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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Tuesday, 8 February 2011

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 8 February 2011
The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. N. Atkinson) took the
chair at 2.04 p.m. and read the prayer.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Photographing of proceedings
The PRESIDENT — Order! Members will be
aware from notifications that a photograph will be
taken of the chamber prior to the commencement of
proceedings. I also indicate that photographs will be
taken during the course of the initial proceedings as a
matter of record of the new Parliament.

CONDOLENCES
John Gould Miles
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That this house expresses its sincere sorrow at the death, on
29 December 2010, of Mr John Gould Miles and places on
record its acknowledgement of the valuable services rendered
by him to the Parliament and the people of Victoria as a
member of the Legislative Council for the province of
Templestowe from 1985 to 1992.

It is not necessarily the usual practice to have a
condolence motion of this type for a member who did
not serve as a minister or leader, but there are some
members in this chamber who served with John Miles
who have requested the opportunity to say a few words.
He was a member for Templestowe Province from
1985 to 1992. Many of us on this side of the chamber
knew John Miles and knew of his activities in and
around Templestowe Province over a number of years.
He was a committed Liberal, a committed community
person, a management consultant and also a company
director. He was a senior housemaster at Scotch
College from 1954 to 1976 and the secretary of
Teachers for Liberal Action from 1976 to 1977. He was
a director and former president of the Hawthorn Lions
International club. He was a keen tennis player and a
life member and former captain-coach of
Hawthorn-East Melbourne Cricket Club.
He was very active in the Liberal Party, having at
various times served on the agenda committee as a state
council delegate, on the administrative committee and
at area conferences and policy committees. He worked
with the Mortuary Industry and Cemeteries
Administration Committee for a number of years.
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It is interesting looking back over the contribution made
by John Miles. I looked closely at his inaugural speech
and found there were more similarities to today than
members would imagine. His contribution drew
attention to public transport throughout his region, the
high proportion of car users and the extension of the
Eastern Freeway. We still see many of those issues,
which have flowed on from that period.
John Miles was a great ally and supporter of the United
States, and he put that on record in his inaugural
speech. Interestingly he chose to speak about South
Africa in his inaugural speech; he was clearly moved to
support the rights of an independent South Africa and a
South Africa that had majority rule. That was certainly
an important cause for him.
John Miles was a member of this chamber until 1992,
but he was visible around Parliament House for a long
period afterwards. He was active in and around the city,
and you would often meet him in this chamber or in
and around the parliamentary precinct.
As I have said, Mr Miles was a committed Liberal. It is
of interest that he lost preselection in 1992 and ran for
the seat of Melbourne at that time in an effort to remain
in this Parliament.
John Miles’s family and the community will mourn his
loss. He was a person who served his community, the
Liberal Party and this Parliament very well indeed.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — As has been said, John Miles served as
the member for Templestowe in this chamber, starting
that service in 1985 and concluding it in 1992, but he
lingered around this Parliament beyond 1992. It was not
uncommon for many of us to come across John as he
roamed the corridors of Parliament House. He loved the
place.
I served with John during the period from 1988 to
1992, and I found him to be a very affable person. In
the conversations I had with him there were three
subjects towards which he tended to drift. The first of
those was education. John, being a teacher and also a
senior housemaster at Scotch College during the period
from 1954 to 1976, retained a strong interest in
education, which was the subject of many of the
discussions I had with him.
The second subject towards which our many
conversations drifted was cricket. John was a very keen
and very capable cricketer. He was a life member and
former captain and coach of the Hawthorn-East
Melbourne Cricket Club. John played alongside such
great cricketers as, for example, Bob Cowper. Those
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who have a penchant for the history of cricket would
know that Bob Cowper was an Australian test batsman
who at one stage scored a triple century for Australia.
John and I shared a mutual admiration for players of
that calibre, although I hasten to add that for John it was
as a contemporary of Bob Cowper and for me as a very
young fan.
The third subject of many of our conversations was the
work that John Miles undertook on the Mortuary
Industry and Cemeteries Administration Committee.
John would proudly lay claim to have visited every
cemetery near and far from where we stand here today.
John was happy to engage in conversation about
cemeteries and the mortuary industry in general with
anybody who was willing to stand with him.
While I shared John’s enthusiasm for the first two
subjects I have mentioned, education and cricket, I
would have to be honest and say my enthusiasm for the
third was not as great as for the first two. Nevertheless,
John was a great conversationalist and enjoyed the
company of others. As I have said, despite serving for a
short period in this chamber, his association with the
Parliament of Victoria lingered beyond that time of
service, and he was frequently seen around the place.
John was good company, and he achieved much in life.
On behalf of my colleagues in The Nationals, we join
others today in this chamber in expressing our sincere
condolences to John’s family and friends.
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — On
behalf of the Labor Party I would like to add my
support for the motion of condolence. I do not think the
members on this side of the house met John Miles,
unlike Mr Davis and Mr Hall; it is hard to say much
about someone who is for us very much a person from
the history books.
Mr Miles served the place for seven years. He clearly
made a contribution, and those who knew him certainly
appreciated the work he did. On behalf of the Labor
Party I add my support to the motion of condolence.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — On
behalf of my Greens colleagues I would also like to
associate myself with this motion. In our short time
here the Greens have met Mr Miles on many occasions
around the precinct. He told us that he was reading
what we were saying and keeping an eye on us, which
could be interpreted a number of ways, but clearly he
meant it in a very good spirit.
His first speech in Parliament, which I took the
occasion to read today, contained nothing routine for a
mere state MP from the eastern suburbs. He chose a
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topic that had no particular interest beyond that of the
general, and he spent most of his first speech addressing
the issue of the pros and cons of sporting boycotts
against the South African apartheid regime.
What he did in that speech was what we do when we
are at our best: he debated a topic using facts that were
agreed and using an objective that was universal — the
end of the apartheid regime — but he reached a
different conclusion to what people on the other side of
the argument would have reached. He concluded by
saying:
The best proof of progress towards non-racial sport in South
Africa would have been for the world to see Springboks
versus All Blacks in South Africa, with coloured players on
either side.

That was 1985. In 1995 we saw exactly that, with what
became one of the most iconic moments in sport and
for that matter in South African politics. Nelson
Mandela famously understood — as John clearly did
10 years earlier — that there are universal values that
transcend mere politics; it was just that John was
10 years ahead of his time in recognising that.
Therefore we would like to offer our sincere
condolences to his family, his friends and his close
associates, and also to those like us who were just
casual acquaintances but nevertheless were enriched by
meeting him.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I rise briefly
to make a contribution in relation to Mr John Miles. I
wish to express my gratitude for having had the
opportunity of meeting Mr Miles when I was starting in
this place back in 2002. Much has been said of his life
before and during his time at Parliament, but most of
the time I spent with John was during my period in this
place.
As a new member of Parliament I recall much
kindness; he was certainly a gentleman to me. He
provided me with wise advice at a time when I was just
learning the ropes in Parliament, and I think any new
member should take wise counsel from anyone who has
a long and respected history in this place.
As has been discussed, John Miles was a former teacher
at Scotch College. I dropped by there just this morning,
and I will probably remember Scotch more for the fees
than anything else, but that college is a good foundation
for a member of Parliament. As we have heard,
certainly his speeches were of a high calibre.
I always remember John as having an office in
Parliament. Not many members would be aware of that,
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but he had an office out the front of the Strangers
Corridor and he also had an office out the front of the
upstairs dining room. It was always great to walk past
and see John there diligently working away. He would
offer me wise counsel there and then, or he would catch
me later in the library, where we would have a good
chat and he would make sure I was on target.
Mr Barber talked about John Miles’s involvement with
South Africa. In fact upon leaving Parliament Mr Miles
became the vice chairman of the Australian South
African Business Council — an organisation that works
to develop business connections between Australia and
South Africa. Not only did he talk about South Africa
in his inaugural speech but he continued to walk the
walk after his period here. I hope John Miles would be
able to see those strong foundations enduring.
John Miles was a distinguished parliamentarian. His
record of public service, albeit brief, was I think seven
years, which is the average period for most MPs in both
chambers. His record of public service to the people of
Victoria will never be questioned. He was a much
beloved member of this house and a teacher and friend
to me and to many. His gentle humour and wisdom will
always be honoured and admired, and I extend my
thoughts and prayers to Mr Miles’s family. I also wish
to offer my sincerest condolences as they mourn his
passing and celebrate his remarkable life. I join with my
colleagues in offering my condolences on the death of a
wonderful man — Mr John Miles.
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — I wish
to make some remarks about the passing of John Gould
Miles. From 1985 to 1992 John Miles was a member
for Templestowe Province, which covered the lower
house seats of Eltham, Ivanhoe, Bulleen and Doncaster.
John was the first politician I met when I was a
fresh-faced young member of the Diamond Valley
Young Liberals way back in 1990. Back in those days
John had, apart from his office in Parliament, an
electorate office, which he frequently cursed, as he had
to go up the stairs during the rain; it was outside and up
a concrete back alleyway.
John ran an efficient office. He staffed it with Vi Hurley
and Kerry Ballard, now Kerry Jones. Back then all the
Young Libs used to wonder about the obsession he had
with cricket memorabilia in his office; of course, this is
a point we are all now well aware of, having got to
know John. John had an obsession with cricket, both
playing and teaching it. This was a fact that became
obvious at one Young Libs sports day back in the early
1990s when he took the bat and roundly punished any
young man 30 years his junior who dared to bowl at
pace to him.
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He was one of those politicians who fostered and
nurtured young political minds. Again, this was
something most of us in the Young Libs, who only later
found out that John was a teacher before politics, did
not appreciate at first. He was there to educate, inform
and guide, and he did an excellent job of it. John
regularly attended Young Libs meetings, he regularly
supported our functions as one of our local MPs and he
was always there for political advice and comment.
Some of his contributions at branch meetings about the
political events of the day were legendary for their
depth and, I would have to say, for their length!
John’s teaching past, as I said, was a fact that remained
largely unknown to me. However, at his funeral, former
Manningham and Melbourne councillor Irene Goonan,
a good friend of John’s, told a tale that is worth
repeating today. John loved the fact that he had taught
many parliamentary members from both parties,
including his leader Jeff Kennett and Labor’s Jim
Kennan. John often liked to relate a story about the late
Jim Kennan. John, while speaking in Parliament, had
come under crossfire at the hands of Jim Kennan. John
replied with: ‘I may still have your year 11 report card
and could perhaps read it out in Parliament ’. That
summed up John’s sense of humour.
Many members in this house would remember John as
a constant presence around Parliament House years
after he left office. I used to run into John and, as I said,
he would be a constant source of advice and well
wishes. I asked him a year or so ago if he had made a
formal request to the then President as to whether he
could have an office or at least a dedicated phone line
put in place in the old upper house members clubroom
for his sole use!
Never a boastful man and always a gentleman, John
Gould Miles passed away leaving a mark on more lives
than I think he would ever have realised, and I think he
would be very humbled to hear what people have said
about him today. His last few years did not feature any
complaints about the illness that he carried; in true John
Miles style, he just got on with what he had to do. John
is survived by his sons Geoff and Tony and his five
beautiful granddaughters. Rest in peace, John.
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — I rise
to make a heartfelt contribution to the condolence
motion. My recollections of John Miles go back to
1983, when he was seen as an august and awesome
figure in the Liberal Party. I remember admiring his
approach and his style. I saw some elements of his
character and his approach and loyalty to the Liberal
Party as something both to admire and to emulate.
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When he became a member of Parliament for the then
Templestowe Province, I had the opportunity to serve
on his electorate committee, so I had a working
relationship with him for a good period of time. I know
he was held in esteem by many people in the local
community, both within the Liberal Party and in the
wider community, especially the sports community. I
remember the likes of Dean Jones, who was amongst
those he could count as very good friends, always
regarded him as an awesome opening batsman. When
he was wielding a bat on the cricket pitch, John Miles
was certainly a force to be reckoned with.
His passion for improving Australia’s relationship with
South Africa through better sporting ties was a major
element of his contribution to society, world peace and
international relations. He was a visionary and a very
scholarly man who ably represented the past staff of
Scotch College. He went on to pursue a career as a
management consultant in business before entering this
Parliament, so he had a very well rounded career.
I extend my heartfelt condolences to his former wife,
Val, whom I knew; his eldest son, Geoff; his other son,
Tony; and his five beautiful granddaughters, who will
represent John Miles in the years ahead. Because I was
not able to attend his funeral, I would like to say: may
his dear soul rest in peace.
The PRESIDENT — I will make a few brief
remarks in support of the motion before the Chair. I do
not wish to elaborate on matters that have been covered
by other members, because I concur with them entirely.
The biographical notes that Mr David Davis advanced
to the house showed the breadth of experience and the
vigour of the life of John Miles, lived over many years.
The one thing that occurs to me is that he was a man
who was passionate about the things he did. He was
passionate about his cricket, and he was passionate
about football. Fortunately he was a very passionate
Melbourne Football Club supporter, and we need more
of that. He was also passionate about the Liberal Party
and about many of the institutions of our democracy.
Perhaps born of his cricketing experience and his
association with people from other countries,
particularly commonwealth countries, he had a great
interest in global affairs, especially those of
commonwealth countries.
Mr Miles probably missed out on the best opportunity
that a member of Parliament can have, which is to serve
in a government, because he was unable to win
preselection in 1992. But as a couple of speakers,
including Mrs Kronberg, alluded to, he showed his
great loyalty to the Liberal Party by contesting a seat
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that we would not have expected to win, albeit in 1992
we came considerably closer to winning that seat than
we had on other occasions.
Mr Miles was a man who displayed a great deal of
loyalty. As has been indicated, he was a person who
was always up for a chat. He was a well informed and
very intelligent man and a person who was able to offer
a great deal of good counsel to people he met in many
circumstances. I am always reminded on these
occasions when we have to deliver condolence motions
that each person brings to this place a unique
experience, unique knowledge and unique skills. The
blend of those in this place is what makes our
democracy and our institutions work so well. John
Miles was an unassuming man, but he deserves the
sympathy of this house and of all Victorians in
recognition of the contribution he made to this
Parliament and the state.
Motion agreed to in silence, honourable members
showing unanimous agreement by standing in their
places.

NATURAL DISASTERS: AUSTRALIA
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That this house:
(1) notes the extraordinary series of recent devastating
weather events and natural disasters that have impacted
so heavily upon so many Australians, particularly in
Queensland, in Western Australia and the multiple
events in Victoria;
(2) expresses its sympathy to the families and friends of
those whose lives have been lost and to those who have
lost property, income and businesses, in particular in our
farming communities — many of whom still remain
isolated;
(3) notes the huge damage done in Victoria to homes,
community facilities, roads, bridges, infrastructure, town
and rural levees, businesses, and particularly to the
agricultural sector;
(4) notes the ready response of the Australian Defence
Force and federal government agencies to the Victorian
government’s requests for emergency assistance;
(5) sincerely thanks all those emergency services personnel
including Victoria Police, volunteers in the State
Emergency Service, the Country Fire Authority, the Red
Cross, the Salvation Army, Rotary, Lions and other
community and service groups, the Victorian Farmers
Federation, the Victorian Employers Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and other industry groups, and
the many local government councillors, officers and
council workers and businesses that have fought so hard
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to protect communities and to assist those who have
been affected;
(6) commits to do whatever is possible within the capacity
of government to provide relief and recovery services
and assistance to see these communities rebuilt, with
maximum input from local resources; and
(7) undertakes to ensure that the preparation and response to
the Victorian events are appropriately reviewed and that
affected communities are given the opportunity to make
submissions with a view to mitigating such events in
future.

Firstly, I thank the chamber for the opportunity to move
this motion. It is an important motion, and I know that
many members on both sides of the chamber have
electorates that have been directly impacted by the
flood events that have occurred across this state through
January and February and those that have occurred in
other states. I pay tribute to the Queensland Premier’s
leadership during the events that have occurred in
Queensland and note the devastating impact of those
events. I know many Victorians are prepared to stand
up and offer every support to Queensland in its time of
particular need.
In Victoria, however, we have had our own enormous
challenges. Our state is battling an extremely large
flood. It is estimated that in particular the January
floods have affected over 530 000 hectares of land or
2.3 per cent of the state. In fact the floods are not over,
and it is important that the community understands that
these floods are still a live and damaging event that is
still unfolding. Communities and emergency services
are still working very hard to protect people, property
and livelihoods from floodwaters.
State personnel — including more than
4000 volunteers, staff from the State Emergency
Service, 2000 Department of Sustainability and
Environment staff, 1200 Country Fire Authority staff
and volunteers and staff from other agencies, including
the Department of Human Services — have been active
in providing communities with the support they require.
Major areas across the state were hit by the storm on
Friday. The SES received more than 6000 requests for
assistance on that day.
The direct and indirect consequences of the floods have
been significant, and assessments of the damage caused
by Friday’s storm are still being made. It is clear that
these major floods have affected 26 municipalities,
97 townships, 3000 properties and 7500 people. The
damage assessment is a difficult process, and it will
take time to fully determine the impact of the floods.
The Department of Treasury and Finance has made a
set of estimates of damage to the state’s assets and
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losses to primary producers and small businesses
caused by the floods that hit Victoria from August
through to January, but it is necessarily incomplete and
excludes the damage from last Friday’s storm. On this
estimate the total cost of the floods to the state
government is likely to be around $340 million, but I
stress that this is not the final position. While it is too
early to estimate the cost of the floods to the Victorian
economy, it is clear that the Victorian and Queensland
floods will have a significant impact across the state.
They will impact on consumer sentiment, and increased
costs — for example, fruit and vegetable prices — will
add to cost-of-living pressures.
The commonwealth government has announced plans
for a contribution to the flood recovery in the form of a
levy. Rough estimates indicate that the levy will place
an additional $450 million burden on Victorian
taxpayers. Some commonwealth infrastructure may
also be deferred, and this would impact
disproportionately on Victorian taxpayers. The
assistance of the commonwealth in providing for
Victorian communities is certainly appreciated, and we
need to ensure that the issues that flow from these
matters are dealt with.
The Premier, Ted Baillieu, is chairing a cabinet flood
task force, of which I am a member, to coordinate the
additional assistance that is required for families,
businesses, communities and primary producers. It is
clear that the task is to help those people affected by
providing direct financial assistance. My colleagues
will lay out the specific financial assistance that is being
provided. The task force will also assist local
governments. We have established a $5 million local
government clean-up fund, and further funding is
available through the natural disaster financial
assistance scheme. We will keep working closely with
councils. Many councils in the north of the state are
particularly vulnerable financially and have faced
enormous challenges. I know that on the significant
days in question staff from a number of councils were
unable to attend and support others in the municipality
because their own homes were under direct threat.
We need to support primary producers, small
businesses and tourism operators. We have established
a $1 million tourism program and made available
$25 000 clean-up and restoration grants as well as
low-interest loans of up to $200 000. The Department
of Primary Industries is also individually contacting
more than 3000 farmers to assess the impact of the
floods and work out what support can be offered to
those farmers, many of whom are quite isolated.
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We need to enable Victorians to help flood-affected
areas through the Red Cross appeal. I pay tribute to the
work that the Red Cross has done. I visited the Red
Cross call centre, and it was remarkable to see how it
was able to support Queenslanders. As the call rate
diminished somewhat from the Queensland floods there
was a flurry of calls coming in to its battery of
telephones, manned by volunteers, relating to the
Victorian floods. I pay tribute to that organisation and
its volunteers. I note the swift decision of the Premier to
enable public servants to assist in manning some of
those telephone lines to provide support to the Red
Cross. This was a critical decision that meant
immediate support was available on those lines. Clearly
they were trained people who were able to provide the
support that the Red Cross needed at that exact
moment.
We will need to become more disaster resilient in
Victoria. I make the point here that in early February
2009, just two years ago, the state faced the devastating
impact of bushfires. This chamber debated motions and
discussed the impact of those devastating bushfires. It is
important that bushfire communities are not forgotten
and are supported in every step of their recovery
program — just as those who are suffering from the
impact of floods are strongly supported.
I note that in my portfolio area the challenge has been
not only to provide urgent aid and support through the
Department of Human Services-sponsored relief
centres around the state but also to support the public
hospital facilities that have been impacted. Some
significant lessons have become clear to me as I have
moved around northern Victoria and elsewhere.
It is interesting to note that in the old days hospitals
were built on high ground in the towns. That is not
always the case now, and the impact of flood on some
of our public hospitals has been significant. Rochester
hospital is a relatively new hospital. Previously the
Minister for Housing, Ms Lovell, and I strongly
advocated upgrading the hospital. We supported a
modern hospital being built in Rochester, and I pay
tribute to the work of the Rochester community in
having the magnificent new hospital built. However, it
is interesting to note that the floodwaters started to flow
into the hospital. It has been built 300 millimetres
above the 1956 flood level, but this was a bigger flood
and the waters started to lap into the hospital, forcing its
closure.
Clearly there are challenges that we need to think about
for the future. We need to have better systems for
moving people — often frail, aged people and
vulnerable people — when an evacuation is necessary.
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I pay tribute to the work of the volunteers, and
particularly the staff at Rochester hospital, in
evacuating a large number of people who needed to be
evacuated very quickly from both the hospital and the
surrounding nursing homes. There was the massive task
of lifting frail and vulnerable people into a bus. That
sounds simple on one level, but to actually lift
somebody who is not ambulatory into a bus is difficult.
These days those who work in hospitals are used to the
assistance of mechanical lifting, and that is as it should
be, but on this occasion no mechanical lifting assistance
was available; people had to be lifted up steps, into a
bus and moved out of the town — just as the
floodwaters were starting to lap into the hospital.
Floodwaters penetrated parts of the hospital, so there
will be a significant clean-up.
I again pay tribute to the work of the team at Rochester
hospital, the management and the staff, for their
around-the-clock attention to protecting the residents
and the patients and ensuring that the hospital itself was
also protected. It is back up and running again, and that
is a tribute to their actions and focus and the work of
the department.
Charlton was perhaps the town most impacted on in
terms of health facilities. The Charlton hospital is of
1970s vintage but is built on a lower level in the town.
That hospital was flooded. Two days after the flooding
I was there and saw the tremendous impact of the flood.
It had barraged through the hospital, in some places to
hip height. The massive barrage forced the sewage back
up, through and into the hospital. The damages to and
the impact on the nursing home facilities and hospital in
that town were tremendous.
It is very clear that that town was one of the places
worst hit. All of the low-lying areas of the town were
affected. Only a small area of higher ground was spared
the impact of the flood. It went through businesses right
down the main street, through the hospital and through
all of the town’s facilities. There was an impact on
schools, and I want to make the point here that a
number of schools around the state have been impacted,
which has created a significant task for local
communities and teachers.
In the case of the Rochester hospital, there was no
power, the sewerage had gone and there was no
primary care of any type available in the town. I pay
tribute to the Department of Health for working with
me and with Ambulance Victoria to deploy a primary
care field tent in the town within 48 hours. That
provided valuable primary care in the town, enabling
doctors and nurses to treat patients.
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The first day I went up there I met a family whose
daughter had health issues which were relatively minor
but still serious enough to require hospital attention, and
they had to take her to Bendigo. There was a need for
primary care support to be provided in the town as
swiftly as possible. As I said, I pay tribute to
Ambulance Victoria and the Department of Health for
their rapid deployment of this unit — a mini-MASH
(mobile army surgical hospital) unit if you want to call
it that — which provided that support: a backup
generator, safe water, storage for medicines and
supplies and the capacity to provision a full primary
care service, enabling nurses to provide outreach
services.
In the town of Charlton, obviously there will have to be
an interim arrangement as the capital works people and
the department work through the steps of assessing the
actual impact on the Charlton hospital and what is
salvageable from it. There will be some portable units
put on or near the site to ensure that care can be
provided in the town whilst those assessments of the
hospital are being made.
Even in metropolitan Melbourne the impact of the
recent floods has been significant. The Alfred hospital
was impacted quite significantly by the floods near the
city on the weekend. I visited the Alfred on Saturday
and had a good look at the impact on the operating
theatre suite. It is interesting to again see the importance
of having thoughtful design to minimise the impacts of
these things.
The Alfred has a major theatre complex that has a roof
that slopes back towards the main hospital building, so
when a massive barrage of water comes through there
is a bank-up of water there and a backup under the roof
dripping down into the operating theatres. This has put
the main operating complex out of action. I know that
the staff and management have worked tremendously
hard to get part of that theatre complex back up and
running. They were able to maintain theatre support to
the emergency department, which was critical, and now
they have taken steps to start restoring some support to
that theatre complex.
It is interesting that the new surgery centre on the
corner of Punt Road and Commercial Road — we all
know that building; it is a magnificent new centre, a
very important addition to the capacity of the Alfred to
provide treatment — —
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make a serious point here. The ground floor of that
building has been flooded twice since September, and
there is an issue with drainage which needs to be dealt
with. The designers of hospital buildings into the future
need to look at such potential risks. It is important to
look to the future in relation to these points and to learn
what lessons we can.
In terms of my portfolio responsibilities, the issue of
aged care is very significant. Commonwealth-funded
aged-care support services and aged-care homes around
the state have been impacted by the floods. Seventeen
facilities accommodating older Victorians have been
impacted. In January nine facilities across the Loddon,
Mallee and Grampians regions were impacted, with
250 residents safely relocated to other locations.
I have visited a number of those locations. Horsham is a
good example of how the impact of the floods on a
number of aged-care facilities was minimised through
the use of levees. Again I pay tribute to the work of
hospital staff and their ability to protect their aged-care
facilities. Staff were able to bring frail, older people into
the main hospital at Horsham and provide them with
the support they needed. I think there is a longer term
question about how to ensure that privately run and
not-for-profit aged-care facilities — facilities that are
funded and regulated by the commonwealth — are able
to have in place the emergency plans they are required
to have. The story across the state is of an imperfect list
of emergency plans in aged-care facilities, and we need
to do more in that area. I will be communicating with
my commonwealth colleague on some of these issues.
A version of this issue was raised at a ministerial
conference on ageing which was held in Melbourne in
December. At that meeting the discussion centred
around the need to fully integrate commonwealth
registered and funded aged-care facilities into state
emergency planning and ensure that the preparation
work had been done. This is one lesson that has come
out of the bushfires, but it equally applies to the floods
that have occurred through this period.
In February the floods required almost 320 residents of
eight residential aged-care services across the greater
metropolitan region to be relocated. Again, experience
tells us that timely relocation needs to occur and that
good emergency plans need to be in place so that
emergency departments are able to respond in a way
that means they can protect and support frail and
vulnerable people at a time of need.

Mr Viney interjected.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Yes, you did, Mr Viney. I
am not critical of that; I am supportive of that, but I do

I make the point that the government is determined to
ensure that former Chief Commissioner of Police Neil
Comrie is able to review the flood predictions,
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warnings and emergency response as well as clean-up
and recovery. We are determined to make sure that this
mechanism will get the best outcome into the future,
and that the government will ensure there is
parliamentary oversight to ensure that lessons are learnt
and systems are improved so that the community can be
assured that every step can and will be taken to ensure
best responses into the future.
I pay tribute to the work of Premier Ted Baillieu and in
particular to his calm and level-headed approach to
managing this flood crisis. His approach has been about
detail and preparedness. He has been ready to look for
and to push to get the detail, and to make sure that the
preparations are in place in every area. More can be
done to make sure that the Bureau of Meteorology
weather predictions are stronger and clearer and to
ensure that communities are embraced and supported in
every way.
The response of the emergency services and agencies
has been magnificent. I pay tribute to emergency
services workers for their efforts, and I also pay tribute
to so many of my colleagues, both in this chamber and
in the lower house, who have been prepared to work
with and to support their local communities and to feed
back information from communities to central agencies
to ensure that problems are dealt with, that issues are
tackled and that the right outcomes and results are
achieved. Many of my colleagues have worked
tirelessly through this period to support their
communities, and they are continuing to work to ensure
that information gets to central agencies so that those
agencies can put in place the best measures to protect
communities and provide assistance.
There is no doubt that the floods will have a significant
impact on the Victorian economy, and we will need to
work our way through the problems caused by that
impact. However, I reiterate my strong personal thanks
to staff at the Department of Health for the support they
have given me through this period, and I again place on
record my belief that the community can be very proud
of the response of our emergency agencies.
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focused on our own state and for members of this house
on their own constituencies. All our electorates will
have been affected by these floods, but clearly the north
of Victoria has been affected far more than anywhere
else in the state.
As the chair of the previous government’s flood
recovery ministerial task force I had the privilege of
touring a lot of Victoria to visit many of those
flood-affected communities. When you go through a
flood-affected community a few things strike the senses
quite strongly. Firstly there is the colour — entire
communities have become brown from mud. You
might also notice the looks of shock and fear on the
faces of citizens, but as well you notice their resilience.
You notice the smells, which in dwellings or small
businesses can be due to wet carpet underfelt, but there
are also the smells that come from dead stock, dead
vegetation and sewerage systems that have been
destroyed. All these things strike you as you go into
communities that are dealing with and recovering from
flood.
We also need to reflect upon the fact that there is no
single response to flood. At one extreme is the flood
that occurred in the community of Toowoomba in
Queensland, where people were unaware that a flood
was coming and found it hard to come to terms with as
it happened. At the other extreme is the flood in Swan
Hill in Victoria, which is in the lower reaches of a very
slow-flowing river. The threat in Swan Hill is very real
and in front of you; you can see it coming, and there is
a lead-up period during which people can choose to
prepare for it — or perhaps that can make it even
worse. Flood preparedness involves maintaining levees
day after day and hoping the hydrologists have got it
right. Day after day there is uncertainty going forward.
These floods have shocked us as a community, so it is
very appropriate that we in this Parliament have an
opportunity to talk about this big issue in our
community — and a big issue it is.

Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — I rise to
support the seven-paragraph motion moved by the
Leader of the Government. I will focus on the first five
paragraphs, because the sixth and seventh will be
picked up in debate tomorrow.

Most Victorians were not exposed to the last iteration
of floods, because the floods occurred in the north of
the state, which has a small part of our population. It is
interesting that when these floods occur in the city
people in the metropolitan area of Melbourne are better
able to focus on these events. We get a better indication
of what our regional communities have been facing on
a daily basis.

The first paragraph calls upon this house to express
condolence for loss, whether it be the loss of life,
amenity or property. It is a very broad motion which
covers the weather events that are happening right
across Australia. Obviously our thoughts are very much

We have had several snap floods in Melbourne over the
last few weeks. About three or four weeks ago on a
warm day when it was raining, I went — perhaps
foolishly — on a 104-kilometre bike ride. As I rode
around the bike paths of Melbourne it struck me that
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wherever we went, on every single bridge and footpath,
citizens were out watching with awe and amazement.
There is something hard-wired in us telling us that it is
unusual to have floods. We are fascinated by and
fearful of floods, and we are in awe of the damage
nature can cause when it is unleashed. If that is what
most people in metropolitan Melbourne have seen in
the last few weeks, it has opened the eyes of all
Victorians to what certain parts of the state have
recently seen — in some cases again and again.
Some of the flooded communities in the north-west of
the state, such as the Wimmera, where extraordinary
floods went through late last year, and in places like
Clunes and Creswick, were just beginning to recover
from the first lot of floods when it happened again.
Demonstrating resilience and strength is something that
our regional communities are particularly good at. They
have dealt with floods, fire and all sorts of natural
disasters for a long time, but when they have planted
crops and it looks like a good season, it is very tough
even for resilient communities to deal with the
destruction of those crops at the last minute.
As Mr Davis said, the floods are not over, and that is
one of the tyrannies of where we are at present. We
know about the water levels going down the Murray,
we know the gradient is low, we know there is build-up
and we have a sense of what may or may not happen.
We have had a series of rain events again — it is
wonderful how our language now describes them as
‘rain events’ rather than ‘storms’ — and hydrologists
are now making strong predictions about where the
water will be, but we do not know in any particular
cycle how many more storms we will get in the next
several months. What we do know is that communities
that once had the security of parched soils and
half-empty dams that could absorb the brunt of water
coming through now have soils that are so saturated
that any future rain events will be more unmanageable
than before.
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how they will manage not just recovering from what
they have experienced but also preparing and mitigating
going forward. The first aspect of the motion covers
that issue.
Sympathy for families and friends is important, and
support is particularly critical. I recall that after floods
hit Gippsland last year a number of communities were
almost bewildered about what to do. Correctly, the
focus of the media and the community was on the fact
that Gippsland was in flood, and we did not want to get
in the way of assistance being provided to people
dealing with the floods. We did not want to go into
communities that were not ready to receive tourists, but
through not going back to some of these communities
we can make the existing problem worse. Important
economic recovery is hindered by the fact that
communities are not being supported by outsiders. As a
state, we need to look closely at how we can help these
communities, and as soon as it is prudent to do so we
should go back and visit and support those areas so that
we can put some dollars back into pockets and let
tourism in particular take off again as it so well could.
We also need to look at the extraordinary damage that
has been done to some Victorian homes and
communities. I had the privilege, firstly in my capacity
as chair of the government task force last year and
secondly having visited a number of communities this
year, of seeing what is happening and listening to those
affected to find out what we as a community can do to
help. Today is not a time to talk about what
governments can or cannot do; today is a time for
sympathy and condolences for those communities.
There is a lot for us to learn by working with those
communities to discover what can be done. From the
perspective of the Labor Party we send our
condolences. We will certainly support flooded
communities, and we need to learn lessons for the
future from what has happened.

Perhaps it is not the time to have a debate about climate
change, but we know from the records that have been
kept since European settlement that floods and other
seasonal events are not unusual. These phenomena are
erratic and take place from time to time, but we could
certainly say that over the last period of time they have
become far more frequent and erratic than we have seen
for a long time. It is one of those things about which we
need to ponder, because our world is changing and our
climate is highly unpredictable.

It is also important to note the work that has been done,
as outlined very clearly by Mr Davis, by organisations
including the Australian Defence Force, our police
force and the State Emergency Service along with all
the professional, salaried and voluntary supporters who
have been there day after day supporting the affected
communities. It can be particularly challenging for SES
volunteers to get multiple, simultaneous calls for
support. If someone’s job is to triage, they deal with the
most important, critical issues first. There has been an
enormous volume of requests for assistance.

The floods are not over, and the affected communities
will be looking for support from the government and
the rest of the state. They will be looking forward to

Our support for those organisations and particularly
their volunteers is critical, because this is about as tough
as it gets. If your house has wet carpets and no power
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and you ring the SES seeking support, you are ringing
the same people from whom others may be seeking
support for something far more severe and devastating.
The call for support for the emergency services in
Mr Davis’s motion is something that we on this side of
the house certainly agree with, and we support those
emergency services going forward.
Mr Davis detailed some statistics about the number of
towns and farms affected and the claims that people
have submitted to the government. Particularly in
relation to his department, there have been some
extraordinary responses by the Department of Health
for ongoing services, and that is the bread-and-butter of
what we need to do.
What we have seen in Australia over the last few weeks
is something that could be from a Dorothea Mackellar
poem describing what Australia is like. In Victoria
alone, three or four days ago we had flood warnings in
the north-west of the state where Swan Hill was
defending levee banks, while in East Gippsland we had
bushfires — let alone looking further afield to Sydney
where there have been heatwaves and in the southern
suburbs of Perth where multiple houses have been burnt
down. It says something about this great country of
ours and how feeble we are in the face of the forces of
nature.
On behalf of the Labor Party, I support the motion. Our
communities need this support. We support the
government in its efforts to assist those communities,
and we support the motion today.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — The
Greens also give wholehearted support to this motion,
and we send our best wishes to the flood-affected
communities. We will work with them to ensure that
they recover speedily and well from the floods and
sustain their vision for a prosperous future throughout
the crisis.
This is the second major natural disaster that this
Parliament has had to come to terms with in only four
years. That has put great pressure on emergency
services both internally and in those areas where
communities have been affected by both fires and
floods during that period.
The genesis of the flood was an amazing burst of rain
that occurred at the headwaters of the Loddon and
Campaspe rivers. When you look at the data from the
Bureau of Meteorology it is amazing to see how intense
and localised that one burst of rain was in addition to
what seemed to be a broad zone of heavy rainfall along
the length of the Wimmera River. It really was a
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singular event in that way. But, as we know, it could
equally have had a random effect on any other
community around Victoria — and there has since been
such an effect.
As well as the economic losses of production and
property there are public assets to be rebuilt and
ongoing impacts on human health and wellbeing. The
latter could include the effects of dampness and disease.
As we gather here today I would not expect the
government to have a complete picture of the impact of
the floods, but I am sure that will soon become clear in
relation to housing, the economic effects, the
environmental effects and of course the effect on our
built environment and what that means for our
responsibilities in the areas of building and planning.
While that picture is rapidly emerging, I welcome the
government’s undertaking at paragraph (7) of the
motion to ensure that there will be an appropriate public
review at which all this information can be put on the
table.
The flood-plain mapping indicates that large parts of
northern Victoria are subject to inundation during
events such as these. The scale of the flood would not
have been any surprise to the responsible authorities.
Although record-breaking river levels have been
reported, we would expect to see the full data on river
heights, volumes and the extent of the floods put on a
government website as that information is collected and
becomes available.
As in any major disaster, those affected and the general
public deserve some exposure in respect of what
happened, including information on the effectiveness of
the emergency response and the clean-up or aftermath,
as well as an indication of the preparation and actions
taken to mitigate the effects; so information on both the
prevention and the cure. We will be debating this
matter again in a motion to be moved by the opposition,
but I look forward to hearing more from the
government about how it intends to conduct an
appropriate public review at which the public will have
the opportunity to make submissions.
Bushfires are terrifying events — in a way they are a
vision of hell — but floods are different. Sometimes
they are terrifying, but they are also a real test of
endurance. You watch the water come up, you make
preparations not knowing how far the water is going to
go, and you see the water go down. Sometimes you see
it come up again, but then, as you watch it go down,
you wonder how long it is going to take to go down. In
many cases there is a sense of isolation that goes with
that, where you are in fact cut off from your neighbours
and from the broader community. These are two very
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different types of natural disasters, but both are worthy
of the Parliament’s full attention so that, as in the terms
of the motion, we mitigate such events in the future. It
is appropriate that all parliamentarians take an interest
in this.
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — I rise to lend my
voice to the motion put forward by the Leader of the
Government. The floods that have risen to the greatest
notoriety in the media and in the minds of Victorians
over the last few weeks were caused by an amazing
downpour which came in from the north-west of the
state and, luckily for everyone concerned, in effect
stayed in the west of the state. Had that downpour
moved, as do most weather patterns, across to the east
we would have had further communities under flood.
We would have had the Goulburn and Broken rivers
join the Murray River, causing further grief, pain and
loss to communities such as Kerang, Echuca and also
those downstream towards Swan Hill. We still do not
know what lies ahead for places such as Boundary
Bend, Mildura and Wentworth.
The areas in my electorate that suffered the most
damage would have to be Charlton and Rochester. The
damage in those two communities was significant. A
smaller community, Newbridge, had its recreation
reserve totally gutted. In that instance water was some
2 metres above the highest level previously recorded.
The Bridgewater caravan park was turned upside down
with over 100 sites totally ruined. In the days after the
Loddon River reached unprecedented heights, the
Bridgewater caravan park looked like the aftermath of
an apocalyptic war, with boats, vans and furniture
sitting 4 or 5 metres above ground level up in the trees.
It was just phenomenal.
In the township of Donald approximately 20 or
30 houses were inundated, along with 2 motels.
One of the hidden problems associated with these
floods has been the fact that power has been out in
many of our communities for a long time. Kerang was
effectively isolated for a number of days, and I
commend members of the public who rallied behind the
various agencies to at least keep the Kerang electrical
substation dry and operational, because had that
substation gone under water it would have put out of
operation about 400 to 500 dairy farms for a number of
days, and had it blown without being turned off first it
would have left those farms without power for a
number of weeks, which would have caused even
greater harm to the dairy stock.
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We have also been very lucky in towns such as
Pyramid Hill, where the houses were largely kept dry.
However, the damage done to the town by those days
of isolation is still to be reconciled, and that same
problem has occurred in Swan Hill and Kerang over the
last few weeks. Swan Hill was cut off, with the
exception of access through to New South Wales. The
State Emergency Service (SES) and volunteer effort at
Warracknabeal has to be commended. That town’s
ability to rouse its community to action in the final days
ahead of the peak is well known to have saved it from
being inundated.
But I would like to spend the majority of my time
talking about the experiences faced at Charlton, where
more than half the town was inundated. Mr Lenders has
described the situation very well in his recollection of
the floods from two years ago: the brown colour that
sweeps through the entire town, the stink, the stench,
the shock on the faces, the weariness of all the
volunteers, the frustration when volunteer efforts are
not as well coordinated as everybody would have liked,
the frustration when the volunteers want to take their
trucks and their bobcats and other machinery and go
home and make a living while people are saying there
is still so much work that needs to be done — and so
on.
Those members of Parliament who know a little about
Charlton would know that it is a low socioeconomic
town with an older demographic, and many of the
people who have had their houses inundated are simply
incapable of lifting the carpet or taking the furniture out
to the nature strip to have it picked up. They are
incapable of paying an electrician — they simply do not
have the money to pay for one to come back in and
reconnect their houses and fix up the fuse boxes that,
even in good times, were some 70 to 80 years old and
probably needed upgrading anyway.
Therefore we have quite a unique situation in Charlton,
which has been heavily reliant on the volunteer effort.
That is what was quite amazing throughout that first
week and a half immediately after the water receded. It
needs to be noted that many volunteers, not just people
from the area but also people driving up from
Melbourne, gave their time. People were moving in
from some of the larger regional areas also to lend their
assistance to this recovery effort. It was something that
needed to be seen to be believed, and I want to
congratulate all the people who played a leading role in
that recovery effort.
In particular I want to thank Kay Cossar, who stepped
up as a local volunteer to help organise the volunteer
effort in conjunction with the Buloke shire. She was
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assisted by Will Cummins as well as Russell Coxall
and Peter Whykes. Those four individuals need to be
seriously congratulated on the work they did. They
were able to work in with people from the Department
of Human Services, with the Buloke shire, with Mayor
Leo Tellefson and with the CEO, Warwick Heine.
There was much work to be done and many people
who needed assistance. Many hundreds of people out in
the Charlton region had to be evacuated to nearby
Donald. They spent nearly a week living in the
recreation hall at the Donald sporting complex. It was
only after volunteers had moved in and cleared the
houses of ruined furniture and ruined carpets, put
cleaning sprays through the houses and let them dry out
that these people, having lived in Donald in makeshift
accommodation for nearly a week, were able to move
back in and try to restore some form of normality. It
really was a huge effort.
The other part of this tragedy which has received scant
comment has been the rural damage and stock losses.
There have been substantial stock losses; thousands of
sheep have been lost. Some of these stock losses
represent years if not generations of improvements to
bloodlines. Various farmers have effectively lost 10 to
15 years of continual improvement in their stock and
bloodlines. To have them wiped out in one go is
extremely cruel and cannot be measured simply in
dollars. We need to be aware of the cruel nature of
these losses caused by the floods.
Also there are the losses in fodder. Many exporters in
northern Victoria have been enjoying substantial
growth this year and were looking for a return in their
yields and in their profits, only to have many thousands
of tonnes of fodder ruined and spoilt. Tomato growers
and vineyards have suffered significant losses and the
poultry industry has taken a real hit, with one grower in
the north of the state registering the loss of 300 000
chickens in one event. Not only is that an extreme loss
of valued produce, but on top of that comes an
incredibly expensive clean-up effort which has to be
carried out as well. Literally thousands of kilometres of
damaged fencing will have to be removed and then
replaced, and the cost will be extensive.
On top of all of this we have the ongoing mental health
issues that some of these communities will have to
battle through. Some of these communities have been
suffering through 10 years of drought and trying to
make ends meet, and now they have been hit by these
damage bills, stock losses and produce losses. The
bottom line is that they have been hit yet again, so again
we will need to be very diligent in watching the mental
health of many of our communities, and more
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importantly the individual mental health of these
people.
Overall the members of the State Emergency Service
need to be congratulated on the work they have done
and the way they have gone about their work. Stories
abound of SES volunteers whose own houses have
been inundated but who have put aside their own
interests and gone out to help other people. We
sometimes need to take a breath and acknowledge the
work they do.
The expectation of people within affected communities
that the SES will be able to respond to each and every
call is, in many instances, unrealistic, and that is
especially so for some of our smaller communities that
have been hit in these floods. They have only a small
number of SES volunteers, yet the expectation is that
those volunteers will somehow be able to turn back the
floodwaters and protect the farm and the house.
Sometimes that simply does not and cannot happen. We
also need to do some work in relation to our
expectation on the SES and the information its
members are given. We need to consider somehow
improving the accuracy of the information the SES has
to deal with when it is talking to the various
communities around the state. We certainly
experienced that issue when we went to Rochester,
where information about expected floods levels, passed
on by catchment management authorities through the
SES to the community, turned out to be inaccurate in
the first instance.
As I said earlier, this has been a horrific few weeks for
a large portion of north-west Victoria. We need to
understand how lucky we were that that horrendous
downpour did not swing around and fill up the Broken
and Goulburn catchments, as that would have created
an even bigger tide of water working its way down
towards the Murray River. If we continue to get further
rains throughout February, we will need to be vigilant
and keep an eye on the water that is going to be coming
down towards Wentworth and Mildura from the north.
I have not even touched on the flash flooding that has
besieged most parts of Victoria, but certainly it has
made a real mess, and there have been some isolation
issues around Mildura.
In the future we are going to have to be very vigilant.
We are going to have to put in a lot of effort and make
some tough decisions around where we put our levee
banks and how we protect our communities. We have
to work to ensure that we do everything we can so that
our communities are not put through this in the future.
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Ms DARVENIZA (Northern Victoria) — I am
pleased to rise to make a contribution in support of the
motion. I welcome the opportunity to join with my
parliamentary colleagues in expressing sadness in
relation to all those who have been so badly affected by
the recent devastating natural disaster, the floods that
have occurred right across Australia and particularly in
the electorate represented by Mr Drum, Ms Broad,
Ms Lovell, Mrs Petrovich and me. Northern Victoria
has been the area that has been most affected by the
recent floods in Victoria.
We have had not only flash flooding but also the issue,
one we are still experiencing, of the very slow rise in
water that is taking weeks to reach its peak. Both come
with their own set of challenges and their own unique
devastations, whether it is from torrents of water
sweeping by very quickly or very slow inundations. Of
course, the slow water rising — and this is what has
been experienced at Swan Hill and at Mildura —
impacts very much on people’s ability to be able to
mitigate the effects of the flood. It stresses the levee
banks and affects the sandbagging and other types of
mitigation being used. Because the water just sits there
for so long, it has a much greater capacity to be able to
breach those flood mitigation measures.
Of course, the opposition is going to continue to
support flood-affected communities. We have been
visiting those communities, as has the government. The
Leader of the Opposition, Daniel Andrews, along with
Danielle Green, the member for Yan Yean in the
Assembly, Ms Broad and I, together with many other
members of Parliament, have been visiting and talking
to people who have been affected by the floods. We are
very interested to hear about what their needs are,
material and financial, and we, like all members of
Parliament, want people to be able to get their lives
back together and back to normal once again as quickly
as possible.
One of the most devastating occurrences during the
floods was the death on 17 January of an eight-year-old
boy, Lachlan Collins. He was playing with his brother
and his sister in a swollen billabong off the Goulburn
River when he fell from a pontoon and disappeared
underwater. This was a devastating occurrence, and
such a young life being lost during the floods sent
shock waves through the community, particularly that
of Shepparton. I want to take this opportunity to express
my condolences to the Collins family for the loss of
their very young son.
As I said, the flood has affected huge areas in northern
Victoria. Twenty-seven municipalities, 97 townships,
over 3000 residences, 289 buildings and more than
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7000 people have been directly affected by the floods.
To rattle off numbers like that, however, removes the
human face of what is occurring to people as they cope
with not only the waters but the devastation they bring
to homes, property, crops, livelihoods and businesses
and as they cope with the challenges of cleaning up
afterwards.
Previous speakers have spoken in some detail about
what that devastation means — what it means to have
lost so much of your property, to see your home full of
water and to see your treasured possessions ruined and
having to be ripped up and thrown on the scrapheap at
the front of the house. Then there is the problem people
have in facing the clean-up. Cleaning up after a flood is
a very dirty business. It is not nice clean river water that
has been flowing through your house; it is water that is
full of mud, dirt, sewage, germs and bugs. Dead
animals have been in it, and it is potentially disease
ridden.
It is a very challenging and quite a dirty business
cleaning up after you have had floodwater through your
property. I had some experience of this when my
parents for some time had a place that backed onto the
Goulburn River. They went through floods on a couple
of occasions. They were very well set up for the floods
and had quite a bit of warning that the floods were
coming. Nevertheless, the water got into the house and
we had to clean up afterwards, even if we did have time
to put our fridge, our freezer and our washing machine
up high enough to make sure they did not float away or
get damaged. There is a huge cost personally,
financially and emotionally for these people
individually and of course a big cost to the community
generally when they are devastated by such a flood.
Like Mr Drum, I want to talk a little about what the
flood has meant to the agricultural sector and the losses
it has experienced. Throughout northern Victoria,
whilst there are townships where businesses have been
affected, there have also been agribusinesses that have
been affected. Many thousands of cattle, sheep and
poultry have been simply swept away in the flood or
injured. An enormous amount of fencing has been lost
or destroyed and crop losses have occurred. Grazing
pasture has been lost and hay that was recently brought
in has been ruined. There have been very big losses
which represent very big dollars for our agricultural
sector.
Not only that, farmers have gone through many years of
drought. For many of them it was going to be a good
year; they had good crops. Some were lucky enough to
be able to get some of their crops in before the floods
came; others lost the whole crop. Crops that were going
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to pay bills and pay back some of the loans farmers had
taken out during the drought were simply swept away.
That is not to mention the impact the flood has had on
the grapevines and the permanently planted fruit trees.
With some of these permanent plantings it is not just
about the loss of this year’s crop, it is about the loss of
many mature trees that in years to come might have
gone on to be good producers. This flood has killed
them. That is going to have a huge impact on the
orchardists and on the availability and price of fruit in
the future.
The impact the flood is having on our agricultural
sector now and in the future in northern Victoria cannot
be underestimated. We will feel this impact for years to
come. Individual farmers, of course, will be feeling it
for many years to come when they have to repair and
restock and look at how they are going to keep their
businesses going.
Many relief and recovery centres were set up across
Victoria, and I want to acknowledge the excellent work
carried out by the many agencies, particularly the SES
(State Emergency Service), which was the main body
that responded to the flood emergency, as well as the
Country Fire Authority, Victoria Police, the Red Cross,
which other members have spoken about in some
detail, and ambulance services across Victoria,
including St John’s Ambulance. I also acknowledge the
many sporting and service clubs which came to the aid
of people who were affected by the floods. Of course
we should not forget the many Victorians who made a
financial contribution to the Red Cross flood appeal.
We also saw Australian Defence Force personnel from
the 4th Brigade army reserve unit spend time in
flood-affected communities around Swan Hill offering
their assistance.
I also acknowledge the excellent work done by officers
of local government in flood-affected areas. They have
played a very important and significant role in the relief
and flood recovery effort. They have formed a pivotal
point of contact in addition to providing information to
people, and I want to recognise the fantastic efforts by
all councils in those local areas. Council officers, along
with many SES personnel and volunteers, were also
directly affected by the floods. They had homes,
businesses and farms that were also being affected by
the floods, but they were out there rendering assistance
and supporting others, and I want to acknowledge the
work they have done. I thank the many volunteers who
pitched in to help, not only those from local
communities but also the people from surrounding
areas who made themselves available. People have
come from Melbourne and from interstate to northern
Victoria to give assistance and support.
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Housing people who have been unable to occupy their
homes because of the flooding has also been a really
big issue and will continue to be an issue in northern
Victoria.
I join other members of this chamber and the
government in supporting this motion.
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) — I am
pleased to rise to support the motion before the house. I
will echo some of the comments of previous speakers,
including the Leader of the Government, in reflecting
on the irony of the recent anniversary of Black Saturday
and now a motion before us in relation to flooding in
Victoria. It has been a very difficult start to 2011 for
many people not only in Victoria but also throughout
Australia with the floods and weather events in
Queensland, the fires in Western Australia and the
challenges that we have endured here in Victoria. In
recent years the Eastern Victoria Region has suffered
from fire on many occasions. I had thought that the
electorate I share with Mr Viney, Mr Scheffer, Mr Hall
and Mr Philip Davis would escape the floods on this
occasion, but unfortunately over the weekend some of
the western part of our electorate was inundated.
The Koo Wee Rup swamp region is a highly productive
agricultural region. It is the home of the asparagus
industry in Australia, and it also supports dairy,
potato-growing and other farming enterprises. The
swamp was drained many decades ago and is supported
by a network of drains and channels that have been
developed and maintained over those decades. There
are natural river courses that run through what was the
swamp, including the Bunyip River. This network of
drains and rivers eventually sees water discharged into
Western Port bay.
Unfortunately over the weekend that system struggled
to cope with the volume of water it had to deal with,
and an evacuation notice was issued for the township of
Koo Wee Rup. Although fortunately it was not
required, at the time it appeared that the Bunyip River
would burst its banks and Koo Wee Rup would be
inundated. I understand from a briefing I received on
Sunday that it came very close to that occurring.
Notwithstanding the township was spared the worst so
far as inundation goes, many farmers in surrounding
areas, particularly potato farmers, suffered significant
losses. Many asparagus farmers have also suffered
significant losses, although given the stage of the
season I understand that potato farmers may be the
worst off.
I want to congratulate our forebears who developed the
Yallock diversion, which is situated at Cora Lynn and
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comprises a drain that was constructed to relieve
pressure from the Bunyip River. It was developed over
many years and only completed relatively recently. We
can thank those who had the foresight to build it for the
fact that the Bunyip River did not break its banks,
which could have resulted in much worse flooding.
Parts of Nar Nar Goon, Cora Lynn and the surrounding
areas suffered significant water inundation on
properties, and the clean-up and economic loss will be
significant.

succession of floods, and in between times there have
been other challenges, like locusts, which are still a
problem. I want to express my condolences and
sympathies and to acknowledge the forbearance shown
by so many families, businesses and communities
across northern Victoria. After those families,
businesses and communities had picked themselves up
after a succession of these challenges, it is very hard to
imagine what it must have been like to have another
event take place.

Like others I pay tribute to the volunteers and those
who help out in these situations. On Sunday I visited
the emergency evacuation centre at Cranbourne and the
emergency evacuation centre at the Cardinia Cultural
Centre in Pakenham. The Red Cross, the police, the
State Emergency Service and others who gave their
time and pitched in really helped to make a bad
situation not so bad. I pay tribute to them for their
efforts.

To give one example, the caravan park in Rochester has
been flooded four times since September last year. This
business, for which the shire is the committee of
management, has been affected by visitors not being
able to stay in the caravan park. It also supplies
low-income housing as well as short-term housing for
seasonal workers. The floods have been a huge
challenge, and this is just one example of the many
challenges that families, businesses and communities
have had to face time and again within a very short
period of time.

Unfortunately, flooding also impacted parts of the
outskirts of what is now south-eastern metropolitan
Melbourne. Outlook, a longstanding organisation in
Pakenham, suffered significant water inundation, and
the impact is likely to be significant. Parts of Officer
were flooded, and parts of the residential area of
Pakenham were also flooded. The impact of the floods
is significant, and the losses are yet to be calculated. I
am pleased to lend my support to the motion, and in
doing so I thank all those who contributed to the
clean-up and to the evacuation on Saturday night.
Ms BROAD (Northern Victoria) — I rise to express
my support for the motion before the house, in
particular in relation to paragraphs 1 to 5 of the motion.
I wish to endorse the expression of sympathy to the
families and friends of those whose lives have been lost
and to those who have lost property, income and
businesses, in particular our farming communities,
many of which still remain isolated. In relation to
points 6 and 7 of the motion, which commit the Baillieu
government to a range of actions, I look forward to
holding the government to account for those
commitments. I am sure the government intends to
keep all of them.
I wish to focus my remarks on the Northern Victoria
Region, which is the electorate I represent and which
comprises almost half of the state. I wish to recognise
the victims and all those affected by the flood situation,
which is ongoing. It is a fact that the Northern Victoria
Region has had more than its fair share of challenges
over the past 15 years. The list includes many long
years of drought and bushfires, including almost all of
the bushfires in recent memory. Now we have had a

As my colleague Kaye Darveniza said, these floods
have been particularly cruel, given the hopes and
expectations — particularly of the farming community
and the businesses that depend on the farming
community — that were raised when good rains were
experienced in the middle of last year. Expectations
rose about the product of that good season, only to have
them greatly diminished as a result of the impact of
floods.
Having visited many flood-affected communities and
spoken with their members over recent months, I pay
tribute to the efforts that so many community members
have made to help each other. It was outstanding to see
the lengths to which people have gone and the distances
that people have travelled to help out across so many
communities that have been affected in my region
alone.
I also pay tribute to the people who have come to help
out from all over Victoria, including from the
metropolitan area. Those people include tradespeople
who have just shown up with their tools, members of
sporting clubs who know people in affected
communities because they have played in many
sporting competitions with them, members of service
clubs and people from such organisations as Loddon
Mallee Housing Services, which sent teams to help out.
In another small but important example of the lengths
to which so many Victorians are going to help out both
in person and by donating money, the Turkish
community has made a donation to the Shire of

NATURAL DISASTERS: AUSTRALIA
62

COUNCIL

Gannawarra to help people affected by floods, and the
mayor set off to receive that donation yesterday. That is
just one of many outstanding examples of the lengths to
which people across the board have gone to help out.
All that is in addition to the efforts of agencies, their
staff and volunteers, such as the State Emergency
Service, the Country Fire Authority, Victoria Police, the
Red Cross and Centrelink. I have spoken to Centrelink
staff who have been repeatedly sent to Queensland to
help out and have also been sent to communities across
northern Victoria to provide income support and
assistance to people affected by the floods. I do not
know how some of those people are still standing,
given the hours they have been working. I acknowledge
those efforts, which are just some examples of the
extraordinary work that people have been putting in.
I also express my appreciation to the many
flood-affected communities which have welcomed the
Leader of the Opposition, Daniel Andrews, the shadow
minister for emergency services, Danielle Green, and
other members of the opposition team, including
myself, as we have gone around to express our support
and indicate our willingness to help in whatever way
we can. Given that these flood-affected communities
have a hell of a lot on their plates, it has been
outstanding to be welcomed so warmly by them.
There is no doubt that many Victorians have acted in an
extraordinary way and with great generosity. However,
people who are helping out and donating money
eventually need to go home, to go back to work to earn
a living and to take care of their own families and
communities. In addition to the impact of floods on
families and businesses, there have been massive
impacts on community facilities and infrastructure that
are well beyond the capacity of people helping out to
fix and replace. That is why governments at all three
levels need to step up and provide the resources
required to meet this massive challenge.
In particular I acknowledge the efforts made by local
governments in Northern Victoria Region to help
themselves and each other. As a small example, in the
relief centre run in Charlton by the Shire of Buloke I
was initially taken aback to run into a team from the
Mildura Rural City Council; I thought they were quite a
long way from home. That is just one example of many
councils and shires helping each other out in the
longstanding tradition of these self-reliant and resilient
communities.
Many rural shires — Buloke, Loddon, Campaspe and
Gannawarra, just to name a few — are responsible for
large geographic areas and extensive road assets but
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have small populations and limited capacity to raise
revenue. They will need a lot of help from the state and
federal governments for a long time to come. I am
confident these shires will continue to punch well
above their weight as they assess the damage. I believe
the Shire of Gannawarra was endeavouring to have its
first council meeting for quite some time this week so
that it could begin to assess the damage — and that is
just one example. However, it is unrealistic to expect
these shires to deal with this issue without a lot of
assistance over a long period from the state and federal
governments.
In supporting this motion today, this expression of
sympathy and support, I would also like to underline
the case for a commitment to support over the long
term — well after the crisis has passed, well after many
of the helpers have done their bit and gone home —
and for governments, state and federal, committing to
the long haul for these small, rural communities which
have done such an outstanding job in doing everything
possible to help themselves.
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — I also rise to
support the motion. In doing so, I would like to give the
communities some heart that this Parliament is
committed to taking steps to mitigate the effect of any
future rain events on their communities. I also would
like to thank the lead agencies involved in responding
to the flood events, particularly the SES (State
Emergency Service), CFA (Country Fire Authority),
Red Cross, Salvation Army, Rotary, Lions and Apex
clubs, and many, many others who have been involved
in both the response and after care for these
communities.
I mention the Creswick Bowling Club in particular,
which is in my region. It has been flooded three times.
We have a lesson to learn from that, because its pleas
last year for support and assistance in the provision of
appropriate drainage systems went unheeded, and
thereby the impact on the community and in particular
the facility was significantly greater from those last
three events.
As one of the members for Western Victoria Region,
which covers 75 000 square kilometres, I will localise
my comments to that region particularly and to the
impact the floods have had on the communities in my
region, but more importantly we need to focus on what
steps we can take to mitigate any future flood events. I
would also like to acknowledge local councils. They
have been the Anna Blighs of the local community,
particularly the mayors. They have had to respond not
only to their community but also to the wider public —
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to communications and media representatives and
others from outside their shires and municipalities.

exemplifies many others in the community who we will
have to support in the future.

I would like to identify those areas with which I have
been particularly involved over the last three weeks. I
first became involved in the floods at Horsham,
particularly south Horsham, as did my counterpart.
Sandbagging is an opportunity for people, whether or
not they are from the community, to get involved. It is a
point of contact with the local communities. Certainly
sandbagging was one of the first points of contact. It
involved the whole community. There were football
clubs and netball clubs, and people from Collingwood
and Essendon. People from East Gippsland had left
their homes to come across to the other side of the state,
even though significant fires were burning in that
particular region and placing the area at some risk. You
got a feel of a community bonding, and I can assure
those who regularly go to the gym that 2 hours of
sandbagging gives both the body and soul a significant
workout. It provided a dual advantage.

I make mention of Charlton, as have others, because
that is a town that has been significantly impacted by
the floods, as have many other towns in the north which
are not in my region. I visited a family of six — a wife,
husband and four children — who had their house
totally destroyed by the floods. In fact when I was there
the repair people were removing the plaster, the
electricians were removing the wiring and the roof was
being repaired. Their circumstances were
unfortunate — they were fortunate in that they were
able to access both Centrelink and Department of
Human Services payments, but they were unfortunate
because they were unclear about exactly what their
insurance policy stated and whether it would cover
them in the event of a flood.

Dimboola was another town that I visited. Again I
would like to pay homage to the Apex and Lions clubs,
which played a significant supporting role by providing
both food and water. For those who were in that region
it was a wait-and-see game. I can assure members it
was not an easy waiting game. Some residents had to
wait 48 hours to 68 hours to see if the water rose to the
point where their homes were submerged. I thank
particularly those community groups that not only kept
us fed and watered but also provided support during
that time.
I also acknowledge Warracknabeal, one of the other
places I spent a bit of time in, and the entrepreneurial
skills of some local community members there. They
provided significant resources and intelligence with the
provision of levee banks around Warracknabeal that
subsequently saved many, many homes in that town.
I refer to Skipton, a little town on the north-west aspect
of the Corangamite shire. Not many residents there
were affected, but those in the low-lying areas were
certainly affected. I cite the particular example of the
owner of the Skipton Art Gallery, who was flooded not
once but twice. Apart from suffering a bereavement in
my family and then coming up to Melbourne yesterday,
I also had the owner of that art gallery in tears, saying
she had been flooded not only once but twice, and the
prospect of being flooded again was a very real one. I
raise that issue because although we think about the
immediate impact of a flood or rain event, we must be
mindful of the after-effect. That person who was
begging for help, in tears and looking for support

I bring to the notice of this chamber that we need to be
mindful of insurance, the words within insurance
policies and the misunderstanding of people who take
out those policies as we deliberate what steps we can
take post floods.
I draw to the attention of the house that people in
Carisbrook had little time to evacuate. The water rose
within 10 minutes and was gone in 20 minutes, and it
did significant damage to a number of houses right
across the lower regions of Carisbrook. We should be
mindful of the need to have appropriate early warning
signals so community members can make a decision, as
early as possible, about whether to evacuate or make
provision for mitigating the impacts of drought.
I would also like to acknowledge the work other
agencies have done, particularly in respect of the
primary or rural industries. Much has been said about
the damage to the rural industries, but looking at it
firsthand — and I hope many members have been out
to these areas — you can see the damage to the minor
roads that are absolutely critical to the access of
primary producers or farming businesses or
agribusiness. Many crops have been totally ruined. I
met a group of farmers just outside Rupanyup, and
many had lost 10 kilometres of river frontage fencing.
While that might sound like not a lot, when equated to a
replacement price it is in excess of $100 000 per
person, or per farmer. Also many have lost chickpeas,
which are high-value crops, and lentils and beans that
have been valued at in excess of half a million dollars.
The impact to the rural community has been significant.
I am pleased to see the government response in
providing both initial reconstruction grants and
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subsidised loans through Rural Finance. Obviously as
time moves on these will be continually reviewed.
I acknowledge the work that BlazeAid has done in
helping with the volunteerism by replacing fences. I
also acknowledge the work the Victorian Farmers
Federation has done in helping coordinate fencing
volunteers.
Only on Saturday I was in Charlton at the crisis centre,
and it was interesting and pleasing to see the number of
volunteers not only lining up to help clean out the
residential houses and provide support for those
communities but also to go out into the broader
community to help deal with much of the infrastructure
that has been destroyed by the floods.
I would also like to briefly acknowledge some of the
work that has been done by some of those people.
There are too many people to name individually, but
they are usually the unsung heroes. I have mentioned
the main agencies, the SES and CFA in particular, but
they have been assisted by the Red Cross, the Salvation
Army and the Lions, Rotary and Apex clubs. There are
many others who do it in a voluntary sense, and I am
talking about the individual community-minded people
who give up their time to help not only at this particular
time but also into the future.
I would like to finish where I started off. I would like to
acknowledge the good work of many people in the
community in responding to the floods, and I would
like to acknowledge the way that the government has
responded, particularly through financial support, and
the many organisations that have helped. I would like to
stress again that during this post-flood-event period we
will have to work to make sure that we mitigate not
only the financial impact but also the psychological
impact on these communities.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — I also
welcome the opportunity to participate in the debate on
the motion moved by the Leader of the Government. In
following my colleague from Western Victoria Region
I imagine I will have some similar observations to make
about some similar locations.
The floods have had a significant impact on many parts
of Victoria. The motion talks about the serious and
severe weather events that have occurred across
Australia in recent weeks and the extent to which this is
affecting Victorian communities. I think it really affects
all of us with our very large electorates.
It is important to note that as we participate in this
debate in the house there are parts of the state which are
still subject to major or moderate flood warnings and
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the damage bill is still being assessed in a great many
parts of the state. The flooding and severe rain that
affected many parts of western and northern Victoria,
as previous speakers have referred to, occurred a
number of weeks ago, and that damage bill is much
closer to being able to be assessed. However, the events
of last Friday that impacted on the south-eastern
suburbs in particular but also across many parts of
Melbourne are much more recent, and so the
assessment of damage is still a work in progress.
Mr David Davis’s motion notes the extraordinary
weather that we have had and urges all members to
express their sympathy on behalf of the communities
that we represent to those people interstate who have
experienced significant losses — in some cases loss of
life and in other cases loss of income and damage to
property and business. The motion also notes the
support and assistance that Victorians have received
from federal government agencies, and I would like to
add my sincere thanks to the many organisations, the
SES (State Emergency Service) in particular, that have
led the charge in terms of the response. Many other
community and significant volunteer groups in Victoria
have also developed quite some expertise in crisis
management — perhaps unfortunately; it is the kind of
thing you really do not want to have too much
experience in — and we have some wonderful people
with great expertise who really step up and lead their
communities in times of great adversity. The motion
also talks about ensuring that a proper review occurs.
There are many parts of western Victoria that have been
impacted by the flooding, and these represent the length
and breadth of our electorate, from Allansford in the
south-west to our almost easternmost corner in Kyneton
and to many communities along the Wimmera River
and much further south, such as Bacchus Marsh,
Beaufort, Clunes, Creswick, Ballarat, Horsham,
Dimboola, Jeparit and Skipton, which I had occasion to
visit with Ms Tierney the week before last to see the
devastation experienced there.
Many people have been impacted upon not once but
twice, and in some cases three times, and we need to be
particularly cognisant of the impact of this on those
communities. Significant flood damage was
experienced in Creswick in September. Many people
there worked furiously to meet the deadline of
Christmas — certainly we all work a bit furiously
towards that all-important deadline — to get the place
sorted and things back to normal for the end of
December, but then in early January they were
suddenly impacted upon again, and by mid-January
they found themselves back at the beginning, where
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they had been not so long before. The emotional toll
that this places on people is particularly challenging.
I would like to make a few comments about some of
the observations members of the opposition have made
and suggestions we have put forward in terms of the
response. The opposition has urged the state
government to provide financial support to enable local
councils to defer rates, to support local government
with additional engineering expertise and to build on
the local government clean-up fund. The Leader of the
Opposition, Daniel Andrews, has had a bit to say about
the nature of the proposed review. We have also
proposed an extension of the landfill-levy waiver to all
affected councils. When these natural disasters or
events that perhaps have some relationship to climate
change occur we find that they have a disproportionate
impact on our rural communities. In smaller shires local
councils have a particular role in response and
emergency management — one that they do
particularly well — but it always seems terribly unfair
when the smaller organisations with smaller budgets
and less personnel to be dealing with these things are
hit the hardest.
I would like to make a couple of additional
observations based on discussions I have had with
people in our electorate. I received feedback that the
VicRoads website was not as consistently up to date as
it could have been. In this day and age of course we all
like our information to be available immediately. There
were a great many roads affected, and indeed there are
still a great many roads affected, but I certainly had it
put to me that there were plenty of instances where the
provision of information lagged a little way behind the
reality on the ground — for example, saying that roads
were closed when they were in fact open.
I welcome some of the initial work that has been
committed to by the government and the work that will
be done to support our agricultural communities in
consultation with the Victorian Farmers Federation. I
hope the government works with the commonwealth
around the issue of insurance. I am aware that the
federal Assistant Treasurer, Bill Shorten, has indicated
he would like to see a plain English summary on
insurance policies made available to assist people in
having a clear picture of what they are getting and what
they are not getting when they sign up for their
insurance. Of course we enter into these things hoping
for the best, but we want to know what we are covered
for. I think that summary would provide people with
greater confidence and certainty in such events in
future. That is perhaps something the government and
the commonwealth can work towards improving.
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I note that in addition to some of our very valuable
agricultural land, a great deal of public land has been
affected. I have had questions raised with me about the
process for developing the order of priority of repair to
damaged public land and facilities. I am not clear how
repairs will be prioritised. Perhaps further government
speakers might be able to shed a bit of light on that,
because there are a great many facilities on Department
of Sustainability and Environment land.
The Leader of the Opposition made reference to the
impact on tourism. As was the case after the Black
Saturday fires, a great impression has been formed by
our 24-hour media cycle that regional Victoria is a
disaster zone that is not safe to go to, that a whole lot of
roads are closed and that there is great chaos. This is of
course not the case. Regional Victoria is a fabulous
place for people to visit. Visitors from Melbourne and
further afield — from interstate and overseas — play an
important part in supporting our local economies.
I note that the Age of 6 February published an article
suggesting the Great Ocean Road needed stabilisation
works of the order of $500 million. That is a significant
amount of money. The article quoted Todd Blake, the
general manager of the Victorian Tourism Industry
Council, who suggested that as we increasingly
experience climate change greater reinforcements of
that road will be required. The Great Ocean Road is an
incredibly important icon and an incredibly important
part of the Victorian tourism industry. It has 8 million
visitors a year. The Grampians are similarly important
to the tourism industry.
I would urge the government to consider ways in which
this important part of our regional economy can be
supported by campaigns stating that people are ready to
do business and receive visitors and by providing
accurate information about what roads are open. This is
something that was done in the aftermath of the Black
Saturday fires, and I think there is a good case now for
a similar support package for the industry, though it is
but one of many that have been horrendously affected.
I would like to thank the volunteers, especially the SES
in its role as coordinating agency, and the staff at all the
local councils that have been impacted upon. I believe
there are some 25 of them, which means a large number
of people in a significant number of organisations have
been involved. I am sure that, like me, many members
have heard many accounts of how council staff have
had to stop sandbagging at their own dwellings to
coordinate activities for other people in the
communities in which they live.
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During the debate on this motion we should pause for a
moment and contemplate the effects of the floods on
people who have almost been impacted upon.
Obviously these people are not as seriously affected as
those who have had tangible damage done to their
properties and businesses, but people in many
communities have been on tenterhooks as they waited
for many days — in some cases weeks — wondering
when and at exactly what point the floodwaters would
peak. This has been an incredibly trying period for
them as well.
Finally, I urge the government not to drop the ball on
the response to climate change. Victoria has taken a
national leadership role in the climate change
mitigation debate in this country. Much of this action
enjoyed bipartisan support in the last Parliament, and I
urge that it continue.
Mrs PETROVICH (Northern Victoria) — In rising
to speak on this motion I would like to express my
deepest sympathy to the flood-affected communities of
Victoria and to the flood and cyclone-affected
communities of Queensland. Within days of the second
anniversary of Black Saturday we can only wonder
how much more these communities will be forced to
bear. After 11 years of drought and bushfire it worries
me and a number of other people that many
communities have been affected by three flood
episodes in as many months. I say to the people in those
communities that our thoughts, help and assistance are
with them in the long term, not just the short term.
My journey through Victoria’s flood-affected
communities showed me that the north of the state has
experienced greater devastation than was immediately
understood from media reports. I commend the Baillieu
government for its quick action in providing assistance,
which was noted and much appreciated by the people in
those communities. The Baillieu flood package has
been implemented expediently and via a range of
applications. For those who have not been able to go
home and for those who need different types of
assistance, the packages to assist with that recovery are
extensive and agencies have been activated very
quickly.
Circumstances remain difficult for many families,
communities and businesses, because they are still
experiencing the impact of the floods. Many
communities in the northern region have not yet seen
the full effect of the floods. I say to the people affected
that when they are able to lift up their heads from their
immediate problems we will be there with a helping
hand to hopefully get them back on their feet.
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At this point in my contribution I would like to
highlight an issue raised by the previous speaker,
Ms Pulford — that is, as part of that extensive package
there has been a waiving of the landfill levy. The areas
affected include the shires of Loddon, Northern
Grampians, Mount Alexander, Central Goldfields,
Horsham, Gannawarra, Mitchell and Moyne. That
measure will provide great assistance in the immediate
future to the people in those communities for their
cleaning-up process.
Before these current floods I was fortunate to have the
opportunity to view the impact of last year’s floods
with my parliamentary colleagues the member for
Benalla in the Assembly, Bill Sykes, and the Minister
for Environment, Ryan Smith. We toured extensively
through the Benalla region, including Whitfield, and we
were able to see the impact of severe floodwaters on
some small areas. Just outside Whitfield, at a place
called Gentle Annie, the bridge had been moved by the
floodwaters. That highlighted to me the difficulties that
local communities and shires have in maintaining the
rural road and bridge network. It is onerous for
cash-strapped shires with very low rate bases to keep up
with ordinary road maintenance. As I have travelled
around since that time it has become evident that in
many cases people have repaired their roads three
times. This is an ongoing issue and one the government
is mindful of, and as part of our recovery package we
will be assisting where we can.
It is interesting that the suffering of the community at
Castlemaine has not made the headlines in any great
way. Some 200 houses were inundated in that area, and
many roads and bridges were severely affected. Newly
formed walking paths and other infrastructure that have
been funded by the government have been washed
away.
In the Loddon shire I was astounded to see the damage
to the facilities at Newbridge Recreation Reserve a
short time after the floods. Facilities such as these are
the central hubs of such communities. They are where
the netball, tennis and football seasons kick off, and the
social interaction that ensues is very important for the
health of those communities and for their social fabric,
making them sustainable places to live. I saw rainwater
tanks in trees where goalposts had disappeared from,
and fences that had become twisted piles of rubble.
When we look around at what has been impacted upon
and make plans for the rebuilding process, we need to
focus on those areas which are integral points of
community focus, just as we did after the fires of Black
Saturday.
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One concern the Baillieu package addresses is
assistance for businesses. Many businesses have had to
close because of health regulations. People are having
to wait until the damage caused by water dries out
before they can repair their businesses. One issue that
concerns me is the recovery of our farming
communities, which is going to be long and arduous.
The fact remains that many people are unable to insure
fencing, and thousands of kilometres of fencing have
been destroyed.
I would like to congratulate Kevin and Rhonda Butler
from BlazeAid. I had a little bit to do with Kevin and
Rhonda during the fires. They are from Kilmore, where
my electorate office is located, and they and their team
of volunteers have established a model which works. In
a very short space of time they have been able to rally
the troops. When I saw them last they were based in
Bridgewater. Prior to recent events in Victoria, Kevin
had already undertaken to assist with fencing in
Queensland. These are ordinary Victorians who have
stood up and put their efforts into recovery, just as they
did during the fires.
Many people in fire-affected areas have been able to
re-establish their sense of place. An interesting aspect
of the recovery process is that sometimes people need
to mark out an area that has been affected by a disaster
so that they can find a starting point from where to
clean up. Without doing so, recovery can seem
psychologically and physically impossible.
I would like to commend BlazeAid for the work it has
done. When I visited Bridgewater last week, members
of the group had at that stage done 80 kilometres of
fencing with an army of grey nomads who arrived from
interstate and from all over Victoria. They were camped
out on the Bridgewater football oval and had plans to
move their operation far and wide. They were
enthusiastic, and they deserve our commendation.
Another thing I acknowledge today is the real issue of
post-traumatic stress. We also saw evidence of that
after Black Saturday. Coming after 11 years of drought,
a succession of floods, bushfires and the financial
hardship faced by many of these communities after the
ongoing drought, the people affected by this event need
our understanding and consideration because they are a
bit shell-shocked. There is counselling available for
these people, but it will take some time because, as is
the way with rural people and communities, they get on
with it and put one foot in front of the other. They are
endeavouring to rebuild, but sometimes it is difficult for
some people to seek counselling. I urge those working
in the affected communities to observe people and
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ensure that those who may need some assistance get a
bit of a helping hand.
I will not say too much more except that my thoughts
are with the communities and I hope, after praying and
dancing and whatever else we had to do to get some
rain, that the rain eases for a while. In my inaugural
speech I recited the full version of Dorothea
Mackellar’s My Country, and in recent days we have
seen all the far reaches of that poem exhibited in
Victoria and Queensland. I commend the motion to the
house.
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — I also rise to
support the motion before the house. I begin by
thanking the many people who have worked 24 hours a
day, seven days a week, for many weeks now, not only
during the most recent floods but also during the floods
that preceded the ones we are recovering from at this
time. As mentioned by other speakers, our rural
communities have gone through enormous difficulties
because of the droughts, bushfires, floods, locusts,
floods, fires and floods again. The predictions are for
even more rain to follow.
This time we have been placed in a situation where
rural communities have demonstrated again how they
manage to come through very difficult times with
enormous resilience. We have been able to protect
many of our towns and much of our property. The
damage in terms of the rural food sector is enormous,
and it will take a long time for that sector to recover,
not just in terms of crops but also in terms of livestock,
where we are seeing cases of disease. The damage to
businesses in smaller communities has also been
marked. In some cases the reopening of businesses will
take some time, and in other cases unfortunately
businesses will not be able to reopen at all. Those
examples of damage are obvious, but there are a
number of communities where individuals are really
starting to show signs of mental anguish as a result of
the extremes being faced by the citizens of this country.
As mentioned by previous speakers, particularly
Ms Pulford, the electorate of Western Victoria Region
has also had a number of flood situations. Those have
occurred in the towns of Clunes, Creswick, Bacchus
Marsh, Beaufort, Delacombe, Dimboola, Skipton,
Jeparit, Horsham, Stawell and Maryborough. We also
had the evacuation of parts of Halls Gap on Friday
because of landslips, and we have also had landslips
along the Great Ocean Road. The Princes Highway has
also been cut in many places, in particular the
two-week closure around Panmure and Kyneton.
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Whether members live in western Victoria or not they
would be familiar with those sorts of towns. There are
hundreds of much smaller communities with names that
are not familiar which have also gone through
enormous hardship in the last few weeks, particularly
small towns very close to the Grampians where there
has been no real warning or time to prepare for floods.
They have been inundated and have not had the
capacity to deal with the immediacy of the problem at
hand. Local councils, whether they be Horsham,
Hindmarsh, Moyne or Corangamite, have put in an
outstanding effort. I also thank the employees of those
shires for their dedication beyond the call of duty. Yes,
they get paid, but nevertheless they have been working
on 24-hour rosters to make sure that everything
possible is being done in those communities.
When talking about extremes what comes to mind for
me are two photographs I have. They were taken by an
artist who lives in Dimboola; her name is Jenny Parkes.
One photograph is of the bed of the Wimmera River
about 18 months ago. It depicts the last remnants of
water in a patch behind the township. It shows cracks in
the earth. It is in a frame, and you see it as you enter my
office; I have it there as a constant reminder for those
who live in the electorate of Western Victoria Region,
who often get a fair bit of rainfall, about what drought
means to those communities that have been suffering
with drought over many years.
The other photograph is one that I have at home, and it
depicts one of the great-great-grandchildren of the
Haby clan in Dimboola. He is around six years old, and
in the photograph he is stretched out on his stomach on
the sandy bed of the Wimmera River, just playing there.
Again it is a reminder of the extremes we experience in
our communities.
I was in Dimboola last Thursday to witness the damage
that was wrought by the Wimmera River flood, in
particular the damage to the weir, the debris in the river,
which is quite dangerous, and the roads that have been
damaged. The people of Dimboola have demonstrated
time and again that due to their local knowledge,
know-how, drive, sheer hard work, and their ability to
work closely with the agencies, they have essentially
been able to save their town. The sandbagging that
occurred and the location of that sandbagging was
instrumental in ensuring that there was minimal
damage to Dimboola. Four houses were inundated past
their floorboards. There were roads washed away and
as I said, there are issues with debris and the weir, and
also with the Jeparit weir. It is a testament to those in
the township and district that they came forward and
worked so hard.
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We know that one thing works in Horsham, and that is
that its flood map is a testament to the people who
pulled it together, including the catchment management
authority, because it ran the test in terms of a
1-in-50-year flood incident which was upgraded to a
1-in-100-year flood incident. In lots of ways people
should be very proud.
Horsham had a fair bit of time to prepare and a fair bit
of media attention — everyone saw photographs and
film footage of parts of the main street of Horsham, the
Capital Horsham motel and the aquatic centre. I had the
opportunity to meet with a number of officers of
Horsham Rural City Council, including Cr Mandi
Stewart, Angela Murphy, Tony Bawden and David
Eltringham, the general manager for technical services,
whose knowledge is invaluable to that community
when it comes to emergency situations. I also thank
David Tepper for hopping in the car and showing us a
whole range of different sites outside Horsham that
warrant a lot of attention in the future.
I also want to mention Skipton. With Ms Pulford and
Joe Helper, the member for Ripon in the other place, I
had the opportunity to meet with Matt Makin, the
mayor of Corangamite Shire Council, and with the
CEO. We met on the banks of the river, or creek, and
that in itself spoke a thousand words to us. Half of the
footbridge that was once in place was strewn on one
side of the bank, and on the other side was the
remainder. A number of community assets were
affected by the floods, including the rail trail, the
museum, the community hall, Stewart Park, Jubilee
Park and a number of memorials. Eleven businesses
and 13 homes were affected by the floods.
It is those sorts of smaller communities to which we
need to pay some attention; they cannot operate if their
only supermarket is not open, their only takeaway shop
is not open or their only hotel is not open. We are very
fortunate to have an art gallery in a town the size of
Skipton. I am concerned about the potential for that
gallery not to reopen, and I am sure that all of us
representing western Victoria will work tirelessly to get
those sorts of businesses up and running as quickly as
possible.
I draw the attention of the house to an article in the
Warrnambool Standard of 26 January by the mayor of
the Corangamite shire, Matt Makin, entitled ‘Floods
bring clarity to our values’. The article is a very human
story about what it is like to be working in communities
in that local government area, what people are doing,
what they are saying and their motivations. He then
went on to describe coming home late after being at a
community meeting and sitting at the end of the bed
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where his three-and-a-half-year-old son was dozing off
to sleep; he wrote about feeling settled that his family
had at least a home, a bed and dry carpet under their
feet as the children dozed off. That in itself brings out
the human nature of what we are subjected to when we
are under enormous pressure, and also what we can
endure and bring to our sense of humanity.
I thank not only local people but all those who have
worked very hard over the last few weeks and, in many
parts of Western Victoria Region, over the last few
months. I know a number of issues have arisen, and I
will address them later during this week.
There is an urgent need to get flood mapping done
beyond what is already there. There is a need for more
timely recovery avenues. There also needs to be more
informed information about flood peaking. There needs
to be a re-examination of the use of local government
labour and how local government employees at the
moment are only paid for overtime and not the time in
between. Also, the quotation process needs to be
examined in terms of streamlining.
I thank other people who do not live in western Victoria
but who came to the aid of the people there. They got in
their cars and came up to places like Skipton, including
members of the North Melbourne Football Club, who
by their presence and activities added to the boost in
morale for those in the township.
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communities of the south-eastern suburbs have been
recently affected by flooding, and there are still homes
and businesses under threat of flooding.
We have seen significant attention focused on the city
of Casey, and in particular Narre Warren and Hampton
Park, where some 200 homes were in waist-high water
and where a number of evacuations have taken place.
An emergency centre was opened in Cranbourne to
accommodate many of those who have had to evacuate
Koo Wee Rup; Bangholme is under threat as we speak;
and representatives from the City of Greater
Dandenong have recently informed me that waters are
rising from approximately ankle height to knee height,
and elevating as those great surges of water are now
coming in through our inland waterways.
It is also my dour duty to express my sympathy to the
families and friends of those whose lives have been
lost — as is certainly the case in other parts of the state
and nation — and to those who have lost property,
income and businesses, including of course in our
farming communities, the effects of which will ricochet
throughout Australia and in fact affect every single
family, not the least of which will be through the
impact on the cost of living.

Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Who would have thought that two years after Black
Saturday we would be debating a motion relating to a
flood crisis that has affected vast parts of Australia.

There has been significant damage to homes,
community facilities, roads, bridges, infrastructure,
schools and towns in Victoria. In the south-east a
number of schools have been dramatically flood
affected. Across the state the list of flood-affected
schools includes Cardross Primary School; Charlton
P–12 College; Cranbourne Carlisle Primary School,
which is in my area; and Hampton Park Secondary
College. Ironically Hampton Park Secondary College
was to be the venue for a Casey Cares concert, which
was organised by one of the arts enthusiasts, Cr Wayne
Smith, in support of the flood-affected families and
communities of Queensland. When he was organising
the event he could not have known that his own
community would become flood affected. They have
had to relocate from that area to a venue in
Cranbourne. That concert is happening on the 12th of
this month, so if members want a good night out and at
the same time want to spend their money to help the
community, they should consider attending that
concert. I will be more than happy to meet them there.

The crisis that occurred in Queensland was looked on
by Victorians as a somewhat vicarious experience. We
were certainly sympathetic, and many of us made
donations immediately — I went and donated my
$100 — but we were unaware that the ricochet effect
was going to impact on our own state as well as on our
own lives and of course on other parts of Australia. The

Other affected schools are: Lyndhurst Secondary
College, Red Cliffs East Primary School, Rochester
Secondary College, Strathaird Primary School,
Wyndham Park Primary School, St Joseph’s School in
Rochester and St Joseph’s Primary School in Charlton.
I believe there are a string of other schools that have
been affected, but more mildly. In addition, road

It is also important that we keep an eye on the mental
health of those people who have gone through a
number of incidents in the last few months. We also
need to ensure that we keep encouraging our younger
people to put their hands up to volunteer. A number of
people in the Red Cross around Horsham were doing
20-hour shifts. We need to get younger people
involved. We need to build on their interests when they
come into a recovery centre, rather than have them just
turning up in an ad hoc manner. We want them to truly
be leaders and advocates for their local communities in
future emergency situations.
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damage or flooding has resulted in changes or closures
to many school bus routes, and that has posed
additional challenges to schools resuming the school
year.
Therefore, as part of my responsibilities as
parliamentary secretary assisting two ministers I advise
that those matters are on watch. Whether it be Victoria
Police, volunteers from the State Emergency Service,
the Country Fire Authority, the Red Cross, the
Salvation Army, Rotary, Lions clubs and other
community and service groups, industry groups such as
the Victorian Farmers Federation and the Victorian
Employers Chamber of Commerce and Industry or
local governments, everyone is pulling together in a
time of need to try to salvage what we can before we go
in for the big assessment and the fix. On behalf of my
affected communities I thank all those who have given
of their time and in some instances risked their lives to
assist those who have been affected.
Even my own street — Liberty Court in Dingley
Village — was flooded. I arrived home early from the
parliamentary retreat to find the entire court in
knee-deep water. The house was under an enormous
threat of flooding. My house had nearly flooded a
month beforehand, which had given us somewhat of a
wake-up call and an opportunity to clear the blocked
drains. All of them had been blocked, and it has now
cost us several hundred dollars to unblock them. Dare I
say that things like blocked drains are often significant
contributors to the flooding of suburban roads, and I
understand that has been typical of much of the
suburban experience.
We unblocked the drain in Liberty Court with the help
of my next-door neighbour, a young man named
Patrick Bolst who had completed half a plumbing
apprenticeship. He got nearly into the drain and
unblocked it, and literally within a few minutes the
entire street cleared, which probably saved half a dozen
homes from flooding. We were very grateful.
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helping each other in adversity. That is the only way
you can mitigate and minimise the impact and
devastating effect of Mother Nature. There are some
practical things we can do, and hopefully as a result of
this debate, as we express our condolences in this
chamber, we can take some lessons out of this and
minimise the effects of what will no doubt be a decade
of very wet weather, given climate change. Hopefully
we can minimise future damage.
These floods will bring very substantial costs for
individuals, to businesses and the economy, hopefully
in the short term rather than the long term, because the
reconstruction efforts will no doubt be a significant
economic stimulant. Obviously there will be a lot of
work to get through. No doubt the insurance cost and
the loss to businesses, facilities and infrastructure will
be substantial. We cannot even hope to quantify that at
this early stage.
I refer to the most recent information from the Bureau
of Meteorology. Senior forecaster Terry Ryan said:
It’s the worst flood in western Victoria in their history as far
as our records go in terms of the depth of water and the
number of places affected …

The number of places affected in metropolitan
Melbourne is also high. Partly that is because of the
significance of run-off and the increased density of
suburban Melbourne and the diminished amount of
land that can absorb run-off. These are problems I think
we will need to factor into the development of our
physical environment.
It was not until the downpour began to subside that we
understood the damage the accumulated water had
caused as it rushed through our waterways. An example
is the Patterson River, which broke its banks down in
Carrum. I understand there was also some destruction
of the sewerage system. It is quite frightening to see
some of this on YouTube. Members should feel free to
google it and have a look at the devastating effect of
Mother Nature on places such as the Patterson River.

Unfortunately my house was probably the most
challenging. Six of us were having to bucket water
using a wheelie bin for something like 4 or 5 hours in
order to save it from flooding. Of course there was
quite a bit of damage to the garage and some external
damage, but fortunately the house did not flood. This
just gives a small inkling of what people who are
dramatically impacted upon are going through.

There is significant concern that the failure to desilt
some of the inland waterways, which were previously
drains — we engage in a pretence to make them feel
more like creeks — will over time exacerbate the
flooding. As I said, all of this will be among the lessons
we will learn as to how we can manage the threat of
floods and inundation.

The reality is that it is very hard to fight Mother Nature.
The adversities that Australians have experienced —
the fires and the floods — have moulded the Australian
character and the culture of banding together and

The closure of roads across the south-east has been
phenomenal. Traffic in the south-east has always been
very bad — dare I say that was probably one of the
significant election issues. It is not so much the public
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transport, because many parts of the south-east do not
have effective public transport. The roads infrastructure
is, however, already stressed, and with many of them
closed down a lot of communities have been left
isolated.
I will give members a little feel for the extent of the
closures by naming affected roads. There is the South
Gippsland Highway near Pound Road; the Princes
Highway outside Fountain Gate; Webb Street, Narre
Warren, which is still under water — and I understand
some trucks are trying to pump water out but that battle
is not won; Glasscocks Road, Narre Warren South;
Halleur Road, Harkaway; Hessell Road, Harkaway;
Power Road, Endeavour Hills; Pound Road, Clyde; the
Narre Warren-Cranbourne Road in multiple places,
including a railway underpass in Narre Warren and near
Casey Central; Golf Links Road; the Hallam Valley
main drain area and Fullard Road area; Thompson
Road, Bangholme, which was cut in six places; Centre
Road, Narre Warren; Edithvale Road, Chelsea Heights,
which was completely flooded over by the Seaford
wetlands and has been closed for a number of days;
Hallam Road, Hampton Park; Heatherton Road,
Dandenong North; Frankston-Dandenong Road,
Dandenong South; Shrives Road, Narre Warren; and
the Lower Dandenong Road, which is the Labor Party’s
de facto Dingley bypass, or the ‘ding-a-ling bypass’ as I
call it, which had to be shut down because it was
unsafe.
It was interesting that the drains on Old Dandenong
Road had been placed in the wrong spots. The water
was subsiding in the lower parts of the road, but the
drains were higher up. To me that makes no sense. That
you can get this basic engineering so wrong is beyond
belief. Also affected were Centre Dandenong Road,
Governor Road, Chute Street, Boundary Road and
roads in the Waterways estate, which is under threat of
flooding. The Narre Warren Country Fire Authority
station was also flooded.
There has thus been substantial damage to
infrastructure. Heavy rains have already played havoc
with our roads, causing erosion and lots of potholes,
and these floods are going to cause substantial losses.
Melbourne Water and drainage systems have also not
been able to cope with the south-east run-off. In the
Kingston area, as I mentioned before, sewer overflow
relief structures were activated, and still there were
some reports of sewer overflows in private properties.
The risk to health from disease is there and needs to be
monitored carefully. Council drains in Mordialloc and
Chelsea could not drain into Melbourne Water drains
due to capacity having been reached, resulting in
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flooding in the local drainage network, local road
closures and so on. In the city of Greater Dandenong
the eastern contour drain overflowed into Willow
Lodge Village and the Pillars Crossing and was within
200 millimetres of breaking its banks and charging into
the bayside suburbs. These are just some of the
examples, of course; there are many other examples of
the effects of the inundation and unusual rain events
across south-east Melbourne.
I would like to commend the efforts of all of those who
have been involved in the response, including the
Australian Defence Force, obviously; the Royal
Australian Air Force, which has been involved
elsewhere; and the State Emergency Service, which has
been assisting my flood-affected communities. The
inconvenience and devastation suffered by many
businesses will be hard to rectify and will leave many
families hard-pressed, so the government assistance
package that has been announced is very welcome. In
addition there is the $5 million that has been made
available for clean-up, with a further $1 million
contribution to the public appeal being coordinated by
the Red Cross.
The government launched the Victorian floods appeal
that will apportion donated moneys to small businesses,
primary producers and not-for-profit organisations that
can apply for up to $15 000 in clean-up and restoration
grants. Bayside councils will probably also wear a
significant cost of the clean-up as those floodwaters
empty out onto the beaches. Grants of up to $1067 per
household for personal hardship and a range of other
assistance measures will be available, but in the
meantime we need to learn something from the
experience. We need to mitigate and minimise the
threat of inundation and rain events in the future. That
is why this debate is so important.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Elasmar) —
Order! The member’s time has expired.
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — I welcome
this opportunity to say a few words on Mr David
Davis’s motion. The floods that have devastated vast
parts of the continent in recent weeks, along with
Cyclone Yasi, have severely impacted on the lives and
property of countless individuals and communities.
While the most severe impact has been in Queensland
and northern New South Wales, the Victorian floods in
recent weeks have also taken their toll. I express my
condolences to the families of those who lost their lives
in Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria and to
the families of those people who are still reported as
missing.
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I pay tribute to those who have been affected by the
floods and commend the strength and incredible
resilience of all those communities that have struggled
to protect their homes and property. I also commend the
work of the State Emergency Service; Victoria Police;
personnel of the Australian armed forces; local, state
and commonwealth government departments; and the
members of the many voluntary organisations that
make such a valuable contribution during emergency
situations. I also commend the many individuals and
communities who have worked hard to protect homes
and property.
Whilst there has been consistent flooding for some
months across north-western Victoria, Gippsland was
spared until late last week when the state was affected
by the westward movement of Cyclone Yasi. The
floods that hit last week were sudden, and many
residents of Koo Wee Rup, Cora Lynn and Bayles left
their homes as the Bunyip River rose to its highest level
in 40 years — that is, since the 1971 floods. Pakenham
and Narre Warren were also affected, as were many
parts of metropolitan Melbourne. Relief centres were
opened at the Cranbourne sports complex and at the
Cardinia Cultural Centre in Pakenham. As many people
would know, the Koo Wee Rup hospital was evacuated,
and patients were moved to other facilities on higher
ground.
The damage caused to the potato, broccoli and
asparagus harvests is immense, and small farmers,
particularly those with single holdings, will be very
badly affected. Mr Davis indicated that up to this point
the cost of the floods is estimated to be around
$340 million and rising, and that is a very high cost. I
understand the assessment of the damage in west
Gippsland will take a little time as it is only really in the
last few days that these floods have made their impact,
but what is clear is that these communities and the local
economy will be reliant on government support to a
significant extent.
The high humidity, together with the rain that flowed
into Victoria over the last week or so and brought the
floods, emanated from the westward movement of
Cyclone Yasi that devastated Queensland. It is
astonishing to reflect on the power and enormity of that
category 5 cyclone. I read that the whole of Cyclone
Tracy, which brought down Darwin, could have fitted
into the eye of Cyclone Yasi. As it moved west and
developed into a massive low-pressure system, a
current of warm air was sent from inland down through
western New South Wales and into Victoria, bringing
the humidity and rain. I guess this is a reminder of the
fact that we live within a single weather system that is
shaped by continental and global forces. While the
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meteorologists tell us that no single event can be
directly attributed to human-caused global warming, the
trend of recent events is consistent with the predictions
that have been made.
Today I express my sorrow and my concern for those
who have suffered as a consequence of the floods
across the country, in this state and in west Gippsland,
and again I commend the remarkable efforts of all those
who have given help to individuals and communities.
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
rise to contribute to the debate on the motion before the
house today, and I congratulate the Honourable David
Davis for bringing this important motion before the
house. Natural disasters — including floods in Victoria,
Queensland and New South Wales, bushfires in
Western Australia and Gippsland, and of course
Cyclone Yasi that hit the coast of Queensland and
whose tail end caused some devastation in Victoria
over the weekend with rains and severe wind storms —
have been a feature of our summer and even the latter
part of last year with floods in September and
December.
The floods in Victoria, particularly the January floods,
were largely in my electorate of Northern Victoria
Region. Much of my electorate was completely under
water during January. This was amazing as it followed
such a long period of drought, when many of these
communities had no water whatsoever. To see a map of
where the water was lying was just incredible.
At the outset of my contribution I would like to express
my condolences to the Collins family of Shepparton,
who lost their young son, Lachlan, who slipped while
playing in a flooded billabong during the January
floods. The loss of Lachlan affected not only his family
but also the entire city of Shepparton. I am sure it also
affected the entire community of Victoria as people
reflected on how easily lives are lost in water and how
dangerous floodwaters can be.
I express my sincere condolences to the Collins family
and also to the community of the Mooroopna Primary
School. Its principal, Steve Rogers, has been
sensational. He was on holiday at the time but
immediately broke it and came home. That primary
school has suffered from the loss of several children in
the last couple of years, and Steve has been a great
leader and has led the school community through those
tragedies.
As I have travelled through my region over the past few
weeks I have been amazed that areas which for the past
10 years have suffered so badly from drought are now

NATURAL DISASTERS: AUSTRALIA
Tuesday, 8 February 2011

COUNCIL

under water. Rochester was one of the first towns to be
affected by the January flood. It is an area which for the
past decade or more has battled drought. Year after year
many of my visits to Rochester have been to sit with
irrigators to talk about their zero allocations. When I
was in opposition I took shadow ministers to hear the
sad stories of how the zero allocations where affecting
the region. It is heartbreaking that this year, which is the
first year that irrigators had an allocation and a year that
was shaping up to be a good year, the season’s crops
have been completely devastated because of too much
floodwater.
Rochester was cut off from Shepparton, so I was unable
to get there on the Friday or Saturday of the flood, but I
spent a lot of time on the phone to the local newsagent,
Mick Baker, who is a good friend of mine. As the water
rose he kept me informed about its level and about what
he was doing and where people were able to move
within the town. Mick wrote a tremendous poem that I
meant to bring with me today to read out, but
unfortunately I do not have it with me. It is a poem
from the heart. It is a thankyou to the volunteers who
came to Rochester to assist in the recovery from the
floods. I apologise to Mick that I do not have the poem
with me. He did not know I was going to read it in the
Parliament, but it is so terrific that I wanted to do it. I
am deeply sorry I do not have it with me.
Mr Davis spoke about the Rochester hospital and the
inundation of parts of the building and the impact the
floodwaters had on the residents. I congratulate the staff
of the hospital, who safely evacuated their residents. I
was at the hospital on the day when some of the
residents began to return to their home, because it is not
only a hospital, it is also an aged-care facility. The staff
were making it as easy as possible for residents to
return. When I first arrived they were making huge
signs to put up that said, ‘Welcome home’. It was
tremendous to see the spirit of the hospital and
aged-care staff and also of the residents and how happy
they were to return to the facility. It is a wonderful
facility, and I fought very hard to ensure that it
remained in Rochester.
But much more than just the hospital in Rochester was
devastated by the floods. Schools, the kindergarten, the
child-care centre, the maternal and child health centre,
homes and businesses were also affected. People have
really suffered in that town. I visited the local kinder,
the maternal and child health centre and the child-care
centre to see firsthand the devastation that had been
caused. The local child-care centre had had to have a
grader come in to remove all the topsoil from the yard
in order to remove the contamination that comes with
floodwaters — floodwaters are not just river water;
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they contain a lot of sewage and other debris and
contaminated material. The top level of soil in the yard
had to be removed to ensure that it was no longer
contaminated, and while it was intended that the centre
would reopen with a limited service, the children would
not have been able to go out in the yard for quite some
time. The maternal and child health centre had damage
to its floor; the tiles had lifted, and the kindergarten had
also been inundated and there was damage to its yard
and contamination of much of its outdoor area.
I spoke with local business people about the impact on
them, and most importantly, at the local relief centre I
spoke with many of the residents whose homes had
been inundated. I congratulate the Shire of Campaspe
for the way it handled the relief and recovery processes
in Rochester. While I was at the Rochester relief centre
not only were there people from government
departments and the Shire of Campaspe but also the
Shire of Moira had sent across people to assist with
servicing those who were suffering because their homes
had been inundated.
As a local member I visited many of the shires and
towns affected by the floods in northern Victoria, and if
I was not able to get to all of them at least I spoke with
the mayor or the CEO to ascertain what assistance was
needed in the area. During my visit to Charlton I was
shocked to see the devastation the floodwaters had
caused. The local hospital and aged-care facility was
completely inundated. When we walked through it, just
a couple of days after the floods, it reminded me of a
scene from the Poseidon Adventure where survivors are
going through corridors trying to get to the bottom of
the boat, which had become the top. It was quite eerie.
The lights were off, and there was still water on the
floor. I hasten to say it was not only water but sewage
that we walked through. Amongst all of that there were
reminders that it was someone’s home. Whether it was
a sign on the door that said ‘Ivy’s room’ or a picture on
the wall, there were constant reminders that people’s
homes had been inundated and that it would be
impossible for them to return for quite some time. I
congratulate the staff of the Charlton hospital and
aged-care facility, who evacuated their residents and
patients to safer places.
While I was in Charlton I had an opportunity to speak
with many of the local businesspeople who had only
just re-established their businesses after the September
2010 flood. Many thought their insurance would not
cover them for flood damage or, if they did have
insurance, that it would not cover them for the extent of
the damage they had suffered. As a former business
owner I empathise, because I know what it is like to
have your business flooded.
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I spoke to the local newsagent, who was in the middle
of stocking up with back-to-school supplies. I know
what it is like in a newsagency in January when you are
trying to get your back-to-school products out to
families. He had managed to save a lot of his supplies,
but not only had 1 metre of water gone through his
newsagency — and you can imagine the mess with wet
and soggy papers and magazines — but also 1 metre of
water had gone through his house. He had a sick child,
and the family was really struggling to get itself back
up. They were operating; they had friends with them
who were helping them clean up, and they were selling
newspapers and magazines from the footpath, but as a
former newsagent I know about the devastation and the
amount of clean-up and recovery that it takes to get a
business up and going again. I was pleased to be able to
contact the Victorian Authorised Newsagents
Association and to speak to its CEO, Peter Cowley, to
get him to contact Jason and Cindy and assist them to
get new shopfittings that were not swollen from being
in 1 metre of water.
The agricultural losses from the floods will amount to
hundreds of millions of dollars. We know that in the
January floods alone there was a loss of livestock, with
6106 sheep reported as dead and a further 1822 missing
or injured. Almost 2000 kilometres of fencing was
destroyed, while 83 000 tonnes of hay and silage and
more than 51 000 hectares of pasture and
41 000 hectares of field crops were affected. The
agricultural losses will run into hundreds of millions of
dollars, and for many farmers, particularly those in
northern Victoria, this comes on the back of more than
a decade of drought.
As I said before, in a season which farmers thought was
going to be their first good season after many hard
years, to have it completely washed away by flood must
have been devastating. We will continue to work with
them in the recovery phase. People in northern Victoria
always say to me, ‘We are resilient, we are country
people’, but they have had more than their fair share of
hardship and disaster, and they deserve a decent break.
The Baillieu government is committed to working with
these communities to ensure that they can recover from
the floods.
The floods were a natural disaster, the extent of which
many of these towns had never experienced before.
John Lenders and Kaye Darveniza spoke of the smell of
floods. Those of us who live on rivers and have
experienced floods — I live on the banks of the
Goulburn River and saw floods in 1974, 1975, 1983,
1993 and last September — will never forget the smell.
As I said, much floodwater is not just river water; it is
contaminated with other things, including sewage. The
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smell of the water stays around. It soaks into wooden
fences; it gets under houses and into garden beds.
While it is dry, it is fine, but for months afterwards
every time it rains that smell comes back. You never
forget the smell of a flood. I feel sorry for the people in
Rochester, Charlton and the many other towns that
have had water through their homes, because it is a
dreadful mess to clean up and the smell hangs
around — they will remember it for many years to
come.
I commend the local communities, and in particular the
local government authorities which showed leadership
during these adverse circumstances. I express my
gratitude to emergency services personnel, both
professional and volunteer, who once again turned out
to support their communities or travelled to provide
assistance to flood-affected communities. As I
mentioned before, Mick Baker, the newsagent in
Rochester, wrote a poem thanking those people who
were not from Rochester but who came to Rochester to
assist. Whether they be volunteers from the State
Emergency Service or the Country Fire Authority,
professionals from Victoria Police or other
organisations, or people who just turned up, such as
some Liberal Party members of Parliament who turned
up to support communities and help with the clean-up
and recovery process, our communities are grateful to
them all. As I also mentioned, local government
authorities that did not have huge flood impacts sent
their personnel to help. I saw staff from the Shire of
Moira at the Rochester recovery centre, and I know that
local government officers from — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Elasmar) —
Order! The member’s time has expired.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — Some good always comes out of
adversity. I recently saw on TV a gentleman from one
of Victoria’s flood-affected communities making that
very point: that despite the fact his community was
enduring a great deal of hardship from the impact of
floods, adversity had pulled a lot of people together and
their forces were collectively marshalled to respond to
the flood situation facing their community. We have
seen that in many instances where natural events have
caused adversity in small communities. People
collectively get together and engender a great deal of
community spirit to help each other in their time of
need. That is something good that flows from those
situations.
I am pleased that that spirit of goodwill is also evident
in the house this afternoon. That is not unusual at times
like this. When parts of Victoria suffer from natural
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disasters, we have repeatedly seen both sides of the
house collectively acknowledging the problem and
making some constructive contributions on what is
needed to address the problems of the people we
represent in our various electorates.
This afternoon, as well as commending the Leader of
the Government for moving the motion, I extend my
thanks to the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader
of the Greens, who supported the motion before the
chamber. The people of Victoria would also
acknowledge that members on both sides of the
chamber have put forward some worthwhile, thoughtful
and considerate suggestions as to the impact of the
floods and the needs of Victorian communities. That is
something to be welcomed.
Like my colleague from Eastern Victoria Region
Mr O’Donohue, a week or two ago I thought our region
had been somewhat spared from natural disasters this
year. Alas, our thoughts were premature. It was only
this weekend that significant areas in our region,
particularly around West Gippsland — Koo Wee Rup,
Cranbourne and the immediate locale of those areas —
sustained severe flood events. On top of that, just a
week ago parts of East Gippsland were significantly
affected by a natural disaster in the form of a bushfire. I
am afraid the Gippsland region is well used to natural
disasters such as bushfires and floods, and they have
not been spared on this occasion, although I would be
the first to acknowledge that the people and
communities in the northern and central parts of
Victoria have been far more severely affected by floods
over the last three or four weeks.
The Leader of the Opposition made a good point about
the different extremes of flood events: how some
suffered from flash flooding, which can have a severe
impact, while others — and there are still Victorians in
this position — have faced the threat of flood over
many weeks. That sort of thing occurs with bushfires as
well. In some communities the impact of bushfire is
sudden, while in others the threat of bushfire has
lingered for many weeks, and the impact on these
communities can be just as severe. When you look at
serious bushfires in East Gippsland over recent years,
you see some people have suffered severe physical and
mental health problems as a result of the long wait they
faced with bushfires approaching them, and I can only
imagine that people in Victoria and other communities
have gone through and are going through a similar
awful experience waiting for floodwaters to reach them.
I join my colleagues in this chamber in expressing my
sincere condolences to those people who have lost
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property and, in some cases, unfortunately also incurred
personal suffering.
As Minister for Higher Education and Skills and
Minister responsible for the Teaching Profession I want
to make a comment about the role of the education
department and its position in addressing some of the
needs in education as an outcome of these floods. All
sectors of flood-affected communities have suffered,
and education is one of those. Many schools have been
inundated by floods in various communities around the
state. Today some are still not open for business, and
that needs to be acknowledged. At least 10 schools in
Victoria were unable to open today.
The schools that were closed yesterday included
Cardross Primary School in the north of the state near
Mildura, Cranbourne Carlisle Primary School,
Hampton Park Secondary College, Irymple Secondary
College, Lyndhurst Secondary College, Red Cliffs East
Primary School, Strathaird Primary School and
Wyndham Park Primary School. As has been
mentioned before, some of the other schools such as
those at Charlton and Rochester — significant
communities where schools had been flooded and
which incurred significant damage — have, I think,
reopened. I am not absolutely sure. If they have
reopened, it is only because of the huge effort of local
people to get them ready for schoolchildren to be back
at school.
While most Victorian schoolchildren have been able to
attend school, some have experienced great difficulty.
In some cases they have been temporarily relocated,
such as where interior damage has been caused to
schools. It has been a big effort by all concerned to get
many of the affected students back to school. I might
also add that damage to roads and infrastructure has had
an impact on school bus services; so many children
have been inconvenienced by the need to rearrange
school bus services to accommodate their getting back
to school.
In terms of a response, I want to thank the staff from the
Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development who have worked diligently to ensure
that schools are reopened in a timely fashion for
students to be able to attend. That includes staff from
both regional offices and the central office, but those in
local school communities are the ones I want to thank
in particular. Invariably it is the principals, the staff and
the parents of the children who attend those schools
who pull together, who have pride in their local school
and who collectively do everything they possibly can to
get that school back in business and open for their
children to attend.
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From the department’s point of view, in terms of
meeting immediate needs I know that, for example,
flood grants of up to $1000 per student have been made
available through State Schools’ Relief to cover the cost
of books and uniforms, and those grants are organised
through school principals. In some instances there has
been a need for drinking water and sanitary supplies for
schools and children’s centres where those supplies
have been cut; again, that has been attended to. There
has been an extension of the kindergarten fee subsidy to
eligible families who have been affected by floods.
There have been grants made available to maternal and
child health services to cover clean-up costs. Most
facilities for early childhood services are not owned by
the government; in many cases local government or
community organisations own and run those preschool
services. Through my department $500 000 has been
made available to support rapid training to allow more
people to quickly gain the skills needed to assist with
the recovery and reconstruction effort of some facilities.
For people who have an immediate need for some sort
of training facilities, money is available to assist in their
recovery and reconstruction efforts.
One can only admire the collective efforts of a whole
range of organisations and individuals who find the
time and who come to the fore in times of need. I
admire each and every one of those people. This motion
lists just some of those from various organisations. I
join other members in this chamber in thanking and
congratulating them for their efforts — their selfless
efforts, in many cases — in being out there and
assisting their fellow Victorians. As the minister
responsible for the department of education I
particularly want to thank all those employees of the
department and in particular those school communities
who have contributed in the time of need. It is a
difficult situation for all Victorians, but we will get
there. We will support each other. That has been
demonstrated in the past, and it will be demonstrated
again with these flood events in Victoria. Collectively
we will be there to support our fellow Victorians
through their time of need.
I congratulate all those who have been directly involved
and join my colleagues in this house in supporting this
motion. In so doing we at least acknowledge and in part
demonstrate our support for all those people affected.
Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — As a member
of Parliament whose electorate has been severely
affected by the flooding in so many different ways, I
rise to speak in support of the motion and commend it
to the house. I would also like to express my sympathy
to the people affected in Queensland and New South
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Wales, in particular those who have lost family
members in these tragic events.
In supporting the motion I wish to thank and
acknowledge the extraordinary efforts made by all
sections of the community. In my opinion it has been a
true whole-of-community response. It is not just the
government; in many cases there has simply been no
government because it has been individual farmers and
individual residents doing the best they can. There has
been local initiative at work on the ground, working
with the authorities to come up with solutions as
quickly as possible in light of the unfolding event.
The single point that I have taken away from my
experiences of visiting many of the flood-affected
communities in my electorate is the importance of
central authorities listening closely to local residents
and, vice versa, the importance of local residents
knowing and respecting the important role played by
central agencies, in particular with their knowledge of
what is happening to the floodwaters as they are
moving through the different areas. In supporting the
central agencies I have seen tremendous work done by
the SES (State Emergency Service), the CFA (Country
Fire Authority) and other state government agencies,
including the police, VicRoads and ambulance and
defence force personnel, who have been working
together. I have seen the police in Dimboola and
Skipton working quietly with local residents to ensure
that the ordinary road rules we all live with and respect
in our day-to-day lives are enforced in this situation so
that whilst lives may be saved in the floodwaters they
are not lost travelling from one event to another.
I would also like to acknowledge paragraph 5 of the
motion in support of the work of our tremendous
volunteers in the SES, the CFA, the Red Cross, the
Rotary and Lions clubs and the Salvation Army, as well
as the many hospital boards, football and netball clubs,
bowling clubs, service groups and individual volunteers
who have worked tirelessly time and again. Often they
were called out after they believed their duty was over,
in some instances only to find that whilst they had been
working to save other people’s properties their own
properties had been affected.
I represent a large electorate, and by way of example I
wish to mention some of the communities I have been
involved with. I was particularly inspired not only by
the efforts of the Dimboola SES and CFA, with whom
Mr Ramsay, a member for Western Victoria Region,
and I were able to spend some time sandbagging, but
also more importantly by the way in which the whole
community worked together. This was shortly after the
experience of the Warracknabeal situation, where there
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had been some stress about whether or not levee banks
ought to have been constructed, and I was most
impressed by the way in which the SES controller, an
individual by the name of Butch Schultz, and other
members of the SES calmly talked to the local residents
and the SES volunteers in a circle and explained the
reasons they would have to do what they would have to
do.
Most importantly, they were able to explain that they
would not know when the waters were about to peak,
they would not know precisely how long the flood
event would go for and they would not know which
properties would necessarily be affected. Butch Schultz
maintained, though, that the important thing was that
they would all work together to pull through the event.
The community members respected that, and that is
what they did over the ensuing day. Again, I can only
report my anecdotal knowledge that at least one house
and the football club were saved by their activities. I am
sure a lot more will be revealed in the fullness of time.
Last weekend, when many of us thought the initial
phase of this event would be over, I saw a similar
activity conducted by the Skipton SES controller, Ian,
who had to chair a meeting of members of an initially
very dispirited but ultimately resourceful community,
who had to again roll their sleeves up and begin
sandbagging the town of Skipton. The police also
handled both the community meeting and the
subsequent preparation of the town for another potential
inundation. I am glad to report that in the main those
sandbagging activities have worked.
I have no wish to single out affected communities, but
some others I have seen which were important to my
experiences were the communities of Stawell and Halls
Gap, which have experienced not only the flooding
events but also a loss of tourism. The economic
consequences of these events can often be forgotten in
the immediate recovery, but properties that are not
necessarily inundated by water can be affected as a
result of loss of activity. I know the community of Halls
Gap is holding another community meeting tonight to
endeavour to work together with the SES to formulate a
local response to rain events that will potentially occur
in the next few days, weeks and months that will enable
whatever safety measures are needed to protect life and
property to be reconciled with the need for the Halls
Gap community to function as an important tourism
centre, in particular for the upcoming jazz festival this
weekend, which the community hopes can be
conducted and draw many much-needed visitors to the
region.
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I would also like to acknowledge the particular impact
upon the farming community, the members of which
are very important food and fibre producers. In this I
acknowledge the important contributions by the Leader
of the Government, David Davis, by Damian Drum and
by the other members of the Western Victoria Region
who have spoken in support of our farming community.
Not only have many farmers been impacted in their
individual businesses, being their farms, but they have
also had their livestock, crops, dairies, fencing,
machinery and — it is increasingly forgotten — their
own homes cut off or flooded.
I was fortunate to briefly see many of the farms from
the air when flying from Stawell to Kerang through the
courtesy of a very courageous and resourceful farmer,
Mr John Smith, from Kerang. In seeing these
flood-affected areas one gains a glimpse of the
enormity of the impact upon our farming community.
Many properties can be seen from the air with the
house or the dairy surrounded by water, machinery
overturned, hay bales smashed against fences and roads
and bridges completely submerged.
Given the impact of these events upon our farming
community, I believe that we in this Parliament and this
government ought to do everything we can in the
rebuilding of not only parts of my electorate but the
whole of Victoria to ensure that the long-awaited goals
and aspirations of these communities — in particular
the construction of roads and bridges and the rebuilding
of their infrastructure — can occur in a timely planned
and sustainable manner, not only so that these
communities can provide the very important food and
fibre resources for all the consumers in the state but
also so that they can in turn attract more population into
their areas, particularly the areas that for a long time
have had an absence of the very thing they are now
overly blessed with, that being water.
It is a great irony for many of these farming
communities that whilst there have been concerns about
water allocations the farming communities have been
the ones saying, ‘Please spare us your thoughts about
our irrigation excesses, as you put it. We are worried
about water coming; please make preparations for that
water’. Some of those communities along the river have
not had water for 10 years. In fact over the long term, or
even the short to medium term, these communities can
again flourish once they have recovered from this
ordeal. We look forward to a resurgence in tourism
activity, to young people and young families staying in
the area and to health and education being invested
back into these communities to help them rebuild.
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I would like to pay individual tribute particularly to an
event that I had the pleasure to be a part of, which was
the relocation of one of the residents of the Sunnyside
Lutheran Retirement Village in Horsham. I pay tribute
to the staff of Sunnyside and the Horsham City Council
for allowing us to participate in this event. This resident
was a particularly important resident to me, being my
100-year-old great aunt, or the sister of my
grandmother. Her name is Lillian Isabelle Baker, or
Belle Baker, as she is known. Over a period of about
three to four days she had been calmly evacuated from
her residence at Sunnyside. She was then permitted to
be the first resident to re-enter the nursing home, and
she was escorted by none other than the Premier of
Victoria, the Honourable Ted Baillieu. Aunty Belle
took the greatest pleasure from escorting the Premier
into her room. He was somewhat shocked and aghast to
see that it was full of Collingwood Football Club
memorabilia. I had not had a moment to brief him on
that aspect of this important relocation.
In thanking the communities and supporting the motion
I would also like to acknowledge the significant
preparation that the communities have had, the
self-sacrifice of the SES and other members of the
emergency services and the calmness, patience and
good sense of humour — Australian humour — that
have carried many of these communities through these
difficult times. We do not know when this flooding
event is likely to conclude in the sense that more rain is
possible, and these communities may well be asked to
brace themselves for more rain again. Anecdotally I
know that as the rains continue, people with local
knowledge are working with government authorities as
information comes to hand.
In particular I take this opportunity to announce to the
house that the Premier and the state government have
announced that a comprehensive review of the flood
warnings and emergency response efforts will be
undertaken in the wake of the flooding. The review of
the 2010–11 flood warnings and response efforts will
examine the adequacy of flood predictions and
modelling; the timeliness and effectiveness of warnings
and public information; the emergency services
command and control arrangements; the adequacy of
the evacuation of people most at risk, including those in
health and aged-care facilities; the adequacy of
clean-up and recovery efforts; the adequacy of service
delivery of federal, state and local governments; and the
adequacy of funding provided by state and federal
governments for emergency grants.
I commend the government and opposition members
who have spoken in support of this important motion. It
is important that we are all unified in our conduct of

Tuesday, 8 February 2011

this activity. It is also important that the government
acts in a timely manner to respond to the issues that
have been raised. I commend the motion to the house,
and I thank all members for their support for the
motion.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — It is now more
than 100 years ago since Dorothea Mackellar wrote My
Country, a poem Mrs Petrovich referred to earlier and
read comprehensively in her maiden speech to this
house some four years ago. Dorothea Mackellar wrote
of drought, fire and flooding rains. What we have
experienced over the past six or seven weeks — maybe
two months — is clearly nothing new to Australia.
Unfortunately drought, fire and flooding rains are what
we have come to expect. They usually happen at times
when we do not expect them, but inevitably they will
come, and as Australians we have to accept that.
I refer to the scenes of flooding in Werribee last Friday
night. My friend and colleague Mr Elsbury was at the
Wyndham Park Primary School on Friday night. He
showed me some of the photos he took of
second-storey classrooms that were close to being
totally under water. That is what I call a fairly hefty
flood. Those scenes brought back memories of a time
when I was a child travelling through floods in and
around Werribee. At that time places such as the area
where the housing developments of Point Cook now
stand were inland seas. I remember seeing
kilometres — or miles — of cars crawling along in the
hope that at some stage their drivers might be able to
get out of the water.
Again let me say that what we saw last weekend is
nothing new. I remember a time in the late 1960s where
there were scenes of cars being picked up and thrown
by floodwaters in Elizabeth Street in Melbourne. I
remember the Myer bargain basement becoming a
74-lane Olympic-sized swimming pool — a quite
extraordinary scene. We have seen these flood events
before in Melbourne.
Let me also make a very important point. As a
government, as a community and as individuals we
should be prepared, because these things have
happened before, they have happened now and they
will happen again. There is nothing surer. If you could
get a bookie to take odds on them, you could make a
good deal of money, but it would be a very brave
bookie indeed who would take such odds. The
conditions that we have experienced over the past
couple of months are a part of living in Australia — it is
as simple as that — and we have to be prepared to deal
with them.
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We have all been shocked by the television footage
from Queensland and horrified by the loss of life in
Rockhampton, Ipswich, the Lockyer Valley and
Brisbane itself. At times we have felt devastated by
some of the stories we have heard. I was particularly
affected by the incident involving a baby who was
swept from its mother’s arms as the mother was being
winched into a helicopter. I cannot begin to imagine
how that mum must be feeling now and how she will
ever be able to cope.
We feel for all those Victorians who have endured
flooding — in many instances there have been multiple
bouts of flooding — and we have also been deeply
saddened by the loss of life. We know how tough it will
be for those who have severely damaged homes or have
lost their homes altogether. Some people have lost their
businesses or are struggling as a result of their
businesses being affected by the drought. Farmers have
also lost their crops. Some people have lost everything
and in the next 12 months are looking at the very real
prospect of having no income at all, so it will be a very
tough road for them.
Then just as we were recovering from the Queensland
floods and the first bout of floods in Victoria, along
from nowhere came Cyclone Yasi, a huge cyclone
which devastated large parts of northern Queensland.
Thankfully it was not nearly as bad as some people
predicted, but it did cause a lot of damage to some
places in northern Queensland and it will cause a lot of
suffering to a lot of people. The end result of that
cyclone was the floods in Victoria at the end of last
week and over the weekend.
Sometimes you think to yourself that Mother Nature
has got it in for us. Time and again when you see these
things happening across Australia — including the
bushfires in Western Australia at the moment — you
have to wonder what we need to do to get on the right
side of the powers that be that run these things.
Nevertheless, as I mentioned before, there is a lesson
from all of this and that is that these natural disasters
will happen. They are a part of our lives, and we must
prepare for them.
I am pleased, as Mr O’Brien announced only a moment
ago, the Victorian government is setting up a review of
the 2010–11 Victorian floods, which will be headed by
a former Chief Commissioner of Police, Mr Neil
Comrie. He is someone I have considerable time for.
He was a very good Chief Commissioner of Police,
particularly when compared to some who have come
since. It is very good indeed that he has agreed to take
on this position. I am sure that this review will come up
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with the sorts of answers we need to ensure that we are
able to handle these sorts of floods in future.
I do not wish to be political at all in this debate but I
cannot let it go without congratulating the government
and particularly the Premier. As we know, Mr Baillieu
was elected Premier at the end of November and the
floods hit almost immediately. He was thrown in, if you
will pardon the pun, at the deep end and has handled
the job extraordinarily well. Both he and the
government have provided the sort of real, practical
support that was needed on the ground for so many
people who were suffering throughout Victoria. The
task ahead is to make sure that suffering is minimised in
a whole range of ways and the Premier has already
indicated very clearly what is needed to provide that
sort of support for the people who are in need.
Briefly, in the time I have left I pay tribute to the
emergency services whose members have done an
extraordinary and brilliant job. Whether they be from
the ambulance, police or firefighters from either the
Country Fire Authority or Metropolitan Fire Brigade,
they have all done a brilliant job and we owe them a
huge debt of gratitude. They deserve every accolade.
Then there are the volunteers. How we would get by as
a society without our volunteers, I do not know. We
would be in more strife than the early settlers; there are
no two ways about that. There are thousands of
volunteers out there working for no pay throughout the
day and night to provide food, bedding, shelter and a
range of support mechanisms for people who are
desperately in need. Most of those volunteers we will
never know. They will not get a Medal of the Order of
Australia, they will not be featured on the nightly news
and they will not get a write-up in the newspapers.
They are doing this because it is the right thing to do
and we, as a Parliament, should acknowledge those
people who are putting themselves out in this way and
congratulate them on the job they are doing. It is not
just north of the Tweed where we see courage and grit.
What we have seen here in Victoria over recent times is
truly a display of that in a magnificent way.
In circumstances such as these, Australians really come
to the fore. It is part of being Australian to face these
sorts of catastrophes, but it is also part of being an
Australian to stand up and offer our fellow Aussies the
sort of support they need. I want to assure those
affected very badly by the floods and also the cyclone
in Queensland that they will not be forgotten but will be
supported and we will stand with them now and
beyond.
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Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — I rise
to support this motion. Once again, Australians,
whether they are from Queensland or northern New
South Wales, the victims of the floods or the agencies
and their supporters, have shown the indomitable spirit
that exemplifies the people of our country. My
contribution is made on the basis of some personal
experiences. Before I make my contribution focused on
the suffering in the flood crisis here in Victoria, I share
my experience of the flood crisis in Queensland.

It is really important to note, which I do with a measure
of pride, as it has been mentioned previously, that the
Premier today announced an extensive review to
examine every aspect of flood mitigation management
and recovery to identify the best way to deal with major
flood events in the future. Whilst the rest of the state is
still reeling from the flood crisis, I am sure it will give
people a measure of comfort that this government is
responding, is on the ball and is doing what needs to be
done when it needs to be done.

I own property in Clayfield, in suburban Brisbane. I
spent several days here in Melbourne very fearful that
the property I own would be inundated. I am very
pleased to say that it missed inundation although
neighbouring areas closer to the Brisbane River were
flooded. When I had no other resources available, to
find out what was really happening in that area, when
everybody had so much to worry about, I turned to the
local member of Parliament, Tim Nicholls, the Liberal
member for Clayfield and the shadow Treasurer in
Queensland. I formally thank Tim Nicholls because he
made daily visits to the street where my property is and
gave me daily reports by text message. That provided a
great amount of relief as my family was very anxious
and not able to deal with it in any other way.

I would like to bring the focus back to some of the
problems that affected the Nillumbik Shire Council last
Friday night and Saturday. Just yesterday we
commemorated the second anniversary of the Black
Saturday bushfires and remembered the incredible
damage they wreaked. In Nillumbik shire 43 people
perished in the fires, and many homes and properties
were destroyed along with much infrastructure. The
Nillumbik Shire Council is still reeling from
accommodating its responsibilities in terms of recovery
from the Black Saturday bushfires. Whilst dealing with
those matters it has, since the weekend, had to respond
to problems related to the floods.

The horrors suffered by the people of Rockhampton,
Toowoomba, Ipswich and the Lockyer Valley and the
stories of the bravery, courage and indomitable spirit of
Australians will forge stories and legends. We are in
awe of the way the people of Brisbane organised
themselves. Everyone seemed to turn out with the
bucket-and-broom brigade to clean up properties.
When it came to Victoria’s turn, we were no less caring
and community oriented, giving our all to people we
did not know. Members of this Parliament travelled
great distances to see tasks through and support the
local members of Parliament whose areas were directly
affected. I am proud that there were a number of
members of the coalition — and I am sure members of
the opposition also — who contributed in that way.
Whilst it has been a very difficult experience and
people in many towns are still suffering, it has been a
wonderfully galvanising time for Australians to show
what they are really made of.
I thank the emergency services — all the volunteers,
members of the State Emergency Service and Country
Fire Authority — other government agencies and
members of local councils, the Red Cross, church
groups, community groups, sporting clubs and so on for
their contributions.

The Nillumbik Shire Council received 200 calls about
flooding problems, including calls regarding places
where the floods had closed a number of creek and
river crossings. The Nillumbik shire encompasses the
Plenty River as it terminates at the Yarra River and also
Diamond Creek. There were problems at crossings
from St Andrews right through to Eltham. Main
Hurstbridge Road was closed at Diamond Creek. Six
private properties were flooded, and, just to add to the
suffering of the shire, there was damage to public
infrastructure. There were road closures for bridge
repairs at School Road and Mittons Bridge Road,
St Andrews. The bridge on Brougham Street, Eltham,
had to be closed for repair and for flood-borne debris to
be cleared. A number of six-foot bridges over Diamond
Creek were damaged and will have to be repaired.
Some of these will be closed for a number of weeks.
Shared bike and walking trails along Diamond Creek
will have to be closed, and over 20 kilometres of trails
will have to be cleared of silt and debris. Over
250 kilometres of unsealed roads have been badly
eroded and will require repair and regrading, including
most roads in the fire-affected area of the municipality.
Other damage includes water damage to the Eltham
library and the Diamond Valley sports centre, blocked
drains and drainage pits. The council has the task of
clearing debris from ovals and reserves, and it will have
to replace garden beds and playground mulch.
This is a snapshot of what is being dealt with by the
Shire of Nillumbik. It might surprise a number of

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Tuesday, 8 February 2011

COUNCIL

members to hear this, because the problems people
have had in that part of the Melbourne metropolitan and
outer suburban areas have not been extensively
reported. The point I would like to make is that these
floods have touched much of metropolitan Melbourne,
and the expense of and time for recovery will clearly
need to be dealt with and responded to. There is a lot to
recover from.
I commend the Nillumbik Shire Council and its staff
for putting this information together in a timely fashion
so that I could incorporate it here today. I commend the
motion and urge members to support it.
Motion agreed to.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Insurance: fire services levy
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question without notice is to Mr Rich-Phillips as the
minister representing the Treasurer. The Baillieu
government was elected with a lot of fanfare about
fixing the problems. I ask the minister representing the
Treasurer: given that the previous coalition government
did nothing about the fire services levy for seven years
and given that the coalition in opposition said it would
act instantly to fix the problems, will the government
stick to the time line of the previous government to
have a white paper released with time lines and details
by the end of February?
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I thank Mr Lenders for his question. As
Mr Lenders notes, the substance of the question is a
matter for the Treasurer. With respect to the
government’s commitment in relation to the fire
services levy, we have committed to undertake a review
of the mechanism that is currently in place and we will
come back to the Parliament with a proposal for a new
mechanism.
Supplementary question
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — I
specifically asked the minister representing the
Treasurer if the government would meet the time line of
a white paper by the end of February. I ask the minister
if the answer is yes or no.
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — Mr Lenders suggests a time frame which
he purports was his government’s time frame. The
reality is that there has been a change of government.
These matters are being dealt with in a different way,
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and the Treasurer will release the government’s
position when he is ready to do so.

Manufacturing: government initiatives
Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — My question
without notice is to the Minister for Manufacturing,
Exports and Trade, and I ask: can the minister outline to
the house the Baillieu government’s commitment to
manufacturing in Victoria and explain how this plan
compares to alternative policy approaches?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade) — I jump to my
feet and thank the member for his question. The
government takes manufacturing, exports and trade
very seriously. Through our stronger industry and more
jobs policy we have a clear commitment to ensure that
industry, and particularly the manufacturing sector, is
given top priority by the government.
We see significant advantages in that process. We
know the workforce within the manufacturing sector
exceeds 312 000 people. It has a significant share of
workforce participation in the state. It is important for
us to rejuvenate manufacturing in this state to restore
Victoria to its rightful place as Australia’s industrial
powerhouse and to generate investment, opportunities,
innovation and creativity in a sector which
unfortunately has been let down by the former
government — now the opposition.
The member asked what we are doing. Obviously the
Department of Business and Innovation is a
pro-business department. It is a department that will be
focused on ensuring that we grow the sector and that
we do not let it decline like the former government had.
We have seen Victoria’s share of national merchandise
exports significantly decline from 20 per cent when the
previous government, now the opposition, took office
to 9 per cent when it lost office. We see the
government’s aim as being to strengthen that mix and
to strengthen Victoria’s economic advancement to
ensure that we are able to grow and develop the
industry, and the manufacturing sector in particular.
We know that times are tough and we know that it is
important to understand there are overseas pressures
with the dollar. There is a significant skills shortage
because of the lack of investment by the Bracks and
Brumby governments. The particular question asked
was: how does our plan compare with the previous
plan?
It was interesting to note that Mr Lenders got up before
and asked about time lines, and when we were going to

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
82

COUNCIL

deliver our time lines. I seem to recall a certain minister
sitting in this chair right here saying, ‘In December
2006 we are going to announce a Victorian
manufacturing statement’. Guess who announced it
700 days later? It was Mr Lenders, who now sits here
and wants us to deliver within his time frame when he
could only deliver a manufacturing statement 700 days
late. On top of that, it did not deal with issues about the
sector; it was just platitudes and had no plan
whatsoever.
It is the height of hypocrisy from an opposition which
in government took Victoria from the premier
manufacturing state to a state where all we got were
glossy brochures, spin and rhetoric. It was a
government that was more interested in itself than it
was in the development of the manufacturing sector.
I am very proud to be the Minister for Manufacturing,
Exports and Trade. I will be focused, as will our
government, on growing economic development in this
state, unlike the former government, which was more
interested in itself, in spin and, more importantly, did
not meet its own time lines.

Kindergartens: funding
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Children and Early
Childhood Development, Ms Wendy Lovell. In the
minister’s response to my question on kindergarten
capital funding on 21 December last year she referred
to a severe shortage of kindergarten places in growth
corridors. I point out that the city of Casey experienced
the most babies born in 2009, and the Casey council
alone has 68 kindergartens and preschools. The city of
Greater Geelong is one of the top five areas
experiencing a baby boom, and that city alone has
63 kindergartens and preschools. How will the
minister’s policy of funding only $15 million over
four years for expanded kindergarten rooms across all
of Victoria address the demand for more kindergarten
places in growth areas like the city of Casey and the
city of Greater Geelong?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — The shadow
minister is sounding like a broken record. She asked me
this question or a similar question in the last
parliamentary sitting week, as well as 79 questions on
notice that are very similar. In fact, the heart of this
question goes back to the failure of the former
government to plan for kindergarten services in
Victoria. It had 11 years to plan for the needs of
Victorian children, and it failed to do so. It knew that
Victoria was experiencing a baby boom and that we
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would need additional facilities, but it failed to plan,
and that has left Victoria running short of facilities.
Unlike the former government, the Baillieu government
will deliver on its promises, and we will deliver for
Victoria’s children. The city of Casey has a current
grant of $200 000 for the Lynbrook Kindergarten.
There are three grants for the city of Greater Geelong:
there are two $200 000 refurbishment grants for the
Allanvale Preschool Centre and the Ocean Grove and
District Preschool; and $1 million for the Ocean Grove
Children and Family Centre.
In addition to this, election commitments will deliver
three additional services in Geelong — at Grovedale,
Barwon Heads and Torquay — and we will open
another round of children’s capital funding later this
year. We will deliver for Victorian families.
Supplementary question
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I can
assure the minister that I will keep asking this question
until I get a satisfactory answer and she fixes this issue.
The minister referred in her answer to — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I cannot hear
Ms Mikakos. I am not sure that the minister can hear
her, nor am I sure that Hansard can hear her.
Ms MIKAKOS — The minister referred in her
answer to a commitment of $3.5 million in funding for
one electorate — that is, the marginal Assembly seat of
South Barwon. How will the minister allocate the
remaining $11.5 million across Victoria’s remaining
kindergartens, particularly in those growth areas, as I
mentioned, of the city of Casey and the city of Greater
Geelong?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development) — As I mentioned in
my answer, a range of children’s capital program
funding will be announced later in the year. The grants
will be allocated on the basis of need. I welcome the
shadow minister continuing to highlight the Brumby
government’s failure to deliver children’s services in
Victoria.

Ovarian cancer: awareness
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is directed to the Minister for Health. I ask
the minister to advise the house of what the Baillieu
government is doing to raise awareness of ovarian
cancer.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Tuesday, 8 February 2011

COUNCIL

Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I thank
the member for her question and her interest in these
types of health matters, which are very important for
Victorian and Australian women. More than
1200 Australian women will be diagnosed with ovarian
cancer in the forthcoming year and about 800 women
will lose their lives to that disease. In Victoria alone
340 women are diagnosed and 230 women will die
from ovarian cancer each year. It is difficult to detect at
an early stage, and there is currently no valid or reliable
screening test available. In 75 per cent of cases ovarian
cancer is diagnosed late, so raising awareness of
ovarian cancer in the community among women, their
families and, importantly, general practitioners is a very
important step in combating this disease.
The government is proud to have recently announced a
$50 000 grant to Ovarian Cancer Australia to support
its important work in raising such awareness and to
ensure that women with ovarian cancer are well
supported. This is done in partnership with BreaCan, a
Victorian government-funded information and support
service for women with breast and gynaecological
cancers. Together with Ovarian Cancer Australia, the
pilot will be an important model for supportive care for
women with ovarian cancer in Victoria. This model
will inform best practice.
I encourage members of this chamber to become aware
of the importance of the early detection of ovarian
cancer and to work in a collaborative way to achieve
best practice. I thank the member for her question and
her interest in these topics.
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Party came up with nothing. Our policy on the Growth
Areas Authority will be implemented, very clearly. We
have four years to implement our policy agenda, not
seven weeks. We have four years to implement a policy
agenda, and those opposite want us to do so in seven
weeks when they failed to do so in 11 years.
There is a very simple difference on the issue of
planning. Given we are growing at 115 000 people per
annum, the coalition issued an election document that
was concise and comprehensive, and Labor issued
nothing.
Supplementary question
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — In addition to
the commitment on the GAA, what other election
commitments is the minister going to breach in his
planning portfolio?
Mr Finn — That is pathetic. Bring back Justin!
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) —
President, I have to take up Mr Finn’s interjection. We
could bring back Justin, but unfortunately — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! I will not have
members referred to by their Christian names. It is
Mr Madden.
Hon. M. J. GUY — Thank you, President. We
could bring back the former Minister for Planning, but
of course his legacy, in terms of broken promises,
comes from a party that said it would be open, honest
and accountable when elected in 1999.

Planning: election commitments
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My question is
to the Minister for Planning. I refer the minister to the
Liberal Party election commitment to abolish the
Growth Areas Authority and to his comments to the
Age on 19 January when he said that the GAA would
not be abolished, and I ask: why did the minister break
this election commitment? Why the backflip?
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — How
nice of Mr Tee to ask me a question, given that this is
the first I have had from him as the Labor Party
spokesman on planning! How nice of Mr Tee to ask me
a question about election policy! What we saw from the
Labor Party after 11 years was nothing on policy —
nothing.
Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. M. J. GUY — It had 11 years to come up with
policy ideas, and at the last state election the Labor

Mr Lenders — On a point of order, President, the
supplementary question was about government
administration, and nothing in Mr Guy’s response has
referred to administration by the current government. It
is purely a political sledging of a previous government.
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Yes, it is amazing
when the shoes are transferred to other feet!
Mr Lenders makes a valid point in the sense that the
standing orders do not invite members, in either posing
questions or responding to them, to become involved in
political debate or in ridiculing other members and
political parties. It is important that in responding to
questions ministers relate their answers to government
administration and to the activities that they propose in
government where an opposition member has sought
some comment.
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In the context of these early days, robust interjections
and some toing and froing in questions and answers are
to be anticipated. However, by and large the point of
order is fair. I invite Mr Guy, having had his slather and
whack by virtue of taking up an interjection, which of
course is unparliamentary, to now respond to the
question.
Hon. M. J. GUY — To quote the Deputy Leader of
the Labor Party, the member is just a sooky la-la. If he
cannot wear it, he should not give it. The coalition will
keep all its election commitments and it will keep all its
commitments in the planning portfolio. We issued a
comprehensive portfolio going into the 2010 election;
the Labor Party issued a blank piece of paper, which
summed up its vision for Victoria.
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Rail: Avalon Airport
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
My question is to the Minister responsible for the
Aviation Industry. I refer to the government’s
commitment to provide $50 million for a railway line to
the privately owned Avalon Airport, and I ask: what
co-contribution will the government require from the
owners of Avalon Airport before it contributes
$50 million of taxpayers money?
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Minister
responsible for the Aviation Industry) — I thank
Mr Pakula for his question, but I point out that it falls
within the portfolio of the Minister for Public
Transport. I suggest that he direct his question to that
minister.

Floods: victim support
Supplementary question
Mrs PETROVICH (Northern Victoria) — My
question without notice is for the Minister for Housing.
I ask: can the minister inform the Legislative Council of
actions being undertaken by the Baillieu government to
assist Victorian flood victims with interim housing?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
thank Mrs Petrovich for her question. I note her
ongoing concern for the people of northern Victoria and
other parts of Victoria who have been affected by
floods. Housing plays a key role in the government’s
emergency recovery plans, especially for large events
such as the 2009 bushfires and the recent floods. We
provide emergency accommodation and plans and also
coordinate interim accommodation options for people
whose homes have been destroyed or severely
damaged.
In January the government responded rapidly and
effectively to the needs of public housing tenants and
the wider community by providing emergency
accommodation to those who could not return home
and undertaking a rapid clean-up and repair of the
71 public housing properties affected across the Loddon
Mallee and Grampians regions.
The government has allowed agencies to use the
Housing Establishment Fund for emergency housing.
So far $75 000 has been spent assisting more than
70 people with accommodation and a further $100 000
has been approved for further assistance. To assess the
longer term interim housing needs, the government has
been proactive by telephoning the 5000 recipients of
the Department of Human Services emergency grants
to assess their outstanding housing needs.

The PRESIDENT — Order! I will give Mr Pakula
an opportunity to frame a supplementary question, but
given the response that was made and the fact that his
supplementary needs to be responsive to the answer
provided, I think he is going to find it fairly difficult.
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
Let me point out to the minister that he is responsible
for the aviation sector, and he would be aware that
Jetstar and Tiger Airways currently run a modest
number of flights in and out of Avalon Airport. I also
point out that this policy was in the aviation policy that
the current government took to the election. Given that
this project has clearly been described as feasible by the
government and given that it is committed to it, what
new business does the government believe will need to
be attracted to Avalon Airport, in an aviation sense, to
make this railway viable?
The PRESIDENT — Order! That is an excellent
question. Perhaps Mr Pakula might ask it tomorrow,
because it is not a supplementary.

Teachers: career opportunities
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
question without notice is directed to the Minister
responsible for the Teaching Profession, and I ask: can
the minister advise the house of the career opportunities
for new teachers at the commencement of the 2011
school year?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister responsible for the
Teaching Profession) — I thank Mrs Kronberg for her
question and her ongoing interest in the area of
education. I know she would have been particularly
keen to ask this question and learn the answer, given
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that last week I was able to visit some new teachers in
her electorate.
By way of background, Victoria employs around
41 000 teachers in government schools and
substantially more than that number in non-government
schools in Victoria. This year the Victorian government
will employ about 1700 new graduate teachers, who
will join the workforce in Victorian government
schools. Of the new graduates I have met — and it has
only been a small number so far — and of the many
teachers I have met over the years, I have been
impressed with the quality of new graduates who serve
the Victorian community very well as teachers in our
schools.
Last Wednesday I had the opportunity to visit
Montmorency Secondary College in Mrs Kronberg’s
electorate. I know she works hard for that school
community. I might add that the local member for
Eltham in the Legislative Assembly, Steve Herbert, also
has a good relationship with that school. I had the
privilege — —
Hon. M. J. Guy interjected.
Hon. P. R. HALL — Mr Guy was mentioned in
dispatches, I might add. I had the pleasure of meeting
seven new graduates who are about to commence
working in the teaching profession at that school. It is
interesting to note that of those seven graduates, five
were directly out of university while two were of a
more mature age and had had industry experience
before changing professions to become teachers.
When you talk to these young people you cannot help
but be impressed by their enthusiasm and preparedness
to accept the responsibilities that all teachers take on
when they stand in front of a classroom. I am sure those
graduates will do extremely well in their professional
careers. I agreed with those teachers to meet them again
during the course of the year, so I will have ongoing
contact with that group of seven and learn from their
experiences about how they fare as teachers in our
school system. They come, as I said, from different
backgrounds: five came directly from university and
two came with industry experience.
I am pleased to say that the Baillieu government is
continuing a number of programs initiated by the
previous government to recruit and attract teachers. By
way of example, one of those is the Teach for Australia
program, and in January this year I had the pleasure of
attending the graduation of the second cohort of
36 teachers who have undertaken that program. It is a
program that provides the opportunity for some of the
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best and brightest young graduates to commit to
teaching in some of the hardest-to-staff schools in our
state. Through an ongoing accelerated teaching
program and with a mentor, they gain teacher
qualifications while they are working in various
hard-to-staff schools around the state. Again I shared
the stage with the Prime Minister and the federal
education minister in welcoming this year’s cohort
from Teach for Australia.
As I said, we have 41 000 teachers in Victorian
government schools, and I am sure they enjoy the
support of all members. We commend them for the job
they do. In particular I wish the 1700 new teachers who
will be starting in Victorian government schools well,
and I am sure those wishes are extended on behalf of all
of us in this chamber.

Wind farms: Chepstowe
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Planning. In
contradiction to his party’s stated policy of returning
decisions on wind farms to local councils, the minister
recently called in an application for a three-turbine
wind farm at Chepstowe. Given that the minister has
not yet put the elements of his wind farm policy into the
planning scheme, I ask: will the development be
assessed under the current planning rules for wind
farms — that is, the ones we have now — or under
some other plan which will contain some new rules
which he will implement at some time in the next four
years, in no great hurry?
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — As
Mr Barber would know, that is an application that has
been called in from the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal. As a consequence, I have
called in that application to have a recommendation
provided to me from my department, which will then
be a decision made by Governor in Council. That
application, which is yet to be heard by representatives
of my department, will be dealt with on a fair basis for
those who are in favour of the application and those
who obviously have an issue with the application. But it
is one where I will provide a recommendation to
Governor in Council and one which I will not pre-empt.
Supplementary question
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I did not
ask the minister to pre-empt it; I asked him to make a
very simple statement that it would be under the
concurrent planning scheme rules. Given that, can the
minister outline to us a bit further the process for his
decision? In other words, will any kind of advisory
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committee be appointed? Will the hearings be in secret?
Who will get to make submissions and in what form,
and who will actually make the decision?
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — As I
have said, this is a very clear process. This is not new.
When an application is at the stage that the Chepstowe
application was at with the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal, when it comes back to the
department or when the minister makes a determination
then the Governor in Council will make the final
decision on a recommendation from the minister, who
is provided with information by the department. That is
not a new method of determining an application. But
what it does require is a fair, reasonable and balanced
approach to the determination and the recommendation
that is then provided to the minister and then provided
by me on that recommendation to the Governor in
Council.
Mr Barber — How will I know — —
Hon. M. J. GUY — All the material that is there to
provide a recommendation will be released publicly, so
Mr Barber will see quite openly and transparently the
recommendation that is provided. Obviously I am
happy to make that public because this government
believes in transparency. I simply say that I am not
going to pre-empt a decision. Mr Barber may wish me
to, but I will not be doing that.

Planning: outer northern suburbs
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) My
question is to the Minister for Planning. I ask the
minister: can he advise the house what new
opportunities the Baillieu government has created for
people to move to Melbourne’s outer northern suburbs,
including to areas north of Broadmeadows?
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — It is a
wonderful question from a member for Western
Metropolitan Region. Indeed, it is wonderful to hear
about the growth that is occurring in Melbourne’s outer
northern suburbs and more importantly the seriousness
with which this government takes the issue of housing
unaffordability. The last government had 11 years to
address housing unaffordability but did very little.
The precinct structure plans I brought forward and
approved at Greenvale North and Greenvale West on
24 January will provide 2500 homes for 7000 new
residents. As Mr Elsbury quite correctly says, it is a
terrific area of Melbourne. There may be many people
who might want to move from Brighton, for example,
into the area to acquaint themselves with the new area
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of Broadmeadows. As a member for the local area I
even invite Mr Pakula to move from the eastern
suburbs to his electorate — to the new area that this
government is bringing forward in the outer northern
suburbs, in places such as Greenvale.
At the end of the day, as I said, this government
believes in solving our housing affordability problems
as best it can. We have a program of land release that
will be adhered to, to bring land to market quicker than
the previous government did and to address
affordability issues at their root causes. One of those
causes is government delay. It beggars belief that this
arrogant, perverse, born-to-rule, nanny-state,
government-knows-all attitude of the Labor Party still
pervades its mindset, this view that we should be
constricting land at a time of population growth. The
Labor Party still does not get that in times of population
growth you need land to match and that indeed you
need other strategies such as urban renewal, which are
areas that this government is acting on and has acted on
in just seven weeks of office.
After 11 years the people on the opposite benches — I
say again, on the other side — should realise that this is
a serious issue. This is an issue that Melburnians take
with the utmost seriousness. Labor may not care that
our children will not be able to buy a home; it may not
care that Frank Maguire and others will not be able to
move into the lower house electorates of
Broadmeadows and Yuroke. But this government
wants to give people an opportunity to live in growth
corridors — good areas of Melbourne that will be
defining suburbs for the future. They will be areas
where our children and our children’s children will be
able to live. Labor did not care when former planning
minister Justin Madden locked up land at a time of
population boom. Labor did not care when
Melbourne 2030 set Melbourne to become the most
unaffordable capital city in Australia, which is a
disgraceful legacy of the Labor Party.
After just seven weeks in office this government has
acted with decisiveness to get to the root cause of
housing unaffordability, and one of the key issues is
land supply. It is an issue that the people opposite might
want to bleat about and to talk up their own record, but
at the end of the day they had a failed administration
that did nothing about housing affordability. This
government is acting very decisively and clearly, which
is why after six years of doing nothing this government
brought forward the Greenvale precinct structure plans
for approval in January.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I have
answers to the following questions on notice: 1–79, 94,
96.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE
Manufacturing in Victoria
The Clerk, pursuant to section 36(2)(c) of the
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003, presented
government response.

STANDING COMMITTEES
Membership

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:

The PRESIDENT — Order! I advise the Council
that I have now received from each of the parties
nominations for membership of the Council standing
committees. They came from the party leaders prior to
the convening of Parliament today.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That:
(1) The following members be members of the standing
committees as follows:
Economy and Infrastructure Legislation Committee
Mr Barber, Ms Broad, Mrs Coote, Mr Drum, Mr Finn,
Ms Pulford, Mr Ramsay and Mr Somyurek.
Economy and Infrastructure References Committee
Mr Barber, Ms Broad, Mrs Coote, Mr Drum, Mr Finn,
Ms Pulford, Mr Ramsay and Mr Somyurek.
Environment and Planning Legislation Committee
Mr Elsbury, Mrs Kronberg, Mr Ondarchie,
Ms Pennicuik, Mrs Peulich, Mr Scheffer, Mr Tee and
Ms Tierney.

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency — Report,
2009–10.
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 —
Minister’s Order of 13 January 2011 giving approval to
the granting of a lease at Bells Beach Surfing and
Recreation Reserve.
Minister’s Order of 29 January 2011 giving approval to
the granting of a lease at Phillip Island Nature Park
Reserve.
Freedom of Information Act 1982 — Statement of reasons for
seeking leave to appeal pursuant to section 65AB(2) of the
Act.
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 — Notice pursuant to
section 32(3) in relation to Statutory Rule No. 110/2010.
Major Sporting Events Act 2009 — Major sporting event
order of 20 December 2010 in relation to key cricket matches
to be played from 2010 to 2015.
Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act 1978 —
Summary of Primary Returns, February 2011 and Summary
of Variations notified between 15 September 2010 and
7 February 2011.

Environment and Planning References Committee

Office of Police Integrity — Report under section 31 of the
Crimes (Assumed Identities) Act 2004, 2009–10.

Mr Elsbury, Mrs Kronberg, Mr Ondarchie,
Ms Pennicuik, Mrs Peulich, Mr Scheffer, Mr Tee and
Ms Tierney.

Ombudsman — Report on the Investigation into allegations
of improper conduct by a councillor at the Hume City
Council, February 2011.

Legal and Social Issues Legislation Committee
Ms Crozier, Ms Hartland, Ms Mikakos, Mr O’Brien,
Mr O’Donohue, Mr Pakula, Mrs Petrovich and
Mr Viney.
Legal and Social Issues References Committee
Ms Crozier, Ms Hartland, Ms Mikakos, Mr O’Brien,
Mr O’Donohue, Mr Pakula, Mrs Petrovich and
Mr Viney.
(2) Each committee hold its first meeting on Wednesday,
9 February 2011, at 8.00 p.m. or earlier at the conclusion
of the sitting of the Council.

Motion agreed to.

Planning and Environment Act 1987 —
Notices of Approval of the following amendments to
planning schemes:
Alpine Planning Scheme — Amendment C15.
Campaspe Planning Scheme — Amendment C64.
Casey Planning Scheme — Amendments C126,
C139 and C144.
Colac Otway Planning Scheme —
Amendment C12.
Darebin Planning Scheme — Amendment C120.
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East Gippsland Planning Scheme —
Amendment C91.

Wodonga Planning Scheme — Amendments C62
and C74.

Frankston Planning Scheme — Amendment C70.

Yarra Planning Scheme — Amendment C113.

French Island and Sandstone Island Planning

Yarra Ranges Planning Scheme —
Amendment C101.

Scheme — Amendment C2.
Glen Eira Planning Scheme — Amendment C77.

Primary Industries Department — Report under section 30L
of the Surveillance Devices Act 1999, 2009–10.

Glenelg Planning Scheme — Amendments C58,
C59 and C62.

Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament:

Greater Geelong Planning Scheme —
Amendments C193, C194, C219 and C224.

Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 —
No. 151/2010.
Criminal Procedure Act 2009 — No. 1/2011.

Greater Shepparton Planning Scheme —
Amendments C141 and C144.
Hobsons Bay Planning Scheme —
Amendment C68.

Gambling Regulation Act 2003 — No. 3/2011.
Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 — No. 149/2010.
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989 — No. 152/2010.

Horsham Planning Scheme — Amendment C52.
Residential Tenancies Act 1997 — No. 150/2010.
Hume Planning Scheme — Amendments C111
and C141.
Kingston Planning Scheme — Amendments C99
and C110.
Knox Planning Scheme — Amendments C54 and
C97.
Latrobe Planning Scheme — Amendment C40.
Melbourne Planning Scheme —
Amendments C158 and C181.
Moira Planning Scheme — Amendment C55.
Moreland Planning Scheme — Amendments C92,
C102 and C114.
Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme —
Amendments C101, C103 and C105.
Mount Alexander Planning Scheme —
Amendment C44.
Moyne Planning Scheme — Amendment C34.
Nillumbik Planning Scheme — Amendments C58
Part 2 and C73.
Port Phillip Planning Scheme —
Amendments C77, C85 and C86.
Southern Grampians Planning Scheme —
Amendment C6.
Strathbogie Planning Scheme — Amendment C53.
Towong Planning Scheme — Amendment C20.
Wellington Planning Scheme — Amendment C69.
Whitehorse Planning Scheme —
Amendment C138.

Sentencing Act 1991 — No. 2/2011.
Supreme Court Act 1986 — Nos. 147 and 148/2010.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — Documents under
section 15 in respect of Statutory Rule Nos. 123, 147, 148,
150, 151 and 152/2010 and 1 and 2/2011.

Proclamations of the Governor in Council fixing
operative dates in respect of the following acts:
Consumer Affairs Legislation Amendment Act 2010 —
Sections 68 to 70 and 107 — 1 January 2011 (Gazette No.
S502, 20 December 2010).
Consumer Affairs Legislation Amendment (Reform) Act
2010 — Section 70 — 1 January 2011 (Gazette No. S502,
20 December 2010).
Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010 —
Part 1, sections 4 to 6 and 8, Part 3 (except section 17) and the
Schedule to that Act (except Parts 2 to 9, section 229, Part 12,
Divisions 1 to 5 of Part 13, sections 271, 272, 279 and 280,
Division 3 of Part 14, sections 285 to 288, 289(3) and (4), 290
to 292, Divisions 5 to 7 of Part 14, Divisions 1 and 2 of
Part 15, sections 322 and 323 and Schedule 2) — 1 January
2011 (Gazette No. S502, 20 December 2010).
Fair Trading Amendment (Australian Consumer Law) Act
2010 — 1 January 2011 (Gazette No. S502, 20 December
2010).
Occupational Licensing National Law Act 2010 — Parts 1 to
3 (except section 6 of Part 2), and the Schedule to that Act
(except Parts 2 to 5, sections 99(3)(g), (h) and (i), Division 1
of Part 8, section 137, Division 3 of Part 8, Division 2 of
Part 9, sections 150 and 153 and Division 5 of Part 9) —
1 January 2011 (Gazette No. S502, 20 December 2010).
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
General business
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — By
leave, I move:
That precedence be given to the following general business
on Wednesday, 9 February 2011:
(1) the notice of motion given this day by Mr Tee relating to
the flood disaster in Victoria; and
(2) notice of motion no. 1 standing in the name of
Mr Barber relating to the provision of HRL Ltd
documents.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Darryl Argall
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — On Australia
Day Darryl Argall was made a Member of the Order of
Australia. Mr Argall was nominated for his
longstanding commitment and contribution to local
government, land management and water conservation,
in particular the Wimmera–Mallee pipeline project.
Darryl Argall is a vigorous advocate for his community,
and he certainly wasted no time showing me every
corner of the Hindmarsh shire when he was the mayor
and I was a brand-new member of Parliament. His love
of and enthusiasm for his community has been duly
recognised, and I send him my heartfelt congratulations
on this occasion.

Mary Nolan
Ms PULFORD — Mary Nolan is a remarkable
mother turned campaigner and, since Australia Day, a
member in the general division of the Order of
Australia. Mrs Nolan’s son Chris suffered a multi-organ
collapse in Vietnam in 1996, resulting in a significant
acquired brain injury. Supported by her husband, Jack,
with Chris’s family and many friends, Mrs Nolan
founded the groups What Does Chris Want and
Inability Possibility. What Does Chris Want campaigns
for more special-purpose nursing home accommodation
for young people, while Inability Possibility provides
information and support to patients with acquired brain
injury and their families.
In her spare time Mrs Nolan hosts the Meredith Music
Festival, which is a cultural highlight in our region that
is enjoyed by locals and visitors alike and has brought
great benefits to Meredith for 20 years. Mary Nolan’s
tireless campaign for better support and
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accommodation for Chris and other young people
requiring nursing home care is inspirational, and I
congratulate her on this Australia Day award.

Royal Botanic Gardens: RHS Chelsea Flower
Show
Mrs PETROVICH (Northern Victoria) — I had the
pleasure of attending the launch and packing of the
container for the RHS Chelsea Flower Show on
1 February. To represent Australia at such a prestigious
event is no small achievement.
I would like to commend Dr Philip Moors, Jim Fogarty
and their hardworking team for their efforts and
dedication that made the project a reality. I felt
privileged to be there and get a sneak peek at a few
elements of a design that has been a closely guarded
secret for many months. The containers being
dispatched represent an opportunity to share some of
Victoria and Australia with the millions of people who
visit and watch the Chelsea flower show. No doubt it
will inspire more and more visitors to want to see more
of our amazing state.
The fact that the Royal Botanic Gardens have been
chosen as one of only eight show gardens to get a spot
on Main Avenue just goes to show the kind of
creativity and skill we have in Victoria. It is a first for
Victoria and for Australia. The Victorian government is
proud to support the gardens and applauds its staff in
protecting and enhancing some of our most beautiful
and threatened species.
As we looked at the two 20-foot containers it was a
little difficult to imagine the full scale and success of
this project. However, in many ways the contents of the
containers represent some of Victoria’s natural
assets — something the government is committed to
protecting and enhancing. I am proud to say that some
of it came from my own electorate of the Northern
Victoria Region, including mudstones from Mansfield
and fire-affected timber from Flowerdale.
Our commitment includes continuing to support the
gardens as well as ensuring our policy and approach to
environmental sustainability is targeted and effective. It
is about ensuring that future generations throughout
Victoria get to enjoy the beauty of our state for many
years to come.

Callignee community centre
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — Last month I
had the honour of joining with members of the
Callignee community, Latrobe City councillors, the
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member for Morwell in the Legislative Assembly,
Russell Northe, and other distinguished guests
including a consul of the Republic of Indonesia,
Mr Abelian Prajnya Yodha, at the official opening of
the new Callignee community centre.
As everyone knows, Callignee was destroyed in the
2009 fires and a number of community members
tragically lost their lives. Those of us who have not
experienced devastation of this order cannot know what
the people of this community have been through. So it
was with great feeling as well as joy that the
community and its guests gathered after two years to
officially open their new and magnificent community
centre that was built from the resources provided by
state and commonwealth governments, the Latrobe City
Council and donations from many local businesses and
community organisations.
Everyone was delighted and honoured by the presence
of the Indonesian consul, Mr Abelian Prajnya Yodha.
The government and people of Indonesia, Australia’s
closest neighbour, donated over $1 million to assist
fire-affected communities in Victoria. I also take this
opportunity to thank the member for Morwell, Russell
Northe, for his generous acknowledgement of the work
of former Premier John Brumby and the former Labor
government in their unstinting support for the
community at the time of the fires and over the two
years that have elapsed since then.

Victorian election: coalition candidates
Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — President, as
this is the first moment I have risen to my feet in this
Parliament I should congratulate you on your election
as President. I also congratulate the Premier and Deputy
Premier on an outstanding election result — a result
which my colleague on the other side of this house the
Leader of the Opposition will have taken great
exception to, because things have changed remarkably.
It was the former Leader of the Government in this
place, the current Leader of the Opposition,
Mr Lenders, who was the architect of the 2002 policy
which then oversaw the implementation of the reform
of this chamber, the result of which was, as I
understood it at the time, essentially an aspiration on
the part of the Labor Party to frustrate the opportunity
for the coalition to ever win a majority in this house.
Well all I can say is: how did it go, John? How did it
go?
I would like to congratulate Brad Battin, the new
member for Gembrook in the Legislative Assembly —
an outstanding young man who will make a great
contribution to the Parliament of Victoria; Tim Bull,
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The Nationals member for Gippsland East in the
Legislative Assembly, who again will be a great
contributor to the Victorian Parliament; and particularly
Edward O’Donohue and Peter Hall, my colleagues in
this house. In particular I congratulate Edward
O’Donohue, who was elected fourth of the five
members in Eastern Victoria Region, because, after
all — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! Thank you.
Mr P. DAVIS — There was a swing to — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! Thank you, Mr Davis.

Clifton Street Children’s Centre: extension
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — Last
Thursday I was pleased to attend, with the member for
Northcote and the Minister for Children and Early
Childhood Development, the opening of the Clifton
Street Children’s Centre extension in Northcote. The
centre’s extension was jointly funded by the City of
Darebin with a commitment from the then Brumby
Labor government of $500 000.
I am particularly proud of this achievement by the
Brumby Labor government as this centre will now be
able to provide 98 kindergarten and child-care places. It
also houses a family services hub that includes a
maternal and child health centre, early intervention and
support services for children with special needs and
community rooms to support activities such as
playgroups, parent meetings and other community
services. While Minister Lovell was happy to do the
official ribbon cutting at this event, her government is
yet to show any real commitment to Victoria’s
kindergartens. Sadly, the Baillieu government’s
commitment of providing only $15 million for
kindergartens will probably mean that this is the last
kindergarten expansion in Northcote for sometime.
As we know, Victoria is experiencing a baby boom,
and this is causing additional demand for more
kindergarten places. In respect of the Council of
Australian Governments agreement that Victoria has
signed up to, which increases kindergarten hours for
four-year-olds from 10 to 15 hours, Minister Lovell’s
approach now appears set to ditch this commitment.
The minister needs to spell out whether her government
is committed to delivering these additional kindergarten
hours. An amount of $15 million will only cover about
50 of Victoria’s 1755 kindergartens. It seems that under
the Baillieu government more Victorian children will
miss out on a kindergarten place. Our children deserve
better.
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Richard Trevaskis
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
rise to pay my respects to the life and memory of Richie
Trevaskis, who lost his seven-year battle with multiple
myeloma on 21 December 2010 — the day after his
80th birthday.
Richie was many things to many people: a civic leader,
a respected businessman, an active Country Fire
Authority volunteer, a Rotarian, an Apexian and a
loved and respected member of our community. He
was a man I was proud to call my friend and mentor.
For 62 years Richie was actively involved in the fire
brigade in Shepparton. In his younger years he was a
champion on the competition ladder, and thanks to a
life membership he remained connected to the fire
brigade until the day he died.
He served as a councillor between 1965 and 1984 and
as mayor between 1979 and 1981 in the then City of
Shepparton. During that period he juggled his council
commitments with his other activities, including Apex
and Rotary, developing the airport and of course his
beloved fire brigade.
For me personally Richie was a great mentor who
encouraged me in my community participation and
spent many Sunday mornings in early 2002
encouraging me to stand for Parliament. I extend my
sincere condolences to Richie’s wife, Gwyneth, and to
his two daughters, Carolyn and Kristine. Richie will
always remain my favourite fireman.

Russel Bowman
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — On
behalf of the Greens members of the Legislative
Council and all our staff, I would like to say a few
words about Russel Bowman, or, as we called him, the
Patron Saint of the Clueless.
When we came in new to this big, old building, we
turned to Russel for advice. He knew everything, like
where things were kept and who to talk to about what
we needed. And when it came to parliamentary
procedure, he was often better than the handbook.
When I was elected in 2006 it took seven months for an
electorate office to be assigned to us, so Liz and I
worked out of the Parliament House office. We would
see Russel every day. He was always cheerful and
ready to tell a bad joke, which I always tried to
remember as my husband loves bad jokes. I always
thought Russel’s office summed him up: it was full of
strange and wonderful things he had collected over the
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years that had special meaning to him. It was also the
place to get a quick sugar fix from his jar of lollies.
It was clear to us how much he loved his family and the
pride he had in his children. He enjoyed his role as
grandfather, and not a week went by without him
showing us a photo. There were quite a few historic
objects in this building that have been saved by Russel,
and quite a few of them ended up in our office.
Russel was one of those remarkable people, and he will
be badly missed; I think that one of the songs that was
played at his funeral, Always Look on the Bright Side of
Life from Life of Brian, summed Russel up completely.

Mary Nolan
Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — My best wishes
go to Mary Nolan on being awarded the Member of the
Order of Australia for service to people with acquired
brain injuries.
In 1996, at the age of 28, Chris Nolan, a lawyer
working in Hanoi and the son of Mary and her husband,
John, suffered a severe brain injury leaving him unable
to move, speak or see. On returning to Australia, Chris
Nolan was placed in an aged-care facility. The facility
provided Chris with clinical care but was unable to
provide him with appropriate social stimulation and
emotional support.
Mary’s fight to improve her son’s care situation has
been both inspiring and unparalleled. For the past
15 years she has been a leading voice advocating for
the accommodation rights of young people with severe
disabilities. Her contribution has resulted in many
tangible improvements. Mary formed the What Does
Chris Want action group to address ways to improve
Chris’s quality of life. The approach developed has now
been made available to young people in similar
situations. Her work has resulted in the Council of
Australian Governments making $244 million available
to address accommodation issues for young people
requiring full-time care. Part of that funding resulted in
a 10-person accommodation facility being built to
house young people with severe injuries in Victoria,
However, there is much more to be done for those
struck down at such an early age.
Congratulations to Mary for her dedication on behalf of
her son Chris.

Bushfires: Black Saturday anniversary
Ms DARVENIZA (Northern Victoria) — I would
like to take this opportunity to join with so many other
Victorians who have taken time out to remember the
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devastating Black Saturday bushfires which just two
years ago yesterday erupted across our state. This was
one of the worst natural disasters our country has
experienced, with 173 people losing their lives, some
500 people being injured and more than 2000 homes
being destroyed. The resilience and determination of
those affected has seen the rebuilding of many homes
rebuilt over the last two years, and communities have
come back to life. The blackened stumps and charred
forests are showing green again, but the second
anniversary also sheds light on the fact that for many
people the physical as well as the mental and
psychological scars will be with them for a very long
time.
The fire-affected areas, the majority of which were in
my electorate of Northern Victoria Region, held many
commemorative services. The communities chose in
the main to do their remembrance and commemoration
in a very private and personal way. I know that many
Victorians, including those in this chamber, join with
the fire-affected communities in remembering this very
important anniversary.

Liberal Party: Bentleigh branch
Mrs COOTE (Southern Metropolitan) — The state
election held on 27 November 2010 saw the election of
Elizabeth Miller to the seat of Bentleigh in another
place. May I take this opportunity of congratulating
Elizabeth and wishing her every success in her
parliamentary career.
At election time all branch members and supporters of
all political parties and independent candidates work
exceedingly hard, and it reminds us of how fortunate
we are to live in such a healthy democracy where we
can be participants in election campaigns without
fearing for our lives or those of our supporters and
families. Not many countries in the world have such a
system and we must treasure it.
The new Liberal member for Bentleigh in the other
place would not have been successful if it were not for
a strong campaign run by now Premier Ted Baillieu
and the Liberal Party Secretariat under the guidance
and direction of Tony Nutt and Damien Mantach, and
underpinned by huge support from the Liberal Party
Bentleigh team. Jeff Antcliff, the electorate chairman,
and Peter Norman, the campaign manager, ran an
excellent local campaign, but Bentleigh was won for
the Liberal Party a long time ago.
There have been several Liberal Party branch members
who kept the Liberal flame burning for a long time, and
last night at a meeting they handed over the reins to a
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new generation. I speak of Thelma Mansfield, secretary
of the Bentleigh branch for 34 years, and Peter Grove,
president of the Bentleigh branch for 16 years. There
are many others who worked tirelessly and my thanks
go to them as well, but the new member for Bentleigh
and I owe a huge debt of gratitude to Thelma and Peter.
We could not have done it without them.

Australia Day: Northern Metropolitan Region
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak about a special event that I attended on Australia
Day 2011 along with parliamentary colleagues
Anthony Carbines and Colin Brooks, members for
Ivanhoe and Bundoora in the other place, and the
Honourable Matthew Guy.
The Australia Day celebrations and citizenship
ceremony were held at the Banyule City Council
offices. I saw all the flags displayed and thought to
myself that it would be wonderful if our country’s flags
were flown from all households in Australia in a show
of unity and celebration. I would like to thank the
mayor, fellow councillors and the officers of Banyule
council for making Australia Day 2011 a memorable
occasion.

Floods: emergency service volunteers
Mr ELASMAR — The recent floods in Victoria
have touched us all. My family has a property in the
Horsham region, and I know my own anxiety was high
when the flood warnings were being broadcast every
hour. I want to thank the State Emergency Service for
its magnificent efforts in ensuring that no lives were
lost and that all necessary precautions were taken to
minimise property damage in the flood-ravaged areas.

Natural disasters: Queensland
Mr ELASMAR — I also want to express my
heartfelt sorrow at the Queensland floods and the
devastation in the wake of Cyclone Yasi. I congratulate
the Premier and the Prime Minister for their sterling
leadership during this terrible time for Queenslanders.

Australia Day: City of Whittlesea
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
would like to report to the house on my visit to the city
of Whittlesea on Australia Day. Despite its hardship of
two years ago, the city continues to find clothing,
furniture, books and associated help for the flood
victims of Queensland and Victoria; it is an amazing
community.
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I wish to congratulate Graeme Hunter, Whittlesea’s
Citizen of the Year. Graeme has lived his entire life in
Whittlesea. He is a member of the Whittlesea
Agricultural Society and was made a life member in
1993. He has been a member of the Whittlesea
Showgrounds and Recreation Reserves Committee of
Management since the early 1990s and is its chairman.
He is a founder of the Whittlesea Country Music
Festival, which is on this weekend — I invite members
to attend. He has been a member of the Whittlesea
Country Fire Authority since 1964 and is a church elder
at the Whittlesea Uniting Church. In addition to all that
he runs his family’s cattle farm and cartage business.
The Senior Citizen of the Year was Kevin McCormick,
the Young Citizen of the Year was Grant Trewella, the
Access and Inclusion Citizen of the Year was Alex
Fabiani and the Environmental (School) Class of the
Year was Epping Views Primary School. I wish to
record my congratulations.

Supermarkets: home brand prices
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
Anyone who has been to Coles or Woolworths in the
last few weeks would know of the decision by the
retailers to slash the price of their home brand dairy
products, and it seems more of this is on the way in
regard to baked goods. This has been described in some
circles as a win for consumers, but in the longer term I
am not sure that will be the case.
The retailers have enormous market power, far more
than the multinationals that Coles CEO Ian McLeod
talks about, and they use it ruthlessly. Many of the
manufacturers who supply branded products — like
Pauls, Pura, Devondale, Western Star and the like —
also supply Coles and Woolies home brand products.
So the retailers saying they will not cut the price paid to
suppliers for branded products is hardly the point. As
supply contracts expire, the substitution to home brand
products will inevitably impact on the price paid to
manufacturers, the security of hundreds of Victorian
jobs and the viability of primary producers as well. If
the dairy suppliers got together and agreed not to sell to
the retailers at a price below X, they would almost
certainly be prosecuted by the Australian Competition
and Consumer Commission for collusion and would
more than likely be convicted. But the behaviour of the
retailers looks a little bit like predatory pricing, and
perhaps it is time the ACCC took a look at that as well.

Victorian election: Liberal Party candidates
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
also wish to congratulate all of those colleagues who
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were elected or re-elected to the 57th Parliament, and in
particular those candidates and members of Parliament
who I have had a direct association with, in particular
the newly elected Liberal members for the lower house
electorates of Carrum, Mordialloc, Frankston and
Mount Waverley — all of whom defeated
well-resourced Labor incumbents.
In addition, I would like to congratulate and thank all of
the candidates for lower house electorates in the city of
Casey. They worked extremely hard putting in an
outstanding effort on behalf of their communities, and
of course without the largesse to match the incumbents.
In particular I would like to commend the work
undertaken by Michelle Frazer in Narre Warren North,
Gary Rowe in Narre Warren South and by one of my
standout candidates, Cr Geoff Ablett in Cranbourne,
where a margin of 12 per cent was sliced and diced,
leaving the seat on a 1.87 per cent margin. It was a fine
effort on a shoestring budget, against some fairly nasty
campaign tactics, including the regular cutting out,
using a Stanley knife, of his face from his billboards
and corflutes around the electorate. That was quite a
sinister addition to a campaign and one which I had not
witnessed before, quite clearly signalling the
desperation of opponents who had done an insufficient
amount to be confident of their own re-election.
I would also like to commend the efforts of our
candidate in Mulgrave, Courtney Mann, our candidate
in Dandenong, Dale Key, the candidate for Clayton,
Justin Scott, and the candidate for Lyndhurst, Tony
Holland, and to thank all of their volunteers, their
supporters, their campaign teams and their families. It
was a fine effort with an outstanding result for my
lower house colleagues in the south-eastern
metropolitan region as well as my upper house
colleagues.

Australia Day: Shire of Nillumbik
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — On
Australia Day I had the great pleasure of attending the
awards and citizenship ceremony at the Nillumbik
Shire Council. I wish to congratulate the award winners
and the new citizens here in Australia. The Young
Citizen of the Year award was taken by Lani Campbell,
who was recognised for her work as youth ambassador
for Zaidee’s Rainbow Foundation, which was founded
to open up discussion and knowledge of organ
donation.
Mrs Irene Schoon, Senior Citizen of the Year, was
recognised for her provision of support, information
and training on hearing loss for the community over the
past 22 years. Mr Gary McDermott took out the
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Volunteer of the Year award after achieving a
successful record in attracting volunteers to provide
critical support to the Nillumbik community health
service.
Community Group of the Year for 2011 was Friends of
Diamond Creek Hurstbridge, a group with a wonderful
record of work in environmental protection and
restoration.
The Citizen of the Year was the well-known and highly
respected Mr John Haines. Mr Haines served his
country as an officer in the air force. He went on to
shoulder many responsibilities at the Eltham RSL, the
Eltham Rotary club and the Vietnam Veterans
Association of Australia. Mr Haines is a proud
Australian, a community contributor extraordinaire and
a man so many in the community hold in great esteem.
He is clearly a touchstone and source of inspiration for
many.
Each person who has received an award is to be
congratulated for their service to the community over
many years. We salute them, wish them well and trust
they will be able to continue to make an ongoing
contribution to inspire others.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Responses
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I have
written responses to adjournment debate matters raised
on 21 December 2010 by Ms Pennicuik,
Mr O’Donohue, Mr Tee, Mr Finn, Ms Broad,
Mr Drum, Ms Tierney, Mr Leane, Mr Scheffer,
Ms Pulford, Mr Pakula and Mr Somyurek.

Cairn Curran Reservoir: water release
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — The
adjournment matter I raise this evening is for the
Minister for Water. I recently visited Baringhup, on the
banks of the Loddon River, with a local farmer, Mark
Yarwood, and Cathy McCallum from the local
Landcare association. I went up and visited them at
Baringhup because my colleague Maree Edwards, the
very effective new lower house member for Bendigo
West, asked me to come and meet with these electors of
hers who had some issues with Goulburn-Murray
Water.
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To give the context, what happened was that
Goulburn-Murray Water released 80 megalitres of
water into the Cairn Curran Reservoir in a day.
Historically the most that had ever been released from
that dam was 48 megalitres, and because the water was
released there was carnage — that is the only way to
describe it — downstream. What we saw was that the
sand from a sand-based river had been gouged out and
spread over Mr Yarwood’s crops, which had been
destroyed. Along his kilometre of farmland at least a
metre of farmland had descended into the river,
probably another metre was going to go, and the bank
of the river had moved.
The citizens are realists. They know there are floods
and they know floods need to be mitigated, but they
were seeking some transparency from
Goulburn-Murray Water as to why, with the hydrology
reports that are now available, with a dam that was
93 per cent full and with a six-day weather warning that
100 to 200 millimetres of water was going to fall in the
catchment, the authority did not release water earlier.
Yes, it may have inundated some of the crops, but it
would not have gouged the river.
This is a classic triple-bottom-line effect — that is, it is
about the economic effect on farmers, the effect on the
whole social amenity in the area and what such an
event has done to the environment of the river. The
residents all know that La Niña is real and that
extraordinary weather problems are occurring, but they
also know that on 14 and 15 January, when the dam
was 93 per cent full, an excessive amount of water was
released. When they asked the authority for an
explanation of why that had been done, what the policy
foundation was for doing so and who made the decision
not to release the water earlier, they hit a brick wall.
Ms Edwards and I sought a briefing from
Goulburn-Murray Water, but we were told we could
not have it until the authority briefed the minister.
The action I seek from the minister is that he arrange
forthwith a briefing for the residents, Ms Edwards and
me on what the policy is for releasing this water so that
we learn the lesson and this situation does not occur
again.

Altona: beach renourishment
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Environment
and Climate Change. The matter concerns a visit I
made last week on a very warm day to Altona Beach.
Whilst that might be a very enjoyable exercise on most
occasions, on this particular day it was not for the
reason I would have liked. At the beach I met a local
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resident, Mr Bruce Ewen, and his wife, Carol, who are
clearly very civic-minded individuals. They are
concerned about the ongoing works at Altona Beach
and the apparent inability of the government to
complete those works.
Altona Beach is a great spot. Anybody who has been
there will know that it is one of the premium beaches, if
not the premium beach, in the western suburbs, and it
serves not just people in Altona and its surrounds but
also those right through to Footscray and beyond. If
people in the western suburbs want to go to the beach,
they go to Altona. However, with the current works that
were begun by the previous government — an upgrade
to ensure that standards are maintained — we have an
extraordinary situation where two-thirds of the beach is
in pristine condition but there is a point at which the
beach becomes a moonscape. It is an extraordinary state
of affairs, and it makes no sense at all that the
government or anybody else would ignore the rest of
the beach when the two-thirds that has been worked on
is in very good nick.
As a result, on a warm day — of which we have had
not many, but a few, this year — there have been
situations where many cars have been parked up one
end of the beach, which causes enormous problems
around the pier, on Pier Street and around the park. On
a warm day at the other end of the beach, which is
rocky and less sandy than the part that has been worked
on, no cars are parked. They would readily be parked
there if the beach was of a suitable standard.
I agree with Mr Ewen; I think he has made an
extraordinarily good point. I believe Altona Beach
deserves to receive the same treatment right along its
length, not just along two-thirds of it. I ask the Minister
for Environment and Climate Change to accompany
me, to meet with Mr Ewen and other interested locals,
and to examine for himself the condition of the beach. I
walked that beach with Mr Ewen last week, and I ask
the minister to come to Altona Beach with me to do the
same thing at his earliest convenience.

Alpine parks: cattle grazing
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Environment
and Climate Change, Ryan Smith, regarding cattle
grazing in the high country.
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The Nationals candidates — pushed the commitment
very strongly in the expectation that the policy would
attract the votes and support of the Mountain
Cattlemen’s Association of Victoria and those who
support the objectives of that association. I strongly
suspect the policy was not well known amongst urban
voters; if it had have been better known, it would have
given a number of environmentally aware voters pause
for thought.
The new government has wasted no time, and during
the second week of January cattle were reported to be
moving back into the Alpine National Park. The
explanation that came from the government was that
this was part of a scientific study to assess whether or
not cattle grazing in the alpine uplands would reduce
bushfire risk. The Victorian National Parks Association
said that permitting cattle grazing in the high country
for so-called scientific purposes was the Victorian
version of Japanese whaling. On the other hand, Mark
Coleman, the president of the Mountain Cattlemen’s
Association of Victoria, welcomed the move, saying it
was a step forward.
As I understand it there is a clear, expert consensus
around the issue of the damage that cattle cause in the
Alpine National Park by trampling around water
catchments, which damages water quality and causes
threats to flora and fauna, including some species that
are threatened by extinction. Overall there are negative
impacts on biodiversity, and noxious weed species are
encouraged. The minister will have seen reports last
week which list endangered species, including the
alpine tree frog, which has been scientifically identified
as existing in the very areas that the cattle have been
permitted to graze in. In the face of these multiple and
interrelated environmental factors, how is it that the
minister can possibly justify further investigation into
only one element — that is, whether cattle grazing
might help mitigate fire in some areas?
I also note that the government is saying that its
election commitment was to investigate a scientific
study into the impacts of grazing, not restore it. A very
good program on the ABC indicated that the cattlemen
did believe in it.
The PRESIDENT — Order! The member’s time
has expired.

Rail: western suburbs
I am aware that the coalition is committed to reversing
the 2005 decision of the Bracks government to ban
cattle grazing in the high country. The commitment was
well known in East Gippsland and in many areas of
regional Victoria, because the coalition — especially

Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I raise
a matter for the attention of the Minister for Public
Transport. The matter relates to the proposed train
timetable changes on the Werribee and Williamstown
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lines. It is unfortunate that the first major public
transport announcement of the new government was
one that appears to deliver cuts to train services in the
west. In fact it looks like the western suburbs are to be
hit the hardest.
The west is the most car-dependent area of Melbourne
and the area least serviced by public transport. It is the
most socially and economically disadvantaged region in
Melbourne, yet we face the threat of further cuts to our
train services. We have the highest levels of population
growth and yet we have the poorest public transport,
and we face the threat of further cuts to our train
services. Our roads are already heavily congested and
petrol prices continue to rise, yet we face the threat of
further cuts to our train services.
The west does not need cuts to train services — we
need more trains. However, it would appear that there
will be a halving of the off-peak services to some
western suburbs. Werribee and Williamstown services
will not be taking commuters to their city loop stations,
and off-peak services on the Werribee line will be
halved and no longer run through the city loop. The
Altona line will have cuts to peak hour services,
resulting in the frequency of trains being every
22 minutes. No trains will run directly to Altona,
Seaholme and Westona during off-peak periods.
Extended public transport is urgently required to bring
the supply and quality of services available in the
western suburbs up to the same level as other regions of
Melbourne. In opposition, members of the Liberal Party
had plenty to say about fixing our public transport
system. Now that they are in government they have the
opportunity to deliver, but it would appear that instead
they will deliver cuts to our services. The slogan during
the campaign was that the ALP neglected the west, yet
only seven weeks after the election of the new
government we already have cuts to services. The
action I ask of the minister is that he outline how the
proposed new train timetables will have any net benefit
for the people of the western suburbs.
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station to temporarily close, and it has had to continue
its operations from nearby stations.
Over the last few days some members of the
community have asked Paul Weller, the member for
Rodney in the Assembly, when the ambulance station
will reopen. Some people have actually suggested that
there may be some doubt that the ambulance station in
Rochester will reopen at all. On behalf of the member
for Rodney, Paul Weller, I ask the Minister for Health
to give the community of Rochester the assurance it
needs that the ambulance station will be operational as
soon as it is repaired following the damage inflicted on
it by the rising Campaspe floodwaters.

Northern Hospital: academic and research
precinct
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — My
matter is for the attention of the Minister for Health. I
raise my concern that the academic and research
precinct proposed at the Northern Hospital will not
proceed under his government. The Northern Hospital
has one of the busiest emergency departments in our
state and has an increasing number of admissions. It is a
hospital in a growth corridor and will need to expand in
the future. It needs to attract and retain more doctors
and other health staff. The hospital has identified a way
to attract more staff. It has proposed an academic and
research precinct which would enable doctors, nurses
and allied health staff to receive training on site, with a
view to continuing their employment at that hospital.
I understand that both the University of Melbourne and
La Trobe University have previously committed
$7.2 million to this project, and Northern Health itself
has committed $5 million. The federal government
committed $14 million in its budget last year, but that
funding was contingent on state government funding.
Labor initially provided $3 million for this project and
during the election committed a further $11 million to
enable it to go ahead. However, to date the Baillieu
government has not committed a cent to this important
project.

Ambulance services: Rochester
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — My matter for
the adjournment is for the attention of the Minister for
Health, who is the minister at the table. Over the last
few months Rochester has been hit twice by
floodwaters from the Campaspe River. In January this
year the floodwaters inundated many houses as well as
some businesses. One of the buildings in Rochester that
was inundated and damaged by the rising Campaspe
River was the Rochester ambulance station. The
inundation and water damage caused the ambulance

I am aware that the minister is soon to visit the
Northern Hospital to have discussions with
management there. I am certain that this matter will be
raised. I call on the minister to urgently commit funding
to the academic and research precinct at the Northern
Hospital to ensure that this important project proceeds.

Geelong: arts precinct
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister
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for the Arts, and it relates to the coalition government’s
$30 million promise to rejuvenate the Geelong arts
precinct. That commitment comprised $15 million for
GPAC (Geelong Performing Arts Centre) and another
$15 million for the Geelong central library. However, it
was revealed in the Geelong Advertiser just days after
the coalition won office that only half of this funding
commitment would be honoured in this term of
government, with the other half being made available
only if the coalition is voted in for a second term of
government.
It is my understanding that the coalition has not
confirmed whether it will honour the $30 million
commitment made before the election. I take this
opportunity to voice my support and push for certainty
on this matter. I ask the minister to come clean with the
people of Geelong. Geelong is the second-largest city in
the state. It has a rich cultural history with amazing
artists that deserve an upgraded facility. I ask the
minister to put a stop to the uncertainty, speculation and
guesswork about Geelong’s art precinct and the library
and announce whether the $30 million promised by the
coalition leading up to the election will be delivered in
this term of government.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms TIERNEY — That shows you never visit
GPAC, because we have refurbished the entire
theatrette.

Responses
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) —
Tonight I have received seven matters on the
adjournment. The first matter was from Mr Lenders
regarding water. My colleague Mr Hall, the minister
representing the Minister for Water in this chamber,
will respond to that matter. He has indicated some
knowledge of and interest in that matter.
The second matter was from Mr Finn for the attention
of the Minister for Environment and Climate Change
and related to Altona Beach and works that are needed
on that beach. Mr Finn said two-thirds of that beach is
pristine — and I can vouch for the good condition of
much of the Altona Beach area — but some parts need
considerable work and the previous government seems
to have ignored that matter. Mr Finn sought that the
environment minister, Ryan Smith, accompany him and
a local resident, Mr Ewen, to visit Altona Beach and
undertake a close examination of the matters. I
undertake to pass this matter on to the minister. I have
no doubt that he will quickly accompany Mr Finn and
Mr Ewen on that investigation.
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The third matter was from Mr Scheffer, also for the
Minister for Environment and Climate Change, Ryan
Smith. It relates to cattle grazing in the high country.
Mr Scheffer did not seek any action, and I note that the
minister may choose to respond or not, as he sees fit.
The fourth matter was from Ms Hartland relating to
public transport in the west, the Werribee and
Williamstown lines and timetable changes that have
been made recently. I will refer that to the Minister for
Public Transport for his close attention and response,
but in doing so I make the point that the changes are a
direct result of a contractual agreement by the previous
Labor government with Metro Trains Melbourne. I will
refer the matter on.
The fifth matter was from Mr Drum relating to a health
matter in my own portfolio area — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I thank the minister
for waiting for interjections to cease; it is important that
he has done that. I appreciate the courtesy of the other
ministers in being here tonight along with the minister
at the table. Recognising the busy workloads of
ministers, it would be excellent if that practice could
continue into the future. The house owes the Leader of
the Government the courtesy of listening to his
responses to matters that have been raised by members.
Members would be better off listening to those answers
rather than there being a barrage of comments across
the chamber.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Mr Drum’s matter concerns
my portfolio; it relates to Rochester and its ambulance
station. The Rochester township has endured a terrible
battering through this period, with several inundations,
which have had an effect on not only the town,
businesses and the hospital but also the ambulance
service. It is an existing single-paramedic branch. Two
paramedics work on an eight-six roster — that is, eight
days on, six days off, with one day of double up and
overlap. There is a 10-hour shift and paramedics are on
call overnight. There is the support of an ambulance
community officer available.
The government is committed to supporting Rochester
and its ambulance service. The ambos have done a
great job in northern Victoria, and they have played
significant roles in response to the floods. I pay tribute
to them. I want to make it very clear to Mr Drum and to
the communities in northern Victoria, and in Rochester
in particular, that no changes have been proposed with
respect to the branch at this stage. As I have indicated,
the station was inundated and it will require significant
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repairs. Ambulance Victoria is currently looking for
alternative accommodation while the repairs are taking
place. The government is making a strong commitment
to that ambulance branch, to the town and to supporting
the paramedics who have made a significant
contribution to northern Victoria.
Ms Mikakos raised the matter of the Northern Hospital
and its academic and research precinct application,
which was made to the commonwealth government.
She is correct that there was support from the
University of Melbourne and La Trobe University.
There is one significant thing that Ms Mikakos forgot to
tell the house, and that is that her government, the
former Brumby government, did not prioritise the
Northern Hospital. The federal government made a
decision to fund the Northern Hospital without state
support. There are a number of these cases.
Ms Mikakos interjected.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — The former government did
not do that at the time when the federal government
indicated that it was its priority. Ms Mikakos indicated
that it was not a priority of the Brumby government.
Unfortunately that timing has meant that the precinct
did not get that support at the time when the federal
government made the decision.
Ms Mikakos — I was asking what the government
is going to do.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — The member was indeed,
and I am making the point that the history is quite
significant. The Brumby government should be judged
on its record rather than its rhetoric. The opposition
says a lot now, but when it was in government it chose
not to fund the Northern Hospital. I agree with
Ms Mikakos that the Northern Hospital is under some
pressure and that there has been significant growth in
that area. The emergency department and other parts of
the hospital need support. I understand the need for
research support in that location and elsewhere around
the state. One way of retaining doctors is to work with
hospitals and universities and offer a package of
support. We are very aware of the concerns of the
Northern Hospital, and I have spoken to the chairman
of the board about those matters. I make the point that
the former Brumby government chose not to prioritise
the Northern Hospital research precinct, and that is
disappointing.
The seventh matter was raised by Ms Tierney, and it
concerns the Geelong Performing Arts Centre precinct
and a promise made by the coalition during the
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election. I am determined to pass that on to the Premier,
who is the Minister for the Arts, and seek his response.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — One of my duties in this chamber is to
represent the Minister for Water and, as it happened, I
was in the chamber tonight for the adjournment debate.
I am happy to take on board the matter raised by the
Leader of the Opposition. It concerned a decision of
Goulburn-Murray Water about the timing of the release
of water from Cairn Curran Reservoir. Cairn Curran is
a spot well known to me. It was a popular watering and
fishing hole for me when when I was a kid. I visited
Cairn Curran less than 12 months ago, and it was less
than empty. It is pleasing that, with the recent rains, it
has stored water for use by the local communities.
However, as Mr Lenders described, there are some
serious management decisions to be made when times
of rain and significant rainfalls are expected. While that
decision rests, appropriately, with the water authority, I
think the questions Mr Lenders asked are appropriate
ones, and I am sure they will receive the due attention
of the Minister for Water, Mr Walsh. I will pass those
concerns on to him and ensure that Mr Lenders gets a
response.
The PRESIDENT — Order! The house now stands
adjourned.
House adjourned at 7.43 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. N. Atkinson) took the
chair at 9.35 a.m. and read the prayer.

CHILDREN’S COURT OF VICTORIA
Report 2009–10
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) presented
report by command of the Governor.
Laid on table.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Auditor-General’s reports on —
Acquittal Report: Results of the 2009–10 Audits,
February 2011.
Construction of Police Stations and Courthouses,
February 2011.
Effectiveness of Victims of Crime Programs, February
2011.
Motorcycle and Scooter Safety Programs, February
2011.
Ombudsman — Report on the Investigation into the failure of
agencies to manage registered sex offenders, February 2011.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Statements of compatibility
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — By
leave, I move:
That the statement of compatibility required to be tabled
pursuant to the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities
Act 2006 when a member introduces a bill into the Council
be incorporated into Hansard together with the
second-reading speech.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Simon McKeon
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I rise
today to congratulate Mr Simon McKeon on being
named this year’s Australian of the Year. I have met
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Simon McKeon through his role as the inaugural
chairman of Business for Millennium Development
(B4MD), which was established in 2007 and promotes
business-led growth as the most effective means of
reducing poverty in the Third World.
Mr McKeon is a successful businessman and is
currently the executive chairman of the Macquarie
Group’s Melbourne office, but it is for his efforts in
multiple Australian and international charities that he
has been recognised. He has urged other businesspeople
to use their skills for the purposes of philanthropy.
Mr McKeon has devoted a considerable amount of his
time and energy to philanthropy, using his expertise as
chairman of both B4MD and CSIRO together with his
long association with World Vision. He is involved
with its Global Poverty Project and Red Dust Role
Models, which connect well-known Australians with
indigenous youth. Mr McKeon has previously served as
founding chairman of MS Research Australia and has
also served on the boards of MS Australia and the
Multiple Sclerosis Society of Victoria. As someone
who suffers from multiple sclerosis himself, his many
achievements are truly inspirational.
It is people such as Mr McKeon who emphasise the
best qualities of Australian citizens. To be named
Australian of the Year is a fitting recognition of
someone of such influence who leads by example. I
congratulate Mr McKeon for all his efforts and
continuing advocacy in our community, in particular
for his efforts to reduce poverty in developing
countries. On that note, now is not the time to be
reducing foreign aid.

Volunteers: emergency services
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I would
like to take this opportunity to speak to the house about
and commend the enormous contributions of the
various voluntary organisations and individual
volunteers that in times of crisis are an essential backup
for the highly trained professionals of our emergency
services. In recent times Victorians have faced the
natural disasters of both fire and flood. During these
natural events and those that have preceded them many
volunteers have come to the aid of their fellow
Victorians, and their efforts should be recognised and
applauded.
With a number of my parliamentary colleagues I
witnessed firsthand the efforts of the Red Cross, the
State Emergency Service and other local agencies when
we assisted in a relief centre in northern Victoria a few
weeks ago. Following the floods that affected most of
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Melbourne over the weekend, relief centres like that
one were set up throughout the state and in areas of
metropolitan Melbourne. The efforts by the selfless
volunteers, who in many instances had also been
affected by the crisis, showed the spirit for which this
state and this country are renowned.
As I said just a few days before Christmas in this place,
volunteer programs and voluntary activity should be
promoted, encouraged and supported by government to
build a stronger and more respected and inclusive
society so that together we can rebuild following such
terrible events.

Grahamvale Primary School: swimming
lessons
Ms DARVENIZA (Northern Victoria) — I want to
take this opportunity to acknowledge the Grahamvale
Primary School chaplain, Ms Jackie Belot, who
recently initiated free swimming lessons for primary
school-age children at the Mooroopna War Memorial
Pool.
Ms Belot believes children need to learn to swim and
be aware of water safety, and she recognises that some
families have difficulty giving their children swimming
lessons. When you live in our neck of the woods —
being surrounded by rivers, dams and irrigation
channels — you have a lot of water around you, and of
course there are lots of swimming pools.
Teaching children to swim and about water safety from
a young age provides them with a great opportunity for
a lot of water fun and physical activity, which is
important. We are always encouraging our young ones
to get off the couch and get active. Most importantly,
swimming lessons help to keep them safe when they
are in and around water.
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industrial relations commissioner from 2002 until he
retired in 2007. Bill was a champion of occupational
health and safety and vocational education and training.
He sat on the National Occupational Health and Safety
Commission and the Australian National Training
Authority board. He was also an elected member of the
Governing Body of the International Labour
Organisation. As ACTU assistant secretary responsible
for occupational health and safety, Bill was my boss for
five years, though my colleagues and I in the
occupational health and safety unit worked very much
as a team. We often debated vigorously what position
to take on issues, but Bill always listened to what
people had to say. I know everyone who worked with
him said the same.
Bill had a very strong work ethic and set a great
example to everyone around him. He was a great
mentor and was always fair and generous to work with.
I learnt a lot from Bill, and I hope I carry some of it
with me today. We remained friends and met for dinner
from time to time. I will miss him very much. I extend
my deepest condolences to Bill’s wife, Joyce, and to
Justin and Sasha and Luke and Cara. Vale, Bill.

Victorian election: coalition candidates
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) — I rise this
morning to congratulate the new Legislative Assembly
member for Gembrook, Brad Battin, on his success. He
will make an outstanding contribution to this
Parliament. I would also like to congratulate the new
Legislative Assembly member for Gippsland East, Tim
Bull, on his success, and I am sure he will make an
outstanding contribution to his community and to this
Parliament.

William Mansfield

I am very pleased, grateful and humbled to be given the
opportunity to represent the people of Eastern Victoria
Region in this Parliament together with my colleagues
Philip Davis and Peter Hall.

Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) —
Today I would like to pay tribute to the late William
‘Bill’ Mansfield, who died after a short illness on
3 February, four days before his 69th birthday. Bill was
a stalwart of the union movement who worked
tirelessly to improve the lives of working Australians.

I also take this opportunity to congratulate Matt Mills,
the Liberal candidate at the recent election for the lower
house seat of Monbulk. He worked incredibly hard. He
is a man of integrity and capacity, and through his work
the margin in that seat was reduced from 6.7 per cent
before the election to just 1.9 per cent now.

Bill grew up in Yarrawonga and began his working life
as a technician at the former Postmaster-General’s
Department and Telecom. In 1978 he became the
national secretary of the Australian
Telecommunications Employees Association. Bill was
an assistant secretary of the ACTU (Australian Council
of Trade Unions) from 1985 to 2002 and an Australian

Lauren Harrison
Mr O’DONOHUE — Previously in this place I
have spoken about the Harold Bould Memorial Award,
which is an award that together with the 39th Australian
Infantry Battalion Association I have helped to
coordinate and organise. One of the ideas of the award
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is to encourage young leaders in the shire of Cardinia.
They are given the opportunity to walk the Kokoda
Track. I am very pleased that one of the inaugural
winners of the award, Lauren Harrison, was awarded
Young Citizen of the Year by the Shire of Cardinia on
Australia Day. It is a great reflection on the award and
indeed a great reflection on Lauren.

101

always said boxing was his thing. He refereed and
judged many top fights. He pressed the Victorian
government to tighten controls and regulations after a
tent fighter died in Geelong. He was appointed a
member of the first Victorian Boxing Board of Control
and was on that board for 12 years, one of them as
chairman. He was also president of the Australian
National Boxing Federation.

Ovarian cancer: awareness
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — The month of
February is Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, and I
take this opportunity to raise awareness of ovarian
cancer and its symptoms. Three Australian women are
diagnosed with ovarian cancer every day, and
approximately 75 per cent of these women are
diagnosed at the advanced stage, when it is very
difficult to treat successfully.
Ovarian Cancer Australia’s statistics suggest that every
11 hours an Australian woman will die from ovarian
cancer and that 1 in 77 Australian women will develop
ovarian cancer in their lifetime. These are distressing
statistics that can be reduced by our awareness of this
disease and its symptoms. It is thought that the majority
of women are unaware of the symptoms of ovarian
cancer, which include an increase in abdominal size or
persistent bloating, difficulty eating or feeling full
quickly, unexplained abdominal or pelvic pain and
changed bowel habits. If these symptoms are acted
upon early and the cancer is detected in the early stages,
the majority of women will survive.
Donations can be made through Ovarian Cancer
Australia to fund community awareness programs,
support groups, rural and regional tele-support services
and support materials for family and friends of ovarian
cancer sufferers. I encourage all members in this place
to promote Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month in their
electorate, particularly by wearing a teal ribbon on
23 February, Teal Ribbon Day.

Gus Mercurio
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I pay tribute
to Gus Mercurio, who recently passed away. Gus
Mercurio was pivotal to Victorian and Australian
boxing. He came to Melbourne with the US Olympic
boxing team in 1956, and he never left. He was elected
vice-president of the Victorian Amateur Boxing
Association in 1967. The advent of televised amateur
boxing came at an opportune time for him; first he
became a referee, and then a comments man.
Gus Mercurio became an Australian citizen in 1989. He
never imagined he would have a career in acting; he

Gus Mercurio was instrumental in establishing and
running the Australian National Boxing Hall of Fame.
He was nominated for induction into the hall of fame
twice; he refused the first time because he was a
member of the committee.
Gus Mercurio was the chairman of the boxing club with
which I am associated, the Michael Victor Canavan
boxing club. Without Gus a new Michael Victor
Canavan boxing ring would not be opening in
Ringwood in a couple of months.

Floods: Stawell and Creswick bowling clubs
Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — I take the
opportunity to commend the many sporting
organisations for their recent work in assisting our
communities through the floods. In particular I
commend bowling clubs. I had the pleasure of seeing
two clubs deal with the crisis. The Stawell and
Creswick bowling clubs had their new synthetic
greens — two greens each — flooded. The damage is
estimated at between $140 000 and $160 000 per green.
I encourage those clubs to continue their efforts to
lobby for the reinstatement of their bowling greens.

Dartmoor Bowling Club: synthetic green
Mr O’BRIEN — I was also given the honour of
opening the new synthetic green at the Dartmoor
Bowling Club on 16 January on behalf of the Minister
for Sport and Recreation, the Honourable Hugh
Delahunty, and also at the behest of the local member.
In attendance were the club president, Robert Liddle,
the president of the ladies club, Gwen McMillan, and
many members of the bowling community. The
opening was conducted by life member Margaret
Liddle rolling the first jack and life member Les Smith
rolling the first bowl. Visitors and members then
enjoyed a wonderful afternoon of bowls, followed by
afternoon tea provided by the ladies.
The Shire of Glenelg has generously supported the
project with a contribution of $35 000. In addition the
Victorian state government — and I thank the previous
government for this — provided a $60 000 grant for a
synthetic green. I commend the bowling community on
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its efforts to lobby and achieve a great new opening at
Dartmoor.
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I call on the government to learn the lessons of the
Kennett and McNamara experience and to not abandon
regional rail again.

Rail: regional link
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — I am
concerned by numerous media reports about the
Liberal-Nationals government’s intended ‘review’ — I
indicate the use of quote marks for the benefit of
Hansard — of the regional rail link project. This
$4.3 billion rail line was proposed to be jointly funded
by the state and federal governments. The
commonwealth announced a $3.2 billion commitment
to this in May 2009.
The regional rail link involves a line that will run from
West Werribee to Deer Park along the existing — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I understand that this
is a contentious issue and that there are some overtones
of federal government in it as well, which has
obviously provoked the interjections. However, I am
keen to have an absolute minimum of interjection in
90-second statements because 90 seconds is not a long
time for a speaker, and if they are subjected to a barrage
of interjections, it is very difficult for them to get
through their statement. It is different in a more
significant contribution where there is perhaps some
opportunity for a little more interchange,
notwithstanding the fact that interjections are unruly. In
90-second statements a point can be made fairly
strongly, and I think it has already been made. I think
the member ought to have the opportunity to complete
a 90-second statement with minimum disruption.
Ms PULFORD — The link will run along the
existing rail corridor through suburbs including
Sunshine and Footscray to Southern Cross station.
What the project seeks to do is, like intertwining
fingers, separate the regional trains from the
metropolitan trains, giving Bendigo, Geelong and
Ballarat trains their own dedicated tracks through the
metropolitan system. The project seeks to provide
capacity for enough extra train services for up to
9000 additional passengers across the network in peak
hour — a capacity that will be required to support
projected population growth in our regional cities. It
will free up critically needed space for additional
suburban services as well — if the project is not canned
by the new government — on the Werribee, Sunbury
and Craigieburn lines.

Jill Lindsay
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — I wish to use my
90-second statement to pay tribute to the late Jill
Lindsay. Jill Lindsay was one of the true female
pioneers in the Victorian Football League and the
Australian Football League. She was in her position in
the AFL organisation for 41 years until her passing
earlier this week. She truly was a lady of immense
competence and ran that organisation as though it was
just second nature.
My last personal dealing with Jill was when I needed to
take a young man from my electorate who had recently
been paralysed in a car accident to have a day at the
football. Jill was able to come good with the tickets for
him, a car parking space under the ground and a
viewing space for the carer — and then all of a sudden
Jill appeared and offered to take this young man down
into the rooms to see his heroes. She truly was an
outstanding lady. The AFL and Victoria will be much
the worse for her passing. I convey my condolences and
best wishes to her family.

Legislative Council: former members
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — There
are six new members of this chamber following the
election, and I congratulate them all. But I want to
spend a bit of time commending those who have left us.
Mr Vogels had a very fitting tribute when he left, and
we had the chance to acknowledge him. Mr Madden
chose not to give a valedictory speech or eulogy. Four
other people left us, and that is the nature of democracy,
but I would like to acknowledge the contributions of
Bob Smith, Peter Kavanagh, Jennifer Huppert and
Nathan Murphy to this place. Three of them were
Labor Party colleagues of mine. Bob Smith served here
for 11 years, Jennifer Huppert for 2 and Nathan
Murphy for 1, and I pay tribute to them.
I had great joy in working with Jennifer as a
co-member for Southern Metropolitan Region for
22 months. I think she can make a great contribution,
and I hope she will come back to this place again. I
worked with Bob Smith for 11 years and Nathan
Murphy for 1 year.
I would also like to pay tribute to Peter Kavanagh. As
someone whose party lost its representation in 1958 and
who came back all those years later, I think Peter made
a great contribution to this place. It would have been
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very lonely being the sole member of a party without
support.
I miss the four of them. In politics the central
proposition is that the voters always get it right, and I
am not questioning that. But the human side of it is that
there were four people whose great dreams and great
ambitions were crushed late last year. That is reality,
but I think they deserve some respect. I would like to
pay tribute to the four of them for their contribution to
this house during their respective periods of time here.

Vietnamese Lunar New Year celebrations
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) — I would
like to rise today to highlight the great contribution the
Vietnamese community has made to the fabric of our
society and in particular the western suburbs. Those
who emigrated from Vietnam during a time of great
turmoil have now established their businesses, built
their homes, raised their families and also expressed
their unique cultural heritage.
Recently I was fortunate to celebrate the Lunar New
Year with members of the Vietnamese community
from across the western suburbs. At the Indochinese
Elderly Refugees Association Victoria dinner I met
many people who have contributed greatly to their
community — not just to the Vietnamese community
but to our community in a broader sense — including a
gentleman who had received an Order of Australia
award.
I also attended the Quang Minh Tet festival at the
Quang Minh Temple in Braybrook, or the bright light
temple where I again experienced this unique culture in
the vibrancy and colour of their celebration. Both
events were displays of great vibrancy, but there was
more of a solemn reflection at the Quang Minh Temple.
I wish all members of the Vietnamese community and
the broader western suburbs a happy new year, and I
sincerely hope that the Year of the Cat treats us all well.
The PRESIDENT — Order! It is the Year of the
Rabbit.
Mr ELSBURY — Not in Vietnam.

Floods: Victoria
Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — Much has
been or will be said in both our Parliament and the
federal Parliament about the floods and other natural
disasters that have caused so much pain. With
enormous respect for victims in other states to whom
we are sympathetic as Australians, I rise on this
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occasion to speak about the floods that have hit
Victoria, floods that have ranged from very
considerable inconveniences to destruction.
Sporting ovals have effectively been drowned,
businesses have been destroyed and homes have been
obliterated. Lives have been shaken badly and hurt
beyond what most of us could ever imagine.
Fortunately most of us have never been the victim of a
natural disaster — and I would not wish such pain upon
anyone at all.
Many Victorians are suffering at this very moment
while we are all safe and dry in this place and in our
own homes with our families. They are struggling to
cope with the nastiness of Mother Nature, and they are
lucky to be alive. They are also fortunate that many of
their own risked their lives to save others. I speak of the
wonderful people of the State Emergency Service, the
volunteers who are as close to being angels as we could
find and have proven their dedication to the
community.

FLOODS: VICTORIA
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I move:
That this house —
(1) notes the unprecedented flood disaster in Victoria
which —
(a) has affected 94 towns across 25 local government
areas in Victoria and inundated or isolated up to
3000 homes, business and farms and displaced
more than 6000 people to date; and
(b) has damaged or destroyed infrastructure including
roads, bridges, health and community facilities
such as hospitals, sporting clubs and public halls;
(2) expresses its concern and support for Victorian families
affected by the floods and for emergency services
workers and volunteers who are working tirelessly to
protect these Victorians; and
(3) calls on Premier Baillieu to deliver on his plans for an
independent review of the floods. This review should —
(a) examine and make recommendations on the state’s
response to the floods;
(b) recommend improvements to the preparation and
planning for future flood risks;
(c) visit flood-affected communities and call for public
submissions; and
(d) make interim recommendations by 31 August 2011
and to provide a final report by 1 January 2012.
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In moving the motion and taking this opportunity to
speak on it, I think in many ways it neatly complements
the debate we had yesterday in relation to the impact of
the floods on Victorians. Yesterday’s debate and the
contributions made in this chamber focused rightly, as
does my motion, on the devastation that was caused by
the floods and their impact on Victorian individuals and
families. The motion focuses in paragraph (2) on the
hard work that is being done by volunteers to save
those communities and homes and in many ways start
the recovery process.
It is worth noting that the flood is in different stages in
different communities. Some communities have been
affected for the third time. For some there are still flood
risks and concerns, and for others the clean-up and
some of the rebuilding have already started.
I was prompted to move this motion today by my
concerns about the government’s delay in providing for
a comprehensive review of the floods that would put us
in good stead for the future. In drafting the motion I
was motivated by the fact that immediately after the
bushfires of 2009 the former government initiated a
comprehensive review. I noted that in Queensland the
review of the floods commenced some three weeks ago,
yet in Victoria the government was silent on its
intentions to review the floods and to make sure we are
better prepared for future flood events.
I think it is important that we move quickly to establish
a review. It is important not only because it takes a
while to set up the machinery of a review but also
because you want to have people being talked to and
communities being engaged with while events are still
fresh and while people still recall clearly what occurred,
when and how. You want to have the opportunity for
those conducting the review not only to go and visit
those communities and speak to the individuals
concerned but also to see firsthand the impact of the
floods, how the floods caused devastation and how they
moved. That firsthand experience and evidence is
critical to a comprehensive review that is actually going
to assist us in preparing for future flood events.
I thought it was important that the government should
take action, and I was concerned by its inaction in this
area. I suspect that concern was intensified by the fact
that for some communities this had been the third event
in the last 12 months. We know that with climate
change we will be seeing more and more unusual and
extreme events, and it is really important that the
government assist communities by helping them to plan
better.
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Part of the issue in terms of the delay is that people are
now cleaning up, they are starting to think about the
rebuilding and they are starting to rebuild. It is
important to get the review under way so that any
findings of that review can be incorporated into the
rebuilding stage. It is important to learn the lessons of
the review and to do so in a timely manner so that as
people rebuild and start putting their homes back
together they are able to do so in a way that ensures that
the best technology and the best science are used.
It was on that basis that seven days ago I forwarded my
notice to the Leader of the Government, Mr David
Davis, and I was very pleased yesterday when the
government responded by announcing that it would
conduct that review. In that sense I am pleased the
proposed review has had some impact. However, I am
very concerned about one aspect of the details that have
emerged concerning the review the government has
announced. While, as I said, I welcome the fact that we
will have a review — and I hope it is comprehensive
and leaves no stone unturned, and we are yet to see
some of those details — what concerns me is that it
appears the report will be submitted to the Premier. It
appears that the report — certainly the interim report
and the final report — will be submitted to the Premier.
I would have thought it would be appropriate that the
report would also be submitted to the public. I want to
make sure that there is a commitment by this
government to openness and transparency, a
commitment that the report to the Premier will be made
available to the public as soon as possible.
I urge the government to make sure that the review is
unrestricted, that it is a root-and-branch review, that it
looks at every facet of flood preparedness, that it
ensures a proper reckoning and that it takes into
account the fact that we know there are going to be
more events of this type in the future. This review
should help ensure that the devastation and impact on
people’s lives is minimised, because if we do not take
this opportunity to learn, then we are putting the
community at risk of the same flood events in the
future. There will be the same consequences to the
financial wellbeing of the people in those communities
and even greater consequences in terms of devastation
to communities and devastation to individuals’
emotional lives and otherwise.
I urge the house to support the motion. Again I thank
the government for taking up the motion and
responding through its announcement of a review
yesterday. Now I urge the government to get on with
the job.
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Mrs PETROVICH (Northern Victoria) — I rise to
respond on behalf of the government to the motion put
by Mr Tee. I reiterate on behalf of the government that
this is an ongoing issue for many communities. Many
of the floodwaters, particularly in northern Victoria,
have not peaked, so it is very important that we be
sensitive to what these communities are going through
and be mindful of providing real and practical
assistance to them. Any attempt to politicise this issue
would be in very poor taste.
We have learnt a number of lessons from the bushfires
royal commission and Black Saturday, and the Baillieu
government has acted quickly to implement immediate
assistance for the communities that have now been
affected, the details of which I will go through in a
moment.
Before I move into the main body of the government’s
response I would like to put on record our sympathy for
people in other states who are being impacted upon by
floodwaters and bushfires, including cyclone and
flooding in Queensland and the bushfires that are
causing difficulties in Western Australia. New South
Wales has also been affected by flooding. There is a
real irony in the diversity of weather patterns across our
states, and some fabulous people are out there
volunteering, helping and getting things on track. Some
great leadership has also been shown, including that of
the current Queensland Premier, Anna Bligh, who is to
be commended.
I would also like to pay tribute to our emergency
services personnel, who have once again responded
selflessly. Our Country Fire Authority and State
Emergency Service officers and Victoria Police are
always on the spot and ready to assist. Other volunteer
organisations that deserve recognition include the
Country Women’s Association, Lions clubs, Rotary
clubs, BlazeAid — which was mentioned yesterday —
and many others that, in their usual style, have pitched
in to assist. Volunteers have come from other states,
while volunteers have left Victoria to assist people in
Queensland and firefighters have left Victoria to assist
those in Western Australia. In true Australian style,
when we have some difficulties we all jump in to help
each other.
In response to our current flood crisis, the Baillieu
government has established a comprehensive review of
a range of issues, including flood warnings and
emergency responses, which is to be undertaken in
response to the severe flooding across Victoria. The
Premier has been out on the ground from day one, as
have other coalition members, to assess the damage in
each area — the difficulties, the emotional traumas, the
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physical injuries and the damage to property and
lifestyles. This is an ongoing issue for Victorians.
This is the third time floods have affected Victoria, and
we are very mindful of that. In January alone more than
20 per cent of Victoria was affected by floods, and that
included 1800 properties and 5000 people in 83 towns
across the state. We will continue to support
flood-affected communities in their clean-up efforts.
Today we are announcing a further extensive review to
ensure that every effort is undertaken, in particular to
investigate aspects of flood mitigation management and
recovery as well as identifying the best ways to manage
major flood events in the future.
In his motion, Mr Tee highlighted four key points. In
our evaluation of the current situation we have
addressed seven key points. In 2010–11 the flood
warnings and response review will examine the
adequacy of flood predictions and modelling; the
timeliness and effectiveness of warnings and public
information; emergency services command and control
arrangements; the adequacy of evacuations of people
most at risk, including those in health and aged-care
facilities; the adequacy of clean-up and recovery
efforts; the adequacy of servicing delivery by federal,
state and local governments; and the adequacy of
funding provided by state and federal governments for
emergency services grants.
In this review we will seek advice from experts in the
field of flood management, and it will involve extensive
community consultation, especially with regard to
emergency warnings and evacuations. We have a time
line on this report, and it will be submitted by the
Premier by 30 June, with the final report due on
1 December. We believe that the findings of this report
and the review will help guide the coalition
government’s response and planning to make sure
Victoria is better equipped to deal with similar severe
flooding events in the future.
It is very important to note that with the frequency of
these natural disasters we need to be prepared and we
need to be cognisant that it is important to have
adequate responses and planning, and in our response
that will be something we will be right on top of.
The Auditor-General’s report Managing Stormwater
Flooding Risks in Melbourne tabled in July 2005 noted:
Agencies face a number of challenges in reducing existing
flood risks for their stakeholders:
increasing high-density development has reduced the
area of porous surfaces that soak up stormwater …
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… urban development has occurred without full
knowledge of the location of flood risk areas;
flood mitigation work such as increasing the drainage
capacity or constructing retarding basins is usually too
difficult and expensive because of the existing pattern of
urban development.

Unfortunately 11 years of neglect and a lack of proper
planning has led to a range of issues, and a
one-size-fits-all planning scheme has not helped. The
underfunding of local councils and an increase in their
responsibilities has made it increasingly difficult for
them to be on top of some of the immediate issues for
communities. We are very committed to providing
proper planning and an appropriate response to the
needs of communities. We have a growing community
in Victoria, and it is important that we ensure that with
growth comes appropriate planning from a social and
infrastructure point of view.
In the very early days of the floods I was very proud of
our Premier, Ted Baillieu, who was out on the ground
along with our coalition colleagues visiting many
communities across the flood-affected regions. This is
not the first time; he also attended those regions at the
time of the two previous inundations.
We acknowledge Victorians’ toughness and resilience,
but Victorians in rural areas have been through 11 years
of drought and have suffered through bushfires; they
need our support. One of the issues I would like to
highlight today from a local representative’s
perspective is the plight of our rural communities which
have been through 11 years of drought; many of them
have been fire affected; they are now flood affected.
Much of the infrastructure in these communities has
been damaged by not one but three floods. Some of the
roads that local councils have replaced have had to be
replaced up to three times. Many of the special projects
in parks and gardens have been destroyed more than
twice. The grounds of the Newbridge Football Club,
which house not only the football club but also the
tennis club and the netball association, have been
completely destroyed. As I said in my contribution to
the condolence motion yesterday, we have to
acknowledge that these communities are reliant on
these places as their meeting places and for their social
gatherings, and they are very important to the health
and wellbeing of those communities.
It will be very important to assist the rural communities
and the farming communities in particular; as I said,
they have been through 11 years of drought. It has been
a very tough time financially. We need to assist them in
some way to replace fences. Many of those fences are
uninsured and are uninsurable. We need to give them a
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start and acknowledge that the good year that they were
going to have after 11 years of very bad crops has been
wiped out. They will now have to use their winter feed
on the surviving stock, which will leave them short
over the winter period.
It is important that we acknowledge the difficulties
these communities will undergo. In my travels I have
seen the same expressions on people’s faces as I saw
after the bushfires. Many people in these communities
have been traumatised. There is talk of post-traumatic
stress; this condition is very real and it is very sad. The
difficulty is that those suffering from this condition
often do not ask for assistance, particularly the blokes.
On behalf of the Baillieu government I need to say to
those people that we are there for them.
In the very early days after the January floods we
announced an extensive program, which was headed up
by a cabinet flood task force chaired by the Premier,
Ted Baillieu. The task force was to coordinate
immediate additional help for affected families,
businesses and communities, providing food and
assisting with clean-up. Support for local councils was
forthcoming in the management, collection and
clean-up of household goods, as I mentioned yesterday.
The waiving of associated fees, assisting local councils
with the clean-up, was very important. As part of those
measures there was a $5 million fund for tipping, waste
disposal and restoration of streetscapes, which was
administered by municipal emergency coordination
centres across the state.
There were also initial services for affected
communities providing food, generators, kitchens for
hire, toilets for hire, feed for livestock and immediate
assistance with the recovery and return of stray stock.
Financial support of up to $15 000 for clean-up and
restoration grants was brought in. State and
commonwealth financial support for community groups
has been around $4 million and will provide
community groups with recovery activities and
community asset repairs.
Funding has been provided for repairs to infrastructure,
including roads and bridges, for communities and local
governments. In my travels, as well as in the travels of
many members, we have seen that that is one of the big
issues for rural communities and local government.
Many of these councils are cash-strapped because they
have such small communities and low rate bases. They
struggle to keep up to date with funding for their
hundreds of kilometres of road infrastructure, and this
funding will assist with that.
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There has been assistance for agriculture in consultation
with the Victorian Farmers Federation — and the VFF
has been doing a fabulous job in response to needs
around fodder and assistance with fencing. We also
need to ensure that insurance claims made by affected
people are processed as quickly as possible. It is very
frustrating when that does not happen.
I would also like to commend the Premier on the
bringing in of the Victorian Red Cross flood appeal.
The Red Cross was fantastic after Black Saturday; it
was on the ground immediately. The coalition will
provide an initial $1 million contribution to this fund —
as a starting point. One of the issues concerning me and
many others in the coalition is assistance for business
and tourism. It was mentioned in coalition members’
contributions yesterday that some areas that have
recovered very quickly are open for business. As part of
the recovery it will be important for us to ensure that
tourism is supported. There is an additional $1 million
fund for supporting business and tourism in areas that
have been flood affected.
In conclusion, in response to Mr Tee’s motion I will say
that he mentioned the previous government’s
post-Black Saturday review. I must say a very different
management style has been in place since the
November election, and in no way do we wish to
replicate the last 11 years of the Bracks and Brumby
governments.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — The
Greens believe it is appropriate there be a review of the
recent flood events in Victoria and that it be conducted
at arm’s length from the mechanics of government. The
floods were costly and disruptive, and the effects will
continue to be felt for years. Most importantly, this is
not the last time we will face such an event.
The issues that deserve public exposure include the
effectiveness of the emergency response in the clean-up
or the aftermath as well as the preparation and actions
taken to mitigate the effects. The aim of this inquiry
will of course be to put the lessons learnt into the public
domain so that all with an interest can play their part in
minimising the effects of the next major flood. I
welcome the government’s timely announcement,
made yesterday, that it will ask Mr Neil Comrie to head
up such an investigation.
Flood-plain mapping indicates that large parts of
northern Victoria are subject to inundation during these
events, so the scale of the flood would not have been
any surprise to the responsible authorities. However,
just going by early reports, we experienced some
record-breaking flood levels, and that is important. As
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well as the economic losses of production and property,
there are public assets to be rebuilt and impacts on
human health and wellbeing which could include those
effects of dampness and disease that can be chronic and
can remain for some time to come. I would not expect
yet that ministers, particularly the ministers in this
house, would have a complete picture for us of the
impacts in areas such as housing, urban planning, the
environment and public assets, but by the time we come
back here in March I have no doubt we will have that
assessment and that there will be an opportunity for us
to learn a bit more about that.
For Mr Comrie to address the very first of his terms of
reference, that relating to flood mitigation, we will need
to answer the question: how big will the next flood be,
and how soon will it be? If it sounds like I am
suggesting some sort of crystal ball exercise there, in
fact that is exactly the kind of data that hydrologists,
flood engineers and planners work with. It is essential
data they use to do their work. It is a requirement of the
Water Act that flood planning be done on a
1-in-100-year flood basis. That is a colloquial
description; technically what that refers to is a 1 per
cent annual probability of that event occurring. That
means the probability of such a flood happening next
year, if it was the 1-in-100-year flood, is 1 per cent, just
like the probability of having such an event this year
was 1 per cent. Flipping six heads in a row with the toss
of a coin does not change the probability of that next
coin toss being 50:50. We need to approach this issue
as if the next flood is right around the corner.
To minimise these effects we need better planning for
flood mitigation. Section 203 of the Water Act requires
the Minister for Water and the responsible authorities to
create floodways and land-subject-to-inundation
overlays to restrict or guide development in flood-prone
areas. There are two instruments: floodways are
typically for areas where water is likely to be moving
very fast and doing damage in that way, whereas the
broader land-subject-to-inundation overlay indicates
that water may rise as a result of a flood spreading over
a flood plain.
I have been able to determine that for the Wimmera
River such overlays were updated in 2008 and 2010 via
a public process, and they appeared in Victoria
Government Gazette in that form. I have not been able
to immediately find evidence that this has been done
recently for other northern rivers, so I am left
wondering when the current overlays were created and
on the basis of what assumptions. Section 204 of the
Water Act specifies that the risk to be assessed is on the
basis of a 1 per cent chance of occurrence. This is quite
a small probability, yet we plan for it.
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In order to make these determinations in relation to
urban settlement and long-term planning, particularly
for infrastructure, we would need to make some
assessment of the likely impacts of climate change on
these events. If Mr Comrie is interested, there is a
report on the government’s website entitled
Infrastructure and Climate Change Risk Assessment for
Victoria — Report to the Victorian Government, dated
March 2007. In that report there are a number of
assessments of the likely impact of climate change on
extreme rainfall events to 2030 and 2070. Simply
knowing what the average rainfall might do across a
region of Victoria is not enough for the sort of planning
we need to undertake to mitigate floods. We need to
understand rainfall events that might occur over a
couple of days or even hours and over an area as small
as in the tens of kilometres in order to be able to design
actual measures, whether they be physical structures,
emergency plans or whatever. We could literally be
talking about the impact as it occurs in one small part of
a catchment on one river, thereby affecting one town.

There is further evidence emerging on this issue, and a
number of members in the lower house yesterday
referred to a number of phenomena that were quite
obvious immediately after the floods. For instance, in
the headwaters of the Loddon and Campaspe
catchments we have two sets of large storages. Each
storage holds about 300 gigalitres of water, which is a
significant amount of water and similar to the amount
of water that Melbourne uses in an average year. Back
in June 2010 those storages were pretty close to
bone-dry empty. By following the trace on
Goulburn-Murray Water’s website it can be seen that in
September, Lake Eppalock received something like
100 gigalitres of water, seemingly in one day or at least
in a very small number of days. In December it
received another 70 to 100 gigalitres of water over just
one week. It went from bone dry in July to full to the
brim in December. This means that every bit of rain
that landed on that catchment in January this year went
straight over the spillway and down the Campaspe
River towards Rochester.

Using the mid-range emissions scenario of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the report
finds that increases in extreme daily rainfall are likely
but that decreases are also possible in some regions and
seasons. It finds that by 2070 the annual 1-in-40-year
event becomes 8 to 14 per cent more intense in all
regions except for south-central Victoria. This was
done on the basis of a fine-scale assessment down to
the tens of kilometres and by looking at hourly and
daily rainfall events. While there is a whole range of
different data that comes out of these models, we need
to face the fact that the data we are working from now
is simply the accumulated record for the last 100 or so
years. As a tool to predict the next 100 years, that has
its limitations too, just as computer modelling does.

The member for Rodney in the lower house, Mr Weller,
noted that the river in Rochester peaked at 9.17 metres,
which was above the major flood level of 9.1 metres,
and that as a result 80 per cent of the town was
inundated. He raised the question — although he did
not provide us with the answer — of how the rules for
Lake Eppalock should be changed in order to allow for
some airspace, if you like, for the purposes of flood
mitigation. I do not have the full data on how
Goulburn-Murray Water operated the Eppalock storage
during this period — that data will eventually appear on
the government’s water monitoring website; perhaps in
a few months time — but it is pretty clear to me that
that dam was filled up and left that way without
anybody expecting there to be a third significant rainfall
event in January and that no significant airspace was
created in that dam. We will have to learn a little bit
more about that. A similar situation occurred at the
Loddon storages, and Bridgewater was the first town to
be affected downstream.

The results from the models are quite variable, but in a
lot of cases they show quite significant increases in
extreme rainfall events during spring and summer,
which is exactly what we have just seen with the quite
unusual rain event that happened in the middle of
January when we are all normally baking in the heat. At
the more extreme end of some of the estimates they are
looking at a 24 per cent increase in the severity of the
1-in-40-year event in north-western Victoria. Whether
you want to use the last 100 years, the most recent flood
or a computer simulation, there are some large numbers
to be plugged into our new flood models, and it is
essential that that is done. If we do not do that and if we
avoid that exercise at the first step in the first terms of
reference of this inquiry on flood mitigation, how will
all the other aspects of flood response make sense?
They will not.

The Minister for Water also told us that newly
constructed chicken meat sheds owned by Hazeldene at
Prairie were built 1 metre above the
1-in-100-year-flood level, yet they were flooded. So a
comprehensive exercise involving a review of our flood
levels by the Minister for Water and his delegates —
usually the catchment management authorities — with
the results to be inserted into the planning scheme of
the Minister for Planning needs to take place rapidly
before we can even begin to do all the other parts of the
flood response exercise. I have no doubt the
government will not simply be outsourcing that to
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Mr Comrie; the government will be working on it as we
go along.
Just to finish on the subject of climate change impacts,
that matter feeds into the climate change adaptation
plan that the government is now required by law to
prepare by December 2012. The act sets out that it must
contain, firstly, an outline and risk assessment of the
potential impacts of climate change on various regions
of Victoria specified in the plan and, secondly, a
statement from the government of Victoria of statewide
priorities and strategic responses for adaptation to
potential impacts of climate change. I certainly hope
this inquiry will provide some of the information
necessary to begin preparing that plan.
It is quite notable when you look at the rainfall map for
the week immediately preceding the floods and the
beginning of the week of the floods that there was an
extreme rainfall burst. It is quite obvious from the map.
It occurred right at the headwaters of the Campaspe and
Loddon rivers. It was a significant amount of rainfall;
we were told by the Minister for Water that in one
instance the area received what would normally be
two-thirds of its annual rainfall over a series of just a
few days. That obviously is an extreme event, and it is
clear that it has exceeded the planning predictions that
we were making. It is incredibly important that we
readjust our expectations of future floods so that we can
then work on all those other aspects and ensure that the
community is better able to respond.
The actions this government takes now will determine
how it is judged when the next flood inevitably comes,
and none of us knows when that will be. For that reason
we welcome the government’s establishment of an
inquiry. We will obviously be watching it closely and
participating in it. We will also be by asking questions
of ministers in this house and working through those
other mechanisms. We therefore support Mr Tee’s
motion. In doing so we send our best wishes to
flood-affected communities. We will work with them to
ensure that they recover speedily and are able to
maintain their vision for the future of their
communities, which everyone hopes will be a
prosperous one.
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — I speak in
support of the motion moved by Mr Tee, and in doing
so I welcome the government’s announcement that it
will establish an inquiry into the Victorian floods. I was
pleased to hear from Mrs Petrovich the outline of some
of the details of the inquiry the government will
undertake. I also acknowledge the efforts the
government is making to support communities across
this state that have been affected by the floods.
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Yesterday members reflected on the impact of the
floods of the last few months on eastern Australia and
on Victoria in particular. Many members spoke with
great feeling about the pain many Victorians have
endured as they waited, for days in some cases, for the
waters to slowly rise or, as they rapidly mobilised in
other circumstances, to manage flash floods that took
communities by surprise. In all cases, whether they
were on the land or living in the towns and cities,
people were supported by the State Emergency Service
(SES), Victoria Police, local, state and commonwealth
government departments, community organisations
such as the Red Cross, and neighbours and families.
Victorians are experienced in dealing with natural
disasters. We need only look at the way communities
work together in the face of natural disasters to
appreciate the phenomenal expertise and organisational
effectiveness that exist in almost every town in this
state. This high capacity does not happen of itself. We
can see that many other countries cannot match what
we achieve here. The media and others often attribute
this community skill and competence to some kind of
inherent Australian superiority — that somehow it is
the Aussie spirit of mateship that gets us through. This
is nonsense of course. People all over the world care
and risk life and limb for each other every bit as much
as Australians. We do not have a monopoly on
tight-knit communities, and we do not have a monopoly
on spirit or bravery.
But what we do have is wealth, social stability and a
huge capacity to research and learn from accumulated
experience. The critical tool we have adopted is the
expert, publicly transparent inquiries that examine the
ways our organisations conduct themselves in
protecting the community in the face of disaster.
Through this process the evidence is marshalled, the
experiences of individuals and communities are
documented, witnesses are cross-examined, expert
opinion is enlisted and recommendations are made to
improve the practice and hold to account those who
failed in their responsibility and duty.
Experience tells us that governments are popular during
a natural disaster crisis because at those times the
community looks for leadership, everyone works
together and criticism is constrained. But once the crisis
passes and the long march of recovery and
reconstruction is under way, critics begin to throw light
on the errors and failures of those in authority. The
inquiries unravel the complex story of achievement,
shortcomings and failure, and little by little
governments sustain protracted criticism.
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The bushfires royal commission is the most recent
example of this. The former Brumby government was
well aware of this political trajectory, and it did not
delude itself when it appointed the Honourable Bernard
Teague to head up the inquiry into the February 2009
bushfires. It knew it would inevitably sustain some
political damage, but the imperative to reveal the truth
could not be compromised for political advantage.
Citizens have the right to know, and this generation has
a responsibility to maximise the security of future
generations by improving practice so we can continue
to be resilient, self-reliant and capable in the face of
natural disasters such as the recent floods.
In January the floods were confined initially to the rural
north-west of the state, and in some areas, such as Swan
Hill, Robinvale and Mildura, there was a prolonged and
slow rise of the waters. More recently, high humidity
and heavy rain resulting from the southern flow of
warm air from the low-pressure system left over from
Cyclone Yasi, caused many flash floods across
metropolitan Melbourne and in West Gippsland.
As members on both sides of the house indicated
yesterday during the debate on Mr Davis’s condolence
motion, the floods have affected 27 municipalities,
97 townships and 3000 homes and impacted on the
lives of around 7500 individuals. Hundreds of dairy and
beef cattle, thousands of sheep and hundreds of
thousands of birds are dead or missing and lost to
producers. As well, farmers have sustained major losses
of fencing and field crops as well as grazing pasture,
and there has been extensive damage to roads, bridges
and community infrastructure. The loss has been
significant, and yesterday Mr Davis put a provisional
figure on the cost of the floods of around $340 million.
The response to the floods has involved a wide range of
actors. I have already mentioned the State Emergency
Service, the Country Fire Authority, Victoria Police, the
Red Cross, St John’s Ambulance, the Country
Women’s Association and all the service clubs that
have carried out a range of initiatives during the flood
incidents.
People affected by the floods have lots of ideas and
experiences that need to be taken into account in any
inquiry. For example, they have asked the government
to provide financial support to local councils so they
can defer rates instalments and charges for
flood-affected ratepayers. I understand they have also
asked for support for farmers through the appointment
of local boundary fencing coordinators and the
provision of teams of engineers and other expert
surveyors to assess the extent of damage to roads and
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other public infrastructure such as bridges and
community facilities.
I indicated yesterday in my contribution to Mr Davis’s
motion that the West Gippsland floods have devastated
many farmers, spoiling their broccoli, asparagus and
potato harvests. In conversation with one local farmer I
was told that no advance SMS warnings were received
from the SES and that Bunyip residents were inundated
prior to the river bursting its banks; they were being
inundated by water run-off from the uplands — the hill
areas.
I have been told there was also confusion over the
timing of the flood warning. Some say the warning was
posted on the Bureau of Meteorology’s website at
9.15 a.m., and others say it was posted at 3.45 p.m., but
in either case the time was inadequate because the
Bunyip River burst its banks at 4.00 p.m. They tell me
that the evacuation warning to Iona, for example, was
sent at 9.00 p.m. I was told that local people relied on
local knowledge as there was no reliable help from the
SES and that farmers who are suffering fodder loss are
not being assisted by the shire or by the government.
That is what I hear; that is what people are telling me,
and clearly this is an issue that needs to be picked up in
an inquiry. That is why we need an inquiry, and it is
why the inquiry is welcome.
As well, there is the issue of the reported damage
sustained by the desalination plant, which members
would have seen written up in the media, and whether
the state’s stormwater system is adequate. The Deputy
Premier, Peter Ryan, said he thinks the emergency
management system worked effectively, but some
farmers in the Bunyip area do not seem to agree. All
this points to the need for the government to establish
an independent inquiry — which it has done, and that is
welcome — so we can better understand the situation at
the present moment and also to take on board what we
need to do in the future to assist people in any flood
circumstances, which I guess will occur with greater
frequency. The opposition is pleased the government
has decided to instigate a review into the floods. We
believe that the inquiry, headed by Mr Comrie, should
be required to travel to flood-affected areas, which is
accepted practice, to hear from people and to receive
their submissions.
I support Mr Tee’s motion, and I commend it to the
house.
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — Just at this
moment this is still a very real issue. The floods are still
ever present in the north of the state, and certainly our
thoughts are with the people who have been isolated

FLOODS: VICTORIA
Wednesday, 9 February 2011

COUNCIL

and inundated and who have been living with the
constant threat of inundation for a number of weeks
now. Our thoughts go out to those families who find
their properties still in the path of the waters as they
flow toward them.
Sometimes we need to think about and truly try to
understand the lot of someone when their house is
inundated by floodwaters. It has taken quite a while for
me to understand the absolute disconnect they have
from their normal lives. To stay with friends for a
couple of days is an option if you are lucky. Many
people who were not that well connected with various
networks were forced to sleep in evacuation centres set
up by councils and were fed by the local Rotary club.
The Department of Justice had a food van at Charlton
to assist in the feeding of the communities, because the
communities had no way of feeding themselves.
After the initial stage has come and then gone, you find
that these people are aching for their own bed. They are
aching for their own couch and aching for the luxuries
of life. When they are deprived of the normal things of
life then you have to try to understand what they are
going through. Their exhaustion and frustration,
normally coupled with the loss of belongings and
financial hardship, can be coupled with a loss of
production or a loss of stock on the land or the fact that
no-one is going into their store because they are isolated
and cannot get in stock. All of those factors can
contribute to a state of mind which can create a very
dangerous cocktail within our communities. As
parliamentarians we need to be aware of that. We need
to get out into the communities as much as we can, and
we need to understand the hardship that has been
foisted on our people as best we can.
That is why it was so impressive to see the Premier,
Ted Baillieu, and the Deputy Premier, Peter Ryan,
immediately on the job and getting out into the
flood-affected areas and offering support and the
reassurance that this government will not forget
anybody who has been affected by the floods.
The government maintains its stance that it will support
the immediate flood evacuation tasks and the issues
associated with them and will then, through a range of
departments, assist in the clean-up, and following that it
will assist, through policy, in the recovery.
Not only that, the government has been proactive in
realising that there are a number of unanswered
questions and that we need an independent investigator
to have unfettered access to all the issues surrounding
the floods so that we can better prepare for the future. It
has led the way by installing Mr Neil Comrie to lead an
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independent review that will take place immediately.
Mr Comrie has extremely strong credentials. He is seen
as having been thoroughly competent in his role of
ensuring the implementation of the recommendations
of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission.
We have every confidence that he will do an equally
competent job in this inquiry into the floods.
A government press release quotes the Premier as
saying:
The coalition government will continue to support
flood-affected communities in their clean-up efforts, and
today the coalition is also announcing an extensive review to
examine every aspect of flood mitigation management and
recovery and to identify the best way to manage major flood
events in the future.

That is a very important statement. This inquiry is about
examining every aspect of flood mitigation and
management. It is not narrow or pointed so that the
government can get a result that suits it; it is open. If
Mr Comrie believes he needs to inquire into the
clean-up of certain waterways or into the issue that
Mr Barber raised today and Mr Lenders raised
yesterday in the adjournment debate — that even after
the 10 years of drought that has racked the state, we
may need to reserve 10 per cent of airspace at the top of
our water storages as a flood mitigation policy — he
can do so. However, I will comment on Mr Barber’s
statements about Lake Eppalock. Water can only be
released from Lake Eppalock quite slowly. The water
might fill the storage at 100 gigalitres a day in the
middle of a storm, but my understanding is that the size
of the pipe limits the amount of water that can be
released to about 140 megalitres a day, so it will take
several months to release the amount of water that
flowed into the reservoir in one day. It is not as easy to
get the balance right as Mr Barber may have suggested.
Mr Barber interjected.
Mr DRUM — Drill a bigger hole, Mr Barber
suggests. That is another issue that will be investigated
by Mr Comrie, and we welcome that. However, we
need to understand the infrastructure as it stands at the
moment.
Mr Scheffer questioned whether certain residents were
warned in time. Obviously people were inundated; they
were not warned in time. However, it is interesting that
the Deputy Premier was criticised for overreacting and
unnecessarily asking people to leave their houses in the
Koo Wee Rup and Bunyip areas. In a sense it is a bit of
a damned if you do, damned if you don’t situation.
While we understand that it is the role of government to
make these decisions and that when you make a
decision you open yourself up to criticism one way or

FLOODS: VICTORIA
112

COUNCIL

the other, we also need to understand that this is very
much an inexact science. When the catchment
management authority was asked about the height of
the flood that was coming through Rochester in
January, the advice it gave the State Emergency
Service, which was then conveyed to the town meeting,
was some 500 millimetres out — and those
500 millimetres made all the difference in the world
when it came to inundating 80 per cent of the houses in
Rochester. Local knowledge can sometimes be a better
determinant of expected floodwater heights, and the
updating of records will possibly put us in a better
position for future floods.
Another question we need to get our heads around is
whether what happened in January was a 1-in-100-year
flood — so that we now have new 1-in-100-year flood
levels — or a 1-in-200, a 1-in-500 or a 1-in-1000-year
flood event? I do not know how we can find the
answers to these questions, because we simply do not
know. It may not rain like that and our waterways may
not reach those heights again for 500 years. The levels
that were reached in January may have been absolutely
freakish, so should we deny people access to camping
grounds at Newbridge and prevent them from putting
their caravans at Bridgewater or building a new sports
reserve where the previous sports reserve has been
ruined? No-one can give a definitive answer to those
questions.
Mr Tee’s motion notes that 94 towns have been
affected by the floods. I commend the volunteers and
workers who in many instances worked without
authority simply to get the job done and save their
towns. If they had waited for every council to approve
every grader, half the towns that were saved would
have been lost. We need to acknowledge that.
An enormous amount of damage has been done to
infrastructure, in particular roads and bridges. It is
interesting to note that when it was questioned about
road damage the previous government effectively
washed its hands of damage to VicRoads roads, which
are state government roads. In answer to a question
without notice, former Minister Lenders in effect said
there was no road damage on state government
highways. Previously I had been out and had taken a
range of photographs to show him that the damage was
clear and dangerous and needed to be addressed
quickly.
We now know that the damage to our roads and bridges
has been multiplied 100-fold and that it will take a
concerted effort and it will be an expensive process to
go back and fix the roads that are the responsibility of
the state. We also have to understand that the local
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government structure will be incapable of fixing up
damage to local government roads. It has all been hit in
the one go. There needs to be some understanding
about putting in a program around returning our roads
to the state they should be in.
The second paragraph of Mr Tee’s motion is that the
house expresses concern and support for Victorian
families. Certainly he has the full support of both sides
of the house in expressing thanks to and concern and
support for the volunteers and emergency services
workers for the work they have done.
The third paragraph of Mr Tee’s motion calls on
Premier Baillieu to deliver on plans for an independent
review — and it is interesting that he would bother
putting this in because it has already been done. The
review is to:
(a) examine and make recommendations on the state’s
response to the floods —

That will happen; there is no doubt —
(b) recommend improvements to the preparation and
planning for future flood risks —

I am sure that will happen. Everything is on the table;
everything is open with this inquiry —
(c) visit flood-affected communities …

Mr Baillieu has done nothing but visit flood-affected
communities, and Peter Ryan, the Deputy Premier, has
done nothing but visit flood-affected communities.
They have been living this nightmare with our people
day and night, since the first town was inundated, and
they have been constantly on call. All our ministers and
even coalition backbenchers have been up at Cohuna
sandbagging and trying to help the communities. They
have been doing everything they possibly can to help
those communities work their way through this horrible
nightmare.
I do not know why Mr Tee would call on the Premier to
visit flood-affected communities when he has in effect
been living in regional Victoria for the last few weeks.
Then he asks for interim recommendations to be made
by certain dates. We are not going to be working to
Mr Tee’s dates. The dates are already set out, and we
will work to our own agenda, which sets out when the
interim report is handed down and when the final report
is handed down, even though there appears to be little
difference between what Mr Tee has asked for and
what the government has set down for Mr Comrie to
achieve.
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With that I would like to thank all those people I have
worked with over the past few weeks. Whether it be the
people at the Buloke shire, the people at the Loddon
shires or the volunteers at Charlton, Kay Cossar and her
group and Peter Whykes; or whether it be Ronnie
Trimble and Peter Lakey from Newbridge, enormous
support has generated from within the communities
through the volunteers. I want to congratulate all of
them and wish them the best.
We are still not over this. What we have to deal with in
the far north-west of the state is ongoing. We have to
keep a vigilant eye on the weather patterns this
weekend, as we anticipate more rain. Hopefully our
rain events can be spread out over a sufficient period so
that these flood events do not progress in the future.
Hopefully the review that is being put in place by the
Victorian government will more than satisfy what
Mr Tee has called for. I am sure it will, and I am sure
Mr Comrie will produce an outstanding report that will
help us in the future.
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — I also rise in
support of the motion moved by Mr Tee. The
Honourable Daniel Andrews, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Assembly, has been calling for an
inquiry for some time. I am particularly pleased that the
government has now responded, as recently as
4.42 p.m. yesterday, with a media statement
announcing the inquiry, its terms of reference and who
will be conducting it. I am sure many other Victorians
will be looking forward to participating in the inquiry.
I say from the outset that it is important that during the
inquiry added weight be given to the perspective of
regional councils. Most of the devastation has occurred
in outlying rural council areas. Those councils by and
large have small populations, a low ratepayer base and
often a population demographic with a disproportionate
number of older Victorians. They also cover large
geographical areas and, as a result, have significant
infrastructure under their watch. They are faced with a
number of challenges up-front. As recently as yesterday
it was recorded yet again in Hansard that these councils
have not only had the most recent floods but also
experienced floods before Christmas, drought, locusts
and now fires and fruit fly. I say up-front that we really
need to pay attention to the context in which these
disasters have occurred over not just the recent time but
the years leading up to it.
It is important to have an inquiry at this juncture while
we still have vivid memories of our recent experiences
in those local communities and with the knowledge that
has been gained during the past few months. Those
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memories and vivid experiences have been captured by,
obviously, individuals, but they have also been captured
by community organisations, service organisations,
local government and state government, and they are
also being fed through to the federal government. All
those people and organisations have important stories to
tell that need to be fed to the inquiry.
Yesterday I mentioned some issues that have been
raised by a number of people and organisations. I
would now like to quickly go through those and a
couple of others, because it is important to flag the
types of issues that I am already hearing people wanting
to talk through and discuss as part of the inquiry.
The first is the need to get flood mapping done beyond
what has already occurred. Mr Barber pointed to a
number of the northern rivers that desperately need
some work done as quickly as possible. Coupled with
that, we need to have more accurate information about
flood peaking.
We also need to have a broader discussion about the
timely release of finances to get certain things going in
terms of not just individual families but also
community enterprises that really are the hub from
which a number of other things flow. When they are
weak, the rest of the community is weak.
We might also need to look at the way councils are
currently not allowed to use in-house labour to restore
damaged infrastructure if they want to be reimbursed
by government sources. As I mentioned yesterday, the
rule at the moment is that they need to use contractors;
they cannot use council employees. This leads to
greater inefficiencies, and I would argue that it is not
cost effective, but that will be for the inquiry to sort out.
The other issue that has been raised with me is that it is
usually stated that repair work is to include only
restoration, not improvements. When a significant asset
is damaged you really need to understand the context in
which it was damaged and also work out ways in which
the restoration of that asset can include improvements
so that it cannot be damaged to that extent, or damaged
at all, the next time. That is a particular issue that needs
to be talked through in relation to the damage to the
various weirs in our river system. We also need to look
at the nature of emergencies and what needs to be done,
but that proves difficult because rural communities are
at some geographical distance from what that source of
assistance might be.
Another thing that will be very useful in the inquiry is
to get on the record the number of activities that were
undertaken during the floods by local people who came
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up with practical solutions on the run that may not have
necessarily complied with the strict letter of the law. It
would be interesting to see whether the solutions that
were worked through can be applied in the future and
what the implications from their efforts may or may not
be downstream. A good example of this is
sandbagging, and related issues including the height
and location of the sandbagging and what occurs in
terms of legal liability if it does not work. A number of
communities undertook those sorts of activities and
they would welcome some clarification about what may
or may not occur next time there is a flood.
I am particularly looking forward to the inquiry
focusing on the preparation that needs to be undertaken
over and above what occurred in recent times, including
whether our immediate response measures as
individuals, towns or emergency services were
adequate and whether we have the spread of skills and
personnel needed to do the massive audit that is
required on the ground to find and look through all the
areas that have been damaged. That should not be just
in terms of physical damage but should also include an
assessment of the psychological difficulties that are
building up in each of the communities, as has been
highlighted to me by a number of local governments.
We also need to have a proper assessment of small
businesses and agricultural businesses so that we can
have some idea as to the degree of recovery that our
local economies need to work towards. There will be
enormous property damage, and that was spoken about
at large yesterday. A lot of that is going to involve
erosion, damaged fencing, and property and stock
losses, and we will need to look at how we may be able
to assist our agricultural sector, including farmers, in
these areas.
The whole vexed and expensive nature of
infrastructure, including roads, the drainage system,
weirs and community infrastructure, also needs to be
examined. If we can get some of those older members
of the community who can remember the different
floods in their local areas over the years to contribute
their knowledge, I think that will assist enormously in
future flood mapping.
We look forward to this inquiry. I am pleased that
Mr Tee has moved this motion. It just so happens that
the government announced the inquiry yesterday, and I
think everyone will be working hard to ensure that their
issues and voices are heard throughout the inquiry. I
commend this motion to the house.
Motion agreed to.
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Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I move:
That this house requires the Leader of the Government to
table in the Council by 12 noon on Tuesday, 1 March 2011, a
copy of documents detailing the funding agreement (and any
amendments to the original agreement) between the state of
Victoria and HRL Ltd, provided under the energy technology
innovation strategy (ETIS).

This motion requires the Leader of the Government to
table in the Council by the next sitting week a hopefully
not very extensive set of documents detailing the
funding agreement and any amendments to that original
agreement between the state of Victoria and HRL Ltd
to provide state funding for a proposed coal-fired power
plant.
The state and federal governments have promised
$150 million towards the HRL coal-fired power station,
and this motion seeks a copy of that agreement.
Members of the public have a right to know what they
are getting for their money, especially when the amount
is $150 million, and what benefits accrue to the broader
public interest. There are certainly other less polluting
energy generation projects out there, such as gas plants,
that are getting up without such a subsidy, and we
know that this plant will employ few people in either its
construction or operational phases.
The proposal for this plant is a matter of great public
interest — and is becoming more so every day. It is
currently going through its Environment Protection
Authority licensing process and through that process
has attracted 4000 written submissions, mostly in
opposition to the plant. If a licence is issued for this
plant, it will be in a complete policy vacuum with
relation to emissions — certainly emissions from
long-lived infrastructure such as this — particularly
given that this government has no plan or path to
reduce emissions.
This is not a demonstration plant, as it was originally
billed; it is now a full-blown 600-megawatt power plant
which is likely to emit around 3 million tonnes of CO2
per year. The Premier during the election expressed
doubt about his ability to achieve even the modest
20 per cent cut in emissions which is now contained in
legislation that all parties in this Parliament supported.
That task is not going to get any easier if this plant is
approved and then receives a public subsidy to make it
commercial.
The HRL proposal seems to be changing from that
which was originally promised — that is, the use of
clean coal. It is now being billed as using dual gas —
that is, coal gas and natural gas — to fire the plant. The
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technology to be employed back at the time the then
Minister for Energy and Resources, Peter Batchelor,
approved the funding was supposed to be world
leading, but the proposal seems to have been constantly
changing since that original funding commitment, and
of course more than five years have gone by. We
should have the information available to us to
understand how the proposal for the plant has changed
from the original one that the Labor government
committed to funding. For all those reasons the
government should make this funding agreement
public, and we request that it do so according to the
terms of my motion.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — This is the first documents motion we
have debated in this Parliament. I suspect that given the
pattern of such motions in the previous Parliament it
may be the first of many to come. From the new
government’s point of view, as an honest and
accountable government we are happy to make
available documents that are the subject of reasonable
and fair requests made by members.
Mr Viney interjected.
Hon. P. R. HALL — I note that Mr Viney, our new
Deputy President, laughs, because on a number of
occasions in previous parliaments he was standing in
exactly the same position making the same speech that I
guess I will be making. I suppose essentially the
response to Mr Barber is that we will use our best
endeavours to supply the materials.
I might add that this is a project of significance. That is
why it is a project that is the subject of funding from
both state and federal governments. It is also a project
of great significance and interest to me as a
representative of the Eastern Victoria Region and a
person who has lived in the Latrobe Valley for a large
part of my life.
It needs to be put on the record in response to this
motion that there is always going to be some
consideration in relation to a request for documents as
to whether there is any commercial confidentiality
associated with them and whether there is any cabinet
confidentiality associated with them. I expect
Mr Barber would acknowledge that they are
considerations which need to be taken into account,
whether the documents are being requested through this
mechanism — by way of motion in the house — or by
a formal FOI request. Given that this request for
documents relates to details of the funding agreement,
those matters will need to be considered in relation to
the release of the documents. Given the normal
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considerations of what sort of information can be
released, I can assure Mr Barber that the government
will make every effort to comply with his request for
documents.
Mr VINEY (Eastern Victoria) — It is interesting to
be contributing to this debate from a different place.
Hon. M. J. Guy — You’re asking for them now,
mate!
Mr VINEY — No. The position the opposition will
be taking is absolutely consistent with the position that
we took when in government — that is that in relation
to the first request for documents we are happy for the
house to make such a request, and we always were.
Despite Mr Guy’s cynical expression, we never
opposed the first request for documents. In fact I
suspect Mr Hall may well have read one or two of my
speeches, because his words were quite consistent with
what we said. He probably did not need to; he heard
them often enough. Of course the request for
documents should be made, and the consideration of
that request should be in accordance with the principles
of executive privilege.
What is interesting about these documents that have
been called for, and the reason the government is
probably very happy to be cooperative with this request
is that it appears these documents actually relate to the
previous government’s discussions. If the new
government were so inclined, it would choose to release
the documents whether the house asked for them or not.
I suspect that is why the government has been quite
cooperative in this first instance.
I know that members on the other side are wanting to
suggest that I am in fact taking a different position to
the one I took in the past, but I am not. My position is
exactly the same: the house may make a first request
for documents and the government of the day should
consider that request in accordance with the principles
of executive privilege, commercial-in-confidence and
cabinet confidentiality matters, as it would in the
normal process of an FOI request or any other request
for documents.
It is interesting that the new government, with
21 members in this chamber, has not proposed a new
version of what was in the last Parliament’s sessional
order 21. It has not proposed that, and it has not
proposed the process which it imposed upon the
previous government — a process of insistence and a
process that in fact led to the suspension of the then
Leader of the Government.
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The new government has been absolutely inconsistent
with the position it took when in opposition. The
government has not proposed a sessional order that
complies with the sessional order that it put in place
when it was in opposition. I suspect this is a sign of the
new government’s mere lip-service to the issues of
accountability and openness and that the real test will
come when this house requests documents that relate to
the new government. Having 21 members in this place,
the real test of the new government will be whether or
not in those instances it is prepared to support a motion,
just as the opposition did on motions requesting
documents when it was in government. That is when
the real test will occur on these matters. The question
will be whether or not the new government will support
the request for new documents that relate to its
activities as a government, as we did when those
requests were initially made.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I thank
the minister and Mr Viney from the Labor opposition
for what clearly is going to be support for this motion.
Briefly in reply let me say to the minister that in this
case we are talking about a document that is a funding
agreement between a company and the government, so
I would be highly surprised if there was a cabinet
confidentiality aspect that would have to be considered,
that the cabinet’s seal has been broken by providing a
document to a private company. On
commercial-in-confidence considerations, I have no
doubt that, as a member of this chamber, the minister
will be balancing both the advice he receives from the
solicitor-general and the advice he previously received
from Bret Walker. Clearly the minister has the option to
remove any information that is highly sensitive from a
commercial perspective.
In relation to Mr Viney’s comments, I do not believe
this document is the creation or property of a particular
government; it is a funding agreement between the state
of Victoria and a commercial enterprise, therefore
no-one can claim ownership of it. However, I note the
government is still considering its position on its
attitude to commercial-in-confidence matters. As far as
I know we have not yet received the previously hidden
parts of the desalination contract, so I have no doubt
that government members will be considering that
matter together with this one and other issues they have
about the release of information that might relate to the
commercial affairs of a particular company.
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GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed from 21 December; motion of
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) for
adoption of address-in-reply.
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — It is a
pleasure to speak on the address-in-reply, particularly
from this side of the house. In commencing I should
congratulate the many people who stood in my region,
the Northern Metropolitan Region, including my new
colleague Mr Ondarchie, who has already made a
tremendous impression on us all in this great chamber. I
welcome him.
The election of 27 November last year was a seminal
moment in Victoria’s history. Victorians had to decide
between following a path, which would have led to
where New South Wales is today, and changing —
changing for the better. Victorians have sent a very
clear message that the days of inappropriate and rogue
behaviour of the past government, particularly in
relation to planning, are over. It is important to note the
result of that election and what occurred in terms of the
alliance between Labor and the Greens.
Mr Barber interjected.
Hon. M. J. GUY — I note that Mr Barber has gone
back to his old days of interjecting. Welcome back,
Greg! The one thing we did notice was how much all
around Australia the Greens talked themselves up as the
new saviours — the new 20 per cent of the voters, the
new people who were going to win lower house seats.
In Hansard last year Mr Barber is reported as saying
the Greens were going to have majorities in both
houses, but the people of Victoria found Greens
policies to be wanting, as they did the policies of the
now Labor opposition.
Mr Barber — Do you reckon?
Hon. M. J. GUY — Mr Barber, the Labor Party is
now in opposition, so the answer to that is: yes, I do
reckon — I do reckon so, mate!
The reality is that Victorians have voted for a clear
change, particularly in the planning portfolio. Having
been a shadow minister for four years, after producing a
comprehensive planning policy for Victorians I noted
the contrast between Labor and the coalition.

I thank members for their support of my motion.
Mr Tee interjected.
Motion agreed to.
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Hon. M. J. GUY — Mr Tee had 11 years in
government, and what did his mate Mr Madden
produce? Not a single page!
Mr Tee interjected.
Hon. M. J. GUY — Mr Tee talks about
Melbourne @ 5 Million and Melbourne 2030 —
documents produced by public servants. Members of
the Labor Party are now running around saying, ‘This is
our election policy’. Where was their strategic agenda?
What did they believe in as an ideology? What did they
fundamentally believe in after 11 years? I will give
Mr Tee a guarantee: should we be here in 11 years time
we will not be letting public servants draft our election
documents. We will draft our own policies based on our
ideology — our own beliefs and our own values. Our
policies will not be based on opinion polling and push
polling done by others through FOI requests. Our
policies will be based on the fundamental core values of
the Liberal Party and The Nationals.
During the last election Baillieu government members
campaigned decisively on urban renewal, including
Fishermans Bend and the projects around E-gate and
the areas to the west of Melbourne which will see the
largest areas for urban change in Melbourne — indeed
in Australia — since the redevelopment of Canberra.
These things are real.
An advantage Melbourne has over other major cities in
Australia is its ability to renew its inner urban centres
with minimal infrastructure upgrades and to put in
place infrastructure that is cost efficient and cost
effective. We can put in place higher density dwellings
that can be accommodated in areas of a predominantly
industrial or commercial base that can deal with
substantial change over many decades. Members of this
government have said that we will put those processes
and structures in place in the term of this government,
and I am proud to say that the Baillieu government will
achieve that commitment.
We will deliver on urban renewal for Victoria, and we
will deliver on outer urban growth. We have said that
our boundary in growth areas should be examined
every two years by an independent process that does
not involve planning advisers or government advisers
on level 1 at 1 Treasury Place picking whose land
should be or should not be within an urban growth
boundary.
The fundamental and important core policy in relation
to planning — transparency — will be adhered to by
the Baillieu government. We will have a clear and
fundamental approach when it comes to planning our
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outer urban growth areas that will mean that people will
be able to apply through an independent, merit-based
process that will not be assessed by government
advisers or the minister. Who knows who drafted the
boundaries or actually approved the boundaries for the
2010 expansion of the urban growth boundary?
Mr Barber — Parliament did.
Hon. M. J. GUY — It did, but the Greens did not
even show up for the vote, so how would Mr Barber
know? The Greens did not even show up for the vote!
So much for being opposed to it.
But who knew who came up with those final
recommendations? We do not know; however, we do
know that under a coalition government an independent
process will be put in place so that everyone will know.
The people of Victoria will have a very clear
understanding of the merits of what will and will not be
involved in a boundary review process. Let me contrast
that with what this government has taken over. What I
will note today, and what my colleagues Mr Finn and
Mrs Peulich have noted in the past, is the incredible
change in the relationship between the Labor Party and
the Greens in the last four months, particularly in
relation to planning. Here we have two parties the
members of which were at each others’ throats last
year. We had Mr Lenders calling the Greens ‘the Green
political party’. Do you remember all of that?
Mr Lenders could not even say the word ‘Green’ with
an S on the end — he had to say ‘the Green political
party’.
During the first lunch of the new parliamentary sitting
period I noticed Mr Lenders puckering up to the
Greens. He was having lunch with them. It was all kiss
and make-up; all is forgiven. The Left has come back to
itself and the socialists have united again — that is, the
Greens and the Socialist Left spokespeople for the
Labor Party. I noticed soon after that, in fact on the
news the next night, Daniel Andrews, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Assembly, was asked a very
important question: ‘Mr Andrews, are you still a
socialist?’
An honourable member interjected.
Hon. M. J. GUY — Yes, but he is a member of the
Socialist Left and thinks the Berlin Wall should still be
standing. It is a question that should be asked. Are you
still a socialist, Mr Andrews? Mr Andrews answered
that socialism had moved on nowadays. I ask Mr Tee,
who is a member of the Socialist Left, if he is still a
socialist? Is Jacinta Allen still a socialist? Is Daniel
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Andrews still a socialist? Do they think the Berlin Wall
should still be standing or not? Come in spinner!
Mr Tee — On a point of order, Acting President, the
reply to the Governor’s address is a broad document,
but on relevance I question the extent to which Mr Guy
has digressed.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Elasmar) —
Order! My understanding is that it is a broad debate, but
Mr Guy should return to the debate.
Hon. M. J. GUY — I notice the coalition of the
Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks is now one which is
unable to sustain any criticism. Of course if Brezhnev
wants me to stop, I will cease and go back to something
more worthwhile from his point of view. I refer to the
last time the former government issued a planning
policy, which was in 2006 and which advocated
Melbourne 2030, a one-size-fits-all policy.
Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Hon. M. J. GUY — That is a very good question,
Mr Ondarchie. Who did write it? It was written by
public servants. It did not even have the hand of the
government in it, supposedly, and yet the government
adopted the policy and said it was its own. The
government said it had this grand new vision for
Melbourne which pleased no-one and had very little
consultation. It was designed to get the Greens
preferences at the 2002 election — —
Mr Barber interjected.
Hon. M. J. GUY — And it achieved that.
Mr Barber and the Greens endorsed Labor preferences
in 2006 — the government they supposedly hated —
and also in 2010. In fact Justin Madden, now the
member for Essendon in the Assembly, is only back in
this Parliament because of Greens preferences, as are
the members for Eltham, Narre Warren North, Albert
Park and others. A whole bunch of Bolsheviks have
been elected to Parliament on Greens preferences —
and that is the only reason they are back in the
Parliament.
Melbourne 2030, which all those Greens-preferenced
members were elected on the back of, is now dead.
They all said it was a good policy for Melbourne.
Melbourne 2030 is over. The concept of building
anything anywhere is over. This city will have what we
have always been good at: structured, proper planning
which meets community expectations, meets long-term
goals of population accommodation and maintains a
livability of which Melbourne should be proud. It has
been vastly diminished during the last decade, which
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was the decade of anything anywhere. It was a rogue
decade for planning in Victoria which saw planning
treated with disdain and community and councils
treated with disdain by a government elected on the
mantra of standing up for democracy. Indeed, Steve
Bracks, who was elected in 1999 to stand up for
democracy, did more than any other Premier in
Victoria’s history to diminish local democracy, and that
will be his legacy in terms of democracy in this state.
The members who sit opposite, who are now in
opposition, never expected to be there.
Mr Barber interjected.
Hon. M. J. GUY — Nor did Mr Barber expect them
to be there, but they are there because when you treat
people with contempt you get what you deserve — and
Labor treated people with contempt when it came to
planning. This government, as I said, has a very
different agenda. We genuinely believe in taking the
councils and communities with us on planning. We
believe that is part of the solution. We do not see them
as part of the problem. We may not agree on
everything, but we want to engage as many people as
we can in this process rather than simply treating them
with contempt.
The coalition government will not sit by and see
Melbourne turned into an unlivable version of Sydney.
The coalition Baillieu government will see Melbourne
as part of a structured, proper and transparent planning
policy, a planning vision which embraces people and
growth but which also says that growth must occur
sustainably in certain areas. Importantly, those who
advocated the 2030 line, the Labor Party and the
Greens, those who never stood up vocally against
amendment VC71, such as the Labor Party and the
Greens, should hang their heads in shame for the
damage that has been done to the built form of our city
over the last decade.
A number of members have been elected to this side of
the house from rural and regional Victoria. They saw
their communities treated in a one-size-fits-all
approach, from Mallacoota and Moe to Cape
Bridgewater and up to Mildura. The Labor Party view
on planning in country Victoria was simply that they
were all farms or towns. It took a blanket approach and
felt that those in country Victoria did not really matter,
that they could all work it out for themselves.
However, the coalition government seeks to ensure that
regional Victoria is treated on a regional basis, because
there is great disparity between Gippsland and the
Mallee, South Gippsland and West Gippsland or the
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valley or East Gippsland. This government believes that
we should preserve the character of those areas of
regional Victoria to ensure that regional Victoria can
prosper from its own benefits and strengths. The
one-size-fits-all policy of Justin Madden and John
Brumby in planning for regional Victoria is over.
This government believes country and regional
Victorians have a right to set their own planning policy
for local areas as part of a cooperative relationship with
the state government. We do not believe in a top-down
approach out of 8 Nicholson Street. We have already
begun those processes because we believe regional
Victoria plays a very important part in the growth of the
state into the future. That is one of the key reasons we
put on the table $1 billion over eight years for
regionalisation and decentralisation, because it will
provide incentives for people to live outside the
Melbourne metropolitan area.
Under the previous decade-long regime, the 11 dark
years of the Bracks and Brumby governments, we saw
regional Victoria treated with complete contempt.
There was a failure to understand regional Victoria, so
much so that to buy a brand-new greenfields block of
land in Traralgon today is more expensive than land in
some areas of metropolitan Melbourne. How on earth is
that a way of incentivising people to go back to regional
Victoria?
The previous government spent over $1 billion to
upgrade the railway line hoping people would move to
Traralgon and then subsequently put a boundary around
the town. It did not expand Traralgon; it increased land
value to the extent that people could not buy into the
market. It constricted growth in Traralgon, a regional
centre. That is what you get when you have a
government in office for 11 years that is fundamentally
out of touch with community aspirations for where
regional cities should be.
The coalition government has committed itself to a
visionary planning policy for this state. As I said earlier,
this is a policy that was unmatched by my political
opponent Justin Madden, now the member for
Essendon in the Assembly and formerly Minister for
Planning, who issued nothing. After spending four
years learning to be the Minister for Planning his vision
for Victoria was a blank sheet of paper. He failed to
appear in public during the election campaign except on
two occasions when he issued staged releases and on
another occasion when, after a week of pressuring, he
participated in a debate with me on 774 ABC radio. At
the end of the day the 13.5 per cent swing against him
in the seat of Essendon was indicative of how
Victorians felt the last planning regime had been
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administered. He was re-elected only on the preferences
of the Greens; the green Bolsheviks put him back into
Parliament.
I simply say: planning in this state from now on will
never return to the rogue days of the Labor regime of
the last decade. We will conduct planning in a
visionary, long-term manner to bring people with us.
We may not agree on everything, but at the end of the
day there will be a philosophical approach to bringing
people with the new government and not treating
councils and communities with contempt, which is
what has been done for the last 11 years.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr TEE (Eastern
Metropolitan).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

STATUTE LAW REVISION BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) introduced
a bill for an act to revise the statute law of Victoria.
Read first time.
Sitting suspended 11.54 a.m. to 12.03 p.m.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Teachers: remuneration
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister responsible for the Teaching
Profession. I refer to the government’s commitment
that ‘All Victorian teachers will be elevated in the
current round of EBA negotiations to the highest paid
teachers for their level in Australia’, and I quote from
the Liberal-National party coalition media release of
13 April 2008. Does the minister unequivocally stand
by that commitment?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister responsible for the
Teaching Profession) — In his supplementary question
the Leader of the Opposition might like to provide me
with the exact source of that first quote.
Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. P. R. HALL — No, the first quote he gave in
his question was not sourced. I say in response to the
question asked — —
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Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I am sure opposition
members are interested in the minister’s answer. The
minister is being very patient.
Hon. P. R. HALL — So far I have heard seven
possible sources for that quote from opposition
members. I would welcome the Leader of the
Opposition clarifying that in his supplementary
question.
I have said before in response to an adjournment item
raised by my colleague Mr Elasmar that in respect of
this matter we have appointed a Minister responsible
for the Teaching Profession — me. We have said quite
categorically that every election commitment given by
this coalition government will be delivered in full and
in total, and in respect of enterprise bargaining, which
will be undertaken with representatives of the teaching
profession during the year, those processes are about to
start. They are four-year agreements and, as
Mr Lenders would know, having been the previous
minister responsible for those agreements — I think he
was the minister responsible for the last EBA
(enterprise bargaining agreement) that was negotiated
with the teaching profession — those matters will be
debated in full when we sit down at the negotiating
table with representatives of the teaching profession.
Supplementary question
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negotiations. That can be one party, but it is more likely
to be many such parties. When we sit down with those
parties under the framework that is defined by state and
federal legislation we will negotiate an outcome that I
am confident will meet the needs and reflect the
abilities and work commitments of the teaching
profession.

Hospitals: financial viability
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — I direct my
question to the Minister for Health, and I ask: can the
minister update the house concerning revelations about
the financial viability of Victoria’s public hospitals in
the last financial year?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I thank
the member for his question and for his strong
advocacy for rural hospitals in the west of the state,
where he represents the people of western Victoria. I
draw the house’s attention to the report — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I welcome Mr Viney’s
appointment as Deputy President, but I think he will
find that the house will give him greater respect if he
sets a fine example in terms of the level of interaction
he has in the general debates of the house. Four
interjections in the space of around 20 seconds is way
too many by my calculation.

Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — For
Mr Hall’s benefit I quote from the Liberal-National
coalition media release of 13 April 2008 entitled
‘Coalition to make Victorian teachers highest paid in
Australia’. I am quite happy to share his release with
him. I thought Mr Hall was equivocal in his response to
my substantive question. He said unequivocally that he
would honour the government’s election commitment,
but he also said, ‘We will start a negotiation’. My
supplementary question to Mr Hall is: will he
personally seek to ensure that his unequivocal
commitment is passed on to Tony Bugden and the other
negotiators from the Department of Education and
Early Childhood Development when they sit down with
the Australian Education Union to negotiate the next
EBA?

Hon. D. M. DAVIS — The house will be aware of
the tabling in the chamber today of the
Auditor-General’s report entitled Acquittal Report
Annex C — Public Hospitals. I urge all members of the
chamber to read this Auditor-General’s report, which
lays out a series of close investigations into the
financial viability of Victoria’s hospitals. I note that
13 per cent of public hospitals had a high-risk operating
result for 2009–10, which is in contrast to 2008–09
when no public hospital was assessed as high risk
against this measure. The proportion of medium-risk
underlying results increased notably to 66 per cent,
compared to 45 per cent in 2008–09. There is
undoubtedly a debate about how depreciation is
brought forward, and the former Treasurer will
understand that, as does the Assistant Treasurer in this
chamber.

Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister responsible for the
Teaching Profession) — Again I respond in the
following manner to the Leader of the Opposition: as he
well knows, a formal and defined process for
negotiation takes place with any EBA. This
government will sit down with those people who
register themselves to be an interested party in the EBA

I make the point very clearly that this is not primarily a
report on the individual performance of many of these
public hospitals. What I am most interested in is the
patterns and processes that have occurred over a period
of time. I understand that there is debate between
people of goodwill about the Auditor-General’s
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approach in this instance, but I accept that he makes
some very legitimate points.
I draw the house’s attention to the table on page 22 of
the report, which is an assessment of the average
number of days of cash available to public hospitals. It
is clear that there has been a deterioration in the amount
of cash available over a five-year period. The number
of hospitals in the Auditor-General’s high-risk category
has grown and the number in the low-risk category has
declined over that five-year period. I make the point
that I am not so much drawing the house’s attention to
the individual hospitals or even to the department. I
think this is a report card on the former health minister,
now Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative
Assembly, Mr Andrews. This is his report card.
I make the point that these long-term, five-year trends
will take some time to turn around. In the case of the
legacy that has been left by Mr Andrews after his time
as health minister, this will be like turning an ocean
liner around. It will be like turning an oil tanker around.
We have had five years of careering in one direction
with a deterioration in performance, and now we are
going to have to slowly turn that around.
It is going to take some time. The department is going
to have to work with the hospital boards and chief
executive officers, who by and large do an excellent
job. But the minister did not understand the importance
of working with the department and working with the
particular agencies.
I draw the attention of the house to the table on page 57
at the back of the report, which points to the rural
hospital average self-financing capacity, for example in
Mr Ramsay’s region, and which shows that over a
five-year period the trend is down. The trend is down in
terms of capital replacement. These are the lessons to
take from the Auditor-General’s important
examination. The debate will continue between the
Auditor-General, the department and the agencies about
the precise way we should bring these things in. But at
the same time it is important to listen to what the
Auditor-General says and to make sure that
Mr Andrews is held accountable for his stewardship
period.

Teachers: scholarships
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister responsible for the Teaching
Profession. I refer to the minister’s commitment to
supercharge the primary school curriculum by
recruiting maths and science specialists and offering
teaching scholarships for science graduates. My
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question is: how many maths and science graduates is
the minister proposing to recruit, when and at what
cost?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister responsible for the
Teaching Profession) — Again the Leader of the
Opposition reminds the house of some policy
commitments given by the coalition parties prior to the
election. I want to repeat that those election
commitments will be delivered in their absolute entirety
by the coalition government. There will be no issue and
no debate; they will be delivered.
That election commitment — as are all election
commitments, I might add — is dependent upon
budgets being able to be brought down by the coalition
government. Those budgets will see funding
forthcoming from 1 July. When the budget is handed
down in this chamber in early May there will be
funding allocated to apply from 1 July onwards. At that
time a recruitment process will commence for those
particular positions for maths and science specialists
that were promised prior to the election, and that
process will extend over a period of time; I am talking
of the order of 12 months.
Supplementary question
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — I thank
the minister for his answer and note that ‘unequivocal’
means subject to a budget at some stage in the future. I
ask a specific supplementary question of the minister:
what instructions is he giving to his negotiators as part
of the EBA (enterprise bargaining agreement) to
incorporate provision for paying maths and science
teachers more if it is such an unequivocal and central
part of his commitment to education?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister responsible for the
Teaching Profession) — In terms of the connection
which the Leader of the Opposition seeks to draw
between a commitment to employ specialist maths and
science teachers and the process of enterprise
bargaining agreement negotiations that take place
during the course of the year, I again say clearly that the
election commitment for the employment of specialist
maths and science teachers is not contingent on any
EBA negotiations. That will be a separate process
required by law; it will be completely separate from the
employment of specialist maths and science teachers.
An honourable member interjected.
Hon. P. R. HALL — If they are employed, they
will be paid.
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Vocational education and training: government
initiatives

because they, more than any other sector, are more
represented in unemployment or are not in full-time
education figures.

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — My question
without notice is directed to the Minister for Higher
Education and Skills, who is also the Minister
responsible for the Teaching Profession. I ask the
minister to advise the house of any initiatives since the
government’s election in November to remove
financial barriers to vocational education and training
for young Victorians.

In parallel to this commitment we are undertaking a
review of fees and charges within the TAFE sector, and
that review is expected to be completed in October of
this year. I am hopeful that that review will enable us to
extend this concessions policy to a broader range of
people. That is the intent and wish of the coalition
government.

Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — On coming to government the coalition
inherited a funding system for training in Victoria
which under the previous government was generically
called ‘skills reform’. While skills reform had some
desirable aspects — in particular, a training guarantee
for young Victorians — it also had some undesirable
aspects. Members in this chamber will know that
during the course of the last government I was critical
of some of those aspects — for example, the fact that
training was guaranteed and government support was
provided only to those who were upskilling rather than
to those who were acquiring skills of an equivalent or
lower level.
Another matter I was critical of was the increase in fees
for diploma and advanced diploma students. The fees
under the previous government were increased from
$877 to $2000 for this year and $2500 next year.
Clearly the work undertaken by the coalition parties
and indeed by the previous government towards the end
of its term, showed that there were many people from
low-income areas who were not enrolling in diploma
and advanced diploma courses at the same rate because
of that cost burden. Despite the fact that vocational
education and training fee help was available to them,
the accumulation of debt was a significant barrier to
those people wishing to study at the diploma and
advanced diploma levels.
So it was that we made a pre-election commitment to
provide concessional places in diploma and advanced
diploma courses for health-care card holders, and that
was a $56 million commitment over four years. I am
pleased to say that that commitment has now been
honoured — that is, that policy has been
implemented — and from 1 February health-care card
holders in the 15-to-24 age group have been able to
enrol in a diploma or advanced diploma course at the
concessional rate of $100 instead of the $2000 that they
would have been required to pay under Labor.
We expect this to benefit around 5000 students in
Victoria. We have used the 15-to-24 age group criteria

To answer Mr Finn, that is one way in which we have
significantly assisted young people to get involved in
training at a greater level. I might add that the coalition
has also committed $40 million over four years to
extend the number of exemptions from the payment of
full fees granted to those who wish to extend their
training skills. That part of the election commitment
will start once the budget comes down on 1 July. It has
been warmly welcomed by people right across the
sector.
I am pleased to say that in terms of some of the most
undesirable aspects of the skills reform process the
coalition government has already acted and will
continue to act to address some of those unfair
positions.

Health: budget cuts
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is for the Minister for Health. I note that in
the minister’s previous answer he said there are
ongoing financial pressures within the health budget,
notwithstanding the fact that the government of which
he is a part has inherited a capital asset program four
times the size of that inherited by the previous
government.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr JENNINGS — I thank you, President, for the
comprehensive support you have given me during the
course of my asking this question! I also note that the
significant growth demand issues — —
Hon. M. J. Guy interjected.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I advise Mr Guy that I
have already reprimanded Mr Viney for incessant
interjection. Mr Guy has also crossed that line.
Mr JENNINGS — I just made the point about
excessive growth demands within the health portfolio.
Despite this, the incoming government has committed
to $1.6 billion worth of savings during its first term of
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office, of which $338 million is going to come out of
education. What is the saving in health, and how will it
be achieved?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — Let me
be very clear. The government was clear about its
savings before the election; it brought those up-front,
unlike the former Brumby government that introduced
health cuts by stealth. Every year productivity cuts were
put through by stealth without that government being
honest about them. At least this government indicated
precisely the savings that will be made and made a
strong effort to ensure that hospitals will be
quarantined. They will be made in the bureaucracy.
They will be made without any job losses; they will be
made in consultancies. They will be made in ministerial
offices and in a whole range of areas that are not about
service delivery.
Supplementary question
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
For years the Minister for Health has been
demonstrating his forensic understanding of the health
portfolio. Clearly, he has said to us that the savings will
be made. He also knows that 90 per cent of his budget
is not discretionary because it goes straight to hospitals.
Where is the minister going to find the savings? How is
he going to implement programs that curtail demand,
and is he going to introduce programs that may affect
the intensity of service provision either at the beginning
or the end of life?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — Let me
be very clear. Any savings made in the health portfolio
by this government will make savings made by
Mr Jennings’s government under former Premier John
Brumby pale into insignificance. Our savings will be
focused on areas that are not about service delivery but
are about ministerial offices, advisers, consultancies
and other costs that are not about service delivery. The
focus will be there, unlike Mr Jennings’s government,
which was not up-front with the cuts.

Employment: government initiatives
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Employment and
Industrial Relations, Mr Dalla-Riva. I ask the minister:
what are the Baillieu government’s plans to strengthen
and expand employment opportunities for Victorians?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank
Mr Elsbury for his question and for his ongoing
interest. Obviously the member has an understanding of
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the important area of employment and growth. This
government has set a framework to ensure that
employment and industrial relations are part of its
forward planning. We have indicated our commitment
to the employment portfolio. We see it as one of our
highest commitments moving forward.
As I have indicated before, through the machinery of
government we now have the Department of Business
and Innovation. This department will be clearly focused
on being pro-business, on supporting business and on
providing the economic environment for employment
and an industrial relations base that is about support and
about the creation of real jobs in a timely manner.
We see the need to work collaboratively with industry
and manufacturers to ensure that — as Mr Elsbury
would be aware, because there are lots of industries in
his region, as there are in other regions — we work
better and smarter to get a full return and better value
on the global market. We heard Mr Hall talk about
ensuring we have the skill base necessary for our
workforce, and the training schemes that have been
announced will be part of the overall economic package
looking forward. In working with Mr Hall we have
focused on ensuring we deliver those economic
outcomes that are good for employment opportunities.
It is also good to note that compared to the former
Labor government we are about focusing our
commitment on ensuring that we do not develop our
economic growth just through population growth but
that we do it by developing innovative business
practices and by encouraging and supporting our
entrepreneurs in their search for new opportunities.
That will include going into the export market, of
course, and looking to overseas and at other
opportunities that may be provided to Victoria. We are
about ensuring that Victoria is leading the way in
employment.
We are also conscious that the high value of the dollar
is making it very difficult. Unlike those opposite, we
know government cannot solve all the problems of
industry in Victoria. But what we can do is ensure that
we provide a good framework within which
government can operate and support industry and that
we do not to interfere, as we know the former
government did — for example, the level of red tape
we have seen which has stymied opportunities for
business to invest in Victoria. We know that
construction costs in Victoria far exceed those of other
states. We know there is a range of other things that we
need to be aware of. We also have to understand that
there are thousands of individual businesses looking to
identify market opportunities, especially in our regions,
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and to find innovative ways to improve so they can stay
ahead of the game and provide service to their customer
base.
This government is about focusing on employment
opportunities and is not about being obstructionist or
about imposing red tape. It is not about imposing
government barriers everywhere you look. We are
focused on ensuring that we have a strong economic
base, which will deliver a good base for employment
and a good base for an industrial relations framework in
Victoria.

Housing: waiting list
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is to the Minister for Housing. I refer the
minister to the release of the December 2010 housing
waiting list and the substantial decrease of 5 per cent in
the waiting list as a result of the record investment by
state and federal Labor governments in housing supply.
How can the minister claim that increasing housing
supply is the only way to reduce the waiting list when
her government has committed only a miserable
$30 million to emergency housing over four years and
nothing at all to additional housing supply?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) — I
thank the member for a question on housing rather than
her asking a question on early childhood for the
82nd time. Yes, the public housing waiting lists have
come out this week; we released them this week, and
yes, there has been a reduction in them.
One of the first things we did when we came into
government was to ask for a review of all the empty
Office of Housing properties. That immediately
reduced by 500 the number of properties that were
empty, so we have more families in housing that way.
We have also adopted a more proactive approach to
better manage people’s applications for housing. We
are working with people to get them into housing,
whether it is into public housing, advising them on the
opportunities available through community housing or
providing bond loan assistance for them to get into the
private rental market.
The Baillieu government is committed to servicing
Victorians, providing services that work and providing
houses for Victorian people. We will continue to do
that through the national affordable housing agreement,
which provides dollars for investment in public housing
in this state. We will support our community housing
sector, and we will better service Victorians in their
housing needs.
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Supplementary question
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — Can the
minister inform the house of just how much the waiting
lists will be reduced through her two reviews into
public housing, or are these reviews — part of the
76 promised by the government — just an excuse for
her to do nothing?
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for Housing) —
As the shadow minister knows, there are ongoing audits
and reviews of these things. We need the facts they will
deliver to us, and we will deliver for Victorians.

WorkCover: compliance
Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — My question is
to the Assistant Treasurer, Mr Rich-Phillips. I ask the
Assistant Treasurer: can he outline any initiatives to
reduce the WorkCover compliance burden for
employers?
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I thank Mr O’Brien for his question,
congratulate him on his election as a new member for
Western Victoria Region and commend him for the
work he is already doing in support of flood-affected
communities in his electorate.
Mr O’Brien asked me about government initiatives to
reduce the WorkCover compliance burden on
employers. This issue is of great importance to the
Victorian government. As my colleague the Minister
for Manufacturing, Exports and Trade indicated in his
response to a question earlier this afternoon, reducing
the compliance burden for employers and businesses in
Victoria is important to ensure future investment in
Victoria and to ensure that existing Victorian
businesses continue to operate in this jurisdiction.
During the election campaign the government made a
number of commitments to focus on the compliance
burden associated with WorkCover. One of the most
complex areas that employers need to deal with is
accident compensation legislation. We are committed
to ensuring that it is easier for employers, workers and
the Victorian WorkCover Authority to meet their
obligations and responsibilities under that legislation.
We are committed to ensuring that the WorkCover
scheme is financially sustainable, that it provides
appropriate rehabilitation and compensation to injured
employees and importantly that it ensures that injured
employees can get back to work as quickly as possible.
These objectives are made easier to meet where the
requirements of the act are spelt out as simply as
possible to employers and employees, so I am delighted
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to advise the house that the Victorian WorkCover
Authority has now released four draft compliance codes
in respect of return-to-work matters. The codes that
have been released include employers’ return-to-work
obligations, a provision for return-to-work coordinators,
return-to-work information and guidelines on
cooperating with labour hire employers on
return-to-work matters. The purpose of these
compliance codes is to provide clear, practical advice to
employers and injured parties as to how to meet their
obligations under the accident compensation
legislation. It is intended that compliance with the code
will indicate compliance with the legislation.
These four codes have been released in draft form for
public comment. They have been on display for public
comment for approximately a month, with the comment
period to close on 11 February. I look forward to seeing
public comment from employers, workers and their
representatives and industry associations as to the
effectiveness of these draft codes, and I look forward to
the proposed codes being finalised and put in place by
WorkSafe Victoria so that employers and injured
workers better understand their responsibilities and the
pathways to return to work.
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substantial rewrite of the state planning policy
framework through amendment VC75, in which I think
he changed a sum total of about 25 words, he
maintained the Melbourne 2030 Audit as a reference
document for the planning scheme but removed as a
reference document Melbourne 2030 — A Planning
Update — Melbourne @ 5 Million. I ask the minister: is
Toolern now a designated major activity centre in the
Melbourne 2030 sense, with the Melbourne 2030
doctrine maintained under the minister’s proposed
changes, and, if so, what implications does that have for
the planning of the Toolern activity centre?
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — In
terms of the VC75 amendment, before the election the
government had committed to reverse what had been
changed through VC71, which is what amendment
VC75 does, as Mr Barber well knows. In terms of the
reference document and removing the references to
Melbourne @ 5 Million but retaining references to
Melbourne 2030, we clearly acknowledge that you do
not replace metropolitan planning policy with nothing.
We do not believe you give certainty back to an
industry with nothing. Anyone should know that,
otherwise you would be putting forward a plan where
anyone can do anything at any stage — —

Planning: Toolern
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question is for the Minister for Planning. Just prior to
the state election the minister’s predecessor put in place
the precinct structure plan for the Toolern growth area,
and integral to that plan for the major activity centre for
Toolern was a yet-to-be-built railway station on the
Melton railway line. Can the minister tell the house
whether he is committed to maintaining provision for
this railway station in the planning scheme, and at what
point could we expect that railway station to be built?
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — As
Mr Barber knows, the Toolern precinct structure has
been approved, and this government recognises the
necessity for a station to be built in Toolern. The timing
of the construction of the new railway station that is
planned for that location is a question for the Minister
for Public Transport. I am more than happy to obtain an
answer for Mr Barber and take it up with him at a later
time.
Supplementary question
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — If I
understand it correctly, the government will maintain
the provision for the station, but we do not know if or
when the station will be built. I would therefore like to
ask a supplementary question. In the minister’s

Mr Barber — You said that’s what Melbourne
2030 is.
Hon. M. J. GUY — That is what
Melbourne @ 5 Million was fundamentally about, and
that is not what I believe should be the case for green
wedges or for areas within the urban growth boundary.
As such, it will take this government around two years,
as we have said, to come back to the people of Victoria
with a metropolitan planning strategy that will be
finalised after a period of consultation with industry,
councils and people — with people like Mr Barber, I
am sure. We have also said that some of the new
areas — —
Mr Barber — Yeah, I’ll have a go.
Mr Jennings — It’s an offer!
Hon. M. J. GUY — It is a sincere one, Mr Jennings,
and it is an offer open to you too. Some of the growth
areas will obviously be — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! The minister’s time
has expired.

Planning: government initiatives
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — My
question without notice is to the Minister for Planning,
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and I ask: can the minister inform the house of any
plans the Baillieu government has to speed up the
planning system in Victoria, particularly for local
councils?
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Economic Development and Infrastructure
Committee: manufacturing in Victoria

Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — What a
privilege it is to be asked a question by my friend and
colleague Mr Ondarchie, a member for Northern
Metropolitan Region. It is a privilege to have
Mr Ondarchie represent the same region as me as a
Liberal member for Northern Metropolitan Region. In
the past Mr Ondarchie and I have discussed at length
some of the delays that have been encountered in the
Victorian planning scheme as a result of 11 years of
Labor neglect and mismanagement of the planning
scheme.

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — It is nice to
have an opportunity to speak on the government
response to this report a little earlier than originally
anticipated, and I welcome the engagement and
discussion across the chamber between my colleagues.

On 6 December 2010 I was given an update by my
department telling me that there were a total of
97 outstanding requests for authorisation of planning
scheme amendments across Victoria. That meant there
were 97 bits of paper — 97 briefs — on Justin
Madden’s desk from councils asking, ‘Dear Minister,
may we please begin the process to change part of our
planning scheme?’. Some of them dated back to as
early as December 2006. What on earth had Justin
Madden been doing all day? I wondered whether Justin
Madden had been agonising over footy tips, or
watching The Simpsons perhaps. I do not know what on
earth he was doing to have 97 requests for planning
scheme amendment authorisations lined up on his desk.

Ms PULFORD — As I was saying, the document I
would like to make some comments on this afternoon is
Victorian Government Response to the EDIC Inquiry
into Manufacturing in Victoria, a report in which I
believe you had an interest and involvement, President.
We discussed this inquiry a little in the previous
Parliament when the committee’s report was tabled
towards the end of that Parliament.

This government has acted very quickly. We have put
in place a process where all those authorisations will be
dealt with within seven days, as a first stage to removal.
As at two days ago only 30 of that 97 were remaining
on my desk, which means 69 per cent of Justin
Madden’s workload has been accomplished in seven
weeks. I do not know what he did for four years, but
69 per cent of it has been removed in just seven weeks!
It is no wonder that councils agonised over the
incompetence of the Bracks and Brumby governments
and agonised over the incompetence in planning of the
top-down, nanny-state, government-knows-best
approach by the people opposite. Of course the same
tired, old faces sit on Labor’s front bench; the same
clapped-out front bench Labor went to the last election
with exists there today. Should there ever be a change
of government again, that pile, which will be greatly
reduced to zero by the Baillieu government, will pile its
way back to 97 and beyond under a Labor government
that treats councils as enemies in the planning system
and does not work with councils and communities to
find real results for planning issues in Victoria.

Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! The conversation
across the chamber between Mr Viney and Mr Finn is
probably of great interest to both of them, but it is not to
the rest of us; we are actually listening to Ms Pulford.

The new government has now taken the opportunity to
respond to the report. At the time the committee’s
report was tabled, a great many recommendations had
been made. As I understand it from members of the
committee, a reasonably cooperative and bipartisan
approach was taken to exploring both within Australia
and across a handful of international locations some of
the things the Victorian Parliament could do and what
the Victorian government could do to support our
manufacturing industry.
Manufacturing is an incredibly important part of our
economy. It is the largest employing sector of our
economy, as the government’s response notes. In the
opening comments the Minister for Manufacturing,
Exports and Trade, Mr Dalla-Riva, remarks:
Victorian manufacturing accounts for over $30 billion in
gross state product, employs over 311 200 people in mainly
full-time jobs —

that is important to note, as many other sectors of the
economy do not provide anywhere near the same
number or proportion of full-time jobs —
exports over $9 billion in goods and services, and spends over
$1.6 billion on research and development.
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A great many of our largest manufacturers and those
that contribute such a great proportion of export
earnings are in regional Victoria, with a good number
of them in my electorate, particularly in the food
industry. My colleagues from Western Victoria Region
would all be familiar with the massive contribution
made particularly by the dairy industry as a component
of the Victorian economy.
A great many recommendations are made in the
committee’s report, and I note that the government
intends to support all but two of them. The government
has declared in this response that it will not support the
following recommendation:
That the Victorian government exempt apprentice wages
from the payroll tax.

The response goes into some detail about the
government’s reasons for that.
The other recommendation the government is not
supporting is:
That the Victorian government establish a brokering service
to assist both manufacturing companies and researchers
explore opportunities for collaborative partnerships. The
brokering service should include an online and searchable
directory of relevant research projects.

There are probably a couple of recommendations there
that have been well thought out and considered that the
government is not planning on taking up, but many of
the recommendations do have support, whether fully, in
part or in principle.
The minister in his response talked a little about
procurement and about having earmarked $1.4 billion
to purchase 40 new six-carriage suburban trains for the
Melbourne transport network. I note also that the vast
majority of these are not funded in this term of the
Baillieu government. Given the retirement of the
Hitachi trains, capacity on the network is not expected
to be increased in this parliamentary term, and I urge
the government to support our manufacturers through
procurement at every opportunity.

Budget update: report 2010–11
Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — I take delight in
making some remarks on the budget update 2010–11.
This document is a revelation of the dubious financial
management practices of the former Labor government.
It provides incontestable evidence that the Labor
government, under the Steve Bracks-John
Brumby-John Lenders model, was a government for the
good times that failed any test of prudence. As a
consequence Victoria has been left exposed to a high
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level of risk, and the more fragile and difficult
economic conditions that exist now will see Victoria
facing challenges in future years. In this light it is
timely that the government has initiated an independent
commission to review Victoria’s finances and to guide
us through the remainder of the decade.
I have to say that the budget update confirmed what
many of us have long suspected: Labor consistently
spent more than it received in revenue. The result is that
government expenses increased from 11.8 per cent of
Victoria’s economic output a decade ago to 14.6 per
cent in 2009–10. Expenses rose by 8 per cent per
annum over the decade, compared to revenue growth of
only 7.3 per cent over the same period. Net debt for the
public sector is rising by a multiple of 1.4 per cent of
the state’s economy, or $3.9 billion, in 2007–08 to a
projected 8.3 per cent, or $30.7 billion, by 2013–14.
We need to look at that in terms of what the impact on
the budget will be. From a housekeeping point of view,
the state is paying interest of $963 million on its debt
this year, and its forward commitments to borrowings
will almost double, with the interest bill rising to
$1.8 billion in 2014.
It is clear that the expenditure within government on
things like self-promotion, advertising and the hiring of
costly external consultants was one reason for the
spending overrun.
Mr Drum — Not to mention myki.
Mr P. DAVIS — We may come to that.
The other reason was the former government’s
propensity to embark on grand schemes which have all
ended up costing a multiple of the original estimate and
in some cases have saddled Victorians with additional
costs that will extend to the next generation.
The first of the three obvious examples of such schemes
I will refer to is the desalination plant. It will cost
$5.4 billion to build; however, the Auditor-General has
found that Labor framed the contract for the delivery of
water from the plant so that the total cost over the
27.75 years will be $18.08 billion. That equates to
$1288 per megalitre, providing that the full
150 gigalitres of water which the plant is capable of
producing each year is taken from it and delivered. If
that much water is not delivered, the unit cost will of
course be higher.
The cost of the myki transport ticketing system is
headed towards $1.35 billion, and we see daily
evidence that the project is struggling to meet its
objectives.
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Then there are the smart electricity meters, which are
costing $2.25 billion to roll out and will involve an
annual charge to consumers of another $150 on their
power bills. We can only think that this example of
government policy and implementation is reminiscent
of the disastrous commonwealth pink batts affair.
Compounding the problems arising from these
debacles, the new government will incur substantial
expenditure in rebuilding the vast areas devastated by
floods and nurturing their economies back to good
health. I had some experience of the impact on the
budget of the East Gippsland floods of 1998, and that
was only a microcosm of what has occurred in northern
and western Victoria in the last month or so. Clearly
this will have a big impact on the budget.
I have also noticed that Labor failed to invest
adequately in fundamental economic and community
infrastructure; certainly services and facilities have not
been supported in the way they ought to have been.
There was a rare opportunity for Labor to consolidate
Victoria’s economic position during the boom years but
it squandered that opportunity, and that will mean the
Baillieu government will have to repair the damage.

Budget update: report 2010–11
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak on 2010–11 Victorian Budget Update. It is
amazing how one document can produce such different
responses from Philip Davis and from me.
I notice that Mr Davis has left the chamber. Obviously
the bright spotlight of truth has scared him off.
President, if you look at this document, you will see
that it is basically one that the Department of Treasury
and Finance would have prepared for whoever the
Treasurer of the day was. There is a bit of political
invective injected into chapter 1, but other than that it is
exactly the same document as the pre-election budget
update was, with a bit of economic forecasting that was
released by the Secretary of the Department of Treasury
and Finance on the 12th day, or whatever it was, of the
state election campaign.
Let us look at some facts behind this report. It is a
ringing endorsement of the financial management of
the state for the last decade or more, which I think
Mr Davis would do well to reflect upon because it is a
good foundation for his government to build on. We
acknowledged in government that we were left a sound
financial base by our predecessors. We criticised their
social policy but we acknowledged the sound financial
base, and I think it would be courteous for Mr Davis to
do the same.
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Let us go through why that is the case. Firstly,
Mr Davis talked about government living beyond its
means. As he would have heard if he had have listened
to the budget in 2008 or seen if he had read any of the
15 or so documents since, the Victorian government did
borrow during the global financial crisis for essential
capital works. Further, if Mr Davis had read this budget
update or last year’s budget he would see that debt as a
percentage of the economy was coming down by the
end of the forward estimates period, as should occur
under a prudent government. He would also see that in
actual dollar terms borrowings were coming down by
the end of the forward estimates period. I applaud the
commitment made by the new Treasurer to keep that
trend going. It is sound financial management, hence
that is why the Labor Party did it and why the coalition
is saying it will do the same thing. Let us look at the
facts in that area.
Mr Davis also talked about the growing percentage of
the economy that was the state budget. If Mr Davis
looks at exactly those charts and looks at them
forensically, he will see that up until the global financial
crisis expenditure as a proportion of the state economy
was coming down. It went up during the global
financial crisis and secured jobs. If he also forensically
looks through the document, he will find that the lion’s
share of that extra expenditure came from federal
programs that were passed through the Victorian
budget, the most notable being some of the programs
Ms Lovell referred to in question time today, including
the social housing areas and some of those areas
passing on funds through grants to non-government
schools and the like. If Mr Davis wants to look through
the budget papers forensically, he will see that they
show there was sound financial management.
I repeat: when Labor was in government it gave credit
to the Kennett government for its financial
management; it was critical of its social policy but very
supportive of its economic policy. I think it would do
the house well for an analysis of this issue to at least get
the facts right. Governments will disagree on what the
priorities of spending are. There is no right or wrong in
that; there will be an argument about the priorities of
spending. This government will have different priorities
from the previous government, and that is its
prerogative; in particular, if the government’s priorities
are part of an election commitment, it is the
government’s obligation to do so. Nevertheless, let us
compare facts with facts.
The Victorian economy is an incredibly diversified
economy. It is no coincidence that during the global
financial crisis Victoria was one of the few jurisdictions
in the world to predict budget surpluses going forward
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and to see employment growth. An analysis of the
inherent strengths of the Victorian economy would be
useful in that context. In particular I would advise the
new government that before its members start reciting
their mantras in the areas of manufacturing and primary
industries they should start looking at some of the
reasons those areas of the economy were made strong.

I am also satisfied he has used documents which purport
to have been endorsed by Hume to do so. My view is
based on the following:

If we want primary industry in regional Victoria to
grow, a good starting point would be not to take the
Regional Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF) out
of the Department of Business and Innovation and put it
into the Department of Planning and Community
Development. A situation could arise wherein a foreign
investor might come to Victoria and might want to look
at building jobs in this state. With the previous synergy
that existed under the Labor government, such an
investor could go to a RIDF person at Regional
Development Victoria and say, ‘I have got a job’, and
the RIDF person would say, ‘We have an opportunity
in Wodonga, Bendigo, Warracknabeal’ or wherever,
but that arrangement has gone. I suggest that the new
government look to the strengths of the old and build
on it rather than trying to trash a sound economic
legacy.

Cr Atmaca has used a signature block which gives
the appearance of his being ‘responsible for
economic development’ at Hume.

Ombudsman: investigation into allegations of
improper conduct by a councillor at the Hume
City Council
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I rise to make
a few brief comments on the Ombudsman’s report on
an investigation into allegations of improper conduct by
a councillor at the Hume City Council. I am sure all
honourable members are aware that local government is
a very important level of government which directly
affects so many aspects of peoples lives, so when we
see reports such as the one I have in my hand from the
Ombudsman about a particular councillor — or indeed
a council, as we have seen in recent years — it is
deeply distressing to see improper conduct, even
corruption, occurring at that level of government.
I commend the Ombudsman on the work he has done
on this report. It is a very thorough report. Obviously he
has gone right through as much information and
evidence as can be obtained, and he has made some
conclusions, which I will refer to briefly.
Conclusion 209 on page 38 of his report states:
209. I am satisfied that Cr Atmaca —

being Cr Adem Atmaca, who represents a ward next to
the ward in which I live —
invited foreign nationals to Australia for the purpose of
investing in a business in which he had a private interest.

the documents are presented on what purports to be
council letterhead;
the content of the letters refers to the council on
numerous occasions;

210. These documents were provided to the Department of
Immigration and Citizenship in support of visa
applications as other private invitation letters had been
unsuccessful in obtaining visas for overseas visitors to
enter Australia.
211. Cr Atmaca was aware of the purpose for which the
invitation letters would be used.
212. I consider that the likely intention of sending these
letters was to mislead the Department of Immigration
and Citizenship in their assessment of Australian visa
applications.

Those with reasonable memories will remember
another chap who was elected to the federal Parliament
some years ago and who had an office opposite the
Broadmeadows town hall — the same town hall that
Cr Atmaca works out of. That federal member also had
some problems with the Department of Immigration
and Citizenship. We all know who I am talking about:
Dr Andrew Theophanous. One would hope that
Cr Atmaca has not learnt at the feet of the master. One
would also hope that Cr Atmaca has not involved
himself in some of the activities that saw
Dr Theophanous sent to jail. What is it about
Broadmeadows? Perhaps the boy from Brighton will be
able to tell us next month when he gets there — when
he can find it; we are sending Frank McGuire a Melway
as we speak.
There is a very strong trend throughout the northern and
western suburbs that involves impropriety, corruption,
jobs for the boys, brown paper bags and a whole range
of very distasteful and quite often dishonest and illegal
activity, and this trend always involves Labor councils.
In all these reports, going back to Darebin all those
years ago, the people responsible for the activities
documented in these reports have one thing in
common: they are all members of the Australian Labor
Party. When you think corruption and impropriety in
local government you have to think Labor, because that
is the way that Labor Party people treat the people who
elect them to council.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — You forgot to mention Glen
Eira.
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Mr FINN — Mr Pakula talks about Glen Eira. We
can debate that another day, because I think Mr Pakula,
as the then minister, should have a good look at his
activities on that one as well. In the meantime I put out
a plea to members of the Labor Party in the northern
and western suburbs of Melbourne to get their act
together, to show a bit of respect for the people who
elect them and to get their snouts right out of the
trough.

Budget update: report 2010–11
Ms BROAD (Northern Victoria) — I rise to make
some remarks on the 2010–11 Victorian budget update.
As the report indicates, chapters 2 to 6 outline
Victoria’s economic and fiscal position as inherited by
the government on entering office. Clearly chapter 1
has been written by the new government, and the
comments that it includes have clearly been added as a
political overlay, so I will restrict my comments to
chapters 2 to 6 of the report, which stick to the facts.
It is clear from reading chapters 2 to 6 of this budget
update that the report acknowledges that Victoria’s
finances are sound and confirms the strength of
Victoria’s government finances. This is
notwithstanding the very vocal comments made by the
Baillieu government prior to coming to office about the
state of Victoria’s finances. As much as this
government might wish otherwise, the facts are that this
report confirms that the incoming government accepts
that the state’s fiscal settings are consistent with
maintaining a AAA credit rating. We all know the
importance of a AAA credit rating.
The report clearly acknowledges that the levels of net
debt are reinforcing Victoria’s AAA credit rating. We
also appreciate from reading the introduction to this
report written by the new government that the
government has committed to maintaining a minimum
$100 million annual budget surplus. This was a policy
set by the former government and adhered to through
its years in office. It is no surprise that the new
government has adopted a policy of the previous Labor
government. It is also good to see that the coalition has
acknowledged, notwithstanding its rhetoric, that the
state’s AAA credit rating is assured and existing surplus
targets are appropriate.
Mr Davis referred to some risks to the position
inherited by the Baillieu government. I refer to what the
report has to say about risks to the budget position at
page 25. Under the heading ‘Expenditure risks’ the
report states:
Employee expenses are the largest expense incurred by the
state. Several major enterprise bargaining agreements are due

Wednesday, 9 February 2011

to expire in 2011, for police, nurses, teachers and the
Victorian public service. If the related costs exceed the
available funding, it will impose an expenditure risk or a risk
to service delivery.

The Baillieu government has made some very clear
statements about its intention to increase wages to
nurses and teachers, to make them the best paid in the
nation. The opposition will hold them to account for
those promises.
We have not heard anything about offsets in terms of
what will be provided to ensure that parents and
patients will receive better services in relation to those
commitments that have been made by the Baillieu
government. Here is a clear statement in this budget
update, one of the first reports which the new
government has had the opportunity to bring into
Parliament, and it clearly indicates the risk to the
budget position as a result of the commitments it has
made. The opposition will certainly hold the
government to account.
There is also a reference to natural disasters, including
bushfires and floods. We all know about the risk to the
budget position and those are not expenses which can,
or should be avoided by the new government.

Ombudsman: investigation into allegations of
improper conduct by a councillor at the Hume
City Council
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) —
Although my contribution will not be quite as colourful
as Mr Finn’s, I rise today to talk about the
Ombudsman’s report into an investigation into
allegations of improper conduct by a councillor at the
Hume City Council. Before I start, I point out that there
are many hundreds of good people across our state who
give of themselves to serve local government, whether
that be in a city, shire or borough dotted throughout this
state. I have great admiration for those who have
chosen to take up the role of being a councillor as they
give of themselves through their time and efforts. They
balance their work commitments, family and civic
duties and are paid an allowance which is supposed to
remunerate them for the hours they spend doing their
work and the costs they incur fulfilling their
obligations.
On the whole, they are good people — not too
dissimilar from those of us who meet in this chamber.
However, there are times when one individual’s actions
can rock the confidence people have in their local
government and in local governments across the state.
It is unfortunate that some will use their position as an
elected representative to benefit themselves or their

ADJOURNMENT
Wednesday, 9 February 2011

COUNCIL

associates, with the potential victims being the very
people they have sworn to serve. It is fortunate,
therefore, that we have laws governing the conduct of
those engaged in local government and that we have a
Victorian Ombudsman with the ability to inquire into
the conduct of councillors when an issue arises.
In the report, the conduct of Cr Adem Atmaca is
presented for all to see. The Ombudsman’s report finds
that Cr Atmaca misused the council’s letterhead in
relation to private business dealings, even altering the
appearance of the letterhead. It was found that he
misused the resources of the council, including council
presentations which were prepared for other purposes,
for his own business dealings; failed to register his
interest in a proposed private business centre; misused
his position in the council; and misused the resources of
the council to mislead the federal Department of
Immigration and Citizenship.
At this point some people might ask what it was that
brought this house of cards down? It was a meeting on
11 March 2010, according to the Ombudsman’s report,
about the establishment of a fast-food outlet. A
fast-food outlet was the straw that broke the camel’s
back! The Ombudsman’s report states that during this
time:
I received information that at this meeting the director of the
landlord company asserted that the planning permit should
not contain conditions because he had paid $5000 to a contact
at Hume to ‘take care’ of the application.

Further on the report states that it was Cr Atmaca who
was purported to be that contact. All these actions by
Cr Atmaca not only bring his intentions as a councillor
into question, but also drag down the very council he
purports to be representing. These actions are by no
means anywhere in the realm of the disgrace which was
the former Brimbank City Council, although I might
point out as a passing comment that Cr Atmaca is also a
member of the ALP, which is an affiliation that
Brimbank councillors shared when their dysfunctional
council was relieved of its responsibilities after the then
Labor government realised that its mates had gone too
far. These are the actions of a man who faced his
community in the election seeking endorsement to be
their representative but who instead betrayed their trust.
The Ombudsman is concerned that Cr Atmaca
breached section 76D of the Local Government Act by
misusing his position to gain advantage for himself or
for another person. Such a breach carries a serious
penalty of up to $60 000, five years in prison or both.
These alleged breaches will be referred to the Local
Government Investigations and Compliance
Inspectorate for investigation.
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ADJOURNMENT
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Water: Murray-Darling Basin plan
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — I
congratulate the Deputy President on his elevation to
the office. It is a great delight to have him in the Chair
during this adjournment debate.
The matter I raise is for Mr Walsh, the Minister for
Agriculture and Food Security, and I am delighted that
Mr Hall, his representative in this place, is here this
afternoon.
Hon. P. R. Hall — You’re keeping me on the job
today, aren’t you?
Mr LENDERS — That is right — I am keeping
Mr Hall on the job. The matter I raise is a genuine one,
not a churlish one. It is probably one of the biggest
issues that primary producers in this state face — that
is, the certainty of water. One of the biggest issues that
the minister faces, wearing both of his hats as Minister
for Agriculture and Food Security and Minister for
Water, is how Victoria finds its way through the
Murray-Darling Basin agreement. While ostensibly this
is a water agreement, it obviously has significant issues
for agriculture in this state.
Today Mr Walsh put out a press release on Victoria’s
response to the Murray-Darling approach. In that
release he called for, amongst other things, bipartisan
support. As opposition spokesperson on agriculture and
food security and on water I am delighted to try to offer
bipartisan support, but a critical step towards such
support is being informed by the government as to what
its intentions are, why it is pursuing those intentions
and how the opposition can assist.
Let me outline what I, as shadow Minister for
Agriculture and Food Security, have faced from this
minister. I wrote to him before the last sitting of
Parliament asking for a departmental briefing. It was
not forthcoming, and I did not press the issue because
he was a new minister and my request was made at
quite short notice and shortly before a sitting of
Parliament.
I subsequently pressed the issue, and the message I got
at every juncture was that the minister was busy. I
understand that he is busy; he is a minister. Finally it
got to the point where we had briefings scheduled for
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Monday of this week in both the agriculture and food
security portfolio and the water portfolio. On Monday I
received a call from the Secretary of the Department of
Sustainability and Environment, who said the minister
was busy because of the floods. I accepted that. I also
received a call from the Secretary of the Department of
Primary Industries, who said that he did not like the
way the agenda had been constructed. We had
organised that agenda a week earlier on his terms. Then
I received a message from the minister’s chief of staff,
who said they were too busy to brief me.
If that is the response of the Baillieu government —
that again and again its members are too busy to brief
the opposition — that is fine. If its members wish to be
discourteous and arrogant, that is fine, but it is a bit rich
to ask for bipartisan support and then not brief the other
side on what you want to have bipartisan support for,
other than putting out a press release.
The action I seek is that the Minister for Agriculture
and Food Security let his department brief the shadow
minister and while he is at it, wearing his other hat, do
the same for the water portfolio. It is much easier to get
a bipartisan response if you actually tell the other side
what you are trying to do rather than simply issue a
press release.

Wannon Falls Reserve: management
Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — I also
congratulate the Deputy President on rising to the
office. I know that over the next four years he will
endeavour to gain outcomes that will advantage the
state.
I wish to raise some concerns that continue to be raised
by constituents with respect to the management of our
parks and reserves. Particularly over the last decade we
have seen a deliberate deterioration in management
practices that no longer offer protection or security to
those who visit these little natural gems and wish to
enjoy our many native vegetation landscapes across
much of rural Victoria.
Recently I had the opportunity to visit the popular
Wannon Falls Reserve on the Glenelg Highway
between Hamilton and Coleraine. As a former local of
the district, I am very familiar with this reserve, which
is located above the Wannon Falls and for obvious
reasons continues to enjoy a high visitation rate. This
was again demonstrated on my recent visit, with nine
campers from across Australia camping at the site to
enjoy everything this part of Victoria offers. The area is
postcard perfect with its grand red gum trees and rich
farmland all within a 100-kilometre radius of places
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like Halls Gap, the southern coastline, the port of
Portland, the Coonawarra vineyards and the city of
Hamilton, the wool capital of the world.
For some time now, adjoining land-holders have
expressed their fears about the ongoing fire risk that this
reserve now presents. Little or no fallen timber has been
cleared or removed, and the management committee’s
mowers have often been idle in recent years. Adjoining
farmers, who spend much time and effort keeping fuel
levels in check on their own properties, remain fearful
for themselves and for this small community’s safety,
particularly during the fire season. In recent times their
voices have continued to fall on deaf ears and have
been neglected. Their concerns are very real, and
regrettably at some stage in the near future these
existing fuel loads will threaten not only those who
enjoy the reserve but also highway users and the
farmers, who for all the wrong reasons are seen as
competitors and the enemy of the environment.
Nothing could be further from the truth.
My request is that Ryan Smith, the Minister for
Environment and Climate Change, join me in visiting
the Wannon Falls Reserve and meet both the reserve
managers and the adjoining land-holders at this
longstanding popular spot, with the objective of
reviewing and improving its management regimes.
Hopefully common ground can be found that offers all
parties greater security and whereby management
schedules are no longer in conflict.

Rail: regional link
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Public Transport, and it concerns the proposed regional
rail link project, which now seems to be somewhat in
limbo. The rail link is a major public transport project
for the west, and based on this I had supported the
proposal in principle, even though the former
government had treated the local residents appallingly.
It would appear the current government is also treating
residents in the most shocking way by simply not
telling them what is going to happen.
It is quite clear from recent statements of the minister
and media reports that the regional rail project is now in
doubt due to federal funding shortfalls and cost
blow-outs. In the west public transport lags behind
other regions. The west is the most car-dependent
region and has the highest levels of population growth
in Melbourne, yet we have the poorest transport. If the
regional rail link is not going ahead, an alternative
public transport investment needs to take its place. The
coalition government should not walk away from the
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regional rail link without a guarantee that alternative
investment will occur. Significant investment in public
transport is needed to bring the west up to par with
other regions.

the headline in the Age of 30 November: ‘Baillieu in
front, Kennett and Georgiou are close behind’.

The Liberal Party’s pre-election mantra was that Labor
neglects the west. If the Liberal government now walks
away from the west on public transport, this will be the
greatest act of neglect yet. The action I ask of the
minister is that he guarantee that the $1 billion in
Victorian public transport funding allocated to regional
rail for the west stays in the west.

Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I too
would like to congratulate you on your elevation,
Deputy President. There is probably no-one in the
house with a better practical and working knowledge of
the standing orders than yourself.

Schools: building program
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — Deputy
President, I add my voice to those congratulating you
on your elevation to your new position.
I raise a matter for the Minister for Education, Martin
Dixon, regarding his recent announcement that the
government will cut the education budget, forcing it to
backflip on its clear commitment to complete the
former government’s Victorian schools plan on time
and on budget. The minister will know there is now
widespread concern that the government’s decision to
pull $340 million out of the education budget over the
next four years will lead to the government reneging on
its commitment and resulting in government school
students suffering. The government committed to
maintaining the former Labor government’s
$1.9 billion Victorian schools program, and that means
completing the rebuilding or refurbishment of every
government school in Victoria by 2016.
Minister Dixon is reported as saying that the reason for
the backflip is that there is uncertainty over the number
of schools that have been properly upgraded,
potentially causing an expenditure blow-out if the
program goes ahead. I ask the minister to release the
details of the audit he says shows some schools have
not been properly upgraded. I ask the minister to
provide school communities and me with a list of all
the schools that have been upgraded in Eastern Victoria
Region as part of the Victorian schools plan and to
show how, where and why the upgrades and rebuilding
work has not been done properly.
The minister will know that communities right across
the Eastern Victoria Region were delighted to see
primary and post-primary schools refurbished or
rebuilt. They will be very interested to have the
government show them exactly how their school
council building committees, principals, departmental
architects and local builders sold them a pup. School
communities will be the first to realise the truth behind

Melbourne Markets: relocation

My matter is for the Minister for Major Projects. I wish
to raise my concern that the relocation of the
Melbourne wholesale fruit, vegetable and flower
markets to the northern Melbourne suburb of Epping is
at risk of being scrapped under the coalition
government. The coalition has ordered an internal
review to examine the market project, despite
construction on it being already well under way. The
project will cost $300 million, $200 million of which is
expected to be spent by the end of this financial year. It
is my understanding that the project was on budget
during the term of the previous government.
Quite simply, the Epping site has been shown to be the
best location for an expanded wholesale market. It
makes sense, given that some 80 per cent of produce
comes down the Hume Highway from northern
Victoria. Trucks can use the adjoining Craigieburn
bypass, the Metropolitan Ring Road and the Western
Ring Road to cut 22 kilometres from the average trip.
The Melbourne wholesale markets are a key driver of
economic activity in our state, and their future growth
and development are vital to the state’s prosperity. The
Epping site also allows for expansion due to the
availability of land nearby. This project will improve
local employment in the north as well as sustain the
viability of the markets’ workforce in the future.
Construction alone is expected to create up to 600 jobs,
with thousands more once the markets are fully
operational in the north. The skills of residents in
Melbourne’s north will be well matched to those
required by the markets.
Relocating the markets will also provide substantial
economic benefits to the whole of Victoria through a
more efficient market precinct and through the freeing
up of the existing Footscray Road site for port and rail
development over the next few decades. I understand
that in my electorate there has been overwhelming
support for the relocation coming from sectors
including businesses, residents, the Whittlesea council
and the operators of the markets. Even former Liberal
federal members Peter Costello and Fran Bailey
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understood the importance of this project. Sadly their
Liberal state counterparts do not.
The government has created the impression that
stallholders can opt out of the relocation when this
would jeopardise the viability of the markets. I ask the
Minister for Major Projects to urgently commit to the
future of the wholesale markets in Epping to ensure the
viability and future development of Victoria’s
important agricultural industry.

Autism: eastern suburbs school
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I also want
to congratulate you, Deputy President, on your new gig.
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Education, Martin Dixon. It concerns the eastern
autistic school. In a previous budget $8 million was
allocated for stage 1 funding to establish a P–12 school
for students with autism at the old Ferntree Gully
Secondary School site. Further funding was promised
by the former Deputy Premier — as an election
commitment — for stage 2 works at the school to keep
construction consistent on the site and more importantly
to complete this very much needed facility at the high
standard it deserves.
Since the change of government there has been great
concern in the community that the new minister and
local coalition MPs have backed away from committing
to second stage funding, even though they made all the
right noises for parents and the local media in the
lead-up to the election about how much they support
the establishment of the school.
The member for Bayswater in the Assembly is reported
in the local paper as claiming that no-one has fought
more for the establishment of this school than her. I do
not believe her statement is correct, because I know
how much effort the principal, teachers and parents of
students at Wantirna Heights School have put into the
establishment of this school, seeing that it will be the
new location for their preps to go all the way to year 12.
Amazingly the same local Liberal MPs are now saying
they thought the $8 million announced in the previous
budget in stage 1 funding was enough to build the
whole school. I have to say that that is a bit slack,
seeing that the actual line in the budget said ‘eastern
autistic school, stage 1, $8 million’. At that time there
were reports in the local media around what the funding
was for, and that it was for stage 1. The same local
Liberal MPs had also commented on those particular
articles at the time. It is more than a bit slack; it is either
a bit slack or a bit disingenuous. I will not say it is
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disingenuous, because I do not believe people would
want to play politics with schools and disabilities, so I
will just say that it is a bit slack for them to come out
and say that.
This is a very important facility that needs to be built.
The nearest P–12 autism-specific school for people
who live in that area is in Bulleen. The action I seek
from the minister is that he not hide behind the weasel
words of the local Liberal MPs in that area, but that he
fund this project which is very important for the whole
community in the Knox area.

Judges: regional services
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
May I also add my congratulations to Mr Viney on his
elevation to Deputy President and express my
confidence that he will conduct himself in the same
distinguished manner as his predecessor.
My adjournment matter this afternoon is directed to the
Attorney-General, and I will commence a practice I
hope to continue, which is to use the adjournment
debate to raise a matter in a very quick and short way. I
am referring to the pre-election commitment made by
the Attorney-General about the housing of judges in
regional areas on an ongoing basis. The government’s
pre-election commitments were that judges would be
based in the regional centres of Geelong, Ballarat,
Morwell and Bendigo on an ongoing rather than
short-term basis, but the policy document was short on
detail beyond that — that is to say, it did not specify
what the government meant by the term ‘ongoing’.
The action I seek from the Attorney-General is that he
provide me with clarification on whether the term
‘ongoing’ means that judges will be based in those
regional centres on a permanent basis — in other
words, judges will live in and be based permanently in
those communities — and if that is the commitment of
the government, when will that practice commence? I
ask that the Attorney-General provide me with
clarification on whether the use of the term ‘ongoing’ is
meant to suggest that judges will from now on be based
in those communities permanently.

Alpine parks: cattle grazing
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Environment and Climate Change, Ryan Smith.
Yesterday I heard my colleague Mr Scheffer outline the
issue I am going to raise today, which is about the
return of cattle to the high country, in particular national
parks within the Victorian high country. I know I am
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limited to asking for one action, so I will not ask the
series of questions that I could ask the minister — for
instance, was it actually his decision to pull the trigger
to implement this policy that was forced on the Liberal
Party by The Nationals, or was it the Minister for
Agriculture and Food Security, who is also the Minister
for Water, who was responsible for the administrative
chain of command that made this happen? I will not ask
the question about whether there is a pecuniary interest
and benefit accumulating to members of the Mountain
Cattlemens Association of Victoria and whether they
are members of The Nationals or the Liberal Party. I
will not ask questions about whether there is any
agistment fee or stock fee that is a direct benefit and
subsidy paid by the Victorian taxpayer. I will not ask
questions about any of those matters related to the
personal and financial benefit that accrues to those
cattlemen through this arrangement. I will leave that for
other people to analyse and to comment on at another
point in time.
The issue I am primarily concerned about is the issue
Mr Scheffer raised, which is the scientific validity of a
sensible trial of the return of cattle to the high country,
the basis on which that decision was made and the way
in which the appropriate protocols and agreements were
sought from the commonwealth government. As
Mr Scheffer has indicated, there are a number of rare
and threatened endangered species in the high country
that could potentially be put at risk through the
reintroduction of cattle into this very sensitive
ecosystem.
My primary interest and the interest I would like the
minister to respond to, most importantly beyond what
he reports back to me, is to take action to ensure that
threatened species are protected throughout this trial. I,
the Victorian community, the scientific community and
I am sure the commonwealth government would like to
be aware of the design and the implementation of
measures to ensure the protection of endangered species
into the future whilst this totally inappropriate and
ostensible trial, which is nothing but an opportunistic
return of cattle to the high country, takes place.

Fruit fly: Goulburn Valley
Ms DARVENIZA (Northern Victoria) — Deputy
President, I also add my congratulations to those of my
parliamentary colleagues on your elevation. I know you
will do a great job.
I wish to raise a matter for the attention of the Minister
for Agriculture and Food Security, Peter Walsh. The
matter I wish to raise concerns the Queensland fruit fly
outbreak in the Goulburn Valley that has been declared
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today. Whilst this outbreak is on the north side of
Shepparton, the humid and warm conditions we have
been experiencing in the area will lend themselves to
the rapid spread of this pest if immediate action is not
taken.
The Goulburn Valley is known as the fruit bowl of our
state. It is a major food production area that produces
many fruits and vegetables that can host the
Queensland fruit fly, such as the many stone fruits
grown in the Goulburn Valley, tomatoes — we are big
growers of tomatoes in that region — citrus fruits,
apples and a range of vegetables.
The issue I am most concerned about is the risk of
further outbreaks in the Goulburn Valley and across
northern Victoria. I therefore ask that the minister and
his department ensure that adequate and timely
information is made available, not only to producers but
also importantly to the general public, so that more
outbreaks across northern Victoria can be prevented. It
is important that those who are living in the region
remind visitors to the area not to bring fruit into the
region. It is also important for people who live in the
area and have fruit trees growing in their backyards to
be vigilant about checking their fruit and not to leave
fallen fruit on the ground.
I understand the Department of Primary Industries is
undertaking an eradication program and will be getting
in touch with all the people living in the area where
fruit fly has been detected. I am also seeking from the
minister, in the spirit of a bipartisan approach, a
briefing on the fruit fly outbreak in northern Victoria
and his programs for detection and eradication, and I
ask that information about this pest be made available
to me.

Responses
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I want to thank all the members who
have raised matters on the adjournment tonight. Before
responding to those matters I want to indicate that I
have a written response to an adjournment debate
matter raised by Mr Lenders on 21 December 2010.
Turning to the matters raised tonight, Mr Lenders raised
a matter for the attention of the Minister for Agriculture
and Food Security expressing his willingness to
demonstrate bipartisan support on some of the
important issues within the portfolio areas of agriculture
and water, but he made the point that that bipartisan
support needed to be preceded by adequate briefings.
The request put forward to the chamber, which I will
happily convey to my colleague Mr Walsh, is the need

ADJOURNMENT
136

COUNCIL

for adequate briefings on both of those areas of
agriculture and water. That request will be passed on.
My colleague Mr Koch raised a matter for the attention
of the Minister for Environment and Climate Change.
Mr Koch made a request that the minister accompany
him on a visit to Wannon Falls Reserve in his electorate
to look at the management practices of that reserve.
That request will be passed on.
Ms Hartland raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Public Transport regarding the regional rail
link project, an important piece of future infrastructure
for her electorate. She sought some guarantees about
funding commitments for that project. I will pass on
that request to the Minister for Public Transport.
Mr Scheffer raised a matter for the Minister for
Education requesting a release of some information,
particularly a list of schools which have been upgraded
or refurbished in his and my electorate of Eastern
Victoria Region. I will pass that request on to the
Minister for Education for him.
Ms Mikakos raised for the attention of the Minister for
Major Projects a matter concerning the wholesale fruit
and flower market and particularly expressed concern
about the review of the proposed relocation of that
market to Epping. She put forward some arguments as
to why she thinks such a review is not necessary and
why Epping is a great place for a new market. I am sure
the minister in reading that contribution will give due
consideration to the views she has expressed, and I will
pass that request on to the minister for her.
Mr Leane raised an important matter for the Minister
for Education concerning the provision of autistic
services for children in the eastern part of his electorate,
in particular the proposed eastern autistic school. He
sought clarification as to the funding stages of that
project. I will pass that matter on to the Minister for
Education and seek some clarification regarding
funding so that Mr Leane can pass that on to his
constituents.
Mr Pakula raised a matter for the attention of the
Attorney-General. He particularly sought clarification
of what some terms in the election policy meant — in
particular what was meant by the ‘ongoing’ location of
judges in certain regional centres. I will pass that
request for clarification on to the Attorney-General.
Mr Jennings raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Environment and Climate Change. In his
clever and innovative way he avoided putting multiple
questions on the record, but made his points well in the
way he phrased his matter for the adjournment debate.

Wednesday, 9 February 2011

Mr Jennings sought clarification from the Minister for
Environment and Climate Change on scientific validity
concerning cattle grazing in the high country of
Victoria. The matter he raised tonight was much the
same as the request made by Mr Scheffer, his colleague
who sits directly behind him. Perhaps the next time the
member phrases this question he might have regard to
standing order 4.11(1), which states in part that a
member ‘may not raise a matter which has been
discussed in the previous six months of the same
session’. Indeed in the past the Chair has ruled that on
some occasions members — —
Mr Jennings — But you haven’t answered yet.
Good point; Mr Scheffer ran out of time, so it is a good
point.
Hon. P. R. HALL — I am not suggesting to the
Chair that it should be excluded; I am just saying to the
member that when raising matters on the adjournment
he should have regard to this standing order because the
Chair in future may consider his request to be of such
similarity that it could be interpreted as being the same
as one put forward by another member. I am
mentioning that in passing and by way of guidance for
future adjournment matters. Nevertheless, in summary,
Mr Jennings made a number of points but sought
advice on one in particular. That request will be
conveyed to the Minister for Environment and Climate
Change.
Ms Darveniza raised an important matter for her
electorate with the Minister for Agriculture and Food
Security. It concerns the recently announced outbreak
of Queensland fruit fly. We all share her concerns about
the potential of fruit fly to cause damage to fruit
production in the Goulburn Valley region. She made
two requests — firstly, that adequate and timely
information be given to growers and residents of the
Goulburn Valley; and secondly, that she be thoroughly
briefed on this matter. I will pass that request on to the
Minister for Agriculture and Food Security.
That concludes the list of adjournment matters raised
with me tonight.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! The house
now stands adjourned.
House adjourned 3.04 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. N. Atkinson) took the
chair at 9.34 a.m. and read the prayer.

Membership
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — By
leave, I move:

VICTORIAN FAMILIES STATEMENT
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health), by leave,
presented statement.
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Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
1.

That Mr P. Davis, Mr O’Brien and Mr Pakula be
members of the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee.

Laid on table.
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Ordered to be considered next day on motion of
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health).

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Ombudsman — Report on the Investigation into the probity
of The Hotel Windsor redevelopment, February 2011.
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003 — Government
Response to the Law Reform Committee’s Report on Powers
of Attorney.

OMBUDSMAN: INVESTIGATION INTO
THE PROBITY OF THE HOTEL WINDSOR
REDEVEOPMENT
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I desire
to move, by leave:
That the report on the investigation of the probity of the Hotel
Windsor redevelopment, February 2011, be taken into
account forthwith.

Leave refused.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday,
1 March.

Motion agreed to.

2.

That Mr O’Donohue and Mr O’Brien be members of the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
World’s Greatest Shave
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — There has
been concern expressed by many members of this
chamber about the state of my hair. I would like to say
that next month the Leukaemia Foundation is running
its major fundraiser called World’s Greatest Shave to
help raise money for patients and families living with
leukaemia.
Every hour of every day one person in Australia is
diagnosed with leukaemia and associated diseases, and
every 2 hours someone loses their life to this disease. I
intend to register today for the World’s Greatest
Shave — one, because I could not think of a better
cause; two, because it gets me out of a stupid statement
I made on YouTube during the election campaign and
allows me to somehow still keep some sort of dignity.
I will be sending a link to all members outlining how
they may sponsor me if they wish. I may speak to you,
President, about using it to urge other people in the
community to register and do the same in the week
before the actual fundraiser date.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Thank you, Mr Leane.
I am pleased to hear there is an explanation.

Victorian election: Liberal Party candidates
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I rise to express my appreciation to the
people of the south-eastern metropolitan region for their
support at the November 2010 election. I take this
opportunity to congratulate my colleague Mrs Peulich
on her re-election to the South Eastern Metropolitan
Region and the new Liberal members elected to the
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lower house throughout the south-east: Michael Gidley
as the member for Mount Waverley, Geoff Shaw as the
member for Frankston, Lorraine Wreford as the
member for Mordialloc, and Donna Bauer as the
member for Carrum. I would also like to congratulate
my old friend Brad Battin on his election as the
member for Gembrook in the Assembly.
I also take this opportunity to thank and congratulate
the other Liberal candidates in the south-east who ran
but were not successful in their endeavours in
November 2010: Courtney Mann in Mulgrave, Geoff
Ablett in Cranbourne, Michelle Frazer in Narre Warren
North, Gary Rowe in Narre Warren South, Tony
Holland in Lyndhurst, Justin Scott in Clayton and Dale
Key in Dandenong. I also congratulate and thank the
other members of the Liberal ticket in the upper house:
Gladys Liu, Ashton Ashokkumar and Tim Cincotta.
This election was a great vindication of the many party
supporters and members who have supported us over
the last 11 years in opposition and have kept the faith
with the Liberal Party. They now have a strong team in
the south-eastern region representing them, in both the
upper house and lower house, and I look forward to this
team delivering good government to the people of
Victoria.

Violet Town Tennis Club
Ms BROAD (Northern Victoria) — In August last
year I was very pleased to visit Violet Town and meet
with representatives of the tennis club at the recreation
reserve and discuss the Shire of Strathbogie’s
application under the Brumby government’s
community facility funding program for a grant to
assist the Violet Town Tennis Club with the resurfacing
of tennis courts at the recreation reserve.
Following that visit I was very pleased to support the
application in an adjournment debate matter directed to
the responsible Labor minister at the time, James
Merlino, in August last year. And in October last year,
following advice from the minister, I was delighted to
announce that Violet Town residents would have more
opportunities to exercise and play the sports they love,
thanks to $34 666 from the Brumby Labor government
to resurface their tennis courts with a safe new synthetic
grass playing surface that does not require any water —
a priority at the time!
I was therefore puzzled to see an announcement three
months later, this week, from the lower house member
for Benalla, Bill Sykes, that the Violet Town Tennis
Club will receive $34 666 from the Victorian
Liberal-Nationals government for a new synthetic grass
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playing surface — the exact amount I announced three
months ago for the same club for the same purpose.
There are two possibilities here: either the dedicated
supporters of the Violet Town Tennis Club and
Strathbogie shire have doubled their money for this
project in the space of three months, or Dr Sykes is
being disingenuous in claiming that the
Liberal-Nationals government is funding this project.
For a government claiming to be dedicated to setting
new standards on integrity, accountability and
transparency, claiming to be devoid of — —
Mrs Petrovich interjected.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Mrs Petrovich! The
member’s time has expired.

Parliamentary committees: Greens
membership
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — It is
very pleasing that yesterday was the first meeting of the
Legislative Council’s new standing committees, the
establishment of which I had quite a hand in late last
year. It was very pleasing to see them set up. I
mentioned at the meeting of the committee of which I
am a member — the Standing Committee on
Environment and Planning — that it would be a good
idea if there was a meeting between everyone who is on
these new committees and the federal Senate’s Clerk of
Committees and also perhaps the President of the
Senate to get some idea as to how the committees work
in the Senate, because that is the system on which ours
is modelled. It would be a good idea to have that
happen fairly quickly so that everybody gets an idea of
how these committees should be working.
Just a moment ago the Leader of the Government
announced the Legislative Council membership of the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee and the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee (SARC).
The government offered the Greens a place on those
committees, and Mr Barber and I have both served on
PAEC in the past. However, many times in this house I
have made the point that that committee should be an
independent one; it should not be chaired by the
government. It is not appropriate for the government to
be chairing the committee that scrutinises its own
budget. For that reason and also because we are
members of the upper house committees, the Greens
have declined membership of PAEC and SARC.

Darryl Argall
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — I would like to
congratulate Mr Darryl Argall on becoming a Member
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of the Order of Australia. I have served with Mr Argall
on many committees, and his passion, strength of
advocacy and down-to-earth approach has earnt him
huge respect in the Wimmera community.

Frank Ruffo
Mr RAMSAY — I attended the Australia Day
celebrations at Bacchus Marsh and would like to say a
few words about Moorabool Shire Council’s Citizen of
the Year award recipient Frank Ruffo. Frank runs the
family business, Tripod Farmers, with his wife, Angela,
and his two sons, Joseph and Frankie. His brother Joe
and Joe’s wife are also partners in the business. He
supplies salad greens to South Australia, the Northern
Territory, Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria
and overseas to Hong Kong, Singapore and Thailand.
The business employs 100 people in Bacchus Marsh,
with another 300 employed on a contract basis,
including employees at the company’s Maffra site.
About 10 years ago Frank led a team of people to clean
up the Werribee River, which was suffering from the
effects of the drought. The project included removing
willow and boxthorn along the river banks in the
Bacchus Marsh area — a major job. However, the fight
goes on.
Frank is a long-term and active member of Rotary. His
business is a long-term sponsor of both the football
teams in Bacchus Marsh — the Darley football club
and the Bacchus Marsh football club — which are both
members of the Central Highlands Football League. He
also sponsors cricket clubs in Bacchus Marsh.
Despite his children no longer attending the school, he
continues to support the St Bernard’s Parish Primary
School annual fete. Every year he sets up a stall with
his produce — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! The member’s time
has expired.

Noble Park-Keysborough Community Drug
Action Forum
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
wish to firstly congratulate the former Noble
Park-Keysborough Community Drug Action Forum for
the work it has undertaken in the city of Greater
Dandenong to promote awareness of drug-related
issues over the nearly 10 years it has been operating.
Through the production of an annual local service
provider calendar as well as a safety-around-syringes
information card, which was developed jointly with the
City of Greater Dandenong and the South East Alcohol
and Drug Service, this group has been able to assist
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with the education of residents about where they can
access help and what action to take in certain
circumstances.
The group has established close links with local service
providers and agencies, police, the council and
community groups, which are represented regularly at
the monthly meetings. This allows firsthand feedback
directly from local residents that can be acted upon by
the relevant body. On many occasions this direct
exchange of information has led to additional police
patrols in certain areas or visits by outreach teams to
assess and improve the situation.
I would like to wish the group well as it tackles new
challenges as the Noble Park community action forum.
This group has evolved over time to be responsive to
the needs of the local community, hence the reason for
the name change and the shift in focus to also include
community strengthening activities. I have no doubt
that this group will continue with the good work it has
been doing in the community as well as achieve great
things in its future endeavours.

Humanitarian visas: Egyptian Coptic
Christians
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — On 6 January
this year, along with my good friend and federal
colleague Senator Julian McGauran, I attended a
memorial service at St Paul’s Cathedral in the city for
the Coptic Christians who were murdered a week
earlier in a terrorist attack in Egypt. This was followed
by a rally in Federation Square, which I addressed and
which was attended by over 2000 members of the
Coptic community.
The cowardly attack I speak of, sadly, was only one in a
series of such acts by extremist Islamist elements in
Egypt, and this has been going on over a number of
years. The tragedy is that the current turmoil in Egypt
has been used in this last week as a cover for more
bloodshed carried out against the Copts. Two whole
families were slaughtered this week alone. There are
80 000 Copts in Australia. Almost all of them have
family members still in Egypt, and they are very fearful
for the safety of those family members.
The current federal government has let down the Coptic
community very badly. In fact when foreign minister
Kevin Rudd met with President Mubarak last year he
did not even mention their plight, which is just
appalling. I believe we must immediately suspend the
limitations and allow these Coptic Christians into
Australia to escape persecution and indeed to escape
death.
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Arda Duck
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — Many people
in Geelong are still in shock over the sudden death of
Arda Duck, a consummate educationalist and dedicated
change agent who strove to improve the opportunities
for all students, particularly those from disadvantaged
backgrounds. Arda was a highly respected principal of
the Corio Bay Senior College and a major driving force
in creating the new Northern Bay P–12 College. Arda
worked tirelessly on shifting the paradigm and knew
that the Corio-Norlane education regeneration project
was a long-term commitment to the northern Geelong
community. Working closely with staff and students
was always on Arda’s agenda, but her ability to bring
the wider community together and to coalesce and
corral decision-makers to deliver the best possible
outcomes for the local community was her forte.
A 90-second statement does not allow sufficient time to
properly pay tribute to Arda Duck for all of her work.
However, last Friday’s service in size and in content did
exemplify community sentiment and gave thanks to a
truly remarkable woman who was much respected and
very much loved. I also take this opportunity to record
my thanks for Arda’s support of the annual Fanny
Brownbill function.
I convey my deepest sympathy to Arda’s family, Paul,
Clare, Martin and Tom. I know they are labouring in
tremendous grief. Arda is sorely missed but will always
be remembered by so many. Vale, Arda Duck.

Ambulance services: Horsham
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — Today
I want to bring to the attention of the house a surprising
development. Shortly after I was sworn in as the new
health minister I was informed that there were problems
with the Horsham ambulance station proposal. The
previous health minister, now the Leader of the
Opposition, Mr Andrews, the member for Mulgrave in
the Legislative Assembly, had promised a new
ambulance station at Horsham, but when the situation
was closely examined it emerged that the department
was unaware of this proposed ambulance station,
Ambulance Victoria had unfortunately not allocated
enough money and there was a black hole in funding
for it. We were $100 000-odd short of being able to
build a new ambulance station at Horsham.
Through some internal re-prioritisation we have been
able to fund that ambulance station. It would have been
unfortunate if the ambulance station at Horsham could
not have proceeded. I have seen the old ambulance
station, and it clearly needs to be upgraded. That project
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will be worked through by the department with
Ambulance Victoria using the additional funds that
have been made available. But it is clear that this is
becoming a typical discovery. As we look through a
number of programs or mooted programs we find there
are black holes, there is a lack of funding by the former
health minister — —
An honourable member — All deliberate.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Yes, all deliberate. He
hoodwinked people — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! The member’s time
has expired.

Natural disasters: Australia
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
I rise to express my condolences to the people of my
electorate and the rest of Victoria who have suffered
from the floods over the past month. It would be wrong
to speak about the horrors of the floods in Victoria
without pausing to reflect on the natural disasters that
have rocked our country over this summer or on the
tragedy of the Black Saturday bushfires, which claimed
the lives of 173 people two years ago last Tuesday.
Over the last two years it seems that Australians, and
Victorians in particular, have been given a powerful
reminder of the devastation and human suffering that
the forces of Mother Nature are able to inflict on
humanity. I am proud to say that the stoicism and
courage of the Australian people have once again come
to the fore to enable devastated communities
throughout the country to commence the rebuilding
process immediately, almost in defiance of the havoc
wreaked by Mother Nature.
A manifestation of this was a sign which appeared in
the wreckage of a house that only a day earlier had been
completely destroyed by Cyclone Yasi. The sign
defiantly read: ‘Is that all you’ve got?’, no doubt
meaning that it takes more than a category 5 cyclone to
break the spirit of Australians and that particular
community.
The tail end of the cyclone hit the south-eastern suburbs
of Melbourne last Friday and Saturday. I happen to live
at the epicentre of where the tail end of Cyclone Yasi
hit the hardest in Victoria, Lynbrook, where — —
The PRESIDENT — Order! The member’s time
has expired.
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IVECO Trucks Australia: ministerial visit

Vietnamese Lunar New Year celebrations

Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade) — Since taking on
my role as the Minister for Manufacturing, Exports and
Trade, I am pleased to have met representatives from a
range of companies. In my first 60 days I have had
48 personal meetings with various company managers.
In particular I want to express my gratitude to the
management of IVECO Trucks Australia, who allowed
me to work a full production shift.

Mrs PEULICH — I also had the pleasure of
representing the minister at the Tet festival at Sandown
Park, which was organised by the Victorian chapter of
the Vietnamese association. A wonderful job was done
by Bon Nguyen. I take this opportunity to wish
members of the Vietnamese community a very happy
Year of the Cat.

Mrs Peulich — Did you get paid?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — I did not get paid,
but I was very pleased to work with the workers. I
started at 7.00 a.m. and finished working at 3.00 p.m.
with an announcement to the company.
There are now three IVECO trucks soon to be running
around Melbourne or interstate that have been put
together by the Minister for Manufacturing, Exports
and Trade. I hope I put the bolts on the right way and
connected all the wires up in the right way. It was a
fantastic learning experience. Having previously been
involved in manufacturing of various sorts and in
business, it was wonderful to get back on the
production line and to work with the company’s staff. I
worked on a day when it was 40 degrees, so with the
boiler suit, the hat and everything else on it was a
difficult shift, but it made me recognise the dedication
with which Australian workers in these manufacturing
plants are pushing out great vehicles and great products
into export markets for Victoria.

Victorian election: Liberal Party candidates
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Yesterday I ran out of time before I had the opportunity
to congratulate my upper house colleagues on being
re-elected in the recent state election. I particularly
congratulate Gordon Rich-Phillips on being appointed a
minister in the Baillieu government. I also thank Gladys
Liu, Ashton Ashokkumar and Tim Cincotta for
working very hard as part of the upper house ticket in
the South Eastern Metropolitan Region.

Chinese New Year
Mrs PEULICH — I also take this opportunity to
congratulate the Springvale Asian Business Association
on another fantastic Chinese festival, which I had the
pleasure of attending recently. I wish all those who
celebrate Chinese New Year a very happy Year of the
Rabbit.

Floods: South Eastern Metropolitan Region
Mrs PEULICH — I also congratulate and thank our
local councils for doing outstanding work in response
to the floods. In particular I single out the cities of
Casey, Greater Dandenong and Kingston.

Schools: floods
Mrs PEULICH — Lastly, I extend my very best
wishes to the 856 100 students who will attend
Victorian schools in 2011, especially the
66 900 preppies who had a late and dramatic start and
the 65 200 year 7 students for whom a new adventure
in their educational lives is about to begin — albeit in
some cases complicated by the flood impact on local
schools. The school communities are doing a
magnificent job, and I wish them all the very best.

Bendigo: project funding
Mr DRUM (Northern Victoria) — I bring to the
attention of the house the fact that Bendigo electorates
are being short-changed by local lower house members.
Jacinta Allan, the member for Bendigo East in the
Assembly, has been vocal since the last election in
claiming that the new coalition government should
build the Labor-promised hospital, at a cost of
$473 million. We all know that the design and the
funding for that hospital is totally inadequate, which
must make Jacinta Allan the only lower house member
in history to argue and actively campaign against an
additional $102 million coming into her electorate. She
is actively campaigning against that additional money
from the coalition, and I would like her to explain why.
Another instance is the member for Bendigo West in
the Assembly, Maree Edwards, who is quoted in
Tarrangower Times, the local newspaper for Maldon,
as saying that she would be holding the coalition
government to account in relation to the extension of
the natural gas line to Maldon. Nowhere in the article
did it explain why the Labor Party, the party she
represents, totally ignored Maldon in the lead-up to the
last election. At that time the Labor Party ignored not
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only Maldon but also the larger town near Maldon,
Castlemaine.
It is a bit rich that the member for Bendigo East is
actively campaigning against additional funding
coming into her electorate and the member for Bendigo
West is pretending to hold the coalition government to
account when it is moving ahead and proposing
projects that will bring about prosperity in her region, in
spite of the fact that the Labor Party totally ignored
those projects.

GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed from 9 February; motion of
Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) for
adoption of address-in-reply.
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — I welcome the
opportunity to speak on the address-in-reply. I
remember listening to the address last year, paying
close attention to that particularly small part of the
address that dealt with the government’s planning
agenda and hearing that the new government would
consult with the community.
We all know what consultation meant for the former
Liberal government and how it treated the community.
It refused point blank to consult, and it bulldozed its
way through while completely ignoring the views of the
community. That government took a bulldozer to
planning, consultation and the suburbs. Listening to the
Governor’s address I wondered how the new minister,
Matthew Guy, would approach the planning portfolio
and the words ‘consult with the community’. Would it
be any different to the approach of the Kennett
government?
We did not have to wait long to find out, because one of
the first acts of the new minister was to bulldoze
consultation. One of his first decisions was to sack the
advisory committee set up to put a brake on
inappropriate development in Melbourne. One of
Minister Guy’s first acts was to take the axe to the
central standing advisory committee. That committee
was set up to give the community and Melbourne City
Council a voice before the minister made a decision on
developments in Melbourne. That committee had an
important role, because development will change the
skyline of Melbourne forever.
Without consulting with the committee or the
community, Mr Guy got rid of the committee. He
wielded the axe and did not bother to consult with
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anyone. With the committee gone, what was the next
thing he did? Ten days after Mr Guy got rid of the
committee, and using his free hand, he granted two
major planning permits. He did this on Christmas Eve,
under the cover of Christmas. He pushed out a media
release granting approval for a development comprising
two buildings, one with 46 storeys and the other with
51 storeys, and approval for another building with
67 storeys. At a time when he was talking about
consultation he got rid of the advisory committee and
then, under the cover of Christmas, announced, without
any explanation, approval for two major Melbourne
developments. He got rid of the committee and used his
free hand to forever change the Melbourne skyline.
The community should well be fearful of what is
happening now behind closed doors. Obviously for this
government consultation does not mean consultation
with Melbourne City Council or with Melbourne city
residents. It does not mean consultation about
developments that are going to change the Melbourne
skyline, because Mr Guy has gotten rid of that advisory
committee. We are left wondering, ‘What does that
consultation mean?’.
It was interesting to note that during his contribution
yesterday Mr Guy again spoke about consultation. He
talked about community. However, we are left
wondering what that consultation means. Then this
morning, in an article on page 3 of today’s Age, it was
all revealed. I was reading my paper and enjoying my
breakfast, and there it was. We now know that
consultation does not mean consultation with ordinary
Victorians. It means consultation with the big end of
town, with the Liberal Party hierarchy. To see that we
only have to read the headline ‘Baillieu’s planning
debut a victory for top end of town’. The article states:
Melbourne’s most influential businessmen and active Liberal
Party supporters are among the immediate beneficiaries of the
Baillieu government’s first planning intervention …

Mr Finn interjected.
Mr TEE — It is back to the future, Mr Finn. The
veil has been lifted. If you have got problems with a
proposed development that might interfere with your
penthouse views or your views of the bay, if you are at
the top end of town and have a problem, you call
Mr Guy. He will fly to the rescue. What a speedy
response you get from the hero of the rich and the
powerful. What does he do? We only have to read the
paper to see. After he got the call from the tower of
power, 10 days before the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal hearing, the result of which
might interfere with those penthouse views, he came to
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the rescue. Here he comes! He hears the call and comes
flying in to rescue the rich and famous.

because it is not something that Australia needs on our
great day.

Finally, we understand what this government means
when it talks about consultation with the community. In
this case the community is the business elite and the
Liberal Party hierarchy.

Four years ago I commented that I supported the
constitutional monarchy. I have an open mind on the
subject; if somebody wants to bring forward something
better, they can, but as I say, there is no such thing to
this point that we can see.

We have these promises from the government of
openness, accountability and consultation. We know
what they mean. We know they are hollow promises. If
Mr Guy genuinely wants to be open and accountable,
he needs to tell the community about these backroom
deals. He needs to tell the community about these deals
the Liberal Party makes. In the meantime the
community should feel well and truly ripped off.
Members of the community know they do not have
access and they are not part of the backroom deals.
They have been shut out from the office of the Minister
for Planning.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — It is a delight
to speak in this debate. I thank Mr Tee for his
contribution, which was very entertaining and highly
amusing. In fact it was hysterical in many ways. We
know the Labor Party has hit new levels of desperation
when Labor members start quoting the Age. It is a very
sad state of affairs that the opposition in this state feels
it necessary to fall to those particular depths.
I wish to thank the Governor for his speech to this
Parliament and to assure him and this house of my
continued loyalty to Her Majesty the Queen and to our
system of government, the constitutional monarchy,
which is clearly a leading system of government in the
world. You would have to say there is none better. I
have always said I would be very happy to hear from
republicans if they wished to come forward with a
model or a system of government which is better than
the one we have now. I am still waiting. I have been
waiting for years, and I anticipate that I will be waiting
for many more years, because there just is not one. I am
therefore very happy to reassert my loyalty to Her
Majesty.
On Australia Day it was very disappointing to see a
group of individuals who had decided to use our
national day to start up a very divisive debate on our
national flag, which I think is one of the most beautiful
sights in the world. It is very sad that those in the
republican movement would use our national day in the
way they did. It is a day when we should be celebrating
everything that is great about Australia; instead we
were having a very divisive debate and argument about
the Australian flag and its future. I am hoping that in
future those sorts of individuals will pull their heads in,

It gives me particular pleasure to stand here as no
longer the only Liberal from the Western Metropolitan
Region. It gives me enormous pleasure to say that at the
27 November election the Liberals in the west doubled
their representation; we went from one member to two!
Ms Crozier interjected.
Mr FINN — When you consider that four years ago
we did not have any members at all, that is pretty
sensational.
Mr O’Donohue — Next time it will be four.
Mr FINN — Mr O’Donohue makes the point that
next time it will be four; I agree. I think it will not be
just in this house. I think we will find that in the other
place as well we will have Liberal representation from
the west. You just have to have a look at the results in
some of the western suburbs seats at the election to
know the Liberals are coming in the west; there is
nothing surer. In the seat of Williamstown, for example,
a seat held by two former premiers — not real flash, but
they were premiers nonetheless — we achieved a swing
of close to 13 per cent, the biggest swing to the Liberal
Party in Victoria. As I said, this was in the seat of
Williamstown, which is right next door to the seat of
Altona, where we achieved a similar swing around
12 months ago in the Altona by-election.
Going by those two results you can see we are doing
very nicely in the west. We are communicating with the
people, and I know that more and more people in the
western suburbs are accepting that the Liberal Party is
their party. We speak for the people of the west. We
have their aspirations and welfare at heart, and they
know that after 11 years the Labor Party does not really
care about the west. They know that the Labor Party
will neglect the west, and as I have pointed out in this
place and in many other places, for decades — for
generations — the Labor Party has used and abused the
people of the western suburbs for its own purposes.
Now the people of the west are finally saying, ‘Enough
is enough’, and we saw tremendous swings in seats like
Niddrie, Keilor and Kororoit.
There was a magnificent swing in Essendon, which was
a particular pleasure. It was a great disappointment to
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me that we did not quite get there, because in my view
the candidate that the Labor Party put up in Essendon
leaves a fair bit to be desired. It has to be said that the
current member for Essendon, Justin Madden, is
somebody I do not have a great deal of respect for. I am
not just talking about his ability to make a complete
dog’s breakfast of the planning portfolio when he held
it; I have to say that in the four years I represented the
Western Metropolitan Region, as had the current
member for Essendon, I got out a fair bit. If there were
two men standing on a corner, I would go and talk to
them. I went to every function I was invited to if I
possibly could. I was out an enormous amount —
members can check with my wife on that if they want
to.
In that four years, how many times did I see Justin
Madden at an electorate function? How many times
might members imagine? The answer is zilch. Not once
did I see Justin Madden out in his electorate — not
even once. The only time I saw him in that four years in
the electorate was one night when I was walking across
the road to a meeting at a school; he drove past, stuck
his head out the window and said, ‘G’day’. He was on
his way home. That was the only time I saw him, so I
wish the people of Essendon well. I wish them a great
deal of luck, and they are going to need it.
Let me tell the house: we are going to come back in
2014. The Liberal Party will take the seat of Essendon
at the next election, and we will turf Mr Madden out
onto his superannuation. Let us hope he will enjoy that
as much as he has enjoyed making a mess of many
aspects of Victoria over the past four years.
I mentioned Mr Elsbury earlier. I believe Andrew
Elsbury will be an outstanding member of Parliament.
He has already shown that he has the makings of a
first-class MP, and I think the people of the western
suburbs will be well served by him sitting in this house.
The enthusiasm and levels of energy he has already
displayed are something he can be particularly proud of
and we can all be very excited about.
Mr Elsbury’s maiden speech in this house was a
particularly good one. Some on the other side of the
house and even some in the media have commented on
his views on abortion and on capital punishment. They
seem to think there is some conflict there. I do not
know why, because clearly in the case of abortion we
are talking about the killing of somebody who is
innocent and in the case of capital punishment we are
talking about the killing of somebody who is guilty —
that is, somebody who has actually done something to
deserve that fate. I am not sure why people would think
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those two views are somehow in conflict; it does not
make any sense to me at all.
I quite openly support what Mr Elsbury has said. I
know this is not government policy. Let me make it
clear to journalists from the Age and anybody else who
is listening that I know this is not government policy. I
would like to see it become government policy, but it is
not government policy. I believe there should be capital
punishment in this state for major drug dealers and drug
lords. These people do not deserve to breathe the same
air that we do. I am strongly of the view that Carl
Williams, for example, should not have been bashed to
death in jail; he should have been executed by the state
as he was just a merchant of death and misery. I believe
that if we were to send a very clear message to people
who deal in death and misery via the drug trade in this
state that we are not going to tolerate it, then we would
have achieved a good deal.
I am talking about protecting our kids. Perhaps I am not
speaking just as a legislator now but as a father as well,
somebody whose daughter started secondary school
just last week and whose twin daughters started primary
school last week as well. Obviously I have their welfare
at heart. That is uppermost in my mind. These drug
dealers threaten their existence, their lives and their
welfare, and we as legislators have a responsibility to
those children to protect them. If we have to remove
drug dealers in that way, let us do it.
Another area of concern raised by Mr Elsbury is the
area of abortion. Over recent times we have seen a
number of babies born as a result of failed abortions.
This house unfortunately did not want to know about
that and rejected a motion moved by Mr Peter
Kavanagh, a former member for Western Victoria
Region, to investigate that further. It is regrettable that
the house rejected that motion. The reality remains that
these babies were just left to die; that is the bottom line.
They were born as a result of failed abortions, and they
were just left to die. If it was happening last year or the
year before, you can bet your bottom dollar that it is
still happening today. We have a responsibility as
legislators to do something about that.
Last month a front page of the Herald Sun was a
horrifying reminder of what the Abortion Law Reform
Act 2008 has inflicted upon this state — twin boys
were aborted for no other reason than the fact that they
were boys. Their mother wanted a girl but she had twin
boys, so she killed them. That is something that we in a
civilised society should not tolerate, but that has been
brought upon us by the fact that in this state there are
appalling abortion laws that allow abortion for any
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reason, at any time right up until birth and, in the case
of those babies who are born alive, even after birth.
I look forward at some stage, hopefully in the
not-too-distant future, to seeing the Abortion Law
Reform Act 2008 repealed. It is a law which should not
be on the statute book, and I believe an increasing
number of members of this Parliament are of the view
that the law should be repealed, and repealed soon.
Over the last couple of months one of the joys we have
seen in this state with the change of government is the
end to the waste of Labor. Over 11 years the Labor
Party turned waste into an art form. If waste were
capable of being put in a gallery, it would be on display
on St Kilda Road because Labor did a superb job. For
example, we are still spending money on myki. It has
been such a disaster with Labor losing somewhere in
the vicinity of $1.5 billion. What could we have done
with $1.5 billion? I have less than 2 minutes left,
otherwise I would tell members what could be done.
We could do a great deal, particularly to assist people
who have been affected by the floods. There are a lot of
people who could do with that money. The Labor Party
spent $1.5 billion on a tram ticket, and we still have not
got the thing working. If I walked down the steps of
Parliament House, I would still have trouble getting on
a tram and using the myki system.
We remember the fast rail project. Labor said it was
going to cost $80 million; it came in at over $1 billion.
That is another example of the Labor way. We have
seen what has happened to the desalination plant. The
last time I saw it it was under water. It is extraordinary.
If the government of the day had listened to the locals,
it would have known the desal plant was being built on
a flood plain. It should not have come as any surprise to
Labor to know that when it rains a lot, it is going to
flood, and that is what has happened over the last week.
The Labor Party went out of its way to build that great
monstrosity, and I suggest it could end up being one of
the greatest white elephants that Victoria has ever
witnessed.
I believe Victoria is a wonderful place to live. I love
Victoria; it is a delight in so many ways. But it has
fallen into disrepair over the last 11 years. Labor failed
on so many levels to give us what we need and what we
deserve as Victorians. I am very excited to be a part of
the Baillieu government. I am very excited to see the
Liberal Party and The Nationals back on this side of the
house, because I know that together we will deliver
what we said we would deliver, and we will make
Victoria a great state again.
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Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan) — I would
like to make some comments in reply to the Governor’s
speech, which was made in this house on 21 December
last year. But first I would like to congratulate
Mr Atkinson on his being elected as President of this
chamber. I am confident he will perform his role with
professionalism and integrity. I also congratulate the
Deputy President, Mr Viney, on his election.
I would also like to congratulate all members of the
57th Parliament on their election or re-election and
wish them well in undertaking their parliamentary
duties. I take this opportunity also to pay tribute to the
retired and defeated members of the 56th Parliament
and wish them well in their future endeavours. I
especially would like to acknowledge the contributions
of former Legislative Assembly members Rob Hudson,
Janice Munt, Tammy Lobato, Kirstie Marshall, Bob
Stensholt, Maxine Morand, Tony Robinson, Tony
Lupton, Michael Crutchfield, Ben Hardman, Alistair
Harkness and Jenny Lindell and former Legislative
Council members Jennifer Huppert, Bob Smith and
Nathan Murphy for their contributions to their
electorates and to the Labor Party over the years. I
know they worked very hard to deliver real benefits to
their communities, and they can be rightly proud of
their achievements.
I would like to acknowledge the enormous contribution
of the former Premier and member for Broadmeadows,
John Brumby. He is a person of great intellect, stamina
and passion for this state. I am proud to have been a
member of his government, and I wish him and
Rosemary and his family all the best in his retirement.
Someone else who will be sadly missed from this
Parliament, in particular from this chamber, is former
longstanding staff member of this house, the late Russel
Bowman. I remember Russel as someone who was
always helpful; a man who was always amicable and
prepared to share a joke with members. He will be
sadly missed by all of us.
Since the Governor’s speech Victoria has been
presented with fresh challenges that need to be
addressed by the government. The flood tragedy that
has befallen regional Victoria and some suburbs of
Melbourne in the last few weeks will take a great deal
of work and resources to recover from. Just two years
ago I recall standing here expressing my condolences to
the friends and families of those who had lost their lives
in the Victorian Black Saturday bushfires. I understand
that now up to 27 municipalities, 97 townships,
3000 properties and over 7000 people have been
impacted in some way by these recent floods. My
thoughts and prayers are with all those in the
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flood-affected communities, and I wish them a speedy
recovery.

They each provide very important services to my local
constituents and beyond.

In returning to the Governor’s speech I thank the
Governor, Professor David de Kretser, for outlining the
Baillieu government’s policy agenda and legislative
intentions for this term of government. I was interested
in what was included in that speech and what was left
out. I was particularly looking for some insight into
portfolios for which the coalition released no detailed
policy documents and where all we have to go on is a
scattering of media releases released during the election
campaign, in areas such as children and early childhood
development, aged care and juvenile justice. I will
come back to these issues.

When Labor was elected one of the first things it did
was to stop the privatisation of the Austin Hospital. We
then got on with renovating, rebuilding and extending
more than 100 public hospitals across Victoria. Thanks
to Labor, construction is under way for a new $1 billion
Royal Children’s Hospital and the $1 billion Parkville
Comprehensive Cancer Centre. We also completed the
Royal Women’s Hospital and commenced the
redevelopment of the Royal Dental Hospital and the
redevelopment of the Royal Melbourne Hospital, we
completed the new Austin Hospital and the relocation
of the Mercy Women’s Hospital and invested in the
Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital.

Members on this side of the house will be looking to
see whether the undertakings given by the Baillieu
government during the election campaign, and set out
in the Governor’s speech, will ultimately be delivered
on and whether they will meet the needs of the
Victorian community. The government promised a
great deal, but already it is starting to break its
promises, find excuses for delays and hide behind spin
and obfuscation.
I will return to this, but I want to focus on what the
Baillieu government plans for my electorate of
Northern Metropolitan Region. In summary, it is
nothing. We are seeing a return to the dark days of the
Kennett government when Melbourne’s northern and
western suburbs were forgotten. The Premier says he
will not be radical, but he has Jeff Kennett, Alan
Stockdale, Robert Maclellan and others behind the
scenes advising him on how to govern and how to
implement $1.6 billion worth of budget cuts. What we
can expect is cuts in education, health and other key
service areas.
I am very proud to have been a member of the Bracks
and Brumby governments, which delivered significant
improvements for all Victorians but most importantly
for my constituents in the inner and northern suburbs of
Melbourne. The disappointing aspect for me of the
change in government is that most of my electorate of
Northern Metropolitan Region cannot expect many
improvements over the next four years.
The Baillieu government campaigned on a theme of
fixing the so-called problems. It has outlined that it
wants to address issues in the health system, for
example. My electorate contains a plethora of hospitals,
including the Royal Melbourne Hospital, the Royal
Women’s Hospital, the Royal Victorian Eye and Ear
Hospital, St Vincent’s Hospital, the Austin Hospital, the
Mercy Hospital for Women and the Northern Hospital.

In outlining its policy agenda for the next four years the
Baillieu government has completely ignored the
generalist hospitals in my electorate, particularly the
Northern Hospital, which is situated in a growth
corridor, and the Austin Hospital. The Labor Party
made significant expansions to that hospital, most
recently upgrading its mental health inpatient unit and
also its maternity service beds.
In an adjournment debate earlier this week I raised the
issues of the academic and research precinct proposed
at the Northern Hospital and my concerns that that
project is not going ahead. The minister is yet to
commit funds to that important project. I understand
also that the government has failed to commit to further
funding for stage 3 of the construction of the Olivia
Newton-John Cancer and Wellness Centre, situated at
the Austin Hospital. I understand the minister has
visited the hospital, but he did not make a commitment
in relation to completing this important centre. I will be
looking to see whether the two Liberal members of
Parliament for the Northern Metropolitan Region,
Matthew Guy and Craig Ondarchie, ensure that these
important hospital projects get the funding they need to
proceed. Mr Ondarchie in particular needs to focus on
delivering for the north, as my colleagues and I have
done for many years, if he wants to avoid being a oncer.
In the area of seniors and ageing I note that the Baillieu
government has made very few commitments. The
Office of Senior Victorians has been moved out of the
Department of Planning and Community Development
into the aged care branch of the Department of Health. I
am concerned that the previous Labor government’s
efforts around encouraging seniors to live healthy,
active and independent lives will be lost in such a big
department that has a focus on acute care.
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The government has made two commitments in aged
care: one, for the acquisition of land for one aged-care
home, and two, to extend the electricity concession to
seniors, which is a commitment that was matched by
the Labor Party. We all know that despite the Premier
saying he was going to fast-track an electricity
concession there has been no movement on that issue,
and that would be very disappointing to seniors in
Victoria.
We know the coalition had a history of privatising
aged-care facilities during the term of the Kennett
government, and I will be watching with a great deal of
interest to see what it does in this area. We have an
ageing population. In this year we have seen baby
boomers beginning to turn 65, and this will create
enormous demand for aged-care services over the next
four years and into the future. In particular we also have
the specific needs of an ageing and diverse community
and the need also for services that are ethnic specific
and which meet the needs of the whole community.
I am proud that in government Labor made significant
expansions to the home and community care (HACC)
program, increasing funding by 130 per cent to provide
much-needed support to seniors for things like meals on
wheels, physiotherapy and home nursing. There is no
similar commitment by the Baillieu government to
increase HACC services over the next four years, and
that is in fact very disappointing.
Coming to education, on the Labor side we have a very
proud record of investing in our education system,
having had the biggest school rebuilding program in
Victoria’s history and having hired over 10 000 extra
teachers and support staff. During the 2006 election
campaign Labor committed to a $1.9 billion Victorian
schools plan to rebuild, renovate or extend over
500 schools; in fact 553 school building projects were
funded. It is disappointing therefore to learn that this
plan is now in jeopardy and in particular to learn of the
cuts to the education sector that this government is
seeking to make.
During the last election campaign the coalition made a
commitment to complete Labor’s pledge to modernise
every public school in Victoria by 2016 and it made
promises about pay for teachers, but both these
promises have been broken or certainly not delivered
on.
I looked at the list of schools for which the Baillieu
government is proposing to provide capital funding
over the next four years, and to my shock I saw that not
one of the hundreds of schools in my electorate will
receive funding for improved or new facilities. The

147

only funding it has promised in the next four years is
$100 000 towards a feasibility study for a secondary
college at Laurimar. It has not even not committed to
the construction of the school.
I am pleased that Mr Ondarchie is now in the chamber,
because I think he has an important role to play in
advocating on behalf of schools and services in his
electorate. It is very disappointing to look at the lack of
commitments for the northern suburbs that have been
made to date by this government. It will mean that the
community of Doreen, for example, will miss out.
A government secondary school in my electorate,
Greensborough Secondary College, located in
Watsonia, was to be rebuilt. The member for Bundoora
in the Assembly, Colin Brooks, raised this issue in
Parliament, but the Minister for Education responded
by saying that it is not the government’s intention to
fulfil the Labor Party’s election commitments. The
reason we made these commitments was that we had
identified needs in those communities. It is appalling to
say to the community, ‘We are going to ignore your
needs because they happen to be Labor Party election
commitments’. The Baillieu government needs to look
at the needs of all schools across Victoria, including
those in the northern suburbs, and deliver to those
communities.
Other schools that will miss out include Thornbury
Primary School, which was expecting an upgrade.
Funding for the completion of William Ruthven
Secondary College is in doubt, and the new school
formed by the merger of Glenroy Primary School and
Glenroy North Primary School will miss out on an
early years centre.
Coming to the issue of children, I found it quite
amazing that the word ‘kindergarten’ did not appear
once in the Governor’s speech. The Minister for
Children and Early Childhood Development has told us
that early childhood education is an integral part of the
education portfolio, but it seems that her government
has forgotten about it.
During the election campaign the Labor Party made a
number of commitments in relation to children and
early childhood development. We committed
$100 million in capital funding to extend or renovate
kindergartens. We committed $20 million to our
children’s centres network and $8 million for learning,
play and equipment grants. We also made a range of
commitments for children with autism or
developmental delays.

GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
148

COUNCIL

It is disappointing that none of those commitments has
been matched by the Baillieu government. I hope it sees
the light on this issue and provides additional capital
funding for children’s services, because we are seeing a
baby boom in Victoria and $15 million in capital
funding during the term of this government will be
completely inadequate. This level of funding will
barely upgrade 50 — and that is being generous — of
the 1755 kindergartens around Victoria. It is not enough
to simply pork-barrel in the marginal Assembly seat of
South Barwon; all Victoria’s kindergartens deserve to
have their fair share.
In conclusion, in its first three months this government
has already shown itself to be hypocritical, evasive,
lazy and incompetent. The Premier seems to hate
speaking to the media, and it seems that the Deputy
Premier is the de facto Premier when it comes to media
events. The government has not fixed anything but has
shown all the signs that things will get much worse in
the future. The job of governing is a tough one; the
Victorian people rightly expect a government that will
deliver on its promises and deal with issues and
problems as they arise. My constituents expect the
government to address their particular issues and needs.
Sadly, this government looks set to fail them.
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) — I am
pleased to join the address-in-reply debate. I take this
opportunity to congratulate Mr Atkinson and Mr Viney
on their appointments as President and Deputy
President respectively and to thank the constituents and
voters of the Eastern Victoria Region for giving me the
privilege and responsibility of being one of their five
elected representatives in this place.
I congratulate my colleagues in the Assembly who
represent electorates in the Eastern Victoria Region on
their re-election, particularly my coalition colleagues.
The continuing members all achieved significant
swings to them, which is a reflection of their hard work
as true local champions in their electorates. Mr Brad
Battin, the new member for Gembrook, will make an
outstanding contribution to the other place. He is a
former policeman and small business owner and has
been a local resident for virtually all his life. He
understands the issues of the Gembrook electorate, and
I am sure he will be an outstanding member of
Parliament. I would also like to congratulate Mr Tim
Bull. Like others in Gippsland East, I will be backing
Bully because I think he will be an excellent member of
Parliament. He is very well connected with his
electorate.
The Governor’s speech ran through a number of themes
and priorities for the incoming government. There are
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many challenges for the government. The first of the
themes was a growing economy. Yesterday during
debate on the budget update there were some
exchanges between Mr Philip Davis and the former
Treasurer, Mr Lenders, about their views on the
Victorian economy. Mr Lenders said that there has
been a continuum of strong economic management
since the election of the Kennett government. I am glad
that, at least by his omission, he is admitting the failures
of the previous Cain and Kirner governments.
However, Mr Lenders is trying to paint Labor as a party
of responsible economic management. Labor members
try desperately to pretend that they are responsible
economic managers.
But it was not the Kennett government or a coalition
government that commissioned the myki ticketing
system or the desalination plant — originally costed at
$3.1 billion and now heading up towards the $6 billion
mark. It was not the Kennett government or a coalition
government that commissioned smart meters, and it
was not a coalition government that saw massive cost
escalation and massive cost blow-outs in the delivery of
major infrastructure projects. No, it was the previous
Labor government. It is false for Mr Lenders and other
members of the Labor Party to say that since 1992 there
has been general good economic management in
Victoria — it is incorrect; it is not true.
As all of us understand, before you can deliver services
you need a strong, competitive, growing economy. You
then need a government that delivers services with
value for money. The previous Labor government
failed miserably to deliver value for money in its
delivery of key infrastructure projects. No matter what
Mr Lenders or other Labor Party members may say,
that demonstrates that Labor does not have the capacity
or the skills to manage the economy and deliver proper
financial management for the state of Victoria.
That in part reflects where our members are drawn
from. During the first sitting day of this new Parliament
in December I must say I was so impressed by the
inaugural speeches of the new members of the
government. Each member brings with them an
abundance of skills, and they are from such a diversity
of backgrounds. They range from people with business
backgrounds, to farmers, lawyers and people with a
background in politics and public affairs. Ms Crozier, a
member for Southern Metropolitan Region, has a
background as a nurse and in small business. We bring
to this Parliament a great diversity of skills. That is a
great reflection on the coalition parties, and it will stand
us in good stead as we tackle the job of governing
Victoria.
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Yesterday we saw with the tabling of the
Ombudsman’s report entitled Whistleblowers
Protection Act 2001 — Investigation into the Failure of
Agencies to Manage Registered Sex Offenders yet
another example of how the previous government failed
to protect those most vulnerable in our society. It is an
incredibly difficult and challenging task, but for a party
that professes to care for the most vulnerable, clearly it
failed. After listening yesterday to the press conference
of the Deputy Premier, Mr Ryan, I am encouraged that
he has formed a ministerial task force and will tackle
the challenges head-on in implementing the
recommendations of the Ombudsman.

from neighbouring secondary colleges that are literally
bursting at the seams with growing enrolments.

I congratulate the Premier on the tabling of
2011 Victorian Families Statement — Starting the
Discussion on What Matters to Families. As members
would be aware, last year Mr Baillieu, as the Leader of
the Opposition, tabled a family statement in response to
the statement of government intentions. Rather than
making a statement of government intentions, which is
an opportunity for the Premier to publicise himself and
the government, Mr Baillieu has again delivered a
responsible statement that highlights some of the
concerns and issues faced by families in Victoria.

The opposition talks about the government’s failure to
deliver. We have been in power for roughly 11 weeks.
The former government had 11 years to deliver. All the
problems the opposition is now identifying are as a
result of members of the previous government — the
same people who are now complaining — failing to
address in their 11 years in power.

A quick flick through the document reinforces this. The
level of state taxation is higher in Victoria than in most
other jurisdictions in the country, the number of
assaults per 100 000 people in Victoria has been
steadily increasing, the average urban travel speed in
Melbourne has been slowly declining and the cost of
essentials has been increasing. The final page of the
families statement flags an ongoing discussion with
Victorian families. I welcome that statement and the
opportunities that ongoing discussion will present.
In her contribution Ms Mikakos criticised, as have other
government members, the lack of a policy agenda from
the incoming government. I put it to the chamber that
the incoming government presented a suite of practical,
deliverable, common-sense policies, and many of the
policies will pick up areas where the previous
government manifestly failed.
Ms Mikakos spoke at length about education. What she
failed to mention is that those children with special
needs in the outer south-eastern suburbs through
Pakenham, Nar Nar Goon, Officer and Berwick may
have to spend up to 2 hours on a bus to access a
specialist education setting. Despite the pleas and the
representations from numerous families, the previous
government failed to deliver for those suffering
families. I am pleased that the incoming government
has a commitment to build a new special school and a
new secondary college in Officer to help take pressure

The coalition flagged a new regional growth fund
which, to me as a member representing Gippsland and
other parts of country Victoria, is a welcome policy
initiative. We promised to deliver gas to Warburton.
The previous government extended the natural gas
pipeline, but it all got too hard to put it through to
Warburton — an area that needs economic
development and access to cheaper and cost-effective
energy. The provision of natural gas will deliver that to
that community.

I welcome the Governor’s speech. I am humbled and
privileged to have the responsibility of being a member
for Eastern Victoria Region in this the 57th Parliament
of Victoria, and I look forward to working with all my
colleagues in this place and the other place to deliver
for the people of my electorate and the people of
Victoria.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) — In speaking
in reply to the Governor’s speech, I want to start by
sincerely congratulating all the new members of this
chamber, particularly Lee Tarlamis on our side of the
chamber but also all new members. They will find that
it is an absolute privilege to be a member of Parliament.
I think they will particularly enjoy meeting good people
in their electorates who do amazing things for the
community, and I am sure all new members will do
their best to represent the electorates they have been
elected to represent.
I would also like to take the opportunity during this
address to pay tribute to the principal attendant of the
Legislative Council in the previous Parliament, Russel
Bowman, who passed away last year. It was a privilege
to work alongside Russel. He was a great man to have
around Parliament — a great help and just a great
bloke. I want to send my condolences to his family.
In speaking in reply to the Governor’s speech, I want to
put into perspective that it was prepared by the new
Premier and Deputy Premier and their allocated staff. I
want to preface my remarks on the Governor’s speech
by saying that those remarks in no way reflect on the
Governor; they reflect on the people who prepared this
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particular speech. I plan to go through the headings of
the Governor’s speech from the start and see where we
get to.
The first heading in the speech is ‘A growing
economy’, and there is a paragraph within that section
that begins:
The government will manage Victoria’s finances with a
strong plan to deliver improved services and reduce waste.

That statement is a bit ironic, because the first thing the
new government executive did when it came to power
was to extend the ministry by two extra ministers. As
far as reducing waste goes, the new government has
actually increased the budget in relation to the ministry
by funding another two ministers to get the big bickies,
which also involves another two ministerial drivers,
another two fancy offices and a greater number of staff.
Excuse us if we do not take that particular statement
with too much confidence considering that the first act
of the new executive was to increase the size of the
ministry to appease the different groups or whatever
within the Liberal Party. Perhaps in that same group of
22 there could have been a few other people inserted —
not least you, Acting President!
I will move on to the next section in the Governor’s
speech, which concerns transport, but I would also like
to touch on some things that were not incorporated into
the Governor’s speech. The government has a plan to
build a rail link from the city to Melbourne Airport; I
just do not believe that is going to happen. The
government also plans to start building a new rail line
to Avalon Airport, which I think is a strange priority to
have picked up. I notice that there is no commitment to
the Doncaster and Rowville rail lines in the east. As a
representative of the Eastern Metropolitan Region, I
remember there being a lot of fanfare and talk among
the local coalition members that they were going to
build rail lines to Doncaster and Rowville, but that has
all gone very quiet. They are certainly not mentioned in
the Governor’s speech.
If a rail line to Rowville is proposed, there will be a real
need for community consultation about what areas the
line will go through. I have seen a feasibility study that
was commissioned by the Knox City Council which
shows the rail line up on stilts going along North Road
and overlooking people’s backyards, maybe a bit like
Puffing Billy. The rail line would be a great facility, but
I do not know if that idea would be particularly
welcome along North Road and all the way down
Wellington Road. We wait with bated breath, but I do
not believe it is going to happen.
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The transport section of the speech also talks about
introducing protective services officers (PSOs) onto the
train system, but I want to come back to that when I
talk about the next subject, which is community safety.
The Governor’s speech says:
The government will deal with serious crime in this state, so
that individuals and families can feel safe on the streets and in
their own homes.

Members of the last Parliament will remember some
very passionate speeches from the then opposition in
this chamber about safety on the streets and in the
home. Touching on the issue of PSOs, I remember that
even the Acting President made a speech in which he
said that he felt a bit uncomfortable going to an
automatic teller machine just across the road from
Parliament House, which I think is a little ironic
considering that there are always two PSOs on the front
steps when Parliament is sitting.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
I caution Mr Leane at this point. He may be
approaching a situation where he is reflecting upon the
Chair, and I would hate to hear him do that. I ask him to
return to his speech.
Mr LEANE — I will return to the speech, Acting
President. I was reflecting on you more as Mr Finn than
as the Acting President.
There is a statement in the Governor’s speech that this
government will deal with serious crimes so individuals
and families can feel safe on the streets and in their
homes. There was a lot of scaremongering in the last
term of government from the coalition MPs about it not
being safe out there, about it not being safe out on the
streets. There is a declaration in this speech from the
Governor that was prepared by the coalition leaders that
it is not safe on the streets. I appreciate that the coalition
will need time to implement its policies in terms of the
legal system and the introduction of more police. I
respect that, but what I would say is there is an onus on
the new government if it is saying to people that they
should not feel safe on the streets or in their homes, to
come out and say at a certain point in time, ‘It’s okay to
feel safe now. We are actually declaring it safe for you
to be on the streets and in your homes’. There is an
onus on the new government to do that.
As I said previously, I respect that the new government
needs time to introduce its policies, but my question is:
when is the new government going to come out and say
to the Victorian public, ‘We are the ones who declared
the streets unsafe. The responsibility is on us’? When
are Mr Baillieu and Mr Ryan going to call a press
conference and sit there and say to people, ‘It’s actually
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safe now. We declare it safe. We have implemented our
policies, and it is safe’?
I know that will not happen. I know that is not going to
happen. The coalition went to the election campaign
saying that it was not safe, that there were young blokes
going out there getting drunk and belting each other up.
Members opposite may have lived sheltered lives, but I
would have thought that in our younger days that sort
of behaviour would not have been unique. In our
younger days there would have been young guys going
out, getting drunk and belting each other. I am not
condoning it, but I am saying it is not a new
phenomenon that has appeared in the last 11 years.
I know young people are scary; I know they are scary to
the coalition. There is a quote from Socrates from
thousands of years ago that says, ‘Young people today,
they gobble their food; they’re no good’. This has been
going on for thousands of years, with generation after
generation saying, ‘You should be scared of young
people’. My experience, going out to the electorate, is
that that is far from the truth. There is a bad element in
all generations; I concede that. But young Victorian
people as a whole are good people. You will find that if
you go to the volunteer groups around the state.
My expectation of the government is that one day it is
going to call a press conference and say it is safe. When
I was a sparky working on a construction site the
builders might say that I could not work on level 7
because they had found some lead paint that could
make me crook, or they had identified some asbestos so
I could not work on that particular level because it was
not safe. Then the onus would be on them to come back
to the workforce later and say it was all clear and it was
safe to go back out there. They took that responsibility,
and I expect nothing less from this government.
The coalition has spent the last four years
scaremongering about this particular state. I googled the
10 most dangerous cities in the world. I did not find
Melbourne, but I suspect that some coalition members
might have gone on holiday to some of those locations
and confused what they saw there with what occurs in
Melbourne, because they were saying how scary
Melbourne was compared to the rest of the world,
which is an absolute fallacy. If you are going to
scaremonger, you are going to have to implement your
policies and you are going to have to come out and say
that it is safe now. The onus is on the coalition. I know
it tries to shy away from it, but that is the reality it
faces.
I move on to education. Obviously there have been
some huge commitments made on education by the
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coalition, but it is already backing off at a million miles
an hour. A huge cut to the education department has
been announced. Where is the money that sector needs
going to come from? Is that going to come from all
these commitments that have been made by the
coalition? Is the coalition going to put the bus in reverse
and say, ‘Oh, no, we found a problem here and we
found a problem there; we can’t afford it now’?
There were so many things promised to the
electorate — promises to footy clubs and schools;
promises to communities everywhere that of course
they could have a new rail line — that I had a feeling
the coalition at the time of the election did not believe it
was going to win the election. It thought it might as
well go around and promise the world, and if it got
close, then the next time it could have a crack. It felt it
could not lose. Suddenly — surprise, surprise! — it
actually won and was left with this huge list of
commitments. Now it is going to have to back up the
bus and find ways not to deliver them.
Mr Ondarchie — We’ll deliver them.
Mr LEANE — I will take up the interjection, ‘We’ll
deliver’. The community expects you to deliver. It
expects the government to deliver, and it does not want
it to come out and say, ‘We’ve found these problems’.
Mr Davis has already in question time come up with
problems he has foreseen. ‘Oh, we’ve found this
problem. Back up the bus. Our commitment into
health? We might have to put that on the backburner
until term three or whatever’. We will be watching, and
we will be holding the government to account.
I will move on. It is a good speech this one, because
there are a lot of — —
Hon. D. M. Davis — Who wrote it for you?
Mr LEANE — Actually the Governor wrote this
one, Mr Davis. You wrote this one for the Governor.
Thank you very much.
I move on to the bushfire response and the commitment
that all powerlines will be put underground. I have
spoken to people in the power industry from Olex
Cables, and they have had no contact with the
government. I would hope the government would
source their materials locally to support local
manufacturing.
Mr Dalla-Riva got up to talk about local manufacturing.
If you speak to the power companies, they will tell you
there has been no contact from the government to say,
‘You’d better ramp up, because this is a huge
undertaking’. This is a huge undertaking to
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underground these powerlines. It is not a matter of just
dislodging the powerlines that are up there in the sky
now and dropping them into a trench. They are
completely different cables, it is a completely different
program and it requires an absolutely new power grid
for the state. You start it from scratch, so I am surprised
that the coalition has not contacted the industry parties
to tell them to ramp up. There is a skills shortage in the
power industry anyway, so they need to start training,
start buying the cable locally and start ordering it, or it
will not get done. To my surprise there has been no
contact with that particular industry, and I expect there
will not be.
This is another commitment that this government will
not meet. There will be a new breed of weasel words
invented in this Parliament — I can see it coming. We
will hear weasel words we have never heard before, and
that is our only expectation from this government.
Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — Congratulations
to you, Acting President, and your colleagues who have
joined us in this chamber to take up the important post
of assisting the President in his role.
What an excellent result we had on 27 November.
There is no doubt that the sun did shine a lot brighter
for all Victorians from Sunday, 28 November. Firstly, I
would like to congratulate our president, Mr Bruce
Atkinson, and his deputy, Mr Viney. I know that they
both have the leadership qualities that will take the
Legislative Council of Victoria forward and that they
will offer the opportunities that we all look forward to
during Victoria’s 57th Parliament.
Having said that, I would also like to acknowledge our
principal attendant whom we lost very suddenly in
December. It came as a great shock not only to Russel
Bowman’s colleagues but certainly to all those who
were serving in the house until the 2010 election. As we
all know, Russel made a fantastic contribution, was a
great servant of the state and, more particularly, was of
great assistance to all those in the Parliament, be they
the members, the clerks or whoever required his
service. Like everyone else I pass my condolences on to
his family on his sad loss.
On 27 November the people of Western Victoria
Region saw a result that those who worked so hard for
change in that region always believed was possible. I
extend my congratulations to our new members, Simon
Ramsay and David O’Brien. As we all know, Simon is
a grassroots Liberal who has made a great contribution
over the years. He has a genuine knowledge and
understanding of western Victoria and, as we will all
appreciate, Simon has been the immediate past
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president of the Victorian Farmers Federation and
knows rural Victoria very well from that role.
Our other fortune at the election was to gain the
services of coalition member David O’Brien. David has
a legal background. His family comes from Penshurst,
which, as many members will know, is between
Geelong and Hamilton. David’s family have lived
down there for decades — for generations. David now
owns the family property down there. He does not
spend as much time as he would like at Penshurst, but
he is looking forward to having the opportunity to
spend more time with his family in his agricultural
pursuits in that area.
Having welcomed our new colleagues who represent
Western Victoria Region I would also like to put on
record the service of our outgoing member, John
Vogels. John is from Timboon. He is one of those
people who rarely come past us. He was a genuine rural
member who never stopped working for his own
people. He is a former mayor of the Shire of
Corangamite and a president of his local hospital board
and has had a heavy involvement in all community
interests relating to his own district. John made a great
contribution and he was a great colleague. We shared
our workload. Not only did I appreciate John’s time in
the Parliament from 1999 through to 2010 but I will
miss John’s cheer and humour around the house, as will
other members and as will the people of Western
Victoria Region, who he so ably represented.
The outcome of the last election shows there can be no
doubt that the work undertaken by the
Liberal-Nationals coalition picked up on the mood of
all Victorians. Much work has been done in putting
policies forward that met the expectations of so many
who had given up on the Brumby government, a
government that had lost its way and completely run
out of ideas. In reality the Bracks and Brumby
governments offered so much yet delivered so little.
The 1999 mantra of being open, consultative,
accountable and transparent was simply a hoax.
Members of the Brumby government went to the 2010
election with no meaningful policies, and in many cases
they plagiarised anything the coalition put forward.
Their initiatives often looked plausible but always
stumbled when it came to costing and the proposed
timetables for delivery.
Business spotted this weakness early, and Victorians
paid a dear price for large-scale development works
undertaken by people, especially ministers, who did not
have the required knowledge and expertise. Their
planning capacity was a joke from start to finish. The
grandiose schemes put forward had no upper financial
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limits, and unfortunately all Victorians will bear the
cost of that for generations. Taxes grew unfettered.
State revenues increased from $19 billion to $43 billion
in the short period of 10 years, and state debt continued
to point skyward. We all know that those trends were
unsustainable.
To see that, we only have to look at the financial burden
forced onto all Victorians in the last 18 months,
including the cost of housing, rental accommodation,
water, gas, power and motor registration fees. There has
been a lack of access to hospital care and reliable public
transport, and lawlessness and violence went
unchecked. Cost shifting in local government saw
many rate bases eroded or destroyed, and public
housing went backwards. These are but a few examples
of what all Victorians have experienced.
On top of that we continue to see millions of dollars
being wasted on smart meters, the myki ticketing
system and the like, while at the same time household
incomes battle to keep pace. As a result my own
electorate of Western Victoria Region has not fared
well; in fact it has gone backwards. In the area of law
and order we were losing the battle, with police
numbers having been in decline for years. Our smaller
councils have been done over and their rate bases
eroded to such a degree that the rate increases are all
out of whack and out of proportion with services, many
of which can no longer be offered.
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Mr Guy, has the knowledge and capacity to turn around
the planning Queen Mary and get things moving again.
As Mr Guy said yesterday, over the last 11 weeks he
has attended to more than two-thirds of the backlog —
97 applications — that greeted him when he came to
government. This backlog was created by the former
minister, who turned everything he touched into a
disaster. For confirmation of that, members should just
ask his colleagues.
I wish we had the resources immediately at hand to get
our roads back on track, to get our public transport
corrected, to get our hospitals — especially those in
Melbourne and in our provincial cities — servicing
their communities to a greater extent, and to be able to
make some immediate inroads into the law-and-order
issues confronting so many of our communities,
particularly smaller communities in western Victoria.
We all appreciate that this cannot happen overnight, but
believe me, give it three years and Victoria will be a lot
further down the track to recovery from where we find
ourselves now. We have plenty of opportunities to trim
expenditure, such as reducing exorbitant advertising
and overruns on every large infrastructure investment
of the last two or three years. Examples of this, such as
the desalination plant, were given this morning. What a
shocking legacy desalination is going to be for all
Victorians, especially in relation to the outlays.
Honourable members interjecting.

Our road networks are no longer maintained in a safe
condition, including those roads that are the direct
responsibility of the state, such as the Glenelg,
Hamilton, Hopkins and Henty highways. That is due to
the lack of resources afforded to VicRoads, our
principal road manager. Much of the maintenance of
these highways has been done by signage alone, with
many people continually damaging their vehicles as a
result of potholes or having to avoid rough surfaces on
too many occasions. The biggest shame about this lack
of maintenance is that it gets worse the further you
drive from metropolitan Melbourne.
However, as many people will be aware, these
problems are not confined to Western Victoria Region.
The shame of all this is the time it will take to restore,
and restore the coalition government will. The
statewide neglect of the last 11 years is unbelievable.
One of the main areas which has been left behind is the
area of planning. What a shocking contribution from
previous ministers! They had absolutely no idea of their
responsibilities and they created disasters, with huge
backlogs that have now landed on the desk of the
current minister. At least the new Minister for Planning,

Mr KOCH — The desalination plant’s
effectiveness in terrible years certainly may be of some
assistance, but what a huge price — whether we do or
do not use this facility — all Victorians are going to
have to bear.
Mr Ondarchie — My grandkids will have to pay
for it.
Mr KOCH — I take the comments of
Mr Ondarchie on board. There is absolutely no doubt
whatsoever that his grandchildren, like everyone else’s
grandchildren, will also bear the cost of this project
over the next generations.
Hon. D. M. Davis — Working families will be hit.
Mr KOCH — Working families, more than anyone
else, will be hit. That is only one of the shocking cost
overruns that we have to contend with. We can look at
myki, which had a $1.35 billion price tag and rolls on.
It is one of those things that the previous government
had absolutely no idea how to manage or handle. The
smart meters are taking their own toll with little known
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benefit or dividend being offered to the households who
are being dragged into the net.
What is important to this government, particularly from
my own point of view, is regional Victoria, especially
the provincial city in which I now find myself living,
Geelong. Geelong has been kept as a backwater for
over 10 years, much to the frustration of the Geelong
community, which was always totally represented by
previous government representatives. It is not dissimilar
to the situation in Ballarat.
In Geelong the coalition certainly took hold of what we
wanted to do there very early on. We launched our
2010 election campaign in Geelong at Deakin
University during our state council meeting with the
announcement of the policy to make Avalon the second
international airport in Victoria and to make Geelong a
centre of aviation excellence, and we have not walked
away from that. There are many more initiatives for
Avalon which will make its viability and future secure.
There are some rail opportunities in the foreseeable
future that will be investigated and planned in the
current year, hopefully to be implemented shortly after
the completion of this term. They will be great assets
for Avalon and western Victoria.
The port of Geelong will gain new import and export
opportunities. We intend to revitalise the CBD, and the
Minister for Planning has already put his stake in the
ground and indicated to the community there that
enough is enough: more opportunities must be made
available to get the CBD in Geelong right back on the
map and create further opportunities in the city —
opportunities that we have seen run away recently.
Roads improvements, particularly the duplication of the
Princes Highway west as far as Colac, is another of our
policies, and I know that the Minister for Roads, Terry
Mulder, who is the member for Polwarth in the
Assembly, will pursue that at every opportunity.
Education, especially in south Barwon with the
building of Torquay’s first secondary college, will
certainly be a priority. Health will also get an injection
of funds, with the proposed new public hospital
planned at Deakin University, and law and order will
gain the benefit of greater policing services.
One of the most important policies to be implemented
in Geelong is that of the direct election of mayor. This
is in response to the community’s aspirations and will
be put in place in the normal local government
re-election cycle as of November 2012.
Members can see that we have many marvellous
policies, and there is absolutely no doubt that the
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coalition will deliver to correct the neglect that all
Victorians have suffered over the last 11 years. As a
member of the government I look forward as do my
colleagues, to the challenges, of moving forward and
getting these policies in place.
Mr EIDEH (Western Metropolitan) — In response
to the Governor’s address, I rise today in very different
circumstances to those when I was first elected. Then,
we had the good fortune of Labor being in government;
today, we have an alternate government. I wish to
congratulate the new ministers on their election as well
as their predecessors for the great leadership they
provided to the people of Victoria. Former ministers
such as my colleagues John Lenders, Justin Madden —
now in the other place — Gavin Jennings and Martin
Pakula, amongst many others, were all good and
dedicated ministers who gave so much to make our
state strong. I also wish to congratulate all new
members in this chamber.
Victoria, as so many economic and other experts have
stated openly time and again, is a state that is
economically sound, a state where there has been
growth and a state that leads the rest of the nation in a
number of areas. The new government is fortunate to
have inherited a very sound economy and strong
growth, as the new Premier himself stated on public
radio after his elevation to the honoured position of
Premier. But I declare that I am concerned when I read
reports in the local newspapers in my electorate of the
Western Metropolitan Region and when I speak to
constituents who are deeply alarmed by reports that so
much that was honestly promised by our government
prior to the election may now not go ahead. My
community rightly expects things such as urgently
needed upgrades to at least one secondary school and at
least one primary school, crossings that will benefit the
elderly in particular, and more. While the new
government will rightly have its own priorities, I
respectfully remind its members that my electorate is
the most socially and economically disadvantaged in
the state and needs special attention.
Thankfully in my electorate we now have some
world-class educational facilities, such as Victoria
University, about which I have spoken on various
occasions in the past. Young people, and indeed all
people within my electorate, have as much right to seek
a tertiary education as anyone else, and parents expect
that their children will be given every possible
opportunity.
I must express my sincere thanks to the many unsung
heroes of our community — the volunteers who help
run a host of community clubs for the aged and
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disabled, those who volunteer to assist younger people,
especially through sport, the church volunteers,
opportunity shop volunteers and charity workers in
every sector of the community. I sincerely wish that we
could recognise more of these heroes in the Australia
Day honours list; without them we would all be far
worse off. I wish to acknowledge their ongoing
commitment to helping others.
I acknowledge people and groups such as the many
members of Parliament on both sides of the house who
have made amazing commitments. There is the
wonderful Sunshine Lions Club, which has, under the
able stewardship of its president, Mrs Jean Priest,
recently announced the successful recipients of its
community grants program for 2010–11. Sunshine
Lions Club has honourably served the local community
for over 55 years, and it has taken the huge and
welcome step of giving the interest gained on the sale
of its property in Sunshine back to its needy
community. The successful applicants were the Mercy
Hospice, which will receive a little over $30 000, and
Stereo 974 FM, a local radio station that will use its
grant to teach members of the community about the
workings of community radio.
As a member of Parliament it is always a pleasure to
meet such good people but more so to recognise their
good deeds and to say thanks to them. However, at this
time our state and our nation are facing new challenges
brought on by nature. While we must not forget that our
state is now in the middle of bushfire season and that
many Victorians were so tragically lost two years ago,
we are now also enduring damage caused by flooding.
The only positive thing about any of this is that we are
not suffering anywhere near as much as our fellow
Australians in other states, most notably those in
Queensland. The devastation caused first by the
massive floods and then by the strongest cyclone ever
to hit Australia is too terrible to talk about. Yet I must
say a big thankyou to all those who have offered
financial support and other help to the victims, to the
charities who are doing their best, as they always do, to
the Prime Minister, who has been a stalwart of support
for the people of Queensland, and to the Premier of
Queensland, whose leadership skills in times of severe
crisis have now been well proven. Similarly former
Premier John Brumby proved to be a strong leader two
years ago when bushfires ravaged parts of our state.
In such times we should be supportive of whomever
may be the leader, as their role and their duties will be
so heavily buried under the enormous pressures placed
upon them. I only pray, with great sincerity, that
Premier Baillieu never has to experience what Premier
Brumby did in Victoria or what Premier Bligh is

155

experiencing now in Queensland. That stated, I
commend every municipal council, every charity and
every Victorian who has supported the various appeals
for our fellow Australians.
We must turn our attention primarily to our state and to
the issues ahead of us. We need to focus on how we can
continue to grow our state as we have seen it grow over
the past 11 years. The government should be asked to
recommit itself to the commitments the former Labor
government made to the people of the west. Much time
and considerable effort was given to a great number of
projects that would benefit my electorate if the new
government were to support them.
Western Metropolitan Region deserves the best, and I
will continue to champion my electorate and the
wonderful people who live within its boundaries. Over
the next four years I will continue to stand up for their
rights in the hope that the new government is as
committed to them as I am.
I also wish to thank my valued staff and the many
volunteers who have been so loyal and steadfast over
the past four years. To my large family, my friends and
many supporters, I send a very big thankyou.
In closing I wish to congratulate the Honourable Bruce
Atkinson on his elevation to the presidency of this
chamber. I am certain he will do a great job. I also
thank the people of Western Metropolitan Region, who
have re-elected me. I commit myself to working hard
for them.
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria) — I would also
like to contribute to the address-in-reply in this
57th Parliament. I start by thanking the good people of
Western Victoria Region for again giving me the
opportunity to represent them as their member in the
Victorian Legislative Council.
Before going any further, I take this opportunity to pay
tribute to the enormous effort our State Emergency
Service workers and volunteers are currently putting in
as we experience some of our worst storm and flood
events, not just here in Victoria but also in Queensland
and northern New South Wales. I also pay tribute to
those fighting the bushfires in Western Australia and
the communities who have been affected by these
events. Their ability to stand strong and help each other
is illustrative of what makes this country what it is. Our
mateship, compassion and strength gets us through
tough times such as these. The way we pull together in
such times makes me incredibly proud to be a Victorian
and, of course, an Australian.
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In my contribution today I will address some of the
specifics mentioned in the Governor’s speech on the
first day of this 57th Parliament. However, before I go
to that I would also like to reflect on the previous
government. It was a government that assisted us to go
through the global financial crisis as the leading state in
the best performing country in the world. It was a
government that created hundreds of thousands of jobs
for people in Victoria. It was a government that
invested heavily in alternative forms of clean energy
and led the way in the fight against climate change. It
was a government that secured the availability of water
for regional cities such as Ballarat, Bendigo and
Hamilton; a government that rebuilt schools and
hospitals and invested in teachers and nurses; a
government that invested in our regions and provided
much-needed infrastructure, stimulating the rural and
regional economy and creating jobs; and a government
that made tough decisions over 11 years, making
Victoria the best state in this country.
Through funding programs such as the Small Towns
Development Fund and the Regional Infrastructure
Development Fund, regional Victoria has been able to
flourish and become a significant generator of
employment opportunities for Victorians. It has also
become a strong contributor to the Victorian economy,
and this is not to mention the extensive educational
opportunities it has, through TAFEs and the
establishment of the Deakin medical school. Rural and
regional Victoria is now a gem in this state’s — —
Hon. D. M. Davis — On a point of order, Acting
President, it would seem that Ms Tierney is reading
slavishly from her speech notes. I am hoping that is not
the case, but if it is, I ask you, Acting President, if you
would insist that she speak from notes rather than
slavishly reading.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Elasmar) —
Order! I was watching Ms Tierney speaking, and I
think she is referring to notes.
Ms TIERNEY — That is right.
Rural and regional Victoria is the gem in this state’s
crown, though it was referred to and certainly treated as
the toenails of the state by the last Liberal government.
What the Small Towns Development Fund and the
Regional Infrastructure Development Fund are
responsible for — and I will read this list of what these
funds have achieved in the electorate of Western
Victoria Region — includes the redevelopment of the
Hamilton showgrounds, home of the annual
Sheepvention event, which my office staff and I attend
every year; the redevelopment of the Lorne pool and
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the Mountjoy Parade streetscape, the main shopping
and tourist strip in Lorne; the redevelopment of Nunns
Beach, which is a very iconic place for locals in the
Portland area — and the Glenelg shire has started work
on that; a contribution to the Kyneton heritage and
justice precinct; the upgrading of numerous sport and
recreational facilities, including a number I announced
and opened around the Anglesea area; significant
investment in Daylesford and Hepburn Springs, in
particular the new spa centre; a number of
announcements in Birregurra, rejuvenating that
township; a significant investment — —
Mr Viney — On a point of order, President, it
appears that the man who interrupted — oh, he has
come back. There was no minister in the house. The
man who wanted to so preciously deal with the
proceedings of this house — —
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Elasmar) —
Order! I advise Mr Viney that he cannot debate the
point of order.
Mr Viney — Then he stepped out of the chamber,
leaving no minister at the table.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Elasmar) —
Order! The minister is in the chamber.
Ms TIERNEY — I have mentioned a number of
projects coming out of those funds, but we also
provided $113 million for the redevelopment of the
Warrnambool hospital; the return of passenger rail to
Maryborough and Ararat; the Portland children’s
centre; the building of the first two stages of the new
$24 million Colac Secondary College; Horsham and
Maryborough neighbourhood renewal projects; the
Deakin medical school; the Ballarat and Bendigo
goldfields super-pipe; and many more projects. Of
course there were also some difficult times during that
period, and there will be difficult times in the future.
But what will not be there to assist regional and rural
communities in the future is Regional Development
Victoria, because this government has already trashed it
and shifted it out of the economic department into
planning, effectively killing off its role of attracting
jobs and investment into the regions.
Just over two years ago Victoria and Victorians were
fighting the worst natural disaster in this state’s history,
which took 173 people’s lives, injured a further
414 people and destroyed 2030 houses and 3500
structures as well as damaging thousands more.
Through that period farmers continued battling a
10-year drought; they now see themselves on what
could be likened to a roller-coaster ride — one I
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mentioned yesterday and in my previous
contribution — on which they have been fighting not
only fires but floods, locust outbreaks and now fruit fly.
In the last four years we have seen a number of
prominent people and local community members in
Western Victoria Region pass away. I want to take this
opportunity to mention them.
Gillian Walker was a resident of a number of
communities in western Victoria and was the chief
librarian of the school at Ararat and heavily involved in
different campaigns to protect the hill at Stawell. In
more recent years she had also been a resident of
Portarlington. She had been a real environmental
activist who had made sure that every politician at
every level of government was accountable for
commitments to the local community about community
efforts and environmental matters.
Roseanne McGuire passed away just before the state
election. Roseanne had been a teacher at Horsham for
many years and had helped so many young people,
particularly disadvantaged rural students, through their
difficult teen years. She had been a solid activist for
many years.
Paul Turner from Geelong had also been very active in
the social justice area as well as being involved with the
Geelong Environment Council.
Josie Black from Glenormiston, who was a board
member of the South West Institute of TAFE and who
was involved in the South West Community
Foundation and almost every other organisation you
can think of in south-western Victoria, also passed
away on the very day we signed the Glenormiston
College lease over to the TAFE.
David Henshaw, a member of this Parliament in
previous times, also passed away. Ted Kenna, our
Victoria Cross medallist from Hamilton, also passed
away, as unfortunately did Tim Neeson, the economic
development officer who drove so many things for the
Southern Grampians shire.
Des Brennan, a highly respected man from the Ararat
district, passed away over the Christmas break; and of
course there was Arda Duck, whom I mentioned this
morning in my members statement. We were extremely
lucky to have those people in western Victoria. We
were very happy to have them in our lives, and all of
those communities in which they worked and lived,
sadly, are missing them deeply.
I want to thank my staff, who have worked tirelessly
over the last four years, as well as all the volunteers
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who have assisted me. A number of them are from the
Geelong community, but there are also people who
have driven considerable distances to come and assist
as well. I also thank the various community
organisations I have been involved in and whose
members have requested help, as well as many
individuals.
I thank all 23 local councils in the electorate of Western
Victoria Region — the mayors, the councillors, the
chief executive officers and the council workers —
because they have obviously made my job so much
easier. There is no better way of getting to know parts
of the electorate than by relying on the local knowledge
and information provided by members of each and
every local community, and I certainly thank them.
I make a pledge to all constituents in Western Victoria
Region to continue to work incredibly hard. I will make
sure the issues that affect western Victoria are strongly
put and effectively pursued. I will also make sure that
the rights of western Victorians are protected and
extended, and I look forward to continuing to enjoy
working for a really wonderful electorate that is full of
very active and committed community members.
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I
also join my colleagues in responding to the Governor’s
speech, and I begin by congratulating the President,
who is not in his chair at the moment, on his elevation
to very high office. He is already leaving his stamp on
the proceedings and the dynamics of this chamber. I
know he will uphold the very proud traditions and
dignity of the chamber. I am sure he will do an
outstanding job, and I am sure he has the confidence of
all members on both sides of the house.
I would also like to take the opportunity to congratulate
the new government — the Baillieu coalition
government. The media said we could not win, the
business community did not necessarily come out and
back us, and the main editorials did not back us, but the
real people out there in the community in real
constituencies with real issues which had been ignored
for 11 years were prepared to give the coalition and our
side an opportunity to rectify those 11 years of neglect.
I congratulate the Premier, Ted Baillieu, on his success
and wish him all the very best during his term as
Premier. There are a lot of people who have every faith
and confidence that notwithstanding the challenges in
the early days of this government, most notably the
recent floods, he has every intention to and will deliver
on the promises and commitments that we as a team
made.
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I would also like to congratulate all members of this
chamber on their election to the 57th Parliament.
Obviously in the upper house they are very large jobs
with significant responsibility, and I am delighted that
that responsibility in the South Eastern Metropolitan
Region is now shared, following the recent election of
four new Liberal lower house members of Parliament
in the seats of Mount Waverley, Frankston, Mordialloc
and Carrum.
My colleagues in the South Eastern Metropolitan
Region, Mr Jennings, Mr Somyurek and Mr Tarlamis,
and my party colleague Mr Rich-Phillips, all deserve
congratulations on their election. We were vying very
vigorously for the third spot and came within
7500 votes of taking that out, so I am disappointed that
Gladys Liu, our no. 3, who has done an enormous
amount of work with multicultural communities across
the south-east, particularly in the Springvale-Noble
Park area, will continue to be involved and to engage
with that community in the same way that I have had
the great privilege of being involved with so many of
our multicultural communities across the south-east.
I would also like to thank all of the people with whom I
share this accomplishment. My mother, Nana, is my
greatest barracker and supporter. Having been born and
raised under a communist regime, she takes democracy
very seriously. I would say that she would know every
single nook and cranny across the south-east and in my
previous lower house seat in Bentleigh, because she is a
very vigorous and active letterboxer and campaigner.
Unfortunately she has been slowed down a little with
recent health complications, but she continues to make
her contribution in whatever way she can, most notably
by helping me keep my household and my family in
good order. She keeps all of us in good order!
My husband, Savo, who is also a product of the
communist regime, is a great believer in democracy and
the opportunity of participating actively, as is my son,
Paul, who at the age of 26 has now had two years
experience — having been elected to the City of
Kingston — as a councillor. He himself is a fledgling
participant in the democratic process, although his
experience in campaigning stems back to when he was
only two and a half or three years of age and I was the
state president of an organisation called Parents with
Children in Daycare and we were campaigning for
child-care fee relief, which subsequently we were able
to achieve.
I would also like to thank my right-hand man, Gary
Anderton. He is not just a staff member but is like a
member of the family, like a second son. He is a
fantastic young man and incredibly hardworking. He is
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the product of a single-parent family. His half-brothers
and sisters are drawn from an Aboriginal culture. He is
an amazing person of integrity, enormous capacity and
intelligence. He bought his first home in Hampton Park
at the age of 21 whilst at the same time completing his
university education. He is a fine young man who has a
bright future. He gave generously of his time. I think he
worked 27 days straight, often sleeping for 2 or 3 hours
a night in order to fulfil his obligations during the
campaign and in the lead-up to it.
Andrew Dosen is also a dedicated staff member. He is
an enormously reliable part of the team. I am grateful
for his contribution and extra effort. I thank Judy King,
also a staff member; Susan Serey, who lives in the
Narre Warren electorate, often contributes voluntarily
and is active in the non-profit sector in terms of
volunteering but has also helped us enormously in our
efforts for re-election; and Laura Bolst, who is also a
part-time employee and a wonderful young woman. All
these people are hardworking members of our team,
supplementing the unpaid campaign managers who
have given endlessly — hundreds of hours of their
time — especially noting Geoff and Angie Gledhill in
Mordialloc; Geoff Leigh, a former member for
Mordialloc; David Normington; Colin and Dawn Fisher
in Frankston; Ben Clissold in the Narre Warren North
electorate; and obviously the team in Cranbourne. All
of the team gave enormously. They all gave generously
of their time and achieved some phenomenal results.
The hardworking local Liberal candidates and their
families and campaign teams sacrificed much over
many months. They include new members in the
Assembly: Donna Bauer, who has a wonderful
husband, Richard, and four boys of whom she is
enormously proud, and we are proud of her having
achieved the phenomenal feat of defeating the sitting
member, the former Speaker of the Assembly; Lorraine
Wreford, the member for Mordialloc, who had an
amazing team of dedicated local workers and various
groups that placed their faith in us, including the No
Bus Lanes group in Dingley Village, which was an
important player in achieving significant swings in
Dingley to help deliver the seat of Mordialloc; Geoff
Shaw, the member for Frankston, who did a fantastic
job in an active community; and Michael Gidley, the
member for Mount Waverley.
Our candidates who were unsuccessful also sacrificed
much. Cr Geoff Ablett, our candidate for Cranbourne,
did an amazing job — and what a lovely man! He has a
genuine commitment to the community, the
disadvantaged and disaffected; he would have made an
outstanding local member of Parliament. A lot of
people placed their faith in him. He took down the
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margin from 12 per cent to 1.87 per cent on a
shoestring budget. Others include Gary Rowe in Narre
Warren South; Michelle Frazer in Narre Warren North;
Tony Holland in Lyndhurst, who formed the Casey
Liberal team and did an amazing job; Dale Key in
Dandenong; Courtney Mann in Mulgrave; and Justin
Scott in Clayton.
Lastly, I wish to thank all of the electors of the South
Eastern Metropolitan Region. To the 162 517 people
who voted for the Liberal Party in the upper house and
to those who did not, I say I will work hard to represent
them faithfully on issues that they care about and I care
about. I have often worked with card-carrying members
of the Labor Party, sharing commitments to causes and
issues. This is a part of the responsibility of elected
members of Parliament.
I turn to the overall themes of why people voted for
change. Most people expect four things from an
effective state government. They expect a government
to have programs and investment in the development of
social capital; to deliver the necessary physical
capital — our roads, public transport, buildings,
hospitals and so forth; to be open and transparent as a
government; and to strengthen our democratic
institutions. You could unpack those themes one by one
and quite clearly — putting aside the spin — form the
conclusion that whilst the former government may have
made some contribution to the first, the development of
social capital, it was patchy and mixed, and there had
been a neglect of investment in physical capital, with
mismanagement in planning in particular.
No doubt we will debate the matters that have
contributed to the issues associated with the floods.
Those themes will emerge as we have an opportunity to
debate these matters in this house in the future.
Overdevelopment and inadequate infrastructure such as
drainage, roads and so forth are issues which we in the
south-east certainly know a lot about, especially the
traffic congestion on our inadequate roads, which was
probably the major reason why the former government
got hammered.
We saw a chipping away at our democratic institutions
day in and day out. That is in the context of record state
tax and an increase in GST revenue flowing into
Treasury coffers; notwithstanding all the advantages of
being in government, there was a struggle to deliver
better services. There was certainly not enough being
done to grow industry and manufacturing, which
should have been more significant in the south-east.
Certainly there was a total failure to repair worn-out
infrastructure and invest more in what was needed.
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The 11 years under the former government was a
decade of lost opportunity, administrative bungles and
waste and mismanagement. All the time people thought
they were missing out on the improved services they
deserved and the infrastructure the community needed.
There was an increase in crime, especially crimes
against the person, which was of enormous community
concern. Yes, the government was winning the battle
against stolen bicycles, but it was losing the battle
against serious crime against the person.
Obviously any health budget is always going to be
under pressure to grow, so any Minister for Health
needs to contain it, but waiting lists were something
that the former government did not get on top of. It also
failed to address the issues facing ambulance services
and our emergency departments.
In terms of roads, there were some iconic reasons why a
lot of people voted for us. There is the need to invest in
and improve our public transport system and to
complete the Dingley bypass, which is the fourth
largest regional project, according to the Royal
Automobile Club of Victoria, and which the local ALP
in the city of Kingston had failed to back over a decade,
despite promising it in 1999. We are also pleased that
the Minister for Public Transport has given a
commitment to undertake a feasibility study into the
Mornington Peninsula Freeway extension, for which a
road reservation has existed for many years. I look
forward to being a part of that.
There were lots of undertakings, but the worst example
was the mismanagement of our waterways. I am an
environmentalist at heart. The mismanagement of the
Kananook Creek, the Mordialloc Creek, the Patterson
River and the Patterson Lakes Quiet Lakes has seen
those important natural assets become neglected and
deteriorate in quality. We lost the opportunity to
improve our amenity to the environment. They are
significant issues that need to be resolved. They are
exacerbated at a time of flood because of the increased
run-off, the failure of pumps and the failure of drainage
due to blockage. Sometimes new roads were being
constructed without drainage — sometimes you shake
your head at the failure of the former government to
provide modern engineering. I look forward to an
overall investment in infrastructure in the South Eastern
Metropolitan Region, a region in which there has been
phenomenal growth but which has suffered 11 years of
neglect.
I thank those members who served the region but who
were defeated. I think the community wanted a change
and believed there was a greater opportunity to achieve
more with new, dedicated, invigorated, hardworking
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members of Parliament. I look forward to supporting
them in their bid to fix the problems and build a better
future, because the bottom line is that that is exactly
where the former government failed. No amount of
public relations (PR) spin could convince people that it
was all right. Essentially an overreliance on PR was
what shortened the political lifespan of the previous
government. It was unable to admit fault and error and
indeed to cut back on the waste and mismanagement
which saw the daily costs of life put more and more
pressure on families across the south-east of Victoria. I
wish the new government well, and I am honoured to
have been elected as part of it.
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — I rise to
make a contribution to the address-in-reply. I begin by
congratulating the coalition on its election to
government. I also congratulate the new ministers on
their appointments.
The Labor Party accepts the outcome of the November
election. We recognise that voters wanted a change of
government. We will be a strong opposition, and we
will work to hold the government to account, renew our
policies and aim once more to earn the confidence of
Victorian voters to govern. We also acknowledge the
fact that throughout its 11 years in government Labor
initiated many excellent programs and initiatives. These
initiatives will be of lasting benefit to Victorians.
The coalition performed strongly in Eastern Victoria
Region. I take this opportunity to congratulate James
Merlino, who is the member for Monbulk in the other
house, and Matt Viney on retaining their seats. Labor
lost the Legislative Assembly seat of Gembrook. I
commend the work of former Legislative Assembly
member for Gembrook Tammy Lobato, who, from our
point of view, was very regrettably defeated. She was a
tireless advocate for her constituents, and she knows
every inch of the electorate of Gembrook. In
conjunction with her community she oversaw massive
improvements to community services and
infrastructure.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Before we embark on
question time I advise the house that Mr Barber is
unlikely to be with us today, because he and his wife,
Deborah, have had a young baby girl. Actually all
babies are young. I am expert in this, because I had
grandchildren arrive on 11 January. As Ms Pennicuik
has observed, there was a remarkable symmetry about
them because my grandchildren, Ethan and Sienna, are
twins, and they were born on 11 January 2011. I am
sure Mr Barber and Deborah will be proud of their
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young daughter, Georgette Ingrid, and we extend our
best wishes to mum, dad and new baby daughter. I
think there is also a sister.

DISTINGUISHED VISITOR
The PRESIDENT — Order! I take this opportunity
to acknowledge that John Vogels, who was a member
of this house in the previous Parliament, is with us in
the gallery. It is good to see him.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Minister for Manufacturing, Exports and
Trade: responsibilities
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is to the Minister for Manufacturing,
Exports and Trade. I refer to the general order dated
8 December 2010 and signed by the Premier. It
provides that the Minister for Innovation, Services and
Small Business has responsibility for the Victorian
Industry Participation Policy Act 2003 rather than the
Minister for Manufacturing, Exports and Trade, and I
ask: why does the minister not have responsibility for
the Victorian industry participation policy (VIPP)?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade) — I thank the
member for his question, which is obviously his first
question as shadow minister for manufacturing. It is
important to understand that we had a very clear policy
position in relation to VIPP. We had a very clear policy
position in terms of procurement. In the manufacturing
space it was the former government that brought in
trains that had been manufactured overseas. That was
an abject failure of VIPP, and we identified that in our
policy position. We will be working forward in a
whole-of-government way, not as individuals, to
deliver a strong procurement policy that will be
responsible for the manufacturing sector and for
industry more generally.
Supplementary question
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Notwithstanding the fact that the minister did not
answer my question, I have a supplementary question. I
refer to the minister’s comments on 10 March 2009,
when he said that ‘VIPP was supposed to maintain and
buoy … manufacturing in Victoria …’. I happen to
agree with Mr Dalla-Riva. Given the sentiments
expressed by the minister, how can it be appropriate for
responsibility for VIPP not to reside with the Minister
for Manufacturing, Exports and Trade?
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Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade) — Again this
demonstrates the lack of understanding of the former
government in relation to procurement. It is a shame,
because if members read our policy on stronger
industry and more jobs, they will see that it is about a
whole-of-government approach. The policy covers a
variety of ministerial portfolios, and I am pleased that
we will be addressing the matter with a
whole-of-government approach and not with the
irresponsibility with which the former government dealt
with some of its procurement policies.
We had three train manufacturers based in Melbourne,
and the former government went overseas and brought
in trains! What a disgrace it was when you consider the
workers who were looking for work. All the former
government did was ignore them. If opposition
members read our policy, they will see it is very clear
that we have made a strong commitment to
manufacturing and a strong commitment to ensuring
that the manufacturing sector is looked after within the
new procurement policy framework.

Department of Planning and Community
Development: record keeping
Mrs KRONBERG (Eastern Metropolitan) — I
direct my question to the Minister for Planning. I ask:
can the minister inform the house of what the Baillieu
government is doing to address serious concerns raised
by the Ombudsman about departmental record
keeping?
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — I thank
the member for her question. It is a very serious
question in relation to the Ombudsman’s report issued
this morning in relation to the redevelopment of the
Windsor Hotel and the probity aspects around the
planning process. A number of those recommendations
are about record keeping, and a number of those
recommendations are about probity. This report is one
of the most serious indictments of the previous Labor
regime, its contempt for Victorians and its contempt for
parliamentary and public processes in relation to
probity.
The Ombudsman’s report into the Windsor Hotel
reveals, without doubt, one of the most serious breaches
of government trust in Victorian history. The people
who sit opposite ignore the fact that the Ombudsman’s
report shows that the former Minister for Planning was
in the room when the plot for the Windsor Hotel was
hatched. They have their heads in the sand if they
believe their record on probity is anything other than
abysmal.
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What we see very clearly from this report and from the
Ombudsman’s recommendations, which is what the
member asked about, is that the previous government
had an appalling history of treating these processes with
contempt. It treated the department with contempt, it
treated planning processes with contempt, and it treated
multimillion-dollar applications with contempt.
This report, and the recommendations Mrs Kronberg
refers to, vindicates everything the Liberal Party and
The Nationals said about why there was a need for an
inquiry into the Windsor Hotel planning process. The
report entirely vindicates the Liberal Party and The
Nationals when they said that Labor’s staff should
appear to give evidence to the inquiry, because it
clearly shows that the previous government covered up
the truth about the Windsor Hotel planning application.
Shame on them, and shame on the former
Attorney-General for seeking to do over this inquiry
and scuttle its ability to inquire into this process. Shame
on the current Labor Party members, former ministers
and shadow ministers, and the clapped-out old
frontbenchers who sit opposite who sat in this
Parliament not 12 months ago and said there was no
need for this inquiry.
Clearly the Ombudsman has said, as Mrs Kronberg
asked in her question, that there is evidence today that
the Labor Party has a culture of corrupting processes, a
culture within it of manipulating processes, a culture
which the Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly,
Daniel Andrews, has yet to address. It is a culture for
which every man and woman in the Labor Party stands
condemned because they have not stood up for the
truth. They stood up in Parliament and tried to usurp,
hinder and stop an inquiry that simply looked for the
truth.
Mr Leane — On a point of order, President, I fail to
see how the minister’s answer has anything to do with
his responsibilities in the Victorian government.
The PRESIDENT — Order! There is no point of
order. The fact is the recommendations that were made
do affect Mr Guy’s current position in terms of the
implementation of some of the record-keeping
protocols that were referred to in that report. No doubt
other ministers might have the opportunity under this
report to consider their record keeping. It is certainly
within the province of the minister. Whilst Mr Leane
might not be satisfied with the minister’s answer,
Mrs Kronberg has not expressed any dismay.
Hon. M. J. GUY — In conclusion, Labor’s culture
of contempt and corruption is over. There is a new
broom of government in this state, one that believes in
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proper probity and one that will stand up for good
practices in planning, as opposed to the previous
regime, which sought to usurp practices and treat
Victorians with contempt.

Minister for Employment and Industrial
Relations: responsibilities
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My question is
to the Minister for Employment and Industrial
Relations. I refer to the general order dated 8 December
2010, and I ask: why does the minister, as Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations, not have
responsibility for the Public Sector Employment
(Award Entitlements) Act 2006?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank the
member for this question. It is interesting that rather
than going to the substance of policy the opposition is
trying to pick out who has what. The reality is that
through the machinery of government those particular
responsibilities fall within the portfolio of the
appropriate minister, and perhaps the member should
ask that minister why they have that responsibility.
Supplementary question
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — Does the
removal of that act from the minister’s responsibility
and the handing of it over to the Minister for Finance
mean that he, as Minister for Employment and
Industrial Relations, will have no role in public sector
enterprise bargaining?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — Again I thank
the member. The reality is that of course the Minister
for Employment and Industrial Relations has a
responsibility to advise and guide other ministers in
relation to any industrial relations issues — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — That shows the
stupidity of the former government. It thinks its
processes were the best. I will let members into a secret:
the former government’s processes were corrupt. What
we are doing as a new government is ensuring that we
have a process of industrial relations, employment and
a range of portfolios to give advice and guidance as
necessary. That then allows for a whole-of-government
approach. The problem the former government had was
that it had ministers individually responsible without a
whole-of-government approach, and what that ended up
doing was allowing corrupt activity.
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Hospitals: HealthSMART
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — My
question is for the Minister for Health, and I ask: can
the minister inform the house of flaws in hospital ICT
systems?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I thank
the member for her question and for her interest in
better quality and safety in hospitals and the role that
ICT can play in that. I am aware that the previous
government had some sort of plan, and it was no more
than a half-baked plan, to introduce iPads for doctors
and nurses. It is a perfectly legitimate idea to have more
ICT for doctors and nurses, but I have to say the record
of the previous government is not good. There was
HealthSMART and Electronic Conveyancing Victoria,
which fell within the shadow Minister for Health’s
former portfolio responsibility in the last Parliament.
I have to say when I became Minister for Health I was
shocked to discover that a program of the previous
minister, now the Leader of the Opposition, had been
announced for iPads for doctors and nurses, but it had
not been submitted to Treasury, it had no budget
bottom line, there was no plan to roll out any wireless
technology to support it and there was no funding
behind it. It was a hoax. When I went to look for the
money the cupboard was bare; no money had been set
aside in the Treasury coffers for this program. The
former minister had promised the world, but he had not
made the allocations or done the backup work. The
cupboard was bare. I do not know what he intended to
do with the iPads.
We were elected on 27 November. The former minister
had promised this program would start on 1 January.
What was he going to do? Was he going to rock down
to the Apple shop, line up at the counter and order
hundreds of iPads? There was no budget allocation for
that. Perhaps when he went without money to the
Apple shop to buy a heap of iPads he was going to put
them on his credit card. What a hoax! He may not have
realised that there was quite a bit of demand for iPads
around Christmas time. People were on waiting lists for
iPads. I am not sure how he would have got hundreds
of unordered iPads in position — —
An honourable member interjected.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — Did you get one at
Christmas? You were lucky; many did not.
The then Minister for Health tried to tell the hospital
communities that he was going to get these iPads on
1 January. He made no provision, there was no plan,
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there were no iPads in position and there was no plan to
roll out supporting wireless technology. I am very
disappointed that he has played this cruel trick on
doctors and nurses across the health system.
The fact is that we have to do much better on ICT in
Victoria than we have done under the previous
government. HealthSMART has been a costly
myki-like system, and we have to get that system
running right. I have to say that I have no confidence in
what the alternative minister, the shadow Minister for
Health, Mr Jennings, can do after his performance with
Electronic Conveyancing Victoria.

Minister for Employment and Industrial
Relations: responsibilities
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is for Mr Dalla-Riva in his capacity as
Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations. I am
fascinated to know — in fact I am sure all workers in
Victoria would be fascinated to know — whether, in his
role as the employment and industrial relations
minister, he is responsible for the Long Service Leave
Act 1992.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I thank the
member for his question. It is published on the website,
and I suggest he look it up.
Supplementary question
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
When the minister gets a better information system he
will look on the website and he will know that under
the general order of 8 December 2010 he does not have
responsibility for that act, as indeed he does not have
any responsibility for a number of acts relating to the
employment and industrial relations portfolio. My
supplementary question is: when all the nation’s
industrial relations ministers come together to negotiate
harmonisation of long service leave, will Mr Dalla-Riva
represent Victoria or will it be the person in Victoria —
whom he does not know — who is responsible for that
relevant act?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations) — I agree with
all the things the member has said. But the realities are
that we have a whole-of-government approach to a
whole range of things, and I have said that time and
again. The realities are that we have areas of
responsibility that cross all areas. The department I
have responsibility for is there to provide advice, and
that advice will be given to the relevant ministers in
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relation to industrial relations, long service leave and
other things. I take the point, but the realities are that it
is an area I have an interest in, but we are there to
provide advice in the future.
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! The level of noise is
too high in relation to the questions that are being put
and the answers that are being given. Whilst we have
television cameras today — and indeed every day,
given the parliamentary system — members would do
well to remember that this is a Parliament and not a
reality TV show. Therefore I ask members to desist
from having yelling matches or discussions across the
chamber which have absolutely nothing to do with the
questions or the answers being provided.

Information and communications technology:
industry
Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — I direct a
question to the Minister for Technology. I ask: can the
minister highlight any recent developments which
cement Victoria’s position as a leading state for the
technology sector?
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Minister for
Technology) — I thank Mr Davis for his question. This
government is committed to the development of the
technology sector in Victoria. It was, of course, a
previous coalition government that introduced, in the
mid-1990s, the first minister for multimedia in
Australia and one of the first ministers for multimedia
anywhere in the world, and it was the previous coalition
government which introduced Multimedia Victoria
with a view to developing the IT sector here in the state
and driving development of that sector.
That commitment in the mid-1990s has paid off.
Victoria is now a leading state for the IT sector in
Australia. In Victoria the ICT sector turns over more
than $27 billion a year, it contributes more than
$3 billion a year to exports from Victoria and it
employs around 87 000 Victorians. ICT is an important
industry sector in its own right, and it is also important
as an enabler for other industry sectors and for
government in driving the productivity agenda that the
Victorian economy needs in both the public and private
sectors as we move into the next decade.
In 2010 Victoria was chosen as the base for the network
operations centre for the national broadband
network — something that was achieved under the
previous minister and something that this minister and
this government, through the Department of Business
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and Innovation, are committed to seeing delivered
expeditiously. The centre is now being developed down
at Docklands, and the government is working closely
with NBN Co. Ltd, through DBI, to ensure that that
investment is up and running as quickly as possible.
The government is committed, as per its election
policy, to ensuring that Victorian companies benefit
from the massive expenditure that is being undertaken
by NBN Co. in terms of leveraging off that investment
and exploiting business opportunities. I am therefore
delighted to report that two Victorian companies will
share in up to $1.3 billion worth of NBN expenditure
over the next five years. Warren and Brown has been
announced as the supplier of optical fibre distribution
frames, subtracks and ducting in an investment by NBN
worth up to $110 million. Corning Cable Systems will
provide optical cable and hardware in a contract worth
up to $1.2 billion. This is the type of investment that
this government is committed to seeing Victorian
companies achieve, leveraging off the NBN project.
These contracts will create up to 400 new jobs in the
technology sector in Victoria. I congratulate Warren
and Brown and Corning Cable Systems on their
success, and look forward to other Victorian technology
companies leveraging off the opportunities from the
NBN spend.

Minister for Manufacturing, Exports and
Trade: responsibilities
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) —
My question is directed to the Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade. I refer to the
general order and to the minister’s specific
responsibilities for export and trade, and I ask: does the
minister have responsibility for the Agent-General and
Commissioners for Victoria Act 2007 — and if not,
why not?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade) — As Mr Pakula
knows, there was a machinery-of-government change,
and the Department of Business and Innovation went
through that process. The orders have been made, as the
member has rightly pointed out, and they are as they
are.
Supplementary question
Hon. M. P. PAKULA (Western Metropolitan) — I
thank the minister for his answer, but I refer the
minister to the primary role of our Agent-General in
London and our commissioners in Frankfurt, Dubai,
San Francisco, Tokyo, Shanghai, Kuala Lumpur and
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Bangalore in promoting Victorian trade and export, and
I ask: when those representatives are formally reporting
on their achievements and the challenges confronting
our trade and investment, do they report to him or to the
Minister for Innovation, Services and Small Business,
Minister Asher?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade) — Again, the
former minister for manufacturing, Mr Holding, had no
legislation requirements or responsibilities, so I put that
on the record for a start. The realities are that unlike the
Labor Party we work as a team and we actually talk to
each other. We do not go behind each other’s back
trying to undermine each other by making secret little
grubby deals.
Hon. M. J. Guy — Factional deals.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — Factional deals, in
fact; Mr Guy is correct. We work as a team, and there
are responsibilities, as the member well knows, in my
area of exports. If you hold your breath for a couple of
weeks, or maybe a couple of months, you will see that
there are a lot of things we are doing in the export area.
The realities are that we are going to do the business a
bit differently from what those opposite used to do. The
way they did it in the former government was about
being corrupt. What we are about is being open and
responsible, and sharing and working together as we
should as a government.

Automotive industry: government support
Mr KOCH (Western Victoria) — My question is
directed to the Minister for Manufacturing, Exports and
Trade, and I ask: can the minister inform the house of
the importance of the motor vehicle manufacturing
industry to Victoria?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade) — I thank the
member for his question and for his ongoing interest in
this area. As members would be aware, Mr Koch
resides in the area where Ford Australia is located, and I
think it is important to put on the record that we have
been on a shared visit to that area.
As we know, Victoria is the home of the automotive
manufacturing industry in Australia, with the three local
car companies and their key suppliers based in
Melbourne. In fact it is one of only 15 places in the
world that has the capacity to create a new car from
concept to full production. This government is
committed to working collaboratively with industry to
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drive competitiveness and effectiveness and revitalise
Victoria’s manufacturing sector.
I have had meetings with the CEOs of Ford and
Holden, Mr Bob Graziano and Mr Mike Devereux
respectively, and have toured their operations. I am
looking forward to touring Toyota and meeting its
CEO, Max Yasuda, very soon. I have also met lots of
people in lots of industries during my first 60 days as
minister, and I outlined that this morning.
Ms Tierney interjected.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — Listening to those on
the other side, their disdain for the automotive
manufacturing industry is clear. Rather than talking it
up, they are talking it down. But that is just the way
they are. They are very bitter and twisted, as we know.
The local automotive industry is demonstrating its
resilience, but there are issues facing it. There is the
global financial crisis, changing consumer preferences
in cars, rising petrol prices and a strong Australian
dollar — and that has had quite a significant impact.
What is more concerning to me as the responsible
minister, however, is to see some of the cutbacks that
the federal government has made in terms of the
industry’s development. It demonstrates that Labor
governments around Australia do deals and then they
backtrack.
I will give one example which we know about because
it was reported in the Saturday Age: the Rudd-Gillard
government’s decision to abolish the $234 million
green car innovation fund. Members will recall that in
October 2008 former Prime Minister Rudd wrote to
Toyota, General Motors Holden and Ford seeking
letters of commitment on their investment plans for
Australia on the basis of being offered a new stream of
financial assistance through the green car innovation
fund. What was the state of those mutual undertakings?
There was a commitment by industry to work towards
the future. However, an article by Shaun Carney in the
Saturday Age of 5 February 2011 reports, and I quote,
that:
By abolishing the fund summarily, the government —

that is the federal government —
is saying it does not respect its own agreements. … The
message to foreign companies that have choices about where
to make major investments is to deal with the Gillard
government at your own risk.

This sends a bad message to the manufacturing sector
and to the automotive sector, which is under enormous
pressure. What we see is a federal Labor government
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more interested in itself than in supporting the
automotive industry.

Minister for Manufacturing, Exports and
Trade: responsibilities
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Unfortunately today we are more interested in
Mr Dalla-Riva. In his capacity as Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade, could the minister
inform the house of exactly what acts of Parliament he
is responsible for?
The PRESIDENT — Order! The start of
Mr Somyurek’s question was unacceptable, and I hope
those sorts of prefaces to questions will not continue.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade) — The opposition
is asking for the list of acts, and I will provide that list
in due course. However, I make the point that it is more
about having a person out there advocating for the
industry rather than the acts they are responsible for. I
am very strongly focused on the manufacturing sector
and on exports and trade. The former government had
no interest in any of these matters.
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Order! Two members have
been brandishing papers for theatrical effect in terms of
the points they want to make. That is not permissible in
the chamber. I am not going to name the members who
did that, but I ask them to desist. Mr Leane’s move
from where he was in the previous Parliament to where
he is now is rather unfortunate, because it has brought
him closer to the President’s ear. I suggest that he
consider the journey.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — I have answered the
question.
Supplementary question
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
Is it not a fact that by the general order the Premier has
stripped the Minister for Manufacturing, Exports and
Trade of all his responsibilities? I hate to be
uncharitable about this, but is the minister now in fact
the minister without a portfolio?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade) — No.
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Teachers: national standards
Mrs PEULICH (South Eastern Metropolitan) —
My question is directed to the Minister responsible for
the Teaching Profession. Can the minister advise the
house on how the national professional standards for
teachers released yesterday will benefit Victoria’s
teachers?
Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister responsible for the
Teaching Profession) — I thank Mrs Peulich for her
question and her great interest in this subject. As she
said, the national professional standards for teachers
were released yesterday. They are a set of standards that
will provide useful benchmarks to define the skill levels
of teachers in Victorian schools.
I might add that teaching is a very multiskilled
profession. Those of us who have been teachers or who
know teachers I am sure would respect the many skills
they need to possess. They need to know students and
to understand how students learn. They need an
extensive curriculum content knowledge and
knowledge of how to impart that curriculum content to
students. They need to be well-organised people, they
need to know how to engage students, they need to be
good communicators, both in written and oral form, and
of course they need to be continually upgrading their
various skills, particularly given technological
advancements today.
The professional standards that were released yesterday
have been in the making since 2009. While those
standards have been directed by the Ministerial Council
for Education, much of the on-ground work in their
development has been undertaken by the Australian
Institute for Teaching and School Leadership. I want to
give credit today to the work that has been undertaken
by the institute, particularly its chair, Tony Mackay, and
its CEO, Margery Evans, who have led a lot of the
on-ground work in developing these standards.
One of the important outcomes of these standards is
that they will go a long way towards enhancing the
professional status of teachers right across Australia.
They will also provide some very useful markers for
teachers themselves in terms of identifying their skill
levels and their future professional development needs.
I expect the standards will in time assist with such
matters as teacher registration and potentially
promotion and pay levels. Pay levels in the teaching
profession are currently linked to various classifications
of teachers, but again this is a matter on which the
Victorian government is prepared to sit down and work
with teacher organisations, principal organisations and
school communities. We will look at how these new
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professional standards may relate to matters like
promotion and pay.
The great significance of the announcement yesterday
was the fact that now for the first time we have a
uniform set of standards Australia wide and agreement
by every state to implement those standards. I am
pleased to be a member of the ministerial council — as
is my colleague the Minister for Education, Martin
Dixon — which yesterday signed on, endorsing those
standards. I would also like to give credit to the former
Minister for Education, Bronwyn Pike, who I know
was a member of the ministerial council and worked
diligently towards the development of these
professional standards as well. I expect the standards
released yesterday will have the bipartisan support of
this house, and I am sure, as I said, they will do much to
enhance the professional standing of teachers in our
community.

DISTINGUISHED VISITOR
The PRESIDENT — Order! I acknowledge
Ms Elaine Carbines, a former member of this house,
who is in the gallery. Welcome.

GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed.
Mr SCHEFFER (Eastern Victoria) — Prior to
question time I was paying tribute to Tammy Lobato,
the former member for Gembrook in the Assembly. I
advised the house that Tammy was passionate about the
environment and as a local MP was a very fierce
advocate for the protection of the forests in the Yarra
Ranges. Tammy is a conviction politician, and I do not
think anyone in her electorate will ever forget the
tireless work she put in during the 2009 fires.
I also take this opportunity to acknowledge the great
work of the Labor candidates for Legislative Assembly
electorates in Eastern Victoria Region: James Dooley
for Mornington, John Lannan for Nepean, Steve
Hosking for Hastings, Gerry Lonergan for Bass, Peter
Harris for Evelyn, Tony Flynn for Narracan, Graeme
Middlemiss for Morwell, Steve Boyce for South
Gippsland and Gregg Cook for East Gippsland. I also
acknowledge the work of the members of their
campaign teams, who worked tirelessly for many
months with discipline, focus and unflagging optimism.
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The Governor’s speech is surprising and in my view
underwhelming, committing, as it does, this new
administration to long-accepted, uncontroversial and
established government practice. The speech commits
the government to ‘fixing the problems’, and this is the
benchmark against which this government will be
measured. As the Leader of the Opposition has noted, it
is easier to campaign on fixing the problems than it is to
fix them. While many of the government’s
commitments are uncontroversial, some take a new
direction, and we will have to see the detail to work out
how far they can be supported.
The establishment of the anticorruption commission
obviously needs careful thought and debate.
Fundamentally, there is no disagreement that Victoria
needs appropriate mechanisms to deal with public
corruption. The debate has been about how corruption
should be investigated and exposed, while at the same
time protecting hard-won rights.
Two other commitments referred to in the Governor’s
speech are the establishment of the proposed
independent government advertising review panel and
the appointment of an independent freedom of
information commissioner. Undoubtedly, the legislation
relating to those commitments will be closely
scrutinised and debated in the Parliament and in the
community.
The government also recommits to implementing all
67 recommendations made by the bushfires royal
commission, so it was disappointing that the Minister
for Energy and Resources, the Honourable Michael
O’Brien, blocked the powerline bushfire safety task
force interim report that was due to be released late last
month. The Weekly Times described the report as
crucial. The minister says that the terms of reference
provided by the previous government were too narrow
and that they would be broadened for the task force to
report in September. The community ought to be able
to read for themselves what the task force members
have said, and community views must be taken into
account. The government’s action is an early warning
that the coalition will fail to live up to the high-minded
rhetoric of the Governor’s speech.
The government commits to providing the best possible
education standards and facilities for all students. While
the quality of teaching is fundamental to educational
outcomes, poor school facilities hamper quality
teaching. That is why Labor’s $1.9 billion Victorian
schools plan to rebuild or refurbish every government
school in the state by 2016 is so important. The
education minister’s announcement that the
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commitment would be reconsidered renders the initial
commitment hollow.
The education budget will be cut by around
$340 million over this term to help find the overall
$1.6 billion expenditure reduction the government
wants. The president of the Victorian Association of
State Secondary Principals says that the cuts are
particularly galling, given that the coalition would
increase funding to non-government schools by
$240 million. This is another example of a significant
broken promise that will affect many communities over
the next four years.
The return of cattle grazing to the high country is
another matter of deep concern. Mr Jennings and I have
both brought this matter to the attention of the Minister
for Environment and Climate Change, Mr Ryan Smith,
and we know there is widespread community concern.
The ill-considered action of the minister approving
access by 400 cattle to designated parts of the Alpine
National Park prior to the preparation of a clear,
peer-reviewed research design threatens protected flora
and fauna and unravels the rehabilitation of the park
that was well under way after the 2005 ban imposed by
the former government.
Sydney University’s dean of agriculture, Professor
Mark Adams, who the government appointed to
undertake the research, has said that he was not
involved in moving the cattle into the park and that the
study would not even commence until October, which
of course is the next grazing season. He has not even
completed the research design, so why are the cattle
there already? Last week 125 scientists wrote to the
environment minister calling for a halt to this
scientifically indefensible and pre-emptory move.
Gunai Kurnai elder, Uncle Albert Mullet, said that the
government has stepped over the line by not consulting
with the Gunai Kurnai as it is required to do under the
Traditional Owner Settlement Act 2010 that was passed
in this Parliament last year. Even at this early point in
the life of this government concerns are growing.
This ostensibly laid-back Baillieu government is being
mentored by none other than Jeff Kennett, Petro
Georgiou and Tony Nutt, and their hands can already
be seen in this early positioning of the government.
However, the Governor’s speech is more interesting for
what it does not say. It is disappointing that what comes
through is a belief that by generally improving services
the whole community will naturally prosper. There is
no direct recognition of the needs of those whose
wellbeing relies on the capacity of the state to reform
our institutions. How does the coalition aim to reform
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the law and the working of the courts, health services,
public schools or housing so that the lives of people
who are disadvantaged by our social structures are
improved today and into the future?

Conclusion

This document is blind to human rights generally. It
makes no mention of the pressing issues facing
Aboriginal Victorians and how the government will
advance their causes. The eerie and sinister thing about
the Governor’s address is that there is not a single
mention of climate change or carbon emissions
reduction. For a new government elected at the end of
the first decade of the 21st century such studious
avoidance of this profound policy challenge is chilling.

The Hon. David Davis, MLC
Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council

Debate adjourned on motion of Ms PULFORD
(Western Victoria).
Debate adjourned until later this day.
Sitting suspended 12.44 p.m. until 2.03 p.m.

STATUTE LAW REVISION BILL 2011
Statement of compatibility
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) tabled
following statement in accordance with Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In my opinion, the Statute Law Revision Bill 2011, as
introduced to the Legislative Council, is compatible with the
human rights protected by the charter. I base my opinion on
the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill
The bill corrects a number of ambiguities, minor omissions
and errors found in statutes to ensure the meaning of acts is
clear and reflects the intention of Parliament.
The bill also repeals principal acts which have no ongoing
operation and amending acts which are spent in effect and
have no further purpose.
Human rights issues
1.

Human rights protected by the charter that are
relevant to the bill

This bill does not engage any of the rights under the charter.
2.

Consideration of reasonable limitations — section 7(2)

As the bill does not engage any of the rights under the charter,
it is not necessary to consider section 7(2) of the charter.

I consider that the bill is compatible with the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities because it does not
engage any human rights issues.

Second reading
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

The bill before the house, the Statute Law Revision Bill
2011, is a regular mechanism for reviewing statute law
in Victoria. The bill is important to the orderly
management of the state’s statutes so that the laws
remain clear, relevant and accurate.
The bill corrects a number of ambiguities, minor
omissions and errors found in statutes to ensure the
meaning of acts is clear and reflects the intention of
Parliament.
The bill corrects spelling and grammatical errors and
makes any amendments that should have been made as
consequential amendments when legislation was first
passed.
The bill repeals redundant transitional provisions of acts
which are no longer required because of the passage of
time and subsequent legislative enactments. The bill
also repeals substantive provisions of acts which have
fulfilled their purpose of amending or repealing other
acts. These provisions are no longer required because
they have amended or repealed the relevant provisions
in other acts.
The bill also repeals wholly redundant acts identified by
chief parliamentary counsel. The acts to be repealed are
listed in a schedule to the bill.
The bill repeals both principal acts which have no
ongoing operation and amending acts which are spent
in effect and have no further purpose. The amending
acts contain transitional and substantive provisions. The
transitional provisions are no longer required because
of the passage of time or subsequent legislative
enactments. The substantive provisions are no longer
required because they have amended or repealed the
provisions of the principal acts which they were
enacted to amend or repeal.
Any residual effect of the transitional and substantive
provisions will be saved by section 14 of the
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984.
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The bill should be seen as part of the Victorian
Parliament’s regular housekeeping arrangements.
The bill will make technical improvements to the
state’s statutes, rather than substantive amendments.
The technical corrections effected by this bill will make
it easier for the state’s statutes to be administered,
interpreted and applied.
By repealing redundant acts and provisions of acts, the
bill will ensure that Victorian statutes are updated and
maintained in a regular and orderly manner so that they
remain relevant to the Victorian community.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr LENDERS
(Southern Metropolitan).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 24 February.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STANDING
COMMITTEES
Departmental allocations
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That departments (including agencies and public entities
within those departments) be allocated to Council standing
committees as follows:
(1) Standing Committee on the Economy and
Infrastructure —
Department of Business and Innovation
Department of Primary Industries
Department of Transport
Department of Treasury and Finance
(2) Standing Committee on the Environment and
Planning —
Department of Premier and Cabinet
Department of Planning and Community Development
Department of Sustainability and Environment
(3) Standing Committee on Legal and Social Issues —
Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development
Department of Health
Department of Human Services
Department of Justice
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In effect this is a machinery provision to give full effect
to the new parliamentary committee arrangements that
were recommended by the Standing Orders Committee
in the last Parliament. Those changes were agreed upon
by all parties after a long and exhaustive process where
we examined different models for committee structures
for the future for this chamber. Options were
investigated and similar jurisdictions were looked at. I
commend new members to examine that report, which
includes some tables and outlines some of the
alternative arrangements in place around the country.
Members may be interested to know what happens in
Western Australia, the federal Senate or the New South
Wales Legislative Council, or they may wish to see
how other jurisdictions, legislative councils or upper
houses order their committee arrangements.
The Standing Orders Committee worked very hard on
this report, which was accepted by all parties. I put on
record that the original reference was from
Ms Pennicuik. The standing orders changes made at the
end of the last Parliament put effect to those changes,
and I note that yesterday in this chamber we put in
place the committee memberships, which means that
the committees are now in operation. They have met for
the first time.
The allocation of these particular departments to each
of the committees will enable both the references and
legislation committees to have an overview of those
areas. It will enable a sensible shadowing, if you will,
of those departments, allowing members to develop
expertise and knowledge in particular areas and thereby
enable them to make a more detailed and substantive
contribution.
References of course come from the chamber. I note
that the recommendations of the Standing Orders
Committee were essentially modelled on the Senate
arrangement, so we have a joint references and
legislation committee with equal numbers of
government and non-government members, where the
chair of the legislation committee would be a
government member and the chair of the references
committee would be a non-government member. This
will mean that the committees can develop their own
areas of expertise both on legislation and relevant
non-legislative issues that relate to those portfolios. The
committees will be able to make more substantive
contributions across government. I note the legislation
committees have the ability to look at legislation and to
make points as they require. The relevance of this is
that it essentially fulfils part of the machinery of those
changes by linking each committee to one of the
various departments.
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These allocations have been arrived at after advice from
the clerks. I have not invented them out of thin air.
They essentially follow the arrangements of the earlier
committees. I do not want to say a lot more other than I
think there is great capacity for the committees in this
chamber to make a good and substantive contribution.
Briefly, notice of motion 17 on today’s notice paper
under ‘Government business’ — which can be debated
when the house is prepared to do so — relates to organ
donation and is the type of reference the Standing
Committee on Legal and Social Issues could well take
on in the longer term.
In a sense this motion is not especially controversial in
and of itself, and I commend it to the chamber.
Mr VINEY (Eastern Victoria) — The opposition
proposes an amendment to this motion, which I will
move immediately so that the house understands the
context of my contribution. I move:
After ‘Department of Justice’ insert —
‘and that, notwithstanding standing order 23.02(4)(b) the
reference committee of each standing committee may inquire
into any proposal, matter or thing that is relevant to the
respective departments allocated to the standing committee
which is —
(a) referred to it by resolution of the Council; or
(b) determined by the reference committees.

I have chosen those words for my amendment because
they are identical to the words that this house in the last
Parliament — —
Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips — On a point of order,
President, before Mr Viney commences his debate, I
seek your guidance on whether the amendment that he
is seeking to make to Mr Davis’s motion is in fact in
order. The reason I raise this point of order is that the
subject of Mr Davis’s motion is to allocate to the
various Council committees the departments that exist
under the government structure, so it is clearly a motion
with very limited scope. It gives effect to a provision in
the standing orders relating to the parliamentary
standing committees. Mr Viney’s amendment seeks to
change the scope of Mr Davis’s motion by enlarging it
with a provision that would in fact change the powers
of the standing committees as they exist under the
standing orders. I submit that the scope of Mr Viney’s
proposed amendment is well outside the scope of the
nature of the motion that Mr Davis is putting before the
house this afternoon and that under standing order 7.08
the amendment should be out of order in terms of
Mr Davis’s motion.
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Ms Mikakos — On the point of order, President, the
substantive motion moved by Mr Davis relates to the
jurisdiction of the standing committees of the
Legislative Council. It seeks to refer a range of
departments to each of those committees and it in effect
empowers those committees to be able to examine the
operations of those departments. In a similar vein
Mr Viney’s amendment relates to jurisdictional matters
and the conduct and operation of those committees. It is
very much related to the substantive motion, as both it
and the motion relate to jurisdictional issues.
Mr VINEY — I do not believe that any of the four
elements of standing order 7.08, which was referred to
in Mr Rich-Phillips’s point of order, invalidate my
proposed amendment in any way. It complies with
7.08(1), which states:
A question which has been proposed may be amended by —
(a) omitting certain words; or
(b) omitting certain words in order to insert or add other
words …

It complies with 7.08(2), which says:
An amendment must be relevant to the question it is proposed
to amend and must not be a direct negative of the question.

It is not a direct negative, and it is perfectly relevant to
the motion. Standing order 7.08(3) states:
An amendment to a question must be delivered in writing to
the Clerk.

That was complied with. In fact the clerks made some
suggestions in relation to the wording I had proposed.
The fourth element of standing order 7.08 is:
The mover of a motion or a member who has already spoken
in the debate may not move an amendment.

I had not previously spoken in the debate, and I am
trying to move an amendment.
Hon. D. M. Davis — On the point of order,
President — I am picking up Mr Rich-Phillips’s
point — there is a clear distinction between the three
points in my motion, which seek to give effect to the
standing orders, and Mr Viney’s amendment, which
seeks to amend standing orders. The parts of my motion
do not seek to amend standing orders in any way; they
seek to give effect to the existing standing order
provisions. Although Mr Viney’s amendment is
perfectly debatable and worthy in its own right — and
he may bring it at any point — it seeks to change
standing orders as opposed to give effect to them, and
for that reason I argue it is clearly of a totally different
nature.
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The PRESIDENT — Order! This is an important
point of order. I accept the context in which the
opposition has put its amendment. I propose to
postpone discussion on this motion while I consider it.
The final point Mr Davis made has some weight with
me. However, I will seek some advice from the clerks
in respect of the matter, because I think there is some
validity on both sides of the issue. Rather than making a
decision as a knee-jerk reaction, I intend to consider
this for a few moments. With the leave of the Council I
propose that we postpone further consideration of this
matter at this time until later today. I will deal with it
today; I just want some time to think about this. I ask
Mr Viney to be so kind as to facilitate what I am
proposing and move that this matter be postponed until
later this day.

failures by that government. I note the statements made
by the Minister for Police and Emergency Services,
Mr Ryan, about how our government will respond to
the Ombudsman’s important recommendations.

Mr VINEY — I am happy to assist in that regard.

That leaked email pointed directly to a process that
sought to massage and manipulate the planning process.
Planning processes need to be beyond reproach. They
need to be managed with fairness, with sense and with
reasonableness. This was not the case, as we saw in this
chamber when Mr Madden sat in that position as the
Minister for Planning. He sat there whilst he was
embroiled in the Brimbank City Council scandal that
saw Labor Party operatives undertake a series of steps
that were correctly pointed to by the Ombudsman.
Mr Madden did not cover himself with glory; in fact
this chamber twice during the last Parliament passed
motions of no confidence in the then Minister for
Planning. Those motions were difficult. Both were led
by me, but both were supported by the chamber
because of the weight of argument, the Ombudsman’s
important reports and the evidence that showed the
breaches that had occurred in the standards and
behaviour of Mr Madden.

Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I take
on board the points made earlier, and I accept
Mr Viney’s assistance in facilitating the President’s
decision making.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr VINEY
(Eastern Victoria).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

OMBUDSMAN: REPORTS
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That this house take note of the reports tabled by the
Ombudsman in 2011.

Three very important Ombudsman’s reports have been
tabled in this Parliament this week. One of these relates
to the behaviour of councillors in the City of Hume.
This is clearly a very serious matter, and one the
Ombudsman has correctly pointed to. I pay tribute to
some of the work the Ombudsman has done over recent
years in improving the standards of probity and the
standards at local councils in general. He has clearly
targeted that area as one that needed improvement, and
I would agree that it needs improvement. This latest
revelation on the City of Hume has been important.
I note also his report on the allowing of sex offenders to
have close arrangements with children. That report also
is very important for the significant reason that the
safety of children is paramount. The Brumby
government set low standards there. It did not protect
children. Children’s services were in crisis, and this
report points to a very serious set of breaches — a set of

Equally important is the report I want to talk about
today, titled Ombudsman Investigation into the Probity
of the Hotel Windsor Redevelopment of February 2011.
This is a very significant report, one that patently pings
Justin Madden, the former Minister for Planning, and a
number of his staff on matters of process and on
arrangements in his office. As Mr Guy said in question
time today, it vindicates the arrangements this house
put in order through its committee structure to
investigate the poor performance of the minister and the
leaked email from his staffer Peta Duke.

This report, which goes to the heart of the scandal
around the Windsor Hotel and the sham consultation
that was associated with it, is a timely one. It is a report
that puts the pressure directly on Mr Madden. I have to
say that I do not believe Mr Madden is a person worthy
of great credit. I do not believe he is a person who has
upheld standards, and in the last Parliament this
chamber made that exact point in passing two motions
of no confidence in Mr Madden. If he were still in this
chamber today as the Minister for Planning — a
minister of the Crown — we would be moving a
similar motion in relation to his performance. We
would be moving a motion to say that he was not a fit
and proper person to hold that position.
There is a series of things in this report, and I am not
going to go through every point in it because I know
that others who wish to speak will do so. But it is clear,
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and I draw the house’s attention to point 17 at page 9 of
the Ombudsman’s report, which says:
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responded to Ms Duke’s email dated 24 February 2010
asking for comment on the media plan.

two senior departmental officers gave evidence that at a
meeting on 17 February 2010 with Mr Madden,
Mr Justin Jarvis, Mr Madden’s then chief of staff, raised
the idea of using a public consultation process and the
resulting negative feedback to refuse the Hotel Windsor
project.

This was not Peta Duke acting alone, as was portrayed
in the media. This was not Peta Duke acting on her own
as a lone cowboy or as a lone officer without
authorisation; this was a plan concocted in the office to
defeat and manipulate the planning process in this state.
It is disgraceful, and I think Mr Madden should hang
his head in shame.

The comment purportedly made by Mr Jarvis at the
meeting on 17 February 2010 occurred one week prior
to Mr Madden’s media plan dated 24 February 2010.

At point 18 in his report the Ombudsman goes on to
say:

My investigation revealed:

Mr Leane — President, I draw your attention to the
state of the house.
Quorum formed.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — I continue quoting from
page 9 of the Ombudsman’s report:
the comment purportedly made by Mr Jarvis at the
meeting on 17 February 2010 occurred one week prior
to Mr Madden’s media plan dated 24 February 2010.
The wording used by Ms Duke in the media plan is
consistent with Mr Jarvis’s comments.
at a meeting on 17 December 2009 with the Victorian
government architect and departmental officers, the
Victorian government architect said that one senior
departmental officer raised the possibility of deferring
the Hotel Windsor planning application until after the
state election in November 2010. The two senior
departmental officers present at the meeting denied that
this was discussed.

What is clear is that this was a crooked meeting. It was
a dodgy meeting, a meeting that cooked up the sham
consultation, a meeting at which Mr Madden was
present, a meeting at which his chief of staff was
present and a meeting at which others were present.
The sham consultation was cooked up at that meeting
and implemented later. This is quite different from the
evidence that was provided to parliamentary
committees, and, frankly, Mr Madden’s position is
terrible. Mr Madden claims to have had no knowledge
of the existence of media plans before the Hotel
Windsor became an issue — —
Mr Viney interjected.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — And his public utterances,
Mr Viney.
I quote from another paragraph at point 17 of the
Ombudsman’s report:
computer records confirm that Mrs Taylor —

who was Mr Madden’s executive assistant —

Ms Duke maintains that she alone was responsible for the
wording which appears in the media plan regarding the Hotel
Windsor redevelopment. However, in light of the influences
on decision making identified in my report, particularly
Mr Jarvis’s reported comments … on 17 February 2010, I
consider there is an element of doubt regarding her evidence.

It is not my point here to target Ms Duke, who is a
staffer just doing her work. This is all about
Mr Madden as a minister and what he was doing at the
time. He was clearly part of this; he clearly knew what
was going on and he clearly sought to manipulate the
planning process for motives that should not have been
his focus. He should have been focused on delivering
the right planning outcomes for the Victorian
community, not indulging in sham consultation.
This report is damning. I am not going to go through it,
but I know others will want to say something about
some of the emails that are attached to the
Ombudsman’s report. I note that there was some
belated cooperation with the Ombudsman by some
former government ministers and others. I pay tribute to
the work of the Ombudsman. He has done an extremely
good job in working his way through this, because the
then government clearly obstructed the upper house
committee that had responsibility for following this
matter through. That obstruction was wrong, but the
Ombudsman has done some important work for the
Parliament and for Victorians as a whole.
Mr VINEY (Eastern Victoria) — The government
is struggling a little in its new role. In bringing on this
debate the government is behaving like it is still in
opposition. Here we are on the fourth sitting day since
the election and we have virtually no business other
than political exercises from the Leader of the
Opposition — —
An honourable member interjected.
Mr VINEY — The Leader of the Government —
some of us struggle with the changes in terminology! In
the debate we just adjourned I proposed an amendment
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that is about the accountability processes of the
Parliament holding the government to account. The first
thing the government did in relation to that was to take
a point of order to try to have the proposition ruled out
of order. The lip-service the other side has paid to the
question of accountability is being demonstrated here
on just the fourth sitting day since the election. I remind
the house that the Ombudsman was made an officer of
the Parliament by the Labor government, as was the
Auditor-General.
There are a number of Ombudsman’s reports that have
already come into the house this week. One of them has
been discussed by Mr David Davis, who has moved a
motion to consider them all but has only actually talked
about one. One of them relates to the Windsor Hotel
redevelopment. Mr Davis has suggested that this report
finds differently to Mr Madden’s evidence. I have read
the report but have not gone back and read the
transcript of Mr Madden’s evidence to the committee,
but in making an allegation such as this Mr Davis
should have substantiated it by indicating the
difference. I certainly did not hear him substantiate that
allegation.
The Ombudsman’s process that was set up by the Labor
government making the Ombudsman an officer of the
Parliament is a good and healthy process for the
accountability of government. We stand by our belief in
that process. Sometimes these reports find things that
might make governments feel a little uncomfortable. It
will be interesting to see how the new government
handles these sorts of reports on its activities — on
whether the new Minister for Planning, for example,
has media plans — —
Hon. M. J. Guy interjected.
Mr VINEY — He is saying he does not, but he
must have some process for planning what he is going
to do and when he is going to do it, whether it is in his
diary or not. He certainly likes the media, so one would
think he might think about it a little bit in advance, and
if you think about something in advance, it becomes a
plan. I am sure Mr Guy thinks about things in advance.
I think he is competent enough to think about things in
advance; I will give him at least some credit for that.
The new government needs to give a commitment that
it will enable this house and this Parliament to hold it to
account in exactly the same way it demanded of us
when we were in government. The first way it can do
that is to agree to the amendment I moved to the motion
that has now been postponed. That is the first way the
government could do it. It could do it by allowing those
committees to have exactly the same power — —
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Mr Drum — You all agreed to it before the
election; you lose it, and you change your minds.
Mr VINEY — I say to Mr Drum that when, as John
Maynard Keynes said, I am faced with the weight of
evidence, I change my mind. What does Mr Drum do?
Mr Drum — You struck a deal, and then you
changed your mind.
Mr VINEY — Does Mr Drum stay in his solid
position, no matter what? The new government can do
more than pay lip-service to the question of
accountability and give these committees some real
teeth and a commitment that it will deal in future with
the Ombudsman’s reports into its activities with the
same respect that the Labor Party did when it was in
government.
Mr BARBER (Northern Metropolitan) — I will be
addressing two of the Ombudsman’s reports tabled
today. My colleague Ms Hartland will address a third
one. I thank the government for creating the
opportunity to discuss this matter right at the end of the
parliamentary week. It would not have been good to
leave Parliament for some weeks without the
opportunity to address this matter, because it is a matter
of the utmost seriousness.
Ever since the particular document which set off this
controversy in relation to the Windsor Hotel came to
light I have been of the view that major damage has
been done to confidence in the planning system. The
previous government failed to take actions that could
have helped restore that confidence. It was for that
reason that I immediately called for an inquiry into this
matter to be set up. It is for that reason that the Greens
supported a motion of no confidence in the former
minister in this chamber and throughout the exercise
pursued the matter as diligently as we possibly could.
To get the truth out in the open is essential to restoring
confidence in the planning system in Victoria —
confidence from the point of view of the community,
which has an interest in the outcome, and confidence
from the point of view of investors, which ironically
enough was the former government’s aim in all the
interventions it made. It wanted to kick-start
development, but with this particular process it must
have considerably weakened investor confidence in the
state of Victoria. I will address that quite specifically
from the material that is in the report.
I am aware the government has not had much time to
digest this report. It may have supported the
recommendations in the report, but there is still the
overarching question of confidence that it now has to
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address. I am going to refer to the matters in the report,
but in such a way that I pose a number of challenges or
suggestions to the new government for what it could do
to restore that confidence.
The problem was not simply that one minister was
sloppy or overly political in the way he ran his
portfolio. At the root of the problem is a planning
system where under the act, the minister has almost
unlimited discretion to intervene in the process at any
stage regardless of who else may have been the
responsible authority. That is the first point.
The second point is that the rules in our planning
scheme — the actual law that people are trying to
comply with — is wide open in most cases. It is an
objectives-based planning scheme, to be polite. I
describe it as an almost-anything-goes planning
scheme. Often the rules as they appear in the planning
scheme cannot be made to stick when it comes to local
councils, the Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal (VCAT) or the minister making a decision.
Until we address that fundamental problem, it will
come up again and again. It is not as simple as bringing
in a white knight, a planning minister who is beyond
reproach, who says, ‘There you go. We have fixed the
problem’. This points to a great — —
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from that person what their view is. The Ombudsman,
and perhaps Mr Guy, are now going to recommend that
we tighten up the paperwork — the paper trail —
around these pre-application meetings. That is jolly
good, but the problem is that the planning scheme itself
is not written in a way that shows developers what they
need to comply with. I put it to the government that
there needs to be some major reform in this area. The
ability or the discretion of the minister to intervene
needs to be limited.
The minister has just intervened in relation to another
significant and what will no doubt be controversial
planning matter — that is, the Chepstowe wind farm.
Let us compare the two applications. Firstly, in the case
of the Windsor Hotel, the former Minister for Planning,
Mr Madden, was already the responsible authority; no
intervention was required. In the Chepstowe case the
minister has decided to go in and have a bit of a go.
Secondly, a vast number of people were potentially
interested in the Windsor Hotel application. Certainly it
had many sensitive interfaces, plus it was a state
heritage-listed development, which means it has
protection for the benefit of every Victorian, and no
doubt it was going to attract a lot of interest. In the
Chepstowe case we know there are three land-holders
within 2 kilometres.

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr BARBER — I am not yet in a position to judge
Mr Guy’s performance, but in any case he will not be
the planning minister forever. I am sure he has bigger
ambitions.
In my view this area of law shines a light on other areas
of law which often attract unwanted attention in that
broad question of integrity of government. We see quite
an ironic example of that in the section of the report that
refers to pre-application meetings and an interview with
the relevant applicant where he is asked about the
pre-application meetings and what they are all about.
He responds by saying you go along to the meeting to
get a sense of whether your development is going to be
supported. Hang on a second! I would have thought that
the way to work out whether your development
receives support would be to open the planning scheme
to see if it complies. Apparently the way it works is that
you go along and take the temperature of an individual
planning officer, or in this case the minister, to see if it
is the kind of thing that is going to get support.
There you see the basic problem. The planning scheme
does not say what it means and mean what it says. It is
not enforceable. A minister or even a relatively junior
officer has so much discretion that you have to find out

Thirdly, the rules for the Windsor Hotel development
were completely discretionary. People thought they
meant a height of 25 metres, but in the end what we got
was 23 storeys. Clearly they did not mean that much
but there has been no successful legal challenge to that.
However, in the case of the wind farms, the rules for
noise and so forth are quite objective — not everybody
likes them, but they are able to be measured
scientifically. The one that Mr Guy now has on his desk
is a run-of-the-mill wind farm application with three
turbines. There have been many others like it.
I refer back to Mr Davis’s claim that the planning
system in Victoria must be beyond reproach and, using
his words, no-one should be able to manipulate the
system. To use my words, no-one should be able to
play politics with any particular application that
someone thought had a highly politically charged
nature to it. We can see that the act is written to allow
the minister to manipulate at least one aspect of the
process — that is, to pull in matters that went from one
responsible authority to VCAT to himself, and I have
not heard anybody suggest that VCAT is under political
influence.
The other comparison between the Windsor Hotel
matter and the Chepstowe wind farm case — and I will
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keep referring to it because no doubt it is going to be
our next politically charged planning discussion in
Victoria — is that Mr Madden appointed an advisory
committee up-front to look at the planning issues, and
inevitably that report was going to be published with at
least some interest. I was going to say interest from a
disinterested party, but the Ombudsman’s report points
out that at least one of the so-called panel members had
at least a not incomplete lack of interest in the matter.
Three individuals at arm’s length to government were
selected. No-one is suggesting that Justin Jarvis, who
was the chief of staff to a former Minister for Planning,
was giving them their riding orders. They looked at the
planning matters and at the proposed development and
said, ‘Here is our suggestion’. Ultimately that report
became public and went alongside the departmental
advice, and the minister made his decision.
When I asked Mr Guy yesterday what process we were
going to go through with the Chepstowe case and
whether there would be opportunities for input or
otherwise, he was not able to answer or he was
unwilling to give me that clear path to a decision. I am
guessing that it will end up in the same basket as
Mr Madden’s decision on the Windsor Hotel and
everything else. It is just a guy sitting in his office late
at night signing off on a ministerial briefing note which
says, ‘Yes, I approve that’. Again, the provisions in the
Planning and Environment Act 1987, as they are, do
not provide many opportunities to appeal that decision,
which in any case was not appealed. Except under the
most extreme example of a complete miscarriage of
law, you cannot appeal a merits-based decision to
approve or otherwise a planning permit.
Inevitably that opens up the opportunity not only to
charge but also a politically based decision. There is no
question that these are strong political matters, whether
it comes to heritage buildings, wind farms, coastal
developments or the application of floodways. What
seatbelts and airbags can we put into the Planning and
Environment Act 1987 to keep the politics out of it as
much as possible? What I am saying is that on any
reading of the act, as it now stands, there are virtually
none. So much for that.
A number of other matters fall into the government’s
in-tray as a result of this report. I will discuss them in
no particular order. I have said many words in this
place on the issue of the responsibility of advisers to
ministers. We learnt through this report that there is a
code of conduct for ministerial advisers, but it is not an
official code of conduct created through the Public
Sector Management and Employment Act 1998. In fact
that act says that ministerial advisers are employed
under the act but that none of the act applies to them.
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We read in the Ombudsman’s report that a code of
conduct was created for ministerial advisers which
simply told them to refer to the code of conduct created
for public servants, yet the act says that code of conduct
does not apply to them in an enforceable sense. This is
apart from the fact that the minister working above
them does not have a code of conduct. If there is no
code of conduct for the minister, how can there be one
for the adviser? I would have thought it was the job of
the adviser to make sure the minister considered that as
well.
The reason a code of conduct becomes more than just a
good idea is that the government is proposing — and
government members will no doubt respond to some of
the things I have said — an independent commission
against corruption (ICAC). What will the powers of the
ICAC be? We do not know yet because we have not
seen the legislation proposed for Victoria, but the New
South Wales ICAC can investigate any matter where it
is believed that there has been a breach of the law or an
applicable code of conduct — and some legal questions
have been raised about what is an applicable code of
conduct in the New South Wales jurisdiction. Without
those codes of conduct, the ICAC would not have a
yardstick against which to measure someone’s conduct,
and in some instances it would not have the power to
look. A legally enforceable code of conduct for advisers
is essential for ICAC to be able to do its job. We need
one for ministers as well, and I would like to hear from
the government as soon as possible whether it intends
to do that.
In this case the investigations were carried out by the
Ombudsman, who has a different set of powers from
those ICAC would have. The Ombudsman’s powers
were disputed by the previous Attorney-General, Rob
Hulls, who said the Ombudsman did not have the
power to investigate ministers — —
Hon. D. M. Davis interjected.
Mr BARBER — It is in much more detail in the
report and members should certainly read the
arguments going each way, but the former
Attorney-General argued that the Ombudsman did not
have the power to investigate ministers, their decisions
and their conduct. If that is the case, I ask the
government: will it amend the Ombudsman Act? Or
will it bring in this essential new mechanism through an
independent commission against corruption?
This was not the first time that the then
Attorney-General had attempted to obstruct a
parliamentary committee in the carrying out of its
proper functions; he did it on a number of occasions.

OMBUDSMAN: REPORTS
176

COUNCIL

He continually obstructed the process of this house
when it sought documents that were essential for its
work, and now we see that he argued that the
Ombudsman’s office did not have the power to carry
out the investigation given to it by the parliamentary
committee.
Members would know my view on that. My argument
is that the Ombudsman cannot have more powers than
the Parliament — the stream cannot rise above its
source — and for that reason I would always maintain
that it was the parliamentary committee that should
have been running the investigation and that we were
not going to get any more cooperation from the
government as a result of sending the inquiry to the
Ombudsman. However, in this case committee
members were forced to. Whether that was a political
decision or their own interpretation of what the law
stood for, we will never know.
When you are talking about an independent officer of
the Parliament, it is an incredibly serious matter that the
former Attorney-General attempted to do this in that
way. The only precedent I can think of is the famous
but long-ago instance — this would have been under
the Cain and Kirner governments — of a former
Speaker attempting to stop the tabling of an
Auditor-General’s report in Parliament, arguing that
the report was outside the scope of the then
Auditor-General’s powers. For those members not in
the know, that is the reason why the Audit Act 1994
now says that the Auditor-General can conduct
investigations into the efficiency and effectiveness of
government programs. The phrase ‘efficiency and
effectiveness’ was brought in to remove all legal
doubt that a report that was more than merely a
financial audit or a where-did-the-money-go audit —
that is, where the inquiry did not look at a policy but
at the efficiency and effectiveness of the
government’s delivery of that policy — would be
within the scope of the Auditor-General.
Regardless of the fact that the former
Attorney-General is no longer in that position, I think
we need more clarity around the Ombudsman’s
powers. Alternatively the government could bring in
its legislation for an ICAC posthaste. We cannot
have these sorts of matters falling between stools just
because the new government is fresh and shiny and
nobody believes that its members would get up to
any of these shenanigans. My job is to ensure that
independent officers of the Parliament are able to do
their jobs.
As I said, this chamber agreed to a no-confidence
motion regarding the former Minister for Planning,
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and the Greens supported that motion. The motion
was carried on the basis of the minister’s apparent
inability to articulate the basic elements of
ministerial responsibility. If the previous
Attorney-General, Rob Hulls, was attempting to slow
the Ombudsman in his tracks, that is up to him to
explain.
I note that in the Ombudsman’s report the then
Minister for Planning, Mr Madden is reported as
having wanted some advance warning of what the
Ombudsman was going to ask him. If he had been
given that, he would have been the only person in
history to get it. Think of the phrase, ‘No-one expects
the Spanish Inquisition’. In this case the minister was
asking for a memo as to what the Spanish Inquisition
was going to ask him about while arguing about
whether the Spanish Inquisition even had the powers
to ask him those questions. In my view that indicates a
lack of respect for the independent officers of the
Parliament from both former ministers Madden and
Hulls.
This maps rather neatly across to the other
Ombudsman’s report, in relation to the Hume council.
It is also about someone with a more than dispassionate
interest in a particular planning matter who may have
given or attempted to give the impression that he was
able to influence the outcome of a planning permit. It is
not too different in that way. The point is he was not
able to. The Ombudsman found that, whatever he might
have tried to do, the councillor was not able to influence
that planning permit because 90 per cent of all planning
permits at the local government level are ticked off by
officers, and the Ombudsman certainly grilled the
officer about whether he had been influenced in any
way. In a way that shows both the weakness and the
strength of the current rules around how planning
permits are operating, and highlights the need for strong
rules in that area.
In relation to that report the only reason we are reading
about that particular matter is that it was reported under
the Whistleblowers Protection Act 2001 and therefore
became a matter for the Ombudsman, whereas if it had
been a complaint to the municipal inspector, who has
similar powers to enforce some sections of the Local
Government Act 1989, we would never have known
about it. I have talked about this many times in the
chamber. The government, the then opposition, was not
averse to sending matters off to the municipal
inspector — for example, in the case of the Colac
Otway shire. We never got to close the loop on the
Colac Otway report because the government was not
going to release it, and it was only because it was
released to one of the protagonists, the shire itself,
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which then released some parts of it, that we got to find
out that that council had been completely exonerated.
Not only had it been exonerated, but the only
wrongdoing that was found was that the person must
have leaked to the Liberal member about what they
reckoned was going on. It was that leak of confidential
information that was a breach of the law, if there was
any.
We cannot have confidence in the way local
government is administering the planning permit
system if the vast majority of complaints about that,
whether they be resolved in the negative or positive, go
through the municipal inspector and we never see those
reports. It will be only the odd one that goes under the
whistleblower act that comes out via the Ombudsman
and gets tabled in Parliament. That is my extra
challenge to the government: how will it deal with the
powers of the municipal inspector and how will it make
public the work of the municipal inspector?
I remind the government that in opposition it frequently
tried to make the Minister for Planning accountable for
local government administration of the planning
system, including in the case of Brimbank. The then
coalition opposition would come in here and say to the
Minister for Planning, ‘Hey, something bad has
happened out in this council in the way it issued a
planning permit, and we want to ask you questions
about it in this chamber’. It comes back to the Minister
for Planning, following that logic — that the integrity
of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 as
administered by local government is something that the
Minister for Planning needs to make some reforms to.
The way to do that, as a bare minimum, is to ensure that
those municipal inspector reports come out through
some kind of public process. How many complaints to
the municipal inspector have there been in recent years?
How many of them were resolved in the negative?
What were the suggested breaches? We know there
have been very few prosecutions of local councillors
over the years, and that is a good thing; that says local
government is generally clean. But we also know that
they are hard to prosecute. I do not want to have to
come in here and ask the Minister for Planning about a
matter to do with a local council’s conduct under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987. The Minister for
Planning has a stake in ensuring that the current
Minister for Local Government fixes up the municipal
inspectorate and its powers and transparency and does
not just run it as her personal Stasi, the way her
predecessor, the member for Richmond in the other
place, Dick Wynne, could have potentially done.
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Finally, in decisions like this there is the unresolved
question that has been brought to bear on councillors on
many occasions — that is, the apprehension of bias in
decision making. In the famous so-called Winky Pop
decision a councillor who had taken a strong view on a
particular planning scheme amendment prior to being a
councillor was later found to be too biased to make a
decision on it. That case has been waved around at
councillors all over the place. There may come a time
when a minister for planning or someone else who has
made strong statements on a particular matter finds the
same argument pushed at them. In any case, more
transparency, less discretion and less looseness in
planning rules would remove that charge in addition to
all the other ones.
I know government members are feeling pretty pleased
with themselves for getting elected, and they are
slapping themselves on the back. I have not seen any
antics along the lines of that footy club in Hong Kong
yet, but with the amount of self-congratulation that has
been going on this week they are acting a bit like
people who have won the grand final and are going on
a three-month party. I do not know how that helps them
govern. That is why — and I hope they do not take any
offence at this — I will be coming in here quite
regularly and providing them with a bit of advice on
how they should be running the government. I would
not want them to think I am letting Justin Madden off
the hook — no-one would accuse me of that — but I
am saying that this report puts up some huge challenges
to this government, and the necessary reforms are a lot
greater than just the administrative-level suggestions
the Ombudsman has been able to make under his
powers. Government members should be thinking
about what this means for them.
Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for Planning) — I wish
to make a couple of remarks about some of the
Ombudsman’s reports today. It is no surprise that I
wish to make some brief remarks about the Hotel
Windsor report that has been delivered today. I have to
say that that was an interesting contribution by
Mr Barber; I listened to it with intent. However, I must
say that the only people I remember seeing slapping
each other on the back were the Greens before the last
state election. Maybe they should wait for an outcome
before they go around slapping themselves on the back.
The Windsor report as presented by the Ombudsman
today is, as has previously been stated, a damning
indictment of the operation of the previous government.
More importantly — and I cannot emphasise this
enough — it is my view that the inquiry, the report and
the material contained in it are an absolute vindication
of what particularly the Liberal Party and The Nationals
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were saying around this time last year, about the
necessity for this issue to be properly investigated and
that if there was nothing to fear, there was nothing to
hide. More importantly, what we had said and believed
all along was that there were staff members who were
being used as scapegoats. One in particular,
Ms Duke — who was roundly blamed for this entire
issue by her previous ministerial boss, Justin
Madden — should have been able to give evidence
freely and frankly to a parliamentary inquiry about
what had occurred in the lead-up to the preparation of a
media plan, which included material outlining a fake
period of consultation, a sham period of consultation,
which had a predetermined outcome for a very large
investment in central Melbourne.
The parliamentary inquiry simply sought to ascertain
the truth behind the media plan which had been
inadvertently sent to the ABC. As I said, the committee
simply sought to have a conversation with the people
who were on the receiving end of the email and the
people who drafted and sent the email. I did not believe
at all — and I still do not believe today — that it was
improper, as was suggested by the then
Attorney-General, Rob Hulls, to ask those people to
come before the committee and give evidence as to the
preparation of that media plan, because this whole
report is centred around that media plan and the
material contained in it.
What I remember, and I am sure other members of this
chamber remember this from the time, is the constant
interference we faced from the then Attorney-General,
Mr Hulls, who is now Labor’s deputy leader — should
there be a change of government in 2014, he will be the
Deputy Premier again. What we faced back then was a
constant series of blockages and attempts to bully,
intimidate and stymie the operation of the committee.
Ms Tierney — Acting President, I wish to draw
your attention to the state of the house.

Thursday, 10 February 2011

I would also note, as has been mentioned by Mr Davis,
that at point 17 of the Ombudsman’s report it says very
clearly:
two senior departmental officers gave evidence that at a
meeting on 17 February 2010 with Mr Madden, Mr Justin
Jarvis, Mr Madden’s then chief of staff, raised the idea of
using a public consultation process and the resulting negative
feedback to refuse the Hotel Windsor project.

According to the report presented to the Ombudsman
the evidence says very clearly that the minister was in
the room when the plot was hatched to sham the
consultation phase — and indeed to sham the outcome.
Hence the discussion and the debate and then the
committee inquiry that this chamber launched last year
which the then Labor government sought to block by
every means possible. We simply sought to ascertain
that key point: whether the minister had any knowledge
at a ministerial level in relation to the manipulation of a
process that had yet to eventuate. Clearly that was a fact
that should and could have been investigated had the
then government decided to participate in the inquiry; it
chose not to.
As Mr Barber said, at the end of the day this report
raises serious issues of probity. There are issues in
relation to the planning system around how probity is
best managed, and this report has come up with a
number of recommendations. The government has
stated that it believes what is contained in this report —
although members of the government have only had it
for a few hours — is exceedingly serious and a lot of
those recommendations require an all-of-government
reply, not just a reply from the planning portfolio. The
Premier will have more to say about that in the coming
weeks.
As Mr Barber said, today the planning minister legally
has a broad-ranging power in the way that the planning
system is administered. That is the case. A good
process should be able to ensure that that probity can be
adhered to.

Quorum formed.
Hon. M. J. GUY — As I was saying, the most
important aspect of what the Liberal and National
parties sought last year was a simple answer, a simple
explanation in answer to those questions about the
drafting of that media plan, and the opportunity to put
those questions to the people who had had a part in
drafting it. I simply say that to me the Ombudsman’s
report clearly vindicates the coalition’s view on the
necessity and ability for that to have taken place.

One of the other points that will assist with the planning
scheme operating in a more transparent manner and
with greater strength will be the establishment of the
independent, broadbased anticorruption commission.
That is what the Liberal and National parties have
argued for and will implement in government. It is not a
policy that is taken lightly. We even have a minister
who is responsible for the implementation of that
pledge.
In conclusion, I simply say that this report is a damning
indictment of the operation of the previous government.
It has outlined a culture within the previous government
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that was contemptuous of many processes and sought
to find a political outcome first and a public policy
outcome second. When you run a government that is
absolutely and utterly addicted to spin and absolutely
and utterly addicted to a political outcome on every
decision, as opposed to one based solely on good
governance, then you will end up having scandals such
as the Windsor fiasco, which is why we saw that occur
in the manner it did. I conclude my remarks with that
observation.
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I rise this afternoon to make a few
remarks on the report entitled Ombudsman’s
Investigation into the Probity of The Hotel Windsor
Redevelopment. I do so not in order to go for a wander
through the portfolio of my colleague the Minister for
Planning — because I have every confidence, as does
the government, that he will address the matters that
have been brought to light by this report with respect to
the planning portfolio — but as the former chairman of
the Standing Committee on Finance and Public
Administration, which ultimately referred this matter to
the Ombudsman last year. I wish to make a few
remarks in that context.
As members of the house are aware, in February of last
year the standing committee resolved to undertake an
inquiry into what became known as ‘the Windsor Hotel
affair’ following various revelations in the media as to
the government’s approach to that planning matter.
Throughout the course of the inquiry, which took place
largely in the first half of last year, that committee, as
was reported to the house on a number of occasions,
was stymied at every turn, generally by the then
Attorney-General seeking to intervene in, interfere with
and obstruct the operations of the committee.
Notwithstanding the fact that the powers of the
committee under the standing orders of this place were
very clearly established in respect of the capacity to call
for people and papers and take evidence at public
hearings, time and again throughout that process the
Attorney-General intervened to direct witnesses not to
appear to give evidence and to restrict the committee’s
access to documents that were relevant to the inquiry. It
was only after an extended period of interruption and
interference by the then Attorney-General, the member
for Niddrie, that the committee resolved to refer this
matter to the Ombudsman. The report the house has
received today is the product of the Ombudsman’s
work on that matter.
As I indicated, I am not seeking to wander through the
planning portfolio this afternoon in considering this
report. What is of interest to me in the work that the
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Ombudsman has produced is the window it has opened
on the culture that existed within the previous
government. It was very evident to those of us who
served on that committee last year, and indeed to
members of the Legislative Council, that there was a
corrosive culture within that government. As Mr Guy
said in his concluding remarks, the former government
had descended to a point where it was contemptuous of
process, where its sole objective was to remain in
government and it was happy to do anything to ensure
that that outcome was achieved. We saw that most
notably with the original issue that gave rise to the
inquiry and with the then Attorney-General’s
subsequent attempts to interfere with and obstruct the
committee’s consideration of the matter so as to avoid
public scrutiny. What we did not know until today was
the extent to which the former government continued
that obstruction when it came to dealing with the
Ombudsman’s inquiry.
In his report the Ombudsman has recounted at
considerable length and included in a number of
appendices correspondence between the Office of the
Ombudsman and the then Attorney-General on behalf
of the government which shows that the then
Attorney-General, the member for Niddrie, was as
arrogant in his dealings with the Ombudsman as he was
with the then committee of the Legislative Council. The
attempts to obstruct the operation of the Ombudsman’s
inquiry were just extraordinary. We are talking about an
independent officer of the Parliament with very clear
powers under the Ombudsman Act to undertake the
type of investigation the committee referred to the
Ombudsman under section 16 of the act, yet the
government, through the then Attorney-General, was
quite happy to put roadblocks in the path of the
Ombudsman, to dispute the Ombudsman’s jurisdiction
to even look at the matter and to make unreasonable
demands of the Ombudsman — even proposing that the
Ombudsman attend meetings with the solicitor-general
at a time and place dictated by the Attorney-General. It
was extraordinary behaviour on the part of the then
Attorney-General and really highlighted the culture that
then existed within the government.
The Ombudsman’s report recounts a number of emails
that were exchanged between predominantly ministerial
staff in either the then Minister for Planning’s office or
the then Premier’s office and the Premier’s media unit.
The excerpts from those emails highlight the type of
culture that existed in the previous government in terms
of the attitude to public scrutiny and the attitude to the
functions of those offices within government. I do not
intend to go through those this afternoon other than to
say to the house that they highlight the type of culture
that existed in the previous government that became
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evident to the standing committee and indeed is further
highlighted by the Ombudsman’s report this afternoon.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mrs PEULICH
(South Eastern Metropolitan).

This report, as Mr Barber says, raises issues for the new
government in terms of how it will conduct its affairs
going forward. As the Minister for Planning has
highlighted, the Premier will no doubt have more to say
on this matter. The government has previously
undertaken to establish an independent, broadbased
commission against corruption, which we expect will
address a number of the issues that are highlighted by
this report. The report serves as a warning as to the type
of culture that Labor allowed to permeate its
government in the last years and highlights why the
decision of the Victorian electorate last November was
a sound one. It is very clear from this report that
Victoria is better off without the former Labor
government.

Debate adjourned until later this day.

Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) — I
rise to comment on the Ombudsman’s investigation
into the probity of the Hotel Windsor redevelopment.
What interesting reading it makes for brand-new
members in this chamber, and what an interesting
window it is into the previous government!
I looked at the report and the executive summary from
the Ombudsman, particularly pages 10 and 11. As I
read the report I thought I was reading a report card on
the previous government. I saw words like ‘confusion’,
‘failure’, ‘inadequate accountability and transparency’
and ‘poor management’ and the line that says:
Mr Madden claims to have had no knowledge of the
existence of media plans …

I wonder if this is symptomatic of the previous
government in general. I wonder if poor management,
inadequate accountability, lack of transparency and a
lack of knowledge sums up its track record. Like a
ruckman, the former planning minister sought to tap the
ball to a staffer to take responsibility for his actions.
Frankly, as a new member of this chamber it seems like
an indictment of the previous government.
Is it not a good thing that the house of straw fell down
on 27 November 2010? The Baillieu government was
elected to power, and with that came a very competent,
very experienced, very intelligent planning minister —
a planning minister who will oversee the planning
system in Victoria and restore some sense to it. New
members in this chamber are looking forward to fixing
up 11 years of waste and mismanagement in this state.
We are looking forward to delivering on our promises,
and we condemn the previous government for the
situation described in this damning report.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STANDING
COMMITTEES
Departmental allocations
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health):
That departments (including agencies and public entities
within those departments) be allocated to Council standing
committees as follows:
(1) Standing Committee on the Economy and
Infrastructure —
Department of Business and Innovation
Department of Primary Industries
Department of Transport
Department of Treasury and Finance
(2) Standing Committee on the Environment and
Planning —
Department of Premier and Cabinet
Department of Planning and Community Development
Department of Sustainability and Environment
(3) Standing Committee on Legal and Social Issues —
Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development
Department of Health
Department of Human Services
Department of Justice

And Mr VINEY’s amendment:
That after ‘Department of Justice’ insert —
‘and that, notwithstanding standing order 23.02(4)(b) the
reference committee of each standing committee may inquire
into any proposal, matter or thing that is relevant to the
respective departments allocated to the standing committee
which is —
(a) referred to it by resolution of the Council; or
(b) determined by the reference committees.

The PRESIDENT — We are returning to the
motion moved by Mr David Davis in respect of the
allocation of the various departments to the committees.
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As members will know, Mr Viney sought to move an
amendment to that proposal which was subject to a
point of order raised by Mr Rich-Phillips. Subsequent
comments were made in respect of that point of order,
including a point made by Mr Davis. I have given this
matter some consideration, as I said I would do, and
upon reflection I find that Mr Davis’s point is the most
persuasive to me in the context of the matter raised.
This motion is fairly clear and narrow; it deals simply
with the allocation of departments to the various
committees. In my view Mr Viney’s amendment seeks
to expand the motion in a way that I think would be
better prosecuted by a separate motion that would seek
to amend the standing orders. In my view Mr Davis’s
point about the fact that this amendment in effect
addresses standing orders issues is relevant.
Notwithstanding that the amendment might well have
met some other criteria under the standing orders, I
believe it is expanding this motion further than it ought
to do.
I have given some consideration to previous rulings and
to other matters, and certainly the most relevant of
those was probably by former President Bruce
Chamberlain. He ruled on 8 March 1995 that:
It is fundamental to the conduct of any debate that any
amendment which is proposed must be relevant to the subject
matter of that debate.

The amendment passes that test in part; however, the
ruling that Mr Chamberlain gave on that occasion also
states that:
… no amendment should be used for importing arguments
which would be irrelevant to the main question.

In my view the main question is the allocation of the
departments to the committees. The other matters are
more about the conduct of the committee itself and how
it is to go about its business, therefore I rule that the
amendment is out of order. I do not need to make the
suggestion, but it might well be that the proposal
contained in Mr Viney’s amendment might be
proceeded with in another form by means of a motion
moved in the house.
Mr Viney had the call at the time of the debate being
adjourned, after he had moved his amendment, but I
accept that he may have some other remarks to make
about the motion itself.
Mr VINEY (Eastern Victoria) — I respect and
understand your ruling, President, but I am
disappointed that the government chose to take a point
of order to have the proposed amendment thrown out. I
merely say this: the establishment of these committees
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is part of the proper process of scrutiny and
accountability of a government in this place. It is a
principle that the Labor Party has always honoured and
adhered to. I interpret the standing orders a little
differently, but if it were the case that these
committees — particularly the reference committee —
can only inquire into matters referred to it by this house
when the government of the day has 21 out of
40 members in this place, I fail to see how the proper
process of accountability and scrutiny will be adhered
to.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I have been listening
to Mr Viney’s contribution to the debate. I would have
to say that he is questioning my ruling, and the ruling
has been made. I have invited Mr Viney to complete his
contribution not by continuing with debate on that
amendment but rather by speaking about the
substantive motion. The amendment has foundered
because I have ruled that it is outside the scope of the
motion before the house, and I do not need a
commentary on that. I would suggest that that
commentary borders on objection to my ruling.
Mr VINEY — I want to clarify absolutely that I in
no way question your ruling, and I completely accept it.
In fact I made that comment as soon as I started
speaking. I am trying to make some points in relation to
the role of these committees in reviewing the operation
of government. The motion before the chair, which the
opposition will not oppose, puts in place the machinery
through which that process of accountability can be
conducted by these committees.
My comment is in relation to questioning how these
committees can properly conduct an inquiry if they are
to rely on a government of the day with 21 out of
40 members making a reference to them. I indicate to
you, President, and the house that I will pursue this
matter in a different form. I completely accept your
ruling, but nevertheless the point that I am making
relates to how this house through these committees can
undertake proper scrutiny of government when it
requires a reference from a majority of members in this
house. The government of the day has 21 members in
this house, and therefore the house is dependent on the
government making a decision to refer something to a
committee.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I bring Mr Viney back
to what is relevant to this motion. Mr Viney and I are
perhaps at odds on what is relevant to this motion, but
as I have indicated in my ruling, this motion is a very
narrow motion. Mr Viney is continuing to canvass
material that was part of his amendment. His
contribution might very well have been relevant to the
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amendment were that to have been proceeded with, but
it has not been. Therefore, having made that point to the
extent that it has any contingency as to how the house
might vote on Mr Davis’s motion, and since that has
already been put on the record, I do not think we need
to labour it. I regard that as covering ground I have
already ruled on, and therefore it is irrelevant to the
motion before the Chair. I ask Mr Viney to come back
to the motion, since the points he has made in the last
few moments have already been made earlier in his
contribution and they are on the record, and he ought to
be satisfied with that.
Mr VINEY — I have nothing further.
Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) — I am
happy to support the motion by Mr Davis to allocate
departments to the three standing committees of the
Legislative Council established late last year and
incorporated into the standing orders. They are the
Standing Committee on the Economy and
Infrastructure, the Standing Committee on the
Environment and Planning and the Standing Committee
on Legal and Social Issues.
In Final Report on the Establishment of New Standing
Committees for the Legislative Council of May 2010,
appendix B contained the recommended changes to the
standing orders that were subsequently incorporated
into the standing orders to establish those committees.
Appendix B states at paragraph 6:
References concerning departments and agencies shall be
allocated to the committees in accordance with a resolution of
the Council allocating departments and agencies to the
committees.

That is exactly what we are doing now.
Appendix A of the report outlined the departments that
the Standing Orders Committee, in its deliberations on
the establishment of these committees, recommended
as being appropriate for allocation to the committees.
Those exactly mirror the departments that are outlined
in the motion moved by Mr Davis.
In that respect what we are actually doing now is
following the process outlined by the Standing Orders
Committee to allocate those departments. In terms of
the reference function of the committees, which is to
look into matters of public interest, there needs to be
some guidance as to what matters of public interest the
particular committees are going to look into. That was
the matter the Standing Orders Committee turned its
mind to, and it came up with the idea of allocating
departments so that it would be clear which committees
should be looking at particular issues.
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In that respect I have no issue at all with the
departments allocated to the committees as proposed in
the motion. An amendment, which effectively was to
provide the committees with reference powers, was
proposed by Mr Viney, and the President has ruled that
the amendment is out of order because it seeks to
expand the motion before the house.
I refer members to the report by the Standing Orders
Committee, particularly paragraphs 27 and 28 under the
heading, ‘Source and scope of standing committee
inquiries’. In part, paragraph 27 states:
As noted earlier in this report, the standing committee system
established in the Australian Senate permits each legislation
committee to scrutinise bills, draft bills, estimates, annual
reports and the performance of departments and agencies.
These committees have the additional capacity to
self-reference inquiries in relation to any matter relevant to
their subject areas that emanates from annual reports or
departmental/agency performance.

The report goes on in paragraph 28 to say in part:
The committee recommends that the Council’s proposed
three legislation committees function similarly to their Senate
equivalents, and that they be provided with the same type of
self-referencing powers (for annual reports and
departmental/agency performance only).

Members may wish to consider what I say, but I
understand from looking elsewhere in the report and
listening to what members of the committee said when
presenting the report to Parliament last year that the
intention is that the committees will operate —
certainly in the first instance, although they may evolve
as time goes on — in the way the Senate committees
operate. To that extent, that was the intention of the
Standing Orders Committee and that was the intention
of the debate. To that effect, the Senate committees
have that referencing power; they have the power to
make a reference — to be self-referencing — in relation
to government departments and agencies allocated to
them.
I would understand that to mean that once those
departments and agencies are allocated to the
committees they actually do have that self-referencing
power, because that was the intention of the Standing
Orders Committee report on the establishment of those
committees. That was the agreement of all parties in the
Standing Orders Committee and that is a
recommendation of the report.
During the presentation of that report to Parliament it
was very clearly stated to the Council that these
committees in their initial stages would operate
according to the procedures followed by the Senate
committees. I would understand that to mean that, once
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they have those departments and agencies allocated to
them, the committees should be able to self-reference
with respect to the annual reports and activities of those
departments and agencies. I suggest that the
amendment Mr Viney attempted to move is not needed
and that the ability of the committees to self-reference
is inherent, basically, in the way they were set up by the
Council and established under the standing orders in the
last Parliament. I would suggest that is how they should
operate.
The whole idea behind my initial reference to the
Standing Orders Committee in September 2008 to
investigate the establishment of Legislative Council
standing committees was that we should actually bring
the Legislative Council of the Victorian Parliament into
the 21st century by making it comparable to the
Australian Senate and the upper house committee
systems that exist in New South Wales and Western
Australia, which have longstanding upper house
committee systems. Members may recall that, as I said
during that debate, when we visited the Australian
Senate and the New South Wales upper house all
parties that participated in those committees were very
supportive of them — the opposition, the Greens, the
Independents and the government. All parties were
supportive of the legislative and reference functions of
their upper house committees and all were supportive
of the fact that in all cases there was an upper house
committee structure and a lower house committee
structure for the House of Representatives or
Legislative Assembly, as the case may be, and that
there were very few joint committees.
It looks as if the joint committee structure that exists at
the moment in the Victorian Parliament is going to be
continued. That is an issue that the government should
reconsider, particularly in the medium to long term,
because if we are going to be similar to the other
parliaments of Australia and have separate committee
structures, as they do in every other Parliament, that is
what we should be looking to. We should not be
mirroring joint committee structures when we already
have established standing committees in the Legislative
Council. We should be moving towards the system they
have in the other states and in the Australian Senate,
where there are separate upper and lower house
committee structures. If members would like to look
again at the report, they will notice that joint
committees exist in the other houses of Parliament
around Australia mainly to oversee the operations of
independent officers of the Parliament, such as the
Ombudsman, the Auditor-General, the Electoral
Commissioner or any of the other independent officers.
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Around the country those are the functions of joint
committees, and in other respects and other parliaments
they have basically been done away with. I would urge
the government to look at strengthening and supporting
the upper house committee structure that we have here;
it is based on the committee structure of the Australian
Senate, which has a long history that we can emulate.
As I mentioned earlier today in my statement on
committees, perhaps it would be a good idea to invite
the Clerk of the Senate down to the Victorian
Legislative Council to host a day of education here for
new members of the established upper house
committees to help them understand how committees
operate in the Australian Senate. This could help
members of our new committees get off to a good start
in terms of their understanding of the legislative and
reference functions — how they work in the Senate and
how we can emulate that for the good of the people of
Victoria. It was for the good of the people of Victoria
that committees were established in the first place.
I have perhaps ranged a little too far beyond the
narrowness of Mr David Davis’s motion, but I think all
of the things I have mentioned are interconnected and
relevant to what the motion seeks to do, which is to
allocate particular departments to the Council standing
committees as well as cover the range of government
departments and agencies that exist and make sure that
all of those are somehow attached to one of these
committees, so that the breadth of government agencies
and departments is covered by the committees.
I would urge the government to think about the future
of the committee structure of the Victorian Parliament
and head us in the direction of the Australian Senate
and the other major parliaments of Australia that no
longer have joint committees and have separate upper
and lower house structures.
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I rise to make a few brief remarks on
Mr David Davis’s motion regarding the allocation of
departments to the Legislative Council standing
committees. In his motion Mr Davis proposed that the
Department of Business and Innovation, the
Department of Primary Industries, the Department of
Transport and the Department of Treasury and Finance
be allocated to the Standing Committee on the
Economy and Infrastructure; that the Department of
Premier and Cabinet, the Department of Planning and
Community Development and the Department of
Sustainability and Environment be allocated to the
Standing Committee on Environment and Planning;
and that the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development, the Department of Health, the
Department of Human Services and the Department of
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Justice be allocated to the Standing Committee on
Legal and Social Issues.
On the face of it that seems to be a logical allocation of
departments across the three portfolio or theme areas
that the Legislative Council has elected to establish its
committee structure around. That, of course, was a
matter of compromise that the Legislative Council had
to determine last year — the nature of the reference and
the legislation committees it would establish. The
decision was taken to have three broad themes as the
basis of the committee structure, and I believe the
allocations Mr Davis is proposing to make by way of
his motion this afternoon are appropriate, given the
interests in the particular areas.
I would like to touch upon one of the matters raised by
Ms Pennicuik in her comments earlier. I do this from
the position not of somebody who was a member of the
Standing Orders Committee in the previous Parliament
but of someone who voted for the standing orders put in
place at the end of the previous Parliament. What is
notable about the standing orders the council now
operates under is that all parties represented in this
chamber in this 57th Parliament were represented in
those discussions of the Standing Orders Committee
and indeed supported the adoption of the current
standing orders at the end of the last Parliament.
It is important to put on the record the point that these
standing orders were ultimately the consensus standing
orders across all parties. Various parties would have
liked to have seen some matters done differently in the
standing orders adopted at the end of the last
Parliament, but what we have is what all parties in this
place agreed to in October. Ms Pennicuik made
reference — —
Mrs Kronberg — On a point of order, President, I
would like to bring to your attention the fact that the
house is devoid of any presence or representation on the
part of the Labor Party.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Finn) — Order!
I accept the point, but I am afraid there is no point of
order.
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS — I thank
Mrs Kronberg for bringing the house’s attention to the
fact that there is no member of the opposition in the
Legislative Council at 3.50 on a Thursday afternoon. I
think it reflects on the commitment of the opposition to
this place.
Ms Pennicuik interjected.
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Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS — Ms Pennicuik is
here representing the Greens; I do not know if she
classes herself as a member of the official opposition,
but it is a very good point Mrs Kronberg makes — that
there is no-one from the opposition in the chamber this
afternoon.
The point I was about to make before Mrs Kronberg
brought the house’s attention to the absence of the
opposition is about Ms Pennicuik’s view that once the
committees receive their allocation of departments the
committees are in effect self-referencing. I have to say,
as a person who was not party to the discussions of the
Standing Orders Committee but who obviously
followed the debate in the Legislative Council proper, I
believe that is probably a broader interpretation of the
standing orders than I would make. Interestingly it
would seem that the opposition’s view is also different
to Ms Pennicuik’s; otherwise the opposition would not
have sought to bring forward Mr Viney’s amendment
this afternoon. While I hear, therefore, the view
Ms Pennicuik has expressed, I do not know that it is
necessarily reflected in the views of other members of
this place. No doubt we will have the opportunity to
consider that debate if and when the opposition brings
forward its proposed amendment to standing orders,
which would require opposition members to come back
to the chamber at some point.
In conclusion, the motion before the house this
afternoon — which is, narrowly, the allocation of
departments within the standing committees structure
put in place by the previous Parliament — is
appropriate, given the three-party, three-area division. I
commend Mr Davis’s motion to the house.
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) — I am
pleased to rise to contribute to the debate on the motion
before the house, and I would like to make a couple of
brief points on it. Principally I pick up on a point made
by Mr Rich-Phillips — that these standing orders came
about as a result of agreement among the parties of the
Legislative Council. It would appear that one of those
parties is not happy with the arrangements reached
before the previous election. I put it to the house that at
the time those arrangements were agreed upon the
outcome of the election was unknown, and what was
arrived at was the best and fairest situation, given that
that was before the election. It is revealing that the
opposition wishes to change the goalposts after the
event.
What is also revealing is that for a large part of this
debate no member of the opposition has bothered to be
in the chamber. Opposition members have made a big
song and dance about the issue, but they are all too busy
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to be here while the debate is taking place. They are too
busy, or do not care or are not interested, but this is an
important debate about how this chamber will operate
over the next four years. It is an important
consideration, but the opposition does not care, as
demonstrated by the fact that no opposition member has
been in this chamber for a significant part of this
debate.
That is regrettable. If this chamber is to operate in an
effective fashion, we need the input of all the political
parties and all the members within the chamber.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — We tried to have a debate,
and we got shut down.
Mr O’DONOHUE — Mr Pakula now wishes to
contribute to the debate and to have a say, but like all
his colleagues he was not here for a large part of the
debate. Perhaps members of the opposition do not like
it when they do not get their own way, and that is why
they all spat the dummy, threw a tantrum and left! The
reality is that this is an important debate. It is most
regrettable that members of the opposition have taken
this attitude today. I hope this is not symbolic of their
attitude to debates in this place as we move forward.
In her contribution to the debate Ms Pennicuik made
some valid points for consideration, but again I go back
to the point made by Mr Rich-Phillips, that what is
before the house was agreed to prior to the election and
it is important that we all act in good faith in these
deliberations.
I endorse the comments of Mr David Davis, the Leader
of the Government, Mr Rich-Phillips and other
speakers on this government motion.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — This
has been a very instructive debate. At the first hurdle
Mr Viney sought to trash the agreement from the last
Parliament. The Standing Orders Committee in general
worked collaboratively and, as I said in the earlier
discussion on Ms Pennicuik’s motion, it looked at
standing orders. We looked at standing orders across
the country, we looked at alternatives, we looked at best
practice and we settled on a model. Our model was
largely the Senate model, and that was the guide for the
general framework — the joint references, the joint
legislation arrangement, the ability of the committees to
do the work required and the specialisation of the
committees.
It is true to say that we did not all get exactly what we
wanted. There was compromise on each side, and an
arrangement was come to between the government, the
Greens and the then opposition. At that time none of us
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knew what the electoral result would be. We did not
know whether we would be in government or in
opposition; we did not know what the numbers in the
chamber would be. We came to this arrangement where
the community’s interests could be represented strongly
on these committees, where the community’s ability to
have its messages come through would occur and
where the committees would be able to do their work in
a fair and reasonable way. That was agreed to by all
parties.
In fact it is my strong recollection that Mr Lenders did
not want self-referencing committees; he wanted
committees that were referenced by the chamber. The
argument for self-referencing committees has been a
longstanding debate in this chamber. It could have seen
a number of different outcomes, but that was the
outcome that was achieved through negotiation and
through fair arrangements.
I have listened to some of the points made by other
speakers who argued that committees might be
self-referencing, and I think that is self-evidently not
true, given Mr Viney’s decision to move an amendment
that sought those powers. He has every right to seek to
do that, and I note the President’s ruling. He has every
right to seek to make those changes at a different point
in the process in this chamber, and that debate is fair;
but what I do not think he should be able to do is to try
to rewrite history. The fact is that the deal was done, the
arrangement was struck, the agreement was in and all
parties agreed to live by the consequences, come what
may, at election time.
The government has been very fair and honest in this
process. We have implemented the recommendations;
we have started the process of putting these committees
in place and giving them references. The matter of
organ donations is the first reference to one of those
committees, and there will no doubt be other references
in due course. Obviously the committees will have a
role that is parallel in some ways but different in other
ways to the joint committees, and this chamber has that
special review role. However, at the same time I cannot
pretend that I am other than disappointed that Mr Viney
has chosen to repudiate those arrangements at the very
first opportunity. He is entitled as an elected member to
put whatever arrangements he likes in the context of the
committees to the chamber, but he cannot at the same
time pretend — —
Mr Viney — How come you can discuss my
amendment when I could not?
Hon. D. M. DAVIS — That may be legitimate, and
if the President chooses to pull me up, so be it. I was
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discussing Mr Viney’s behaviour in the context of the
arrangements.
I am disappointed. We will no doubt hear more of this,
but the government will, in good faith, seek to stick by
the arrangements and ensure that those three
committees are able to do their very important work. I
have to say that it is disappointing that the opposition
has chosen at the very first opportunity to tear up the
deal.
Motion agreed to.

LEGAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES
REFERENCES COMMITTEE
Reference
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That this house requires the Legal and Social Issues
References Committee to inquire, consider and report on
options and mechanisms to increase organ donation in
Victoria including:
(1) the operation of existing legislative, procedural and
governance frameworks and policies, including in other
jurisdictions;
(2) assessment of available national and international
evidence on the effectiveness and efficacy of policies to
increase donation rates, including the operation of
various disclosure and consent arrangements such as
presumed consent;
(3) identification and assessment of various possible
mechanisms to increase organ donation in Victoria;
(4) an appropriate ethical framework for decision making,
procedures and safeguards regarding organ donation,
including the rights of prospective donors and family
members; and
(5) any other matters that should be considered in relation to
mechanisms to increase organ donation in Victoria;
and that the committee present its final report to Parliament
no later than 12 months after this reference is given to the
committee.

This is an important motion. Talking to both sides of
the chamber there seems to be broad agreement that this
reference deals with an important social issue.
Victoria’s rates of organ donation are not satisfactory.
There are a number of ways that we can encourage
community members to consider organ donation, which
will lead to more life-saving procedures.
Sometimes our institutional arrangements are critical,
and this reference will enable the Legal and Social
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Issues References Committee to look at the legal and
institutional arrangements with regard to organ
donation, particularly any restrictions on organ
donation. It is sometimes about social issues, and it is
sometimes about people’s attitudes and education. I see
both of those matters as significant, and there will be
the opportunity to look at all of those matters.
One point that is debatable is whether a presumed
consent arrangement — a reverse onus — is one
measure that could increase organ donation. I would be
interested to see what the committee’s view on that is
and whether or not that could have the capacity to
increase organ donation ethically. I do not prejudge that
in any way, but I do say that it is a matter that should be
looked at. There are also arrangements in our hospitals
and health institutions that could lead to more organ
donation, and they should form part of the reference for
the committee to look at closely.
The work of a number of support groups is critical in
this matter. Kidney Health Australia and a number of
other similar organisations play a critical role in
advocating for these sorts of arrangements. It is a fair
point that these bodies should be consulted, and these
community support groups should have an opportunity
to have their say on this matter. Various religious
groups will no doubt have views too, and the committee
is a way for these matters to be aired publicly.
The Legal and Social Issues References Committee has
significant capacity, and this reference is exactly the
sort of work that these Legislative Council committees
ought to be doing. I note the references committee
includes Ms Crozier, Ms Hartland, Ms Mikakos,
Mr O’Brien, Mr O’Donohue, Mr Pakula, Mrs Petrovich
and Mr Viney. The challenge for those committee
members will be to come back with recommendations
that will work for the community’s benefit by ethically
increasing the rates of organ donation. The life-saving
work of many of our medical professionals in this area
is something that will also be successfully highlighted.
Mr VINEY (Eastern Victoria) — The opposition is
happy to support this reference. I just want to make a
few general comments in relation to it. Firstly, I want to
acknowledge that in the last Parliament the joint
parliamentary Law Reform Committee undertook some
work in this field, and Mr Scheffer has advised me that
it produced an interim report. I have to confess I have
not read that report. My understanding is that it was
intended for that committee to continue and complete
its work during this Parliament. Whilst we are happy to
support this reference to the upper house committee, it
would have been useful for the Leader of the
Government to explain why he would like this
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committee to do it rather than the joint parliamentary
Law Reform Committee completing its work, having
already done a considerable amount of research and
other work. An explanation from the Leader of the
Government would have been useful.
Nevertheless, as chair of the references committee I
think what we will seek to do, with the cooperation of
the parliamentary staff, is get some support, perhaps in
the initial period, from the executive officer, the
research officers and other staff who have already done
that work in the Law Reform Committee in order to
give us a starting point for this investigation.
Obviously it is an issue of great importance for
Victoria. I think we all acknowledge that perhaps there
has been too little done in terms of organ donation. I
would imagine that out of this process I will need to put
my name on the organ donation register. I certainly
have no objection to such use of my body if anything
could be made of it, but I am not sure too many people
would want it!
Hon. M. P. Pakula — You’ve got a big heart!
Mr VINEY — I am not sure about that. It is
important work, and, with the assistance of the
parliamentary staff and the clerks, we might in the first
instance seek to get support from the executive officers
and staff of the Law Reform Committee, who have
already done a considerable amount of work in this
field. Perhaps in summing up Mr Davis could explain
why the government preferred to send this referral to
the upper house committee rather than having the joint
committee complete its work.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) — I rise to
speak in support of the motion moved by the Minister
for Health. As Mr Viney has pointed out, there are
many important issues in relation to this reference. This
important committee will be inquiring into the options
and mechanisms available to increase organ donation. I
congratulate Mr Viney on putting his name on the
organ donation register, and I urge other members of
the house to do the same. From my experience in the
health industry I know the need to improve organ
donation is great.
As the Australian Medical Association and other health
bodies have pointed out in the past and more recently,
we need to look at getting as many people in the
community as possible on the register and donating. As
the minister has pointed out, there are many ethical
considerations, particularly for various religious groups.
The committee will be able use its powers to look into
those issues and the possible mechanisms to improve
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organ donation rates and to report its findings to
Parliament. I am sure the work done by the committee
will be worthy. We need to look at the numbers of
organ donations and to increase those numbers. This
reference is very worthwhile. A lot of work will need to
be done; there are many processes that we will need to
go through, including safeguarding the community.
There are many issues in relation to the organ donation
program that the committee can look at, particularly in
relation to families and donors, and all Victorians.
Those are the sorts of issues the committee will need to
consider.
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — The
Greens support the reference, but I think some of the
points made by Mr Viney are relevant. As I understand
it, a senate committee has also recently looked at this
matter. I am being waved at and told it is was possibly a
state committee.
Mr Viney — Correct.
Ms HARTLAND — As a beginning it would be
really good to search in other states to find what other
reports have been done. We need to look at other
jurisdictions to make sure we are not repeating their
work.
I think this is a really important piece of work; I am on
the organ donor register. We need to confront some of
the issues that people talk about, including having to
opt out of the organ donation system if you do not wish
to be in it. I do not think that is good enough. People
need to make a clear and informed decision about being
an organ donor. They must tell their families what they
want. Those are the kinds of issues I hope the
committee will look at. I have a friend who is waiting
for a kidney, and so I know the terrible dilemmas that
occur.
I think the other issues the committee should look at
with this reference is people being able to purchase
organs in Third World countries and people going to
China or India to have a kidney transplant. Those are
the kinds of bigger ethical issues we need to look at.
The Greens will be supporting the motion, but we
would like to start with a peer review of all the work
that has been done in other states and federally.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — I am pleased
to speak on the motion in Mr Davis’s name. The
motion states:
That this house requires the Legal and Social Issues
References Committee to inquire, consider and report on
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options and mechanisms to increase organ donation in
Victoria …

This is the first reference to our new committee
structure, which makes it a pretty big occasion in the
history of the Legislative Council. Indeed members of
the new committees had their very first meetings
yesterday. As a member, not of this committee but of
one of the others, I look forward to being thrown into a
whole lot of work, interesting discussion and important
consideration of legislation and other issues through the
committees. As an opposition member I am encouraged
and welcome what would appear from this motion to be
the government’s desire to use the committees to work
on some of these issues, and that is a fabulous thing.
The motion is about organ donation, and what an
incredible reference for the committee to commence its
work by considering. There are a great many aspects to
the issue that the committee will need to consider. I
imagine the desire to increase organ donation rates is
something we can all agree on, although I know some
people may not feel comfortable with the idea. I have
registered as an organ donor, but I do not have any
firsthand experience of the types of discussions that
family members need to have when they are making
decisions at the point of the cessation of the life of a
loved one. I can only imagine that it is an incredibly
difficult thing for those people.
Initiatives that will increase donation rates, and policies
that seek to achieve that end, are worthy of the
committee’s consideration. I note that Mr Davis’s
motion states that the committee should:
… present its final report to Parliament no later than
12 months after this reference is given to the committee.

I expect that will enable time for the committee to meet
with experts in this area. Of course it is a matter for the
committee, but I speculate that the committee might
like to hear from people who have lived the reality of
making decisions about organ donation, both from the
perspective of donor families and of course from the
person who receives the benefit of such an incredibly
generous decision by those family members.
I am sure members of the Legal and Social Issues
References Committee will thoroughly equip
themselves in their consideration of this issue, and I
wish them well in those deliberations.
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — I rise to make a few brief remarks on
Mr Davis’s proposed reference to the Legal and Social
Issues References Committee. I think this matter that
the house is referring to the committee this afternoon is

Thursday, 10 February 2011

very important. Over the last 25 years we have seen
enormous change and development in medical
technology and in what is possible in organ donation,
and things that were unimaginable even five years ago
in the spectrum of organ donation are now coming into
the realms of regular surgery.
What we have not seen, though, with the growth in
medical technology, is a growth in the pool of people
who are both eligible and willing to be organ donors. It
is interesting to reflect on Mr Viney’s comments on the
motion when he spoke about his support for organ
donation but also the fact that he is not on the organ
donation register, and I have to say that I am in the
same situation. I support the concept, but I am not on
the register.
One of the challenges we have with organ donation is
to identify candidates who are eligible to make an organ
donation, because the reality is that of the people who
die in Victoria and Australia each year, and are
therefore notionally donors, only a very small
proportion are eligible, because of the condition of their
organs at the time they die, the location in which they
die or the time frame between their death and the ability
to harvest those organs. The pool of people available
for donation is very small, and the pool of people who
have registered as donors is smaller still, so there is a
very small cohort of people among whom there is both
eligibility and willingness — either on the part of their
family or in terms of their own decision — to be an
organ donor.
Given the huge developments in technology and the
capacity to undertake organ donations — originally
heart and lung transplants were the main types of organ
donation, but in recent years we have seen enormous
growth in the scope of donation — this motion by
Mr Davis to make a referral to the Legal and Social
Issues References Committee is particularly important.
We need to ensure that the pool of organ donors keeps
up with demand, because as the scope of operations for
which organ donation is required has expanded, so has
the pool of people requiring organs. We simply have
not seen the pool of people eligible and willing to
provide organs increase at the same rate.
This is an incredibly important reference. In the past,
work has been done to increase the donation and
registration rate, with some success. A lot of proposals
which would be appropriate for this committee to
consider have been put on the table, such as having an
opt-out rather than an opt-in system for donation.
Ms Hartland made a point about the need for this
committee to be cognisant of work done in this area in
other jurisdictions, which is an important point.
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Overall it is a worthwhile reference that the Leader of
the Government, importantly in his role as Minister for
Health, is proposing for this committee. I commend the
reference to the house and commend the committee in
its work to ensure that we have a robust framework that
leads to an increased rate of organ donation in Victoria.
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I thank
all members for their contributions to this debate. This
is an interesting example of how committees that cross
the Parliament can work collaboratively. The motion
has clearly struck a chord with a wide range of
members. We have seen broad recognition of the
importance of lifting the rate of organ donation and of
the importance of the Parliament in achieving that.
On certain issues the Parliament has a clear role to
engage with the community and to provide the
leadership that will lead to suitable outcomes. I note
that the committee will be asked to look at international
and national examples of organ donation mechanisms,
and after doing so I am sure it will come to a conclusion
that will guide the Parliament and the people of
Victoria.
Motion agreed to.

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES
Membership
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — By
leave, I move the following motions in relation to the
appointment of joint investigatory committees:
Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee
That Mr Leane, Mr Scheffer and Mr Ramsay be members of
the Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee.

Education and Training Committee
That Mr Elasmar and Ms Tierney be members of the
Education and Training Committee.

Electoral Matters Committee
That Mr Finn and Mr Tarlamis be members of the Electoral
Matters Committee.

Outer Suburban/Interface Services and Development
Committee
That Mrs Kronberg and Mr Ondarchie be members of the
Outer Suburban/Interface Services and Development
Committee.

Motion agreed to.
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STATUTE LAW REVISION BILL 2011
Referral to committee
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — By
leave, I move:
That the Statute Law Revision Bill 2011 be referred to the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee for inquiry,
consideration and report.

Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for Health) — I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Council of Australian Governments: meeting
Mr LENDERS (Southern Metropolitan) — The
matter I raise on the adjournment today is for the
attention of the Premier. Monday’s Council of
Australian Governments (COAG) meeting will be the
first for the Premier and the Prime Minister. It will be a
historic meeting for both of them, and I wish them both
well in their new roles. It is truly an honour to be a
leader in this country, and attending this COAG
meeting will be important for both of them. For the
sake of the state of Victoria, I wish Mr Baillieu well.
The matter I raise for the Premier is, firstly, to wish him
well on Victoria’s behalf as he goes into COAG and,
secondly, to urge him to go to COAG with an open
mind. I have read in media reports that the Premier has
said he has spoken to Colin Barnett, the Premier of
Western Australia, about COAG and is concerned that
it may be a waste of time. I am pleased to say that the
Premier has said he is keeping his mind open on this
matter until he has been to a COAG meeting.
In the strongest possible terms I urge the Premier to
keep his mind open and not to be tempted to score
political points but perhaps to take a leaf out of the
book of Mr Barnett, who has been quite a contributor to
COAG. I certainly urge the Premier not to see COAG
as a waste of time but as an unbelievable opportunity to
spend time with the Prime Minister of the country. We
all know what has happened to federal-state relations
since the states temporarily loaned income tax to the
commonwealth during World War II and never got it
back. That is where the money rests.
Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips — Were you Treasurer
then?
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Mr LENDERS — It seems like a long time ago that
I was Treasurer, but let me assure Mr Rich-Phillips it
was not 1942. For the government’s benefit, World
War II ended in 1945 and the commonwealth was
going to hand the money back within a year.

buck-passed this particular funding project to
Ambulance Victoria, with no effect. The ambulance
service employees said that with a total lack of
leadership the Brumby government could not deliver on
this important project.

I urge the Premier to adopt a cooperative approach with
the Prime Minister and not to see COAG, a waste of
time but as an opportunity to share with fellow
Premiers what has worked and what has not worked in
their jurisdictions and to discuss with the Prime
Minister how people can work together. Many of the
great things that have happened in Australia have been
done through cooperation, and many of them have
come through the COAG process. I wish the Premier
well for Monday and urge him to treat it as an
opportunity to work for Victoria. If he approaches it in
a bipartisan manner and seeks the support of the
opposition, we will use all our endeavours to persuade
our federal Labor colleagues that Victoria is a great
place to work in and with.

I want to emphasise that the gap between what was
promised and what is needed to be delivered —
$100 875 — has been committed by the Minister for
Health, David Davis.

Ambulance services: Horsham
Mr RAMSAY (Western Victoria) — Sadly I again
bring the attention of this chamber to more broken
promises and more incompetence by the former
Brumby government. Sadly I again refer to Horsham
and the Horsham ambulance station.
I have already indicated — on Tuesday — in this
chamber the impacts the floods have had on Horsham.
Over the 10 years of rule of the Brumby government
we have suffered drought, floods, locusts, fires, lack of
government funding, more taxes, the fire services levy,
stamp duty — I could go on and on — but the real issue
here is a promise made to the Horsham community that
the Brumby government would build a new ambulance
centre. Former health minister Daniel Andrews flew
into Horsham with great fanfare to say, ‘I’m going to
build a new ambulance centre for this community’.
They waited and they waited and they waited — for a
year. Then the former Premier flew into Horsham,
presumably with the Country Fire Authority coat still
hanging on, saying, ‘I promise I will deliver on the
Horsham ambulance centre’. Again the community
waited and waited and waited — sadly, no ambulance
centre.
I am happy to report that the Minister for Health, David
Davis, has agreed to fill a significant gap in funding.
The Brumby government was not able to, firstly,
provide the proper estimates, and secondly, to deliver
the project. It was interesting to note that yesterday in
this chamber shadow health minister, Gavin Jennings,
criticised the government. He was the very person who

Ballarat base hospital: helipad
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria) — I would like
to raise a matter this afternoon for the attention of the
Minister for Health, Mr Davis. It refers to the
government’s commitment to build a helipad at the
Ballarat base hospital.
Just for the benefit of members in the chamber — and I
suppose for the record; it might be a refresher for the
minister — the then state opposition committed to fund
a helipad at the Ballarat base hospital in June 2002. The
then opposition health spokesman, Robert Doyle,
indicated it was a worthy project and called on the then
government to launch a feasibility study into building a
helipad, which would cost up to $2.5 million. A couple
of years later my Western Victoria Region colleague
Mr Koch, in a debate in this place, referred to the need
for a helipad in Ballarat. In his contribution he said that
if the Liberals were returned to government in 2006, his
government would build and make provision for a
helipad in Ballarat, and he concluded by saying that he
would not build a hospital half the size of Ballarat
without building a helipad. Of course the hospital in
Ballarat has been there for a while and the population
has grown considerably since the hospital site was first
determined many years ago.
Then in November 2004 the then opposition leader,
Robert Doyle, said a Liberal government would
commit $1 million to construct a helipad. This was
getting cheaper with every visit by the Liberal Party to
Ballarat. In June 2002 it was a $2.5 million helipad, and
in 2004 it was a $1 million helipad.
Then I noted an article in the Courier of March 2006
with the headline ‘Libs slammed over helipad plan
backflip’. In that article the then health spokeswoman,
Helen Shardey, was cited as having retracted from
Mr Doyle’s comments — so the history goes.
With the recent elections the Liberal Party interest in a
helipad in Ballarat re-emerged. There was quite a
strong community campaign supported by a great many
people. The Labor government pledged $10 million for
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a helipad and an integrated parking strategy at the
hospital. My concern is that Mr Davis address the
questions of: what is the actual cost and how and when
will this be constructed?

Floods: Wickliffe
Mr O’BRIEN (Western Victoria) — I raise an
adjournment matter for the attention of the Minister for
Water, Peter Walsh, who is also the Minister for
Agriculture and Food Security, about flooding issues in
Wickliffe in Western Victoria Region. Regrettably
almost all of the houses and the Wickliffe Hotel on the
Glenelg Highway were flooded in the January flood
event, with approximately 2 feet of water going through
the main street. I also note that two houses in the small
community to the north of Rossbridge were inundated
with water from the Hopkins headwaters, and I
personally was present at the well-managed VicRoads
and State Emergency Service crossing during the rain
events of 14 January. The Minister for Sport and
Recreation and I recently visited the township, at the
behest of Peter McIntyre, and I spent some hours last
Friday meeting with residents and inspecting the
flooded area.
I note that there has been little media coverage of the
issues facing the town of Wickliffe, but one passing
reference was contained in an Age article entitled
‘Labor ignored flood advice’, where the article notes:
Residents in Wickliffe, in the state’s west, called for a better
warning system after they were forced to make hasty
evacuations from floodwaters in the early hours of
15 January. They said there had been no warnings that the
town was at risk of flood.

Earlier the article refers to the FloodZoom system,
which was considered but rejected by the previous
government, and states:
… Labor was told by its public service that it could ‘vastly
improve’ flood management by investing in an $11 million
system called FloodZoom…

That would allow the public emergency services and
the media to predict and analyse floodwaters more
accurately. The article continues:
The system was backed at the time by the State Emergency
Service, Melbourne Water, the Bureau of Meteorology, the
State Flood Policy Committee…

but ignored by the former government.
I contrast this with the decisive action taken by the
coalition government in promptly announcing a
comprehensive review of flood warnings and
emergency services response efforts in the wake of the
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recent flooding and the decisive action taken by
Minister Walsh in visiting Creswick on the weekend at
the behest of the local community, the Hepburn Shire
Council, Mr Ramsay and me, and in promptly
announcing new funding of $250 000 to reduce
flooding in Creswick Creek. This announcement
follows on from the work of Hepburn Shire Council
and the catchment management authority last Friday to
commence clearance work.
I invite the community of Wickliffe to contribute to the
comprehensive Comrie review and ask that Minister
Walsh come to Wickliffe as soon as possible to hear
directly from Wickliffe residents in relation to their
important local concerns. I urge all residents all around
Victoria to promptly contribute to this important flood
review.

West Gate punt: service
Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Public Transport. The West Gate commuter punt is a
bicycle and pedestrian ferry that crosses the Yarra River
under the West Gate Bridge between Scienceworks at
Spotswood and Port Melbourne. I consider it to be an
essential part of the west’s public transport system,
while being efficient and cost effective. However, it is
only running a weekend service, as the previous Labor
government failed to fund its operation.
Every year the number of bicycle commuters in
Victoria grows. This is despite the poor standard of
bicycle infrastructure and safety measures. In addition
to those cycling already, many more want to ride and
would do so if infrastructure, such as the West Gate
punt, were in place.
The bike punt takes up to 13 kilometres off this route
from the west to Port Melbourne. What is more, the
punt allows cyclists to avoid major trucking routes such
as Whitehall Street, Francis Street, Somerville Road
and the port of Melbourne.
The punt allows commuters in the west to leave their
cars at home and cycle to the city and beyond via Port
Melbourne — and I do say ‘leave their cars at home’,
because for most people in the west public transport is
so appalling that it is not a viable travel option, and it
appears public transport will get even worse if
Mr Mulder, the Minister for Public Transport, goes
ahead with the proposed train timetable changes on the
Werribee and Williamstown lines.
It is not just cyclists who would benefit; so too would
pedestrians and tourism in the area, because it links
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Scienceworks with Westgate Park. The bike punt is a
missing link in the bicycle network. It needs adequate
funding to run efficiently and reliably — characteristics
required of all public transport. The West Gate punt
would see more people cycling safely every day.
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is vital that the Minister for Public Transport and the
Premier publicly express their support for the regional
rail link in the strongest possible terms at the earliest
possible opportunity.

Health: election commitments
The action I ask of the minister is that he immediately
deliver upon his election commitment of $1.4 million
over four years to upgrade the West Gate punt to
half-hour frequency, seven days a week.

Mr ELSBURY (Western Metropolitan) — I wish to
raise a matter for the attention of the Minister for
Health in relation to commitments made during the
election to the palliative care sector.

Rail: regional link
Ms BROAD (Northern Victoria) — I wish to raise
an adjournment matter for the attention of the Minister
for Public Transport, Mr Mulder.
The action I seek from the minister on behalf of public
transport users in my electorate of Northern Victoria
Region is that he not proceed to scrap the $4.3 billion
regional rail link. It is the largest public transport
infrastructure project in Australia, a project expected to
support up to 2800 direct jobs in construction, a project
that will provide regional rail users on the Bendigo,
Ballarat and Geelong lines with rail services direct to
Southern Cross station, improved reliability and up to
12 extra services per hour.
The regional rail project is the biggest improvement to
Victoria’s rail network since the city loop, with major
benefits to metropolitan as well as regional rail users. I
will refer to just some of the communities that will
benefit from country and regional public transport
improvements through this project in my electorate of
Northern Victoria Region alone. They include public
transport users from Mildura, Robinvale, Swan Hill,
Echuca, Kerang, Rochester, Cohuna, Elmore,
St Arnaud, Bendigo, Castlemaine, Kyneton, Woodend,
Macedon, Gisborne, Lancefield, Heathcote and
Sunbury on the V/Line network. These are users in
Northern Victoria Region alone, but of course there are
many more users in Western Victoria Region.
More than three-quarters of the funding for the regional
rail link has been committed to Victoria by the federal
government, a sum of the order of $3.2 billion. I am
sure that the pressures on the federal budget as a result
of natural disasters have not escaped the Minister for
Public Transport. There is no doubt that if the Baillieu
government moves to scrap the regional rail link
project, that $3.2 billion could be put to good use
elsewhere by the federal government, as I am sure it
would be.
Therefore, in the best interests of current and future
regional rail and metropolitan public transport users, it

When the treatment for my father’s cancer changed
from recovery to pain management, the services of
Mercy Palliative Care were offered to ensure my
father’s comfort. With the limited resources at its
disposal, Mercy’s home services provided my father
with an exceptional level of care at all hours of the day
and night. It also provided my mother with the support
and comfort she needed during those difficult months.
When dad’s condition declined further, the services
provided by Mercy at the Werribee hospital again
afforded my father with the best of care and provided
all members of my family with the guidance and
support we needed in dealing with this distressing time.
I know my family is not alone in this experience, and
unfortunately today many families across our state are
coping with the strain of seeing their loved one’s health
slide until the inevitable happens. In some of these
cases, palliative services in their area are strained to
find resources necessary to provide a suitable level of
care.
Given the understanding I have of this subject, having
experienced firsthand the fantastic work of doctors,
nurses and volunteers involved in providing palliative
care, I was thrilled to see during the election the
coalition policy to strengthen palliative care services.
The policy put forward committed $34.4 million to the
palliative care sector, with $8.6 million being provided
each year for four years.
The policy also sought to focus $4.2 million of these
funds to remedy service delivery issues in rural areas,
and importantly also in Western Metropolitan Region.
In the growth corridors that intergenerational families
are calling home, they are increasingly finding the need
to call on these services. Funding was also to be
committed to recruit and train volunteers, who currently
make up 60 per cent of palliative care workers.
With this election promise in mind, I would like to
request that the Minister for Health reaffirm this
commitment from the government to the palliative care
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sector and outline any action the government plans to
take in implementing this promise.

Port Phillip planning scheme: amendment
Mr TEE (Eastern Metropolitan) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Planning, and
it relates to his decision to issue Port Phillip planning
scheme amendment C86, which will protect the bayside
views of residents at 1 Albert Road, Melbourne. By
way of background, the views of these wealthy
residents were under threat from a development
application at 35 Albert Road — I note Mrs Coote’s
interest in this matter — that was due to be considered
by the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal on
30 January. On 20 January this year — just in time —
Mr Guy came to the rescue of those residents and put in
place the planning scheme amendment which provides
a height restriction that in effect killed off the
development application at 35 Albert Road and
protected the views of those in the ‘tower of power’.
There is a concern that was identified in today’s Age
newspaper that the minister in delivering that planning
scheme amendment was responding to an agenda set by
a business elite — by Liberal Party mates living at
1 Albert Road. There are concerns about the propriety
of the decision-making process, and it is clear that there
are questions about who made representations to the
minister and indeed the Premier. My request to the
minister is that he come clean, as it were, and ensure
that we have a proper record of what occurred.
Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips — On a point of order,
President, Mr Tee in his remarks is attempting to reflect
on the actions and character of the Minister for
Planning. He referred to the probity of processes and to
‘coming clean’, which reflects on the Minister for
Planning’s actions and character, and I ask that you rule
his matter out of order.
Mr Tee — On the point of order, President, I am
simply summarising issues that were identified in the
newspaper today by way of background and context to
my request to the minister.
Hon. G. K. Rich-Phillips — Further on the point of
order, President, there has been a previous ruling that
members cannot reflect on other members by repeating
allegations and statements that are made in newspapers.
The PRESIDENT — Order! I first take up the point
that Mr Tee raised this matter as a 90-second statement
this morning, and I think to some extent sought to have
the house alerted to the matter. In the context of the
adjournment debate I can accept that he is now perhaps
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seeking additional information; however, I note that in
his 90-second statement this morning he requested
details of documents and records of contacts that might
have been relevant to that decision. To that extent I am
not quite sure what the response to Mr Tee’s
adjournment item will be, given that he has already
sought information in earlier proceedings today.
In relation to the manner in which Mr Tee has put his
questions today, I would be the first to counsel
members that it is a very dangerous proposition to rely
on media reports and to quote media reports verbatim
as a source of substance when seeking further
information. As Chair I had concerns about some of the
speculative language being used by Mr Tee in his
matter, which included an offhand reference to
Mrs Coote, who happened to be in the chamber. That
Mrs Coote was in the chamber was the context in
which Mr Tee made the reference, but I am concerned
that the reference could possibly be misconstrued.
I was also concerned about the expression ‘coming
clean’. Using that expression amounts to speculation
about what the minister may or may not have done. I
think Mr Tee has been fairly adventurous in applying
motive to the Minister for Planning in this matter. That
is improper in the circumstances, unless that motive can
be substantiated. I do not believe it has been
substantiated either by media reports or by the matter
he has put before the chamber tonight.
I will not rule the matter out, because I think it is fair
enough that Mr Tee explore it. I am interested to know,
however, how his adjournment matter will proceed in
terms of what information he might seek that is further
to his requests of earlier today. In proceeding with this
item now I would certainly suggest that it might be
prudent to be less adventurous and not actually apply
motive to the minister when we are not in a position to
establish that motive. I am sure the minister will
indicate why he has made those decisions in due
course. I think the rest is hyperbole.
Mr TEE — Thank you, President, for your
guidance. In terms of Mrs Coote, I certainly had no
intention of impugning her in any way. Coming to your
point on how I progress the matter — which I raised in
a notice of motion this morning rather than a 90-second
statement — in view of the circumstances that have
been identified, my request to the Minister for Planning
is that he hand over the documentation of the
circumstances of the decision making surrounding that
planning scheme amendment to an independent third
party who can provide us with a full and frank review.
That party will be able to examine the circumstances
and tell us exactly what happened so that we do not
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speculate, as the President has indicated quite rightly
we should not do. My request then is for a full, frank
and independent investigation to consider the
circumstances surrounding the making of the planning
scheme amendment decision.

Floods: government assistance
Ms DARVENIZA (Northern Victoria) — President,
I take this opportunity to congratulate you on your
elevation to the office of President. I have not had an
opportunity to do that so far, even though you have
been in the chair during 90-second statements and some
of the other times that I have been on my feet; it would
have eaten into the time. With the adjournment, though,
I have got a little bit of time, so I do congratulate you. I
think you will make a very good Chair. You bring a lot
of experience with you, not only as a member of
Parliament but also as the Deputy President, so I offer
my congratulations to you.
I raise a matter for the attention of the Minister for
Agriculture and Food Security. It concerns small
land-holders and hobby farmers in flood-affected
communities, particularly in northern Victoria, who fall
between the cracks in terms of eligibility for
government grants. They are not small businesses,
primary producers or not-for-profit organisations.
During my recent visit to Rochester, a town which
suffered significant flood damage, I became aware of
these small land-holders who are unable to receive
funding to repair damage to infrastructure, such as
fences, on their properties because their farms were not
necessarily operating as businesses. The land-holders
lost cattle, sheep, poultry and other livestock, and
livestock were injured as a result of the flooding.
Fences were destroyed and crops have been lost,
including hay.
The small town of Rochester has been hit by four
floods since September, and in the most recent flood
event 80 per cent of the town was inundated, which led
to the entire population being evacuated to Echuca.
Outlying hobby farms in that region and across
northern Victoria need assistance to get back on their
feet. They face the task of cleaning up following the
floods, and these are the worst floods to hit north and
north-western Victoria. The scale of the disaster is
huge.
The action I seek from the minister is a commitment to
provide funding for those land-holders affected by the
flood so they can repair their properties, replace
damaged infrastructure and begin to get their lives back
on track. These people are determined to recover and
rebuild, but they need help, not only with cleaning up
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but in an ongoing way into the future as well. These
people fall through the cracks and do not meet the
eligibility criteria for funding. They are on the land and
they have immediate problems with cleaning up. They
deserve the support of the government, and the
government should find a way to ensure that they get
the financial support they need as a result of these
devastating floods.

Responses
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant
Treasurer) — Mr Lenders raised a matter for the
attention of the Premier relating to the upcoming
Council of Australian Governments meeting, and he
called on the Premier to maintain an open mind in
relation to the COAG negotiations. I can only wonder
what the approach of the previous government was if
Mr Lenders thinks it is necessary to call on the Premier
to keep an open mind. I can assure Mr Lenders that the
Premier will approach the COAG discussions with the
best interests of Victorians in mind, as he does with all
his actions as Premier. He will approach COAG from a
collaborative point of view in terms of getting the best
outcomes for Victoria. However, I will pass
Mr Lenders’s comments on to the Premier.
Mr Ramsay raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Health relating to Horsham ambulance
station and the black hole the incoming government
found with respect to funding that ambulance station.
Mr Ramsay noted that the current Minister for Health
has moved to address that matter.
Ms Pulford raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Health in relation to a proposed helipad for
Ballarat base hospital. Ms Pulford raised concerns
about availability of funding for such a proposal. I say
to Ms Pulford: if she and her government were so
concerned about a helipad for Ballarat base hospital,
why did they not build it in the 11 years they were in
government? I will pass Ms Pulford’s matter on to the
Minister for Health.
Mr O’Brien raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Water regarding floods in Wickliffe, and
asked that the — —
Mr Lenders — On a point of order, President,
regarding the nature of Mr Rich-Phillips’s responses.
When I was on that side of the house I remember that
you, President — as Deputy President — sat me down
or ruled me out when I editorialised, as you put it, on
requests from members opposite about funding in the
budget. I was put in my place. I ask you, President, to
counsel Mr Rich-Phillips in the same way you
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counselled me when I was on that side of the house —
that is, for passing editorial comment — as the minister
responds to each adjournment matter.
The PRESIDENT — Order! On the point of order,
I am not in a position to direct a minister specifically
how to answer, as Mr Lenders is well aware.
Nevertheless, Mr Lenders may well be right that on
occasions I might have indicated that the substance of a
reply might have been more of a political nature and
that the member was perhaps editorialising and not
being relevant to the actual question that had been
posed. We all have our L plates on in all of our
respective positions in this house at this time. What I
would say to all minsters is that it is important to
maintain relevance in response to answering questions
at all times. My own view is that I do not think
Mr Rich-Phillips had gone so far as to warrant the point
of order at this point in time, but I accept that
Mr Lenders might have some concern about it.
However, I point out that the standing orders say that
any reply by a minister to a matter raised on the
question for the adjournment should be as brief as
possible. In that context I understand that the ministers
are attempting to try to address matters as promptly as
they can in this Parliament and to try to give members a
pertinent response on the night. I suppose that conflicts
to some extent with brevity, but I welcome ministers
contributing to the house’s knowledge on these matters.
Mr Lenders may not like what I am saying, because he
may also feel that I am editorialising, but I appreciate
the advice by the ministers to the house. It contrasts
with the situation where ministers in the previous
Parliament would stand up and say, ‘I will send all
matters off to the relevant ministers’. I thought that was
impertinent, and I do not think it did justice to members
who had earnestly raised issues in the house. I must say
I much prefer ministers to address questions.
Nonetheless, in the spirit of what Mr Lenders has
raised, I think ministers will bear that in mind as we go
forward.
I apologise for my editorialising, because I know that
Mr Lenders is not happy with it.
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS — Mr O’Brien
raised a matter for the Minister for Water regarding the
Wickliffe floods and expressed his desire for the
minister to visit Wickliffe to see the impacts of the
floods. I know that Mr O’Brien has spent a great deal of
time in his seven weeks in Parliament attending to the
needs of his flood-affected communities in Western
Victoria Region, and he continues to do a great deal of
work in that regard.

195

Ms Hartland raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Public Transport regarding the West Gate
punt. I will pass that matter on to the Minister for
Public Transport.
Ms Broad also raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Public Transport relating to the regional
rail link. In highlighting the attributes of that project
Ms Broad failed to mention the cost blow-out which
appears to have been incurred under the previous
government and which puts further pressure on the
delivery of the regional rail link. However, I will pass
that matter on to the Minister for Public Transport.
Mr Elsbury raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Health in relation to palliative care.
Mr Elsbury outlined his very personal experiences with
palliative care services and highlighted the
government’s support and commitments towards
palliative care. I will pass his comments on to the
Minister for Health.
Mr Tee raised a matter for the Minister for Planning in
relation to amendment C86. I will pass that matter on to
the Minister for Planning for him to do with as he
wishes.
Ms Darveniza raised a matter for the Minister for
Agriculture and Food Security relating to the
availability of government grants for small land-holders
who are not operating farms as primary producers, and
particularly in relation to the Rochester area. I will pass
that matter on to the minister.
The PRESIDENT — Order! That concludes
today’s business. The house stands adjourned.
House adjourned 5.04 p.m. until Tuesday, 1 March.
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appropriate ministers.

Tuesday, 8 February 2011
Public holidays: Christmas Day
Raised with:

Minister for Innovation, Services and Small Business

Raised by:

Ms Pennicuik

Raised on:

21 December 2010

REPLY:
In the event that 25 December (Christmas Day) falls on a Saturday, the Public Holidays Act 1993 appoints a
substitute, but not an additional, public holiday on the following Monday.
Substitution of the Christmas Day public holiday when 25 December falls on a weekend represents a very long
held practice in Victoria, with the overall intention of maintaining the same number of public holidays over the
calendar year.
It is also important to note that employers and employees should always refer to their particular employment
arrangements to determine how these days are treated in their workplace.

Schools: Officer
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Mr O’Donohue

Raised on:

21 December 2010

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
With the sustained population growth of both the City of Casey and the Shire of Cardinia, the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development has maintained close liaison with both councils to identify the future
educational needs in these areas. Demographic profiling of both areas has been initiated to substantiate these needs
and the preferred location of new schools.
At the meeting on 17 January 2011, where both Minister Dixon and yourself met with Mr Gary McQuillan, CEO,
Shire of Cardinia, Hon. Ken Smith, Member for Bass, Mr Brad Battin, Member for Gembrook and Mr Peter
Greenwell, Regional Director, Southern Metropolitan Region, the commitment to deliver the new secondary
college and specialist school was confirmed. It was also acknowledged considerable planning is still required to
identify and acquire the appropriate site and further refine the timeframe to deliver these schools to the community.
The Department will shortly establish planning committees for both of the new schools. The planning committees
will be made up of representatives from the community, the local council, local teachers and other stakeholders,
who will provide input into the planning and delivery of the new schools.
Thank you for your support in recent discussions and I look forward to ongoing collaboration with you in the
planning process for these schools.
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Planning: community consultation
Raised with:

Minister for Planning

Raised by:

Mr Tee

Raised on:

21 December 2010

REPLY:
I thank the Member for Eastern Metropolitan for his question.
I welcome the opportunity to affirm our already explicit commitment to working with local councils and
communities on the planning decisions that affect them. We have made this clear in a number of public statements
leading up to the 2010 election.
The way that our city will be shaped into the future and how growth will be accommodated is an on-going process.
Transport nodes, activity centres and urban renewal sites will play a central role in this.
Further, the Coalition Government’s planning policy released prior to the recent election, clearly outlines the
approach to be taken in relation to urban renewal and activity centres.
The State Government is identifying areas of State strategic significance and we are getting on with the job of
implementing our policy.
Councils and the community, along with industry and other experts have a key role in shaping how this strategic
framework will be implemented. As we have made clear, they will be involved in the detail. Indeed we see local
government as partners in shaping how change will occur.
The sites referred to by the Member for Eastern Metropolitan, namely Richmond station, E-gate and Fishermans
Bend will be progressed in a manner consistent with this approach.

Autism: western suburbs schools
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Mr Finn

Raised on:

21 December 2010

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
The Baillieu government’s commitment to establish a P-12 autistic school in Melbourne’s western suburbs is
confirmed and broad consultation will inform the planning for this.
Planning will commence early in 2011 and will include consideration of a range of options for realising our
commitment.
Parents, community members, teachers and school leaders will be consulted on these plans to ensure that the
services created for autistic children in the area meet their needs and the needs of their community.

Floods: government assistance
Raised with:

Treasurer

Raised by:

Ms Broad
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REPLY:
I am informed that:
Government agencies are currently assessing the impact of the heavy rain and floods in Victoria during December
2010 and January 2011.
The flood response assistance that was made available to communities affected by the August, September and
October floods by the previous government has been renewed by the present government and extended to include
the subsequent floods in November and December 2010. This includes funding for the replacement or repair of
damaged community infrastructure, for community events in flood affected areas and for clean up and restoration
grants of up to $25,000 (increased from $15,000) which are administered through the Rural Finance Commission.
In addition, low interest loans are now available to eligible small businesses owners, primary producers and
not-for-profit organisations so that businesses can continue to operate.
Flood recovery officers have been appointed in the shires of Buloke and Alpine as both areas have now
experienced multiple flooding events. The Department of Human Services has also activated the Red Cross
outreach services to ensure that the psychosocial needs of affected communities are being monitored.
Local councils can apply to the Department of Treasury and Finance (DTF) for reimbursement of any emergency
protection works and the restoration of essential public infrastructure through the Natural Disaster Financial
Assistance Arrangements. DTF will arrange to have these claims processed by the appropriate agencies, for
example, VicRoads. The cost of eligible claims are shared between the Commonwealth and State Government.
Following the recent floods in January 2011, a new Cabinet Flood Taskforce has been established and is chaired by
the Premier. Government has also announced that Local councils managing the collection and clean up of
household goods, furniture and appliances damaged by the floods will have access to an additional $5 million from
a Local Government Clean Up Fund, to be jointly administered by the State Government and the Municipal
Association of Victoria. A $1 million Tourism fund has also been established to support businesses in areas
affected by the floods that are heavily reliant on Tourism, which is to be administered by the Department of
Business and Innovation, and $1 million has been contributed to the newly established Red Cross Victorian Floods
Appeal. The Government has also increased the $15,000 flood clean up and restoration grants available to
Victorian small businesses, primary producers and not-for-profit bodies to $25,000. The clean up and restoration
grants have also been made available retrospectively to eligible Victorians affected in the September 2010 floods.
In addition, Government assistance is being provided in relation to personal assistance including:
– emergency grants of up to $1,067 for people who are unable to return to their homes and require financial
assistance to meet basic needs; and
– means-tested personal hardship grants of up to $26,000 to assist people whose homes have suffered significant
damage, loss of contents and for extended temporary accommodation.
As at 2 February 2011, 5644 emergency grants have been paid by DHS.

Eaglehawk, Comet Hill and Bendigo North primary schools: merger
Raised with:

Minister for Education

Raised by:

Mr Drum

Raised on:

21 December 2010

REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
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On 16 December 2010, the Minister for Education, Martin Dixon, announced that the Coalition Government had
put plans in place to ensure that Eaglehawk Primary School remains open.
The Minister indicated that the Baillieu Government is committed to ensuring that Eaglehawk Primary School
remains a stand-alone school, with its own principal and school council, and will provide $2 million for
much-needed maintenance to ensure the future of the school.
On Wednesday, 15 December 2010, the Minister met with Mr Duncan Murley, the President of the Eaglehawk
Primary School Council.
The Minister has instructed the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development to take the necessary
steps to ensure that all staffing and other arrangements are in place at Eaglehawk Primary School for a smooth
transition to the 2011 school year.
In 2011, the Department will undertake a comprehensive consultation process with the wider community on future
support for the school.
The Minister will act to support the Eaglehawk Primary School Council, parents, teachers and the broader
community in their direct involvement in the consultation process.

Geelong Hospital: funding
Raised with:

Minister for Health

Raised by:

Ms Tierney

Raised on:

21 December 2010

REPLY:
I am pleased to confirm the Baillieu Government’s commitment to the provision of health services to the people of
Geelong and the surrounding districts.
This includes an investment of $80 million to expand services on the existing Geelong Hospital (Barwon Health)
site and a total of $85 million to establish a community hospital as part of the Deakin University campus at Waurn
Ponds.
The Department of Health is working with Barwon Health and the community to determine the most appropriate
location and configuration of the additional acute inpatient wards at Geelong Hospital. It is expected that this will
be determined in early to mid 2011 with detailed design to follow.
Planning for the community hospital has also begun and will be further developed during 2011. The community
hospital will meet the needs of families moving to Geelong’s southern suburbs, the Surf Coast and the Bellarine
Peninsula. It will be accessible by public transport and the Geelong Ring Road and will allow for future expansion
of health services within the region.
Full funding for the projects will be staged across several years in line with the delivery programs of these projects.
The Baillieu Government is committed to the delivery of both Barwon Health capital projects.
I can assure the communities of Geelong, the Surf Coast and the Bellarine Peninsula that the delivery of the most
suitable range of health services in appropriately designed facilities in and around Geelong is of paramount
importance to the Baillieu Government.

Schools: city of Maroondah
Raised with:

Minister for Education
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Mr Leane

Raised on:
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REPLY:
I am informed as follows:
The Baillieu Government has made a commitment to focus on upgrading government primary and secondary
schools across the State. Priority projects to be included in the building program for the first term of Government
were identified in the Victorian Liberal Nationals Coalition Plan for Education, released in November 2010.
The Government is aware that other schools were involved in planning for building projects under the previous
government’s capital program. The needs of these schools will be given due consideration during the budget
process and in determining future priorities for the building program.
Capital funding for the Maroondah Regeneration Project is being considered, but commitment to a definite
timeframe is not possible at this stage.
The Department will continue to work with the schools involved to ensure the best outcomes possible for students
in the area.
The Maroondah Education Coalition, comprising seven secondary schools in Eastern Metropolitan Region, has
developed a vision to transform the way secondary education is delivered in their community.
The achievements that the Maroondah Education Coalition have made so far demonstrate their commitment to
improving the educational opportunities of their students and their capacity to work together to implement
educational innovations.
In Term 1 2011, the principals and school councillors of each of the seven schools involved in the Coalition plan to
revisit the original aims of the Maroondah Regeneration Project to ensure their ongoing support of and
commitment to the Project.

Ambulance services: response times
Raised with:

Minister for Health

Raised by:

Mr Scheffer

Raised on:

21 December 2010

REPLY:
The Baillieu Government is committed to ensuring Victorians have access to high quality and timely ambulance
services.
We are working closely with Ambulance Victoria and local communities to ensure the more than $151 million this
government committed to expanding services and is invested in the most appropriate locations.
New ambulance stations will be built at Beaufort, Wallan and Grantville and ambulance stations at Castlemaine,
Belgrave, Emerald, Yarra Junction and Maryborough will be upgraded. A new helipad will be built at Ballarat Base
Hospital.
Establishment of Mobile Intensive Care Ambulance Single Responder Units (MICA SRUs) is also well underway
with four of the ten units scheduled to commence in April 2011.
Additional non-emergency patient transport (NEPT) services have already been established in Bendigo (2 crews),
Ballarat, Geelong and Wodonga. Additional crews with be operational in Seymour, Geelong and Ballarat by July
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this year. This initiative not only improves NEPT services, it increases the capacity of paramedics in those rural
locations to respond to emergency call-outs.
The Baillieu Government is committed to reforming reporting and increasing transparency to enable Victorians to
assess for themselves ambulance service performance. Additional information will be made available in the coming
months.
Daniel Andrews botched the merger that created Ambulance Victoria; and the Code 1 response time target were
not met once during Labor’s 11 years in office.
The Baillieu Government is committed to fixing Ambulance Victoria and giving Victorian patients and paramedics
the support they deserve.

Rail: Wendouree
Raised with:

Minister for Public Transport

Raised by:

Ms Pulford

Raised on:

21 December 2010

REPLY:
In line with the Government’s election commitment, the Department of Transport is now working closely with
V/Line to assess the requirements for extending all Ballarat trains to Wendouree from first service to last, seven
days per week.
All works will be properly and adequately funded.

Racing: Regional Racing Infrastructure Fund
Raised with:

Minister for Racing

Raised by:

Hon. M. P. Pakula

Raised on:

21 December 2010

REPLY:
I refer to the matter raised in relation to the Regional Racing Infrastructure Fund. You have sought my assurances
with respect to the future of the Regional Racing Infrastructure.
As you would be aware, the Baillieu Coalition Government has committed to support the ongoing development of
the Victorian racing industry through:
– a commitment that post 2012 wagering licence arrangements will be no less favourable for the racing industry
for the entire term of the licence;
– the return of unclaimed wagering dividends to the racing industry to boost Victorian breeding industries and
improve racetracks; and
– the return of on-course wagering taxes to the racing industry to promote racing and increase on-course
attendance.
These positive initiatives have been widely welcomed by Victorian racing stakeholders.
In addition I can confirm our commitment to the continuation of the Regional Racing Infrastructure Fund until its
scheduled expiry in 2012.
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Thank you for bringing this matter to my attention.

Planning: Dandenong development
Raised with:

Minister for Planning

Raised by:

Mr Somyurek

Raised on:

21 December 2010

REPLY:
The Coalition Government supports the urban development in Dandenong. Much of the State’s funding of some
$300 million has already been spent or committed.
The focus of current and future work of VicUrban in Dandenong is on business attraction and private investment.
The combination of public and private sector investment will contribute to continued improvements in the hub of
Central Dandenong into the future.
The Government will be examining improvements in delivering urban development projects with the establishment
of the Urban Renewal Authority.
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WRITTEN ADJOURNMENT RESPONSES
Responses have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the
appropriate ministers.

Wednesday, 9 February 2011
Water: government election commitments
Raised with:

Minister for Water

Raised by:

Mr Lenders

Raised on:

21 December 2010

REPLY:
The Government’s Living Victoria policy states that the MAC will report to Government on the planning,
regulation, pricing and legislative change and Government management required to achieve the objectives of
Living Victoria.
In undertaking this important work for Victoria, the MAC will need to consider a wide range of information and
engage with key stakeholders across the community, including the water industry, Local Government, State
Government, and environmental and community groups. I have asked the Chairperson of the MAC to keep me
closely apprised of progress as the MAC undertakes the development of the Roadmap.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporated from the notice paper of the Legislative Council.
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the appropriate ministers.
The portfolio of the minister answering the question on notice starts each heading.

Tuesday, 8 February 2011
Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Alpine
1.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Alpine Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — rural city of Ararat
2.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Ararat Rural City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Ballarat
3.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Ballarat City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
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Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Banyule
4.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Banyule City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.
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Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Bass Coast
5.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Bass Coast Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Baw Baw
6.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Baw Baw Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
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The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Bayside
7.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Bayside City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.
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The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — rural city of Benalla
8.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Benalla Rural City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Boroondara
9.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Boroondara City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
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In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Brimbank
10.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Brimbank City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.
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3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Buloke
11.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Buloke Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Campaspe
12.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Campaspe Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Cardinia
13.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Cardinia Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
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1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Casey
14.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Casey City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million in
capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Central Goldfields
15.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Central Goldfields Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
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$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.
ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Colac Otway
16.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Colac Otway Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
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As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Corangamite
17.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Corangamite Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.
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Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Darebin
18.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Darebin City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of East Gippsland
19.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the East Gippsland Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
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The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Frankston
20.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Frankston City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.
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The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Gannawarra
21.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Gannawarra Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Glen Eira
22.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Glen Eira City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
222

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 8 February 2011

In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Glenelg
23.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Glenelg Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.
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Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Golden Plains
24.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Golden Plains Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Greater Bendigo
25.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Greater Bendigo City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Greater Dandenong
26.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Greater Dandenong City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
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1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Greater Geelong
27.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Greater Geelong City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Greater Shepparton
28.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Greater Shepparton City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
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$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.
ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Hepburn
29.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Hepburn Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Tuesday, 8 February 2011

COUNCIL

227

As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Hindmarsh
30.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Hindmarsh Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.
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Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Hobsons Bay
31.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Hobsons Bay City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — rural city of Horsham
32.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Horsham Rural City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
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The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Hume
33.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Hume City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million in
capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.
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The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Indigo
34.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Indigo Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Kingston
35.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Kingston City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
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In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Knox
36.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Knox City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million in
capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
232

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 8 February 2011

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Latrobe
37.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Latrobe City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Loddon
38.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Loddon Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Macedon Ranges
39.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Macedon Ranges Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
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1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Manningham
40.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Manningham City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Mansfield
41.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Mansfield Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
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$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.
ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Maribyrnong
42.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Maribyrnong City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
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As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.
Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Maroondah
43.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Maroondah City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.
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Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Melbourne
44.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Melbourne City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Melton
45.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Melton Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
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The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — rural city of Mildura
46.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Mildura Rural City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.
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The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Mitchell
47.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Mitchell Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Moira
48.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Moira Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million in
capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
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In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Monash
49.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Monash City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.
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Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Moonee Valley
50.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Moonee Valley City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Moorabool
51.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Moorabool Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Moreland
52.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Moreland City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
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1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Mornington Peninsula
53.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an
additional $15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital
Program meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Mount Alexander
54.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Mount Alexander Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
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$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.
ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Moyne
55.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Moyne Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
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As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Murrindindi
56.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Murrindindi Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.
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Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Nillumbik
57.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Nillumbik Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Northern Grampians
58.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Northern Grampians Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
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The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Port Phillip
59.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Port Phillip City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.
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The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Pyrenees
60.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Pyrenees Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — borough of Queenscliffe
61.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Borough of Queenscliffe, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
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In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of South Gippsland
62.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the South Gippsland Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.
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3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Southern Grampians
63.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Southern Grampians Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Stonnington
64.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Stonnington City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Strathbogie
65.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Strathbogie Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
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1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Surf Coast
66.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Surf Coast Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — rural city of Swan Hill
67.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Swan Hill Rural City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
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$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.
ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Towong
68.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Towong Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million
in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
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As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — rural city of Wangaratta
69.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Wangaratta Rural City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.
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Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Warrnambool
70.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Warrnambool City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Wellington
71.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Wellington Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
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The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of West Wimmera
72.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the West Wimmera Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.
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The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Whitehorse
73.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Whitehorse City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Whittlesea
74.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Whittlesea City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
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In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Wodonga
75.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Wodonga City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.
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Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Wyndham
76.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Wyndham City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — city of Yarra
77.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Yarra City Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional $15 million in
capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program meet the
growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Yarra Ranges
78.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Yarra Ranges Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
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1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Children and early childhood development: kindergartens — shire of Yarriambiack
79.

MS MIKAKOS — To ask the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development: In relation to
the Yarriambiack Shire Council, how will the Government’s election policy of only an additional
$15 million in capital funding over the next four years under the Children’s Facilities Capital Program
meet the growing demand for kindergarten places.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Unfortunately the effects of the Brumby government’s failure to adequately plan for both the baby boom and the
impacts of new policy commitments such as the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education will be felt for
some time.
In 2007 Federal Labor made an election commitment to implement Universal Access to 15 hours of kindergarten
for all children in the year before school.
The Brumby government agreed to adopt this federal policy without assessing the capacity of services to deliver
the additional hours and without securing adequate funding from the Commonwealth to provide the necessary
infrastructure and cover the cost of providing the additional program hours.
As a result this commitment is placing significant pressure on services to meet demand as well as having the
potential to displace other valuable programs such as three year old kindergarten programs and play groups.
Victoria’s approach in the first years of implementing the National Partnership on Early Childhood Education is
intended to:
1.

Facilitate detailed planning to assess the capacity for the implementation of universal access within
municipalities which responds to the unique needs of local communities.

2.

Pilot a range of service delivery models. Thirty-five services are currently piloting innovative approaches in a
range of settings to implement 15 hours of kindergarten for all children in the year before school.

3.

Seek full funding from the Commonwealth government for the commitment to provide 15 hours of early
childhood education.

The $15 million in capital funding will be important in addressing these needs, and further funding consideration
will be informed by the information gathered through these activities.

Attorney-General: Magistrates Court — judicial registrar
94.

MS PENNICUIK — To ask the Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations (for the
Attorney-General): Has there been an independent evaluation of the judicial registrar in the Magistrates
Court; if so, is it publicly available.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
There has not been an independent evaluation of the office of judicial registrar in the Magistrates’ Court.

Sport and recreation: Icehouse — access
96.

MS PENNICUIK — To ask the Minister for Housing (for the Minister for Sport and Recreation):
(1)
(2)

What is the rationale behind the exclusion of members of the Victorian Professional Skating
Association from training elite figure skaters at the Icehouse skating rink.
What conditions, if any, were imposed by the former Minister on the management of the Icehouse
with regard to skaters’ access to its facilities.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Icehouse was constructed as a venue to cater for national and international level ice sports including curling,
figure skating, ice hockey and speed skating as well as recreational skating.
The facility was required to enter into agreements with the Olympic Winter Institute of Australia (OWIA) and Ice
Sports Victoria as well as engage with Ice Hockey Australia, Ice Hockey Victoria, Ice Skating Victoria [figure
skating], the Victorian Curling Association and the Victorian Ice Racing Association [speed skating] in relation to
their access and use of the Icehouse.
The OWIA has based its administration and training programs for ice sports at the Icehouse to facilitate training
access for elite and high level skaters and coaches for the Sochi 2014 Olympics and beyond.
The Icehouse has also worked in partnership with Ice Sports Victoria, Ice Sports Australia and the OWIA to
develop its Skate School program. This program creates pathways for Victoria’s beginner level ice sport
participants through to OWIA’s high performance and Olympic Programs.
Victoria’s ice sports associations have been provided with training times at the Icehouse to provide opportunities
for Victoria’s elite participants as well as grass roots ice sports clubs and members to train and compete at a world
class Olympic Training Centre.
I understand the Victorian Professional Skating Association (VPSA) is an unincorporated organisation of
professional figure skating coaches. VPSA coaches do have the opportunity to access facilities at the Icehouse to
coach their elite figure skaters under a policy developed by the Icehouse’s operational manager, Grollo Leisure
Tourism.
I am advised that the Elite Athlete Development Policy provides a process for high-level athletes approved by Ice
Skating Victoria and Ice Skating Australia, and the athlete’s nominated coach (which may be a VPSA member), to
train and utilise the facilities at the Icehouse. The policy stipulates that coaches undergo a short briefing to educate
them on the mission, vision and values of the Icehouse and that the venue handles all transactions in relation to the
conduct of the coaching sessions.
I am also advised that no management restrictions have been imposed on the Icehouse by government in relation to
access to the facilities by skaters.
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