses 10, 9 and 4, she will see
that clause 9(1) states:
The IBAC has the functions conferred on the IBAC under
this Act or any other Act.

Subclause (2) states:
The IBAC has education and prevention functions for the
purpose of achieving the objects of this Act.

The objects of the act as outlined in clause 4 include to:
(d) provide for the investigation and exposure of corrupt
conduct.

Clause 9, subclause (3), is not specific; it says:
Without limiting the generality of subsection (2) …

Clause 10, in conjunction with clauses 9 and 4, makes it
clear that:
The IBAC has power to do all things that are necessary or
convenient to be done for or in connection with, or as
incidental to, the achievements of the objects of this Act —

which are in clause 4 —
and the performance of its duties and functions.

Its functions are outlined in clause 9.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister for reading the clauses to me, and I
assure him that clauses 4, 9 and 10 are imprinted on my
brain. However, I still cannot see the answer to my
question in what the minister has read out to me. I
suppose, because I do not wish to repeat the question,
that I will have to assume that I am not going to get an
answer to the question. Perhaps the answer to the
question may come in a future bill.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank
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Ms Pennicuik. I have answered the question; I ask her
to study Hansard and the bill, and she will see that it all
links.
Clause agreed to.
Sitting suspended 1.44 a.m. until 2.03 a.m.
Clauses 10 to 14 agreed to.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I move:
That progress be reported.

The reason I move that we report progress is that the
government should in all reasonableness and decency
let members go home. In 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010
there was only one occasion when this house sat after
midnight. Since we have had a new government we
have done so on a number of occasions. On 1 March
this year we sat until 3.30 a.m., which cost us nearly
$10 000 in overtime and that big nosh-up we all had
before, according to information given to me by the
Parliament. On 22 March we sat until 2.45 a.m. and
again the estimates are that it cost us around $9000. On
15 April we sat until 12.53 a.m. and that cost us around
$6700. On Wednesday, 1 June, we sat until 12.19 a.m.
and that cost around $1600. In the sitting week starting
14 June we sat late on two nights at a total cost
estimated by the Parliament to be $25 000. In the
following sitting week it cost us $17 000.
Since these estimates were prepared we have had
another late-night sitting, which would probably have
cost us about $10 000. If we add that to what we have
done here tonight, we will probably crack the ton —
about $100 000 spent on these late-night soirees
brought on solely by the government and its
unwillingness to organise the program in cooperation
with the other parties. If it was anything other than this
nuff-nuff piece of legislation, this blown-out egg with
the appearance on the outside of some sort of solidity
but with the actual guts removed, there might be some
reason to continue on in this way.
Members of the government should be aware of the
cost of this exercise when they face their electorates and
have to explain why it is that certain programs have
been cut because the government does not have any
money. It is poor practice from the point of view of all
the many employees of this Parliament, not to mention
MPs themselves. We have been warned before about
the real risks of sitting late in this way, including
fatigue of people operating in this building. Some will
have to go home well after we MPs leave and then
return to work even before we arrive. For that reason
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we should report progress and the government should
act reasonably and adjourn the house.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
The opposition will support Mr Barber’s motion, for all
the reasons provided by Mr Barber and also because we
are most of the way through this bill and we can easily
get through what is left of it and the rest of the matters
on the government business program on Thursday,
without any question. None of the bills on the
government business program for the rest of this week
are particularly long or complex. We will have ample
time on Thursday to conclude this bill and get through
the other matters on the government business program.
The final reason we will support Mr Barber’s motion is
that the tactic being employed by the Leader of the
Government is clear, and it is unworthy. It is a tactic to
make sure that embarrassing, difficult pieces of
legislation are dealt with in the dead of night when
ministers at the table are not able to answer simple
questions and when they cannot be reported on. It is
also a tactic by which the government believes it can
cower the opposition and the Greens into desisting from
asking legitimate questions about legislation by forcing
us to do so in the middle of the night. That is not a
tactic which is in the interests of transparency or which
in any way conforms to the government’s rhetoric that
what it intended to do if it won office was to be an
open, transparent and accountable government.
If the government truly believed in transparency, it
would not force the opposition and the Greens to ask
these important questions at 10 past 2 in the morning. It
would allow us to come back at a reasonable hour in the
light of day and in the light of public scrutiny and ask
these questions then.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — The
government will oppose this motion. It will do so
because the two pieces of legislation in question, the
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
Bill 2011 and the Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011, are
important parts of the government’s legislative
program. We seek to pass eight bills that are on the
program this week, four today and four on Thursday,
with Wednesday being a non-government-business day.
We will work smoothly through that. I make the point
that the government is determined not to use
government business program methods with
guillotines, as were brought in between 2002 and 2006
by the former Leader of the House and now Leader of
the Opposition in the other place, the member for
Mulgrave. We were opposed to that.
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We have always taken the view that committees can be
long and complex. Many questions are asked, and
ministers at the table make a sincere endeavour to
answer those questions. We regard that as an important
democratic step so that those questions are answered. In
the lower house those committees are often not
available and traditionally they have not been available
under many governments.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — Never.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — No; you are agreeing with
me, Mr Pakula, on that essential point. In that context
we understand that it does take some time. We are not
going to gag or end debate. We are going to allow the
opportunity for questions to be asked. I make the point
that earlier in the day the Mines (Aluminium
Agreement) Amendment Bill 2011 went for nearly
4 hours in total, with 21⁄2 hours in committee — a very
long and exhausting committee in which there were
many opportunities for Mr Barber and other members
to correctly and fairly ask as many questions as they
considered reasonable to satisfy themselves.
In that context we understand that sometimes things
take a while. Sometimes it is a process that takes a little
longer than the minister at the table might desire, but in
the interests of transparency and democracy we are
prepared to go through that process and do so willingly
and with good grace. I think Mr Dalla-Riva has been
very generous in his approach and is prepared to work
his way through these things. As I say, these are
important parts of the government’s agenda and we will
seek to pass them tonight.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I have two
points in relation to Mr Davis’s contribution in stating
that these two bills are an important part of the
government’s agenda. I do not dispute that, but I want
to state that the implementation date on these bills is
July next year. If there were a situation where the house
returned and completed this particular committee stage
and these bills on Thursday, I am confident, as my
colleague Mr Pakula stated, that the next four bills on
the notice paper would be completed in sufficient time
quite easily on Thursday. We respect that the
government has a desire to get through this particular
list of bills this week, and the opposition members —
and I am sure also the Greens — are prepared to
facilitate that. If that meant that we sat a little bit past
4.30 on Thursday to maybe 6 o’clock — dinnertime —
I think that might be a more sensible approach than
proceeding to 3.00 and 4.00 a.m. today. I just wanted to
pick up those couple of points.
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Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) —
Given what Mr Davis has said about the committee
function and process and about it taking a while and so
on, that is all true, but he does not need to be doing it at
this time of night. It is really appalling health and safety
practice for the staff of the Parliament and for the
advisers sitting there in the advisers box; it is now
2.15 a.m. It is not a practice that the government should
continue, at all. It exposes people to the chance of an
accident on the way home or on the way back in this
morning, and these are risks that are not worth taking
for bills that are not urgent. I understand the
government says they are important. They are
important, but they are not urgent. In any case, the
opposition has said, and we agree, that we can get them
through this week, so there is absolutely no need for us
to be here at this hour. These bills and the other bills on
the notice paper can be finished on Thursday.
Committee divided on motion:
Ayes, 18
Barber, Mr (Teller)
Broad, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Hartland, Ms
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr
Mikakos, Ms

Pakula, Mr
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Scheffer, Mr (Teller)
Somyurek, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms
Viney, Mr

Noes, 20
Atkinson, Mr
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr D.
Davis, Mr P.
Drum, Mr (Teller)
Elsbury, Mr
Finn, Mr
Guy, Mr

Hall, Mr
Koch, Mr
Lovell, Ms
O’Brien, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Petrovich, Mrs
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr (Teller)
Rich-Phillips, Mr

Darveniza, Ms

Kronberg, Mrs

Pair
Motion negatived.
Clause 15
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I invite
Mr Pakula to move his proposed amendments 1 and 2. I
also advise the committee that I intend to reverse the
consideration of Mr Pakula’s proposed amendments.
The substantive proposition in Mr Pakula’s
amendments is in his amendment 2, and amendment 1
is a consequential amendment to amendment 2. I
therefore propose to put this amendment 2 first. I invite
Mr Pakula to move both amendments.
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Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
move:
1.

Clause 15, page 7, line 26, omit “Subject to
subsection (4), the” and insert “The”.

2.

Clause 15, page 8, lines 19 to 27, omit subclause (4).

I am in your hands, Deputy President. I am happy to
speak to those amendments, but I also have a couple of
questions on this clause so I think I will go to the
questions first if that is okay.
Clause 15(3)(a) says that the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission Committee may decide to
veto or not to veto the proposed recommendation, and
clause 15(4) says that subclauses (1) to (3) do not apply
to the appointment of the first commissioner under the
act and that the minister may make the
recommendation. My simple question to the minister is:
why has the government not adhered to its election
commitment to provide the IBAC Committee with a
right of veto over the appointment of the IBAC
Commissioner? At the time the coalition made this
commitment, it did not qualify the commitment in the
way that the bill does; it made it clear that the power of
veto applied to any IBAC Commissioner, including the
first commissioner, not just subsequent commissioners.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank the
member for his question. The government is committed
to establishing the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission and appointing an IBAC
Commissioner as soon as practicable following the
passage of the bill. The consultation process in the
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
Bill 2011 for the inaugural appointment of a
Commissioner is modelled on similar processes for
inaugural appointments in legislation establishing
anticorruption bodies in Queensland and Western
Australia.
The process in the IBAC bill is also similar to the
consultation required for the appointment of the
director-general of the Australian Security Intelligence
Organisation. It is likely that the IBAC Committee will
not be operational by the time the government seeks to
appoint an IBAC Commissioner. Therefore the
consultation process in clause 15(4) provides an
alternative process for the appointment of the inaugural
Commissioner. This consultation process is unique in
Victoria in relation to independent officers of the
Parliament and reflects the government’s commitment
to the independence of IBAC.
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I note that there are no consultation processes or
parliamentary committee involvement whatsoever for
the appointment of either the director, police integrity
or the Ombudsman. The bill establishes an ongoing
process, following the inaugural appointment, where
the parliamentary IBAC Committee will have a power
to veto a proposed recommendation as to an IBAC
Commissioner. This demonstrates the government’s
commitment to the independence of IBAC and is
similar to the process for the appointment of the
Auditor-General.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — It
is all well and good for the minister to talk about all the
bodies that do not have this committee process. The
fact is that in regard to IBAC the government promised
one. The government is delivering on that promise in a
way that means that the promise will not be delivered
for at least five years after the establishment of IBAC.
The second point I want to take the minister up on is
that he said it is unlikely that the IBAC Committee will
be up and running in time for the government to use it
for the appointment of the inaugural IBAC
Commissioner. The point I make is that the timing of
the establishment of the IBAC Committee is entirely in
the government’s hands. The government could
establish that IBAC Committee by a resolution of the
Parliament this week.
Can the minister explain how it is appropriate or
acceptable for the government to deliberately delay, if
you like, the creation of the committee and then use that
delay as the justification for not adhering to its election
promise?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — As I have
indicated, the consultation process for the inaugural
appointment of the Commissioner is modelled on
similar processes for inaugural appointments in the
legislation establishing anticorruption bodies in
Queensland and Western Australia. The government
considers that the consultation process in clause 15(4)
provides the appropriate alternative process for the
appointment of the inaugural Commissioner.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
But that is not what the government promised, is it?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — The process
is as outlined in the bill, and I have explained the
reasons why.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — The
Greens will support Mr Pakula’s amendments to
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clause 15. As I outlined in my contribution to the
debate on the second-reading speech, the Greens would
prefer that the Commissioner, the Inspector and the
heads of statutory and major government departments
be appointed by an independent commission for public
appointments. I encourage the government to look at
that model and include it in its enhancement of the
integrity system, because it would be an enhancement
of the integrity system.
As that is not before us at this moment, I agree with
Mr Pakula that the committee could be established
forthwith and commence its functions. It could then
carry out its functions under clause 15(3), so
subclause (4) would not be necessary, and that would
make for a more transparent process than the process
currently proposed. As I have said, the appointment of
the IBAC Commissioner needs to be at arms length and
as far away from the executive government as possible
if it is going to be a truly independent Commissioner.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
Before you, Deputy President, formally put my
amendment I have one more question. I am trying to
understand the transparency of the process for the
inaugural appointment. The process is defined in
clause 15(4), which states:
… the Minister may make the recommendation … after the
Premier has consulted in relation to the proposed
recommendation with the —

Leader of the Opposition, effectively. I am trying to
understand how that process will work. Can the
minister explain the process of consultation between the
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition in some
greater detail?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — As I
indicated, this process for the inaugural appointment is
modelled on similar processes for inaugural
appointments in the establishment of anticorruption
bodies in Queensland and Western Australia. As I said,
it is likely that the IBAC Committee will not be
operational by the time the government seeks to appoint
an IBAC Commissioner. Therefore the consultation
process, as outlined in clause 15(4), is the appropriate
alternative process. The legislation speaks for itself.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
With respect, Minister, it does not. I am asking whether
the minister can provide me with some more detail
about the consultation process. What does consultation
by the Premier with the Leader of the Opposition
mean? Does it mean that the Premier will seek the
agreement of the Leader of the Opposition; or does it
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mean that he will simply notify the Leader of the
Opposition of the decision that has been made? If it is
the latter rather than the former, at what stage in the
process will the Premier consult with the Leader of the
Opposition?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I believe I
have answered in relation to the substantive component
of clause 15(4). It states:
… the Minister may make the recommendation for the
appointment of the first Commissioner after the Premier has
consulted in relation to the proposed recommendation with
the member of the Legislative Assembly —

being the Leader of the Opposition. The explanatory
memorandum states in relation to clause 15:
Subclause (4) provides for a special process for the making of
a recommendation as to the appointment of the
Commissioner under clause 14 for the first time, whereby the
only requirement before the Minister makes a
recommendation for the appointment of the first
Commissioner is that the Premier has consulted with the
Leader of the Opposition. The requirement for consultation
does not require the Premier to obtain the approval of the
Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
Thank you. Now we are getting somewhere. The
explanatory memorandum goes to one part of my
question in relation to further detail. Whilst I am
grateful for the minister’s response — I will not
describe it as an answer — this is a perfectly legitimate
question for the opposition to ask. If the bill provides
for the Premier to consult with the Leader of the
Opposition, I do not think it is too much to ask how that
will work. Let us be clear. We are talking about the
only transparency provision relating to the first IBAC
Commissioner appointment.
Given that it is the only transparency provision, it is not
unreasonable for the opposition and the Parliament to
want to know how that process will work. The minister
has pointed out that the explanatory memorandum
makes it clear that there is no need to obtain approval;
that is fine. What the minister has not dealt with is the
second part of my question, which is: at what stage of
the process will the Premier consult with the Leader of
the Opposition? Will it be whilst considerations are
ongoing, or will it be after the decision on who the
Commissioner will be has been made?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — In terms of
the process, on page 2 of the media release entitled
‘Coalition delivers on next stage of integrity reforms’ it
says:
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The opposition leader will be consulted before the
appointment of IBAC’s inaugural Commissioner.

Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
am none the wiser. Deputy President, I am happy for
you to put the amendment.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — In
regard to clause 15, which is about the appointment of
the Commissioner, what is the process in the lead-up to
the time when the Leader of the Opposition — ‘the
Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition’ as written in the
bill — is consulted on the appointment? For example,
will the government be following the guidelines for
public appointments that the State Services Authority
has and/or will it be an open and transparent process
with regard to recruitment, expressions of interest and
calls for nominations for the role of the Commissioner?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — As I
indicated, the government is committed to establishing
IBAC and appointing an IBAC Commissioner as soon
as possible and practical following the passage of this
bill. As I also indicated, the consultation process in the
IBAC bill for the inaugural appointment of the
Commissioner is modelled on similar processes for
inaugural appointments in the legislation establishing
anticorruption bodies in Queensland and Western
Australia. I also note that the appointment of the
Commissioner is provided for in clause 14 in terms of
who is eligible for that appointment.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — That
was not the question I asked. I asked a question about
the process leading up to a name coming forward. With
respect, I know what is in clause 14. I know what is in
all the clauses of the bill. I know who is eligible to be a
Commissioner. I am asking about something which is
not in the bill but which is important and apposite to the
bill. What process will be followed by the government
for the appointment of a person to this very important
role of Commissioner of IBAC?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I think it is
important to read clause 14(2). It says an eligible
person:
(a) is or has been, or is qualified for appointment as, a judge
of —
(i)

the High Court; or

(ii) the Federal Court; or
(iii) the Supreme Court of Victoria or of the
Commonwealth or of another State or a Territory.

INDEPENDENT BROAD-BASED ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMISSION BILL 2011
Tuesday, 22 November 2011

COUNCIL

(b) is not a member of the Parliament of Victoria or of the
Commonwealth or of another State or a Territory.

There is also subclause (3), which I will not read.
Again, in the legislation the appointment will be a
similar process to what occurs in Queensland and
Western Australia. I am advised that there is an
executive search process well under way.
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Davis, Mr P.
Drum, Mr
Elsbury, Mr (Teller)
Finn, Mr
Guy, Mr

Ondarchie, Mr
Petrovich, Mrs
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr

Darveniza, Ms

Kronberg, Mrs

Pair
Amendment negatived.

Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — The
minister says there is a search process under way.
Could he give details as to that search process? Is that
an open call for nominations for that position? Is it
open, transparent and public?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — As I
indicated, there is an executive search process well
under way, which is consistent with the appointment of
senior executives to positions like this, and as I said, the
processes for the inaugural appointment are the
processes that were applied in the establishment of the
anticorruption bodies in Queensland and Western
Australia.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — In the
guidelines for public appointments, there are different
levels for the appointment of persons to public office.
Some of those are required to go to cabinet. Will this
particular appointment need to go to cabinet?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — This will be a
Governor in Council appointment in accordance with
the normal processes of appointments via the Governor
in Council.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I will put
Mr Pakula’s amendment 2 and advise the committee
that I regard it as a test of his amendment 1.
Committee divided on amendment 2:
Ayes, 18
Barber, Mr
Broad, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Hartland, Ms (Teller)
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr
Mikakos, Ms

Pakula, Mr
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Scheffer, Mr (Teller)
Somyurek, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms
Viney, Mr

Noes, 20
Atkinson, Mr
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr D.

Hall, Mr (Teller)
Koch, Mr
Lovell, Ms
O’Brien, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr

Clause agreed to; clauses 16 to 30 agreed to.
Clause 31
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
Clause 31 deals with oaths and affirmations. With
regard to employees it says an employee ‘must’ take an
oath or affirmation, and in regard to contractors and
consultants it says they ‘may’ take an oath or
affirmation. Can the minister explain why consultants
and contractors that the IBAC Commissioner can
engage as a result of the powers given to the
Commissioner by this bill are not required to take the
oath or affirmation that IBAC staff are required to take?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — Clause 31(1)
says that before commencing employment a person
referred to in clause 29 must take an oath. Clause 29
refers to any employees that are necessary for the
purposes of this proposed act. It also says IBAC may
enter into agreements or arrangements for the use of the
services of other staff — —
Hon. M. P. Pakula — I told you that.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — Yes, I am just
explaining the ‘must’. In terms of clause 31(2), which
says IBAC ‘may require a person engaged under
section 29(2) or 30’, IBAC would make the
determination as to that consultant or person engaged
under clause 29(2).
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
The minister in his answer just told me what I had just
told the minister. In my question I had said what the
minister just said. My question was: why is that the
case? Why is it that employees must take an oath, but
with respect to contractors or consultants it is only a
‘may’? It is no good the minister telling me that,
because that is what I just said. Now I would like to
know why that is the case.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I have
answered the question about why one is a ‘must’ and
one is a ‘may’. The answer is that IBAC may require an
oath or affirmation, whereas under clause 31(1), before
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commencing employment with IBAC a person referred
to in clause 29 must take an oath or affirmation. It is
clearly different, and it is for IBAC to determine.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister. I know it is for IBAC to determine. I
understand that. I am asking the minister why that is the
case. Why would it not be the case that all people who
work at IBAC, whether they be employees, contractors
or consultants, must take an oath? Why is it left to the
discretion of IBAC? That is my question.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I reiterate my
previous answer. Just to clarify further, the advice is
that a broad range of people are caught under
clause 31(2), and that is an appropriate matter for IBAC
to determine.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
will not press that question. It is clear where it is
heading and that the minister will just continue to refuse
to answer. I will ask instead: will those people — that
is, consultants or contractors — be regulated by any of
the provisions of the Public Administration Act 2004
and, if not, why not?
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paragraphs in media releases that do not actually
answer the question that has been put. I cannot require
the minister to answer in a particular way, but I remind
the minister that that is the purpose of the committee
stage. It is 3 o’clock in the morning, and we have spent
a considerable amount of time during the hours in this
committee stage in toing and froing with questions and
answers that are simply not matching up. I invite
Mr Pakula to pursue further questions.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
We could have got through this committee stage about
an hour and a half ago, taking up the Deputy
President’s point, if the minister had answered my
questions the first time in regard to each of the
matters — —
Ms Pennicuik — And mine.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — And Ms Pennicuik’s
questions. The only reason this committee stage has
taken as long as it has is that on each and every issue
we have had to ask the minister four or five times for an
answer. As Roberto Durán said in his fight with Sugar
Ray Leonard, no más.
Clause agreed to; clauses 32 to 43 agreed to.

Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — The Public
Administration Act 2004 refers to staff and is specific.
The issue Mr Pakula is referring to under clause 31(2),
as I said, relates to a broad range of people caught
within that area, and again it is appropriate for IBAC to
determine who may be required to take an oath or make
an affirmation under that provision.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — Is
that a ‘No’ from the minister — that they are not
covered by the Public Administration Act 2004?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — My learned
colleague here says it depends on who they are. It is
clear within clause 31 that IBAC will determine that, as
appropriate, within the broad range of people caught
within clause 31(2).
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! The
President, in a previous life as Deputy President,
frequently reminded ministers after lengthy committee
stages that the purpose of the committee stage is to
enable members to elicit the policy reasons, the
background or the explanations for the provisions in
bills. As the President in his previous position as
Deputy President said, it extends the committee stage
and is not particularly helpful if answers are
consistently simply stating clauses in bills or

Clause 44
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) —
Clause 44 amends the Whistleblowers Protection Act
2001 to establish that IBAC and an IBAC officer or any
other person engaged is not a public body or officer for
the purposes of the act. This will ensure that IBAC is
not subject to that act. Does that mean that an IBAC
officer cannot be a whistleblower within IBAC?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — The advice I
have is that the Whistleblowers Protection Act 2001
does not apply to an IBAC officer within the meaning
of the act, and that it is because of the oversight of the
inspectorate and also because of parliamentary
committee oversight.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — That
concerns me. Usually when wrongdoing occurs in an
organisation it is uncovered because someone blows the
whistle. It is not always uncovered by an external body
looking into it because it is not necessarily seeing it or
finding it or having it reported. If a person who is an
IBAC staff member cannot blow the whistle on
something they may see happening within IBAC, that
raises serious concerns about the integrity of the
integrity body. I want the minister to be pretty sure that
what he is telling me is correct.
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Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — The coalition
government intends to consider further legislation
providing for protection to IBAC whistleblowers. It is
intended that the Victorian Inspectorate will receive
whistleblower complaints about IBAC when its full
range of functions and powers are implemented.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I
need to be clear that the Inspector can receive
complaints about IBAC from persons within IBAC.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — As I
indicated, the amendment is as provided in the bill. I
have also indicated that the government will consider
further legislation providing for the protection of IBAC
whistleblowers. We have not gone to the Victorian
Inspectorate Bill 2011, where we can explore that
further, but it is intended that the Victorian Inspectorate
will receive whistleblower complaints about IBAC
when its full range of functions and powers are
implemented, as I said.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — This
is an important issue. Is the minister saying that under
the bill a staff member of IBAC who wants to blow the
whistle on conduct within IBAC is not protected by the
Whistleblowers Protection Act?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — As I
indicated, the government will consider further
legislation to provide protection for IBAC
whistleblowers; I have said that.
Ms Pennicuik interjected.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — It is intended that the
Victorian Inspectorate will receive whistleblower
complaints about IBAC when its full range of functions
and powers are implemented.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — Just
to be clear, because it is not quite clear and it is an
important point, am I to infer from that that they do not
have protection now, because the minister is suggesting
the government is going to legislate to ensure that they
do have protection? I have to infer from that that they
do not have protection under this bill. Is that correct?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — It was
advised that in the context of the bill before the
chamber I have provided surplus information that
would indicate where our position will lie in terms of
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the protection of IBAC whistleblowers, and I think it is
very clear what we intend to do.
Committee divided on clause:
Ayes, 20
Atkinson, Mr
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr D.
Davis, Mr P.
Drum, Mr
Elsbury, Mr
Finn, Mr
Guy, Mr

Hall, Mr
Koch, Mr
Lovell, Ms
O’Brien, Mr (Teller)
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr (Teller)
Petrovich, Mrs
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr

Noes, 18
Barber, Mr (Teller)
Broad, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Hartland, Ms
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr
Mikakos, Ms

Pakula, Mr
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Scheffer, Mr
Somyurek, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr (Teller)
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms
Viney, Mr

Pair
Kronberg, Mrs

Darveniza, Ms

Clause agreed to.
Clause 45 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Report adopted.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Water: charges
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — The
matter I raise in the adjournment debate tonight is for
the attention of the Treasurer. It relates to dividends
from water authorities, particularly the status of the
$654 million annual security payment factored into
water premiums by the Essential Services Commission
which has obviously not been charged, at this stage,

ADJOURNMENT
5416

COUNCIL

because the desalination plant is not yet on stream.
Under the contract entered into by the previous
government, these charges are not paid until the water
is actually delivered.
The action I am seeking from the Treasurer is for him
to give a clear and coherent statement when the
dividends are struck on the water authorities as to
whether or not all or any of the $654 million first-year
annual security payments or the pro rata amount will be
gouged out of the water authorities as a dividend for the
government — —
Mr Drum — Gouged?
Mr LENDERS — Yes, Mr Drum, gouged, because
if the water authorities are billing Melbourne water
users for seven-twelfths of $654 million and that
payment has not been made, then those authorities,
presumably, will have a super profit. If the state of
Victoria is going to take half of that as a dividend, then
that is gouging Melbourne water consumers.
I say this particularly on the basis of a government that
is endlessly lamenting the desalination plant contract
which has actually protected taxpayers. If it then goes
on to gouge part of that $654 million as a dividend, it is
more than appropriate, I suggest, for the Treasurer to
make absolutely clear in his determination when he sets
the dividends in relation to the water authorities,
including Melbourne Water and the three urban
retailers, whether or not he is taking this into account.
The action I seek from the Treasurer is a clear and
transparent determination that does not gouge
Melbourne Water users and take short-term advantage
from a charge that is not being charged because the
desalination plant is not ready.

V/Line: customer service
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister
for Public Transport. It relates to a couple of customer
service issues on the V/Line system, a system which I
generally find to be a very good service. I have received
two reports from commuters, which I hope the minister
will be able to take some action on. First of all, in
relation to Rockbank railway station, a commuter
reported that he was waiting on the station at
platform 1, hoping to travel to the MCG on a Friday
evening. A woman was also on the same platform.
Platform 2 was deserted in this instance because the
trains always depart from platform 1 in both directions.
The train, however, pulled in to platform 2.
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The customer reports that he and the woman headed for
the end of the platform with the intention of crossing
behind their train. They managed to get through the
emergency gate because it was broken. They crossed
both lines and got through the other emergency gate,
which was not broken. Just as they got onto the
platform an express train came racing through. The
person reports that he still gets cold chills recalling it,
because clearly that was a near miss, but the customers
were put in a position where they would have missed
their train and their entire outing if they had not made
that rapid move to the other platform. There are no
platform announcements at Rockbank. The customer
reported that he had previously called customer service
to verify the correct platform but that the train had
changed its behaviour.
The other issue in relation to customer service at
V/Line concerns requests for bookings and whether
they can be made in advance. A customer reported that
he tried to book a return rail journey from Melbourne to
Beechworth at the Flinders Street V/Line ticket office.
He gave the booking clerk a written list of the details of
the return journey for later in the month. The clerk had
to look at two timetables and make a telephone call
while the queue of people waiting to be served
lengthened. After 12 minutes he shrugged his shoulders
and the customer walked away without a booking. The
customer noted that it is possible to buy a return ticket
to London online but that the same cannot be done for a
V/Line train ticket. I ask the minister whether that
aspect of customer service can also be addressed.

Schools: Torquay
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — My
adjournment matter in the early hours of this morning is
directed to the Minister for Education. It is in relation to
a new Torquay primary school. At present Torquay
College has approximately 820 students enrolled in
prep through to grade 6, making it, as I understand, the
largest primary school in Victoria. Each year an
average of 120 prep students enrol at Torquay College,
meaning that by 2013 there will be over 1000 preps to
grade 6 students at the college. The Surf Coast Shire
Council projects that there will be a 6.6 per cent growth
rate per annum over the next 15 years, a number that
will include young families.
In the lead-up to the last state election both the Labor
and Liberal parties promised to build another state
primary school in Torquay, and this year the coalition
government set aside $5 million to purchase land for
the new school. My concern is that the $5 million set
aside will not be sufficient to purchase the land, so I am
seeking from the minister — —

ADJOURNMENT
Tuesday, 22 November 2011

COUNCIL

The PRESIDENT — Order! I seem to recall that
the member raised the same matter on a previous
occasion.
Ms TIERNEY — No, on the other occasion my
request was for the secondary college. This request is
for the promised new primary school. I am concerned
that the $5 million set aside by the coalition
government will not be enough, given land prices in the
Torquay area. There is some speculation, particularly
by parents who are contacting my office, that this
funding will only provide for something like an oval
and not a school.
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government have a duty to listen to the views of local
people before any decisions are made by the
government about routes for the bypass road. The
electors of northern Victoria deserve to be fully
informed about the Baillieu-Ryan government’s
intentions in relation to the promised Kilmore-Wallan
bypass road, and I call on the Minister for Roads to take
personal responsibility and attend public meetings to
hear community concerns firsthand.

Responses

Wallan-Kilmore bypass: construction

Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I have
written responses for matters raised in the adjournment
debate by Mrs Peulich on 1 June, Mr Drum on
18 August, Ms Pulford on 30 August, Mr Drum on
13 October, Mr Ramsay on 13 October, Mr Lenders on
26 October, Mr O’Donohue on 26 October, Ms Crozier
on 27 October, Mr Somyurek on 27 October and
Mr Leane on 27 October. There are 10 responses
altogether.

Ms BROAD (Northern Victoria) — My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister
for Roads. As a result of the Baillieu-Ryan election
promise to construct a bypass road from the Hume
Freeway to the Northern Highway north of Kilmore,
VicRoads is now charged with the responsibility of
commissioning planning studies to determine the route
for the bypass road.

Mr Lenders raised a matter for the Treasurer
concerning dividends from water authorities. I was
surprised at his language, given his history as a
Treasurer who raised to a new level the taking of
significant dividends. He also oversaw the desalination
process, which is a significant cost to the state.
Nonetheless, I will faithfully pass his matter on to the
Treasurer.

Despite the government’s election promise to construct
a bypass road to the north of Kilmore, hundreds of
households to the east of Kilmore have recently been
informed that they may be directly affected by route
options to the east of Kilmore. These householders,
who never believed they might be affected by the
bypass, are now struggling to come to terms with
information about planning studies, flora and fauna
studies, compulsory acquisition procedures and the
Land Acquisition and Compensation Act 1986. Some
landowners who are planning new homes are
potentially affected, including landowners I have
visited and listened to together with the shadow
Minister for Roads. In the last week alone, two
community meetings have been held involving
hundreds of affected landowners, many of whom are
frankly horrified at what they may be facing.
Understandably emotions are running high, and there
are a range of views about preferred routes.

Mr Barber raised matters concerning public transport:
two matters under the heading of customer service. One
concerns a V/Line train at Rockbank, where there were
insufficient announcements and also it seems to me
without having investigated the incident, some
confusion. I will make sure that that matter is passed on
to the Minister for Public Transport. The other matter,
which also comes under the banner of customer service,
relates to advance bookings. The member used the
example of the Melbourne–Beechworth service and the
fact that bookings for that service cannot be made
online. I accept his point that this facility is not
available online. Mr Barber suggested that
improvements be made in that regard. I will also pass
that on to the Minister for Public Transport.

I ask that the minister inform me and members of the
Torquay community when the new primary school will
be built in Torquay to alleviate the pressures on
Torquay College and particularly where the school will
be located.

The Baillieu-Ryan government is entirely responsible
for creating this situation, and it has a responsibility to
explain to the people of Kilmore and Wallan why a
promised bypass to the north has been converted into a
bypass to the east. In addition, members of the

Ms Tierney raised a matter for the Minister for
Education concerning the Torquay primary school and
pointed to the growth in population in the Surf Coast
area. I think this is well known and well understood.
Significant effort is going into catching up on the lack
of planning over the last 11 years. I know this is
occurring in all portfolio areas. People are aware of the
significant growth in population that Ms Tierney has
correctly pointed to. She also pointed to the $5 million
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that has been set aside by the state government to
honour an election commitment concerning land for the
new primary school.
I am personally not aware of the details of that, but I
will pass the matter on to the Minister for Education to
enable him to inform the community of what is
happening with that. However, I can give Ms Tierney
an assurance that the Minister for Education will be
honouring the government’s election commitments. He
takes seriously those commitments to the Assembly
electorate of South Barwon and related areas on the
Surf Coast. I know he has been in contact with
Mr Koch and the new member for South Barwon, and I
know he will give this matter his close attention. I am
sure he has already considered the matter.
Ms Broad raised a matter for the Minister for Roads
concerning the bypass at Kilmore. I understand this is
something the minister will give his attention to. Indeed
I understand that he is currently giving it his attention. I
make the point here that Ms Broad herself correctly
pointed to the consultation process that is occurring,
and I know the minister is determined to undertake
proper and complete community consultation. I will
pass that matter on to him and ensure that he is able to
give it his attention.
The PRESIDENT — Order! The house stands
adjourned.
House adjourned 3.27 a.m. (Wednesday).
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Wednesday, 23 November 2011
The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. N. Atkinson) took the
chair at 9.33 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETITIONS
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child care to undertake tasks that benefit the family and allow
them to take a break.
The petitioners therefore request that the Baillieu government
reinstate funding for the Take a Break occasional child-care
program.

By Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria)
(21 signatures).

Following petitions presented to house:
Laid on table.

Victorian certificate of applied learning:
funding

PAPERS

To the Legislative Council of Victoria:
This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Council the state
government’s axing of $48 million funding for the Victorian
certificate of applied learning program.

Laid on table by Clerk:
Auditor-General’s Reports on —
Local government: Results of the 2010–11 audits,
November 2011.

In particular, we note:
1.

VCAL provides an important learning alternative to the
VCE for students across Victoria.

2.

Secondary schools stand to lose up to $125 000 in
funding which will impact heavily on teachers expected
to deliver the support and services despite having
inadequate time and resources to do so.

3.

Funding has been axed despite strong objections from
principals, teachers, parents and students across Victoria.

The petitioners therefore request that the state government
immediately reverses its decision and restores funding to this
vital program as a matter of urgency.

Portfolio departments and associated entities: Results of
the 2010–11 audits, November 2011.
Ombudsman — Report on the investigation into ICT-enabled
projects, November 2011.
Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of Approval
of the following amendments to planning schemes:
Bass Coast Planning Scheme — Amendment C103.
East Gippsland Planning Scheme — Amendment C96.
Glen Eira Planning Scheme — Amendment C92.
Mansfield Planning Scheme — Amendment C22.

By Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan)
(111 signatures).

Monash Planning Scheme — Amendments C90
and C97.

Laid on table.

Victoria Planning Provisions — Amendments VC83
and VC86.

Children: Take a Break program
To the Legislative Council of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws to
the attention of the Legislative Council that funding for the
Take a Break occasional child-care program, which is provided
at more than 220 neighbourhood houses and community
centres across Victoria, will cease after 31 December 2011.
The Take a Break occasional child-care program allows parents
and guardians to participate in activities including employment,
study, recreational classes and voluntary community activities
while their children socialise and interact with other children in
an early-learning environment.
Full funding for the program was provided by the previous state
labor government but will not be continued by the Baillieu
government beyond December 2011.
The cut to funding will mean that families across Victoria will
be unable to access affordable, community-based occasional

Ordered that notice of approval of Victoria
planning provisions amendment VC83 be
considered next day on motion of Mr BARBER
(Northern Metropolitan).

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Standing orders
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — By
leave, I move:
That standing order 5.02(3) be suspended to the extent
necessary to enable questions without notice and answers to
questions on notice to be taken at 2.00 p.m. on Thursday,
24 November 2011.

Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — The
opposition supports this motion. For the record, we
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were extraordinarily critical of the government for
abridging the proceedings of the house during the last
royal visit. I say to the government that this approach
when a major — —
An honourable member interjected.
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sacrifice of those who served with the First Australian
Imperial Force and who had died on the battlefields in
Gallipoli, Europe and the Middle East. After World
War II this was changed to Remembrance Day to
commemorate all those who suffered or died in wars
and conflicts.

Mr LENDERS — This is a serious response and
offer of cooperation. When a major event occurs and
the government seeks cooperation to deal with
ministerial arrangements and the sitting of the house
around it, we on this side will cooperate. I congratulate
the government on using this as a way of dealing with
events like this rather than the way it happened during
the last visit. We support the motion.

It is heartening to see that local schoolchildren and the
community in general continue to observe the minute of
silence with a sense of pride and respect. This shows
that the observance of Remembrance Day will continue
and become stronger. The observation of silence at
11.00 a.m. demonstrates a mark of respect to those who
have died and suffered and provides a time to reflect on
the loss and suffering caused by war.

The PRESIDENT — Order! I take this opportunity
to mention that I sent out a notice, co-signed by the
Speaker. The relevance of this motion, as most
members would be aware, is that there will be a visit of
some dignitaries to Parliament House tomorrow. I reemphasise, as I have to the press gallery, that this is a
private function that has been organised by the Cancer
Council Victoria. We are delighted to have the
dignitaries attending the Parliament, but attendance at
the actual event is strictly by invitation from the Cancer
Council. The press gallery has been advised that the
only members of the press who will have access to the
facilities of the Parliament where the dignitaries are
going to be are those who have been accredited by
protocol and other parties associated with the visit.

What made this Remembrance Day so poignant for me
was my reflecting on the soldiers who have more
recently fallen, like Captain Bryce Duffy, who was
aged 26, Corporal Ashley Birt, who was aged 22, and
Lance Corporal Luke Gavin, who was aged 29 —
reflecting on the great sacrifice that they made and the
sacrifice that every service person makes for this
country in the course of their duty. I thank the Noble
Park RSL for providing me with the opportunity to
participate in the moving ceremony and for ensuring
that our community remembers those who have made
such significant sacrifices.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Remembrance Day
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
had the honour of attending the Remembrance Day
service at the Noble Park RSL along with my
colleagues Mr Jennings and Mr Holding, the member
for Lyndhurst in the other place. Remembrance Day
provides an opportunity to remember and reflect on all
men and women who have sacrificed their lives or
suffered in wars and conflicts. On 11 November the
official end of World War I was marked. On that date
in 1918 hostilities formally ended at the 11th hour of
the 11th day of the 11th month with the Germans
signing the armistice.
On the first anniversary of the armistice, at the request
of King George V, the commonwealth was asked to
suspend activities for 2 minutes. On the second
anniversary the burial of the Unknown Soldier added
further significance. Initially we remembered the

Housing: Richmond estate
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
One of my early initiatives as housing minister was to
give police access to a unit on the Richmond estate as a
way of tackling the drug scourge that terrified some
tenants. It is wonderful to see the positive response
from police in this week’s Melbourne Leader
Docklands edition. The command post in Williams
Court gives police access to video streaming around the
area and gives them a base from which they can patrol
the estate, looking out for trouble before it happens. It
shows residents that this government cares about their
safety and that we are working with them to take the
estate back from drug dealers and users.
The Melbourne Leader article quotes Sergeant Bill
Brown speaking of an incident where one man walked
out of a lift on the estate to find a police officer in the
foyer. In a panic the man reached into his pocket and
pulled out a package of heroin and threw it on the
ground. Police estimated its street value at between
$7000 and $10 000.
This is a win for police and a win for tenants on the
Richmond estate. Make no mistake: this command post
is making a real difference to vulnerable families, who
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have had enough of the drug trade that is operating
around their homes. The article also says the Baillieu
government’s initiative of a command post and closedcircuit television monitoring has helped save lives and
has made people feel safer. It is time for those Labor
members who are opposed to it to stop playing politics,
wake up and back this lifesaving initiative that has such
strong support from police and residents.

Carbon tax: members comments
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — I wish to raise
comments that were made in a contribution in this
house in the last sitting week. They were in relation to
Alcoa being a large philanthropic organisation. It was
stated that Alcoa was not in a position to donate to
schools programs like the KIDS Foundation in Ballarat
because of the costs of the carbon tax. That was a fairly
serious allegation that was made, and it motivated me
and my office to contact the government relations
officer at Alcoa for a response. The response on the
telephone was that that was not the case. We then
sought a written response, and the response from
Alcoa’s Victorian operations states:
… Alcoa’s Victorian operations have come under significant
pressure due to the strength of the Australian dollar, higher
input costs and a low international aluminium price.

This has resulted in a reduction in discretionary
spending such as sponsorships and partnerships.
Nowhere in Alcoa’s response are the words ‘carbon
tax’ mentioned. The comments made in the last sitting
week cannot go unchecked. Alcoa is an important asset
for the Victorian economy through many avenues,
including its philanthropic contributions. It is not an
organisation to be used politically by any member of
this house to conjure up false and misleading
statements to suit a disingenuous and deceitful anticarbon tax campaign.

Whittlesea Secondary College: bushfire
memorial
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
was honoured and privileged on Sunday last to attend
the opening of the bushfire memorial rotunda at
Whittlesea Secondary College. Members might recall
that after a visit I made there in February this year the
school captains, Brittany and Anthony, shared with me
the fact that there was a funding shortfall for their
rotunda. The Minister for Education, Martin Dixon,
was kind enough to provide $10 000 to finish the
project. It is a sacred space; it is a quiet space; it
honours and provides memories of those who tragically
passed away in the Black Saturday bushfires.
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I thank principal Terry Twomey for his leadership.
Importantly, Terry Twomey, college chaplain Ian
Findley and Cr Rex Griffin, mayor of the City of
Whittlesea, all got together to help to make this project
happen. The designers and builders were fabulous. It is
a reminder of the tragic loss on the Black Saturday of
2009. I remind members that whilst the physical rebuild
is well under way, the emotional rebuild still has a long
way to go. Our love and our prayers for all those
Victorians affected by the awful fires remain. We
mourn, we remember, we care and we continue our
support.

Environment Defenders Office:
20th anniversary
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — On
10 November I attended the 20th anniversary party of
the Environment Defenders Office. The EDO is an
organisation that I have supported over the years, as
have many others in the community. The EDO is an
independent, not-for-profit, community legal service
that specialises in public interest environmental law. Its
important work aims to redress the imbalance in
financial resources and access to legal resources that
exist for individuals, the community and conservation
groups compared with government and business.
The EDO works to defend and enhance our natural
heritage and to protect the right of people to a healthy
environment. It provides high-quality legal services to
the community, defends the existing environmental
laws and works to improve their implementation. It
provides that legal advice and representation to
individuals, community groups and conservation
organisations that are working to protect and enhance
their local environment and to prosecute environmental
issues against the government and/or business. I would
like to pay tribute to the current staff and volunteers of
EDO led by Brendan Sykes, and to all the people who
have worked for it, worked with it and supported it over
the last 20 years.

Rail: Pakenham level crossing
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) — One of the
issues I raised in opposition was the need for a second
crossing over the railway line on the western side of
McGregor Road, Pakenham. This was something
which the member for Bass in the Assembly and I
lobbied for in opposition. I was pleased that after a visit
by the then shadow Minister for Public Transport,
Mr Mulder, the construction of a new pedestrian
crossing on the western side of McGregor Road
became one of the coalition’s election commitments
prior to the 2010 state election.
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As members may recall, funding for this important
project was provided in the first Baillieu budget. I am
pleased to advise the house that works on this project
have now commenced. This is a very important project
for the residents of Heritage Springs and other
residential estates south of the railway line. It will allow
schoolchildren to navigate the crossing of the railway
line in a much safer way than they have been able to
with the increased traffic volumes on McGregor Road.
The new crossing will include paving, automatic
electric gates and fences. It will comply with standards
set out in the Disability Discrimination Act 1992. This
is a great local project that will make a real difference
to the safety of who walk to and from school or
otherwise wish to navigate their way across the railway
line on the western side of McGregor Road. I am very
pleased to see that works are now under way.

Youth: Making Links mentoring program
Ms DARVENIZA (Northern Victoria) — I was
very pleased last Tuesday to attend the Making Links
certificate presentation at the Shepparton KidsTown
complex, where we saw 16 young people successfully
graduate from the Making Links mentoring program.
This is a terrific program. It is a low-cost, high-impact
program that helps disadvantaged, at-risk young
Victorians to re-engage with study or employment by
pairing them with adults in their chosen field; those
adults are mentors, so it is a mentoring program. The
16 young people who graduated last Tuesday attended
the graduation along with their families, friends and
mentors and not only received their certificates but also
talked about the valuable experience and support that
they gained by participating in the program.
The Making Links program helps many at-risk young
people to re-engage with their study and employment,
and it is very disappointing that the Baillieu
government is stripping back from some of Victoria’s
most vulnerable young people any mentoring
opportunities they might have by withdrawing
$3.9 million from the mentoring and capacity-building
program of which this Making Links program is part.
I congratulate those 16 young people on successfully
graduating and the mentors for being part of the
program.

Sacred Heart Mission: rooming house
exhibition
Mrs COOTE (Southern Metropolitan) — In
Queen’s Hall at the moment we have a wonderful art
exhibition. It is called Defining Us — Our Life. Our
Dreams. Our Journey., and it is an installation of
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60 artworks by 12 resident artists of the Sacred Heart
Mission Queens Road rooming house. I encourage
everyone to have a look at the excellent exhibition of
work done by people who live in the Queens Road
rooming house.
The Queens Road Rooming House Plus Project is
designed to help people break the cycle of
homelessness by providing residents with stable, longterm accommodation and support to maintain their
housing. Many people who live at the rooming house
have a range of complex and often multiple needs
including mental health issues and substance abuse.
These are the artists whose work is displayed in
Queen’s Hall at the moment. Their work is for sale, and
I suggest to members that it would look good in their
electorate offices.
The arts studio at the Queens Road rooming house is
part of the Social Inclusion program. As well as art and
music, this program includes sport and recreation
activities, and learning community living skills. In
August of this year the Minister for Mental Health,
Mary Wooldridge, gave $220 000 in funding and
support for vulnerable individuals and families. This
new money enabled greater coordination of services for
residents at Sacred Heart Mission’s Rooming House
Plus Project, such as linking in mental health, drug and
alcohol, and other welfare services, combined with
stable accommodation, to meet a wide range of needs.
Ms Wooldridge said at the time:
This is an important accommodation option in the inner south
of Melbourne and provides accommodation and support to
67 of our most vulnerable Victorians with a mental illness.

I encourage everyone to look at this excellent art
exhibition.

World Diabetes Day
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — Monday
of last week marked the 20th year of World Diabetes
Day. World Diabetes Day is a global awareness
campaign which was introduced in 1991 by the
International Diabetes Federation and the World Health
Organisation in response to the significant numbers of
people around the world being diagnosed with diabetes.
The alarming number of people being diagnosed with
diabetes that was recognised in 1991 continues at an
even greater rate today. Diabetes is the fastest-growing
chronic condition in Australia, affecting 1.7 million
Australians. Diabetes and its complications are
responsible for large numbers of hospital admissions
and extensive health-care requirements.
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Diabetes is a complex disease that usually has multiple
health impacts, including increasing the risk of heart
disease, kidney disease, blindness and neurological
disease. Diabetes does not discriminate between men
and women and can affect people from all ethnic
backgrounds. In many instances diabetes can be
prevented, and to draw attention to the diabetes health
crisis over 1000 iconic buildings across the world,
including Melbourne’s AAMI Park, were lit up in blue
on World Diabetes Day. Other activities undertaken by
Diabetes Victoria to mark this important day included a
photo competition, a family fun day, an event at
Federation Square with Diabetes Care ambassador
Catherine Freeman, and Diabetes Plus Exercise — an
information session held at the Western Hospital in
Footscray.
I would like to congratulate all those involved in the
organising of these events for the success in
highlighting the devastating effects this insidious
disease can have.

Western Victoria: road tragedy
Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — I would like to
join my colleague Mr Ramsay, and I am sure all
members of the house, in expressing my deepest
condolences for the six young lives that were tragically
lost north of Penshurst on 12 November.
I also express my thanks and appreciation to the police,
State Emergency Services, the Country Fire Authority,
medical personnel and all others who have been tasked
with the very difficult job of responding to such
tragedies and that tragedy in particular, which has
shocked and saddened the whole of south-west Victoria
and indeed the whole of the state.

Country Fire Authority: Wyndham Vale
brigade
Mr O’BRIEN — In relation to the Country Fire
Authority, I would also like to acknowledge and
applaud the newly formed Wyndham Vale CFA
brigade. On 20 November I represented the Deputy
Premier, Peter Ryan, in relation to the formation of that
brigade and also the handing over of a brand-new
$315 000 tanker, which will enable that CFA brigade to
service the district in all its activities through the
coming years.
Since its formation this brigade has attended more than
31 primary incidents, including several house fires,
road crash rescues and 23 support calls. The coalition
government is investing $65.8 million towards 60 new
or upgraded CFA stations and rolling out 101 new

5423

firefighting vehicles this financial year alone as part of
its overall commitment to build and upgrade 250 CFA
stations across Victoria by November 2014.

Mount Victory Road, Halls Gap: reopening
Mr O’BRIEN — I would also like to acknowledge
the work of VicRoads in reopening Mount Victory
Road at Halls Gap on 18 November.

Remembrance Day
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
spent this year’s Remembrance Day, 11 November, in
communion and reflection with many students from
schools across the Maroondah City Council area. The
Maroondah community Remembrance Day ceremony,
held at the Sacred Heart Primary School in Croydon,
opened with a rendition of Amazing Grace by Shannon
Ritchie of Norwood Secondary College, followed by a
flute ensemble by Jessica Marks, Jacqueline Homer,
Jessica Haynes and Chloe Barrett from Croydon
Secondary College. A duet was performed by Ebony
Delmo and Brooke Johnston from Parkwood
Secondary College, followed by members of the Aruma
and junior choirs from Ringwood Secondary College.
One of the most moving parts of the program was the
singing of I Am Australian by students from the
Blackburn Language School. Ellery Weston
represented Heathmont College with Hero and Josh
Gordon from Parkwood Secondary College presented
the Commemoration of the Fallen, followed by Jessica
Baland with The Inquisitive Mind of the Child. Rhys
Colthup from Heathmont College read the Ode of
Remembrance with the Last Post and the Rouse being
played by Liam Whitbourn of Ringwood Secondary
College.
This moving and well-organised event was closed by
the master of ceremonies, Tim Batchelor of Ringwood
Secondary College. My congratulations go to the
planning group. May the spirit of remembrance live on
in the hearts and minds of all those who met that day to
honour the Australian men and women who make the
ultimate sacrifice in wars.

Country Fire Authority: Pastoria brigade
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — On Saturday,
12 November, I had the opportunity to represent the
Deputy Premier, Peter Ryan, at a district called Pastoria
on the outskirts of Kyneton. I had the opportunity to
present to the Pastoria brigade of the Country Fire
Authority (CFA) a new vehicle. It is what is known as a
‘slip-on vehicle’ — a four-wheel drive with a small
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tank on the back. It can access hard-to-reach bushfires
that some larger vehicles are unable to get to because of
the terrain and can help to put out some of the spot fires
that can jump ahead of a major fire.
As Mr O’Brien said earlier, this is just another example
of the coalition’s commitment of $65.8 million to be
spent across the state to improve, upgrade and rebuild
up to 250 CFA stations over the term of this
government, including more than 60 this year. We are
building on Pastoria. We have already been to the
Taradale CFA and to Turriff. We are relying on the
volunteers to do this work for us, and they are relying
on us to give them the support they need to do their
jobs. We are also backing up these upgrades with
equipment grants to the value of $11.6 million so that
the CFA brigades can have the equipment they need.
These upgrades, vehicle grants and equipment grants
show how committed we are to supporting the CFA
and its volunteers.

Tidal River: pioneer commando memorial
Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — I am pleased to
take this opportunity to make some remarks on a
significant event I attended last Sunday at Tidal River
on Wilsons Promontory — that is, the unveiling of the
honour roll at the pioneer commando memorial cairn.
Tidal River is significant in Australia’s military history
as the place where the initial commando training
occurred when the original independent companies
were formed at the start of World War II. The isolated
and rugged terrain of Wilsons Promontory was then
considered to be ideal for training troops who might
fight anywhere from the Libyan deserts to the jungles
of New Guinea. Since 1941 the men who volunteered
for the original commando units and the subsequent
special forces have regarded Tidal River — and since
1964 the cairn at Tidal River — as a monument to the
fallen.
At the cairn last weekend I unveiled a memorial roll
with the names of some 600 deceased commandos.
Those present included Sandy McNab, the sole member
of the 1st Independent Company formed in 1941 to be
there and a colleague of my father. I found the
opportunity to participate in the event of great personal
significance. Importantly families of deceased
commandos were present and were honoured.

Sunbury: postal services
Mrs PETROVICH (Northern Victoria) — Today I
would like to highlight the inadequate postal services in
Sunbury, a growing township in my electorate. For at
least the last two years there has been widespread and
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growing dissatisfaction within the Sunbury community
regarding Australia Post services. Sunbury currently
has a population of approximately 35 000 people. This
rapidly growing area is expected to have a population in
excess of 60 000 by 2030, yet there is still only one post
office to service this community, with queues regularly
stretching out the door. Despite lobbying from the
community, local business groups and the Hume City
Council, Australia Post continues to neglect Sunbury by
providing only one post office. Melton township, with a
population of 35 000, has three post offices, while
Werribee, with a population of 36 000, has two.
Sunbury is clearly being short-changed by Australia
Post and the federal government, and the lack of
adequate postal services is inconveniencing the
community and affecting local businesses. I call on the
Gillard federal government to stop ignoring Sunbury’s
growing needs and support the lobbying of Australia
Post by the Sunbury community and the Hume City
Council for a second post office in Sunbury. I raise this
issue in Parliament to express the frustration of the
people of Sunbury at the delays experienced,
particularly at peak times and on Saturday mornings,
when it is not unusual to wait in queues of 40 people or
more. This growing community is sick of being ignored
by its Labor representatives and deserves better.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I understand there are
some people in the public gallery who have an interest
in the motion that is about to be debated in the
Parliament. We certainly welcome you to the
Parliament and to hear the debate that will ensue. We
have requirements in terms of the operation of the
Parliament, and we ask that people in the gallery do not
become involved in the debate. I am looking forward to
your interest in the debate but not your participation.
Thank you.

COMMUNITY SECTOR: WAGES
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — I move:
That this house —
(1) notes the absolute disdain expressed by LiberalNationals coalition members of this house at the tabling
of petitions, relating to the Australian Services Union’s
(ASU) equal pay test case for community sector
workers, on 30 June 2011;
(2) further notes that the Liberal-Nationals coalition
committed to fully fund any decision of Fair Work
Australia (FWA) arising from the ASU’s equal pay test
case;
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(3) further notes that FWA recently made a landmark
decision recognising the role gender has played in the
undervaluing of work in the community sector; and
(4) calls on Liberal-Nationals members of Parliament to
apologise for misleading community sector workers
about this matter in the lead-up to the election and for
ridiculing the petitions they have submitted to the
Parliament on this important issue.

President, I join with you in welcoming those people
who have had a long involvement in this campaign to
listen to our discussion about these matters, which very
much relate to their employment. I certainly join you,
President, in expressing that sentiment, because
although their attendance in the gallery means they
cannot participate in the debate right here and right
now, I am confident that all the people who are with us
today have been participating in this debate in other
places over many years and indeed decades. The
question of equal pay has a long history in Victoria and
Australia.
Just to provide some context to this motion, which I put
on the notice paper on 30 June, a number of my
colleagues tabled petitions in this place on that day:
Ms Darveniza, Mr Eideh, Mr Elasmar, Mr Jennings,
Mr Leane — in his own name and for Ms Broad —
Mr Lenders, Mr Pakula, Mr Scheffer, Mr Somyurek,
Mr Tarlamis, Mr Tee and Ms Tierney. We presented a
number of petitions from certain citizens requesting that
the government support the community sector by
committing to properly fund the pay increase that will
result from the Australian Services Union’s equal
remuneration case. I did not walk into the chamber on
that day planning to put this motion on the notice paper,
but I was moved to do so because I was very offended
by the jeering, interjections and heckling from
government members as the petitions were being
tabled. I know that some time has passed since then,
and people’s memories of that may have faded, but that
is the context in which the motion was moved.
Today it is very timely that we can discuss this motion
and the matters it pertains to in some detail, so I am
very pleased for the opportunity to talk about this
important issue that affects many tens of thousands of
Victorian SACS (social and community services) sector
employees but also probably equal numbers of people
who rely on the work that they do and equal numbers of
family members who live in a household that is
supported by the incomes that they earn. This is
something of great importance to many Victorians.
It is also timely because just last week in Victoria we
celebrated the centenary of women voting. We have
come a long way in our endeavour for women to have
equal and full participation in society, but particularly
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in the area of pay equity for those working in the social
and community services sector there is still a little way
to go. There has been a great deal of work done, and on
16 May this year there was what can perhaps be
described as a breakthrough moment. The full bench of
Fair Work Australia concluded that workers in the
social and community services sector do not receive
equal remuneration when compared with workers in
state and local government employment. In that
position the full bench said:
… we have concluded that for employees in the SACS
industry there is not equal remuneration for men and women
workers for work of equal or comparable value by
comparison with workers in state and local government
employment. We consider gender has been important in
creating the gap between pay in the SACS industry and pay in
comparable state and local government employment. And, in
order to give effect to the equal remuneration provisions, the
proper approach is to attempt to identify the extent to which
gender has inhibited wages growth in the SACS industry and
to mould a remedy which addresses that situation.

The full bench of Fair Work Australia went on to
suggest that further information about the remedy
would assist in any further deliberations, and the parties
were sent away to do a little more work on this and to
try to come to a resolution. The hard work has
continued over the six months since that period, and on
10 November the commonwealth government, Prime
Minister Julia Gillard and the Australian Services
Union announced an agreement on how pay inequity
could be remedied for SACS workers. As part of that
the commonwealth government has committed to
provide in the order of $2 billion for SACS workers to
make up what is a significant shortfall.
Mr Lenders — Hopefully the state will honour its
election commitment and match it.
Ms PULFORD — I would certainly be hoping that
too, Mr Lenders, and I am sure that the many tens of
thousands of SACS workers in Victoria are similarly
waiting with bated breath for the Victorian
government’s response to this significant news. The
Victorian government has now had an opportunity to
acquaint itself with the details, because that joint
submission of the commonwealth and the Australian
Services Union was submitted to Fair Work Australia
on 17 November.
This motion refers to the Australian Services Union,
and it has been the lead organisation representing
SACS workers in Victoria. Indeed some of this had its
origins in a test case in Queensland. It is also important
to note the contribution and involvement of the Health
and Community Services Union and its members,
particularly in the disability sector, and members of the
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Australian Education Union. There has been a
collaborative approach over many years. There are
other workers who are to be credited for their role in
what has been a long, important and ultimately very
historic fight for pay justice in this country.
The SACS industry is perhaps most succinctly
described in that May decision of Fair Work Australia.
It characterised the SACS industry as being made up of
the following sectors: disability services, youth and
children’s services, community centres, women’s
services, family support services, community legal
centres, home and community care services, drug and
alcohol services, community housing services,
specialist health services, peak organisations,
indigenous services, tenancy services and mental health
services. As members will know, people working in
these sectors are on the front line of service delivery in
many areas of state government responsibility and
administration. The commonwealth’s share of this is
through agency agreements in the areas it is responsible
for, but the commonwealth’s response to this is only
one part of the equation.
Fair Work Australia went on to break down a number
of the sectors into further distinct areas, including
residential accommodation, day services, home-based
services and case management; youth and children’s
services involving activities in disadvantaged areas,
out-of-home care, supported accommodation and
community social housing, domestic violence
counselling and support, and resilience-building
programs in our schools; and health and legal services,
sexual assault counselling, support for women escaping
domestic violence, including emergency
accommodation services, and support for people
transitioning from our prison system back into the
community. Fair Work Australia noted there was an
incredible diversity of services. People working in these
areas are working in sectors members of state
Parliament will all be very familiar with, because these
workers are absolutely at the forefront of a great deal of
the legislation we consider in this place and the issues
we deal with in our electorates.
It is important to note that the people that SACS
workers are attending to and working with represent
some of the most disadvantaged people in Victoria’s
community; they are people who are isolated, people
who are homeless, people with chronic health
conditions — people experiencing significant
challenges in their lives. It has been noted throughout
the campaign, including in the decisions of Fair Work
Australia and indeed in submissions by state
governments, that there is also a great emotional toll in
a lot of this work. For people who do work for which
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frankly a lot of us probably do not have the intestinal
fortitude to have such an unfair and unjust level of
remuneration is quite something.
In June 2010, around a year before that landmark
decision in May, I was at the ALP state conference, and
it was on that day that the then Premier, John Brumby,
made the first Labor Party election commitment in the
election year. At the conference the Premier announced
that the Victorian government would back Fair Work
Australia’s decision on the pay claim for social workers
and community service workers in the community
sector. At the time Mr Brumby cited organisations such
as Wesley Mission, Yooralla, Melbourne Citymission
and Scope. He said he was proud to announce ‘that a
re-elected Labor government will back Fair Work
Australia’s decision on this pay claim’. Mr Brumby
said:
We will factor in any wage increases to our service
agreements with community service organisations and ensure
those wage increases are passed on to workers.

He went on to talk about the emotionally taxing labour
and the value of the work not being properly reflected
through remuneration for a number of historic reasons.
I know that was a very exciting day for those who had
been campaigning on those issues for years in the
workplaces and in the community more broadly. It was
a very happy occasion. The then Minister for
Community Services, who is now the member for
Bellarine in the other place, Lisa Neville, talked about
the extent to which we understood this case — it would
be easier to get this sentence out if I had not been up
until 3.30 this morning; President, bear with me — —
Mr Leane — You are doing all right.
Ms PULFORD — Thanks, Mr Leane. The then
Minister for Community Services talked about our
expectation that the determination of Fair Work
Australia may in the long run reflect the previous
decision in Queensland where workers obtained wage
rises of between 18 per cent and 37 per cent. On that
day Cath Smith from the Victorian Council of Social
Service said that a pay rise would boost recruitment in
the community sector. She also said that people who
are working in the housing sector cannot afford to buy a
house and people who are working in financial
counselling are finding themselves in financial
hardship. She said it was not viable. She talked about a
real workforce crisis in the social and community
sector.
Later that day in a frenzy of pre-election me-tooism, the
then shadow minister, the member for Doncaster in the
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other place, Mary Wooldridge, was quick out of the
blocks and said that a Baillieu government would also
commit to ‘pay justice’ for the tens of thousands of
workers, and she pledged to match the government’s
commitment if it won office. Ms Wooldridge described
such a move as ‘long overdue’. I think social and
community sector workers in Victoria could probably
have gone to the Victorian election in November 2010
with quite some degree of confidence that, no matter
what the decision of the people at the election, the
Victorian government would be supporting and fully
funding any decision of Fair Work Australia on this
case.

provisions continued to require a comparison to be
undertaken between work performed by women in a
female-dominated industry and comparable work
performed by men in a male-dominated industry. It said
there was a need to engage in a work value assessment
which was gender neutral.

That was in 2010. If we fast forward to 2011, the
opposition spokesperson, Mary Wooldridge, is now the
Minister for Community Services and the then Leader
of the Opposition, Ted Baillieu, is now the Premier of
the state and, in 2011, as in so many other respects,
there has been a little bit of nuancing and a little bit of
back-pedalling from the Victorian government on the
issue of wages and industrial relations. The Victorian
government’s submission to Fair Work Australia
following its decision of May — so this is in the period
when deliberations are focused on a remedy — said
among other things that gender is a reason, but not the
only reason. Gender has, to a limited degree,
contributed to the gap between the prevailing rates of
pay in the SACS sector and rates of pay for employees
in state and local government employment.

The coalition’s submissions on this issue have changed
somewhat since the election. This is another example of
the way the coalition has said one thing on workforce
and industrial relations issues before the election and
another after the election. There have been examples of
that in relation to police negotiations. The coalition
promised that Victorian teachers would be the highest
paid in the commonwealth, but it very quickly backpedalled on that.

To clarify for members who are not quite familiar with
these issues, that was the section of the workforce that
was the comparator to demonstrate the relatively lower
pay of SACS workers. The Victorian government
submission said that accordingly there existed little or
no evidence before Fair Work Australia directed at
establishing the extent to which wages in the SACS
sector were lower than they would otherwise have been
by reason only of gender considerations. The minister
submitted that on the available evidence the only safe
finding open to be made by Fair Work Australia was
that gender had contributed to a limited degree to the
gap. The Victorian government said there was no
material before Fair Work Australia to enable that
portion of the wages disparity to be precisely estimated
or quantified.
Before the election the government was absolutely,
100 per cent, all fired up about pay equity. Then in
2011 there was quite a departure. The difference
between the coalition in opposition and in government
is quite stark. The position in the Baillieu government’s
submission following that decision of May 2011 can be
contrasted to the submission made prior to the election,
in which the Victorian government stated that the

The former Victorian government prior to the May
2011 decision — the Victorian government that I was a
part of — submitted that it accepted that work in the
SACS industry was predominantly undertaken by
women and that the value of such work had not always
been reflected in the pay SACS workers received.

There is also the approach in regard to the bargaining
process involving nurses. Members have seen in the
media parts of the leaked cabinet submission which
outlines an apparent strategy to bring on a dispute with
nurses. The submission flags extraordinary measures.
There have been dysfunctional negotiations going on
with the public sector employees. SACS workers know
from their experience that the coalition has quite a
different attitude to these issues since being in
government compared to its attitude when it was in
opposition and that this attitude is not something that is
limited to their work.
This boils down to a notion of a gender pay gap.
Despite what the Victorian government has submitted
this year, the full bench of Fair Work Australia has
determined that gender is a significant factor. People
working in the SACS sector have known this for a very
long time, the federal government has known it for a
very long time as has the Labor Party in Victoria.
Believe it or not, it has been 42 years since the first
equal pay determination — that is a really long time. In
1969 the former Commonwealth Conciliation and
Arbitration Commission introduced the principle of
equal pay for work of equal value. We can fast-forward
42 years. A great deal has changed for women in the
community and in our society in 42 years. There are
more of us in this place than there were 42 years ago.
We are represented in decision making at all levels of
the community, and that is of course a wonderful thing.
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On the question of equal pay, 42 years after that initial
determination by the commonwealth tribunal, women
are still paid 18 per cent less than men. ‘How can that
happen?’, you may ask. What this means is that, on
average, women — not one woman versus one man but
when you compare women’s earnings with men’s —
need to work 66 days more each year to earn the same
amount. That is quite a while.
Members will no doubt have heard about or perhaps
even participated in Equal Pay Day events. Equal Pay
Day marks — celebrates would not be the right
word — the day on which we can reflect that some
66 days into the new financial year women have earnt
what their male counterparts earnt in the previous
financial year. Who is affected by this? These are
people who work in youth substance abuse services, in
women’s health, in supporting the many carers in the
community, and social workers like those who are with
us in the gallery today. Other people who are affected
are those they care for and their families. Whilst many
people who work in the SACS sector choose to work in
that sector because they love the work and want to
contribute to society through their work in supporting
the most vulnerable people in our community, that does
not mean that their households and their families ought
to be disadvantaged by lower incomes because the
work is caring or is predominantly done by women.
Just to give an example — and I have taken this from
the Prime Minister’s speech on 10 November — in the
disability sector a worker with a degree qualification
supervising five staff members can be earning $38 000
a year. Contrast that with the average yearly wage for
SACS workers of $46 000 and general average yearly
earnings in the order of $58 000. Here we are in
November 2011, 42 years after the original equal pay
decision, and we are very near to the culmination of
decades of work to achieve more equal pay. Now is the
time for the Baillieu-Ryan government to get serious.
Equal remuneration provisions first appeared in federal
legislation in 1994. There were 16 unsuccessful
applications to prosecute the argument about pay equity
in accordance with those provisions. The fair work
legislation enacted by the commonwealth government
introduced the notion of equal pay for work of
comparable value, and as the Prime Minister said in her
speech earlier this month, this was a consciously wider
test than had existed under WorkChoices. The recent
announcement by the Australian Services Union and
the federal government was only possible for a number
of reasons. It was possible because of the sustained
campaign for pay justice by employees in the
community sector, assisted and supported by their
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unions — the ASU, the Health and Community
Services Union and the Australian Education Union.
It was also only possible because of the legal
framework that federal Labor put in place to enable a
new test to properly consider the reality of pay inequity
for so many tens of thousands of workers in Victoria. In
Victoria this was possible because of a commitment
made by John Brumby in June 2010 and significant
work undertaken by my colleague and friend Lisa
Neville to support that commitment in the lead-up to
the announcement.
I am quite sure the Baillieu government announced its
response to Labor’s announcement on the afternoon of
the day on which Labor’s announcement was made.
That demonstrates to us that the coalition only made
that commitment because Labor had made its
announcement at its state conference in June last year.
Mr Lenders interjected.
Ms PULFORD — Yes, Mr Lenders, and that is
something that I hope we get an answer to from
government speakers today. The coalition’s promise to
SACS workers was made a couple of days before the
election, and it was confirmed by Mary Wooldridge on
the same day that John Brumby made Labor’s
announcement. The coalition followed with a quick,
‘Me too! We will be in that’. Hopefully its promises are
a little more substantial than the promise it made to
teachers about making them the best paid in the
commonwealth.
It is time for Victoria to do the right thing. Negotiations
have continued between the unions, their members and
the commonwealth government, so the commonwealth
has a significant achievement in this area. This is a
lesson for Victoria about how industrial relations and
pay equity can be dealt with in a constructive manner.
The members of the ASU who are here today and who
work in the sector — —
Mrs Peulich — On a point of order, Acting
President, it is against standing orders to refer to any
section of this house outside the chamber, such as the
gallery or persons in it. I draw that to the member’s
attention.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Tarlamis) —
Order! There is no point of order, but I remind the
member of the standing orders.
Ms PULFORD — Thank you. To ASU members
who may be listening anywhere — this is being
broadcast on the internet — and people who work in
the sector in my electorate and across Victoria, I
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congratulate them on their efforts in this campaign. It
has been a long fight — 42 years in some respects.
Specifically on this case it has been years, and it has
been a couple of years since the Queensland decision.
Fair Work Australia made a significant decision in May
to recognise the role of gender in pay rates of SACS
workers. Those people should be very proud of their
achievements, because I think we are on the verge of a
historic moment in terms of how wages are determined
in this country for many tens of thousands of people.
This motion calls on the Victorian government to take
this matter seriously and to commit to the SACS
workers that which government members promised in
the lead-up to the election. To Mr Baillieu and
Mr Ryan, to the Minister for Employment and
Industrial Relations, Mr Dalla-Riva, who is in the
chamber: the deadline looms! There is an opportunity
in the final stages of Fair Work Australia’s
consideration of these matters for the Liberal
government in Victoria to do the right thing at Fair
Work Australia. This government campaigned in large
part in the lead-up to the election on the question of the
cost of living and the needs of Victorian families. This
is as good an example of helping people with the cost
of living and supporting Victorian families as I can
think of. This matter absolutely pertains to the lives of
people in Victoria who are concerned about the cost of
living. There is no greater response to cost of living
challenges than a decent job and a decent rate of pay.
The Victorian government has not yet provided a
response to the announcement made by the
commonwealth government on 10 October. Fair Work
Australia will continue hearing these matters on the
28th of this month — next week. Time is of the
essence, so I ask the Victorian government not to
oppose the joint submission but indeed to support in
principle the commonwealth government and
Australian Services Union agreement that I have
spoken about. As my motion suggests, I ask the
Victorian government to do as its members said they
would do before the election and fully fund any
decision of Fair Work Australia to provide pay equity
to SACS workers in Victoria.
Mrs COOTE (Southern Metropolitan) — This
discussion of the social and community services
sector — the motion brought to this chamber by
Ms Pulford today — gives Baillieu government
members a very good opportunity to refute a whole
range of myths that have just been perpetrated by the
opposition.
In our contributions we will talk about real facts and
real issues. Ms Pulford talked about the issue of the cost
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of living. It is very disappointing that Ms Pulford
played politics on this issue rather than talk about a lot
of the measures by which we are meeting this issue
with a great deal of respect for the workers concerned.
However, it is the cost of living issue I would like to
bring her up on, because right through her contribution
she sprinkled in mentions of the Prime Minister. If there
is ever going to be something that talks about the cost
of living, it is the carbon tax — an indictment of the
entirety of this country. If we are going to talk about the
issue of the cost of living, then I ask Ms Pulford to have
a closer look at the numbers on the carbon tax.
However, as I said, the debate on this motion gives us a
very good opportunity to refute some myths. I ask the
chamber to bear with us as we talk about what some of
those issues might be — real issues and facts, not myth,
union rhetoric or going back into the past and talking
about 40 years of something and the bleeding heart
exhibition we have just heard.
The Baillieu government strongly supports the principle
of gender pay equity and values the demanding work
done by community sector workers, who are
predominantly women. I make the point that since
November last year I personally have been out in the
field looking at the very workers Ms Pulford mentioned
earlier. She talked about social workers, mental health
workers, those who work in drug abuse and about
disability. I can assure Ms Pulford that the Minister for
Community Services, Mary Wooldridge, has been out
talking and working with those people; indeed so have
I. In fact one of the very first things that
Ms Wooldridge did as minister in January was go and
speak to child protection workers in Gippsland. It was a
very fruitful exercise. Ms Wooldridge spent an great
amount of time speaking to them, listening to their
concerns and working through their concerns. For the
first time as a minister she listened to what the child
protection workers had to say.
I might add that the former Labor minister had not been
down to Gippsland to engage with those workers at all.
The former minister had been down there cutting
ribbons — she was very good at cutting ribbons and
media spin — but she had not been down there to work
with people at the coalface. Minister Wooldridge did go
down there and she listened and that has been reflected
in a lot of the work she has done since that time.
Recently a number of workers demonstrated outside the
Malmsbury Youth Training Centre — I think reports
have been shown on all the television channels. I have
an enormous amount of respect for the workers at that
centre. I have visited it many times, and I think the
work people do there is absolutely commendable. I
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know that those workers are at the coalface in very
difficult circumstances and have to deal with the people
who come under their care and within their orbit. Those
people deal with their clients very sensitively, and I
think they are to be highly commended. Most of these
dedicated people are women — I will come back to that
in a moment — however, it has to be noted that the
Baillieu government has consistently supported the
principle of gender pay equity.
The government acknowledges that gender has, to
some extent, contributed to the wage disparity between
community sector workers and those in the public
sector, but there have been other non-gender factors,
such as superior bargaining outcomes in the public
sector and funding arrangements, which have also
contributed to the gap. We have to balance those factors
in this debate.
The principle of gender equality is very important, so
let us get that out of the way. All in this chamber agree
on gender equality, and many members have reiterated
that over the years since my election to this chamber.
The Baillieu government has already committed to
providing $200 million in funding over four years. That
is consistent with the responsible management of the
state’s finances and the need to maintain a strong
Victorian economy.
Ms Pulford went on at length in her contribution about
what she called a frenzy of pre-election commitments
from Ms Wooldridge when, as the shadow Minister for
Community Services, she met the Brumby
government’s commitment to wage equity. Let me just
take members step by step through the Brumby
government’s contribution; they will see just how mean
and inadequate that contribution actually was.
I remind this chamber again that the Baillieu
government has committed $200 million over four
years, and that is consistent with the state finances and
the responsibility to the Victorian economy. The
Baillieu government — and this is an important fact,
not a myth — was the first Australian government to
put money on the table. It is still the only government
with specific funding in its budget. Prior to the election
last year both the Labor government and the then
opposition said that wage equity was important. The
then Premier, John Brumby — and this was referred to
by Ms Pulford in her contribution — said the amount
needed to fund the pay equity case was $50 million per
year. We in the coalition noted in our pre-election
financial commitments that $200 million would be
needed to fund the outcome of the case. Guess how
much the Labor Party committed? Not one cent.
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As the major parties went to the 2010 election on this
important issue of wage parity for women in the
community services sector, the coalition committed
$200 million and the Labor Party committed absolutely
nothing. Who was the Treasurer at the time? None
other than Mr Lenders, who is in the chamber at the
moment. He did not commit a cent. I reiterate that the
major parties went to the election in November 2010 on
this important issue of wage parity for women in the
community services sector. The coalition committed
$200 million, and the Labor Party committed nothing. I
did not hear Ms Pulford explain in her contribution why
the Labor Party did not commit one cent to wage equity
prior to the election, and perhaps she will have
something to say about that if she does a wrap-up of
this debate. Perhaps the next speaker from the Labor
side might wish to address the point that the Labor
Party did not commit one cent prior to the election,
while the coalition committed $200 million.
It has been very interesting to reflect upon a lot of the
successes of the Baillieu government in its first year.
An enormous amount of promises we made prior to
being elected have been kept in our first year in
government. We are very proud of our record and the
range of election promises that we took to the electorate
with openness and transparency in November last year.
In our first year 130 of those promises have been
honoured, and the commitment to provide $200 million
in funding to cover the decision of Fair Work Australia
on the social and community services sector was a big
promise.
Members will find that commitment on page 50 of
budget paper 3, which was presented by the Treasurer,
Kim Wells, in May this year. It is there in black and
white on page 50 of budget paper 3. That is a huge
contrast to the sort of glossy, over-the-top style
favoured by Mr Lenders when he was the Treasurer in
the last Labor government. There was a lot of spin; they
were very good at spin.
What did other governments across the country do in
their budgets? Another myth presented here by
Ms Pulford is that the Victorian coalition government is
in fact dragging the chain. Let me clarify the facts once
again. What did other governments across Australia do
in their budgets? How many governments made
specific budget commitments to the wage equity case?
Not the Queensland Labor government, not the
Tasmanian Labor government and not the South
Australian Labor government. The West Australian
Liberal government made some financial commitments,
but those commitments were not tied to the Fair Work
Australia case. The Gillard Labor government
presented its budget in May this year a week after the
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Treasurer delivered the Baillieu government’s first
budget. Guess how much the Prime Minister, Julia
Gillard, and federal Treasurer Wayne Swan committed
in their budget papers to pay equity? Not one cent. The
Labor Party, both state and federal, failed to commit a
single dollar prior to Fair Work Australia’s hearings,
while the Baillieu government committed to providing
and budgeting for $200 million.
The Victorian government has engaged actively in the
proceedings before Fair Work Australia this year, and it
has adopted a responsible approach. I acknowledge on
the record the phenomenal job undertaken by Mr DallaRiva, the Minister for Employment and Industrial
Relations, in the negotiations. He has worked fairly and
equitably, he has done an excellent job and he is to be
commended. As he rightly said to me during an
interchange between speakers in this debate, ‘It is such
a pity and very disappointing that the Labor Party has
chosen to politicise this particular issue’. If we are to
have some outcomes that reflect the $200 million that
we have set aside, Mr Dalla-Riva’s negotiations, which
he undertook fairly and openly, are to be commended.
Fair Work Australia delivered an initial decision, and it
is interesting to look at and reiterate the key findings of
the decision. It found that in the social and community
services sector — I will use the acronym SACS —
workers are predominantly women and are generally
remunerated at a level below that of employees of state
and local governments; that there may be a number of
reasons for this difference, and that an assessment of
the extent of contributing factors, including gender,
needs to be made; that a male comparator is not
required, nor is it necessary to establish that rates have
been established on a discriminatory basis; that the fact
remains that there is a large gap in many cases between
the rates paid in the SACS industry and those paid in
state and local government, and to the extent the gap is
gender based we should take action to correct that if
indeed we can; and finally that the gap is not only
attributable to gender, although gender has an important
influence. The full bench invited further submissions
from the parties on the extent to which wages in the
SACS industry are lower than they would otherwise be
because of gender considerations.
Two weeks ago the commonwealth government
advised the Victorian government that the
commonwealth and the Australian Services Union, the
ASU, had agreed to make a joint submission to Fair
Work Australia, although very little information was
provided to enable a proper assessment of the details or
the effect of that submission.
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I have quite a large document here, dated 17 November
2011, headed ‘Fair Work Australia, no. C2010/3131 —
in the matter of: application by the Australian
Municipal, Administrative, Clerical and Services Union
and others for an equal remuneration order’, and
subtitled ‘Joint submission of the applicants and the
Australian government on remedy’. Some may say that
this was a backroom deal between the ASU and Prime
Minister Gillard, but it does make very interesting
reading, in fact very interesting bedtime reading. If any
of us had got to bed last night, we perhaps could have
read it when we got there, but in fact we all had very
little sleep last night.
I refer to pages 14 and 15 of this document. Ms Pulford
said a lot about this document and some of the issues in
it and she put a lot of emphasis on the gender issue, but
she left out quite a bit. This is the issue that I take
umbrage with because, if we are going to have this
debate, it is very important to have it as a really
objective debate. It is a very important debate, and as
women in this chamber we know that better than
anyone — and Ms Pulford and I agree on many issues
to do with the equality of women and indeed have been
on the same side on women’s issues in many cases. It is
important that we have an objective debate on this,
because all of us in this state want equality for women
in every sense. As legislators we have an opportunity to
do something about it. But it cannot be done in the heat
of the moment with union bans and hysteria
perpetrating myths. We need to make certain that we
talk about it objectively.
I know Ms Tierney is going to be another speaker for
the opposition, and I know she has a long history of
involvement with the unions. I am quite certain that in
her contribution she will bring up a number of pertinent
examples, but it is important to be mindful of where we
go from here, and we should be mindful of the Baillieu
government having put $200 million on the table to
deal with this issue. We recognised and acknowledged
it was an issue. We want to work to get a resolution on
this issue, and it is really important that we get the
rhetoric right. We can sit here and beat it up. As
Ms Pulford acknowledged before, we have a vigorous
audience in the gallery, but it is important for us to deal
with this issue on the facts if we are going to get a
proper resolution, because at the end of the day I think
we all want to see a resolution.
I am going to read quite extensively from this Fair
Work Australia C2010/3131 report, because it lays out
the whole issue quite well. I have to say this is not
coming from the Baillieu government; this is Labor
through and through, and indeed federal and state Labor
together with the unions. I am going to read from

COMMUNITY SECTOR: WAGES
5432

COUNCIL

page 14, and I ask for the indulgence of the chamber. It
is important to understand the issue. I will mention
from the outset the fact that the report says that gender
is an issue. The report states under the heading ‘Gender
pay cap in the SACS sector’:
2.34 In its decision of 16 May 2011, the bench considered the
characteristics of SACS work and concluded:
We have already recorded our view that the workforce is
predominantly female. We deal next with the female
characterisation of work. There is much to be said for
the view that work in the industry bears a female
characterisation. In our view the applicants have
established the following propositions:
(a) much of the work in the industry is ‘caring’ work
(b) the characterisation of work as caring work can
disguise the level of skill and experience required
and contribute, in a general sense, to a devaluing of
the work
(c) the evidence of workers, managers and union
officials suggests that the work, in the SACS
industry, again in a general sense, is undervalued to
some extent, and
(d) because caring work in this context has a female
characterisation, to the extent that work in the
industry is undervalued because it is caring work,
the undervaluation is gender based.

That is the line of argument we are dealing with here.
But in paragraph 2.35 at page 14 it goes on to say:
It is important to note that while caring work is one basis on
which gender undervaluation of wages in the SACS sector
can be identified, it is not the only contributing factor. The
way this factor interacts with the unexplained gender pay gap
is important.

I will remind members of what I said at the beginning
of my contribution about how disappointed we are that
the opposition is playing up the politics of that. In the
notice of motion that Ms Pulford is arguing this
morning she asks that the house:
(3) further notes that FWA recently made a landmark
decision recognising the role gender has played in the
undervaluing of work in the community sector …

In her contribution Ms Pulford intimated that that was
the only issue, but this is not the only issue — and that
is my point. The basis of this whole motion is that it is
the gender issue that has caused this undervaluation of
work in the community sector. But in their very own
document they refute this, and that is the objectivity we
need to put into this debate. Gender most definitely is
an element, but it is not the only element. It is important
when we are debating this motion to keep that focus
and to understand that that is the base from where we
are coming.
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Going back to this document prepared by the ASU in
its backroom deal with the Gillard government, in
paragraph 2.36 at page 15 it says:
England, Virtue and Folber suggest that the extent to which
caring work is undervalued because of the nurturant skill
involved is a factor which should be added on top of the
unexplained gender pay gap in order to ascertain the true
extent of gender-based undervaluation in caring occupations:
‘Care work carries a wage penalty (that) cannot be
explained by low unmeasured human capital or a
disinclination to bargain for high pay amongst care
workers, because these individual characteristics would
presumably affect their pay in all jobs … the same
person earns less when in an occupation coded as care
work than when working in other occupations’.

Once again we are developing the argument, but the
argument in the ASU submission is I think equitable if
you look at what we go on to in paragraph 2.37 on
page 15, which states:
This imprecise interaction and layering of factors which
contribute to gender-based undervaluation of wages
emphasises that the task of identifying the full extent of the
degree to which the wages in the SACS modern award are
undervalued on a gender basis cannot be performed with
precision.

And paragraph 2.38 on the same page states:
An assessment of gender-based undervaluation which focuses
on the degree of caring work performed in the SACS sector
will give one indication of the extent to which the work is
undervalued. Such an exercise can never reflect the true or
full extent of such undervaluation as some degree of
undervaluation will always fall to the unexplained gender pay
gap and cannot be measured.

I repeat: ‘cannot be measured’. When we are dealing
with something as sensitive as this, as difficult as this
and as challenging as this, we have to remember that
we do not want to denigrate the work that the largely
female workers do. It is exceedingly difficult. That has
been acknowledged by the ASU. It is extremely
difficult to understand and to value what this work is.
In my travels right around Victoria and in looking at
many disability venues, some of which are so
uplifting — it is a pity that we do not have time today,
because I would like to talk about some of the fabulous
and uplifting things that I have seen across the state —
one of the things I have seen is that this very caring
aspect should be put on the highest pedestal. There are
certainly elements in disability, in mental health and in
a whole range of areas where that extra mile of care
makes the difference. We are talking about dealing with
vulnerable people who have some challenging
behaviours and challenging issues in their lives — and
such care cannot be prescribed.
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There is one example I know of in regional Victoria,
and it is someone who for most of their life had lived in
an institution. This person was fortunate enough to go
into a group house; the resident is non-ambulatory and
non-verbal. This person had never before been in a
kitchen and for the very first time found out what a
kitchen is. All of us in this chamber have probably
stood in the kitchen when someone has been making a
cake, licking a wooden spoon and absolutely relishing
the smells and the textures of what is being prepared.
This person had never before had that opportunity and
now absolutely and utterly relishes the kitchen. The
carers in that organisation spent a lot of time with this
resident and made certain that the kitchen became a
centre of delight. The kitchen became a whole new
experience for him. He got to lick that wooden spoon,
he got to do a whole range of things in the kitchen and
he has had a fabulous experience which has enhanced
his life.
It might seem trite, it might seem small to those of us
who would take it for granted, but it is a very big and
very important milestone for someone who has never
before experienced something like that. How do you
put a value on that? How do you put a value on the
carers in that organisation? I am not suggesting for one
minute that it was a male or a female carer; there were
both male and female carers in this house and they all
understood the care and compassion that was needed
and experienced the fun and excitement of watching
someone have this experience. This is important work,
just as some of the challenging work is for those people
who are at the front line at the coalface in Malmsbury.
Malmsbury is a very interesting facility in that it is an
open prison. It is on a farm, it is in the country and it
deals with a whole range of young offenders. Victoria
has a very different program for dealing with young
offenders: it has a two-track system, which works
extremely well. We are the only state that has a system
such as this, the aim of which is to prevent young
people from reoffending. It is designed to help people
get back into the mainstream community as quickly and
as effectively as they possibly can. Some of the people I
have spoken to at Malmsbury are offenders who have
done such things as be the negligent driver in a car
accident that kills their mates.
This is a particularly pertinent issue in that Mr Ramsay
gave a very poignant members statement yesterday in
this chamber about the young people who were killed
in Penshurst last week. Mr O’Brien has given a very
poignant members statement today as well. It is very
difficult for all the families concerned in something so
tragic. In this instance the driver was killed too, but in
many instances the driver is not. The driver who kills
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their mates is the one who ends up in Malmsbury in
many instances. Just imagine how that must feel. Not
only have you killed your mates, which is a lifetime
sentence, but you are incarcerated as well. What sort of
workers do we need to deal with someone who is
having to process these types of experiences? We need
very special people. The workers at Malmsbury are
dealing with people who have had unexpected incidents
occur in their lives. They have ended up at Malmsbury
never ever having expected that that would be part of
their life experience. How do we deal with that?
Those carers, those people, those workers at the
coalface — they go that extra mile. They deal with
people who are having a difficult time, and they are to
be totally commended. That is another reason we have
to make certain that what we are talking about in this
debate today reflects what is happening at the coalface.
We have $200 million on the table. The proof is there:
unlike Labor states in this country, the Baillieu
government has $200 million on the table.
Mr Lenders interjected.
Mrs COOTE — Mr Lenders is interjecting here. As
he is a member of the Labor Party, I would like to
remind him of what I said earlier in my contribution. I
would like to reiterate again the Labor Party’s track
record and this myth that Mr Lenders, Ms Pulford and
all the other members of the opposition like to
perpetrate. Let me ask once more: what did the other
governments across this country do in their budgets? I
ask Mr Lenders: how many governments made specific
budget commitments in their wage equity case? The
Queensland Labor government did not, nor did the
Tasmanian Labor government, nor the South Australian
Labor government — none of those Labor governments
did. There was not 1 cent from Mr Lenders’s friend and
former colleague the Prime Minister, Ms Gillard, and
neither was there 1 cent from federal Treasurer Wayne
Swan.
Let us get it on the record. The Baillieu government has
$200 million. We recognised the issue at the time of the
election, we went to the election with it and we told the
people of Victoria that that is what we were going to
do, as we did with so many of our other election
promises. We said in November what we were
intending to do and how we were going to do it; we
went to the electorate and the electorate voted us in on
it. They put us in here because they knew that we were
being open and transparent and not being surrounded
by spin, and that is exactly what we have done —
130 policies with which we went to the election have
already been fulfilled this year.
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But let us come back to this particular issue. Let us
come back to those very workers that the members
opposite talk about in all those unions that they name
and all of those people. Let me assure those unions.
They should go and have a look at our budget, the first
budget by the Treasurer, Mr Wells. They should go and
have a look at it and see the $200 million that is there.
The Baillieu government put its money where it said it
would with that $200 million.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mrs COOTE — I suspect that Mr Lenders has had
a very difficult time coming to terms with the fact that
he is no longer the Treasurer and that is very
concerning for him, and I do acknowledge how difficult
being in opposition can be.
Ms Broad interjected.
Mrs COOTE — I hear Ms Broad as well, and
Ms Broad also has some problems understanding that
Labor is now in opposition. They are in opposition now
and they have to go back and defend some of the things
that they did not do. Members opposite had 11 years to
fix this, but we did not see it.
Hon. P. R. Hall interjected.
Mrs COOTE — As Minister Hall says, we know
we are winning the argument when we get such feeble
interjections as we are getting on this issue from
opposition members. We know that they do not want to
acknowledge that we have the $200 million on the
table. Let me tell you, we are out there. I think it is very
salutary to understand — —
Ms Broad interjected.
Mrs COOTE — Ms Broad, we all had a very late
night last night, but it is important that we deal with this
matter with dignity and objectivity, and indeed we are
here today to talk about this motion that has been
moved by Ms Pulford. As Minister Dalla-Riva has said,
it is a great pity that the politics of this are being played
out rather than us looking at the negotiation
opportunities. The opposition prides itself on all of the
union work that it has done for all these years, but its
members are not prepared to sit down and negotiate.
They do not want to have an objective discussion and
debate about this issue.
Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Tarlamis) —
Order!
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Mrs COOTE — Acting President, this is a very
important debate, and I do not believe I need any
assistance from the backbench of the opposition. I think
it is timely to think about where we actually go from
here and to take a moment to reflect, once again
building on the $200 million that I have mentioned in
many parts of my contribution.
In relation to the commonwealth and ASU submission
that we have got here, which was put in late last week,
it is interesting to see that it is pretty thin when you go
through and have a look at it. But as I read out before,
there are some important elements that are actually
overarching and should be considered — that is, not
just zeroing in on one particular element.
The Victorian government will now consider the
commonwealth’s joint position with the ASU and seek
further information to assess its financial impact and the
proposed commonwealth funding. The Victorian
government has been advised by the commonwealth
that the officials will work through the details of the
arrangements. At a meeting last week commonwealth
officials refused to discuss the financial aspects of the
proposal. Once again, as I said, it is a great pity that we
are dealing with a whole range of myths — Labor is not
prepared to do the negotiation at which it is supposedly
so good. The commonwealth must provide full details
of what level of funding it considers to be its fair share
of the costs of the outcome it is proposing and to
guarantee that its contribution will be ongoing.
This is a very important element, and the Labor Party is
so good at doing this in the states and federally — it is
really good at coming out with these great big-issue
comments but then the funding devil is certainly in the
detail. In this instance we are not certain what the
commonwealth’s ongoing contribution is going to be. It
is like all those lapsing programs we found coming into
government about which the members opposite made a
song and dance, and yet they were not funded into the
future. They are very good at spin but not good at the
fine detail.
Ms Broad interjected.
Mr Ramsay — On a point of order, Acting
President, Ms Broad is debating the contribution from
Mrs Coote. There are ongoing and continual
interjections. Could you ask Ms Broad to refrain from
interjecting any further and to refrain from debating
Mrs Coote?
Ms Broad — On the point of order, Acting
President, I think it is well known that under the
standing orders in this place interjections are unruly.
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However, interjections can also be provoked by the
contributions to debate of members in this place.
Constant references to the opposition, other
jurisdictions and the commonwealth government
provoke interjections.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr O’Brien) —
Order! There is no point of order. Interjections are
disorderly. Speeches can sometimes provoke
interjections and some level of debate across the
chamber. I ask Mrs Coote to return to her contribution.
Mrs COOTE — Honestly, Ms Broad has been here
for 12 years, and it is extraordinary if she is starting to
get precious over the debate on a motion that the Labor
Party provocatively put up. We have had a moment of
Ms Broad being precious because she cannot cope with
the political matters being brought up as a result of the
opposition moving this motion. It is a Labor Party
motion. If Ms Broad is so precious about all this, she
should have talked to her colleague Ms Pulford and
Labor should not have moved it in the first place. If she
cannot cope with it, she should not sit in the chamber
and interject. It is an absolutely absurd and unfounded
interjection from Ms Broad. This is a place of debate
and confrontation; it is a place where we bring up a
range of issues. If members of the opposition did not
want us to turn around and tell them the truth — that
Labor did not put this money in, but the coalition went
to the election with $200 million on the table and has
honoured that commitment — and if Ms Broad cannot
cope with that, she should not have brought up the
motion in the first place.
I would like to recap.
Mr Ramsay — Glass jaw.
Mrs COOTE — I quite agree with Mr Ramsay’s
very good interjection. That is exactly what it is, a glass
jaw. The opposition can mete it out, but it cannot take
it. If Ms Broad feels tired and emotional, I feel sorry for
her, but this is a vigorous debate about an important
issue to which the Baillieu government is very
committed — —
Ms Broad interjected.
Mrs COOTE — We are not in a union meeting
here, Ms Broad; we are in the Parliament of Victoria
debating a significant issue.
Let us recap. The Victorian coalition government
strongly supports the principle of gender pay equity.
We have provided real support to this principle by
committing $200 million over four years in the last
state budget to address the Fair Work Australia
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decision. The Baillieu government will remain actively
engaged in the proceedings before Fair Work Australia.
We are still trying to determine exactly what the
commonwealth has committed to and how it will affect
services in Victoria. We await the details of the
commonwealth’s proposal and what it might mean, and
we will provide advice to Fair Work Australia on what
that proposal may mean for organisations that provide
services to the most disadvantaged people across
Victoria. The Baillieu government wants an outcome
that addresses gender pay inequity in the community
services sector. We will continue to work towards a fair
outcome.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — It is
difficult when we have these kinds of debates because
the chamber becomes so divided. I understand this
sector very well. I worked for the Western Region
Health Centre for five years, and I was an active
member of the Australian Services Union (ASU). I saw
the kind of work that social and community services
workers do. I worked in the older persons high-rise
program dealing with people who had serious medical
issues and people who were alcoholics and generally
had no family support because they had lost all their
ties. Sometimes I had to arrange other accommodation
for them. It was a fantastic program, but it was
incredibly hard work and we were extremely underpaid
and undervalued. The Western Region Health Centre
also provides services like HealthWorks, which
operates a needle exchange and deals with people who
have serious alcohol and drug addiction problems —
often people who have dual diagnoses of alcohol and
psychiatric issues.
While I was not in the chamber on the day Ms Pulford
described — when the petition was presented and she
felt there was disdain and acrimony towards it — I have
experienced something like that a number of times in
the chamber. Whenever you mention a union, you are
immediately called a union stooge, with the implication
that you cannot think for yourself and that you are
talking from a union script.
I have been a union member since I first started work at
the age of 18. I learnt about unionism from my parents,
who were factory workers in the Latrobe Valley. It was
often their union that supported them on health and
safety issues, and because my father had a serious
mental illness it was often the union delegate and union
organiser who made sure that my father’s pay was
continued while he worked for the State Electricity
Commission of Victoria and then the tramways. That is
what unions have done for me. I find it quite offensive
when members on the other side suggest that anybody
who is a member of a union is not thinking for
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themselves, is reading from a union script or does not
know what they are talking about. I know what I am
talking about because I have experienced what it is to
be a member of a union.
I was an active member of the Australian Services
Union for the five years that I worked at the Western
Region Health Centre, and I continue to support union
activities and the incredible campaign that the ASU has
run on this issue. I will never forget the day ASU
members marched up Bourke Street singing She Works
Hard for the Money, because for me that sums it up —
it is women who work in these industries, and we are
talking about equal pay for women.
I have not heard from Mrs Coote as to what, exactly,
the government would do. She has told us there is
money in the budget. When will there be a line item?
When will we know whether it will be used as an
excuse to cut services, which are absolutely running on
the smell of an oily rag now?
I do not understand what it is about the LiberalNationals coalition that makes it unable to understand
that women are underpaid and underrespected in their
workforces. I do not understand why the LiberalNationals coalition has such disdain for unions.
Mrs Coote talked about the incredible work that people
do in this sector. She talked about child protection
workers, but in fact the government is in dispute with
child protection workers; it is in dispute with nurses; it
is in dispute with people who keep this state going on
many different levels. The Greens will actively support
the Australian Services Union’s equal pay campaign,
and we absolutely support this motion today.
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — I was
not going to enter into this debate today, because my
colleague Ms Pulford succinctly outlined why the
opposition has moved this motion, but after the
contribution from Mrs Coote I thought it was important
to put a few matters about the pay equity case on the
record — in particular, what the Brumby government
had done — and to deal with some of the myths put
forward by Mrs Coote about where the parties stand on
this matter.
I make it unequivocally clear that the reason
Ms Pulford moved this motion, as she said at the start
of her contribution to the debate, was the cacophony of
ridicule from the government benches back on 30 June
when members got up in this house at the start of the
day to present petitions from 10, 50, 100, 500, or
whatever the number was, constituents who were
calling for pay equity. Close to every member of the
opposition had received petitions from constituents who
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were calling for the government to support the pay
equity outcome. That is what provoked Ms Pulford to
put the motion on the notice paper for debate in this
house. There is a marked contrast between Mrs Coote
saying the government is serious, responsive and the
rest of it and what this chamber was like on 30 June,
when other opposition members and I presented those
petitions.
That position was reinforced when, while opposition
members were presenting petitions, Mr Ramsay started
interjecting that all opposition members were parroting
the same lines. If Mr Ramsay and other government
members think that presenting petitions from
constituents is parroting someone’s lines, then I suggest
he ought reflect on what is the role of a member of
Parliament. If a petitioner asks you to present a petition
calling for pay equity and you are howled down and
accused of just parroting someone’s line, that is grave
disrespect to the petitioner. Let us get that on the record
first; it is the reason Ms Pulford moved this motion.
Secondly, let us also put on the record where this issue
came from. At a Labor Party conference last year
former Premier Brumby said the first election
commitment of a re-elected Labor government would
be pay equity. He put it forward as a clear priority, that
the first commitment made by Labor in the lead-up to
the 2010 election was pay equity. He also made it
absolutely clear in our discussions — and I had
discussions with the Australian Services Union, the
Health and Community Services Union and a range of
others; and I also put on record that I am a member of
the Australian Services Union and do not shy away
from that — that we needed to learn the lessons from
Queensland on how pay equity should be implemented
and that the Victorian Labor government would fund
the pay equity part for the portion of the workers it
employed. We were clear with the sector about what
we would do: we would support the case, and we had
discussions going forward.
If Mrs Coote would talk to the Treasurer, Mr Wells —
and I will give him credit; I assume he understands his
budget papers — she would know there was a
contingency in the budget papers for exactly that
amount. These matters were difficult for us to quantify,
as they are difficult for the current government to
quantify, but there is a contingency in the budget for the
commitment.
It is interesting to note what Mr Wells said when he
leapt up and presented his Yates Partners shonky
document that attempts to justify the election
commitment: ‘We will do exactly what Labor did; if it
fits into Labor’s budget, we will match it’. Let us not go
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through any semantic nonsense; both sides of politics
said they would do it. John Brumby came out first,
followed by Premier Ted Baillieu and Mary
Wooldridge, who is now the Minister for Community
Services. That is not about one-upmanship; they are just
the facts. Now we have the situation where the coalition
has won the election, and it is its obligation, as it has
said, to fix the problems.
The government has identified this as a problem, and it
has an opportunity to fix it. We have the Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations and the
Parliamentary Secretary for Families and Community
Services in the chamber, and they have options to fix
this.
What has happened since the federal election is that the
government, just a week or so ago, has come out with
an explicit commitment in this area. What this motion
is doing is simply reflecting the historical disrespect in
this chamber when opposition members present
petitions in this area. The historical fact is that Labor
put this issue on the table, Labor budgeted for it as well
as it could in the circumstances and the then opposition
members said, ‘We will match that’. But they are doing
nothing about it. Talk is cheap, and government
members talk and they talk. Mrs Coote talks about all
the people to whom she has been talking — and good
on her; that is important — but what the sector expects
is pay equity.
A process has been in place to address this issue over a
number of years. It is now being embraced by the
commonwealth government as well as by a number of
states. Now is the time to deal with it and show some
commitment. I do not think it is unreasonable for
Ms Broad, Ms Pulford and others to be highly sceptical
of the government’s bona fides on this. Why are we
sceptical? I specifically recall that when I was a
minister at the time of the teachers enterprise
bargaining agreement negotiations Mr Hall got up
during general business in this place and subsequently
the then Leader of the Opposition got up in the other
place, and they said a coalition government would
make teachers the best paid in Australia. That has gone
from a commitment to an aspiration. While attaining
the status as the best paid in Australia requires an
increase of 8 per cent or 9 per cent, what is being
offered is 2.5 per cent.
I get the reality of budgets and of being able to deal
with matters, but I do not get how the government
could make that commitment when it knew absolutely
that it could not deliver it. What we are asking for is
some commitment to the promise the government made
in this chamber, which was budgeted for and which
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was in the contingencies in the budget. Mrs Coote said
in an attempt at one-upmanship, ‘Kim Wells put it in;
Labor didn’t’. If that is the case — and I completely
dispute that; I ask her to look at the contingencies — if
the money is there, do it. That is the point we are
making from this side.
The final thing I want to talk about is commitment. I
will never let the government forget this point.
Whenever it talks about pay equity, wages, fair
bargaining or any of these sorts of issues, I remind it
that the very first act, executive order 1 of the Baillieu
government, was to increase the size of the cabinet by
10 per cent. Every time the Baillieu government comes
out and says it cannot afford wages and cannot afford
this or that, that it is bargaining in good faith, that the
world has changed and the evil Julia Gillard has taken
GST money, and talks about the evil trade unions and
all the usual bogey people it puts up, I remind it that
when the Governor invited Ted Baillieu to be the
Premier, the very first advice — before Parliament was
called and before cabinet met; before anything — was
to increase the size of the cabinet by 10 per cent. Let us
not hear from the other side about how times are tough
and it is making hard decisions. The very first decision,
executive order 1, of the Premier was to get Ms Lovell
and Mr Dalla-Riva, or whatever the pair was, into the
chamber to make them ministers, even though there
might not have been the jobs.
We support this motion. It is partly about respect in this
chamber. When opposition members table petitions on
behalf of community sector workers the least they
should be able to expect is that they be tabled with
some respect. You do not expect the government to get
up and endorse them, but it should at least show some
respect. If Ms Pulford, Ms Broad, Mr Leane,
Ms Tierney, Mr Elasmar or I lodge petitions, the least
we should expect is that those citizens who bothered to
sign the petitions are treated with some respect. That is
the first part. What flows from that is exactly what
Ms Pulford said: this motion is not just about those
petitions, but they gave rise to our concern that this
government is merely paying lip-service to this
particular issue and is trying to find someone else to
blame.
This is not an easy way to address years of systemic
discrimination or the way this has evolved. This is not
an easy solution. It is a graduated step based on what
originally happened in Queensland, on what the
Victorian Labor government did, on what the then
opposition said it would do and on what the
commonwealth is now doing. The commonwealth is
putting money on the table to address over a period of
several years an anomaly that has been there for a long
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time and that was not picked up by the equal pay cases
in the late 1960s and early 1970s. It was not different
pay for clearly the same job but different pay for jobs
that were described differently but ultimately were the
same.
This is not an easy issue, and no-one pretends it is.
What we on this side are seeking is some respect and
some commitment to a long-term process to address
this systemic problem, not the inappropriate,
disrespectful treatment that Ms Pulford and all of us got
when all we did was come into this chamber with
pieces of paper saying, ‘Fifty or 100 of my constituents
asked me to table this in the Parliament’, and members
opposite laughed us down in a cacophony of catcalls.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I am
pleased to rise to speak on Ms Pulford’s motion. I do so
because, like Mrs Coote, I have listened intently to this
debate. I have to say at the outset that I find it quite
extraordinary that this motion relates to claims of
certain behaviour that occurred on 30 June this year.
That is some five months ago. We have just heard
Mr Lenders, in his contribution to the debate, talking
about his disdain for members on this side of the house.
If it was so appalling at the time and there is genuine
concern from the opposition — —
Mr Lenders interjected.
Ms CROZIER — Mr Lenders, I am considering
why it has taken five months for you to raise your
outrage about this.
There has been a lot of discussion over many years. In
fact there have been many newspaper columns written
on the issue of pay inequality. Mrs Coote’s contribution
this morning reiterated the Baillieu government’s
strong support for the principles of gender pay equity.
That has been the position of the coalition when in
opposition and now in government.
In Ms Pulford’s contribution to the debate she asked
that the government take this matter seriously. I think
Mrs Coote highlighted in her contribution just how
seriously this government is taking this issue. We are
going out there and speaking to the workers. Mrs Coote
described a visit she undertook with the Minister for
Community Services to Gippsland. That is what this
government is doing — we are listening to people,
whether they are workers or whether they are
consumers. What the government has done in relation
to this issue is exactly what it said it would do — that
is, deliver on those commitments that we took to the
Victorian people at last year’s election.
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Ms Hartland, in her contribution to the debate asked
when this would be a line item. Can I remind
Ms Hartland that in this year’s budget the
Treasurer — —
Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Ms CROZIER — Oh, she is not in the chamber.
Thank you for pointing that out, Mr Ondarchie. I am
not sure how interested she is in this debate, but in any
case — —
Mr Lenders — Acting President, I direct your
attention to the state of the house.
Quorum formed.
Mr Lenders interjected.
Ms CROZIER — I did draw attention to the fact
Ms Hartland was not here. Thank you, Mr Lenders. I
am pleased to say that there is a quorum, and I will
continue on this very important issue in this very
important debate. Page 50 of budget paper 3 presented
by the Treasurer in May this year outlines the
commitment of $200 million to fund the forthcoming
decision of Fair Work Australia for the social and
community services sector, or SACS as it has been
referred to. That commitment is a clear demonstration
by this government of its support for this issue.
I would like to note a bit of history on this issue
because Mr Lenders, in his contribution to the debate
talked about the former Premier, Mr Brumby, having a
clear priority in the lead-up to the election. The equal
pay case actually commenced in March 2010. In the
Labor budget in May 2010 there were no dollars
attributed to this issue. I am sure Mr Brumby said a lot
of things in the lead-up to last year’s election, but I am
just wondering how thought through they were.
Mr Lenders says it was a clear priority. I am wondering
when that clear priority came to his attention and
indeed to the attention of the previous Premier.
The Liberal-Nationals coalition government put
$200 million into the budget over four years, so we
have committed real dollars to the SACS pay equity
test. As Mrs Coote has outlined, the Baillieu
government was the party providing the support and the
financial resources, not Labor. She did that very clearly
and succinctly in her contribution to this debate and
highlighted what the Gillard federal government is
undertaking. She cited a number of very good examples
of what this issue really boils down to. She made the
point that we do not want to politicise this issue. It is
too important to politicise. I think she spelt that out

COMMUNITY SECTOR: WAGES
Wednesday, 23 November 2011

COUNCIL

5439

clearly and she supported her contribution to the debate
with facts.

Ms CROZIER — Exactly! Where did they all go
to? They were all on — —

Mr Lenders — It is too important to politicise, but
you blame Julia Gillard.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
Mr Lenders and Mrs Coote are holding a very
interesting discussion, and I would be most interested in
hearing it further, but not right now, because
Ms Crozier has the call, and I do not think she needs
any assistance from either member.

Ms CROZIER — Mr Lenders, I have only been in
this place for almost 12 months, but I continually heard
your government blaming the previous Kennett
government for 11 years.
Mr Lenders — You just said you are not
politicising it, but you blame Julia Gillard.
Ms CROZIER — We are not politicising it, but
Mrs Coote highlighted what the Australian Services
Union and the Gillard government are doing in relation
to this issue.
In terms of what the coalition is doing and its
undertakings, this motion of Ms Pulford’s has no basis,
and I think that has been demonstrated in our
commitment to provide $200 million to deal with this
issue. They are the facts.
Ms Pulford made a very good point in her contribution.
She referred to last Wednesday as marking 100 years of
women having had the vote in Victoria. I agree with
Ms Pulford in relation to that; we have come an
extraordinarily long way, and it is terrific to see that
having been so over so many years. However, I want to
take exception to the inference in her motion that
Liberal-Nationals coalition members do not care about
gender issues. This is absolutely wrong. The Liberal
Party has a strong and proud history of having women
involved at every level of the organisation, and in fact
our founder, Sir Robert Menzies, ensured that there
were equal gender rights across the organisation when
the party was formed. We in the Liberal Party and The
Nationals have a very equitable process. We preselect
on merit, not on gender. Members will have heard me
speak on this very issue previously in the house; I spoke
on it in March on the centenary of International
Women’s Day.
I am very proud that the Liberal Party, along with The
Nationals, has a very long and strong history in relation
to gender-specific issues.
Mr Lenders interjected.
Ms CROZIER — I do not, however, want to dwell
on those issues; I want to get back to the debate about
this motion.
Mrs Coote interjected.

Ms CROZIER — I know Mrs Coote is passionate
about this issue, as am I. She has proudly stood by her
argument in relation to the actions she has taken. In this
debate she has articulated clearly to the house the
coalition government’s strong support for the principles
of gender pay equity, and I would like to reaffirm that
support in relation to this issue.
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — I rise to speak
in support of the motion moved by Ms Pulford this
morning. It is a timely reminder of an industrial matter
that has been part of a community campaign for many
years. It is a campaign for equity, and it is a campaign
for justice. Equal pay has been talked about for many
generations, but what do we mean by equal pay, and
why do we not have it? Before this question can be
answered it is important to understand what we mean
by unequal pay and how it can be measured. It can be
measured, firstly, by the direct comparison between
male and female employees doing the same work but
earning different wages and receiving different
overtime rates and different access to overtime, rosters,
bonuses and a whole range of other entitlements. It is
also measured via the differences in pay between
occupations and industry sectors which place greater
value on certain types of work.
As the Equal Pay Alliance states, this difference in
value is partly historical and emanates:
… from a time when women were not regarded as
‘breadwinners’ nor welcome in most parts of the workforce.
‘Women’s work’ was, and still is, a term used to downplay
the value of women’s skills.

All these elements contribute to the wage gap we
continue to have today. The wage gap is stuck at 18 per
cent in 2011 — that is right; in this day and age we still
have an 18 per cent wage inequity between men and
women in the workforce.
Ms Pulford’s motion draws our attention to the
Australian Services Union’s equal pay test case and the
role and behaviour of the Victorian government. I am
certainly not one for providing advice to this coalition
state government, but with an industrial background of
more than 25 years what I can say is that when it comes
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to women making the decision to rectify an injustice
and doing so on a collective basis the resolve women
have can never be underestimated. To see this one need
only look at the recent Baiada dispute. Once banded
together, and regardless of age and social or cultural
background, women are a formidable force.
The state government does not seem to know this. The
ordinary voter out there watching the news or reading
the newspaper might be forgiven for believing this
government has deliberately attempted to take on
women workers in this state in recent times. I say this
because we currently have, as members know, the
Australian Nursing Federation nurses dispute, the vast
majority of those workers being women; we currently
have the State Public Services Federation dispute, and
again the vast majority of that membership is women;
and we also have the teachers enterprise bargaining
agreement negotiations taking place, where the
government has walked away from its election
commitment to make Victorian teachers the highest
paid in the country, and again that profession is one
where the majority are — yes, you guessed it —
women. On the other hand we have seen an
arrangement struck with the Police Association. For the
record I state that I congratulate the Police Association
on the agreement, and I certainly do not begrudge it its
package.
What we have now is a government that is not prepared
to put the wage increases and other conditions that it
can afford to give to the police force on the table for
other sectors, and of course those sectors — you have
guessed it — are where there are a majority of women
workers. The state government’s position on equal pay
has been a sad and sorry story. Not only has its election
commitment been broken, it has also put a cap on the
costs associated with equal pay, and this will most
definitely lead to cuts in services and cuts in the number
of jobs. It will result in fewer jobs for the women in the
sector, and I just ask: is that what the government really
wants?
But what I think is equally scandalous is the coalition’s
submission to Fair Work Australia on 29 July, which in
some ways dismissed the role of gender and the way it
is played out in the social and community services
sector. I would assert that it also attempted to dilute and
marginalise gender in the equal pay debate, and that is
what galls me and absolutely affronts me. I submit that
the submission turned the clock back beyond the
original concept of equal pay and back beyond the
campaign largely run by women in their fight for equal
pay. In some ways I believe it created a whole new
definition of ‘back to the future’, and it certainly lacked
any understanding of systemic discrimination.
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I suspect there are women on the other side of the
chamber who are privately wringing their hands,
because I know that for many years there have been
women on both sides of the chamber who have fought
side by side on the issue of equal pay — even as early
as 1912, when women’s minimum wage was first set at
54 per cent of men’s wages. I think there would be
some private mutterings amongst a number of women
on the other side, because they know that they now
have to argue gender and equal pay all over again
within their own party. It is a sad day indeed when the
work of so many is disregarded, and it is particularly so
when significant parts of the equal pay campaign over
the years have been bipartisan. That historical
bipartisanship was thrown out of the door as soon as
this coalition government was elected in November last
year. It has walked away from the money; it has walked
away from fixing equal pay; and it has walked away
from women workers, particularly low-paid women
workers.
The question is: what can be done? Essentially the state
government needs to fulfil the election commitments it
made to Victorian workers, it needs to value and
increase the pay for what is historically known as
women’s work, it needs to uncap or remove the caveat
of the $50 million per annum for equal pay, and it
needs to pay whatever is required to rectify unequal
pay. Once that is done, the government needs to
seriously rethink how it can provide a real and
sustainable way to support Victorian workers,
particularly those who are low paid and who are in
gender-dominated workplaces. Trust has been broken
in a serious way, and that trust cannot be easily rebuilt.
But there is a way forward. The parties are back before
Fair Work Australia next Monday, which will be an
opportunity for the coalition to rectify its position. The
situation has gone beyond the government playing
hardball; this is a question about justice and about being
fair. The government must stop trying to dilute or
marginalise gender and using the historical context of
women’s work as a basis for unequal pay. The state
government needs to follow the lead of the federal
Labor government and do the right thing. It needs to
stop talking about pedestals, it needs to stop the
platitudes and it needs to stump up the real cash for
justice and for fairness to prevail.
I commend the motion that Ms Pulford has put before
the house this morning, and in doing so I also commend
the members of the Australian Services Union on the
shop floor, its organisers and other officials, other
workers, other unions and other people in the
community for keeping up the good fight to secure
gender pay equity for this generation and for
generations to come.
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Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — I have listened
to the debate and I have asked to be on the speakers list
to contribute briefly to the debate given the time
constraints that this house is operating under. I need to
say virtually no more than that I wholeheartedly
endorse the excellent contributions that were made by
Mrs Coote and Ms Crozier, which went to the heart of
this issue — which is that the coalition government has
been, will be and is right now absolutely committed to
gender pay equity. We have committed to the
$200 million allocation in the budget, and we
absolutely refute any suggestion that there is a
deliberate attempt to take on the women of this state as
suggested by Ms Tierney in her contribution.
I also refute and take offence at any suggestion that
coalition members have expressed disdain, as is
outlined at the start of the motion. I also lend the
wholehearted support of my party, The Nationals, to
gender pay equity. I oppose the motion for the reasons
stated, and I support the issues that have been raised by
Ms Crozier and Mrs Coote.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I am
very proud to be able to participate in the debate today
and to put on the record my very strong support for pay
equity. In speaking in support of the motion I want to
record my personal congratulations to the Australian
Services Union on successfully highlighting the current
pay inequity that exists in the social and community
services (SACS) sector. I have a great deal of personal
admiration for people who work in the SACS sector.
They are people who are motivated by a passion for
social justice and a desire to support some of the most
vulnerable and disadvantaged members of our
community. They do so despite the fact that the work
can be difficult, challenging, emotionally draining and
financially inadequate. While I share that motivation
with them, I am in the fortunate position of being
adequately remunerated for my work, and I believe
SACS workers should also be adequately remunerated
for their work.
I find it astounding that in this day and age we still have
a situation where there is an 18 per cent pay gap
between men and women. This is a phenomenal
disparity that urgently needs to be addressed. At a time
when society has changed and we have evolved from
having a traditional breadwinner to a situation where
both partners in a relationship contribute fully in
different ways, the reality of today’s society should be
reflected in pay equity. There are 150 000 SACS
workers in Australia, of whom 120 000 are women.
Workers in this sector have been underpaid for too long
because their work has been viewed as being so-called
‘women’s work’. The SACS industry is predominantly
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made up of non-government organisations that receive
government funding to provide various services to the
community. SACS workers are employed by
community groups such as the Salvation Army, Wesley
Mission, Yooralla, Melbourne Citymission, Scope and
many other organisations that have a great deal of
support from the community because of the work they
do.
SACS workers who are members of the ASU
(Australian Services Union) work in various roles
across the industry, including in youth refuges,
women’s refuges, family support services, disability
services, community legal centres, employment and
training services, other services like Job Futures,
Aboriginal organisations, community and
neighbourhood centres, family day care centres,
community transport services, HACC (home and
community care) services, environmental organisations
and many other bodies. This can be challenging work,
because it frequently involves working with people in
crisis situations — for example, working with victims
of domestic violence or sexual assault. It involves
supporting people with disabilities or counselling
families who can be in quite dire circumstances.
A number of these workers, including youth and
community development workers and those who work
in the HACC program, work within the sectors covered
by my shadow portfolio responsibilities. I have had the
pleasure of meeting a number of them during the course
of the year. Their passion and commitment to young
people and those who are supported through HACC
services, including elderly and disabled people, are
commendable.
Labor has a strong record of achievement and
significant investment in increasing opportunities,
recognising hard work and supporting actions to
improve pay equity. During the course of her
contribution the Parliamentary Secretary for Families
and Community Services, Andrea Coote, sought to
rewrite history. I think it is important to give a very
quick overview about what actually occurred last year. I
was proud to be a delegate at the June 2010 Victorian
Labor state conference when the then Premier, John
Brumby, committed to supporting the SACS national
pay equity case. He made a specific commitment of
$200 million over four years to implement this
commitment.
In response to this commitment VCOSS (Victorian
Council of Social Service) issued a media release on
19 June 2010, which says:
The Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS) today
applauded Premier John Brumby’s commitment to fully fund
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the outcome of the national pay equity case for the
community sector in Victoria.
‘This is great news for the community sector … It tells tens of
thousands of workers in Victoria that their work is strongly
valued’.
‘It also delivers certainty for VCOSS member organisations,
in knowing that when pay rises are granted, they will be able
to maintain their staffing and the diverse range of services and
programs to vulnerable and disadvantaged Victorians’.

In the media release there was a call to the then state
opposition to make a similar commitment. Let us be
clear about this: without former Premier Brumby’s
commitment, the coalition would not have done
anything in this area.
During the state election Victorian Labor issued an
election policy entitled A Fairer Victoria — Real
Support Real Gains. In a press release it said:
We believe in a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work.

John Brumby was reported to have said at the time that
that was why a future Brumby Labor government
would back Fair Work Australia’s position on this pay
claim. He also said:
We will factor in any wage increases to our service
agreements with community services organisations and
ensure those wage increases are passed on to workers.
This emotionally taxing labour — often performed by
women — is critical to the fabric of our community. And the
value of this labour is not always reflected in the pay they
receive.

The coalition moved to match this commitment. In days
prior to the election the then shadow Minister for
Community Services, Mary Wooldridge, gave an
assurance to VCOSS and members of the ASU that if
the cost of delivering on the Fair Work Australia
decision was in excess of $200 million, the Baillieu
government would meet the shortfall — —
Mrs Coote interjected.
Ms MIKAKOS — She certainly did a very good
job. I am looking forward to Ms Pulford summing up
the debate after lunch.
In an interview the shadow Minister for Community
Services, Mary Wooldridge, did with VCOSS, CEO
Cath Smith on 24 November 2010 she said:
I know VCOSS has said it thinks it will be more than
$50 million, and the ASU (Australian Services Union) and
(other) unions have said that as well … We’ve been very
clear: we’ll be making financial commitments in our policies
in relation to supporting that claim and, if it’s more than that,
then we will be funding and supporting it.
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That was a pretty clear-cut commitment to implement
the case before Fair Work Australia without any
specific provisos or limitations around a particular
quantum. However, in its March submission to Fair
Work Australia the Baillieu government argued that
services would be cut and jobs would be lost if the
sector’s pay claim was successful.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms MIKAKOS — I will be coming back after
lunch, Mrs Coote. True to form, the Baillieu
government has gone back on its commitment and
broken its promise to VCOSS workers, just like it did to
Victoria’s teachers. On 8 June this year I attended, with
many of my colleagues — —
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Minister for Children and Early Childhood
Development: correspondence
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Children and Early
Childhood Development. The minister has now had
24 hours to reflect on what she said to this house
yesterday. I again refer the minister to her letter to the
Take a Break petitioners, an example of which I
provided to her yesterday. I simply ask: is it the
minister’s position that in response to a petition it is
acceptable to use departmental resources, which is what
her ministerial office is, to attack the opposition and
push the agenda of her federal Liberal colleagues?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — Yesterday the
opposition referred to — —
Mrs Coote — On a point of order, President, there
were people in the gallery making visual signals. We
saw them threatening me from up in the gallery. Some
of my other colleagues may have seen that — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! Can the member
determine who those two people are?
An honourable member — They are out of here.
The PRESIDENT — Order! They are not to be
admitted to the proceedings this afternoon. We will not
accept intimidation or attempted intimidation of
members.
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Hon. W. A. LOVELL — Yesterday the opposition
referred to a 2006 Auditor-General’s report about
advertising and communications. The opposition said
the Auditor-General had included guidelines in the
report that related to correspondence. The guidelines
that were included in that report were not the AuditorGeneral’s at all. They were the 2002 Department of
Premier and Cabinet guidelines for advertising and
communication.
These 2002 guidelines were updated again in 2009, and
the opposition should be well aware of this, particularly
Mr Pakula, who is a former minister, and Mr Lenders, a
former Treasurer. I am advised that the correspondence
is not classified as advertising or communication under
the 2009 advertising and communication guidelines of
the Department of Premier and Cabinet. The DPC has
advised that ministerial correspondence is a direct and
personalised response from a minister, the content of
which is at the discretion of the minister.
With respect to the preparation and distribution of
correspondence, as the opposition knows, ministers
have ministerial office budgets which cover items such
as ministerial correspondence. It was through my
ministerial budget that the Take a Break letters, dated
4 November, and other Take a Break letters, were
distributed. I will always provide direct, genuine and
unhindered responses to constituents and people who
have taken the time to write to me.
Supplementary question
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — We did
not make reference to any specific Auditor-General
guidelines in our questions yesterday, so the minister
has sought to presume particular things. The minister’s
answer is quite extraordinary in that she has in effect
said that she has absolute discretion to put anything she
wants in her letters, including partisan material. Is the
minister saying that she can put anything she chooses,
including a partisan attack on a member of the
opposition, references to coalition — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! I pick Ms Mikakos up
in the first instance on the fact that in question time
yesterday there was reference to the Auditor-General in
the opposition’s questions.
An honourable member interjected.
The PRESIDENT — Order! There very clearly
was.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — On a point of order,
President — —
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The PRESIDENT — Order! Mr Pakula is pushing
it!
Hon. M. P. Pakula — If the President is going to
make assertions from the chair, there were references to
the Auditor-General; there were no references to any
2006 Auditor-General’s guidelines, as the minister
suggested in her answer. The minister has presumed
what guidelines the opposition was referring to and
then sought to hit down a straw man that was not
created. We do not contest that we mentioned — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! There is no point of
order. Mr Pakula is debating, and this was the very
point I was going to come back to Ms Mikakos on in
terms of her posing a supplementary question. The fact
is that all I said — and I do not wish to go into
pedantics — was that the opposition did refer to the
Auditor-General yesterday and the minister was
therefore entitled to pick up on whatever was said.
What Ms Mikakos was saying was that there was no
reference to the Auditor-General yesterday. The point is
that in posing the supplementary question Ms Mikakos
was now moving into a debate. She was not posing a
question, she was debating. I ask her to come back to
posing a supplementary question, as such.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — On a point of order,
President, we have in this place on numerous occasions
been told by both you and previous presiding officers
that supplementary questions need to relate either to the
original question or to the minister’s answer. What
Ms Mikakos was doing was not debating; she was
directly referring and directly relating her
supplementary question to the specific answer that was
provided by the minister and commentary from the
minister in her substantive answer where she talked
about her discretion.
Hon. W. A. Lovell interjected.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — My point of order is that it
cannot be the case, surely, that on the one hand it is
inappropriate to have a setpiece pro forma
supplementary question, but on the other hand
inappropriate to have a supplementary which does what
the Parliament envisages supplementary questions
should do, which is pick up on and relate directly to the
substantive answer.
Hon. D. M. Davis — On the point of order,
President, it is clear that what Ms Mikakos was doing
was giving a diatribe. It was a debate, it was lengthy
and longwinded, even if it was on the matters
mentioned in earlier points on these questions.
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Nonetheless, it was not a question; it was a long
diatribe, a debate.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I do not need
descriptions such as ‘diatribe’ coming into points of
order on matters where I am making a decision.
Mr Pakula is right that there is an ability to put
supplementary questions into context. It is expected that
supplementary questions will be relevant both to the
original question and to the answer that has been given
by a minister. In that context, yes, there is consistency
in this house over a long time, certainly since
supplementary questions were introduced into the
practice of this house. My concern is that I think
Ms Mikakos overstepped the mark on this one in terms
of the way in which she posed that supplementary
question. She stepped outside the realms of context and
response and was making a debating point. That is
going to always be a matter of judgement.
I accept the basic premise of Mr Pakula’s point of order
and uphold that. I suggest that on today’s judgement I
had a different view of where was Ms Mikakos was
headed with her supplementary question. I ask
Ms Mikakos to continue with her supplementary
question.
Ms MIKAKOS — Thank you, President. I was
expressing astonishment at the minister’s answer. My
supplementary question is: is the minister saying that
she has absolute discretion to put anything she wants in
letters coming out of her ministerial office, which is
funded by Victorian taxpayers?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — We are written to by
a number of people, including a number of housing
constituents who have been on waiting lists for many
years because the former government failed to house
them; we are written to by housing constituents who
have other complaints about neighbours et cetera; we
are written to by people who have children who may
not be able to access a kindergarten place or are seeking
early childhood intervention service funding. We are
written to on a number of issues, and we are also
written to by the Parliament to notify us of petitions that
are tabled in the Parliament. We take very seriously the
people who write to us or who petition us. They deserve
an answer, and we will correspond with those people to
provide them with an answer.
Ordered that answers be considered next day on
motion of Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan).
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Information and communications technology:
government initiatives
Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — I direct a
question without notice to the outstanding Minister for
Technology, the Honourable Gordon Rich-Phillips. Can
the minister inform the house of the Baillieu
government’s plans for the ICT sector?
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Minister for
Technology) — I thank Mr Davis for his question and
for his interest in the ICT sector. ICT in Victoria has
been one of the great success stories of the Victorian
economy, and it has been a success story because of
bipartisan commitments by successive governments
back over two decades. In the 1990s Victoria was the
first jurisdiction anywhere in the world to have a
minister for multimedia. That commitment to the ICT
industry has continued through the last two decades,
and that is one of the key reasons why Victoria is able
to successfully attract investment in the ICT sector. It is
because the ICT industry knows that there has been a
common thread and a common commitment through
successive governments in this state over two decades
to support investment in that sector.
We have seen the results of that ongoing support.
Victoria now has a direct ICT workforce of around
85 000 people. It is an industry that contributes around
$29 billion to the Victorian economy and around
$2.5 billion to Victoria’s export performance. We have
the ICT employment market growing at double the
national rate, and we produce more ICT graduates than
any other state or territory in Australia. We have had a
great success story in ICT over two decades, and the
Victorian government — the Baillieu government — is
committed to continuing that success story.
In recent weeks I have been very pleased to release
Victoria’s technology plan for the future, which is a
plan aimed at bringing together the convergent
opportunities of biotechnology, ICT and small
technologies. Last week I was pleased to release the
third and largest element of that plan, focused on ICT.
The ICT element of Victoria’s technology plan for the
future has two key focuses, one of which is to develop
capability within the ICT sector itself through
developing skills in the sector, through developing
export capability in the sector and through promoting
investment in the sector. The other element is around
promoting the use of ICT in the broader economy to
drive the productivity agenda. This is incredibly
important to Victoria’s future prosperity. We have seen
over the last 15 to 20 years the role that ICT has played
in driving productivity and in reforming business
processes in this state and around the world. There is

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Wednesday, 23 November 2011

COUNCIL

5445

further potential for that, and the Victorian government
is very committed to driving that.

what we did. We went down there on the Saturday
night to terminate that dispute.

That is why the plan includes initiatives such as the new
Digital Futures Fund to support collaborative projects
to develop diffuse new ICT capabilities and projects
such as the new ICT skills initiatives to develop interest
in ICT careers, to develop the types of courses that are
available for ICT graduates and to promote more
mature-age people in the existing workforce into ICT
careers. We have also expanded the Technology Trade
and International Partnering program in terms of
making more opportunities available for ICT
companies to take their opportunities to the wider
export market.

It was interesting to note that there was a certain
federal minister by the name of Mr Shorten who rolled
up the next day. Mr Shorten obviously had got his
riding instructions, and he needed to be there the next
day. We were there; we were down there on Saturday
night. We were there standing up for the rights of the
economic — —

The government is committed to building on our very
successful ICT sector. It has been a great success story
for the Victorian economy, and under the Baillieu
government that great success story will continue.

Qantas: industrial dispute
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — My question
is to the Minister for Employment and Industrial
Relations. I refer the minister to his previous answer
about the Qantas dispute. Apart from the government’s
application to terminate the bargaining period, what
steps has the minister or his office taken to deal with the
actual matters in dispute and assist with its resolution?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank the
member for her question, because obviously the Qantas
issue is a matter that we took very seriously before Fair
Work Australia. I might just remind members that we
had as a government been calling for the federal
government to intervene and to terminate this dispute.
Despite the fact that the Premier wrote, with New South
Wales Premier Mr O’Farrell, to the Prime Minister
seeking that she use the powers within the Fair Work
Act to terminate the dispute, in fact there was no action
taken. When there was a dispute and Qantas grounded
the airlines, what did we do? We went down to Fair
Work Australia and we lodged our application to
terminate the dispute immediately.
What did the federal government do? It went down to
suspend or terminate the dispute. In fact it argued that it
should be suspended. We argued very strongly that the
matter should be terminated. That is what we did. We
stood up for the rights of Victorians. We stood up for
the tourism industry. We stood up for the economic
benefits of this state. We stood up as a government for
what we saw was important: for the Qantas dispute to
be terminated. The member asked what we did. That is

Hon. M. P. Pakula — Were you there?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — I was there,
Mr Pakula. You might have been out there with your
union mates doing something else, but I was there
standing up for the rights of the Victorian economy, I
was standing up for the rights of the industry and I was
standing there seeking to terminate that dispute. We
achieved that. The dispute has been — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! A few too many
people are talking in their sleep this afternoon. The
minister, to continue.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — It is important to put
on the record that that is what we were doing. We were
standing up for the rights of business, for industry and
for tourism. At the time — the time of the Spring
Racing Carnival — we believed that that was the
appropriate course of action.
I remind those opposite that there is an element of
selective amnesia affecting some in the Labor
movement about the history of this industrial dispute.
Negotiations between Qantas and its workforce had
been under way since August last year, and the
subsequent disruption resulting from industrial action in
support of union claims had been significant. In our
judgement the impact of this dispute was highly
damaging, the negotiations were at a stalemate and the
situation was only going to get worse in the weeks and
months ahead. We had direct evidence of this in the
public statements of the union leaders themselves. If
members remember, during the dispute on 24 August a
website known as PPRuNe was used by the pilots and
the engineers. The secretary of the licensed engineers
union, Mr Steve Purvinas, said the following:
Just take it easy, guys. We will bake them slowly.

This is their union. This is what they believe and what
they stand up for: ‘We will bake them slowly’. This is
why we stood up for the rights of Qantas. We stood up
and terminated that dispute, because we knew that this
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was going to cause long-term sustainable damage to the
Victorian economy.
Supplementary question
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — To use an
expression that the minister is fond of using, it would
appear that his ears have been painted on, because the
substantive question was: what action has the
government taken apart from the application to
terminate the bargaining period? I take it from his
answer that the minister and his department have
perhaps done only that, so my supplementary question
is: why has the minister or Workforce Victoria not been
assisting the parties to resolve the Qantas dispute?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — For all the
attempts of the Labor Party to vilify one party and one
party only in this dispute, the fact is the union leaders
themselves have stated explicitly and repeatedly their
intention to engage in a long and bruising industrial
campaign. In the view of the Baillieu government, the
damage had become too great and the risk of much
worse damage was too great to allow this to continue. It
is a pity that the commonwealth government did not
come to the same realisation much sooner.
In terms of the processes, Fair Work Australia had
made its determination to terminate on the submission
that the Victorian government made in concert with the
New South Wales government. Did the Queensland
government make an intervention? No. Did the South
Australian government make an intervention? No. It is
just amazing that the Labor state governments did not,
but we did.

Information and communications technology:
former government performance
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Health, the Honourable
David Davis. Can the minister inform the house of the
state government’s response to the Ombudsman’s
report on major ICT projects as it relates to the health
portfolio?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I know
my colleague has made some comments concerning the
Ombudsman’s report on ICT, but what is very clear
from the report is that the Ombudsman carefully
examines matters around ICT, in particular in the health
area. The HealthSMART system is a system that was
put in place by the previous Labor government in 2003.
It is a system that was originally set to cost $320-odd
million. However, the Ombudsman indicates that to
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complete it as originally envisaged would cost
$566 million. There is no question that the
HealthSMART ICT system is well behind time and
well behind budget. Like other ICT projects under the
previous government that Mr Rich-Phillips has referred
to, it is clear that that project has not been well
managed across a number of governments, including
both the Bracks and Brumby governments. That project
is an important one in the sense that ICT is very
important to the future of health care. Mr Rich-Phillips
made points about the significance of ICT to the
Victorian economy and — —
Mr Jennings — That’s why you back it in. You are
going to back it in, aren’t you?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — What I am going to say,
Mr Jennings, is that your government seriously
mismanaged the ICT project. I have got to say the
project has — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — We will make further
statements about the future of ICT. I will tell you who
botched this system — it was Daniel Andrews, who is
now the Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly. He
is the one who botched it. He is the one who managed it
over the last four years. He is the one who was
responsible for the huge blow-out in the ICT system
called HealthSMART. He is the one who has got to
take responsibility for the mismanagement of the health
ICT system.
Mr Jennings — You do!
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — No, Mr Jennings, you do.
You have to take some responsibility as well.
Mr Andrews did not know how to manage that system.
He did not understand how to manage that system. He
allowed it to drift on and blow out massively. It was
massive mismanagement of the system,
mismanagement that has caused tremendous — —
Hon. M. P. Pakula interjected.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Mr Pakula has been
overzealous today, I think, in prosecuting his various
views. I ask him to show a little bit more — —
Hon. M. P. Pakula — I will lower the tone.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Thank you.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — What is clear from the
Ombudsman’s examination of this system is that there
are still serious problems in it — for example, he points
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to clinical issues about the effectiveness of the system.
He points to issues about the implementation. He points
to the failure to implement it according to the original
scope and to the failure to fully cost it.

approach to industrial relations and the resolution of
disputes.

Mr Jennings — He says the scope and budget
should have been bigger.

Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) — If
the intention of the government is to have a balanced
approach to industrial relations outcomes, does the
balanced approach in the government’s adoption of the
options that are available to it in terms of the provisions
of Fair Work Australia include agreeing to consent
arbitration processes, or is the government exclusively
selective in its application of Fair Work Australia
provisions based upon draconian sanctions and on
compulsory arbitration being enforced within this
situation?

Hon. D. M. DAVIS — He says there was no
business case when the thing was launched. Imagine
launching a $320 million project with no business case.
That is what those opposite did in government. There
was no business case, but there was a $320 million
project — no wonder it ran off the rails and crashed
into the wall. It has got to be picked up — —
Mr Jennings — You’re verballing them.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I am not verballing them. He
said there was no business case, and that is the fact.
Labor governments cannot manage these things. They
cannot manage large projects, they cannot manage
money. Daniel Andrews is going to wear this. He has to
take responsibility for this.

Industrial relations: consent arbitration
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question today is to the Minister for Employment
and Industrial Relations. Whilst the minister may have
an interest in the nurses enterprise bargaining
agreement, my interest in asking him this question
today is in his role as the custodian of government
policy in industrial relations. Does the government have
a policy, as it is applying in the nurses case, not to
accept or agree to a process of consent arbitration
before Fair Work Australia?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank the
member for his question. As he is aware, questions
about the industrial relations framework in terms of his
responsibility, in relation to the nurses dispute, are
obviously questions that are properly directed to the
Minister for Health. What we seek as a government in
the industrial framework is a balanced, common-sense
approach to industrial relations and the resolution of
disputes. This government wants what is best for
Victoria and its people.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — Stop reading your answer!
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — Mr Pakula has
already been told to calm down, and I am telling him he
ought to calm down, because, as I said, the Victorian
government will advocate a balanced, common-sense

Supplementary question

Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank the
member for his question, because again these are
matters that will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.
Our approach is to have a balanced, common-sense
approach to industrial relations and the resolution of
disputes — pure and simple.

Housing: Norlane development
Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — My question
without notice is to the Minister for Housing, who is
also the Minister for Children and Early Childhood
Development, and I ask: can the minister outline the
detail of her recent announcement to provide muchneeded new public and affordable housing in Norlane
in North Geelong?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
thank the member for his question and for his ongoing
interest in the northern suburbs of Geelong. I was
delighted on 15 November to go down to Geelong with
members for Western Victoria Region David Koch and
Simon Ramsay and the member for South Barwon in
the other place, Andrew Katos, to announce an
$18 million investment in public and affordable
housing in Norlane. Over the next four years in
partnership with local builders from the Geelong area
we will deliver 320 new homes in the Norlane area.
This will result in 160 new public housing properties
and 160 affordable private homes.
Work has already begun on this project. Fourteen of
these new homes are under construction, and we will
deliver the first of those new homes in December. We
will also demolish the derelict concrete walk-up flats in
Yooringa Avenue, and that initiative has been met with
great applause from the community. We will establish a
display village to display affordable homes from a
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range of local builders that young local families will be
able to afford to buy and build in Norlane.
This initiative to provide affordable housing options
will particularly target young families. The project is
complemented by other Baillieu government
commitments in the North Geelong area, including a
work and learning centre in North Geelong and our
commitment, with the City of Greater Geelong, to
deliver a structure plan for Corio Norlane. We have
already established a community advisory committee,
which will be chaired by a member for Western
Victoria Region, David Koch, to facilitate community
input into the development. This project puts planning
back into the hands of the local council, removing the
call-in application from the former government.
How has this announcement been received in Geelong?
It has been received with great applause. In last
Wednesday’s Geelong Advertiser the Committee for
Geelong’s Peter Dorling was quoted as saying:
It would have to be one of the most significant
announcements in Geelong’s recent history …

In the Geelong Independent on Friday Norlane resident
Lisa Peppers, who ‘opposed Labor’s plan but
welcomed the coalition’s project’, was quoted as
saying:
I’m particularly thrilled that the three and four-storey
developments are not going ahead …

Those were the developments proposed by the former
government.
An article in the Geelong Advertiser on Saturday, titled
‘Ted’s team earns promising praise’ finished by saying:
The government put a final line under its first year in power
by this week announcing an $80 million project to revitalise
public housing in Geelong’s northern suburbs.
That’s not a study or a review, it’s actually under way with
the first 14 houses completed before Christmas and is
probably the first real indication of the sort of government
Ted Baillieu wants to lead — one that is interested in doing
the job rather than spruiking it —

like the former government.
I have also received a letter from the local ward
councillor, Kylie Fisher, who said:
I write to thank you for your government’s announcement in
Geelong on 15 November …
… I am absolutely thrilled with this news. The information
you provided at the announcement in respect to the type of
housing and locations proposed for redevelopment are most
appropriate …
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Please be assured of council’s support…

The mayor also welcomed our announcement,
saying — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! The member’s time
has expired.
Questions interrupted.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The PRESIDENT — Order! I take this opportunity
to welcome to the gallery a visitor who I think has
probably come here more than some members,
Mr Diego Velasco von Pilgrimm, the Chilean Consul
General. He has spoken as many times as at least one
Labor member in a previous administration. On this
occasion Mr Velasco von Pilgrimm brings with him a
delegation from Chile which is looking at a range of
policy and administrative activities of the Victorian
government in terms of drug and alcohol abuse,
particularly education programs and enforcement
methods associated with driving, and to some extent
workplace practice.
They are here for several days. They come following a
meeting that several members of this house had with
some members of that delegation back in Santiago
earlier this year when we discussed various Victorian
programs with them. We are very pleased to see them
come here to follow up on that visit and to investigate
some of the things that we have been doing in Victoria,
which they have very kindly said to us are in effect
leadership positions in the world. We welcome them,
and we are very pleased to see the Consul General
again.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Questions resumed.

Community sector: wages
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
My question is to the Minister for Employment and
Industrial Relations. I refer to the announcement by the
Prime Minister, Julia Gillard, a couple of weeks ago
that the federal government would support the
Australian Services Union (ASU) claim of wage justice
for low-paid workers in the community services sector
by putting in a joint submission to the social and
community services pay equity case, and I ask: will the
Victorian government support the joint submission?
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The PRESIDENT — Order! I am conscious of the
motion that is still being debated in the house; however,
I do not believe this question anticipates the outcome of
that motion, so I will call on the Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations, Mr Dalla-Riva,
to answer the question.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank the
member for his question in light of the importance of
this particular issue. As I said before the last election
and as we maintain now, this government values the
work being done by community sector workers, who
are predominantly women, and acknowledges that often
it is incredibly physically and mentally demanding
work. We have consistently stood by our commitment
to provide $200 million towards the outcome of this
case. This is in contrast — —
Mr Lenders interjected.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — I take up the
interjection from the former Treasurer, Mr Lenders,
who in contrast allocated not one red cent. Members of
the former government talked about it. It is probably
very similar to their capacity for ICT, according to the
Ombudsman’s report. They spoke about it, but did not
allocate any money for it. What we have here, of
course, is our commitment of $200 million over four
years. It is in the budget; it has been allocated. This is in
contrast to the former government — —
Hon. M. P. Pakula — On a point of order,
President, the question was very carefully crafted in
order to avoid anticipation. Given that the motion
before the house talks about funding, I specifically did
not ask about funding because I did not want to get into
the question of anticipating the debate. Despite the fact
that my question is about whether the government will
support the submission, the minister is now anticipating
the debate by dealing with the issue of funding. That
was not in any way part of the question. The question
was about whether the government would support the
joint submission.
Hon. D. M. Davis — On the point of order,
President, it might be a little cute to suggest that the
submission is not about funding, but making a
submission of that type inherently carries with it
funding responsibilities. There are clear commitments
there, and I think the minister is quite in order to
respond in that way. It might be that whilst technically
the member’s question would fit deeper into the matter,
it seems to me the minister is quite at liberty and is well
within his rights to answer a question in a full way that
looks at all aspects of it.
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The PRESIDENT — Order! When the question
was asked I considered whether or not there were any
concerns with our practice in regard to anticipation of
matters before the house, particularly considering that
the debate has been held today and is not resolved. I
gave consideration to that and, as I indicated to the
house, it was my view that Mr Pakula’s question did
not trespass on that particular practice of the house. I
am in a position where, as I have indicated previously, a
Presiding Officer cannot direct a minister on how to
answer a question. In many ways the anticipation rule
probably is more strictly enforced in respect of the
question than the answer. That is probably because of
the context in which a question is put determines
whether or not it is trying to elicit further information
that might impact on the debate.
In terms of an answer, a minister still needs to be
mindful of anticipation. I understand the point made by
the Leader of the Government. I think that in putting his
question Mr Pakula would also understand that the
substantial basis of a submission in respect of this
matter or other matters would obviously go to the
question of cost, government resources and the capacity
to meet certain decisions that might be made in respect
of wages, conditions and entitlements. To that extent I
think the minister is entitled to make some remarks in
this area.
I am also mindful that part of the substance of the
debate that is currently before the house is to admonish
the government and government members for the
manner in which they are alleged to have responded to
petitions and other matters associated with the claim as
distinct from necessarily the claim itself. I know the
motion goes to other points, but it is a multipronged
motion in that sense. When I look at it from that point
of view the motion before the house at the moment
does not talk about funding. In my view it is
appropriate on this occasion that the minister continues
with his answer along the lines that he has been
answering the question.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — In terms of the
commonwealth and the ASU’s joint submission to Fair
Work Australia, of which I have a copy here — —
Mr Lenders — Have you read it?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — I would,
Mr Lenders, but I only had 3 hours sleep. I thought it
was important that I had some sleep.
Mr Lenders interjected.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — It was in relation to
the debate. In the context of this significant document,
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we are disappointed we were not consulted, as the
statement appears to be inconsistent with the earlier
commonwealth submission around the contribution and
the Queensland rates. We also know the ASU has put a
series of different rates forward, and we are studying
the details to assess the financial impact of this
agreement that we were not involved in. The
commonwealth has indicated it will contribute a fair
share, but we need to know whether that will be a full
and continuing share. The Victorian government has
called for the commonwealth to provide an assurance
that ‘fair share’ means full and continuing funding. We
are committed, though, to work with Fair Work
Australia to reach a final determination.
Supplementary question
The PRESIDENT — Order! In phrasing his
supplementary question, Mr Pakula can be mindful of
the remarks that I made in response to the minister’s
answer. Therefore he has a little more leeway than he
had on his substantive question.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
am sure I will not require it, President. I am going to
confine this as much as possible to help the minister to
resist the temptation to stray.
I note that in his answer the minister said he was
disappointed that he had not been consulted by the
commonwealth and the Australian Services Union, so I
ask: in terms of the instructions that have been provided
to representatives of the Victorian government who are
before Fair Work Australia, has the minister provided
them with instructions either to support the joint
submission, oppose it or remain silent on it? If so, can
he advise the house of what those instructions are?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I note that the
barrister, Rachel Doyle, was appointed by Mr Pakula
when he had the role of industrial relations minister. I
note that we still maintain Rachel Doyle as our barrister
for the case. What we are saying is that in the context of
this deal that was done without the states’ engagement
and without Victoria in particular, we are trying to
assess the financial impact that this will have. We are
seeking some assurances from the federal government
that it will contribute a fair share. We still do not know
what that means in the context of this submission, and
we will be working with the commonwealth and with
others to try to get to a final determination with Fair
Work Australia.
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Industrial relations: minimum hours
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
direct my question without notice to the Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations, the Honourable
Richard Dalla-Riva, and I ask: can the minister advise
the house of any further impact that the Baillieu
government’s intervention in the minimum shift case
has had on secondary students working casually after
school?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank the
member for her question, because somebody who has
worked in business would understand that this
government has made clear its commitment to a
balanced and common-sense approach to industrial
relations, with a focus on fairness, productivity and
genuine flexibility for parties.
Earlier this year, in my capacity as Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations, I intervened on
behalf of the Victorian government in the National
Retail Association (NRA) case on after-school work for
students. I remind those opposite that the Victorian
government was the only state to intervene in this case,
but it did so because it felt that it was important to
support calls by national retailers for greater flexibility.
The Baillieu government does not believe
commonwealth laws should be making it harder for
small businesses to employ students, especially in
regional Victoria, and harder for students to get afterschool work.
A few months ago Fair Work Australia took these
factors into account and agreed with the submissions of
the NRA and the Victorian government. This Fair
Work Australia ruling, which allows for a 11⁄2-hour
minimum engagement for student casuals, represents a
victory for common sense.
To this end it would appear that others outside of
Victoria also appreciate what the Victorian government
has done because of the need for flexible working
conditions that allow secondary students optimal
opportunities to engage in casual work at hours suitable
to their circumstances. Mrs Kronberg might ask where
else this has been adopted. Where else has this been
adopted but in the Labor Party-governed state of
Queensland?
Mr Patrick Batch, a veterinary surgeon, sought a
variation to the veterinary services award. He submitted
that the inflexible 3-hour minimum engagement period
under the award operated unfairly, given that a number
of his employees were students who were generally not
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available to start work before 4.00 p.m. and yet the
business closed its doors each day at 6.00 p.m.

responsibilities are as Minister for Employment and
Industrial Relations?

The presiding commissioner looked to the full bench
decision of the retailers case, and he held in favour of
the veterinary surgeon. Unlike Victoria and unlike the
Shop, Distributive and Allied Employees Association,
no other parties opposed the application to vary the
award. No other person varied the award. No other
parties made submissions to Fair Work Australia to
argue against what is clearly very good for business and
very good for secondary school students. This decision
shows that the common-sense and balanced approach
of the Baillieu government to industrial relations is
being recognised beyond Victoria’s borders.

Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — That is a new
question.

Public sector: government wages policy

Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — I am pleased that
Mr Pakula has asked this question. He asked about
Qantas. I intervened there as industrial relations
minister. We spoke about social and community
services. I intervened; it is my application, my process.
We spoke about the National Retail Association. I
intervened and we got a great decision for industrial
relations in this state. Mr Pakula seems to think that
industrial relations is specific to one area, but it covers a
variety of different areas.

Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
My question is to the Minister for Employment and
Industrial Relations. Right now negotiations are
proceeding for an enterprise agreement with the
Community and Public Sector Union to cover tens of
thousands of public servants, including staff who work
at Parliament. There is a dispute under way and the
matter has been before Fair Work Australia, and I am
wondering if the minister can outline to the house
exactly what role he has, as Minister for Employment
and Industrial Relations, in the efforts to bring those
negotiations to a conclusion.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — As I have
indicated before, this is a question that ought properly
be directed to the Minister for Finance, who has
carriage of that. In terms of our approach, we are
seeking a balanced, common-sense approach to
industrial relations, and we would seek the resolution of
any dispute to be in the best interests of Victoria and its
people.
Supplementary question
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister, and I have listened to all the answers
he has given today — to the fact that his officers have
no role in assisting the Qantas parties, to his refusal to
enunciate a policy position in relation to consent
arbitration and to the answer he has just given now.
With regard to the biggest enterprise bargaining
agreement over the life of this government, the minister
says that as the Minister for Employment and Industrial
Relations he in effect has no role to play and that it is a
matter for the Minister for Finance. I am compelled to
ask the minister: in the 60 seconds that he has is he able
to succinctly outline for the house exactly what his

Hon. M. P. Pakula — No, it is not. It is directly
related to the first answer.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Minister Dalla-Riva
can answer the question. I accept that it is not an
entirely expanded new question but a reflection of the
matters that have been raised in the context of the other
questions he has been asked today, and therefore the
question is valid.

I am glad he asked the question about the role of
employment, because I think it is important to put on
the record that since the Victorian coalition government
came to office — that is, since last December —
employment has risen by 22 900 jobs. In terms of my
role as employment minister, we have generated jobs.
We have had Nexteer Automotive Australia where we
have generated 250 jobs. We are creating and
generating jobs for Victoria.

Dandenong: Little India precinct
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is to the Minister for Planning, and I ask:
can the minister outline to the house what action the
Baillieu government has taken to address concerns
raised by traders in the Little India precinct in
Dandenong?
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — I thank
my colleague Mrs Peulich for her question and her
concern for the Little India traders and for the viability
of this precinct in the long term. As the house would be
aware, the Little India precinct, which is in and around
central Dandenong, comprises 27 traders operating
mixed retail shops, food shops and other — —
Mr Somyurek — Have you ever been there?
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Hon. M. J. GUY — Mr Somyurek, malicious bulls
disrupt the whole herd — that is a Ukrainian proverb
that you should learn — so calm down for now. I am
about to get to the answer. I have been to Little India a
number of times, and I am keen to ensure that the
traders in Little India are fully aware of what this
government is doing to make it easier for them to
operate.
This is another planning mess that I have inherited. It
resulted from the compulsory acquisition of properties
during the era of the previous planning minister,
Mr Madden, now the member for Essendon in the
Assembly. Those properties have been acquired and no
end date has been given as to when they will eventually
be demolished and moved on. A number of obstacles
have been put in the way of those traders’ ability to
operate.
Mr Somyurek interjected.
Hon. M. J. GUY — This government has moved
clearly and quickly. We have spoken to traders a
number of times. I have been down there a number of
times. The head of Places Victoria, Mr Clarke, has been
down there number of times. We have talked to traders
about those issues. We have put them together directly
with the head of Places Victoria to resolve some of
these issues. They are not easy to resolve thanks to the
previous government’s compulsory acquisition.
Mr Somyurek, who has been interjecting, did not raise a
single one of these issues in the previous Parliament.
We have sat down and developed a new website for the
traders so they can get their message across and a selfguided tour brochure so people know what is where.
We are embarking upon an advertising campaign in
tourist and Indian media to alert people to the presence
of the precinct — that it still exists. We are in
discussions with the council and with VicRoads in
relation to better signage. We are putting in place new
signage throughout the central Dandenong precinct. We
are doing what we can to ensure that people know that
the precinct is operative, it is there and it is happening
and that the precinct can get on with business.
As I said, these issues have been around for some time.
The previous government could have resolved these
issues — —
Mr Somyurek interjected.
Hon. M. J. GUY — You did not do very much; in
fact you did nothing. You behaved like a feudal
landlord, Mr Somyurek. You should learn from my 91year-old babushka: Ти мокрі куряҹі — you are wet
chooks. You had the chance to perform, and you did
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nothing. We are doing something. We are not wet
chooks. We are getting on with the job, helping the
traders and putting in place — —
Mr Somyurek — On a point of order, President, the
minister has used a language that this house does not
recognise.
The PRESIDENT — Order! It would have been
more apposite if the minister had used a proverb from
Uttar Pradesh, Kerala or somewhere like that rather
than from Eastern Europe, but nonetheless I ask the
minister to come back to the substance of his actions to
address these issues in Dandenong.
Hon. M. J. GUY — As I said, this government
understands the pressures that traders have been placed
under. We have met with them a number of times, we
are doing what we can to resolve those on-the-ground
issues and to ensure that in the first instance people
know Dandenong’s Little India precinct is trading, is
operating well, is a place to visit and is a terrific
addition to central Dandenong. This government is
doing the work to help those traders continue running
their small businesses, unlike the previous government,
which tried to shut them down.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
wonder whether the minister has any update on the
matter he took on notice last week, which was the issue
about ministers providing answers which say that a
whole-of-government response will be provided. He
was going to ascertain for me the form and the timing
of those whole-of-government responses. I wonder
whether he has an update on that.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I will
have an update for Mr Pakula tomorrow.
Sitting suspended 12.59 p.m. until 2.03 p.m.

COMMUNITY SECTOR: WAGES
Debate resumed.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — My
contribution to the debate was interrupted by the lunch
break. I know everyone requires a mental health break
occasionally, and after last night’s farce I would not
deprive anybody of an hour for a mental health break,
particularly for the staff in this building.
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I was proud earlier this year to attend with many of my
Labor colleagues the Australian Services Union’s
national day of action for equal pay for community
sector workers. Despite the rain, there was a significant
turnout to that rally. The rally was held in response to
the decision of Fair Work Australia on 16 May that
social and community services workers are not
receiving equal pay and that a significant cause of this
pay gap is gender as well as other factors. I have been
pleased to see that the federal government has been
willing to move quickly on this issue. The Prime
Minister announced on 10 November that the Gillard
federal government will commit $2 billion of additional
funding to support the approximately 150 000 SACS
workers in Australia, who, as I indicated earlier, are
some of the lowest paid workers in the social and
community services sector.
It has been recognised by the federal government that
there is a need to move on pay equity, and there are
significant and tangible moves afoot at the federal level.
However, the SACS workers and the delivery of
services and programs depend on state government
funding as well. That is why Ms Pulford has moved this
very good motion today. The motion relates to the
backflip by the Baillieu government, which represents
the harsh reality of what this government is about —
that is, service cuts and jobs cuts. I am very concerned
that the government has made promises in this area
with no intention of following through on them. The
sentiments around the issues of supporting pay equity
which were earlier expressed by the parliamentary
secretary, Mrs Coote, also need to be supported
financially. The government needs to put its money
where its mouth is, so to speak.
The point I want to conclude on is the following
comment made by the Australian Services Union
assistant secretary, Lisa Darmanin, in a media release of
16 November:
Community workers are committed to being there for
vulnerable Victorians and those in crisis, but the Baillieu
government’s broken promises of adequate support and
funding for this sector puts help at risk for all of us. If caring
work was properly funded, community workers could
continue to be there for those in need.
Fair Work Australia has already ruled that the reason people
who work in this sector are paid less is because the industry is
dominated by women. This is unfair. People who work to
improve the lives of those with disabilities, victims of
domestic violence and vulnerable children want to see a fair
day’s pay for a fair day’s work.

That quote sums up very well what this debate is all
about. If we are serious about supporting those workers
who work with the most vulnerable in our community
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and we want to ensure that they do not leave the
workforce because they feel they are undervalued, then
we need to ensure that they are appropriately
remunerated. Achieving equal pay for community
sector workers is crucial in ensuring that the sector can
deliver the quality services that are so important to our
community. This government is failing SACS workers
and the people who rely on those workers each and
every day, and I urge the house to support this motion
and to support SACS workers today.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — I thank
members for their contributions to this debate. I will
wrap things up briefly with a couple of quick points.
Mrs Coote put on a brave face when making a case for
the government. That is to be commended — the
Wednesday brave face! Mrs Coote talked about the
child protection workers in Gippsland and the people
she has met at the juvenile justice centre at Malmsbury.
She also talked about the government’s election
commitment and made some assertions about the
commitment that Labor had made to fully fund any
decision. It is important to note that Labor had made
provision for the decision — —
Mr Lenders — Absolutely!
Ms PULFORD — ‘Absolutely’, said the former
Treasurer. Further to that, it is very difficult for the
government, on the one hand to say there is
$200 million over four years and that, in the spirit of
Mr O’Brien’s contribution, it is going to fully commit
to that funding when on the other hand we do not know
what it is going to cost because the decision has not
been made. Mrs Coote cited, state by state, each
jurisdiction’s response or perhaps lack of response to a
decision that has not yet been handed down.
It is very hard for anyone to put a cost on this decision
until the umpire, Fair Work Australia, has made its final
position clear. Mrs Coote was being a little selective
with the facts in her presentation. This is not something
that will fill social and community sector employees
with any great confidence that the government will
fully fund any outcome. Government speakers,
including Ms Crozier, also talked about the
$200 million commitment. I think that is an important
point to make as a rebuttal.
I also note that the Minister for Employment and
Industrial Relations indicated in question time that he
has not provided instructions one way or the other on
the joint submission of the Australian Services Union
(ASU) and the commonwealth government that was
presented to Fair Work Australia on 17 November, so

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT (SERIOUS MISCONDUCT) AMENDMENT BILL 2011
5454

COUNCIL

the opportunity still exists for the Victorian government
to do the right thing.
The employees at the juvenile justice centre in
Malmsbury are not covered by the ASU pay equity
application and this test case because their work is
covered by the Community and Public Sector Union.
On a final note, I would like to pay tribute to Linda
White, Lisa Darmanin, Lloyd Williams, Senator Jacinta
Collins and countless others for the work they have
done on what is a historic moment in wage justice for
Victorian workers. I also wish very well the people who
work in the social and community sector for the
important work that they do in caring for the most
vulnerable Victorians in our community.
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 18
Barber, Mr
Broad, Ms
Darveniza, Ms
Eideh, Mr (Teller)
Elasmar, Mr
Hartland, Ms
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr

Mikakos, Ms
Pakula, Mr
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Scheffer, Mr (Teller)
Somyurek, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms

Noes, 20
Atkinson, Mr
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr D.
Davis, Mr P.
Drum, Mr
Elsbury, Mr
Finn, Mr
Guy, Mr

Koch, Mr (Teller)
Kronberg, Mrs
Lovell, Ms
O’Brien, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr (Teller)
Petrovich, Mrs
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr

Pair
Viney, Mr

Hall, Mr

Motion negatived.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT (SERIOUS
MISCONDUCT) AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) introduced a
bill for an act to amend the Members of Parliament
(Register of Interests) Act 1978 in relation to the
imposition of a serious indictable offence for the
serious misconduct of members of Parliament and
for other purposes.
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Read first time; by leave, ordered to be read second
time forthwith.
Statement of compatibility
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) tabled
following statement in accordance with Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
I make this statement of compatibility with respect to the
Members of Parliament (Serious Misconduct) Amendment
Bill 2011 (the bill), in accordance with section 28 of the
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities (the charter).
In my opinion, the bill as introduced to the Legislative
Council is compatible with the human rights protected by the
charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this
statement.
Overview of bill
The main purpose of this act is to amend the Members of
Parliament (Register of Interests) Act 1978 to create a
criminal offence for the serious misconduct of a member of
Parliament.
Human rights protected by the charter that are relevant to the
bill:
The bill positively engages and fulfils the right of the public
to participate in public affairs (section 18 of the charter) by
providing for criminal penalties where elected representatives
commit serious derogations from applicable standards of
conduct.
By providing for a term of imprisonment, the bill engages
section 21 of the charter.
The introduction of a criminal offence reflects serious
deleterious effects that a major breach of the trust and
responsibility held by elected representatives has on the
public’s right to have their will properly expressed through
their elected representatives.
A sentence of imprisonment imposed under the bill would of
course be subject to appropriate safeguards designed to
protect the rights of individuals subject to Victoria’s
sentencing scheme, including the proportionate exercise of
sentencing discretion and rights to appeal.
Accordingly, providing the sentencing option of
imprisonment constitutes a reasonable limit on the right to
liberty expressed in section 21.
Section 26 provides that a person must not be tried or
punished more than once for an offence in respect of which
he or she has already been finally convicted or acquitted in
accordance with law.
Subclause (4) of the new clause 3A clarifies that this new
offence does not prevent or derogate from any existing
criminal or civil proceedings for which the member may be
liable.
A separate, principal criminal offence is not a necessary
antecedent for an offence under the bill. As a matter of
criminal procedure it would therefore be open to the
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prosecution to charge an accused with multiple offences in
relation to one set of factual circumstances.
In my view, this does not infringe the right against double
jeopardy.
Conclusion
In my opinion, the Members of Parliament (Serious
Misconduct) Amendment Bill 2011, as introduced to the
Legislative Council, is compatible with the human rights
protected by the charter act.

Second reading
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I move:
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These elements are: a member of Parliament, in the
course of or in relation to their public office, wilfully
misconducts themselves by act or omission, without
reasonable excuse or justification and where such
misconduct is serious, not trivial, having regard to the
responsibilities of the office and the office-holder, the
importance of the public objects which they serve and
the nature and extent of the departure from those
responsibilities.
The bill gives the judiciary a wide discretion to
determine if the misconduct is serious and provides a
solid foundation for law enforcement authorities to
pursue their prosecutions based upon the common law.

That the bill be now read a second time.

The regulatory regime for members of the Victorian
Parliament currently consists of six loosely worded
subsections in the code of conduct, in part I of the
Members of Parliament (Register of Interests)
Act 1978. If one compares this code with the
obligations on the public sector, profit and not-forprofit corporations, doctors, nurses, teachers, lawyers,
councillors or child-care workers, it is clear that
members of Parliament, their staff and the ministry and
their staff need to be brought to a level commensurate
with our significant responsibilities and the public trust
that is placed in us.
This bill only makes a start to what should be a wideranging review involving all 128 members of
Parliament. This bill starts the renewal process in the
most important area by creating an offence for the
serious misconduct in relation to a member’s office.
Since social economist Gary Becker’s seminal work in
1968, most economists have regarded crime as a
function of the expected benefits weighed against the
expected costs. When the potential gains from
corruption are high, we should expect to see more of it.
Conversely, when the penalties are large, or detection is
likely, we should expect to see less corruption.
This bill will help to ensure corruption does not rear its
head in this Parliament by increasing the threat of
imprisonment or serious penalties.
The indictable offence created by this bill is rigidly
based upon the common law offence of ‘misconduct in
public office’. The Crime and Misconduct Commission
in Queensland, with the support of the Director of
Public Prosecutions, recommended such an offence be
put into statute. This bill used the same
recommendations as the basis for the elements of the
offence.

The offence carries a level 6 maximum penalty of
five years imprisonment, 600 penalty units ($73 284
this financial year) or both. This penalty mimics the
level inserted in 2009 into section 76D of the Local
Government Act 1989 for a councillor’s misuse of their
position.
This is a modest bill that only attempts to plug the most
serious of gaps in the regulation of the conduct of
members of Parliament. I urge the Parliament to work
in a multipartisan manner to develop a comprehensive,
modern version of the code of conduct and register of
interests. I look forward to the commencement of such
a review.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms CROZIER
(Southern Metropolitan).
Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 7 December.

PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I
move:
That this house requires the Leader of the Government to
table in the Legislative Council by 12 noon on Tuesday,
6 December 2011, a copy of the report by Grant Thornton on
educating year prep to 12 students with an autism spectrum
disorder in Western Metropolitan Region, commissioned by
the department of education.

I will be quite brief in my remarks, because I think this
is an extremely straightforward proposition. I am
calling for the documents on an issue that is very
important to families in the west — the provision of
education to the growing number of students with
autism spectrum disorder. On 12 September I emailed
the minister asking for these documents; not only did I
not receive the documents but I did not receive a
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response of any kind. I must therefore now call for
these documents in the Parliament.
During the election campaign last year the Baillieu
government promised families in the west that a prep to
year 12 school would be provided for students with
autism. In addition the western metropolitan region
strategic autism spectrum disorder plan was developed
to guide delivery of education to students with autism
across the west. A scoping study, which I will hereon
refer to as the review, was also undertaken to feed into
this plan.
One year into the Baillieu government’s term, and more
than a year since the review began, families in the west
are still waiting. They were informed that the review
would only take 3 months, then it became 5 months; it
took nearly 8 months to do even the public
consultations, and it is now more than 12 months since
the review commenced. The review has been
completed, but its contents are not publicly available. In
fact the minister has now been sitting on the report for
some three months. Again, families were informed that
the results of the review would be made public by the
last week of September or the first week in October, but
they are still waiting.
I am calling for these documents because the families in
the west deserve accountability and transparency. We
need to see the recommendations of the review so the
government can get on with the job of delivering a
better education service to families. We need to see
what the review says about the number of students with
an actual diagnosis of autism, how well the current
system is serving them and how we can improve
meeting their educational needs. Families in the west
deserve the best available education for their children. I
have met with many of these families and visited their
homes. I see that they work incredibly hard to give their
children the best possible outcomes. As I said, a
commitment was made to establish a P–12 school in the
west. It was a very strong commitment made during the
election campaign, which has not been fulfilled. I am
asking for one document from the government, and I
hope we will be able to achieve that today.
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) — I am
pleased to speak on behalf of the government, in the
first instance at least, on Ms Hartland’s motion. In its
usual fashion the government will not oppose the
motion citing the usual caveats that have been
articulated previously around these motions. I note
Ms Hartland’s comments about this matter in her
communication with the minister.
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The broader issue here is of children with special needs
in specialised education settings, which is obviously
important and an issue which all members of
Parliament would be all too aware of. In my electorate
of Eastern Victoria Region there was a significant
campaign prior to the last election for a new special
school in the Casey-Cardinia growth corridor. I was
pleased that the then shadow minister, the member for
Nepean in the Assembly, Mr Dixon, announced that, if
elected, a new government would build a new special
school in Officer. I am pleased that in the Baillieu
government’s first budget funding has been provided to
facilitate that. The SS4CC group, which was organised
to campaign for and assist with the delivery of a new
special school, has been working very closely with the
Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development to help plan and develop this new school.
As I understand it, off its own back it has visited a
range of different special schools throughout Victoria
looking for best practice.
As members of Parliament we are all acutely aware of
the demands of and the challenges faced by students
with specialised needs. I am pleased that in its first
budget the government delivered a record investment
for special schools. A total of $78.3 million was
allocated to share among 11 special schools and autism
schools in Victoria, including $60.3 million of new
funding to be delivered through the 2012–13 budget. I
am sure my colleague Mr Finn will have more to say
about the school project in question, as it is in the
electorate he shares with Ms Hartland. But it is fair to
say that the government is keen to deliver on this
commitment because it understands the demands in this
area.
With those words, the government will not oppose
Ms Hartland’s motion. As a member of the government
I look forward to working with the communities in my
electorate to deliver improved specialist education for
children with special needs.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — The
opposition supports this motion, which calls for the
report to be tabled. The review was committed to by an
education minister in the previous government, which
took the position that this review should be completed
by early this year. It appears that it has taken a bit
longer than that, but it is important that it is right. Had
the previous government been successful at the last
election, it would have used the study to determine the
best way forward for the education of children with
autism in the west, therefore it is easy to support the
motion. I am pleased that Mr O’Donohue said it would
be supported by the government, so the report can be
tabled, as Ms Hartland’s motion states, on Tuesday,
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6 December. I understand that a lot of people in the
west have been keen for the report to be released so
they can see what outcomes have been suggested. As I
said, it is quite easy for the opposition to support the
motion.
The member for Altona in the other place only recently
called on the Minister for Education to release the
report. She stated that parents of children with an
autism spectrum disorder in the west had been
campaigning for a better deal and were keen for the
report to be released. I have spoken to the members for
Williamstown and Niddrie in the other place; they have
had a lot of contact with parents around this issue to the
point where, I understand, the member for
Williamstown held a well-attended forum — nearly
300 people attended — to discuss issues around autism.
It is a great way to communicate to the community. I
am a bit miffed that he has been questioned by the
Department of Parliamentary Services about his use of
communication money to hire a hall, but that is perhaps
an issue for another day. I cannot think of a better way
for a member of Parliament to communicate with their
constituents than face to face and by making experts
available so they can discuss particular topics.
I understand that before the election, when the coalition
was in opposition, it took a different position — that it
would establish a new P–12 school in the west. I
understand that a few people in the west are nervous
about the project coming to fruition. I understand there
is $4 million in the budget to go towards the project. I
suspect the government will make further
announcements regarding further stages of funding of
that particular project.
During the last Parliament I made a number of
contributions in this place on behalf of some parents
from the eastern suburbs, particularly the Knox area,
who were championing a similar school to the school
people in the west are championing. I know that school
has been funded and will end up being a state-of-the-art
facility for this type of education. Building that school
cost $16 million. As I said, I expect that more funds
will be used to build a similar school in the west.
I understand people have looked at different types of
schools. I am sure people in the east considering an
autistic P–12 school have spoken to the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development — I do
not need to encourage them to do this; I think they have
already done this — about the plans, scope and types of
classrooms available for this type of education.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I rise today
not just to not oppose the motion but to support it,
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because if there is one thing we need more of in regards
to autism, it is information. Information is the one thing
that we are lacking in buckets, and that lack of
information should not be at all surprising.
Until eight and a half years ago I did not know much
about autism either. I knew that such a thing as autism
existed; I knew it was something that I did not want to
have anything to do with. But apart from that I was like
everybody else: I did not know how bad this affliction
could be. Then my son was diagnosed with autism. He
is now 10 years of age. For about eight and a half years
we have had knowledge of his position on the autism
spectrum — if you want to put it in those terms. That is
when the challenge started.
I have to say to members of the house that I still do not
know as much as I would like to know about autism. I
do not think anybody does, otherwise we would have
gone a lot further towards a cure than we have. At the
moment we do not even know what causes it. We do
not know what physical links inside the brain result in
this particular affliction; we do not know very much at
all. The only thing we know is that this is a silent
affliction. It is extraordinarily difficult for parents,
because there is no wheelchair and there is no sign to
the outside world that these children have a problem.
To all of the world they are the same as every other
child running around. When they throw a tantrum in the
supermarket and when their particular affliction comes
out in ways that are not particularly joyous, I have to
say the outside world is prone to make a very quick
judgement.
The parents of these children have it pretty tough
already. The last thing they need is the judgement of
others. These kids are not just naughty boys or girls
who need discipline; these are children who have a
major problem that we must address. There are a lot of
problems around. This autism problem is relatively
new, but it is something that we must address.
On Wednesday, 26 October this year, on the ABC
program The World Today the compere Eleanor
Hall — I am not familiar with her or this particular
program — pointed out that, according to her:
Figures just released in New South Wales show a dramatic
increase in the number of children diagnosed with autism
who are going through the public school system.
In the past eight years the number of students with autism
quadrupled —

I repeat: quadrupled —
to more than 8000.
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Brian Smyth King is the director of disability programs
in the New South Wales Department of Education and
Training. He said in this program that:
The numbers have increased quite dramatically. We’ve had
just over 2000 students in 2003 through to over 8000 students
this year.

Those figures do not surprise me, because anecdotally I
am hearing a similar story in Melbourne and other parts
of Victoria. There is no doubt that autism is on the rise.
Penny Beeston, who is the CEO of Autism Queensland
and the director of the Australian Advisory Board on
Autism Spectrum Disorders, made the following
observation:
I think that the education systems across Australia were never
designed to support the increased prevalence of children with
autism in mainstream classrooms, and I do believe that it has
caught probably all education systems unawares.
And there is a lot of catch-up required and part of that will be
that all mainstream teachers, whether they are primary or
secondary or even prep school teachers, need to be trained in
how to support children with autism in their classrooms.
This should be a blanket targeting of all teachers who are
going through teacher training as well as professional
development of those teachers who are already in the system.

That is clearly one view, and it is one that I would not
discount by any measure because, as with every child,
one size does not fit all. It is important that parents and
families are given some choice of education for their
children with autism, because each child is different;
each child has a different degree of autism. Some
children can be pretty close to that dreadful word which
I hate to use but will use anyway — that is, ‘normal’.
We can have some who are sitting in the corner rocking
back and forth, banging their heads against the wall,
and then we can have everything in between. It is not
something we can make a blanket statement about; it is
not something about which we can say ‘Righto, this is
what we are going to do with kids with autism’. There
are various degrees, and that is why it is known as
autism spectrum disorder, because its range is far and
wide.
I feel very much for parents who have children with
autism. To have one child with autism is bad enough,
but I know a number of parents who have more than
one child with autism — some have three children with
autism. I honestly do not know how they cope. I know
how difficult it is for our family with our little bloke
from time to time. I cannot begin to imagine how
parents with two or three children with autism manage.
They are true heroes in my view.
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For those who are not aware of how autism manifests
itself, it is, I suppose, an attack on the social skills of the
child. Children have no fear of anything. Our son was
and still is from time to time what is known as a
‘runner’. They are children who have to be kept inside
and almost locked up in a confined space for fear that
they will run onto the road in front of a car. They have
no fear; they will just run. They do not care where they
are running, they just want to run. I recall that a few
short years ago one of our son’s classmates was killed
when hit by a train at the Strathmore railway station. He
liked trains, and he went down to the station. He got in
front of the train, and he did not make it.
As parents of children with autism, that is what we live
with every day. We have to know where our child is
every second of every day. Even when we think we
have our homes almost fortified and even when we
think they are safe in their own homes and cannot
escape, these kids will find a way. You have to
remember that these kids are pretty clever, they are
pretty bright and they will find a way to get out.
I well recall one incident some years ago, and I still get
chills when I think about it. Liam, our son, decided he
would open the garage door. We have a roller door, and
he decided he would use the button inside the house to
open the door and go outside. But he also took his little
sister, who at the time was an 18-month-old toddler. In
our panic to get the little bloke back inside we did not
realise that she was gone. She had wandered down to
the main road. It was only an act of God that saved her.
That is what parents of children with autism live with
every day. That is something that is a part of life. To
take your child to the local bistro for dinner on a Friday
night is a major achievement. If you get them to sit in
the one place for long enough to eat their dinner, you
feel like doing a lap of honour. Things that everybody
else regards as pretty normal are a major challenge for
families of kids with autism.
It is not just the parents who are affected, I have to say,
because the siblings cop it as well. I am pleased to say
there are a number of programs that support the siblings
of children with autism. They are much needed by
those siblings, I can assure you, because they cop it, and
sometimes physically. They are sometimes on the
receiving end of that anger and frustration that
manifests itself in physical violence.
Autism affects every member of the family. It is not
just the immediate family either; it often affects
grandparents, aunties and uncles. It will affect, disrupt,
threaten and even destroy families in a way that in itself
is insidious and to the outside world totally mysterious.
To those of us involved it sometimes is quite
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mysterious as well. It has that rock-in-the-pool effect —
the rippling effect when you throw a stone in the water.
That is what autism does to families.
It is therefore extremely important that we get as much
information as we possibly can about children with this
disorder, even the numbers of the children affected. I
would have thought it was pretty basic. I am not sure
why we do not have the numbers as yet — for example,
we do not know how many children with autism there
are in Western Metropolitan Region. We do not know
how many kids have autism. I do not know why we do
not know. I am hoping this motion might flush that out,
because it seems that is a pretty basic level of
knowledge that would help us enormously.
It is a truly great challenge for families, a truly great
challenge for society and a truly great challenge for the
education system, because we now have thousands of
children with autism flooding the education system, and
the education system is not prepared for them, not by a
long shot. As I mentioned earlier this year in this house,
I suppose that largely comes from those who head up
the education department over the road in Treasury
Place, because this is something new, and bureaucrats,
generally speaking, do not like change. They do not
know how to handle autism or what they need to do to
handle this tsunami that is starting to hit us now. They
just do not know what to do.
I have promoted and continued to promote the IDEA
(Innovative Developments in the Education of Children
with Autism) program, which has been trialled at
Moomba Park Primary School in Fawkner. I think it is
an excellent program. I believe that this program will be
the answer, or a major part of the answer, for thousands
and thousands of families throughout Australia. I
believe that given a chance the IDEA program will lead
the world in turning around the lives of so many people
who otherwise would disappear down the drain. I am
not just talking about children with autism; as I
mentioned earlier, I am talking about the families as
well.
I have absolute faith and confidence in the IDEA
program. I very much hope — and I continue to lobby
the minister on this — that the government will give
this program the support that it deserves, not just at
Moomba Park and throughout Western Metropolitan
Region but right throughout Victoria. Once people see
the success of the program and once parents vote with
their feet, I have no doubt that we will see very great
benefits very quickly and parents will want their
children in this program. Once that happens, I have not
the slightest doubt at all that it will take off in a fairly
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big way. The other added attraction is that it is cheaper
than traditional autism-specific education.
In the meantime, as Ms Hartland more than alluded to,
we have a history of difficulties with autism-specific
education in the western suburbs, particularly in
Western Metropolitan Region. For some years now
we have had very little formal autism-specific
education in Western Metropolitan Region. The
Western Autistic School provides four years of
education. In the north, the south and the east kids
have been given 12 years of education. In the west
they are given four. I think that is wrong, I think that is
discriminatory and I think that stinks, so before the
last election the Liberal-Nationals coalition gave a
commitment that we would build a P–12 autismspecific school in the western suburbs. That is a
commitment that we stand by and that we have
already allocated funds to, and let me assure members
that it is happening. I have received a personal
guarantee from the minister that it is happening. We
have said that will happen in our first term.
I am pushing very hard because I know the time
difficulties and I know that we need this school as soon
as possible. I know the urgency with which parents are
viewing the building and the opening of this school.
There are some who have gone about — in a hysterical
manner, I have to say — causing great distress to a
number of parents by saying, ‘It is not going ahead’.
Some of those are involved in autistic education in the
west. That is very sad; it makes me angry but also very
sad because it is not necessary. We had a demonstration
out the front here a couple of weeks ago by people
demanding that the school be built. There is no need for
that to happen because the school is being built, and I
am very hopeful there will be an announcement on that
very soon.
There needs to be a cultural change in the Department
of Education and Early Childhood Development; there
are no two ways about that. People in the department
are behind the times; there is no question about that.
Some of them need a bomb under them — in the nicest
possible way — and they need to be informed and to be
aware of what is going on in the real world. They need
to be aware of what this disorder does to children and
their families. I hope that people in the department will
take advantage of the opportunities — there is no
shortage of opportunities — that are given to them to
come up to speed on this issue, because it is a matter
that is huge now but will become much bigger in a few
short years ahead. I fear to think what sort of problems
we will face in 10 years time if we do not act now.
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Having said that, I support the motion moved by
Ms Hartland, and I hope this information that is
provided by the department will go some way to
providing answers and much-needed support for
families and children affected by autism in the western
suburbs of Melbourne.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — Like my
colleagues Mr O’Donohue and Mr Finn, I rise in
support of Ms Hartland’s motion. I acknowledge
Ms Hartland’s contribution to this debate and Mr Finn’s
contribution, which we have just heard. Mr Finn gave a
description of his experiences as a parent and described
some of the challenges he and his family face on a daily
basis, which put the issue in perspective.
I also acknowledge the Minister for Education, Martin
Dixon, and the Minister for Community Services, Mary
Wooldridge, in relation to this issue. In particular I
acknowledge Ms Wooldridge for her interest in and
support for people with autism; it is her area of
responsibility to coordinate work across the various
relevant government departments that will improve our
response to people living with autism spectrum disorder
(ASD) and their families. I know the minister is very
supportive of people with autism spectrum disorder and
their families and their ability to participate in the
community and have equitable access to opportunities
such as education and community interaction and
involvement.
On 2 April I had the great pleasure of joining
Ms Wooldridge and Graham Watt, the member for
Burwood in the Assembly, in a march from Peanut
Farm Reserve in St Kilda to the Lower Esplanade in
St Kilda to mark World Autism Awareness Day
(WAAD). The World Autism Awareness Day website
has information about the large numbers of people who
are affected by autism and the pervasive nature of this
disorder, which Mr Finn so aptly described. The
website states:
World Autism Awareness Day shines a bright light on autism
as a growing global health crisis. WAAD activities help to
increase and develop world knowledge of the autism
epidemic and impart information regarding the importance of
early diagnosis and early intervention.

In his contribution Mr Finn said that he had only come
across autism spectrum disorder not so many years ago
through his personal circumstances. I note that World
Autism Awareness Day was created in 2007, only four
years ago, so it is a relatively new way for many people
to come to understand this disorder further. I know that
many members, including me, have family members
and friends who have children with autism, so its
incidence is increasing for whatever reason and we

Wednesday, 23 November 2011

need to comprehend the scale of the numbers of people
involved, as Mr Finn so aptly pointed out.
I am pleased the Baillieu government has a plan to
enable greater participation for people with autism. The
government’s plan for community services sets out
pathways and provides a whole-of-life model for
people with autism spectrum disorder that will enable
transition points throughout people’s lives. There are
six key areas that the minister has identified in
conjunction with the Department of Human Services.
They are: making it easier to get support; strengthening
the autism spectrum disorder expertise in the
workforce; extending and linking key services and
supports, especially during transition; enhancing and
providing appropriate educational opportunities;
facilitating successful participation in the community;
and developing a robust ASD evidence base, which
relates to a lot of the data Mr Finn was speaking about
and helps provide an understanding of the true figures.
The government’s plan for education also referred to
the provision of a range of educational options for
students with ASD. In that respect my colleagues
Mr O’Donohue and Mr Finn spoke of the government’s
commitment to supporting increased funding for
students with disabilities, and that includes children
with autism. I note that in a media release of May this
year the Minister for Education announced increased
funding of $20 million in the 2011–12 budget and
$44 million in 2012–13 to support students with
disabilities. The coalition government will be providing
a total of $156 million in new funding over the next
four years.
The government is providing support in a number of
other areas, but in terms of Ms Hartland’s motion the
government will fulfil its commitment to invest
$4 million in services for students with an autism
spectrum disorder in Western Metropolitan Region. I
think we are all in agreement that that is a very good
initiative.
There are several good examples of institutions that are
enabling students with disabilities to integrate, and I
bring to the attention of the house the Currajong School
in East Malvern, which is in my electorate of Southern
Metropolitan Region. This is a terrific example of an
independent school that provides a positive
environment for children with various levels of broad
spectrum disorder. It does not go to year 12; it goes
from prep to year 8. The staff at Currajong School
should be congratulated on what they are doing and
giving parents and children choice in that facility. I will
not say anything further in relation to Ms Hartland’s
motion, but along with Ms Hartland and other members
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who have spoken on this issue, including Mr Leane, I
add support to the motion.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
also rise to speak on the motion. I will give an outline
of the strong support the Baillieu government has
provided for special schools in Victoria while focusing
on addressing some of the issues associated with
special needs students. Mr Finn has outlined the huge
growth in the number of students who are diagnosed
with various disorders, including those diagnosed with
autism spectrum disorder (ASD). There has been
exponential growth in numbers, and clearly the
expertise and resources available to provide the level of
support that each and every child deserves are not often
available.
The strong support of the Baillieu government was
reflected in the 2011–12 budget, which made the largest
single investment in special and autistic school capital
works in more than a decade, with $78.3 million in
funding provided for 11 schools together with an
additional $156 million invested in the program for
students with disabilities to meet the growth in demand.
It was a commitment and a package that was warmly
welcomed by the Victorian community. Obviously
parents campaigned in various pockets of Victoria. One
of those was in my region — the Casey-Cardinia area
that Mr O’Donohue mentioned. There was a
commitment made to build a special school in Officer.
As the Parliamentary Secretary for Education, I was
recently asked to chair the ministerial advisory
committee for students with disabilities and additional
learning needs, and although that committee task force
has not yet met, I am pleased to work with experts in
the field to look at how we can expand our capacity,
meet rising demand and sustain the amenity of suitable
school facilities for vulnerable students and families.
The report Ms Hartland refers to was part of Western
Metropolitan Region’s regional autism spectrum
disorder strategic plan to inform prep to year 12 ASD
educational provision in Western Metropolitan Region.
As the report’s website indicates, the Victorian
government is committed to ensuring that within its
resources students with an ASD will be able to access
the educational options that best meet their needs. With
the exponential growth in the number of ASD
diagnoses, resources are obviously not keeping pace.
Options could include specialist autistic schools,
mainstream schools with supports, specialist settings
within mainstream schools auspiced by a specialist
autistic school, special schools, special developmental
schools or any combination of the above. As Mr Finn
stated, if you are a parent of a child with an autism
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spectrum disorder, there is not a one-size-fits-all
solution. There are different combinations and different
solutions to best meet the needs of that child.
In Western Metropolitan Region the number of students
currently supported who have an ASD as a primary
disability has steadily increased from 2006 to 2010, and
77 per cent of ASD students supported in Western
Metropolitan Region are in their primary years. In the
future obviously increased pressure will be placed on
secondary schools to provide for students on the
spectrum. Fifty-five per cent of students with an ASD
who are supported in Western Metropolitan Region in
years prep to 3 attend specialist schools. Of supported
students in years 4 to 12, 86 per cent attend mainstream
schools. Seventy-five per cent of supported students
with an ASD live in the local government areas (LGAs)
of Wyndham, Melton and Brimbank. Despite services
provided by mainstream schools and ASD-specific
support programs and outreach services, these LGAs do
not contain a relative proportion of ASD-specific and
generalist specialist support services.
As has been reiterated by others, when we came to
office the ministers were shocked at the state of
Victoria’s special and autistic schools. Clearly there is a
huge backlog affecting the most vulnerable children in
Victoria. They have mostly received nothing year after
year, and we are trying to turn that around. The
government has indicated that it will fulfil its
commitment to invest $4 million to establish a P–12
school for students with an autism spectrum disorder in
Western Metropolitan Region. The Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development has
conducted a scoping study to explore how best to invest
the coalition’s $4 million as part of a wider assessment
of need in the region. Findings of the study have been
published on the department’s website, so there is not a
complete absence of information in the public domain.
Indeed I understand from some of the parents who
might have been involved in the consultation that there
is a good deal of personal material about which there
may be some sensitivity and which parents may be
reluctant to disclose.
What is important is that the findings of the study have
been published on the department’s website for anyone
who is interested to look at. The coalition has been
considering options for establishing the P–12 ASD
school, and I understand that an announcement will be
made shortly. No doubt Mr Finn will be breaking open
a bottle of champagne when that occurs.
If you look at the department’s website — as updated
on 9 August 2011 — it says:
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The department is committed to ensuring, that within its
resources, students with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD)
will be able to access the educational option that best meets
their needs.

It goes on to mention the specific study that is the
subject of this motion and says:
As a key component of this scoping study, the parent/carers
and community were invited to take part in a consultation
process to provide feedback. An independent provider, Grant
Thornton, has been contracted to coordinate the scoping study
including the consultation process.

Often when these things are undertaken the raw data is
not all released. However, obviously, as
Mr O’Donohue mentioned, there are processes that will
be worked through and all of those things will be
considered, as has happened with other production of
documents motions in the past. As I said, though, it is
not a secret report. The conclusions are on the website
for all who are passionate about this issue and want to
see the state government of Victoria better meet the
needs of the growing number of students who are
affected by ASD. The report is there for all to read.
With those few words, I will conclude. I look forward
to seeing the coalition government provide even more
services and resources to Victoria’s neediest children.
Mrs COOTE (Southern Metropolitan) — It is with
pleasure that I follow Mrs Peulich in speaking on this
motion and take up the opportunity to put on the record
what the Department of Human Services is doing in
this state as far as autism is concerned. Autism is a very
concerning issue. There is no doubt that the numbers of
people affected are growing, and we have seen the
tensions that causes in the community. It would seem to
me, from speaking to people right across the state, that
there are several aspects to the issue of autism.
If you were to look at it as a graph, you would see that
there is a continuum of people affected, from those who
have got some profound issues right through to people
who have just been diagnosed. Where on that
continuum do we put the buckets of money that need to
be provided to address this problem? The people who
have a child who has just been diagnosed with autism
say, ‘Give us the money now; it is a really good
opportunity to work with our child and make certain
that that child becomes as integrated into the
community as possible’. The people who have highachieving children with autism, who are older, say,
‘Give us the buckets of money, and we will make
certain that our children are good, integrated members
of the community’. I can see both arguments.
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Having said that, you also get different approaches
within the first cohort. There are two schools of thought
within the cohort of parents of children who have just
been diagnosed or who are very young. One group is
saying, ‘We want our children to be integrated into the
mainstream schooling situation’, and the other stream is
saying, ‘ We would like to have a specialist school for
our children because we think that is a better
opportunity’. We are a government about choice, and it
is important that those choices and opportunities are
there for everybody in this particular area.
Autism is a very complex issue. I have seen some
people in our state who have some very severe and
challenging disorders that do require they get a huge
amount of specific help. Mrs Peulich spoke about the
educational aspect of what our government is doing,
and I know Mr Finn is very passionate about this issue
and is very eloquent on this issue, but I would like to
get on to the record what it is that the Department of
Human Services is doing, as we speak, in relation to
autism in Victoria.
Disability services is leading the development of a
revitalised work plan for 2012 with a stakeholder group
and departmental representatives. Beyond 2012 it is
intended that the broad areas of work in relation to
autism will be identified for priority focus within the
state disability plan 2013–16. Disability services have
also been progressing a number of initiatives under the
plan. These include ASD training for disability case
managers and accommodation staff — training has
been rolled out to ensure that staff are well equipped to
work with people with an autism spectrum disorder —
and ASD research grants. To develop a robust evidence
base about ASD, non-recurrent funding was provided
for four research projects. Those were a project to
support transition to and participation in tertiary
education for students with ASD at La Trobe
University; a parent education and skills training
intervention for young adults with autism at Monash
University; an evaluation of the travelling teacher
services at Monash University; and research on
depression, anxiety and stress in adolescents and young
adults with autism spectrum disorders conducted by
Deakin University. It is very important to have
evidence-based research if we are going to make proper
policy into the future that is representative of the needs
of this whole sector.
I would like now to discuss DHS funding of autism
programs in the period 2011–12 through to 2013–14.
The total amount of funding for a behaviour support
pilot program will be $2.709 million; for case
consultant practitioners, $3.609 million; for research
grants — a very important element — $877 316; for the
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information service, $243 132; and for ASD training,
$616 316. It is important for members to see that
funding has been put towards this very important issue.
It has been said before that a cross-government working
group has been established whose role it is to drive the
work forward across various government departments
to support the interdepartmental committee. It is very
important that this government wants to ensure that
there is cross-government coordination and
cooperation. I was pleased to be part of a group of
coalition MPs who joined together to look at this
concerning issue and the way forward to achieving a
better integrated approach to autism across all
departments. It is becoming a working group; the
members of the group are very passionate and
concerned about making certain that these
interdepartmental groups do what they say will do.
I will not go much further, because a lot has been
covered today. But I would like to put on the record my
praise for a particular group — the Mansfield Autistic
Centre and the travelling teacher service. It is an
excellent program. As I have said before, there has been
a Monash University evaluation into this program and a
paper was presented in Perth earlier this year. I
commend the managers of the Mansfield Autistic
Centre and the travelling teacher service. I think it is
important that we understand that the ‘travelling’ part
of this title means that the teachers go to live with a
family in a residential situation. They deal with that
family and the family member with autism. They deal
with the entirety of the issue and how that family is
going to function.
As I said earlier, families all have a different approach.
Some of them want to be integrated into the
mainstream and others do not want to be integrated into
the mainstream, but the really important point here is
that this travelling service works with families in rural
and regional Victoria; it does a lot of work in Gippsland
and a lot of work in Ms Lovell’s electorate in the north
of the state. The teachers deal with the families — their
tensions, their challenges, their dreams and their
wishes. I think this is a very important aspect of the
service, because autism does not just affect the people
with autism — it affects their family members, it affects
how they go on holidays and it affects how they
integrate into their community; and all of this has to be
looked at as well. It does not all come back to huge
dollops of funding from government departments.
Much of it is to do with us as a community working,
helping and assisting a lot of these people and
providing a framework so that this vexed and growing
issue can be better addressed by all of us as a
community.
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This is something that the Baillieu government is
looking at. The Minister for Community Services,
Mary Wooldridge, is particularly keen to deal with
autism and its challenges. She is cognisant of this issue
and I know she wants to work with all stakeholders to
make certain that that is happening. I was remiss in not
saying in the chamber earlier today that one of the first
things Minister Wooldridge did in her new job was to
visit Gippsland. Whilst she was in Gippsland we visited
the very furthermost part of Gippsland with the new
member for Gippsland East in the Assembly, Tim Bull,
who is a huge advocate for autism support in this state.
It is good to see this new MP so passionate about
something and putting that passion to work. Bill Sykes,
the member for Benalla in the Assembly, is also very
interested in this issue.
It is something that all of us will be challenged by
through our constituents, friends, neighbours, family
and other people we know. It is pleasing to have an
opportunity to talk about autism. There are challenges
ahead. Minister Wooldridge is addressing many of
those challenges, and I look forward to working with
other members of this chamber to make autism a
priority for us as a community.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — Very
briefly, I wish to thank all the speakers, but I think the
most significant experience for me in regard to this
issue was the first time I ever went to an Autism Angels
meeting. There were about 20 parents in the room and
quite a few children, and the noise just got louder and
louder and the parents just kept speaking louder. I got a
sense that day of what home must be like for them. I
can talk about this as an observer, but I think Mr Finn
today has articulated for all of us what it is like to live
it. I really appreciate his contribution, and I so hope his
lobbying for the Innovative Developments in the
Education of Children with Autism program is
successful, because I think we have both seen what that
program can do and its portability. The really exciting
things about the idea are that it is portable, and it is not
costly. I hope his lobbying is very successful.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Pennicuik) —
The question is:
That notice of motion 222 moved by Ms Hartland be agreed
to.

Those of that opinion say aye, to the contrary no.
Honourable members — Aye.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Pennicuik) — I
think the ayes have it.
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Hon. W. A. Lovell — The noes have it.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Pennicuik) —
Order! The noes have it?
Hon. W. A. Lovell — No, I am sorry. We are not
opposing the motion. I am sorry; I made a mistake.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Pennicuik) —
Order! No division is required.
Mr Lenders — On a point of order, Acting
President, on two occasions today Ms Lovell has made
a call. The first time was during question time and now
she has made a call about something being opposed or
not opposed. I think this is a legitimate point of order. A
call was made by the Deputy Leader of the Government
that this motion be opposed. For the record, for the
second time today a call has been made. If these calls
are made in jest, then she should say that. It is the
second time she has made a call for a division, and the
point of order is that the vote should be had.
Mrs Coote — On the point of order, Acting
President, I must correct the record here. The call
before — —
Mr Lenders — We are talking about question time.
Don’t take any notice of this.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Pennicuik) —
Order! Thank you, Mr Lenders. On the point of order, I
had not asked if a division was required, but I had
called for the ayes. I will put the question again just to
clarify it. The question is:
That notice of motion 222 moved by Ms Hartland be agreed
to.

Motion agreed to.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Pennicuik) — I
invite Mr Lenders to move notice of motion 228.

VICTORIAN FAMILIES STATEMENT
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(3) calls on the Baillieu-Ryan government to immediately
cease its regime of harsh funding cuts impacting on
Victorian families.

If we go to the much vaunted families statement,
interestingly from a coalition that said there would be
no hype and no spin — —
Mr Drum — On a point of order, Acting President,
Mr Lenders said he would move notice of motion 226,
but this is not 228. Is that right? I just want to make
sure.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Pennicuik) —
Order! Yes.
Mr Drum — He said notice of motion 228, but it is
notice of motion 226. That is the first time today he has
made a mistake.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Pennicuik) —
Order! There is no point of order, Mr Drum.
Mr LENDERS — I am absolutely delighted that
The Nationals are defending the Liberal Party,
particularly Mr Drum defending Ms Lovell given the
long history of cooperation between the two of them. It
is good to see that the coalition is working.
If we look back at the coalition that talked of having no
spin and no glossy brochures, it is interesting to note
that the families statement that came in here with much
ado earlier this year quietly disappeared from the notice
paper. It was on the notice paper for all those months,
and every sitting week Ms Lovell would come in here
and say, ‘Our business is this bill, that bill and the
families statement’, and suddenly, without a whimper,
it disappeared from the notice paper. It is back today for
a discussion. It is back today in the context of the
motion — and I thank Mr Drum — that is notice of
motion 226.
I will go through this glossy brochure from the no-spin
government. I will quote the very first paragraph to the
house. It states:
Families are the cornerstone of our communities. While
Victorians belong to families that look very different from
each other, family life is central to many of the most
important things we have in common.

(1) notes the Baillieu-Ryan government’s failure to
conclude parliamentary debate on its much hyped 2011
Victorian families statement;

Now this is the good bit:

(2) expresses concern that the Baillieu-Ryan government
has now had a year to fulfil the promise contained in the
statement but has not kept true to the spirit of the
statement, nor respected it in its budget or its
administrative decisions, which has hurt many Victorian
families; and

housing —

It is about the necessities of a roof over our heads —

and food on the table, but it is also about working in a secure
job that uses our skills, educating our children, feeling safe on
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our streets, knowing our neighbours and having a quality of
life that allows us to spend time with our loved ones.

I will start my remarks by reflecting on what the
aspiration is in this families statement compared to the
reality — what the actions and inactions of this
government have actually done to Victorian families. I
will start with the very first point: ‘It is about the
necessities of a roof over our heads’.
We hear a lot from the Minister for Planning, who
comes into this place talking about the most
magnificent government in the inner solar system and
about how in 11 or 12 months he has undone the
neglect of the heinous governments before him. The
other day he was actually boasting about the number of
land lots he had freed up. I suggest — not that I am
comparing Mr Guy with Tommy Bent, who was bent
by name and bent by nature — that if he actually goes
back through history he will see that there have been
periods in Victoria where there has been massive land
release. Nevertheless this government will claim credit
for everything and in a bout of hyperbole will claim that
it is the best in the inner solar system. It is nothing quite
on par with Mr Mulder saying that in 11 months he had
fixed the problems of 11 years of Labor government —
that was a little bit rich.
I turn again to the first thing that this families statement
talks about: the necessity of having a roof over our
heads. We heard Ms Lovell today waxing lyrical in
question time about a great project in the northern
suburbs of Geelong. It was a great project that her
colleague who sits next to her asked her about in a
Dorothy Dixer. That was from a government that was
going to get rid of Dorothy Dixers. Members will recall
that infamous debate where Ms Cafagna asked
Mr Baillieu about this and he said, ‘Yes, Josephine,
there’ll be no Dorothy Dixers’. But leaving that aside,
the Government Whip asked the Deputy Leader of the
Government, the person sitting next to him, about what
she has done. What we have is a good project for
housing in the northern suburbs of Geelong funded by
the commonwealth but with the credit coming to the
state. This is a classical example of where we have
come to. It is a good project, and it shows that if the
commonwealth and state work together on social
housing, you get good outcomes, and we congratulate
the government for not ripping up all those projects.
I find it quite interesting that half of the government’s
budget comes from commonwealth revenue, but
whenever there is a shortfall it is Julia Gillard’s fault,
and when anything is delivered with half of that
commonwealth money it is a great initiative of the
Baillieu government. If a measure of Victorian families
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under pressure is how they are provided with a roof
over their heads, Mr Guy talks about land release that
will be of assistance into the future. He does not talk
about that land release including provision for social
housing or low-income people. He does not include any
of those things.
Yet in her time in opposition Ms Lovell in effect
bagged not every project but many of the projects that
were put forward by Richard Wynne, the member for
Richmond in the Assembly and a great former housing
minister. She bagged those projects because the
planning was too quick or the federal money, the
amenity or the planning was not right. There was every
reason to dog whistle and scare people on those issues,
but there are two fundamental options for housing in
Victoria. One is that it be market driven, and land
availability and a flexible construction workforce in
delivery are the two key elements of that; the other is
that the government either buys more housing, freeing
up housing stock, or assists with social housing and
works on delivering that to get roofs over heads.
The first item put forward in this families statement
earlier this year, which disappeared in a whimper from
the notice paper, was about putting roofs over heads.
On both of those tests, I would argue — and those
opposite will undoubtedly argue to the contrary — that
things have been worse in Victoria for families since
the change of government. Things are worse in Victoria
for families than they were.
Hon. W. A. Lovell interjected.
Mr LENDERS — I invite Ms Lovell, as she
stridently denies it, to start explaining why in some of
the regions around Shepparton during her watch as
housing minister the lists have actually grown longer —
in her own home town. Under her watch as Minister for
Housing in her home town of Shepparton the waiting
lists have gotten longer. I would like the minister to
explain that on the record in this house and explain to
her community why, after one budget and a year of her
stewardship, in her home town people need to wait
longer for a home.
The second thing that is listed on here is food on the
table. Food on the table is always an interesting one. I
had the privilege of being in Healesville at the
weekend. Healesville is an interesting place, of course,
because Cindy McLeish, the member for Seymour in
the Assembly, was one of the four Liberal candidates
who ran an advertisement in the Mountain Views Mail
for three weeks in a row before the election. Cindy
McLeish — Cindy from the city, as some call her — is
a good constituent of mine, of Mrs Coote and of
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Ms Crozier from Elsternwick. That advertisement said,
amongst other things, that under a Liberal government
prices would not go up.
It was interesting for me to visit Healesville, which is in
Ms McLeish’s Assembly electorate of Seymour — and
of course it is also in Northern Victoria Region, which
is the electorate of Mr Drum and Ms Lovell. I was told
by someone in Healesville — and I do not dispute
this — that since the state election the price of a 500gram packet of sliced cheese has gone up by 17.6 per
cent, the price of an 875-gram box of laundry detergent
has gone up by 18 per cent, the price of a 420-gram can
of pet food has gone up by 17 per cent and the price of
a 1-kilogram bag of tomatoes has gone up by 27 per
cent. I took the word of the person who told me this that
it is the case.
Hon. W. A. Lovell interjected.
Mr LENDERS — What I will say to Ms Lovell,
through you, Acting President, is it is unquestionable
that families in the third of the Seymour electorate that
rely on Yarra Valley Water will pay more for water
because of the actions of Ms Lovell’s family-friendly
government — its choice to close the north–south
pipeline. It is not just those people but 4 million
Victorians — —
Hon. W. A. Lovell interjected.
Mr LENDERS — Ms Lovell may well get very
excited and strident in defending this — and she has a
difficult dilemma, because some people in her
electorate think closing the pipe is a very good idea —
but the cruelty for those in the north of her electorate is
that this government’s policy, which has been
announced by the Minister for Water, Mr Walsh, means
that water will come down the pipe come the next
drought, when Melbourne gets to stage 4 water
restrictions. However, the government will not take
water for Melbourne when Lake Eildon is 98.5 per cent
full, as it is today, but when it is much lower —
probably 20 per cent full. I would like the government
to explain to Victorian families north of the Great
Dividing Range how that actually works. It is an
interesting dichotomy.
Hon. W. A. Lovell interjected.
Mr LENDERS — Ms Lovell is stridently going on
about the cost of the desalination plant, and she is
correct, the desalination plant is an expensive
infrastructure project; no-one has suggested anything to
the contrary. If my reckoning is correct, from
1 December to 1 July next year the desalination plant
will not be providing water to Melbourne Water, but as
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I mentioned in my adjournment matter last night, the
Essential Services Commission has already struck a rate
that deals with the $50 million a month payment to the
consortia for the entitlement to get water. Melbourne
Water users — and that includes Barwon Water, South
Gippsland Water, Westernport Water and Western
Water — will all pay $50 million a month for a service
that is not delivered. When the Treasurer, Mr Wells,
strikes a dividend for water — —
Mrs Coote interjected.
Mr LENDERS — When Mr Wells strikes a
dividend, Mrs Coote, he will take half of that
$50 million a month as a profit and will fleece your
constituents and mine for services not provided. It is
fine for the member to say that the desalination plant
will produce expensive water; I do not dispute that.
However, by the government’s own admission it will
be making Ms Lovell’s constituents and
Mrs Petrovich’s constituents in the southern third of the
Seymour electorate, which is getting water from Yarra
Valley Water, pay more than if the north–south pipeline
was running.
By the government’s own rhetoric the cost of living for
families is important, but it is saying to people in
Wallan, Yarra Glen, Beveridge and Healesville, ‘You
will pay more for your water than necessary, because
this expensive water is being turned on rather than the
cheaper water through the pipe’.
Mr Drum interjected.
Mr LENDERS — It is a perfectly legitimate policy
position for The Nationals, unless you happen to be any
of The Nationals whose constituents will get water out
of the desalination plant. I say to Mr Drum — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! I ask Mr Drum to stop interjecting. I do not
think we need to encourage Mr Lenders to raise his
voice much more than he has already.
Mr LENDERS — Thank you for your objective
comments, Acting President. I urge Mr Drum to forget
the super-pipe to Bendigo, forget those communities
south of the Divide, like Wandong and Kilmore, which
get their water from north of the Divide. If you actually
look at where the Great Divide is, you will find that
some of these towns are south of it, yet Cindy McLeish
said no water should go from the north to the south.
What I say to Mr Drum is: leaving those areas aside,
just look at the one-third of your electorate — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! I ask Mr Lenders to direct his contribution to the
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Chair and perhaps to not encourage members on the
other side of the chamber to interject.
Mr LENDERS — I will seek to do that, Acting
President. Some of them provoke me, and I am trying
to educate them on water. What I would say to you,
Acting President, is that in your electorate of Western
Victoria Region you would find that the desalination
plant and the grid mean that Barwon Water, which
supplies water to about 40 per cent of families — —
Mrs Coote — On a point of order, Acting President,
we have just heard the Leader of the Opposition say
that he is here to educate us on water. That is not the
intent of the motion. It is about families, not about
water. Perhaps you, Acting President, could bring him
back to the subject of the motion.
Mr LENDERS — On the point of order, Acting
President, I was specifically referring to the second
point of the 2011 Victorian families statement that talks
about the cost of living, and I was addressing water in
terms of the cost of living.
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the government. The cost of living of families
before — —
Mr Koch interjected.
Mr LENDERS — Through you, Chair, to
Mr Koch — explain to me the maths, because you get
free water and the only cost is pumping it out of the
Goulburn River for electricity, which is no different to
the cost of pumping it from the Thomson Dam, as it is
further away than Lake Eildon. Other than the
electricity, the cost is free, so it is cheaper. If you
replace that with desalination water — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr LENDERS — You tell me, Mr Drum and
Mr Koch, through you, Chair, why that would not mean
that water would be more expensive for families? It is a
nonsense. What it means is that the government is
cursing and condemning families, 4 million Victorians,
to more expensive water because of its ideological
obsession.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! I do not see the point of order. I think there are
some linkages between those issues, but I ask
Mr Lenders to direct his contribution to the motion at
hand.

I turn to the other costs of living for these same
Victorian families. These families came to the election
where — —

Mr LENDERS — The second great pillar of the
Baillieu government’s families statement, the glossy
brochure that has slunk off the notice paper, talks about
the cost of living for families. I talked about grocery
prices in Healesville, and I am also talking about water
prices in Geelong, Bendigo, the southern third of
Seymour, most of Macedon and the entire area — —

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) —
Order! Mr Drum, this is not a football match. I ask
Mr Lenders to not incite members on the other side of
the house.

Hon. W. A. Lovell interjected.
Mr LENDERS — I will happily go through the
costs to families that are a deliberate consequence of
policy decisions of the government. Closing the
north–south pipe, which will take one-sixth of
Melbourne’s water away, which is cheap, and replace
it with more expensive desalination water from other
areas — —
An honourable member interjected.
Mr LENDERS — People say, ‘Build another
dam’, but that will actually add to the cost. What we
have is a cost to 4 million Victorians being applied by
Melbourne Water, Barwon Water and the other
Melbourne retailers such as Western Water, South
Gippsland Water and Westernport Water. Water is
more expensive because of the ideological decision of

Mr Drum interjected.

Mr LENDERS — Let us move from water and on
to getting rid of the School Start bonus. We are talking
about the costs to families. Families with a child
starting in prep or in year 7 will be required to undergo
a means test to ascertain those most in need, I
acknowledge that, but during the election campaign
there was never a mention of the Schools Start bonus
being scrapped for the vast majority of Victorian
families. We are talking about easing the cost of living
for families, but we have a government full of spin and
hyperbole. It says it is looking after families, but most
Victorian families with a child starting prep or year 7
will have the School Start bonus ripped away from
them. The government’s excuse is always that times are
tough, the GST has gone down and there are other
priorities. Executive order 1 from the Premier was good
for the families of two ministers when he boosted his
cabinet by 10 per cent. His first priority was to create
more ministers, and from then on he said, ‘There is
actually not a lot of money for families’.
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I turn to the cost of putting food on the table. We have
not yet heard the cacophony from those opposite on the
carbon tax, which comes into effect on 1 July next year.
This is a reflection on what has happened to date in
Victoria with the things the Baillieu government has
control of. I also turn to the costs for families. I am glad
Ms Lovell is sitting in the chamber — in her objective
manner! — because she may reflect on the costs for
families. Her Nationals colleague the member for
Shepparton in the other place, Mrs Powell, had a
problem with libraries and fixed it. To give her credit,
she enabled families to have access to libraries.
Mrs Powell, Ms Lovell’s colleague from Shepparton,
fixed it. Ms Lovell, on the other hand, with a budget
about five times the size of Mrs Powell’s budget,
cannot find $1.7 million for the Take A Break program.
We are talking about pressures on Victorian families
which a Victorian minister could address. I invite
Ms Lovell, if there is such a priority for relieving the
pressure on families, to get rid of those two extra
ministers and their entourage. That would make
$1.7 million available. That is a sign of the Baillieu
government’s priorities. It is impossible for it to find
$1.7 million for the Take A Break program, but it finds
enough to get two more ministers in cars, driving
around the state and causing trouble. The government
could get rid of the two ministers, and perhaps it could
trim the number of parliamentary committee chairs or
parliamentary secretaries.
The government has made choices, which are
legitimate choices for government in this place, but it
cannot then go out and say it cannot find $1.7 million.
It can find the money to boost its ministerial team, but it
cannot find money for Victorian families. As Ms Lovell
well knows, Take A Break takes pressure off families
by providing occasional child care. If we are talking
about — —
Hon. W. A. Lovell — Lobby the federal
government; it is responsible.
Mr LENDERS — Ms Lovell said I should lobby
the federal government, but she, as a minister of the
Crown with a budget of more than $1 billion, can fix
the problem today. She can walk into her office and fix
the problem today, like Mrs Powell did, who found four
times the amount of money Ms Lovell has found.
Jeanette Powell did not blame the federal government;
she went out and fixed the problem. What I would say
to Ms Lovell is that if she put as much energy into
fixing the problems faced by Victorian families as
Mrs Powell did in fixing the problem with libraries,
those Victorian families would not have that pressure. It
is not for me to praise The Nationals over the Liberal
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Party, but I dare say Mrs Powell has a bit better
antennae for families than perhaps others in the house.
I have talked about ensuring that we have a roof over
our heads to putting food on the table. The motion is
also about working in a secure job. The interesting
thing with jobs is that there are some things the state
government can do and some things the state
government cannot do. It would be ridiculous for this
side of the house to try to hold the government to
account for every bit of job insecurity around. That
would be ridiculous, but a state government that
actually has a plan to secure jobs going forward will do
more to add job security than one that does not. There
are bits of a plan, giving credit where credit is due, but
an overall direction, where the Premier holds a minister
accountable for generating jobs in this state, does not
exist. That is required to give security to families.
I will give the Minister for Agriculture and Food
Security reasonable marks for his efforts in trying to
secure jobs in parts of regional Victoria, but the key
area of industry policy in terms of what we are doing to
stop jobs, particularly manufacturing jobs, leaving the
state is disappointing. This government got elected by
saying its two priorities for jobs were in manufacturing
and agriculture. I disagree with the priorities. In a
modern age international education, ICT and financial
services are equally important priorities in terms of new
industries for government, but the government has
made a choice and has said manufacturing and
agriculture are its two top areas. Although the Minister
for Agriculture and Food Security has not necessarily
been successful in his efforts to secure jobs, I give him
at least an 8 or 9 out of 10 for effort. The manufacturing
team has, sadly, let the state down, and without that job
security families are anxious. We have lost
1300 manufacturing jobs from iconic companies, which
has been widely reported by the media statewide, let
alone the haemorrhaging of the smaller companies, on
which I have no data, nor have I seen any. My
colleague Mr Somyurek could, sadly, inform the house
of who those 1300 people are.
You cannot continue beating up the workforce, like this
government does, and expect security. The nurses
dispute involves nurses from 70 000 Victorian families;
it is not just an industrial dispute, it involves
70 000 Victorian families, with all sorts of threats over
their heads about how they should operate — and they
have the temerity to actually engage the government in
industrial bargaining. That is not good faith bargaining.
A cabinet document released in May talks about how
organisations can manoeuvre to force workers into a
particular set of circumstances where there is no good
faith bargaining.
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In relation to the state public service the Minister for
Community Services, Mary Wooldridge, has come out
with some fairly outrageous statements that branded the
entire public service because of her jaundiced view of
what might be happening in the child protection area.
We heard another bizarre statement in relation to
teachers. Some 60 000 Victorian teachers were told that
with the election of a Baillieu government they would
get the highest wages of any teachers in Australia, and
that would involve an 8 per cent wage rise. I do not
think any of those teachers were naive enough to start
factoring in that 8 per cent, because there would be
enough common sense among them. However, teachers
were promised an 8 per cent wage rise, but then they
got the enterprise bargaining offer of 2.5 per cent,
unless they can agree with a whole lot of other things.
As far as security in jobs goes, if you work in the public
sector, you are fair game; if you are work in many areas
of the private sector, not much of an effort is put in to
help you keep your job. My contacts in the financial
services and ICT industries, areas in which I was active
as a minister, tell me that there is a exodus north. Good
luck to Barry O’Farrell and his government for
encouraging jobs to go to Sydney, but the sad thing is
that Victoria is drifting.
It is not catastrophic; it is not fatal. I do not want to
exaggerate it, but Victoria is drifting. The Victorian
families statement talks about secure jobs. We need a
bit more from this government than a rhetoric of
blaming other people. We need a lot more than a
rhetoric of blaming other people. We need a lot more
than a rhetoric of blaming the federal government.
Some of the key areas — and I will get to education
shortly — include the building of schools. If you slow
down that program, if you abandon the long-term
projects in the transport plan and if you have a plan for
a plan for a plan that you want the federal government
to pay for at some stage in the future, so that in four or
five years you can start working on this, that does not
generate jobs. The cruel hoax for families includes
things like the Rowville railway line. The day before I
was born, on 30 September 1958, Henry Bolte
announced the first plan for a railway station at Monash
University. Six times since then the Liberal Party has
promised that railway station at Monash University, the
most recent being in this feasibility study for Rowville.
If we are talking about families and the jobs that come
from projects, just doing something rather than having
another round table and talking about it or having
another feasibility study you want the commonwealth
to pay for will actually generate jobs in Victoria.
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I move on to the issue of people working in secure jobs
that use their skills and the issue of educating our
children. Let me utter the dreaded acronym for the
government — VCAL (Victorian certificate of applied
learning). If we are talking of some of our most
challenged young people who are seeking to engage in
meaningful employment and who have often just fallen
through the cracks in the education system, VCAL has
been an outstanding success story of the last decade, or
almost a decade, in actually helping people in this
category.
In relation to the process that Mr Hall and the
government are going through of cutting out the VCAL
coordinators, I get the concept that you are trying to
relook at programs, streamline them and work out
where you can run them. I get where the government is
coming from. But given the practicality of VCAL —
and I do not want to overcook it — this is probably the
area in education that is closest to the top if not at the
top where the extra intervention of a coordinator would
make it work. We can all list schools in our electorates
where VCAL programs work. Where you have kids
who are disengaged or disconnected, it is inevitably
those extra people who link the kids with particular
interests or skills with particular employers in an area
who make it work.
If you have in your families statement this syrupy
statement, ‘We want our children to have skills’, the
TAFE system is important, the education system is
important and how you deal with the massive cutting of
capital works is important. That was an election
commitment of the government. It said it would do half
of what the Labor Party did, or 60 per cent of what the
Labor Party did, so that means less capital works in
schools. That was what was promised. We are not
saying that is a broken promise. The consequences of
that obviously are that there will be less work done in
schools and maintenance requirements will be higher,
and this will all affect families, but I give the
government credit on that because it did not promise it
would match Labor’s capital expenditure in schools, so
the consequences were in a sense obvious when
Victorians made the choice.
However, the VCAL area was one that came out of
nowhere. I give credit to the Minister for Higher
Education and Skills, Mr Hall, or the Minister for
Education, Mr Dixon, whichever minister it was who
said that in some areas if schools are setting up new
VCAL courses there will be a pool of funding to assist
that. That is good, that is a reasonable mitigation of a
bad decision, but the reality of this is that we all know
schools which will have to reallocate resources to
VCAL. Many schools will do that — schools I have
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been to. I have been to schools in Kerang in the
electorate of Ms Lovell and Mrs Petrovich, and they are
diverting resources away from other areas. They will
make that choice, and that is the choice of a devolved
school system. If you are going to talk about skills
helping families, be aware that some of the most
vulnerable families and students genuinely feel they
have had the rug pulled out from under them on this.
Going back to my motion, back to the skills statement
and back to the families statement, this is a great
disappointment for a large number of Victorian
families.
Other issues raised in the families statement include
working in a secure job, using skills, educating our
children and feeling safe on our streets. I will not even
begin to go through the charade of having protective
services officers going to railway stations without
toilets. Hopefully the government will sort that out, and
hopefully the police force has now stabilised enough
after the carnage that it went through, the conniptions
that it went through internally and all the traumas that
the government was going through. Hopefully Chief
Commissioner of Police Ken Lay can actually start
sorting some of that out, but feeling safe on our streets
also involves the government taking responsibility and
not just finding scapegoats to blame and forever trying
to frighten people so it can be their champion. There
has been a fair bit of that, but I will give the
government the benefit of the doubt that it will come
through that.
Other areas in the families statement include knowing
your neighbours and having quality of life that allows
us to spend time with our loved ones. On that last
one — quality of life that allows us to spend time with
our loved ones — I cannot let pass the 100-odd families
that are connected with this Legislative Council,
whether it be the 40 elected members or the 60 or more
others who work in this place either directly for the
Legislative Council or indirectly through other parts of
Parliament. This statement makes a mockery of those
people. Last night we were in this place till 3.30 in the
morning. That is probably the longest sitting we have
had, or if it is not, it is certainly in the band. It beggars
belief that we do this to ourselves when we could have
sat till 10.00 p.m on Thursday and we could have sat on
Friday under our standing orders, or we could have
actually explored some of the issues that we have
had — —
An honourable member interjected.
Mr LENDERS — Why don’t you — like
yesterday? This is not a reflection on Mr Barber or
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Mr Hall. Through a long committee stage yesterday
Mr Barber gave Mr Hall questions and Mr Hall was
representing another minister. The two of them actually
tried to get a fairly complex area dealt with, but it took
3 hours. The reality was that the two of them were
paying attention. I was sitting in here as the Labor Party
spokesman. There were a couple of government
members here. People were here. The reality was that
two people were intensely interested in what was going
on, and the Chair obviously was paying attention. There
were those members, and there were probably half a
dozen support staff around them. The logic behind not
being in a legislation committee dealing with the detail
and then reporting back to the house defies belief.
Without engaging in a standing orders debate, going
back to the quality of life of these 100 Victorians
affected by this, this government cannot manage to save
itself in this particular area. When we talk in this
chamber about quality of life it beggars belief. If
government members want to dragoon us into Opus
Dei so that the 40 of us will be lashing and afflicting
ourselves, that is one thing, but for the 60 or more staff
supporting us — —
Mrs Coote interjected.
Mr LENDERS — That is it is completely another
thing, Mrs Coote. Mr Davis may get a thrill out of
people sitting until 3.00 a.m. and may think, ‘That’s all
part of good governance’ — and it beggars belief, given
he is the Minister for Health. Leaving that aside,
however, we are talking about a families statement and
about working families in Victoria having a quality of
life that allows us to spend time with our loved ones,
yet I would suggest that many of the staff here last night
risked their lives going home — and I am not
exaggerating that. They risked their lives going home,
as did the members, because of fatigue. All of their
families at some stage would have been aggrieved by
the text message or phone call informing them —
because no-one knows in advance. Perhaps the
government caucus is told how long we are going to sit,
but none of the other 100 people know, and
therefore — —
Mrs Coote — We don’t have a caucus.
Mr LENDERS — Mrs Coote says there is not a
caucus, but remarkably they are more disciplined than
the Labor Party. The 21 coalition members march in
lockstep on everything, whether they agree with it or
not!
That is their privilege. If you form a caucus, you form a
caucus. The point I am making about quality of life
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with this micro-example of us staying late in this place
is that this families statement is an absolute and
complete joke. The people here are expected to be back
at their workstations at 8.00 a.m. The Parliament will
pick up the tab for some to stay at a hotel in the city,
and some go home and come back in the morning. If
we are going to have a families statement that talks
about all these things, it is about time the government
paid some heed to its rhetoric.
If we go through the rest of the families statement
section by section, we see it is all very glossy and
impressive. There are sections on things such as helping
families pay their bills. Well, I have talked about the
cost of water due to the north–south pipeline — not due
to the historical legacy the government inherited post
drought but due to the actions it has taken to put the
cost up further. I have talked about the promises made
in the Yarra Valley and about what the relevant
measure would do to consumer prices. I have talked a
bit about the protective services officers in relevant
areas. We could go through all of those things, but they
come, in conclusion, to the question of the basic
services affecting families. Perhaps I am fairly oldfashioned, but for me the core elements of the state that
affect families are community safety, health and
education. I have touched on community safety and
education, and I will conclude by talking about health.
The Minister for Health is very excited because he is in
an enterprise bargaining agreement dispute with the
nurses, and he seems to run on adrenaline. Good luck to
him with sorting that out, and good luck to him with
managing his stakeholder relations for the next four
years. Hopefully the dispute will be resolved to the
satisfaction of the government and the union. These
things are never easy, but I must admit it is an
extraordinary frolic to watch him in action on that. He
will also have an EBA (enterprise bargaining
agreement) negotiation coming up with the various
ancillary and support staff in the health system over the
next year or so. He will also have to deal very shortly
with the toughest, most militant union in the inner solar
system, to quote the hyperbole of Mr Mulder, the
Minister for Public Transport, which is that very
ferocious and tough union the Australian Medical
Association. I wish Mr Davis well with that. If he
thought the Police Association was tough, let him deal
with the AMA!
Mr Leane interjected.
Mr LENDERS — Let me tell Mr Leane, the
Electrical Trades Union is a bunch of pussycats
compared to some of these other unions!
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Mr Leane interjected.
Mr LENDERS — There will be the paramedics in
the ambulance service, too. The minister has all these
EBA negotiations coming up, and he needs to work
through all of those. In the end the underpinning of all
this is that the single largest component of the state
budget is the health system. You can quibble about
where the sizes are as between the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development and the
Department of Health, but ultimately the hospital
system is the largest part. The biggest issue between the
federal and state governments for a decade, whether
under the Howard government, the Rudd government,
the Gillard government or all the respective state
governments — the Kennett, Bracks, Brumby and
Baillieu governments — has been how you get the
balance right in response to the eternal drift where the
federals shed more and more funding responsibilities to
the states, while there is exponential 8 per cent inflation
in the health system. It is how you deal with that.
For families health is probably the single most
important issue to them in terms of their reliance on
government, because in the end you come to the health
system when you are desperate. Though obviously
there are also normal procedures, people come into the
health system in emergencies. Victorian families had
been given enormous promises to the effect that, ‘We’ll
have a bigger Box Hill Hospital and we’ll have a bigger
Bendigo hospital’, but we have not actually been told
what services those promises imply. It is almost as if
government members have been beating their chests,
saying, ‘We’re going to build a bigger hospital’, but the
debate has not been about the patient services.
Mr Davis is involved with debate at the moment about
how many beds have been closed by nurses et cetera,
and that is a debate he needs to be in — he is the health
minister — but what we forget in all of it is that we are
talking about families. The nurses EBA dispute will
come and go in the next weeks, months or whatever
time it takes. However, as we go into the remaining
three years of this term — with one year already having
gone by — hospital bed numbers are actually
contracting in Victoria. It was telling when Mr Jennings
asked Mr Davis in this house how many beds there
were in the health system, and he did not know. He did
not even guess at it. He did not know.
Mr Koch interjected.
Mr LENDERS — Mr Koch may be happily writing
his Christmas cards on Mr Rich-Phillips’s desk, but
Mr Davis did not know how many beds were in the
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health system. Let us assume he went and checked — I
am sure he would have.
Health service after health service provides services to
our community, and these are difficult services to
manage for all the reasons that we know and that I will
not go into. In the end this is the area families are
looking for support in and solutions to. Blaming the
nurses and the federal government might get you off the
hook for a week, a month or even a year, but ultimately
people want those services. They constitute probably
the core service of the state government. Even though
our population has grown by 1.5 per cent since the
election of the Baillieu government, Victorian families
have not seen any increase in hospital beds. I suspect
we have actually had a contraction. Mr Davis can
obviously deal with that by putting figures out, and we
have heard the kinds of statements that have been
made, such as that it is good for Victorians to outsource
beds from the hospitals. If the Labor government had
done that, we would have been laughed out of the inner
solar system, to go back to that analogy.
What I am saying here is that for Victorian families it is
fine for Mr Davis to get in here and very excitedly
present a glossy document — and at the end of the
document it says there is going to be another at the start
of 2012, and Mr Davis is out there talking to families
about what should be in it; however, contracting
numbers of hospital beds is not an answer. Our
population has gone up 1.5 per cent since the election
of the Baillieu government, and we have fewer hospital
beds. We need service delivery. The state is about
delivering health, education and community safety.
This document talks about those things and a bit more,
and if the document were delivered on it would be
fantastic.
As my motion says, it raises hopes and aspirations, but
the actions of this government do not match the
rhetoric. Instead of taking pressure off families, we are
putting pressure on. Whether it is cost of living
increases or taking away services like VCAL (Victorian
certificate of applied learning) or the Take a Break
funding, we are contracting the health services and
disrupting the lives of tens of thousands of Victorians
by needlessly pursuing belligerent industrial disputation
from the employers’ point of view.
I urge people to support my motion because the
Victorian families statement had the potential to be a
great document but it is turning into a cruel hoax from a
government that either does not know how to deliver or
does not want to deliver.
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Mrs COOTE (Southern Metropolitan) — It will
come as absolutely no surprise to the opposition that the
government will be opposing this motion. However, it
gives us a great opportunity to talk about the
achievements of the Baillieu government. In just over
one year families have truly come to the forefront of the
government’s approach to government. At the outset of
my contribution I would like to remind the chamber
about the families statement that the Premier, Ted
Baillieu, brought down as one of his earliest actions as
Premier. The 2011 Victorian Families Statement under
the heading ‘Why Victoria needs a families statement’
with the subtitle ‘Family life is central to many of the
most important things we have in common’ states:
Families are the cornerstone of our communities. While
Victorians belong to families that look very different from
each other, family life is central to many of the most
important things we have in common. It is about the
necessities of a roof over our heads and food on the table, but
it is also about working in a secure job that uses our skills,
educating our children, feeling safe on our streets, knowing
our neighbours and having a quality of life that allows us to
spend time with our loved ones.

Mr Lenders also quoted from that statement, but his
emphasis was on negatives — nothing good, all bad.
When he was not on a frolic on water, he was talking
about the negative elements of what is happening in this
state. He did not talk about some of the great
achievements we have made as a government.
I will start with health. Mr Lenders said that health is
probably the no. 1 most important issue to families. I
would like to put on the record what we have done in
the health sphere since coming to government a year
ago. I remind Mr Lenders that the Labor Party was in
government for 11 years and very few things were
achieved. We have done them in a year. I will list some
of the things we have achieved in health. In acute care,
we have provided a record $13 billion in health
funding, including new programs to improve health
service delivery; we have included $448 million in the
2011–12 budget to initiate the coalition government’s
commitment to provide 800 new hospital beds and
$565 million to boost the hospital system, especially for
elective and emergency departments. We have
protected the Victorian health system by renegotiating
the Council of Australian Governments health deal
from the Gillard federal government, including more
funding, no clawback of Victoria’s GST and specific
arrangements to protect Victoria’s rural hospitals and
home and community care services.
I will pause to remind the chamber about the
negotiations that the former government did with — I
think it might have been — that fly-by-night Prime
Minister, Mr Rudd. It was prepared to sell our souls
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here in Victoria; it was prepared to do anything it took.
But when the Baillieu government came in and went to
the negotiating table and said it was not good
enough — surprise, surprise — even the other Labor
states came in behind us and we were able to achieve a
huge result for the state of Victoria — but it took a
Liberal government to do it.
We have also strengthened palliative care services with
a $34 million funding boost. We have released the
Strengthening Palliative Care plan, which outlines the
future direction of palliative care services. This is a very
sensitive area. It is something that perhaps many
families do not think about until it hits them, and at that
stage they need every bit of support they can get
because they are dealing with an issue that none of us
likes to think about and it is imperative that the funding,
the sensitivity and the programs are there to support
them at such times. This is about listening to Victorians
and understanding what they have to go through. It is
putting money into places where Victorians need it at
that most crucial time. I think the Minister for Health is
to be commended.
There are some other issues. We started work on
Ballarat’s regional integrated cancer centre, which was
hugely well received by people in rural and regional
Victoria. We have opened the new Royal Children’s
Hospital. We have funded new and improved health
services at Western, Sunshine day hospital, Sunbury
and Frankston and we have allocated $259 million to
upgrade regional health services across Victoria.
In 1999 the Labor Party, and Mr Brumby in particular,
came to government saying how well they had done in
rural and regional Victoria. That is about as much as
they ever did; that was it. The government continued to
neglect rural and regional Victoria and, in fact, the
Labor Party received a backlash from rural and regional
Victoria, which is one of the major reasons that we are
here as a coalition government in Victoria.
In his contribution Mr Lenders was quite scathing about
the fact that we have put in $630 million and called for
expressions of interest to build the new Bendigo
hospital in rural and regional Victoria, which is an
important part of our state. The coalition government
understands that the people of Bendigo need a new
hospital and that Ballarat needs a new cancer centre.
These are really important issues.
But there are also things that are affected by what we
have done in health which are particularly pleasing to
see. One of those is the use of the new information
technology. We have launched an iPad application for
the Better Health Channel. People are becoming
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increasingly addicted to their iPads, so it is really good
to see that the Baillieu government and the health
minister are making certain that health in this state is at
the end of a button so people can get the information
they need. I think that is going to be particularly
interesting as we look into what young people do.
In his contribution Mr Lenders also went on at great
length about crime and law and order. I remind him that
if he had not been so busy with spin in the lead-up to
the election last year and if he had been out on the
streets of his electorate of Southern Metropolitan
Region, which is the same as mine, he would have
heard people saying that they were concerned about
being bashed in the street. The people of Ashwood
were particularly angry about a poor old man who was
bashed to death in the middle of the day on his last trip
around his own area before moving away, because the
Labor government had closed down the police station.
How is that for law and order? What about that as a
dreadful excuse?
Let us look at what we have achieved in crime
prevention. We are delivering the $25 million
community crime prevention program, which will fund
grassroots crime prevention initiatives to build safer
communities. This includes the Community Safety
Fund grants, which provide up to $10 000 for councils
and community groups to implement practical
community safety projects such as locks, lighting and
fencing. It also includes public safety infrastructure
grants, which provide up to $250 000 for councils to
develop public safety infrastructure such as alarm
systems, lighting systems and closed-circuit television
systems. It has been particularly pleasing to see the
implementation of closed-circuit television in the lower
house of Prahran, where a lot of alcohol-induced
violence was happening. That is something that the
current member for Prahran in the other place, Clem
Newton-Brown, ran very hard on in the lead-up to the
election. It is good to see that that promise has been
upheld.
I will say this once again: rural and regional Victoria
was neglected by the Labor Party during its 11 years of
government. In the crime prevention area one of our
achievements has been that rural reference groups have
listened and responded to local communities. Rural
reference groups were engaged to support and build
local community capacity to address local crime and
safety issues. It is important that locals are part of the
law and order process. That is why people want to see
the PSOs (protective services officers) at train stations.
They want to be given the assurance that they can get
on and off trains at stations in safety. They want to
know there is a safety net.
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In this chamber we have listened to the Labor
government going on and on about the PSOs, saying
that they should not be on train stations and that there
are a whole raft of reasons for that. I can remember a
very late night of debate in this place when, once again,
Labor Party members said they did not agree with our
PSO legislation, but members of the public, the people
who were actually affected by law and order, crime on
their streets and safety in their neighbourhoods, were
pleased that we had honoured yet another election
promise.
Education is a particular passion of Mr Lenders. I
listened to him going on during his contribution. As I
said in the chamber before, I feel sorry for Mr Lenders,
because I know education is a passion of his. I know he
is bitterly disappointed that he is in opposition and that
his voice can no longer be heard. We heard his
contribution to the debate, which was just sour grapes.
I refer to the achievements in education of the Baillieu
government. We have made the largest single
investment in capital works at special and autistic
schools in more than a decade — that was something
we debated earlier this afternoon — that is,
$78.3 million worth of funding has been provided to
11 schools and an additional $156 million has been
invested in a children’s disability program to meet
growth in demand. I made a contribution to the debate
on Ms Hartland’s notice of motion and talked about
people who suffer from autism and how families,
friends, neighbours and communities are also involved.
Mr Lenders scathingly refers to our Victorian families
document as a sham, but that is not true at all. What did
he say it was? He said it was a hoax on Victoria’s
families. How absolutely and utterly untrue that is,
because the Baillieu government has introduced some
very real and properly funded programs, such as the
one I have mentioned. That shows we have been
listening to families who need help and support. Very
real families and their supporters in the community are
getting the funding they have asked for.
In relation to the teaching profession, we are recruiting
an extra 100 maths and science specialists at a cost of
$24.3 million over five years. Those specialists will
work with teachers in primary schools to build their
maths and science teaching skills. It is essential that
primary schoolchildren are given the benefits they need
if we are going to have a skilled workforce in the
future.
In his contribution Mr Lenders criticised Mr Hall, the
Minister for Higher Education and Skills. I put on the
record some of the achievements Mr Hall has been able
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to implement since our election to government in
November last year. He has presided over the
investment of $1.2 billion in Victoria’s training system
which will rise to over $1.3 billion next year; he has
commissioned an independent review by the Essential
Services Commission of fees and funding in the VET
(vocational education and training) sector; he has
implemented changes to VET funding consistent with
the recommendation of the Essential Services
Commission to better manage the much-needed growth
in training; and he has provided additional funding for
exemptions and concessions to support more people
when accessing training. These are issues that are
affecting real families and their quality of life in
Victoria. These issues were particularly well received
by those families involved in this area.
Members will have heard me in this chamber talk ad
infinitum about the richness of our community being
reflected in our approach to the arts in this state. This is
extremely important to understand as a community.
One of the first things the Premier did was to make
himself the Minister for the Arts. We know the Premier
is passionate about the arts; he has a very deep, abiding
and longstanding involvement with the arts and has
been a great supporter of the arts for a significant time.
Together with the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Premier Assisting the Premier with the Arts, Heidi
Victoria, who is the member for Bayswater in the
Assembly, the Premier has done some remarkable
things in the short time since we were elected to
government last year.
I will put some of those arts achievements on the
record, because the arts reflect how families operate.
The arts provide benefits to the lives of families and
reflect whether families feel happy and connected to
their communities. We have delivered a $73 million
boost to the arts to deliver our commitment to nurturing
creative talent, making the arts more visible and
accessible across the state and building on the strength
and diversity of our arts sector. We have provided
$24 million over four years to secure the future of the
Victorian College of the Arts; $4 million in regional
arts initiatives; and a new $1 million sculpture
initiative.
The former Labor government was more than happy to
rip the heart out of the Victorian College of the Arts. It
was prepared to sacrifice it, bundle it up, put it into the
University of Melbourne and take away what was so
beneficial to Victorians. The former Labor government
could not wait to do that. However, we have recognised
the importance of the Victorian College of the Arts and
have put $44 million into it over four years to secure its
future. This is for all the families involved with the
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Victorian College of the Arts and its future graduates.
This is important for Victoria, and it will enhance the
richness of arts within Victoria in the future. We have
provided $3 million to the Bendigo Sandhurst
community theatre project. Once again we have
listened to rural and regional Victoria, and we are
putting funding into this area to enhance the lives and
experiences of Victorian families.

The difficulty here is that we have to put this in context,
and Minister Wooldridge has done this in many
instances. We are dealing in many cases with very
complex family structures; we are dealing in many
instances with domestic violence, with drug and alcohol
issues and with intellectual and other disabilities. We
are dealing with some of the most challenging
behaviours in some of these areas.

Mr Lenders did not speak about community services at
all. It was something he left out, which is a great pity
because much has been achieved in community
services. I put on record my acknowledgement of the
work that the Minister for Community Services, Mary
Wooldridge, has done in this sector. It is a very difficult
sector, and we are dealing with many very
disadvantaged people within our community. They all
have families, neighbours and friends, all of whom
contribute to their quality of life. If we can encourage
people with disabilities, whether they be mild or severe,
to live as independently as they possibly can within our
community, that is going to be very good for all of us in
the community. That is certainly the thrust of what the
Baillieu government is achieving.

We are talking also about little children in this state and
how we can make them safe. It is very important that
we work to support these children in whatever way is
best for them, and child protection workers are at the
forefront of dealing with these issues. As I said earlier
today, Minister Wooldridge spent a lot of time talking
to child protection workers in Gippsland and listening
to what they had to say. She heard about the very real
challenges they were facing. This is a vexing problem
for us as a community. One of our election promises
was to support parenting skills. If we are going to look
down the track at how we can start to make a
difference, it is very important to have a look at
strengthening families. Not all families these days have
wider networks they can draw upon to enhance their
family skills, and we have recognised this very
important fact.

One of the major things Mr Lenders left out of his
contribution to the debate, which comes under the
umbrella of community services and affects all
Victorians, is the cost of living issue. We have provided
840 000 Victorian families with the benefits of yearround electricity concessions and an increased water
and sewerage concession cap to keep pace with
increasing costs. This will be an amazing benefit to
families for whom bills are a major concern. This is real
quality-of-life stuff. I spoke earlier today about the cost
of living, which had been brought up in another debate.
What has been done in this state by the Baillieu
government for all of these 840 000 Victorian families
in providing year-round electricity concessions has to
be balanced with the huge impost that the federal Labor
government has put on this state with the carbon tax. It
is an enormous impost. The cost of the carbon tax is
going to reverberate through all Victorian families. It is
going to be absolutely horrendous and will affect the
cost of living and quality of life of families in this state
into the future.
One of the particularly difficult things we need to deal
with in the community services sector is child
protection. The Minister for Community Services,
Minister Wooldridge, recognised that some of
Victoria’s children who come under child protection are
the most vulnerable children we have in our state, and it
is incumbent on us as a government to make certain we
put in place proper safety nets to ensure that these
children can be looked after in the best way possible.

Our child protection improvements have included the
investment of $98 million and 47 new staff. That is an
enormous commitment and shows exactly what
Minister Wooldridge feels is necessary in this area.
Minister Wooldridge also launched a comprehensive
inquiry into Victoria’s child protection system to look
at how the protection and support of vulnerable young
Victorians can be improved. The inquiry called for
submissions right across the state, and I know there
have been many. I commend all of those who have
written and in many instances shared some of their very
concerning stories. If we are going to be able to make a
difference, we have to know exactly what we are
dealing with. This was a very courageous approach by
the minister, and I know she is looking forward to
seeing what comes out of those recommendations.
In the community sector, red tape and bureaucracy for
charities and community sector organisations have been
reduced by replacing four standards with one. This will
make it so much easier for people who are working in
charities. We have been out there listening. In disability
services it is really important to understand that
Victoria took the lead on an announcement by the
Council of Australian Governments that the federal
government, Victoria and other states will work
towards a national disability insurance scheme (NDIS)
that will provide greater choice for people living with a
disability. In Victoria we have formed an NDIS task

VICTORIAN FAMILIES STATEMENT
5476

COUNCIL

force to advise Victoria on the best path towards a
national disability insurance scheme, and we are seen
across the country as the forerunners in this area. We
are setting up pilots and looking into the transition to an
NDIS. This is something for which Victoria is
recognised by all of the other states around the country.
There has been $92.7 million invested in disability
funding to improve access to services for Victorians
living with a disability, their families and their carers.
This government has given great recognition and
praise, formal and informal, to carers, and there will be
legislation at some stage dealing with carers. We have
recognised the huge contribution made by carers in this
state. I point out once again that carers are family
members. They may be carers of children with a
disability or they may be carers of people with a mental
disability, and that would include young carers looking
after their parents who have a mental illness. There are
carers for aged parents and ageing people within our
community. As a government we have recognised that
all these families and their various configurations are
dealing with these tensions in their day-to-day life, and
we are giving recognition and support where it is
necessary.
In the youth justice sector we have passed new laws to
improve security at the youth justice centres, and work
is under way on a new single-entry point at the
Parkville youth justice centre. In flood recovery, we
have paid more than $20 million in support payments to
over 11 000 Victorian families who were affected by
floods, and we have established flood recovery centres
in Kerang, Narre Warren and Charlton. However, it is
also very important to understand how the Baillieu
government and Minister Lovell in particular have
supported early childhood development. If we get it
right with our small children and the families and all of
the people involved in early childhood development, it
is going to set us up very well for the future.
Minister Lovell certainly has recognised this and has
put in place many programs and has achieved a great
deal. The minister has launched a $26 million capital
grants round for 2011–12, the largest grant round for
early childhood infrastructure in Victoria’s history. I
will repeat that: it is the largest grant round for early
childhood infrastructure in Victoria’s history —
$26 million for capital grants. That is recognition of
what is needed in this state, and it is going to have huge
ramifications and benefits for Victorian families. The
minister has also delivered an additional $10 million for
kindergarten inclusion support services, an election
commitment that will enable 246 more children with
disabilities to attend kindergarten.
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Minister Lovell has prepared and launched the
Smalltalk research project, a world-leading $8.9 million
project to provide assistance and guidance to about
2000 families for parenting skills to develop a child’s
social, interpersonal and literary skills. This is really
helping families and giving them the very skills they
crave to help and enable their small children to develop
as they would like them to. This is very real funding
exactly at the point where it is going to make the
biggest difference.
Once again recognising the issue of rural kindergartens,
the Baillieu government has prepared and launched the
Small Rural Kindergarten grants program, a $6 million
election commitment to provide grants of up to $20 000
to eligible small rural kindergartens. This is another
example of the Baillieu government caring, supporting
and listening to our rural and regional communities.
The government has also provided every communitybased kindergarten in Victoria with a grant of $2500 for
IT and equipment at a total cost of $3.4 million. There
is funding of $3.7 million to maintain the Maternal and
Child Health Line’s capacity to answer more than
100 000 calls per year. We find that at a time when
young parents need more and more advice, this is an
invaluable service for Victorian families. There is also
funding of $2 million to implement the coalition
government’s parenting strategy to provide support to
parents, which I touched upon earlier. It is important to
know that we put the money with the rhetoric, and
$2 million was directed to implement this strategy.
There is also funding of $180 000 to expand the
maternal and child health nurses scholarship program to
provide an additional 50 postgraduate scholarships of
$3500 each.
When we look at the total package that Minister Lovell
has put in place, we can see that it is about helping to
support parents, giving them the skills and support
where they need it, giving access to help online,
looking at IT, looking into rural kindergartens —
helping Victorian families where they need to be
helped. I congratulate Minister Lovell on those
achievements — and this is year one; we have only
been in office for one year.
It is also important to look at housing. Once again we
have a whole series of families in public housing. Many
Victorian families face huge challenges with housing,
so it is important to understand what we have achieved
in our first year. We announced the development of the
Victorian housing framework and launched a new fouryear $76.7 million homelessness action plan to tackle
homelessness across Victoria. Homelessness is very
complex, and no longer is it characterised by a middle-
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aged man wandering the streets. Homeless Victorians
can be young, old, have a mental illness, have a
disability, have a drug or alcohol problem — they can
be from just about any area in our community. It is a
very different and changing group of people, and it is
important to understand that we are having to put
programs into place to deal with a myriad of challenges
in this area.
The minister has also commenced an upgrading of
1800 public housing properties and the building of
1600 new public housing properties. These are going to
come on stream, and all the families who will be
residents in these houses will be able to re-establish
themselves and reconnect with their community. These
very important areas that have been addressed indicate
that the Baillieu government has achieved.
The Victorian families statement is an ongoing
discussion between the government and Victorian
families about what is important, what is needed and
how we are progressing in achieving it. I have
answered many of the criticisms Mr Lenders posed in
his contribution, and I was able to give some really
good facts and figures about what the Baillieu
government has done for families, recognising not just
the importance of a families statement but also the
sentiments behind the statement. We need to really
listen to families. We do not take a huge blanket
approach with glossy spin, but we listen to the various
areas, including some of the things I have touched upon
today: the housing issues, the early childhood issues
and the disability issues. There are programs for rural
and regional Victoria and the arts — a whole range and
raft of things we have been implementing to strengthen
Victorian families.
It is important for members of this chamber to
understand that each year the Victorian families
statement will be updated. It will provide a snapshot of
what Victorian families experience, what they want and
what they aspire to. It will set out the challenges ahead
and the progress in addressing issues that families have
identified as important to them. It is not about what the
government has decided is important for families; it is
about listening to families to find out what is important
to them and to help them where they need it most.
In this spirit, the Victorian families statement and the
issues in it have been identified as being important to
families, and they continue to guide decision making at
every turn. For example, the proposals put to cabinet
now include advice on the benefits and impacts on
families. This is a very important step, because right at
the very top of the policy-making process in this state
families are at the forefront. They are very much part of

5477

the cabinet discussion, and they are kept at the forefront
and in the minds of all of our ministers as they make
and develop policies and funding programs, and it is
very pleasing to see that.
Because it was so pleasing to see these developments, I
was very disappointed to hear Mr Lenders say he did
not believe the sentiment behind our families statement
was true; it is true. I was particularly hurt by
Mr Lenders’s comment, and I am certain that now he
has heard of the real achievements we have made he
will change his mind on some of the hurtful things he
said about the Baillieu government.
In contrast to this motion, I refer to the May budget,
which contained huge funding for Victorian families.
The budget announcements included a 17.5 per cent
annual electricity concession; stamp duty cuts; the
$1 billion Regional Growth Fund, helping rural and
regional communities and families; 1700 more police
and a reform agenda to deal with the unacceptable
levels of crime and violence under the previous
government; a $2.5 billion increase in funding for
health services, a key priority for all families; and a
$98 million boost for child protection services to
support vulnerable families and children.
Mr Lenders’s motion talks about funding cuts, but I
have outlined where we have promoted more programs
to put funding where it is needed. Unlike Mr Lenders,
who sat up in his Treasury eyrie when he was the
Treasurer, coalition members are actually getting out
there, listening and putting the money into programs in
places where they are most needed.
We are also keeping Victoria’s economy strong. This is
of the utmost importance to Victorian families, because
if we do not have a strong economy, the rest is
irrelevant. If we do not have the basis and framework
for a strong economy in this state, we cannot roll out
the programs that we know are going to be important to
Victorian families in enhancing their quality of life. We
have put a minimum $100 million in surplus and are
reducing spending growth to 3.2 per cent. This, along
with the employment and education initiatives that we
have introduced, is critical to the overall security and
future prosperity of Victorian families and the Victorian
community more generally.
We are committed to continuing to listen to and engage
with Victorians so that we better understand the needs
of families in Victoria and so that each year the families
statement will truly reflect the needs and aspirations of
all. I think Mr Lenders will be regretful that he has
brought a motion such as this to this place, because the
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families statement is something we are very proud of
and will continue to be proud of.

research’ and sure enough there was a link to the 2011
Victorian Families Statement.

Mr Lenders was very churlish in saying that the motion
to take note of the Victorian families statement dropped
off the notice paper. He knows the mechanisms of this
chamber as well as everybody else who has been here
for a significant time. It was a silly thing to have said; I
am sure he is ashamed of it. However, as we did in
opposition, we have spent this past year listening to and
engaging with Victorian families, and we look forward
to presenting to the Victorian people the 2012 Victorian
families statement, which will set out what we have
heard and how we are responding. We as the Baillieu
government are very proud of our achievements for
families in Victoria in our first year.

I thought, in my excitement, that I was one click away
from an update that would list all the consultations that
had been conducted, where they had been held, who
was spoken to, what was said and how far we were
along the path to identifying the fabled benchmarks.
But, to my sorrow and disappointment, one click
revealed merely the pdf (portable document format)
version of the 2011 Victorian Families Statement, and
that was it. For the record, there was no annual report. I
direct members to the last paragraph of the last page of
the Victorian families statement. It is headed ‘The
government’s commitment to Victorian families’ and
says:

Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — I welcome
this opportunity afforded by Mr Lenders’s motion to
take another look, a year after the 2010 election, at the
Baillieu government’s first and, I think, only ministerial
statement — this one about Victorian families. The
statement said very clearly that its objective was to lay
the groundwork for an ongoing assessment of where
the government needs to focus. Maybe this was always
to be a fruitless task, because if you go back and look at
the Premier’s speech at the time of the statement’s
release, you will see that he said it was little more than
a discussion point. He said that it was not intended to
provide answers that fixed any particular problem.
Mr Lenders has taken us through the document in
considerable detail, and when you look at it you can see
it is little more than a list of what the government thinks
are the significant issues relating to community
wellbeing that it might address.

We all aspire to … productive lives, spending quality time
with our loved ones, well supported within our communities.
Part of the government’s job is to help people realise these
aspirations.

The statement committed the government to
consultations with Victorian families and indicated that
they would include ordinary folk, the men and women
of Victoria, members of families — which, I guess,
includes all of us — as well as experts in particular
areas of public policy and the usual community-based
organisations that collectively have much knowledge
and experience that a government should know about,
especially if it is a government that plans to fix the
problems.
The objective of those consultations was to establish
benchmarks to help the government focus on how it
could fix the problems confronting the state over the
next four years. The first question is whether the
government has conducted those extensive
consultations and what benchmarks have so far been
identified. I checked out the Victorian government’s
website. I went to a section called ‘Family, policy and

It concludes by saying:
The annual families statement reflects our commitment to the
health, wellbeing and prosperity of Victorian families, now
and into the future.

The operative phrase there is ‘the annual families
statement’. In my delight when I first read it I thought,
‘Oh, there will be one of these every year’.
Mr Lenders — You do like statements.
Mr SCHEFFER — I do like statements, and I used
to enjoy the annual statement of government intentions
that the Brumby government put out, which was a
fantastic map of where the government intended to go.
It was a fantastic document. Here, however, we do not
have a sequel, even though it was promised, which is a
great shame. For the record, there were two other links
in the ‘Family, policy and research’ section of the
Victorian government’s website. One was to the
Australian Institute of Family Studies and the other was
to youth programs and services offered by the child,
youth and family services sector of the Department of
Human Services — and that was it. As far as I could
gather from looking on the internet, which is the only
real resource I have, not having direct access to
government departments these days, that was it; so
there was nothing. I am forced to conclude that there
has been zero consultation on the families statement.
This is not to say that the government has not instigated
any number of other kinds of consultations. To take a
recent example, on Monday we had the Minister for
Mental Health, Ms Wooldridge, launch a consultation
on mental health research, and back in March the
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Minister for Higher Education and Skills, Peter Hall, set
in train a review of tertiary education in Gippsland that
is being undertaken by Professor Kwong Lee Dow.
Those are both laudable and very worthy consultations,
but my point is that they do not relate to this families
statement, because, as Mr Lenders said, the families
statement is actually dead. An observation I just made
to him in discussion was that the purpose of this
document was not to actually have consultations, not to
set benchmarks; the purpose of it was to make a
statement and to put out a glossy document. I am not
one of those people in this house who uses the word
‘spin’ — I leave that for others — but you would have
to say that there is not another word that would describe
a document and exercise of this kind.
No-one is saying that governments should not review
and refocus policy and expenditure — that is the job of
government — but I cannot find any evidence that any
of the reviews I have referred to are linked to the
objective of identifying benchmarks for further actions,
as promised in the statement. We have no choice but to
conclude that once again this government has failed to
fulfil a commitment to seriously and professionally
engage the Victorian community in the issues that it
flagged in the statement. The list of issues the statement
identified are without any doubt absolutely important.
They include housing provision, health, education,
school funding, vocational education and skills
development, employment, ageing, disability, public
transport, the cost of living, community safety,
policing, costs and charges, urban planning, small
business, regional and rural issues, the management of
natural disasters and so on. They are all there listed in
this document. It is a ready reckoner of what the issues
are.
Members will recall that the Premier, in his speech to
the Parliament when he was introducing the families
statement, said that the coalition places families at the
very centre of its decision making. He went further,
saying that all cabinet decisions are underpinned by
consideration of the benefits they will have for families.
Mrs Coote, to her credit, referred to that in her
contribution. This is a position that the government has
adopted, and it is good and it is right, but the point is
that the government, having made that headline
commitment, needs to develop a process that ensures
that it both happens and that it is capable of being
evaluated, so that we all know how real and how
successful the commitment is.
Without evaluation and the process around it, this socalled commitment is valueless, because the fact is it
cannot be tested. There is nothing at all on the Victorian
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government website about how the coalition is going to
deliver this commitment to place Victorian families at
the very centre of the cabinet decision-making process.
There is nothing on the website that tells us how the
government is going to ensure that each and every one
of the decisions the cabinet makes will be of value and
benefit to Victorian families.
It is not as though there was no methodology to do this.
It is not as though this commitment is inherently
nebulous. We do have methodologies. I am old enough
to remember that this kind of thing was done back in
the 1980s by the government of John Cain. In those
days the Labor government had what was called a
Victorian women’s budget, and through that budget
every department and every unit of government was
required to show in its program budget how its
programs were delivering for Victorian women.
The value of this kind of approach is that it drives the
formulation of benchmarks and measures, and
importantly, it changes the way that governments and
their departments, as well as all those organisations that
deliver government programs, think about what they
are doing and consequently they lift their game. Having
very clear measures and benchmarks linked to budgets
and dollars focuses attention. This is what could have
easily been done around families. A methodology could
have been set up, but it was not. There is no evidence of
that, so you would have to say that this statement was
nothing more than spin. As I say, this commitment is
utterly worthless.
The families statement, in the absence of any evidence
at all that any action has followed from it, must be seen
for what it is — a piece of rhetoric produced by the
party as a propaganda piece in the first flush of its postelection triumphalism. I cannot believe that this
statement was written and prepared or endorsed by the
Victorian public service. There is nothing in this
document, in terms of footnotes or acknowledgements,
that indicates it was prepared by the Victorian public
service. I suspect that the document was worked up by
spin doctors in one or other private office and was
pushed amid great fanfare, but that it is incapable of
really delivering anything. I suspect also that a woman
as intelligent and professional as Minister Wooldridge
would have taken one look at it and realised that it
would be much better for the statement to be airbrushed
from history. I think that is exactly what has happened.
We heard from Mrs Coote in her contribution that the
coalition has in fact delivered on a whole range of
election commitments that benefit families, and that in
effect when all is said and done the families statement
has been honoured and all is well with the world, so
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why bother about this document? That is not the way I
see it. I think these documents are important.
Turning to the general issue of the impact of the
coalition government on Victorian families, the picture
is far from reassuring. The most disturbing factor, the
one of most fundamental concern, is that it is pretty
clear that after a year in office this government does not
have a jobs plan. We know from all the evidence that
the single most important measure of community
wellbeing is whether or not there are jobs, because
besides the income that derives from being in work,
there is the social connectedness from being in the
workforce and the knowledge of making a contribution
to the society and the economy that is the cornerstone
of a community and an individual’s wellbeing.
Besides ensuring that an individual has a job and
income, government also has a role in ensuring that
workplaces and working conditions are conducive to
wellbeing. That is why, going right back to March this
year at the outset of the government’s period in office,
we on this side of the house argued so strongly against
the government’s antifamily, anti-retail workers
changes to the Shop Trading Reform Act 1996. We
clearly saw that this legislation undermined the quality
of life of retail workers and their families.
Many of us talked about the way that legislation would
spoil the Easter Sunday of many Victorians and said
that it would have the effect of interrupting school
holidays. So much for the point Mrs Coote raised, that
every decision cabinet would make would be of
demonstrated material benefit to Victorian families.
Here we had a piece of legislation in March-April, in
the lead-up to Easter, that undermined that objective
and threw that consideration aside.
There is widespread concern over whether the
government is capable of maintaining the jobs we have
in this state and whether it will be able to create more
jobs as our population increases. The basis of that
concern is that real income from production and
productive capacity increases if there is infrastructure
investment that can provide a skilled workforce,
transport connections, communication systems,
research and development and the services that people
need in their communities for their wellbeing.
Building infrastructure takes years to plan, and to see
that we need only look at the significant and major
successes of the previous Labor government. I cite the
Victorian schools plan, which was about rebuilding and
renovating every government school in the state. That
investment was to have been completed in 2016, but the
plan has been trashed by this government, which has
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pulled some $480 million out of education. We believe
and we know that the Victorian schools plan would
have improved the quality of education in Victorian
schools, improved educational outcomes and facilitated
community development as those schools were
designed and built. Importantly, the building and the
renovation of schools in almost every town in Victoria
would have created jobs and benefited families,
because that work would have used the skills and
resources of local tradespeople and local suppliers and
had the multiple purposes of improving education,
improving community development and creating
economic activity in the communities.
As well, Labor massively increased the number of
teachers — by many thousands — which both created
jobs and improved education and skill levels. The
rebuilding of the Melbourne to Bairnsdale rail line and
regional bus services took years of planning, and there
was a long lead time. It started soon after the election of
the Bracks government in 1999 and was delivered
around 2006–07. It involved a huge amount of work
and a huge amount of planning, and it took a long time.
Other examples of long-term planning and delivery
include the desalination plant that will connect South
Gippsland to the water grid; the water grid itself, which
everyone knows is arguably the greatest infrastructure
achievement of the Labor term; the massive investment
in our hospitals, which Mr Lenders referred to,
including the iconic Royal Children’s Hospital; and the
increase by thousands in the number of nurses in
Victoria.
Each and every infrastructure initiative of the previous
Labor government served the three purposes of
increasing the productive capacity of the state,
improving the services available to our citizens and
creating new jobs. This became and was a virtuous
circle. By contrast, a year into its first term the coalition
government has no new infrastructure initiatives on the
drawing board; the only plans it has are studies for
plans. If anything materialises from what has been
started and is under way now — and this is a very
important point — it will not happen for another five
years. We are facing a global situation where there will
very clearly be a contraction of resources, and that will
impact very heavily on Victoria’s prosperity.
To sum up, these issues arise out of a consideration of
the 2011 Victorian families statement. A commitment
was made by the government when it released that
document and it has effectively been removed. The
coalition has clearly failed to do a single thing which is
directly connected to this statement. It has clearly
consigned this document and everything related to it to
the dustbin of Victorian history.
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Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
also rise to speak on this motion. I find it astonishing
that Johan Scheffer and his colleagues can climb up on
a soapbox and make the contributions they have made
after having been in office for 11 years. Listening to the
content of these contributions, one would think that we
have been in office for 11 years and were being judged
on the outcomes and performance indicators of the
former government rather than the present government.
What was the comment Mr Scheffer made? I think he
said that the families statement was dead — or was it
Mr Lenders? What was interesting was Mr Scheffer’s
comment that because this statement was not prepared
by bureaucrats and driven by a machinery designed by
bureaucrats, it was somehow less authentic and less
effective.
That says a hell of a lot about the thinking of the Labor
Party and its perhaps exclusive focus on generating the
processes, the rubric, the glossy publications and the
spin doctoring rather than on an honest conversation
and dialogue between a government elected to office
and the people of Victoria — an unassuming statement
reported on in part by this fairly simply presented
document outlining the Victorian government’s
achievements for 2010–11 following the first year of
the coalition government. We are not obsessed by
processes that are going to be created and driven by the
bureaucracy. We believe the unassuming but
nonetheless aspirational families statement delivered by
the Premier is one that captures the aspirations of
Victorian families.
Aspirations of Victorian families are not dead. They are
alive, they are strong, they are getting stronger and they
are confident. If we look at two-party preferred polling
results here in Victoria, we see they show voter
confidence that this government will deliver on its
commitments and on the community’s aspirations.
Mr Scheffer was bemoaning the lack of performance
indicators — and I think he said benchmarks. I wonder
if Mr Scheffer knows what benchmarks are called in a
political context — they are called promises and
commitments. And guess what? We are working
through those one by one and making sure that we
deliver on our benchmarks, our promises and our
commitments. Mr Scheffer has possibly been too
involved for too long in the workings of government
departments. He may have lost sight of and grown
distant from the people who put him into office. I think
this is the malaise that afflicted the former Labor
government and was responsible for its defeat. It was a
failure to stay in touch with those who gave him the job
and the opportunity to do something good for the state.

5481

To say that somehow Mary Wooldridge was so
disappointed in the statement that she may have
airbrushed it is preposterous. Mr Scheffer himself
conceded that Minister Wooldridge has been involved
in some very important consultations within the
responsibilities of her portfolio. The Premier believes in
his team and that it will undertake the necessary
consultations — genuine, authentic, real consultations,
not just going through the motions and not just
speaking to friends in the areas of their portfolio
responsibilities — and that is what is happening.
This motion is preposterous. It is fortuitous that it has
been moved because it enables us to provide a progress
report a year on. I think that is a very healthy thing, so I
would like to encourage Mr Lenders to bring forward
one of these motions on every birthday of the coalition
government. The opportunity for member after member
to get up and reflect on the commitments made, on the
benchmarks and on what has been done is a very good
thing for democracy.
Obviously the statement was introduced in the
Assembly. When it was received in this house it was
ordered that it be considered on the next day of sitting,
and a motion was moved to take note of it on 3 March.
While a number of members spoke on the families
statement, Ms Mikakos was the only member of the
opposition to speak on it at the time it was introduced,
which is a very poor reflection on the former Labor
government. Ms Hartland spoke for the Greens, I
spoke, Mrs Petrovich spoke, Mr Finn spoke,
Mr Elsbury spoke, Mr O’Brien and Mr Ondarchie
spoke — all of us spoke on that motion to take note of
the statement, and we probably lament the fact that
many more of us did not have the opportunity of
speaking on an important vision for Victoria.
The debate was adjourned and eventually discharged
from the notice paper, as is the normal parliamentary
process under the standing orders and as happens to all
motions except for those moved by ministers.
Mr Lenders is therefore being mischievous. He is very
good at being mischievous. He knows that many
motions are discharged in the same way from the notice
paper. As I said before, it is notable that Labor Party
members have been absent from the chamber even
today, and they ought to be coming back here and
listening; it is their motion. This ought to be the
instrument and vehicle of Labor members, but we are
more than happy to take ownership.
Coming back to the motion, Mr Scheffer said that the
measure of any community is jobs. I see the role of any
government as being fourfold. The first is to provide the
infrastructure that any community needs — that is,
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common needs in order to go about doing its business
whether it is economic activity, private endeavours,
sport and recreation, or whatever. It includes roads,
freight, public transport and bridges, as well as the
actual bricks and mortar that delivers services and
builds social capital. It is your schools, your buildings,
your hospitals. Of course we know that one of the very
strong concerns of Victorians was seeing so much
money wasted by the former Labor government while it
failed to deliver the infrastructure that the community
needed. It overspent massively on some significant
projects and wasted so much money. It was responsible
for so much waste and mismanagement when the
infrastructure that was needed was not being delivered.
I think that was the biggest message and the biggest
reason the Labor government lost.
This is something on which we have been focusing, and
it has not been made any easier by a number of factors.
First and foremost, there has been and there is a
galloping worldwide economic downturn. The
punishing effect of the federal Gillard government in
terms of drawing funding and grants is not just unVictorian and unfair, but I believe it is punitive and will
be seen for what it is come the next federal election.
The other major constraints are the huge overruns on
major projects and the huge black holes that have been
left in the budget through lapsing programs and the like.
They are some of the constraints in terms of delivery
and the backlog of infrastructure.
Mr Scheffer was lauding the Labor government’s
performance in the renewal of schools. The other day I
spent a day in the west and visited four schools with
Mr Elsbury. Between the four of them there would
have been a backlog of capital works worth in excess of
$100 million, given that most of them had not received
any funding since 1999. That was just from visiting
four schools, one of which is in the electorate of the
Prime Minister, Julia Gillard. They are safe, Labor-held
seats, and those members opposite do not give a hoot.
No matter where those children live, at the end of the
day they deserve decent facilities. They deserve to have
their needs met by a responsible government that plans
and delivers — it is a two-stage process. I would like to
commend Mr Elsbury for not continuing the tradition of
ignoring vast tracts of Victorians who were not
necessary to Labor and who were not instrumental in its
securing and keeping power, which is all the former
Labor government members were interested in.
In relation to this nonsense about renewal of schools, a
lick of paint is not renewing a school. Many schools
have been left like ticking time bombs, absolutely
ravaged by poorly administered Building the Education
Revolution projects. There has been a huge increase in
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funding requirements as a result of the BER. Many of
these facilities have been left half, a quarter or a third
built. Just the other day I visited a school that had its
BER project completed in June. The school has not yet
been able to occupy it, but in the process it generated
another $500 000 in expenditure that was not foreseen
in the BER project. Labor’s federal program under the
former state Labor regime has been so botched and so
mismanaged that the current state ministers have been
left with a significant challenge in terms of meeting the
needs of schools regarding their facilities.
That is why the Minister for Education, Martin Dixon,
has recently announced a maintenance audit. There was
no maintenance audit under the former government. It
dismantled the old system — the physical resources
management system, which delivered fair and equitable
funding for maintenance to schools across the state —
and rolled it up into the student resources package.
Much of that money for maintenance has been frittered
away by schools, which have been forced to meet other
growing costs such as the rising price of energy,
including electricity.
When the coalition came to government under former
Premier Jeff Kennett, we thought a $650 million
backlog was earth shattering; I suspect when we
complete the full tally of the backlog in school capital
works and maintenance it will be earth shattering. It is a
deplorable reflection on what Mr Scheffer claimed was
a wonderful inspiration of the Brumby Labor
government — the Victorian schools plan.
I would like to continue with this contribution, but I
think there has been some agreement which may
require me to wind up soon.
The former government’s failure to provide
infrastructure, failure to provide the necessary services,
failure to be open, accountable and respectful — all
these things were what Victorians wanted to change
and what the Victorian families statement promised to
turn around. The statement promised to put families and
Victorians at the epicentre of our decision making,
which we have done. The document Victorian
Government 2010–11 — Achievements and Policies
Implemented in the First Year of Government, provides
in bullet points a good summary of our response to that
statement in the first year. I commend the statement to
all members and all Victorians. I intend to upload it to
my website. I suggest to Labor members that they
would be well advised to spend a bit of time looking at
those achievements, which have been significant for the
south-east, which was a badly neglected region. That is
why we were able to pick up four seats in the region.
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Victorians are already deriving significant benefit from
the new government.
With those few words, I commend the Victorian
families statement and look forward to further
opportunities to contribute to debate on it. I would be
happy to speak on it for hours on end, but I am forced
to tie this up in the interests of the house being able to
get on with further business.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr LEANE
(Eastern Metropolitan).
Debate adjourned until next day.

MARRIAGE EQUALITY
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I
move:
That this house supports marriage equality, and calls on the
commonwealth Parliament to amend the commonwealth
Marriage Act 1961 to provide for marriage equality.

The motion I move today is a simple one. It is identical
to the motion moved by Greens MP Nick McKim and
supported in the Tasmanian Parliament on
21 September and the motion moved by Greens MLA
Shane Rattenbury and supported in the Legislative
Assembly of the Australian Capital Territory on
16 November.
I am moving this motion because marriage equality has
always been Greens policy and we have campaigned
strongly for it for many years. The Greens were the
only party to take marriage equality to the 2010 federal
election.
On 29 September the Greens Senator Sarah HansonYoung reintroduced her marriage equality bill into the
Senate. The federal Marriage (Equality) Amendment
Bill 2010 seeks to remove discrimination from the
federal Marriage Act 1961 and to give same-sex
couples the right to marry. The Greens believe samesex couples should have the same right as other couples
to celebrate their love and commitment through
marriage. A majority of Australians support this right.
Countries including Canada, the Netherlands, Sweden,
Belgium, Norway, Spain, South Africa, Mexico and
many states in the United States of America now
recognise same-sex marriage.
Through this motion I am inviting members of the
Victorian Legislative Council to add their voices in
support of marriage equality at the federal level, which
is where the change is needed, by amending the
commonwealth Marriage Act 1961.
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The introduction of Sarah Hanson-Young’s marriage
equality amendment bill into the Senate in the current
and previous federal Parliaments followed the 2007
introduction by Senator Kerry Nettle of a similar bill to
redefine marriage as the union of two people, regardless
of sexual orientation or gender identity, voluntarily
entered into for life.
I move this motion because I am personally committed
to removing all forms of discrimination, injustice and
unfairness in the law, including in the federal Marriage
Act 1961. The time for marriage equality is here. At
this time in history the federal government has a golden
opportunity to remove discrimination from the federal
Marriage Act 1961 once and for all and allow all
Australians who wish to marry the person they love to
do so, regardless of sex, gender or sexuality. Australia
could then join the many countries around the world
and states of the United States in removing marriage
discrimination forever.
More and more people support marriage equality. A
Herald/Nielsen survey released just last week showed
that 62 per cent of respondents support marriage
equality, which is up by 5 per cent from last year.
People understand the inherent justice of marriage
equality and the unfairness of the status quo. People
understand that marriage equality is right and fair and
that continuing to discriminate against same-sex
couples is not fair and is wrong. Many states have
introduced relationship registers to enable same-sex and
mixed-sex partners to formally register their
relationships. In the debate on the Relationships Bill
2008 in this chamber on 8 April 2008 I said that that
bill and the relationships register fall short of full
equality for same-sex couples and will allow
discrimination against them to continue. The
relationships register affords same-sex couples lesser
recognition than does marriage. I said there is no reason
for this other than the objections of a minority of people
in the community to whom that bill, presumably, would
not apply and on whose lives it would have no practical
effect or impact.
It is not good enough to only partially remove
discrimination and then to make things a little fairer but
not entirely equal. People are equal, and the law should
reflect that, and where it does not reflect that it should
be amended. The Greens have campaigned for the
rights of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transsexual and intersex
people from the start, and we have a policy of no
discrimination. I moved amendments in relation to the
relationships register to allow for an accompanying
ceremony and for mutual recognition of relationships in
different states, but those amendments were not
supported. In my view, the current definition of
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‘marriage’ in the federal Marriage Act 1961 is
inherently discriminatory. While not all same-sex
people might wish to marry, they should be able to be
married if they wish to be. This is an issue of personal
freedom. It is a fundamental right to choose one’s
partner and to have the love between two people fully
accepted and recognised. Less than that is a denial of a
fundamental right and is therefore discriminatory.
I support at the national level marriage equality for all
people, regardless of sexuality and gender identity, and
also a national relationships register for those who wish
to register their relationships but do not necessarily
wish to marry. That would be the best of both worlds:
marriage being open to everybody and also a
relationships register at the national level that is open to
everybody who does not wish to marry but does wish to
have a formal recognition of their relationship.
Allowing discrimination to exist in legislation, such as
in the Marriage Act 1961, sends the wrong message to
the community. It sends a message to the community
that it is okay to discriminate against gay, lesbian,
bisexual, transsexual and intersex people in other ways.
As we know, that results in daily heartache for
thousands of people and their families and friends. As
we also know, it also results in violence against gay,
lesbian, bisexual, transsexual and intersex people and in
tragedy in their lives. This is another important reason
why we need marriage equality.
The Prime Minister has indicated that she does not
support marriage equality, and I have to take her at her
word. However, it puzzles me that she should hold this
view. I hope that despite her personal view she can
recognise the imperative need to remove discrimination
from the Marriage Act 1961 for the reasons I have
outlined in this place. The majority of people in the
community support marriage equality, as do the
majority of ALP state branch members. The Prime
Minister will receive more support than opposition for
bringing about marriage equality.
I also know and acknowledge that there are many
members of the Victorian government who support
marriage equality and speak up both in their party
rooms and publicly in support of it. This is the case in
every state and territory of Australia — right across
Australia. Support for marriage equality is cross-party,
it is very strong in the community and it is growing. It
is an issue for which the time has well and truly come. I
would hope those members of this chamber and the
public who, for whatever reasons, have difficulty
embracing marriage equality are able to open up their
hearts, walk in the shoes of same-sex partners who
cannot legally marry when they dearly want to and
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imagine the pain and heartache they and their families
and friends suffer as a result.
Contrary to what people say, marriage equality will
improve marriage, not undermine it. The institution of
marriage has changed over the years — for example,
women and children are no longer the property of
men — and it must change again to bring an end to the
remaining discrimination inherent in the Marriage Act
1961 and the heartache that that brings. In moving the
same motion in the Tasmanian Parliament this year
Nick McKim said that the Greens understand and
recognise that the best way to provide marriage equality
in Australia is through reform at the commonwealth
level — that is, to amend the commonwealth Marriage
Act 1961 to remove the discrimination that was inserted
into it by the Howard government. If the
commonwealth Parliament does not act on this issue in
a timely way, the Greens in Tasmania reserve their
right to bring on debate on their package of bills to
provide a same-sex marriage framework in Tasmania.
I understand as well, as do the Greens across Australia,
that the best way to remedy this issue and to bring
about full equality in marriage is to bring about reform
at the federal level. As I said, I urge the Prime Minister
to show leadership in this regard. However, as
Mr McKim said in the Tasmanian Parliament, there is
always the fallback position: that we could introduce
laws in the states of Australia to allow for same-sex
marriage. Certainly the constitutional advice provided
to us is that the introduction of bills in state parliaments
to provide for same-sex marriage only — that is,
marriage only for same-sex partners — would not fall
foul of the federal constitution, which since it was
amended seven years ago has stated that marriage is
between a man and a woman and specifically precludes
same-sex marriage. State parliaments would be able to
legislate for same-sex marriage.
I agree with Nick McKim that it is best dealt with at the
federal level, and that is why we have Senator HansonYoung’s bill, the Marriage Equality Amendment Bill
2010, in the Senate. That is the vehicle we would like to
see used to amend the Marriage Act 1961 and to bring
about marriage equality. Like Mr McKim in the
Tasmanian Parliament, I am prepared to introduce a
bill, and in fact I am in the process of drafting a bill for
introduction into the Victorian Parliament to allow for
same-sex marriage.
As I said before, this is an issue for which the time has
come. Support is growing in the community for
marriage equality. As we know, marriage is not a static
institution or a static concept, it has evolved over time
and it needs to evolve again to reflect community
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values and to ensure that the legislation is not
discriminatory and does not contradict people’s basic
human rights. Shane Rattenbury of the Australian
Capital Territory Parliament, in speaking to the same
motion there just a couple of weeks ago, also pointed
out that it is important to remember that marriage is a
legal construct created by Parliament. It was created by
people. We decide what marriage is. It has not been
handed down on a stone tablet or from on high; it is in
fact a human construct.
Under the Marriage Act 1961 in the past women and
children were the property of men and had no rights in
marriage at all. That is how marriage used to be. At the
time it was accepted that that is how it should stay, but
we obviously know it has moved on from that. It is now
no longer the case that women are the property of their
husbands or that children are the property of their
fathers. That is a reflection of the women’s rights
movement and the changing community attitudes
towards what the institution of marriage should be. It is
now no longer acceptable for marriage to be an
institution where women and children are meant to
obey the husband and the father. That is how it was
deemed to be. Women had no financial rights in
marriage.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.

STATEMENTS ON REPORTS AND PAPERS
Queen Elizabeth Centre: report 2010–11
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern
Metropolitan) — I rise to speak on the Queen
Elizabeth Centre’s 2010–2011 annual report, which
is the centre’s 93rd annual report. I can advise the
house that I, along with my parliamentary colleague
Mr Jennings, had the pleasure of meeting with the
centre’s new chief executive officer, Athina
Georgiou, a few weeks ago.
The Queen Elizabeth Centre (QEC) is based in Noble
Park and provides specialised care, support and
guidance to new parents during early parenthood, from
birth until their child reaches 48 months. Whilst the
centre’s head office is in Noble Park, it delivers
services through regional outreach bases in Morwell,
Coburg, Wangaratta, Wodonga and Wonthaggi. At the
core of the services provided by the centre is the belief
that every child’s wellbeing is first and foremost.
The centre’s priorities, as outlined in the report, are to
meet the needs of the most vulnerable families, families
who face multiple complex life issues and families who
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have unique needs that require unique responses. QEC
seeks to meet these unique needs by working with the
family and external providers to highlight the parenting
practices that need developing. As I stated earlier, every
child’s wellbeing is first and foremost.
The primary funder of the QEC is the state government,
and the work that is funded is significant and varied. It
includes, but is not limited to, five-day live-in
residential programs, day stays, skills development and
parenting programs like Parenting Plus. In addition to
core services, the centre also provides innovative
services and programs to families and communities like
the family coaching placement prevention pilot and the
Sing and Grow music therapy program. A large
percentage of the centre’s clients are referrals through
maternal and child health centres, the Department of
Human Services and general practitioners.
This report highlights the value of this service to young
parents. Just under 30 per cent of participants in the
Parenting Assessment and Skills Development Service
program were under 20 years of age, with a trend
towards families accessing this service with youngeraged children than in previous years. This alone should
highlight the need in the community for centres like this
and that the government needs to be involved in their
funding.
As I stated earlier, the centre’s priorities are targeted
towards services for families experiencing the greatest
disadvantage and displaying high-risk factors. Almost
half of the centre’s clients present with numerous risk
factors and a history of contact with child protection,
emanating from depression, family violence, mental
health issues and drug and alcohol dependence.
Families and children in these circumstances are
vulnerable and at risk of lifelong adversity and poor
social, educational and economic outcomes. It is to the
benefit of us all that children in these circumstances are
given the best opportunity in life. Counselling and
psychological support are key components of the
programs, as are group education sessions conducted
with families of similar age and profile. Referrals to
ongoing support services once the families complete the
residential program are provided when necessary.
An evaluation of the effectiveness of the five-day
residential program run by the QEC was conducted in
October 2006 by the Parenting Research Centre to
explore the acceptability of the program and the familycentred approach at the centre, as well as the effects of
the program on parental wellbeing and child
behavioural difficulties. This is available on the QEC’s
website. The results are highlighted on page 5 of that
evaluation, where it states that from those who
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participated in the study, symptoms of depression,
anxiety and stress were all reduced after parents
completed the program, and these improvements
seemed to be maintained one month after leaving the
centre.
The centre targets marginalised culturally and
linguistically diverse communities through specifically
tailored peer-led playgroups and parenting education
groups. In Noble Park the centre has continued to run
these programs for Afghan and Sudanese families, and
their popularity grows as their existence becomes better
known. These programs are a great success for the
participants, who make new friends whilst learning
essential parenting skills as well as building confidence
as parents, which is clearly demonstrated through the
interactions of parents with their children, in their use of
English and in their socialising within their
communities.
This program was funded by the federal government,
and I thank them for this contribution. Last year alone
78 groups involving 1887 participants were held. In
addition, the centre continues to work in partnership
with key organisations on initiatives to improve access
to parenting support services for Victoria’s Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islanders. There are also a number of
very good programs to help young fathers deal with
parenthood.
The 93rd annual report reflects an organisation with
great longevity. However, if you go through the
financial statements, the significant role that
government, in particular the state government, plays in
ensuring the centre’s continued viability becomes
apparent. The funding that is provided for QEC
programs, and programs like them, is repaid through
the lifetime of the children, parents and the community
that benefits and learns from these programs. I hope the
government will continue to be aware of this during the
next three years when making funding decisions.
I congratulate the Queen Elizabeth Centre on all it does
to facilitate positive outcomes for families and children,
and I wish it continued success in the future. I
commend the report to the house.

Auditor-General: Procurement Practices in the
Health Sector
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
rise to make a statement on the Victorian AuditorGeneral’s report on Procurement Practices in the
Health Sector of October 2011. Health Purchasing
Victoria was set up in 2001 under the Health Services
Act 1988 and covers about 23 per cent of Victorian
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public hospital spending. When it was set up, Health
Purchasing Victoria was expected to facilitate public
hospital collaboration to get the best value in
purchasing; to reduce inefficient or inappropriate
duplication of functions, particularly in tendering; and
to improve purchasing practices by developing policies
and practices that ensure probity and improve supply
chain management.
This Auditor-General’s report makes eight
recommendations, all of which have been accepted by
the Department of Health. The department and Health
Purchasing Victoria will now work together to
implement these recommendations. The audit has
shown that Health Purchasing Victoria is an effective
contributor to the health service system, having made
savings totalling about $40 million for health services
through its purchasing strategies.
However, the audit also shows that Health Purchasing
Victoria (HPV) is yet to implement all its functions
under the Health Services Act 1988 or to exploit its full
potential. An audit was conducted in 2005, and it found
that while central procurement had saved hospitals
money, they could get better value still and there was a
need for cooperative action to address data and other
challenges. After 10 years in operation it was
established that HPV is yet to implement all its
functions under the act or to exploit its full potential and
that it has not been undertaking its probity assurance
function under the act, having only limited involvement
in procuring medical equipment and having missed
opportunities for greater savings and better
procurement.
We expect that the Department of Health will now
consider how Health Purchasing Victoria can deliver
more efficiencies and savings for our health system.
The government has established the Victorian Health
Priorities Framework 2012–2022, which emphasises
the need for our health services to be both clinically
effective and cost effective and for Health Purchasing
Victoria to contribute strongly to this.
The audit did not make any findings on any matters of
impropriety or any significant systemic issues in the
health sector, but it did find that after 10 years in
operation HPV is yet to implement all its functions. The
Auditor-General’s office also criticised Health
Purchasing Victoria for not performing its probity
assurance of public hospital procurement processes.
The Department of Health contributed to HPV not
being able to fully discharge all of its statutory duties by
a failure to provide adequate support as system
manager. The report says the department should have
finalised and released the medical equipment asset
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management framework and should be using Health
Purchasing Victoria in procuring high-volume medical
equipment.
The Auditor-General has also been critical of the
department for not assisting HPV to provide a quicker
finalisation of the Victorian product catalogue.
Procurement policies and procedures in health services
are broadly consistent with the Victorian Government
Purchasing Board guidelines; however, there is still
room for improvement. I know the Minister for Health
is working with the Department of Health and with
Health Purchasing Victoria to ensure that the AuditorGeneral’s recommendations are addressed. These
issues have existed for 10 years, and after 10 years we
still have not got it right, but with his leadership the
Minister for Health along with the Department of
Health has got the system back on track. I am looking
forward to an improvement in this system.

Auditor-General: Procurement Practices in the
Health Sector
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I am
also speaking in response to the Auditor-General’s
report Procurement Practices in the Health Sector. The
Auditor-General’s report shows that productivity gains
can be made in the health sector outside the workforce.
If the minister is interested in making productivity gains
across the board and not just engaging in brinkmanship
with the nurses, he should act on the Auditor-General’s
recommendations. The audit investigated best value,
probity and transparency in the purchasing practices of
Health Purchasing Victoria and public hospitals.
HPV was established in 2001 under the Health Services
Act 1988. It was expected that HPV, alongside its other
functions, would deliver savings through its collective
buying capacity being used on behalf of public
hospitals. Procurement represents around 15 per cent of
public hospital operating expenditure, and last year
more than $1.6 billion was spent on relevant goods and
services. HPV is responsible for only 23 per cent of that
$1.6 billion procurement budget. Even so it made
$40 million in savings in 2010–11.
While to a large degree HPV is meeting its objectives,
it is not fulfilling all its legislated functions, principally
due to a lack of support from the Department of Health.
Nineteen per cent of the 200 procurement decisions
made by the hospitals that were investigated — almost
1 in 5 — did not meet the public sector transparency
standards. Transparency in the use of public funds is
clearly of benefit to the health system, but the AuditorGeneral’s findings also reveal that hospitals are not
enjoying the savings benefits of competition. This is
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significant considering the minister is currently engaged
in a very public battle with Victorian nurses, apparently
to save money. I will use language from the minister’s
own bargaining strategy. Surely the management
prerogative should be to make productivity gains
wherever they exist. I suggest the minister is looking in
the wrong place. The term ‘productivity gains’ first
emerged under the Kennett government in the 1990s. It
soon became clear that the term actually meant budget
cuts. Where is the evidence that treating health care like
a market has improved the health system? The only
place where this thinking makes sense is in the
purchasing of quantities of goods, not in the area of
service qualities.
In terms of the Auditor-General’s report, it is clear that
fully resourcing HPV in its probity function will deliver
the savings that competition has to offer. In fact Health
Purchasing Victoria’s difficulties with performing its
legislated probity function were due in part to it chasing
the incentives and performance indicators outlined in its
memorandum of understanding with the Department of
Health. At page 6 the report states:
While HPV is a statutory authority, and as such can determine
its priorities and allocation of resources, in practice the
department strongly influences HPV. The department’s
memorandum of understanding … with HPV, while not a
statutory document, sets out HPV’s funding, agreed
performance indicators, and responsibilities, emphasising
only a selection of HPV’s legislative functions.

Health Purchasing Victoria’s business plan and
strategic plan also exclude probity from its functions.
The Auditor-General’s report says on page 16:
HPV has not issued a policy promoting probity in public
hospital procurement. It tried to issue a probity policy in 2007
but stopped when the department advised against it.

Why is the department so averse to regulating hospital
purchasing? I know the minister will blame the
previous government, but I remind the minister that he
is now in charge. The challenge I put to him is: will
anything change under his stewardship? Is this really a
party-political problem or just a matter that is actually
about institutional politics? The minister’s strategy in
his negotiations with Victorian nurses, as revealed by
the Sunday Age, would suggest the latter.
Health Purchasing Victoria’s memorandum of
understanding expired on 30 June 2011, and a new one
is being drafted. It is also developing a new strategic
plan timed to coincide with the findings of the AuditorGeneral’s report. This period of strategic change at
Health Purchasing Victoria, along with the AuditorGeneral’s recommendations, is an opportunity to
embed a sustainable practice in our public health
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services. If the minister wants to save money, the place
to start is in savings that do no harm. Health Purchasing
Victoria has already saved $40 million. The AuditorGeneral says more millions are there to be saved
without having to hack into our health workforce.

Office of Police Integrity: report
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — In rising to
speak on the Office of Police Integrity report Crossing
the Line, I wish to start with and concentrate on an
appendix of the report relating to the former ministerial
adviser Mr Tristan Weston; it contains his response to
the draft report. I wish to touch on a few things
Mr Weston said.
As we know, a lot of commentary has come from the
Premier and from Mr Ryan, the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, about Mr Weston’s role in
relation to the report’s adverse findings. This has been
to the point where even in the recent weekend papers
Mr Ryan gave Mr Weston another whack about his
activities. When you read Mr Weston’s response to the
draft report you see that his statements include that he:
had no training and found himself in the middle of a crisis,
under extreme pressure, with no support. Mr Weston said he
routinely worked 12 hours a day, found the pace frenetic, was
the sole adviser responsible for the police portfolio …

He also states in his response to the draft report that he
disputes parts of the report and the views of the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, Mr Ryan,
and Mr Hindmarsh, who is the minister’s chief of staff.
The report states:
Mr Weston disputes the characterisation of some of his
conduct as misconduct. He says there were occasions where
he was praised by Mr Hindmarsh for doing exactly what
Mr Hindmarsh is reported as labelling ‘blatant misconduct’.

Mr Weston has gone from a situation where this time
last year when he was a coalition candidate for the
Assembly seat of Macedon, where I am sure he had
good relationships with and received good advice from
some of the current coalition members of Parliament —
he was also probably advocated as being a good
candidate and a good person to represent that electorate
by the then Leader of the Opposition, who is now the
Premier — to a point less than a year later where the
Premier said at a media event when Mr Weston
resigned or was terminated or at whatever point it was
when the Office of Police Integrity’s report came out
that Mr Weston had not been well for a long time. I find
that to be an amazing thing to say when less than a year
ago Mr Weston was a coalition candidate and the
Premier must have been 100 per cent behind his
candidacy for that seat.
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I think the issue is that Mr Weston had the same
opinion that a lot of the government MPs would have
had about the two high-ranking police officers featured
in this report — that is, that Mr Overland was no good
and Sir Ken Jones was good. So Sir Ken Jones was
good and Mr Overland was bad, and Mr Weston went
out and, as it says in the report, openly had discussions
with members of the government and did what he
thought was required of him to get a situation where
Mr Overland, who they thought was bad, would be
replaced by Sir Ken Jones, who was good. I would
have thought that both men were high-ranking, good
policemen, and it is not possible to get to positions like
that without being good policemen. A media
commentator said that the thing about Sir Ken was that
he used to like locking up criminals. I think
Mr Overland would have liked locking up criminals as
well.
I think Mr Weston was doing exactly what he thought
was the right thing by the people who were employing
him. I think there is a lot more to come out, and I do not
think Mr Weston will be prepared to be charged and do
any time in jail in order to cover up for people who I
think encouraged him and who praised him and who
said he was doing a good job, and that is the conduct he
is being abused for in this report.

Library Board of Victoria: report 2010–11
Mrs COOTE (Southern Metropolitan) — I have an
enormous amount of pleasure in speaking on the
Library Board of Victoria’s annual report 2010–11.
This is the first opportunity I have had to say how
delighted I am that the Premier is also the Minister for
the Arts. I know firsthand how passionate he is about
the State Library of Victoria — he has been a supporter
of the library for a very long time — and I know the
library was delighted to know that he had taken on the
arts portfolio. Not only does he support the library in
every sense but he made certain that as Minister for the
Arts he gave the State Library of Victoria a $5.6 million
funding boost in the 2010–11 budget to help it to
respond to the massive increase in visitor numbers and
to the rising demand for digitally delivered information.
That funding has been really well received.
I think it is important for us to understand the issue of
digitisation. I can remember a very long time ago when
I was running the State Library of Victoria Foundation
for Mary Baillieu, who was a wonderful Victorian and
who was also passionate about the library. We got the
first funding from the Myer Foundation — it was
$350 000, which seemed like an inordinate amount of
money — to digitise all of the very fragile glass
negatives that are part of Melbourne’s and Victoria’s
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history. There was a huge area in the basement of the
state library and it took a long time to get that digitising
done. It forms an important pictorial history of what
happened in Victoria, and despite the slides being so
fragile, that history is now able to be kept in perpetuity.
The other thing to note is about VICNET. As part of
our parliamentary email addresses we all have the
suffix ‘vic.gov.au’, which started a long time ago with
VICNET in a tiny office in the state library, so it is very
exciting to think about all these things so far as
digitising and the state library is concerned. Once all
the wealth in our state library and the huge amount of
material there is digitised it can be made available to
the entire world. I know this money is going to be
particularly well received.
I would also like to record my huge admiration for the
president of the library board, the Honourable John
Cain. Mr Cain has done a phenomenal job in that role.
He has taken the library from strength to strength. He
knows my passion for the library, and we have had
many very good and progressive discussions about it. I
know that he, too, was pleased with this funding. As he
says in his foreword to the report:
We are very pleased that the new government has assisted the
library over the next two years with a funding boost.

The foreword quotes the Premier as having said:
‘On any given day, our state library is buzzing with people of
all ages and from all walks of life — students, children and
families, researchers and academics, and tourists’ … ‘The
State Library of Victoria continues to undergo an exciting
period of transformation, and the coalition government looks
forward to working with the incoming chief executive officer,
staff and board to ensure the library remains at the heart of
our community for years to come’.

I would particularly like to record my praise for two of
the board members for the work they do. The first is
Catherine Dale, who was appointed to the library board
in June 2002. She brings a great deal of experience, as
indeed does Stephen Kerr, who is the deputy president.
He is passionate about the library and is a great
advocate for it.
In its last year the library digitised more than
85 000 items, making them readily accessible to anyone
anywhere. Among the items digitised were the very
popular Footy Record from 1912 to 1998, 19th century
regional Victorian newspapers, World War I Victorian
military unit histories and a precious manuscript dating
from 1420 entitled The Pilgrimage of the Lyfe of
Manhode; and, the Pilgrimage of the Sowle.
I think the $5.6 million that the Minister for the Arts
and the coalition government has given to the state
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library will be very well received by Victorians into the
future.

Royal Children’s Hospital: report 2010–11
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak about the Royal Children’s Hospital Melbourne
annual financial report for 2010–11 into the operation
and performance of one of the best-known children’s
hospitals in the world. It is timely for this report to be
tabled, as Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II of Australia
recently officially opened the brand-new children’s
hospital facility in Parkville.
It is appropriate to look at the history of this hospital,
which has served and cared for the children of
Melbourne for 140 years. Originally established as a
charity hospital in 1870, it was called the Melbourne
Free Hospital for Sick Children. The overall intention
of the founders, Dr William Smith and Dr John
Singleton, was to provide medical treatment to sick
children from disadvantaged families. Initially the
hospital provided six inpatient beds and treated as many
outpatients as possible. Interestingly, the original
committee of management consisted solely of women,
and the majority of committee members were women
until the 1980s. In 1953 the hospital had the prefix
‘royal’ conferred on it.
Through this wonderful hospital’s long history, it has
achieved an outstanding record of leading the field of
paediatrics and has become a medical training hospital
without equal. Most Victorian families with children
have used this hospital at some stage in their lives, and
the magnificent Good Friday appeal effort is a
testament to the popularity of this hospital. The appeal
is a thankyou to the caring, wonderful staff who make
this hospital what it is today, and it ensures that there
are additional funds for the continuation of the vital
work of the hospital.
In 1963 the average stay in the hospital was 10 days,
and visiting hours were limited to twice a week.
Imagine the heartbreak of parents not being allowed to
stay by their sick child’s bedside. Today it is considered
beneficial for parents to be close by, and this is
encouraged by the hospital staff. The present day
treatment success rate of childhood cancer is 80 per
cent — a far cry from the child mortality rates of the
1870s — and in 2010 the hospital completed its
100th heart transplant.
Financially the hospital is in the black, and it is up to
date in relation to the training and teaching methods of
future paediatric health professionals. A strategic plan
is in place to move all the patients and staff to the
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brand-new facility in Parkville. According to the report,
it should be finished by late November of this year. I
am sure that the dedication and commitment that is the
keystone of the Royal Children’s Hospital will be
transferred with it when it moves.

Auditor-General: TAFE Governance
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
continue my earlier statement on the Victorian AuditorGeneral’s report into TAFE governance. Initially, I will
focus on the prevailing implications of the poor
communication and oversight of Skills Victoria and
Holmesglen TAFE in the years leading up to some
serious financial decisions made on behalf of
Holmesglen TAFE in June 2010. To sharpen the focus,
I will concentrate on the $6.5 million loan to a
registered training organisation that represented the
funding of an acquisition of a financially stressed
organisation.
The Victorian Auditor-General has stressed that
although the Victorian Skills Commission receives
regular reports from Skills Victoria about the
performance of the TAFE sector, unfortunately the
processes were found to be inadequate. Hence VSC
could not be assured that the functions delegated to it
by Skills Victoria were likely to be effectively
performed.
In following up what I said previously, it is important
that I focus on the Auditor-General’s recommendations
that Skills Victoria should actively engage with TAFE
institutes during the preparation of their strategic plans,
critically review and provide feedback on plans and
inform the relevant minister about conflicts between
government policy and accountability issues where
necessary. A finding or a recommendation such as this
only serves to highlight that in relation to these sorts of
issues, it was the blind leading the blind. An appalling
lack of oversight was highlighted.
The second recommendation was that Holmesglen
needs to review its investment policy to ensure that
investment decisions are consistent with its authority to
invest and with relevant government policy. The
recommendations in the report also apply to the
Department of Treasury and Finance. There is a
recommendation that the department should review the
intended application of standing direction 4.5.6 and
consider whether the exemption should be based on
effective investment powers rather than the legal source
of powers.
To amplify those points I will turn to the tracking of
some of those events in figure A1 of appendix A of this
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report, which is headed ‘Events relevant to the financial
arrangement’. It really is a frightening revelation in
terms of the tracking of these events that started on
10 June 2009. It says:
Skills Victoria issued an executive memo to all technical and
further education (TAFE) institutes informing them about the
new standing direction 4.5.6 (SD 4.5.6), which requires state
government entities with no specific borrowing or investment
powers to undertake all borrowings, investments and financial
arrangements with financial institutions that are either state
owned, or have a credit rating the same as or better than the
state of Victoria.

No-one should be starting an acquisition trail to buy out
competitors when they are caught like rabbits in the
spotlight by the pressures and realities of a contestable
market that TAFEs face. The Auditor-General
commented in relation to this that:
The Minister for Finance signalled that the state government
has a low financial risk appetite and requires public entities to
abide by this in their financial arrangements.

Where did this confusion occur? It is just
dumbfounding. It then says:
By sending this advice to TAFE institutes Skills Victoria
signalled its belief that the restrictions on investment powers
apply to TAFE institutes.

On 9 July 2009:
Holmesglen commissioned its own legal advice that stated —

that standing direction —
4.5.6 was not applicable to Holmesglen.

This is central to the argument and the conclusions the
Auditor-General has drawn in that Holmesglen
basically ignored the financial constraints imposed
upon it. It was not backed up in any way by any support
or direct advice from Skills Victoria. It chose to step
away from providing advice on investment and seeking
legal advice. It is still in high dudgeon and in
contestability mode.

Office of Police Integrity: report
Ms BROAD (Northern Victoria) — I wish to make
a statement on the Office of Police Integrity report
headed Crossing the Line. I am a keen reader of crime
fiction, preferably with a political edge, and Victoria
has produced many fine authors of crime fiction, but
until I read the OPI’s report I would have dismissed a
work of crime fiction containing the actions outlined in
the OPI report as entirely unbelievable. I am also a
former ministerial adviser and head of the Premier’s
private office, and in my experience the actions
outlined in the OPI report are even more preposterous.
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Just as outrageous are the claims by the Deputy
Premier, Mr Ryan, that he had no idea about what was
going on in his own office, that he had no idea that his
own ministerial adviser had arranged for the Minister
responsible for the establishment of an anticorruption
commission to meet the former deputy commissioner of
police at Parliament House, and the claims of the
Premier that he had no idea what his chief of staff was
up to.
Any reasonable person would conclude that the conduct
described in the OPI’s report fits the description of
corruption referred to in the parliamentary library’s
background brief on the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011. The OPI’s
report also emphasises that the OPI was not able to
investigate all conduct, including conduct that may
meet the description of corruption referred to in the
background brief. For instance, the OPI was unable to
explain the discrepancies in the evidence given to it by
the Deputy Premier and the member for Benambra
because of the limits to its jurisdiction.
The conduct described in the OPI’s report clearly
indicates that all those involved believed they were
beyond the reach of the OPI, free to act with impunity,
to abuse the power entrusted in them and to corrupt
government merit-based appointment processes.
Mr Weston, the former ministerial adviser to Mr Ryan,
confirmed this when he was reported in the Herald Sun
of 27 October as saying:
On the basis of the legal advice available to me the OPI did
not have the jurisdiction to investigate my work as a
ministerial officer.

In other words, Mr Weston and his legal adviser
thought Mr Weston, and presumably others, could act
corruptly by abusing the power entrusted in them as
much as they liked and get away with it. One of the
many matters the OPI was not able to investigate was
where that self-serving legal advice came from. It is
well known that Mr Weston’s campaign director at the
last Victorian election, when Mr Weston was the
unsuccessful Liberal candidate for the Assembly seat of
Macedon, was Mr Serge Petrovich, a Victorian
barrister, member of the Liberal Party and failed
Liberal candidate for preselection for the seat of
Macedon in 2002, a contest won by Mr Bernie Finn.
Mr Petrovich, also a former policeman, has publicly
acknowledged that he was investigated by the police
ethical standards department in relation to an incident
where, following the preselection contest between
Mr Finn and Mr Petrovich, Mr Petrovich twice checked
Mr Finn’s police file. A number of members of the
Liberal Party in this place like to make accusations
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about corrupt conduct on a regular basis. The OPI
report has provided chapter and verse about the corrupt
conduct of members of the Liberal Party, and a couple
of them have paid a political price.
The shadow minister for police, Mr Merlino, the
member for Monbulk in the Assembly, has moved in
the Parliament to condemn the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services and to demand his immediate
resignation on the basis that he has been either
complicit in the disgraceful, cowardly and potentially
illegal abuse of power used to remove the independent
Chief Commissioner of Police or that he has displayed
an extraordinary level of incompetence in that he knew
absolutely nothing about the gross misconduct of
members of his own office. I endorse Mr Merlino’s
motion.

Auditor-General: Maternity Services — Capacity
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak on the Auditor-General’s report entitled
Maternity Services — Capacity. I have spoken on this
report in the past, and at that time I mentioned the
planning approach under the previous government and
the shortcomings and failures of that government in
relation to many aspects surrounding planning issues in
maternity services that this very good report highlights.
Not only does it highlight those planning incapacities
but it also highlights the very real pressure that
maternity services across the state have had placed on
them over the past 10 or so years.
The report notes that, after a number of years in decline,
birth rates started to increase in Victoria from 2001,
with a peak in numbers during the years of 2007 and
2008. That was highlighted, as I said, through the lack
of planning for maternity services. Due to that lack of
planning there was an inability for women to be able to
access appropriate maternity services, not only in the
growth areas that this report highlights — and I draw
attention to the report where it notes birth figures,
particularly in the north-western region, and how
growth in those areas was particularly affected — but
also in our rural and regional areas.
On page 27, under the heading ‘Access to antenatal
care’, the report notes:
All women should be able to access antenatal care easily and
readily.

In particular, under the heading ‘Access to maternity
services’ the report notes that the previous
government’s:
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… Future Directions for Victoria’s Maternity Services policy
aims to give women timely, high-quality maternity care
during pregnancy to provide the best possible start for their
babies.

The Auditor-General’s report goes on to say:
Increased demand has posed a daily challenge to hospitals in
managing antenatal bookings. In response, health services
have set up community-based or ‘outreach’ antenatal clinics,
prioritised publicly funded ultrasounds and scans for those
most in need, and collaborated with GPs to share maternity
care.

That is well and good in relation to addressing some of
those issues. The report then considers issues
surrounding equity and time lines of access in the
various phases of maternity care, in particular antenatal,
labour and birth, and postnatal care.
The demand for maternity services, whether in the
metropolitan region or in rural and regional Victoria,
has been significant. The report highlights that
significance and the failure of the previous government
to address those areas, as I have said. In contrast the
Baillieu government has recognised the areas of
concern and acted upon them.
It is also pleasing to note the recommendations laid out
by the Auditor-General on page xi of the report. I did
not have time to go through them in great detail last
time, but I did mention that they have been accepted by
the Department of Health and have been taken up. I will
not go through the recommendations again, but in
addition to those six recommendations, that are very
well laid out in this report, the initiatives and actions of
this government, together with the Victorian Health
Priorities Framework 2012–2022, which was released
in May by the Minister for Health, will give priorities
and direction to the ways in which the Baillieu
government is working to improve the planning,
coordination and accessibility of maternity services
throughout this state. This will also include support for
and encouragement of rural obstetric and maternity
services, additional postgraduate scholarships in
midwifery and nursing and funding for increased
capacity for rural midwives through ongoing clinical
supervision. This will be a huge improvement to health
services in rural and regional Victoria.
This government is very mindful, respectful and
understanding of the demands on nursing and maternity
services right across the state and is doing much to
support them. In addition to congratulating the AuditorGeneral for laying out very clearly what the
shortcomings are, I also congratulate the health minister
and the Department of Health on addressing those real
needs.
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Royal Children’s Hospital: report 2010–11
Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — I rise today
with a strong measure of pride to talk about the Royal
Children’s Hospital annual financial report 2010–11,
yet another example of just how well Labor managed
this state when in government. It proves that the real
legacy of our time in government will serve and support
the people of Victoria for many decades to come. It also
helps to make it known that when Labor governs it does
so for all of the community. It also reminds members of
this house, especially those opposite, and the people of
Victoria that we were at the helm of the good ship
Victoria when the fabulous new Royal Children’s
Hospital building became a reality. I also note that this
happened against a background of long and ongoing
criticisms from the former opposition, now in
government.
There have been unfounded and insulting comments
about the size of the hospital, its location and other
factors, of which the Premier himself, the Honourable
Ted Baillieu, disproved when he stood behind Her
Majesty as she opened this wonderful new building.
The new hospital is a building that will serve our
community and our state for decades to come and that
owes so much to the leadership of former Treasurer and
later Premier John Brumby and former Minister for
Health Daniel Andrews, the next Premier of our state,
yet the passing mention of these two great men by the
current Premier at the opening ceremony did not show
them the respect they deserved. However, I am certain
that Her Majesty, wise as she is, knows the truth behind
this magnificent new hospital that Labor built. Had it
not been for Labor, the plans would still be on the
drawing board, as they are with so many other policies
under this government.
I am talking about a hospital with world-class, leadingedge facilities that is able to give children the best care
possible, although a critical part of that care is the
amazing doctors and nurses. I commend the doctors at
the Royal Children’s Hospital; however, I note that they
earn 30 per cent more than their colleagues who work
at the Western General or Sunshine hospitals due to the
inability of the health minister to sort out the mess that
he has created. Nurses are justifiably seeking better pay,
given the long hours of dedicated work under what are
at times awful circumstances that I sincerely doubt
anyone in this house would wish to experience.
I congratulate the talented Tony Beddison for his
leadership as chairman of the hospital board, a very
wise appointment on our part, and Professor Christine
Kilpatrick, a gifted CEO who has given much to this
very special hospital and its patients. Of course I also
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wish to congratulate all the Royal Children’s Hospital
staff, as a solid financial outcome is about more than
accountants balancing the books; it is very much a team
effort across all areas.
We on this side of the house value such team playing
and strong support, and we recognise that while a
limited number of talented staff may win awards every
year, many more are deserving of them. This hospital
attracts the very best, and the very best they must be if
they are to care for the most precious gifts in all of
creation, the children of our state. What I have just said
may be wrong, because as we are all aware the highly
talented staff at the Royal Children’s also care for
children from far and wide, beyond the borders of our
state, because compassionate people do just that.
Trishna and Krishna are examples of two critically ill
young babies who were brought into the hospital, and
while they had a carer who should be made Victorian of
the Year, it was the staff at the hospital who gave these
two little girls from a far-off country a chance to live
normal, healthy and happy lives. The staff at the Royal
Children’s Hospital had already done this many times
and will do so into the future.
As I read the annual financial report and note how well
the hospital is managed I am also reminded that for
more than a decade past the hospital had the strong
support of a caring and effective government that
neither asked where people lived nor cared about their
politics. I am certain that this government will follow
on in its brief remaining time in office. The Royal
Children’s Hospital’s reported strategic priorities and
key outcomes are not a long list of empty words but a
record of great dreams and solid achievements.
Having served as a government backbencher during the
years of the building of the new hospital, I am so proud
of the key role — the leading role; the driving role —
that was played by our government.

Royal Children’s Hospital: report 2010–11
Mrs PETROVICH (Northern Victoria) — I rise to
speak on the Royal Children’s Hospital annual financial
report 2010–11. It is very important to note that we all
at some stage may have cause to make a visit to the
Royal Children’s Hospital, usually in a time of crisis —
at a time when we are most worried about the most
precious members of our family, our children. I know
the facilities personally; I have been there on a number
of occasions with my own children due to a variety of
sporting injuries caused by playing football or netball,
ice-skating or horseriding. Whether they have been
paediatric, orthopaedic or gastrointestinal incidents,
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there have been plenty of opportunities to have a very
good up-close-and-personal view of the very good
services provided by this hospital.
It is important to note that whilst the hospital services
metropolitan Melbourne it also plays a very important
and strategic role in offering services to rural and
regional families. I know that people in rural and
regional communities take comfort in knowing that that
facility is available to them. We witnessed recently the
historic opening of the new facility by Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II on 26 October. It was a very
important day for Victoria because we have not only a
new building but new facilities and a new way of
treating children in Victoria.
The Royal Children’s Hospital has touched the lives of
children and families, and not just on a rural and
regional or metropolitan basis but nationally as well.
We have seen some changes since the hospital
originally opened in Parkville 140 years ago, and we
have seen advances not only in technology but also in
the way we treat our patients. In addition facilities are
now available to enable families to not only visit more
frequently but also stay with their children in this new
facility.
The hospital has received a good report which shows
great financials, and I think we also need to
acknowledge the assistance that the Victorian
community provides this hospital through the Good
Friday Appeal, which has raised the outstanding
amount of $15.156 million. The appeal was established
in 1932 by a group of journalists from the Herald and
Weekly Times publication and has stood the test of time
as a massive fundraiser for the hospital. I think we can
credit not only that delivery but also the strategic plan
for 2010 to 2013 which sets out six strategic directions
for the Royal Children’s Hospital. They are delivering
excellence in health care; realising the potential of the
new Royal Children’s Hospital; supporting and
strengthening the Royal Children’s Hospital team;
enhancing community and stakeholder support;
maximising campus-led research, and providing
excellent educational development and training. As
with all organisations, nothing can progress without a
strategic plan. This plan helps inform the business and
departmental planning processes over the next three
years, and it will be reviewed on an annual basis. If
necessary, the actions that have been identified to better
meet the opportunities and challenges before the
hospital will be addressed.
It is good to also acknowledge the staff of the Royal
Children’s Hospital. The staff continue to demonstrate
outstanding commitment to the vision and values of the
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hospital, and I think it is timely that with the
establishment of the new hospital we congratulate the
staff, who are trained to the highest standards and who
work towards great outcomes for our wonderful
children and their health needs in Victoria.

Auditor-General: Biotechnology in Victoria —
The Public Sector’s Investment
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — Successive
Victorian governments, including the previous Labor
government, have valued the contribution that research
and development in biotechnology makes to the state’s
scientific achievement and to its capacity to innovate
and contribute to the international development of new
technologies. The Auditor-General concludes in his
audit of the effectiveness of the state’s investment in
biotechnology that the Department of Business and
Innovation has met 10 of the 16 goals and targets it set
itself and that it has made progress on the 6 targets that
have not been fully met.
Investment in biotechnology has the potential to
stimulate scientific research and innovation, assist in
making medical and pharmaceutical discoveries, attract
private investment, develop highly skilled people and
more generally extend the state’s scientific knowledge.
The Auditor-General was critical of the investment to
the extent that he indicated that there were
shortcomings in the method used to target investment
and weaknesses in evaluating the effectiveness of the
potential benefits and identifying risk. The AuditorGeneral accepts that, owing to the long lead times in
complex investments of this sort, it may not be
reasonable to expect the full benefits to become
apparent quickly. But he believes that 10 years is
sufficient time and that the department should be able
to objectively demonstrate the cause and effect
relationship between investment and the results
achieved.
This set of life science technologies can be used for a
range of purposes, such as vaccines, health treatments
and agricultural products. The technologies can also be
used in energy generation, increasing production,
controlling pests and processing waste. Clearly
innovations of this type can deliver huge benefits to
humanity; they have considerable economic value and
can raise the state and national income. Technologies of
this type may take many years to develop, and the long
lead times, high levels of investment required and high
failure rate justify the public investment. This is a
classic example of what the Auditor-General calls the
perception of market failure in the sector; the private
sector is reluctant to invest because of the high risk and
slow return on the very high investment.
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The Auditor-General’s report also examines the value
of this industry sector and, drawing on a 2009 report
undertaken by the former Department of Innovation,
Industry and Regional Development, says that out of
the 44 publicly listed biotech companies only 13 were
profitable. The report also states that 83 per cent of the
$23.8 billion combined market capitalisation of the
Victorian life sciences industry sector is accounted for
by one of the top ten global biopharmaceutical
companies.
Overall, even though most companies are not turning a
profit, the huge profit of this single company accounts
for an aggregate net profit of $981 million for Victoria.
This is why there has to be a level of state intervention.
The Department of Business and Innovation and its
predecessor, the Department of Innovation, Industry
and Regional Development, have, since 1999, invested
some $3.5 billion in the state’s scientific arena, of
which around one-fifth is directly invested in
biotechnology and just under one-fifth in initiatives
indirectly related to biotechnology.
The Auditor-General recommends that the DBI
(Department of Business and Innovation) should
develop an overarching biotechnology strategy and that
its investment portfolio should better align its
investments with its risk-and-return profile. I found this
a very useful report, and I commend the AuditorGeneral’s office on its production.

Office of Police Integrity: report
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I rise to
make a very brief contribution on the Office of Police
Integrity report, Crossing the Line.
Mr Lenders — That’s a very good name.
Ms MIKAKOS — I agree with Mr Lenders that it is
a very appropriate name. This is a report that is truly
astonishing in its scope. It outlines the breadth of
corruption, collusion and underhanded practices
engaged in by senior members of the government —
both ministers and their staff — to orchestrate the
demise of the most senior police officer in this state.
The report makes it very clear on page 9 that it does not
exonerate the Deputy Premier, Peter Ryan, in any way.
The OPI makes it clear that it had no jurisdiction to
investigate ministers or their ministerial staff who were
not serving members of Victoria Police.
There is a whole series of unanswered questions that
the government has worked to dodge since the report
was tabled in this Parliament, including questions about
what knowledge the Minister for Police and Emergency
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Services had about various meetings that occurred
between Sir Ken Jones and other individuals. There
were background briefings and off-the-record
comments being made to a whole series of journalists.
There were meetings involving the Minister for
Corrections and meetings involving the Premier’s chief
of staff, Mr Michael Kapel, who secretly met with
Sir Ken Jones at Sir Ken’s home on 16 February this
year.
A whole series of issues arising from this report have
not been responded to, and still lurk in the public’s
mind. I believe the Victorian people deserve some
answers to these issues. The government can duck and
weave as much as it likes on these issues, but they will
not go away. The government claimed that it was going
to hold itself to a higher standard. In opposition the
coalition made a whole series of statements around
issues of openness, accountability and transparency,
and what have we seen since it has been in
government?
We have seen the farce of this chamber spending hours
upon hours last night in committee on the legislation
establishing the Independent Broad-based Anticorruption Commission — one of the most important
pieces of legislation to come before this house all
year — and the minister completely refusing to answer
questions around how that body will operate and what
further pieces of legislation might be coming before the
Parliament, to the point of the absurdity of the house
sitting until 3.30 in the morning and the Victorian
public and the house still being none the wiser about the
operation of that legislation.
We have had the situation in the last two days of the
Minister for Housing, Ms Lovell, distributing thousands
of letters to petitioners and refusing to answer questions
in this Parliament — showing complete disrespect to
this house — around the circumstances relating to the
letter being circulated, how it was distributed and who
paid all those costs, given that the letter was written on
the minister’s letterhead. We have seen today and
yesterday the Minister for the Environment and Climate
Change, Ryan Smith, refusing to answer questions
regarding shareholding issues where there was a clear
conflict of interest between his private share ownership
and decisions made that relate to his portfolio.
What we are seeing from this government is a complete
disregard for standards of integrity. The Office of
Police Integrity report is just the tip of the iceberg.
What it has done is give the Victorian people a taste of
what is really going on behind the scenes of this
government.
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Business interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Tarlamis) —
Order! The question is:
That the house do now adjourn.

Housing: Moorabbin development
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — The
matter I raise tonight is for the attention of the Minister
for Housing, who I note is not in the chamber, and it
relates to the recently built social housing units on the
corner of South Road and Nepean Highway in
Moorabbin. I note that the minister was very critical of
the project in her contributions in this place on
24 February and 25 March last year and that she was
asked by Elizabeth Miller, the member for Bentleigh in
the Assembly, in an adjournment matter in the
Legislative Assembly on 14 September, to ‘come and
look at the site’.
In her contribution Ms Miller talked about Labor’s
neglect of affordable housing in the area and about how
great these social housing units are. In her contribution
she described the development as:
… a great example of public housing in my electorate. I invite
the minister to visit the development, view the important
facility and join me in welcoming the new tenants …

I could not agree more, but when the coalition was in
opposition both Ms Miller and Ms Lovell signed a
petition calling for this ‘inappropriate site’ not to
proceed. I have the petition here if anybody wants to
peruse it to see their signatures. Beyond this, Ms Miller
doorknocked local residents, spreading fear and
misinformation about the project — a fear campaign
which the minister, Wendy Lovell, has not repudiated
in any way.
The action I seek from the minister is that she come up
with some social housing support of her own, not to
claim credit — —
Mrs Peulich — On a point of order, Acting
President, I am fully aware of what Ms Miller’s actions
were, and could I say she was not doorknocking to
arouse fear; she was merely responding to constituent
inquiries.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Tarlamis) —
Order! There is no point of order.
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Mr LENDERS — The action I seek from the
minister is that she come up with some social housing
support of her own and that she not claim credit for
programs like Moorabbin, which she ridiculed in
opposition. She should apologise to the Moorabbin
community for the fear she and others instilled with
their negative campaign, and most of all come up with a
policy of her own. If she is really generous, she should
apologise for her hypocrisy.

Health Purchasing Victoria: environmental
policy
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter tonight is for the Minister for
Health. As the minister is aware, the Auditor-General
has recommended Health Purchasing Victoria realign
itself with its legislated activities. Today I will
concentrate on the part of the Auditor-General’s report
that pointed to Health Purchasing Victoria’s obligation
to build capacity within the sector. In this I think the
Auditor-General is referring to part 6, division 2,
section 131(e) of the Health Services Act 1988, which
states that one of Health Purchasing Victoria’s
functions is ‘to foster improvements in the use and
application of purchasing systems’. I also think the
concept of capacity building exists in the term ‘best
value’, which is also used in that section of the act.
I suggest that another factor be included: ‘Considering
environmental aspects in the purchase of products and
services, and endeavouring to ensure the suppliers also
meet high standards of environmental performance’. I
get this phrase from the environmental purchasing
policy of the minister’s own Department of Health.
Climate change will continue to be an issue throughout
our lifetimes and well beyond. Given the purchasing
decisions we make now affect the wellbeing of future
generations, I suggest the departmental policy ought to
be made law. The business case can be proven in a
number of ways. As one example, Forbes McGain, an
intensive care specialist at the Western Hospital, the
major public hospital in my region and the leader
amongst hospitals in Victoria on environmental
practice, conducted a life cycle study of drug trays used
in his practice. The study found that the hospital could
save between $2500 and $6000 through the use of
reusable drug trays instead of the more popular singleuse items. Economies of scale demand that we look at
what other cost-effective and environmentally
preferable products and practices are available. The
idea of ‘best value terms’ could be expanded to include
this kind of evidence.
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Sixty per cent of the ecological and carbon footprint of
Victoria’s public health services comes from the
procurement of consumables. I support evidence-based
decision making in health policy, as I support it in all
areas of government. The evidence is in; climate
change is a public health issue. It is time to consider
both the immediate and long-term costs of our
decisions. I would like the minister to clarify the
Baillieu government’s commitment to a healthy
environment. His action on this issue would be a clear
indication of what the Baillieu government’s stance on
climate change is, because it is a bit difficult to know at
the moment. The action I am asking of the minister is
that he embed environmentally preferable cost-saving
purchasing into the Health Services Act 1988.

Libraries: Sunshine
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I wish to raise
a matter for the attention of the Minister for Local
Government. Usually when I speak about the Brimbank
City Council all sorts of images spring to mind. There
is no shortage of shysters associated with the Brimbank
City Council, and we have seen no end of trouble and
difficulty associated with that particular council over a
fair period of time — all associated, I might say, with
the Australian Labor Party.
Today I do not wish to embark on an adventure down
that particular track. Rather I wish to raise a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Local Government
concerning the administrators of the Brimbank
council — as we know, Brimbank council has no
elected councillors — who are attempting to get some
funding from the state government for the Sunshine
library through the Living Libraries capital
infrastructure program.
My understanding is that the council wishes to expand
the library’s floor space and increase public spaces for
events, programs, learning, reading, study and public
access to computers, as well as to better connect the
library to Hampshire Road, Hampshire Square and
other spaces. I am particularly familiar with this library
because it is just across the lane from my office. I walk
past it quite often and have even been known to go
inside from time to time. It is a great resource for the
community, and one has to remember that this is a
community in the fullness of rejuvenation. This is a
community which is once again returning to younger
families. We have a number of migrant groups there as
well. So the need for a library service is very strong,
stronger than it has been for a long time.
I fully endorse the attempts by the administrators of
Brimbank council to get some funding from the
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minister through the Living Libraries capital
infrastructure program, and I urge the minister to
consider very favourably the request from the
Brimbank administrators for this funding as it will be a
major plus for a resource which is under great demand
at the moment. I believe that with appropriate funding
the resource will be under even greater demand,
because it will be much bigger and much more
productive in its own way. I ask the minister to take
into consideration the pleas of the Brimbank
administrators and to give the Sunshine library some
money from this infrastructure program that will see it
through for many years to come.

Healesville freeway reservation: future
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Public
Transport, Terry Mulder, and it is in regard to the
Healesville freeway reservation, through which
VicRoads has declared there will never be a freeway.
Therefore there has been a lot of discussion in the
community about how the land reservation should be
utilised in the future. I received a letter from the mayor
of the City of Whitehorse in which he put forward the
position of Whitehorse City Council, which is that this
reserve of land should be kept for public space and
community use.
I know the minister has been asked by the members for
Bayswater and Forest Hill in the other place to act in
certain ways. I think the member for Forest Hill asked
the minister to go out to look at the land, and the
member for Bayswater asked the minister to speak to
the community about an ongoing process that VicRoads
has undertaken in relation to this land.
The action that I am seeking from the minister is very
much in line with that of the Whitehorse council. The
positions of the members for Bayswater and Forest Hill
seem to be a little bit different. In the Whitehorse
Leader of 2 March the member for Forest Hill is
reported as having ruled out any development on this
land — that is, while he has been the local member.
Before the election the member for Bayswater said in
her election literature that one of her seven priorities for
the Bayswater district was:
Preserving the proposed Healesville freeway corridor as
public parkland for the benefit of all.

The action I seek from the minister is for him to do
whatever it takes with VicRoads, Parks Victoria and the
council to achieve exactly what the member for
Bayswater called for in the lead-up to the election —
that is, to preserve the proposed Healesville freeway
corridor as public parkland for the benefit of all.
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Bushfires: preparedness
Mrs PETROVICH (Northern Victoria) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Bushfire
Response, Peter Ryan. I congratulate the coalition on
the announcement of more than $306 000 for practical
solutions based — —
Mr Lenders interjected.
Mrs PETROVICH — I certainly would not
congratulate you. I congratulate the minister on
$306 000 for practical solutions based locally to
increase bushfire safety and preparedness across some
of Victoria’s most bushfire-prone areas. The $5 million
Fire Ready Communities program aims to improve fire
preparation, fire awareness and education over the next
four years. It is noted that these grants mark Victoria’s
inaugural Fire Action Week, which ran from 13 to
20 November. Projects which have received first-round
Fire Ready Communities grants range from dedicated
bushfire community information programs and
establishing telephone trees within the communities to
creating a new community warning siren system to help
with evacuation in high-risk bushfire areas.
I note one of the grants is for a project in Bullengarook,
an area in the Macedon Assembly electorate that I
know very well, which has been given a $40 600 grant
aimed at providing a pilot of a new, community-based
bushfire readiness model.
Mr Finn — It voted Liberal in the last election.
Mrs PETROVICH — It did. It voted Liberal in the
local Assembly member’s heartland. I think she lives in
Bullengarook, Mr Finn. This project will develop and
test the readiness and practicality of the planning
process step by step with local residents and agencies,
identify people and places that are particularly
vulnerable and develop a suite of community and
agency responses to address their unique risks and
vulnerabilities. A township protection plan will be
developed as part of this project. This particular pilot
will include a community-wide exercise to test the plan,
followed by a review to refine the plan where
necessary.
I am particularly supportive of the community
empowerment aspect and working with multiple
agencies on these projects. It is a great initiative,
something that was never taken up in the previous
11 years by those who are making a lot of noise here
tonight. While the program targets the state’s
52 identified high-risk bushfire communities, other
communities in high-risk areas can also submit project
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proposals for consideration. I ask the minister to update
the house on what other projects are planned for the
52 high-risk bushfire communities as they are rolled
out.

Planning: green wedge logical inclusions
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Planning,
and it concerns the impact on residents of potential
changes to the urban growth boundary as a result of the
deliberations of the Logical Inclusions Advisory
Committee in relation to the south-east growth area,
specifically in Pakenham. In May this year the minister
instigated a process whereby the Growth Areas
Authority would review the urban growth boundary in
a number of interface local government areas, including
Casey and Cardinia within my electoral region. The
objective of the review is to see where further pieces of
land not included inside the urban growth boundary
could be included, which would enable them to be
developed as a way to help address the shortage of
metropolitan land supply for housing and employment
purposes.
Concerns have already been raised in the media and
debated in this house about the benefits that may accrue
to landowners and developers who have links to the
Liberal Party, and many residents believe that some of
the areas designated for rezoning are inappropriate and
not in the community interest. But leaving this aside,
local residents have spoken to me about their concerns
that if the rezoning takes place in the absence of clear
plans and funding allocations for infrastructure, the
resulting lack of livability for existing and new
residents will be disastrous. As I understand it, the
proposal for Pakenham is to expand the urban growth
boundary to about 4 kilometres from the Pakenham city
centre, east of Ryan Road between the Monash
Freeway and Pakenham Bypass to the south and the
Old Princes Highway to the north.
I ask the minister to provide me with a clear
commitment to provide funds that will provide
reasonably direct access to the Monash Freeway and to
the Melbourne–Gippsland railway via a new railway
station for East Pakenham, including the new
residences on the land east of Ryan Road, if the
outcome of the review is that new housing is to be
constructed there. The Monash Freeway is the main
road from Melbourne to Warragul in the west and the
Latrobe Valley to the east, and it is important that
residents who live in Pakenham have access to this
highway without having to virtually circumnavigate
half the town to get there.
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I see from the presentation by Parklea Pty Ltd to the
Logical Inclusions Advisory Committee that there is an
expectation of primary access by future arterial
connections to the Princes Highway. Currently there is
one connection from the freeway into south central
Pakenham at Koo Wee Rup Road. Another is well to
the west at Cardinia Road and the other well to the east
at Nar Nar Goon. Residents are therefore justifiably
concerned that the proposed development east of Ryan
Road will in effect box in the residents who will make
their homes there.
The Parklea Pty Ltd submission makes a number of
suggestions regarding the access that residents of the
future development will need to make the development
viable for so many people. But, so far as residents
know, there is no commitment from the minister that
government will invest adequate funds to facilitate the
expensive construction of the roadworks necessary to
give residents access to the freeway and to avoid
massive road congestion.

Rail: Southland station
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
would like to raise a matter for the attention of the
Minister of Public Transport, and it concerns a flyer
that was handed out at Cheltenham station the other day
on the issue of the promised Southland railway station.
Dare I say that it alleges this has been something of a
fraud brought upon the electors in the Assembly seats
of Bentleigh and Mordialloc. I noted that the flyer was
properly authorised; however, it used the contact details
of an electoral office of a certain upper house colleague
of mine who is currently presiding in the Chair.
I assume and I hope, given its political nature and
inaccuracy, the pamphlet was therefore paid for by the
non-parliamentary resources of the certain member.
Given the scoping work that has already happened on
the project and the briefings I and other members have
had from the department, I ask the minister to consider
what action he can take to accurately inform the
community about the progress that is being made. I also
ask that he respond to the falsehoods and
inaccuracies — I am trying to be kind and not reflect on
the Chair — in the contents of the flyer.
I am more than happy to provide a copy of the flyer to
the minister. As I said, I hope the flyer is being paid for
by non-parliamentary resources, given its political
content and its absolute inaccuracy. I would hope, as a
representative of the said area that such inaccuracies
would not be peddled without due diligence. Clearly
there has been no due diligence exercised in trying to
perpetrate what is an absolute falsehood.
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I ask the minister to take immediate action to make sure
that the intent of the government and the work that is
already being undertaken to bring about the Southland
railway station — a project promised by Labor several
elections in a row but never delivered — is seen to be
being progressed by a government that intends to keep
its election commitments.

Responses
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I have written responses to adjournment
debate matters raised by Mr Drum on 16 June, Mr Finn
on 16 August, Mr Leane on 30 August, Ms Hartland on
13 September, Ms Tierney on 13 October, Mr Finn on
25 October and Ms Mikakos on 8 November.
Mr Lenders made a request to the Minister for Housing
with regard to matters associated with social housing in
Moorabbin. I will pass on that request to the Minister
for Housing.
Ms Hartland raised a matter for the Minister for Health.
That is a matter which I will convey to my colleague
Mr Davis.
Mr Finn raised a matter for the Minister for Local
Government. He made it abundantly clear that he
supports the application for some library funding for the
good people of Brimbank. I will pass that request on to
the Minister for Local Government.
Mr Leane raised a matter for the Minister for Public
Transport regarding the Healesville freeway reservation
and his desire to see that it is put to good community
use. I will pass that on to the Minister for Public
Transport.
Mrs Petrovich raised a matter for the Minister for
Bushfire Response that concerned an inquiry about fire
readiness planning for bushfire risk communities, and
she sought information from Minister Ryan with
respect to that matter. I will convey that to the minister.
Mr Scheffer raised a matter for the Minister for
Planning regarding the urban growth boundary and in
particular access to the Princes Highway around the
Pakenham area. I will convey that request to the
Minister for Planning.
Finally, Mrs Peulich raised a matter for the Minister for
Public Transport seeking some clarification of content,
as I understand, of a particular flyer that was handed out
at a suburban railway station. I will ask if the Minister
for Public Transport is able to do what has been
requested by Mrs Peulich.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Tarlamis) —
The house now stands adjourned.
House adjourned 6.51 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. N. Atkinson) took the
chair at 9.33 a.m. and read the prayer.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Ombudsman — Report on the Investigation into the
Foodbowl Modernisation Project and related matters,
November 2011.
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003 — Government
Response to the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee’s
Report on the 2011–12 Budget Estimates — Part One.
Victorian Environmental Assessment Council Act 2001 —
Government Response to the Victorian Environmental
Assessment Council’s Remnant Native Vegetation
Investigation Final Report.
Victorian Industry Participation Policy — Report, 2010–11.

NOTICES OF MOTION
Ms HARTLAND having given notice of motion:
The PRESIDENT — Order! I advise Ms Hartland
that there may be some financial implications for the
government associated with that bill. She should have a
talk to the Clerk about it to ensure that we have
followed the proper procedures if it is to proceed.
Further notice of motion given.

5501

carbon tax might collect next year, but the Baillieu
government’s water revenue is going to continue to
rise. The much-vaunted Living Melbourne, Living
Victoria project has so far not delivered a new pricing
model as promised by the government when in
opposition; it simply called for another look at pricing,
which means that between 33 per cent and 90 per cent
of what is on a water bill is a fixed charge rather than
providing an incentive to conservation.
In the meantime we have the usual nickel-and-dime
rebates towards conservation that do not reflect the
benefit to the government of our becoming more
conservationist in our use of water. After nearly
365 days we would have expected a lot more, because
water bills are such an important part of our cost of
living. They are also an essential reform towards
putting water back into our rivers and creating a
healthier environment.

Nurses: enterprise bargaining
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — On Monday,
14 November, I met with nurses in Hamilton to discuss
their ongoing dispute with the Baillieu-Ryan
government. The nurses I spoke with are deeply
concerned about the government’s threats in relation to
nurse-to-patient ratios and split shifts, which they say
will reduce the quality of health care in Hamilton. The
government has a responsibility to Victorian nurses and
the people they care for. The nurses in Hamilton simply
want the government to negotiate in good faith and
show greater respect for their work.

Go Home on Time Day
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday,
6 December 2011.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Water: charges
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — We can
live without coal, but we cannot live without water.
Last year, the Baillieu government raked in an extra
$400 million from Victorian consumers on their water
bills. That is equivalent to about one-quarter of what the

Ms PULFORD — On another matter, national Go
Home on Time Day is an initiative of the Australia
Institute to raise awareness of the impact that working
overtime can have on the health of workplaces and the
social wellbeing of Australians. A survey conducted by
the Australia Institute found that over half of our
national workforce — about 6.8 million people — has
seen an increase in work demands taking up their free
time. One in two people surveyed stated they do not
spend as much time with their families as they would
like to because of increased work demands. The report
Something for Nothing — Unpaid Overtime in
Australia, released by the Australia Institute, found that
on average full-time employees work 70 minutes of
unpaid overtime each day, and part-time employees
work 23 minutes of unpaid overtime each day. Across a
single year this equates to 33, 8-hour working days of
time pollution.
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National Go Home on Time Day is next Wednesday,
30 November. It is a day on which we can all focus on
spending more time with our families and friends and
recognising, importantly, the importance of going home
from work on time.

Royal Women’s Hospital: clinical error
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I rise in the
chamber this morning in shock and deep grief. Like
most, I am sure, I was horrified to read the news report
on the front page of the Herald Sun this morning about
the mix-up at the Royal Women’s Hospital which led to
the death of twin baby boys during an abortion where
the death of only one baby had been planned. I grieve
not just for the healthy baby boy who was killed in
what they are calling a terrible accident. I grieve not
just for the sick brother who was killed the next day. I
grieve not just for the twins’ mother, who lost both her
children. I also grieve for some in the medical
profession who see killing as a treatment for a medical
condition. I am not distressed because doctors killed the
wrong baby, as many people might be. I am deeply
distressed, though, that any baby died at all. It should
not have happened, but it is happening in Victoria in
2011. For that my grief and distress knows no bounds.
It is a tragedy for all involved.

Whittlesea Youth Commitment
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — On
17 November I attended, together with the member for
Mill Park in the Assembly, the recognition and
celebration event for the Whittlesea Youth
Commitment spirit of cooperation agreement for
2012–15 at the City of Whittlesea council offices.
In the last 12 years the Whittlesea Youth Commitment
has been providing young people with the opportunity
and support to complete year 12 or a Victorian
certificate of education equivalent through training or
employment. The partnership, which is between the
City of Whittlesea, RMIT University and the Hume
Whittlesea Local Learning and Employment Network
and other stakeholders, has been extended for a further
three years, and it aims to recognise and celebrate the
true value of young people in our community.
I commend the Whittlesea Youth Commitment and its
member stakeholders for the invaluable work they
undertake, and I thank them for their involvement in
numerous initiatives and projects that have led to
positive outcomes for young people in the city of
Whittlesea.
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World Lebanese Cultural Union of Victoria:
statue unveiling
Ms MIKAKOS — On another matter, on
19 November I together with many other members
attended the World Lebanese Cultural Union of
Victoria for the unveiling ceremony of the Lebanese
migrant statue in the Ray Bramham Gardens in Preston.
The unveiling of the statue represents 150 years of
Lebanese presence in Australia. It was extremely well
attended by the community, and a dinner celebrating
the independence of Lebanon followed. I congratulate
the Lebanese community on this successful initiative. It
has made a great contribution to Australia in many
ways, including in this Parliament.

White Ribbon Day
Ms MIKAKOS — Lastly, today I will attend the
bipartisan White Ribbon Day event at the back of the
Parliament building as part of the global stand to
eliminate violence against women. The International
Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women is
traditionally recognised by the United Nations on
25 November. As part of the White Ribbon Day event
tomorrow I will participate in a walk against violence
event — —
The PRESIDENT — Time!

Nurses: enterprise bargaining
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I make
a point today about the Leader of the Opposition in the
Assembly and his commentary about the nurses EBA
(enterprise bargaining agreement) process. Some of the
comments he has made regarding the nurses EBA have
been extraordinary given the activities and position he
adopted in 2007. In 2007 he supported flexibility in
terms of nurse-to-patient ratios; he supported the use of
nursing assistants in our public hospital system; he
supported greater flexibility in regard to shift lengths,
particularly having 4-hour and 6-hour shifts as options.
They are all points that many people think are
reasonable for discussion. But now he has taken a
different viewpoint.
It was extraordinary at the press conference he
conducted a couple of days ago when he refused point
blank to put on the record that our industrial laws ought
to be obeyed. It is very concerning that Daniel
Andrews, former Minister for Health and now Leader
of the Opposition, would not support the law of the
land. He would not support the importance and
significance of obeying the law of the land. He should
stand up.
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Tibetan Buddhist Society: gathering for peace
Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — On
Saturday, 5 November, I attended the Tibetan Buddhist
temple in Yuroke for the Tibetan community’s annual
gathering for peace. I was joined by Colleen Hartland, a
member for Western Metropolitan Region, and the
mayor of Hume City Council, Cr Helen
Patsikatheodorou, both of whom gave very fitting
speeches which praised the Tibetan community’s
ongoing support for people and charities that need it
most. The celebration was well attended by many
people who united as one in offering their prayers for
peace and their hopes for an end to the various conflicts
that people in today’s world are facing.
Although the Tibetan community is small by
comparison, that has not stopped it from leaving a
positive mark on Victoria’s reputation as the
multicultural capital of Australia. The Tibetan Buddhist
Society has raised funds for numerous charitable
causes, most recently donating $17 000 for the
Queensland flood appeal. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank and congratulate the festival
directors for their time and dedication in holding this
successful event. I also thank all the members of the
Tibetan community.

Moreland and Hobsons Bay city councils:
citizenship ceremonies
Mr EIDEH — On another matter, I attended
citizenship ceremonies at Moreland City Council on
l5 November and Hobsons Bay City Council on
l6 November. I always enjoy attending these events, as
they mark the beginning of a new life for so many and
provide an opportunity to add a new spectrum to the
already culturally diverse community that makes up our
great state. I take this opportunity to congratulate the
newest members of our Australian society.

Remembrance Day
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) — I rise to
say that it was a great honour to join the Werribee RSL
at Station Place in Werribee on Remembrance Day. It
was great to see the town centre come to a standstill to
observe that event. It is important to honour and respect
the sacrifice of the soldiers who have defended our
country over many years and continue to do so.

Al-Taqwa College: 25th anniversary
Mr ELSBURY — I also attended the
25th anniversary of the Al-Taqwa College, which
provides faith-based education to the people of Hoppers
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Crossing in the great western suburbs. I congratulate
Omar Hallak, the principal of Al-Taqwa College, on the
fantastic work he has done in nurturing young men and
women through their education.

Wyndham and Brimbank city councils:
citizenship ceremonies
Mr ELSBURY — Just like Mr Eideh, I also
attended citizenship ceremonies, in my case in the cities
of Wyndham and Brimbank. It is a good time to say
that I am rather proud that people feel the desire to
uproot themselves from a different place, bring their
families and settle in Victoria, especially in the western
suburbs.

Movember
Mr ELSBURY — I also remind members of the
Parliament that today is the last day my moustache will
be on my face, as Movember ends next week. It is the
last sitting day that it will be there, and therefore I say,
‘Pay up’!

Echuca-Moama tertiary training facility:
opening
Ms DARVENIZA (Northern Victoria) — I was
very pleased last Wednesday to attend the opening of
the Echuca-Moama Tertiary Training Facility in
Echuca. It is the conversion of a former 60-bed nursing
home on the hospital site which has been renovated and
refurbished for the use of medical and allied health
professional students. The opening of this centre means
that city students are able to have a three-month
placement in regional Victoria. It is hoped that on the
completion of that experience they will have an
understanding of what rural and regional Victoria has to
offer medical and allied health professionals and when
they are qualified they might choose to come back to
the country.
It is a partnership project that was started and funded
under the previous Labor government, but it also
included funding from the federal Labor government as
well as La Trobe University and Melbourne University.
There was also a quite considerable community
contribution through the Echuca Regional Health
Foundation, the Helen Macpherson Smith Trust, the
Echuca bike riders association and the Olive Woods
Trust. It is a fantastic facility, and I hope the many
students who spend time there will choose to practice in
the country.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
5504

COUNCIL

Remembrance Day
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
pay tribute to the scores of volunteers who day in, day
out work very hard to make so much happen in our
community that otherwise would not be organised. In
particular I recognise the special efforts of all those
RSL committees who made the arrangements for the
recent Remembrance Day. I thank all those who were
involved in the Edithvale/Chelsea RSL Remembrance
Day services as well as those at Cheltenham Moorabbin
RSL and Clayton RSL. I attended the
Edithvale/Chelsea service, and my husband and son
attended the Cheltenham Moorabbin and Clayton
services. We recognise and thank the volunteers for all
their work.

Relay for Life: Casey Walkie Talkies
Mrs PEULICH — I also had the pleasure of
attending the fundraising dinner for the 2012 Relay for
Life Casey Walkie Talkies team, of which I am
honoured to be a patron. Its members are gearing up for
next year’s big event, and I would encourage everyone
to be involved if they have an opportunity to do so.

Frankston North: men’s shed
Mrs PEULICH — I also officiated at the opening
of the Pines Community Men’s Shed in Frankston
North, and I commend the committee for bringing a
wonderful project to fruition.

Keysborough Turkish Islamic and Cultural
Centre: festival
Mrs PEULICH — I recognise the efforts of Ekrem
Ozyurek, his wife, Naime, and the hardworking
community of the Keysborough Turkish Islamic and
Cultural Centre at the recent festival of the
Eid-ul-Adha, which is also known as the Kurban
Bayram, which I had the pleasure of attending. I would
like to thank all the committee members for the
outstanding work they do. I am very honoured to be
involved and to have the opportunity to support their
efforts.

Planning: revitalising central Dandenong
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
I call on the Minister for Planning, Mr Guy, to continue
the work of the Labor governments in rejuvenating
central Dandenong. The Bracks and Brumby
governments’ revitalisation initiatives in central
Dandenong have turned things around in this area.
During the Kennett government era, due to a
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combination of factors such as the restructuring of the
national economy and government apathy, central
Dandenong went from being a thriving little city —
indeed, Melbourne’s second city — to being a
run-down ghost town littered with empty shops and
buildings. Through the hard work of the previous Labor
governments, and particularly through the revitalising
central Dandenong project, central Dandenong has
again rediscovered its style and confidence; however,
there is still more work to be done, and I call on the
minister to continue this work.

Rail: Clayton level crossing
Mr SOMYUREK — On another matter, I call on
the Minister for Public Transport to find an urgent
solution to the ongoing issue of the Clayton Road level
crossing, which continues to cause stress in the lives of
local residents, shopkeepers and everyone else who
happens to be driving through this very busy and
indeed dangerous intersection, particularly in peak-hour
traffic. The Department of Transport ranks the Clayton
Road level crossing seventh on its level crossing
priority list. The crossing is one of Melbourne’s busiest
and most dangerous level crossings, but for some
bizarre reason it did not make it onto the list of 13 grade
separations at crossings announced by the government
earlier this year.

Eltham North Primary School: sustainability
certification
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — What
a delight it was to attend the assembly at Eltham North
Primary School on Monday, 21 November. During the
assembly I had the opportunity to present the school
with its 5-star sustainability certification sign, which
was achieved under the Victorian ResourceSmart
program as part of the Australian sustainable schools
initiative. Eltham North Primary School, a school of
more than 500 pupils overlooking the Diamond Creek
that has an extensive tract of native bushland and
reserve, has won the highest award a Victorian school
can attain under the program. More than 700 schools
right across the state are participating in the
ResourceSmart program, and Eltham North Primary
School, with its extraordinarily creative and focused
approach, is one of the first schools to receive 5 stars.
The school’s principal, Mr David Foley, and
sustainability coordinator, Ms Johanna Harwood, have
provided the direction and inspiration to encourage the
students to participate in the program. Remarkably the
program, which gives the students the opportunity to
have the important principles of sustainability put into
practice through their curriculum, also gives them the
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opportunity to express themselves in music, poetry and
art. By following the guiding principles of how to make
a school more sustainable by saving water, reducing
energy and waste, improving biodiversity and
minimising their overall impact on the environment,
students at Eltham North Primary School and its
teachers, parents and the community are encouraged to
follow the example set by the school and its students. In
particular congratulations are extended to the students
who undertook the leadership roles as environmental
leaders and enviro captains. Importantly the — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! The member’s time
has expired.

Peninsula Community Legal Centre: award
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Last month in this house I congratulated the Peninsula
Community Legal Centre on being nominated as a
finalist in the prestigious 2011 Law Institute of Victoria
President’s Awards in the category of Legal
Organisation of the Year. I would like to update the
house on the fact that the Peninsula Community Legal
Centre won the category ahead of two worthy
candidates, Blake Dawson and Slater and Gordon. The
centre has been providing free legal advice for over
30 years, targeting its services at disadvantaged people
who would otherwise fall through the cracks of the
justice system. I once again commend the centre for
this well-deserved award and for all the work it does,
and I wish the centre continued success.
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acknowledgement of her dedication and commitment to
the community, and I wish her well with her future
endeavours.

Ukraine: famine commemoration
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) —
Saturday, 26 November, will mark the 78th anniversary
of the Ukrainian Holodomor, or famine, of 1932–33,
and it will be the day that Ukrainians around the world
will remember the victims of the Ukrainian genocide of
that era. This was the most extensive and heinous crime
the totalitarian Soviet regime perpetrated against
Ukrainians and the Ukrainian nation. An attempt to
subdue the nation 78 years ago destroyed its national
spirit. Soviet authorities brutally eliminated millions of
innocent Ukrainians, causing irreparable harm to the
social fabric of the country and its society, spiritual
culture and ethnic identity.
In commemoration of the 78th official anniversary of
the Holodomor of 1932–33 the Ukrainian World
Congress and the Ukrainian diaspora around the world
will remember this tragic historical event and mark the
anniversary on this Saturday with memorial services,
community vigils and other commemorative events.
Here in Australia the Ukrainian community will also be
marking the official anniversary of the 1932–33
Holodomor famine in the Ukraine with a number of
community events and church services. May our
memory of the victims of the genocide of the Ukrainian
nation be eternal.

Helen Constas
Mr TARLAMIS — On a related matter I
congratulate Helen Constas, CEO of the Peninsula
Community Legal Centre, on being awarded a
community service award by the Hellenic Australian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry for her work with
the centre. The Hellenic Australian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry award recognises outstanding
achievement by an individual for the community.
Under Helen’s leadership the centre has grown to
become one of the largest community legal centres in
Australia, assisting those who experience severe
disadvantage, including family violence, homelessness,
low income and low levels of education and literacy,
exacerbated by geographical isolation and remoteness
from mainstream services.
Helen has been an active member of the local
community and a strong advocate for those in need and
has dedicated her career to improving access to justice
for disadvantaged people. The award is an

JUSTICE LEGISLATION FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 November; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — The
opposition does not oppose the Justice Legislation
Further Amendment Bill 2011, one of the reasons being
that this particular bill does not actually do a great deal.
Usually we rely on the Assembly opposition members’
lead speaker to give an intense analysis of all the items
in a bill. I might just touch on a few things because, as I
said, the bill does not actually do a great deal. One of
the things it does is amend the Road Safety
Amendment (Hoon Driving and Other Matters) Act
2011 so that the default date of 1 February 2012 is
changed to relate to the commencement of the
commonwealth Personal Property Securities
(Commonwealth Powers) Act 2009.
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The second thing the bill does is change the sunset
period from 1 January 2012 to 1 January 2016 in
relation to the powers of the chief examiner to deal with
matters of contempt and protection against double
jeopardy. It also authorises the chief examiner to issue a
charge and a warrant for arrest relating to the failure to
proceed with or respond to a summons to a witness.
The third thing the bill does is amend the Criminal
Procedure Act 2009 to enable police prosecutors to
appear on behalf of protective services officers (PSOs)
in Magistrates Court proceedings relating to the
extension of PSO enforcement powers with the
government’s rollout of PSOs on train stations. The
jewel in the crown of the coalition’s election platform
was its big law and order commitment to roll out two
PSOs on every train station. So far not one PSO has
been rolled out. I know these things might take time,
but I understand there are currently just 21 PSOs being
trained — that is, 21 PSOs in the first year and a bit. If
we proceed at that rate, the promise of 940 PSOs on
train stations may take up to 43 years to put in place.
We should also take into account that the coalition
promised a number of extra train lines — to the airport,
Avalon and Doncaster. I know the Rowville station was
only a study, but I think people have expectations of
that actually being built. For the government’s
commitment and its law and order strategy to be
fulfilled, you would expect to find PSOs on the extra
train stations that will be built on the new train lines.
When you add on those extra stations I would say you
would be looking at a period of about 50 years to roll
out the PSOs if it proceeds at its current rate. I am not
sure we will all still be here in 50 years when the policy
will be fulfilled. We might all be catching the public
hovercraft in 50 years and the PSOs might be staffing
the hovercraft stations. I am not too sure. We might all
be teleporting in 50 years, so there might not be any
need for that security. I will finish my remarks there.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — The
Justice Legislation Further Amendment Bill 2011
basically makes three amendments to three current acts.
The first of those is an amendment to the Criminal
Procedure Act 2009 to allow police prosecutors to
appear on behalf of protective services offices in
Magistrates Court proceedings. The explanatory
memorandum of the bill sets out that changes were
made to several acts by the Justice Legislation
(Protective Services Officers) Act 2011, which changed
the regime for protective services officers in this state,
allowing them to be deployed at railway stations. The
provision in the bill before us was not included when
that initial legislation was drawn up, presumably
because of an oversight.
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I remember at the time the bill was debated I
foreshadowed that more amendments would be
required, and lo and behold, here is the first of those,
and I assume it will not be the last. I remind the house
that the Greens did not support that bill and do not
support the role of protective services officers across
the railway system. It is our view that we need to staff
the railway system with railway staff before deploying
protective services officers across the system at great
cost to the community.
The second act amended by the bill is the Major Crime
(Investigative Powers) Act 2004. The bill will extend
the operations of sections 49 and 50 of that act.
Clause 4 of the bill relates to a change to the section
dealing with contempt of the chief examiner and
clause 5 relates to the no jeopardy rule. This is the
second extension of the sunset clause on those
particular provisions in the act. It was extended for
three years by the previous government. Three years
ago during the debate on that particular provision I
raised the issue of the need for a formal review of the
provisions, because the acts we are talking about, the
Major Crime (Investigative Powers) Act 2004, the
Police Integrity Act 2008, the Police Regulation Act
1958 and the Whistleblowers Protection Act 2001, all
involve the use of coercive powers, and this is what this
particular amendment goes to.
Without any explanation that there has been a review of
the provision — certainly there was no explanation in
the second-reading speech — this government is now
proposing in this bill to extend the provision for another
four years. The previous government extended it for
three years. It begs the question: do we just keep
extending this sunset clause every time it rolls out with
no explanation whatsoever from the government and no
review? If that is the case, why not just remove it
altogether, because a sunset clause implies that there
needs to be some review of whether the provision is
working and whether it is required? That is why you
have a sunset clause.
We are now in a situation where the sunset clause will
have been extended for seven years. The
Attorney-General did not go to this particular issue in
the second-reading speech. It is of concern when no
explanation is offered as to why that is to occur and no
justification is proffered as to why the sunset clause
should be removed or the provision remain as a
permanent provision. We have been left in the dark as
to why this is. I presume it has to happen now because
it is going to expire, but there is no explanation as to
why it is not being extended for only a year so that we
could obtain some information from the public as to
how the provision is working and whether it needs to be
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amended, made a permanent provision or removed
altogether. That is of concern. Four years is a long
time — why not 12 months; why not two years?
The bill also amends section 2 of the Road Safety
Amendment (Hoon Driving and Other Matters) Act
2011 to alter the commencement of certain provisions
of the act that relate to the establishment of the personal
property securities register by the commonwealth
Personal Property Securities Act 2009, the
implementation of which has been delayed. This seems
a fairly straightforward and sensible amendment. We
debated the required state amendments pursuant to that
commonwealth act in the last Parliament. We
understand those provisions and that the provisions
under the Road Safety Amendment (Hoon Driving and
Other Matters) Act 2011 cannot work without the
commonwealth act being proclaimed, and it has not
been. That amendment is not controversial.
As I said, the amendment to the Major Crime
(Investigative Powers) Act 2004 has no explanation tied
to it, and that is an oversight from the government.
Perhaps a government speaker would like to go to that
in their contribution.
In regard to the protective services officers (PSOs)
rollout across the rail system that the Greens have not
supported, it seems that there is a very costly
recruitment drive under way. People who use the public
transport system will have noticed advertising to try to
recruit PSOs and billboards that ask ‘Do you want to be
a PSO?’ and state that PSOs are needed on every
platform at Flinders Street station and at other stations. I
know there have been advertisements in the rural press
such as the Wangaratta Chronicle, the Mildura
MidWeek and the Sunraysia Daily. They have been
running articles and advertisements for PSOs. We also
read in the Age last month that 700 people have applied
to be PSOs but only 10 have been accepted. There is
obviously a big spend under way on the recruitment
drive for PSOs, but there remain serious concerns about
their powers and responsibilities, and practical
arrangements to put them in place across the railway
system are nowhere near completed.
I refer again to the serious concerns with their powers
and responsibilities, which I raised at length during the
debate on the Justice Legislation Amendment
(Protective Services Officers) Bill 2011 earlier this
year. As the explanatory memorandum outlines, a
provision in this bill makes an amendment to allow
police prosecutors to appear on behalf of protective
services officers in Magistrates Court proceedings on
issues that might arise because of the exercise of their
extended enforcement powers. Their extended
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enforcement powers have been an issue of much
concern to many in the community, including all of the
legal groups, all the community legal centres, the
Human Rights Law Centre and the Mental Health Law
Centre. All of these bodies have raised concerns about
the extended powers given to PSOs under the PSO bill
and with the lesser training that PSOs will undergo.
I again qualify my remarks by stating that the PSOs we
see around us here in Parliament do a fabulous job, and
I respect the work that they do on our behalf in
protecting us. However, this is what you might say a
rarefied atmosphere; it is not a railway station, which is
a much less controlled environment.
The PSO bill confers on PSOs many powers that
previously were held only by sworn police officers, and
that is a concern. This might seem like a simple
provision, but the question to ask is: what extra work is
going to fall on police prosecutors as a result of the use
of PSOs, who are less trained than sworn police, with
their extended powers in their role at railway stations
where they could come across any sort of situation
involving vulnerable people, involving people in crisis
or involving young people? Yesterday we heard very
strongly, very sadly, when the state coroner, Judge
Jennifer Coate, outlined her findings at the conclusion
of the inquest into the death by police shooting of Tyler
Cassidy on 11 December 2008, that her major finding
and urgent recommendation is that police urgently need
training on how to deal with youth — with young
people. She said that this was urgent and that police did
not have the required training to deal with young
people. Now PSOs, with a lesser level of training, are
going to come across young people all the time on
railway stations.
The coroner also said that police urgently need training
to deal with vulnerable people in crisis and that her
inquest found that they did not have the required
training in place to deal with that. Therefore, while it
seems like a simple provision, there is a lot that
surrounds it and will come from it that is of concern to
the community.
In his second-reading speech on the PSO bill the
minister said that recruitment standards for PSOs will
be as high as for police officers. We know that it does
not take as long to train as a PSO as it does as a sworn
police officer, and it is interesting to look at the exam
that PSOs and police must take as part of their
recruitment process. If you look at that exam, which
looks at things such as spelling, comprehension,
mathematics, reasoning ability, English skills, writing
and so on, the pass marks for those particular items are
higher for sworn police than they are for PSOs. This is
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not to cast aspersions on PSOs, but it is to ask the
question: if the government is saying that the
recruitment process and standards will be the same for
police officers and PSOs, why are the pass marks
different? If the standards were the same, one would
think the pass marks would be the same. However, in
this test — and this information is available on the
VETASSESS website — the police pass mark for
spelling and comprehension is 20 out of 30, while the
PSO pass mark is 15 out of 30. For mathematics the
pass mark is the same, but for reasoning ability it is 34
out of 54 for police and 30 out of 54 for PSOs. For
English skills it is 42 out of 70 for police and 35 out of
70 for PSOs, and for the writing task it is 35 out of 50
for police and 25 out of 50 for PSOs. I suggest that if
the standards are the same, the exam standards should
reflect that and thus the pass marks should be the same.
Mr O’Brien — Sounds like a great statistical
survey.
Ms PENNICUIK — It is not a survey, Mr O’Brien.
These are the exam pass marks that are set for police
officers and protective services officers.
Mr O’Brien — You are running down PSOs again.
Ms PENNICUIK — No, I am not. I am saying they
should come up to the same pass mark.
The provision regarding police prosecutors representing
PSOs raises another question: how much work is it
anticipated this amendment will create for police
prosecutors and what cost would be associated with this
work? I do not know if the government has done any
work on that. I am happy to hear what Mr O’Brien
might have to say in that regard, because this provision
will have an impact on the role and daily work of police
prosecutors once PSOs are rolled out across the system.
We also know that initially PSOs will only be rolled out
to the city and inner suburban stations. It appears that
the reason for that is that they are the only stations that
have facilities for PSOs to use; for example, toilets. We
know that only one-third of railway stations across the
metropolitan system have functioning toilets. The outer
suburban stations do not have amenities such as rooms
with basic facilities in them. All those types of facilities
have been closed down and the stations are not staffed.
That is the problem with railway stations: they are not
staffed and they do not have any facilities or amenities.
That is one of the problems causing people to be upset
and dissatisfied with the public transport system, not to
mention overcrowding, infrequency of services and a
lack of connection between trains, buses and trams.
These are the major problems with the public transport
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system that need to be fixed. The government has not
allocated any money in this budget to fix these
problems, but it is allocating millions of dollars to roll
out protective services officers across the railway
system when they are not needed.
One provision in this bill is of concern because of the
powers that have been extended to PSOs. Unless the
government wants to advise me that PSOs will undergo
the same training as sworn police officers, the public is
still to believe they do not have the same training. As
we canvassed in the earlier debate, the exercise of those
powers in designated areas is not cut and dried — it is
not black and white. In the committee stage of the PSOs
bill Mr Dalla-Riva conceded that if a PSO witnessed an
offence occurring outside the designated area to which
their powers are confined by the legislation, they could
use their powers outside the designated area. That is a
great concern, and provisions in this bill go to that
concern regarding police prosecutors and the evidence
and appearance of protective services officers in the
Magistrates Court — or any other court, for that matter.
It may seem like a straightforward bill, but there are a
lot of issues that come out of it. Nevertheless the
Greens will not oppose the bill.
Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — It is a great
pleasure to rise to speak on the Justice Legislation
Further Amendment Bill 2011. It is a relatively short
bill, and I will confine my comments to a brief
summary of the bill in response to the other speakers.
The bill has three purposes: to amend the Criminal
Procedure Act 2009 to allow police prosecutors to
appear on behalf of protective services officers (PSOs)
in Magistrates Court proceedings, to amend the Major
Crimes (Investigative Powers) Act 2004 to extend the
operation of that act and to amend the Road Safety
Amendment (Hoon Driving and Other Matters) Act
2011 in relation to the commencement of certain
provisions of the act.
Firstly, I will deal with the Criminal Procedure Act
2009. As has been outlined, clause 3 of the bill will
amend section 328 of the Criminal Procedure Act 2009
to allow a police prosecutor in criminal proceedings in
the Magistrates Court to represent a protective services
officer. Currently that section applies only to members
of the Victoria Police, and this amendment is a
consequence of the extended enforcement powers given
to PSOs as a result of the Justice Legislation (Protective
Services Officers) Act 2011. It builds on the
commitment made prior to the last election to make
Victoria’s train network safe again by putting PSOs on
every train station in metropolitan Melbourne and the
major regional centres. This is where I will take up the
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series of queries that have been raised by the Greens
and, to a lesser extent, by Mr Leane.
I accept Mr Leane’s categorisation of the rolling out of
the 940 PSOs and the other major commitments that the
Baillieu government has made in relation to keeping
Victoria’s streets safe as a significant jewel in the police
platform that the current government took to the last
election. It relates to not only the 940 protective
services officers but also to the 1600 additional police
and 100 transit safety police who will be in place by
November 2014 and not in 40 years as was suggested.
It also relates to the new police stations which will be
built and the upgrades to be made to existing stations
where they are most needed. Also it relates to the
reforms that have been made in the area of law and
order: increased truth in sentencing, respect for our
community and, most importantly, protecting against
violence.
I was somewhat taken aback — I was going to say
‘bemused’, but it is more serious than that. The
question raised by the Greens was: what extra work will
be imposed on police prosecutors as a result of this
relatively small amendment? The extra work will be
bringing to justice criminals who have up to the present
evaded our justice system on our train networks and
have committed acts of violence unchecked under the
11 years of the former government. Yes, there will be
some extra work, but that extra work will have an
important safety component for our community. It will
bring to justice the very people who have so far eluded
justice. We all know of the horrific crimes — the
muggings, the bashings, the violence — that have
occurred on our train network, unprovoked. It has been
a major concern to Victorian citizens, and it is a major
reason why the coalition is now the government. We
will be respectful of the additional prosecution aspects
of it. This bill is important in terms of the cost
efficiencies, because it in effect allows a police
prosecutor appropriately trained in bringing charges to
court to step in in Magistrates Court cases.
In relation to the training questions that Ms Pennicuik
asked, the PSOs deployed on the rail network will
receive enhanced 12-week training, which includes two
days of specialist rail safety training. The PSOs will
also receive operational tactics and safety training,
comprising a week of blocked firearms training and a
week of defensive tactics training, which is spread out
over the course.
This training is designed to better equip PSOs stationed
on the rail network to work with the additional powers
they will receive. PSOs are also given the same
operational tactics and safety training as police, and
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they are required to requalify in this area every six
months in the same way that police are. PSOs also
receive community engagement and diversity training
similar to the training provided to police members. The
additional training police receive is targeted at the
broader range of powers and responsibilities police
have in protecting the community. PSOs are deployed
on the rail network and perform a narrower range of
duties — —
Ms Pennicuik interjected.
Mr O’BRIEN — They exercise a narrower range of
powers and do not require the same training periods.
For that reason, PSOs do not receive the specialist
training that police prosecutors do which enables them
to exercise prosecutorial functions in a court context.
Accordingly the PSOs will not be in a position to
prosecute matters in the Magistrates Court. This short
amendment will enable that to be efficiently carried out
so that the costs are mitigated in a sensible way. The
costs to the community of violence have been
unchecked under the previous government, aided and
abetted by the attitude of the Greens.
I heard Ms Pennicuik say that the PSOs are not needed.
We think they are. They will do a great job. I also note
that this week the first 21-member team has
commenced its training and that the recruits include
two women. The officers range in age from 19 to 57,
and the data shows an average age of 33. I commend
the officers on their training, and I commend Chief
Commissioner of Police Ken Lay, who said that the
force had 65 recruits who had been assessed before
joining the academy and 100 more who had passed the
preassessment test.
Before turning to the amendments to the Major Crime
(Investigative Powers) Act 2004, I will briefly respond
to Mr Leane’s contribution, which was relatively
short — and I commend him for that. I am reminded of
the great Brian Shaw, QC, who said the best advocacy
is advocacy that is brief. Perhaps Mr Leane might step
up to the plate more often for the Labor Party on some
of these bills.
Ms Pennicuik — Is Mr O’Brien taking a swipe at
me?
Mr O’BRIEN — No, I am probably taking a swipe
at myself, Ms Pennicuik. I am complimenting
Mr Leane, so we will leave it at that. The Major Crime
(Investigative Powers) Act 2004 will authorise the use
by Victoria Police of coercive powers to investigate
organised crime offences and establish the statutory
office of the chief examiner. Clause 4 of the bill extends
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the sunset provision in relation to the power of the chief
examiner to deal with a person for contempt for a
further four years, to 1 January 2006.
This legislation will also be subject to the Public
Interest Monitor Bill 2011, which is listed for
consideration later today. I will not pre-empt that
debate, but the context of these reforms and the
extension of the sunset provisions relate to another very
important platform that the coalition government took
to the last election, which was restoring law and order
in relation to serious criminal investigation powers. The
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
and the appropriate controls that need to be in place are
part of that. To respond to Ms Pennicuik’s question,
‘Why do we not just do away with it?’, the reason for
the extension of the sunset provisions is that this is a
serious power. As I understand it, there has only been
one investigation where it has been needed.
Ms Pennicuik — I want to know why there is no
review.
Mr O’BRIEN — The review will be included in the
continual reviews occurring under all our legislation. It
will be extended to 2016, and there will be
opportunities to consider its appropriateness at that
time. I also indicate that clause 5 similarly extends the
sunset provisions in relation to section 52, which
ensures that there is no double jeopardy where an act or
omission is both an offence against an act and contempt
of the chief examiner.
Finally, turning to road safety and hoon driving, this is
a very simple provision to remove the default date of
1 February 2012 in relation to notice provisions. This is
as a result of delays with the commonwealth Personal
Property Securities Act 2009, which is at risk of being
delayed beyond 1 February 2012. That is a complex
piece of legislation, but whatever delays are occurring
are occurring at the commonwealth level, and we need
to make sure that this bill comes in at an appropriate
time. With that, I commend the bill to the house, and I
commend the Attorney-General for promptly bringing
it to this Parliament.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
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SEX WORK AND OTHER ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 November; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak on the Sex Work and Other Acts Amendment
Bill 2011, and I note at the outset that the Labor
opposition does not oppose this bill. The bill amends
the Sex Work Act 1994, the Confiscation Act 1997 and
the Confiscation Amendment Act 2010. The sex
industry is legal in Victoria, and there is no doubt it is
an industry that attracts strong moral views from all
members of the community. Personally I have a strong
abhorrence of this industry as I believe it is inherently
exploitative of women. However, sex workers need to
be afforded the same level of assistance as other
workers in our state to ensure that as much as possible
they are adequately protected.
I refer members to an excellent research brief prepared
by the parliamentary library on this bill. It provides a
very thorough and comprehensive snapshot of the long
history of prostitution in Victoria. I do not propose to
go through that long history, but I want to make just a
few comments about it. Firstly, the brief gives a good
historical overview in which we can see the shift in
Victoria’s prostitution laws from prohibition to
regulation over the last few decades. The policy of
prohibition and criminalisation continued in Victoria
until 1984 when the Planning (Brothels) Act 1984
formally decriminalised licensed brothels and regulated
the industry.
As we are all no doubt aware, despite the introduction
of a licensing system, unlicensed brothels continue to
operate. We have a number of both licensed and illegal
brothels in my electorate of Northern Metropolitan
Region. How we know there are illegal brothels is that
there have been media reports about some local
government prosecutions involving these brothels. A
number of my local councils have attracted some
adverse media comment about these issues in recent
times — for example, the Sunday Age reported on
16 October that an enforcement officer from the City of
Darebin had been stood down as Victoria Police
broadened its investigation into illegal brothels and the
alleged payment of bribes to council staff. This was on
top of the already uncovered secret payments of
$130 000 between illegal brothels in the northern
suburbs and an enforcement officer from the City of
Yarra. That was reported in that same Sunday Age
article.
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Those types of media reports are obviously quite
alarming to the community. It is alarming to me that
this type of thing has occurred in my electorate — that
there have been illegal brothels to which a blind eye has
been turned by certain individuals. I would certainly
hope this legislation would provide greater capacity to
crack down on illegal brothels in the community. I
think that would be the community’s expectation. I
would hope that local councils draw upon and learn
from the experience of the incidents I have just referred
to and ensure that these types of practices are stamped
out.

by the government to the committee’s report as to what
measures it will take to implement the
recommendations. I do not believe the bill will be able
to tackle the problems that are prevalent in this
industry. I note that one of the report’s
recommendations states that sex trafficking would be
minimised if the Attorney-General’s department and
not the police was put in charge of brothel regulation.
Despite this being a bipartisan report, the government
has ignored the recommendations of this very recent
report and made Victoria Police the lead agency for
enforcing laws relating to the sex work industry.

I also want to refer to some recent reforms that were
made by the previous government. In early 2010 the
then Labor government made changes to the Sex Work
Act 1994 to allow Consumer Affairs Victoria
inspectors to question people entering and leaving
premises suspected of being illegal brothels to gain
evidence that could be used to obtain court orders to
shut down those illegal brothels. We doubled the
penalty for operating an illegal brothel to more than
$14 000 and required licensed brothels to display signs
warning that sex slavery is illegal. The previous
government was concerned about issues surrounding
sex trafficking, and that is why it made a reference to
the last Parliament’s Drugs and Crime Prevention
Committee, of which I was a member.

There have been recent media reports around the issue
of sex trafficking, and I particularly draw attention to an
article published in the Age of 22 November entitled
‘Plea to stop suspected traffickers running brothels’, in
which the family of the late Abraham Papo, who was
bashed to death after confronting an alleged standover
man for a sex trafficking syndicate thought to have
been holding his Korean girlfriend, is highlighted. I
take this opportunity to express my sincere condolences
to the parents and family of the late Abraham Papo for
the loss of what appears to have been a very courageous
young man, who sought to assist a young woman who
had been caught up in these terrible circumstances. The
family has sought to raise greater awareness about the
circumstances relating to their son’s case. It has also
sought to draw greater attention to circumstances which
I think would be shocking to the vast majority of the
Victorian public — that is, that in this day and age we
have a form of slavery in existence in our nation.

Mrs Coote interjected.
Ms MIKAKOS — Mrs Coote was also a member,
and Mr Leane was a member. I believe we delivered an
excellent report, which was entitled Inquiry into People
Trafficking for Sex Work and which was tabled in this
Parliament in June 2010. Whilst the reference given to
the committee was related to sex trafficking and human
rights violations in Victoria, it allowed us to consider
other parts of the sex industry. As part of the inquiry,
for example, the committee looked at the mobility of
sex workers, licensees and managers across legal and
illegal brothels. I was shocked, as I am sure other
members of the committee were, by the prevalence of
sex trafficking in our state and also by the amount of
movement of not only workers but management
between the legal and illegal brothel sectors. The
inquiry received evidence about the existence of illegal
brothels in our state, and tragically it also found that an
unquantifiable but significant number of women are
believed to be sex trafficked in Victoria.
Given the findings of that report, while the introduction
of this bill seems to be an attempt to address some
issues in the industry, I am concerned that it does not go
anywhere near far enough. To date I have been very
disappointed that there has not been a formal response

Centuries ago William Wilberforce, who is someone I
admire greatly, took a courageous stand to stamp out
slavery around the world. We like to think that is all in
the dim, dark past of British and international history,
and therefore it is truly shocking to think that in this day
and age we still have people who are being trafficked
and forced to work in terrible conditions to provide
sexual services to men in our state. I think these
circumstances deserve greater public recognition and
action by all of us and by governments at all levels.
I do not want to go into the horrific circumstances that
are occurring in Victoria — I spoke about these matters
at greater length when the report was tabled in the
Parliament last year — but there are some horrible
circumstances, and it is women, in particular women
from South-East Asia, who are being trafficked to
Australia through various rackets and provided to both
legal and illegal brothels in Victoria. I urge the Baillieu
government to take a more comprehensive approach in
responding to these issues.
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By contrast to what I see as a half-baked approach to
this issue, I was very pleased to read yesterday that the
federal Labor government has announced a
$1.6 million commitment to tackle human trafficking,
including sex and labour exploitation. In a media
release issued yesterday by the federal Minister for
Home Affairs, Mr O’Connor, four non-government
organisations, each of which has a track record in
delivering results for the victims of sex trafficking, will
share in $1.4 million. One of the four successful
organisations, with which I have had contact in the past,
is Project Respect, which is based in Collingwood. I
was very pleased to read that that organisation will be
supported by the federal government in the very
important work it does to support anti-trafficking
activities and to support victims of trafficking. I will
speak further about Project Respect later in my
contribution because I think its work is very worthy.
I want to turn now to the system we have in place in
terms of government regulation of the sex industry.
Currently there are a number of agencies involved in
regulating the Victorian sex industry. They include
Consumer Affairs Victoria, Victoria Police and local
government. I believe there has been longstanding
ambiguity and in some cases buck-passing in regard to
who is responsible for enforcement action relating to
illegal brothels. Consumer Affairs Victoria has long
argued that it is responsible for licensed brothels and
that it has no powers in relation to the illegal sector as
that is a police and local government matter. Victoria
Police already has the power to take enforcement action
in relation to all offences under the Sex Work Act 1994.
In December 2008 Consumer Affairs Victoria entered
into a memorandum of understanding with Victoria
Police and the Municipal Association of Victoria to
allow for coordinated and integrated enforcement of
laws targeting illegal brothels.
The regulation of the illegal brothel sector was
understood to be the work of local government, which
has been known to use the services of private
investigators to locate such establishments, and I know
its investigatory techniques have attracted some media
commentary in the past. I spoke before about the issues
arising from some local government officials who have
been under investigation in my electorate.
It is always important to note that when a government
claims to be following through on its commitments —
and it is claiming in this case that it is fulfilling
particular election commitments — it is important that
we drill down to the substance of what it is that it is
actually doing by way of legislation. As I said before,
this bill claims it will remove the confusion around the
division of enforcement responsibilities, but I believe
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that where the government had room to build a
mountain it has in fact built a molehill. It could have
gone far further in responding to the sex trafficking
report that was tabled in the Parliament, but I believe it
has taken half-measures in relation to this issue and
there are still questions that need to be asked regarding
the resources of Victoria Police, which I will come to a
bit later on.
The bill confirms the functions of the director of
Consumer Affairs Victoria insofar as it is the body
responsible for the compliance and enforcement of the
legal — that is, licensed — brothel sector. For example,
it will continue to enforce offences in relation to
children not being allowed in brothels, advertising,
safe-sex practices, workers infected with a disease,
issues around consuming liquor in brothels,
administrative matters in regard to licences and other
regulatory issues. If the director is made aware of
allegations of an illegal brothel, they must forward this
information to Victoria Police. Each respective local
council will now only be responsible for enforcing
planning laws where brothels are operating in breach of
planning requirements. They are able to take action in
regard to breaches of the Planning and Environment
Act 1987.
Currently section 86(1) of the Sex Work Act 1994
provides that proceedings for an offence against the act
may only be brought by the director of Consumer
Affairs Victoria, a person authorised by the director or a
member of Victoria Police. Insofar as the main role of
policing and enforcement with regard to illegal brothels
is concerned, the bill amends section 86 of the Sex
Work Act 1994 to make Victoria Police the lead agency
for the enforcement of laws relating to the sex work
industry. Victoria Police will now have the sole power
to enforce the law in relation to the offences of carrying
on business as a sex worker service provider without
holding a licence or assisting in the commission of such
an offence.
I find this curious given that the police have not wanted
to play a role in regulating prostitution since the
disbanding of the vice squad in the 1990s. In the past
they have argued that local government and Consumer
Affairs Victoria should be responsible. Most
importantly, it has not been made clear what additional
resources police will be given to take on this additional
work. Despite this change, the second-reading speech
for this bill states that:
Consumer Affairs Victoria will remain primarily responsible
for monitoring the compliance of individuals licensed under
the Sex Work Act. The bill ensures that Consumer Affairs
Victoria retains powers to bring proceedings for offences
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relating to the licensing scheme for sex work service
providers …

In effect Consumer Affairs Victoria will police legal
brothels and police will regulate illegal brothels, which
was already the case. I cannot really see what new
ground is being broken by this bill. As I mentioned
earlier, the Sex Work Act 1994 already provides the
powerful Victoria Police with the ability to take
enforcement action in relation to offences under the act.
This bill, taken in context with what is already provided
for under the legislation, does not do much more.
I will address the issue of police entry powers. Clause 9
is important and will insert proposed new section 78A
into the principal act. This insertion will provide police
members with specific entry powers where there are
reasonable grounds to believe premises are being used
for the operation of a brothel without a planning permit.
The bill provides Victoria Police members with the
ability to apply to a magistrate for a warrant to search
premises where a brothel is operating without a
planning approval and to establish the admissibility of
evidence obtained as a result of those powers in
proceedings in relation to an offence against a section
of the Planning and Environment Act 1987. These new
provisions will cross over the work conducted by local
government.
Proposed new section 78B provides that if this is done
outside office hours, the Chief Commissioner of Police
may authorise entry to the premises without a search
warrant if they believe, on reasonable grounds, that the
premises are being used to operate a brothel in
contravention of section 126 of the Planning and
Environment Act 1997. The chief commissioner must
also believe on reasonable grounds that relevant
evidence is likely to be lost if entry is delayed to the
premises until a search warrant is obtained.
The effect of the bill is that brothels will now be
considered illegal if they are unlicensed, or do not have
a planning permit or both. It also means that Victoria
Police will need to rely on advice from the relevant
local council to determine if the premises are illegal.
There are some issues in relation to matters of urgency.
The mechanisms that will be available to Victoria
Police in order to establish a breach under the act in
order to gain access are unclear.
Clause 6 of the bill deals with matters in relation to the
Business Licensing Authority Victoria and provides
that where it is in the public interest the Business
Licensing Authority must refuse an application for a
licence to carry on business as a sex work service
provider where that applicant has been convicted or
found guilty of a disqualifying offence — that is, an
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indictable offence — that renders the grant of a licence
to that person against the public interest. Previously
only offences committed within the previous five years
were taken into account. I would be concerned, for
example, if a person were to be convicted of sex
trafficking and then some years down the track that
same person was found to be running a legal brothel.
The proposed amendment will hopefully respond to
those types of issues.
The bill changes the reporting requirements of the
banning notice regime for clients which commenced on
1 January this year. It was a regime introduced by the
former Labor government as a pilot program for
12 months. The banning notices were to extend police
powers so that police would be able to ban those
persons seeking services from sex workers in a
prescribed area in St Kilda for up to 72 hours. Penalties
for breaching that included an on-the-spot fine of about
$238 or a maximum fine of $2389 if a prosecution took
place in court.
We now see the government seeking to claim that it is
implementing an election commitment without first
doing its homework. As I said, this regime is a
12-month pilot program. Before the 12 months is even
up and before any quantitative or qualitative data has
been produced on the pilot’s effectiveness or otherwise,
the coalition is steaming ahead and extending the
regime for a further two years. We recognise this was
an election commitment, but as this is a pilot program, I
would have thought the government would have looked
at reviewing the data and considering its merits when it
nears completion. The government has not done this. I
have to say this approach is concerning, because it
demonstrates a lack of willingness to really look at
qualitative approaches to law and order issues. A quick
headline is what this government is all about. Coalition
members were happy to make comments regarding spin
when they were on this side of the house, but we have
seen a great deal of spin from this new government to
date and very little action.
The other matter I want to deal with is the issue around
the proceeds of crime legislation. Part 4 of this bill
deals with amendments to schedule 1 of the
Confiscation Act 1997. The changes expand the
summary offences under the Sex Work Act 1994 to
which the court-ordered forfeiture powers apply. The
bill also amends schedule 2 of the Confiscation Act
1997 to insert new clauses to expand the offences for
which automatic and civil forfeiture is available.
The amendments to the Confiscation Amendment Act
2010 are not related to sex work but propose to repeal
changes made last year, which have not yet come into
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effect, for orders to defer a declaration of property
interests. Effectively the changes in this bill will take
the Confiscation Act 1997 back to what it originally
was. This is apparently a response to Victoria Police
concerns about spurious claims being opened up by the
earlier changes. I would be interested in any further
information the government can provide around these
issues.
I come now to the critical issue of concern as I see it,
and that is the issue of resources. I know that the issue
of additional resources for Victoria Police is a concern
held not only by the opposition but also by the Victoria
Police Association. It is clear now that this bill aims to
make Victoria Police the lead agency in dealing with
issues affecting the brothel industry, yet the bill makes
no reference to providing additional resources for
Victoria Police to fulfil this role. This is quite
concerning given the recent bungling of the
government’s protective services officers regime,
which we have seen has had a $50 million cost
blow-out and is no closer to being implemented. This
new bill will put greater pressure on the workload of
Victoria Police in responding to policing matters. I will
revisit this issue later in the committee stage of the bill,
because it is important that the government provides
some reassurance on these matters.
The coalition’s election policy platform makes
reference to the fact that gross human rights violations
occur in both legal and illegal brothels in Victoria, but
this is as deep as its policy, and now its legislation,
goes. We have heard from the coalition government
that it will deal with the exploitation of women, sex
slavery and prostitution in a more concerted fashion but
we have not seen that in this legislation. Sex slavery
and prostitution is not just about law enforcement, it
identifies a much larger social problem. I believe it
requires a whole-of-government approach as it touches
upon a range of complex issues. That is what the Drugs
and Crime Prevention Committee report tabled in
Parliament last year found.
Sex workers require a great deal of help, and it is
concerning to me that programs which have proven
very successful in providing this much-needed support
are at risk of losing their funding. The Pathways to Exit
program, established in February last year, is run by the
Inner South Community Health Service. This
government-funded program is reported to have
achieved outstanding results, with 31 per cent of
women who participated having reduced or ceased sex
work and 23 per cent having reduced or ceased drug
use or accessed drug treatment. In addition, 65 per cent
of participants were provided with counselling, 42 per
cent went on to enrol in study, 27 per cent received
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housing support, 23 per cent had accessed employment
services and 19 per cent were volunteering or running
their own businesses.
I also want to say in relation to that matter that Martin
Foley, the member for Albert Park in the Legislative
Assembly, has been an excellent advocate of the
program. The program was funded through Consumer
Affairs Victoria and the Department of Justice for two
years, and that funding will expire in February 2012. It
would be a great tragedy if the program fell through
because of a government agency change, and I will be
seeking some assurances from the government that it
will continue funding this very successful program.
Another organisation of which I am aware and which I
mentioned earlier in my contribution to the debate is
Project Respect, which is a not-for-profit organisation
that aims to empower and support women in the sex
industry via outreach and intensive case management
services. It was established in 1998 and specialises in
providing support to victims of trafficking for
prostitution through a number of outreach programs. I
met with this organisation during the time Labor was in
government, both when it was giving evidence to the
Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee and privately.
Earlier this year I wrote to the Minister for Women’s
Affairs, Mary Wooldridge, about this organisation, and
I received a response some six months later. As I noted
in my letter, the demand for Project Respect’s services
is increasing. In 2009–10 its two outreach workers were
able to regularly visit 59 of Victoria’s 90 legal brothels,
contact 546 women in the sex industry and provide
884 hours of case management support. There are
estimated to be 10 000 women in the Victorian sex
industry, so the challenge this organisation faces is
immense, and I give it great credit for the work it has
done to date. If it had some additional support,
obviously it would be able to do even more work in this
area. The issue I raised with the minister was the
funding for this organisation. Recurrent funding would
allow it to employ additional workers, improve its
services and allow its outreach workers to visit up to
90 per cent of legal brothels in Victoria. It would also
enable it to expand its services to include other sex
industry sectors, such as escort agencies.
The committee’s inquiry was very supportive of the
work of Project Respect, and it would be fair to say
there was bipartisan support for strengthening funding
to such organisations. However, I was very
disappointed in the response I received from Minister
Wooldridge. She assured me in her letter that the
government will be offering assistance to sex workers,
but in her response she made no specific commitment
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in relation to core funding to Project Respect that would
enable it assist more women. In light of the federal
government’s announcement yesterday about funding
for this organisation, I hope the government moves on
this issue and I hope the state government also moves
by providing some additional resources.
In her written response the minister assured me that the
government was considering the recommendations
made by the Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee
through its inquiry, but I must point out that we are
nearing the end of 2011, yet we still have no word on
when the government will respond to the report tabled
in June 2010. That response needs to happen soon,
particularly in light of the bill before us. We need to
have a response that will give people an assurance that
there will be a broader response to the issues of sex
trafficking beyond the measures contained in this
legislation.
I am supportive of any measures that aim to tackle
issues relating to prostitution and sex slavery. I
commend the programs and support services that are
out there in the community for the great work they do
in providing opportunities and resources where
otherwise there might be none. I sincerely hope the
government does not let lapse such groundbreaking
programs as Pathways to Exit and that it supports the
work that that program and organisations like Project
Respect offer in protecting some of the most vulnerable
women in our community.
I will be looking with interest to see just how this
government will achieve the expectations it has created
with regard to dealing with issues around sex slavery
and prostitution in Victoria. This is just one step on that
road, but a great deal more work needs to be done.
Mrs COOTE (Southern Metropolitan) — It gives
me great pleasure to speak on the Sex Work and Other
Acts Amendment Bill 2011. This bill is another
example of the coalition government delivering on its
pre-election commitments. It is important legislation, as
this area of law deals with some of the most vulnerable
Victorians. Much research has been done into sex work
and people trafficking sex workers, including the
parliamentary inquiry conducted by the Drugs and
Crime Prevention Committee, which made its
recommendations in June last year. This bill builds on
some of those recommendations.
At the outset I will be up-front in commending
Ms Mikakos on her contribution; it was very thorough.
I have worked closely with Ms Mikakos, and indeed
with Ms Hartland, on issues surrounding vulnerable
women and sex workers in this state, and Ms Mikakos
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has recognised a great deal of that work. However, I
have concerns about some points she raised, and I will
deal with them in my contribution to the debate.
It is very interesting to look at the sex work industry in
Victoria. The first red-light district, not far from here,
was called Madame Brussels Lane and was exactly
where the Department of Human Services building is
on Lonsdale Street. Madame Brussels Lane is
connected with this Parliament in several ways. As
many in this chamber would know, the mace from the
Assembly disappeared at one stage, and it was largely
thought to have been taken down to Madame Brussels
Lane and melted down. It was not done by anyone in
particular; it seems several people were involved. The
parliamentary library contains a commendable work
entitled Who Stole the Mace?, which was written by a
former Usher of the Black Rod in this place. I
encourage people to have a look at it, because it is
interesting to read.
However, it is important to understand that illegal sex
work in the city was cracked down on some time ago,
and once that happened it moved to St Kilda. Sex work
has been an issue in some parts of St Kilda since the
1930s. I have had a lot to do with these matters. I was a
member of the Attorney-General’s Street Prostitution
Advisory Group under the last Labor government as a
local representative of my constituents. I have
enormous respect and concern for the people who live
in and around Blessington and Grieves streets and other
streets on the corners of which illegal sex workers
work.
It is interesting to note that the time I worked on the
advisory group coincided with a heroin epidemic, and
the girls who were street workers were usually heroin
addicts as well. Often they were supporting not only
their own habits but also those of their boyfriends. One
young man happened to say to me when I was speaking
to him, ‘My bird was out there last night; she earnt
$450 in cash, and we’d shot it up our arms by 9 o’clock
in the morning’. That sort of culture has somewhat
changed, but we are still dealing with vulnerable people
who are being exploited, either by people close to them
or by rackets or organisations, and it is something that
we have to deal with.
It is all very well to say that illegal sex work has
happened in St Kilda since the 1930s. Indeed some of
the street sex workers would say to local residents,
‘We’ve been here longer than you have, and we won’t
be leaving’. That is not the point; the point is dealing
with an issue that is multifaceted and very concerning,
because on the whole the street sex workers are not
there for the fun. Street sex workers, particularly, are

SEX WORK AND OTHER ACTS AMENDMENT BILL 2011
5516

COUNCIL

there because they are supporting a drug habit of their
own. They may be homeless, they may have mental
health and drug issues and they may have disability
issues, including intellectual disabilities, but many of
their problems are multifaceted. It is important for us to
understand the types of people with whom we are
dealing; therefore the legislation we are looking at is
very important to understand, because it looks at a
whole range of clarification and support in an area that
is not always easy to deal with. The area of sex work is
frequently contentious, it is little understood and indeed
it captures the attention of popular media, which skews
a lot of what are the basic aspects of this very complex
issue.
Local residents of neighbourhoods where prostitution
takes place are vehement in their approach. Prior to the
election some of them spent a lot of time in my office in
Port Melbourne talking about the issues they were
experiencing. I commend my constituents, because they
are not out there saying, ‘This has got to stop’, and
trying to make it more harmful for the girls themselves.
They are trying to come up with some productive
opportunities and solutions. This has been the history of
the people I have worked with in my electorate; they
have been trying to work constructively with the sex
workers to see what can be done about making a
difference, and that is why this legislation is so
important.
A couple of very interesting reports have been made
about these matters, including one produced in 2009–10
by a collaboration between RMIT University and the
Inner South Community Health Service. The report
came about as a result of a survey that was conducted
of street sex workers, mostly in St Kilda. A large
element of the bill we are discussing today is about
illegal brothels and sex trafficking, but it is important to
understand what the sex workers on the street are
actually dealing with.
There is one fascinating aspect of illegal sex work I
would like to put on record. Legal brothels are strictly
regulated. Sex workers are tested for drugs and alcohol
and are closely monitored, so it can be difficult for drug
takers to work 10-hour shifts. No alcohol is permitted in
legal brothels, and protected sex is the rule.
Interestingly the legal brothels also conduct STD
(sexually transmitted disease) tests, and the prostitutes
themselves conduct STD checks with ultraviolet lights
prior to commencing their business and have been
known to detect a number of STDs. However, what
goes on in these places is protected penetrative sex.
The issue on the street, which was found through the
survey conducted by RMIT and Inner South
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Community Health Service, is that of the 100 sex
workers surveyed, to which 89 responded, only 2 had
not been asked by a client to provide unprotected
penetrative or oral sex and 39 of those street sex
workers had agreed to this. We really have to try to
change this attitude. Of course the punters who want to
have unprotected sex are going to go for the girls on the
street or the people who are more vulnerable than the
legal brothel workers. We have got to start talking and
thinking about how we deal with this. It is not pleasant
and not easy, but that is what we are going to have to
do.
I have to talk about the banning notices implemented by
the former government. Ms Mikakos spoke of these at
length, but she intimated that it was for reasons of spin
or headlines that the coalition made an election promise
relating to banning notices. I assure her that that is very
far from the truth. I have been personally involved with
this issue, and I know that we are very dedicated to it.
Ms Mikakos will acknowledge, I am certain, that I have
been an advocate of finding a solution to this issue for a
significant time. There was no spin involved with this;
this legislation is a very real answer to a very real
problem. I was pleased to see the banning notices pilot
program implemented by the former government, and I
am an advocate of these banning notices. It is not for
headline-seeking reasons that I am doing this, nor was
the coalition government encouraged to do this for that
reason.
Ms Mikakos said we should have done our homework
on the results of the pilot program before we came into
this place to reinforce these banning notices. That is
absolutely absurd. I think Ms Mikakos is clutching at
straws. She thinks that because she is in opposition she
has to come up with something negative and that that
will do. Quite frankly I think that even in her quietest
moments Ms Mikakos would have to agree that
increasing and continuing the banning notices is a good
thing. I do not have cold, hard empirical evidence, but I
do know from speaking to local constituents and local
police that residents living in the neighbourhoods
frequented by these men — and I am going to call them
sexual predators, because that is what I think they
are — have experienced a decrease in the number of
curb crawlers, which is a very positive thing. They also
believe that there has been a dramatic drop in the
number of robberies in the area. I cannot say to
Ms Mikakos that we have got empirical evidence, but
we certainly do have local evidence that changes are
happening.
Ms Mikakos brought up on several occasions the
question of whether the coalition government will be
responding to the excellent report of the previous Drugs
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and Crime Prevention Committee, of which she,
Mr Leane and I were members, on the inquiry into
people trafficking for sex work, which was tabled in
June 2010. As I have said before in this place, this was
the first inquiry of its kind in Australia, and it has
highlighted illegal sex trafficking as an issue. The
coalition government is acting on the recommendations
that came out of this inquiry, particularly
recommendations 4, 10 and 19. That is what this
legislation is about, and one of the big issues it resolves
is the clarification of who is responsible for what. There
was confusion about whether it was local government,
local police or the Australian Federal Police. Who was
going to be responsible? This bill actually clarifies that.
Ms Mikakos acknowledged that in her contribution,
and I am certain Ms Hartland will as well.
The other issue is the exit strategies. I have been talking
about exit strategies in this place for a significant time. I
can remember saying a long time ago that Thailand had
a very good program giving hairdressing skills to
prostitutes so they had a skill that they could use in the
wider community. The recommendation was that
non-government organisations be encouraged and
resourced to establish and further develop exit strategies
to support trafficked women wanting to leave the sex
industry. We are funding an effective exit program
through Consumer Affairs Victoria, and it is provided
by RhED (Resourcing Health and Education), which is
a support centre in St Kilda. The Age was very
complimentary of that and on 3 October said that there
is already a waiting list at RhED and that people are
queuing up to find out how they can engage with this
very productive exit program.
I know Ms Hartland has some amendments, and I have
to say that the government is very respectful of these
amendments that Ms Hartland is going to bring to the
table. She has given me the courtesy of sharing those
amendments with me prior to today’s debate, and
indeed she explained what is behind the amendments.
As I have explained to her — and she has not circulated
them formally in the house yet — I would like to
acknowledge that the government is very pleased with
the sentiment behind those amendments. I thank her for
bringing them to the chamber. We will be able to do
this in committee, but I would like to explain that I feel
that the bill already covers much of what she is
intending in her amendments. I do not want to pre-empt
the amendments, but I have to say on the issue of
sending the bill off to a parliamentary committee to
have a look at it that this is a time-contingent bill and
we do need to get it through as quickly as we can. I am
certain that Ms Hartland will respect that issue, because
the bill is contingent on the Confiscation Amendment
Act 2010. It is incumbent upon us to pass this bill today
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so that the Confiscation Amendment Act 2010 and its
provisions can be dealt with. I know Ms Hartland will
bring this up in committee, and I would like to reassure
her in my contribution that the government will be very
respectful of what she brings into this place.
It is a great pity that I have only 56 seconds left,
because, as this chamber knows, I am a great advocate
for helping and assisting the legal sex workers, the
illegal sex workers and vulnerable women in this state.
I have long been a supporter of the sex industry, the
prostitutes and the women who are, for whatever
reason, in such a vulnerable state that they need to
prostitute themselves to support whatever it is that is
concerning in their lifestyle. It may surprise this
chamber that these are not always women who are drug
affected or experiencing mental health issues or
homelessness. There are myriad reasons, and it is
incumbent upon us to continue to be vigilant and to
work with those women to make certain that we can
give them hope for the future and pathways out of this
industry. We are going to work constructively together.
This is good legislation.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — The
Greens, while we welcome any bill that has an impact
on internationally recognised human rights violations,
are concerned that this bill only makes it slightly harder
to traffic people. It provides slightly greater financial
penalties for human right violations. I think anybody
who has been taking note of the media in the last few
weeks and anybody who watched the recent Four
Corners program could only have felt quite
overwhelmed by what happens to these women when
they are trafficked. We have to remember that these
women are being trafficked into legal brothels. These
are brothels that have licences under state law. These
are not illegal brothels that we are talking about. That
was what I found most disturbing about the Four
Corners program. Often people talk about the need to
clean up the illegal brothels, but we are actually talking
about legal brothels here.
I have to say I do not understand why the government
has not taken the opportunity to say that the trafficking
of women and the violence it represents is not on and to
bring in some legislation that has real teeth. The
government has not responded to the Drugs and Crime
Prevention Committee’s final report on its inquiry into
people trafficking for sex work, which was tabled in
2010 — nearly a year and a half ago. I am aware from
the extremely good briefing that I received from the
department that the government will do so soon, but I
am concerned that the inquiry’s excellent report has not
been used to inform this legislation. The report, which a
number of members of this house worked on — Jenny
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Mikakos, a member for Northern Metropolitan Region,
Andrea Coote, a member for Southern Metropolitan
Region, and Shaun Leane, a member for Eastern
Metropolitan Region — is a pivotal piece of work that
has outlined the problems.
In a debate a little while ago on other legislation
government members said they want to get tough on
crime. The government is always saying it wants to get
tough on crime, but this legislation is soft on crime.
That is why I will move for this legislation to be
referred to the Legal and Social Issues Legislation
Committee. I need to explain to the house that in
consultation with the Labor Party I have decided to
change the date in that referral. I acknowledge the
problems in terms of the Confiscation Act 1997, so I
have set the date for the committee to report by to
8 December. I know that is a very short time frame, but
our upper house legislative committees should be used
to scrutinise legislation and should be able to manage a
quick turnaround time.
If the referral does not succeed — and I understand the
government will not be supporting it — I will circulate
Greens amendments that, if agreed to, would toughen
up the law by making it easier for police to act quickly
to suspend a licence if a person has been charged with a
serious offence and to suspend the use of a permit for a
brothel if the relevant licence is suspended. I will speak
to those amendments at the appropriate time.
Firstly, I want to talk about licensing generally. When I
looked at the Sex Work Act 1994 I was struck by an
internal inconsistency. Section 37(1)(a) provides that
the authority must refuse an application if the applicant
is not a suitable person. Section 38(1) sets out what is
meant by a suitable person. The definition is fairly
broad and includes whether the applicant or the
applicant’s associates are of good repute, having regard
to character, honesty and integrity, whether the
applicant will have in place arrangements to ensure the
safety of persons working in the business, whether the
proposed business structure is significantly transparent
and so on.
These provisions are aimed at creating safe working
conditions and preventing organised crime, but what if
the police gather new evidence that very serious
organised crime is happening at a licensed premises or
that arrangements are no longer sufficient to ensure
safety and transparency? Once a licence is granted, it
cannot be cancelled simply because the licence-holder
or their associates are no longer known to be of good
repute, having regard to character, honesty and
integrity. For a licence to be cancelled, there needs to
be a specific breach of a licence condition or the person
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must be found guilty or convicted of an offence under
section 47. An application may be made to revoke the
planning permit or to revoke the licence, but the
hearings could drag out. Currently there is one such
application before the Supreme Court on appeal. I will
not go into the details of that matter since it is before
the court.
I understand the need for procedural fairness, especially
where there are businesses at risk, but there are times
when it is necessary to act quickly, and there have been
times when this government and the previous
government have been able to balance the need for
procedural fairness with the urgent need to prevent
crime — for example, the Bracks and Brumby
governments instituted a series of reforms on family
violence. Those reforms included giving the police the
power to act quickly to remove someone who was
suspected of committing family violence and to protect
a person they suspected was at risk of family violence.
These changes were not only tough on crime, they also
prevented crime, and the Greens supported them.
More recently the Baillieu government legislated to
give the government the power to act quickly and place
a 12-month ban on new synthetic drugs as they appear.
In that case the idea was to prevent drug-related harm
for the period it took to do adequate research to
determine if a permanent ban was in order, and the
Greens supported that. Some provisions of the sex work
act reflect a need to act quickly to prevent crime. For
example, section 21 of the act gives the police the
power to ban a person for up to three days if the police
member suspects on reasonable grounds they are
committing or have just committed a relevant offence
within a declared area.
Under section 21C(3) of the act the police must believe
on reasonable grounds that giving the notice may be
effective in preventing or deterring a person from
committing a further relevant offence, but there is
nothing in the legislation to enable the police to act
quickly and shut down a brothel if they have reasonable
grounds for believing that crimes against humanity are
being committed. I do not believe that the words
‘crimes against humanity’ are too strong in the case of
women ending up as slaves. My amendments would
give some ability to act faster if charges have been laid
in relation to these terrible crimes.
I would like to have done more, but I had to come up
with amendments within the confines of this very
narrow bill. What I would have really liked, and we
may as well record this for posterity, is for the Baillieu
government to get tough on crime. The government has
talked about a range of measures, such as armed guards
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on train stations. I do not think that is being tough on
crime; it is just posturing and portaloos. Another
measure is frisking schoolkids and checking their bags,
and there are fines for swearing — I do not understand
that one at all.
The government is sitting on a report from a
parliamentary inquiry which refers to organised crime
in this state and to businesses that have permits and
licences under Victorian law, including licences under
the act being amended today. The main
recommendation that requires legislation is the
establishment of a coordination unit. That one change
has a knock-on effect for most of the other
recommendations. If I could amend this bill to include
the establishment of a coordination unit, I would, but
only the government can do this. You have to ask
yourself why it has not been announced.
I will now set out some issues that I will ask the
minister about in the committee stage of the bill.
Serious allegations have made against people who have
held licences under the Sex Work Act 1994, which
indicates that existing provisions of the act are not
working. Human trafficking is able to take place in the
brothel industry, and I again emphasise the legal brothel
industry due to the low levels of prosecution and
conviction because the safeguards are not sufficient.
New licences are being granted to people who are
associated with businesses that have been subject to
allegations of human trafficking and where violent
incidents have occurred. I will give some examples.
I am about to cross a barrier that I have never crossed in
this place and name a person I think should not hold a
licence. I do not do this lightly. Lin Gao was a manager
of a South Melbourne brothel at the time that Abraham
Papo was struck with a tyre lever and killed outside of
the brothel during a violent assault in February 2009.
Mr Papo had attended at the premises to ask after his
friend, who had called him making allegations that she
was being held against her will and harmed.
Nobody has been charged in relation to his death, but
the coroner’s inquest is ongoing. It recommended a
fresh police investigation, which has commenced so I
will not make any inappropriate statements about the
direct circumstances of his death or whether there is
any link between Ms Gao and the person alleged to
have struck Abraham Papo with a tyre lever. Abraham
Papo went to the Oakleigh police station to report his
concerns before he attended at the brothel. I wonder
what would have happened if the police were trained in
relation to allegations of trafficking in the way
recommended in the inquiry report. I, along with
Ms Mikakos, would like to express my deepest
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sympathies to the Papo family. I met Deanna Papo,
Abraham’s mother, in the last few days. This is a
family which is not going to let this issue go. They are
going to stand up for other people who are in this
terrible circumstance. All I can do is express my respect
for what they are doing.
Lin Gao was also the manager of a South Melbourne
brothel when two women alleged they were held in
sexual slavery. Australian Federal Police statements
dating from as early as 21 May 2009 name Ms Gao,
and they name a man who was involved in the violent
dispute that led to Mr Papo’s death. On 10 May 2010
Ms Gao was provided with a new permit by the former
Labor government to manage a brothel called the
Candy Club in Richmond. Again I emphasise that this
is a legal brothel. In what universe are these unresolved
allegations and ongoing police investigations not
enough for Ms Gao or at least one of her associates to
fail the test of being a suitable person who is of good
repute, having regard to character, honesty and
integrity? Given the horrific nature of the witness
statements, how could that government possibly have
believed that Lin Gao had in place arrangements to
ensure the safety of persons working within the
business?
Clearly there are serious questions to be asked about the
adequacy of licensing under this act, but under this act
managers and providers may come and go. If one is
disqualified, another one will take their place. The
greater challenge is to find a way to shut down
businesses where serious crimes, including human
trafficking, slavery and debt bondage, have occurred.
As it stands, the provisions of the Planning and
Environment Act 1987 are inadequate. In 2009 the
Supreme Court heard evidence that in 2003 a woman
was held in sexual slavery at 59 York Street, South
Melbourne, and 43 Tope Street, South Melbourne. The
two accused, the Ho brothers, were found guilty of
slavery offences.
I have spoken before about allegations of sexual
servitude in relation to 59 York Street, South
Melbourne. Other allegations about trafficking in these
brothels have been made over the years. The current
provisions of the Planning and Environment Act 1987
make it almost impossible to revoke a permit even after
charges have been laid. In my view this is the greatest
legislative challenge at the heart of the human
trafficking problem. Can this government find a way to
get around the typical story of the permit-holder saying,
‘I had no idea what was going on. I am shocked. I have
installed a new manager. Be on your way.’? If the
government can do this, I will be the first to stand up
and support it.
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The Greens amendments I will seek to move address
the problem to the extent I was able to, given the
confines of this rather narrow bill. It creates
circumstances where a permit may be temporarily
suspended if the licence associated with it is also
suspended. This week I am responding to two
consumer affairs bills: this one and one relating to
liquor licensing. It is not lost on me that the one relating
to selling alcohol to under-age persons creates a
mechanism to suspend a licence, and rightly so, but the
one on crimes against humanity does not.
The previous government created a new liquor
licensing system with a scale of licensing fees related to
the risk of harm and crime associated with the business
and the history of adherence to licence conditions. This
week we will debate the present government’s reforms,
which add a new system of demerit points with
temporary licence suspensions, creating a strong
financial penalty where business models result in
breaches like serving alcohol to young people or people
who are drunk. Why can we not have a licensing and
permit system for brothels that includes an incentive to
operate within the law and real financial penalties for
business models that are against the law?
In conclusion, it is a troubling area of our society. I
know that during the course of the Drugs and Crime
Prevention Committee inquiry Ms Mikakos and
Mrs Coote found there is a very dark underbelly where
women are treated as commodities — people do not
care about how they are treated. The things that really
astounded me in reading the report of that inquiry and
the statements is that the men who frequent these
brothels do not notice that the windows are boarded up.
They do not notice that there are padlocks on the doors.
They do not notice that the women are so drug affected
that they cannot give consent and they do not notice
that the women do not want to participate in these
activities. I think men need to take responsibility. When
we think about the White Ribbon Day campaign about
violence against women, we need to acknowledge that
this is violence against women as well, and we need to
step up to it.
I would like to finish by quoting Kathleen Maltzahn,
who is an advocate for trafficked women and also a
trusted friend. She says:
It seems crimes in the sex industry are treated as
administrative breaches, not the crime of violence that they
truly are.

I am disappointed that the government has indicated it
will not be supporting my amendments, but I truly urge
the government to get on with the job and to look at
other ways that it can legislate and change the culture
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so that police are given the power to stop this
horrendous trafficking of women.
Ms DARVENIZA (Northern Victoria) — I am
pleased to rise to make a contribution to the debate on
the Sex Work and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2011.
Along with Mrs Coote, Ms Mikakos and Ms Hartland, I
have to agree that we are dealing here with some of the
most vulnerable people in our community. They often,
although not always, have a range of very complex
social and health issues, particularly those who are
working on the streets. Mrs Coote’s electorate covers
some of the streets around St Kilda which are
frequented by sex workers, and I know she has had a
passionate interest in this area for a long time. In fact
Mrs Coote and I came into this place at the same time,
and if my memory serves me right, this is an issue for
which she has advocated and which has been close to
her heart for a long time. I know she too has shared that
passion with Martin Foley, the member for Albert Park
in the other place. I see Mrs Coote is nodding.
Mr Foley’s electorate also covers some of those areas,
and he too has been very active in this area. He has
been a passionate advocate for change, not only for the
benefit of sex workers who are working on the streets
but also for constituents who live in the area.
My experience of the industry has been as a
parliamentarian, but I also lived in St Kilda for some
time, in fact on one of the beats, so I had some limited
firsthand experience of life out there. With the kerb
crawlers, drug dealers and the other unsavoury types
that hang around those areas, we can understand why
sex workers feel vulnerable and why they are at risk out
on the streets, before they even start to do business with
their clients. It is also a difficult situation for people
who live in or close to that area.
When we were in government we took this issue very
seriously. I know Mrs Coote has talked about what the
Labor government did, as did Ms Mikakos. I know
Mrs Coote was involved in a number of committees
which were set up by Dick Wynne, the member for
Richmond in the other place and a former Minister for
Local Government and Parliamentary Secretary for
Justice. Mrs Coote worked with the government then as
it moved to put in place legislative changes as well as
regulatory changes that would positively impact on sex
workers, both those who were working on the streets
and those who were working in legal brothels.
The opposition does not oppose the bill before the
house today. It will support the amendments that
Ms Hartland will propose. I will not go through this bill
in a lot of detail, because I know Ms Mikakos has
already put the opposition’s position. However, I would
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like to talk about a couple of parts of the bill and just
generally what the bill seeks to do.
The bill seeks to clarify responsibility for the
monitoring, investigation and enforcement of
provisions of the Sex Work Act 1994. As Ms Mikakos
has pointed out, clearly those responsibilities are going
to rest with the police force. The bill is going to
continue the ban on street prostitution and make other
miscellaneous amendments, and it is also going to
strengthen the proceeds of crime legislation in relation
to illegal sex work activities.
As I have already said, in government we took the issue
of prostitution seriously and changed legislation. In
December 2008 Consumer Affairs Victoria entered into
a memorandum of understanding with Victoria Police
and the Municipal Association of Victoria to allow for a
coordinated and integrated enforcement of the law,
targeting illegal brothels. More recently, in 2010, Labor
made changes to the principal act to allow consumer
affairs inspectors to question people entering and
leaving premises suspected of being illegal brothels to
obtain evidence that could be used for court orders to
shut them down. We also made changes that doubled
the penalties for operating an illegal brothel to more
than $140 000 and made changes that required licensed
brothels to display signs warning that sex slavery is
illegal.
In her contribution Ms Hartland talked about some of
the disturbing evidence that has been aired in our media
recently about illegal sex trafficking and the impact that
has on those individuals. It appears from some of the
evidence put forward by the media that women are
being trafficked into not only illegal brothels but also
legal brothels, which is of real concern.
It should be noted that Victoria Police already has the
power to take enforcement action in relation to all
offences in the Sex Work Act 1994, but the bill
confirms the functions of the director of Consumer
Affairs Victoria in relation to compliance and
enforcement of licences for legal brothels — for
example, offences in relation to children not being
allowed in brothels, advertising of safe-sex practices,
workers infected with diseases, consumption of alcohol
in brothels, administrative matters in relation to licences
and issues to do with regulations. If the director of
Consumer Affairs Victoria is made aware of allegations
of illegal brothels, they are required to forward that
information to the police.
The bill allows the Business Licensing Authority,
which licenses brothels, discretion to refuse a person
with a serious criminal background from entering the

5521

sex work industry. Previous limitations meant that only
offences committed in the last five years were taken
into account. I support the change this bill makes so the
person’s whole criminal background, not just the last
five years, is considered; it is a good change.
The bill provides Victoria Police with the ability to
apply to the Magistrates Court for a warrant to search
premises operating as a brothel without planning
approval and establishes the admissibility of evidence
obtained as a result of the exercise of those powers in
proceedings for an offence against a section of the
Planning and Environment Act 1987. It provides that
outside business hours the Chief Commissioner of
Police may authorise entry without a search warrant if
there are reasonable grounds for believing that the
premises are being used as an illegal brothel. The effect
of the bill is that brothels will be considered illegal if
they are unlicensed or if they do not have a planning
permit or both. It also means that Victoria Police will
need to rely on advice from the relevant local council to
determine if a premises is illegal.
I want to talk about a concern that was raised by
Ms Mikakos on behalf of the opposition, and that is
police resources. The bill and the structural changes that
will flow from it will clearly mean extra work for
police, but I am not aware of the government making
any provision for additional police resources. This
additional work and structural change will bring greater
pressure on our police force and police resources.
Police need additional resources to go with the
additional workload, powers and responsibilities, yet
nothing in the government’s submission goes to this
issue. I am not sure how the government anticipates
that this extra workload can be taken on by the police
force without any additional resources being allocated. I
would be interested to hear what the minister has to say
about that in the committee stage. We also know that
the Police Association has expressed concerns
regarding the resourcing implications of the bill.
Ms Mikakos talked about a pilot program that the
Labor government put in place to provide extended
powers for the banning of those seeking services from
sex workers from prescribed areas around St Kilda for
up to 72 hours, with anyone who breaches such a
banning order facing an on-the-spot $238 fine or a
maximum $2389 fine if they are prosecuted in court.
The bill changes the reporting requirements for the
banning notice regime and delays the end of the trial
period from 31 December 2011 to 1 July 2014. Whilst
on the surface it is probably not a bad thing that the trial
be extended, there is a concern that this extension is not
based on available data or any sort of assessment of
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how the pilot program has worked. We introduced this
pilot program because we believed it was worth
conducting a trial and then looking at what the data said
when it was completed. We are interested in the data,
and we look forward to seeing it once it is collected and
analysed after the completion of the extended pilot
program. We hope the program has not been extended
because of a lack of data collection, analysis or
availability.
I would like to briefly mention the Pathways to Exit
program. Again my concern is that this is a pilot
project — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
The member’s time has expired.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — It gives
me pleasure to speak on the Sex Work and Other Acts
Amendment Bill 2011 as this bill addresses many
issues and affects many people, agencies and
businesses within my electorate of Southern
Metropolitan Region. I commend those speakers who
have spoken on this bill, particularly Ms Darveniza,
from whom we just heard; Ms Hartland; Mrs Coote;
and Ms Mikakos, who gave a very thorough
contribution earlier. Ms Mikakos said in her
contribution that there was longstanding ambiguity
surrounding these issues among the existing
agencies — namely, Consumer Affairs Victoria,
Victoria Police and the local councils which have
responsibility. What this bill does is amend the Sex
Work Act 1994, the Confiscation Act 1997 and the
Confiscation Amendment Act 2010.
The bill will clarify the division of enforcement and
prosecutorial responsibilities between Consumer
Affairs Victoria and Victoria Police and improve the
powers of Victoria Police to investigate and enforce
breaches of the Sex Work Act 1994 and related
provisions of the Planning and Environment Act 1987,
which prohibit brothels from operating without
requisite planning permits under that act. It also amends
the Sex Work Act 1994 to tighten restrictions on people
with serious criminal backgrounds entering the sex
work industry as licensed sex work service providers.
The bill amends the Confiscation Act 1997 to
strengthen powers to confiscate the proceeds of
property relating to sex work-related offences by
expanding the sex work-related offences to which that
act applies. Finally, the bill amends the Confiscation
Amendment Act 2010 to address specific practical
concerns in relation to amendments introduced by that
act.
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In essence, the bill will clarify, as I said, the
responsibility for the monitoring, investigation and
enforcement of provisions of the Sex Work Act 1994. It
will continue the ban on street prostitution and
strengthen the legislation in relation to illegal sex work
activity. Sex work activity, or prostitution, has a long
and colourful history in this state and in most societies,
and that has been outlined by a number of speakers.
Attitudes towards and laws to regulate prostitution have
altered over many years. In some communities
prostitution was viewed as a threat to public order and
morality, and indeed in some societies it is still not
tolerated in the same way that it is viewed and tolerated
in our society. As I said, attitudes towards prostitution
have certainly changed over the past few decades, but
what has not changed are attitudes towards illegal sex
activity, especially in relation to sex trafficking, which
we have heard about in detail this morning.
This illegal activity conducted in our communities has
been highlighted recently in some media outlets and
programs, as has been referred to by a number of
members this morning. It was highlighted very clearly
on the ABC’s Four Corners program, which reported
on the large number of men who buy women for
prostitution, and alarmingly, according to the program,
some of those women have been trafficked. It was
alleged in that program that many of the women in
Victoria were trafficked within Southern Metropolitan
Region. Women who have come to this country
possibly expecting to have legitimate and legal
employment have found themselves exposed and
working in some very shocking circumstances.
The trafficking of women should not be tolerated by
any society. In fact it has been raised at the highest
levels, as Ms Mikakos very aptly pointed out in her
contribution. The report prepared by the Drugs and
Crime Prevention Committee, which has been referred
to, contains a good introduction in relation to that issue
being a crime against humanity.
Sex work is taking place, and in many instances
Victoria Police is the lead agency that deals with the
issues and situations arising out of both legal and illegal
sex work activities, including the trafficking of women
and also drug dealing and any proceeds of such illegal
activities. As I have also said, there are a number of
agencies that previously had responsibility for various
aspects of enforcement in relation to sex work
activities. This bill gives clarity to the division of
enforcement responsibilities between Victoria Police
and Consumer Affairs Victoria. It is far more
appropriate that Victoria Police be the lead agency and
that Consumer Affairs Victoria have responsibility for
monitoring the compliance of those individuals licensed
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under the Sex Work Act 1994. Consumer Affairs
Victoria will retain its primary responsibility for
monitoring the compliance of those individuals
described under the Sex Work Act 1994. The bill will
provide Consumer Affairs Victoria with the power to
bring proceedings for offences relating to the licensing
of sex work service providers.
As I said at the outset, this bill will affect many people
within my electorate of Southern Metropolitan Region.
Within that region there are some well-known brothels
that conduct legal sex work activities. In fact I think
there are approximately 28 legal brothels operating
throughout the region, but there are also illegal brothels
and street prostitutes. No-one knows the exact number,
but an article that appeared in the Sunday Age in March
entitled ‘On the streets of St Kilda, police are cruising
to curb the kerb crawlers’ reports:
Police say there are about 40 regular street prostitutes in
St Kilda, many with $500-a-day heroin habits. The police’s
sights are now set on the women’s clients, some of whom
pick up sex workers at 5.00 a.m. for illicit trysts before they
start work.

Unfortunately for many of those street prostitutes the
style of work they do carries many risks. We heard of
those risks during the contributions of Mrs Coote,
Ms Mikakos and Ms Hartland, who talked about the
vulnerabilities of those workers and the many issues
they face. Sadly, only last month one of those street
prostitutes was found dead in a laneway opposite my
office in South Caulfield. It was very distressing,
obviously, for the local business operators in that area,
particularly for the person who found this woman, and
the local police. I commend the local police for the
action they took in relation to that issue and the police
at a higher level for conducting their investigations.
In the report to which Mrs Coote and others have
referred there is a recommendation that Victoria Police
have a more flexible right of entry to brothels, legal or
illegal, for monitoring purposes — that is, the ability to
do spot checks. That will assist in looking at this issue
in broader terms.
As others have said, there is a very good program, the
Resourcing Health and Education in the Sex Industry
program, which operates out of St Kilda. It aims to
improve the health and wellbeing of sex workers right
across Victoria. Ms Hartland referred to that program,
and it does terrific work in supporting those people who
are working both legally and illegally.
There is much to do to protect sex workers where
possible. The proceeds from criminal activities, such as
sex work-related offences, need to be dealt with
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appropriately, and there should be a requirement that
sex work service providers obtain licences to conduct
their business under the Sex Work Act 1994. As with
any business, brothels need to have appropriate
planning requirements, and they should be adhered to.
Local councils have the authority to enforce planning
laws in relation to a brothel’s operation; however, it is
appropriate that the police be the enforcement agency
that can undertake proceedings against those brothels
that are operating without a licence or are conducting
illegal activities.
Ms Mikakos and other speakers have raised some
concerns in relation to what the government is doing on
this issue. I thought it might be of interest to them that
the government has done a number of things. As we all
know, the coalition has a longstanding election
commitment to strengthen law and order in this state,
and 1700 police are in the process of being recruited as
we speak. Also in relation to this issue, the government
has established a dedicated sex work task force, the
Victoria Sex Industry Strategic Management Group,
involving relevant state, commonwealth and local
government authorities. Led by Victoria Police, the task
force will oversee a multi-agency enforcement program
designed specifically to target illegal sex work
operations and related crimes. The program will utilise
the multidisciplinary expertise of enforcement agencies
such as state and federal police, immigration authorities
and local councils. The task force’s objective is to share
data, intelligence and resources in order to identify,
arrest and prosecute offenders.
In addition, the Drugs and Crime Prevention
Committee report, which I have spoken about and
which was tabled last year, contained
27 recommendations for Victorian government action
and 3 for commonwealth government action. The
response to that report was delayed by the change of
government last year and is currently under
development.
In relation to another issue, the Sex Work Ministerial
Advisory Committee is an independent statutory body
which advises the Minister for Consumer Affairs on sex
work industry issues. The government has recently
made appointments to enhance the committee’s
expertise in fulfilling this role. There are a number of
things that the government has undertaken. This is a
serious issue, as has been highlighted throughout the
debate this morning.
In conclusion, this bill delivers on our election
commitment to address and take action against criminal
activities and elements in the sex work industry, which
is expected by the community, and to provide
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clarification about who is responsible for particular law
enforcement roles.

reasonable to expect that the committee would be able
to conduct investigations in that period of time.

Motion agreed to.

We also want to put on the record that the Legal and
Social Issues Legislation Committee is yet to be
convened since this Parliament has been in operation.
We supposedly had support from all parties in the last
Parliament to introduce this model of separate
legislation and references committees which would
enable bills to be looked at on a case-by-case basis, in
the same way that the Labor government supported the
trialling of the Legislation Committee in the previous
Parliament. We enabled a number of bills to go to that
committee, and I believe that process value-added to
the work of those bills and enabled this house to be
better acquainted with the provisions of the bills that
went before that committee.

Read second time.
Referral to committee
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I
move:
That the Sex Work and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2011 be
referred to the Legal and Social Issues Legislation Committee
for inquiry, consideration and report by 8 December 2011.

My reason for moving this motion is that this is an
incredibly important bill. As I explained in my
contribution, while the bill does cover a number of
aspects, I am concerned about whether it is strong
enough on the issue of trafficking. I also think the
government should have used the report that already
exists to steer this legislation, especially around the
issue of trafficking. I take Mrs Coote’s point that this
would delay the bill in terms of amendments to the
Confiscation Amendment Act 2010. However, the
Labor Party has agreed to a reporting date of
8 December.
The other thing is that we should be using these
committees to actually review legislation. That was the
entire purpose for which they were set up. We should
be able to do quick turnarounds on bills. This is an
important bill, and the extra scrutiny can make it much
better than it currently is.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — The
Labor opposition will be supporting the motion. As
Ms Hartland has explained, we had some concerns
about unduly delaying the commencement of the bill,
particularly with the provisions relating to the
confiscation legislation which do need to start operating
early next year. However, we have suggested a way
forward that I am pleased Ms Hartland has agreed to,
which is to have a reporting date of next sitting week.
As I indicated in my contribution to the second-reading
debate, we think there are a number of unanswered
questions around the operation of this bill, particularly
issues arising out of the Drugs and Crime Prevention
Committee report into sex trafficking, which was tabled
last year, that have failed to be picked up by the
government and that could be addressed by the Legal
and Social Issues Legislation Committee. We believe
this is a relatively straightforward and short bill which
could be looked at in the period between this sitting
week and the next sitting week, and therefore it is quite

We had a lot of commentary by members of the
coalition yesterday afternoon around the Legal and
Social Issues References Committee meeting not
proceeding last night, so it is galling that we now have
the possibility of them opposing a bill being referred to
the Legal and Social Issues Legislation Committee,
which would have the ability to consider this bill
further. We will be supporting the motion for those
reasons.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
The government will not be supporting the motion. We
acknowledge that the Greens have brought forward
their amendments in good faith and in good spirit, but
we will not be supporting this referral motion because
the reporting date of 8 December is actually the final
day of the final sitting week for the year. This bill is
time dependent in terms of amendments to the
confiscation legislation. If amendments to this bill
needed to be made, the date of 8 December would not
allow those amendments to be made and for the bill to
be passed through both houses of Parliament in time for
the amendments to the confiscation legislation to be
made. The government will therefore not be supporting
the motion.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — We
either have upper house committees that can look at
legislation or we do not. This government came into
office on the basis of proposing transparency and
showing how it would work. A little while ago I was
told that a reporting date of March would be too late
because the bill needed to align with the confiscation
legislation, and now I am told the date is too short. We
either have these committees and have scrutiny or we
do not. This represents a problem we have with
legislation that comes through this house that is
incredibly important.
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The Greens rarely do this. We do it for legislation we
think is incredibly important but that needs to be
improved because it does not quite work yet. That is the
whole point of the committees. I therefore do not
understand why the government is yet again refusing to
allow scrutiny of legislation. I repeat what Ms Mikakos
has said: the committee concerned has not met since it
was set up. If the government refuses to allow
legislation to be referred to the committee, why do we
have the committee?
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 17
Barber, Mr
Broad, Ms
Darveniza, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Hartland, Ms
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr
Mikakos, Ms

Pakula, Mr
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Scheffer, Mr
Somyurek, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr (Teller)
Tierney, Ms (Teller)

Noes, 19
Atkinson, Mr
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr P.
Drum, Mr
Elsbury, Mr (Teller)
Finn, Mr
Hall, Mr
Koch, Mr

Kronberg, Mrs
Lovell, Ms
O’Brien, Mr (Teller)
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Petrovich, Mrs
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr

Pairs
Jennings, Mr
Viney, Mr

Davis, Mr D.
Guy, Mr.

Motion negatived.
Committed.
Committee
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
seek permission for Mrs Coote to join me at the table.
Leave granted.
Clause 1
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I wish
to raise a number of issues on the purposes clause; I am
just flagging that for the minister’s benefit. The first
issue that I wish to raise relates to the establishment of a
task force. I note that in a media release dated
12 October, and I will quote from it, the Minister for
Consumer Affairs said:
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Victoria Police and Consumer Affairs Victoria are working
together with other agencies and have set up an illegal brothel
task force, involving local councils, Australian Federal Police,
the Department of Immigration and Citizenship and the
Australian Taxation Office.
This task force, a coalition election commitment, has already
commenced operation.

I am seeking the minister’s confirmation that the task
force has commenced its work.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
can confirm for the member that the task force has been
established and it has commenced its work.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I want
to get some further clarification around that. How many
meetings has the Victorian government participated in
since the commencement of this task force?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
am unable to confirm that number. The task force is
chaired by Victoria Police, and therefore the member
would have to refer her questions to Victoria Police and
not to us in the committee stage.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I find
that to be a quite puzzling response. The government is
responsible for whole-of-government activities,
including those involving VicPol (Victoria Police), so I
would expect the minister to be able to address these
issues. Certainly if she is unable answer here today, I
would hope that she would take the question on notice
and provide a response to me at a later date. But I will
move on.
The other issue arising from the minister’s answer is
that I am seeking that she advise me who is the VicPol
representative on the task force. Are they at an assistant
commissioner level?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
can advise the member that the rank of the chair of that
task force is superintendent — that is, the VicPol
representative on it, not the chair.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I would
have thought that if the government was serious about
tackling these issues, as it purports to be in the
second-reading speech for this bill and in the media
release, it would put someone very senior to represent
Victoria Police on this intergovernmental task force,
such as an assistant commissioner, so I am surprised
that a superintendent is on the task force. I mean no
disrespect to the individual officer concerned, but I
think that a more senior person would have been
warranted to represent Victoria Police. Who is the
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coordinating minister that the Victoria Police
representative is responsible to report back to for the
work of the task force?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — It
is the Minister for Police and Emergency Services.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — Given
that is the case, I now take the minister back to her
earlier answer that I should refer any issues to do with
Victoria Police to Victoria Police directly and that
somehow the government is not responsible for the
work that this person purporting to represent the
Victorian government on the task force is doing. I find
the minister’s answers really quite perplexing in the
light of the answer we have just received that the
coordinating minister is in fact the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
The task force is a police task force, and the number of
meetings that the member asked about before is an
operational matter for the police. She then asked who is
the minister they report to, and the minister they report
to is the Minister for Police and Emergency Services,
Peter Ryan. The number of meetings that a task force of
the police holds is not a matter for the minister but an
operational matter for the police.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) —
Perhaps we are getting our task forces confused here. I
referred to the media release from the Minister for
Consumer Affairs where there is a reference to a
whole-of-government task force that would also
involve federal agencies — the Australian Federal
Police and the Department of Immigration and
Citizenship and also local government. The media
release says:
This task force … has already commenced operation.

I am not talking about an internal VicPol task force; I
am talking about a whole-of-government task force
involving federal agencies and local government. I
want to know who the representative is on that task
force for the Victorian government, who they report
back to in the government and whether it has started
doing anything.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
The task force is exactly the same task force. It contains
representatives from across government and
representatives from local government and the other
agencies that the member mentioned, but it is not a
ministerial task force where ministers are represented. It
is a whole-of-government task force and its
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membership is made up of representatives from across
the government and from other agencies.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I
understand that; that was my expectation. Is the
superintendent that the minister referred to earlier the
representative of Victoria Police on the task force that
we are now talking about?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
Yes.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — And,
just for the purpose of clarity, this superintendent
reports back to the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services as to the work of this broader,
whole-of-government task force?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
Yes.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — Will
this task force be making any public reports in relation
to its activities?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — It
will be an operational matter for the police.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I think
it will make the minister’s life easier if she gives yes or
no answers. The minister seems to somehow think the
government is not responsible for the work of Victoria
Police in an intergovernmental agency. I take her latest
response to be a ‘no’.
Mr O’Brien’s media release refers to the Australian
Federal Police and other federal agencies. Can the
minister advise what the ranks are of the federal
representatives on this task force — for example, what
is the rank of the Australian Federal Police officer on
the task force?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
am not aware of the rank of that officer, but we will
provide that information to the member later.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — It
would be very helpful if we could be provided with
further information on the composition of the
membership of the task force in relation to the various
agencies that are represented — —
Hon. W. A. Lovell — We said we would provide
the rank of the police officer. That is what the member
asked for.
Ms MIKAKOS — Yes, but I am now asking the
minister about another issue. I am asking the minister to

SEX WORK AND OTHER ACTS AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Thursday, 24 November 2011

COUNCIL

provide information on the full composition of the task
force in terms of who the representatives are and their
various positions across various agencies.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
will endeavour to provide that to the member later.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — My
matter is not directly related to the task force, but one of
the major recommendations of the Drugs and Crime
Prevention Committee’s inquiry into people trafficking
for sex work is that there needs to be a
whole-of-government unit. The committee
recommended:
… that the government should establish a
whole-of-government sex industry regulation, policy and
coordination unit. The office should be located under the
responsibility of the Attorney-General in the Department of
Justice.

It seems the task force that has been set up does not
actually fit with what has been recommended in the
report. I am wanting to know whether it is the intention
of the government to set up such a multi-agency task
unit.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
We are here to discuss legislation before us and not the
recommendations of that report. That report is being
considered, and the government will provide a response
to that report in due time.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I
believe this report goes to the very heart of the
legislation. It is information I would like to know about.
I have spoken about it extensively during the
second-reading debate. It is a reasonable question that
the government should be able to answer. Is the
government going to set up such a unit or not?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
Members will be informed on the responses to that
report when the government tables its response.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — When
will the tabling of that response occur?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
The report is being considered at the moment; the
response will be tabled when it is completed.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — Can
we have an estimate of when it will be completed? The
minister has been in government for a year. This is a
very important piece of work. Can the minister give me
an estimate of when it will be tabled?
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Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
No, I am not prepared to give an estimate. I am not the
minister responsible for that response. It will be
responded to in due time; it is being considered at the
moment.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I find
it very difficult to understand why the department
cannot tell us when the response will be signed off and
when it will be presented. It is a pretty simple question
that involves why, when or how this will happen.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
My previous answer stands.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I want
to move on to other issues. As I flagged at the outset, I
have a number of issues that arise from clause 1. It is
easier for the minister and proceedings of the house if
we deal with them sequentially so that other members
have an opportunity to contribute to these issues.
There is the issue of police resources. As I indicated in
my speech during the second-reading debate, the
opposition is concerned that the government has not, as
yet, publicly given any indication as to the level of
police resources that will be dedicated to enforcing the
provisions of this bill when specifically dealing with the
issues of both illegal brothels and sex trafficking. I ask
the minister if she can provide those further details
about the level of police resources that will be dedicated
to this task. I note that the Police Association has also
expressed concerns about this issue.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
The level of need for a police response to this
legislation will vary from region to region. I imagine
that police in the St Kilda area are already highly
engaged in responding to this type of work. The
coalition went to the election with a commitment to
increase police numbers across this state by 1700.
Every region of the state will benefit from additional
police from that election commitment. The additional
police will assist in responding to this new legislation.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I thank
the minister for that answer. Like Ms Hartland I want to
refer to the Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee’s
report. It is highly relevant to the purposes clause of this
bill. Unless there are adequate police resources, this bill
is really meaningless. I particularly want to refer to the
report finding that:
There is a clear and close connection between sex trafficking
and the legal and unregulated sex industry.
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The committee made a specific recommendation that
‘trafficking in persons be regarded as a higher
priority policing issue’. This was recommendation 8 of
that bipartisan report. I ask the minister: has the
government had any advice as to the estimated number
of illegal brothels and trafficked women that exist in
Victoria?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
am advised that we do not have that number at hand,
and I am not prepared to make a guess.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I would
not want the minister to make any guesses on anything.
Is the minister able to provide the answer to my
question at a later date?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
This is an area where statistics are notoriously
unreliable, and I do not think there would be any
benefit gained from trying to estimate the number. The
gain will be made on this legislation coming into effect,
identifying the illegal brothels and driving them out of
business.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — With
respect, I strongly disagree with what the minister has
just said. I cannot understand how the police are going
to, as the minister said, drive out the illegal brothels if
no work has been done within government to get a
handle on exactly the extent of the problem we are
talking about here. I accept that the committee’s report
stated that it was very difficult to quantify the exact
number of trafficked women in Victoria, or indeed in
Australia.
I want to move away from the issue of the number of
illegal brothels now to the number of trafficked women.
Page 29 of the committee’s report deals with evidence
from an organisation called Project Respect, which I
spoke about in my contribution earlier. Project Respect
had documented approximately 104 trafficked women
in Victoria. Its evidence was that it had had direct
contact with 17 women and it had been made aware of
a further 87 women through sex industry sources. In its
evidence it stated that it believed that this did not
include other women who had not been referred to
Project Respect, but I guess that gives us a bit of an idea
of the number of trafficked women in our state who
might be involved.
I refer also to page 28 of that report, which deals with
evidence around Department of Immigration and
Citizenship cases. The report states:
Between 1999 and 31 December 2007, the Department of
Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC) referred 221 matters
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(relating to 208 people) about trafficking in persons to the
Australian Federal Police (AFP). 196 of these referrals
(relating to 174 persons) related specifically to the sex
industry.

That is Australia-wide data, so my question is: does the
government have any advice on the estimated number
of trafficked women in Victoria?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
As the member identifies, the report says
‘approximately’; it is very difficult to know the exact
numbers. If we know those numbers, I agree with
Project Respect that there are probably more women
out there we do not know about.
Brothels hardly hang up a shingle out the front and say
‘We are an illegal brothel’ or ‘We have 23 illegally
trafficked women working on our premises’. I would
say that those statistics are a blight on the former
government, which did not do anything to address the
plight those women were in. This legislation seeks to
stamp out illegal brothels and this type of activity in
Victoria.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — On the
contrary, the previous government took a number of
steps to deal with the issue of sex trafficking. First and
foremost, it identified that there was a problem and
gave a reference to the Drugs and Crime Prevention
Committee. The minister, however, has refused to give
any indication to the house as to when there is going to
be a response to the committee’s very comprehensive
and wide-ranging recommendations to address this
problem. I would be very concerned if the government
were saying that not only was there no time frame for
when that report will be responded to but also that it
does not have advice that it is prepared to provide to the
house about the extent of this problem. Are we meant to
just put our faith in the hands of the government and
trust that it is going to do something to address this
problem?
I take great exception to what the minister has just said.
If she just wants to have a cheap shot in the course of
answering questions in the committee stage of
legislation, she is really not treating this bill with the
seriousness I think it deserves and responding to quite
important questions that should be responded to. As I
said, if the minister is unable to answer the questions
today, the opposition would be very happy for her to
provide answers at a later date.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
The member is right in identifying that this is a very
serious issue, but she is making allegations against a
government that has been in power for just under

SEX WORK AND OTHER ACTS AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Thursday, 24 November 2011

COUNCIL

5529

12 months. The report the member keeps referring to is
a report card on the former government’s
achievements — or lack of achievements — on this
issue.

think their reputation is tarnished, so how was that
person given a licence? How is it that someone who has
been associated with trafficking can continue to operate
a legal brothel?

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Elasmar) —
Order! Are there any further questions on clause 1?

Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
do not think that is a matter for us to thrash out here;
this is not a court of law to convict or to cast any
judgement on the character of that person. We do not
know the details of the case, and this is not the place for
this question to be thrashed out.

Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I have
questions in relation to licensing. Can the government
guarantee that nobody suspected of being associated
with human trafficking has a licence for a current legal
brothel?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
Licences are a matter for the licensing authority and not
for the government, but I can confirm for the member
that for a licence to be granted or cancelled there is a
burden of proof. Therefore, unless there is proof, a
licence application would neither be rejected nor
cancelled on an allegation. There has to be proof that
that person was engaged in some activity that prevented
them from being a licensed brothel operator.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — What
investigations are taken to assess the fitness of someone
to hold a brothel licence, considering the example I
gave in my contribution to the second-reading debate
today of someone who currently holds a legal brothel
licence but has been implicated in trafficking and other
associated offences but has not been charged? How
does the licensing authority decide on — or prove or
disprove — the reputation of someone who holds a
licence?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
As the member identified, the person she referred to has
not been charged, so there is no proof against that
person at the moment. In granting a licence the
Business Licensing Authority (BLA) must consider
whether the applicant or applicant’s associates are of
good repute, having regard to character, honesty or
integrity; whether the applicant has sufficient financial
resources to ensure the financial viability of the
business; whether the applicant has sufficient business
ability to establish and maintain a successful business;
whether the applicant has arrangements in place to
ensure the safety of staff; whether the applicant has
arrangements in place to ensure compliance by staff
with any conditions on the licence; and whether the
business structure is transparent to ensure that all
associates are readily identifiable.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — The
minister just mentioned the phrase ‘of good repute’.
While I accept that this person has not been charged, I

Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I
would say it is exactly the place for it to be thrashed
out, because we are enshrining legislation that talks
about issues around licensing and a person who can
have a licence for a legal brothel. We are aware that
trafficking occurs in Victoria, and we are aware that
there have been a number of brothels over many years
which have been involved in trafficking. Some people
have been convicted and some people have not, but
those brothels continue to operate and people continue
to make money from trafficking women, so I think the
issue of who is a fit and proper person to hold a brothel
licence is a very important question that goes to the
absolute heart of this legislation.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
The question Ms Hartland posed was about an
individual applicant. We do not have the details of that
case, and it would not be appropriate for us to discuss
individual applications in this place; it is a matter for
the Business Licensing Authority. I can inform the
member that for an applicant to be granted a licence a
person must not have been convicted or found guilty
within the previous five years of an indictable offence
in Victoria or elsewhere which in the opinion of the
BLA renders the applicant ineligible to hold the licence.
The person must not within the previous five years have
had a sex work service provider licence cancelled. They
must not have had an associate who has been convicted
or found guilty within the previous five years of an
indictable offence in Victoria or elsewhere which
would in the opinion of the BLA render the applicant
ineligible to hold a licence. They must not have been
insolvent, under administration or in personal
bankruptcy, and they must not be a represented person
under the Guardianship and Administration Act 1986.
The individual licensing of brothels or granting of
licences for brothels is an operational matter for the
BLA.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I have
one more question on licensing. Can the government
guarantee that no current licence-holder has a known
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associate who is suspected of or known to be involved
in organised crime?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
am sorry. I am not aware of every single licence-holder
in the state, and I am not prepared to comment on that
issue.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) —
Again, this question goes to the very heart of this
legislation and is about licensing. I do not believe that
was an appropriate answer, and I would like an answer.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
suggest that if the member has any evidence that will
confirm that someone should not be holding a licence,
then she should provide that evidence to the BLA.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — That
is an interesting issue. What is the process for someone
who believes they have evidence that someone does not
have a good reputation? How do they go to the BLA
and say. ‘I believe this person is involved in trafficking.
I believe this person has an associate who is involved in
organised crime’? I am a bit concerned that it is going
to be left up to the public to do this rather than the
government, which should be enforcing this.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
There is a hotline on the Consumer Affairs Victoria
website to which those matters can be reported. When
evidence is reported Consumer Affairs, police or local
government can commence an inquiry.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — Does
the hotline accept anonymous information?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
Yes, it does.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I want to
take into account the minister’s earlier response in
divorcing the report produced by the Drugs and Crime
Prevention Committee in the last term. Having had the
luxury of being on that committee at the time, I can say
that that report put in a recommendation that there
should be a lead agency to oversee the sex work
industry. The question I would like to understand is:
was the decision to implement Victoria Police as the
lead agency in this particular bill formulated on advice
from Victoria Police or advice from Consumer Affairs
Victoria or advice from local councils?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — It
was actually an election commitment. The shadow
minister at the time consulted with a range of agencies
before deciding on his commitment.
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Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — Just
before I move on to other issues in clause 1, I want to
mention the point regarding police resource issues that
was referred to earlier. The opposition did actually seek
a briefing from the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services around the issue of police resources; both the
shadow minister for consumer protection and the
shadow minister for police made that request. A
briefing on the bill was offered by Consumer Affairs
Victoria, but there was no briefing agreed to or offered
by the police minister specifically on the concerns that
we have about police resources — concerns that are
shared by the Police Association.
With that comment I want to move on to the issues
around victim support and support services.
Recommendations 19 to 24 of the Drugs and Crime
Prevention Committee inquiry deal with a whole range
of issues relating to greater support of women in
brothels. I have already expressed my concerns about
the delays in responding to that inquiry report, so I will
not harp on that. I do want to specifically raise some
issues around victim support. Inner South Community
Health Service has run a two-year pilot project for the
redirection of sex workers who have sought assistance
to exit sex work at the street level and in brothels.
Anecdotal reports so far show that there has been a high
rate of success. It has been particularly successful in
offering a path out of sex work for the most
marginalised sex workers on the street sex work beat.
There was a terrific report on this program in the
Melbourne Weekly Port Phillip on 26 October. The
article says that the health service:
… had achieved outstanding results, with 31 per cent of
participants having reduced or ceased sex work, and 23 per
cent having reduced or ceased drug use or accessed drug
treatment.
In addition, 65 per cent of participants had been provided with
emotional support such as counselling, 42 per cent had
enrolled in study or a course, 27 per cent had received
housing support, 23 per cent had accessed employment
services, and 19 per cent were volunteering or running their
own businesses.

The concern that I wish to raise is that funding for this
program, as I understand it, has only been secured until
June 2012. It would be a great tragedy if this program
fell through because of government agency change.
The health service is quite concerned that because of
the change of lead agency from Consumer Affairs
Victoria to Victoria Police this project is now at risk of
not being continued. I understand that Victoria Police
has indicated that the funding for the program falls
outside its role. I guess this is just one example of how
the changes to the lead agency may well have broader
implications than those the government has considered.
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That is why it is important that those opposite develop a
whole-of-government approach and take on board the
inquiry’s recommendations. I am seeking from the
minister confirmation that there will be continued
funding for this successful program beyond June 2012.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — In
November 2009 the former government did provide
$230 000 for a one-year pilot. The Baillieu government
renewed and increased funding for this project and
provided $300 000 for a further 12 months. Future
funding is currently under consideration.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I thank
the minister for her response, but that is not a concrete,
tangible commitment. I would certainly hope that the
government would move quickly to allay the concerns
that those running this service have about the future of
the program. This is just one example of what could
happen with the changes to the lead agency, and I am
just wanting to highlight that there may well be other
programs that are affected in a similar way by changes
to the lead agency. This is particularly concerning if
Victoria Police has the view that funding of these types
of victim support services is outside the scope of its
work.
I want to move on to the issue of Project Respect.
Project Respect received funding from the previous
Labor government. It made a budget submission earlier
this year. I wrote to Minister Wooldridge in support of
this funding submission, and I copied in other relevant
ministers. Project Respect requires some core funding
to expand the nature of its work, and I ask whether the
state government will support core funding of this
organisation in a way similar to that which the federal
government announced yesterday.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
There is a budget process that happens every year, and I
would suggest that Project Respect make a further
submission, as it is entitled to do.
Sitting suspended 12.59 p.m. until 2.03 p.m.
Business interrupted pursuant to order of Council.

ABSENCE OF MINISTER
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
advise the house that the Minister for Planning,
Mr Guy, will be absent from question time today for
family reasons.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Nurses: enterprise bargaining
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is for the Minister for Health. Yesterday,
while the Minister for Employment and Industrial
Relations was prepared to talk about the government’s
policies in relation to private sector industrial relations,
he did not take up the opportunity to talk about public
sector industrial relations, so I ask specifically in
relation to the nurses dispute: can the Minister for
Health rule in or rule out the desirability and the
preparedness of the government to enter into a consent
arbitration process in the current nurses EBA
(enterprise bargaining agreement) negotiations?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I am
very prepared to comment and update the house on the
progress of the nurses EBA. I will not go into every
precise negotiating detail of the EBA. What I will say is
that as the EBA has progressed and there have been a
number of rulings from Fair Work Australia, the
government and Victorian hospitals have become quite
concerned that a number of union officials in the ANF
(Australian Nursing Federation) union have been
advising — —
Hon. M. P. Pakula — This ANF union thing’s not
working, mate; it’s not working.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I have got to say the ANF
union has had a number of officials advising members
of that union that they are in some way not bound by
the rules that are put out by Fair Work Australia. We
live in a country where our industrial rules are run by
the commonwealth government through its Fair Work
Act 2009, and the fair work act governs the behaviour
of both employers and employees in the workplace. It is
very important that both employers and employees
obey the rules and the decisions of the independent
umpires. I know that in 2007 the then Premier, John
Brumby, and the then Minister for Health, Daniel
Andrews, the current Leader of the Opposition in the
Assembly, made the point that the nursing union
needed to obey the rules laid down by the independent
umpire. I make the point that it is very important that
the ANF union obey the rules that are laid down by
legitimate bodies that are legislated by the
commonwealth Parliament for the purposes of
regulating industrial activity in this country.
Mr Jennings — What about consent arbitration?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Let me be very clear here. I
would say that you need to have the ANF union
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indicate that it is prepared to obey the laws of the land
and the rulings of industrial tribunals.
Mr Jennings — You don’t think they will?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — One would be concerned
about whether the ANF union would obey the rules if it
got a ruling in certain types of arbitration, arbitration
that did not in any way bind it. One would be
concerned if the ANF were to choose what rulings it
wanted to accept and what rulings it did not want to
accept. Where there is arbitration and decisions are
made by industrial tribunals you would want to be
convinced that a particular union, the ANF union in this
case, was prepared to obey the rules of the independent
umpire.
It is a concern that the independent umpire’s rules are
being flouted, and I am happy to provide some
additional figures to the chamber. I can inform
members that as of the middle of the day today
273 beds have been closed by the ANF union due to
industrial action, and 108 Victorians have had their
surgery cancelled today due to the actions of the ANF
union. The idea that you could close one-third of the
beds in the state and not impact on the safety of
patients — —
Mr Jennings — One-third? Two hundred and
seventy-three is one-third?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — The ANF union has carried
a resolution to close one in three beds in the state. The
safety of patients would be at risk if one in three beds
were closed. The ANF union should obey the decisions
of the independent umpire and open the beds.
Supplementary question
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My supplementary question is: given that the minister
has talked about the willingness of the union to comply
with the arbitration orders of Fair Work Australia, does
he have a view about whether the government is
prepared to comply with the arbitration orders of Fair
Work Australia if they come through a consent
arbitration process?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — The
government, as you would expect, is prepared to abide
by the laws of the land and the rules that are put out by
industrial tribunals. I can indicate that this week this
government, through the Victorian Hospitals Industrial
Association and the 86 health services, is prepared to
negotiate with the ANF union. Conciliation is occurring
this week through the Fair Work Australia process, and
we seek a situation where that conciliation proceeds
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constructively. But that is not helped by the flouting of
laws and rules made by tribunals and courts for the
benefit and safety of patients. The ANF union is
prepared to flout laws against the interests of patients.
Questions interrupted.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The PRESIDENT — Order! I draw the attention of
the house to the fact that we have a visitor in the gallery
who has two connections with this place. The first is a
daughter serving in the Parliament in Georgie Crozier.
The second association he has with this house is that he
served here as a Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party in
government when he was a member for Western
Province from 1973 to 1985. He was the member for
Portland in the other place from 1985 to 1988. Of
course I am referring to the Honourable Digby Crozier.
We welcome him here today.
Mr Jennings — Unfortunately the first
circumstance was not enough to get him mentioned; the
second was.
The PRESIDENT — Order! If Mr Jennings’s
mother comes into the gallery and he alerts me, I may
well extend a greeting to her.
Mr Jennings — In fact it would be a resurrection. It
would be extremely noteworthy.
The PRESIDENT — Which is why I would make
the greeting.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Questions resumed.

Vocational education and training: outdoor
recreation program
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — My question is
to the Minister for Higher Education and Skills, Peter
Hall, and I ask: is the minister aware of any recent
reports of training providers offering significant
financial incentives to enrol students in state
government-funded training programs, and if so, what
has he done about it?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I thank Mr Drum for his question,
because not only do I want to give him an answer on
this very important issue but I want to share this advice
with other colleagues in the house. The matter that
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Mr Drum has raised is a serious matter, because it has
been brought to my attention in the last two days that
members of a number of suburban sporting clubs, their
friends, and in fact anyone at all because the flyer says
the more the merrier, have been encouraged to enrol in
a certificate IV training program in outdoor recreation.

body that registers training organisations in this state. I
am advising people, by way of this statement in the
Parliament today, to think carefully about enrolling in
such programs, particularly as doing so may disqualify
them from further government support for other
training programs.

While that may sound fine on the surface, the flyer
claims that this is a training program valued at almost
$5000 but delivered to those who enrol at no cost at all.
It also makes the claim that this program will be
delivered in 15 hours over 10 sessions. Moreover, and
very disturbingly, it suggests that not only is this
program delivered at no personal cost to those who
enrol but that each person will be given $500 in cash
and their sporting club will be given $1000 as well.
However, it suggests that they need to enrol quickly
because the Victorian government is changing the
funding rates as of 1 January next year and the
incentives may then not be as generous.

The whole matter validates the need for some of the
recommendations on fees and funding put forward by
the Essential Services Commission. It also raises the
issue of quality, which is something I am determined to
address.

Members can imagine my outrage when I learnt of this,
because while the Victorian training guarantee gives
somebody who is wishing to upskill an absolute right to
participate in such a scheme, and it is true that the
public cost of supporting such a training program is of
the order of $5000, that $5000 is not provided from the
public purse for the purposes of giving a cash benefit of
$1500 of that $5000 to others, nor is it intended to fund
just 15 hours of training. Consequently there is no
doubt in my mind that this is a rip-off of the public
purse, and I have taken urgent actions to address it.
Before I outline those actions, I advise that my other
concern about this particular provision is that, as
members would know, the Victorian training guarantee
supports upskilling. If a person enrols in a certificate IV
course in outdoor recreation, they disqualify themselves
from support under the training guarantee for anything
equivalent to a certificate IV or below. That means that
if later on somebody wanted to do a traineeship or any
other certificate-level training, they would not be
eligible for government support. By taking part in this
particular scheme, encouraged to do so by people who
seemingly want to make a material profit out of it, they
may well jeopardise their vocational options into the
future.
As soon as we found out the name of the group that was
offering this scheme, I required Skills Victoria to
summons the group, and it met with them yesterday.
Payment under the 2011 service agreement has now
been suspended. There will be a full and formal
independent audit of the operations of this provider next
week. I have also alerted the Victorian Registration and
Qualifications Authority to the matter as that is the

Nurses: enterprise bargaining
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is for the Minister for Health. Can the
minister identify the number of bed closures, if any, at
Monash Medical Centre, within the Southern Health
network, that have occurred during the past two weeks
of the nurses enterprise bargaining dispute?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — We
could find the number, but I would have to take that
question on notice. What I can tell Mr Tarlamis is that
273 beds were closed around the middle of the day
today and 108 surgeries have been cancelled. I know
that a number of surgeries have been cancelled at
Southern Health, and that is likely to have an impact on
patients. Surgeries have also been cancelled elsewhere
in the state.
I think there would be great concern amongst members
of this house with the large number of bed closures that
have been enforced by the ANF (Australian Nursing
Federation), which reached almost 1000 at its peak
before the first Fair Work Australia order to outlaw
protected action. But further, the unprotected action
order, in addition to the protected action order, is
clearly now being flouted by the ANF union, including
a number at Southern Health.
Supplementary question
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister for his answer, and I welcome those
figures on the Monash Medical Centre. Can the
minister also outline the number of bed closures at
Dandenong, Casey and Frankston hospitals, which are
also part of the Southern Health network?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — Can I
just correct the misapprehension by Mr Tarlamis;
Frankston is not part of Southern Health. It is actually
part of Peninsula Health.
Mrs Peulich — He is new to the region.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
5534

COUNCIL

Hon. D. M. DAVIS — He is new to the region, but
nonetheless I take it on good faith. I will be happy to
find out that information for him, but I can indicate that
beds were closed at Peninsula Health by the ANF
union. I know a number of those beds have been
opened in recent days, which I have certainly
welcomed publicly. I have welcomed particularly those
nurses who have been determined to obey the rules of
the courts and the industrial tribunals and to open the
beds in the interests of patient safety. A number of
those nurses have been acting in the interests of their
patients, and I welcome the actions of those nurses,
including a number who have faced significant pressure
from ANF officials against opening the beds and
complying with the orders of the industrial tribunals.

Skin cancer: SunSmart campaign
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
question without notice is to the Minister for Health,
who is also the Minister for Ageing, the Honourable
David Davis. I ask: can the minister inform the house
how the Baillieu government is helping Victorians to be
SunSmart?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I am
pleased to announce to the house that the Parliament
was very fortunate to host Her Royal Highness, the
Crown Princess Mary of Denmark, at Parliament House
today. I was joined in welcoming Princess Mary by
Mr Jennings, the Premier, Mr Andrews and a number
of other MPs as well as some members of the
VicHealth board. It has been a significant day. Princess
Mary has a strong commitment to sun protection,
particularly as it has become a problem in the country
of which she is the Crown Princess.
The Victorian government will provide SunSmart with
support to the tune of around $1 million to implement a
new SunSmart campaign this summer. This campaign
is obviously timed to have maximum impact as we lead
into the summer period. The campaign will send a clear
message to Victorians that excessive exposure to sun
can be dangerous, unhealthy and life threatening. The
figures clearly show the incidence of skin cancer is
significant. The ‘Dark Side of Tanning’ campaign has
been successful over a number of years, and I
acknowledge the bipartisan nature of the focus on skin
cancer protection.
Today, though, I particularly want to put on record and
refer to the Wes Bonny testimonial advertisements, for
which the Victorian government and SunSmart are
indebted to New South Wales authorities. They lay out
the story of Wes Bonny, who was aged 26 when he
died in 2010 as a result of melanoma. The
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advertisements will air this summer as part of the skin
cancer prevention program. I particularly note the
presence of Wes Bonny’s parents at the launch, and the
tragic story they told and to which the advertisements
relate. Wes was aged 23 when diagnosed with
melanoma on his neck, but tragically within three years
he had died. That campaign is being led by the Bonny
family, who have been prepared to tell their story on
camera. His brother, his mother and his father have
been prepared to talk about what happened to Wes. The
campaign supports the need for Victorians to take the
step of protecting themselves from the sun.
I was also particularly heartened by the generous
interaction that occurred between the Princess and the
family of Wes Bonny. She spent almost 20 minutes
talking to them about their experience. She has a strong
commitment to skin cancer prevention in her own
country, which is prepared to learn from other
approaches, and obviously she has a strong history with
Australia.
This skin cancer prevention message will receive
significant support this summer, and the launch of the
campaign today by the Crown Princess is an important
step. I congratulate her on visiting the Parliament and
on her warm interaction with the Bonny family.

Nurses: enterprise bargaining
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is for the Minister for Health. I
congratulate the government on its involvement in the
program set out by the minister in his previous answer,
but I hope he does not use it as an opportunity to not
answer my question, which relates to the confidence
that he has in the numbers he has used in question time
today — the 273 beds that he says are closed because of
industrial disputation. He asserts that 1000 beds were
previously closed by the ANF (Australian Nursing
Federation) in its protected action in the industrial
dispute. What provides the minister with the confidence
to assert those numbers that he has not only repeated to
the chamber but which appear in the media and which
have also been reported to Fair Work Australia and the
Federal Court?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I am
confident of the numbers. They are provided to me by
the department and they are related to departmental
processes and analysis. I also make the point that the
concern about the safety of patients and the closures of
beds by the ANF union has been strongly accepted by
Fair Work Australia, which initially made an order to
suspend the protected industrial action that the ANF
was undertaking. It made that on the basis of patient
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safety and the risk to patients that was occurring with
the closure at that point of many more hundreds of beds
than today.
Equally, Fair Work Australia was also asked, through
an action by the Victorian Hospitals Industrial
Association (VHIA), representing 86 Victorian health
services, to rule on the unprotected action, and it made
an order about the unprotected action and said it should
stop. Indeed it said it should stop until 9 December;
Commissioner Jones put a date on that.
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in the Federal Court and ask him what is the number of
hospital beds in Victoria, or will he finally tell us the
number of hospital beds that are open, given that he can
clearly tell us how many beds have been closed?
The PRESIDENT — Order! I will let the minister
answer on this occasion, but I must say that that
supplementary question goes beyond and in quite a
different direction to the original question. It raises an
entirely different matter. Nevertheless, on this occasion
I will allow it through to the keeper.

The evidence was led by the VHIA. It was provided in
part by the department and in part by the health
services. Evidence was provided under oath by a
number of key health officials, including CEOs, senior
nurses and others involved in the administration of
hospitals. In the case of the section 418 order, that
evidence was not challenged by the ANF union; it was
accepted by the ANF union.

Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I might
add that the fair work ombudsman has also been
auditing the bed closures across the state that have been
enforced by the ANF. I do not have his figures
available, but I know that in 2007 the Age reported on
the call for nurses to stop the unlawful action and stated
that Mr Andrews said the government was prepared to
talk right throughout the night.

The point I make clear to Mr Jennings and the
opposition is that in 2007 great concern was expressed
by the then health minister, Daniel Andrews, about the
failure of the ANF union to lift bans. In fact on
22 October 2007 the ABC reported the then Victorian
health minister as saying that:

Mr Lenders — On a point of order, President, the
question was specifically regarding the number of beds
in Victoria as a base for how many were closed. The
minister is now quoting a previous minister from a
previous government on a separate matter. He was
asked about the number of beds, and he is debating the
answer.

… if bans are not lifted by tomorrow morning, the IRC could
issue a fine and hospital management could ask for Federal
Court intervention.
‘You can’t have a situation where the decisions that go your
way are fine and proper, but the decisions that don’t go your
way you can thumb your nose at’, he said.

The truth is that Mr Andrews was correct then. In 2007
the ANF union was thumbing its nose at the then
government, the then health minister, the then Premier
and the then ministry that was in charge of the state.
The ANF union has continued that behaviour in this
current dispute.
Supplementary question
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
The minister has asserted — and he says that evidence
was given on oath at Fair Work Australia — that in fact
273 — —
Hon. D. M. Davis interjected.
Mr JENNINGS — In that case, 256: that was the
number that he was confident about. Many times during
the course of the year the minister has been asked in the
chamber and through the media about the total number
of hospital beds in Victoria, and he has been unable to
answer that question. Is it necessary to get him on oath

The PRESIDENT — Order! I am inclined to
uphold the point of order, because the material the
minister is leading now in his answer to the
supplementary question has already been provided to
the house this very day in previous answers to
questions. In that sense I see it as debating the answer
rather than addressing the information that Mr Jennings
sought in his question. I point out, however, that of
course I have no ability to tell the minister how to
answer his question. The minister has 24 seconds left,
so he may well be about to come down with the
information sought.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I have to say that the ANF
union ought to reopen the beds that have been closed. I
know that if you walk through our public hospitals
now, you will see triangles that say ‘Closed by the
ANF’; you will also see signs up on the wall that say
‘Closed due to industrial action’. The ANF signs are
very visible throughout our hospital system. I suggest
that Mr Jennings get out a bit more, and he will see that
there are many beds that have been closed by the ANF
union that ought to be opened in the interests of
patients.
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Information and communications technology:
government policy
Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — I direct a
question without notice to the Minister for Technology,
the Honourable Gordon Rich-Phillips, and I ask: can
the minister inform the house of any new developments
in the technology sector which highlight Victoria’s
national and international competitiveness?
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Minister for
Technology) — I thank Mr Davis for his question and
his continuing interest in the competitiveness of the
Victorian technology sector and in particular the ICT
sector. Yesterday I told the house about the way in
which the Victorian ICT sector has developed over the
last 20 years to become an important and competitive
part of the Victorian economy. The ICT sector in
Victoria directly employs around 87 000 people,
contributes around $29 billion to the Victorian
economy and generates more than $2.5 billion in
exports. It has been a great success story for the
Victorian economy over two decades.
Yesterday I outlined the Victorian government’s new
ICT policy, Victoria’s Technology Plan for the Future,
and the way in which the government is going to drive
further investment in ICT and also, importantly, use
ICT to leverage productivity improvements in the
broader economy. Mr Davis’s question today goes to
the issue of competitiveness. One of the great indicators
of competitiveness in the ICT sector in Victoria and
indeed Australia is our capacity to attract new jobs and
new investment. I am delighted to inform the house that
in the last two weeks more than 215 new jobs in the
ICT sector in Victoria have been announced.
Last week I was privileged to attend the opening of the
new Attachmate Group offices in South Yarra. The
Attachmate Group is the 12th largest software company
in the world and the owner of the well-known Novell
networking operation. Attachmate has established its
Asia-Pacific headquarters in South Yarra and will
contribute 40 new ICT jobs to Victoria.
Following that announcement we had a further
announcement from the leading Chinese ICT company
VanceInfo, which has announced it will make
Melbourne its Australian and New Zealand
headquarters, contributing 100 new local jobs to the
Victorian economy by the end of 2012.
The week prior to that Data#3 opened a new integration
centre at Braeside. I know the member for Mordialloc
in the other place, Ms Wreford, was delighted to be
there for the opening of that centre, which will
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contribute 25 new jobs to Victoria. Yesterday I was
again delighted to announce that the Australian
professional services firm Cordelta has committed to
creating an additional 50 new jobs in Victoria by the
end of 2012.
These are fantastic announcements for the ICT sector in
Victoria. They are fantastic announcements for the
Victorian economy and the Victorian community, and
they build on the very strong record of this government
in attracting investment in the ICT sector. These
announcements build on job announcements such as
those made by Juniper Networks earlier this year and
DB Results and the opening by the Premier of the new
IBM research and development laboratory a couple of
weeks ago, which is going to contribute 150 new
research jobs in the ICT sector.
There is a great story to tell about ICT in Victoria. We
continue to grow in terms of investment and jobs, and
the Victorian government is very proud to continue to
support the growth of the ICT sector.

Nurses: enterprise bargaining
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is for the Minister for Health. On a
number of occasions during the course of the last
couple of weeks the minister has ruled in or ruled out a
number of industrial options that are available to the
government and the Victorian Hospitals Industrial
Association (VHIA). I know Alec Djoneff, on behalf of
the association, has also ruled some things in or out.
Can the minister take the opportunity to rule in or out
the option of the government pursuing personal
damages against individual nurses or individual
officials of the ANF (Australian Nurses Federation)?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — As the
member correctly intimates, the 86 health services,
through the VHIA, have taken a number of industrial
actions against the ANF union. Unfortunately the ANF
union has not followed through with that. Let me
explain perhaps for the chamber’s benefit and for
Mr Jennings’s benefit. We live in an industrial
environment that is set by Fair Work Australia. Let me
quote from 2007 in the sense that it would be helpful to
lay out some of the industrial framework so that we can
understand how this works. In 2007 the then Minister
for Health and current Leader of the Opposition in the
Assembly, Mr Andrews, said:
If at that point, the nurses union continues, not only to thumb
its nose at the Industrial Relations Commission —

a precursor to the current arrangements —
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but to thumb its nose at the Federal Court, that will be a
matter for the Federal Court to deal with.

Are members getting the drift? He went on to say:
You know, this is not about using WorkChoices. This is about
following WorkChoices. I don’t get to choose the bits of the
commonwealth law that I like and the bits that I don’t like.

That is what Mr Andrews said. He said he was a
minister in the Victorian Parliament overseeing
hospitals and working with the 86 health services and
that he lived within an industrial framework. He said he
did not get to choose the bits he liked and the bits he
does not like. He said he had to live with the law as it is.
The problem that Mr Andrews faced in 2007 was that
the ANF union would not be similarly bound by the
laws and rules of industrial tribunals.
Now the current government, the 86 health services, the
VHIA and importantly Victorian patients, who are
having their operations cancelled and their beds closed,
face the ANF union defying the laws and rules. It is
defying the decisions of independent courts, industrial
umpires who have decided that it is dangerous to close
almost 1000 beds and to propose to close 3000, 4000 or
5000 beds in our system. Closing that enormous
number of beds was the ANF’s intention; that is what
its members voted for.
Mr Jennings — You said it was 273.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — That was today, but earlier
they had almost 1000 closed. The motion at their
meetings was to close one in three beds in the Victorian
system. What I want to understand from Mr Jennings
and Mr Andrews is whether they agree with abiding by
the law.
Mr Jennings interjected.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Mr Jennings has asked
a question, and he will have an opportunity to ask a
supplementary question provided I keep him in the
house. I do not think we need him continuing to push
the question that he has already put on the record. As I
said, he will have another opportunity, which is the
supplementary question. The minister without
assistance.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — There are a number of
questions. Mr Andrews at his press conferences this
week has been very slippery and unable to answer very
directly a simple question: should the ANF union
follow the law — —
Mr Lenders — On a point of order, President,
question time is when a member of Parliament asks a
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minister a question. You cannot direct the minister, but
the minister in his answer is asking questions not just of
the shadow minister but of a former minister. What I
ask you, President, by way of point of order, is to ask
the minister to answer the question put to him on
government administration rather than debate via a
reverse question to a former minister an event in 2007
that is in Mr Davis’s mind. I ask that he not debate the
question or ask another one, but that he answer it on his
administration.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — On the point of order,
President, it is important to understand the history.
There are precedents for this. There is a very similar
pattern being followed in these disputes, and that is
helpful — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! That is debating the
point of order. I indicate that whilst I accept some of
Mr Davis’s explanation in the context that history
might well inform the house in regard to similar
circumstances that now confront the government and
that he is dealing with in administrative terms, I
nevertheless have some support for the point of order
raised by the Leader of the Opposition, because the
information just led by Mr Davis has been led by
Mr Davis in each of his answers on this topic today.
The house is already fully informed of those historic
parallels. Therefore there is a validity in the argument
put by Mr Lenders by way of point of order that
Mr Davis is now debating the matter, because we are
crossing the same ground we went over earlier. I ask
Mr Davis to move on to some other more contemporary
matters in terms of the government’s handling of this
issue.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — What is important here is
that the commonwealth law laid out in the Fair Work
Act 2009 is what frames what can occur in an industrial
environment. It is concerning that the ANF union
continues to flout the laws and the rulings of industrial
tribunals that have been legitimately arrived at through
evidence. I am concerned about those. Any
arrangements that flow from that would be required to
be within those laws. I can only agree with what Daniel
Andrews said in 2007. He said:
I implore the nurses union to cop the decision of the
independent umpire. Let’s keep on talking but at the same
time, let’s take these bans off, let’s reopen these beds.

Supplementary question
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
President, you would have noticed that I complied with
your direction to me. I would encourage the minister to
comply with the direction and also to comply with the
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expectation that he would answer the question,
specifically whether he is prepared to choose to use the
provisions that relate to personal damages. He, as a
minister, has that option, and on his track record he may
be a minister who is actually reluctant to see personal
damages pursued. I am giving him the opportunity to
demonstrate that in the exercising of his portfolio
responsibilities.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — Nobody
wants to see individual employees with penalties or
damages of any type. That is certainly my view, but the
best way here is for the ANF union to comply with the
rules, to lift the bans and to reopen the beds, as has been
asked for by Fair Work Australia. It is additionally true
that the fair work ombudsman has his own set of powers
and own set of provisions, and he has those under the
commonwealth Fair Work Act 2009.
Hon. M. P. Pakula interjected.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — He can actually make a
series of decisions. He is an independent officer, and he
may well take various actions. That would be a matter
for him as an independent officer under the
commonwealth act to take the steps that are required.
What I would say, though, is that it is important that we
go back to 2007 and understand that the then health
minister sought to take nurses to the Federal Court.

Children: early childhood infrastructure
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question today is for the Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development. Can the minister advise
the house of any recent actions undertaken by the
Baillieu coalition government to facilitate the
improvement and expansion of early childhood
infrastructure in Victoria?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — I thank the member
for his question and his ongoing interest in early
childhood issues in Victoria, particularly in his
electorate of the north-west metropolitan area.
Mr Lenders — There is no north-west. It is
Northern Metropolitan Region.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL — It is Northern
Metropolitan Region, but it is the north-west
Department of Human Services region; anyway, I was
in Mildura last week. During my visit to Mildura I was
delighted to announce the opening of the Baillieu
government’s record investment in children’s
infrastructure, a $26 million funding grant round for the
Children’s Facilities Capital program. This is the largest
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single-year investment in children’s infrastructure in the
history of this state. I am proud of this investment and
proud that the Baillieu government has delivered it. It
includes $16 million in state funding and $10 million
from the national partnership agreement on early
childhood education budget, which is money provided
to the state to use at our discretion in the
implementation of universal access of 15 hours of
kindergarten, which we are working towards.
The election commitments by the Baillieu government
to deliver $2 million to the Grovedale early learning
hub, $1 million to Barwon Heads kindergarten and
$500 000 to the Torquay kindergarten will be delivered
as part of this year’s Children’s Facilities Capital
program. We have also increased the value of grants
that children’s centres can apply for. We have lifted the
value of these grants by 50 per cent, so for integrated
children’s services the grants will be up to $1.5 million,
which will be available to children’s services and local
government bodies that wish to build an integrated
children’s centre. The grants for renovations and
refurbishments have also been lifted by 50 per cent to
$300 000 for upgrades and extensions. Details are now
available on the department’s website, and I encourage
eligible centres to apply.

Wind farms: health effects
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is for the Minister for Health. Has the minister
directed his department to conduct any research or any
review of research in relation to the possible public
health impact of wind farms? If yes, when will it be
released? If not, why not?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I think
the chamber will understand that there is a broad public
debate on the health effects of wind farms on
communities and individuals. For the benefit of the
house as much as Mr Barber, who probably knows this
material, the Senate has recently looked at a number of
these matters, and the National Health and Medical
Research Council also made some recent statements
about the health effects of wind farms. I have had
discussions with my department about the health effects
of wind farms. I have also met with a number of
community groups about the health effects of wind
farms. There are a number of views about this. I do not
believe the matter is fully settled, and I think there are a
number of points to be further discussed on this issue.
Supplementary question
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I thank
the minister, who declined to answer either yes or no to
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my question. There are 1322 approved but not yet built
wind turbines in Victoria. Actually you can scratch
15 off that total as a result of a decision by Moyne Shire
Council earlier this week. There is an extraordinary
public campaign being waged, making claims based on
pseudoscience and in some cases superstition. That
campaign is being carried on even by members of this
chamber.
Hon. D. M. Davis interjected.
Mr BARBER — Is it not the case that the minister
will not request such a review from his department
because he knows that, based on medical evidence, the
current standards that his government has put in place
in relation to noise and the limits on noise are in fact
adequate to protect human health?
Mr Viney — On a point of order, President, during
the course of the question, I noticed Mr David Davis
telling members on this side to shush. I am wondering
where in the standing orders he has the role of
President.
Hon. D. M. Davis — On the point of order,
President, I was not trying to be unhelpful. I was
actually just trying to hear Mr Barber’s question clearly,
and if he would be minded to repeat it, I would
welcome that.
The PRESIDENT — Order! On the point of order,
I think Mr Davis was quite within his rights to ask for
some quiet from the opposition benches whilst that
question was being put. He was having difficulty
hearing the introductory remarks of Mr Barber; in fact I
was also having some difficulty with that. I have to say
that today there has been a fair bit of background noise,
with a lot of conversations going on around the
chamber. At one point during the previous question a
small group of members were laughing fairly loudly
behind the Hansard staff, and I wondered whether that
was impeding Hansard’s coverage of the proceedings. I
do not uphold the point of order, and I do not think
Mr Davis was in any way being impolite in that he was
simply trying to hear Mr Barber.
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Mr BARBER — Thank you, President. I was
actually having trouble hearing myself when I was
speaking due to a noisy campaign that continues from
my left. On this issue of wind farms, there are
1322 approved but not yet built wind turbines in the
state of Victoria. If the turbines were creating a
significant hazard to human health, I would have
thought the minister and his department would have
been all over it. He seemed to indicate that he has not
requested any such review from his department, and I
put it to the minister that in fact he is well aware that the
medical evidence — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! Okay. I think we got
the rest of the question. I thank Mr Barber.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — As I
would indicate, in that first —
Mr Barber interjected.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Let me finish. I am not the
expert in this area.
Mr Barber interjected.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — What I am trying to lay out
quite fairly is that a number of sources of information
have come to me about these matters — —
Mr Barber — From your department?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I have spoken to people in
my department. I am also aware of a number of
community groups that have put information to me
about the health effects of wind farms. I am also aware
of information that has come from the Senate and other
sources. I am further aware of important health bodies
such as the National Health and Medical Research
Council, which has taken a number of positions —
initially quite a strong position and more recently a less
strong position. I would consider that there is a balance
to be struck between a precautionary approach and one
that enables development of various types to occur in a
reasonable way. I think the government’s policy does
strike some balance.

I think the part of the question Mr Davis had difficulty
hearing contained the numbers Mr Barber was referring
to in his introductory remarks. I think he was
suggesting 322 turbines were already there — or 323?

The PRESIDENT — Order! The minister’s time is
up.

Mr BARBER — Thirteen hundred and twenty-two.

Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) — My
question is to the Minister for Higher Education and
Skills, Minister Hall. Can the minister inform the house
of any outstanding Victorian achievements in the

The PRESIDENT — Order! You see? Therein is
the problem. Mr Barber might just give us that statistic
again as part of his introductory remarks so that
Mr Davis is then able to answer the question.

Vocational education and training: awards
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vocational education and training sector that have been
recognised nationally?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I thank Mr O’Donohue for his question. I
am pleased to have the opportunity to talk about
excellence in terms of both providers and people who
are the recipients of some excellent provision of
training in Victoria. The Australian Training Awards
event will be held tomorrow night in Brisbane. The
training awards are the national peak awards for the
vocational education and training sector and provide an
opportunity to acknowledge and reward organisations
and individuals for their outstanding contributions to
skilling Australia.
Members may recall that earlier in the year I spoke
about some of the Victorians who received Victorian
awards for their contributions to training. I mentioned
that those people would qualify for entry into the
Australian awards. And so it is that a number of
Victorian individuals and organisations will be in the
running for the national awards to be announced in
Brisbane tomorrow evening. Six of those are people
seeking to win individual awards: Jessica Pendlebury
from GOTAFE, Lisette Mill from South West TAFE,
Stephanie Dalton from GippsTAFE, Amanda Divola
from Bendigo TAFE, Colin Wilson from Holmesglen
and Scott Robinson from Victoria University. These six
young people have demonstrated extraordinary talents
in terms of their skills in the vocational area.
A further individual, who people may well know of, is
Peter Coyne. He is currently with Crown College and is
also a member of the Victorian Skills Commission. He
has been making an outstanding contribution towards
training in this state for a long time. Peter was the
winner of the leadership in quality award in the
Victorian Training Awards and will compete in that
section in the Australian Training Awards tomorrow
evening.
In addition to those individuals, there are organisations,
both private and public — in particular Flexible
Training Solutions, South West TAFE, SPC Ardmona,
Bendigo Senior Secondary College and the Sandy
Beach Centre — that will be in the running for awards
in Brisbane tomorrow evening.
I am sure I speak on behalf of all members in this
chamber as I wish each of those individuals and
organisations well, and I trust the excellent talents of
providers and recipients of training in Victoria will be
acknowledged and recognised through success in the
awards tomorrow evening.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — There
are no answers to questions on notice today. However,
in response to the matter raised by Mr Pakula a day or
so ago, I can indicate that I followed up those questions
and an answer will be provided to each and every one
of them.

SEX WORK AND OTHER ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Committee
Committee resumed.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! The
committee will resume on clause 1.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I recall
that before we adjourned for the lunch break I was
asking the minister some questions around Project
Respect and funding for that organisation’s work. I do
not believe the minister responded to my question.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Would the
minister like to summarise briefly so we can bring the
committee up to speed on where we are at? Perhaps she
could briefly outline her comments.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
Before lunch the member indicated that Project Respect
put in a budget bid last year. There is a budget every
year; there is a budget process this year, and Project
Respect should resubmit a funding bid to that budget
process.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I thank
the minister for that response. I certainly understand
what the process is, I just find this disappointing, given
that the coalition’s election statements around illegal
brothels talked about how it was going to crack down
on sex slavery. It has not only failed to commit
additional core funding to Project Respect’s work, but
15 months down the track it still has not responded to
the Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee’s report. I
will conclude — —
Hon. W. A. Lovell — We have not been in
government for 15 months.
Ms MIKAKOS — That is correct.
Hon. W. A. Lovell interjected.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! The
minister will have an opportunity to respond.
Ms MIKAKOS — The coalition has been in
government for almost 12 months. As I said earlier, this
report was tabled in June 2010, so I would have thought
that was ample time for the government to respond to it.
Given that the coalition made some comments about
this in its election statements seeming to suggest that it
was a priority, it is really disappointing that the
government has not committed any additional funding
to Project Respect and we are still waiting for its
response to the inquiry report.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
The member indicated that this report was tabled in
June 2010. I note that the former government, her own
party, had five months to respond to it and it did not.
We have been in government for less than 12 months.
Ms Mikakos interjected.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL — Part of this legislation
deals with some of the recommendations — 4, 10
and 19 — of that report. The report as a whole is under
consideration and a response will be tabled. The former
government could have tabled a response within the
five months for which it was still in government, but it
did not.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I find
that to be an extraordinary answer. The minister knows
that governments have six months to respond to
parliamentary committee reports, but the election
intervened. I wish Labor had had an opportunity to
respond to the report, because it would have meant that
we were still in government and able to take some
action in this area. I think it is a very poor excuse from
the minister, but I am happy to move on to other issues.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I have
a question on clause 1. The bill includes confiscation
provisions. These provisions will not affect the people
who own the buildings that house brothels, because
they do not have a licence under the act. What action
will the government take to get rid of the loopholes for
building owners? This is a real problem where someone
owns a building that a brothel is in. They are getting
extraordinary amounts of money but they are taking no
responsibility for what is happening inside the building.
If someone’s licence is suspended, a new manager
comes in and the landlord keeps on saying it is not their
fault. I think there is a real loophole in the legislation.
How will the government address that problem?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
The question presumes you can change a licensee

5541

overnight, and that is not actually the case. A new
licensee has to go through all the checks that go along
with becoming a licensed brothel. It is not just a matter
of choosing some fly-by-nighter to come in the next
day. There is a process that has to be gone through with
all the checks and balances of appointing a new
licensee.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) —
Perhaps I did not explain myself well. I understand
what the minister is saying, but I am talking about the
person who owns the building but who may not have
anything to do with the business; they just rent out the
building.
Hon. W. A. Lovell — The landlord?
Ms HARTLAND — Yes, the landlord. They are
obviously making large amounts of money. Once a
brothel is in a building, it continues to be a brothel no
matter what has gone on beforehand. I think there needs
to be some responsibility on the landlord. There is no
action against the landlord, and to me, that seems to be
a loophole.
Mr Leane — Deputy President, I direct your
attention to the state of the house.
Quorum formed.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
The processes for forfeiture of a licence do not
discriminate between a property that is owned and
operated by the same person or a property where there
is a landlord and an operator. If an offence occurs
within a property, the licence is subject to forfeiture,
regardless of whether there is a landlord-tenant
arrangement or an owner-operator arrangement. There
is still the risk that the permit to operate a brothel on
those premises could be forfeited if an offence occurs
within them.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I will
follow up on that. It is my understanding that this
actually already exists in relation to illegal brothels —
the owner of the building is prohibited from renting the
building for a period of time. It seems to me that that
actually provides a precedent. I am not sure why the
same does not occur in relation to a legal brothel.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
may not have been clear in regard to the information I
provided in my last answer. When I talked about
forfeiture, it was not in relation to the licence, it was in
relation to the property. A licensed or unlicensed
brothel would no longer be in operation on the property
and it would no longer be in the possession of the
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owner. The property would be subject to forfeiture
under the Confiscation Act 1997.

section 47 if the licence-holder is convicted or found
guilty.

Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — Am I
correct in saying that it would actually be confiscated
from the landlord?

My amendment 1 would have the effect of preventing
any unnecessary delay in commencing action to
suspend the licence after those sorts of charges are laid.
Without this amendment to this clause, there would be
a delay of 30 days — we have talked about these type
of actions; I think a 30-day delay is fairly serious — or
the time or expense of making a special application for
exceptional circumstances.

Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — In
a situation where there are illegal activities on the
property, such as the trafficking of women, then it
could be subject to forfeiture under the Confiscation
Act 1997.
Clause agreed to; clauses 2 to 6 agreed to.
Clause 7
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I invite
Ms Hartland to move her amendment 1.

If charges were laid, the police would overcome many
of the barriers set out in the inquiry report. For
example, they would need to be satisfied that there is a
prime facie case and a reasonable chance of conviction.
They have needed to overcome the reluctance of
victims to come forward — they fear being punished or
deported. They may be simply so traumatised that they
are unable to remember key events or situations.
Considering the nature of charges and the quantity of
work that must be undertaken before charges can be
laid, there is no reason to delay the process of
suspending the licence.

Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) —
Sections 48 and 48A of the Sex Work Act 1994 relate
to the disciplinary action against someone holding a
licence under the act. The impact includes altering,
cancelling or suspending the licence. One of the
grounds for taking disciplinary action is set out in
section 48(3)(f)(iii), and that is if the licence-holder has
been charged with an offence under schedule 3 of the
act.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I want to
clarify with Ms Hartland that she has formally moved
her amendment 1.

Hon. W. A. Lovell — I ask the member to continue,
but I cannot hear her.

Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I
move:

Ms HARTLAND — I think something is wrong in
the chamber today.
Hon. W. A. Lovell — The sound is echoing when
conversations are happening around us.
Ms HARTLAND — No worries. Does the minister
want me to start again?
Hon. W. A. Lovell — Yes, that would be good.
Ms HARTLAND — I refer to my amendment 1.
Sections 48 and 48A of the Sex Work Act 1994 relate
to disciplinary action against someone holding a licence
under the act. The impact includes altering, cancelling
or suspending the licence. One of those grounds for
taking disciplinary action is set out in
section 48(3)(f)(iii), and that is if the licence-holder has
been charged with an offence under schedule 3 of the
act. Schedule 3 contains very serious Commonwealth
Criminal Code offences like slavery, sexual servitude,
deceptive recruiting for sexual services, human
trafficking including trafficking children and debt
bondage offences. These are amongst the offences that
also cause an automatic cancellation of a licence under

1.

Clause 7, after line 22 insert —
‘( ) After section 48(5) of the Sex Work Act 1994
insert —
“(5A) Despite subsection (5), if an application for
a disciplinary inquiry relies on the ground
set out in subsection (3)(f)(iii), the inquiry
may start at any time.”.’.

I am sorry, Deputy President.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I
indicate that the Labor opposition will be supporting
Ms Hartland’s amendment 1. The reason we are
supporting it is, as Ms Hartland has explained, that it
would expedite the suspension of a licence where very
serious charges have been laid, including sexual
servitude charges. I hope the coalition, given its
often-stated claim when making election promises
about clamping down on illegal brothels, would support
such an amendment.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
The government respects the spirit in which this
amendment has been moved, but we will not be
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supporting it. We believe the amendment is redundant
because the existing legislation already has intent in it.
The act already allows for the 30-day delay between an
application for an inquiry and the inquiry itself to be
waived if VCAT (Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal) is satisfied there are exceptional
circumstances. Accordingly, if a licensee is charged
with a relevant offence, the applicant, the director of
CAV (Consumer Affairs Victoria), the Chief
Commissioner of Police or the local council can request
the 30-day delay be waived.
However, the 30-day period before an inquiry
commences assists the applicant to finalise material to
put before VCAT. As such, removing the 30-day period
may inadvertently hinder inquiries in relation to
whether there are grounds for taking disciplinary action
against a licensee. In the event that urgent action is
required to be taken against a licensee, the director of
Consumer Affairs Victoria has licence suspension
powers under section 106D of the Fair Trading Act
1999.
Committee divided on amendment:
Ayes, 18
Barber, Mr
Broad, Ms (Teller)
Darveniza, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Hartland, Ms (Teller)
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr
Mikakos, Ms

Pakula, Mr
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Scheffer, Mr
Somyurek, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms
Viney, Mr

Noes, 20
Atkinson, Mr
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr D.
Davis, Mr P.
Drum, Mr
Elsbury, Mr (Teller)
Finn, Mr
Hall, Mr

Koch, Mr
Kronberg, Mrs
Lovell, Ms
O’Brien, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Petrovich, Mrs
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr (Teller)
Rich-Phillips, Mr

Elasmar, Mr

Guy, Mr

Pair
Amendment negatived.
Clause agreed to.
New clause
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I now call
on Ms Hartland to move her amendment 2, which is her
proposed new clause to follow clause 7 in relation to
suspension of a licence pertaining to brothel operations.
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This proposed new clause directly tests her
amendments 4 to 13. It only tests part of Ms Hartland’s
other proposed new clause to follow clause 8, which is
amendment 3, therefore Ms Hartland is free to move
her amendment 3 regardless of the outcome of this
amendment.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I
move:
2.

Insert the following New Clause to follow clause 7 —
‘A Disciplinary powers of Tribunal
At the foot of section 48A(7) of the Sex Work Act 1994
insert the following note —
“Note
Section 74A provides that it is a condition of a permit
that the use or development of land for the purposes of
the operation of a brothel must cease during any period
of suspension of a licence.”.’.

Amendment 2 clarifies section 48A, and it provides a
note referring to the permit conditions set out in
amendment 3. Amendment 3 makes changes to
section 74 of the act. Section 74 is in part 4 of the act
and deals with planning controls on brothels, including
planning permits under the Planning and Environment
Act 1987. Section 74A stands to prevent a site being
used or developed as a brothel unless a licence under
the Sex Work Act 1994 is also held. The effect is to
extend those provisions so that if the licence is
suspended or cancelled, the use of the permit must
cease during that period. The new clause provides that
those conditions are taken to be included in all such
permits. This is a reasonable and logical extension of
the existing provisions and fits in with the intent of the
section as it stands, which is to link the planning permit
to a licence.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — The
state Labor opposition will be supporting this
amendment.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
The government will not be supporting this
amendment. It is redundant because it is already an
offence to operate without a licence or while a licence
is suspended, even if a planning permit has been issued.
Operating without a licence or while the licence is
suspended is punishable by five years jail and/or a
1200 penalty unit fine under section 22 of the act.
Currently a 1200 penalty unit fine is more than
$146 500, so it is a significant penalty.
It is also an offence under section 21A of the Sex Work
Act 1994 to operate without a planning permit, and that
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is punishable by three years jail and/or a 360 penalty
unit fine, which is nearly $44 000. Under section 77 of
the Sex Work Act 1994 failure to comply with the
requirements of a planning permit is also punishable by
a fine of 1200 penalty units. As we established earlier,
that is more than $146 500. This amendment is not
needed because it is already well covered under the act.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I
believe it is required because I think it strengthens the
act, and that is why I have moved it.
Committee divided on new clause:
Ayes, 18
Barber, Mr (Teller)
Broad, Ms
Darveniza, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Hartland, Ms
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr

Mikakos, Ms
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Scheffer, Mr
Somyurek, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms (Teller)
Viney, Mr

Noes, 20
Atkinson, Mr
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr D.
Davis, Mr P. (Teller)
Drum, Mr
Elsbury, Mr
Finn, Mr
Hall, Mr

Koch, Mr
Kronberg, Mrs
Lovell, Ms
O’Brien, Mr (Teller)
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Petrovich, Mrs
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr

Pakula, Mr

Guy, Mr

Pair
New clause negatived.
Clause 8 agreed to.
New clause
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I
move:
Insert the following New Clause to follow clause 8 —
‘A Conditions on permits for licence applicants
(1) In section 74A of the Sex Work Act 1994, for “a
condition that that use or development must not
commence unless and until the person is granted the
licence.” substitute “the following conditions —
(a) the use or development must not commence unless
and until the person is granted a licence;
(b) the use or development must cease during any
period of suspension of the licence.”.
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(2) At the end of section 74A of the Sex Work Act 1994
insert —
“(2) A permit referred to in subsection (1) that does not
contain the conditions required by that subsection
is taken to include those conditions.”.’

Amendment 3 makes changes to section 74A of the act,
which relates to the permit for the use or development
of land for the purposes of the operation of a brothel. It
is to extend it for licences suspended or cancelled. In
my mind it is quite straightforward, and the reason I am
going to continue with this — and I will divide on it —
is that the previous amendment only partially tests this
amendment. The obvious reason for doing this is to
attempt to strengthen the act and make it easier for
action to be taken.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — The
state Labor opposition will be supporting this
amendment.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
This amendment would create a new condition on a
brothel planning permit which would prohibit the use or
development of land for the operation of a brothel while
the brothel licence is suspended. The government will
not be supporting this, because the amendment is
redundant for many of the reasons that the amendment
we have just dealt with was redundant. It is already an
offence to operate without a licence or while a licence
is suspended, even if a planning permit has been issued.
Operating without a licence or while a licence is
suspended is punishable by five years jail or a fine of
1200 penalty units under section 22 of the act. As we
discovered in the answer to the last question — and this
is basically the same answer — that amounts to over
$146 500 at the moment.
It is also an offence under section 21A of the Sex Work
Act 1994 to operate without a planning permit. That is
punishable by three years jail and/or a fine of 360
penalty units, which is nearly $44 000. Under
section 77 of the act failure to comply with the
requirements of a planning permit is also punishable by
a fine of 1200 penalty units, or over $146 500. We
believe the current provisions are adequate and address
the intent of this amendment, so we will not be
supporting the amendment.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I
would not have put up these amendments if I thought
the bill was strong enough. I do not believe there is a
strong intent to act on this issue, and all I am trying to
do is make sure that this bill is as good as it can be. This
is one of the very reasons why I said we should send it
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to the legislation committee to make sure we have got it
exactly right, but the government refuses to do that.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! As
members know, I have a passing interest in a book
called Erskine May, and on page 418 of the latest
edition it reads:
A member going into the wrong lobby through
inadvertence —

in the House of Commons they vote in lobbies —
is bound by the vote actually given.

I know that members may have an interest in the result
of a previous division. The above rule would apply, but
only after the doors were locked.
Committee divided on new clause:
Ayes, 18
Barber, Mr
Broad, Ms
Darveniza, Ms (Teller)
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Hartland, Ms
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr

Mikakos, Ms
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Scheffer, Mr
Somyurek, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr
Tierney, Ms (Teller)
Viney, Mr

Ms Mikakos asked about the rank of the Victoria Police
representative in that group, and the rank is
superintendent, operations support department. She also
asked about the full composition of the group and the
ranks of its members. As we have just said, Victoria
Police chairs the group. The superintendent, operations
support department, reports to Assistant Commissioner
Andrew Crisp. Other members of the group are: a
superintendent from the Australian Federal Police,
representatives from Consumer Affairs Victoria, the
chair of the Business Licensing Authority, a
representative from the Department of Immigration and
Citizenship, the CEO of the Municipal Association of
Victoria, representatives of the Australian Taxation
Office and invitees as necessary from the Victorian
Department of Health.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! All
remaining amendments in my view have been tested by
the earlier divisions; therefore, unless there are other
matters that members wish to raise, I will put the
question that clauses 9 to 25 stand part of the bill.
Clauses 9 to 25 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Report adopted.
Third reading

Noes, 20
Atkinson, Mr
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr D.
Davis, Mr P.
Drum, Mr
Elsbury, Mr
Finn, Mr
Hall, Mr (Teller)

Koch, Mr (Teller)
Kronberg, Mrs
Lovell, Ms
O’Brien, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Petrovich, Mrs
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr

Pair
Pakula, Mr

Guy, Mr

New clause negatived.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! The
minister would like an opportunity to answer some
questions that were put earlier in the committee stage.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
Some questions were asked around a number of
meetings and the representatives on the management
group which we were unable to answer earlier as we
did not have the information on hand. To answer
Ms Mikakos’s question about how many meetings the
group has held so far, there have been two meetings of
the group in 2011 and there have also been two
subcommittee meetings in 2011.
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Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

PUBLIC INTEREST MONITOR BILL 2011
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 November; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
am pleased to rise to speak on the Public Interest
Monitor Bill 2011 and to indicate that the opposition
will not oppose the bill but will be seeking amendments
to clauses 19 and 20 of the bill in the same form that we
sought them in the other place. Those amendments
would have the effect of removing the requirement for
the Public Interest Monitor to report to the minister,
instead creating an obligation for the monitor to report
directly to the Parliament.
I am grateful to my colleague the member for Altona in
the other place, who has gone through the features of
the bill in some detail, but for the benefit of the
Council, the bill establishes a principal public interest
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monitor and a deputy public interest monitor. The
Public Interest Monitor, or PIM — I think I will use the
shorthand form for the balance of my contribution — is
about representing the public interest at hearings on
applications for covert investigative and coercive
powers, so it is a very important role.
The opposition concedes that it is important that law
enforcement authorities and corruption authorities have
those coercive powers and those telephone intercept
powers, but it is equally important that there be a
balance, and the balance is provided by having an
individual or an organisation which represents the
public interest and ensures that those very significant
powers are not abused and are not granted in
circumstances where they should not be granted.
PIM will represent the public interest in those
applications, whether they be for telecommunications
intercepts, surveillance devices, covert searches,
preventive detention, prohibited contact orders or
coercive powers orders, and PIM will have a role
wherever there are applications for extensions of,
variations to or revocations of those orders. It is
important to note that those powers relate not just to
integrity bodies but to law enforcement bodies as well.
The bill that is before the house will not be able to
commence full operation until the commonwealth
approves the telecommunications interception powers
for the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission. During the committee stage of the debate
on the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission Bill 2011 on Wednesday morning I recall
asking Minister Dalla-Riva when those
telecommunications interception powers would be
granted by the commonwealth. I also recall there being
a conversation with those in the advisers box, which I
thought was a good sign. I thought it was likely that we
would get a response, and it was quite encouraging. But
the minister returned to the table and said, ‘The
commonwealth will issue those directives in due
course’. We are none the wiser at this stage as to when
that might be. We do not know when the government
expects it to be, but for the Public Interest Monitor to
have the ability to properly exercise the powers in this
bill those commonwealth approvals are required. We
are none the wiser as to when that might be given.
In regard to the rest of the details of the bill, I do not
feel compelled to repeat them, but it is the case that an
annual report has to be provided to the responsible
minister and that has to be tabled within 14 sitting days.
Again, that is the same model for reporting that
operates in Queensland. I will come back to PIM
reports going to the minister and having to be tabled
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within 14 sitting days somewhat later in my
contribution, because it is the subject of the
amendments that the opposition plans to move. We
think they are very important.
We do not see that there is any necessity for the
minister to have any real role in the operation of the
Public Interest Monitor. In fact we think the
relationship ought to be one between the monitor and
the Parliament rather than one between the monitor and
the minister. There was a slip made by the minister —
perhaps Freudian, perhaps intentional or perhaps he just
did not know the rules of the organisation he said he
was presiding over. When he first announced the bill he
indicated that the Public Interest Monitor would be
directed by him. It was some hours later that the
minister had to front the media again to retract those
comments — —
Mr Ondarchie — Correct them.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — Mr Ondarchie says,
‘Correct them’. It depends on what the basis of the
original mistake was as to whether it was an error or
whether it was what the minister believed to be the case
until he was told otherwise by other people — —
Mr P. Davis — He misspoke.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — Mr Davis says, ‘He
misspoke’. I am sure Mr Davis has had conversations
with Mr McIntosh that he recalls, and I am glad that
some members recall their conversations better than
other members of the government. It goes to one of the
reasons why integrity measures such as these are so
important. As I have said in this house on many
occasions, we have a government that was elected on a
promise to be open, transparent and accountable, not
secretive and spin free, yet time and again we are
seeing examples — in every sitting week and in just
about every week between every sitting week — of the
government’s credentials on transparency,
accountability and integrity being beaten, battered and
torn away.
Just yesterday we saw another example of ministers
being asked specific questions in the Parliament and
their response being, ‘I have acted appropriately at all
times’. There has not yet been an example, or not one I
can recall, where a minister has been presented with a
difficult set of circumstances and has explained what
has gone on beyond an assertion of proper behaviour.
Ministers do not say, ‘Your assertion is wrong because
this is what really happened. These are the facts as I
present them to the Parliament. These are the facts as I
present them to the media’.
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We had the situation here with Mr David Davis over
the 500 Club donation. ‘I have acted appropriately’, he
said, and refused to answer any questions about what
went on. The Deputy Premier has said about the
Weston-Tilley affair, ‘I have acted appropriately’, but
he has given no detail as to what went on. The Minister
for Environment and Climate Change was asked
yesterday whether or not he absented himself from
cabinet. He refused to answer any questions and
asserted that he had acted appropriately at all times.
The Premier was asked — —
Mr Ondarchie — He was asked and he answered.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — No, he did not.
Mr Ondarchie — Yes, he did.
Mr O’Brien — On a point of order, Acting
President, there is latitude in a second-reading debate,
but this has become a rant. It is not to do with the PIM
bill, and I would ask you to draw the member back to
the bill.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — On the point of order,
Acting President, I say to Mr O’Brien, ‘Nice try’. If he
had been here in the last term of Parliament, he would
have heard members of the then opposition go on and
on about members of the government for a lot longer
than the minute and a half that I have been going on
about this so far.
Mr Ondarchie — It seems longer.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — Maybe it does,
Mr Ondarchie, but I am winding up the point. The point
is this: it is not good enough for ministers of the
government to adopt the Bart Simpson defence of ‘I
didn’t do it. Nobody saw me do it. You can’t prove it. I
wasn’t there’. When ministers are presented with
serious questions about propriety, it is not good enough
for them to just assert that nothing happened; it is not
good enough for the Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly to protect ministers by refusing to let
members of the opposition ask questions; it is not good
enough — —
Mrs Petrovich — On a point of order, Acting
President, the member is reflecting on the Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — On the point of order,
Acting President — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Crozier) —
Order! I am afraid I was speaking to the attendant and
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did not hear what Mr Pakula was saying. Mr Pakula
should continue with his point of order.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — My point of order is that
what I said was a statement of fact. The fact is that the
Speaker has refused to allow members of the opposition
to ask questions of ministers. It is a statement of fact.
Mrs Petrovich — On the point of order, Acting
President, the member has suggested that the Speaker
was preventing questions being asked by members of
the opposition.
Mr P. Davis — On the point of order, Acting
President, it is quite clear that reflections on the
Presiding Officer of the house are out of order.
Mr Pakula is reflecting on the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly, and that is clearly out of order.
There has been a consistent view in this place that
reflections on presiding officers are entirely
inappropriate.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — On the point of order,
Acting President, if members say there is a reflection on
the Speaker, I am happy to withdraw any reflection. I
am not happy to withdraw a reference to the facts of
what has occurred. I do not know whether the objection
is to the word ‘protect’ — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Crozier) —
Order! I think Mr Pakula is starting to debate this point.
I suggest there was a reflection on the Speaker, and I
ask him to withdraw.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — I withdraw the reference
to the Speaker protecting members. If that is the
reflection — —
Mr P. Davis — Just withdraw!
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — I do not know what I am
being asked to withdraw.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Crozier) —
Order! I would ask Mr Pakula to withdraw the
comments he made reflecting on the Speaker in the
other place.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — I withdraw the reflection.
Aren’t we touchy!
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Crozier) —
Order! I ask Mr Pakula to come back to the substance
of the debate and continue with his contribution.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — I am happy to do so,
Acting President. I note how touchy members of the
government are about their ministers, whether it be the
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conduct of question time, whether it be their own
conduct in question time, whether it be their refusal to
front the media, whether it be hiding out with media
advisers for hours and then releasing prepared
statements. I understand why they are touchy about all
that, and why confidence in accountability mechanisms
in this state have been eroded from the very lofty
ambitions that this government set for itself when it
came to office a year ago.
We could not possibly have heard more than we heard
from Mr Baillieu throughout 2010 about how a new era
of openness, transparency and accountability would
dawn on the state of Victoria in the event that a Baillieu
government were elected. The promises could not have
been more profound; they could not have been stronger,
and one by one they have been whittled away. They
have been ignored. They have been jettisoned by the
government, and it will take some time to again build
up trust in a government that has not lived up to its
promise to be open, transparent and accountable.
A public interest monitor will not protect Victorian
institutions, like the office of the chief commissioner,
like the office of the Director of Public Prosecutions,
from the kinds of political interference they have been
subjected to in the last 12 months.
Mrs Petrovich interjected.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — However, the office may
at least, Mrs Petrovich, have the ability to create some
confidence in the integrity measures and the decision
making by authorities that seek interception and other
kinds of coercive powers.
Our problems with the bill in its current form, and the
reason we are seeking amendments to it, primarily
revolve around the fact that the minister will receive
reports from the monitor 14 sitting days prior to them
being tabled in Parliament. I do not think it does public
confidence in the workings of PIM any good at all for
the public to know that in some circumstances the
minister is sitting on these reports for months and
months. Just to illustrate that, if the minister were to
receive a report from the public interest monitor on the
day after the final sitting day this year — that is, on
9 December — it would not be tabled in the Parliament
until nearly the end of April. What possible justification
is there for the minister to be sitting on a report for four
and a half months before the Parliament sees it? To
have a situation where the minister will have this report,
will be able to mull over it and goodness knows what
else, for months and months, prior to it being tabled in
the house, does not provide the sort of confidence and
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transparency to which the government says it is
committed.
We think the government should have drafted a bill
which had within it a provision which ensured that
there could be absolutely no perception that a report of
the public interest monitor was vulnerable in any way
to any kind of ministerial influence before being tabled
in the Parliament. With all the best intentions in the
world, if a minister gets a report on one day and the
Parliament gets it three or four months later, then the
perception that can arise is that in some way or other
there have been alterations, or some other kind of
ministerial influence, before it has been tabled in the
Parliament. Frankly, the opposition wants to avoid that
perception being created. It wants to avoid any kind of
situation where there can be a lack of confidence in the
independence and transparency of the Public Interest
Monitor.
It is incumbent on the government to explain why on
earth there should be any necessity for the minister to
have that report for three or four months before the
Parliament does. It is incumbent on the government to
make that explanation. It is not the case with reports
from the Auditor-General or the Ombudsman. There is
no obvious reason why the minister needs to have
reports of the Public Interest Monitor for 14 sitting days
before they are presented to the house. Even reports
from Mr Merkel as part of the gambling licences
review are only in the possession of the minister for
seven sitting days before they are tabled in the
Parliament. Reports of the Public Interest Monitor
ought to be tabled directly in the Parliament and not sit
in the office of the minister for 14 sitting days, or three
or four months, before they come here.
We would also make the point that whilst PIM is
important, equally the coercive or covert powers can be
very important as well, and not just in regard to the
probing of public officials. We know that without the
covert powers of the Office of Police Integrity, the
omni shambles that was the Tilley-Weston affair would
never have come to light, so they are important too, just
as are the monitoring powers of PIM. It is thus crucial
that PIM does not delay the work of law enforcement
bodies in circumstances where there is urgent action
that they need to take.
The other point I make is that the approval statistics for
the use of these powers show that few applications have
been denied. Some have attempted to suggest that that
means there has been a lack of proper oversight. I
suggest to the house that it could equally demonstrate
that the applications have been appropriately made,
well thought out, well drafted and in the proper form. I
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do not think it is a proper reflection on the activities to
date or of the individuals or law enforcement bodies
that have been engaged in those processes. The fact that
there has been a large number of applications with a
small number of denials does not of and by itself
demonstrate a lack of proper oversight. I do not think
that proposition follows from that fact at all,
particularly in an environment where there is no
suggestion — no credible suggestion, at least — that
tribunal members and judicial members have not had
absolute regard and applied absolute scrutiny to those
applications. I am sure if anybody had evidence that
any tribunal member or judicial authority had not
applied scrutiny or rigour to these applications, they
would bring that evidence forward. It is equally right to
say that there is no evidence that phone taps have been
approved in Victoria in a way that is contrary to the
public interest.
Having said all that, we think it is appropriate that the
Public Interest Monitor be created and that it be
independent. We think it has an important role to play
in ensuring that there is proper oversight of
organisations that have extensive powers, including the
power to create situations that might deny people their
reputation, livelihood or liberty. However, for the
Public Interest Monitor to be truly independent, its
primary relationship from a governmental point of view
ought to be with the Parliament and not with the
minister. That is why we will move our amendments,
and we hope they find support across the house.
Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — It is with
pleasure that I rise to speak on the Public Interest
Monitor Bill 2011, which is a bill to establish a
principal public interest monitor (PIM) and deputy
public interest monitors and to confer functions on
those public interest monitors under the Major Crime
(Investigative Powers) Act 2004, the Surveillance
Devices Act 1999, the Telecommunications
(Interception) (State Provisions) Act 1998 and the
Terrorism (Community Protection) Act 2003. The
establishment of a Public Interest Monitor is an
important step in the rollout of the government’s new
integrity reforms, many of which we have debated this
week — and we will continue to debate them during
the conclusion of the debate on the Victorian
Inspectorate Bill 2011.
PIM will provide an additional check and balance on
the significant powers available to bodies such as the
Office of Police Integrity, Victoria Police, the chief
examiner and other government agencies with the
power to apply for warrants. PIM will also be able to
apply the investigative powers to be bestowed on the
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
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(IBAC). PIM will appear at applications by law
enforcement and integrity bodies for surveillance
device warrants, telecommunication interception
warrants, covert search warrants, preventative detention
orders, prohibited contact orders and approvals of
emergency authorisations. PIM will represent the public
interest at application hearings by testing the content
and sufficiency of the material relied upon in the
application and the circumstances of the application.
PIM will represent the public interest that must be
served in those applications.
It is another example of guarding the guards, to pick up
the phrase that is often used in relation to checks and
balances. In this case PIM would do so by making sure
the important coercive powers necessary to utilise what
I suppose are some of the benefits of modern
technology — benefits that nonetheless intrude on
privacy — are not abused. It will act in the public
interest but within a regime of appropriate secrecy or
covertness so that the evidence that is sought to be
obtained is not tainted by the involvement of a public
interest test. That is why this is an important piece of
legislation. It has been well put together by the
ministerial and departmental staff who have worked
together on this as well as on the other pieces of
legislation that make up the government’s integrity
reforms. They have carefully constructed a process
whereby the public interest can be represented without
the consideration of these issues interfering with the
obtaining of important evidence through the exercise of
the powers for which the application is being made.
PIM will assist judges, magistrates and administrative
appeal tribunal members by appearing at hearings of
applications for the use of those powers. PIM will be
able to ask questions of the applicant and
cross-examine witnesses. PIM will also make
submissions to the judicial officer or tribunal member
on the appropriateness of the application. There will be
one principal public interest monitor supported by the
deputy public interest monitors, and they must be
lawyers. The bill contains several exclusions —
appropriate persons who will not be public interest
monitors but will hold suitable prosecution titles. The
Public Interest Monitor will be established as soon as
practicable after the bill is passed. The role of PIM is
critical to Victoria’s integrity system. It is vital that PIM
perform its tasks independently.
In answer to Mr Pakula, the minister’s introduction of
the Public Interest Monitor is in response to the
Ombudsman’s report. It is fair to say that, whilst there
may be questions Mr Pakula may wish to ask the
present government, there are many equally important
questions that need to be and have been asked about the
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administration of the former government, and we need
look no further than the report of the Victorian
Ombudsman tabled yesterday, which lists failures in
oversight and governance at a cost of some $1.4 billion
in a number of projects over the term of the former
government
I turn specifically to the important findings in
paragraphs 60 and 61 on page 17 of that report. It says
that there has been a lack of leadership on a number of
projects and states:
One project manager explained that senior officers have their
careers vested in the success of these projects and are
therefore reluctant to admit defeat. There was also an often
unfounded optimism that success was just around the corner
and that renewed commitments would see outcomes
delivered. Against this backdrop there was a tendency to
continue rather than terminate a project or contract, which
brought public scrutiny and criticism — not to mention
significant wasted expenditure.
In a number of projects I examined — myki, HRAssist, the
integrated court management system (ICMS), for example —
serious consideration was given to cancelling the contracts
and re-evaluating the projects.

I turn for example to paragraph 347, which relates to
the myki project when the previous speaker was the
minister. It states:
I also note the comment by the vendor in its submission to
DOT in December 2010 that ‘in April 2010 in a meeting with
the TTA, [we were] asked to present options to “slow” the
project down and delay the removal of the Metcard
equipment until after November 2010’.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Crozier) —
Order! There is no point of order. I ask Mr Pakula and
Mr O’Brien to direct their comments through the Chair.
Mr O’BRIEN — Thank you, Acting President. If
we are looking at this process of accountability and
governance and a lack of rigour or scrutiny, let us apply
some quickly to the decisions that were made.
Hon. M. P. Pakula interjected.
Mr O’BRIEN — I note the answer that, no, he did
not authorise — —
Hon. M. P. Pakula — I said publicly it would not
be taken out until Easter 2011.
Mr O’BRIEN — That is another statement I am
happy to have put in Hansard.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — I said it in the media.
Mr O’BRIEN — Thank you. Let us see what the
report says. It states:
The state election was held in November 2010. When
questioned, a witness from the TTA stated that ‘the choice of
words by [the vendor] was poor … a new CEO, a new chair
and a new minister had recently been appointed and the
message to [the vendor] was not to present any further
releases which were not fully tested and robust … they did
not wish to be on the front pages of the newspapers again’.

That is transparency, accountability and openness in
governance!

Hon. M. P. Pakula — You have delayed it for
another two years — what are you talking about?

Hon. M. P. Pakula — Mate, have a look at how
many times I was on the front page about myki.

Mr O’BRIEN — That is a question that you need to
answer, Mr Pakula, because that is what you authorised.

Mr O’BRIEN — A lot of times, Mr Pakula, but did
you have the option to cancel the contract, and did you
do that? Will Mr Pakula answer that question?

Hon. M. P. Pakula — No, I didn’t.
Mr O’BRIEN — Okay, there is an answer. That is
his first answer.
Mr Ondarchie — On a point of order, President, I
think Mr Pakula is suffering from premature
interjection today because — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Crozier) —
Order! What is Mr Ondarchie’s point of order?
Mr Ondarchie — I am asking whether he could be
restrained from interrupting so we can hear the lead
speaker for the government.

Hon. M. P. Pakula — You are asking me questions
in Parliament?
Mr O’BRIEN — The member will not answer that
one. I will turn to the bill. It is easy to apply standards
that the government did not apply — —
Hon. M. P. Pakula — You had the option to cancel
it too, but you have dug in.
Mr O’BRIEN — Picking up Mr Pakula’s
interjection, whatever options we have had have been a
lot more restricted than the options that were available
to his government for a project that blew out from some
$200 million to the price that is now being paid. I am
straying, and I will return to the bill.
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Hon. M. P. Pakula — Yes, and you are wrong, too;
it was never $200 million.
Mr O’BRIEN — Or whatever the original estimate
was.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — Yes, $1 billion.
Mr O’BRIEN — Or $1 million? Or $100 million? I
do not think it was $1 million.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — It was $1 billion.
Mr O’BRIEN — That was another estimate.
In relation to the surveillance processes, we will also
allow public interest tests in applications in relation to
surveillance devices, warrants and authorisations,
retrieval warrants, assistance orders and emergency
authorisations under the Surveillance Devices Act
1999. This will also operate in relation to
telecommunication interception warrants under the
commonwealth Telecommunications (Interception and
Access) Act 1979, subject to commonwealth approval;
covert search orders; preventative detention orders and
prohibited control orders; and coercive power orders
under the Major Crimes (Investigative Powers) Act
2004. The Public Interest Monitor will also have a role
in applications for retrievals and variations and
extensions of those warrants, which are important steps
that can be taken.
The Public Interest Monitor will be assisted by relevant
judges, magistrates or Victorian Administrative
Appeals Tribunal members in appearing at the hearings
of applications for those warrants. At those hearings
public interest monitors will be able to ask questions,
cross-examine witnesses and make submissions to the
court on the merits of the warrant application and any
terms and conditions that ought to be imposed.
Briefly in relation to the suggestion from the opposition
that the referral should go straight to Parliament, as was
proposed by way of an amendment circulated in the
lower house, this bill provides for an appropriate level
of independence of public interest monitors for them to
be able to carry out their important tasks. As has been
stated, they are to be appointed by the Governor in
Council for a fixed term. They can be removed from
office only if the Governor in Council forms a view that
they are unfit to hold office. They are not subject to the
Public Administration Act 2004, and they are also
required to avoid any conflicts of interest.
The bill requires the principal public interest monitor to
provide an annual report that will include a summary of
the performance of the functions of PIM and the public
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interest monitors and statistics on the applications
made, withdrawn and refused. The bill provides that the
annual report will be tabled in the Parliament by the
minister within 14 sitting days after receiving the
report. That is the same process that currently exists for
the commissioner of law enforcement data security, the
child safety commissioner, the privacy commissioner
and the public sector standards commissioner.
The proposed amendments sought to alter this process
to provide that the Public Interest Monitor must table
reports directly to Parliament. However, the tabling of
reports directly to Parliament is generally required only
in relation to extraordinary powers of independent
officers of the Parliament, officers who receive referrals
directly from the Parliament or officers who can be
removed only by the Parliament, such as the
Ombudsman; the Auditor-General; the director, police
integrity; the special investigations monitor; the
Commissioner of the Independent Broad-based
Anti-Corruption Commission, subject to the
Governor’s assent to that bill; and the Victorian
Inspectorate’s Inspector, subject to that position coming
into effect if the bill is passed later this afternoon.
The reporting mechanism in the first instance to the
minister, who must then table the report in Parliament
within 14 sitting days after receiving the report, is an
appropriate mechanism. For those reasons the
government will not be supporting the opposition’s
proposed amendments. It is an important oversight
provision. It will assist in establishing the broad suite of
policies that will restore integrity to government,
including governance and management. Therefore I
commend the bill to the house.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — The
Public Interest Monitor Bill 2011, which we are now
debating, is an important piece of legislation. It enables
public interest monitors to appear on behalf of the
public and represent their interests. It will be used for
applications for various covert investigation and
coercive power orders and will provide further
safeguards for applications for these orders. The
functions of the public interest monitors (PIMs) are to
appear at application hearings to test the content and
sufficiency of information and the circumstances of the
application, to ask questions of the person giving
information on the application and to make submissions
on the appropriateness of approving the application and
any other functions conferred by law.
Under clause 3 of the bill the public interest monitors
will oversee the following applications before and
during hearings: coercive powers of Victoria Police and
the chief examiner under the Major Crimes
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(Investigative Powers) Act 2004 — and it is interesting
that we were just talking about another amendment to
that act and the contempt of the chief examiner earlier
today — surveillance device warrants, retrieval
warrants, assistance orders and approvals of emergency
authorisations by Victoria Police, the Office of Police
Integrity, the Department of Primary Industries, the
Department of Sustainability and Environment and the
Australian Crime Commission when applying for
warrants regulated under the Victorian Surveillance
Devices Act 1999.
It will also oversee telecommunications interception
warrants by Victoria Police and the Office of Police
Integrity under the commonwealth
Telecommunications (Interception and Access) Act
1979, subject to other necessary commonwealth
legislative amendments which will be required before
this act can actually come into operation, which is why
it does not have a date of proclamation in clause 2.
PIMs will also oversee covert search warrants,
preventative detention orders and prohibited contact
orders by Victoria Police under the Terrorism
(Community Protection) Act 2003.
A PIM or deputy PIM will also be involved in
applications for extensions, variations and revocations
of orders and warrants. It is an extensive piece of
legislation with important oversight functions. The
types of orders and applications that it oversees are
outlined in clause 3.
The Greens will support this bill, but we do have some
questions about it. There are various opinions about the
role of the Public Interest Monitor and whether it is
needed or whether the courts are able to fulfil those
functions as they stand currently.
I note that the minister in his second-reading speech
talked about applications for telephone interceptions.
He said that all 424 applications by Victoria Police and
the Office of Police Integrity were approved in the last
year and that in the last year no agency’s application
has been refused. In relation to surveillance device
warrants he stated that 421 of the 423 applications in
the last three years were approved. I am not sure if that
is implying that because they were approved,
something is wrong. It may be that the court heard the
arguments put by the applicants and found that the
applications were warranted.
I followed that up and looked at the Victoria Police
annual report 2010–11, pursuant to the Surveillance
Devices Act 1999, regarding applications for
surveillance devices during that period, which was
referred to by the minister in his second-reading speech.
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I looked at the two warrants that were refused. The first
application was refused by Justice Coghlan on
1 February due to lack of evidence implicating the
target in the offence. That written decision was to be
supplied by Justice Coghlan in due course; I have not
seen that decision. The second application was refused
because conversations to be monitored were between a
solicitor and the target. The refusal was based on
solicitor-client privilege, which seems reasonable. So
even though only two were refused, very good reasons
were given for refusing them. An argument could be
put that the courts are fulfilling the role well, as they
always have. Having said that, we understand the
arguments for having a Public Interest Monitor, and we
will be supporting this bill but with some queries.
One of the queries goes to the appointment of the
public interest monitor and deputy monitors by the
Governor in Council. I will not go into too much detail,
because people can read the long debate we had on the
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
(IBAC) about the appointment of such officers —
officers of the Parliament, heads of statutory authorities
and persons such as public interest monitors. It is our
view that these positions should be appointed by an
independent office or a commissioner of public
appointments, as exists in the UK. Public interest
monitors should be appointed in that way. We have
stated that many times and have moved a motion in the
Parliament about it.
As I said in my contribution to debate on the IBAC bill,
I feel that the establishment of such a body would be an
enhancement to what the government is trying to
achieve, which is enhancing the whole integrity system
across Victoria. Removing those important public
sector appointments from the government and putting
them in the hands of an independent office for public
appointments would be a good step forward for
Victoria. I note that a PIM cannot be appointed for a
term longer than three years, and that is a good thing.
Part 3 of the bill goes to the functions of the Public
Interest Monitor. In some ways these are
straightforward, in that a PIM will:
… appear at any hearing of a relevant application to test the
content and sufficiency of the information relied on and the
circumstances of the application …

and basically represent the public in questioning
whether or not the application should be approved. One
of the questions about that which has been raised with
us by the Federation of Community Legal Centres and
has been raised in other conversations and debates in
the community is about the role of the Public Interest
Monitor in actually overseeing the compliance of the
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applicant, be that the police or IBAC or any other
agency that has the power to apply for one of these
orders or warrants, with the terms of the order or
warrant.
Is the role of the Public Interest Monitor only in the
actual application of the order? PIM has a role in the
revocation of orders as well, but it is not clear whether
PIM has a role in monitoring compliance with the bit in
between — that is, when the order is in place and the
surveillance device is in place and surveillance is being
carried out. I will be asking the minister a question
about that, because it is an important role which does
not appear to be in the bill. However, I am not sure
whether that precludes PIM from acting in that way.
Clause 16 requires PIM to avoid actual and potential
conflicts of interest. Of course that almost does not
need to be said, but it is good that it is in the bill.
Clause 17 establishes strong confidentiality
requirements for PIMs, including those who have left
office, for the obvious reason that people in that
position have access to very confidential information
that they should not disclose either while in the position
or later.
Clauses 19 and 20 are important, because they go to the
issue of who PIM reports to. Under this bill PIM reports
to the minister. This relates to what I have said before
about enhancing integrity and keeping things at
arms-length from the government, particularly when we
are dealing with an important oversight body such as
this. PIM will be a very similar body to SIM (special
investigations monitor). SIM is required by section 30P
of the Surveillance Devices Act 1999, for example, to
inspect the records of Victorian law enforcement
agencies using surveillance devices under a warrant or
emergency authorisation in order to determine the level
of statutory compliance by the agencies and its law
enforcement officers. SIM has a role in monitoring
compliance with orders, which does not appear to be
part of PIM’s role. SIM also reports directly to
Parliament. I would have thought that the Public
Interest Monitor was a similar organisation, even
though technically the monitor is not an officer of the
Parliament — —
An honourable member interjected.
Ms PENNICUIK — Perhaps the public interest
monitor should be as an officer of the Parliament, as is
the special investigations monitor. The public interest
monitors will be carrying out and subsuming the roles
of the special investigations monitor, who is an
independent officer of the Parliament. These are
important issues in terms of maintaining the
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independence of the role in the sense that PIM both be
and be seen to be totally independent of the
government. At the moment that is not the case and it
cannot be seen to be the case, given the PIM role is not
that of an independent officer of the Parliament and
involves reporting to the minister. I think it would be
better if PIMs were independent officers of the
Parliament.
In terms of monitoring the use of surveillance devices,
telephone intercepts and coercive powers, it is also
unclear what is the crossover between the role of the
Victorian Inspectorate and that of the Public Interest
Monitor. That is not clear partly because we do not
have the full range of the provisions of the integrity
system that the government is in the process, let us say,
of setting up.
Part 5 of the bill amends the Major Crime (Investigative
Powers) Act 2004 to enable PIMs involvement in
proceedings under that act. Under part 2 of that act
Victoria Police, for the chief examiner, can make an
application to the Supreme Court for a coercive powers
order to investigate an organised crime offence. The
amendments to the principal act contained in part 5 of
this bill give PIMs a role in any hearings relating to
applications for and extensions, variations and
revocations of coercive powers orders. As noted, it
seems PIM will have no role in overseeing the
operation of those orders, as is the case at the moment.
Part 6 amends the Surveillance Devices Act 1999 in a
way similar to that involving the amendments just
mentioned to the Major Crime (Investigative Powers)
Act 2004. These provisions apply where Victoria
Police, the OPI, the Department of Primary Industries,
the Department of Sustainability and Environment and
the Australian Crime Commission, when applying for
warrants regulated under Victorian legislation, make
applications for warrants, orders or authorisations under
the Surveillance Devices Act 1999. Clauses 32 to 42 set
out all the obligations of PIM that are part of
applications, determinations and revocations involving
the various organisations that can make applications for
surveillance device warrants, retrieval warrants,
assistance orders and emergency authorisations et
cetera.
Clause 42 amends section 30K of the Surveillance
Devices Act 1999, entitled ‘Report to judge or
magistrate’, to require a chief officer of a law
enforcement agency to report to a judge or magistrate
as to whether PIM was notified of the revocation of a
warrant by the chief officer and the reasons the device
is no longer needed. Under this amendment a judge or
magistrate who receives a report can ask PIM to make
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submissions as to how the information record is used.
PIM can make submissions in person or by phone, fax,
email or in any other reasonable way. The bill also
allows applications to go ahead in the absence of PIM if
the application is an emergency one and PIM cannot be
contacted in the time frame. However the relevant
information would immediately or as soon as
practicable be sent to PIM.
In part 7, clause 43 inserts a new part dealing with the
functions of the Public Interest Monitor in the
Telecommunications (Interception) (State Provisions)
Act 1988. Part 8 inserts a new part in the Terrorism
(Community Protection) Act 2003 that allows PIM to
be notified of applications under that act for covert
search warrants, preventative detention orders,
extensions of preventative detention orders, variations
or revocations of preventative detention orders,
prohibited contact orders or variations or revocations of
prohibited contact orders. That is actually very
welcome, because those provisions — for example, the
preventative detention orders, which have secrecy
attached to them — are controversial. To have the
Public Interest Monitor involved in overseeing
applications for those measures is good.
Clause 52 amends the Ombudsman Act 1973 to
provide that nothing in that act authorises the
Ombudsman to inquire into or investigate any
administrative action taken by a PIM. This will put PIM
into a position similar to that of the Director of Public
Prosecutions, courts, judges, magistrates, the
Auditor-General, local government, the Victorian
Electoral Commission and a few others.
I mentioned that one of the issues we have is whether
PIM is able to oversee compliance with conditions of
warrants or orders. I would be interested to hear if
government speakers could reply to that. If not, I will
ask the minister the question during the committee
stage. I have to say again that it is difficult to make a
full assessment of every detail of the bill without
having the full package of the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission, the Victorian
Inspectorate and the Public Interest Monitor to see how
they relate to each other and how they interact with the
integrity bodies that are already up and running in the
state of Victoria. I think that is still an ongoing issue.
With those comments, the Greens will support the bill.
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak on the Public Interest Monitor Bill 2011 and,
before I speak on it, I point out that the opposition has
already declared that it is not opposing the bill.
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The provisions of the bill include details of the role of
the Public Interest Monitor in applications for
telecommunications, interceptions, surveillance
devices, covert searches, preventive detention,
prohibitive contact orders and coercive power orders.
There is also a provision regarding the regulatory
procedures around the terrorism powers that exist
currently. The Public Interest Monitor will also have a
role in relation to applications for extensions,
variations, revocations and retrievals of orders already
granted by other integrity bodies. The bill provides for
the establishment of a principal public interest monitor
and deputy public interest monitors who, according to
the requirements of this legislation, will have legal
qualifications. They will be appointed for a three-year
term by the Governor in Council. Their role will be
principally to represent the public’s interest.
It is true that applications for covert operations and
phone tapping have increased in recent years, but I
wonder whether by applying yet another level of
bureaucracy there may be a capacity to impede or
hinder the process of a critically important law
enforcement operation when time is of the essence. At
present the judiciary is responsible for giving assent to
applications made by law enforcement agencies for
covert investigations. The bill implies that our own
well-established integrity bodies are insufficient or
incompetent to continue their current role without an
additional layer of scrutiny but are themselves exempt
from the jurisdiction of the Ombudsman Act 1973 and
the Whistleblowers Protection Act 2001.
The bill also proposes to incorporate an annual report
mechanism, which will go directly to the minister and
not to this Parliament in the first instance. The public
interest monitors should be able to report without fear
or favour and stand independent and apart from the
political system. Having said that, I support the
amendments to be proposed by Mr Pakula.
Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — It is a delight to
have the opportunity to join in the debate on the Public
Interest Monitor Bill 2011. I want to make some very
brief remarks because I think it behoves us to recognise
that this is one of three pieces of legislation in the
Parliament in the current context of establishing the
integrity system which the Baillieu government took to
the 2010 election. In 2010 the government issued a
policy statement titled Victorian Liberal Nationals
Coalition Plan for Integrity of Government, which went
to a number of principal proposals in relation to
integrity in government. In addition there was a detailed
policy statement in relation to the Independent
Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission (IBAC). One
of the issues that has emerged is the complexity of
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ensuring that all the powers requisite for proper
oversight of the integrity mechanisms are in place, and
indeed that that oversight protects the public interest.
Hence we come to the bill today.
The bill seeks to ensure that, consistent with the
position of government, as part of the matrix of
oversight and integrity of legislation the enforcement
bodies, such as they are, are subject to robust oversight.
In relation to that oversight it is clear that there are
opportunities in relation to protecting the public interest
for the appointed principal public interest monitor
(PIM) or deputy PIMs to assist in relation to
applications that come before state and federal judicial
officers and the Administrative Appeals Tribunal, to
which I will refer in a moment.
For me in particular it is interesting to note in relation to
telecommunications interception warrants, that in 2010
alone Victoria Police and the Office of Policy Integrity
made 424 applications and that, in fact, none of the
applications were refused. I think that statistic on its
own merits makes the case that we need to ensure that
the public interest is protected. Given the coercive and
investigatory powers that will be introduced in
subsequent legislation for the establishment of IBAC,
there is a need for another layer of scrutiny and public
interest monitoring and, in effect, protection. PIMs will
also apply in the case of the investigatory powers to be
bestowed on the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission. In relation to IBAC and
other agency applications, PIMs will be able to ask
questions of the applicant and cross-examine witnesses.
PIMs will also make submissions in relation to the
appropriateness of an application.
I think it will be useful for me to summarise some of
the points that have been made during the course of
debate. Without wanting to provoke the ire of the
shadow minister, who led the debate, I noted an
inconsistency in the approach to making a case for the
opposition’s position. Its argument was on the one hand
to say it was going to support the legislation but on the
other hand to use the opportunity to go on a what is
sometimes described in this place as a rant about
various aspects of the bill and to reflect in inappropriate
parliamentary terms on members in another place. I
was delighted when the Presiding Officer in this place
ensured that the proper standards of parliamentary
debate were maintained. At the risk of provoking a
response from the opposition, I mention just one
word — Justin. If one is going to talk about integrity,
let us talk about that one word, ‘Justin’. I am sure the
member on the other side understands precisely what I
am alluding to, and I will not invite further debate on
that point.
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Ms Pennicuik, representing the Greens, assumed that
the public interest monitor would assume the functions
of the special investigations monitor, and that is clearly
not the case. I had an intervening discussion with
Ms Pennicuik while another speaker was on their feet. I
tried to understand the point that Ms Pennicuik had
made. What I need to say quite precisely about the role
of the special investigations monitor (SIM) is that the
government has publicly committed that the Victorian
Inspectorate will assume the role of the SIM in relation
to the pieces of legislation that facilitate the operation of
the special investigations monitor. Is that okay?
Ms Pennicuik — Yes.
Mr P. DAVIS — Ms Pennicuik raised issues during
her contribution to the debate. She is having some
challenges trying to assemble the jigsaw of the complex
matrix of the oversight arrangements under the various
arrangements put in place by the Victorian Inspectorate
Bill 2011, the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011 and the Public
Interest Monitor Bill 2011. What I have just said is that
clearly the role, which was raised by Ms Pennicuik, of
the accountability and function of the special
investigations monitor will be taken up by the Victorian
Inspectorate, which will assume that role in relation to
legislation over which the special investigations
monitor operates.
Having said that, I want to generally move on to a
summarising point — that is, this bill is critical in terms
of protecting the public interest and ensuring the matrix
of oversight arrangements is in place to ensure that we
have the highest level of integrity and scrutiny of all of
those mechanisms that will allow Victoria to regain and
recover the position which we perhaps once held when
we were seen to be the state that was completely free of
any unethical and corrupt behaviour in government.
Unfortunately the last few years of the previous
administration raised some questions.
For that reason members of the Liberal Party and The
Nationals, in an earlier debate this week, at about
3.30 in the morning, said that from about 2004 we were
advocating to pick up the policy principle of putting in
place the equivalent of an IBAC in the Parliament,
including when moving motions in this house, and in
the public space. I am delighted, I have to say, that a
motion I moved in this chamber in June 2004 has at
long last come into effect with the implementation of
the integrity of government proposals that the
Parliament is considering.
Considering the committee stage is next — we have
been advised that there are some proposed amendments
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to this bill that will be moved by the opposition, which,
I understand, there will be some debate about in the
committee stage — and that there is a further bill
relating to the IBAC arrangements, the Victorian
Inspectorate Bill 2011, which has to be discussed in a
committee stage today, I think I would be doing a
kindness to all concerned if I completed my remarks by
urging all members of the house to support the
second-reading motion of this bill. I believe that will be
the case so we can then go on to the committee stage.
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misconception about the role of the Victorian
Inspectorate and the role of PIM. There is a conflation
of what these bodies do. In simple terms, if I could be a
little agricultural about it, I would describe PIM as
being an advocate as opposed to having an oversight
function. The Victorian Inspectorate is the body which
has the oversight function, as opposed to PIM, which
stands in the public interest, as per the title, and which
then provides an advocacy function in relation to
applications before any tribunal or any jurisdiction
where that application is made.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Committed.
Committee
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I request
leave for Mr O’Brien to join me at the table.
Leave granted.
Clause 1
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) —
During the second-reading debate I raised the issue of
the ability of the public interest monitor, who is called
‘a monitor’, to monitor compliance with orders as
opposed to overseeing applications for orders and
warrants and applications for revocation. I refer to the
bit that is in between — that is, the implementation or
operation of an order or warrant. It seems I have not
expressed myself well enough. The SIM (special
investigations monitor) is in place to monitor
compliance; the Victorian Inspectorate will be put in
place, and it looks like it will monitor compliance or
subsume the role of the SIM, including in relation to the
new IBAC (Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission). It is an expanded role. The SIM does not
have this role now, because there is no IBAC in place.
My question is: why would the role of overseeing
compliance not rest with the Public Interest Monitor
(PIM)? It has been put to us in submissions by
members of the legal community that that was the
appropriate role for the Public Interest Monitor, if and
when the role of the special investigations monitor is
wound down because of the new system coming into
place. That is my first question on clause 1.
Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — I may be able to
expedite the discussion. If I understand the point that
Ms Pennicuik is seeking to tease out, she is expressing
a view that there are stakeholders who perhaps have a

The conceptual difference here is between the notion of
oversight and the notion of advocacy. In short, that
would be a rudimentary way of disseminating the
difference in perception. I understand why there would
be a different construct or perception around that issue,
and it may be that the minister would like to add to
those remarks.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — Mr Davis
was correct. The Public Interest Monitor will not
interfere with the investigative procedures of Victoria
Police. The role of the Public Interest Monitor is to
assist judges in determining whether or not an
application should be approved. PIM provides
front-end accountability.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister and Mr Davis for their explanations
and clarifications of the questions that have been put to
me. I will make sure people are apprised of them, and
maybe they will have a response.
Clause agreed to; clauses 2 to 18 agreed to.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
move:
1.

Clause 19, lines 9 and 10, omit “give the Minister” and
insert “prepare”.

I wish to speak very briefly to this amendment. I
covered this ground during the second-reading debate.
It is the view of the opposition that it would be more
appropriate for the Public Interest Monitor to report
directly to the Parliament rather than to the minister.
We see no need for the minister to have the report of
PIM for 14 sitting days before it is viewed by the
Parliament. In certain circumstances that could mean a
delay of up to four and a half months before the
Parliament receives the report the minister has had. At
other times it will obviously be less than that,
depending on the sitting schedule. We think moreover
that the relationship ought to be one between PIM and
the Parliament. We just see no need for, if you like, a
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third wheel to be involved, that being the office of the
minister. The effects of the amendments are all to
ensure that the reports are laid before the Parliament
rather than that occurring after they have been in the
possession of the minister for 14 sitting days.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Just before
I call the minister, I should have indicated to Mr Pakula
that I am advised that his proposed amendment 1 is a
test of his proposed amendment 2 to clause 19 and
amendments 3 to 7 to clause 20. Therefore if Mr Pakula
wants to speak to any of the other relevant
amendments, that is fine.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — No.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! We will be
working on the basis that consideration of amendment 1
will be a test of all remaining amendments proposed by
Mr Pakula.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — The
Greens will support the amendment put forward by
Mr Pakula. It is our view that the government is in a
process of setting up a new integrity system for
Victoria. I think that right from the start any major
organisation set up in that particular process should be
at arm’s length from the executive government in its
first establishment and forever after, and that is why I
suggest that appointments not be made by the Governor
in Council on the recommendation of the minister but
that there be an independent public body to do that, and
that reports from these major bodies go straight to the
Parliament and not to the minister. For that reason we
will support the amendment.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank the
members for their points raised in terms of the
amendments proposed in committee by Mr Pakula. The
principal public interest monitor is required under the
bill to provide an annual report that will include a
summary of the performance of the functions of public
interest monitors and statistics about applications made,
withdrawn and refused. I am advised that the current
process under the bill is the same process that exists for
the commissioner for law enforcement data security,
the child safety commissioner, the privacy
commissioner and the public sector standards
commissioner.
The amendment seeks to alter this process to allow the
principal public interest monitor the ability to table the
annual report directly in the Parliament. I remind
members that the ability to table an annual report
directly in the Parliament is an extraordinary power
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generally confined to independent officers of the
Parliament, officers who can receive referrals directly
from Parliament or officers who can only be removed
by the Parliament, such as the Ombudsman; the
Auditor-General; the director, police integrity; the
special investigations monitor; and, in future, the
Commissioner of the Independent, Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commissioner and the Inspector of the
Victorian Inspectorate.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! If there is
nothing further, I will put Mr Pakula’s proposed
amendment 1 to clause 19, which is as I said a test of all
his subsequent amendments to both clause 19 and
clause 20.
Committee divided on amendment:
Ayes, 18
Barber, Mr
Broad, Ms
Darveniza, Ms (Teller)
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Hartland, Ms
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr

Mikakos, Ms
Pakula, Mr
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Scheffer, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr (Teller)
Tierney, Ms
Viney, Mr

Noes, 20
Atkinson, Mr
Coote, Mrs
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr D.
Davis, Mr P.
Drum, Mr (Teller)
Elsbury, Mr
Finn, Mr
Hall, Mr

Koch, Mr
Kronberg, Mrs
Lovell, Ms
O’Brien, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr (Teller)
Ondarchie, Mr
Petrovich, Mrs
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr

Somyurek, Mr

Guy, Mr

Pair
Amendment negatived.
Clause 19 agreed to; clauses 20 to 54 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Report adopted.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
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LIQUOR CONTROL REFORM FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 November; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) — The
community puts a great deal of trust in those who hold
liquor licences in this state. We expect them to act
responsibly in delivering a product which, if abused,
can lead to social issues and violence. At the same time
the community recognises that with proper regulation
and if the correct processes are used in supplying
alcohol, celebrations can be remembered and good
times had.
This bill will introduce a 5-star rating system with
associated incentives for licensees to encourage
responsible management of their businesses in
supplying alcohol to the public. Similarly, a demerit
point system will be used to keep track of any
infringement of the regulations surrounding liquor
supply.
This bill will recognise cottage industry brewers and
wine producers by modernising the existing regime
surrounding vignerons. It will close any loopholes,
ensuring that if an outlet is supplying packaged liquor,
it is required to hold the correct packaged liquor
licence. The star rating system will encourage greater
self-management of licensed venues, ensuring that they
adhere to the laws and regulations placed upon those
serving liquor. If an incident occurs, then a star is lost in
the rating system, and this will lead to a higher licence
fee being inflicted on the licensee. Conversely, if a
licensed premises does not incur an infringement, then
they will be rewarded with lower fees and an increase
in their star rating.
This system will assist in dealing with the issues over
the long term by using a carrot-and-stick approach,
because enforcement by the industry is the best way to
ensure compliance. Demerit points will also be used to
deal with non-compliance incidents covered in
sections 108(4), 119 and 120 of the Liquor Control
Reform Act 1998. These offences relate to the presence
on licensed premises of minors or intoxicated persons.
Each incident will incur one demerit point. If a venue
reaches 5 demerit points, a 24-hour suspension of the
licence is able to be inflicted. If the venue reaches
10 demerit points, a 7-day suspension will be used as a
penalty. If a venue operator does not get the message, a
28-day suspension will be inflicted upon the accrual of
15 demerit points.
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A demerits register will be established by the Victorian
Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation so
that licensees can be notified of an infringement and the
number of infringements they have accumulated.
Similarly, the Victorian Commission for Gambling and
Liquor Regulation will be authorised to publish demerit
points and star ratings of all licensees so people have
full information about the performance of a licensed
venue. This bill creates the new regulation powers
needed for the star-rating scheme to be prescribed in the
Liquor Control Reform Regulations 2009.
The Liquor Control Reform Further Amendment Bill
2011 introduces a new beer and wine producers licence
which allows supply of the licensee’s own product to
any other licensee; the supply of the licensee’s own
product from the licensed premises for off-premises
consumption; the supply of any liquor, including the
licensee’s own product, from the licensed premises for
on-premises consumption; and the supply of the
licensee’s own product by way of email, telephone,
facsimile transmission, internet or other electronic
communication, including where supply includes
delivery. A producer can apply for an additional
component to the licence to allow for supplying their
produce at a second venue, be that a cellar door in the
main street or a market or festival. This new beer and
wine producers licence replaces the vignerons licence
and reflects the growth of farmers markets and the
interest this government has in promoting business in
tourism regions.
Some circumstances may permit producers gaining the
beer and wine producers licence. These include where
the licensee grows their own fruit and makes the liquor
themselves; where the licensee grows their own fruit
and the liquor is produced somewhere else in
circumstances where the licensee has financial
responsibility for its production, such as leasing
fermentation equipment or contracting out the
production; where the licensee buys fruit from someone
else and produces their own liquor from it either on site
or with financial responsibility for the production of the
wine elsewhere — and that would be very important
during times where you have a drought affecting a crop
or you have had some other sort of event occur which
has greatly damaged a crop — or where the licensee
brews their own beer on the licensed premises or has a
financial responsibility for its production elsewhere.
I will move on now to packaged liquor. Packaged
liquor should be sold under the appropriate packaged
liquor licence. Unfortunately there have been instances
in which an outlet using a general licence has sold
packaged liquor exclusively. A general licence costs
$831 per year, while a packaged liquor licence incurs a

LIQUOR CONTROL REFORM FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Thursday, 24 November 2011

COUNCIL

fee of $1662. At the moment this applies to eight
outlets. However, to avoid planning issues related to
packaged licence applications, these outlets will be
required to pay the higher fee amount while
maintaining general licences in name. In the future
licence applications will be dealt with to ensure that the
inequity in fee between the two licences does not
disadvantage those who have taken up the packaged
liquor licence option.
This bill will also assist in the live music area. Live
music is not just entertainment; it employs thousands of
people who wish to share their art with an audience.
Musos can hone their skills, play original pieces and
develop a name for themselves in the pub and club
scene. In August a report by Deloitte found that live
music contributes over half a billion dollars each year to
the Victorian economy, which sounds much better than
the previous government could ever do. One of the
objectives of the bill is to make amendments to reflect
the importance of live music in licensed venues.
Imagine if live music had not been allowed in a country
like Ireland; we would not have U2. I like their music,
so I would be quite upset if Bono and The Edge were
not around. Licensed venues play their part not only in
being a place of entertainment but in spreading culture.
We can all agree on the importance of observing Anzac
Day as a mark of respect for the sacrifice our
servicemen, servicewomen and members of the
merchant navy have made and continue to make for the
security of our nation. This is why when in opposition
the coalition supported amendments to the act to
prohibit the sale of liquor between 3.00 a.m. and
12 noon on 25 April. Unfortunately those restrictions
do not include BYO permits, and this fault will be
amended. However, RSL venues will remain exempt,
so servicemen and servicewomen who belong to those
clubs will still be able to enjoy each other’s company,
have a quiet drink after going to the march in their local
town or city or even, if so inclined, have a bit of a tipple
after the dawn service.
The current act prohibits venues intended primarily for
the use of minors from obtaining a liquor licence. On
the whole this is not a bad idea, but when undertaking
legitimate fundraising activities these restrictions have
caused unintended issues. Under the Liquor Control
Reform Further Amendment Bill 2011 such premises
may obtain a licence from the Victorian Commission
for Gambling and Liquor Regulation if the commission
is satisfied that the application does not pose a risk of
supply of alcohol to minors. As a government we have
also brought in secondary supply laws, which will be
vigorously enforced at such events.
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The previous government made amendments that
removed the director of liquor licensing’s ability to
allow bottle shops to trade on Good Friday and
Christmas Day. This restriction was not understood,
and a number of venues have been ‘allowed’ — and I
say that with some emphasis — to trade on those days.
These venues and others have shown a desire to serve
their customers on those days to provide one last bottle
of wine for Christmas dinner or a bottle of brandy for
the pudding. Amendments in this bill attend to these
issues.
The bill ties up a few loose ends that have developed
over the years and undertakes house cleaning of the act.
In item 8 of schedule 2 of the act there is a reference to
section 114(d), which was repealed, and the bill
replaces that with a reference to section 114(2).
Section 11A(6) of the act refers to section 11(4), which
was repealed last year, and it will now make reference
to section 11(5).
Alcohol regulation is important, and other measures the
government has undertaken include an $800 000
investment in the Step Back. Think. campaign to try to
deal with issues of violence inside and outside licensed
venues. It is about taking responsibility for ourselves,
taking a step back and not making a rash decision when
we have had a few too many. As mentioned earlier, the
government has acted against the secondary supply of
alcohol to minors. We feel the decision should be made
exclusively by a parent, in consultation with their
young adult or teenager, as young people approach an
appropriate age to access alcohol. The steps taken in the
Liquor Control Reform Further Amendment Bill 2011
provide for improved regulation, and it goes without
saying that I support the bill.
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — The
opposition will not be opposing this legislation, and I
flag at the outset that I would like the bill to go into
committee briefly. I have a few questions to ask the
minister on clause 18 of the bill.
As Mr Elsbury indicated, the bill seeks to amend the
Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 to do four things: to
introduce a demerit point system for licensees and
permittees; to introduce a new licence type for wine and
beer producers; to recognise the importance of live
music in the objects of the act; and to make some other
minor and technical arrangements. The bill for the most
part does implement the coalition’s election
commitments — which is why the opposition is not
opposing the legislation — to introduce a 5-star rating
system and a demerit point system for licensees and
permittees, to recognise the importance of live music
and to introduce, as I say, this new category of wine
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and beer producers licence to replace the vignerons
licence which currently exists.
By way of background I take the house back to the
watershed report, tabled in the Parliament in 2006, of
the parliamentary Drugs and Crime Prevention
Committee on its inquiry into strategies to reduce
harmful alcohol consumption, which was undertaken in
2004. I found on reviewing that report in preparation
for considering this legislation that its recommendations
and contents are as relevant today as they were five and
a half years ago. That is because the inquiry delved into
the many issues involved in alcohol consumption and
laid bare many of the serious questions that arise for the
community when alcohol is consumed in excess
without regard for one’s own or other people’s
wellbeing.
The grim reality is that after tobacco, alcohol is the
second-most common cause of preventable deaths, and
amongst many sections of our community it is not even
thought of as a drug. The Drugs and Crime Prevention
Committee’s inquiry found that we need to change our
attitudes to the consumption of alcohol, which is of
course a product that is embedded in Australian and
Victorian culture. The committee supported the view
that real and lasting cultural change would require a
wide range of coordinated economic, social,
environmental and community approaches that
challenge the prevailing cultural norms about alcohol
and alcohol-related problems.
It found that while harmful alcohol consumption is in
many ways structural, it is the responsibility of
individuals to learn to use alcohol responsibly, and it is
also the responsibility of the industry and of outlets to
ensure that the supply of alcohol is managed with an
eye to the public good. The committee also found that
the state plays a critical role in the development and
enforcement of laws and regulations in the interests of
community wellbeing.
The use of the term ‘harmful alcohol consumption’ to
some extent overlooks the fact that no level of alcohol
consumption is actually good for you, contrary to many
public perceptions. It is just that if alcohol is consumed
in moderation, people get by because they figure the
impact on their health and safety is acceptable.
Successive governments have tackled these issues, and
the debate on this legislation is an opportunity to put
some of the issues into perspective.
The previous Labor government well understood the
enormity of the social costs of harmful alcohol
consumption, which is why the Bracks government
gave the alcohol reference to the Drugs and Crime
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Prevention Committee in the first place and why its
departments worked so hard and so thoroughly on the
165 recommendations that the committee made. In May
2008 Restoring the Balance, Victoria’s alcohol plan
which was to take us up to 2013, in part grew out of the
Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee’s work.
Restoring the Balance contained some 35 actions in the
areas of health, community education and liquor
licensing and enforcement, as well as specifically
working on alcohol-related harm.
One of the important things we learnt — and I certainly
learnt this through my work with the Drugs and Crime
Prevention Committee on the alcohol inquiry — was
that there is no silver bullet and that social and cultural
change require many approaches. Labor’s Restoring the
Balance action plan developed approaches to educating
the community about the effect of alcohol consumption
on increasing the potential for violent behaviour.
There was also a campaign to raise public awareness of
what individuals themselves can do to take
responsibility for themselves and take care of other
people. The Good Sports program was another Labor
initiative that has been very effective in assisting
sporting clubs to create safer, more family-friendly
environments. I remember talking to operators of sports
clubs who were amazed at how their clubs became
more frequented by local families and community
members when they took a firmer stand on controlling
alcohol consumption. They found that the community
expected them to take control, not just give in to worse
and worse behaviour as patrons drank more and more
and got rowdier and rowdier, often frightening children
and making others uneasy.
Labor also established the Safe City taxi ranks,
extended train and bus services — including late-night
services — and made changes to planning regimes,
ensuring that local councils keep an eye on the density
and location of outlets and the safety around licensed
premises. Labor also strengthened police powers,
especially in entertainment precincts, where
troublemakers can be banned for periods of up to
72 hours and, with the approval of a court, up to
12 months.
Labor made changes to licensing conditions,
introducing a risk-based licensing structure which
meant that the greater the risk of harm a premises posed
to its clientele, the higher its licensing fee. We also
increased the number of compliance inspectors and
doubled the penalties for supplying liquor to intoxicated
customers and for permitting drunk and disorderly
persons to be on the licensed premises, to name just a
few of the very many initiatives that were introduced

LIQUOR CONTROL REFORM FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Thursday, 24 November 2011

COUNCIL

over the last decade. In many ways the provisions in
this bill continue the thrust that was adopted by the
previous Labor government and, to be fair,
governments before that. I certainly compliment the
government for introducing this bill, because it does
take us forward.
As I said earlier, the bill introduces a demerit point
system for licensees and holders of permits and a new
type of licence for wine and beer producers. It
recognises the important role of live music in
entertainment spots. Basically the demerit system is a
point system where compliance breaches incur a
demerit point, which is a fine or payment on the part of
the licensee. A demerit point can be exacted for
supplying alcohol to intoxicated persons, supplying
liquor to minors or permitting minors on the premises at
all. This approach has proved effective on our roads,
and I see no reason why it could not be successful in
licensed premises. As I said, when we are in the
committee of the whole I will seek some clarification
on proposed section 86H of proposed part 4A, but we
will come to that by and by.
The provisions in the bill also enable the introduction of
a 5-star rating system, whereby licensees can achieve
status and a fee discount by actively complying with
licensing regulations. This is an excellent idea in
principle, and the opposition will wait to see the details
of the scheme the government plans to introduce
through regulatory changes. The new type of licence
that has been devised for wine and beer producers will
enable them to supply liquor as wholesalers, in the form
of packaged liquor, for on-premises consumption and
for direct sale to the public. As I understand it, there
will be only one license required for all types of supply
and sale.
I believe that the measures contained in this bill will be
welcomed. As I indicated earlier, they follow the
incremental steps that successive governments have
introduced and that have made some difference in
reducing harmful alcohol consumption. But alcohol
remains the cause of a great number of harms to the
health and wellbeing of members of the community. It
contributes to and is a major cause of family violence,
violence and bloodshed on our streets, road trauma,
many diseases that reduce life expectancy and quality
of life, and it costs the Australian community around
$8 billion a year out of a national budget of around
$300 billion, which is a very significant amount. On the
other hand, the production of alcohol and its marketing
and sale is important to the economy, and many people
have deep cultural attachments to this drug that are not
easily removed. Then again many of us felt the same
way about tobacco, yet over many years of consistent
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work we have been able to make it less acceptable than
it was.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — This
is a very straightforward bill that the Greens will be
supporting. I will not go over the technical details
because the two previous speakers have done that.
However, there are two provisions in the bill I would
like to comment on which I thought were particularly
good. The first is the simplification of licensing and
permits for vignerons and small beer producers. When
we were debating similar legislation last year I spoke to
a number of those people who explained how
complicated it was to have to get new licences all the
time. This bill will make it that much easier, and I think
it is a really good idea.
The second one which attracts me a great deal is the
demerit point system. While we still have risk-based
licensing, the demerit point system will provide the
opportunity — or the stick and the carrot — to make
sure that licensed premises behave properly. I think a
demerit point system is a good idea. With those few
words, the Greens will support this bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Committed.
Committee
Clauses 1 to 17 agreed to.
Clause 18
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — My question
relates to clause 18 which inserts new section 86H into
the Liquor Control Reform Act 1998. Under this
provision the minister may suspend, cancel or delay a
suspension. I guess the opposition has some concern or
disquiet that the discretion given to the minister in this
section of the principal act may undermine public
confidence in the demerit point system, and I am
seeking some reassurance from the minister. My
question is: can the minister give the committee some
examples of where the cost to the community might
outweigh the benefit of the suspension?
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — In response to Mr Scheffer’s question
about new section 86H, basically I understand the point
Mr Scheffer is making. The discretion that is provided
to the minister in this regard is in recognition of the fact
that it needs to be applicable to a variety of
circumstances. Essentially the intention of this
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provision is that it would apply in exceptional
circumstances, where as Mr Scheffer said, the benefit
outweighed the cost. An example of that would be an
event at the MCG, the Boxing Day test or something
like that, where the licensee had been subject to
suspension but the public interest in having a licensee
operating at the venue at an event like that outweighed
the benefit of the suspension. It would be in only very
exceptional circumstances at very significant public
events where that provision would be used.
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — I guess what
flows out of that is whether the government will
articulate or make public the conditions that might need
to be satisfied for the minister to make that kind of
determination. I understand the example the minister
gave, which is fair and reasonable, but does the
government or the minister intend to issue some
document where there might be a checklist or
something?
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — Going back to the earlier point, the
intention of this section is for it to encompass
circumstances as they may arise on an exceptional
basis. The requirement of the provision is for the
minister to be satisfied. Obviously this would be done
in a context of public scrutiny. In the same way as the
demerit points will be recorded on a website, a
minister’s decision to override a suspension would also
be publicly recorded on a website. It would be done in
the context of specific events at the time, and the
balance has to be determined by the minister because it
has to be to the minister’s satisfaction. But, as I said, it
would be done for significant events and it would be a
public decision, because it would be recorded on the
website where the demerit decision was recorded.
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — I understand
the issue of flexibility, that you cannot lock down every
single contingency that might arise and that we charge
ministers with the responsibility of exercising
judgement, which is their job. I want to press the point
that it is possible to set some parameters, such as in the
example the minister gave, that would clarify for the
public that the minister did not make just an arbitrary
decision — because the licensee is a mate, for example.
You would need some kind of objective test, as I have
just put in response to what the minister said when
responding to my earlier question. It may well be that a
body of cases would start to be developed as each
section was agreed to and that was put on the website.
What I am asking is: would the government then pool
that, so that we would start to get a profiling of what we
are really talking about here, and so that there is some
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benchmark against which people can see that the
demerit system is working fairly?
Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — I want to lend
my voice briefly to this bill. I would like to lend my
support, as a former licensee and as a supporter of live
music, to the object in clause 1(c):
to provide in the objects of the Act for recognition of the
importance of live music.

That is in contrast to the previous regime where those
factors were not considered. I would like to make that
point very briefly. These factors will be considered, I
imagine, but I will leave the minister to answer more
fully.
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — In response to Mr Scheffer, certainly the
point he makes is a good one. The government does not
envisage that there would be a large list of examples of
this nature, because this is an exceptional circumstances
provision and the type of example where it would be
applied would be like the example at the MCG, as I
described earlier. The provision would apply to
circumstances of that magnitude and nature, so it would
have a very limited application. Ultimately patterns
could be developed around the individual cases, I
guess, but we would not envisage that there would be
many cases at all.
Clause agreed to; clauses 19 to 35 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Report adopted.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING REFORM
AMENDMENT (SKILLS) BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
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Read first time for Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for
Higher Education and Skills) on motion of
Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips; by leave, ordered to be
read second time forthwith.
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Statement of compatibility
For Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher
Education and Skills), Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips
tabled following statement in accordance with
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act
2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (charter act), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Education and
Training Reform Amendment (Skills) Bill 2011.
In my opinion, the Education and Training Reform
Amendment (Skills) Bill 2011 (ETRA skills bill 2011), as
introduced to the Legislative Council, is compatible with the
human rights protected by the charter act. I base my opinion
on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill
The primary purpose of the ETRA skills bill 2011 is to amend
the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 (ETRA) to:
(a) clarify that TAFE institutes and adult education
institutions have the power to operate outside Victoria;
and
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The bill proposes to extend some provisions of the ETRA that
apply to work placements. Currently, there are some gaps in
the coverage of those work placement schemes as an
unintended consequence of recent legislative changes.
One of the features of the existing legislation for work
placements is that, while a student is actually on placement
with an employer, the educational institution does not have a
duty of care in relation to the care and control of the student,
and the institution and its staff are not liable for a legal action
for breach of such a duty. These rules are set out in
sections 5.4.10 and 5.4.18 of the ETRA. The reason for these
provisions is that it is not practicable for an educational
institution or its staff to exercise care and control of students
who are, during a placement arrangement, absent from the
institution and actually under the supervision of the placement
employer in that employer’s workplace.
In extending the scope of work placement arrangements, the
bill will also extend to the same extent the scope of the legal
protection of educational institutions and staff during
placements.
This change does not appear to limit the procedural right to a
fair hearing of a civil proceeding. Rather, it is a change to the
substantive law relating to the legal liabilities of educational
institutions and their staff in relation to students.
Conclusion

(b) overcome gaps and technical problems in the existing
ETRA that authorises work placements and to ensure
WorkCover protection to students and their host
employers.

I consider that the Education and Training Reform
Amendment (Skills) Bill 2011 is compatible with the charter
act.

Human rights issues

The Hon. Peter Hall, MLC
Minister for Higher Education and Skills
Minister responsible for the Teaching Profession

1.

Human rights protected by the charter act that are
relevant to the bill

The ETRA skills bill 2011 potentially engages the following
human rights protected by the charter act:
Section 17: protection of families and children
Section 17(2) of the charter act states that every child has the
right, without discrimination, to such protection as is in his or
her best interests and is needed by him or her by reason of
being a child.
This charter act right is promoted by a number of proposed
amendments in the bill. The amendments will correct
technical matters in the ETRA which currently, but
unintentionally, exclude some students from accessing work
placements and WorkCover protection, on the basis of their
age or the provider they are enrolled with. The amendments
will enable more Victorian secondary and TAFE students
(including some young people under 18 years) to participate
in work placement programs with eligibility for WorkCover
protection as a result.
It appears that the bill does not limit this right.
Section 24: right to a fair hearing
Section 24 of the charter act states that a party to a civil
proceeding has a right to have the proceeding decided by a
competent, independent and impartial court or tribunal after a
fair and public hearing.

Second reading
Ordered that second-reading speech be
incorporated into Hansard on motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Incorporated speech as follows:
This bill proposes urgent amendments to the Education and
Training Reform Act 2006 as it affects two issues in the
higher education and skills portfolio.
The first set of amendments will clarify that TAFE institutes
and adult education institutions may deliver programs and
services outside Victoria, whether interstate or overseas. It
had been thought, until recently, that these powers already
exist in the act. On that basis, a number of TAFE institutes
and adult education institutions conduct substantial operations
outside Victoria, including maintaining campuses, delivering
educational services online and undertaking other ventures on
a commercial basis. These have been important parts of their
functions, and have been generally supported.
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However, recently doubts have arisen as to whether the
current wording of the act is technically sufficient to authorise
such activities. The bill will therefore make minor
amendments to put beyond doubt the ability of TAFE
institutes and adult education institutions to operate outside
Victoria.
The second set of amendments are to the provisions that
authorise the conduct of practical placements and work
experience programs for students of vocational education and
training providers, and work experience and structured
workplace learning placements for students of secondary
education providers.
As members may be aware, vocational education and training
students undertake practical placements for the purpose of
instruction and training in specific occupational skills. These
placements are a formal part of many vocational education
and training programs.
Under the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 and
related provisions of the Accident Compensation Act 1985,
students undertaking practical placements would be eligible
under WorkCover in respect of workplace injuries during
those placements. However, there are gaps in that coverage
which this bill seeks to close.
The current act provides that students of vocational education
and training providers registered with the state regulator, the
Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA),
can undertake practical placements. However, on 1 July 2011,
a new commonwealth regulator of vocational education and
training was established. It is called the Australian Skills
Quality Agency, or ASQA. It is estimated that about half of
vocational education and training providers in Victoria will be
registered by ASQA. As a result, students of
ASQA-registered providers may fall outside the provisions of
the state legislation that provides WorkCover protection. The
bill will make the necessary changes to state law to enable
these students to undertake placements and have this
protection. Complementary commonwealth regulations may
be necessary for this to be fully effective.
The bill will also correct a cross-reference to the provision
under which state-regulated providers are registered, to ensure
that there are no gaps in eligibility for WorkCover of students
of Victorian-regulated providers while on placements.
The bill also deals with work experience placements
undertaken by secondary students who are enrolled in TAFE
institutes and TAFE divisions of universities. In contrast to
practical placements, the purpose of work experience
placements is not formal occupational training. Rather, they
provide a secondary student with experience of the
workplace, as part of their general secondary education.
While most secondary students are enrolled at schools, there
are a number who complete their final years of secondary
education with TAFE providers or other secondary education
providers that are not schools.
This bill therefore aims to ensure that secondary students at
TAFE providers can undertake work experience in the same
way as their contemporaries enrolled at schools, and to ensure
that students of non-school secondary education providers are
also covered. Students on these placements will have
protection under WorkCover.
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The bill also contains a number of validation provisions.
These are designed to validate past actions of TAFE institutes
and adult education institutions in conducting operations
outside Victoria. They also ensure that students who
undertook placements in the past, and their host employers,
will have the same protection under WorkCover and other
provisions of the legislation as if these amendments had been
in force at that time. Although these validations relate to
matters in the past, they are designed to legitimise actions that
had been carried out in good faith at the time in the belief that
they were authorised under the legislation. In the case of the
validation of placements, the validation provisions are
beneficial in nature.
While these amendments could be seen at one level as minor
machinery amendments, their urgent passage is required to
ensure that the operations of TAFE institutes and adult
education institutions outside Victoria are not impaired, and
to ensure that students can continue to undertake work
placements with eligibility for WorkCover protection in the
event of injury.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned for Ms MIKAKOS (Northern
Metropolitan) on motion of Mr Leane.
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 1 December.

TRANSPORT LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT (MARINE SAFETY AND
OTHER AMENDMENTS) BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time for Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for
Planning) on motion of Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips; by
leave, ordered to be read second time forthwith.
Statement of compatibility
For Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning),
Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips tabled following statement
in accordance with Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (charter act), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Transport
Legislation Amendment (Marine Safety and Other
Amendments) Bill 2011.
In my opinion, the Transport Legislation Amendment
(Marine Safety and Other Amendments) Bill 2011, as
introduced to the Legislative Council, is compatible with the
human rights protected by the charter act. I base my opinion
on the reasons outlined in this statement.
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Overview of the bill
The bill makes a range of changes to the Marine Safety Act
2010 and other legislation designed to improve safety
outcomes and increase the effectiveness of marine regulation.
The bill makes various amendments to the Marine Safety Act
2010 to facilitate the commencement of that act. Some of
these include —
ensuring that persons operating hire and drive vessels
are subject to the same duty of care as operators of
recreational vessels;
facilitating better renewal procedures for marine licences
and permissions;
enabling Victoria to recognise certificates issued by
class societies and other international authorities;
establishing an accreditation scheme for persons
providing services to the director, transport safety; and
providing regulation-making powers for the transfer of
commercial certificates.
This bill extends the scope of the hoon boating scheme so that
the sanctions of embargo, impoundment and forfeiture apply
to the active pursuit of wildlife, as defined by various
offences under the Wildlife Act 1975.
The bill also clarifies marine pollution responsibilities and
cost recovery provisions by ensuring that the Secretary of the
Department of Transport has the power to recover any costs
incurred in marine operations where discharge of pollutants is
successfully prevented.
The bill also adjusts the regulation of Victorian ports in
response to the review conducted by the Essential Services
Commission in 2009 into its price-monitoring regime for the
sector. This includes repealing the Victorian channels access
regime and refining the regulatory role of the Essential
Services Commission.
The three-year sunset clause into regulation of towage at the
port of Melbourne is repealed by the bill.
Human rights issues
In my opinion, the bill does not limit any human rights.
In respect to the extension of powers of seizure,
impoundment, immobilisation and forfeiture to combat ‘hoon
boating’ to certain marine wildlife offences, I am of the
opinion that no charter right is limited. While the exercise of
the powers may operate to remove an individual’s proprietary
rights, and the fair trial right in section 24(1) of the charter
may be engaged, in my opinion, insofar as the provisions
raise charter rights, the provisions are reasonable and
proportionate.
Conclusion
I consider that the bill is compatible with the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 because it does
not raise any human rights issues.
Matthew Guy, MLC
Minister for Planning
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Second reading
Ordered that second-reading speech be
incorporated into Hansard on motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Incorporated speech as follows:
The bill makes a range of amendments to the Marine Safety
Act 2010 and other legislation designed to improve safety
outcomes and increase the effectiveness of marine regulation.
In particular, the bill extends the new hoon boating scheme to
cover offences which endanger or harm marine wildlife.
The Marine Safety Act, passed by Parliament in September
last year with the support of the coalition parties, then in
opposition, is a substantial piece of legislation. Unfortunately
the bill was rushed through the Parliament by the then Labor
government without adequate opportunity for proper scrutiny.
During the debate I was critical of the government’s abuse of
parliamentary process in relation to this act, so it is not
surprising that a large number of amendments are now
necessary.
Overwhelmingly, these amendments are practical measures
that give better effect to the intent of the act and the marine
safety regulatory scheme.
Proposed regulations to support the act are currently
undergoing an exhaustive consultation process with all
elements of the recreational and commercial marine sectors.
While some finetuning is always required when major new
regulatory regimes are being put into place, I can assure the
Parliament and industry stakeholders that the coalition
government is allowing adequate time to fully discuss the
changes and get things right — for example, the formal
consultation period on the proposed regulations was doubled
from one to two months.
The extension of the hoon boating scheme to protect marine
wildlife is the government’s response to reports of a number
of ugly incidents during the last boating season — tragically
highlighted by the killing of a two-month-old dolphin off
Portsea, apparently struck by a boat or jet ski.
The Wildlife Act 1975 contains a range of offences to protect
marine mammals and other marine wildlife, and the bill
brings these offences within the scope of the hoon boating
provisions.
Modelled on the hoon driving laws, the hoon boating scheme
was introduced from September 2010 when water police were
empowered to place an embargo notice on a recreational
vessel which had been operated in a dangerous manner and to
order a person involved in operating a vessel dangerously off
the water for up to 24 hours.
From 1 September this year, police were empowered to seize
vessels, impound vessels and seek forfeiture of vessels.
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This bill extends the scope of the hoon boating scheme so that
the sanctions of embargo, impoundment and forfeiture apply
to the active pursuit of wildlife, as defined by various
offences under the Wildlife Act.
This means the hoon boating provisions will be able to be
used by authorised marine wildlife officers.
Among the other amendments in the bill, some of the more
significant changes include:
ensuring that operators of hire and drive vessels are
covered by the same statutory duty of care as operators
of recreational vessels;
allowing Victoria to recognise certificates that are
recognised by the commonwealth; and
facilitating better renewal procedures for marine licences
and permissions.
The bill improves consistency across the transport portfolio
by aligning the regulatory framework for issuing marine
infringement notices with the regulatory framework for other
transport infringement schemes within the Transport
(Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983.
The bill also contains amendments to the regulation of
Victorian ports in response to the review conducted by the
Essential Services Commission in 2009 into its price
monitoring regime for the sector. The bill:
repeals the Victorian channels access regime; and
refines the regulatory role of the Essential Services
Commission.
Finally, the bill also makes a series of minor, miscellaneous
and machinery changes to improve the operation of the
marine and ports sectors.
These include:
repealing the sunset clause for regulation of towage
services at the port of Melbourne;
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CRIMINAL PROCEDURE AMENDMENT
(DOUBLE JEOPARDY AND OTHER
MATTERS) BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time for Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA
(Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations)
on motion of Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips; by leave,
ordered to be read second time forthwith.
Statement of compatibility
For Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations),
Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips tabled following statement
in accordance with Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (charter act), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Criminal
Procedure Amendment (Double Jeopardy and Other Matters)
Bill 2011.
In my opinion, the Criminal Procedure Amendment (Double
Jeopardy and Other Matters) Bill 2011, as introduced to the
Legislative Council, is compatible with the human rights
protected by the charter act. I base my opinion on the reasons
outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill
This bill amends the Criminal Procedure Act 2009 to:
(a) reform the common-law rules against double
jeopardy by providing that a person may be tried
again in certain circumstances;

transfer of marine pollution control functions back to the
Department of Transport;

(b) improve early prosecution disclosure in summary
proceedings;

clarifying that the Secretary of the Department of
Transport can recover costs incurred in marine pollution
incidents where discharge occurs or is likely to occur;

(c) clarify that deemed convictions from an
infringement notice form part of an offender’s
criminal record for the purposes of sentencing.

establishing an accreditation scheme for persons
providing services to the marine safety regulator; and
providing regulation-making power for the transfer of
commercial certificates.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned for Hon. M. P. PAKULA
(Western Metropolitan) on motion of Mr Leane.
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 1 December.

Human rights issues
Section 26: right not to be tried or punished more than once
The primary right engaged by the proposed double jeopardy
reforms is the right not to be tried or punished more than once
in section 26 of the charter act. The proposed exceptions to
the double jeopardy rule impose a limitation on the right in
section 26 of the charter act but in my view they do so in a
way that can be demonstrably justified under section 7(2). In
summary, this is because of the tightly defined circumstances
in which retrials are permitted, the limited categories of
offences which may be retried, and the procedural protections
in the proposals which guard against abuse of process by
police or prosecuting authorities.

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE AMENDMENT (DOUBLE JEOPARDY AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2011
Thursday, 24 November 2011
The prohibition on double jeopardy is a longstanding
common-law right. It has been recognised in major
international human rights treaties as well as in the Victorian
charter act. The fundamental purpose of the rule against
double jeopardy is to ensure fairness to accused persons by
ensuring that they are protected against being the subject of
multiple prosecutions. It also protects the legal system by
ensuring that there is certainty and finality to criminal justice
processes. However, the right may be subject to reasonable
limitations that can be demonstrably justified in accordance
with section 7 of the charter act.
The limitations on the double jeopardy rule proposed in the
bill are exceptions relating to: (1) fresh and compelling
evidence; (2) tainted acquittals; and (3)
administration-of-justice offences. I consider that, together,
these exceptions serve purposes which are valuable and
important. Their primary purpose is to ensure that individuals
acquitted of serious crimes are not able to escape punishment
where compelling new evidence of guilt emerges or where it
is clear that the original acquittal was ‘tainted’ in some way
by an orchestrated perversion of the original trial which
resulted in the acquittal. The exceptions also achieve other
important goals such as promoting community safety, fair
hearings and just outcomes, the interests of victims of crime
and public confidence in the criminal justice system.
The bill tightly defines the circumstances in which retrials
may be allowed with respect to each of the three exceptions.
In relation to all three exceptions to the double jeopardy rule,
the DPP must apply to the Court of Appeal to set aside the
previous acquittal or remove it as a bar to further proceedings.
The Court of Appeal must be satisfied that one of the three
exceptions applies and that a fair new trial is likely.
The ‘fresh and compelling’ evidence exception applies only
to the most serious categories of offences, including murder,
manslaughter, arson causing death, serious drug offences and
serious forms of rape and armed robbery. In addition, the
exception will only encompass evidence that is reliable,
substantially and highly probative against the person that
would not have been able to be produced by the prosecution
at the original trial with reasonable diligence.
The extent of the tainted acquittal exception is also limited in
various ways. For instance, it only applies to offences with a
maximum penalty of 15 years imprisonment or more. Further,
an acquittal will only be tainted if the Court of Appeal is
satisfied that it is more likely than not that, but for the
commission of the administration-of-justice offence, the
accused person would have been convicted in the original
trial. Similarly, the administration-of-justice offence
exception is limited to indictable offences and the Court of
Appeal must be satisfied that there is fresh evidence of the
commission of an administration-of-justice offence by the
accused in relation to the previous acquittal.
In addition, the bill builds in various procedural protections
which guard against abuse of process by police or prosecuting
authorities. Together with the specific limits with respect to
each exception outlined above, these procedural protections
ensure that the limitations on the rule against double jeopardy
are reasonable. For instance, subject to an urgency exception,
the bill provides that the police cannot carry out or authorise a
police reinvestigation in relation to a person who has
previously been acquitted of an offence unless the DPP gives
written authorisation.
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Slightly different considerations apply in considering whether
the limitations on the right in section 26 of the charter act are
demonstrably justified in relation to the three exceptions. In
relation to the ‘fresh and compelling’ evidence exception, as
the original acquittal was the result of a proper process based
on the evidence available at the time, the limitation is more
onerous to justify. However, because of the more limited
scope of this exception and the importance of ensuring that
individuals acquitted of serious crimes do not escape
punishment altogether where compelling new evidence of
guilt emerges, in my opinion the limitations are also
demonstrably justified in relation to this exception.
In relation to the tainted acquittals and
administration-of-justice exceptions, the original acquittal was
the result of an improper process and the limitations on the
right are more readily justified.
By ensuring that those who have committed serious offences
are brought to justice, the limits on double jeopardy (i.e. the
three exceptions) will promote community safety, fair
hearings and just outcomes, victim rights and public
confidence in the criminal justice system. This bill strikes an
appropriate balance between the right of individuals not to be
tried twice for the same offence and the public interest in
ensuring that serious offenders are brought to justice.
Section 27: retrospective criminal laws
Clause 18 of the bill which inserts new section 441(4) in the
Criminal Procedure Act 2009 does not engage section 27 of
the charter act. Section 27 prohibits the retrospective
application of criminal liability. The double jeopardy reforms
do not change criminal liability. Rather, they change the
circumstances in which a person may be tried and convicted
of an offence.
Conclusion
I consider that the bill is compatible with the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006. Provisions of
the bill engage with, but do not limit, the right conferred by
section 27 of the charter act. The provisions of the bill that
limit human rights under section 26 of the charter act are
reasonable and proportionate.
Richard Dalla-Riva, MLC
Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations
Minister for Manufacturing, Exports and Trade

Second reading
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I advise that the bill was amended in the
Legislative Assembly to include a reference to the
offence of child homicide in clause 17. I move:
That the second-reading speech be incorporated into
Hansard.

Motion agreed to.
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.
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Incorporated speech as follows:
This bill reforms the common-law rules against double
jeopardy by providing that a person may be tried again in
certain circumstances. The bill also improves early
prosecution disclosure in summary proceedings and clarifies
that deemed convictions from certain infringement notices
form part of an offender’s criminal record for the purposes of
sentencing.
Double jeopardy reforms
This bill delivers on the government’s election commitment
to reform the law on double jeopardy, based on a model
approved by the Council of Australian Governments (COAG)
in 2007.
The rule against double jeopardy is a longstanding
common-law principle which provides that a person may not
be tried for the same offence twice. Its purpose is to ensure
that criminal proceedings can be brought to a conclusion and
the outcome in a trial can be regarded as final. However,
where a person has been acquitted, the rule against double
jeopardy prevents that person from being retried even where
important new evidence against them comes to light at a later
date.
This bill represents a significant reform to the criminal law in
Victoria. The bill reforms the common law so that a new trial
can be allowed in three situations.
The first situation is where there is ‘fresh and compelling’
evidence against the person (for example, where new DNA
evidence links a person to a murder or a person confesses to
having committed a murder). The second situation is where
the original acquittal was ‘tainted’ (for example, by the
commission by the accused person or another person of an
‘administration-of-justice offence’ such as bribery of a
witness or perjury). The acquittal will be tainted if it is more
likely than not that, but for the commission of the
administration-of-justice offence, the accused person would
have been convicted in the original trial. The third situation is
where there is fresh evidence that the accused person has
committed an administration-of-justice offence in respect of
an acquittal and the prosecution seeks to bring charges for that
offence notwithstanding the acquittal.
The bill tightly defines the circumstances in which retrials
may be allowed and builds in various safeguards with respect
to the powers of police and the DPP as well as clear criteria to
guide the Court of Appeal.
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apply to the Court of Appeal within 28 days for an order that
the prosecution for the charge in the indictment may continue
and for the court to set aside the accused’s previous acquittal.
Failure to apply to the Court of Appeal without an extension
for good cause will mean that the proceedings are
automatically discontinued. There are also limits on making
multiple applications.
Finally, the bill contains clear criteria that the Court of Appeal
must follow when determining whether to grant an
application by the DPP. Firstly, the Court of Appeal must be
satisfied that one of the three exceptions applies. Secondly,
the court must be satisfied that a fair new trial is likely. In
applying this test, a court must take into account the length of
time since the offence has occurred and whether police or
prosecution conduct has contributed to delay in bringing
further proceedings.
Further, the bill ensures that retrial applications can be made
only for appropriately serious offences. The relevant offences
for each exception vary. For example, the ‘fresh and
compelling evidence’ exception applies only to the most
serious categories of offences, such as murder, manslaughter,
arson causing death, serious drug offences, and serious
aggravated forms of rape and armed robbery. The ‘tainted
acquittal’ exception applies to a broader category of offences,
with a maximum penalty of 15 years imprisonment or more.
Finally, the exception for ‘administration-of-justice offences’
will apply with respect to trials for all indictable offences. The
range of offences to which this exception applies is broader
because prosecutions for some, but not all,
administration-of-justice offences can already take place
under the existing law.
Other amendments
The bill will also help to cut court delays by introducing
amendments in the Magistrates Court to require the
prosecution to make available basic information to the
accused’s lawyer. It is important to ensure that no cases are
adjourned because information the prosecution has already
prepared is not available at the first mention hearing. This will
reduce the number of adjournments and therefore reduce
delay in our court system.
The bill also ensures that where an infringement notice results
in a deemed conviction, such as a drink-driving conviction,
that conviction forms part of the offender’s criminal record
and is taken into account when a court is sentencing an
offender.
Conclusion

The bill provides that the police cannot carry out or authorise
a police reinvestigation in relation to a person who has
previously been acquitted of an offence if police propose to
exercise certain powers that directly affect that person unless
the DPP gives written authorisation. The DPP must be
satisfied that the reinvestigation will, or is likely to, result in
sufficient new evidence and that it would be in the public
interest to authorise a reinvestigation, before giving
authorisation. An exception is made where the police must act
urgently to preserve evidence.
Because prosecuting a person for a second time is an
exception to the rule against double jeopardy, an order of the
Court of Appeal is required to set aside a previous finding that
a person has previously been acquitted of an offence. The bill
provides that the DPP may file a direct indictment but must

This bill implements a key government election commitment.
It will increase the ability of the criminal justice system to
deliver effective and just outcomes by ensuring that persons
acquitted of crimes are not able literally to ‘get away with
murder’ or other serious crimes where compelling new
evidence of guilt emerges or the original acquittal was tainted
in some way.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned for Hon. M. P. PAKULA
(Western Metropolitan) on motion of Mr Leane.
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 1 December.
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DOMESTIC ANIMALS AMENDMENT
(PUPPY FARM ENFORCEMENT AND
OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time for Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for
Higher Education and Skills) on motion of
Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips; by leave, ordered to be
read second time forthwith.
Statement of compatibility
For Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher
Education and Skills), Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips
tabled following statement in accordance with
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act
2006:
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Human rights issues
1.

Powers to seize and dispose of dogs or cats

Clause 11 inserts new section 82A into the Domestic Animals
Act 1995 which provides for the seizure of dogs or cats from
an unregistered breeding domestic animal business. A
breeding domestic animal business is defined as an
establishment which carries out the breeding of dogs or cats
to sell subject to certain thresholds regarding the number of
fertile animals kept on the premises when breeding. The
definition excludes premises that are a part of a community
foster care network.
The provision grants an authorised officer the power to enter
any premises on which a breeding domestic animal business
is being conducted and seize a dog or cat if certain conditions
exist. An animal seized under this provision is not
recoverable.
As a person is being deprived of their property in the form of
a dog or cat with no possibility of recovery, the right to
property in section 20 of the charter act is engaged.
Right to property (section 20)

In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (charter act), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Domestic
Animals Amendment (Puppy Farm Enforcement and Other
Matters) Bill 2011 (the bill).
In my opinion, the Domestic Animals Amendment (Puppy
Farm Enforcement and Other Matters) Bill 2011, as
introduced to the Legislative Council, is compatible with the
human rights protected by the charter act. I base my opinion
on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill
The main purpose of this bill is to amend the Domestic
Animals Act 1995:
(a) to increase the penalties for various offences under the
Domestic Animals Act 1995 concerning non-compliant
domestic animal businesses;
(b) to establish the Animal Welfare Fund and provide for
payments into the fund from consolidated revenue to
fund grants to animal welfare organisations;

Section 20 of the charter act provides that a person must not
be deprived of his or her property other than in accordance
with law. A deprivation of property is permitted if the powers
which authorise the deprivation are conferred by legislation or
common law, are confined and structured rather than arbitrary
or unclear, and are accessible to the public and formulated
precisely.
In my opinion, this provision does not limit section 20 due to
a number of reasons. The provision clearly sets out that the
deprivation of property is only permitted to occur in a number
of confined circumstances. These circumstances are:
(a) if the premises in question are not registered under
section 47 of the Domestic Animals Act 1995 and a
notice to comply has been issued requiring the premises
to be registered and the authorised officer believes that
the notice has not been complied with within the time
specified; or

(c) to provide a broader range of orders a court can make in
relation to non-compliant domestic animal businesses;

(b) if the registration of the premises has been revoked by
the council or court order due to a failure to comply with
the Domestic Animals Act 1995, its regulations, relevant
code of practice or conditions of registration, or the
person has been found guilty of an offence under the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986; or

(d) to insert a definition of ‘community foster care network’
to recognise organisations that arrange for foster housing
of animals in private residences; and

(c) the authorised officer reasonably believes that a person
conducting the breeding domestic animal business has
breached a prohibition order made by a court.

(e) for other purposes.

Given that the intention of the bill is to protect animals from
poor breeding and welfare practices, the seizure of an animal
in the above conditions will be reasonable as it will relate to a
situation where the welfare of an animal is in question or the
integrity of the domestic animal industry is threatened.
Additionally, a decision to seize can be reviewed under both
common law and pursuant to the Administrative Law Act
1978 (Vic).

The bill will also amend the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act 1986 to increase the penalties for cruelty and aggravated
cruelty, and amend the Confiscation Act 1997 to provide
confiscation of assets for certain breaches of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act 1986.

Accordingly, I conclude that the right to property is not
limited by this provision.
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Power of court to make orders prohibiting ownership
of dogs or cats

Clause 17 inserts new section 84WA into the Domestic
Animals Act 1995 which, in relation to a person found guilty
of conducting a domestic animal business on unregistered
premises or not complying with the relevant code of practice,
grants the Magistrates Court the power to make an order
prohibiting that person from keeping or selling animals of a
specified species or from conducting or working in a
domestic animal business. The prohibition order remains in
effect for 10 years unless a shorter period is specified by the
court.
The making of such an order engages the right to privacy in
section 13 of the charter act.
Right to privacy (section 13)
Section 13(a) of the charter act provides that a person has the
right not to have his or her privacy, family, home or
correspondence unlawfully or arbitrarily interfered with.
The right has been interpreted in comparative jurisdictions to
comprise, to a certain degree, the right to establish and
develop relationships with other people. For that reason,
broad measures banning individuals from employment have
been found to limit this right where they affect an individual’s
ability to develop relationships with the outside world to a
very significant degree and create serious difficulties for them
as regards the possibility to earn their living.
In my opinion, these orders do not present an arbitrary
interference with a person’s privacy. The order is
discretionary and is only available against persons convicted
of offences under the Domestic Animals Act 1995 that relate
to improper conduct within the domestic animal industry or
neglect or abuse of animal welfare. The order is limited to
employment in the specific industry of a domestic animal
business or the possession and selling of animals of a
specified species, and can only extend for a maximum of
10 years following conviction. The order is subject to
ordinary appeal processes.
Accordingly, I conclude that the making of prohibition orders
to be compatible with the right to privacy in the charter act as
such orders do not constitute the type of broad banning
measures which might limit the right to privacy in section 13
of the charter act.

innocent caused by the operation of the reverse onus in the
existing provision.
I am of the opinion that the limit is reasonable and justified in
a democratic society for the following reasons. The burden of
proof is imposed on the defendant in respect of establishing
this defence, which only applies to certain instances of the
offence that involves omissions of an owner of an animal that
result in an act of animal cruelty. The purpose and effect of
the defence is to provide the owner of an animal with an
opportunity to escape culpability in the event that an act of
cruelty is committed upon that animal and at the time it had
been agreed that some other person was to care for the
animal. The prosecution would still first have to prove the
elements of the offence of animal cruelty.
The defendants seeking to rely on this defence will be owners
of animals and therefore will be aware of the responsibilities
and requirements for the proper care of animals. They will
have knowledge of the requisite facts or documents needed to
prove the existence of an agreement for another person to care
for the animal.
The purpose of imposing a legal burden is to ensure the
effectiveness of enforcement and compliance with the
Domestic Animals Act 1995, by enabling the offences to be
effectively prosecuted and to thus operate as an effective
deterrent. The importance of this purpose is to prevent an
owner from falsely claiming that another person was charged
with taking care of the animal, which would be difficult and
onerous for the Crown to investigate and prove to the contrary
beyond reasonable doubt.
Although an evidential onus would be less restrictive upon
the right to be presumed innocent, it would not be as effective
because it could be too easily discharged by a defendant,
leaving the prosecution in the difficult position of having to
prove that the defendant had not entered into an agreement for
another person to care for the animal. The inclusion of a
defence with a burden on the accused to prove the matter on
the balance of probabilities achieves an appropriate balance of
all interests, bearing in mind, in particular, that the defendants
will be owners of animals and can reasonably be expected to
have taken steps to enable them to discharge their
responsibilities of properly caring for their animals.
Accordingly, section 9(1) of the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act 1986 is compatible with the charter act.
4.

3.
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Restraint and forfeiture of property on court order

Presumption of innocence — reverse onus

Clause 25 more than doubles the penalty units for the offence
of cruelty to animals in section 9(1) of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act 1986. The offence contains a reverse
onus in section 9(2) which allows an owner of an animal
charged with cruelty to escape liability if the owner can prove
that, at the time of the alleged offence, the owner had entered
into an agreement with another person by which the other
person agreed to care for the animal. A provision which
places the onus on the accused to prove their innocence limits
the presumption of innocence in section 25(1) of the charter
act.
Right to be presumed innocent (section 25(1))
As this clause alters an existing provision with a reverse onus,
it is necessary to justify the limit on the right to be presumed

Clause 27 inserts new section 13B into the Confiscation Act
1997 to provide that the offences of cruelty and aggravated
cruelty in the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 be
triggering offences for a charge-based restraining order or a
discretionary conviction-based forfeiture order where the
offences relate to the conduct of a domestic animal business.
The Confiscation Act 1997 provides for the confiscation of
the proceeds and instruments of crime and property suspected
to be tainted in relation to serious criminal activity. The
regime, by its nature, engages a number of charter act rights
as it contains strong powers that are primarily directed at
confiscating persons’ property. However, the strong powers
are balanced by a range of appropriate safeguards designed to
protect the individual rights of persons who may be subject to
the scheme.
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I refer to the statement of compatibility to the Confiscation
Amendment Act 2010 which examined in depth the human
rights issues arising out of the confiscation regime and
concluded that while the regime limited human rights, the
limitations are reasonable and demonstrably justified in a free
and democratic society.
In my opinion, the inclusion of the offences of cruelty and
aggravated cruelty to the application of the Confiscation Act
1997, where the offences relate to the conduct of a domestic
animal business, is compatible and consistent with the
justifications detailed in the statement to the amendment bill.
The inclusion of these offences is also consistent with other
offences already included in schedule 1 of the Confiscation
Act 1997 that involve other forms of unlicensed use or abuse
of animals. It is appropriate for the purposes of deterrence and
disgorging ill-gotten gains that the courts have the
discretionary power, subject to the safeguards in the
Confiscation Act 1997, to restrain and forfeit property from
which a person has profited whilst engaging in cruelty to
animals.
Conclusion
I consider that the Domestic Animals Amendment (Puppy
Farm Enforcement and Other Matters) Bill 2011 is
compatible with the charter act because although some
provisions do engage human rights, these provisions do not
limit these rights.
Peter Hall, MLC
Minister for Higher Education and Skills

Second reading
Ordered that second-reading speech be
incorporated into Hansard on motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Incorporated speech as follows:
The Domestic Animals Amendment (Puppy Farm
Enforcement and Other Matters) Bill 2011 amends the
Domestic Animals Act 1994, the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act 1994 and the Confiscation Act 1997. The bill
will deliver the government’s election commitments and
public announcements to ‘get tough on rogue puppy farm
operators’.
Currently for a dog or cat breeder to be defined as a domestic
animal business they must be an enterprise that is ‘run for
profit’. There have been a number of animal breeding
establishments found to exercise poor welfare practices and to
be non-compliant with the Code of Practice for the Operation
of Breeding and Rearing Establishments. However, many of
these have avoided prosecution because of the difficulty in
proving that the business was selling animals for profit.
The prosecution history shows that very few cases are taken
to court (five in 2009, two in 2010, and so far two in 2011).
Of these nine cases:
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four were struck out of court;
one was adjourned;
three have resulted in a fine; and
one resulted in a community-based order.

The low prosecution rate highlights the frustration and
concern of councils that cases can be weak if they cannot
prove ‘run for profit’. Councils risk losing costs and so are
unwilling to prosecute. This bill will substitute the
requirement that the enterprise be ‘run for profit’ with a
requirement that the enterprise ‘sell dogs or cats’.
The bill will also change the definition of domestic animal
business to capture breeding establishments with three or
more fertile female dogs or three or more fertile female cats.
This will apply to all breeders except members of an
applicable organisation who will still be able to have up to
nine animals before needing to register.
It has been found that some domestic animal businesses are
choosing not to register or comply with the code of practice
because the penalties are so low that it is economical for them
to take the risk of being unregistered or non-compliant.
This bill will increase the following penalties:
the maximum penalty for conducting a domestic animal
business not in compliance with the relevant code of
practice will be increased from 10 penalty units ($1221)
to 246 penalty units ($30 046) and a corporate offence of
600 penalty units ($73 284) is introduced;
the maximum penalty for conducting a domestic animal
business on unregistered premises will be increased
from 10 penalty units ($1221) to 164 penalty units
($20 031), again introducing a corporate offence of
600 penalty units ($73 284);
the offence of selling a ‘pet shop’ animal other than
from a registered domestic animal business or from a
private residence is increased from 10 penalty units
($1221) to 30 penalty units ($3664) and a corporate
offence of 150 penalty units ($18 321) is introduced;
the offence of cruelty to an animal is increased from
120 penalty units ($14 657) to 246 penalty units
($30 046) and for aggravated cruelty the offence is
increased from 240 penalty units ($29 314) to
492 penalty units ($60 093).
Tripling the penalty for the illegal sale of a ‘pet shop animal’,
from anywhere other than a private residence or registered
domestic animal business enhances the commitment to close
down illegal commercial breeders. This protects the private
individual who wishes to sell a litter of pups or kittens from
home but prevents the larger seller from taking animals to
markets or offering the animals for sale in a car park. There is
also a major practice of wholesalers who purchase puppies
from illegal breeders and then house them on premises to sell
them on to a pet shop or export trader.
This bill will make it an offence for a person to advertise the
sale of a dog or cat unless the microchip identification
number of the animal or the council registered number for the
domestic animal business is included in the advertisement or
notice.
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There is currently no court power to ban ownership of dogs
and cats or impose conditions with regard to ownership or
operation of domestic animal businesses. The bill provides for
new court orders to ban ownership or impose conditions on a
person with regard to the ownership of dogs or cats or for
operating or working in a domestic animal business. The ban
can be for a period of up to 10 years and can be imposed if
found guilty of an offence associated with registration or the
standard of conduct of a domestic animal business.
There is no general provision in the Domestic Animals Act
1994 to allow for the seizure and disposal of dogs or cats
from a breeding establishment other than specific provisions
such as those allowing seizure and destruction of restricted
breed dogs. The bill will allow an authorised officer to enter a
breeding establishment and seize dogs and cats if the
premises are not registered following notices directing
registration; where registration has been revoked; or where an
operator has been found guilty of conducting a domestic
animal business not in accordance with the relevant code of
practice and a court has made prohibition orders against the
operator.
The bill also provides for the giving away of these seized
animals and for disposal in limited circumstances. The bill
also provides for seizure of things and profits in specified
circumstances and provides for bonds or security to be paid
by owners of seized animals to councils to assist in the cost of
maintenance, care, removal, transport and disposal of the
dogs or cats.
The bill will allow council authorised officers to enter and
inspect premises prior to registering them for the conduct of a
domestic animal business to determine whether the premises
comply with the relevant code of practice.
The bill sets out the details required to be included in a notice
to comply that can be issued by an authorised officer if
reasonable grounds exist that the person has committed an
offence against the Domestic Animals Act 1994.
The bill establishes the Animal Welfare Fund to receive
payments out of consolidated revenue. The bill provides for
payments out of the Animal Welfare Fund for the making of
grants to organisations that operate to:
provide for the welfare of animals; or
provide an ‘animal shelter’ service; or
provide education programs on responsible ownership
of animals; or
provide services as a community foster care network for
companion animals; or
provide animal relief services and use of facilities to the
community during emergencies.
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shelter. This will allow dogs and cats to be cared for in a
private home without the requirement for compliance with the
code of practice that applies to shelters and pounds whilst a
permanent home for the animal is being sought.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr LENDERS
(Southern Metropolitan).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 1 December.

SERIOUS SEX OFFENDERS
(DETENTION AND SUPERVISION)
AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time for Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA
(Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations)
on motion of Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips; by leave,
ordered to be read second time forthwith.
Statement of compatibility
For Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations),
Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips tabled following statement
in accordance with Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (charter act), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Serious Sex
Offenders (Detention and Supervision) Amendment Bill
2011.
In my opinion, the Serious Sex Offenders (Detention and
Supervision) Amendment Bill 2011 (the bill), as introduced to
the Legislative Council, is compatible with the human rights
protected by the charter act. I base my opinion on the reasons
outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill
The main purpose of the bill is to enhance community safety
by amending the Serious Sex Offenders (Detention and
Supervision) Act 2009 (the principal act) and to make
consequential and related amendments to other acts.
The bill will amend the principal act to —

To remove the risk of liability for prosecution of shelters or
pounds for possession of unregistered animals awaiting sale
or rehabilitation, the bill will provide an exemption from the
requirement to register an animal with a council where the
animal is in a registered animal shelter or a pound.

allow police to dispense with the notice period required
before filing a charge sheet for the offence of breaching
a condition of a supervision order, in limited
circumstances;

As a way of recognising the role of community foster care
networks that re-home dogs and cats, the bill defines an
animal rescue organisation as a ‘community foster care
network’ and excludes it from the requirement to register as a

suspend the requirement for the secretary or the Director
of Public Prosecutions to apply for a periodic review of
an order if an application to renew the order has been
filed, or the offender is being held in custody on remand;
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modify the provisions of the act that apply to offenders
subject to interim supervision orders;

offender’s capacity to comply with the terms of an order
made under the principal act.

clarify the existing information-sharing provisions and
include additional relevant persons and relevant acts;

In addition, the secretary may be in receipt of information that
she reasonably believes would assist the Victorian child
protection authorities to discharge their obligations to protect
children and young people under the Children, Youth and
Families Act 2008, or information that is relevant to a
determination under the commonwealth Migration Act 1958
(where the offender is not an Australian citizen or permanent
resident, and may be required to be detained in immigration
detention). Such disclosure is consistent with provisions of
the Information Privacy Act 2000 that permit disclosure of
information where it is necessary to lessen or prevent a
serious threat to public health, public safety or public welfare.
The overall purpose of the collection of information under the
principal act is to carry out functions to enhance the
protection of the community. I am satisfied that the
information is being shared under this provision for the same
overall purpose of enhancing community protection.

clarify provisions allowing a court to make interim
orders on the basis that the material before it, if proven,
would justify the making of an order and the ability of
parties to dispute evidence;
amend the range of applications that enable the Director
of Public Prosecutions to apply to the Supreme Court for
an interim detention order; and
clarify the relationship between the act and the Disability
Act 2006 and the Civil Procedure Act 2010.
Human rights issues
The bill alters the provisions of the principal act requiring the
secretary or Director of Public Prosecutions to seek periodic
review where an application to renew a supervision or
detention order has been made, or where an offender is
subject to an order and is in custody on remand. In my view,
these amendments will reduce pressure on court time and
resources, and do not limit human rights protected under the
charter act because the principal act provides that an offender
may seek leave to have an order reviewed at any time in
accordance with section 68.
I have also considered the following human rights issues
raised by the bill:
1.

COUNCIL

Information sharing

Clause 13, which amends section 189 of the principal act, will
expand both the range of relevant persons with whom the
secretary may share information about offenders and the
relevant acts under which information may be shared. A
provision which allows the sharing of personal information
engages the right to privacy in section 13 of the charter act.
Right to privacy (section 13)
Section 13(a) provides that a person has the right not to have
his or her privacy unlawfully or arbitrarily interfered with.

2.

Expansion of search power

Some offenders continue to be managed under orders made
under the Serious Sex Offenders Monitoring Act 2005 and
are residing at the residential facility established under the
principal act, as required by the conditions of their extended
supervision order. The transitional provisions of the principal
act deal with the management of offenders still subject to
orders under the Serious Sex Offenders Monitoring Act 2005,
but there remain inconsistencies in their treatment compared
with offenders subject to orders under the principal act. The
bill resolves these inconsistencies, providing greater
transparency and certainty of management of all offenders
residing at a residential facility.
The bill expands the transitional provisions of the principal
act contained in schedule 2 to include two additional
provisions; section 142 (the power to search) and section 146
(the power to use force in certain circumstances). These
amendments do not alter the overall operation of the scheme,
but extend these particular management powers to offenders
subject to orders under the Serious Sex Offenders Monitoring
Act 2005 and accordingly, the expanded search power
engages offenders’ right to privacy.
Right to privacy (section 13)

In my opinion, the extension of the sharing of information in
this context does not limit the right to privacy as the
disclosure of information will not be arbitrary. Information
sharing with relevant persons is prohibited under the principal
act, unless the person disclosing the information believes on
reasonable grounds that it is necessary to enable a person to
carry out a function under the principal act or other nominated
relevant acts. Section 190 of the principal act contains a
further safeguard requiring a relevant person to develop
guidelines in relation to accessing of shared information to
ensure that access to the information is restricted to the
greatest extent possible without interfering with the purpose
of the principal act or relevant acts referred to in section 189.
Accordingly, information exchanges will only occur where it
is necessary to administer the scheme and ensure its
consistency with other schemes. Additional relevant acts have
been included in the bill because the consequences of
prosecutions or other proceedings under these acts may result
in orders, applications or proceedings that may impact on an

Section 142 allows an officer to order a search of a part of a
residential facility, an offender, a visitor to a facility or an
offender’s correspondence.
While section 142 does interfere with the privacy of persons
who are subject to a search under this clause, the interference
will not be arbitrary for the following reasons: the officer
must reasonably believe that the search is necessary; the
circumstances in which a search can occur are clearly
specified in the legislation and tailored to ensure the power is
not applied arbitrarily; the nature of the search is limited to a
garment or pat down search; and finally, in relation to an
offender’s correspondence, the provision excludes the power
to read letters in a range of important circumstances.
Additionally, in my view, both staff and offenders, as well as
visitors to residential facilities, would be aware of the highly
regulated nature of the facility and thus have a lower
expectation of privacy in that environment.
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Disputing reports filed with applications for interim
orders

Section 113 of the principal act provides that the offender, the
secretary, or the Director of Public Prosecutions may file with
the court a notice of intention to dispute the whole or any part
of an assessment report, progress report or any other report
filed with an application under the act. The court is then
precluded from considering matters in dispute until they are
able to be tested by the parties. Clause 9 of the bill amends
section 113 to exclude applications for interim orders under
part 4 of the principal act.
Clause 10 inserts a new section 113A into the principal act,
providing that the parties may file with the court a notice of
intention to dispute the whole or any part of any report made
to the court or other report made to the court in relation to an
application for an interim order under part 4. If the notice is
filed prior to the determination of the application the court
may give the party the opportunity to lead evidence on
disputed matters and cross-examine the author of the report
on its contents. The section then provides that where a notice
is not filed the court is not required to give parties the
opportunity to lead evidence on matters in dispute. The court
will retain the discretion, in either case, to hear evidence
making an interim order. A provision which restricts a
respondent’s right to lead evidence on disputed matters or
cross-examine the applicant’s witnesses engages the right to
fair trial in section 24 of the charter act.
Right to fair trial (section 24)
Section 24 of the charter act provides that a person charged
with a criminal offence or a party to a civil proceeding has the
right to have the charge or proceeding decided by a
competent independent and impartial court or tribunal after a
fair and public hearing.
The amendment will clarify the ability of the court to decide
applications for interim orders under sections 53 and 54 of the
principal act without the examination of witnesses unless a
notice of intention to dispute is filed.
However, I consider the right to a fair trial not to be limited
by this amendment because it applies only at the interim
application stage, and a number of safeguards are in place to
ensure that the offender is not unfairly disadvantaged. The
amendment does not prevent the offender from testing the
evidence against him or her, or from tendering competing
evidence, so long as the notice is filed. The court will retain
the discretion to control proceedings and may allow
examination of witnesses where it deems it necessary to
satisfy the requirements of sections 53 and 54 which set out
the requirements for when a court may make interim orders.
In circumstances where an interim order is made without the
respondent being given the opportunity to lead evidence on
disputed matters, I note that an interim order cannot be made
unless the court can satisfy the detailed criteria set out in the
principal act and that an interim order cannot exceed four
months (unless exceptional circumstances exist).
Furthermore, the respondent’s right to dispute evidence is still
maintained at the final hearing, where both parties will have
the opportunity to lead evidence, cross-examine report
authors and fully investigate the opinions of witnesses.
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Conclusion
I consider that the bill is compatible with the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006, because, to the
extent that some provisions may engage human rights, those
provisions do not limit these rights.
Hon. Richard Dalla-Riva, MLC
Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations

Second reading
Ordered that second-reading speech be
incorporated into Hansard on motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Incorporated speech as follows:
Since the Serious Sex Offenders (Detention and Supervision)
Act 2009 (the act) came into force on 1 January 2010 the
scheme has protected the community from the serious
physical and psychological harm posed by serious sex
offenders. This act protects the most vulnerable members of
the community. The long-term harm caused by sexual
offending not only has devastating impacts on the emotional
wellbeing of victims but contributes to community anxiety
and undermines our sense of community safety.
This government is committed to continuing the
post-sentence supervision and detention of serious sex
offenders because any degree of recidivism in this group of
high-risk offenders cannot be tolerated and we recognise that
it is imperative that appropriate legislative responses are
available to protect the community and rehabilitate offenders.
In the 2010–11 financial year, there were 36 supervision
orders made under the act. Twenty-one of these were new
orders, and 15 resulted from the review of an existing order
made under the preceding scheme, the Serious Sex Offenders
Monitoring Act 2005.
A legislative response is one part of a suite of programs aimed
at reducing the risk of reoffending by high-risk sex offenders
through facilitating their identification, management and
rehabilitation.
Another aspect of the response is safe housing for offenders.
Corella Place provides transitional accommodation for sex
offenders on post-sentence supervision where appropriate
housing has not been found elsewhere in the community. The
purpose-built residential facility has the capacity to
accommodate up to 40 offenders and dedicated staff provide
a specialist level of case management while monitoring
offender compliance with their orders.
The aim of the Serious Sex Offenders (Detention and
Supervision) Amendment Bill 2011 is to strengthen the
Serious Sex Offenders (Detention and Supervision) Act 2009
by making a number of technical amendments.
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In summary, these amendments will:
modify the obligations that apply to offenders subject to
interim supervision orders;
suspend the requirement to apply for a review of an
order if an application to renew an order has been made;
suspend the requirement to apply for a review if the
offender is held in custody on remand;
clarify the process for making interim orders to increase
flexibility and efficiency;
allow nominated senior police to dispense with the
notice period that is required if an offender is to be
charged with the offence of breaching supervision order
conditions;
broaden and clarify the existing information-sharing
provisions;
amend the parts of the act that apply to offenders that are
subject to orders made under the Serious Sex Offenders
Monitoring Act 2005;
clarify when interim detention orders can be made;
clarify the relationship between the act and the Disability
Act 2006 and the Civil Procedure Act 2010.
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for a periodic review will be suspended until such time that
the renewal application is withdrawn or dismissed. The
difference between renewal and periodic review hearings is
that upon renewal, a court can consider the term of a
supervision or detention order. This consideration is not
engaged during a periodic review, but in both cases the court
must consider if a supervision or detention order continues to
be warranted or should be removed. The aim of this
amendment is to reduce duplication and unnecessary use of
court resources. Offender eligibility is considered at both a
periodic review and a renewal hearing so offenders will
continue to be able to ask the court to consider their
individual progress and the merits of continuing the order.
The bill will also remove the obligation to apply for a periodic
review if an offender is held in custody on remand. The act
already suspends the requirement to apply for a periodic
review if an offender is serving a term of imprisonment. It is
also appropriate to suspend the requirement to conduct
periodic reviews when an offender is held on remand because
as part of the preparation for a periodic review all offenders
are extensively interviewed in the clinical assessment process.
If an offender is held in custody on remand for additional
offending it may be difficult for the offender or report author
to avoid consideration or discussion of additional unproved
offending behaviour and these discussions may prejudice the
defence of the offender. In addition a clinical report that does
not contain these details may not represent an accurate
assessment of the risks posed by the offender.

Turning now to each of the amendments contained in the bill.

Interim orders and disputed reports

Interim supervision orders

Section 113 of the act provides that the offender, secretary or
the Director of Public Prosecutions may file with the court a
notice of intention to dispute the whole or any part of an
assessment report, progress report, or other report made to the
court or filed with an application under the act. After this
notice is filed that evidence is put aside until both parties can
examine the report author. This provision conflicts with the
powers of the court in section 53 that allow it to make an
interim supervision order if it appears to the court that the
documentation, if proved, would justify the making of the
supervision order.

The time between the decision being made to apply for a
supervision order and the order being made by a court can
take several months. In order to manage the risk to the
community posed by offenders who have reached the end of
their sentence before this hearing, the act permits interim
supervision and detention orders to be made. Interim
supervision orders permit a court to put into place an interim
management regime for the offender until such time that a full
hearing is conducted. The bill will rectify an apparent
oversight in the matters that are deemed to apply to this group
of offenders by ensuring that:
time spent in custody on remand will be taken into
account in calculating the remaining period of the
interim order;
interim supervision order conditions do not apply to a
person serving a sentence while in custody or held in
custody on remand;
the conditions of interim supervision orders will apply
when the person is released on parole or at the end of
their sentence; and
the conditions of an interim supervision order are to be
served concurrently with the operation of any
community-based order.
The requirement to apply for periodic reviews
The bill also modifies the requirement for the secretary or the
Director of Public Prosecutions to seek periodic reviews in
some cases. The first change is when an offender is subject to
a renewal application and a periodic review is also due. In this
case the bill will amend the act so that the obligation to apply

To solve this problem the bill will insert a new section 113A
dealing with applications for interim orders. This section
provides that the secretary or the Director of Public
Prosecutions may file with the court a notice of intention to
dispute the whole or any part of an assessment report,
progress report, or other report made to the court. If a notice is
filed prior to the determination of the application the court
may before taking the report in dispute into account when
determining the application, give the party that filed the notice
the opportunity to lead evidence on the disputed matters and
cross-examine the author of the report on its contents. The
section then provides that if a notice is not filed the court must
take the report into account when determining the application
and is not required to give any party to the application the
opportunity to lead evidence or cross-examine on the contents
of the report. It is anticipated that this reform will reduce the
length of interim hearings while maintaining judicial
discretion to receive evidence.
The notice period and breach offences
Section 160 of the act sets out the offence of failing to
comply, without reasonable excuse, with a condition of a
supervision order. Before bringing proceedings, the secretary
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must give the offender 14 days notice of his or her intention
to file a charge sheet. In cases of serious breaches, the
secretary has the capacity under section 172(3) to dispense
with the notice period and may proceed to file a charge sheet
after forming the view that a ‘charge sheet should be filed
without delay, having regard to the seriousness of the alleged
breach of the order’.

immigration matters are concluded. In these circumstances it
is desirable that information regarding offenders can be
provided to immigration officials to ensure that supervision
order conditions are compatible with the terms of any
residence determination made by the commonwealth
immigration minister and the risks of offending are made
clear to protect the community.

Victoria Police are frequently involved in the apprehension or
investigation of serious breaches of supervision order
conditions. Victoria Police also apprehend offenders for
further relevant offending. To avoid the delays that may be
caused by the requirement that only the secretary can
dispense with the notice period, the bill will amend the act so
that senior police at or above the level of inspector (and one
particular sergeant, with specialist expertise) may exercise the
discretion currently limited to the secretary. Limiting the
discretion to senior police will also ensure that the decision to
exercise the discretion will be made at arms length from
arresting officers by senior and experienced police.

The bill also amends the act to clarify that information about
persons subject to post-sentence supervision orders or
applications can be provided by Corrections Victoria to
relevant persons to assist them to administer relevant acts.

Information sharing
Section 189 of the act authorises the divulging or
communication of information in circumstances when a
relevant person believes on reasonable ground that it is
necessary to do so to enable persons to carry out functions
under the act or a relevant act. The relevant acts listed in
section 189(4) do not include a number of acts and persons
with whom and in respect of which Corrections Victoria may
have legitimate cause to share information about offenders
subject to orders. These additional relevant persons and
relevant acts have been identified since the scheme came into
operation.
Most notably the list of acts does not include the Children,
Youth and Families Act 2005. It is important that Corrections
Victoria is able to share information concerning sex offenders
with child protection authorities in order to assist with the
protection of children and young people. Some of this
information is currently provided under ministerial authority
under the Corrections Act 1986 but the changes contained in
the bill enable information obtained under this act to be
shared.
The relevant acts in section 189(4) do not include the Crimes
Act 1958 or the Summary Offences Act 1966 or the
Commonwealth Crimes Act 1914 or Criminal Code Act
1995. Sentencing outcomes for federal offences may result in
orders, for example, recognisance release orders, that may
conflict with the term of an order made under the act or may
have the effect of suspending the operation of an order.
Sentencing outcomes for Victorian crimes or offences may
have similar effects. The bill therefore adds these acts to the
list of relevant acts in section 189(4). The relevant acts in
section 189(4) do not currently contain the Bail Act 1977 or
the Sentencing Act 1991 where, for example, consideration of
supervision order conditions may be relevant to the
assessment of community risk, or, essential to the framing of
a compatible community-based disposition.
The relevant acts listed in section 189(4) do not include the
commonwealth Migration Act 1958. If an offender is not a
permanent Australian resident, the commission of sexual
offences may result in visa cancellation and the decision to
detain an offender in immigration detention, or, the
imposition of a requirement that the offenders reside at a
residential facility, such as Corella Place, until such time as

It is noted that the limitations on information sharing and
privacy protections included in the act continue to apply,
regardless of these amendments, including the requirement
that officers sharing information believe on reasonable
grounds that communicating is necessary to enable a person
to carry out functions under the act (or a relevant act). In
addition, section 190 requires relevant persons to develop
guidelines that attempt to ensure that access to the
information is restricted to the greatest extent that is possible
and this provision has been updated.
Managing offenders who are subject to an order made
under the Serious Sex Offenders Monitoring Act 2005
Some offenders continue to be managed at the residential
facility established under the act under orders made under the
previous act: the Serious Sex Offenders Monitoring Act 2005.
The bill amends the transitional provisions contained in
schedule 2. This schedule provides that nominated sections of
the act apply to this group of offenders as if they were
residing at the residential facility under one of the orders that
can be made under the act.
The amendments contained in the bill will ensure that all of
the following provisions apply to offenders still subject to old
act orders that are required to reside at Corella Place:
section 137, the power for supervision officers to give
directions;
section 142, the search provisions;
section 143, seizure provisions;
section 144, the register of seized items;
section 145, photographing; and
section 146, the ability for supervision officers to use
force to enforce instructions in certain circumstances.
In the future many of the residents of Corella Place subject to
orders made under the old act will be transitioned to orders
made under the new act, but until this occurs the different
procedures for managing the two groups of offenders is
administratively burdensome. The amendment contained in
the bill will ensure that Corella Place staff have the legislative
tools to manage this group of offenders.
Interim detention orders
The final amendment to the act that I will highlight concerns
interim detention orders. On review of a supervision order
under section 73, the DPP can decide to apply for a detention
order. However, as such an application is not one that triggers
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section 51, pending resolution of the application for the
detention order.
The DPP may form the view that the evidence presented at
the review of a supervision order warrants an immediate
detention order in response to the risk to the community
posed by the offender and it is not sufficient to allow the
offender to remain in the community on a supervision order
until such time as the court is able to consider, in full, the
detention order application.
To address this issue the bill will amend the act to permit an
application for an interim detention order where the
application for a detention order is the result of the periodic
review of a supervision order under section 73.
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I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned for Hon. M. P. PAKULA
(Western Metropolitan) on motion of Mr Leane.
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 1 December.

CITY OF MELBOURNE AMENDMENT
BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.

Amendments to other acts
Section 12 of the bill amends the Civil Procedure Act 2010.
Section 79(1) of the act provides that proceedings under
parts 2, 3, 5 and 7 are civil in nature. In addition, section 79(2)
provides that the rules regarding practice and procedure in
civil proceedings do not apply to these proceedings and the
act sets out required procedural steps for various types of
applications, hearings and proceedings. In addition the
secretary and the Director of Public Prosecutions are bound to
act as model litigants in proceedings under this act.
Section 4 of the Civil Procedure Act 2010 provides that the
act does not apply to proceedings under a number of acts such
as the Crimes (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be Tried)
Act 1997 as well as the Family Violence Protection Act 2008
and the Stalking Intervention Orders Act 2008. To ensure that
the operative intent of section 79(2) of the act is not in doubt
the bill will amend the Civil Procedure Act 2010 to clarify
that it does not apply to proceedings under the act.
Clause 18 of the bill addresses an interface issue between the
act and the Disability Act 2006. As a result of the high
proportion of offenders with intellectual disabilities subject to
orders under the act it is important that the interface between
the two schemes is clear and unambiguous. Also, some
offenders that are subject to supervision orders are required to
reside at the residential facility established under the
Disability Act 2006 with their treatment plans overseen by the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT).
Upon commencement of the act on 1 January 2010 the
Disability Act 2006 was amended to provide that the ability
of VCAT to vary a treatment plan for an offender required to
live at a DHS — Department of Human Services —
residential facility is subject to that variation being consistent
with an order made under the act. The same requirement also
applies with respect to annual reviews of treatment plans but
did not apply to the initial treatment plan formulated when an
offender is admitted. As a result it is possible that the initial
treatment plan may be inconsistent with the terms of an order
made under the act.
In order to address the potential for inconsistency the bill will
amend the Disability Act 2006 to provide that initial treatment
plans prepared by program officers must be consistent with
court orders, including orders made under the act.
In summary, this bill contains a range of technical
amendments to strengthen and support the post-sentence
supervision and detention regime that is helping to protect the
Victorian community from the risks posed by serious sex
offenders.

Read first time for Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for
Planning) on motion of Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips; by
leave, ordered to be read second time forthwith.
Statement of compatibility
For Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning),
Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips tabled following statement
in accordance with Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (‘the charter act’), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the City of
Melbourne Amendment Bill 2011 (‘the bill’).
In my opinion, the bill as introduced to the Legislative
Council is compatible with the human rights protected by the
charter act. I base my opinions on the reasons outlined in this
statement.
Overview of the bill
The purpose of the bill is to amend the City of Melbourne Act
2001 to provide for the recommendations arising from an
electoral representation review for the Melbourne City
Council to be implemented by orders in council and to make
consequential and other minor amendments.
Human rights issues
The bill does not raise any human rights issues.
Matthew Guy, MLC
Minister for Planning

Second reading
Ordered that second-reading speech be
incorporated into Hansard on motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.
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Committee

The City of Melbourne Amendment Bill 2011 will amend the
City of Melbourne Act 2001 to enable the recommendations
of electoral representation reviews for the City of Melbourne
to be implemented by orders in council.

Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I seek leave
for Mr O’Brien to join me at the table.

At the government’s request and with the agreement of the
Melbourne City Council, the Victorian Electoral Commission
is undertaking an electoral representation review of that
council in preparation for the October 2012 elections. The
electoral commissioner has advised that the review is likely to
be completed in early 2012.

Leave granted.

The Local Government Amendment (Electoral Matters) Act
2011, which received royal assent on 2 September this year,
will amend the City of Melbourne Act 2001 to provide for
future electoral representation reviews for the City of
Melbourne.
The provisions in this bill will allow recommendations from
an electoral representation review to be implemented by
orders in council, if necessary, in the same way as for other
councils. Orders in council will be able to specify the number
of councillors to be elected, whether the councillors will be
elected at large or to represent wards and the location of ward
boundaries, if required.
There will remain a difference between Melbourne and other
councils. The councillors of the City of Melbourne are
currently elected using an above-the-line voting system. This
system will continue to be an option for the City of
Melbourne but will not be available to other councils. In
addition to other matters, orders in council will be able to
specify whether or not above-the-line voting will be used.
The bill also makes minor amendments to the City of
Melbourne Act to change the time when candidates must
lodge particular electoral documents, from 4.00 p.m. to
12 noon on relevant days. This change is part of a process to
bring City of Melbourne election processes into line with
other council elections.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned for Mr TEE (Eastern
Metropolitan) on motion of Mr Lenders.
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 1 December.

VICTORIAN INSPECTORATE BILL 2011
Second reading
Debate resumed from 22 November; motion of
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant Treasurer).
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Committed.

Clause 1
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — The
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011 is a very important
piece of legislation. We obviously need the Victorian
Inspectorate to oversee the activities of IBAC
(Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission) and ensure that it complies with various
laws, including those relating to coercive powers,
applications for warrants for surveillance devices and
telephone intercepts et cetera.
I put on the record that during the second-reading and
committee debates on the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011 we canvassed
quite a lot of issues regarding the independence of
various components of the new integrity system that the
government is in the process of setting up — for
example, the appointment of the Commissioner, the
Inspector and the public interest monitors and the need
to make sure that all these things are at arms length
from government and also the crossover and the
inability for us to know what the functions of IBAC are
and therefore what the functions of the Victorian
Inspectorate will be in terms of overseeing the functions
of IBAC.
Rather than going through the bill clause by clause, I
want to say for the record that while I do not want to
prosecute all the issues I raised in the earlier debates,
because many of the clauses in this bill mirror clauses
in the IBAC bill, we have the same issues and concerns
with regard to independence, transparency and
accountability that I raised earlier. I will leave it at that
under clause 1.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank
Ms Pennicuik for her indulgence and will outline the
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011 and the reasons for it.
There are some overarching issues. The anticorruption
policy that we brought before the last election had
always included a strong oversight of IBAC, and this
will be provided through the joint parliamentary IBAC
Committee and an independent inspectorate, of which
this legislation is part. The government is committed to
implementing the full oversight framework for IBAC.
This will best position both IBAC and the inspectorate
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for long-term success and service to the Victorian
community.
Through the Victorian Inspectorate Bill the Victorian
Inspectorate will be able to monitor the compliance of
IBAC, deal with any complaints against IBAC and
report on IBAC’s performance. The government
intends that in the future the Victorian Inspectorate will
subsume the office of the special investigations monitor
in consultation with the commonwealth government in
relation to the telecommunication intercept powers, and
audit functions will continue. The Victorian
Inspectorate will undertake a range of functions. It will
be relevant to IBAC’s initial education and prevention
functions, which we spoke about the other night. For
example, the inspectorate will have a role in assessing
IBAC’s policies and procedures and it will monitor
IBAC’s compliance.
The Victorian Inspectorate may investigate IBAC either
on the Inspector’s own initiative or in response to a
complaint. I can keep going, but it would be fair to say
that the Victorian Inspectorate will be able to report
directly to Parliament any findings following an
investigation and will be empowered to make
recommendations to the IBAC Commissioner for
further action. The Victorian Inspectorate will also be
able to make recommendations regarding criminal
matters to Victoria Police or appropriate
commonwealth agencies.
As I stated, the Victorian Inspectorate will have access
to investigate IBAC matters and the conduct of IBAC
and IBAC personnel. The Victorian Inspectorate will be
able to make any recommendations and make findings,
for example, about the conduct of IBAC personnel that
is contrary to law, unreasonable, unjust, oppressive,
improperly discriminatory, based on improper motives
or abuse of power or otherwise improper.
Clause agreed to; clauses 2 to 14 agreed to.
Clause 15
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I ask
Mr Pakula to move his amendment 1, which is a test of
amendment 2, I believe.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — In
fact amendment 2 might be the substantive amendment,
as it was on Tuesday — or as it was in the early hours
of Wednesday. Therefore, I move:
1.

Clause 15, page 9, line 2, omit “Subject to subsection
(4), the” and insert “The”.

2.

Clause 15, page 9, lines 26 to 33, omit subclause (4).
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I do so for the same reasons that I moved similar
amendments to the IBAC bill — because as with
IBAC, it is the view of the opposition that the process
of appointment for the first Inspector under this bill
ought to be the same as the process of appointment for
the second and subsequent inspectors. We do not accept
the government’s logic with regard to either timing or
there being any other substantive difference that would
justify the inaugural Inspector being appointed in a
different way to the second and subsequent inspectors.
It is important to note that in regard to the Victorian
Inspectorate the Inspector can be reappointed, so it
might be a decade before the provision in the bill
regarding a power of veto of the relevant parliamentary
committee can be exercised.
As I indicated on Wednesday morning, we do not think
it is appropriate for the government to seek to bind
future administrations to a stricture that it is not
prepared to apply to itself. We support the substantive
intent, which is to have a right of veto for the
parliamentary committee; we just believe it should
apply to the first appointment in the same way that it
applies to all others.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — The
Greens will support Mr Pakula’s amendment. In the
cognate second-reading debate on this bill and the
IBAC bill and in the committee stage of the IBAC bill,
in support of the amendment to the IBAC bill proposed
by Mr Pakula, which is virtually the same as this
amendment, we put our view that there should be
established an independent commissioner for public
appointments to conduct the process for the
appointment of senior officials, independent officers of
the Parliament, heads of statutory authorities et cetera.
At least the bills give the oversight committee the
power to veto an appointment following the inaugural
appointment. I have made the point that if it is a
government-controlled committee, that will not in
practice be as strong as it might appear on paper. I
cannot imagine many government-controlled
committees vetoing a recommendation by the minister.
It could happen, but it is probably unlikely.
During the committee stage of the IBAC bill when we
were looking at this particular issue and the amendment
moved by Mr Pakula, the only reason we were given as
to why we could not remove clause 15(4) so that it was
possible for the committee to also veto the inaugural
appointment was that the committee could not be
established in time. That was the only reason given by
the government. In the spirit of debate and parties
persuading each other, it is my view there is no reason
why the committee could not be set up the week
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following this bill being proclaimed. If the committee is
set up, then it will be there to perform the functions
given to it under this bill and the IBAC bill. That is the
only reason the government has given for not
supporting this amendment.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — And their 21 votes.
Ms PENNICUIK — Of course the government
does not have to accept an amendment, but it can accept
an amendment which is a good amendment. This is a
good and practical amendment. It is achievable and
would not cost anything, and it would make the whole
process more accountable than it is. It would be easy to
achieve it practically. The government should support it
and amend the IBAC bill to reflect that as well.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank
honourable members for their contributions in relation
to the proposed amendment to clause 15(4). The
government has made it clear that it is committed to
delivering on its next stage of integrity reforms. We
made it clear that we would establish Victoria’s first
ever Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission and an independent inspectorate, which
this bill deals with.
As was rightly pointed out by the previous speakers, the
government’s position is the same as that outlined
during the cognate debate on the IBAC bill and this bill
on Tuesday night. The government is committed to
establishing the Victorian Inspectorate and appointing
an Inspector as soon as practical following the passage
of this bill. The consultation process for the inaugural
appointment of an Inspector outlined in the Victorian
Inspectorate Bill 2011 is modelled on similar processes
for inaugural appointments of commissioners in the
legislation establishing anticorruption bodies in
Queensland and Western Australia.
The process in the Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011 is
also similar to the consultation required for the
appointment of the director-general of ASIO
(Australian Security Intelligence Organisation). As I
indicated the other day and am indicating today, it is
likely that the IBAC Committee will not be operational
by the time the government seeks to appoint an
Inspector. Therefore the government considers the
consultation process in clause 15(4) provides an
appropriate alternative process for appointment of the
inaugural Inspector. This consultation process is unique
in Victoria in relation to independent officers of the
Parliament and reflects the government’s commitment
to the independence of the Victorian Inspectorate. I
note that there are no consultation processes or any
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parliamentary committee involvement whatsoever with
the appointment of either the director of police integrity
or the Ombudsman.
Following the inaugural appointment, the bill
establishes an ongoing process whereby the
parliamentary IBAC Committee will have the power to
veto a proposed recommendation of an Inspector. This
demonstrates the government’s commitment to the
independence of the Victorian Inspectorate and is
similar to the appointment process for the
Auditor-General. On that basis, we will not be
supporting the amendments proposed by Mr Pakula to
clause 15.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
make one comment for the record about the minister’s
response. It really has to be one of the more
disingenuous rationales that I have heard, that it is
unlikely the committee will be operative in time to
appoint the first Inspector. The committee can be
operative at any time the government chooses. The
government chooses not to bring forward those matters
which would allow the committee to be formed and
then uses it as a justification for not accepting the
amendment. I had to put on the record that the
opposition does not in any way accept that rationale.
The government does not want to accept the
amendment because the government does not want to
accept the amendment, and the committee will not be
up and running because the government does not want
it to be.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I am
not wanting to prolong the debate, but on the issue of
the establishment of the committee the minister’s
answer does beg the question of when the government
is intending to set up the committee.
Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — The comment I
make is one of a practical nature. I noted with interest
the comments of Mr Pakula. In another context
Mr Pakula and I have a very close, almost intimate,
working relationship, as I am the chairman and he is the
deputy chairman of a parliamentary committee. The
point I am making is that I am cognisant that Mr Pakula
is intimately aware of the proceedings of parliamentary
committees and that they grind incredibly slowly,
regardless of the best endeavours of all concerned.
Parliamentary committees as a matter of course require
time to be convened, and they require resourcing by
way of secretariats.
This is important legislation that the Parliament is, as I
understand it, agreeing to in principle, because the
government, the opposition and the Greens have all
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indicated their support for the bill. This is therefore a
debate about the committee stage. What I am hearing is
an argument about procrastination. In my mind the
proposal by the opposition is to procrastinate in terms
of the time frame of appointment. We had this debate
principally in relation to IBAC earlier this week, and I
do not want to reprise that whole debate again.
The substantive issue in my mind is that this is an
important measure to expedite and progress the
appointment of the officers under the legislative
framework that has been proposed. I want to make the
point — and this is, in a sense, inevitably a political
point — that the practical reality is that if the
consultation between the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition is unsatisfactory, then clearly the
appointment will run into some difficulty. It is the
reality in practice that — —
Mr Lenders — It is not. It’s a phone call away, or
it’s a press release.
Mr P. DAVIS — Mr Lenders interjects, but I just
want to draw this out. Mr Lenders knows full well that
if the Leader of the Opposition makes a public case to
say that his view is that the government’s nominee is
inappropriate for appointment, then that will be in effect
a public veto over that appointment. That is the reality
of it.
Mr Lenders — Like it was for the Governor — on
the way to the announcement? The government made it
a media event!
Mr P. DAVIS — With great respect, Mr Lenders
knows that the appointment of these officers under this
framework of legislation inevitably means that these
people will be people of great integrity. Therefore it is
incredible to suggest, in the context of the inaugural
appointment, that there would be any doubt about the
support for the nominees to those positions. May I
make the point — just picking up on Mr Lenders’s
comment regarding the appointment of the
Governor — the appointment of the Governor is always
conducted on the basis that the appointee is somebody
who is identified as being an outstanding citizen. The
Premier, as a courtesy, advises the Leader of the
Opposition. There is no precedent in relation to a
legislative framework for the appointment of Governor
that is similar to the legislative precedent established in
this bill in relation to the appointment of officers of the
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
and the Victorian Inspectorate.
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — I will
not join in the debate. Mr Pakula said things on behalf
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of the Labor Party which I fully endorse. But I do note,
for the record — without verballing him — that
Mr Philip Davis has said that the Leader of the
Opposition in effect has a veto over this appointment. I
also note for the record that the minister has not
disagreed.
Hon. R. A. Dalla-Riva — I haven’t been asked!
Mr LENDERS — I am noting it for the record.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — That was a
good try by Mr Lenders. I was listening to Mr Pakula,
Ms Pennicuik and Mr Davis, and then Mr Lenders got
up, so I thought I would let everyone make their
speeches, but I appreciate his endeavours to try to ramp
something up that is not there. We have made it clear
that the consultation process in the Victorian
Inspectorate Bill 2011 for the inaugural appointment is
modelled on similar processes for the inaugural
appointment of commissioners in legislation
establishing anticorruption bodies in Queensland and
Western Australia.
I also note that the appointment of the Inspector, as
provided for in clause 14(2), as was indicated, will
come from people of high calibre. It will be a person
who:
a)

is or has been, or is qualified for appointment as, a judge
of —
(i)

the High Court; or

(ii) the Federal Court; or
(iii) the Supreme Court of Victoria or another State or a
Territory;
(b) is not a member of the Parliament of Victoria or of the
Commonwealth or of another State or a Territory;
(c) is not, and has not been, a Commissioner, Acting
Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner, or Acting
Deputy Commissioner, of the IBAC.

It would be fair to say that the eligibility and status of
the person appointed as Inspector would be of a calibre
that the people of Victoria would expect.
As I indicated earlier, we do not believe, as was
outlined in terms of the process, that it is likely that the
IBAC Committee will be operational by the time the
government seeks to appoint an Inspector. Therefore
the government is of the firm view that the consultation
process in clause 15(4) provides an appropriate
alternative process for appointment of the inaugural
Inspector. I will just put on the record that I will not be
verballed by members of this Parliament in relation to
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what is proposed. I have been very clear and concise
about what we are doing as a government with this
particular bill.
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — Deputy
President, the minister read a prepared statement before
he even heard Mr Philip Davis’s comment or my
comment. I do not resile from the comment I made that
the chair of the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee (PAEC) got up in this house and talked of a
process and that in his remarks he said — and I do not
think I am verballing anybody — ‘I know that the
Leader of the Opposition effectively has a veto’. I note
that the minister did not rebut that statement.
This is a new body and a serious procedure. We have
had put on the table by the chair of the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee a concept, and I explored the
concept with the minister and got a little lecture that I
am not to verbal him. When the chair of PAEC brings
forward a process that specifically talks about checks
and balances, we get read an explanatory memorandum
to a clause which does not even address the issue of
whether the Leader of the Opposition effectively has a
veto and what consultation means. I will not dwell on
this, because we will not get an answer from this
minister — he will read another prepared speech at
me — but I just note for the record that when the
Legislative Council tries to address the issue of what
‘consultation’ means for this incredibly significant
body, it is dismissively dealt with by the minister at the
table, which does not leave any confidence in my mind
that the Premier consulting with the Leader of the
Opposition is anything more than him, on the way to
his press conference, making a phone call to say, ‘This
is a choice I have made’.
Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — Mr Lenders, I
did not want to progress a discussion about this in
detail, but as you have insisted, in effect — —
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! Through
the Chair.
Mr P. DAVIS — Mr Lenders has insisted that I
have said some words which in fact I have not said. Let
me come back to the point which was substantially
being made. The point that Mr Lenders was seeking to
make is that the process of appointment of a Governor
is in some sense prescribed in the same way as this bill
tries to prescribe the appointment of the Inspector. The
reality is, as Mr Lenders full well knows, that the
appointment of a Governor is a matter for the Premier
of the day to advise Her Majesty on, and there is no
obligation in any statute in relation to that matter, other
than it being as a courtesy to the Leader of the
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Opposition for the time being. The Leader of the
Opposition for the time being will of course have a
view that they may prefer somebody else. But at the
end of the day, to the best of my recollection, there has
never been a debate between premiers and leaders of
the opposition about that appointment; there has only
been the pleasure of the Leader of the Opposition being
informed of who the Premier is going to nominate to
that office.
However, this legislation is, as is the IBAC bill,
materially a different framework. This legislative
structure ensures that in the long run appointees are
subject to an oversight process, and there is a specific
veto in relation to future appointments. However, in
relation to the inaugural appointments, we do know that
in practice the process for identifying, recruiting and
appointing appropriate officers to these roles will need
to be driven pretty expeditiously to get IBAC
established and get the inspectorate established. To
achieve that outcome it is important that those matters
not be impeded by, in my view — —
Hon. M. P. Pakula — By scrutiny.
Mr P. DAVIS — No, by the inevitability of the time
it will take to have a properly resourced, properly
supported secretariat and properly established
parliamentary committee in place and functioning to
undertake an oversight function.
Hon. M. P. Pakula interjected.
Mr P. DAVIS — It will in reality take some time to
establish that, and I am surprised that Mr Pakula, who is
deputy chair of the Parliament’s senior oversight
committee, is interjecting and shaking his head.
Mr Pakula would know full well, as my colleague
Mr O’Donohue, the chair of the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee, understands full well, that
these oversight functions are incredibly challenging and
time consuming, and they are critically important
functions of the Parliament. For a proposition to come
forward, supported by the opposition and the Greens,
that we should delay the introduction of IBAC to a time
that would be ultimately at the convenience of a
parliamentary committee that is yet to be formed, is
quite challenging. I think it is challenging to the whole
notion of expediting the appointment of IBAC and the
inspectorate.
I will close my remarks with this, but in my view there
is a need for this provision to be adopted intact without
amendment to expeditiously see to the appointment of
the officer who will hold the role of the Inspector.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! I will put
Mr Pakula’s amendment 2 to clause 15, which is a test
of his amendment 1.
Committee divided on amendment 2:
Ayes, 18
Barber, Mr
Broad, Ms
Darveniza, Ms
Eideh, Mr
Elasmar, Mr
Hartland, Ms
Jennings, Mr
Leane, Mr
Lenders, Mr

Pakula, Mr
Pennicuik, Ms
Pulford, Ms
Scheffer, Mr (Teller)
Somyurek, Mr
Tarlamis, Mr
Tee, Mr (Teller)
Tierney, Ms
Viney, Mr

Noes, 20
Atkinson, Mr
Coote, Mrs (Teller)
Crozier, Ms
Dalla-Riva, Mr
Davis, Mr D.
Davis, Mr P.
Drum, Mr
Elsbury, Mr
Finn, Mr (Teller)
Hall, Mr

Koch, Mr
Kronberg, Mrs
Lovell, Ms
O’Brien, Mr
O’Donohue, Mr
Ondarchie, Mr
Petrovich, Mrs
Peulich, Mrs
Ramsay, Mr
Rich-Phillips, Mr

Pair
Mikakos, Ms

Guy, Mr

Amendment negatived.
Clause agreed to; clauses 16 to 49 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Report adopted.
Third reading
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although he said it would be opened if we needed it. In
the minister’s policy announcement he said that the
north–south pipeline would only be turned on — and I
am happy to stand corrected if I am wrong — if
Melbourne’s water supply is less than 30 per cent as at
1 November in any given year. That was the policy
announcement the minister made, and he makes the
rules because he is the minister.
The action I seek is that the minister provide some
clarification as to whether that 30 per cent is actually
30 per cent of the water in the 10 dams that comprise
Melbourne’s water storages or whether that 30 per cent
includes the 12 gigalitres, at this stage, in the Sugarloaf
pipeline allocation, which is on the Melbourne Water
website water report — and I am happy to give that
report to Mr Hall, although he could get it from the
web. Presumably the extra 75 gigalitres that will be
added to that each year in the new water entitlements of
Melbourne Water will be stored in Lake Eildon but can
be traded by Melbourne Water on the short-term water
market.
The specific action I seek from the minister is to clarify
whether his definition of 30 per cent capacity in
Melbourne’s dams on 1 November includes the Eildon
allocation which Melbourne Water cannot use. Is the
30 per cent the water in the 10 dams, or is the 30 per
cent the water in the 10 dams plus the allocation in
Eildon?
The second action I seek from the minister in
clarification is: will that 75-gigalitre allocation that
Melbourne Water users have paid for aggregate at
75 gigalitres a year, as was in the original terms of the
water rules inherited by this government on
1 December last year?

Motion agreed to.

Glen Devon Primary School site: future

Read third time.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Water: storages
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — The
matter I raise on the adjournment tonight is for the
attention of the Minister for Water, Peter Walsh, and
the action I seek is that he provide me with some
information for clarification. Last week the minister
announced that the north–south pipeline was closed,

Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter this evening is for the attention of
the Minister for Education and relates to the former
Glen Devon Primary School site in Werribee. I have
been working with a number of organisations in the
Werribee area attempting to utilise the former Glen
Devon site for some sort of community use.
Unfortunately this afternoon I received news that a
wing of the school had burnt down as the result of an
individual deciding they wanted to set fire to the place.
The police have that individual in custody and are
dealing with them. The action I seek from the minister
is that he assist the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development and my office in continuing to
work with community groups in the Werribee area to
find a resolution to this issue — that is, in trying to find
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a way forward now that a substantial portion of that
asset has been lost to fire.
Just as a bit of background, the Glen Devon Primary
School site was abandoned by the previous government
when it failed to merge that school and the Glen Orden
Primary School into Wyndham Park Primary School. It
was a debacle that ended with a majority of the students
from Glen Devon Primary School abandoning the new
school and going to other schools, which resulted in a
much lower number of kids going to Wyndham Park
Primary School. Add to that the fact the previous
government had already started a process to sell off the
site — getting rid of it and making it into housing; it did
not even consider a community use for it. This was
brought to my attention not too long into my term as a
member of Parliament, and I have since been working
with the community and with the Wyndham Vale
Community Learning Centre, with the Wyndham City
Council and with members of the education department
to provide services such as an English language school,
which would assist the very large Korean population in
the region around Market Road in Werribee where the
Glen Devon site is located.
I have also been told by the council as well as by the
community learning centre that there is a need for some
community assets in the area. Again, I ask the minister
to work with me and with the various groups that are
interested in this site to find a resolution for the benefit
of the community.

Disability services: individual support packages
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — My
matter is for the Minister for Community Services. I
wish to express the concerns that one of my
constituents has raised with me about the inflexibility of
the Department of Human Services (DHS) funding for
her disabled son, who turns 21 this Friday and who has
severe autism and behavioural issues. For privacy
reasons I will not use my constituent’s surname, only
his first name, but I have already provided a letter to the
Minister for Higher Education and Skills to pass on to
the Minister for Community Services setting out my
constituent’s full contact details.
I am raising this matter by way of the adjournment
debate because the response I received last week from
Mrs Coote, who is the Parliamentary Secretary for
Families and Community Services, was completely
unsatisfactory. My constituent was also very unhappy
with the response she received. My constituent has
made many requests to the Department of Human
Services for appropriate support, which includes
behavioural therapy, speech therapy, occupational
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therapy, extra and appropriate respite and equipment
costs for what specialists have advised her son Dean
will need to remain at home. Dean’s parents want more
than anything to continue to provide love and support to
their son within the family home, but they are
concerned that the support they have received to date is
not appropriate and not adequate for Dean’s needs.
Expert medical evidence of what Dean requires has
been provided, but this appears to have fallen on deaf
ears.
Dean’s parents are understandably anxious about their
ability to care for their son into the future. They are
keen for their son to remain in their care at home and to
continue to receive behavioural therapy from
Ms Jeanette Coombes, who has achieved very positive
outcomes, as well as other therapeutic support.
My constituent and her family are despairing of their
situation. Her home has been regularly damaged by her
son during his violent outbursts. Many local services,
including respite services, have now refused to work
with my constituent’s son because of his violent
behaviour. Dean was recently hospitalised for a
prolonged period because the family felt so helpless
and had nowhere else to take him. It is an indictment
that parents need to threaten to leave their son at a
hospital’s emergency department to get some additional
support. They then relinquished care to DHS for the
next one and a half weeks after the hospitalisation, but
the family then decided to bring him back home. As a
result the family was offered some additional respite
care hours per week and $3000 towards a behaviour
assessment, even though the report will cost $7000 to
complete.
The problem is that while Dean is in receipt of an
individual support package the funding does not
appropriately cover his needs. My understanding is that
there used to be greater flexibility under the previous
government as to how individual support packages
could be used. This was certainly the experience of
Dean’s family. Funds not used for respite, for example,
could be used for other services. The family had some
discretion about these matters.
I call on the minister to provide appropriate supports
and restore flexibility to the integrated support packages
so that parents such as my constituents, who
desperately want to continue to provide the best care for
their son at home, can do so. The family particularly
wishes to use funds that have been allocated for respite
funding to be reallocated to appropriate behaviour
therapies for Dean, including a behaviour assessment to
be completed to help the family learn how to better
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manage Dean’s behaviour, but the family has been
advised to date that this is not possible.

Local government: town planning
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister
for Planning, the Honourable Matthew Guy. It is in
relation to an approach by the Northern Grampians
Shire Council to me last week looking for information
and guidance about how the Baillieu government would
provide ongoing support for town planners in their
shire.
I raise this matter with the minister given that it is not
only the Northern Grampians shire, particularly in my
electorate of Western Victoria Region, that is having
problems in relation to expertise and skill in town
planning and town planners in general. It is a legacy
that we inherited from the previous government, where
there has been no significant investment in town
planners for local councils. Those local councils
previously have had to deal with an overregulated
system with long and convoluted planning processes,
with a backlog of planning applications and with
considerable inopportunity, if I can use that word, of
having the appropriate expertise and the appropriate
staff in planning to accommodate them.
Local government has been the hardest hit, and many
councils are struggling with planning responsibilities
shifted upon them by the previous government without
funding to compensate for the extra responsibilities, and
hence the reality of the term ‘cost shifting’. Limited
planning support also puts more pressure on the
efficiency of councils to make timely planning
decisions, denying the communities optimal
opportunities.
I have scheduled a meeting next week with Northern
Grampians shire to discuss its planning requirements,
and I also note that in September last year we, as the
opposition, also identified the problem and the inherited
legacy of that lack of skill and expertise in town
planning available to local councils. So I ask the
minister prior to this meeting: what information can I
provide the council with in relation to what the Baillieu
government can offer to that council and other local
councils across my electorate by way of town planning
assistance?

WorkSafe Victoria: workplace bullying
procedures
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Assistant
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Treasurer and is in relation to his responsibility for
WorkSafe. WorkSafe is charged with the important
task of dealing with workplace bullying. However, by
the time a complaint about bullying is brought to the
attention of WorkSafe, it will have already become
highly distressing and harmful to the victim. The
government is aware of the damage caused by
workplace bullying to victims and their families and
friends.
In May when we debated the Crimes Amendment
(Bullying) Bill 2011, or Brodie’s law, I said:
This is one step, but it is not the end of the road — there is so
much more to do. I urge the government to take up that
challenge and spend the rest of its first term working out how
we can stamp out bullying in all its forms.

The Victorian edition of the 7.30 program has reported
twice this month on the harrowing process of making
bullying compensation claims and the terrible
consequences, including victims taking their own lives.
As I said on 7.30 on 4 November, there are also many
walking wounded whose lives have been damaged by
bullying and whose stories are never heard.
In recent months I have been contacted by several
people who have been bullied at work and then suffered
further distress after taking their claims to WorkSafe. I
have spoken to the minister about one of these cases.
One woman was sacked when she complained of
bullying. Her experiences at work and her subsequent
dealings with WorkSafe have taken her livelihood and
health. Next her home will be taken. She says she has
had suicidal thoughts. Despite her devastation, this
person now plans to help other victims by establishing a
foundation to support them in the many aspects of their
lives that are affected.
A man who has contacted me was bullied by his
employer after he raised safety concerns in his
workplace. This is illegal. His attempts to involve
WorkSafe failed. He was eventually injured by the
bullying and made a WorkCover claim. Only then did
WorkSafe prosecute his employer.
A former WorkSafe employee told me details of the
bullying she experienced at WorkSafe and the way her
complaint was handled. This woman’s experiences
raise very serious concerns about WorkSafe’s culture
and internal complaint procedures. An investigation by
the Age in September revealed that bullying is a serious
problem within WorkSafe. It was reported that the
board of WorkSafe was assessing some ‘organisational
issues’ and was expected to address bullying concerns.
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The serious problems that people raise with me about
WorkSafe are urgent public health and safety issues. In
a previous life I spent a lot of time working on this
issue and hearing many harrowing stories. It has not
stopped. Internal reviews will not be enough to uncover
the problems and find solutions at WorkSafe. I request
that the Assistant Treasurer urgently commission a
review of WorkSafe’s procedures in relation to
investigating complaints made to it about workplace
bullying and harassment, including the handling of
internal complaints, and I ask that he report to
Parliament about that review.

Deakin University: early childhood education
Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Higher Education
and Skills, the Honourable Peter Hall. In doing so I
commend the minister for his commitment to delivering
the best possible higher education and adult education
outcomes in regional Victoria, particularly in my
electorate of Western Victoria Region. Several projects
of the Baillieu government have had a profound impact
on higher education outcomes in my electorate. They
include, but are not limited to, the growth in funding for
the Ballarat campus of Australian Catholic University
and $10.2 million for the regional student
accommodation at the Warrnambool and Waurn Ponds
campuses of Deakin University.
I am reminded of the words of my father-in-law,
Mr Ron Denholm, who was a principal in the early
childhood education sector in Boinka, which is in the
Mallee near Ouyen, and in Goroka in Papua New
Guinea. He taught the current Premier of Tasmania. He
said it must be noted that a good early childhood
education provides our kids with the best start in life
and can drastically affect future learning outcomes.
With this in mind I commend the Minister for Children
and Early Childhood Development, Ms Lovell, for her
exemplary work in delivering early childhood funding
that is having an impact in key and high-growth areas
in western Victoria, including Inverleigh, where I was
fortunate enough to attend the opening of a
kindergarten facility some months ago. This funding
has included a $2 million early learning hub in
Grovedale, $1 million for a kindergarten in Barwon
Heads and $500 000 for a kindergarten in Torquay.
I should say I may have a pecuniary benefit in relation
to that, because my growing family will have a need for
kindergarten facilities in Torquay over the years ahead.
I take this opportunity to send my best wishes to my
wife, Janine, and my children Lily, Sam and Ned. I will
formally advise members of the house of the name of
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my youngest child, because Hansard still has the last
reflection of Mr Pakula, who proposed through an
interjection that we call her Inga. Nothing would be
wrong with that of course, but we have named my other
child Isabelle Victoria. There was a late charge for
Olivia, after Olivia Newton-John, whom my
father-in-law apparently once dated, but we have stuck
with Isabelle Victoria. We have delivered in our first
year a 25 per cent growth in our family, as part of the
families statement.
Returning to the outcome I seek from the minister, we
all know that quality teachers are among the greatest
influences on learning outcomes for young people. As
we now go into a situation where all children will be
required to have 10 to 15 hours per week of preschool
education, the need for high-quality early childhood
teachers is ever more pressing. I am fortunate that in
my electorate Deakin University is an excellent
provider of early childhood education through its
bachelor of early childhood education and has had great
success using the Deakin at Your Doorstep program to
expand access to tertiary education. That is why I ask
the minister to explore some means of assisting Deakin
and to provide opportunities to other providers to train
more locals in early childhood education to meet the
ever-growing need for their expertise in my region.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I will let that
adjournment matter through tonight, but frankly the
contributions of Mr O’Brien and Ms Pennicuik concern
me. Basically they do not fit the adjournment
instructions that I have previously sent out to members.
Yes, there is an opportunity to provide context to the
action sought or the question raised, but in my view
both of those adjournment matters were setpiece
speeches. Perhaps members need to have another look
at those guidelines and make sure their adjournment
items address or support a question or an action. They
should not simply be a speech on how wonderful things
are in an electorate, which might be good for the
newspapers but is not what this debate is about. Some
of the examples Ms Pennicuik gave were, again, too
much of a set piece rather than necessary context.

Rail: Southland station
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Tonight I raise an adjournment matter for the Minister
for Public Transport. At the last election both the Labor
Party and the Liberal Party promised to build Southland
railway station. The Liberals committed just
$13 million to the project, while Labor committed
$45 million. Despite an announcement made by the
Liberal government that it would release the full
costings and concept design days before the May
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budget, it only announced funding of $700 000 for
planning. This uncertainty has led to concerns in the
local community about the future of the proposed
Southland station, and many constituents have raised
questions about it with me. What is the real cost of the
station? What other services will be cut to deliver the
shortfall? When will all the money be allocated in the
budget? And when will it actually be built? The action I
seek is that the minister provide some clarity with
regard to these matters.
I was listening attentively last night to the contribution
from Mrs Peulich during the adjournment debate, and I
also studied statements made in the other place
yesterday by the member for Bentleigh, Ms Miller, and
the member for Mordialloc, Ms Wreford, and none of
them asked the key questions that I am being asked by
my constituents. Given the concerns and uncertainty
around this issue and the failure of Mrs Peulich,
Ms Miller and Ms Wreford to provide answers to these
questions, I ask that the minister clarify these matters.

Ballarat base hospital: helipad
Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — I rise to speak on
this government’s commitment to the people of Ballarat
to build a helipad at the Ballarat base hospital and the
failure of Labor to build the helipad over its 11 years in
government. I was disappointed to read the comments
made by the member for Ballarat West in the other
place, Ms Knight, that attacked the work of the Ballarat
helipad implementation group, which I was proud to
chair. The group worked diligently for six months to
secure the best possible outcome for the Ballarat
community, and I especially want to acknowledge the
work of the community members who have been
working for this outcome for many years.
For the benefit of the house, especially new members
who may not be aware of the history of this issue —
and I can only presume the member for Ballarat West is
one — I will recap. I moved a motion in 2004 calling
on the Labor government to support the establishment
of a Ballarat helipad at the hospital. The Labor Party
voted down this motion in 2004 and refused to support
the establishment of the helipad. In contrast, the Liberal
Party went to the 2006 election with a clear policy to
build a helipad. Despite widespread community support
for this project, the Labor Party failed to build it during
its 11 years of government. The coalition again went to
the 2010 election with a clear policy to build the
Ballarat helipad, and upon election it identified the
helipad in the state budget as a clear priority to be
funded in future budgets. An implementation group
was formed to identify and recommend the best
locations for this helipad.
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The work of Ambulance Victoria, Ballarat Health
Services, community members, the City of Ballarat and
the Department of Health was thorough and detailed. I
am shocked and remain deeply disappointed that
Ms Knight would choose to attack the work of the
committee, and she should apologise to those members
who worked hard to develop these recommendations.
The simple fact is that you need only look at what
Labor does instead of what Labor says to realise that it
cannot be trusted on the Ballarat helipad matter. During
11 years, it did nothing.
I ask the minister to continue his strong and
unequivocal support for the Ballarat helipad and the
local community and to pay no attention to the
hypocritical and unjustified rantings of members of the
Labor Party in their attempts to airbrush their failures
out of the public’s memory.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I am going to be
magnanimous tonight and let that adjournment item
through too, but that was another setpiece speech. It
was very clearly a speech rather than an adjournment
matter in the context of the way we run our
adjournment debates. Perhaps we are all pushing the
envelope a bit, but that item was in exactly the same
context as the other two.
The other thing is I need to know which minister the
matter was directed to.
Mr KOCH — The Minister for Health.

Manufacturing: Victorian Competition and
Efficiency Commission report
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My adjournment matter is directed to the Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade, Richard Dalla-Riva.
The government has been sitting on the Victorian
Competition and Efficiency Commission report on the
manufacturing industry for some months now. I ask
that the minister respond to the VCEC report as soon as
he can, given the circumstances of our manufacturing
industry in Victoria.

Wedge-tailed eagle: statistics
Mrs PETROVICH (Northern Victoria) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Environment
and Climate Change. It relates to an issue that was
highlighted to me around 18 months ago when a
wedge-tailed eagle was shot in the Clonbinane area.
The wedge-tailed eagle mates for life, eats primarily
rabbits and rodents and in Australia is at the top of the
food chain. It is not even fussy about picking up a bit of
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carrion, which has in some respects caused a few
problems. These beautiful birds suffer from a bad
reputation as they are viewed as killers of livestock. I
would like to highlight the fact that a study has been
done at Healesville Sanctuary to disprove this myth: a
sheep and an eagle lived together in harmony for seven
weeks.
The wedge-tailed eagle was hunted to near extinction in
the 1930s but is now protected, and its numbers are
recovering. I have to confess a love of raptors and was
privileged recently to meet several charming
ambassadors for this species. They were Chook, an
Australian buzzard whose party trick is cracking an
emu egg with a rock, a barn owl with some attitude and
a magnificent wedge-tailed eagle that was rather taken
with his carer and offered her a piece of his rabbit. I
would like to congratulate the Wildflight centre based
at Flemington racecourse for raising awareness of this
beautiful species.
The action I seek from the Minister for Environment
and Climate Change is that Parks Victoria provide data
on the number of breeding pairs of wedge-tailed eagles
in Victoria and their recovery from near extinction.

Gaming: Doxa Social Club
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
never thought I would hear the words ‘I have to confess
a love of raptors’ in the house. The matter I wish to
raise this evening is for the Minister for Gaming. It
relates to a story in the Herald Sun of 16 November
headed ‘Time’s up for pokies at Flinders Street
Station’. The story includes an interview with the
Premier and revolves around his $1 million design
competition for Flinders Street station — which is now
a $1.6 million design competition. The article contains
an assertion from a government source that the redesign
of Flinders Street station would see the Clocks venue,
which contains about 100 electronic gaming machines,
in effect evicted from Flinders Street station.
The venue is operated by the Doxa Social Club. I
would have thought this was a bit inconvenient for
whoever made the commitment, but Doxa has a
binding lease until 2023. What is more surprising is that
the first time anyone involved in the operation of the
venue — that is, the staff, the management and anyone
in the senior management — knew about that decision
was when they read about it in the Herald Sun. It is
apparent that nobody from the government spoke to the
Doxa Social Club before the announcement was made
in the paper, and as far as I am aware no-one from the
government has spoken to them since.

Thursday, 24 November 2011

We all have views about poker machines, and some of
those views are firmly and genuinely held, but I think
most people would agree that an organisation should
not find out through the newspapers that one of its
enterprises is being closed. I ask that the minister
provide the operator with some clarity in regard to its
future by having someone from his department or his
office advise it of exactly what the situation is. I also
ask that he advise me in writing of three things: firstly,
whether there was any dialogue between any
departmental officers or his staff and the Doxa Social
Club management prior to the Herald Sun story of
16 November.
Mrs Peulich — This is not question time!
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — I think this is more of an
adjournment matter than simply asking a minister to
keep plugging on, which is what we have had from
members of the government. I ask the minister to
advise me in writing, secondly, of whether there has
been any dialogue since the newspaper article; and
thirdly, whether the government intends to require
Metro Trains Melbourne to break the 2023 lease that it
has with Doxa and, if so, where the 100 electronic
gaming machines will go.
The PRESIDENT — Order! The member can only
pose one question, but if we assume that the question he
is posing is that he wants some detail, that might well
cover some of the matters he has raised.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA — Can I clarify the issue?
The PRESIDENT — Order! It is on the record.
That is fine. The minister has sufficient information
from what the member has said.

Tourism: Werribee
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I wish to raise
a matter for the Minister for Tourism and Major Events.
I am sure everyone in this house is well aware that I am
very fond of the Werribee tourism precinct. I am
enthusiastic about its potential, just as I am enthusiastic
about tourism generally, particularly as a potential
employer in the Werribee area. We need jobs down
there probably more than we need most other things,
and tourism is something that can provide those jobs.
As I have often said, tourism is money in the bank.
In this particular instance we have real potential with
the Werribee tourism precinct. As I have mentioned
before, we have the Werribee Open Range Zoo, with
the recently opened gorilla exhibit, which is
extraordinarily impressive. We have the Victoria State
Rose Garden, Werribee Park National Equestrian
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Centre, Werribee Mansion and Werribee Park Golf
Club, and very shortly we will have the considerable
marina that is being built just around the corner and
down the road at Werribee South.
That precinct and the entire Werribee South area are
going to be a significant tourism drawcard. Of course
that is going to present some difficulties, because at the
moment the infrastructure is not there. The precinct is
not capable of dealing with the sorts of crowds we are
expecting, but I hasten to add that this also presents
some huge opportunities for the Werribee area and for
tourism in Victoria, because I believe this is something
people will travel a long way to see.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — So long as you are not there!
Mr FINN — There are so many different things you
can see in such a small area. I do not know whether
Mr Pakula has ever been to Werribee, but I would be
happy to show him some of the things we have there. It
is a very long way from Black Rock, but I would be
happy to take him down there and show him the
gorillas, if indeed he would like me to do that.
I believe we have the opportunity to show the rest of
Victoria, the rest of Australia and indeed much of the
world that this section of Victoria is really worth
coming to see. I ask the minister to join me and visit
Werribee to speak with tourism operators, the local
Wyndham council and others who would be involved
and are involved in this wonderful opportunity for
Victoria. I ask her to join me at her earliest convenience
so that she can see for herself exactly what I am talking
about and the huge potential that we have in Werribee.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Can Mr Finn assure
me that he has raised the zoo before? On the last
occasion, am I correct in thinking it was in regard to
roads in that area, so this is a different item?
Mr FINN — Yes, on that occasion it was a mention
of the monkeys.

Metropolitan Traffic Education Centre: driver
training
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is for Mr Mulder in his guise as
Minister for Roads, and it is regarding a not-for-profit
driver education organisation known as METEC, or the
Metropolitan Traffic Education Centre. METEC is
located in Kilsyth and has a 5-kilometre road which has
a set of traffic lights, a level crossing and other
elements that feature on normal roads. One thing
METEC does is facilitate year 10 students who spend
some time studying road safety and then going out with
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driving instructors. The idea is that, because they are
younger than the age at which they can get L plates, it is
the first time they are able to get behind the wheel and
use the brakes and the accelerator. It gives them the
opportunity to drive around for a couple of hours in a
controlled environment.
Considering recent well-covered stories in the media
about a number of deaths of young people, a lot of
questions have been asked about how we could address
this problem. I know the member for Kilsyth has
invited the minister to visit METEC. I urge the minister
to encourage his department, VicRoads, to rethink its
position about the value of early driver education for
young people.
I put on the record that I think people at the higher level
of VicRoads management are excellent — without
naming them and putting back their careers. During the
last term of government I had a meeting with a couple
of people in the education section of VicRoads, and
their view is, based on their studies and statistics, that
this particular type of early learning is a waste of time.
Because we keep on seeing young people die on our
roads in some horrific and multiple accidents, intuition
tells me and many other people that this type of
learning has to be good. I urge the minister to knock
some heads together at VicRoads and think about this
issue. It needs to be put back on the agenda to assist
young people.

White Ribbon Day
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
raise a matter for the attention of the Minister for
Women’s Affairs in relation to White Ribbon Day,
which is scheduled for tomorrow. I commend the
minister on drawing public attention to this scourge in
society and also to her endeavour today in gaining the
support of more than 60 members of Parliament, many
of whom had busy schedules, who posed for a
photograph together and committed to never excusing
or remaining silent about violence against women.
Anyone who wants to make that commitment can do so
at www.myoath.com.au.
It is a very big problem. A report by the Australian
Institute of Criminology, Young Australians and
Domestic Violence, states that up to one-quarter of
young people in Australia have witnessed an incident
involving physical or domestic violence against their
mother or stepmother. The report also outlines that
people of lower socioeconomic status were about one
and a half times more likely to be aware of domestic
violence towards their mother than people from higher
socioeconomic households. Indigenous youth in
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particular are more likely to have experienced physical
domestic violence amongst their parents or parents’
partners.

to different ministers. I think Mr Leane was the only
one who doubled up with the Minister for Public
Transport.

It is a huge problem and a key priority for the Baillieu
government, as it should be for the whole of society, to
ensure that Victorian women are safe and incidents of
family violence are addressed. In the South Eastern
Metropolitan Region the investment of the Baillieu
government has exceeded $50 million this year to
combat domestic violence through prevention,
education and response initiatives to increase the safety
of women and children and hold perpetrators to
account.

Mr Lenders raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Water seeking clarification of the policy
position on the use of the north–south pipeline, and I
will convey that request to my colleague Minister
Walsh.

While women are often the victims, the effect on
children in the family is profound. I was therefore very
interested to read about White Ribbon’s Breaking the
Silence in Schools program, which began in New South
Wales in 2009 and has now been implemented in over
60 schools.
The program works to inspire principals to strengthen
the culture of respect in their schools in a way that is
age appropriate for their students and engages all parts
of the school community; builds on the knowledge and
skills already existing in schools, as evident in, for
example, personal development, resilience and
antibullying programs; and involves training school
leaders, including principals and other executives,
based around male leadership, primary prevention and
gender and power. Finally, the program focuses on
school leaders becoming partners in the prevention of
violence against women. Principals and subsequently
teachers are provided with the resources and
strengthened skills to implement and broaden programs
that work to create a culture of respect across the school
community.
I therefore ask the Minister for Women’s Affairs to
provide an update on the Baillieu government’s
commitment to tackling domestic violence against
women in the south-east and on any further
opportunities to potentially further enhance and
strengthen that commitment, especially through
education programs such as White Ribbon’s Breaking
the Silence in Schools program.

Responses
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I do not have any written responses to
adjournment items tonight, but I can give a verbal
response to the 14 items raised, once again across a
broad range of topics from raptors to railway stations. It
is of some interest that of the 14 matters raised, 13 were

Mr Elsbury raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Education, concerning the future use of the
former Glen Devon Primary School site in Werribee. I
commend him for his admirable efforts to find a valid
and useful community purpose for that site, and I will
convey that request for assistance to the minister.
Ms Mikakos raised an issue for the Minister for
Community Services regarding assistance for a
constituent of hers whose son suffers from autism.
Ms Mikakos has given me a letter and asked me to
convey it to the minister outlining some details of the
name of that constituent, and I will pass on that request.
Mr Ramsay raised a matter for the Minister for
Planning. Essentially he was seeking some advice on
assisting councils on town planning matters, and I will
pass on that request.
Ms Pennicuik raised a matter for the Assistant
Treasurer regarding WorkSafe. She again continued her
advocacy for prevention of workplace bullying and was
urging the minister to do likewise, and I will pass that
request on.
Mr O’Brien raised a matter for my attention, and I am
pleased to be able to dispose of that by way of direct
response to Mr O’Brien this evening. He asked about
ways in which we could expand the opportunity for
people to train as early childhood educators in his
electorate and put the case for why there is a need to do
so. I can assure Mr O’Brien that this particular matter is
foremost in my thoughts with regard to improving the
delivery of education for early childhood services
educators. Indeed I say to him I think there is some
encouraging news that may be forthcoming soon about
opportunities for people in his electorate to train in that
way. I will keep him advised on that. My best wishes
also to young Isobel Victoria.
Mr Tarlamis raised a matter for the Minister for Public
Transport regarding the proposed Southland station. He
sought clarification on costing matters associated with
the station, and I will convey that request to the
Minister for Public Transport.
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Mr Koch raised a matter for the Minister for Health,
and he put on record his continued support of and
advocacy for a helipad at Ballarat. He asked if the
Minister for Health would assist him in that regard. I
will pass on that request.
Mr Somyurek raised a matter for the Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade, urging him to
respond to the Victorian Competition and Efficiency
Commission inquiry into the Victorian manufacturing
industry. I will pass those urgings on to the Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade.
Mrs Petrovich raised a matter for the Minister for
Environment and Climate Change concerning
wedge-tailed eagles and requested an outline of the
measures that the government is putting in place to
protect this species. I will pass that matter on.
Mr Pakula raised a matter for the Minister for Gaming
regarding the Doxa Social Club and the apparent lack
of consultation in respect of a material change to the
club’s operations as a result of the redevelopment of
Flinders Street station. He particularly sought details of
what consultation has happened and what consultation
will happen with that organisation. I will pass that
request on to the Minister for Gaming.
Mr Finn raised a matter for the Minister for Tourism
and Major Events regarding the Werribee tourism
precinct. He continued his staunch advocacy for that
part of his electorate, and he invited the Minister for
Tourism and Major Events to assist him in that regard. I
will pass that request on to the minister.
Mr Leane raised an important matter about driver
training and education, particularly for young drivers.
Given the recent horrific incidents that we are all aware
of, it is no wonder that this topic is foremost in the
minds of many of us. His particular request was that
VicRoads reconsider its views on early driver
education. I am not aware of any express views, but I
think Mr Leane raised an important issue and I will
pass on to VicRoads his views regarding this matter.
Finally, Mrs Peulich raised a matter for the Minister for
Women’s Affairs regarding domestic violence and
noted that tomorrow is White Ribbon Day. She sought
an update from the minister on the government’s
commitment to tackle domestic violence. I am sure the
minister will be able to give her a very sound and
responsible response to that request once I convey it to
her.
The PRESIDENT — Order! The house stands
adjourned.

House adjourned 7.17 p.m until Tuesday,
6 December.
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appropriate ministers.

Tuesday, 22 November 2011
Planning: activity centres
Raised with:

Minister for Planning

Raised by:

Mrs Peulich

Raised on:

1 June 2011

REPLY:
Structure plans for activities areas can establish a framework for the future development and revitalisation of many
of our best loved places; where shops, services, employment, entertainment and higher density housing come
together, centred around public transport.
Through its Department of Planning and Community Development (DPCD), state government provides guidance
and support to councils in their preparation of structure plans for activities areas and community and stakeholder
engagement is an important part of any structure planning process.
There are several activities areas in metropolitan Melbourne that straddle municipal boundaries.
Guidelines prepared by DPCD encourage councils to undertake meaningful and effective engagement in a range of
forms with their communities and key stakeholders, including with adjoining councils. These guidelines provide
clear direction for councils.
DPCD is also available to assist councils in their translation of structure plans into appropriate statutory controls
and provisions within their municipal planning schemes. Adjoining councils are required to be given formal notice
of such planning scheme amendments; where these would be of interest to them.

Fire blight: New Zealand imports
Raised with:

Minister for Agriculture and Food Security

Raised by:

Mr Drum

Raised on:

18 August 2011

REPLY:
Thank you for your adjournment debate question of 18 August 2011, in which you express concern about the
import of apples from New Zealand (NZ) under standard commercial production practices and request an
explanation of what the state is doing to push these concerns onto the federal government.
I share your concerns about the potentially heightened risk of fire blight and other pests of quarantine concern
resulting from the import of NZ apples and the potential impact on Victorian industries and rural communities. In
particular I recognise the significant impact fire blight would have on the pome fruit industry and especially the
pear industry. The Department of Primary Industries (DPI) Victoria has already provided a submission to
Biosecurity Australia (BA) and expressed concern about the threat from pests and diseases that may arise as a result
of adopting standard commercial practices. Specifically, DPI has sought assurances from BA that the Integrated
Fruit Production (IFP) program which forms the basis of commercial apple production in NZ will be subject to
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ongoing audit by Australian and New Zealand quarantine authorities, to minimise the risk of importing diseases
such as fire blight.
I also called for stronger action when I raised the issue of NZ apple imports at the recent Primary Industries
Ministerial Council (PIMC) meeting held in Perth on 14 July 2011. PIMC representatives discussed a number of
issues, including the consequences of fire blight on local pome fruit industries, the need for detection and
management of late-season trauma blight in NZ orchards and the particular risk posed by imports of organic apples.
As a result of these discussions, the council has sought urgent advice to confirm that streptomycin and other
antibiotics are made available for emergency use in the event that fire blight was detected in Australia.
It is not possible to restore the measures imposed by the commonwealth since 2007 because they have been ruled
invalid by the World Trade Organisation. However, I have requested DPI to evaluate the options for protecting
certain defined fruit production regions from introduction of outside apples if there is a risk of fire blight. I will give
consideration to the advice received from DPI in the context of risk to industry within Australia’s international
obligations. The government’s first obligation remains to do all that is appropriate to protect the industry from an
outbreak.

Crime: Colac
Raised with:

Attorney-General

Raised by:

Ms Pulford

Raised on:

30 August 2011

REPLY:
Pursuant to the Equal Opportunity Act 2010, the Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission is
responsible for public education with respect to the elimination of discrimination, sexual harassment and
victimisation, including raising community awareness of Victoria’s strong antidiscrimination laws. The purposes of
the act are promoted through direct engagement, educational programs, partnerships with community organisations
and sporting bodies, a comprehensive website, targeted advertising campaigns and regional initiatives. The
commissioner visited Colac in 2010 to raise awareness of equal opportunity and anti-discrimination laws within the
Colac community.
The work of the commission is supported by Victoria Police in the investigation of criminal offences where
discrimination is a factor. In July this year, Victoria Police launched its prejudice-motivated crime strategy, which
aims to reduce prejudice motivated crime in communities across Victoria, as well as building community
confidence to report prejudice motivated crime to police. Police in Colac have committed to continue to engage
with local youth on the issue of prejudice motivated crime and discrimination generally.

Blade Electric Vehicles: ministerial visit
Raised with:

Minister for Manufacturing, Exports and Trade

Raised by:

Mr Drum

Raised on:

13 October 2011

REPLY:
Castlemaine-based Blade Electric Vehicles produced the initial Blade ‘Electron’ vehicle in 2008 and has recently
developed a prototype for a new model of battery electric vehicle. On 15 September 2011 the company announced
a joint venture with Chinese-based lithium battery manufacturer, DLG Battery Limited. This joint venture is
expected to bring 100 new jobs to Castlemaine with targets of producing up to 800 new electric vehicle units in
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2012. The joint venture will also work with energy systems company IRES Asia Pacific Pty Ltd, to create a
renewable energy service and distribution network with the potential to create 250 jobs throughout Australia.
Blade Electric Vehicles is an innovative regional manufacturing company. The company’s establishment in
Castlemaine has developed a supply chain of businesses to support the production of these vehicles and has created
significant employment.
The Department of Business and Innovation recently met with Blade Electric Vehicles to discuss new investment
and expansion plans or Castlemaine, and also facilitated discussions with the Mount Alexander Shire Council
regarding site options and planning issues.
I also met with Blade Electric Vehicles on 4 November 2011 and hear about Blade’s future business aspiration
which includes the manufacture of energy storage systems for households. I was encouraged to hear that a regional
company is diversifying its business into areas that offers great opportunities to service a growing market.
Discussions with Blade Electric Vehicles are ongoing, as the Victorian government seeks to work closely with
innovative regional businesses.

Local government: funding
Raised with:

Minister for Local Government

Raised by:

Mr Ramsay

Raised on:

13 October 2011

REPLY:
There has, in fact, been no increase in funding in real per capita terms in 2011–12 in the general purpose grants for
Victorian councils provided by the commonwealth government.
Over the past 15 years, financial assistance grants to local government have fallen from 1.02 per cent of total
commonwealth taxation revenue in 1996–97 to just 0.62 per cent in 2009–10.
Had financial assistance grants to Victorian councils been maintained at 1.02 per cent of commonwealth taxation
revenue there would have been $292 million more available to Victorian councils in 2009–10 than was actually
provided.
This is a significant decline in the commonwealth’s level of commitment to local government.
The coalition government is aware of the significant cost pressures many local councils in Victoria face. I will
continue to raise the issue of the level of funds provided to local government with the commonwealth government
to ensure that local communities in Victoria are adequately supported.
For its part, the Victorian coalition government has committed to support local government and Victorian
communities through initiatives including a $1 billion Regional Growth Fund to build strong regional cities and
country communities and $160 million in funding for upgrading roads and bridges across 40 rural councils.
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Wine industry: smoke taint
Raised with:

Minister for Agriculture and Food Security

Raised by:

Mr Lenders

Raised on:

26 October 2011

REPLY:
As noted by the honourable member, the coalition government has allocated $4 million over four years to establish
a ‘centre of expertise’ in Victoria to undertake cutting edge research to address the impact of smoke taint in wine.
The government understands the concerns of the grape and wine industries about the potential tainting of grapes
and wine from fuel reduction burning on public land, but is also obligated to protect Victorians from the
devastating impact of wildfire.
The government is committed to fully implementing the recommendations made by the 2009 bushfire royal
commission to significantly increase the amount of fuel reduction burning in Victoria to protect life and property.
Public land management agencies such as the Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) continue to
liaise closely with regional industry and community groups to ensure that, wherever possible, timing and conduct
of burns are carefully managed to avoid adverse impacts on other parties.
I am advised that DSE intends to trial improved advance notification arrangements in the coming planned burning
season to better address stakeholder concerns.
In the longer term, a key expectation of the ‘centre for expertise’ is that it will develop a user friendly risk
assessment tool to enable both wine grape growers and public land managers such as DSE to make better informed
decisions about their respective activities and thereby minimise the risk of smoke taint occurring.
I thank the honourable member for his question.

Bushfires: Dandenong Ranges
Raised with:

Minister for Bushfire Response

Raised by:

Mr O’Donohue

Raised on:

26 October 2011

REPLY:
The Dandenong Ranges bushfire landscape plan pilot program is a Victorian-first bushfire planning program
designed to improve bushfire preparedness in the local Dandenong Ranges. As a result of the pilot program, a
bushfire operational plan that is connected to all local fire safety treatments will be developed and exercised
annually by the community.
The bushfire operational plan will be used by the agencies and the community during a bushfire event. The fire
services commissioner will champion the pilot project, working closely with fire agencies, the Department of
Sustainability and Environment, local and state government and key community stakeholders.
A project management team made up of fire agencies and participating councils will facilitate local meetings across
four municipalities: Yarra Ranges, Knox, Casey and Cardinia.
The commissioner will also liaise with community advisory groups and engage experts such as research and fire
scientists and demographers to ensure that any discussion is based upon fact and scientific research.
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The pilot will also facilitate discussions about neighbourhood safer places and community fire refuges (i.e. does the
community need an NSP or refuge? Where should they be located?). However, we want to ensure these discussions
are based on evidence.
The fire services commissioner aims to empower community leaders and local fire agency leaders to lead the
discussions. We want to expand upon the level of community involvement that has already been achieved.
As the results of the many activities that form part of the pilot program are analysed and acted upon, they will be
made available so as to better inform bushfire planning in other areas of the state.
I trust this information is of assistance and thank you for raising this matter with me.

Information and communications technology: national broadband network
Raised with:

Minister for Technology

Raised by:

Mr Somyurek

Raised on:

27 October 2011

REPLY:
This government is engaging constructively with the commonwealth government and National Broadband
Network Company (NBN Co) to ensure that Victorian industry and broadband users get the best possible outcomes
from the initiative.
The Baillieu government is working with NBN Co and the commonwealth government across a range of issues,
including:
– attracting and securing NBN related investment into Victoria;
– engaging on planning, infrastructure access and transition arrangements of existing telecommunication services
used by the state and government agencies to the NBN platform;
– engaging on workforce development issues;
– facilitating the development of Victoria’s digital economy by demonstrating the productivity benefits of
broadband through the Broadband Enabled Innovation Program (BEIP);
– advocating to the commonwealth government for better policy settings, processes for development and
implementation of the NBN.
The Victorian government is applying a balanced and practical approach to the NBN. Any requests from NBN Co
or the commonwealth government for practical assistance with the rollout of the NBN are being considered on
merit and in the interests of the Victorian community.

Courage to Care: exhibition
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Ms Crozier

Raised on:

27 October 2011

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
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The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development has provided funding to support the Courage to
Care exhibition and educational program since 2000 through annual service agreements.
In 2000–01 the department (then known as the Department of Education, Employment and Training) funded the
development of the educational component of the program and has continued funding the program since that time.
– More than 26,000 Victorian senior secondary students have participated in the program since 2001.
– The department funding covers four exhibitions annually, usually two in metropolitan Melbourne and two in
regional Victoria.
– In 2010 the program was delivered in Mornington, Ballarat, North Melbourne and Kew and in 2011 in
Warrnambool, Echuca, Kerang and Broadmeadows.
– The program is particularly well received in regional areas.
In 2011 the department contracted a review of the Courage to Care program and has recently received the final
report. In line with the report recommendations, meetings will be held with Courage to Care about how they can
further develop the curriculum component of the educational program to broaden the scope of the program to
increase its relevance to 21st century learners.
The current service agreement with Courage to Care concludes in April 2012. The department will continue to
support the program through a new service agreement.

Victorian certificate of applied learning: funding
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Mr Leane

Raised on:

27 October 2011

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
VCAL was first introduced in 2003, and at that time funding was provided to support co-ordination to establish the
program. After eight years, VCAL is a well-established senior secondary certificate.
This year more than 18 700 Victorian students are expected to undertake VCAL with 429 providers across
Victoria. VCAL is an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate of education (VCE). VCAL
provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through applied learning.
There has been no reduction to the funding for the delivery of VCAL. Along with other programs offered in
Victorian government schools, VCAL continues to be funded through the student resource package (SRP). The
SRP is based on the number of students enrolled, and schools have flexibility within that budget provision to
deliver the programs and support that are designed to improve educational outcomes. This year SRP funding
supported an 8.5 per cent increase in the number of students undertaking the VCAL from 2010.
The change brings VCAL in line with the Vocational Education and Training in Schools (VETiS) and VCE
programs, which do not receive additional funding for coordination and have their coordination role funded within
the SRP.
Schools and other education providers have access to a number of support services for VCAL students. The
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA), the Victorian Applied Learning Association (VALA),
the local learning and employment networks (LLENs), and the workplace learning coordinators program provide
support to VCAL providers. They assist in developing curriculum resources and coordinating structured workplace
learning placements to satisfy the requirements of VCAL.
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The Victorian coalition government provided a significant boost for education in the 2011–12 state budget,
allocating more than $1 billion in new funding to early childhood development, school education, and higher
education and training services. This funding includes:
– $156 million over four years to meet increased demand in the Program for Students with Disabilities (PSD);
– $32 million over four years for VETiS. This funding was scheduled to lapse this year, however, the Victorian
coalition government has committed to continued funding to reflect the importance of this option for students;
and
– $1 million over three years to pilot and support new research-based educational approaches to re-engage young
people who are disengaged or at risk of disengaging from schooling.
The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development will continue to work with schools to make
certain that student outcomes remain at the centre of school provision.
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appropriate ministers.

Wednesday, 23 November 2011
School buses: Girton Grammar School
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Mr Drum

Raised on:

16 June 2011

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) provides conveyance allowances for
eligible students to assist with the cost of travel to school throughout rural and regional Victoria under a set of
guidelines to ensure a fair and equitable service is available.
An audit of the conveyance allowance claim for Girton Grammar, Bendigo in December 2010 undertaken by the
student transport unit of DEECD revealed that a number of students were claiming conveyance allowance that were
ineligible to do so. A student attending a non-government school may be entitled to a conveyance allowance
provided that the student attends the nearest school of the appropriate denomination at which enrolment is available
and they reside at least 4.8 kilometres from that school. Girton Grammar and Castlemaine Steiner School are both
registered as non-denominational schools. As such, students who reside closer to Castlemaine Steiner School and
who are eligible to enrol in that school are not entitled to claim a conveyance allowance for attending Girton
Grammar.
When contacted in July by DEECD, the principal of Girton Grammar indicated that an agreement had previously
been negotiated with the department, but the school was unable to provide any documentation that supported the
existence of this agreement.
A transitional period was granted to allow the school time to ensure compliance with conveyance allowance
eligibility policy. A temporary exemption was granted to give the school the opportunity to advise prospective and
new enrolments of their eligibility under department policy. There has been no undue impact to the students
attending the school when the non-compliance was identified.
As such, it is expected that Girton Grammar applies existing policy when assessing applications for conveyance
allowance and there will be no further exemption granted beyond 2012. This was stated in my correspondence to
the principal of Girton Grammar dated 15 February 2011.

Autism: program funding
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Mr Finn

Raised on:

16 August 2011

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
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Moomba Park Primary School is one of six schools that are establishing Autism Inclusion Support Programs in
2011.
As part of this, the school has been provided with a range of targeted supports and funding including:
– A $50 000 implementation grant (February 2011) to assist with the establishment of its inclusion support
program in the school.
– A significant capital works building program based on plans developed by the school, due to be completed by
2012.
– Autism Spectrum Australia (ASPECT) is providing expert consultancy services to the school including school
based staff development, Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) coordinator mentor support, specific learning and
development courses and ASD resources.
– Monash University Graduate School of Education is providing support for a school based action research project
as part of the overall evaluation of the Autism Inclusion Support Program.
– A targeted ASD scholarship for a Moomba Park Primary School teacher to undertake graduate diploma studies
at the Autism Teaching Institute is available for 2012.
All schools have full flexibility and the responsibility to determine the individual programs they use, taking into
consideration the needs of their school community and their budget.
The department agreed to provide additional funding to meet budget pressures for 2011. Funding has been
approved and the principal notified.

Autism: program funding
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Mr Leane

Raised on:

30 August 2011

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
Moomba Park Primary School is one of six schools that are establishing Autism Inclusion Support Programs in
2011.
As part of this, the school has been provided with a range of targeted supports and funding including:
– A $50 000 implementation grant (February 2011) to assist with the establishment of its inclusion support
program in the school.
– A significant capital works building program based on plans developed by the school, due to be completed by
2012.
– Autism Spectrum Australia (ASPECT) is providing expert consultancy services to the school including school
based staff development, Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) coordinator mentor support, specific learning and
development courses and ASD resources.
– Monash University Graduate School of Education is providing support for a school based action research project
as part of the overall evaluation of the Autism Inclusion Support Program.
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– A targeted ASD scholarship for a Moomba Park Primary School teacher to undertake graduate diploma studies
at the Autism Teaching Institute is available for 2012.
All schools have full flexibility and the responsibility to determine the individual programs they use, taking into
consideration the needs of their school community and their budget.
The department agreed to provide additional funding to meet budget pressures for 2011. Funding has been
approved and the principal notified.

Fertility control clinics: protests
Raised with:

Attorney-General

Raised by:

Ms Hartland

Raised on:

13 September 2011

REPLY:
The government is concerned to secure the safety and wellbeing of all Victorians, including persons using healthcare services as well as staff and service providers. The government is also concerned to maintain rights such as
freedom of movement, expression and association.
Bubble zone legislation, also referred to as buffer zone, access zone or moving-on legislation, would establish a
physical zone which protesters may not enter or where their speech or action is restricted.
Existing law provides a range of remedies if it is alleged that persons are acting improperly in taking part in a
protest. These remedies include injunctions, criminal charges and on-the-spot notices for breaches of by-laws
relating to obstruction or public nuisance.
I understand that it is not in order for a member to seek legislative amendment pursuant to an adjournment debate
matter.

Torquay: secondary college
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Ms Tierney

Raised on:

13 October 2011

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
The government is committed to providing a secondary school in Torquay and planning for secondary education
provision in Torquay is progressing well. A new school is due to open on 1 January 2012 with the school
commencing in existing buildings at Torquay P–9 College. The new school has the interim name of Surf Coast
secondary college.
Detailed planning has now been completed for permanent facilities for the new school in Torquay and the
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development has been investigating a number of options to acquire
land in Torquay for the establishment of a new secondary college.
The department has been unable to secure the preferred site despite providing an offer to the land-holder consistent
with the valuer-general’s assessment of the site. The government and department have an obligation to account for
taxpayers money responsibly.
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Once land is purchased, tenders will be called for the construction of the new school and construction will
commence.
While we envisage that construction during 2012 will enable the school to be occupied from the start of the school
year, should the new secondary college facilities not be open for the beginning of the 2013 school year, the
department will ensure alternative arrangements are made for students to continue their studies in Torquay.

Albion Football Club: defibrillators
Raised with:

Minister for Sport and Recreation

Raised by:

Mr Finn

Raised on:

25 October 2011

REPLY:
The Baillieu government provides $3 million in funding each year to Ambulance Victoria’s Pre-Ambulance Basic
Life Support Strategy (PABLS). The program is focused on early recognition of an emergency and calling triple
zero (000), early cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and early defibrillation.
I am advised that Ambulance Victoria has placed 88 automated external defibrillators (AEDs) in key public areas
where large numbers of people gather such as airports, zoos, recreation centres and railway stations.
Ambulance Victoria also encourages all organisations to register their AEDs at www.registermyaed.com.au
ensuring that, in the event of a triple zero call in the vicinity, the Ambulance Victoria communications room can
guide the caller to the nearest AED.
In addition, I understand that sports clubs may now apply for up to $500 towards the purchase of an AED under the
recently announced VicHealth 2012 Active Club Grants program.
The acquisition of an AED does not remove the need for improved medical emergency responses by sports clubs,
including the delivery of first aid and CPR.
The issue of support for sports injury prevention and management, including emergency responses involving the
use of AEDs and CPR by sports clubs, will be examined by the newly established sports injury prevention task
force, which will hold its first meeting in November 2011.

Autism: program funding
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Ms Mikakos

Raised on:

8 November 2011

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
Moomba Park Primary School is one of six schools that are establishing Autism Inclusion Support Programs in
2011.
As part of this, the school has been provided with a range of targeted supports and funding including:
– A $50 000 implementation grant (February 2011) to assist with the establishment of its inclusion support
program in the school.
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– A significant capital works building program based on plans developed by the school, due to be completed by
2012.
– Autism Spectrum Australia (ASPECT) is providing expert consultancy services to the school including school
based staff development, Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) coordinator mentor support, specific learning and
development courses and ASD resources.
– Monash University Graduate School of Education is providing support for a school based action research project
as part of the overall evaluation of the Autism Inclusion Support Program.
– A targeted ASD scholarship for a Moomba Park Primary School teacher to undertake graduate diploma studies
at the Autism Teaching Institute is available for 2012.
All schools have full flexibility and the responsibility to determine the individual programs they use, taking into
consideration the needs of their school community and their budget.
The department agreed to provide additional funding to meet budget pressures for 2011. Funding has been
approved and the principal notified.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporated from the notice paper of the Legislative Council.
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the appropriate ministers.
The portfolio of the minister answering the question on notice starts each heading.

Tuesday, 22 November 2011
Aboriginal affairs: minister’s office — staff
341.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
What is the total number of staff employed in their ministerial office as at 5 April 2011 and the total
number of staff (including ministerial staff and staff seconded from departments) that have worked in
the minister’s private office at any time during the period between 2 December 2010 and 5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Education: minister’s office — staff
352.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): What is the total number of staff employed in their ministerial office as at 5 April 2011 and
the total number of staff (including ministerial staff and staff seconded from departments) that have
worked in the minister’s private office at any time during the period between 2 December 2010 and
5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Local government: minister’s office — staff
362.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Planning (for the Minister for Local Government):
What is the total number of staff employed in their ministerial office as at 5 April 2011 and the total
number of staff (including ministerial staff and staff seconded from departments) that have worked in
the minister’s private office at any time during the period between 2 December 2010 and 5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Sport and recreation: minister’s office — staff
374.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Sport and Recreation):
What is the total number of staff employed in their ministerial office as at 5 April 2011 and the total
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number of staff (including ministerial staff and staff seconded from departments) that have worked in
the minister’s private office at any time during the period between 2 December 2010 and 5 April 2011.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Veterans’ affairs: minister’s office — staff
379.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs):
What is the total number of staff employed in their ministerial office as at 5 April 2011 and the total
number of staff (including ministerial staff and staff seconded from departments) that have worked in
the minister’s private office at any time during the period between 2 December 2010 and 5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Aboriginal affairs: minister’s office — staff
388.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
What was the total cost for public transport tickets allocated to staff employed in the minister’s office
between the period 2 December 2010 and 5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Education: minister’s office — public transport tickets
399.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): What was the total cost for public transport tickets allocated to staff employed in the
minister’s office between the period 2 December 2010 and 5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Local government: minister’s office — public transport tickets
409.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Planning (for the Minister for Local Government):
What was the total cost for public transport tickets allocated to staff employed in the minister’s office
between the period 2 December 2010 and 5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.
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Ports: minister’s office — public transport tickets
415.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Planning (for the Minister for Ports): What was the
total cost for public transport tickets allocated to staff employed in the minister’s office between the
period 2 December 2010 and 5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Sport and recreation: minister’s office — public transport tickets
421.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Sport and Recreation):
What was the total cost for public transport tickets allocated to staff employed in the minister’s office
between the period 2 December 2010 and 5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Veterans’ affairs: minister’s office — public transport tickets
426.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs):
What was the total cost for public transport tickets allocated to staff employed in the minister’s office
between the period 2 December 2010 and 5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Aboriginal affairs: minister’s office — staff
434.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
What is the total number of department staff seconded to the minister’s private office and their position
titles as at 5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Education: minister’s office — staff
445.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): What is the total number of department staff seconded to the minister’s private office and
their position titles as at 5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.
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Sport and recreation: minister’s office — staff
455.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Sport and Recreation):
What is the total number of department staff seconded to the minister’s private office and their position
titles as at 5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Veterans’ affairs: minister’s office — staff
459.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs):
What is the total number of department staff seconded to the minister’s private office and their position
titles as at 5 April 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Aboriginal affairs: minister’s office — car parking spaces
467.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
(1)
(2)
(3)

What was the number of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April 2011.
What was the cost of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April 2011.
What was the market value of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April
2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Children and early childhood development: minister’s office — car parking spaces
473.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development:
(1)
(2)
(3)

What was the number of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April 2011.
What was the cost of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April 2011.
What was the market value of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April
2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.
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Education: minister’s office — car parking spaces
478.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)
(3)

What was the number of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April 2011.
What was the cost of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April 2011.
What was the market value of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April
2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Ports: minister’s office — car parking spaces
482.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Planning (for the Minister for Ports):
(1)
(2)
(3)

What was the number of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April 2011.
What was the cost of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April 2011.
What was the market value of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April
2011.

ANSWER:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Sport and recreation: minister’s office — car parking spaces
488.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Sport and Recreation):
(1)
(2)
(3)

What was the number of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April 2011.
What was the cost of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April 2011.
What was the market value of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April
2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Veterans’ affairs: minister’s office — car parking spaces
492.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs):
(1)
(2)
(3)

What was the number of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April 2011.
What was the cost of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April 2011.
What was the market value of car parking spaces allocated to the minister’s office as at 5 April
2011.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.

Police and emergency services: closed-circuit television cameras — city of Ballarat
619.

MS PULFORD — To ask the Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations (for the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the government’s commitment to provide $200 000 for
CCTV cameras for the Ballarat CBD:
(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

Has the minister sought and received advice from the Department of Justice on the provision of
these cameras; if so, did that advice recommend a time line for provision of funding, what date
was recommended and did the minister accept the recommendation.
Has the minister asked that funds for the cameras be included in the 2011–12 budget by writing to
the —
(a) Premier; and
(b) Treasurer.
Has the provision of funds for the cameras been included in any budget submission made by the
minister for the 2011–12 budget.
Has the minister taken any formal action to ensure the provision of funding in 2011–12.

ANSWER:
As this matter falls within the responsibility of the Minister for Crime Prevention I am responding on his behalf: I
am advised that:
The government has allocated $39.05 million under the 2011–12 state budget for its Community Crime Prevention
Program to fund practical local community crime prevention solutions, including funding for local councils to
develop public safety infrastructure such as closed-circuit television (CCTV) systems. These programs recognise
that communities are best placed to identify local crime concerns and promote partnerships to develop and deliver
local solutions.
This funding includes provision to deliver the government’s election commitment of a contribution of $200 000 to
the City of Ballarat for CCTV cameras in the CBD. I am advised that the Department of Justice is liaising with the
City of Ballarat, which is currently preparing the documentation necessary to finalise the funding agreement.

Aboriginal affairs: ministerial visits — city of Ballarat
629.

MS TIERNEY — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs): On which
dates between 2 December 2010 and 14 April 2011 did the minister visit any locality within the city of
Ballarat, and on each occasion:
(1)
(2)

Who did the minister meet with.
Did the minister make any commitment of public funds; and if so, for each commitment made —
(a) what was the dollar value of the commitment;
(b) to which individual or group was the commitment of funds made; and
(c) for what project or purpose were these funds committed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
A whole-of-government answer will be provided to this question.
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Bushfire response: ministerial visits — city of Ballarat
632.

MS TIERNEY — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Bushfire
Response): On which dates between 2 December 2010 and 14 April 2011 did the minister visit any
locality within the city of Ballarat, and on each occasion:
(1)
(2)

Who did the minister meet with.
Did the minister make any commitment of public funds; and if so, for each commitment made —
(a) what was the dollar value of the commitment;
(b) to which individual or group was the commitment of funds made; and
(c) for what project or purpose were these funds committed.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I visited numerous municipalities and communities throughout regional and country Victoria during the specified
periods and in the course of doing so I undertook a number of engagements.

Children and early childhood development: ministerial visits — city of Ballarat
633.

MS TIERNEY — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: On which
dates between 2 December 2010 and 14 April 2011 did the minister visit any locality within the city of
Ballarat, and on each occasion:
(1)
(2)

Who did the minister meet with.
Did the minister make any commitment of public funds; and if so, for each commitment made —
(a) what was the dollar value of the commitment;
(b) to which individual or group was the commitment of funds made; and
(c) for what project or purpose were these funds committed.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
I have visited numerous municipalities and communities throughout regional and country Victoria during the
specified periods and in the course of doing so I have undertaken a number of engagements relating to my portfolio
and promises made by the Liberal-Nationals coalition during the campaign leading up to the election on
27 November 2010.

Police and emergency services: ministerial visits — city of Ballarat
654.

MS TIERNEY — To ask the Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations (for the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services): On which dates between 2 December 2010 and 14 April 2011 did the
minister visit any locality within the city of Ballarat, and on each occasion:
(1)
(2)

Who did the minister meet with.
Did the minister make any commitment of public funds; and if so, for each commitment made —
(a) what was the dollar value of the commitment;
(b) to which individual or group was the commitment of funds made; and
(c) for what project or purpose were these funds committed.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
I visited numerous municipalities and communities throughout regional and country Victoria during the specified
periods and in the course of doing so I undertook a number of engagements.

Arts: ministerial visits — city of Ballarat
668.

MS TIERNEY — To ask the Minister for Health (for the Minister for the Arts): On which dates
between 2 December 2010 and 14 April 2011 did the minister visit any locality within the city of
Ballarat, and on each occasion:
(1)
(2)

Who did the minister meet with.
Did the minister make any commitment of public funds; and if so, for each commitment made —
(a) what was the dollar value of the commitment;
(b) to which individual or group was the commitment of funds made; and
(c) for what project or purpose were these funds committed.

ANSWER:
I have visited numerous municipalities and communities throughout regional and country Victoria during the
specified periods and in the course of doing so I have undertaken a number of engagements.

Agriculture and food security: Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals — funding
703.

MS PENNICUIK — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Agriculture and Food Security): In relation to the extra $1 million core funding for the RSPCA on
page 73 of 2011–12 budget paper no. 3:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(5)

Is this recurring expenditure or will it cease after the 2014–15 financial year.
What is the total annual amount now provided to the RSPCA inspectorate.
How many more full-time equivalent inspectors will be employed through this funding.
What is the ratio of inspections per full-time equivalent inspector in a financial year.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

Funding will be ongoing.

(2)

The Department of Primary Industries have provided $1 million this year (2010–11) to the RSPCA
inspectorate.

(3)

The state does not directly fund RSPCA inspectors, rather it provides annual grants towards the total cost of
its inspectorate.

(5)

713 based on advice from RSPCA for 2010.

[Question 703, parts 1, 2, 3 and 5, reinstated by order of President on 25 October 2011. Hansard reference to
original answer: 18 August 2011, page 2735]

Youth affairs: FReeZACentral — funding
704.

MS PENNICUIK — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Youth Affairs): In relation
to the FReeZACentral program, which is a very effective and successful mentoring program that
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provides opportunities for disadvantaged youth to participate in organising live music events, such as
alcohol free live music events in schools and community facilities across the state and has also been
successful in giving many young people a start in a career in the live music/events industry:
(1)
(2)

On what basis was funding for this successful program withdrawn.
What alternative programs will the government provide to mentor young people and to assist them
with securing jobs in the music industry.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

The Baillieu government was left with a number of unfunded programs due to the poor financial management
of the previous Labor government. In addition to this, the federal Labor government reduced GST payments
to Victorians providing a significant black hole in the state’s budget.
The Baillieu government fully supports the work of the FReeZA program, which enables young people to
organise and enjoy music and cultural activities in alcohol, smoke and drug-free environments. The
government will continue to support this program with a further commitment of $2.4 million in 2011–12.
Through the FReeZA program, young emerging event managers and musicians will continue to have the
opportunity to develop practical skills and experiences to help develop career pathways into the music
industry.
Young musicians in Victoria continue to have the opportunity to enhance their music careers and skills
training by applying for CD recording, website development and touring grants through Arts Victoria.
In addition, young musicians also have the opportunity to access accredited training, which can be accessed at
a government-subsidised rate for eligible students, through other mechanisms such as TAFE courses.

Environment and climate change: Parks Victoria — funding
734.

MR BARBER — To ask the Minister for Health (for the Minister for Environment and Climate
Change): In relation to the 2011-12 state budget:
(1)

How much funding will be transferred to Parks Victoria for the purpose of —
(a) capital projects; and
(b) operating expenses.

(2)

What amount will be provided to operating expenses for land-based parks and marine-based
parks.
What is the rationale behind classifying back-burning as a capital expense.

(3)
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Funding to be transferred to Parks Victoria in 2011–12 for the purpose of —
(a)

Capital projects:

$26.8 million

(b)

Operating expenses:

$166.5 million

It should be noted that this covers the funding provided to Parks Victoria for new and existing output initiatives.
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(2)

The operating allocation includes $4.8 million specifically for marine parks, while the remainder of funding
provided to Parks Victoria covers services for land-based parks, which includes rivers, streams, freshwater
and coastal environments managed by Parks Victoria.

(3)

The classification of expenditure between output and capital for any initiative is allocated according to the
nature of the expenditure in line with the generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) and Australian
Accounting Standards applied to public sector financial reporting.

Crime prevention: Graffiti Prevention Act 2007 — searches and seizures
852.

MS PENNICUIK — To ask the Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations (for the Minister
for Crime Prevention): In relation to the operation of the Graffiti Prevention Act 2007 over the
2007–08, 2008–09 and 2009–10 financial years, how many —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

search warrants were issued under section 12 of the act;
searches have been undertaken on persons under 18 years of age under section 13 of the act;
searches have been undertaken on persons 18 years of age or over under section 13 of the act;
searches have been undertaken on persons under 14 years of age; and
seizures of graffiti implements have there been under section 17A of the act.

ANSWER:
As this matter also falls within my responsibility, I am responding on behalf of the Minister for Crime Prevention: I
am advised that:
In relation to the operation of the Graffiti Prevention Act 2007 over the 2007–08, 2008–09 and 2009–10 financial
years, the following was recorded:
RECORDED DATA IN RELATION TO THE GRAFFITI PREVENTION ACT 2007
OVER THE 2007-08, 2008-09 and 2009-10
2007–08
2008–09
2009–10
POWERS OF SEARCH
STAT REF
AND SEIZURE
TOTAL WARRANTS
07/59.12
0
4
10
ISSUED
*SEARCHES (WITHOUT
07/59.13
0
153*
72*
WARRANT) ON
PERSONS UNDER 18
SEARCHES (WITHOUT
07/59.13
0
42
29
WARRANT) ON
PERSONS 18 OR OVER
**SEARCHES
07/59/13
0
45**
24**
(WITHOUT WARRANT)
ON PERSONS UNDER 14
SEARCHES (WITHOUT
07/59.13
0
8
6
WARRANT)–
UNSPECIFIED
SEIZURES OF GRAFFITI
07/59.17A
0
93
167
IMPLEMENTS
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Searches (Without Warrant) on persons under 18, include data for persons under 14
Searches (Without Warrant) on persons under 14 is also included in data for persons under 18

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Karingal Neighbourhood
House
856.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Karingal Neighbourhood House.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Mahogany Neighbourhood
Centre
857.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Mahogany Neighbourhood Centre.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
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What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Chelsea Heights
Community Centre
858.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Chelsea Heights Community Centre.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
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Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Longbeach Place
Occasional Childcare
859.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Longbeach Place Occasional Childcare.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Cranbourne Community
House
860.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Cranbourne Community House.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
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What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Mordialloc Neighbourhood
House
861.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Mordialloc Neighbourhood House.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
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Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Aspendale Gardens
Community Centre
862.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Aspendale Gardens Community Centre.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Aspendale Gardens Community Centre does not receive Take a Break child care program funding.
Decisions relating to service delivery, including the cost of fees, are made by the organisation in consultation with
parents and families who use the child-care service.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Cheltenham
Neighbourhood House
863.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Cheltenham Neighbourhood House.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
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A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Merinda Park Learning
and Community Centre
864.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Merinda Park Learning and Community Centre.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Market Street Occasional
Child Care Centre
865.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Market Street Occasional Child Care Centre.
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What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Orwil Street Community
House
866.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Orwil Street Community House.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
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A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Hallam Community Centre
867.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Hallam Community Centre.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Hampton Park Care Group
868.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by the Hampton Park Care Group.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
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What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Oakleigh Occasional Care
869.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Oakleigh Occasional Care.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5626

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 22 November 2011

All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Mordialloc Community
Youth Centre
870.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Mordialloc Community Youth Centre.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Mulgrave Neighbourhood
House
871.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Mulgrave Neighbourhood House.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
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What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Narre Community
Learning Centre
872.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Narre Community Learning Centre.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
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All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Paddy O’Donoghue Centre
873.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by the Paddy O’Donoghue Centre.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Children and early childhood development: Take a Break program — Dingley Village
Neighbourhood House
874.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation
to the government’s decision not to fund the Take a Break occasional child-care program after 2011:
(1)
(2)
(3)

What impact will this decision have on the availability of occasional child-care services provided
by Dingley Village Neighbourhood House.
What impact will this decision have on the affordability of occasional child-care services provided
by this provider.
What consultation did the government have with this recipient of Take a Break occasional
child-care program funding prior to this decision being made.
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What assistance will the government provide to families currently accessing programs offered by
this provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The funding of child care is a commonwealth government responsibility and the Take a Break (TAB) child-care
program was historically funded by the commonwealth, with a state contribution. From 1 July 2010, the
commonwealth withdrew funding to the states and territories for neighbourhood model occasional care, resulting in
the loss on $1.1 million per annum for Victoria.
The former Victorian government agreed to fully fund the TAB child-care program in the 2010–11 financial year
as a temporary measure by bringing forward all state funds allocated for 2011–12.
A commitment to continue funding for the program under the previous longstanding arrangements has been made
by the Victorian government and the federal government has been invited to match this.
All services currently receiving TAB funding received the equivalent of six months of their annual allocation in
June 2011 to assist in transitionary arrangements.
Where a TAB service is the only available centre based form of child care, the department will work with local
communities to identify sustainable options for child-care provision, including pursuing discussions with the
commonwealth government to ensure services receive appropriate child-care funding support.

Assistant Treasurer: Emergency Services Superannuation Board — annual report
899.

HON. M. P. PAKULA — To ask the Assistant Treasurer: On which parliamentary sitting day this year
will the Emergency Services Superannuation Board annual report for 2010-11 be tabled in Parliament.

ANSWER:
Annual reports are tabled in accordance with the relevant statute.

Roads: Eastfield–Morinda Roads, East Ringwood — traffic lights
1032.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Planning (for the Minister for Roads): In relation to the
government’s commitment to provide traffic signal lights at the intersection of Eastfield and Morinda
Roads, East Ringwood:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

Has the minister sought and received advice from VicRoads on the installation of these traffic
signals.
When will the installation of the traffic signals commence.
When will the installation of the traffic signals be completed.
What is VicRoads’ projected cost of this project.
Where does this project rate in VicRoads’ priority list for signalising pedestrian crossings in the
Eastern Metropolitan Region.
How was the government’s election commitment of $200,000 estimated for this project.
From what funding source will any potential shortfall between the value of the government’s
election commitment and the projected cost of this project be drawn from.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
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The Baillieu government remains committed to improving safety for road users at this location. The Maroondah
City Council, in consultation with VicRoads, the community and other stakeholders, is investigating possible
treatments for achieving this objective, with a view to delivering safety improvements at the intersection during the
2011–12 financial year.

Education: capital works — Alfred Education Centre
1180.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Alfred Education Centre receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Alfred Education Centre commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
This school changed its name to Avenues Education in January 1980.
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Drummond Primary School
1468.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Drummond Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Drummond Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.
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Education: capital works — Drysdale Primary School
1469.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Drysdale Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Drysdale Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Dunolly Primary School
1470.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Dunolly Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Dunolly Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Eagle Point Primary School
1471.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5632

COUNCIL

(1)
(2)

Tuesday, 22 November 2011

Will Eagle Point Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Eagle Point Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — East Bentleigh Primary School
1472.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will East Bentleigh Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than
the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has East Bentleigh Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — East Gippsland Specialist School
1473.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will East Gippsland Specialist School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater
than the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has East Gippsland Specialist School commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Eastbourne Primary School
1474.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Eastbourne Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Eastbourne Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Eastwood Primary School
1475.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Eastwood Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Eastwood Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
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capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Edenhope College
1476.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Edenhope College receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Edenhope College commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning continue
in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Edi Upper Primary School
1477.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Edi Upper Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Edi Upper Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
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Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Edithvale Primary School
1478.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Edithvale Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Edithvale Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Eildon Primary School
1479.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Eildon Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Eildon Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.
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Education: capital works — Elisabeth Murdoch College
1480.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Elisabeth Murdoch College receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Elisabeth Murdoch College commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Elliminyt Primary School
1481.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Elliminyt Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Elliminyt Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Elmore Primary School
1482.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
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Will Elmore Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Elmore Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Elphinstone Primary School
1483.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Elphinstone Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than
the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Elphinstone Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Elsternwick Primary School
1484.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Elsternwick Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than
the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Elsternwick Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Eltham North Primary School
1485.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Eltham North Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than
the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Eltham North Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Eltham Primary School
1486.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Eltham Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Eltham Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
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capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Emerald Primary School
1487.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Emerald Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Emerald Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Emerald Secondary College
1488.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Emerald Secondary College receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than
the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Emerald Secondary College commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
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Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Emerson School
1489.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Emerson School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Emerson School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning continue in
2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Eppalock Primary School
1490.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Eppalock Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Eppalock Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Tuesday, 22 November 2011

COUNCIL

5641

Education: capital works — Epsom Primary School
1491.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Epsom Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Epsom Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Eskdale Primary School
1492.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Eskdale Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Eskdale Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Essendon East Keilor District College
1493.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
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Will Essendon East Keilor District College receive funding in the next five years, equal to or
greater than the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Essendon East Keilor District College commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Essendon North Primary School
1494.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Essendon North Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater
than the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Essendon North Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Essendon Primary School
1495.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Essendon Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Essendon Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Euroa Primary School
1496.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Euroa Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Euroa Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Euroa Secondary College
1497.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Euroa Secondary College receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Euroa Secondary College commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
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capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Everton Primary School
1498.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Everton Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Everton Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Exford Primary School
1499.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Exford Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Exford Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
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Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Fairfield Primary School
1500.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Fairfield Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Fairfield Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Fairhills High School
1501.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Fairhills High School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Fairhills High School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.
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Education: capital works — Fairhills Primary School
1502.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Fairhills Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Fairhills Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Falls Creek Primary School
1503.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Falls Creek Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Falls Creek Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Ferntree Gully North Primary School
1504.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
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Will Ferntree Gully North Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or
greater than the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Ferntree Gully North Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Ferny Creek Primary School
1505.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Ferny Creek Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than
the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Ferny Creek Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Footscray City College
1507.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Footscray City College receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Footscray City College commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Footscray City Primary School
1508.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Footscray City Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than
the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Footscray City Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Footscray North Primary School
1509.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Footscray North Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater
than the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Footscray North Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
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capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Footscray Primary School
1510.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Footscray Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Footscray Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Footscray West Primary School
1511.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Footscray West Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater
than the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Footscray West Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
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Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Forest Hill College
1512.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Forest Hill College receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Forest Hill College commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning continue
in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Forest Street Primary School
1513.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Forest Street Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than
the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Forest Street Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.
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Education: capital works — Forrest Primary School
1514.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Forrest Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than the
guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Forrest Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Fountain Gate Primary School
1515.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Fountain Gate Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than
the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Fountain Gate Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Fountain Gate Secondary College
1516.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
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Will Fountain Gate Secondary College receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater
than the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Fountain Gate Secondary College commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Frankston East Primary School
1517.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Frankston East Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than
the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Frankston East Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — Hallam Valley Primary School
1575.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Hallam Valley Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than
the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Hallam Valley Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Hallam Valley Primary School changed its name to Fleetwood Primary School in May 2010.
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Assistant Treasurer: Victorian WorkCover Authority — premiums
1653.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Assistant Treasurer: Is the government committed to further reducing
WorkCover premiums; if so, how does the government propose to further reduce WorkCover premiums
without reducing benefits to injured workers.

ANSWER:
The government’s policy is to preserve benefits for workers under the WorkCover scheme, while ensuring that
scheme costs are controlled by reducing injuries and encouraging early, safe and sustainable return to work.
The government is committed to ensuring the WorkCover scheme remains sustainable into the future so that
injured workers receive appropriate benefits and support and Victoria’s WorkCover premiums remain competitive.

Education: capital works — Reservoir District Secondary College
1967.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Reservoir District Secondary College receive funding in the next five years, equal to or
greater than the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Reservoir District Secondary College commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
This school changed its name to Reservoir High School in 2010.
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.
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Education: capital works — Ruthven Secondary College
2004.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will Ruthven Secondary College receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater than
the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has Ruthven Secondary College commenced master-planning and if so will this master-planning
continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
This school became William Ruthven Secondary College in January 2010.
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.

Education: capital works — St Albans South Primary School
2055.

MR LENDERS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)
(2)

Will St Albans South Primary School receive funding in the next five years, equal to or greater
than the guaranteed minimum for capital works under the Victorian schools plan.
Has St Albans South Primary School commenced master-planning and if so will this
master-planning continue in 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
This school changed its name to University Park Primary School on 31 December 2010.
Consistent with longstanding policy under successive Victorian governments, capital investments are determined
by cabinet and announced in the Victorian state budget for the upcoming financial year. No guaranteed minimum
capital investment has ever applied to individual capital projects in Victoria prior to the announcement of an
individual capital investment in the budget papers.
All existing schools in Victoria have gone through at least one major planning phase and without any indication of
the relevant time period for consideration no further detail can be provided.
Decisions about individual planning stages for capital investments are made throughout each calendar year and
these decisions cannot be pre-empted.
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Police and emergency services: police — surplus handguns
2260.

MS PENNICUIK — To ask the Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations (for the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services): Has Victoria Police exported any surplus handguns to the United
States; if so, when and how many. If not, are all surplus police handguns destroyed.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Victoria Police has exported handguns no longer required to the United States of America (USA). I am informed
by Victoria Police that under the current contract arrangement for the supply of semi-automatic pistols, handguns
no longer required will be exported to Smith and Wesson (USA), the original manufacturer.
Victoria Police further advises as of March 2011, 650 handguns were exported to the USA. One thousand
handguns are due to be exported to the USA in October 2011.

Community services: child protection — workers
2424.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): In
relation to child protection worker numbers, and noting that this information is not available in the
Department of Human Services annual report, what is the number of child protection staff or FTE
currently employed in the —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

Eastern metropolitan region;
North and west region;
Southern region;
Barwon-south western region;
Gippsland region;
Grampians region;
Hume region; and
Loddon-Mallee region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Of the over 1100 child protection workers in Victoria, the number of child protection workers in a region on any
given day fluctuates based on vacancy rates and the progress of recruitment practices.

Community services: child protection — unallocated cases
2427.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): In
relation to the number of children in the child protection system not currently assigned to a child
protection worker, and noting that a breakdown by region is not available in the Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare reports or Department of Human Services annual reports, how many children are
not currently allocated to a child protection worker in the —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Eastern metropolitan region;
North and west region;
Southern region;
Barwon-south western region;
Gippsland region;
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Grampians region;
Hume region; and
Loddon-Mallee region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Data around unallocated cases is published on page 60 of the Department of Human Services annual report
2010–11, including a breakdown by region.

Community services: child protection — allocated and unallocated cases
2428.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): In
relation to the number of allocated cases within the child protection system, what is the breakdown of
current allocated and unallocated cases and their status in the —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

Eastern metropolitan region;
North and west region;
Southern region;
Barwon-south western region;
Gippsland region;
Grampians region;
Hume region; and
Loddon-Mallee region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Data around unallocated cases is published on page 60 of the Department of Human Services annual report
2010–11, including a breakdown by region.

Community services: intellectually disabled persons — minimum sentences
2657.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Community Services): In
relation to the Government’s commitment to introduce statutory minimum sentences for certain crimes,
will the minister seek to lobby the Attorney-General to ensure that judges should always be able to
consider an intellectual disability as a mitigating factor in sentencing.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Attorney-General has asked the Sentencing Advisory Council for advice on statutory minimum sentencing for
serious injury offence involving gross violence.
This includes for example, how the exceptional circumstances in which a court may impose a non–parole period of
less than the statutory minimum should best be specified.
Along with the Attorney-General, I will consider the advice of the Sentencing Advisory Council regarding this
matter.
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Planning: Foster Street, Dandenong — traders
2935.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Planning: Has the minister sought or received any advice
from his department regarding compensation for traders in Foster Street, Dandenong, impacted upon by
works undertaken by the Urban Renewal Authority.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As there is currently a matter before the Supreme Court in regard to a claim for compensation under the Land
Acquisition and Compensation Act 1986, I am unable to make any comment at this time.

Planning: Foster Street, Dandenong — traders
2936.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Planning: Has the minister sought or received any advice
from his department regarding complaints raised by traders in Foster Street, Dandenong, relating to
works undertaken by the Urban Renewal Authority.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
I meet with officers of my department and portfolio agencies regularly, as would be expected of the responsible
minister.

Planning: Foster Street, Dandenong — traders
2937.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Planning: Has the minister contacted traders in Foster
Street, Dandenong, to discuss their concerns raised during the minister’s visit in July 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
I met with traders in Foster Street in June 2011.

Planning: Foster Street, Dandenong — traders
2938.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Planning: Has the minister met with representatives of the
Urban Renewal Authority to discuss concerns raised by traders in Foster Street, Dandenong, relating to
the ‘Revitalising Central Dandenong’ project.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
I meet with officers of my department and portfolio agencies regularly, as would be expected of the responsible
minister.

Planning: Foster Street, Dandenong — traders
2939.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Planning: Has the minister met with representatives of the
Department of Planning and Community Development to discuss concerns raised by traders in Foster
Street, Dandenong, relating to the ‘Revitalising Central Dandenong’ project.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
I meet with officers of my department and portfolio agencies regularly, as would be expected of the responsible
minister.

Public transport: rail — operator non-compliance
MR BARBER — To ask the Minister for Planning (for the Minister for Public Transport): How many
reports of non-compliance were received by the Department of Transport from Melbourne’s train
operator in each of the following months:

4067.

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

February 2011;
March 2011;
April 2011;
May 2011;
June 2011; and
July 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised.
(a)

6328.

(b)

10 183.

(c)

10 972.

(d)

11 062.

(e)

11 407.

(f)

8124.

No meaningful comparison can be made between the number of reports sent to the Department of Transport and
the number of infringement notices issued as multiple offences are regularly listed on a single report.

Planning: rail — operator non-compliance
4068.

MR BARBER — To ask the Minister for Planning (for the Minister for Public Transport): How many
reports of non-compliance were received by the Department of Transport from Melbourne’s tram
operator in each of the following months:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

February 2011;
March 2011;
April 2011;
May 2011;
June 2011; and
July 2011.

ANSWER:
I am informed that as at the date the question was raised.
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(a)

2763.

(b)

3496.

(c)

2145.

(d)

3438.

(e)

2650.

(f)

2764.
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No meaningful comparison can be made between the number of reports sent to the Department of Transport and
the number of infringement notices issued as multiple offences are regularly listed on a single report.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Alexandra Secondary College
4500.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Alexandra Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Beechworth Secondary College
4501.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Beechworth Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.
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How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Benalla College, Faithfull campus
4502.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Benalla College, Faithfull campus:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — FCJ College
4503.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at FCJ College, Benalla:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Bendigo Regional Institute of TAFE
4504.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Bendigo Regional Institute of
TAFE:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
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Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Bendigo Senior Secondary College
4505.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Bendigo Senior Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Bendigo South East 7–10 Secondary College
4506.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Bendigo South East 7–10
Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Catholic College Bendigo
4507.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Catholic College Bendigo:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Doxa School Bendigo
4508.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Doxa School Bendigo:
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(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Kalianna Special School
4509.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Kalianna Special School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Tuesday, 22 November 2011

COUNCIL

5665

Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Birchip P–12 School
4510.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Birchip P–12 School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Boort District P–12 School
4511.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Boort District P–12 School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5666

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 22 November 2011

VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Bright P–12 College
4512.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Bright P–12 College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Broadford Secondary College
4513.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Broadford Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
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How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Sunbury and Macedon Ranges Specialist
School
4514.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Sunbury and Macedon Ranges
Specialist School, Bullengarook:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Castlemaine Secondary College
4515.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Castlemaine Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Charlton College
4516.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Charlton College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
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Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Cobram Secondary College
4517.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Cobram Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Cohuna Secondary College
4518.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Cohuna Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Corryong College
4519.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Corryong College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — East Loddon P–12 College
4520.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at East Loddon P–12 College,
Dingee:
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(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

5671

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Donald High School
4521.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Donald High School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Campaspe College of Adult Education
4522.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Campaspe College of Adult
Education, Echuca:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Echuca College
4523.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Echuca College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — St Joseph’s College, Echuca
4524.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at St Joseph’s College, Echuca:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Edenhope College
4525.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Edenhope College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5674

COUNCIL

(2)
(3)
(4)

Tuesday, 22 November 2011

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Euroa Secondary College
4526.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Euroa Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Gisborne Secondary College
4527.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Gisborne Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Healesville High School
4528.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Healesville High School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
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Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Kerang Technical High School
4529.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Kerang Technical High School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Assumption College
4530.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Assumption College, Kilmore:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Kyabram P–12 College
4531.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Kyabram P–12 College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — St Augustine’s College
4532.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at St Augustine’s College, Kyabram:
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(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mansfield Secondary College
4533.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mansfield Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mildura Senior College
4534.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mildura Senior College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mildura Specialist School
4535.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mildura Specialist School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
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VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — St Joseph’s College, Mildura
4536.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at St Joseph’s College Mildura:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Sunraysia Institute of TAFE, Mildura
4537.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Sunraysia Institute of TAFE,
Mildura:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
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How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mooroopna Secondary College
4538.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mooroopna Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mount Beauty Secondary College
4539.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mount Beauty Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Murtoa P–12 College
4540.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Murtoa P–12 College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
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Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Marian College Myrtleford
4541.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Marian College Myrtleford:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Myrtleford P–12 College
4542.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Myrtleford P–12 College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Nathalia Secondary College
4543.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Nathalia Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — St Mary of the Angels School
4544.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at St Mary of the Angels School,
Nathalia:
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What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Numurkah Secondary College
4545.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Numurkah Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Ouyen P–12 College, secondary campus
4546.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Ouyen P–12 College, secondary
campus:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Red Cliffs Secondary College
4547.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Red Cliffs Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Robinvale P–12 College
4548.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Robinvale P–12 College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Rochester Secondary College
4549.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Rochester Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.
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How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Rutherglen High School
4550.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Rutherglen High School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Tyrrell College
4551.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Tyrrell College, Sea Lake:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Seymour P–12 College
4552.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Seymour P–12 College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
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Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Seymour Special School
4553.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Seymour Special School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Goulburn Ovens Institue of TAFE,
Shepparton campus
4554.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Goulburn Ovens Institue of TAFE,
Shepparton campus:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — McGuire College
4555.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at McGuire College, Shepparton:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Notre Dame College
4556.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Notre Dame College, Shepparton:
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(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Shepparton Ace College Inc
4557.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Shepparton Ace College Inc:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Shepparton High School
4558.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Shepparton High School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Verney Road School
4559.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Verney Road School, Shepparton:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
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VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Wanganui Park Secondary College
4560.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Wanganui Park Secondary
College, Shepparton:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — St Arnaud Secondary College
4561.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at St Arnaud Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
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How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Salesian College Sunbury
4562.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Salesian College Sunbury:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Sunbury Downs Secondary College
4563.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Sunbury Downs Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mackillop College
4564.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mackillop College, Swan Hill:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
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Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Swan Hill Specialist School
4566.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Swan Hill Specialist School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Tallangatta Secondary College
4567.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Tallangatta Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Galen College
4568.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Galen College, Wangaratta:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
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Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — The Centre, Wangaratta
4569.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at The Centre, Wangaratta:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5700

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 22 November 2011

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Wangaratta District Specialist School
4570.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Wangaratta District Specialist
School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Wangaratta High School-Edwards Street
campus
4571.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Wangaratta High School, Edwards
Street campus:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Warracknabeal Secondary College
4572.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Warracknabeal Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Wedderburn College
4573.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Wedderburn College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.
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How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Albury Wodonga Community College
4574.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Albury Wodonga Community
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Belvoir Special School
4575.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Belvoir Special School, Wodonga:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Catholic College Wodonga
4576.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Catholic College Wodonga:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
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Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Wodonga Institute of TAFE
4577.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Wodonga Institute of TAFE:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Wodonga Senior Secondary College
4578.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Wodonga Senior Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Wycheproof P–12 College
4579.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Wycheproof P–12 College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Yarrawonga P–12 College
4580.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Yarrawonga P–12 College:
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(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Yea High School
4581.

MS BROAD — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Yea High School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4615.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 2, that
the state government phase in introduction of other additional standards after a new regulatory system is
in place, with consideration given to including as minimum standards: periodic gas and electrical safety
checks, appliance upgrades to higher levels of water and energy efficiency; installation of hard wired
smoke detectors in each habitable room —
(1)
(2)
(3)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the implementation
of this recommendation.
What measures are there in place to ensure the minimum standards of gas and electrical safety
checks will be implemented, given the Coroner’s findings in relation to the Brunswick Rooming
House fire in 2006.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
The draft Residential Tenancies (Rooming House Standards) Regulations and accompanying regulatory impact
statement (RIS) were released for public consultation on 15 August 2011.
The draft regulations and RIS propose new rooming house standards in response to both recommendations 1 and 2
of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce. The RIS has assessed four options, ranging from the introduction of
11 new standards through to incentivising good practice (subsidies). The government’s preferred option is option 1,
which proposes regulations relating to 11 key areas:
1.

fire-safe locks on bedroom doors;

2.

fire evacuation plan;

3.

power overload protection;

4.

one functional double power outlet in each bedroom;

5.

keyless privacy latches on all toilet and bathroom doors;

6.

gas and electrical safety checks;

7.

security features;

8.

lighting and ventilation in bedrooms and bathrooms;

9.

fit for purpose window coverings in bedrooms;

10. kitchen and dining facilities; and
11. provision of plumbed laundry facilities.
At the end of the consultation period, the government will consider the submissions received before finalising the
regulations.
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Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4616.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 3, that
the state government establish a targeted program for registered rooming house operators to improve the
thermal efficiency of premises and upgrade with more energy and water efficient fixtures and
appliances (e.g. shower heads, insulation, draft-proofing, and the like) —
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the implementation
of this recommendation.
Has the government launched any trials of thermal efficiency measures for rooming houses; if
so —
(a) how many trials have been completed;
(b) where have the trials been conducted; and
(c) how much did the trials cost.
Are any more trials of thermal efficiency measures for rooming houses planned.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 3 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Environment and Climate Change. This question should be
referred to Minister Smith for a response.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4617.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 4, that
the state government include references into the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 to identify other
relevant legislation regarding rooming house standards with which compliance is required e.g. Health
Act 1958, Building Code of Australia, etc., with a view to providing rooming house operators access to
all necessary standards in one identifiable legislation:
(1)
(2)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 4 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4585. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4618.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 5, that
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the state government require rooming house operators to secure a compliance certificate for Health Act
1958 and regulations as well as building regulations to evidence that premises meet legislated standards
prior to being able to lawfully operate a rooming house in Victoria:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
Given the public comment by the government that it does not intend to establish a registration
system for the operators of private rooming houses, if the government intends to pursue this
recommendation, on what basis will such compliance certificates be able to be considered to
having ‘meet legislated standards prior to being able to lawfully operate a rooming house in
Victoria’.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 5 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4586. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4619.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 6, that
the state government initiate an information campaign targeted at operators, owners and real estate
agents of premises used as private rooming houses so that all parties are aware of their responsibilities
regarding existing standards and their liabilities and penalties where standards are not met:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
If this campaign has been implemented, what has been the nature of the programs.
Are further campaigns planned.
Given the public release of the regulation impact statement (RIS) for the proposed 11 minimum
standards, what measures does the government propose to ensure the rights and obligations of
operators, owners and real estate agents premises used as private rooming houses are aware of and
abide by these 11 minimum standards.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 6 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4587. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.
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Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4620.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 7, that
the state government increase penalties and fines within the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 to act as an
appropriate deterrent to at least that equivalent to other comparable legislation operating in the sector
(e.g. the Public Health and Well Being Act 2008):
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
If it is to be implemented, at what levels will the fines be levied.
Will a breach of the 11 minimum standards proposed by the government attract such penalties and
fines.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 7 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4588. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4621.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 8, that
the state government expand the powers of the director of Consumer Affairs Victoria to initiate
investigations and a range of legal actions, including compliance action under the Residential Tenancies
Act 1997, and where it can be established that it is in the public interest to address unlawful practices by
particular operators, representative actions be available:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
If the government does not propose to proceed with this recommendation, why not and what
broader powers will the government give to the director of Consumer Affairs Victoria to tackle the
problems identified in the Rooming House Standards Taskforce.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 8 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4589. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.
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Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4622.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 9, that
the state government consider legislative change to allow for third-party action to be taken under the
Residential Tenancies Act 1997 in relation to rooming house issues where a representative body can
establish standing before the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
Which agencies has the government considered extending such third-party action rights to.
If the government is not to proceed with this recommendation, on what policy grounds has this
been decided.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 9 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4590. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4623.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 10,
that the state government expand the powers of CAV inspectors in respect to rooming houses to
include: providing inspectors with the power to enter non-residential rooms in rooming houses for the
purposes of assessing compliance with the Residential Tenancies Act 1997; delegating powers to
investigate alleged breaches under the Health Act and regulations with respect to rooming houses when
working in conjunction with local government; and developing protocols between CAV, MAV and
DHS around the application of this power:
(1)
(2)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
If this recommendation has been implemented, how many inspections have been carried out.
What powers have been delegated to CAV inspectors under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act
2008.
If powers have been delegated to CAV inspectors under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act
2008, how many breaches have been discovered following inspections.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 10 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
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I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4591. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4624.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 11,
that state government enforcement agencies work with homelessness services and tenant advocacy
groups to develop appropriate communication strategies to assist residents to understand enforcement
action and any impact it may have on their residency:
(1)
(2)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
Are further communication plans planned.
What stakeholder groups and agencies are involved in the preparation and distribution of this
material.
How many rooming houses has this material gone to.
What measures does the government have in place to measure the effectiveness of these
communication strategies.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 11 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4592. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4625.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 12,
that the state government initiate action in collaboration with the Australian Tax Office (ATO),
Centrelink and the Australian Securities Investments Commission to investigate the operations of
unscrupulous rooming house operators, e.g. misuse of resident Centrelink funds and failure to declare
income:
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
Has the government finalised and implemented processes and protocols whereby Centrelink
and/or other social security agencies of the commonwealth provide payments only to registered
(under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008) rooming houses.
If the protocol has been implemented —
(a) how many rooming houses that are unregistered or under investigation have had payments
stopped; and
(b) how many registered rooming houses have had such payments made to them.
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ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 12 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4593. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4626.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 13,
that the state government provide fire services (MFB and CFA) with legislative powers to require
immediate rectification action when breaches of fire safety standards are identified in rooming houses:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
When will the amendments to the CFA and MFB legislation providing them with this power be
enacted.
Have the CFA and the MFB been consulted about this recommendation.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 13 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. This question should be
referred to Minister Ryan for a response.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4627.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 14,
that: the state government establish as part of the Estate Agents (Professional Conduct) Regulations
2008 a clear duty for real estate agents to notify local government where they reasonably believe that a
property managed through their agency is being used as an unregistered rooming house; and that the
Real Estate Institute of Victoria incorporate information regarding rooming house standards and
registration as part of the ethics and property management components of its continuing professional
development training:
(1)
(2)
(3)

ANSWER:
I can advise that:

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
Has the REIV incorporated information regarding rooming house standards and registration as
part of the ethics and property management components of its continuing professional
development training.
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Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 14 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4595. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4628.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 15,
that: the state government develop a system of registration for rooming house operators in Victoria
through the Business Licensing Authority and as a result, to operate a rooming house legally in Victoria
premises must be registered with local government and operators must be registered with state
government; and that this system will include sanctions against unregistered operators and reflect
increase penalties for non-compliance with other applicable legislation operating in the sector (e.g. the
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008):
(1)
(2)
(3)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
If the recommendation has not been fully implemented, what is the status of the implementation of
this recommendation.
If the government does not intend to proceed with this recommendation —
(a) on what policy grounds has the government decided not to proceed; and
(b) what alternate strategies and plans does the government have scheduled to achieve an
effective and enforceable state-wide registration of businesses and persons running rooming
houses.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 15 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4596. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4629.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 16,
that the state government establish a state-wide register of registered rooming houses and provide this to
agencies which will require this information to fulfil their accommodation and housing related
responsibilities:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
Have housing agencies been consulted as to the effectiveness of any such provision of a state-wide
registrar of information.
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ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 16 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4597. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4630.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 17,
that the state government lead the development and implementation of a best-practice model for local
government registration and compliance of rooming houses:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
Has such a best practice model been trialled in any local government area; if so, which local
government areas.
What is the schedule for rolling such a model out to other local government areas.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 17 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4598. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4631.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 18,
that the state government amend the Housing Establishment Fund guidelines to require that funding for
crisis housing can only be utilised in legally registered rooming houses and that this be phased in to
coincide with the new registration system:
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
Will this requirement of HEF funding conditions be maintained if the government does not
proceed with the registration of businesses; for example, will HEF be linked to the registration at a
local government level under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008.
If the HEF restrictions are not to be enforced, how will the government ensure government funds
are spent only on registered, safe and suitable rooming houses and their tenants.
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ANSWER:
I can advise that:
It is a requirement of the Housing Establishment Fund (HEF) program that homelessness services ensure people are
referred to appropriate and safe housing options.
Adherence to HEF guidelines at the service level is currently a condition of funding.
The government is currently exploring the most effective way to deliver a register of rooming house premises and
operators. Consumer Affairs Victoria is leading a working group that will present options for industry regulation to
the Rooming House Project Board by the end of this year. The board will then make a recommendation to the
government.
I will not make decisions regarding future funding conditions for HEF until the outcomes of this work are clear.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4632.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 19,
that the state government work with the commonwealth to ensure that deductions from income support
payments (or other forms of statutory assistance) are not directed to operators of unregistered rooming
houses:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
If the government delays or does not proceed with the registration of businesses, will it ensure that
commonwealth housing and rent assistance only goes to properties registered with local
government under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 19 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4600. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4633.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 20,
that the state government review the current policy position requiring leverage of 25 per cent from
registered housing associations in relation to projects housing clients on very low incomes and/or with
complex needs, with a view to establishing a more nuanced policy approach which will facilitate the
development of more community managed housing stock targeting low income singles:
(1)

(2)

Is it government policy to require registered housing associations to build and deliver an
additional 25 per cent of properties based on the leverage principal from economic stimulus and
state support for the delivery of housing stock to community housing provider tenants.
Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
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Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
If this policy is not applied, how will the government ensure that existing leverage requirements
are delivered and over what time.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
The Victorian government continues to require registered housing agencies to make a capital contribution of at
least 25 per cent of the cost of construction for all funded projects.
The Victorian government is currently developing a housing framework which addresses current and future
housing challenges for low income Victorians and provides a vision for a vibrant housing system which builds
human capital and contributes to the productivity of Victoria’s economy.
The use of leverage by registered housing agencies will be amongst the policy levers considered in the
development of the framework. If, as a result, there are changes to the current policy approach the government will
work with the community housing sector to transition to new policy settings.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4634.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 21,
that the state government work with community housing providers and the Real Estate Institute of
Victoria to establish a not for profit managed model of leased rooming houses as an alternative market
option and that such a model would have community based providers establishing small rooming
houses in leased premises offering accommodation at reasonable rents:
(1)
(2)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
There is $3.125 million in funding allocated to this recommendation.
Implementation of recommendation 21 has been delayed by issues such as the market availability of suitable
properties and the difficulties with upgrading leased properties to ensure that they meet appropriate building code
requirements.
The Department of Human Services is consulting further with the community-based providers that were the
intended recipients of this funding in order to identify alternative approaches. This will enable property
procurement to commence during 2011–12.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4635.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 22,
that the state government develop a package to respond to families with children in housing crisis which
should include: priority allocation of 200 additional properties to community housing providers as part
of a one off, time limited, families response; assertive outreach to identify families in rooming houses
and redirect them to more suitable housing responses, including the establishment of flexible, short and
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medium term accommodation for families that maintains their existing networks and supports; and
targeted brokerage to assist families with low support needs to access private rental market:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
How many of the target 200 families have been accommodated.
Which agencies and stakeholder groups have been engaged to provide this support, and for each
agency and stakeholder group providing support —
(a) how many families will receive support;
(b) how many properties will be provided; and
(c) in which local government areas will the properties be located.
What further brokerage measures does the government have under way or planned to minimise
the number of families in rooming houses.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
The additional support for families initiative was implemented in 2010 to assist families to secure long term
accommodation, including in public housing, stock managed by community housing providers, and private rental.
Families are also provided with linked support of up to 14 months to assist them to stabilise their circumstances.
The agencies providing this response include the Salvation Army, Anchor Inc., Wesley Mission Victoria, Uniting
Care Harrison, Connections Uniting Care, Community Housing Ltd, Vincentcare, HomeGround Services, Hanover
Welfare Services and WAYSS. For more effective and efficient service delivery these agencies were also funded to
deliver the response to task force recommendation 29. These initiatives are delivered within metropolitan
Melbourne.
Over 380 families have been assisted to access more suitable housing responses through these initiatives (as at June
2011).
Forty-six families have secured ongoing accommodation in public housing and stock managed by community
housing providers in their preferred location, and a number of families have chosen to access private rental
accommodation.
The initiatives are on track to achieve program targets of accommodating 200 families by the end of June 2012.
Families are eligible to access a number of existing brokerage programs that could be used to access more suitable
accommodation than rooming houses. This includes the Housing Establishment Fund (HEF), funded at $9 million
per year, which supports individuals and families to access and maintain private rental accommodation through
assisting with bond, rent arrears and rent in advance.
Assistance can also be provided through the private rental brokerage program linked to task force
recommendation 23 which commenced in 2011.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4636.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 23,
that the state government develop a targeted private rental assistance package to help rooming house
residents who are unable to access social housing establish affordable tenancies in the private rental
market, and that the program would target rooming house residents who are identified as able to sustain
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a tenancy with limited assistance in the form of rental information, brokerage, start-up costs and time
limited assistance:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
What funding has been allocated to these programs.
Which agencies have been funded to run this program.
Are there any targets for the number of tenants to secure private sector rentals.
Have any targets been met to secure such private sector rentals.
Regardless of targets, how many private sector rentals have been secured based on funding
requirements from these agencies.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Taskforce recommendation 23 has been fully implemented with the establishment of a private rental brokerage
program. This program assists rooming house residents to enter the private rental market and also assists private
rental households at risk of entering rooming house accommodation.
This private rental brokerage program commenced in April 2011 and was fully operational in July 2011.
Funding of $230 000 in 2010–11 and $2 050 000 in 2011–12 has been allocated for the brokerage, start-up costs,
and time limited assistance provided by the program.
In addition, $381 514 has been allocated in 2011–12 to establish three private rental linkage officers to develop
further opportunities within the private rental market for those currently residing in, or at risk of residing in,
unregistered rooming houses.
Five non-government agencies are funded to provide the program over 2011–12. All are established homelessness
service providers.
These agencies are Homeground Services, the Salvation Army Social Housing and Support Network, Uniting Care
Harrison, Wesley Mission and Yarra Community Housing.
The private rental brokerage program target for the period April to June 2011 was to assist 50 families or
individuals. In July 2011 the program was expanded and a target to assist 450 families or individuals was set for the
2011–12 year.
The number of private sector rentals secured for clients in 2010–11 exceeded targets set.
In 2010–11 the program assisted 88 households: 64 into new private rental leases, 5 into shared private rental, and
19 households at risk of entering rooming house accommodation assisted to retain their existing private rental.
Since July 2011 the initiative has already assisted 137 households: 116 into new private rental leases, 6 into shared
private rental and 15 households at risk of entering rooming house accommodation assisted to retain their existing
private rental.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4637.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 24,
that the state government create new accommodation options by expanding stock levels of not-for-profit
rooming houses through a dedicated singles housing purchase program or new developments:
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Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
How many units of housing and beds has the government added to this stock in the calendar year
to date, and what has been the cost.
Which agencies are managing the properties.
In what local government areas are these rooming houses.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Task force recommendation 24 has been fully implemented.
Five rooming houses with a total of 119 rooms were purchased in the 2009–10 year using the $10.7 million in
funding allocated to this recommendation. The rooming houses are located in Parkdale, Reservoir, Wonthaggi,
Berwick, and Malvern East and are being managed by Social Housing Victoria, North East Housing Service,
Active Property Services Management, Women’s Housing Limited and Prahran/Malvern Community Housing
respectively.
While the purchases emerging from this task force recommendation have been finalised, the Victorian government
continues to prioritise accommodation for singles in its acquisition program. In the current calendar year to
19 September 2011, there had been 358 single bedroom properties constructed or purchased as director of
housing-owned stock, at a cost of $92 million. This is comprised of 239 public housing dwellings and
119 community-managed dwellings.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4638.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 25,
that the state government work with the commonwealth to prioritise private sector investment
facilitation models which will encourage new approaches to low income singles accommodation:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
Does the government support the National Rental Affordability Scheme.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
The Victorian Government is working closely with the commonwealth government to implement the National
Rental Affordability Scheme (NRAS). As at 16 September 2011, 6990 NRAS incentives have been approved in
Victoria and the state has endorsed a further 400 NRAS incentives which are now under consideration by the
commonwealth government.
In Victoria, 532 dwellings have been completed as at 31 July 2011 and tenanted through NRAS. The completion
date for the remaining incentives is between now and June 2014.
The Victorian government is currently developing a housing framework which addresses current and future
housing challenges for low-income Victorians, and provides a vision for a vibrant housing system which builds
human capital and contributes to the productivity of Victoria’s economy. The government’s future engagement
with NRAS will be considered within the context of the framework.
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The Victorian government will participate in the proposed tax summit in October 2011 where states, territories and
the commonwealth government will discuss a range of recommendations from the Henry tax review. The review
included recommendations to change tax settings, which will have flow on effects for the housing market.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4639.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 26,
that: the state government deliver a clear policy framework and implementation timetable for the
immediate and longer term regulatory changes proposed in this report; and that such a timetable should
be framed to allow sufficient time for the rooming house industry to adjust to new regulatory
requirements and for safeguards for residents to be put in place, although no longer than strictly
necessary given the unacceptable practices currently occurring in the market:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
What timetable has the government committed to for achievement of further regulatory reform in
the rooming house sector.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 26 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4607. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4640.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 27,
that the state government develop protocols for local government to use with homelessness service
providers, other community support services and DHS regions to manage rooming house closures:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
What are the details of the protocols.
Have the details of the protocol been finalised with local government.
Have the protocols been used in any closures; if so, where they have been used.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
In response to task force recommendation 27, the private rooming house closure model protocol was developed in
2009.
Details of the protocol were finalised with local government authorities at the local level and facilitated by
Department of Human Services’ regional offices. Homelessness services were also involved in the drafting.
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The protocol documents roles and responsibilities of the following organisations:
– rooming house residents;
– Consumer Affairs Victoria;
– Department of Human Services;
– homelessness services;
– local government; and
– private rooming house operators
The protocol has been used for rooming house closures in the inner north with the closure of the Hub Hotel in
Fitzroy, and in the outer south with the closure of a motel used for crisis accommodation in Jetty Road, Rosebud.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4641.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 28,
that the state government legislate protections for residents to prevent summary eviction by a property
owner where the operator of a leased rooming house defaults on their lease; and that such protections
should allow residents to remain in situ until relocation or orderly closure process can be established by
ensuring that the owner of the property is responsible for the continuing residency arrangements:
(1)
(2)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 28 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4609. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4642.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 29,
that the state government explore a range of alternative accommodation responses with the community
sector including: trial of a community hotel model in conjunction with community housing agencies;
and identifying and encouraging opportunities for more innovative uses of Housing Establishment
Funds to target solutions for private rooming house residents:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
Does the government intend to proceed with any of the models of alternative accommodation.
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ANSWER:
The Baillieu government supports this recommendation.
A response to recommendation 29 has been implemented. $6.6 million over three years has been committed to trial
the development of a range of alternative accommodation options.
Homelessness support organisations and community housing providers are currently using the funds to support
families in a range of alternative accommodation models including head-leased properties, serviced apartments,
and motel accommodation.
In addition Housing Establishment Funds, as well as other forms of brokerage funding, are being used to facilitate
access to accommodation options including private rental.
The community hotel model has not been progressed at this stage as the accommodation options being trialled
enable organisations to provide more individualised responses that focus on addressing needs, stabilisation and long
term housing solutions.
The alternative accommodation options and linked support will be reviewed and learnings from their outcomes will
be incorporated into future homelessness service directions.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4643.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 30,
that the state government continue a dedicated interdepartmental committee to implement the response
to unregistered rooming houses and that this committee should develop a strategy for ongoing
engagement with the industry and sector stakeholders who have contributed to the formulation of this
report which includes quarterly updates on progress towards implementation of these recommendations:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
What is the timetable for the IDC to deliver on the full range of the reports recommendations.
Which agencies are involved.
Which agencies are responsible for the delivery of each policy area and recommendation.
Which agency is responsible for the coordination and achievement of the recommendations and
their delivery to government.
What budget allocations have been made to agencies for these policy positions and their
achievement.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 30 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4611. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.
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Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4644.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 31,
that the state government provide support to the Registered Accommodation Association of Victoria to
develop a revised best practice guide for members in light of the regulatory changes proposed in this
report:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
How many rooming houses are members of the Registered Accommodation Association of
Victoria.
How many rooming houses have had the best practice material distributed to their tenants.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Implementation of the government’s response to recommendation 31 of the Rooming House Standards Taskforce
chairperson’s report is being led by the Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4612. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Housing: Rooming House Standards Taskforce
4645.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to the Rooming House Standards
Taskforce chairperson’s report released in September 2009, and in particular, to recommendation 32,
that the state government establish a pilot community development project targeting residents in
registered rooming house properties in conjunction with the Registered Accommodation Association of
Victoria and relevant community services agencies:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Does the Baillieu government support this recommendation.
Has this recommendation has been fully implemented; if not, what is the status of the
implementation of this recommendation.
Which agency is delivering the program.
How many rooming houses has the program been delivered to.
How many tenants have participated.
What, if any measures, outputs or successes has the program achieved.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
In response to task force recommendation 32, the Department of Human Services commissioned the Nucleus
Group to deliver a project analysing the types of information rooming house operators required in order to
understand the range of support services available for rooming house residents to access. The information products
developed through this project were incorporated with a package of marketing initiatives targeting rooming house
owners through the Residential Accommodation Association of Victoria, and these initiatives are being led by the
Minister for Consumer Affairs.
The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government with more detail on these initiatives.
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Housing: rooming houses — inspections
4646.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Housing: In regard to rooming houses in Victoria:
(1)
(2)
(3)

How many inspections have been carried out in 2011 by CAV officers.
How many inspections have been carried out in 2011 by local government.
How many breaches of existing regulations and laws have been detected.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
Enforcement of rooming house provisions under the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 is the responsibility of the
Minister for Consumer Affairs.
I understand the member for Northern Metropolitan Region has already asked the Minister for Planning to seek a
response to this question from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, in the form of Legislative Council question on
notice no. 4614. The Minister for Consumer Affairs will respond on behalf of the government.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Bairnsdale Secondary College
4647.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Bairnsdale Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Balcombe Grammar School
4648.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Balcombe Grammar
School, Mount Martha:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Baringa School
4649.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Baringa School, Moe:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
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Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Berwick Secondary College
4650.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Berwick Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Boronia Heights College
4651.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Boronia Heights
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Catholic College Sale
4652.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Catholic College Sale:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Dromana Secondary College
4653.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Dromana Secondary
College:
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(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Drouin Secondary College
4654.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Drouin Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Education Centre Gippsland
4655.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Education Centre
Gippsland, Warragul:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Education Centre Gippsland Community
College
4656.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Education Centre
Gippsland Community College, Warragul:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Elisabeth Murdoch College
4657.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Elisabeth Murdoch
College, Langwarrin:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Emerald Secondary College
4658.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Emerald Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
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2011; and
2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Gippsland Grammar, senior campus, Sale
4659.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Gippsland Grammar,
senior, Sale:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Koo Wee Rup Secondary College
4660.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Koo Wee Rup
Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Korumburra Secondary College
4661.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Korumburra
Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Kurnai College, Precinct campus
4662.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Kurnai College,
Precinct campus, Churchill:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Lakes Entrance Secondary College
4663.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Lakes Entrance
Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
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2011; and
2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Lavalla Catholic College
4664.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Lavalla Catholic
College, Traralgon:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Leongatha Secondary College
4665.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Leongatha Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Lilydale Heights College
4666.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Lilydale Heights
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Lowanna College
4667.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Lowanna College,
Newborough:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Maffra Secondary College
4668.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Maffra Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5738

COUNCIL

(a)
(b)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Tuesday, 22 November 2011

2011; and
2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Marist Sion College
4669.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Marist Sion College,
Warragul:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mary MacKillop Catholic Regional College
4670.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mary MacKillop
Catholic Regional College, Leongatha:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mater Christi College
4671.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mater Christi College,
Belgrave:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Monbulk College
4672.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Monbulk College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mornington Secondary College
4673.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mornington Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
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2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Morrison House
4674.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Morrison House,
Mount Evelyn:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mount Eliza Secondary College
4675.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mount Eliza
Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mount Evelyn Christian School
4676.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mount Evelyn
Christian School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mount Lilydale Mercy College
4677.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mount Lilydale Mercy
College, Lilydale:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Nagle College
4678.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Nagle College,
Bairnsdale:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
5744

COUNCIL

(a)
(b)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Tuesday, 22 November 2011

2011; and
2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Neerim District Secondary College
4679.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Neerim District
Secondary College, Neerim South:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Orbost Secondary College
4680.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Orbost Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Padua College
4681.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Padua College,
Mornington:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Pakenham Secondary College
4682.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Pakenham Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Peninsula Training and Employment
Program Inc
4683.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Peninsula Training and
Employment Program Inc, Rosebud:
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(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

5747

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Rosebud Secondary College
4684.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Rosebud Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Sale College
4685.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Sale College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Sale Specialist School
4686.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Sale Specialist School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
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VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Somerville Secondary College
4687.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Somerville Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — South Gippsland Secondary College
4688.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at South Gippsland
Secondary College, Foster:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
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How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — South Gippsland Specialist School
4689.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at South Gippsland
Specialist School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — St Francis Xavier College
4690.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at St Francis Xavier
College, Beaconsfield:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Swifts Creek School
4691.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Swifts Creek School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
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Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — The Peninsula School
4692.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at The Peninsula School,
Mount Eliza:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Toorak College
4693.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Toorak College,
Mount Eliza:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Trafalgar High School
4694.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Trafalgar High School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Traralgon College
4695.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Traralgon College:
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(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Upper Yarra Community House Inc
4696.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Upper Yarra
Community House Inc, Yarra Junction:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Upper Yarra Secondary College
4697.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Upper Yarra
Secondary College, Yarra Junction:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Upwey High School
4698.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Upwey High School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Warragul and District Specialist School
4699.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Warragul and District
Specialist School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Warragul Regional College
4700.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Warragul Regional
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
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2011; and
2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Western Port Secondary College
4701.

MR SCHEFFER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Western Port
Secondary College, Hastings:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Bayswater Secondary College
4702.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Bayswater Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Box Hill Institute of TAFE
4703.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Box Hill Institute of TAFE:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
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VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Our Lady of Sion College
4704.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Our Lady of Sion College, Box
Hill:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Croydon Community School
4705.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Croydon Community School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
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How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Croydon Secondary College
4706.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Croydon Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Maroondah Secondary College
4707.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Maroondah Secondary College,
Croydon:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Swinburne University of Technology TAFE
division
4708.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Swinburne University of
Technology TAFE Division, Croydon:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
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VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Doncaster Secondary College
4709.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Doncaster Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Donvale Living and Learning Centre
4710.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Donvale Living and Learning
Centre, Doncaster East:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
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How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Heatherwood School
4711.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Heatherwood School, Donvale:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Whitefriars College
4712.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Whitefriars College, Donvale:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — St Joseph’s Regional College, Ferntree
Gully
4713.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at St Joseph’s Regional College,
Ferntree Gully:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
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VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Heathmont College
4714.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Heathmont College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Fairhills High School
4715.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Fairhills High School, Knoxfield:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
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How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mooroolbark College
4716.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mooroolbark College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Pembroke Secondary College, senior
campus
4717.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Pembroke Secondary College
(senior campus), Mooroolbark:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Aquinas College
4718.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Aquinas College, Ringwood:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
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VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Norwood Secondary College
4719.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Norwood Secondary College,
Ringwood:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Ringwood Secondary College
4720.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Ringwood Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
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How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Parkwood Secondary College
4721.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Parkwood Secondary College,
Ringwood North:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.
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Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Scoresby Secondary College
4722.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Scoresby Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Wantirna College
4723.

MR LEANE — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Education):
In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Wantirna College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
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Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Public transport: rail — Laverton, Footscray and Watergardens stations
MS HARTLAND — To ask the Minister for Planning (for the Minister for Public Transport): Since
building Laverton, Footscray and Watergardens stations:

4725.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

How many taxi vouchers have been provided to disabled and elderly commuters and people with
prams to get to other railway stations with ramps, and what has been the financial cost.
How are disabled and elderly commuters and people with prams informed that taxi vouchers are
available.
Are announcements made at the station, when the lifts break down, that taxi vouchers are
available for disabled and elderly commuters and people with prams.
When lifts break down do staff pro-actively seek out and provide commuters with taxi vouchers.
Do the taxi vouchers have a spending limit.
How much money has been spent on —
(a) maintenance of lifts; and
(b) repairs to lifts.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
1.

Laverton
Footscray
Watergardens

2010 — 13 occasions $130.00
2011 — 2 occasions $20.00
NIL
NIL

2.

There are call buttons on both the inside and outside of the lifts connecting with VicTrack. When contacted
for assistance, VicTrack advises station staff and depending on the incident and time will arrange for a taxi
if required.

3.

No.

4.

No.

5.

Taxis are arranged to transport commuters to the next station only (Aircraft for Laverton, Seddon for
Footscray and Keilor Plains for Watergardens).

6. (a) Footscray lifts — maintenance costs are included in the works contract for the new footbridge.
Laverton lifts — maintenance costs are included in the works contract for the station upgrade.
Watergardens lifts — current maintenance costs are $1075 per month.
(b) Footscray lifts — repair costs for vandalism in 2010–11 were $5,195.
Laverton lifts — repair costs for vandalism from 2009–10 to 2010–11 were $130 449.
Watergardens lifts — repair costs for vandalism from 2008–09 to 2010–11 were $23 365.
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Housing: air conditioner modifications
MS HARTLAND — To ask the Minister for Housing: In relation to modifications to Office of
Housing high-rise flats to enable residents to install air conditioners and other cooling measures:

5015.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

How many modifications does the department intend to make.
How many will be completed before the start of summer 2011.
What types of modifications will be made.
What is the schedule for modifications for each residential tower.
When will modifications to the towers in Williamstown and Flemington be completed, and what
percentage of modifications for these towers will be completed by the start of summer 2011.
Is there a waiting list for modifications; if so, how many people are on that list.

ANSWER:
I can advise that:
(1)

In 2011–12 the department plans to modify approximately 190 flats in high rise buildings as part of the
high-rise upgrade program. The modification includes the provision of a core hole in the external wall of each
flat which will enable the installation of air conditioners.

(2)

By December 2011 under the upgrade program, it is estimated that 54 air conditioner modifications will have
been completed.
In addition to the above the tenants can make individual request to the housing manager to have a core hole
and appropriate fittings installed.
Since 2002 the department has completed approximately 480 core holes as a result of tenant requests.
Based on past records the department receives approximately 30 tenant requests for modifications annually.

(3)

The current modification process consist of drilling into the external concrete wall of each flat by a specialist
contractor and inserting a special sleeve with internal and external caps in readiness for tenants to install
portable air conditioners. Tenants arrange for the purchase and installation of the cooling units.

(4)

In 2011–12 the department plans to modify approximately 190 flats in high-rise buildings as part of the
internal upgrade program. The towers on the program are in Carlton, Collingwood, Northcote, North
Melbourne, Richmond, St Kilda, Prahran, South Melbourne and Williamstown.

(5)

By December 2011, under this year’s modification program, it is estimated that 24 modifications will be
completed at the Flemington and Williamstown high-rise towers.
The core hole modification program for the Williamstown and Flemington high-rise estates is included in the
current upgrade program and currently there is no program in place to modify flats that have been previously
upgraded. However, tenants can request to have a core hole installed by lodging a request with the local
housing manager.

(6)

Currently there are five tenants waiting for modifications to be completed.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Avila College
8092.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Avila College in
Mount Waverley:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
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2011; and
2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Brotherhood of St Laurence, Frankston
8093.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at the Brotherhood of
St Laurence in Frankston:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Carrum Downs Secondary College
8094.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Carrum Downs
Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Carwatha College P–12
8095.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Carwatha College
P–12 in Noble Park North:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Chisholm Institute of TAFE, Dandenong
8096.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at the Chisholm Institute
of TAFE in Dandenong:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Cranbourne Secondary College
8097.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Cranbourne Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
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2011; and
2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Dandenong High School
8098.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Dandenong High
School:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Frankston High School, VCE campus
8099.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Frankston High School
(VCE campus):
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Glenallen School
8100.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Glenallen School in
Glen Waverley:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Hallam Senior Secondary College
8101.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Hallam Senior
Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Hampton Park Secondary College
8102.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Hampton Park
Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
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2011; and
2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — John Paul College
8103.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at John Paul College in
Frankston:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Kambrya College
8104.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Kambrya College in
Berwick:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Keysborough Secondary College,
Coomoora campus
8105.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Keysborough
Secondary College (Coomoora Campus) in Springvale South:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Keysborough Secondary College, Banksia
campus
8106.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Keysborough
Secondary College (Banksia Campus) in Springvale South:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Killester College
8107.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Killester College in
Springvale:
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(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Link Employment and Training Inc
8108.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Link Employment and
Training Inc in Dandenong:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Lyndale Secondary College
8109.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Lyndale Secondary
College in Dandenong North:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Lyndhurst Secondary College
8110.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Lyndhurst Secondary
College in Cranbourne:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Maranatha Christian School
8111.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Maranatha Christian
School in Endeavour Hills:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Marnebek School
8112.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Marnebek School in
Cranbourne:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
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2011; and
2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mazenod College
8113.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mazenod College in
Mulgrave:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — McClelland Secondary College
8114.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at McClelland Secondary
College in Frankston:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Minaret College
8115.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Minaret College in
Springvale:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Monterey Secondary College
8116.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Monterey Secondary
College in Frankston North:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mordialloc College
8117.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mordialloc College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
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2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Mount Erin College
8118.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Mount Erin College in
Frankston:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Naranga Special School
8119.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Naranga Special
School in Frankston:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Narre Community Learning Centre
8120.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Narre Community
Learning Centre in Narre Warren:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Narre Warren South P–12 College
8121.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Narre Warren South
P–12 College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Nazareth College
8122.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Nazareth College in
Noble Park North:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
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2011; and
2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Nepean Special School
8123.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Nepean Special School
in Frankston North:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Noble Park Secondary College
8124.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Noble Park Secondary
College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Parkdale Secondary College
8125.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Parkdale Secondary
College in Mordialloc:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Patterson River Secondary College
8126.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Patterson River
Secondary College in Carrum:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Skillsplus Ltd
8127.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Skillsplus Ltd in
Frankston:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
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2011; and
2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — South Oakleigh Secondary College
8128.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at South Oakleigh
Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — St Anthony’s Coptic Orthodox College
8129.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at St Anthony’s Coptic
Orthodox College in Frankston North:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — St Peter’s College
8130.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at St Peter’s College in
Cranbourne:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Wellington Secondary College
8131.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Wellington Secondary
College in Mulgrave:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Wesley College, Glen Waverley campus
8132.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Wesley College (Glen
Waverley Campus):
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
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2011; and
2010.

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Westall Secondary College
8133.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Westall Secondary
College in Clayton South:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
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Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Education: Victorian certificate of applied learning — Wheelers Hill Secondary College
8134.

MR TARLAMIS — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL) at Wheelers Hill
Secondary College:
(1)

What was the total dollar value received for VCAL coordination in —
(a) 2011; and
(b) 2010.

(2)
(3)
(4)

How many students are enrolled in VCAL courses in 2011.
How many students were enrolled in VCAL courses in 2010.
How many teachers are assigned to teach VCAL courses or subjects in the 2011 school year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian certificate of applied learning provides an alternative year 12 qualification to the Victorian certificate
of education. It provides pathways for students into employment, further education and training through an applied
learning approach.
VCAL coordination funding was provided to VCAL providers in the government and Catholic school, TAFE and
Adult Community Education (ACE) sectors to support the coordination of VCAL programs for Victorian students.
Information regarding enrolment data for the Victorian certificate of applied learning can be found in the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information Report. The following
web address provides a link to the most recent publication, which details the enrolment data for the year 2010:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/statistics/2010/section5/Section5_10.pdf
Providing the level of detail sought however requires a significant amount of resources which cannot be justified at
this time.

Agriculture and food security: Gippsland Lakes — European shore crab
8135.

MR BARBER — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for Agriculture
and Food Security): Has the Department of Primary Industries or the Arthur Rylah Institute undertaken
any studies on the European shore crab (Carcinus maenas) within the Gippsland Lakes; if so, what are
these reports and what were their conclusions.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The European green shore crab has been established in Victorian coastal environments including the Gippsland
Lakes for many years according to incidental catch reports from the commercial and recreational fishing sectors.
In 2009, the Victorian government was first alerted, through anecdotal reports, to a substantial population increase
in the Gippsland Lakes area. At the time, a number of short studies were undertaken to determine the distribution of
the crab throughout Victoria and the potential impacts on other components of the ecosystem in Gippsland Lakes as
a result of their presence. Results indicated that the crabs had a wide distribution in Victoria, a naturally fluctuating
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population in Gippsland Lakes and that the abundance of fish and their eggs was more affected by rainfall than the
abundance of and predation by crabs.
To prevent further spread of the species, the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) has put in place a fisheries
notice prohibiting the use of European green shore crabs as live bait or their return to the water alive. Unlimited
numbers of this species can be taken anywhere except for the intertidal zone.

Education: schools — teacher librarians
8156.

MS PENNICUIK — To ask the Minister for Higher Education and Skills (for the Minister for
Education):
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

How many dual-trained teacher librarians (teachers with library training) are currently in charge of
government primary and secondary school libraries including the 246 Victorian government
primary school libraries that are being built, or have been built with BER funding.
In which government primary and secondary schools are dual-trained teacher librarians employed.
How many teachers who are not qualified teacher librarians are currently in charge of school
libraries.
How many librarians who are not qualified teachers are currently in charge of school libraries.
How many library technicians who are not qualified teachers or qualified teacher librarians are
currently in charge of school libraries.
How many volunteers who are not qualified teachers or qualified librarians are currently in charge
of school libraries.
How many school libraries have no-one in charge.
(a) Does the government have a strategy to increase the number of qualified teacher librarians in
government secondary and primary schools; and
(b) If so, what are the time lines and milestones for this strategy.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development does not prescribe specific categories of teachers
that are required to be employed in Victorian government schools. The decision to appoint a teacher librarian or
any teacher in schools is made by each principal in response to local staffing needs.
As a result the department does not collect information on the number of staff employed in specific subject
categories in Victorian government schools.
The department does however have access to the Staff in Australia’s Schools (SiAS) survey carried out in 2007,
and the following data is provided in response to your questions:
– the estimated number of primary librarians nationally was 6300 (or 5 per cent of all primary teachers).
– the Victorian government proportion of librarians of all currently employed primary teachers was 6 per cent (this
corresponds to about 1200 teachers), a percentage point higher than nationally.
– nationally, of all primary teachers (not necessarily those in a librarian position) 4 per cent reported having some
teacher training in librarianship and 6 per cent reported having some tertiary study in librarianship.
– nationally, between 4 per cent and 5 per cent of primary school principals reported that there was a difficulty in
filling a librarian vacancy (this corresponds to about 400 schools).
The SiAS 2007 report does not provide data on secondary school librarians.
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The devolved system of school management operating in Victoria ensures each government school, through its
principal and school council, determines how a school operates including allocation of resources.
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Questions without notice
Health: air quality standards, 5331, 5332
Wind farms: health effects, 5538

Sacred Heart Mission: rooming house exhibition, 5422
Points of order, 5442, 5464, 5467
Production of documents, 5462
Statements on reports and papers
Library Board of Victoria: report 2010–11, 5488
Victorian families statement, 5472

CROZIER, Ms (Southern Metropolitan)
Bills
Sex Work and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2011, 5522
Community sector: wages, 5438
Members statements
World Diabetes Day, 5422
Production of documents, 5460
Questions without notice
Schools: mathematics and science, 5328
Rulings, 5547, 5550
Statements on reports and papers

BROAD, Ms (Northern Victoria)

Auditor-General: Maternity Services — Capacity, 5491

Adjournment
Wallan-Kilmore bypass: construction, 5417
Bills
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5391
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011, 5391
Members statements
Chief Commissioner of Police: appointment, 5338
Points of order, 5434

DALLA-RIVA, Hon. R. A. (Eastern Metropolitan) (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations and Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade)
Bills
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5397, 5398, 5399, 5400, 5401, 5402, 5403, 5404, 5405, 5406,
5407, 5408, 5410, 5411, 5412, 5413, 5414, 5415
Public Interest Monitor Bill 2011, 5556, 5557
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011, 5578, 5580, 5581
Questions without notice

Statements on reports and papers
Office of Police Integrity: report, 5490

COOTE, Mrs (Southern Metropolitan)
Bills
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5393
Sex Work and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2011, 5515

Community sector: wages, 5449, 5450
Industrial relations
consent arbitration, 5447
minimum hours, 5450
Manufacturing: food processing industry, 5329
Public sector: government wages policy, 5451
Qantas: industrial dispute, 5445, 5446
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DARVENIZA, Ms (Northern Victoria)

Points of order, 5400, 5403, 5547

Bills

Questions without notice

Sex Work and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2011, 5520
Members statements
Echuca-Moama tertiary training facility: opening, 5503
Youth: Making Links mentoring program, 5422

Information and communications technology
government initiatives, 5444
government policy, 5536

DRUM, Mr (Northern Victoria)
DAVIS, Hon. D. M. (Southern Metropolitan) (Minister for Health
and Minister for Ageing)

Members statements

Absence of ministers, 5531

Points of order, 5464

Adjournment

Questions without notice

Schools: Torquay, 5417
V/Line: customer service, 5417
Wallan-Kilmore bypass: construction, 5418
Water: charges, 5417

Country Fire Authority: Pastoria brigade, 5423

Vocational education and training: outdoor recreation program,
5532

EIDEH, Mr (Western Metropolitan)

Bills
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5409
Business of the house
Standing orders, 5419
Members statements
Nurses: enterprise bargaining, 5502
Points of order, 5443, 5449, 5537, 5539
Questions on notice
Answers, 5333, 5452, 5540

Bills
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5393
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011, 5393
Members statements
Moreland and Hobsons Bay city councils: citizenship ceremonies,
5503
Remembrance Day, 5339
Tibetan Buddhist Society: gathering for peace, 5503
Statements on reports and papers
Royal Children’s Hospital: report 2010–11, 5492

Questions without notice
Health: air quality standards, 5332
Information and communications technology: former government
performance, 5446
Nurses: enterprise bargaining, 5327, 5531, 5532, 5533, 5534, 5535,
5536, 5538
Skin cancer: SunSmart campaign, 5534
Wind farms: health effects, 5538, 5539

ELASMAR, Mr (Northern Metropolitan)
Bills
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5389
Public Interest Monitor Bill 2011, 5554
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011, 5389
Members statements

DAVIS, Mr P. (Eastern Victoria)
Bills
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5394, 5401
Public Interest Monitor Bill 2011, 5554, 5556
State Taxation Acts Further Amendment Bill 2011, 5342
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011, 5394, 5580, 5582

Lebanon: independence day, 5338
Old Fire Station Cafe, Preston: art exhibition, 5338
Sultanate of Oman: national day, 5338
Statements on reports and papers
Royal Children’s Hospital: report 2010–11, 5489

ELSBURY, Mr (Western Metropolitan)
Members statements
Tidal River: pioneer commando memorial, 5424

Adjournment
Glen Devon Primary School site: future, 5583
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Bills
Liquor Control Reform Further Amendment Bill 2011, 5558
Members statements
Al-Taqwa College: 25th anniversary, 5503
Movember, 5503
Remembrance Day, 5503
Wyndham and Brimbank city councils: citizenship ceremonies,
5503
Questions without notice
Information and communications technology: former government
performance, 5446

FINN, Mr (Western Metropolitan)
Adjournment
Libraries: Sunshine, 5496
Tourism: Werribee, 5588
Members statements
Royal Women’s Hospital: clinical error, 5502
Production of documents, 5457

GUY, Hon. M. J. (Northern Metropolitan) (Minister for Planning)
Members statements

iii

Rail: Southland station, 5499, 5590
Tourism: Werribee, 5591
Water: storages, 5590
Wedge-tailed eagle: statistics, 5591
White Ribbon Day, 5591
WorkSafe Victoria: workplace bullying procedures, 5590
Bills
Mines (Aluminium Agreement) Amendment Bill 2011, 5354,
5355, 5356, 5357, 5358, 5359, 5360, 5361, 5362, 5363, 5364,
5365, 5366, 5367, 5368, 5369, 5370, 5371, 5372, 5373, 5374
Questions without notice
Schools: mathematics and science, 5328
Vocational education and training
awards, 5540
outdoor recreation program, 5532

HARTLAND, Ms (Western Metropolitan)
Adjournment
Health Purchasing Victoria: environmental policy, 5496
Bills
Liquor Control Reform Further Amendment Bill 2011, 5561
Sex Work and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2011, 5517, 5524,
5527, 5529, 5530, 5541, 5542, 5543, 5544
Community sector: wages, 5435

Ukraine: famine commemoration, 5505
Members statements
Questions without notice
Dandenong: Little India precinct, 5451
Housing: affordability, 5331

Baiada Poultry: employment conditions, 5337
Production of documents, 5455, 5463
Statements on reports and papers

HALL, Hon. P. R. (Eastern Victoria) (Minister for Higher
Education and Skills and Minister responsible for the Teaching
Profession)
Adjournment
Ballarat base hospital: helipad, 5591
Bushfires: preparedness, 5499
Deakin University: early childhood education, 5590
Disability services: individual support packages, 5590
Gaming: Doxa Social Club, 5591
Glen Devon Primary School site: future, 5590
Healesville freeway reservation: future, 5499
Health Purchasing Victoria: environmental policy, 5499
Housing: Moorabbin development, 5499
Libraries: Sunshine, 5499
Local government: town planning, 5590
Manufacturing: Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission
report, 5591
Metropolitan Traffic Education Centre: driver training, 5591
Planning: green wedge logical inclusions, 5499

Auditor-General: Procurement Practices in the Health Sector,
5487

JENNINGS, Mr (South Eastern Metropolitan)
Questions without notice
Industrial relations: consent arbitration, 5447
Nurses: enterprise bargaining, 5531, 5532, 5534, 5535, 5536, 5537

KOCH, Mr (Western Victoria)
Adjournment
Ballarat base hospital: helipad, 5587
Bills
Mines (Aluminium Agreement) Amendment Bill 2011, 5353
Members statements
Housing: Norlane development, 5337

MEMBERS INDEX
iv

COUNCIL

Questions without notice
Housing
affordability, 5331
Norlane development, 5447

KRONBERG, Mrs (Eastern Metropolitan)
Members statements
Eltham North Primary School: sustainability certification, 5504
Remembrance Day, 5423

Business of the house
General business, 5335
Standing orders, 5419
Community sector: wages, 5436
Points of order, 5464, 5467, 5535, 5537
Questions without notice
Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development:
correspondence, 5329
Victorian families statement, 5464

Questions without notice
Industrial relations: minimum hours, 5450
Nurses: enterprise bargaining, 5327
Skin cancer: SunSmart campaign, 5534
Statements on reports and papers
Auditor-General: TAFE Governance, 5490

LEANE, Mr (Eastern Metropolitan)
Adjournment
Healesville freeway reservation: future, 5497
Metropolitan Traffic Education Centre: driver training, 5589
Bills
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5403, 5409
Justice Legislation Further Amendment Bill 2011, 5505
Sex Work and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2011, 5530
Petitions
Children: Take a Break program, 5334
Victorian certificate of applied learning: funding, 5334, 5419
Production of documents, 5456
Statements on reports and papers
Office of Police Integrity: report, 5488

LENDERS, Mr (Southern Metropolitan)

LOVELL, Hon. W. A. (Northern Victoria) (Minister for Housing
and Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development)
Bills
Sex Work and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2011, 5524, 5525,
5526, 5527, 5528, 5529, 5530, 5531, 5540, 5541, 5542, 5543,
5544, 5545
Members statements
Housing: Richmond estate, 5420
Questions without notice
Children: early childhood infrastructure, 5538
Housing: Norlane development, 5447
Kindergartens: Melton South, 5332
Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development:
correspondence, 5327, 5328, 5329, 5330, 5442, 5444

MIKAKOS, Ms (Northern Metropolitan)
Adjournment
Disability services: individual support packages, 5584
Bills
Sex Work and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2011, 5510, 5524,
5525, 5526, 5527, 5528, 5530, 5531, 5540, 5541, 5542, 5543,
5544
Community sector: wages, 5441, 5452
Members statements

Adjournment
Housing: Moorabbin development, 5495
Water
charges, 5415
storages, 5583
Bills
Mines (Aluminium Agreement) Amendment Bill 2011, 5344
State Taxation Acts Further Amendment Bill 2011, 5339
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011, 5581, 5582

White Ribbon Day, 5502
Whittlesea Youth Commitment, 5502
World Lebanese Cultural Union of Victoria: statue unveiling, 5502
Petitions
Children: Take a Break program, 5334
Questions without notice
Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development:
correspondence, 5327, 5330, 5442, 5443
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Statements on reports and papers
Office of Police Integrity: report, 5494

O’BRIEN, Mr (Western Victoria)
Adjournment
Deakin University: early childhood education, 5586
Bills
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5385
Justice Legislation Further Amendment Bill 2011, 5508
Liquor Control Reform Further Amendment Bill 2011, 5562
Mines (Aluminium Agreement) Amendment Bill 2011, 5354
Public Interest Monitor Bill 2011, 5549
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011, 5385

Manufacturing: food processing industry, 5329
Statements on reports and papers
Auditor-General: Procurement Practices in the Health Sector,
5486

PAKULA, Hon. M. P. (Western Metropolitan)
Adjournment
Gaming: Doxa Social Club, 5588
Bills
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5375, 5398, 5399, 5400, 5401, 5402, 5403, 5404, 5405, 5406,
5407, 5409, 5410, 5411, 5412, 5413, 5414
Public Interest Monitor Bill 2011, 5545, 5556
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011, 5375, 5579, 5580

Community sector: wages, 5441

Points of order, 5443, 5449, 5547

Members statements

Questions on notice

Country Fire Authority: Wyndham Vale brigade, 5423
Mount Victory Road, Halls Gap: reopening, 5423
Western Victoria: road tragedy, 5423
Points of order, 5547
Rulings, 5435

Answers, 5452
Questions without notice
Community sector: wages, 5448, 5450
Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development:
correspondence, 5328
Public sector: government wages policy, 5451

O’DONOHUE, Mr (Eastern Victoria)

PENNICUIK, Ms (Southern Metropolitan)

Members statements

Adjournment

Rail: Pakenham level crossing, 5421
Production of documents, 5456
Questions without notice
Vocational education and training: awards, 5539
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest No. 14, 5335

ONDARCHIE, Mr (Northern Metropolitan)

WorkSafe Victoria: workplace bullying procedures, 5585
Bills
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5380, 5381, 5397, 5398, 5403, 5404, 5405, 5406, 5407, 5408,
5410, 5411, 5412, 5413, 5414, 5415
Justice Legislation Further Amendment Bill 2011, 5506
Public Interest Monitor Bill 2011, 5551, 5556, 5557
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011, 5380, 5381, 5578, 5579, 5580
Marriage equality, 5483
Members statements

Bills
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5389
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011, 5389
Members statements

Environment Defenders Office: 20th anniversary, 5421
Rulings, 5464

PETROVICH, Mrs (Northern Victoria)

Whittlesea Secondary College: bushfire memorial, 5421
Adjournment
Points of order, 5550
Questions without notice
Children: early childhood infrastructure, 5538

Bushfires: preparedness, 5497
Wedge-tailed eagle: statistics, 5587
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Members statements
Sunbury: postal services, 5424
Points of order, 5547
Statements on reports and papers
Royal Children’s Hospital: report 2010–11, 5493

PEULICH, Mrs (South Eastern Metropolitan)

Bills
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5390
Mines (Aluminium Agreement) Amendment Bill 2011, 5352
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011, 5390
Members statements
Skipton Art Gallery: opening, 5336
Western Victoria: road tragedy, 5336
Points of order, 5434

Adjournment
Rail: Southland station, 5498
White Ribbon Day, 5589
Members statements
Frankston North: men’s shed, 5504
Keysborough Turkish Islamic and Cultural Centre: festival, 5504
Lucas McArthur, 5338
Relay for Life: Casey Walkie Talkies, 5504
Remembrance Day, 5504
Schools: Western Metropolitan Region, 5338
Points of order, 5428, 5495
Production of documents, 5461
Questions without notice
Dandenong: Little India precinct, 5451
Victorian families statement, 5481

PRESIDENT, The (Hon. B. N. Atkinson)
Distinguished visitors, 5448, 5532
Rulings, 5333, 5339, 5442, 5443, 5444, 5449, 5452, 5535, 5537,
5539

PULFORD, Ms (Western Victoria)

Questions without notice
Kindergartens: Melton South, 5332
Rulings, 5467

RICH-PHILLIPS, Hon. G. K. (South Eastern Metropolitan)
(Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Technology and Minister
responsible for the Aviation Industry)
Bills
City of Melbourne Amendment Bill 2011, 5577
Criminal Procedure Amendment (Double Jeopardy and Other
Matters) Bill 2011, 5566, 5567
Domestic Animals Amendment (Puppy Farm Enforcement and
Other Matters) Bill 2011, 5569, 5571
Education and Training Reform Amendment (Skills) Bill 2011,
5562, 5563
Liquor Control Reform Further Amendment Bill 2011, 5561, 5562
Serious Sex Offenders (Detention and Supervision) Amendment
Bill 2011, 5572, 5574
State Taxation Acts Further Amendment Bill 2011, 5343, 5344
Transport Legislation Amendment (Marine Safety and other
Amendments) Bill 2011, 5564, 5565
Questions without notice
Information and communications technology
government initiatives, 5444
government policy, 5536

Community sector: wages, 5424, 5453

SCHEFFER, Mr (Eastern Victoria)

Members statements

Adjournment

Go Home on Time Day, 5501
Nurses: enterprise bargaining, 5501

Planning: green wedge logical inclusions, 5498
Bills

Questions without notice
Qantas: industrial dispute, 5445, 5446

RAMSAY, Mr (Western Victoria)
Adjournment
Local government: town planning, 5585

Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Bill 2011,
5387
Liquor Control Reform Further Amendment Bill 2011, 5559,
5561, 5562
Victorian Inspectorate Bill 2011, 5387
Members statements
Gippsland Asbestos Related Disease Support, 5337
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Statements on reports and papers
Auditor-General: Biotechnology in Victoria — The Public Sector’s
Investment, 5494
Victorian families statement, 5478

Members statements
Bellarine Art Show, 5337
Carbon tax: members comments, 5421
East Geelong: men’s shed, 5337
Petitions

SOMYUREK, Mr (South Eastern Metropolitan)
Adjournment
Manufacturing: Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission
report, 5587
Members statements
Planning: revitalising central Dandenong, 5504
Rail: Clayton level crossing, 5504
Points of order, 5452

TARLAMIS, Mr (South Eastern Metropolitan)
Adjournment
Rail: Southland station, 5586
Members statements
Helen Constas, 5505
Peninsula Community Legal Centre: award, 5505
Remembrance Day, 5420
Springvale Community Aid and Advice Bureau, 5336
Petitions
Victorian certificate of applied learning: funding, 5333
Questions without notice
Nurses: enterprise bargaining, 5533
Rulings, 5428, 5495
Statements on reports and papers
Queen Elizabeth Centre: report 2010–11, 5485

TEE, Mr (Eastern Metropolitan)
Members statements
Wind farms: government policy, 5339
Petitions
Planning: green wedge development, 5333

TIERNEY, Ms (Western Victoria)
Adjournment
Schools: Torquay, 5416
Community sector: wages, 5439

Children: Take a Break program, 5419

VINEY, Mr (Eastern Victoria) (The Deputy President)
Points of order, 5333, 5539
Rulings, 5400, 5403

vii

