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Thursday, 20 May 2021
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair at 12.03 pm and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER (12:03): We acknowledge the traditional Aboriginal owners of the land on which
we are meeting. We pay our respects to them, their culture, their elders past, present and future and
elders from other communities who may be here today.
Condolences
FRANCIS ‘FRANK’ PATRICK SHEEHAN, OAM
The SPEAKER (12:04): Order! Members, I wish to advise the house of the death of Francis
‘Frank’ Patrick Sheehan, OAM, member of the Legislative Assembly for the district of Ballarat South
from 3 April 1982 to 2 October 1992. I ask members to rise in their places as a mark of respect to the
memory of the deceased.
Members stood in their places.
The SPEAKER: Thank you, members. I will convey a message of sympathy from the house to
the relatives of the late Frank Sheehan, OAM.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
ROYAL COMMISSION INTO THE CASINO OPERATOR AND LICENCE
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (12:05): My question is to the minister for gaming. On Monday counsel
assisting the Crown royal commission said 78 000 documents have been produced, including 13 000
dumped by Crown last Friday. With less than three months to report, the royal commission now needs
to examine more than 1000 documents a day. Will the minister finally admit that the government has
deliberately not given the royal commission enough time to do its job?
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:06): I thank the member for
her question, and could I just point out that I will be guided by the royal commissioner, and the royal
commissioner has not asked for an extension.
Members interjecting.
Ms HORNE: If you are interested in letting me finish—I appreciate that we have got chief justice
over here, but let me be clear: the royal commissioner has not asked for an extension of time.
Members interjecting.
The CHAIR: Order! I remind members to address their remarks through the Chair and not to
interject across the table.
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (12:06): On Tuesday the Crown royal commission heard evidence that Crown
threatened to call the minister when the gaming regulator tried to get the company to improve its antimoney laundering protocols. Since her appointment, how many times has the minister met with Crown
representatives?
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:07): Again, I thank the member
for her question, and let us be really clear here. This is a government that has undertaken the royal
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commission. We established the royal commission into Crown. And since the royal commission was
established, I have not met with Crown at all.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: MENTAL HEALTH IN SCHOOLS PROGRAM
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for Mental Health) (12:07): I rise to
update the house on the mental health reform that the Andrews Labor government is delivering in
schools. This morning I announced a $277 million package of new support for schools, ensuring
mental health and wellbeing is a core part of a student’s experience. The Royal Commission into
Victoria’s Mental Health System made it clear through recommendation 17 that schools must have
greater access to evidence-based programs and support, backed with more funding to meet the mental
health and wellbeing needs of students. This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to reform mental
health and wellbeing across our school system.
Central to this reform is a $200 million new School Mental Health Fund and menu. The fund will
significantly increase the number of health and wellbeing professionals supporting our schools—
approximately 1040 new jobs. We are rolling out the fund first to every single government school in
rural and regional Victoria, delivering on the royal commission’s recommendation that rural and
regional schools should be prioritised. That is 165 000 students who will benefit from this new fund
next year. We will then roll out the fund to all government metropolitan schools and 646 000 students
over 2023 and 2024.
Underpinning the fund will be an evidence-based menu to give schools confidence in purchasing
programs and interventions that will meet their needs and the needs of their kids. Schools will be able
to draw from a range of measures proven to work, from the positive education model to therapy dogs
to arts therapy to mental health training for staff. Schools will also be able to use their funding to
engage more mental health wellbeing staff to further support their students. We are also going to
expand the mental health pilot in primary schools to 100 schools in 2022. We are building our mental
health system from the ground up, and we are putting schools at the very centre of our response.
CHILD PROTECTION
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (12:10): My question is to the Minister for Child Protection. Police have been
called in to investigate six Victorian child protection workers. They are among 19 child protection
workers either sacked or forced to resign over serious breaches since 2018. Were these six child
protection workers who are under criminal investigation working directly with vulnerable families and
children?
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers) (12:10): I thank the member for the question. As the member would be aware, we
are talking about people with incredible vulnerabilities, incredible difficulties, and it is an incredibly
hard work area for those child protection workers. As the member would be aware, there has been a
substantial increase in the number of child protection workers we have funded since we have come to
government. But let us be very clear: if we find that child protection workers are not acting
appropriately and there are complaints, we take each one of these incredibly seriously. From time to
time complaints are made about our child protection workers, and the department, as I was saying,
takes these very seriously. In 2018–19 six child protection practitioners were stood down due to
disciplinary action. Of these six, three subsequently had their employment terminated, two received a
warning or counselling and one resigned. So it is pretty obvious that the department has investigated
them, ensured that those complaints were dealt with and did it appropriately.
Ms Ryan: On a point of order, Speaker, I appreciate the background that the minister went to, but
the question was quite narrow and specific in asking whether those six child protection workers were
indeed working with vulnerable children and families.
The SPEAKER: Order! I think the minister has concluded his answer.
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Ms RYAN (Euroa) (12:12): Can the minister guarantee that none of these child protection officers
are under police investigation for crimes against children?
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers) (12:12): I thank the member for her question. As I indicated earlier, action was
taken by the department in relation to investigating the actions or otherwise. As I indicated at the time,
three had their employment terminated, two received a warning or counselling and one resigned, and
that is the information that I have provided—
Ms Ryan: On a point of order, Speaker, I just I guess renew the question that I was asking. This is
an incredibly serious matter—incredibly serious. It goes to the heart of the state’s responsibility to
children and young people—
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! I understand the member’s point—
Ms Ryan: I would ask the minister to come back to answering that question.
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is being relevant to the question that was asked.
Mr Wells: On a further point of order, Speaker, the minister is clearly reading from a document. I
would ask you for him to table that document.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! Was the minister reading from a document or referring to notes? The
minister was referring to notes. The minister to come back to answering the question.
Mr DONNELLAN: Thank you. As I indicated to the—
A member interjected.
Mr DONNELLAN: Why would I leave them to you? As I indicated, the department undertook
those investigations. In terms of police, they are investigations police undertake, but they are not
undertaken by the department.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services, Minister for
Equality) (12:14): I rise today to update the house on a recent announcement that the government made
as to an investment of $759 million to make sure that our ambulance service, our health services,
respond to the unprecedented challenges that they are facing. But before I do that, I just want to thank
our healthcare workers and their representatives for the extraordinary effort that they have put in every
day but particularly over the last 18 months of unprecedented demand. Our nurses, whether it is in our
emergency departments, our vaccination sites, our testing sites; our doctors; our paramedics; our allied
health professionals; our cleaners; our cooks—the entire ecology of our public health system has been
tested like at no other time in our history.
But it has caused us to reflect that today, being the 83rd continuous day on which there has been no
COVID community transmission in Victoria, has not come by accident. It has come by an enormous
amount of effort and a change in which we have seen demand play out in our public health system and
our ambulance services in particular—an issue that has transcended all states and territories. I was very
pleased to learn from the Acting Premier that the Prime Minister has agreed that the national crisis that
is now facing our public health system will be an agenda item at the next national cabinet meeting,
because all states and territories are facing the same set of challenges. Having switched back on our
public health system, we have seen demand roar back like at no other time. We have seen levels of
demand increase and the level of acuity increase, and our health service has responded.
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BENDIGO–ECHUCA RAIL LINE
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (12:16): My question is to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure. Yesterday
the government finally admitted to northern Victorian residents that the Bendigo–Echuca line upgrade
is now running nearly two years late. The federal government handed the Victorian government ninetenths of the money required to undertake the project. All the minister had to do was deliver it. How
has yet another project on this minister’s watch gone so incredibly wrong?
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop) (12:16): I am absolutely delighted to talk about the announcement that
we made yesterday. The member for Euroa asked me a question about the announcement I made
yesterday, and I intend to take a lot of time now to tell the member for Euroa all about that
announcement. What I announced yesterday—
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! I understand people are having a good time at question time today, but
please, I need to be able to hear the minister’s answer.
Ms ALLAN: What I announced yesterday was the delivery of the Bendigo–Echuca line upgrade
and the delivery of three new train stations for the country communities of Raywood, Goornong and
Huntly. That is what I announced yesterday, and the delivery of those three new stations is well and
truly on track. Goornong is a little country community north of Bendigo. Their train station closed
decades ago.
A member: Who closed it?
Ms ALLAN: Probably a Liberal government. A Liberal government closed that, and it has taken
the Andrews Labor government to bring train services back to those communities. I was proud to join
yesterday with local council representatives and, importantly, the local community, who talked with
pride and passion about what the return of train services to those towns means for them, means for
their kids and means for the future of their community. This is all part of the upgrade of the Bendigo–
Echuca line. And I will tell you what: it was never upgraded under a Liberal–National government.
The member for Murray Plains—he has held that piece of real estate for a really long time—we never
heard boo from a goose from the member for Murray Plains about the upgrade of the Bendigo–Echuca
line. I will acknowledge it took a Labor government and a Labor minister and a Labor Premier to take
this project to the federal government. I will acknowledge the partnership that I reached with the
former federal infrastructure minister. There have been a few—I think I am up to about seven or
eight—but it was Darren Chester, the member for Gippsland, who worked with me because he
understood the failure of his state colleagues. He understood that his state National Party colleagues
have been silent on an upgrade to the Echuca line. They have abandoned an upgrade to the Echuca
line, and it has taken a Labor government to upgrade the Bendigo–Echuca line. You know, I will finish
on this point: the reason why we upgrade these lines is to bring more train services to country
communities. The Echuca line will bring more train services to Echuca, in stark contrast to those who
cut services when they were in government.
Mr Guy: On a point of order, Speaker, to assist the minister, so that she does not mislead the house,
the department’s own website shows that passenger rail services were reinstated in 1996—
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bulleen will resume his seat.
Mr Guy: and shoved to a bus in 2004 under Labor.
The SPEAKER: The member for Bulleen will resume his seat!
Members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER: Order! I warn members, and I have warned them previously, that raising points
of order that are not—
Mr Guy interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bulleen will leave the chamber for the period of 1 hour.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bulleen will leave the chamber for the period of
90 minutes.
Member for Bulleen withdrew from chamber.
The SPEAKER: I am not going to have members shouting when I am trying to rule on a point of
order. There is no point of order, and members should be wary about making points of order that are
no attempt at all at a legitimate point of order. There are appropriate forms for people to take up issues
when they want to raise issues of accuracy. Member for Euroa.
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (12:21): Thank you, Speaker. Thank you for calling me, Speaker. I appreciate
it. The minister has claimed that the government plans to triple the number of passenger services to
Echuca. When will this occur?
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop) (12:21): Clearly the member for Euroa did not get to that part of the press
release that was released yesterday. I should note that it was a press release that was jointly issued by
myself and the Deputy Prime Minister. It continues the partnership of program we have got in Echuca
with the Echuca–Moama bridge—another failure of the former Liberal-National government to
deliver a project for Echuca—that we are delivering in partnership with the federal government.
Ms Ryan: On a point of order, Speaker, just on relevance. A very narrow question: the government
has claimed that it plans to triple passenger services to Echuca; when will it occur? A date would be
good.
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is being relevant to the question that has been asked.
Ms ALLAN: I answered this yesterday with the local media when I was standing in Goornong,
where a train station has not existed for decades, despite the misleading claim from the member of
Bulleen. And I indicated yesterday that the works on the Echuca line are due to be concluded by the
end of next year, and then, once that work is completed, it will be over to the Minister for Public
Transport as he operationalises the track and gets the extra services running, and that is expected to be
in early 2023.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: YOO-RROOK JUSTICE COMMISSION
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong—Minister for Prevention of Family Violence, Minister for Women,
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:23): For generations Aboriginal people have been calling for a
true reckoning with our past so that we can build a brighter future together. This is why last year the
Andrews government committed to a nation-leading truth and justice process that will investigate both
historic and contemporary injustices perpetrated against Aboriginal Victorians.
Last Friday I joined the Acting Premier and the co-chairs of the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria
on the banks of the Merri Creek to announce the appointment of five commissioners of the Yoo-rrook
Justice Commission. These commissioners, five extraordinary Australians, were recommended by an
Aboriginal-led panel with a unique public feedback mechanism that meant that community was able
to have a say too. The commission will be chaired by Wergaia elder Professor Eleanor Bourke, who
will be joined by Dr Wayne Atkinson, Ms Sue-Anne Hunter, Distinguished Professor Maggie Walter
and former Supreme Court judge Professor Kevin Bell. Four of the five of these commissioners are
Aboriginal, two are elders and three are Victorian traditional owners, and they collectively bring with
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them broad expertise in history, land rights, systemic disadvantage, sociology, law, trauma and
healing, among many other things. They will make recommendations for institutional and legal reform
to address contemporary injustices in a holistic way, acknowledging the interconnectedness of our
systems and the unequal outcomes that have for far too long been a feature of them. Importantly, the
work of the commission will be supported by $58 million over the next three years.
This is a watershed moment for our state. Yoo-rrook is an opportunity for all Victorians to hear the
truth about the impacts of colonisation across generations right up to this very day, an opportunity to
better understand the dispossession, the destruction of culture, the violence and the silence. And this
is critical, because without truth there can be no treaty, and without treaty there can be no justice. We
know that truth telling must be met by truth listening, and the government is listening, and we want
every single Victorian to be a part of this journey too.
MILDURA BASE PUBLIC HOSPITAL
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (12:25): This question is to the Minister for Health and is on behalf of
the Independent member for Mildura, who is having a COVID test today and cannot be here but
remains passionate about her community and its representation. On 15 September 2020 the
government brought Mildura Base Hospital back into public hands, and the community has not looked
back. Recruitment is booming, staff morale is high and the community feels valued. But the work is
only half done. The next job is to build a world-class hospital. What is the government prepared to do
to assist the Mildura community in making this happen?
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services, Minister for
Equality) (12:26): I am sure I speak for all honourable members when I ask the honourable member
for Shepparton to pass on our best wishes to the Independent member for Mildura and wish her a
speedy recovery.
The return of the Mildura public hospital to the Mildura community was a milestone effort. Just to
refresh the honourable members in the house, this was a hospital—a public hospital—that was
privatised by the Kennett Liberal government in the 1990s and was reprivatised by the NapthineBaillieu governments and their treasurer. That group essentially abandoned the Mildura hospital. So it
was a great, great day last year when that hospital returned to public hands, and I want to thank
particularly the CEO, Terry Welch, and the chair, Mary Rydberg, for the great leadership that they
have shown in returning the hospital to its community.
As part of that I think the most important part of the answer to the honourable member’s question goes
to the work that we put in in developing the service plan as to just what is the future of that hospital in
terms of its people, its infrastructure and its service delivery to the people of the northern Mallee and
Mildura in particular. I have worked closely with the local community and the board and the staff and
the CEO and the team, and that service plan is coming along very nicely. I was very pleased to see
that as a result of the 2020 budget we were able to invest $8.86 million from the Regional Health
Infrastructure Fund to deliver an intensive care unit, a new paediatric ward and a replacement of the
operating theatre in that hospital. I know that there will be more to be done as that service delivery
plan, with the backing of the community, comes to the solution as to just where, in a health network
approach, we have the outcome that the honourable member discusses in her question, because we
know that the infrastructure spend that this government has made and will continue to make in public
hospitals, whether they be in the centre of Melbourne or in Mildura or anywhere across the state, is
critical to the recovery of not just those regional communities in particular but in making sure that
public health stays just that. We know that the service delivery plans—the engagement particularly in
our regional centres and the public hospitals they have—are the key to making sure that community
confidence and support stays there. We know there is more infrastructure work to be done in that
community, and this is a Labor government that will get on and deliver it.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (12:29): The member for Mildura states that the building is woefully
inadequate, doctors and nurses compete for space in overcrowded workplaces, parking is woeful and
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patients lack privacy in dormitory-style rooms. Would the minister be willing to visit the hospital and
meet with the local member and with managers, staff and patients to address this matter urgently?
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services, Minister for
Equality) (12:29): If I could thank again the honourable member for Mildura and the member for
Shepparton for that question. I in fact visited the Mildura hospital on a number of occasions as the
Minister for Mental Health as it turns out when it was in private hands. It was, shall we say, not a
surprise, when the facility returned to its community’s hands, that assessments were made as to the
lack of priority between reinvesting in that hospital by its private sector owner as opposed to its priority
being a return to investors. I think we saw that in some of the areas that the honourable member’s
question went to in regard to its relative infrastructure provisions. We know that through the service
delivery plan and through the assessments that are being undertaken now by the community that there
is more to do, and I very much look forward to a visit to Mildura— (Time expired)
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: GREENING THE WEST
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (12:30): I rise to update the house on our $5 million investment to create new green
canopies across Melbourne’s western suburbs. Just last week I joined the Acting Premier and the
member for Tarneit at Moondara Park to plant the first of 500 000 trees that we will deliver over the
next two years right across the western suburbs. These trees will play such an important role in the
west, creating cooler spaces for families to play, providing vital habitats for our biodiversity and of
course helping us meet our ambitious target to halve our emissions by 2030. The Planning Institute of
Australia called this a ‘great result’ because they know that trees are a vital ingredient in creating
sustainable, livable neighbourhoods.
We know that for too long the western suburbs have lagged behind in the creation of tree cover, with
the west experiencing the greatest urban heat island effect of any area across metropolitan Melbourne.
That is why our announcement is so important, and the communities across the west could not be
happier—whether it is the members for Footscray and Williamstown, who know the vital role that
trees can play in improving our western suburbs, or the members for Sydenham, Tarneit, Werribee
and Altona, who know how great trees are in supporting our new suburbs as the city grows. The
members for St Albans, Melton and Kororoit welcome this announcement, because they know that a
great way that we can combat the urban heat island effect is by getting more trees in the ground, which
is exactly what we are doing. These trees are an investment in the future of our city. They will grow
with the new generations that are putting down roots in our new suburbs, and they will make sure that
the west remains a wonderful place to live for many, many generations to come.
WEST GATE TUNNEL SOIL
Ms VALLENCE (Evelyn) (12:32): My question is to the Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change. This morning hundreds of residents from Bulla, Sunbury and Bacchus Marsh stood
on the steps of this Parliament, the people’s Parliament, protesting the Andrews Labor government’s
plan to dump toxic PFAS soil near their homes. How many thousands of tonnes of toxic tunnel spoil
will this Labor government dump on their communities?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (12:33): I thank the member for their question. As the member should know, these
matters are to be decided in terms of where any spoil may end up being located safely within the EPA’s
strict regulations, and any member of the community can be assured that the EPA has a very strong
and rigorous process in assessing any potential suitable sites for the receipt of any materials that may
need to be stored as a result of this project or indeed any project.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister has concluded her answer.
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Ms VALLENCE (Evelyn) (12:34): So the government—
Mr Edbrooke interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Frankston can leave the chamber for the period of 1 hour.
Member for Frankston withdrew from chamber.
Ms VALLENCE: A shame that there was no answer to that very narrow substantive question. The
government has exempted the tunnel contractors from paying any landfill levy to dump this toxic soil.
How much is it going to cost the Victorian taxpayers to dump this toxic PFAS spoil?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (12:34): I thank the member for the supplementary question. These are matters for
the proponents of any projects. Quantums and any related costs that may come as a result of quantums
are purely a matter for the proponent of the projects, and that is where the liability and the answer
should actually be directed.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the minister is debating the question. It was a
government decision to exempt it from this landfill levy. What is the cost to taxpayers of that decision
to exempt? It is the minister’s answer that is required.
The SPEAKER: Order! Points of order are not an opportunity to debate the answer. The minister
has concluded her answer.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: TRAIN UPGRADES
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety)
(12:35): I rise to update the house on the actions the Andrews Labor government is taking to deliver
new trains across Victoria. I was delighted to be with the Acting Premier, the member for Wendouree
and the member for Buninyong earlier this week to announce new trains made in Victoria by
Victorians for Victorians. It was a very proud moment at the Ballarat workshops: $986 million for
25 new X’trapolis 2.0 trains, 750 jobs right across our state supporting our important manufacturing
supply chain industry and 150 jobs at Alstom, Ballarat. Alstom, Ballarat has been making trains since
1917. As the managing director said, it is not just a production site, it is an integral part of the local
community. That was from Mark Coxon, the managing director of Alstom. Generations of families—
fathers, sons, mothers and daughters—have called Alstom home, often working alongside each other,
supported by Labor governments for generations as well. It was a wonderful day. This new
X’trapolis 2.0 will be more accessible and will support the public disability sector. It will also be more
reliable and more energy efficient.
We will also support our fast-growing suburbs right across Victoria—people living along the
Craigieburn line, the Upfield line and the Frankston line. I think Daniel Bowen of the Public Transport
Users Association said it best when he said, ‘This is a good move’.
Mr Wells: On a point of order, Speaker, I have a number of unanswered questions which I would
like you to follow up, and I have had to raise this a number of times. We have question on notice 5412
to the Minister for Crime Prevention, which was due on 4 March; constituency question 5560 for the
Minister for Public Transport—that was due on 19 March; and constituency question 5749 for the
Minister for Resources, due on 15 April. I would ask you again to follow those up, please.
The SPEAKER: I thank the member for raising those matters. We will follow those up with the
relevant ministers.
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Constituency questions
MURRAY PLAINS ELECTORATE
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (12:37): (5851) My question is to the Minister for Housing, and it is
to ask him: is he aware of the social housing crisis for women and children fleeing domestic violence
in my electorate of Murray Plains? Right now I have two constituents, both on the run from severe
domestic violence, with nowhere to go, being shunted from motel to motel, and when these options
expire they have nowhere to go. This is not an issue for the next 10 years, this is a crisis today. These
constituents are on their way to being homeless because the minister’s overwhelmed social housing
system simply has nothing to offer these people. One of them and her seven-year-old daughter have
been shunted from pillar to post. This is the second time they have fled the same scenario. After the first
time she ended up returning to the abusive relationship because it was the only option left. This is not a
solution, this is a tragedy in the making, and I ask that the minister become informed of these issues.
BURWOOD ELECTORATE
Mr FOWLES (Burwood) (12:38): (5852) My question is directed to the Minister for Equality, and
I ask: what can the constituents of Burwood expect to see in the upcoming government LGBTQIA+
strategy? Our government believes that equality is not negotiable, and I am proud to say we have lived
up to those values every single day since being elected in 2014 and have delivered for LGBTQIA+
Victorians. We have banned harmful change or suppression practices, we are building the Victorian
Pride Centre, we have worked to reduce the stigma and shame around HIV, we have removed previous
convictions for homosexual activity, we have created the very first Minister for Equality in Australia
and we have made it easier for trans, gender-diverse and intersex Victorians to change their birth
certificates to reflect their true identity. Our state is better when we respect and celebrate, not just accept,
those who are different from us and those whose experiences we do not understand. Equality is not
negotiable; it never has been and never will be under an Andrews Labor government.
ROWVILLE ELECTORATE
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (12:39): (5853) My question is for the Minister for Transport Infrastructure.
Minister, when will the Rowville rail finally be funded? In 2019 the Morrison government pledged
$475 million towards planning a heavy rail link from Huntingdale to Rowville. Despite the incredible
offer, this Andrews government continues to dismiss the clear preference for heavy rail. Residents in
Rowville do not want a tram substitute and they do not want this new idea of a trackless tram. This
state government continues to ignore the very clear wants and needs of the constituents in my
electorate. I have had countless conversations with constituents who are fed up with not being heard
by this arrogant government, who only govern for the select few lucky areas.
HAWTHORN ELECTORATE
Mr KENNEDY (Hawthorn) (12:40): (5854) My question is for the Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation and concerns the review of the Retirement Villages Act 1986 currently
underway. The government published an options paper to which the community could respond and
provide feedback. Along with my colleagues Nina Taylor and the member for Mount Waverley I
recently visited Manningtree retirement village in my electorate of Hawthorn, where I made residents
aware of the review and sought their perspectives. Among the suggestions were clarifications in
language, obligations and alternative dispute resolution processes. My office in Hawthorn is collating
the feedback of Hawthorn residents, and I will detail these in a forthcoming letter to the minister. My
question is: when can the residents in retirement villages expect to hear the outcome?
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MORNINGTON ELECTORATE
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) (12:41): (5855) My question is for the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety. A recent survey I undertook in the electorate revealed—no surprise here—two main concerns
amongst constituents: dangerous intersections and congestion. On the dangerous intersections, there
were two main intersections mentioned, both on Racecourse Road in Mornington, at one end with
Bungower Road, which is a de facto arterial road, at the other end with Mornington-Tyabb Road,
which is an arterial road. Now, the main reason Bungower Road is a de facto arterial road is the poor
operating situation with Mornington-Tyabb Road. Little work has been undertaken on that road
beyond resheeting basically in living memory. It is in very, very poor condition, and the community
is very concerned about it, so I am keen to get some work started on it. I think the first important thing
is to find out what is the traffic volume, so the question I am seeking is: what are the most recent traffic
volumes on Mornington-Tyabb Road between Nepean Highway and Moorooduc Highway and
between Moorooduc Highway and Peninsula Link?
BUNINYONG ELECTORATE
Ms SETTLE (Buninyong) (12:42): (5856) My constituency question is for the Minister for Public
Transport. I ask: Minister, following this week’s amazing announcement that the Victorian budget
2021–22 will invest nearly $1 billion to build 25 brand new X’trapolis 2.0 trains at Alstom’s Ballarat
factory, can you tell me how this investment will benefit the whole of the Ballarat economy? The
X’trapolis will be designed and manufactured predominantly in Victoria and, as the minister said, built
by Victorians in Victoria for Victorians. It will have a local content requirement of at least 60 per cent.
These new trains will create at least 150 new jobs at Alstom’s Ballarat facility. There will be in
addition $13 million spent on upgrading the Ballarat facility. As we are aware, train manufacturing is
at the very heart of the Ballarat economy, and I would like to understand how this announcement will
benefit all.
SHEPPARTON ELECTORATE
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (12:43): (5857) Some constituents in my electorate have told me that they
are now homeschooling their children with autism spectrum disorder because they are not satisfied that
enough supports are in place for their children in mainstream schools. I have made inquiries about this,
and it really validates that there could be up to 280 or more children diagnosed with autism spectrum
disorder within primary schools in the Shepparton region. Will the minister undertake a review of the
number of children who are staying at home from school and their attendance rates—or non-attendance
rates—because parents feel that they are unsupported in the school system so that we can look to finding
a solution for these children and give them the education that they deserve?
The SPEAKER: That was for the Minister for Education?
Ms SHEED: The Minister for Education.
IVANHOE ELECTORATE
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (12:44): (5858) My constituency question is to the Minister for
Education and Acting Premier, and I seek the latest information on the relocation plans for the
Victorian School of Languages in Thornbury. I was a past employee of the Victorian School of
Languages before I entered this place. They do great work. I know principal Frank Merlino for very
many years has shown great leadership in the work that the VSL does in our community and in
promoting the study of languages right across Victoria in many of its satellite schools, but of course
he shows that leadership at the VSL. With the great investments the government is making in distance
education and the desire and the collaboration from the VSL to relocate, we are really keen to make
sure that we can continue to support their work, which for nearly 100 years has provided great support
to students learning languages in our Victorian schools. I commend that work and I look forward to
the update around the relocation arrangements for the VSL.
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BENAMBRA ELECTORATE
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) (12:45): (5859) My constituency question is to the Minister for
Community Sport. Minister, can you provide details of the number of applications for Get Active kids
vouchers from the Benambra district? Sporting clubs and associations have seen the number of
participants, particularly teenagers and even more particularly girls, drop off a cliff after the COVID
year of no sport. They say your Get Active kids vouchers have not worked. Only kids of pensioners
and concession card holders can get them, you have to pay the full amount before you get anything
back and it needs to be filled out online. On the border we see the differences between the New South
Wales system and the one that came on board in Victoria in February: New South Wales’ is much
simpler. I would urge the minister to have a look at this.
YAN YEAN ELECTORATE
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (12:46): (5860) My constituency question is to the Minister for Health. I
ask in relation to the community hospital to serve the needs of the City of Whittlesea: Minister, when
will the purchase of land be finalised and made public? During this constituency question I want to
place on record my thanks to the community reference group members of the community who have
had input into the design of the services plan for the community hospital, especially those with
longstanding experience of the needs of bushfire survivors; a number of health professionals, including
the CEO of DPV Health, Don Tidbury, and former CEO Phillip Bain; Ivan Peterson; members of the
local Aboriginal community; paramedics; and many others that have provided advice.
Bills
STATE TAXATION AND MENTAL HEALTH ACTS AMENDMENT BILL 2021
Introduction and first reading
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (12:47): I move:
That I introduce a bill for an act to amend the Duties Act 2000, the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000, the
Land Tax Act 2005, the Mental Health Act 2014 and the Payroll Tax Act 2007 and to make consequential
amendments to other acts and for other purposes.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
Ordered to be read second time later this day.
Documents
BUDGET PAPERS 2021–22
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (12:48): I table, by leave:
budget paper 1, ‘Treasurer’s Speech’;
budget paper 4, ‘State Capital Program’;
budget ‘Overview’;
budget information paper, ‘Rural and Regional’;
budget information paper, ‘Suburban’; and
budget information paper, ‘Gender Equality Budget Statement’.

Tabled.
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DOCUMENTS
Incorporated list as follows:
DOCUMENTS TABLED UNDER ACTS OF PARLIAMENT—The Clerk tabled the following
documents under Acts of Parliament:
Financial Management Act 1994:
2021–22 Budget Paper No 2—Strategy and Outlook
2021–22 Budget Paper No 3—Service Delivery
2021–22 Budget Paper No 5—Statement of Finances (incorporating Quarterly Financial Report
No 3)
Ombudsman—Investigation into how local councils respond to ratepayers in financial hardship—
Ordered to be published
Planning and Environment Act 1987—Notices of approval of amendments to the following Planning
Schemes:
Buloke—C42
Casey—C207 Part 1
East Gippsland—C151
Golden Plains—C95
Greater Bendigo—C265
Greater Geelong—C395, C410, C430
Greater Shepparton—C230
Hobsons Bay—C130
Loddon—C42
Manningham—C130
Mitchell—C139
Nillumbik—C134
Pyrenees—C48
Victoria Planning Provisions—VC198
Wodonga—C132
Yarra—C223
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008—Report to Parliament on the Extension of the Declaration of
the State of Emergency—14th Report
State Owned Enterprises Act 1992—Constitution of Breakthrough Victoria Pty Ltd under s 75
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008—SR 43
Surveillance Devices Act 1999—SR 42
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994:
Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rules 42, 43, 46
Documents under s 16B in relation to:
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981—Secretary Approval Pharmacist
Immuniser—SARS-COV-2 (COVID-19) Vaccine
Education and Training Reform Act 2006:
Ministerial Order No 1324—Amending Ministerial Order No 870—Child Safe Standards—
Managing the Risk of Abuse in Schools
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Ministerial Order No 1325—Amending Ministerial Order No 706—Anaphylaxis
Management in Victorian Schools
Great Ocean Road and Environs Protection Act 2020—Declaration of Great Ocean Road Coast
and Parks
Wildlife Act 1975—Wildlife (Prohibition of Game Hunting) Notice (Gazette G18, 6 May 2021).

Bills
CEMETERIES AND CREMATORIA AMENDMENT BILL 2021
DRUGS, POISONS AND CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES AMENDMENT BILL 2020
Council’s agreement
The SPEAKER (12:50): I have received messages from the Legislative Council agreeing to the
following bills without amendment: the Cemeteries and Crematoria Amendment Bill 2021 and the
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment Bill 2020.
CEMETERIES AND CREMATORIA AMENDMENT BILL 2021
DRUGS, POISONS AND CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES AMENDMENT BILL 2020
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2021
WORKPLACE INJURY REHABILITATION AND COMPENSATION AMENDMENT
(ARBITRATION) BILL 2021
Royal assent
The SPEAKER (12:50): I inform the house that the Governor has given royal assent to the
following bills: the Cemeteries and Crematoria Amendment Bill 2021, the Drugs, Poisons and
Controlled Substances Amendment Bill 2020, the Industrial Relations Legislation Amendment
Bill 2021 and the Workplace Injury Rehabilitation and Compensation Amendment (Arbitration)
Bill 2021.
CHILD WELLBEING AND SAFETY (CHILD SAFE STANDARDS COMPLIANCE AND
ENFORCEMENT) AMENDMENT BILL 2021
GAMBLING REGULATION AMENDMENT (WAGERING AND BETTING TAX) BILL
2021
Appropriation
The SPEAKER (12:51): I have received messages from the Governor recommending
appropriations for the purposes of the Child Wellbeing and Safety (Child Safe Standards Compliance
and Enforcement) Amendment Bill 2021 and the Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and
Betting Tax) Bill 2021.
APPROPRIATION (2021–2022) BILL 2021
Appropriation
The SPEAKER (12:51): I have received the following message from the Governor, accompanied
by the estimates:
In accordance with the requirements of section 63 of the Constitution Act 1975, the Governor recommends to
the Legislative Assembly that an appropriation be made from the Consolidated Fund for the purposes of a bill
for an act for the appropriation of certain sums out of the Consolidated Fund for the ordinary annual services
of the government for the financial year 2021–22 and for other purposes, and hereby transmits to the Legislative
Assembly estimates of the expenditure requiring annual appropriation in the financial year 2021–22.

Estimates tabled.
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Introduction and first reading
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (12:52): I move:
That I introduce a bill for an act for the appropriation of certain sums out of the Consolidated Fund for the
ordinary annual services of the government for the financial year 2021–22 and for other purposes.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time; under standing order 61(3)(a), ordered to be read second time immediately.
Statement of compatibility
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (12:57): In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities
Act 2006 I table a statement of compatibility for the Appropriation (2021–2022) Bill 2021.
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (Vic) (Charter
Act), I make this statement of compatibility with respect to the Appropriation (2021–2022) Bill 2021.
In my opinion, the Appropriation (2021–2022) Bill 2021, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is
compatible with the human rights protected by the Charter Act. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in
this statement.
Overview of Bill
The Appropriation (2021–2022) Bill 2021 will provide appropriation authority for payments from the
Consolidated Fund for the ordinary annual services of Government for the 2021–22 financial year.
The amounts contained in Schedule 1 to the Appropriation (2021–2022) Bill 2021 provide for the ongoing
operations of departments, including new output and asset investment funded through annual appropriation.
Human Rights Issues
1.

Human rights protected by the Charter Act that are relevant to the Bill

The Appropriation (2021–2022) Bill 2021 does not raise any human rights issues.
2.

Consideration of reasonable limitations—section 7(2)

As the Appropriation (2021–2022) Bill 2021 does not raise any human rights issues, it does not limit any
human rights and therefore it is not necessary to consider section 7(2) of the Charter Act.
Conclusion
I consider that the Appropriation (2021–2022) Bill 2021 is compatible with the Charter Act because it does
not raise any human rights issues.
TIM PALLAS MP
Treasurer

Second reading
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (12:57): I move:
That this bill now be read a second time.

I acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we are meeting and I pay my respects to
their elders, past and present, and the Aboriginal elders of other communities who may be here today.
Speaker, today I deliver the Victorian budget 2021–22, only six months after our last budget.
If 2020 was a year defined by anxiety and fear, this year in Victoria is defined by the relief and joy of
normal life resuming.
Workers are returning to offices, shops and restaurants.
Guests are arriving at parties and weddings.
Footy fans are packing into stadiums.
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Of course, we must also remain vigilant and follow the expert health advice to keep each other safe.
But there’s a new sense of freedom as we leave the house without wearing masks, meet with friends
and plan for a holiday.
Speaker, we know ourselves better after the pandemic.
When the crisis of our lifetime hit Victorians rose to it in ways that surprised us.
We checked on neighbours we’d never met.
We put up signs and thanked health workers.
We sat teddies in windows for passing kids, and we bought a bit extra at our struggling local shops.
We really cared about our communities.
We really looked after each other.
It might feel like the time for that has passed.
But it’s actually more important than ever that we keep looking after each other.
Because this isn’t over until it’s over for all of us.
The truth is that just as some of us had a tougher pandemic than others, some of us are having a tougher
recovery.
Speaker, the government wants no Victorian left behind.
And by supporting those still struggling, by delivering care where it’s needed most, we can create
thousands of jobs too.
Speaker, our economy is recovering—not tentatively, not gradually, but in an optimistic rush that
shows a heartfelt confidence in the future.
We’re on track to meet our goal to get an extra 400 000 Victorians back in work by 2025—in fact
we’ve already beaten our own interim goal of 200 000 jobs—nearly a year early.
Women—who suffered harsh job losses in 2020—were employed in 147 000 jobs between September
and March as female employment surged above pre-pandemic levels.
The proportion of workers under 30 in jobs has also recovered after a devastating fall, returning to
pre-pandemic levels and putting young lives back on track.
The workforce participation rate is at a record high.
Victoria’s economic growth has surged, with state final demand growing by a massive 6.8 per cent in
the December quarter—more than double the national average.
Gross state product is expected to increase by 6.5 per cent in 2021–22.
That’s well above Australia’s forecast 4.25 per cent GDP growth.
Speaker, if the engine of the Australian economy is roaring, it’s because Victoria put a tiger in its tank.
Victorian building approvals just hit a record high.
Business confidence is up.
Consumers are more confident than they have been in over a decade.
The Andrews Labor government’s successful history of sound and responsible public finances has
helped us bounce back quickly from the economic crisis.
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But there’s still more to do to ensure people aren’t left behind.
Speaker, the Andrews Labor government invested $49 billion in the last budget to support families
and businesses through the pandemic.
It was not the time to fixate on a surplus.
With interest rates at record lows we could borrow to protect jobs and drive a stronger recovery.
We laid out a clear fiscal plan:
Step 1: create jobs, reduce unemployment and restore economic growth;
Step 2: return to an operating cash surplus;
Step 3: return to operating surpluses;
Step 4: stabilise debt levels.
We have ticked off step 1, creating over 200 000 jobs and returning to strong economic growth.
This budget continues the hard work of step 2, with a forecast return to an operating cash surplus in
2022–23.
Contrast that with the commonwealth, who are forecasting an underlying cash balance deficit of
$99.3 billion in the same year.
While most of us struggled and endured enormous sacrifice last year, that struggle was not universal—
there were small sectors of our community who made significant profits out of the disruption.
Indeed, it’s fair to say there have been some big winners from the pandemic—and after a year defined
by widespread sacrifice, it’s only fair that they pay their share.
That’s why we will increase taxes on top-end property owners who have benefited from soaring real
estate prices.
To make sure that every single dollar we spend is supporting the services Victorians need, we will also
implement a program of initiatives focused on reprioritising government’s efforts.
We’re focused on helping those who need it the most—vulnerable Victorians, struggling small
businesses, job seekers and families.
While we are forecasting an operating deficit of $11.6 billion in 2021–22, that reduces to around
$2 billion in four years.
Our government’s strategy of making the tough decisions to put people first is working.
Nowhere is this more important than our mental health system.
Speaker, budgets talk a lot about money.
I want to pause for a moment and talk about feelings—the feelings expressed at the Royal Commission
into Victoria’s Mental Health System.
I want to talk about the misery of depression.
And the panic of anxiety, when the thoughts won’t stop circling.
I want to talk about the fear that a beloved child could self-harm.
And about the older blokes who bottle it up.
I want to talk about the young mums struggling, and wondering, ‘Should motherhood feel like this?’.
About the Victorians who self-medicate with drugs or alcohol.
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And about the grief for a childhood lost, felt by a young person caring for a mentally ill parent.
I want to talk about the courage it takes to walk into a hospital and to ask for help.
And the despair of hearing—there is nothing we can do for you.
Speaker, around half of Victorians experience a mental illness at some point in their lives.
Around one in five are struggling with it right now.
They are our children, parents, partners and friends.
They are us.
But in our worst moments we turn to a system which is clearly broken.
The royal commission heard heartbreaking stories from thousands of Victorians.
Victorians like Anna, the carer for her 27-year-old son Harold, diagnosed with schizophrenia.
She’s had nine long years struggling to get help for her boy.
And she’s terrified that one day, when she’s not around anymore, he’ll end up on the street.
Or take Kiba, only 22, now doing well but who attempted suicide in his teens.
Not just once, but multiple times, Speaker.
He went to his local emergency department for help.
Only to be told, ‘We wish we could, but there are no beds available’.
There are thousands of stories of heartbreak.
And many more stories of how our system fails.
We want to fix it. And we will.
If a Victorian needs support, we want a system that will catch them with both hands.
We want a solid foundation of experts, carers, beds, cutting-edge treatments and help in schools,
workplaces and hospitals.
We want early intervention, dedicated help for our kids, and care that’s actually available in our
communities.
We want people to know that in their worst moment, their state is there with them.
Imagine how that could change lives.
Thanks to the royal commission we have a blueprint of 65 recommendations for exactly how to make
this change.
And the time to act on that blueprint is right here and right now.
Speaker, as the late great Ruth Bader Ginsburg said, ‘Real change, enduring change, happens one step
at a time’.
And today we take a monumental step.
Last budget’s investment of $869 million was the single biggest mental health investment Victoria
had ever seen.
This budget builds on that and invests more than four times that amount.
We’ll reconstruct the system from the ground up with a record $3.8 billion.
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Speaker, this budget funds the first 20 new local services, bringing care to adults with moderate mental
illness before they reach crisis point.
We know that most mental illnesses emerge before age 25, making the early years critical.
So we’ll set up one stream of care for children up to age 11, and another for young people aged 12 to
25, as part of an $842 million investment.
We will target suicide prevention and response, with $173 million to save lives.
We’ll deliver 50 additional beds across five new youth prevention and recovery care units.
Our last budget funded over 9000 new social housing homes—including 2000 for Victorians living
with mental illness.
This budget reinforces those homes with wraparound mental health support, at $46 million.
Right now, it’s too hard for regional Victorians to get mental health care near their homes.
So three of our first six ‘front door’ sites will be in regional Victoria—Benalla, Latrobe Valley and
Greater Geelong. This will be in addition to new beds, new staff, new support.
We’re also supporting follow-up care and outreach services with nine new sites, including Bairnsdale,
Hamilton, Horsham, Echuca, Swan Hill, Wangaratta, Bass Coast, Central Gippsland and West
Gippsland.
Families and carers across the state are doing it tough. And they need our help.
It’s why we’re bringing it to them, with eight family-and-carer-led centres to offer targeted support,
respite and, perhaps most importantly, Speaker, connection.
We’re also increasing acute bed-based services with an investment of $370 million, so that in a mental
health crisis Victorians get the emergency support that they need.
As we do, Speaker, we’ll be supporting and creating jobs—3000 of them.
That means not only ensuring Victorians are getting the support they deserve, but ensuring more
people have the certainty of good, secure employment.
That idea is at the heart of this budget—ensuring every dollar of investment drives a double benefit.
Speaker, the brave Victorians who spoke to the royal commission made it clear that they wanted
change that would last.
For this reason, the commission recommended the government introduce a levy to protect a dedicated
revenue stream to support mental health funding well into the future.
The Andrews Labor government has committed to implementing every single one of the
commission’s recommendations.
That’s why we will establish a new mental health and wellbeing levy.
This levy will only apply to big businesses with more than $10 million in national wages.
It will affect less than 5 per cent of employers.
Revenue from this levy will be ring-fenced, protected solely for mental health.
Many big businesses have continued to profit through the pandemic—pocketing taxpayer subsidies
along the way.
We’re asking those businesses to help deliver a generational reform after one of the most mentally
taxing years of our lives.
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We’re asking those businesses to help out their community—our state—so no-one gets left behind.
We might think the cost of fixing this system is too great—but the cost of not fixing it is far greater.
The royal commission has estimated that the economic cost of poor mental health to Victoria is around
$14.2 billion each year.
This includes a cost of $1.9 billion a year to employers—mostly from lost productivity but also from
workplace injuries.
Improving our state’s mental health will help us all in so many ways, from boosting economic growth
to improving the quality of our lives.
Speaker, let’s move now from mental health to our broader health system.
Victoria is fortunate to have a cutting-edge healthcare system with an army of highly trained and
dedicated professionals.
They stood as our front line throughout the pandemic, reminding us how critical they are to our safety.
At the same time, the pandemic has had a lasting impact on our entire health system—as we’re seeing
right across Australia.
From Victorians who have deferred their regular check-ups and care to those unable to attend their
GPs as normal—it’s affecting our system and our health.
This budget delivers a further $7.1 billion to support our hospitals and health care.
It’s funding that will ensure top-class care and support new jobs.
That includes investing to manage the pandemic, with a further $1.3 billion to keep us safe.
From contact tracing to supporting the vaccination rollout, we are protecting Victorians.
We will also take the first step towards critical new mRNA vaccine manufacturing capability in
Victoria, with an initial $50 million.
We’re delivering $3.7 billion to strengthen our health system, including funding for more emergency
department staff and support for new wards.
And we’re expanding the future pipeline of Victoria’s healthcare workforce, with 200 000 additional
student placement days.
When you need care for a loved one, you need it right now.
That’s why we’ll deliver more paramedics, more triage care and more support staff for Ambulance
Victoria, as well as targeted funding to improve flow in our busy emergency departments and to open
new beds across the state.
For kids, going to hospital is scary enough—that’s why we’re creating emergency department
paediatric zones, with a family-friendly focus.
We’ll build these at University Hospital Geelong, and Maroondah, Casey, Northern and Frankston
hospitals.
And we’ll expand the Angliss Hospital, for residents in Melbourne’s east.
Speaker, regional Victorians deserve great health care without a lengthy commute.
We’ll develop a world-class hospital in Maryborough, complete with day surgery, birthing suites and
urgent care.
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We’re also funding hospitals at Philip Island and Torquay, as part of our commitment to build
10 community hospitals across our state.
Speaker, we believe people deserve the choice to have children, without paying excessive fees for
private IVF services.
This budget will give 4000 patients, each year, access to public fertility care, delivering on our
commitment to Victorians with $70 million.
This budget invests to ensure that on the very worst days of our lives, our world-class healthcare
workers can step up to deliver their very best.
Speaker, this is a government that wants to support people through life’s challenges.
But we also know it costs less to prevent those challenges from getting worse if you address them at
the first opportunity.
Early intervention is a smarter way to use public funds and help Victorians.
That’s why our response to the royal commission focuses on early action.
The government’s also committed to reforming how and when it delivers services to Victorians more
broadly, with a package of 10 early interventions focused on timely and effective help, cutting the
need for more serious interventions down the track.
One example is the tackling rough sleeping initiative, which prevents people at high risk of rough
sleeping from falling into chronic homelessness.
This program helps with housing, training, employment and improving social connections—all of
which reduce pressure on other acute services such as hospitals and police.
It’s an approach that improves lives and saves money, offering an expected return of $1.84 for every
$1 invested—that’s a brilliant use of public funds.
It’s an approach that links investment to measurable impacts—it’s common sense in action.
Speaker, this government’s passion for education has been central to every budget we’ve delivered.
Last year was a tough year for our kids.
Our November budget stepped in with a statewide tutoring program to help kids catch up.
We made a record $5.6 billion investment in education—upgrading more than 160 schools and
improving funding for students living with a disability.
This year our focus is firmly on student mental health and wellbeing.
The royal commission recognised the critical role schools play in mental health.
Based on their recommendations we’re bringing more wellbeing initiatives into our schools, taking
help right to where our kids spend their days.
We’ll expand the mental health in primary schools pilot to 100 sites, supporting 100 jobs at the same
time.
We’ll set up a new fund so schools can choose which mental health program best meets their particular
needs.
And we will support the Doctors in Secondary Schools program, giving eligible students access to
primary health care on campus.
Our kids deserve modern learning environments and room to grow.
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So we’ll build 13 brand new local schools.
That’s on top of the 15 new schools currently being built and the 14 schools and campuses we opened
earlier this year.
All up since we came to government, we’ve invested $10.9 billion in new or upgraded schools.
We know teachers are the bedrock of our education system.
That’s why we’re establishing the Victorian Academy of Teaching and Leadership, a centre of
teaching excellence.
Speaker, our youngest Victorians matter to us all.
And the research shows early learning improves a child’s outcomes for the rest of their life.
That’s why this budget continues the long-term roll-out of three-year-old kinder, with an investment
of $167 million.
This nation-leading reform will help families save money and support 6000 jobs for educators.
Speaker, this government is committed to a world-class TAFE and training system.
That’s why we are establishing the Victorian Skills Authority, to give students improved training
options with clearer pathways to jobs.
That’s good for our students’ future, and good for Victoria’s future.
Speaker, keeping women and children safe has been our priority from the start.
It’s the reason we set up the Royal Commission into Family Violence and why we’re implementing
every single one of its 227 recommendations.
This budget provides a further $354 million to support victim-survivors and stop family violence.
We will improve information sharing to prevent abuse and expand the network of specialist family
violence courts.
Building on our $1.4 billion investment last year, this budget provides a further $1.2 billion to help
keep vulnerable families together, with an expanded workforce including 246 new child protection
practitioners.
Not only will these investments improve the lives of children and families, they’ll support over a
thousand jobs in child protection and hundreds more across the family violence sector.
Speaker, we know we can’t undo history, but if we face up to it with courage, we can make a better
future.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have long called for treaty and self-determination.
The Andrews Labor government is leading the nation by working with the First Peoples’ Assembly
of Victoria.
This is a historic journey towards treaty.
But without truth, there can be no treaty.
That’s why we are also preparing for a truth and justice process that acknowledges the injustices faced
by Aboriginal Victorians.
This budget provides $448 million to directly support these processes, and the First Peoples of this
state.
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We are expanding Aboriginal wellbeing supports, investing in culturally safe care, and working to
improve education outcomes of Koori students in Victoria.
This is once again a record investment for Aboriginal Victorians by this state.
Speaker, from day one, the Andrews Labor government has been focused on creating jobs for
Victorians.
We know that work gives dignity, financial independence and security.
Last budget we put jobs for Victorians at the heart of our economic and social recovery.
The Jobs Plan we announced in November was big, ambitious and determined.
We set out to drive job creation across the state.
We provided tax incentives to encourage businesses to take on more staff.
We set up Jobs for Victoria, to match unemployed people with vacancies.
We are helping businesses employ at least 10 000 jobseekers, with the help of $250 million in wage
subsidies.
We committed $2 billion to the Breakthrough Victoria Fund to ensure our state remains competitive.
And we continued our clean energy investments to deliver cheaper power bills, while supporting
thousands of new jobs.
Take just one job success story—Cristina’s.
Cristina is one of 5600 tutors we hired to help make sure no student was left behind.
She helps kids in grades 3 and 4 at Clarinda Primary School to improve their literacy, as part of the
massive tutoring package we delivered in the last budget.
This was not just a huge boost to learning support for our kids after a tough year, it was also a huge
gain for female employment, with an estimated 80 per cent of these roles filled by women.
With this double-dividend investment, we’re supporting our students while providing meaningful
work for thousands more Victorians like Cristina.
Our Jobs Plan helped drive Victoria’s extraordinary recovery.
It is rebuilding people’s lives even as we rebuild the economy.
But we’re not taking our foot off the pedal—the investments in this budget will support an average of
38 000 jobs each year over the next four years.
Speaker, this state’s current success as an economic and jobs powerhouse owes a lot to Victoria’s Big
Build.
Victoria has the biggest infrastructure pipeline in the history of the state, and our building program
will have generated 177 000 jobs since 2014.
It’s a pipeline delivering generational, city-shaping projects like the Metro Tunnel, the North East Link
and the Melbourne Airport rail.
In the 2021–22 budget, more than $144 billion of state capital projects are either commencing or
underway.
Workers on the Big Build know that they are creating the roads, rail, public housing, hospitals and
schools of the future.
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They’re part of an intergenerational investment—economic and community assets that will benefit
our children and grandchildren.
But they’re also helping Victoria’s economic recovery right now.
Speaker, thousands of commuters rely on our trains every day to get around.
This cuts traffic and it helps the environment.
It’s why we’re building 25 new modern, fit-for-purpose trains.
Better still, those trains will be made right here in Victoria, with major works in Ballarat.
That supports close to 750 jobs.
For those in Melbourne’s south we’re taking the next step towards turn-up-and-go train services on
their doorstep.
We’ll upgrade the tracks at Caulfield station, enabling more trains and more frequent services, while
supporting around 600 jobs at the peak of construction.
This government is also removing Victoria’s most congested and dangerous level crossings.
With 46 done already, we’re on track to beat our own commitment to remove 50 level crossings by
next year.
Speaker, when it comes to creating jobs the Suburban Rail Loop will deliver at every stop.
This next-generation city-shaping project will link every major metropolitan rail line with a 90kilometre circuit.
We’re already doing the land acquisition, geotechnical work and precinct planning to make this project
a reality.
Outside the metropolitan area, regional Victorians want trains that take them to school, work and
holidays without delay.
That’s why we’re working hard to support V/Line’s reliability across this state, with a $613 million
investment so regional travellers can depend on their trains.
Speaker, we’re supporting our state’s great tourism industry, to help it bounce back from a uniquely
difficult year.
This budget will reaffirm Victoria as the best business destination in Australia, with $43 million for a
strong pipeline of business events.
We’ll rebuild Victoria’s brand as a holiday destination, with $55 million to highlight this state’s
incredible natural and cultural attractions.
We know the Black Summer bushfires have left scars—some you can see, some you can’t.
We’re continuing the bushfire recovery, with $104 million to help communities recuperate and move
forward.
And we’re working to reduce the impact of future bushfires, with $384 million for more skilled
firefighters and high-tech gear.
Speaker, Victoria is proud to be the creative capital of Australia.
That’s why we’ve invested $288 million to boost our creative sector, supporting thousands of jobs at
the same time.
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We’ll supercharge Victoria’s successful screen industry, building on the recent success of local films
like The Dry.
We’ll grow jobs, foster homegrown talent, attract more overseas productions and put Victorian
projects on the map.
Speaker, we know Melbourne’s CBD is still struggling and we can’t wait to see our beautiful city
thriving and busy again.
We’re supporting the new wave of outdoor dining in the heart of Melbourne and attracting visitors
from near and afar, with a $107 million investment to invigorate the CBD.
On top of this, a package of targeted tax relief will kickstart the CBD residential property market to
support construction jobs.
To help small businesses create new jobs we are cutting the regional payroll tax rate.
We’re also lifting the payroll tax-free threshold to $700 000 earlier than planned.
We are lifting the land tax-free threshold to $300 000—so over 60 000 taxpayers, including many
small businesses, will no longer have to pay land tax.
In total, collective business tax cuts and relief announced by this government since being elected is
more than $4 billion, primarily for Victorian small and medium-sized businesses.
In short, there’s a simple, powerful idea at the heart of this budget.
Every dollar of investment drives a double benefit.
Every dollar makes our state stronger and fairer, and every dollar gets more Victorians back into work.
Speaker, in the darkest and most frightening moments of last year, the Victorian people stood together.
We put on our masks and we got tested—not just to protect ourselves, but to protect each other. To
safeguard us all.
A community of wildly varying individuals, families, cultures and workplaces came together and
walked in lockstep, to get a tough job done.
I have never seen anything like it, and I have never felt more proud to be Victorian.
Our shared sacrifice created something bigger and better than what we could have achieved standing
alone.
It took us to a place where today this state is powering towards economic recovery.
That’s extraordinary, but we want more—we want to take everyone with us.
We want carers like Anna to breathe a little easier with compassionate mental health support.
We want young people like Kiba to get the help that they need when they seek it out.
Our tomorrow depends upon the choices we make today.
We came here to shape the future, to fashion it to our common will, to our collective aspirations.
We shaped it last year and we will do it again—we can dare to carve out a better tomorrow.
We want a Victoria where we share the sacrifices and the opportunities.
Working together to progress together.
With this budget, we’re creating jobs and caring for Victorians.
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Speaker, I commend this bill to the house.
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (13:33): I move:
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned until tomorrow. Debate adjourned until Friday, 21 May.
APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT 2021–2022) BILL 2021
Appropriation
The SPEAKER (13:34): I have received the following message from the Governor, accompanied
by the estimates:
In accordance with the requirements of section 63 of the Constitution Act 1975 the Governor recommends to
the Legislative Assembly that an appropriation be made from the Consolidated Fund for the purposes of a bill
for an act for the appropriation of certain sums out of the Consolidated Fund for the Parliament in respect of
the financial year 2021–22 and for other purposes, and hereby transmits to the Legislative Assembly estimates
of the expenditure requiring annual appropriation in the financial year 2021–22.

Estimates tabled.
Introduction and first reading
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop) (13:35): I move:
That I introduce a bill for an act for the appropriation of certain sums out of the Consolidated Fund for the
Parliament in respect of the financial year 2021–22 and for other purposes.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time; under standing order 61(3)(a), ordered to be read second time immediately.
Statement of compatibility
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop) (13:37): In accordance with the Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006 I table a statement of compatibility in relation to the Appropriation
(Parliament 2021–2022) Bill 2021.
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (Vic) (Charter
Act), I make this statement of compatibility with respect to the Appropriation (Parliament 2021–2022)
Bill 2021.
In my opinion, the Appropriation (Parliament 2021–2022) Bill 2021, as introduced to the Legislative
Assembly, is compatible with the human rights protected by the Charter Act. I base my opinion on the reasons
outlined in this statement.
Overview of Bill
The purpose of the Appropriation (Parliament 2021–2022) Bill 2021 is to provide appropriation authority for
payments from the Consolidated Fund to the Parliament in respect of the 2021–22 financial year.
Human Rights Issues
1.

Human rights protected by the Charter Act that are relevant to the Bill

The Appropriation (Parliament 2021–2022) Bill 2021 does not raise any human rights issues.
2.

Consideration of reasonable limitations—section 7(2)

As the Appropriation (Parliament 2021–2022) Bill 2021 does not raise any human rights issues, it does not
limit any human rights, and therefore it is not necessary to consider section 7(2) of the Charter Act.
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Conclusion
I consider that the Appropriation (Parliament 2021–2022) Bill 2021 is compatible with the Charter Act
because it does not raise any human rights issues.
TIM PALLAS MP
Treasurer

Second reading
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop) (13:37): I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

I ask that the second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.
Incorporated speech as follows:
The Bill provides appropriation authority for payments from the consolidated fund to the Parliament in respect
of the 2021–22 financial year including ongoing liabilities incurred by the Parliament such as employee
entitlements that may be realised in the future.
Honourable members will be aware that other funds are appropriated for parliamentary purposes by way of
special appropriations contained in other legislation. In addition, unapplied appropriations under the
Appropriation (Parliament 2020–2021) Act 2020 have been estimated and included in the Budget papers.
Prior to 30 June actual unapplied appropriation will be finalised and the 2021–22 appropriations adjusted by
the approved carryover amounts pursuant to the provisions of section 32 of the Financial Management
Act 1994.
In line with the wishes of the presiding officers, appropriations in the Bill are made to the departments of the
Parliament.
The total appropriation authority sought in this Bill is $264 120 000 (clause 3 of the Bill) for Parliament in
respect of the 2021–22 financial year.
I commend the Bill to the House.

Ms STALEY (Ripon) (13:37): I move:
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned until next sitting day. Debate adjourned until Tuesday, 25 May.
Motions
GENERAL BUSINESS
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (13:38): I desire to move, by leave:
That this house:
(1) notes that non-government business is an essential part of ensuring a responsible and representative
Parliament in any Westminster system and currently Victoria’s Legislative Assembly is the only
lower house in Australia that does not provide meaningful opportunities for non-government
members to move motions or progress bills;
(2) resolves to replace matters of public importance and grievance debate with 2 hours of nongovernment business every sitting Wednesday;
(3) refers the required amendments to the Standing Orders Committee to report to the house by 31 July
2021; and
(4) adopts required changes to the standing orders by 5 August 2021.

Leave refused.
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Committees
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES
Membership
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop) (13:39): I move, by leave:
That:
(1) Mr Smith, the member for Warrandyte, be a member of the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee; and
(2) Mr Newbury be discharged from the Legal and Social Issues Standing Committee and that
Mr Battin be a member in his place.

Motion agreed to.
ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING STANDING COMMITTEE
Reporting dates
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop) (13:39): I move, by leave:
That the reporting date for the Environment and Planning Standing Committee’s inquiry into environmental
infrastructure for growing populations be extended to no later than 30 September 2021.

Motion agreed to.
Bills
APPROPRIATION (2021–2022) BILL 2021
APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT 2021–2022) BILL 2021
Concurrent debate
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop) (13:39): I move, by leave:
That this house authorises and requires the Speaker to permit the second-reading and subsequent stages of the
Appropriation (2021–2022) Bill 2021 and the Appropriation (Parliament 2021–2022) Bill 2021 to be moved
and debated concurrently.

Motion agreed to.
Business of the house
PROGRAM
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop) (13:40): I move:
That, under standing order 94(2), the order of the day, government business, relating to the Gambling
Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021 be considered and completed by 7.00 pm on
Thursday, 20 May 2021.

I only intend to make a few short comments on the government business program, because like all
members of the house I am wanting to get back to my office and read the good news in the budget papers
that have just been tabled by our fabulous Treasurer. Seven budgets, seven Labor budgets, all committed
to supporting Victorian families, supporting Victorian communities, supporting regional communities
and of course doing what needs to be done to keep our economy growing and creating jobs.
But lest I stray into giving a budget reply contribution and not a government business program
contribution, I will come back to the motion in just a few observations around the government business
program for today, noting that we are having a split week and it is the government’s intention when
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we return on Tuesday to have another government business program motion put in place for the two
days of sitting next Tuesday and Wednesday. This week we have just for today one bill on the
government business program, being the Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting
Tax) Bill 2021, and that will go to the guillotine at 7 o’clock this evening.
Just for completeness sake, should there be time available today, we would also intend to return to the
take-note motion on the Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System report that is on the
notice paper. Again, I am confident that there will be a lot to talk about on that front as well, given the
budget brings a lot of those commitments to book in terms of delivering against each and every one
of those royal commission recommendations.
In setting up today and next week in the slightly unusual way that we have, can I acknowledge the
assistance of the Manager of Opposition Business, who has worked through these arrangements with
the government and with me. It has been, as I said, a little bit unorthodox, but we are doing it in a way
that facilitates both the consideration of the budget in this place and its passage through to the
Legislative Council and I appreciate the cooperation that has been provided. With those few
comments—as I said, I am really keen to get back to the office and read the budget and share the good
news with my local community—I will commend the motion to the house.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (13:42): The opposition will not be opposing the government business
program. We have spent I suppose the last week or so negotiating through what the opposition needed
to happen today and next Tuesday and Wednesday. I guess the main thing that we were keen to do
was to make sure that the State Taxation and Mental Health Acts Amendment Bill 2021 was first read
and second read, which means that we will have time over the weekend to go through the state taxation
bill, which means that we will be prepared to be able to debate that next week. Many in the chamber
will remember that last year the Shadow Treasurer had about 45 minutes between the second reading
and when she had to get up and speak, so we acknowledge and thank the manager of government
business for the cooperation to be able to get that through with the Treasurer. They were able to get
that first and second read, with the second reading later this afternoon.
This has been done in two parts: obviously this day and then next Tuesday we will do the budget all
day, and our understanding is that we will do state taxation on Wednesday and that the matter of public
importance, through agreement, will be a bit after 5 o’clock, after the guillotine comes down. Today
we have done the budget and the appropriation for Parliament, and the Gambling Regulation
Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021 will be the bill that will be debated today. So with
those few words, as I said at the very start, we will not be opposing the government business program.
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) (13:44): I too rise to make some brief comments on this government
business program. And happy budget day, everyone. It is always my favourite sitting day of the year
because my electorate always does fairly well in the budget. But it is an—
Ms Allan: A good local member. That’s what it is—a good local member.
Mr STAIKOS: A great local member, I reckon. But it is an important day because of course budget
day is the day that the government really spells out its priorities and its values, and what you find in a
government’s budget speaks to those values. This government has always prioritised Victorians above
all else. It has always prioritised health, education, jobs and transport, and the budget that we are about
to debate will be about all of those things. But today we are only debating one bill, and that is the
Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. That is important
legislation that we need to debate today, because it is going to support our Victorian racing industry,
which is so important, both culturally and economically, to our state. It is worth billions upon billions
of dollars to our state, and it supports tens of thousands of jobs. It is an important day not just because
it is budget day but because we have also got some very important legislation to debate.
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I acknowledge that there is always a lot of cooperation between both sides of the house in terms of
making sure that there is a smooth running of the house on an important day like this. With those few
words, I commend the government business program to the house.
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (13:46): I will just say a few words on the government business
program. It is pretty straightforward. We are debating of course the Gambling Regulation Amendment
(Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021, and it is appropriate that the minister and the shadow minister
are both talking at the moment, probably sharing a couple of tips, I would imagine.
A member interjected.
Mr D O’BRIEN: No, not sharing tips. In my experience they never share any that are any good,
so they will be talking about the bill that we will be debating later on in the day.
Mr T Bull: That’s harsh. It’s a bit harsh—ungrateful and harsh.
Mr D O’BRIEN: It is just an absolute fact, member for Gippsland East. It is budget day, and we
look forward to going into some more detail on that of course next week. I know from having a look
through while the Treasurer was speaking, Leader of the House, that it will not take long to find all of
the exciting things in regional Victoria, because there is not a lot in there this budget around.
Ms Allan: Three times more spending than you blokes—three times!
Mr D O’BRIEN: Oh, there we go. Hello. Come in spinner!
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr D O’BRIEN: We are actually also used to spending announcements, but actual delivery on the
ground, as we heard in question time, is another issue. I am very pleased, though—credit where due—
that after a four-year campaign from the Sale community we have got some funding for master
planning for Sale College. That is great news, and I am certainly sharing that with my community
already. But there are lots of other things—
Ms Allan: And taking the credit, I’m sure. Typical Nats.
Mr D O’BRIEN: Well, when you fight for something for four years and you finally get it, you do
take credit, so it is good. But otherwise there is just the one bill on the agenda this week. I look forward
to getting home.
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (13:47): It is a pleasure to support the motion on the government
business program. Every day this government is in power and every day this government sits as part
of the Parliament of Victoria is a good day. Every day we debate a government business program to
see through the agenda on behalf of the Victorian people is a good day, and today is no exception.
Although it is a bit more highlighted because of the very, very excellent budget delivered by my
excellent friend the Treasurer, the member for Werribee.
For the honourable member on the other side who thinks that we are not investing enough in regional
Victoria, can I assure him the $3.8 billion in mental health funding will not be quarantined to metro
Melbourne. It is for the whole of the Victorian community, because the Royal Commission into
Victoria’s Mental Health System has written a report for the entire Victorian community.
This government business program, with the Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and
Betting Tax) Bill 2021, is just as good and excellent as every other government business program this
government does. Every day we have in office is a day to make the lives of Victorians better, to make
the economy stronger and to make a future far brighter for our children and our grandchildren. This is
what this government business program is about. This is what every government business program is
about under the Andrews Labor government. We do not waste a day—not one day.
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I just want to, while I am on my feet, wish the member for Clarinda a very happy birthday—the very
youthful-looking member for Clarinda. On that note, I commend the motion to the house.
Motion agreed to.
Members statements
ROWVILLE ELECTORATE SCHOOLS FUNDING
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (13:49): This statement condemns Labor’s total lack of funding in the
2021–22 state budget for roads, schools and other needed upgrades in the electorate of Rowville.
Ms Allan: We just delivered it.
Mr WELLS: That is dead right. The Andrews government—
Ms Allan: You haven’t read it.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the House!
Mr WELLS: Yes, I have. The Andrews government said it would deliver for all Victorians. What
they should have said is, ‘All Victorians except if you live in the electorate of Rowville’. As I have
raised before, many of the schools in my electorate have been totally neglected by this state Labor
government. Scoresby, Karoo, Carrington, Heany Park, Rowville, Lysterfield and Park Ridge primary
schools as well as Rowville Secondary and Scoresby Secondary colleges have all once again received
zero funding in this state budget—not one zack. While this government continues to brag about this
state being the Education State, they are selective when it comes to which schools they want to give
funding to. This government is not governing for all; it is looking after itself and itself only. This is
incredibly unfair on the principals, teachers, parents, staff and students who are being penalised simply
because of their location.
NARRE WARREN SOUTH P–12 COLLEGE
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (13:51): On this budget day it would not surprise you that the
Victorian government is investing record funding in our schools to make Victoria the Education State,
and we are doing our bit in Narre Warren South as well. I was very proud on Tuesday, 18 May, to
represent the Minister for Education at Narre Warren South P–12 College to officially open the
college’s new performing arts centre. Key attendees there were the current principal, Peter Thatcher;
previous principal Rob Duncan; school councillors, students and staff; and the previous member for
Narre Warren South, Judith Graley, whom the centre is named after. We were treated to a tour of the
facility and excellent performances by students, who sounded fantastic in their new $6 million space.
Our new state-of-the-art open space is versatile and can be used for performing arts and a range of
other community activities as well. It features retractable seats, a modern sound and lighting control
room and an orchestra pit as well.
Narre Warren South P–12 College opened in 2002 with 800 students and in 20 years has grown to
2500 students with 200 staff. While other governments close schools and defund them, we build them
and we improve them, and we continue to be the vanguard of the education revolution in this state.
My thanks go to principal Peter Thatcher and the school for their welcome, and I look forward to many
more performances in their new centre.
GREAT ALPINE ROAD
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (13:52): Last September I wrote to the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety, who I am pleased to see is here at the table, concerned about the almost vertical road batters
on the Great Alpine Road. This was after constituents with a lot of civil engineering expertise raised
the matter with me. The minister wrote back—and credit to him—and outlined the works to be done.
That was in November. Now, the works have not been started yet, and on Tuesday this week and again
yesterday we had significant rockfalls that closed that road. If we had had a car there at that stage, it
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would have resulted in fatalities. So that work really urgently needs to be done before we get into the
depths of winter, and I would ask the minister to please outline a time frame for those works to be
done. I have lodged a question on notice along those lines.
HOMEBUILDER
Mr T BULL: The HomeBuilder grant is causing concerns in my electorate. Applications closed
on 14 April, and there is a comment on the website that people can continue uploading their
information after that date. Those who started got a registration number. As people have now tried to
upload the documentation that was missing, they are getting feedback to say that they are no longer
registered. They ring the State Revenue Office, and the State Revenue Office tells them that they are
not registered anymore and their applications are not live or real. This is causing people a lot of distress
about the possibility of being out of pocket, so I ask the minister to revisit that criteria and ensure that
these applications are included.
EVE KENNARD
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) (13:54): I am always in awe of the amazing young people of my
electorate and the leadership they demonstrate on a variety of very important issues. One of these
young people is nine-year-old Eve Kennard, who wrote to me recently to tell me that last year she and
her friend Zoe discovered that one of their biggest passions is caring for people who are homeless.
While many walk past a homeless person on the street with barely a thought, Eve and other young
people who have been in touch with me about this only see the human element of this issue. In this
vein Eve wrote a poem titled I am Still a Person, which reads:
I may have no money but I am still a person,
I may have no one as company but I am still a person,
I may have no food but I am still a person,
I may have no house but I am still a person,
I may live on the streets but I am still a person,
I may be homeless but I am still a person.

Contrary to popular belief, the main driver of homelessness is not substance abuse, it is a lack of
affordable housing, so I was very proud to inform Eve of the Andrews Labor government’s strong
investment—a historic investment in fact—of $5.3 billion to build more than 12 000 new homes and
boost Victoria’s social housing supply. I also encouraged Eve to support two fantastic local
organisations in the electorate who care for people who are doing it tough: Bayside Community
Information & Support Service and Community Information Glen Eira. Well done, Eve. It is because
we have young people like Eve that the future is bright.
STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE MAROONDAH UNIT
Mr HODGETT (Croydon) (13:55): I rise today to draw attention to the fantastic work the
Maroondah SES provides for our local community. At Maroondah there are approximately
50 volunteers who work around the clock, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. These highly skilled,
well-equipped and well-trained members help in time of flood, storm damage, road crash rescue,
bushfires and many other emergency situations.
The Driver Reviver program has been a national campaign for 27 years with one objective: to reduce
road collisions by alleviating driver fatigue. The Victoria State Emergency Service volunteers, along
with Lions club members, operate the sites around Victoria over holiday weekends and peak traffic
days, offering motorists a safe place to stop and refresh. They also hold regular community events to
educate the community on what to do in an emergency to empower and connect with the community,
just recently holding their first event for the year in April at the Ringwood East market, giving out lots
of information on how to prepare before, during and after flood and storm events.
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It was fantastic to see $300 000 of state government funding be awarded to the Maroondah SES in late
November 2020. This funding will allow the upgrade of the Croydon base, which has been in use since
the mid-1980s, and will continue to support this extremely valuable organisation.
Yesterday I wore orange for Wear Orange Wednesday to show my support for the incredible
contributions SES volunteers make to the emergency services sector. As part of National Volunteer
Week, I take the time to say thank you to those volunteering within our community. Your selflessness
does not go unnoticed, and we can never thank you enough.
CROYDON SPORTING PAVILION
Mr HODGETT: On another matter, it is terrific to see the assembly of the brand new Springfield
sporting pavilion at Ranger Field in Croydon take place. It is fantastic to see this project coming to
fruition.
GREENING THE WEST
Ms CONNOLLY (Tarneit) (13:57): It was an absolute pleasure to stand alongside the Acting
Premier and the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change out in Tarneit last week to
announce a very important initiative to green up Melbourne’s west. Five million dollars has been
allocated in the budget to plant over 500 000 trees in Melbourne’s inner and outer western suburbs.
Trees make our streets and our neighbourhoods cleaner, greener and cooler, and this project is about
improving the everyday lives of families in Melbourne’s west and indeed my patch of Tarneit.
We know that the urban heat island effect means that communities like mine experience temperatures
2 to 3 degrees higher than in leafier eastern suburbs. This incredible announcement is about improving
our standard of living in Melbourne’s west. This project listens to my community in the west and most
importantly delivers the things we need to turn around the heat island effect that I know too many
people experience year upon year. No-one knows this better than my community in Wyndham, which
currently has less than 5 per cent of tree canopy cover. This announcement will help turn that around.
This announcement is about equality and it is about fairness. Every Victorian deserves access to green
open space, regardless of what side of the bridge they live on.
I am very proud to be part of an Andrews Labor government that is delivering for families in
Melbourne’s western suburbs. And I say this to the people in my community: I will be standing
alongside you every step of the way as we get our fair share of trees for the outer west. I cannot wait
to roll up my sleeves, grab a shovel and start planting. Now is the time for us to mobilise behind this
ambitious announcement, roll out our volunteer base and plan the greener future we deserve.
LILYDALE WAR MEMORIAL
Ms VALLENCE (Evelyn) (13:58): On 11 April the Lilydale community unveiled a new statue of
a soldier atop the cenotaph at the Lilydale War Memorial. With many from the Lilydale district having
served our country with distinction and many having made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedoms, it
was wonderful to see the important monument in the heart of Lilydale lovingly restored to its former
glory. This all came about due to the vision and dedication of former Lilydale RSL president Don
Parsons and former vice-president, and subsequently president, Paul Payne, who worked tirelessly to
achieve this important outcome for their community. Sadly, both Don and Paul passed away last year
before the completion of the project, but I can imagine how delighted they would be to know that the
RSL family, including current president Bill Dobson, Terry Hickey and Chris Newell, together with
stonemason James McAuley, persisted to complete this important project. Congratulations to the
Lilydale RSL.
SEVILLE WAR MEMORIAL
Ms VALLENCE: On Anzac Day the Seville community marked a significant day in our Yarra
Valley history with the unveiling of the new, innovatively designed, Seville War Memorial. The
memorial’s striking glass panels convey stories of heroism, service and sacrifice from different
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servicemen in Seville and honour the Seville residents killed in service. Panels show Private Herbert
Reed, Sapper George Cassidy, Private Bruce Bethune and Captain George Ingram, VC, MM—the
Yarra Valley’s only Victoria Cross recipient. Congratulations and thank you to Anthony McAleer,
OAM; Derry Aulich; Grant Tucker; and everyone from the Seville township group on your fantastic
effort to get this project completed.
MERCY COLLEGE, COBURG
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) (14:00): Yesterday I was very pleased to have the opportunity
to welcome the Minister for Roads and Road Safety and Minister for Public Transport to my electorate
to visit key project sites and discuss current road safety matters concerning my community, and I note
he is at the table. We had a wonderful opportunity to also visit Mercy College in Coburg and speak
with principal Lila McInerney and some very inspiring young women who are students at the school
about the road safety issues around their school entry and exit paths, and particularly the very busy
stretch of Sydney Road onto which they exit the school on a daily basis. Students have written to me
about their safety experiences coming to and from school via Sydney Road, whether they are boarding
trams and buses, walking or being driven to and from school. This precinct is dangerous, and it causes
students, staff and their families significant stress and concern with congestion, speed and bends in the
road. Road safety has also been a significant concern following an incident in 2020 where a student
was struck by a vehicle that left the road.
Students led us on a walk through the Sydney Road precinct to inspect road safety issues firsthand, and
they had some great ideas about making the area safer for pedestrians, motorists, public transport users,
cyclists and the like. I know the minister and I, as well as the minister’s officials, were very pleased to
hear their ideas about how it is that we can improve this precinct. The students had great insights both
as pedestrians and one particular student also as a learner driver who had already clocked up I think it
was some 190 hours, which is just amazing. Thank you to the students at Mercy College, Coburg.
SYDNEY ROAD TRAM STOPS
Dr READ (Brunswick) (14:01): Over the past month I have been asked by two constituents when
accessible tram stops will be installed in Sydney Road on route 19. One is an elderly woman who
struggles to step up onto the tram from ground level, and the other is Christian Astourian, who requires
a wheelchair and finds the lack of access to the tram networks limits his ability to get to work. People
pushing prams or using walking frames would also benefit from accessible stops. Indeed thousands of
Melburnians have some form of limited mobility, and building accessible tram stops will help them
travel independently and visit Sydney Road, one of Australia’s longest retail high streets.
My electorate understands that these are disruptive and time-consuming engineering projects and that
the government is slowly rolling these out across Melbourne, but we also see a significant number of
our community who have waited decades for these stops to be built so that they can travel around their
city. Recently we have seen 2 kilometres of the Upfield line elevated in a costly but impressive feat of
engineering to help car drivers, while those with limited mobility are denied access to the tram network
in Brunswick, which could be granted to them for a fraction of the cost. Building accessible tram stops
will not only help them, it will help us all.
BROADMEADOWS ELECTORATE REVITALISATION
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (14:03): Victorian budget week marks the comeback for
Broadmeadows. A $500 million redevelopment of the derelict Ford site has begun and is predicted to
deliver 5000 jobs in the next five years. Victorian government investments of $60 million deliver a
landmark partnership for skills and training to connect local people to the emerging jobs. Stage 1 of
the Kangan Institute redevelopment sees the construction of the centre of health excellence. This
investment in a shovel-ready project is to deliver training in health and community services driven by
technology. This investment is important to meet the needs for skills in Melbourne’s north, adding to
the $6.5 million for a sustainable plumbing centre and other construction skills.
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The centre of health excellence provides the training and skills for jobs at the Northern Hospital, where
a children’s emergency department will be constructed as part of a budget package worth $100 million.
This is welcome news for Broadmeadows, whose families and children attend the Northern Hospital
emergency department. It will allow them to have a dedicated emergency paediatric department
specialising in children’s care. The budget also invests in planning for an upgrade of the Northern
Hospital emergency department, the busiest in Victoria. As chair of the Broadmeadows Revitalisation
Board I have delivered the comeback strategy driving Broadmeadows as a prototype for economic
and social recovery, creating jobs, attracting investment, facilitating development and major projects
and bringing it home for the local people.
MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (14:04): Shalom is the word for peace. It is a Hebrew word that
we use to say hello and goodbye. As Jews we use shalom all the time. At this particular point in time,
when we see what is happening in the Middle East, particularly the terrorist organisation Hamas
directing rockets at Israel that are unfortunately attacking innocent Israelis and Arabs, it is absolutely
appalling, and I condemn this in the strongest possible way. To see this happening—in the 90 seconds
that I have now—it takes 30 seconds for those people in Israel to find a bunker to hide in from those
rockets, thousands of rockets, fired by terrorists, by Hamas. We must call this out. I am proud that the
Parliamentary Friends of Israel and my co-convener, the member for Box Hill, call this out.
I also want to say that today we hear that we are going to have a Parliamentary Friends of Palestine
group formed by the Greens, a member of the Labor Party and a member of the Reason Party. I would
ask them to join with the Parliamentary Friends of Israel on calling out Hamas, a terrorist organisation
that seeks to obliterate Israel. This is about peace. We should be thinking about all people, whether it
is Arabs, Jews, whoever it is, not trying to obliterate a nation. Shalom.
SPOTLIGHT ON SEBASTOPOL
Ms SETTLE (Buninyong) (14:06): I am delighted to rise today to speak about a wonderful
announcement from last week. I was delighted to announce the first three projects of the Spotlight on
Sebastopol fund. Spotlight on Sebastopol was a promise that I made to the people of Sebastopol prior
to the 2018 election. Community was always at the very heart of this announcement, so we went to
the community: I held community days, I doorknocked and then we formed a community reference
group to ascertain what projects the community wanted to see done. So I was delighted to announce
the first three of those. We are only halfway through our $5 million, so there is more to come. But
amongst those three projects I am delighted that we have committed to an urban forest. We know that
Sebastopol needs many more trees, so we are doing a tree planting program. One that I am really
delighted about is Connecting Sebastopol. It is a very old and proud community, and what we are
doing is getting together a community group so that they can continue to be the voice for their
community. I know when I was doorknocking before the election that people in Sebas really felt left
behind, and I wanted to put the spotlight on Sebastopol—and thankfully this government did that, with
a commitment of $5 million. There will be many more projects to come.
NATIVE FOREST LOGGING
Mr BLACKWOOD (Narracan) (14:07): The Weekly Times recently published an opinion piece
written by Nick Legge on native timber harvesting. As usual, it contains a number of facts that are
clearly inflated and designed to advance his agenda to shut down the industry. Nick claimed that in
the wildfires of 2003, 2006–07 and 2009, 189 000 hectares of ash forest that Heyfield sawmill and
Maryvale pulp and paper mill rely on was destroyed—a deliberate lie. Seventy thousand hectares was
impacted by fire in those years, and most of it has been regenerated and is regrowing. He also claimed
that the 2019–20 fires killed a further 70 000 hectares, when the actual figure is 35 000 hectares. He
claimed that 50 per cent of all ash forest is under 20 years of age—wrong again. Fifteen per cent of
ash forest in state forests is under 15 years of age; another 25 per cent is under 20 years of age, has
reseeded and has very healthy regrowth. Nick also claimed that pro-logging advocates say that logging
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product protects our forests from fire, but of course the so-called peer-reviewed science that he claims
debunks this myth is written by activists like David Lindenmayer and co. Credible scientific evidence
and examples on the ground support the theory that sustainable logging can reduce the severity of fire.
Nick Legge has identified himself as a forestry lecturer, a Victorian government policy adviser and a
member of the Rubicon Forest Protection Group. Why does this continue to happen? When is the
Labor government going to stop taking advice from absolute frauds like Nick Legge, David
Lindenmayer, Sarah Rees and Amelia Young?
ALISON ROWENA TOWNSEND
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety)
(14:09): I rise to celebrate the life of Alison Rowena Townsend, taken too soon on 25 April 2021.
Alison was born on 13 January 1965, the dearly loved daughter of Carol and Patrick, kind friend and
stepdaughter of Tony, much-loved sister of Robin, Clare, Warren and Lucinda. She was a wonderful
mother of Madeleine and Jason and also their partners, Ricky and Chloe. She was a proud grandmother
of baby Elsie and aunt to Tom, Laura, Hannah, Declan, Fionn and their families.
Alison was kind, generous, loyal and unforgettable. Her mum, Carol, described her as courageous.
Her son, Jason, said she was the queen of the guilt trips. She touched so many people, and she would
be so proud of the celebration that was recently held for her on 7 May. It was attended by hundreds,
and her beloved Airport West Football Club—and in honour of Alison I am also wearing their tie
today—did a guard of honour. But the speeches: there were contributions from her good friends Carol
Lawry, Patricia Law and Renae Joy, on behalf of the sisterhood, but also her sister and her brother,
Warren, and his song on her behalf. She touched everyone. She has gone way too soon. She was
everything you want in a community member—loyal and always caring and looking out for everyone.
May she rest in peace.
BUDGET 2021–22
Mr ROWSWELL (Sandringham) (14:10): Earlier today in the chamber the Treasurer delivered
the Victorian budget.
Mr T Bull: It wasn’t great.
Mr ROWSWELL: No, it was not great, member for Gippsland East. It was not great at all,
especially for the people of the Sandringham district. I submitted on behalf of the people of my district
a Victorian budget submission. I asked for funding for Sandringham Primary School, for Beaumaris
Primary School, for Beaumaris North Primary School and for Mentone Girls Secondary College. I
asked for funding for Sandringham Hospital; for road safety interventions in Childers Street and
Warrigal Road, Mentone, at the intersection of George Street and Bay Road in Sandringham and the
intersection of Tulip Street and Bluff Road in Black Rock; funding for the Ricketts Point Marine
Sanctuary, for that boundary to be extended; for Beaumaris Pier, a bay pier; for traffic lights and the
beautification of road traffic light boxes; for the removal of the Warrigal Road level crossing in
Mentone and the Highett Road and Wickham Road level crossings in Highett—replaced by rail
underpasses. I asked for more frequent public transport services and bus connections—the routes 822,
600, 922, 923. I asked for the government to seriously consider preserving the future of the Gas and
Fuel land for our community. And guess what we got?
Mr T Bull: Nothing.
Mr ROWSWELL: Sweet nothing. This government says it governs for all, and the reality is it
does not.
NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) (14:12): It has been a very busy week. Of course, it is National
Volunteer Week, where we acknowledge the generous contribution of more than 100 000 volunteers
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in Victoria, who protect our communities and deliver services to do with emergency management
across our great state. So I would like to pass on my heartfelt thankyou to every volunteer in Victoria.
LGBTIQ EQUALITY
Mr EDBROOKE: This week the Frankston community stood alongside our LGBTIQA+
community to celebrate the significant progress of inclusion and equality that has been made in
Frankston. Together we are ensuring that Frankston is the best it can be, where everyone is visible,
valued and respected. And I must congratulate once again Frankston council for leading the way,
where some councils do not, with the raising of the rainbow flag and a great morning tea as well.
CLYDE STREET MALL, FRANKSTON
Mr EDBROOKE: We cannot forget the Frankston ‘mall of fame’ on Clyde Street, which is now
officially open thanks to the Frankston City Council and the Vicinity Bayside shopping centre. Of
course that is part of the connecting malls program through the Frankston Revitalisation Board. The
improvement of this mall has gone a long way to improving the experience and the safety perception
of this area, and it features prominent members of our community, like Des, who went to three
Olympics. He represented us on the hockey field three times and was there when there was a certain
flag incident involving Dawn Fraser as well, which he told us about on the day. But it was a fantastic
week, a busy week and a busy day today.
MELTON COMMUKNITTY CRAFTERS
Mr McGHIE (Melton) (14:14): I rise to speak today about a project that saw the best of what a
community can be. 2020 was a difficult time, and lockdown equated to loneliness for many of our
seniors at home. It was also a time where people fighting the battle of their lives were left in some
cases without their usual supports. The City of Melton Peter Mac Cancer Centre volunteers and
87 Melton seniors joined forces, and as we found ourselves thrust into COVID lockdowns, the
CommuKnitty Crafters were born and they set to work plying their craft. The City of Melton provided
all the necessary materials for the project. They were delivered to homes, and the talented and crafty
members got to work. Together, they knitted and crocheted their way into the hearts of Peter Mac
patients. Over 150 knee blankets were produced and shared.
On 5 May this collaboration culminated in a moving launch of the Peter Mac CommuKnitty Crafters
video. The video highlighted the joy these blankets bring to those in all stages of treatment and the
pride and joy felt by those who lovingly crafted them. It provided council staff with meaningful work
when other jobs were put on hold. For seniors the lockdown loneliness was replaced with a sense of
accomplishment and connectedness, and for patients at Peter Mac it provided the tangible token that
there were people who cared—that they were in their thoughts and in their prayers as they fought their
battles. We have amazing people in our community, and often we forget that a simple idea can have
such a profound impact on so many. Congratulations to you all, and may you never drop a stitch.
BUDGET 2021–22
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater) (14:15): They often say that budgets are like Christmas Day for
politicians, and it is a very proud day that I stand here for my third budget as part of this Andrews
Labor government where we deliver a budget that delivers local jobs, delivers locally and delivers on
priorities that my community are interested in. Of course we know that this budget has announced
$3.8 billion to fix our broken mental health system, and there will be many announcements over the
next few days locally where I will be very proud to talk about this government’s commitment to fixing
our broken mental health system and giving people a mental health system that they well and truly
deserve in this 21st century. That work is a decade-long piece of work, and this budget starts that work
in earnest.
Locally there is $2.5 million for the JW Manson Reserve pavilion for an amazing local community
with local clubs connected to it—one of the biggest cricket clubs in the outer east. That is $2.5 million
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to build a new double-storey modular pavilion. We have got just over $9 million for Templeton
Primary School for a massive upgrade and modernisation of a fantastic local school. With over
700 kids they are well and truly bursting at the seams, and this is an absolute cracker of an
announcement. I am so proud this budget funds that. We have got $98.9 million for stage 2 of the
upgrade of the Angliss Hospital, an amazing hospital that backs in our healthcare heroes that went
above and beyond each and every single day of the pandemic. A fantastic program that Eastern
Community Legal Centre runs has been locked in for three years, with $891 000 to make sure we
protect women and children in the outer eastern suburbs from family violence. And of course we are
working to upgrade the Maroondah Hospital. This budget announces funding to deliver a new kids
emergency department as well as a business case to look at the broader ED. This is a budget that
delivers for Victorians and delivers for my local community.
EDUCATION FUNDING
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (14:17): It was a real privilege to join the St Joseph’s Primary
School community to open their brand new hall recently—a wonderful journey for the school to get to
this point. To join Gavan O’Donnell, the school community and Father Williams as well to mark that
occasion was extraordinary. It is a beautiful school in our local community, with more than 400 kids
now. It has done extraordinary work. To then also see our investment across the region with the
Inclusive Schools Fund continuing to deliver for schools across our state, with Chelsea and Edithvale
primary schools well underway with their inclusive schools funding, it was great to turn the first sod
and celebrate what has been achieved. Now into its sixth round, the Inclusive Schools Fund is making
sure that our play spaces and learning areas are truly inclusive, because every child, regardless of their
circumstances, regardless of the postcode that they live in, deserves the very best education.
In that vein, it was great to travel east to Orbost Secondary College to see the building works that they
have got underway and of course to acknowledge their upgrades. It is a fantastic school, with Peter
Seal as leader there doing incredible work. And then it was really special to visit Clifton Creek Primary
School to join Sue Paul and to acknowledge the progress of building works through there. I know the
member for Gippsland East has done extraordinary work in the recovery of his community. Finally, I
finished off at Sale Primary School to acknowledge further upgrades to their library and science space.
From every postcode across our state we are delivering for Victorian kids.
LARA ELECTORATE SPORTS FACILITIES
Mr EREN (Lara) (14:18): It has certainly been a busy few weeks in the Lara electorate since the
last sitting of the house. I was excited to recently officially open, along with my colleague and friend
the member for Geelong, the Geelong West Oval. It is back bigger and better than ever before thanks
to the completion of the major transformation of the former Victorian Football Association ground in
Geelong West. We joined members of the Geelong West Giants at the local celebration to formally
open the new two-storey pavilion at the ground, which was made possible by a $7.4 million state
government election commitment. Community members now have access to a pavilion that features
female-friendly home and away change rooms, a gymnasium, social space for 200 guests, a
commercial kitchen, timekeepers and coaches boxes and much-needed storage areas. The
transformation also opens the door for Geelong West Oval to welcome back crowds and host elite
football matches.
I am also pleased to announce that soccer has been given a boost in Geelong’s northern suburbs thanks
to $250 000 from the World Game Facilities Fund, which is going towards pavilion upgrades at Hume
Reserve. The reserve is home to Corio Soccer Club. The club has seen growing interest in recent years;
however, the outdated facilities have stopped the club reaching its potential. The funding will enable
the upgrade of the pavilion. I am also really pleased to acknowledge the City of Greater Geelong’s
contribution to these projects.
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Bills
STATE TAXATION AND MENTAL HEALTH ACTS AMENDMENT BILL 2021
Statement of compatibility
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop) (14:21): In accordance with the Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006 I table a statement of compatibility in relation to the State Taxation and
Mental Health Acts Amendment Bill 2021.
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (Charter), I
make this statement of compatibility with respect to the State Taxation and Mental Health Acts Amendment
Bill 2021.
In my opinion, the State Taxation and Mental Health Acts Amendment Bill 2021 (Bill), as introduced to the
Legislative Assembly, is compatible with the human rights as set out in the Charter. I base my opinion on the
reasons outlined in this Statement.
Overview
The Bill makes amendments to the Duties Act 2000 (Duties Act), the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000
(FHOG Act), the Land Tax Act 2005 (Land Tax Act), the Mental Health Act 2014 and the Payroll Tax
Act 2007.
Several of the amendments made by the Bill do not engage the human rights listed in the Charter because
they either do not affect natural persons, or they operate beneficially in relation to natural persons.
The following amendments have been identified as potentially engaging human rights contained in the Charter:
FHOG Act
•

Provision that enables the Commissioner of State Revenue (the Commissioner) to collect
information and documents for the purpose of administering home buyer schemes such as the
Victorian Homebuyer Fund (VHF).

Duties Act
•

Increase in land transfer duty for property transactions with a dutiable value above $2 million.

Land Tax Act
•

Increase in the land tax rate for property exceeding $1.8 million and $3 million.

Human rights issues
Right to privacy: Section 13(a)
Section 13(a) of the Charter provides that a person has the right not to have his or her privacy, family, home
or correspondence unlawfully or arbitrarily interfered with.
FHOG Act—home buyer schemes
The Bill amends the FHOG Act to insert new Part 2A authorising the Commissioner to administer schemes
under which the State of Victoria contributes to the purchase of a home or vacant land on which a home is to
be built, such as the VHF. The VHF will ‘encourage and assist home ownership’ by assisting homebuyers for
whom the savings and financial capacity to repay a loan would otherwise be barriers to entry into the market.
The intention of the VHF is to facilitate lower to moderate income buyers who do not currently own a home
to enter into sustained home ownership by addressing key barriers to entry, including: the difficulty of saving
a sufficient deposit while paying rent; and insufficient capacity to service a large loan that would have
otherwise been required to enter home ownership.
The Bill provides the Commissioner with the power to collect and disclose information and documents for
the administration of schemes, like the VHF, to be administered in accordance with new Part 2A of the FHOG
Act, including from participants and financial institutions.
Clause 17 of the Bill amends section 50(1) of the FHOG Act to extend the protection of information obtained
under or in relation to the administration of the FHOG Act to a person in connection with a home buyer
scheme (protected information). Protected information under the FHOG Act may only be disclosed in
certain circumstances, including in connection with the administration of taxation laws.
Not all of the information required to be provided to the Commissioner under these provisions will be of a
private nature. However, to the extent that the collection or disclosure of information under proposed Part 2A
may result in an interference with a person’s privacy, any such interference will be lawful and not arbitrary.
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The provisions that require or permit the collection or disclosure of information are clearly set out in the Bill
and are directly required by the Commissioner for the purpose of administering and executing schemes such
as the VHF.
For these reasons, I am satisfied that the Bill does not limit the right to privacy.
Right to property: Section 20
Section 20 of the Charter provides that a person must not be deprived of his or her property other than in
accordance with law. This right is not limited where there is a law that authorises a deprivation of property,
and that law is adequately accessible, clear and certain, and sufficiently precise to enable a person to regulate
their conduct.
Duties Act—Land Transfer Duty
Under the Duties Act, stamp duty is charged on a transfer of dutiable property (e.g. land), unless an exemption
applies.
The general rate of duty for a dutiable transaction under the Duties Act is set out in section 28.
The Bill introduces a new rate of duty applicable to dutiable transactions where the dutiable value of the
dutiable property the subject of the transfer exceeds $2 million. The new rate applies to all dutiable
transactions under Chapter 2 of the Duties Act. By virtue of sections 70 and 86 of the Duties Act, the new
rates will also apply to acquisitions of interests in landholders that are dutiable under Chapter 3 of the Duties
Act. This amendment will affect natural persons who will be required to pay additional duty at a higher rate
than that which currently applies. To this extent, the right to property may be engaged by this amendment.
The increase in the additional duty rate is to ensure that transferees of large dutiable value transactions (valued
above $2 million) are paying their fair share of tax revenue and are contributing to the Government’s
investment in Victoria’s economic recovery.
Land Tax Act—General Rate Threshold
The Land Tax Act imposes an annual tax on all land owned in Victoria at midnight on 31 December of the
year before the tax year. A threshold applies and there are a number of exemptions for land owned by certain
persons and/or used for certain purposes.
Land tax is assessed on the total taxable value of all taxable land owned by the taxpayer at the rate of tax set
out in Schedule 1 of the Land Tax Act.
The Bill increases the land tax rate for taxpayers with larger property holdings will increase by
0.25 percentage points for taxable landholdings exceeding $1.8 million, and 0.3 percentage points for taxable
landholdings exceeding $3 million. This amendment will affect natural persons who will be required to pay
land tax at a higher rate than that which currently applies. To this extent, the right to property may be engaged
by this amendment.
The increase in the land tax rate is to ensure that taxpayers with larger property holdings (exceeding
$1.8 million) are paying their fair share of tax revenue and are contributing to the Government’s investment
in Victoria’s economic recovery.
For these reasons, in my opinion, the provisions of the Bill are compatible with the rights contained in
sections 8(3), 12 and 20 of the Charter.
TIM PALLAS MP
Treasurer

Second reading
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop) (14:21): I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

I ask that the second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.
Incorporated speech as follows:
I am pleased to introduce this Bill, which amends the Duties Act 2000, First Home Owner Grant Act 2000,
Land Tax Act 2005 and Payroll Tax Act 2007—and makes important amendments to the Mental Health
Act 2014.
This Bill implements 2021–22 Budget initiatives that will deliver economic support and recovery, strengthen
the Government’s revenue base and introduce a new revenue mechanism for the provision of operational
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funding for mental health services. This Bill also contains amendments to taxation laws that help to maintain
their effective and sustainable operation.
Budget initiatives
The Bill implements 2021–22 Budget measures that will provide a new approach to mental health investment
and make Victoria’s tax system fairer and more progressive, to ensure sectors of the economy less impacted
by the coronavirus pandemic contribute to the State’s economic recovery. The Bill also delivers support for
Victorian businesses to recover from the coronavirus pandemic and create jobs.
The Government is dedicated to ensuring Victorians have the mental health support they need. As such, the
Government has committed to implementing all of the recommendations of the Royal Commission into
Victoria’s Mental Health System.
The Bill acquits the Royal Commission’s recommendation to design and implement a new approach to mental
health investment. Specifically, it introduces a new revenue mechanism—the Mental Health and Wellbeing
Levy—that will provide for additional operational funding for mental health services.
The Levy will commence on 1 January 2022 and be implemented as a payroll tax surcharge on wages paid
in Victoria by businesses with national payrolls over $10 million a year. A rate of 0.5 per cent will apply for
businesses with national payrolls above $10 million, and businesses with national payrolls above $100 million
will pay an additional 0.5 per cent. The surcharge rates will be paid on the Victorian share of wages above
the relevant threshold.
Consistent with the State’s payroll tax regime, exemptions will apply for private schools, hospitals, charities,
local councils, and wages paid for parental and volunteer leave.
The Mental Health and Wellbeing Levy is estimated to raise $387 million in 2021–22, increasing to
$882 million by the end of the forward estimates.
The Bill amends the Mental Health Act 2014 to ensure every dollar collected will be spent on the provision
of mental health services. The Consolidated Fund will be appropriated to the extent necessary to enable
amounts collected by the Levy to be spent on the provision of outputs that are consistent with, and promote
the objectives of, the Mental Health Act 2014 and the mental health principles.
These reforms will support a substantial increase in investment in Victoria’s mental health system,
supplementing the current level and future expected growth of the State’s existing funding commitments as
recommended by the Royal Commission.
The Government is also committed to supporting businesses to recover from the coronavirus pandemic. As
part of this commitment, the Government will bring forward previously announced increases in the payroll
tax‐free threshold, and reductions in the regional employer rate of payroll tax.
In the 2016–17 Budget the Government introduced a plan to progressively raise the payroll tax‐free threshold
of $550,000 by $25,000 each year until 2019–20. This plan was brought forward in the 2017–18 Budget, such
that the threshold reached $650,000 in 2018–19. In the 2019–20 Budget, the Government announced it would
increase the annual tax‐free threshold to $675,000 from 1 July 2021, and $700,000 from 1 July 2022.
This Bill immediately increases the tax‐free threshold to $700,000 from 1 July 2021—one year earlier than
planned. Every business that pays payroll tax in Victoria will benefit from this measure. It is estimated this
measure will reduce the number of businesses paying payroll tax in Victoria by about 500 in 2021–22,
providing payroll tax relief of approximately $28 million in that year. It is also estimated a further
42,000 businesses will pay less tax from 1 July 2021.
The Government announced in the 2019–20 Budget that it would progressively reduce the payroll tax rate paid
by regional Victorian employers from the rate of 2.425 per cent down to 1.2125 per cent from 1 July 2022.
The Bill will bring forward the reduction in the payroll tax rate paid by regional Victorian businesses from
1 July 2021, reducing the payroll tax rate for regional employers to 1.2125 per cent, or a quarter of the base
rate, one year earlier than planned. It is estimated this measure will save around 4,000 regional businesses
approximately $30 million in payroll tax in 2021–22—in addition to the savings from the increase to the tax‐
free threshold.
To provide support to Victorians looking to purchase residential property, the Bill will provide land transfer
duty concessions. These concessions will assist purchasers and provide support to the construction sector,
particularly in the City of Melbourne local government area, which has faced significant challenges since the
onset of the coronavirus pandemic.
A temporary land transfer duty concession will be available on the purchase of new residential properties
within the City of Melbourne local government area with a dutiable value up to $1 million. A 50 per cent
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concession will be provided for purchasers of eligible new residential properties, increased to a full exemption
for purchasers of eligible properties that have been unsold for 12 months or more since completion.
The 50 per cent concession will be in place for contracts entered into from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022,
following the cessation of the 2020–21 Budget initiative providing a partial waiver for properties with a
dutiable value under $1 million. The 100 per cent exemption will be in place for contracts entered into from
21 May 2021 to 30 June 2022—ensuring eligible purchasers can benefit from this full exemption from
tomorrow.
To support construction jobs, the concession is available for both homebuyers and investors, and the
concession will be in addition to existing concessions the purchaser may be eligible for. This means an eligible
first home buyer could benefit from both this measure and the existing first home buyer concession and grant.
The Bill will also temporarily increase the eligibility threshold for the off‐the‐plan concession for land transfer
duty to $1 million for all home buyers.
For contracts entered into from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2023, the threshold for the off‐the‐plan concession for
land transfer duty will increase from $550,000 to $1 million for home buyers; and increase from $750,000 to
$1 million for first home buyers.
The off‐the‐plan concession will continue to apply in addition to existing land transfer duty concessions, such
as the first home buyer duty concession and the pensioner concession. The eligibility requirement that the
property must become the principal place of residence for at least one of the purchasers, will remain for this
concession.
Combined, these changes are estimated to provide land transfer duty relief in excess of $50 million for the
period 2020–21 to 2024–25.
The Bill will also make Victoria’s tax system fairer and more progressive by increasing the amount of land
transfer duty revenue collected from high‐value transactions and increasing the revenue collected from
taxpayers with large taxable landholdings.
From 1 July 2021, property transactions with a dutiable value above $2 million will be subject to a premium
duty rate of $110,000 plus 6.5 per cent of the dutiable value in excess of $2 million. Based on current data,
this premium rate is expected to affect less than four per cent of all property transactions.
This measure will not impact the overwhelming majority of homeowners and first home buyers, as there is
no change to land transfer duty payable on properties valued below $2 million. The premium rate will apply
to contracts signed on or after 1 July 2021 and is estimated to raise $761 million over the budget and forward
estimates period.
From 1 January 2022, the land tax rate for taxpayers with large landholdings will increase by 0.25 percentage
points for taxable landholdings exceeding $1.8 million, and 0.3 percentage points for taxable landholdings
exceeding $3 million. Based on current data, this change is expected to affect less than 10 per cent of land tax
payers, with less than 10 per cent of Victorians paying land tax in the first place. This change is estimated to
raise $1.5 billion in land tax revenue over the budget and forward estimates.
To support Victorians with modest landholdings, the Bill will increase the land tax‐free threshold from
$250,000 to $300,000 for non‐trust taxpayers. This means land tax will only be payable if the total taxable
value of Victorian land is equal to or exceeds $300,000 under the general rates. Based on current data, this
measure is expected to save around 61,000 taxpayers from paying land tax each year, and is estimated to
provide $102 million of tax relief over the budget and forward estimates.
To support the construction sector, the Bill will allow developers an additional year to sell newly constructed
dwellings before the vacant residential land tax may apply, providing more time to sell the property and
flexibility for longer settlement periods. From 1 January 2022, the vacant residential land tax exemption for
new developments will be extended to apply for up to two land tax years, providing developers with between
24 and 36 months to complete a sale before vacant residential land tax may apply.
Victorian Homebuyer Fund
The Government recognises the affordability issues in the housing sector. Victorian dwelling prices are now
higher than their pre‐coronavirus peak. Many aspiring Victorian homebuyers can generally afford to rent a
home that meets their needs but are being locked out of home ownership as they struggle to raise a deposit or
face constrained choices around the type and location of home they can afford to buy. On average, it now
takes first home buyers eight years to save a 15 per cent deposit for a typical home in Greater Melbourne.
The Government has already provided significant investments and taxation support to assist Victorians into
home ownership. These have been very successful–with more than 143,000 first home buyers benefiting from
a first home buyer duty concession or exemption from July 2017 to March 2021—but more needs to be done.
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In this regard, the Victorian Homebuyer Fund will be a key mechanism to make home ownership a reality for
many Victorians.
The Victorian Homebuyer Fund will enable aspiring homeowners to buy sooner by sharing in the capital cost
of purchasing a home. The State’s financial contribution will mean that homeowners will require a lower
initial deposit to get into their own home, free from Lenders’ Mortgage Insurance. Once in the home,
homebuyers will benefit from lower ongoing mortgage costs as their mortgage principal is smaller, making
the loan more affordable.
As the value of the property changes, so too will the value of the State’s proprietary interest. This means the
State will share in any capital gains or losses proportionate to its interest in the property. Participants in the
Victorian Homebuyer Fund will be able to buy out the State’s proprietary interest in the property over time,
including through refinancing; using accumulated savings; or upon sale of the property.
Funding of $500 million, announced in the 2020–21 Budget, has been allocated to fund the State’s financial
contributions, along with $100 million over six years to administer the scheme. This is a significant expansion
on the $50 million HomesVic pilot announced in the 2017–18 Budget, on which the Victorian Homebuyer
Fund is modelled.
The Bill amends the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000 to provide the statutory underpinning for the
Commissioner of State Revenue to administer the scheme. This includes the ability for the Commissioner to
collect and disclose information for the purposes of administering the scheme, under equivalent protections
to the information currently collected from applicants for the First Home Owner Grant. The Bill also makes
amendments to ensure participants in the new scheme and existing HomesVic scheme are not made liable for
land transfer duty when buying back the State’s interest in their home, and that they remain eligible for first
home buyer support measures and the principal place of residence land tax exemption.
The Department of Treasury and Finance will have overall responsibility for the Victorian Homebuyer Fund.
The amendments in this Bill will mean that the Commissioner of State Revenue, with support from the State
Revenue Office, will be able to administer the scheme. This aligns with the State Revenue Office’s
administration of existing supports such as the First Home Owner Grant.
General taxation amendments
This Bill also amends Victorian taxation laws to uphold the effectiveness and integrity of Victoria’s taxation
laws and ensure the law does not operate to the disadvantage of affected taxpayers.
The Bill amends the land tax trust provisions to provide that a nominee holding land on behalf of a partnership
is taken to hold the land subject to a fixed trust, consistent with longstanding administrative practice.
The amendment addresses the impacts of the decision in Commissioner of State Revenue (Vic) v Danvest Pty
Ltd [2017] VSCA 382, and the more recent High Court case of Commissioner of State Revenue (WA) v Rojoda
Pty Ltd [2019] HCA 103, which determined that a partnership is not akin to a fixed trust as the partners hold
no proprietary interest in any specific asset of the partnership. To remove doubt about the intended application
of the legislation, the amendment expressly provides for land tax to be assessed for partnership land in the
same way as it is assessed for fixed trusts, such that the partnership will not be subject to the trust surcharge
if the partners are nominated as beneficial owners of the land.
The Bill amends the definition of ‘discretionary trust’ for land tax purposes to exclude unit trust schemes from
being discretionary trusts. Currently, an ambiguity in the legislation exists for hybrid trusts, which can
technically meet both the definitions of a discretionary trust and unit trust scheme for land tax purposes. As
the definitions overlap, a trustee of a hybrid trust could potentially choose to be categorised in such a way that
provides the greatest tax benefit. This affords them an advantage not available to other types of trust and
creates the potential for revenue leakage. The amendment restores the intended operation of the definitions of
‘discretionary trust’ and ‘unit trust scheme’ as mutually exclusive categories.
The Bill amends the land tax trust provisions to provide for nominated beneficiaries to receive a full deduction
for the land tax assessed for the trustee of a discretionary trust that holds pre‐2006 land. Currently, if a trustee
of a discretionary trust holding land acquired prior to 1 January 2006 nominates a nominated beneficiary as a
deemed owner of the land, any pre‐2006 principal place of residence (PPR) land held by the trustee is assessed
on a single‐holding basis for the trustee but on an aggregated basis for the nominated beneficiary. This means
nominated beneficiaries may receive a deduction for land tax assessed at the trustee level that does not fully
extinguish the liability attributed to the beneficiary for the PPR land. The amendment ensures the nominated
beneficiary is not liable for additional land tax for the pre‐2006 PPR land and restores the intended operation
of provisions.
The Bill amends the formulas for calculating payroll tax for groups given approval to lodge a joint return
covering nominated members of a group (schedule groups) to properly account for the tax relief granted to
employers in bushfire‐affected regions in 2020 (bushfire relief regional employers). Bushfire relief regional
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employers were eligible for a reduced payroll tax rate of 1.2125 per cent effective from 1 July 2019. The
existing formulas do not account for the lower rate granted to bushfire relief regional employers, resulting in
a higher liability than intended for affected groups. The amendment correctly attributes the tax relief rate to
schedule groups that contained bushfire relief regional employers in the relevant financial years. This
amendment operates retrospectively to the introduction of the bushfire tax relief rate on 1 July 2019 to provide
legal certainty about the liabilities of affected groups and to confirm how the SRO has been applying the law.
This retrospective application will not disadvantage taxpayers, as the amendment is purely beneficial and
operates to reduce the tax liability of affected groups to the intended level.
The passage of this Bill will support a substantial increase in investment in Victoria’s mental health system
and assist Victoria’s economic recovery from the COVID‐19 pandemic. It also improves the fairness and
progressivity of Victoria’s tax system and supports the Government’s investment in the services and
infrastructure that Victorians expect and deserve.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (14:21): I move:
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned until tomorrow. Debate adjourned until Friday, 21 May.
GAMBLING REGULATION AMENDMENT (WAGERING AND BETTING TAX) BILL
2021
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Mr PALLAS:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (14:22): I rise to make a contribution on the Gambling Regulation
Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. As has been mentioned today in the Treasurer’s
budget speech, this bill amends the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 to increase the rate of the wagering
and betting tax from 8 to 10 per cent from 1 July 2021 in what is commonly referred to as the POCT,
or the point-of-consumption tax. In making some comments on this bill I would like to say that this
legislation and the content of this legislation have come about after many discussions that have
occurred over probably the past 12 to 18 months, and they were discussions that have taken place
across the chamber. I have had a number of discussions with the minister on this issue and also a
number of discussions with racing industry representatives on this particular matter, and I thank the
minister for those open and honest discussions and also the industry representatives who had input
into the framing of this legislation. I believe that those discussions are the reason that we have this bill
before us today and its contents, which are, I will say, fairly widely regarded as being a commonsense
approach to the increase in the point-of-consumption tax. It is for that reason that I will put on the
record now that we are not opposing this bill.
In short this legislation increases the point-of-consumption tax from 8 per cent to 10 per cent, and this
puts us in line with the point-of-consumption tax that is charged in New South Wales of 10 per cent. I
will say that in some other jurisdictions in this country it is 15 per cent, but I think parity with New
South Wales in this instance is the right way to go. The 2 per cent increase that we are seeing is
hypothecated to the racing industry—it will all go back to the racing industry and into their coffers.
Now, this will provide a level of parity with New South Wales. It will not close the gap completely on
government support to the industry, but it will close the gap, and that is important. It is fairly common
knowledge to followers of the racing industry within Victoria and particularly the thoroughbred industry
in Victoria that to some degree New South Wales has stolen a march on us over recent years in the
creation of some rich races which have unfortunately to a degree impacted on our spring carnival. Their
ability to be able to do that has been from a more generous point-of-consumption tax allocation.
The balance of the point-of-consumption tax, the elements that do not go back to the racing industry,
go to the Hospitals and Charities Fund and also to the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund. The way that this
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tax is formulated will also see a small increase in the allocation that is made to the Anzac fund as well,
and if we are to have another fund that is supported, I think for the Anzac fund to receive more funds
into their coffers is a great outcome and one that members on both sides of this chamber would not
have any problem with or certainly would not argue with. We on this side of the chamber have
traditionally opposed tax increases, but as this is giving us some parity with New South Wales and the
entirety of this increase is going back to the racing industry, this is an increase that we are not opposing.
The point-of-consumption tax itself is relatively new to this country and came into place in 2019. We
have seen a shifting landscape in punting in this country. I do not mind the odd flutter myself, but the
emergence of the corporate bookmaking sector in competition to a degree with our parimutuel tote has
seen a number of punters who were traditionally tote punters shifting over to these betting agencies.
Of course it is our parimutuel tote that has largely funded our great racing industry historically, so the
point-of-consumption tax was probably twofold: it was to create a more level playing field in relation
to wagering operators, but it was also to continue the support, the financial support, of our great racing
industry.
Now, states and territories across the country have introduced a point-of-consumption tax, and in
recent years, with the additional growth in those that are now punting through online bookmakers, it
has obtained greater importance to get this tax right. It relates to taxing the bets where they are laid—
for example, the point of bet, the point of consumption. If there was one criticism of this tax from a
racing industry perspective, it was that when it was introduced only 1.5 per cent was to go back as a
return to the industry. I think this increase that we are seeing in this legislation rectifies that balance to
a degree. But it was always, I guess, intended to review the point-of-consumption tax at this time, and
that review has taken place, input has been provided from the various racing industry stakeholders and
we have arrived at this point in time today where we have the bill in Parliament.
As I mentioned earlier, in different states we have had different levels of a point-of-consumption tax,
and Victoria’s at 8 per cent was actually the lowest. Some other states are 15 per cent, and
unfortunately returns to the industry in some of those other states are minimal, if any, with a
considerable amount going into government coffers. But the two pre-eminent racing states in
Australia, being Victoria and New South Wales, will now arrive at close to some level of parity as a
result of this tax—not quite there yet, but with the changes in this legislation we are certainly a lot
closer. As the Treasurer pointed out in his second-reading speech, smaller wagering operators will
continue to be protected by the $1 million tax-free threshold, and this will include bookmakers who
predominantly operate on course. These changes are expected to increase the gross annual point-ofconsumption tax payment to the industry from around $47.6 million to $83.3 million in 2021–22.
Whilst I have not had a chance to look at the budget papers as yet in detail, I would hope that that is
accurately reflected in the budget papers that we have had released today.
Now, this will make a big difference. At present in New South Wales we have races like the Everest,
we have got the Golden Eagle and we have got the Kosciuszko, and I think recently we just had another
one announced, the Harbour Cup, which is another $1.5 million race. A lot of these races with elevated
prize money levels that Racing NSW are announcing are impacting on our carnivals. They are dividing
the pool of the top-quality horses between the two states—therefore the jockeys—and therefore that
has implications on racing within the two different jurisdictions. I would hope that Racing Victoria
and Racing NSW can come together at some stage to ensure that we are working together rather
working in opposition—I guess they are probably the words that I am looking for.
We have a scenario where this industry, as fantastic and as great as it is—and I know that it enjoys the
support of the vast majority of members in this chamber and the public—has enough people who do
not like racing, who are a constant voice of negativity. There are a couple who sit in this chamber and
a couple in the other place, and their existence means that those who are supporters of the racing industry
do not need to be at each other’s throats and do not need to be fighting with each other. A unified
approach there on having a strong and vibrant racing industry in Australia is critically important.

BILLS
Thursday, 20 May 2021

Legislative Assembly

1613

What we do not want to see is programming competition between the two states that might be
advantageous to one state but detrimental to the other, where we get into this game of one-upmanship
of who can offer the biggest prize money and who can impact the other state’s carnivals and racing
programs—‘By scheduling this race, that’ll upset them’. We just do not want to head down that path.
It is unfortunately a path that we have started to head down and that we need to rectify. We do not
need to be splitting the best horses and jockeys nationwide. So what we want to do is have those
discussions take place. What I do not want to see is this increase in funding to the industry in Victoria
that comes about as part of this legislation being used for that combative element with New South
Wales to, I guess, schedule major prize money races that are going to impact on their racing carnivals
and the like.
Obviously we do need to keep step in that we need to make our peak races attractive, but we also need
very significant investment in our grassroots racing in this state—country racing, picnic racing—
where a number of our key racing industry figures initially cut their teeth. You know, what we need
to see is investment in prize money levels at the lower level. We need to see club facilities improved.
There are still clubs without specific female jockey change rooms and the like.
We need to see improved animal welfare investment. We have come a long way over recent years in
relation to improving animal welfare outcomes in the racing industry, but there is still room to do more
work and there is still room to improve, and we certainly want to see that occur. It cannot be the
unspoken element of our industry that is discussed in whispers. We are doing a lot better, and we need
to continue to do a lot better.
When we are talking about this increase in support for the sector, I would like to make some pretty
general comments just about the racing industry in this state and how important it is as an economic
driver, as an employer and as part of our heritage really as Victorians and Australians. That was no
more evident than down at the Warrnambool carnival last week. I was at the Warrnambool carnival
with the minister and the member for South-West Coast. Former Premier Napthine was there. Just to
experience that real racing culture was absolutely magnificent. I should put on the record that the
former Premier, Dr Napthine, got my day off to a really good start. I walked on the course, bumped
into Denis and he tipped me a winner straightaway, which was very good. I think the Minister for
Racing actually backed it as well. But to be on course at Warrnambool and to be amongst that racing
crowd and realise what a massive economic driver it is in that town is absolutely huge. It is a fantastic
carnival, as is the Swan Hill carnival that is coming up in a matter of weeks time. We have the member
for Murray Plains here in the chamber, and he will attest to the fact that that is a massive economic
driver in his electorate. It brings people from all over Australia into that town. It books out all the motel
rooms. They are filling up with fuel, they are drinking coffee, they are going out for dinner. It is a huge
economic driver.
I have spoken about Warrnambool and Swan Hill, but you can duplicate that right across rural and
regional communities throughout this state. Every race meeting brings people into the town, every
race meeting employs people. It is a huge economic driver. And if you think about the supports to the
industry—the farriers, the feed merchants, the float drivers, the tyres on the floats—it is just neverending where the racing industry stimulates our great economy.
Going back to Warrnambool and the racing down there, we had Gold Medals and Zed Em, two of the
greatest jumpers in the country, fighting out the major race on the program, the Grand Annual. Gold
Medals has now had two wins and two seconds in that race, and Zed M has got a first, I think, two
seconds and a third. There was Brett Scott’s great win in the Galleywood—the trainer, after being
tragically kicked in the head by a horse months ago and it being touch and go as to whether he was
going to survive, comes back and trains a winner. These are the sorts of racing industry stories that are
absolutely magnificent.
In speaking about the economic importance, racing injects $4.3 billion annually into Victoria’s
economy and sustains the equivalent of 33 000 full-time jobs—$4.3 billion economically and
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33 000 full-time jobs. No-one should question the importance of this great industry to our state. But it
is particularly important in rural and regional Victoria. There are more than 100 clubs that support just
on 10 000 full-time equivalent jobs in rural and regional Victoria and an estimated $1.5 billion
annually in economic value. So when you think of that economic input into not only our city—it is not
just all about the Spring Racing Carnival; it is about our country race meetings and our country
carnivals as well. I had the pleasure in the last couple of years of heading up to—we talk about
Flemington—probably the polar opposite to Flemington: Hinnomunjie and Canni Creek, the picnic
races in my electorate. I am sure no-one has heard of those towns, but Canni Creek is a little place just
out of Buchan that was ravaged by fires. They had a big meeting last year. They only have an annual
meeting, but they had a big meeting last year weeks after the fires and then were back there again this
year. At Hinnomunjie, which I was unable to get to this year, I tell you what, that picnic racing is
country racing at its very, very best. It brings communities together, it gets people talking and the funds
raised go back into those communities to support a whole range of worthwhile projects. So we can
never underestimate the value of racing in this state at any level.
Just getting back on the tax for a moment, I have spoken about the contribution to the industry but this
tax, as I touched on before, also contributes to the Hospitals and Charities Fund and the Anzac Day
Proceeds Fund. That increase to the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund—we can look online at all the great
projects that it has funded over recent years, and I very much look forward to putting on my other hat
as the Shadow Minister for Veterans Affairs and seeing the additional supports that are provided in
relation to raising awareness of those who have served this country and have allowed us to enjoy the
great lifestyle that we do enjoy and the democracy that we enjoy in this country. According to the
Treasurer, that will be about an addition $100 000 per year under the formula set out under the
legislation, and that should be able to fund a whole range of very important projects through the Anzac
fund. This increased funding will provide more money for a whole range of activities within the racing
industry and also within our veterans community.
For all the reasons mentioned earlier, the future of our racing industry needs to be supported. It needs
to be protected. We need to stand up to those who oppose this great industry that is an important part
of our history and our heritage. It is a provider of thousands of jobs. It is a massive economic driver.
These changes in this legislation here today, that we have arrived at through bipartisan discussions and
a bipartisan approach and discussions with racing industry representatives, will help keep Victoria as
one of the pre-eminent racing states and help keep racing in Victoria extremely strong. It is for these
reasons that we will not be opposing this bill.
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) (14:42): It is a pleasure to rise to contribute to the debate today on the
Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. I am pleased that the
opposition will be supporting this bill, and I acknowledge the spirit of bipartisanship in the comments
by the opposition’s lead speaker, the shadow minister, on this issue. I acknowledge that racing is not
everybody’s cup of tea, and I have not been—
A member interjected.
Mr STAIKOS: They are not here, no. I think I know who you are referring to. I have not had much
direct involvement in the racing industry per se, but I did spend eight years on the Caulfield Racecourse
Reserve Trust. That started back when I was on Glen Eira City Council as a council nominee, but I
remained on the trust, as it was structured back then, as a government appointee for a number of years
after that. While my main focus as a Caulfield Racecourse trustee was on getting the community
greater access to that racecourse, I got to know a little bit—and I say a little bit—about the racing
industry during that time, and particularly how important it is culturally and economically to Victoria.
The Spring Racing Carnival, for instance: of course we cannot look at last year’s spring carnival, but
if you look at the 2019 spring carnival, for instance, what that contributed was $387.6 million in direct
spending and $743 million in gross economic benefit. There were nearly 618 000 people attending
Victorian racecourses during the Spring Racing Carnival; more than 89 000 out-of-state individuals
attended. There were more than 300 000 bed nights—people staying in Victorian hotels from
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interstate—and more than $76 million in fashion and personal grooming spends. So it contributes a
lot to our economy. Then when you take into consideration the whole of the racing industry—and
certainly for regional and rural communities, country racing is very, very important—the racing
industry is one of the state’s most significant industries. It delivers more than $4.3 billion in economic
activity and supports over 34 000 full-time equivalent jobs, so just for those reasons a racing industry
in Victoria is very important, and that is why it is very important that the government supports the
Victorian racing industry.
What this bill does is it amends the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 to increase the point-ofconsumption tax rate for wagering and betting from 8 per cent to 10 per cent from 1 July this year.
This change will support an increase in the point-of-consumption tax payment to the Victorian racing
industry from 1.5 to 3.5 per cent, helping bridge the funding gap between the New South Wales racing
industry and the Victorian racing industry. This will be done by a Treasurer’s determination following
passage of the bill, consistent with the existing legislative framework. The bill is short, it is simple, it
is straightforward. It merely changes the existing tax rate, as I said, from 8 per cent to 10 per cent. The
underlying purpose of this bill and what we are talking about today is increasing our support to our
racing industry, which many of us believe is the best in Australia.
The government conducted targeted consultation with the sector as part of the review of the point-ofconsumption tax tabled in November last year. Our government is committed to ensuring all wagering
operators pay their fair share of wagering and betting tax whilst maintaining tax settings that support
a competitive Victorian racing industry and wagering industry. The government’s point-ofconsumption tax framework provides that level playing field, ensuring all wagering and betting
providers pay their fair share. The point-of-consumption tax was also designed to ensure there was no
adverse impact on Victoria’s racing industry, which is a major part of Victoria’s sporting landscape
and cultural tradition, and to protect tens of thousands of jobs that are supported by our racing industry.
In November last year the Treasurer tabled a review of the existing tax framework in Parliament. The
point-of-consumption tax review concluded that the government’s point-of-consumption tax was
successful in achieving its objectives. It found the introduction of the point-of-consumption tax had
not affected the growth in wagering operators’ net wagering revenue on Victorian racing industry
events. The review also found that the $1 million tax-free threshold has reduced the regulatory burden
of the point-of-consumption tax on small operators without significantly reducing tax revenue—
getting the balance right. The review also found that increasing the point-of-consumption tax rate from
8 per cent to 10 per cent would be consistent with maintaining this effective balance. The proposed
10 per cent rate brings Victoria’s point-of-consumption tax rate into alignment with that of New South
Wales and remains lower than the 15 per cent rate in other jurisdictions across Australia.
All of the additional revenue raised will flow to the Victorian racing industry. The bill will increase
the gross point-of-consumption tax payment by around $47.6 million next year. The change will also
increase the annual donation to the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund, which supports veterans. Based on
legislative changes the government made previously, a portion of the point-of-consumption tax
revenue from the month of April will be donated to the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund. This payment
approximates the revenue raised from wagering and betting activities that occur on Anzac Day. The
increase in the tax rate to 10 per cent is expected to increase the annual donation to the Anzac Day
Proceeds Funds by around $100 000 a year. The balance of the revenue will continue to be paid into
the Hospitals and Charities Fund, which is used to support hospitals and health and community
services in Victoria.
The Victorian government announced in January 2021 that the increased pass-through will see the net
benefit to the Victorian racing industry increase by around $20 million per annum. The increase will
be provided to the three controlling bodies for racing in Victoria, being Racing Victoria, Harness
Racing Victoria and Greyhound Racing Victoria. The additional support for the industry through the
passage of this bill will ensure that the three bodies can continue to invest in prize money returns for
the thousands of Victorian participants that work in the industry and most importantly invest in
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important animal welfare and participant welfare measures and invest in world-class racing and
training facilities and infrastructure that will attract visitors and investment into Victoria. The revenue
will also be critical in helping to close the gap with the New South Wales racing industry in terms of
funding support that it receives from government funding streams.
It is imperative that the Victorian government continues to support an industry that supports many
thousands of jobs to ensure that Victorian racing maintains its pre-eminence and to ensure that
overseas and interstate racing investment is brought to Victoria. As I said, this is such an important
industry to Victoria that creates many jobs, that supports tens of thousands of jobs, that creates billions
of dollars in economic activity. When you consider the high-profile spring carnival—the Caulfield
Cup, the Melbourne Cup, you name it, at Flemington, at Caulfield, at Moonee Valley—it showcases
Melbourne and Victoria to the rest of the world.
A strong and vibrant racing industry is also key for regional Victoria, where more than 100 clubs are
supported by more than 80 000 individuals who are involved in the industry, either as a participant, an
employee or indeed a volunteer. This includes more than 20 000 full-time equivalent jobs across
regional Victoria. In Ballarat, for instance, that is 1300 full-time equivalent jobs and an economic
impact in that region of $48 million. In Bendigo it is more than 1200 full-time equivalent jobs and an
economic impact of $34 million. In Geelong it is 1100 full-time equivalent jobs and an economic
impact of $20 million. And in the outer Melbourne region it is 10 300 full-time equivalent jobs and an
economic impact of $180 million.
It is for all of those reasons that this legislation just makes good sense. It is an important industry. As
I said, it is not everybody’s cup of tea, but one thing we can all agree on is that racing supports many
tens of thousands of jobs in this state and creates a lot of economic activity, worth well over $4 billion.
And it is for those reasons that I support everything in this bill. I commend it to the house, and I wish
it a speedy passage.
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (14:51): I rise to speak on the Gambling Regulation Amendment
(Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. This is a bill that, as has already been flagged, the opposition
are not opposing. One of the things that has been said and is agreed on, certainly, is the importance of
the racing industry in Victoria. We have heard that it is a $4.3 billion industry—that is what it adds to
the economy annually, and that is significant—with some 34 000 full-time equivalent jobs. It is also
important when we are in National Volunteer Week to actually consider the work that many, many
volunteers in the racing industry do. In the smaller clubs it is very difficult when there are fewer
volunteers, and some of them are feeling it is really hard to just keep up the work that is required to
really help keep the racing industry in good stead for the future.
The purpose of this bill is very simple. It amends the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 to increase the
rate of wagering and betting tax from 8 to 10 per cent from 1 July 2021. It is a very brief bill, and it
only has that one purpose. Essentially what it does is it taxes gamblers who use corporate online
bookmakers, primarily foreign, on where the gambler resides. Now, these point-of-consumption taxes
are designed to level the playing field, and I think that is important, with the TAB turnover, which
largely funds the industry. So we originally had the TAB and what it did and how it was used—and
things have changed a lot, with more and more competitors in this field and in this space.
Now, one of the things that is important for Victoria is an environmental scan within the racing
industry to keep our eye on what New South Wales is doing. New South Wales have jumped the gun
a little bit. They have stolen something from Victoria, I guess you could say. They created this event:
The Everest, the world’s richest turf race. You know, $15 million in prize money is really quite
extraordinary. That has, I guess, had a little bit of an impact on Victorian racing.
Racing Victoria has estimated that these new arrangements mean that industry expects to see an
increase of around $20 million per annum from net receipts from the tax in 2021–22. Now, I do note
that the budget papers today actually had, for the forward estimates, $45 million to $50 million each
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year. So I am figuring that the extra $25 million or so is for the other codes—harness racing as well as
greyhounds. I look at the three—racing, pacing and chasing—codes that we have in Victoria and how
they really do add so much to local economies.
Now, the rate that they pay in New South Wales is 10 per cent, and this bill will be moving us to that,
but in the overall scheme of things Victoria is not quite at parity with New South Wales. It is important
that we start to close the gap here, and I think what is really important about this tax is that it is directed
back into racing. It is not going into the general government coffers, which is a good thing. If we
consider the racing coffers, I do not want to see this just about the big end of racing. I do not want to
see this benefit just the large racetracks that might need a lot of work. We have a lot of picnic events.
I do not want to see the prize money get jacked up, particularly for the large races, and the picnics and
smaller clubs miss out.
My family and I are very familiar with racing. We have been long-time members of the Victoria
Racing Club and the Yarra Valley Racing club. Also I am a member of a couple of other smaller racing
clubs. I just want to talk about the investment and the importance of investment by this government
through this tax in the smaller clubs. I am going to start with picnic racing. Picnic racing really does
create such a boost for local economies in small towns. I look at the five picnic racetracks that I have—
Mansfield, Merton, Alexandra, Yea and Healesville—and I have Yarra Valley Racing, which has
harness racing and gallops at Yarra Glen. We also have a dog track at Healesville. So my electorate is
heavily invested in the success of smaller racing clubs regardless of what they are.
One of the things we have certainly noticed in thoroughbred picnic racing is that we have seen a
significant growth in female jockey participation, and this has been fairly consistent in recent years.
Sometimes 50 per cent of the jockeys are actually female on the race day, so it is important that clubs
are supported to develop good, female-friendly facilities, and the government can do a lot of work in
this space. We have some excellent picnic jockeys. Courtney Pace, the champion last year, has done
a great job, and there are Dani Walker, Caitlin King and Debbie Waymouth, who everybody would
know. But I think one of the things that is really changing the face of female jockeys is the success of
Jamie Kah. Jamie Kah has really burst onto the scene in these last few years, and she has almost hit
1000 wins. She has had a whole bunch at first class. She is 77th in the world, and she has nearly had
1000 wins with five group 1 winners. There was one at Randwick very, very recently. What Jamie is
doing is putting women and racing absolutely on the map. We saw the success of Michelle Payne on
Prince of Penzance a few years ago in winning the Melbourne Cup, which was an amazing feat, but
we have got Jamie leading at the minute. She is an extraordinary role model for younger jockeys, and
I think that this will encourage more women to take it up.
We know that racing begins at the picnic tracks. Investment at Yea, for example—Yea could certainly
do with improvements to change rooms for the women to change in. At the moment they change in
the ladies toilets of the golf club, and it is very small, very poky. You go in there and they are tripping
over each other. It is just not good enough. At Yea they have got male and female jockey change
rooms in the clubhouse and toilets area. Their female area is small and under COVID only three
jockeys can use that room, so with the increase in female riders the current change rooms are too small
anyway. The biggest challenge is getting people interested in joining the committee and filling
particular roles. Yea could do with an ambulance track as well. Healesville have separate change
rooms with all facilities, but I think they say they have had a ladies bracelet for years, so maybe they
were ahead of the game. But a new administration building there would be sensational.
At Mansfield the jockey room, male and female, was built in the 1940s and 50s and is approaching
the point that it needs to be condemned. Internal walls have asbestos cladding, and there are rotten
exterior walls, leaking roofs and rotten internal floors, which require patch-ups annually to get to the
minimum level. There is certainly a lot of work that can be done at Mansfield to pick them up to decent
standards, and they are one of the clubs who are certainly saying that there is pretty well 50 per cent
women now participating in those events.
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Yarra Valley Racing is a bit different; I am a long-time member there. They are a much larger club
and have a great big grandstand and some good facilities, but they are very keen for a new amenities
block with toilets, a TAB stand and a shelter. When they have a lot of marquees, they have to hire a
lot of portaloos. There comes a cost with those. As everyone knows, portaloos are not ideal; I guess a
lot of women probably go into those loos grudgingly or look for alternative ones. I know Yarra Valley
have had quotes upward of $500 000 for this amenities block, and I think it would be a marvellous
asset for Yarra Valley Racing and the local community. The existing toilet block, for example, is quite
antiquated and really not up to the standard expected by people that actually go out there for
celebrations and really to have that marquee experience. At the moment we have got COVID-19. We
are looking for projects and things that are ready to go. The Yarra Valley Racing club would be very,
very keen to get a grant, to get some help to really push this project along. Merton racing have one
meeting a year, on New Year’s Day, and that is a fabulous day. They have had some recent upgrades
in the last few years that make it a terrific day out.
The opposition are not opposing this bill, but one thing that we are very keen on is to make sure that
the windfalls, the dividends that we see here, do not just go to the top end—the big end of town—with
that racing. We want to see that spread to the smaller regional areas. The picnic clubs and the smaller
racecourses around Kilmore, Seymour and the Yarra Valley in and around my area would greatly
appreciate some of the dividends from this tax.
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) (15:01): It is my pleasure to make a contribution to the Gambling
Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. This bill amends the Gambling
Regulation Act 2003 to increase the wagering and betting tax rate from 8 per cent to 10 per cent from
1 July 2021. Of course, as mentioned by previous speakers, this tax rate will support an increase to the
share of tax revenue provided to the Victorian racing industry, and I am sure that Racing Victoria and
Harness Racing Victoria and Greyhound Racing Victoria will ensure that the dividend is shared
equally across many of our racing clubs in Victoria, including those in regional Victoria, who we know
are sometimes the focal point for some of our smaller regional communities.
In the Bendigo region there are more than 1200 FTE jobs, including an economic impact of training
expenditure in our region of $34 million, from the racing industry. We have the Bendigo Jockey Club.
We also have the harness racing and greyhound racing clubs at our wonderful facility in Junortoun.
Not only is the industry a key employer across regional Victoria, creating more than 20 000 full-time
equivalent jobs, but it provides key community hubs for regional towns and centres, as has been
mentioned. The Bendigo Jockey Club hosts many fundraising events for our smaller communities as
well. One that comes to mind is the very well attended Marong Cup, which is a must do on the Bendigo
racing calendar. That is not just a race, it is also a social occasion, as is our annual Bendigo Cup. The
clubs provide key infrastructure for the local communities as well as venues for weddings and
celebrations and all sorts of events, which brings in funding for them.
One of the really important initiatives around this additional tax for the racing industry is the increase
in revenue that will go towards supporting a number of programs that are really important. One of
those is Greyhound Racing Victoria’s successful Greyhound Adoption Program, the GAP, which I
know many members here are very fond of and some have actually adopted greyhounds from that
program. One of the things about this program that is really exciting for me is that the Tarrengower
women’s prison, near Maldon in my electorate, runs a GAP for the inmates in that prison. It is such a
successful program. Since it has been running—and I believe it was former Attorney-General Rob
Hulls who initiated this program—there has been an uplift in the number of greyhounds being adopted
of more than 84 per cent since 2014–15.
Racing Victoria also has a very strong commitment to animal welfare programs. It is a $25 million
program. We have seen the expansion of the post-racing career of many, many thoroughbreds and extrotters as well from the harness racing industry. The funding is for thoroughbreds post racing, the
foster program and supporting the thoroughbreds who are retired from the industry. It is a really
important program. I think many of those horses, people see them running on their TV screens,
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whether it be in the Melbourne Cup or other really important races, and we do not really follow to see
what happens post their retirement from the track. It also will continue to support the harness racing
Harness Education and Rehoming Opportunities program, which offers support to harness racing
horses after they have retired. They are most usually standard-bred horses. The Edwards family in
Bendigo has a very strong connection with the Bendigo Harness Racing Club. My late father-in-law,
Jim Edwards, was a trainer and also a driver at the harness racing track and trained a number of
successful horses over his career. My late husband, Lindsay, was also the youngest harness racing
driver at the Junortoun track when he was a young man. We were always very fond of a trip to the
trots, as it was called, on a Friday night.
I want to talk a little bit about gambling and its impact without taking anything away from this
important bill and the income that will be generated from it. I want to talk a little bit about gambling
in particular because I have been on the board of the Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation now
for I think nearly seven years as an elected member from this house. We are essentially and mainly
about prevention of gambling harm. We do not see anything in relation to the banning of gambling or
the banning of industries that have gambling placed upon them, but I am mindful of the fact that the
industry, the horseraces, the races, can be problematic. Many of us enjoy going to the races, many of
us enjoy putting a few dollars on a race here and there, and I am sure most of us have had a flutter on
the Melbourne Cup at some stage. But I just want to read to you a brief extract from an article, which
is from 2015, about just how subversive gambling can be, particularly in relation to horseracing. This
is from a young gentleman called Jake Newstadt from August 2015. He stated:
I started to like horse racing when I was 12.
For me, gambling started out as a Saturday afternoon hobby, betting on the races at home with my dad and
brother. But what started out as a harmless hobby, over time, began to consume my life.
When I was 17 I started going to the races frequently and would often lose more than I could afford. While at
university, my part-time jobs always revolved around gambling. At first I worked for a lottery company, then
at a TAB agency.
…
After my commerce degree, I landed my dream role as a racing and sports trader at a well-known online
betting company. It was now my job to live and breathe gambling and racing. I found myself devoting more
and more of my spare time to it. I’d look forward to finishing work so I could go home to gamble. I’d often
bet on my phone while driving home. Despite a no-gambling policy at work, I’d sometimes take my phone
to the bathroom and bet.

So gambling infiltrated this young man’s life significantly, which started in his early childhood with
visits to the racing track with his father and his brother, and the consequences of that in his later life
were absolutely devastating. He did finally escape the clutches of that type of gambling.
I just want to bring to the attention of the house a really important initiative from the Victorian
Responsible Gambling Foundation, and that is our education program in our schools, the school
education program, because I think it is important for young people to understand that they can
separate out sport, racing and other forms of gambling from what is a fun time to what can become a
very tragic time for people. The school program offers face-to-face and online information sessions
for young people in schools around responsible gambling and gambling harm. It has secondary
curriculum-based units in the curriculum for schools and it has many articles that can be put in school
newsletters. It has information and parent fact sheets for parents to be able to communicate to their
young children and their family members about the harm of gambling, and it also has a young
Aboriginal people’s awareness program, which is about reducing harm, particularly in relation to
young Aboriginal people, and raising gambling awareness in our Aboriginal communities.
Drawing on the latest research, the school education program is a free prevention initiative that
supports secondary school communities to help students navigate the new gambling landscape and
avoid harm from gambling. I just wanted to mention those few points because I think it is important
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when we talk about anything where gambling is involved that we also mention the great work of the
Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation in working towards preventing harm from gambling.
But in relation to this particular bill, I might sum it up by quoting from the second-reading speech,
which highlights the importance of the bill:
These changes support the Government’s commitment to work closely with Victoria’s racing industry to
respond to challenges and ensure that thousands of jobs are retained and Victoria maintains its status as
Australia’s pre-eminent racing state. The reforms strike the right balance in providing additional industry
support and encouraging ongoing investment that underpins thousands of jobs across the state.

And on that note, I commend the bill to the house.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (15:11): I rise to make some comments on the Gambling
Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. As you have heard already from our
lead speaker, the member for Gippsland East and Shadow Minister for Racing, the opposition will not
be opposing this bill.
I want to make some comments specifically on the racecourse in my electorate—that is, Caulfield
Racecourse—and the Melbourne Racing Club. Firstly, I want to commend a lot of the great work that
the Melbourne Racing Club does, particularly around the support it gives for the community, and that
has been particularly seen in more recent years under the leadership of Josh Blanksby, the CEO of
Melbourne Racing Club, and Peter Le Grand, the chair of the racing club. One of the things that we
have seen of late, following a lot of work that we did—I did a lot of work championing this also with
the member for Oakleigh—is that we got a new Caulfield Racecourse Reserve Trust set up. That is to
ensure that we have a separate Caulfield Racecourse trust, which manages the middle of the
racecourse, and then obviously the Melbourne Racing Club, which is a tenant of the club, that ensures
that racing is kept to a premium. In the past we have seen a lot of that not being able to work in as
conducive a manner as we would hope. In fact the two groups have been working at odds with one
another. I am pleased to report, and it is great to see, that we have got the trust and the racing club
working together to ultimately deliver the best possible opportunities for the community.
The racing club in recent times has done a lot of work in its foundation, the MRC Foundation, which
contributes a lot of money back to the community. I attended the foundation ball only a few weeks
ago. The MRC Foundation is headed by Patricia Faulkner, who does a lot of work in the community.
She also chairs Jesuit Social Services, and I have had conversations with her around corrections and
some of their important work around corrections and youth justice. But in her work as chair of the
foundation—along with Josh and other members; I know Teresa Poon has been terrific in ensuring
that the foundation continues to grow—she has raised a lot of money for the community. I think last
year it was about $640 000 from events. They had the ball in the previous year—from which money
went to Equine Pathways and rehab work—that raised $161 000. This year that was topped, with
$170 000, and that increase is going to the Mirabel Foundation. The Mirabel Foundation helps support
those young people that are brought up by carers, often grandparents. Many of those are families that
are affected by drugs, and the Mirabel Foundation does fantastic work in providing support for carers
and kids. We heard a really, really impressive story in terms of the work that Mirabel does at the
foundation ball.
The other thing that the foundation does is some great work on a charity race day. We have about
13 charities which are supported from this race day. Each of those charities gets the opportunity to
have a horse in the race, and the winning horse—the money goes back to supporting that particular
charity. Any dollars that are collected by the charity in terms of tickets sold go back to the charity as
well. And we have had some great organisations that have been involved in that charity: local
organisations; Ronald McDonald House; Camp Quality; Challenge; Down Syndrome Victoria; Living
Legends, which actually does a lot of work in rehoming retired racehorses; and the National Jockeys
Trust, which we know does really, really important work. And as part of what we are talking about
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today in the gambling regulation bill, a lot of that work in terms of welfare for jockeys and animal
welfare is something that is really important and that needs to be supported.
I want to just make some comments in terms of particularly the land management plan of the Caulfield
Racecourse Reserve. Now, this is a great plan. It is a really good plan, and what it does is it says that
the middle of that racecourse will be turned into public open space, which will include running
facilities, it will include sporting facilities—a whole range of additional opportunities back to the
community, passive and active space.
Mr Dimopoulos interjected.
Mr SOUTHWICK: I hear the member for Oakleigh cheering with excitement, and certainly he
has been involved with me in a lot of that work. It is really, really important. So we have, if you like,
the architectural drawings for taking this forward, and I must say that it was disappointing that we
have not seen in this budget some dollars that are committed to the next stage to actually take that
fantastic plan and put it into action. So that is something that we really need to see happen, and I know
that I will be rallying very closely with the member for Oakleigh to hopefully ensure that we see some
money at one point in time being delivered.
I do say this was a really, really big opportunity. We had the Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change come out and kick off the launch of the land management plan, and we had a really
nice glossy brochure which showed all of the wonderful opportunities for this space. And I know the
community have been crying out for it. You have probably heard me say ad nauseam in this house
that Glen Eira has the lowest amount of open space in any municipality in Melbourne, so we definitely
need to do something to upgrade the space we have, and providing sporting fields and open space
opportunities within the middle of that racecourse is an opportunity that we cannot miss out on.
Therefore we do desperately need those dollars. And as I say at every opportunity, we should be
looking at where that is funded. Only a moment ago the budget was handed down, and we did not see
there was any money forthcoming particularly for that. So I will not be giving up. I will be continuing
to advocate very, very strongly to see the money coming forward, and I will work with anybody—
including the minister, including other members on the other side of the house, backbenchers and
everybody that we possibly can—to get this delivered. As I say, it is very important.
Can I also put on record the work of Glen Eira council on this as well. They have been very, very
diligent in ensuring that we get the best result possible. I know Margaret Esakoff and her councillors
and Rebecca McKenzie, the CEO, have been working hard to ensure that we get the best in terms of
that racecourse reserve. I am not always complimentary of everything our local councils do. There
have been a couple of issues, particularly around the Inkerman Road bike path that I have made
mention of and been very critical of and also some concerns about our recycling program that we have
got happening at the moment, but on this, when it comes to the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve, they
have been absolutely focused on getting the best outcome for the community. It is all about
consultation, it is all about community, it is all about providing that space.
The fact that we are able to see that we have got Melbourne Racing Club under Josh Blanksby and the
board being able to work very closely with the trust—with Sam Almaliki and his team, the other
directors and Andrew Paxton, the CEO of the trust—having everybody working really well, is
something that I have not seen in the 10 years that I have been a member of Parliament. It is great that
we see people actually working together. It is the start of something that I think will be very, very
fruitful going forward. But you can have the best people in the world, you can have the best plans in
the world, but if you do not have the dollars forthcoming to actually make the people and the plans
happen, then unfortunately all they are are dreams. And that is what I will be focusing on from here
and every single day I possibly can to ensure we make those dreams a reality.
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Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) (15:20): I also rise to make a contribution to the Gambling
Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. This bill that we are debating today is
quite a straightforward and in some ways simple bill, but of course it is very, very important in terms
of the racing industry. It is a necessary change that basically supports the amount of revenue from the
wagering and betting industry through increasing the tax that will go to the racing industry to ensure
that it continues as a viable industry; it continues to support the many, many jobs that it does; and it
remains competitive with other states around the country, which are also trying to get a piece of the
action of the racing industry, which also often falls into areas around tourism, particularly when we
are looking at the terrible year that we have had and are continuing to have and the awful things that
are happening around the world. My sympathy goes out to in particular India at this moment and all
the Indian Australians that have loved ones overseas and are really feeling the loss and terribleness
that is happening over there.
I got off track a bit there, I am afraid, but I will come back to the bill. I suppose everything that we
debate now and talk about is seen through the lens of the pandemic, which always brings back
memories of what it has done and the effects that it has had. So the core of the bill, as I said, is a
commitment to bettering our racing industry, and in doing so we will continue its competitiveness and
we will also continue providing good jobs. Of course it is an entertainment industry that provides a lot
of enjoyment and happiness to some people, but as the Deputy Speaker and previous speaker have
raised, there is also the really tragic and terrible side of gambling that has affected many people’s lives
and their families when it becomes something which people are addicted to.
Now, I do not have as much experience of the horseracing industry as some others have spoken about,
and I guess I should say when we are talking about the racing industry and this increase in the tax,
which will be a tax at the point of consumption—so a tax that is taken at the time a bet is waged and
that the betting and wagering industry must pay—that this tax applies to the horseracing industry, the
harness racing industry and also the greyhound racing industry. I have probably the most experience
in the greyhound racing industry compared with others, so maybe I will just talk a little bit about that
before going on to further discussion around the bill.
I know the Meadows greyhound racing track, which is in the electorate of the member for
Broadmeadows. I have been there many times. That is an incredibly well maintained track with a fairly
high standard of facilities. Of course it is taxation like this that goes back into the industries that allow
for these really good pieces of infrastructure that encourage people to go to them because they are
comfortable, they are a nice place to be, and this is what this increased revenue will provide for—
better services for those that want to go and watch the races. It will support the industry in attracting
the good racing dogs or horses via better prize money, and also it will ensure even better animal welfare
standards within the industries that will get this extra revenue through the tax that we are talking about.
By comparison I also went to the Geelong greyhound track not that long ago, and sadly the
infrastructure is not as good as it is at the Meadows track. But hopefully through these extra measures
for revenue there can also be upgrades there; I am pretty certain that it was the state Labor government
that actually provided the investment at the Meadows to allow for that club to really advance in terms
of the facilities that they offer people. Of course we want people to come to Victoria and having great
days like the Melbourne Cup, which brings in people from not only around the state but around the
world. When we can do that at some stage again in the future, we do not want other states such as New
South Wales trying to take away our events and take them over the border to New South Wales.
This increase in the revenue, in the tax base, is also one that puts us in line with New South Wales so
that we are able to provide the racing industry with similar revenue to that of New South Wales and
so the industries can remain competitive, as I said, in attracting the good races through really good
prize money as well as attracting more visitors through better infrastructure. And this is not an
economic issue but a humanitarian or a welfare issue—we want to make sure that the welfare of the
animals that give us so much in terms of enjoyment and jobs in these industries is also considered and

BILLS
Thursday, 20 May 2021

Legislative Assembly

1623

looked after and that we have enough in the revenue stream to provide proper services and oversight
to ensure the animals are kept in a proper state and properly looked after.
When going through the actual legislation, the state government introduced what is called the pointof-consumption framework for the taxation of wagering and betting in Victoria in 2019. It was to make
sure that all wagering and betting providers put in an equal share or paid their fair share. It seems that
since 2019 this really has worked very well in that it is an equitable system—all are paying their fair
share and that money is going back into the industry. When this framework was reviewed in 2020,
while it was seen that it was a good system for creating the desired effect—what the government was
looking for in terms of outcome—it was a little bit short of what was being charged in the same manner
in New South Wales. So the idea is that we maintain an equal playing field and do the same as New
South Wales in order to provide that bit of extra revenue so that we can compete in all aspects. This is
all about encouraging the ongoing viability of the racing industry in Victoria and making sure, as I
said, that we are not losing events or missing opportunities because other states are able to do
something more because a greater tax is paid there.
This point-of-consumption tax has been, I believe, welcomed by the racing industry. I know, for
example, the greyhound industry has welcomed it. It is a payment that is going to, in the words of
greyhound racing industry representatives, support animal welfare, better prize money and better
facilities. This tax is now going to go from around 8 per cent up to 10 per cent. Therefore that is that
bit of extra revenue for the industry to use.
In terms of the impacts and benefits, the industry itself delivers around $4.34 billion in economic value
each year, so we certainly have to protect it, particularly in a time following the pandemic when we
need to ensure that we support the tourism industry and the events industry—all of those industries
that were most hit by the pandemic as a result of the restrictions on people’s movements and the ability
to gather in big groups. In total there are something like 34 000 full-time equivalent jobs in the racing
industry, and of course we need to most definitely protect them. The changes will increase revenue to
the Victorian racing industry by around $47.6 million, to $83.3 million in the 2021–22 year. Racing is
also very important in the regional areas, and it is great that we are supporting country race meets and
supporting tourism and visitors and attracting people there.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (15:30): I rise to make a contribution on the Gambling Regulation
Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. Can I declare a direct interest, being fortunate
enough to be part of the syndicate that the member for Gippsland East organises—‘Bully’s Boys’. We
were very fortunate to win a Turnbull Stakes and a Mornington Cup with a racehorse called Kings
Will Dream.
A member interjected.
Mr WALSH: I did back it, and I am very glad to hear about raising the prize money, because we
hope one today we will have a horse equally as good and maybe get another shot at actually having
some winners. We are always positive. I rely very heavily on the member for Gippsland East, the
Shadow Minister for Racing, to give me my racing advice and to choose the horses that we have in
our syndicate. I am sure that the member for Gippsland East will make a very, very outstanding racing
minister after the election next year when we have the opportunity to be in government.
But this bill increases the point-to-point tax, and the money goes to effectively increasing prize money.
As someone who will probably never, ever be the Treasurer of this state, can I say that I actually think
hypothecation for certain reasons is a very good idea, so I am glad to see that this money is being
hypothecated to the racing industry. As a number of speakers have already spoken about, the racing
industry here in Victoria is worth about $4.3 billion to the state’s economy, so it is a big contributor to
the economy. It supports something like 33 000 direct jobs in this state, and if you break that down
from a regional Victorian point of view it is worth about $1.5 billion in regional Victoria and nearly
10 000 jobs, so it is a very, very important part of all of our communities.
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I am very fortunate in my electorate to have a number of jockey clubs and a number of trotting clubs. I
think the member for Gippsland East in his contribution spoke about it, but on the June long weekend
this year the Swan Hill Jockey Club will have their three-day carnival. Unfortunately last year in
COVID it was a one-day carnival without any patrons on the track. Only those that were directly
involved in the races could be there for the one-day event, but we will be back to a full three-day event
this year. It is a great weekend of racing—a great weekend for racing people from right around the state
and from the southern half of New South Wales to come to Swan Hill and catch up with old friends and
make new friends and be part of what is a great weekend. The motels are booked out, the restaurants
are booked out, the caravan parks are booked out, so it is a great economic driver to that town.
Kerang Turf Club is another club in my electorate. It has its race meetings on Boxing Day and Easter
Saturday, and a shout-out to Greg McNeil, the long-term president there, and his volunteers, who have
done a great job in keeping that club going. It is run entirely by volunteers, which is a real credit to the
people who run the Kerang Turf Club. Those two particular days—Boxing Day and Easter Saturday—
are effectively reunions for the people of Kerang and district who come back to those race meetings
in droves. Unfortunately last year COVID stopped the Easter race meeting happening, but this year
the Easter race meeting was back. There was a cap of 1000 people being able to attend because of the
COVID rules, but all those who did come did have a great time.
Gunbower Racing Club is another one in my electorate. It has one meeting a year, but that is again a
great opportunity for everyone from Gunbower and district to come back and be part of that. A shoutout to Mick Farrant, who has been the president there for a number of years and does a great job in
keeping that team together.
Then we go to the Echuca Racing Club. The Echuca Racing Club has been very fortunate with some
major sponsorship locally, particularly from the Moama Bowling Club, where they have some great
events, including their Melbourne Cup Day meet, which is a great day for everyone to go along and
enjoy. There are three trotting clubs in my electorate. The Swan Hill Trotting Club was originally
based out at Nyah. We had the opportunity in government to actually put in money to relocate that
trotting track to be inside the gallops track at Swan Hill. It was a great outcome for the club, and it is
a really, really exciting racing precinct now with the gallops and the trots there. We had the fortunate
circumstance that when Denis Napthine was Premier and racing minister he came up and opened that
new track. We had over 5000 people there for the opening night, and it was a great event. Their annual
cup meet attracts big crowds every year.
Then there is Gunbower Harness Racing Club, again a club with only one race meeting a year, but
that does not mean it is not a great day for those that come along and enjoy the racing there. The
Echuca Harness Racing Club also has meets monthly, and it is again a great venue for people to go
along and enjoy. Can I put on the record that we talk about the number of people that are employed in
the racing industry, and we have seen some exciting talent come out of my electorate, particularly in
more recent times—Harry Coffey, who is a champion jockey and was an apprentice of the year, and
more recently Jye McNeil from Kerang, who has won some big races and is doing very, very well.
These are the benefits of having a vibrant racing industry in regional Victoria. There are people who
then go on to bigger and better things in city racing.
One of the threats to racing are those that oppose the industry. I think we have seen that the People for
the Ethical Treatment of Animals organisation and in some cases the RSPCA have made some very
unfounded attacks and criticisms of the racing industry. If we left the world to be run by those sorts of
organisations, we would effectively have to lie under the doona all the time and never do anything in
our lives. It is a pity that those people who know very little about the industry are actually very vocal in
their criticism of the industry. I suppose in any contribution when I talk about PETA, the group, to have
that group come out a couple of days ago and say that a mouse plague should not be controlled, I just
think it is absolutely ridiculous. To have that organisation actually come out and say that pest animals
and pest animals in plague proportions that are not only costing the agricultural industry tens and
hundreds of millions of dollars but actually spreading disease as well should not be able to be controlled,
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I just shake my head and wonder. They obviously need to actually get out of their own little cocoon
world and see what goes on in the bigger world, because I think they are so, so far out of touch.
With nothing further to add to this bill, can I wish the bill a passage through here so we can have the
opportunity for the point-of-consumption tax to actually be increased. And I will rely on the member
for East Gippsland to make sure that we have a horse in our syndicate that can actually win some of
that additional prize money.
Ms ADDISON (Wendouree) (15:37): I too rise to make a contribution to the Gambling Regulation
Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021, and I am very pleased to do so. I am very
supportive of this proposed amendment, which will make a small change to the act very simply to
increase the tax rate from 8 per cent to 10 per cent for wagering and betting operators. It is proposed
that this change will take place from 1 July 2021.
I am pleased to follow the member for Bentleigh, who made reference to Ballarat and that 1300 jobs
are linked with the racing industry in Ballarat. It makes a contribution of $48 million to my local
economy, and I am very, very proud of that. Likewise, following you, Deputy Speaker, talking about
the Greyhound Adoption Program at Tarrengower Prison, I had the pleasure of being at Tarrengower
with the Minister for Corrections recently and spending some of the time with the prisoners who were
doing the handling of the Greyhound Adoption Program dogs. The joy that that was bringing to those
prisoners was great to see. I agree with the member for Thomastown about the importance of animal
welfare—it is great.
I would really like to thank the Treasurer, the Treasurer’s office and the department for what has been
done to bring this bill to this house and the consultation that has occurred with Racing Victoria,
Harness Racing Victoria and Greyhound Racing Victoria that was so welcomed by Peita Duncan, the
chair of Greyhound Racing Victoria; the chair of Harness Racing Victoria, Dale Monteith; and the
chair of Racing Victoria, Brian Kruger.
Why I am really pleased to speak on this bill is that racing is very important to my community of
Ballarat. As the member for Wendouree, I am very proud to have the home of the Ballarat and District
Trotting Club in my electorate, in Redan, as well as the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Club adjacent to
the trotting club. The Ballarat Turf Club is just out of my electorate in Miners Rest, and the Ballarat
Turf Club has a very, very proud history and is also home to Melbourne Cup winning jockey Michelle
Payne and her equally famous strapper brother, Stevie Payne, as well as some great trainers, including
Archie Alexander and Matt Cumani, who are having a lot of success at the moment, which is great for
Ballarat racing and the Ballarat racing community. I would really like to take a moment to recognise
the Ballarat Turf Club CEO, Belinda Glass, who took the reins of the club after the Ballarat Cup in
2019 and faced the most challenging year in the job dealing with everything that COVID threw up. It
was so challenging, after years of having Lachlan McKenzie as the CEO, to take over and then have
the year of COVID, so I really want to give a shout-out to Belinda Glass and everyone who works at
the Ballarat Turf Club for all they did to keep the racing industry in Ballarat ticking over last year. I
am a very proud member of the Ballarat Turf Club as well as the Ballarat & District Trotting Club.
As the local member I get invited to a lot of events, but one of the greatest nights on the calendar in
Ballarat is the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Club’s Ballarat Cup. I attended this great event on Friday,
9 April, with my husband, Mike. It is one not to be missed; it is one of the funnest nights in Ballarat,
and it is always great to catch up with Greyhound Racing Victoria chair Peita Duncan and talk to her
about the plans that the local club has for expansion, improving animal welfare practices and making
sure that we have a really, really good and safe industry housed in Ballarat. I really would like to just
take a moment to thank the hardworking team at Ballarat Greyhound Racing Club, including the
general manager, Rod Ward, who does such a good job and has such big plans for the venue, and also
the Ballarat Racing Club board: the chair, Paul Armstrong; the vice-chair, Craig Fletcher; general
committee member Anita Godfrey; and racing advisory committee representative Sheldon Hamilton.
I would like to also thank Greg Davies, APM, the former interim treasurer at the Ballarat Greyhound
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Racing Club, who has recently been appointed the Greyhound Clubs Victoria independent chair. So
congratulations to Greg. We are disappointed that you are leaving the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Club
but thrilled that you will be making an ongoing contribution to Greyhound Clubs Victoria. Also just a
quick mention of the Ballarat Greyhound Club racing advisory committee: Debbie Bewley, Peter
Desmond, Darrell Leathan, Daniel Cuddy, Trent Blacker and also, as I mentioned, Sheldon Hamilton,
who is on the board as well as on the racing advisory committee.
Another fantastic night out in Ballarat is the Ballarat Pacing Cup, and we had the Pacing Cup in
January this year, which was really good after a lot of concerns about COVID restrictions and whether
the Pacing Cup was going to be able to go ahead. It was able to proceed, and it was a very good night
for everyone there, particularly the punters club. Mike and I both had tickets in the punters club, and
we left home with a lot more in our pockets than we started with. It is always a good night when the
punters club is a success. On that night I am very pleased that Harness Racing Victoria chair Dale
Monteith and CEO Dayle Brown—the two Dales of Harness Racing Victoria—came up for the Pacing
Cup in Ballarat. It is always really good to talk to them about the role that Ballarat harness racing plays
in the broader Victorian context, and they do give such great support to the Ballarat Harness Racing
Club. We cannot really talk about the club without acknowledging the great work of president David
Young and his board, as well as chief executive Paul Rowse and all the staff. Not only do they do great
work on racing nights, but also it is a great place to have events. We have a lot of school balls, weddings
and other functions at the Flying Horse, their reception centre, so thank you to all the very hardworking
staff at the Flying Horse in Redan. On the night of the Pacing Cup it is always lovely to catch up with
some life members and club legends, including Joe Ballinger, Dennis Foley and Paul James.
With the proposed amendments that we are making with this bill, there are going to be substantial
benefits for the racing industry. In fact these changes are expected to increase the gross annual pointof-consumption tax payments from around $47.6 million to $83.3 million for 2021–22. The increase
to funding for the racing industry will help our racing industry increase prize money—and we know
that the member for Murray Plains is very excited about that—and also opportunities to invest more
in animal welfare programs, and this is most welcome news.
Importantly, the additional funding will encourage ongoing investment in an industry that injects an
estimated $4.3 billion annually into Victoria’s economy and sustains more than 33 000 full-time
equivalent jobs. I have spoken about how important racing is to the Ballarat community, but more
broadly racing is incredibly significant for regional Victoria, with more than 100 clubs, which support
over 9700 full-time equivalent jobs and provide an estimated $1.15 billion in economic value annually.
At this time I would also like to acknowledge that gambling can be harmful, and I would encourage
anyone struggling with it to reach out, because there is help out there and there are services available.
People can call 1800 858 858 for support. I would also encourage people if they are struggling with
gambling issues to reach out to a healthcare professional or, if they feel comfortable, to a supportive
family member or friend. Help is available.
The money that will be raised from this is going to have great community benefit, particularly for my
community. We have benefited previously from the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund over a number of years,
with a very welcome $10 000 grant awarded to the Ballarat RSL sub-branch in 2020 for welfare
support and last year Ballarat Legacy receiving $18 000 for heating allowances for families. Ballarat,
as many people know, is very cold in winter, and grants like this make a substantial difference to our
war widows and veterans community.
In closing, I would like to say that I am a big supporter of the racing industry, whether it be the
thoroughbreds or whether it be harness racing or whether it be greyhound racing, and I commend this
bill to the house.
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (15:47): It is good to get up and speak on this bill, which has
bipartisan support, the Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill. The
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bipartisanship goes a long way. I think the member for Wendouree just mentioned Peter Desmond—
in the context of greyhounds, I assume it was. Pete Desmond bred my dog, which we received through
the Greyhound Adoption Program, Maisy, and Pete is always the first person to comment whenever I
put a picture of Maisy on Facebook. Of course Maisy is currently incapacitated with a dislocated toe,
which she somehow managed to do while circling around in her own bed. I do not know how that is
possible, but yes. So Pete is very concerned about Maisy, but she is all right.
Anyway, I digress from this bill. I guess it shows how racing in all its forms touches all of us here in
Victoria and that we have to ensure that it is well supported. I certainly support the racing industry
broadly, whether it is the thoroughbreds, harness racing or the dogs.
This legislation is a fairly simple and straightforward piece of legislation, increasing the point-ofconsumption tax from 8 per cent in Victoria to 10 per cent. That will bring it into line with New South
Wales, but I might add that it is still considerably lower than all the other states at 15 per cent. But it
was important to do that, and that is why the opposition is not opposing this legislation, because we
have seen in the last few years a significant effort from the racing industry in New South Wales to try
and pinch Victoria’s predominance in the racing sector—and might I say, let them try. We will always
have a better industry here, but to ensure that that is the case we do need to ensure that it has got the
right funding and equitable funding going back to the industry, to the breeders, to the trainers, to the
clubs and to the many people who are employed in this industry.
This funding only really catches us up to New South Wales, certainly on the point-of-consumption tax.
There will be 3.5 per cent, as I understand it, of the point-of-consumption tax hypothecated back to the
Victorian racing industry, but I believe there is still a gap between what government funds with the New
South Wales industry versus Victoria more broadly. So it is important that we get this funding back on
an even keel, particularly when we have obviously seen—and it is the reason we have this point-ofconsumption tax—huge growth in the last decade or so in online wagering that has been outside the
scope of the TAB, and therefore some of that money was previously being lost to the industry,
particularly when it went to interstate and overseas agencies. The point-of-consumption tax ensures that
the industry does actually capture some of that gambling revenue in Victoria.
It is, as I said, a bipartisan bill. I think we have got our friends from the Greens coming up next. I am
not sure if it is a tripartisan bill or not, but certainly I do strongly support this industry. It is a big and
important industry in my electorate as well. The biggest club in my electorate and probably the second
biggest club in Gippsland if you move beyond Pakenham after Moe would be Sale, where CEO Brad
Evans and president David Wilson run a fantastic club. They unfortunately lost a meeting to Pakenham
only last week; because we had such a heavy downpour the night before in Sale, they lost that meeting.
They do run a good club there. They have got a growing training base and put on some fantastic
meetings, including meetings that support the community. It is always a pleasure to go along to the
Sale Cup, which unfortunately we missed last year because of COVID lockdowns. The Sale Cup is a
great day out, and I look forward to getting back there again this year.
Likewise, Stony Creek is another club in my electorate. Stony Creek is a smaller club. I think they are
at four or maybe five meetings a year and predominantly from Christmas through to about March. We
did get a Stony Creek Cup in last year just before COVID hit. Unfortunately this year I could not make
it to the cup, but I am sure they had a great day. It was the first Stony Creek Cup I have missed in
seven years in being a MP. Sarah Wolf and Michael Darmanin as president there also do a great job
with a great committee, many of whom have been involved for a long time. I note that Sarah is
finishing up. She has been doing a dual job as CEO of Stony Creek and Bairnsdale for the last couple
of years. I think she has finished up at Bairnsdale and is finishing up at Stony Creek in a couple of
months. I certainly wish Sarah all the best. The Stony Creek club really is the only formal club in
South Gippsland anywhere between Sale and Cranbourne on the South Gippsland Highway. There is
Woolamai as a picnic club, but as the only serious club it is critical that it continues to get supported
and continues to have meetings. I note the funding through the Victorian Racing Industry Fund
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program. They have recently installed new stalls there at Stony Creek. It is that sort of funding that
just helps clubs tick along, so that is fantastic.
I mentioned greyhounds. Likewise, Sale greyhounds run by Peter Johnson and his fantastic team there
are actually a huge part of the Sale and district community. It is not just for the dogs; the races are
obviously important, but they have got a wonderful venue there and do a lot for the local community,
particularly in terms of fundraising for local community groups who can come along I think every
Sunday night and sell raffle tickets. There are a lot of other things that they do in the club. Certainly
between Sale—the thoroughbreds turf club and the greyhounds—and Stony Creek it is a very
important sector in my electorate, and I strongly support it.
I would just like to endorse the comments of the member for Murray Plains. There are those in this
world who would have us not have racing of any sort. While we do need to ensure that these industries
maintain animal welfare standards consistent with what community expectations are, I do fear that
some in the community have really got off the planet in some of their demands and their perspectives
of what animal welfare means. The member for Murray Plains mentioned People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals recently. He stole my thunder; I was going to say the same thing. The comments
in the last few days calling for farmers and landholders, particularly in New South Wales, not to deal
with the massive mouse plagues they have and not to use poisons are just ridiculous, particularly the
suggestion that people should be catching and releasing these mice.
If anyone has seen vision of what is happening on some of the farms and in some of the towns in New
South Wales, southern Queensland and even northern Victoria, the notion of being able to catch and
release the thousands of mice on some of these properties—thousands and tens of thousands—is just
idiotic. It is emblematic of the sorts of attitudes that are pervading through to industries like racing as
well, and I condemn them. I ask them to come back to some sort of sense of reality. And I certainly
place again on record my support of the industry and likewise my support of this legislation. We look
forward to it passing through this house.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (15:56): The racing industry injects an estimated $4.3 billion
annually into Victoria’s economy and sustains more than 33 000 full-time equivalent jobs. Racing is
particularly important to regional Victoria, as the previous speaker recognised and acknowledged, to
the point where there are more than 100 clubs and they support more than 9700 full-time equivalent
jobs throughout regional and rural Victoria. This provides an estimated $1.15 billion annually in
economic value.
The report that the minister has tabled began during the pandemic, which of course created the worst
global recession since the Great Depression. This was the Review of the Point of Consumption Tax on
Wagering and Betting, which assessed its impact on the Victorian racing industry. This review was
tabled in November last year and has led to this legislation. The review concluded that a point-ofconsumption framework appropriately achieves its objective of levelling the playing field for wagering
operators while supporting the viability of the wagering industry and the sustainability of the Victorian
racing industry. That is the balance that is trying to be struck in this legislation.
However, the pre-eminence of the Victorian racing industry continues to be challenged by New South
Wales racing, and to address this threat, this bill is designed to lift the wagering and betting tax rate
from 8 per cent to 10 per cent, and that will begin in July 2021. This will match the 10 per cent tax rate
in New South Wales and will continue to be lower than the corresponding tax rates in other states that
have implemented 15 per cent rates. Smaller wagering operators will continue to be protected by the
$1 million tax-free threshold. This includes smaller wagering operators such as Victorian licensed
bookmakers who predominantly operate on course. That is the classic oncourse bookies. The increase
in the wagering and betting tax rate will enable the government to lift the amount of wagering revenue
returned to the Victorian racing industry. Now, this is important because it assists to bridge the gap
between the Victorian and New South Wales racing industry funding frameworks.
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I think this is really the key to the bipartisan support that we have heard from speakers from the
opposition so far in this debate. Just to provide further context, under current arrangements the New
South Wales racing industry receives 2 per cent of taxable net wagering revenue in that state from all
Australian licensed wagering operators. The overall wagering tax arrangements, however, mean that
the New South Wales racing industry will continue to receive a greater share of taxable net wagering
revenue in that state than the Victorian racing industry receives, as proposed under the bill. These
changes are expected to increase the gross annual point-of-consumption tax payments to the Victorian
racing industries by around $47.6 million to $83.3 million in 2021–22. The adjustment to the Victorian
racing industry payments will be implemented by way of a determination to be published following
passage of this bill, as the minister outlined in the second-reading speech.
The additional tax revenue will largely offset the fiscal impact of the increased payments to the
Victorian racing industry. The increased tax revenue will also bolster the Victorian government’s
annual contribution to the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund by an estimated $100 000 a year under this
formula set out by the legislation. What this means is that the government has previously legislated to
enshrine this contribution in the Gambling Regulation Act 2003. This was designed to ensure the
ongoing stability of the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund. The increased funding will provide more money
for a wide range of welfare activities that support the veteran community. That is the social benefit in
this legislation.
These changes support the government’s commitment to working closely with Victoria’s racing
industry to respond to challenges and ensure that thousands of jobs are retained and that Victoria
maintains its status as Australia’s pre-eminent racing state. The reforms aim to balance additional
industry support while encouraging ongoing investments that underpin thousands of jobs. This is really
the balance that we are trying to strike.
To go to some of the other issues and concerns that have been raised, one of them is: why has the
government not opted to increase the tax rate to 15 per cent to align with most other jurisdictions,
except New South Wales? Again by way of background and context, the government considers that a
tax rate of 15 per cent is not suitable for Victoria. The reasons that have been supplied are that it
represents a significant increase from the current wagering tax rate, and it may compromise the
viability of operators in the Victorian wagering and betting industry, particularly medium-size, lowmargin operators. The third point, by way of background, is that such a rate could pressure the racing
industry to reduce the rate of race field fees and charges, reducing industry revenue from this source.
This is a complex set of arrangements that need to be balanced, and that is what this legislation is
aiming to do.
One of the other questions that has been raised is: how will customers of wagering and betting
operators be affected? The answer that has been provided is that it is expected that wagering operators
will pass the cost of the tax on to the customer to the greatest degree possible, either by operators
making minor changes to over-rounds or odds offered or absorbing the increase through reductions in
costs or profits on the price of wagering products for consumers.
Will smaller wagering and betting operators be affected? The answer provided by the advice is: no,
the increase is not expected to materially impact most operators. Smaller operators, including
Victorian licensed bookmakers, who predominantly operate on course, will continue to be protected
by the $1 million tax-free threshold.
We have in this an attempt to get the balance right—to try to make sure that the industry is competitive
and sustainable and that it keeps underwriting economic activity right throughout the state. We have
defined its significance particularly in rural and regional Victoria and also where the social benefit will
be provided through the Anzac Day proceeds.
The other issue that is rightly raised is about gambling and gaming addiction: how is that addressed?
I know that the Victorian government has a whole suite of different programs and different ways of
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actually addressing this. When it is all put together, this is legislation to address the threat. We have
the opportunity now to pass this through the Victorian Parliament. It has widespread support, and I
think that this is now an opportunity where you can see how we get the balance right. That is what this
legislation has attempted to do. I want to acknowledge the work of the minister and his department on
bringing this together, and I commend the bill to the house.
Dr READ (Brunswick) (16:05): I would like to make some comments on the Gambling Regulation
Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. The tax increase contained in this bill is an idea
that we support. But let us make no mistake: this bill is a handout to the racing industry, an increase in
a wagering and betting tax that will go straight to the coffers of our wealthy horse and greyhound
racing codes. The Greens support fair and progressive taxation, such as this tax increase, and we
support measures like the windfall rezoning tax announced in today’s budget, which taxes the
unearned wealth gained by developers and property speculators after land is rezoned for development.
We support the proper taxation of gambling revenue to ensure that the companies who profit from the
exploitation of people pay their fair share.
We were pleased to see the government introduce this tax in 2018. Before the tax came into effect at
the start of 2019 only Tabcorp paid a wagering tax in Victoria. This meant that online bookies were
rapidly expanding their operations here without any fear of tax burdens, and they were preying on the
increasing number of Victorians who chose to gamble online. Sports betting is still one of the fastest
growing types of gambling in Australia and Victoria, with more and more of us betting on the races
or other codes of sport every year. We saw this clearly last year when the number of people gambling
and betting online rose during the COVID restrictions, especially among young men, and you can see
the ads and how they are targeted towards that demographic.
In Victoria sports wagering and betting losses skyrocketed, with more than $1.4 billion lost by
Victorians in the second half of last year. But when this tax was introduced the rate was set at 8 per
cent. That was less than every other state. New South Wales had set theirs at 10 per cent, and all the
other states who introduced a tax set theirs at 15 per cent. At the time my Greens colleagues rightly
criticised this move in Parliament. We pointed out that having the lowest rate in the country only
encouraged online bookies to come and set up in Victoria, the tax haven of Australia, where they were
free to peddle their dangerous and addictive products to consumers while barely having to pay any
tax. So today we are pleased to see an increase in the rate of tax, creeping upwards from 8 per cent to
10 per cent. But although we now might share the dubious honour with New South Wales, we still
have the lowest rate in the entire country. So we would ask why the government has not taken the
opportunity to increase this further. Apart from New South Wales, every other state has a 15 per cent
point-of-consumption betting tax. A 15 per cent tax would show this government was committed to
proper taxation of harmful products and would address the rapid growth of online gambling as well.
We know the government is not afraid of progressive and fair taxation policy. Just look at the changes
in today’s budget, where we have greater taxes on wealth, like new changes to land tax and the new
windfall gains tax. So why have they left the rate at 10 per cent? The answer may be because this tax
is not about fairness or preventing harm; it is really about the handout to the racing industry. As noted
in the recent review of the operation of the point-of-consumption tax, our rate was set at 8 per cent to:
… minimise any potential negative effects upon the wagering and racing industries …

And it achieved its purpose. The review found that the current 8 per cent rate, plus the payment of
almost 20 per cent of the tax revenue that went straight to the horse and greyhound racing codes, has
not affected the income of the racing industry at all. And so while the bill is increasing our tax rate
from 8 per cent to 10 per cent, the intention is to hand all of that extra revenue—every extra cent—to
the Victorian racing industry because, as indicated in the second-reading speech, the government also
intends to increase the payment to the racing industry from 1.5 per cent to 3.5 per cent of taxable net
wagering revenue. That is that 2 per cent increase all gone right there. That means that 35 per cent of
our point-of-consumption tax will simply be handed to the racing industry. The other 65 per cent goes
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to hospitals and health care. Just think what the hospital system could do with the extra revenue raised
by this tax increase. Not wanting to labour the point, but the Royal Women’s Hospital is unable to
cope right now with the volume of demand faced by its delivery suites. Babies are being born in the
emergency department. They have shortened the duration of stay for women having caesarean sections
all because they cannot cope with the demand.
This tax increase could have gone there instead. So this is a payout that seems to be mostly about
helping the Victorian racing industry keep up with the New South Wales racing industry, and all the
Greens are really wondering is why the racing industry needs this payout at all. From what I can see,
when you have an industry that has just had a record year, with an annual turnover increasing to a
record $7.1 billion, it seems to be doing just fine without any government handouts—and remember
that this is an industry that profits from animal cruelty and gambling harm.
The Victorian Racing industry payment is split between our racing codes—Racing Victoria, Harness
Racing Victoria and Greyhound Racing Victoria. In horseracing we still have multiple deaths each
year, especially during our Spring Racing Carnival, including the death of Anthony Van Dyck at last
year’s Melbourne Cup—that is Anthony Van Dyck the Irish racehorse, not the Flemish baroque
painter. And in greyhound racing our state is pre-eminent, all right—it is number one in fact in deaths
and injuries on the track.
I would also make the observation that the government’s sluggish response to this issue is typical of
their lax attitude to gambling and racing regulation. I note the Treasurer’s comments in the secondreading speech about the economic and job creation importance of the Victorian racing industry, but I
would remind those in this place that we have heard those lines before. These are the same lines we
hear from this government about Crown Casino—arguments used to justify Crown keeping their
licence and even despite repeated allegations of criminal conduct. That approach to Crown, where their
bad behaviour was excused or ignored, has led us to the situation where they find themselves today,
where Crown has been found unsuitable of holding a casino licence in New South Wales and we now
have a royal commission into Crown’s suitability to hold one here. This week the Royal Commission
into the Casino Operator and Licence began its public hearings, and we have already heard examples
of what kind of behaviour Crown believe they can get away with here—refusing to hand over
documents, and then large numbers of them late, and even threatening to call the Minister for Consumer
Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation on the auditors, who are just trying to do their jobs.
I make this comparison because the bill before us is dealing with similar subject matter—a lax
approach to regulating the gambling industry and a gambling-fuelled industry that gets special
treatment from this government. Last year when most industries closed their doors during the stage 4
lockdowns, horse and greyhound racing continued unabated. Apparently animal cruelty to facilitate
online gambling was an essential service. We even saw the Minister for Racing, in a rush of blood,
attempt to allow a gathering of 500 people at the Cox Plate, despite the fact that any other gathering
was limited to five people. And we have seen more special treatment with the intention of this bill,
which is to funnel even more money from this tax directly into the coffers of the racing industry. So
this 2 per cent tax increase is really the bare minimum. While we support it, we will have more to say
about this racing industry payment in the other place. Thank you.
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (16:13): It is a great opportunity to rise to contribute to the debate on
the Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. This bill actually
squarely recognises the tremendous contribution that the racing industry in Victoria makes to
Victoria’s economy, whether that is through direct investment here in Victoria, the creation of
thousands and thousands of jobs or the social and community benefits that it provides, not just here in
Melbourne but of course through regional Victoria. We have heard a bit of a history about this bill and
about the point-of-consumption tax that was introduced back in January 2019. At the time, the tax
actually replaced what was known as a ‘place of supply’ tax framework and was specifically
introduced to ensure that wagering and betting companies pay their fair share of Victorian taxes and
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to better align Victoria’s tax system with what has been seen to be an increasingly digital online betting
environment.
We saw at the time of the introduction, back in 2019, that online corporate bookmakers had captured
a really significant share of the market and that that market had actually really matured by that time.
But of course what we saw was that there was a difference in the tax burden between online
bookmakers and others—for example, on-course bookmakers—and this was creating quite an uneven
playing field. It meant that the online bookmakers were not contributing their fair share. They were
expanding rapidly in Victoria without contributing their fair share of taxes and were not making
commensurate contributions to the Victorian racing industry. We have heard that from 2019 that
imbalance was addressed with the introduction of the point-of-consumption tax, and specifically that
tax was targeted at those operators whose net wagering revenue exceeded $1 million. That was
significant because the $1 million annual tax-free threshold meant that most on-course Victorian
bookmakers were not captured by it. We know that those on-course bookmakers provide a bit of a
boutique service to those who attend races on race day. It is a great experience for many people to use
those bookmakers, and at the same time those on-course bookmakers do not really act as competition
to the corporate bookmakers. The point-of-consumption tax applies to the larger corporate
bookmakers and online bookmakers wherever they are domiciled so long as their net wagering
revenue exceeds $1 million, and it applies to Victorian customers of those operators.
Under the current arrangement the rate of tax is 8 per cent, and it captures a significant amount of
money. But significantly the majority of that money is actually directed to the Hospitals and Charities
Fund. Just over 18 per cent of the total revenue received is paid to the Victorian racing industry, and
then a further amount is calculated and paid to the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund to help fund initiatives
for the benefit of veterans in Victoria. We know that New South Wales has a similar point-ofconsumption tax, as do many other jurisdictions: I think Western Australia, the ACT, South Australia
and Queensland. But one of the major differences with the point-of-consumption tax here in Victoria
is that it is less than all the other jurisdictions. I guess to address that disparity in state government
funding but also following quite an extensive round of stakeholder engagement last year, a review
recommended a modest increase in that rate of tax from 8 per cent to 10 per cent.
The bill before us will do just that. It is a simple bill. It will amend the Gambling Regulation Act 2003
to increase the wagering and betting tax rate in Victoria from 8 per cent to 10 per cent, and that will
start from 1 July 2021. This will bring the rate of tax in line with the rate that is currently applied in
New South Wales, and it will mean that it will act as a pass-through so that increase will be passed on
to the Victorian racing industry. There will be a slight increase to the Anzac Day fund as well, which
is calculated in accordance with a set formula. I think it is around about $100 000 per year.
I know that many Victorians have vastly differing views on racing and the racing industry, and I
absolutely respect those differing views. Of course I acknowledge as of utmost importance the
negative impacts that gambling can have on some Victorians. I acknowledge the work of the Victorian
Responsible Gambling Foundation, and in fact my local library, the Carrum Downs library, was able
to extend its after-dark program thanks to some funding from the foundation. I also acknowledge the
importance of animal welfare in any discussions on racing in Victoria and note that it is in everyone’s
interest, including the racing industry’s, that animal welfare and the interests of the animal are at the
forefront of everyone’s minds.
We know that the racing industry serves a number of really important purposes here in Victoria, and
as I said at the start of my contribution, the bill recognises that. The racing industry is one of our most
significant industries here in Victoria. It is a major part of our sporting and cultural landscape not only
in Melbourne but right across regional Victoria and it is a really important part of our state’s economy.
I think for most of us in Victoria we would say that the Victorian racing industry is the pre-eminent in
the nation. We have got world-class racing facilities here. We publicise to the world the Melbourne
Cup each year and of course the Spring Racing Carnival. These events drive our tourism and boost
local business here in Victoria. We have heard from other speakers, and it has been published, that the
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racing industry proudly and directly supports over 34 000 full-time equivalent jobs and generates a
massive $4.3 billion in economic activity each year in Victoria. This is a significant contribution and
one that needs to be supported.
Where we see disparities in state government funding between Victoria and New South Wales and
where that may have the impact of jeopardising our industry it is incumbent upon us here in Victoria
to support the industry, which in turn supports the state economy, supports tourism in Melbourne,
supports tourism in the regions and supports local business and local communities.
We are closing the gap with New South Wales in terms of the funding support that the racing industry
receives from government funding streams. This is a modest increase in the tax. It is a pass-through
tax, so it will be borne by the operators—again, those whose revenue exceeds $1 million in net
wagering revenue. What it will do is see a net benefit to the Victorian racing industry of about
$20 million per year. As I said, this is to align with New South Wales. It strikes the right balance in
providing that additional support to what is a really vibrant racing industry here in Victoria and
encourages ongoing, continued and increasing investment in Victoria and Victoria’s economy. Most
importantly, though, it is supporting jobs—thousands and thousands of jobs for people across the
industry—and of course other stakeholders, whether they are local businesses, tourism operators or
volunteers who are in the industry as well.
This is an important bill, a small bill but one that strikes a really good balance and supports an industry
that supports Victoria and Victoria’s future. I commend the bill.
Mr FOWLES (Burwood) (16:23): It is a pleasure to be able to make a contribution to the Gambling
Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. This, mercifully, is a very small bill,
but we ought not confuse its size with its importance. It is perhaps the single most straightforward bill
I have had the opportunity in this Parliament to make a contribution on in that it substitutes one
number, being 8 per cent, for another number, being 10 per cent. That of course is the rate of the
wagering and betting tax, so it is an increase in that tax from 8 per cent to 10 per cent from 1 July this
calendar year.
Whilst the change itself is simple, I think it is worth spending a little bit of time talking about the
importance of the industry to Victorians. It is worth putting again on the record that the racing industry
is one of our most significant industries. It is perhaps not as widely understood out in the broader
community or among those who do not deal with the racing industry just how big it is—$4.3 billion
in economic value each year and a staggering 34 000 full-time equivalent jobs. That is a very, very
significant industry in the state of Victoria. I am going from memory, but it is something like the
seventh biggest industry in the state. Notwithstanding the relative simplicity of this bill, we ought not
underestimate the importance of providing the support necessary to sustain this industry. Never has
that been more the case than in this most unusual of years as we come off the back of a global pandemic
and we deal with an industry that has managed to keep some races racing but has had to make
significant adjustments to the way in which race meetings are run and significant adjustments to the
way in which punters interact with those races, most particularly the excruciating loss of the face-toface component of the Spring Racing Carnival last year. That of course is a marquee event, one of
Melbourne’s outstanding calendar of major events that really sets us apart from every other city in this
nation and perhaps any other city in the world. The fact that we have even one event, let alone many,
that can draw the sorts of crowds that the Spring Racing Carnival draws, that the footy finals draw,
that the Australian Open draws, that the grand prix draws—any one of those events in most cities of
our size around the world would be considered a really big deal—and it is extraordinary, the depth and
breadth of Victoria’s major events industry, and in particular that spring carnival.
I have had people raise with me the somewhat extraordinary circumstance when at some spring
carnivals the best attended day is Oaks Day, which is of course the only day that does not fall on a
weekend or public holiday. Whilst I have never been able to adequately ascertain just why it is that so
many people are free to go to Oaks Day, I can assure all of you following along at home that it is a
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terrific day in that spring racing calendar, along with the other three big days in the Melbourne Spring
Racing Carnival.
A strong and vibrant racing industry is particularly key for regional Victoria. Regional Victoria has
over a hundred clubs. They are supported by 80 000 people and those people are involved either as a
participant, employee or volunteer. That is 20 000 jobs across regional Victoria. I know in a part of
Victoria that I spend a bit of time in that there are a number of horse training operations. Those
operations are both capital intensive and labour intensive, can I say. They are significant employers,
they are significant contributors to the Victorian economy and that is why it is so important that we
make this revenue adjustment—and I am very pleased that the opposition on this occasion is
supporting this revenue adjustment—to allow us to increase the payment to Victoria’s racing industry
by way of a Treasurer’s determination after this bill, I hope, passes this Parliament.
That change will increase the POCT payment—the payment that arises from the point-of-consumption
tax—to the Victorian racing industry from 1.5 per cent to 3.5 per cent. In effect the entirety of this
increase goes directly to the racing industry. It helps to bridge that funding gap between what the New
South Wales racing industry receives and what the Victorian racing industry receives. It is perhaps an
example of a bit of jurisdictional competition, delivering up a circumstance where state governments
find themselves in a competition of sorts at securing, retaining and resourcing major events and parts
of the major events calendar. But nonetheless, this is an industry that is very, very long established in
Melbourne. In fact I would suggest it is part of Melbourne’s brand. There are very few places in the
world that are so intrinsically attached to a horserace—perhaps Kentucky and perhaps Ascot. But with
those two exceptions, the Melbourne Cup is one of the iconic events, and our identity as a city and by
extension our identity as a state is in part attached to that magnificent history of the staging of that
event over so many years, more than a century in fact.
I want to turn to just what this means in dollar terms. The changes are projected to increase the gross
annual payment to the racing industry by about $47 million to $83 million in 2021–22, an uplift of
about $36 million. Now, the increase in payments to the racing industry will be entirely offset by an
increase in this wagering and betting tax revenue. There is a small fiscal impact associated with the
increase, and that fiscal impact is that the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund benefits to the tune of $100 000.
So whilst I have said it is effectively hypothecated, that the entirety of this increase goes to the
Victorian racing industry, there is a little chop-out for the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund, because the
Anzac Day Proceeds Fund takes one-thirtieth of the April revenue and delivers it up to Anzac Day
events. The reason for that of course is a legacy reason, that in allowing wagering to occur on Anzac
Day, and in particular two-up, we needed to allow all wagering to occur on that day. And it is only
appropriate in those circumstances that, when we are opening pubs and clubs for the benefit of diggers
to attend after the various marches and ceremonies around Melbourne, the proceeds of any gambling
on that day be delivered up to that community, our very important veteran community, to assist in the
many, many terrific events that that community participates in every year.
I want to point out as well that this is part of the universe that has some other funds, some other direct
benefits to community organisations. The Community Support Fund is one of those in the gambling
universe. Over the course of the pandemic, Amaroo neighbourhood house in my electorate was
absolutely key in providing many, many residents of my electorate with free hot meals as part of their
extensive outreach program. It was a terrific thing that that particular neighbourhood house undertook,
and it was because of the Community Support Fund that the Andrews Labor government was able to
provide $50 000 to upgrade their kitchen, to expand their services and to expand, ultimately, the
number of residents that they are able to assist. Fifty-thousand dollars is not a massive sum in the
context of some of the numbers we are talking about here today on budget day, but it is very, very
significant for that community—very, very significant for Amaroo neighbourhood house—because
allowing them to have top-flight kitchen facilities—and I have had the opportunity now to attend and
see those facilities in action—means that they can continue to provide really important food welfare
services for the many people who are part of that important community there in Chadstone. Amaroo
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neighbourhood house have been working hard to keep their community supported not just in that way
but in a whole lot of other ways. One of the forms of nourishment they provide is through their arts
program, and I did have the great pleasure recently of attending their art show, which returned after a
two-year hiatus. And it was a terrific day, consistent with everything that Amaroo neighbourhood
house does for its community in Chadstone.
So whilst this bill is on its face a very, very simple bill—this might in fact be the all-time record
thinnest bill I have debated in this chamber—it is an important bill. The industry support is important,
and I commend it to the house.
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (16:33): It also gives me great pleasure to rise to speak to the
Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021, and it is terrific to follow
on from the member for Burwood as well. Of course racing does have a really long and very proud
history in this state, and the industry is significant to our state’s economy and indeed to the very fabric
of what it is to be Victorian. It really plays to our huge sporting culture.
When we are speaking of racing in the context of this bill, it is about horseracing, it is about harness
racing and it is also about greyhound racing. We do have world-class racing in this state and training
facilities, with the industry employing thousands of people at both metropolitan Melbourne and
country Victoria levels. The industry remains a very important economic driver for the state, with race
days such as the Melbourne Cup Carnival and the broader Spring Racing Carnival driving tourism and
boosting local businesses.
Racing in Victoria generates that magic number of $4.3 billion which we have heard so much about
today. It generates that for the Victorian economy and is directly responsible for sustaining about
34 000 full-time equivalent jobs, or more than 121 200 people who are directly employed, who are
volunteers or who participate in racing industry activities. And of course the Victorian government is
very proud to support the world-class race days that we have here and the racing infrastructure that
exists across regional Victoria that helps build community engagement, supports charitable
organisations, provides employment and improves the livability of regional communities.
The bill itself amends the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 to increase the point-of-consumption tax, or
POCT, rate for wagering and betting from 8 per cent to 10 per cent, and it does so from 1 July this
year. The change will support an increase in that POCT payment to the Victorian racing industry from
1.5 to 3.5 per cent, and this will help breach the funding gap between the New South Wales racing
industry and the Victorian racing industry, bringing them to parity. This will be done by Treasurer’s
determination following passage of the bill consistent with the existing legislative framework.
As we have heard this afternoon, the bill is short. It is straightforward. It really is just changing the
existing tax rate from that 8 per cent figure to that 10 per cent figure. We have heard today that the
Shadow Minister for Racing and the opposition are not opposing the bill and the increased share of
the POCT revenue flowing to the racing industry, and that is a tremendous thing to hear. In terms of
consultation on the bill, the government has conducted targeted consultation with the sector as part of
the review of the point-of-consumption tax tabled in November of last year.
The government remains committed to ensuring all wagering operators will pay their fair share of
wagering and betting tax while maintaining the tax settings that support a competitive Victorian racing
industry and wagering industry as well. The POC tax framework provides that level playing field,
ensuring all wagering and betting providers will pay their fair share. It was on 26 November last year
that the Treasurer tabled a review of the existing tax framework in Parliament, and that review
concluded that the government’s POC tax was successful in achieving its objectives. It found two
things: namely, that the introduction of the POCT had not affected the growth in wagering operators’
net wagering revenue on Victorian racing industry events, and the review also found that the $1 million
tax-free threshold has reduced the regulatory burden of the POCT on small operators without
significantly reducing tax revenue, getting that balance right.
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The review, though, also found that increasing the POC tax rate from 8 per cent to 10 per cent would
be consistent with maintaining that effective balance. It is proposed that the 10 per cent rate would
bring Victoria’s rate into alignment with New South Wales, but still it remains lower than the 15 per
cent rate that exists in the other states. All of the additional revenue raised will flow to the Victorian
racing industry, and this will increase the gross POCT payment by around $47.6 million next year
alone. The change will also increase the annual donation to the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund, which
supports our veterans. Based on legislative changes the government made previously, a portion of the
POCT revenue from the month of April is donated to the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund, and this payment
approximates the revenue raised from wagering and betting activities that occur on Anzac Day. The
increase in the tax rate to 10 per cent is expected to increase the annual donation by around $100 000
per year, which again is a fantastic thing for that charity. The balance of the revenue will, however,
continue to be paid into the Hospitals and Charities Fund, which is used to support hospital health and
community services in Victoria.
In terms of benefits for the racing industry, the Victorian government announced in January 2021 that
the increase passed through will see a net benefit to the Victorian racing industry of around $20 million
per annum. This increase will be provided to the three controlling bodies in racing in Victoria, being
Racing Victoria, Harness Racing Victoria and Greyhound Racing Victoria. The additional support for
the industry through the passage of the bill ensures that the three bodies would be able to continue to
invest in prize money returns for thousands of Victorian participants that work in the industry, invest in
important animal welfare and participant welfare measures and continue to invest in world-class racing
and training facilities and infrastructure that attract visitors and economic investment into Victoria.
The revenue will also be critical in helping to close the gap with the New South Wales racing industry
in terms of the funding support it receives from government funding streams. It is imperative that the
Victorian government does continue to support an industry that supports so many thousands of jobs
and that it ensures that Victorian racing maintains its pre-eminence and ensures overseas and interstate
racing investment is brought to Victoria.
The racing industry is one of the state’s most significant industries, delivering more than $4.3 billion
in economic value each year and supporting over 34 000 full-time equivalent jobs. A strong and
vibrant racing industry is particularly key for regional Victoria, as I previously said, where in fact there
are more than 100 clubs supported by more than 80 000 individuals who are involved in the industry
either as a participant, an employee or a volunteer, and this includes more than 20 000 FTE employees
across regional Victoria.
For the government the additional tax revenue will largely offset the fiscal impact of the increased
payment to the Victorian racing industry. The increased tax revenue will also boost the government’s
annual contribution to the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund by that figure of $100 000 a year, and that will
be under a formula that has been set out by the legislation. The government previously legislated to
enshrine this contribution in the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 to ensure the ongoing sustainability
of the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund. The increased funding will provide more money for a range of
welfare activities that support the veteran community.
Finally, these changes absolutely support the government’s commitment to working very closely with
Victoria’s racing industry to respond to challenges and ensure that thousands of jobs are retained and
Victoria does continue to maintain its status as Australia’s pre-eminent racing state. The reforms really
do strike the right balance in providing additional industry support as well as encouraging ongoing
investment that underpins thousands of jobs across the state. On that note, I would like to commend
the bill to the house.
Mr CHEESEMAN (South Barwon) (16:43): It is with some pleasure that I rise this afternoon to
speak on the Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. I must say I
do rise this afternoon to speak on this bill having had a terrible record as a punter. I am perhaps one of
the lousiest at identifying which particular horses on any one particular track will do well.
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Nevertheless racing is a very important industry to the state of Victoria. There are some tens of
thousands of people who derive an income from the racing sector. We have one of the most wellregulated sectors here in Victoria, with a fantastic, strong reputation. We have hundreds of clubs, and
indeed in regional Victoria we have perhaps some 10 000 to 15 000 people who derive their
employment from the racing sector. I must say, as a proud Geelong person, that our regional cities of
Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo are very historic places for the racing sector, and we have of course
very, very strong racing clubs within those communities employing some thousands of people in each
of those localities.
I think it is hardly surprising that we have needed to introduce these particular arrangements through
this legislation to the Parliament. When reflecting on the wagering and betting sector, if I reflect on
the last 20 years, we have seen a lot of change take place in terms of how someone might get a bet on
for a race. We have seen the introduction of many different types of corporate betting. Some of those
corporate betting houses are not located within Victoria and in many ways are undermining our racing
industry. The approach that we have taken here, which provides a stronger dividend, in effect, back to
local race clubs is important for underpinning the viability of Victoria’s racing sector. Of course that
is why we are supporting as a Labor government this particular reform. It is why we have introduced
these amendments to the house, and it is pleasing to hear that the opposition will be providing
bipartisan support to these particular measures.
When I reflect on the Geelong racing scene, we have a number of clubs that provide a significant
offering to our community, but when I broadly reflect on the geographic location that Geelong is in
and I reflect on the whole of south-west Victoria, you can see tens of clubs throughout that region. At
each one of these clubs you will see a local horse industry where there are many, many different people
employed with all sorts of different skill sets, whether it be of course those that are trainers; whether it
be the equine professionals, the vets, who are delivering veterinary services to the racing sector and to
the horses through that sector; or whether you see the strappers, the trainers and those that work for
the clubs in providing hospitality and the racing services that those clubs offer.
We importantly also see each of these clubs providing an opportunity for people from a much broader
area to travel to those locations, to stay in those hotels and to provide an influx of people on any of
these particular race meeting days. That is important for those economies. Often when people go to a
race meeting, particularly in regional Victoria, they will stay overnight and follow up the day following
the horserace by going to the local pub, going to a local restaurant and staying in a hotel and having a
look at some of our fantastic regions. So any measure that this government puts in place broadly to
support our vibrant racing industry of course is very, very important. It is important for Victoria, but I
think it is particularly important for regional Victoria. As I said earlier, regional Victoria has almost
10 000 people that work in the sector. There are some 100-odd race clubs throughout the region, and
it is an important sector to our economy and to the livelihoods of the people in the economy that is
associated with the racing sector.
In terms of the arrangements of this particular amendment, this will see the arrangements, the betting
tax, increased from 8 per cent to 10 per cent. It is a modest increase. All of that additional revenue will
very much flow back to the sector to help support those jobs, and that will be hugely important. It is
pleasing to see these amendments very much do have bipartisan support, and I very much look forward
to these arrangements passing the Parliament in due course.
When we reflect on the wagering and betting sector and the racing sector more broadly, to think about
27 000 jobs is huge. These arrangements will very much underpin the sustainability of this sector for
the next few years. The size of the racing sector in the Victorian economy is calculated at just a bit
over $4 billion. That is huge. That is a huge sector; it is a huge chunk of Victoria’s gross state product.
It is a huge employer to our region, and I am very keen to see these measures pass this Parliament this
coming year. Every single dollar will go back to the sector, underpinning the importance of our
100 clubs throughout Victoria and underpinning the 27 000-odd jobs.

BILLS
1638

Legislative Assembly

Thursday, 20 May 2021

I am a proud regional Victorian. I am proud to see that our regional economy has so many jobs
associated with this sector. It is great for Geelong, it is great for Bendigo, it is great for Ballarat and it
is great for the whole of the south-west region. I look forward to these amendments passing the house
to underpin the importance of these jobs to our economy. I therefore commend the Gambling
Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021 to the house, and I look forward to it
being speedily passed.
Mr FREGON (Mount Waverley) (16:52): I also rise to speak on the Gambling Regulation
Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. I thank all of the previous members for their
contributions. It is wonderful to see that the opposition will not be opposing this bill and that we have
some bipartisanship. That is good.
This bill amends the Gambling Regulation Act 2003, and its prime and—as the member for Burwood
said—very short contents will increase the rate of the wagering and betting tax from 8 per cent to
10 per cent from 1 July 2021. This change will support an increase in the point-of-consumption tax
payment to the Victorian racing industry from 1.5 per cent to 3.5 per cent of the net wagering revenue,
helping bridge the existing funding gap between the New South Wales and Victorian racing industries.
This rate change will result in annual Victorian racing industry payments increasing by about
$47.6 million to $83.3 million in 2021–22.
As other members have mentioned, racing is part of the culture of, I guess, being a Victorian. I am
fairly sure we are the only state that has a public holiday for a horserace, and I think in general we all
look forward to Melbourne Cup Day. I note the member for Burwood was talking about Oaks Day,
which is a great day also—Ladies Day—but for most of us Melbourne Cup Day is the day that stops
the nation, as they say, and one where everyone from the young to the old have a bit of a sweep or
might have a barbecue and enjoy the day. For those that go to the races, obviously it is fantastic as
well. The trains are usually full, and a lot of merriment is involved. So supporting our racing industry
is supporting what we know as being Victorian.
My family has a little bit of experience in the racing industry. David Fregon was a trainer. I think his
most popular horse was Island Spy, who won a couple. But racing comes into all of our lives. I can
think of just a few weeks ago I was at the Mount Waverley Reserve. Waverley Blues were playing a
home game. We got to the half-time break, and all of a sudden everyone stopped and put on a race on
the TV and everyone stopped and watched the race. There was a horse by the name of Explosive Jack
that won that race. That was at group 1. There was a lot of excitement in the room. It turns out there
were a number of part owners in the room, and there was a lot of goodwill to be had for them. So to
Dilmah and the others, you seem to be on a winner there, and they have had some success since then
as well. So it really does permeate through our communities.
This increase in revenue will encourage the ongoing investment in an industry that injects an estimated
$4.3 billion annually into Victoria’s economy and sustains more than 33 000 full-time equivalent jobs.
In regional Victoria more than 100 clubs support over 9700 full-time equivalent jobs and provide an
estimated $1.15 billion annually, if you do not mind, in economic value, making it a significantly
valued sector.
Gambling as such is a part of our life, and obviously we regulate that. I can remember growing up, my
grandpa would sit there with the paper in front of him, and he would be ringing up the tote or the TAB.
I can remember my father had a phone account, as you do. I can still probably remember the account
number is such and such and such. I will not say the number, because it might be still be valid. So a
lot of us grow up with family members who have a bit of a flutter, and there is nothing wrong with
that. Obviously when that becomes more than just having a flutter, then it starts to become a problem,
so as a state that is why we invest in reducing gambling harm.
I have mentioned in this house before I guess a hobbyhorse of mine, which is gambling-like behaviour
in computer games, and I note that even a number of weeks ago the Four Corners program on gaming
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with online transactions and loot boxes was I think a really good exposé on that side of an industry
which maybe not many know about. Technology tends to run ahead of legislation, of regulation, and
that is probably pretty standard in most areas of technology. I have been talking to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation and her office about my concerns about gamblinglike behaviour in computer games, and I am very pleased to know that she has reached out to the
federal minister in this area to try and get some feedback on what they will be doing as a federal
government, given it is their jurisdiction for that. They have had a number of reports, as I have said in
this house before, and it is a concerning part of this industry. It is a huge industry.
When we talk about the point-of-consumption tax, it is probably difficult, as I accept, to classify
gambling-like behaviour or loot boxes as gambling. I appreciate that there are complexities there
because there is no actual money reward. It is not like a poker machine. It is not like the horseraces. It
is somewhat removed, so I can understand there are complexities. I can understand it may take some
time to work out what is gambling and what is not gambling, but I do think that is something as a
country we need to look at and we need to classify, especially when these things are available in games
that are open to seven-year-olds or 10-year-olds or 15-year-olds who can potentially be earning their
own money and have their own debit card and their parents do not know. I guess I put it to you that,
when I read the Victorian gambling legislation and the definition of ‘gambling’ and I look at at least
some of the aspects of loot boxes that are available in G-rated games, I do not see the difference. There
may not be actual currency coming back, but there are things of value. There is a risk-reward of
differing value depending on the money you put in.
I make the argument that they are very similar. So if we are looking at a point-of-consumption tax,
which I support—and I note that we all in this house seem to support it, which is great—and we are
looking at the point of that tax, which this government brought in to get some revenue from where the
transactions are happening, that is, in Victoria, and we are looking at companies the likes of, I would
imagine, Bet365, Ladbrokes, PointsBet and Sportsbet, all those sorts of companies are the ones that are
contributing to the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund and the Hospitals and Charities Fund. This is a good
thing. So I guess I ask the question: if the point is to take revenue at the point of consumption, which is
what this tax that we are talking about today is for, and if loot boxes, some or any, are potentially the
same as gambling under our own definitions, then I would argue that we should probably be taking that
same point-of-consumption tax from companies like Electronic Arts, Bethesda and Blizzard. Now, I
appreciate the complexities also. These are multinational companies. How do we do that? Maybe that
is not simple. But I think it is something that we need to consider going forward, because this market in
computer games is already bigger than Hollywood. It is a huge market. The method of loot boxes is a
way of making money, and they make a lot of money. So we need to help where we can.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (17:02): I am pleased to rise to make a contribution on the Gambling
Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021, and in particular I wanted to note the
very significant consultation that has been undertaken over the past 12 to 18 months in relation to the
amendments in this bill. That has particularly been, obviously with the racing representatives, seeking
to have very much a commonsense approach to increasing the wagering and betting tax from 8 per
cent to 10 per cent from 1 July 2021. I note also the opposition is not opposing the bill. It has bipartisan
support. In particular I think that just goes to what has been a lot of hard work and consultation with
the racing industry and also in a bipartisan way with other parties in this place to ensure we have a
commonsense approach to the way in which we want to apply this increase in the levy and a tax from
8 per cent to 10 per cent for wagering and betting. Can I say also that I note the Greens political party
speaker, the member for Brunswick, indicated his party supports fair and progressive taxation. I did
not catch all of his contribution to know whether his party is also supporting the bill, but I do note they
were some of his observations in his contribution in relation to the amendments in this bill.
The increase of course from 8 per cent to 10 per cent brings Victoria into line with a point-ofconsumption, POC, tax commensurate with New South Wales, a like-for-like jurisdictional
benchmark really with Victoria. While there are some other jurisdictions that have a point-of-
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consumption tax that sits somewhere around 15 per cent, again in a commonsense way Victoria
benchmarking it with a like-for-like jurisdiction such as in New South Wales makes a lot of sense. Not
only that, but of course with those funds that are raised, the revenue that comes in from that
consumption tax, what is really important is that they are reinvested into the racing industry. Some of
those smaller jurisdictions that have a 15 per cent point-of-consumption tax do not return that revenue
to the racing industry to sustain it, and that is not what will happen in this instance or in this case.
I just wanted to touch on the fact that the member for Gippsland East, who is the Shadow Minister for
Racing as well, also noted that they would not necessarily completely close the gap perhaps between
Victoria and New South Wales around some of the revenue that is available through a point-ofconsumption tax, but they would narrow some of those, I suppose, financial differences that have
applied. I will get to some of that—what we have seen around some of the outcomes of some of those
circumstances in recent years and how they have affected perhaps some of the racing calendars here
in Victoria.
Clearly that point-of-consumption tax provides a range of other benefits, and I want to just also touch
more broadly on the racing industry, which we have heard here in Victoria is something like a
$4.3 billion industry with some 33 000 effective full-time jobs. In regional Victoria there are not too
many places you would go where there is not—I can think of a few things—certainly a footy ground
and more often than not a racetrack. And for some 9700 Victorians in effective full-time employment
in regional Victoria in an industry that generates some $1.5 billion in hospitality and other economic
output it is a really significant contribution that is made across Victoria. Whether you are in hospitality,
whether you are providing accommodation and tourism, whether you are employed directly in the
industry, there are so many organisations and parts of our economy that are interspersed with our
racing industry outside of whether or not you are someone who goes to the track.
Now, also there has been an effect I suppose on prize money around that point-of-consumption tax,
and in Victoria and New South Wales we are investing that back into the racing industry because
although I would not call it an arms race, what we need to make sure of as well is that we do not want
to find it is a race to the bottom. That is not going to suit or support the industry long term. Where New
South Wales have obviously chosen through some of their higher point-of-consumption taxes—10 per
cent for a longer period of time—than we are moving to here in Victoria to offer greater prize money,
perhaps some different carnivals and events that have challenged and sought to upset some of the
arrangements in Victoria, we do not want to see with the increase in the POC tax here in Victoria that
that just helps to develop an arms race in terms of extra prize money or engagement around the sorts
of racing calendar meetings that we want to have in Victoria.
What we need to do is be sensible. The pre-eminent racing states in the country are Victoria and New
South Wales. We want to make sure competition is healthy, and it is important to reassess how you
go about protecting, advancing and advocating for the interests of a $4.3 billion industry that employs
effectively in full-time work some 33 000 Victorians. But you also have an obligation of course across
the industry to make sure that what is offered in sin city—the lights and the flashiness—does not
obscure the cold hard facts about the economic contribution and development that needs to be
protected and advanced here in Victoria. I have got no doubt that the racing industry here in Victoria
is sensible about those matters, but I think it is also worth noting them in our conversations here.
Can I say that, just adding some further comments, we note that there is also going to be some other
elements in relation to the Anzac fund that will benefit to the tune of some $100 000 from the pointof-consumption tax increase on an annual basis, and that fund is really significant for a range of
services that are provided to veterans and their families in our community. So that is one of the other
effects of this increase in the levy, and I welcome that. I think that that Anzac fund seeing a
commensurate increase in its per annum revenue is a positive for Victoria.
Further to all of that I just wanted to note that we have all had our experiences, and certainly as a
former journalist with the Geelong Advertiser I know the Geelong Cup is a very big event in the
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community. We have also of course—I again would say whether it has been at Kerang or Stawell or
Hanging Rock, many places—had the opportunity to attend country race meetings and understand
how they bring communities together. They provide great opportunities for economic output and
opportunities for the tourism industry, opportunities in hospitality and opportunities for those whose
vocation is in the racing industry—nothing wrong with that—and the contribution that those people
make to our community in their working lives. They are great opportunities for people to get together
and enjoy each other’s company and to also support regional communities as part of the really
significant events that happen on our calendar.
And what is important is that that point-of-consumption tax going back into the racing industry is not
just about the Spring Racing Carnival and the big events in Melbourne, it is about those very significant
regional country meets. But also—and I had the opportunity to be at Bairnsdale Racecourse; we were
using it for other community events—if we continue to do as our government has and invest much of
the tax revenue that comes from the racing industry back into country racing venues, those venues are
done up and maintained not only for the racing industry but for the opportunities that they provide for
a range of other conferences, weddings and significant community events. That is really significant.
They really are the lifeblood of many regional and rural communities. They provide great
opportunities, outside of their race meets, for other community gatherings and activities and generate
income and employment for people, and that is really significant as well.
So I think that overall the key point to again make is the increase in the point-of-consumption tax from
8 to 10 per cent will create an opportunity to bring parity with that jurisdiction in New South Wales.
That also has bipartisan support to do that. It provides an opportunity to generate further income that
can be invested back into the racing industry. As we have said, there is well and truly over some
$4 billion in terms of the investment that we see going back into the Victorian economy, some
33 000 effective full-time jobs across the state and of course some 9700 effective full-time jobs across
regional Victoria, where there is a $1.5 million economic benefit in those communities.
So for all of us, I think, it is a sensible and commonsense tax increase. It is one that brings us to parity
with New South Wales. It provides a further mechanism to invest in the industry that employs many
Victorians and that provides great economic opportunities across the tourism and hospitality industries
and many others. I commend the amendments to house, and I wish the bill, with its bipartisan support,
speedy passage.
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) (17:12): I am pleased to have the opportunity to contribute to
the Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021 debate. This bill will
make an amendment to the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 which will result in an increase to the point
of consumption (POC) tax rate for wagering and batting. This will increase the rate from 8 per cent to
10 per cent starting from 1 July, as we have heard today. Furthermore, this increased revenue will see
an increase to the share of revenue returned to the Victorian racing industry (VRI) from 1.5 per cent
to 3.5 per cent.
In addition, the balance of the revenue will continue to be distributed to the Hospitals and Charities
Fund. The changes in this bill will continue to deliver on our commitment to ensure that all wagering
operators pay their full share of wagering and betting tax and importantly, in so doing, will maintain
tax settings that can support a competitive Victorian racing and wagering industry. Importantly, as the
Treasurer stated in his second-reading speech, the reforms strike the right balance in providing
additional industry support and encouraging ongoing investment that underpins thousands of jobs
across our state.
Point-of-consumption taxation of wagering in Victoria was established by the Gambling Regulation
Amendment (Wagering and Betting) Act 2018, and the key rationale for the switch from point of
supply taxation to point-of-consumption taxation of wagering was the growth of online wagering and
betting over recent years. As background, and to quote the Review of the Point of Consumption Tax
on Wagering and Betting at page 4:
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In the 2017–18 Budget, the Victorian Government announced it was developing a Point of Consumption Tax
on wagering and betting … to better align Victoria’s wagering tax system with the increasingly digital betting
environment. At that time, only the Victorian wagering and betting licensee, Tabcorp Wagering … paid
Victorian wagering tax. Victorian licensed bookmakers and online corporate bookmakers were not liable for
wagering tax on bets taken from Victorian customers.

And it says:
The difference in tax burden between online bookmakers and Tabcorp created an uneven playing field and
allowed an environment to develop in which online bookmakers could expand rapidly without being taxed in
Victoria, resulting in declining Victorian wagering tax revenue despite ongoing growth in Victorian wagering
activity. Online bookmakers also made a lesser contribution to the Victorian Racing Industry … than the
Victorian wagering and betting licensee.

Furthermore, in the lead-up to this reform a considerable proportion of the supply of these gaming and
wagering services was being provided from outside of Victoria. This reflected the challenges faced by
taxing services in a world in which corporate entities increasingly provide services across state and
across national boundaries.
This was eroding Victoria’s taxation base and creating an uneven playing field when it came to gaming
services supplied from within Victoria. POC taxation of wagering and gambling commenced in 1920,
with around $30 million in additional revenue being raised. This framework locks in a level playing
field, making sure that all providers of wagering and betting pay their fair share. As I have already
referenced, the point-of-consumption tax has been subject to a review that was tabled by the Treasurer
late last year, exemplifying the government’s success in achieving the objectives of this framework,
finding that the introduction of the POCT had not affected the growth in net wagering revenue for
wagering operators on the Victorian racing industry events and that the $1 million tax-free threshold
had reduced the POCT regulatory burden on small operators without a significant reduction to the
taxation revenue overall.
The review also stated that the POCT implementation was designed to protect Victorian jobs and not
adversely impact the Victorian racing industry, which is a major part of Victoria’s sporting landscape
and cultural tradition. To this end, the government guaranteed Victoria’s three racing codes—
thoroughbred, harness and greyhound—would be no worse off as a result of the introduction of the
Victorian POCT, both collectively and individually. It found that in its first 12 months of operation
the POCT raised $127 million in tax revenue, of which over $23 million was provided to the Victorian
racing industry in direct funding—over 18 per cent of the funds that had been raised. The review
related to the first year of the full operation of the POCT, which preceded the COVID-19 pandemic.
It concluded that the 8 per cent rate of POCT had not limited the profitability of the major corporate
bookmakers in the market.
The review, which was undertaken by the Department of Treasury and Finance, found that large
corporate bookmakers had responded to the POCT by increasing their margins so that even though
there had been a slower level of growth in wagering turnover there was no reduction in the growth of
net wagering revenue. Tabcorp was unaffected by the introduction of the POCT. As expected, small
oncourse bookmakers fell below the $1 million annual tax-free threshold.
In relation to the Victorian racing industry, the review found that there had been a reduction in the
growth of turnover in racing products. However, it also concluded that the VRI POCT payment of
1.5 per cent of taxable net wagering revenue, 18.75 per cent of tax revenue, has adequately
compensated the Victorian racing industry for the direct effects introducing the POCT had on revenue
from wagering and betting. That was at finding 3. The review has shown our changes in this area are
getting the balance right, and this bill continues that good work.
The original design of POCT was that a rate of 8 per cent of net wagering revenue be derived from
customers in Victoria—and net wagering revenue will be broadly calculated as gross bets and wagers
taken less the winnings paid for fixed-odds betting or commissions derived from facilitating wagers
and bets for parimutuel. The tax will apply to all wagering and betting entities, including the Victorian
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wagering and betting licence holder. The tax was also designed to include an annual $1 million taxfree threshold, which applies equally to all wagering and betting entities or entities grouped for the
purpose of this tax. This threshold means that the majority of smaller bookmakers, who predominantly
operate as oncourse businesses, will fall underneath the tax-free threshold.
Victorians spend well over $1 billion annually on wagering and betting on horse and greyhound racing
and other sports, and as earlier highlighted, we know that a growing share of this is from online
corporate bookmakers that are located outside of Victoria. The Victorian racing industry is a major
part of Victoria’s sporting and cultural landscape, and in speaking to these changes and the impact on
this industry it is crucial that we remember what a massive injection this industry does make to our
state’s economy. Our racing industry, along with all our other successful sporting codes and events, is
what puts us on the map, both nationally and internationally. We know that the racing industry makes
up an estimated $4.3 billion of our Victorian economy annually, sustaining more than 33 000 full-time
equivalent jobs—and for regional Victoria 9700 full-time equivalent jobs—and $1.15 billion annually
in economic value. As such, the point-of-consumption tax was designed to reduce potential adverse
impacts on the Victorian racing industry. In light of this commitment, the government provided in the
original legislation to contribute a proportion of the amount of wagering and betting tax received to
the Victorian racing industry at a rate determined by the Treasurer after consulting with the Minister
for Racing, and this represented a new source of funding for the Victorian racing industry.
In designing the original POC tax, the government undertook extensive consultation with key industry
stakeholders, and this included a number of steps. In August 2017 the Victorian government released a
consultation paper seeking views on policy design and consideration of potential industry and customer
impacts of POCT. A considerable number of submissions was received. The government also
undertook extensive consultations with the peak bodies, Racing Victoria, Harness Racing Victoria and
Greyhound Racing Victoria, and in the design of the POCT the government committed to the principle
that the racing industry collectively and individually as codes would not be worse off. At the
commencement of the POCT the Treasurer set the new Victorian racing industry point-of-consumption
tax at 1.5 per cent of taxable net wagering revenue, and the 2018 act provides that any amount left over
from the 8 per cent of the taxable net wagering revenue, less a contribution to the Victorian racing
industry, will be paid to the Consolidated Fund and to the Hospitals and Charities Fund.
Returning to this bill, our increase in the tax rate for wagering and betting will lift the amount of
wagering revenue that is returned to the Victorian racing industry. In monetary terms this rate of
increase will see VRI payments increase by approximately $47.6 million to $83.3 million in 2021–22.
This adjustment to the VRI payment will be implemented through the determination to be published
following this bill’s passage. Importantly, through this adjustment the gap will be bridged between the
funding frameworks for the Victorian and New South Wales racing industries. Furthermore, additional
support for the racing industry will mean that the three controlling bodies—namely Racing Victoria,
Harness Racing Victoria and Greyhound Racing Victoria—are enabled to continue their investment
in prize money returns for the thousands of Victorians who work in the industry, to continue their
investment in facilities for racing and training that are world class and, importantly, one that is very
dear to my heart, that there is investment in important measures related to the welfare of animals and
participants, be they other animals or people, in the process of all kinds of racing. These changes will
continue to encourage ongoing investment in the industry, which plays such an important role in
powering our economy, and I am very pleased to commend this bill to the house.
Mr TAK (Clarinda) (17:22): I am pleased to join the honourable member for Pascoe Vale to make
a contribution on the Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. Over
the past few years I have spoken several times on gambling amendments and other related legislation
here in this place. It is very important to many of my constituents that we find the right balance and
that we work together to reduce gambling-related harm in our community. As I have mentioned
previously, gambling is an issue in Clarinda, particularly in the City of Greater Dandenong, one of the
local government areas that make up my electorate. Last year I was very proud to speak in favour of
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amendments to help mitigate the risk of under-age online gambling and put in place harm minimisation
measures, amendments which were well received in Clarinda.
The bill we have here today amends the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 to increase the wagering and
betting tax rate from 8 per cent to 10 per cent from 1 July 2021. It is fairly straightforward, as other
speakers before me have already alluded to. As context for the bill, since 1 January 2019 a point-ofconsumption wagering and betting tax has applied to wagering operators in Victoria. The tax rate is
8 per cent of net wagering revenue with an annual tax-free threshold of $1 million, with 18.75 per cent
of the total revenue received by the government paid to the Victorian racing industry, being 1.5 per
cent of the net wagering revenue. In November 2020 the Treasurer tabled his review of the tax
framework in Parliament. The review concluded the tax achieved its objective of creating a level
playing field for wagering operators whilst ensuring the wagering industry is viable.
Despite the tax framework achieving its objective, there are some claims of disparity between Victoria
and New South Wales government funding of the respective industries in the two states, so in response
the government will raise the rate of wagering and betting tax from 8 per cent to 10 per cent and the
share of tax revenue paid to the racing industry from 1.5 to 3.5 per cent of net wagering revenue from
1 July 2021. The broader question may be asked: why does the Victorian racing industry receive a
payment? That payment represents a significant funding source for the racing industry.
As we have heard, the industry makes up an estimated $4.3 billion of Victoria’s economy annually
and sustains more than 33 000 full-time equivalent jobs. This is particularly relevant to regional
Victoria, where more than 100 clubs support over 9700 full-time equivalent jobs and provide an
estimated $1.15 billion annually in economic value.
Just on the outskirts of the Clarinda electorate we have Ladbrokes Park, formally known as Sandown
Racecourse, that has operated since 1965 and hosts some major events each year, such as the Sandown
Spring Carnival Race Day, Melbourne Leisurefest and the Vietnamese festival. There is also the
Sandown Greyhound Racing Club and Sandown Park located off View Road in my electorate. In fact
in the electorate of the honourable Minister for Racing there is a host of facilities there also. Next
Thursday is the RSN Sandown Cup night, with live music, food and other festivities.
As we have heard, there are a lot of people employed by the clubs and the industry, so it is important
that we strike the right balance between supporting the industry and mitigating harm wherever we can,
and I would like to say a few points on that. I have mentioned before that Australia loses more money
to gambling than any other country in the world, largely from Australians and Victorians who can
least afford it. In 2019–20, $87 million was lost to pokies in Greater Dandenong alone. It was the
highest rate of pokie losses in Victoria. On top of the pokie losses, an estimated $150 million is lost
by Greater Dandenong residents each year to other legal forms of gambling, bringing the total annual
loss to approximately $237 million. I know from my time as a councillor at the City of Greater
Dandenong that gambling causes a great deal of harm to the health and wellbeing of many of my
constituents through financial stress, relationship breakdown, family violence and mental illness that
all come with gambling addictions, so it is important to consistently remind ourselves of this harm. I
know that this sentiment is felt particularly strongly in many of our multicultural and culturally and
linguistically diverse communities.
I would like again to take this opportunity to acknowledge some of the fantastic work that is taking
place to combat problem gambling in our CALD communities. I know that not long ago the Springvale
Monash Legal Service was working with a group to prepare a submission to the Royal Commission
into the Casino Operator and Licence at Crown Melbourne. In fact there are fantastic initiatives all
across Clarinda of working hard to increase awareness about the risks associated with gambling, to
increase social connections in non-gambling environments and to increase the capabilities of
community members to prevent and respond to problem gambling. These are all really important
objectives and initiatives. I know that the Cambodian Association of Victoria as well as the South
Eastern Melbourne Vietnamese Associations Council and the Australian Vietnamese Women’s
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Association under their rehabilitation health and wellbeing programs continue to provide a lot of
services. There is a host of outstanding community groups working on this issue in my electorate and
across the south-east. I commend each and every one of them and offer my support in any way that I
can. Again, it is very important that we strike the right balance.
In terms of how the revenue will be used, most revenue from the wagering and betting tax is paid into
the Hospitals and Charities Fund, which is used to support hospitals, health and community services
in Victoria—hospitals like Monash Medical Centre located in my electorate. Over the last few years
the Andrews Labor government has made some really significant investments, such as the Monash
Medical Centre emergency department redevelopment, which I am extremely proud of. That was a
$76.3 million investment, which included a new dedicated paediatric emergency department for
Monash Health hospital. The expanded and improved emergency department will support an expected
46 000 extra emergency department presentations each year, comprised of 14 000 paediatric patients
and 32 000 adults. This includes 1400 presentations for mental health through a new mental health,
drug and alcohol hub.
I know that this project is going to make a huge difference for my constituents, especially those
struggling with mental health conditions. The emergency department also includes a separate 24-hour
short-stay unit to treat more people with mental health and also drug and alcohol problems in times of
urgent need. This huge investment is part of the Labor government’s $105 million promise to build
these units in busy hospitals across the state.
I am also proud that in partnership with Monash Health soon we will have Monash Heart, Victoria’s
first standalone heart hospital. When open, the hospital will have capacity for more than 200 beds and
it will also have capacity to provide more than 2000 cardiac surgeries, up to 13 000 cardiac laboratory
procedures and more than 100 000 consultations each year.
Finally, one-thirtieth of the wagering and betting tax revenue for the month of April is also paid to the
Anzac Day Proceeds Fund each year to initiatives for the benefit of the veteran community. This
payment nominally represents the revenue raised from wagering and betting activities that occur on
Anzac Day, so this is very important to note.
Once again, I am really proud of all the work that is taking place in Clarinda to reduce gamblingrelated harm as well as the historic investment going into public health in Clarinda. I wholeheartedly
commend the bill to the house.
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (17:31): I am very pleased this evening to have the opportunity to contribute
to the debate on this important piece of legislation and very pleased, as I always am, to follow the
fantastic member for Clarinda. Today I believe is his birthday, so happy birthday, member for
Clarinda. Happy 35th birthday, I was told. I think that is about right; I would not want to mislead the
house, but happy birthday. And to the member for Clarinda, who spoke very well on this piece of
legislation, thank you for the work that you do in your community, particularly the hard work, the fine
work, that you do each and every day, working with your local community to bring to this place all of
those concerns and all of those points that are raised with you as a local member. Thank you for the
work that you do. You have been a terrific addition to the team, and it is wonderful to have you and to
hear your contributions such as those, so thanks very much and, again, happy birthday.
As I said at the start, I am very pleased to have this opportunity to contribute to the debate on this bill.
As other members have mentioned this evening, the bill sets out a range of changes by way of
increasing the point-of-consumption tax rate for wagering and betting from 8 per cent to 10 per cent
from 1 July 2021. As other members have mentioned, this bill is a relatively short piece of legislation
in terms of content and mechanism. However, as others have spoken about this evening and throughout
the course of today, the important point is around the significant economic and social benefits that are
often provided through the racing industry to this state.
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We of course know the great excitement that occurs in the lead-up to and on the day of the Melbourne
Cup, the Caulfield Cup, Stakes Day, Derby Day and the Geelong Cup, but I think what is really
important to put on the record—and others have done this through the course of this piece of
legislation—is indeed the benefits that are provided to rural and regional Victoria via the racing
industry. I certainly do not disagree with many of the sentiments that have been spoken about right
across all sides of the chamber through the course of this debate, particularly for those in rural and
regional Victoria. The job opportunities, the training opportunities, the social and economic benefits
that are provided to some of our finest communities right across the state are incredibly important. What
this bill sets out to do is make sure that through the economic initiatives that are generated through the
process of the legislation we are ensuring that the playing field is a lot more level, and it needs to be.
It needs to be a situation where, by raising the tax from 8 per cent to 10 per cent from the date that I
outlined earlier, we are making sure that there are greater economic benefits that are provided to
Victorians—and that is exactly what this bill does. This bill is important because it relates to how the
tax can be used locally to invest in this state and how our people within this state, right across racing
clubs that other members have mentioned, are benefiting from this piece of legislation.
Racing clubs are not just about racing. They are about employees. They are social hubs. They are
gathering places. They are also community hubs, and they bring communities together. I did listen
quite closely to my good friend, the member for Bendigo West, and her contribution, which was earlier
today. Bendigo is not too far from my home town in Sunbury. Listening to the member for Bendigo
West speak about many of the local clubs that she works with each and every day, week in, week out,
and learning about the opportunities that have been provided to them through the industry—it was a
very fine contribution and something that I think is very important to have on the record.
This great state, our terrific state, is known for our calendar of events. I heard the member for Pascoe
Vale in her contribution speak about those major events, the major events calendar that this state is so
well known for, whether it be the AFL Grand Final, whether it be the Grand Prix, whether it be the
Melbourne Cup and the Spring Racing Carnival more broadly, or whether it be the Australian Open.
We should never be in a position where we just assume that these events will continue to roll over,
year in, year out. What of course we saw last year through the global pandemic was for the first time
in decades these events not occurring in our state, and we know not just the economic pain but also
the social pain that was caused by these events not happening.
We need to make sure that as a government we are always at the forefront in leading, in championing
and in making sure we are having all of the conversations for all of the opportunities for increased
employment and for greater economic activity and in making sure that we are continuing to invest in
the people in this state—the great people in this state, I should say.
We should also make sure that when we are doing this, it is done in a fair way. This bill, as other
speakers have outlined, goes to increasing the point-of-consumption tax rate for wagering and betting
from 8 per cent to 10 per cent from 1 July 2021. Following the passage of this bill, an increase in the
payment to the Victorian racing industry from 1.5 to 3.5 per cent will be implemented by way of a
Treasurer’s determination. The increase in payments to the racing industry will be offset by an increase
in wagering and betting tax revenue. The increase in the tax rate will support an increase to the share
of tax revenue provided to the Victorian racing industry, currently 1.5 per cent of net wagering
revenue, to 3.5 per cent of net wagering revenue.
It is only fair that bets on racing placed in Victoria, which are essentially economic activity, be taxed,
with those funds raised then invested into the community. That goes to the point that I raised earlier,
which builds on the member for Clarinda’s points around ensuring that those funds are invested in the
community, and that is an incredibly important element. This change from 8 per cent to 10 per cent is
a modest one, considering it will bring this state—Victoria—into line with New South Wales and it
remains less than 15 per cent, as is applied in other states.
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The Andrews Labor government is about fairness. That is why we have ensured that small operators
will not be impacted by this change, with the $1 million tax-free threshold to remain. The racing
industry in Victoria, as others have mentioned, including Racing Victoria, thoroughbreds, Harness
Racing Victoria and Greyhound Racing Victoria, contributes to this state more than $4.3 billion in
economic value each year, which equates to well over 30 000 jobs, and of course having a job means
financial security and a sense of dignity.
I am not going to reference much of what was in today’s budget, but what we know is that last year
was such an incredibly challenging, incredibly devastating and incredibly difficult year for this state,
for the people of our state, in the city, in the suburbs, in rural and regional Victoria. Making sure that
we are doing everything we can to support employment—making sure that those 30 000 jobs within
this industry and so many other industries like this industry are supported and are protected—is
something that this government will stand for today, tomorrow and for as long as we have the
opportunity to govern in this state.
We know of course that the welfare of horses and greyhounds is incredibly important to the people of
Victoria, to local members, to this state, and that is why we know that in the Victorian racing industry
the revenue generated by this tax will go towards supporting animal welfare programs for retired
horses and greyhounds, such as the very successful Greyhound Adoption Program. I have also got in
my electorate, Acting Speaker Suleyman, Living Legends, which I am sure you are familiar with,
which is just near Melbourne Airport. It is another facility that is very important, making sure that
where the opportunity is present those that have been involved in the industry are supported.
This bill, although short and minor in mechanism and content, is indeed again another important bill
brought to the house by this government. We will continue to ensure that we invest in people in this
state and continue to ensure that we invest in fairness by making sure that we are supporting industries
through jobs and making sure that we are giving people in rural and regional Victoria every
opportunity to go on and be their best and to do the things in life that they are so entitled to, and I am
very proud to commend the bill to the house.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (17:42): I rise to speak on the Gambling Regulation Amendment
(Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021 before us today. This bill amends the Gambling Regulation
Act 2003 to increase the rate of wagering and betting tax from 8 per cent to 10 per cent from 1 July
2021. The extra revenue will support an increase in the share of tax revenue that is returned to the
racing industry from 1.5 per cent to 3.5 per cent of the net wagering revenue.
The bill is actually quite a small one, but the numbers attached to gambling in Victoria are actually
very large. The Treasurer outlined in his second-reading speech that racing is an important industry in
regional Victoria, with more than 100 clubs supporting over 9000 jobs and providing over $1 billion
annually in economic value.
Thoroughbred racing has a presence in the Goulburn Valley, and it has been there since the 1870s,
with tracks and facilities being housed at various times in Tatura, Shepparton and Mooroopna, and
there are many other smaller racetracks. The Tatura & Shepparton Racing Club is proud to continue
to be the home of premier thoroughbred racing in the Goulburn Valley, supporting local sporting,
cultural and tourism activities through all of the significant events that they hold. It is an operational
training facility, and it maintains a full turf track, sandtrack and other facilities, and there is currently
a training base for up to 20 trainers. Buildings in the racecourse are used for a range of purposes. They
include not only horse stalls and large undercover areas but social facilities and catering facilities.
Country racetracks are a very important part of the social fabric of many regional communities. I well
remember growing up in Jerilderie in southern New South Wales and the picnic race day in that town
was something to behold. I do not think it was as much about horseracing as it was about the social
side. It was a day when the women dressed in their very best, as did the men. There was a picnic lunch.
Everyone from the town and nearby came, and that night there would be the picnic races ball. Like a
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time that existed in the past, balls used to be held in country towns on any excuse: the Catholic ball,
the Masonic ball, the football club ball, the picnic races ball, the round-up ball—I was going to say
‘gangsters and spinsters’, but it is bachelors and spinsters. I do not think there were many gangsters in
that town. But there were so many social events that small communities well and truly valued, and
racing was one of them. But I dare say that the horses were almost a by-product at some of those racing
events and that the gambling, while serious for some people, was not the primary purpose. There were
many relationships that would have been hatched at picnic race days in Shepparton and indeed in all
those other country towns around regional districts.
Gambling has really become quite embedded in our culture, in a way. It has got the financial and the
economic component to it, but we have to acknowledge that gambling also has really significant
challenges for so many people. In 2017 the Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation
commissioned research to assess the social cost of gambling to Victoria, including costs associated
with low-risk and moderate-risk gambling. The study found the total cost of gambling to our
community in 2014–15 was $7 billion. I have spoken in this house on other occasions on gamblingassociated legislation about the need to take gambling harm very seriously. In the debate on the Liquor
and Gambling Legislation Amendment Bill 2018 there were some changes made that better dealt with
the issue and that were really a step in the right direction, but I recall back in 2017 voting against the
Gambling Regulation Amendment (Gaming Machine Arrangements) Bill 2017. That was a bill that
really loosened things up a bit, particularly in relation to access to poker machines. So for every
problem gambler, which has been estimated as high as half a million Victorians, there are typically
about six other people who can be really negatively affected, who feel the ripple effects of that
addiction to gambling.
In a town like Shepparton it is really quite astounding to think that over $30 million can leave the town
in a spend on poker machines. It was interesting to note that last year during COVID, when so many
of the venues were shut, there was more than $9 million saved as a result of simply there being no
access to those poker machines. One cannot help but think that in those circumstances that money
might be being spent locally on a whole range of products for families and children and entertainment
and all those other necessaries of life. As restrictions have eased, unfortunately we have seen residents
returning to the poker machines. The dilemma in all of this is that the clubs and the hotels and the
places that are the hosts to poker machines in so many communities also play somewhat of an
important role, so we have this eternal contradiction between the good and the harm of so many
activities that are of a recreational nature that people wish to pursue.
The Royal Commission into the Casino Operator and Licence has just begun its hearings this week, and
there will no doubt be numerous tales of the experiences of problem gambling. Just reviewing some of
the submissions that have already been made, there really are stories that are heart-wrenching of people
who have lost everything and indeed of practices that are truly reprehensible in that environment. So it
will be a lesson to all of us when the findings of that royal commission are handed down.
Gambling advertising is an issue that I think is also of concern. Recently I received an email from a
year 9 student in my electorate. I will just read a bit of it because it is just very interesting to know
what she said. She said:
Through my studies at Greater Shepparton Secondary College as a year 9 student I have taken an elective in
an attempt to understand legal issues in Australia. For my school project I undertook research on gambling
on free to air TV. I was incredibly disappointed to discover how prevalent these ads were and how frequently
children were exposed to them. I personally reflected on how numb I was to the presence of these ads in my
everyday life.

She went on to talk about how she would like my assistance to understand it better and to perhaps see
something done about it and to work towards a solution, because there is no doubt that gambling
advertising is now on at hours of the day and night that are inappropriate. We have been able to ban
alcohol and cigarette advertising—well, cigarettes entirely, but alcohol at certain times too. These were
really hard-fought battles to get some balance into the situation. It is certainly time that TV advertising
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was looked at in that way as far as all those gambling ads that are so prevalent and so targeted often at
young people go.
Again, it is horseracing. It is really a bill that is about creating more revenue to put back into the industry.
Community expectations around the level of welfare for animals in that industry are very important.
There is no doubt that valuable and successful racehorses are highly valued. Unfortunately we have
seen instances where that has not been the case, but it is an important industry. This is a step that looks
to improving it in some ways by investing in it and in the way it can operate. I think in all things it is
about finding a balance that is satisfactory. Where you have got a high level of investment and jobs, the
economy relies on it in so many ways; we just need to be constantly mindful of the good that it can do,
the great investment in it, but also the negatives and try to deal with them as best we can.
That whole notion of reform around harm minimisation in relation to gambling is important, but in
dealing with this bill today, which is in some ways a minor amendment that makes a difference, I do
not oppose the bill.
Ms CRUGNALE (Bass) (17:52): I rise tonight to speak on the Gambling Regulation Amendment
(Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. Opinions will always be divided over the issue of gambling
and the racing industry, but we are not here today to debate these issues. We are here to debate an
increase in the tax rate on wagering and betting from 8 per cent to 10 per cent.
The industry, the racing industry, actually provides employment to 33 000 EFT, or equivalent fulltime, jobs in this state. In regional Victoria more than 100 clubs support over 9700 EFT jobs. Eighty
thousand regional Victorians are involved as participants, employees or volunteers, and the industry,
like it or not, contributes an estimated $4.3 billion to our Victorian economy each year, with over
$1 billion going to the regions both directly and indirectly.
The Spring Racing Carnival heralds the start of summer. More than $75 million is spent in associated
industries such as fashion, and almost 90 000 out-of-staters come to Victoria. More than 300 000 bed
nights are sold, and Melbourne is showcased globally on the famous first Tuesday in November. As
Slim Dusty wrote:
There’s a bustle in the city, there’s excitement in the scrubs.

At the scrubs end of the scale, in my electorate of Bass, a day at the Woolamai races has been a familyfriendly tradition for years. Picnic rugs come out, the chairs get unpacked from the back of the car,
friends catch up, a few bets are laid with the local bookmakers and the kids play chasey out on the
lawns. In Pakenham, although the track has moved slightly down the road, mates still catch up at the
Cardinia Club for a chat and a bite to eat, a quiet lunch or a seniors meal. It is a community meeting
point. It is newly renovated, and the patrons are loving the updated bright and cheerful atmosphere.
Anyone who ignores this next fact does so really at their own peril: we face a very real challenge to
our leading national industry status from New South Wales. Our northern neighbours are quite upfront about their intentions, and we can remember quite easily the iconic opera house being used in
2018 to advertise a horserace. We need to support our racing industry and fund it appropriately if we
want to maintain our pre-eminent position in this industry.
The proposed tax increase will bring Victoria into line with the current New South Wales tax rate of
10 per cent. This is estimated to return an additional $35 million next financial year to the industry.
Those additional resources will help ensure we keep our premier industry position. This increase will
also boost the coffers of the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund by an estimated $100 000 a year, assisting
organisations that provide welfare to the ex-service community—health and wellbeing programs,
education costs, transport for shopping and payment of living expenses for our veterans, who put their
lives on line to protect our democracy. The Hospital and Charities Fund will also benefit from
additional moneys raised as most of the revenue raised from wagering and betting tax is paid to the
fund. This in turn supports hospitals, health and community services throughout Victoria.
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As an industry the racing industry cares about the welfare of animals. The media has highlighted
instances of cruelty, but an increase in funds allows the overwhelmingly good people in the industry
to better continue the work that they do. We will never have better outcomes if we do not invest in
animal welfare programs. For example, in the five years since 2015 the Greyhound Adoption Program
has seen an increase in adopted greyhounds of almost 85 per cent. These adorable dogs are finding a
life after racing because of this program. Racing Victoria’s $25 million commitment to their animal
welfare program has seen a statewide foster program to support thoroughbreds in need and an
expansion of programs aimed at giving horses a career after racing. The Harness Education and
Rehoming Opportunities or HERO program, as it is known, will have more funds to continue their
work supporting life-after-racing options for standardbreds. Since their inception in 2015 they not only
have helped horses transition to new homes but have also partnered with the Naked Farmer project to
highlight mental health issues in rural and regional Australia.
Another fact is that this amendment is the result of consultation with the sector as part of the review
of the point-of-consumption tax, or POCT. A few months after I entered this Assembly the point-ofconsumption tax came into effect to replace the wagering and betting tax structures to recognise the
increasingly digital betting environment. As the Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor
Regulation said earlier this year, the introduction of a point-of-consumption tax in 2019 was critical in
ensuring that online betting agencies paid their fair share of taxes, and these changes will ensure that
they continue to do so. When we make a promise, we keep it. We promised to review the changed tax
within 18 months, and we did. I thank the Treasurer, the member for Werribee, for his continued work
in this area and for tabling the review of the new system last November. I also want to acknowledge
the continued work of the Minister for Racing and the Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and
Liquor Regulation, both determined to make the best decisions with the right outcomes.
I also remind this chamber of some of the review’s findings in addition to the benefits flowing to the
charitable funds. Since the introduction of the POCT on 1 January 2019 it has not affected the growth
in wagering operators’ net revenue at Victorian racing industry events. The tax has got the balance
right for some operators in respect of the $1 million tax-free threshold protecting the licensed
bookmakers who predominantly operate at the course.
Fact number six and the one that is most overlooked is the racing industry is made up of people and
animals and is part of our cultural identity. It is full of stories and history. Take the Melbourne Cup,
for example. The race that stops the nation was first held in 1861. It is 120 years old this November,
though the prize money has increased from 710 gold sovereigns and a hand-beaten gold watch. The
late Bart Cummings still holds the most wins by a trainer, with 12 wins over more than 40 years.
Makybe Diva was named after five employees of the owner, a tuna fisherman, with the first two letters
from each of their names. Gai Waterhouse in 2013 broke the racing glass ceiling when she became
the first Australian woman to train a Melbourne Cup winner. Michelle Payne smashed it for good with
her win in in 2015—it was a great film too. Her brother Stephen was waiting at the barrier to guide
her and Prince of Penzance to the winners circle. These are real stories about hardworking people up
before dawn on the track.
In closing I again thank this government for keeping this industry viable for now and into the future,
for supporting Victorians in regional and rural Victoria and for acknowledging the importance this
industry has to our economy and our identity. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (18:00): I rise to speak on the Gambling Regulation Amendment
(Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021, and can I start by thanking the Treasurer for introducing this
important bill into the house and thank all of his staff and those in the department for all of the work
they have done to get this bill here today. I also acknowledge the member for Bass for a terrific
contribution, particularly the reminiscence of the Woolamai races. I will be talking about some of the
country race meetings a little bit further on.
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I would like to start my contribution by acknowledging that I come into this debate with very little
experience about gambling. Those that know me know that I am not a gambler. In fact my biggest
gamble in life was probably running for a seat that was deemed unwinnable in state Parliament.
Members interjecting.
Mr HAMER: That is right. My first gambling experience, however, was on my 18th birthday after
burning my wrist with hot oil during my shift at the local fast-food store. I was working there; that was
not as a consumer. I went to the emergency room, had it bandaged up, and then I was ready to go and
meet my mates and go to the casino. That was my 18th birthday. But I promptly lost all my money—
not all my money; all the money that I was prepared to lose, I should say—and I left. Needless to say,
I have not been back to the casino since.
But the gambling landscape has changed a lot since those days. You do not have to go to the casino,
to the pub or to the track to bet. It can all be now accessed from your own home or indeed wherever
you are on your phone through the online betting apps, many of which are based offshore. And unlike
some industries, online wagering company profits grew during COVID-19 last year, with horseracing
able to continue to operate safely amid the health crisis. As retail betting outlets closed, people were
able to continue to wager using online platforms. Tabcorp’s digital wagering platform grew by 3.8 per
cent to the end of June 2020. Sportsbet’s online net revenue was up 45 per cent in the first half of 2020,
while Ladbrokes’ parent company, GVC Holdings, recorded a 43 per cent profit to the end of June
2020. This growth in online wagering market share is a trend that is expected to continue even
following the reopening of over-the-counter betting operations in Victoria.
To better account for the growing online betting environment and ensure that betting companies pay
their fair share of taxes in Victoria regardless of where they are based, in 2019 this government brought
in a point-of-consumption tax. Many of these large companies had been profiting from Victorian
punters without paying tax. The point-of-consumption tax was also designed to ensure there was no
adverse impact on Victoria’s racing industry and to protect Victorian jobs.
Under the legislation introduced in 2019, most revenue from the tax is paid into the Hospitals and
Charities Fund, which is used to support hospital, health and community services in Victoria. A
proportion of revenue is paid to the Victorian racing industry each month, which is currently set at
1.5 per cent of taxable net wagering revenue. This payment is fixed by way of a determination made
by the Treasurer and published in the gazette. Finally, one-thirtieth of the wagering and betting tax
revenue for the month of April is also paid into the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund each year to fund
initiatives for the benefit of the veteran community.
On 26 November 2020 the Treasurer tabled a review of the point-of-consumption tax framework in
Parliament. The review concluded that the tax was successful in achieving its objectives. In particular
it found that the introduction of the tax had not affected the growth in net wagering revenue on racing
industry events. The review also found that the $1 million tax-free threshold has reduced the regulatory
burden of the tax on small operators without significantly reducing tax revenue as well as determining
that increasing the tax rate from 8 per cent to 10 per cent would be consistent with maintaining this
effective balance. As highlighted by the Treasurer in his second-reading speech, this bill amends the
Gambling Regulation Act 2003 to increase the rate of wagering and betting tax from 8 per cent to
10 per cent from 1 July 2021, bringing it into line with the tax rate of New South Wales. As has been
noted by previous speakers, other states such as WA, South Australia, Queensland and Tasmania have
introduced a 15 per cent tax rate. Small wagering operators and licensed bookmakers will continue
not to be impacted and will continue to be protected by the $1 million tax-free threshold.
Turning to what this means for the racing industry, as part of the arrangement to increase the wagering
and betting tax to 10 per cent the tax rate will also support an increase in the share of tax revenue
provided to the racing industry to 3.5 per cent of net wagering revenue from its current 1.5 per cent.
The Victorian government announced in January this year that the increased pass-through will see a
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net benefit to the Victorian racing industry of around $20 million per annum. This increase will be
provided to the three controlling bodies of racing in Victoria—that is, Racing Victoria, Harness Racing
Victoria and Greyhound Racing Victoria—allowing these bodies to continue to invest in prize-money
returns for the thousands of Victorian participants that work in the industry, invest in important animal
welfare and participant welfare measures and continue to invest in world-class racing and training
facilities and infrastructure that attract visitors and investment into Victoria.
The increased revenue that will flow to the Victorian racing industry will help level the playing field
between racing industry funding frameworks in Victoria and New South Wales. In recent years we
have seen our northern neighbours attempt to challenge Victoria’s Spring Racing Carnival with new
races and significant prize-money increases, and the support provided through these changes will
ensure that Victoria’s Spring Racing Carnival maintains its status as Australia’s pre-eminent racing
carnival. The Spring Racing Carnival is a huge economic contributor to the state in terms of both
visitation and showcasing Melbourne and Victoria to the world. It is imperative that the Victorian
government continues to support an industry that supports many thousands of jobs to ensure that
Victorian racing maintains its pre-eminence and ensures overseas and interstate racing investment is
brought to the state. Statistics from the 2019 Spring Racing Carnival include almost $400 million of
direct spending, $743 million in gross economic benefit and a total combined audience of more than
600 000 at all Victorian racecourses throughout the carnival, including more than 89 000 attendees
from interstate or overseas.
More generally the racing industry generates more than $4.3 billion for the Victorian economy,
providing significant economic, social and sporting benefits to the state of Victoria. The industry
sustains more than 33 800 full-time equivalent jobs and engages more than 121 000 people in
employment, volunteer roles or other levels of participation in its activities. The industry plays a key
role in regional Victoria as well, where more than 80 000 individuals are involved in the industry either
as a participant, employee or volunteer, including more than 20 000 full-time equivalent roles across
regional Victoria. Not only is regional Victoria home to many world-class training facilities, it is dotted
with fantastic local racing clubs whose legacy continues to this day.
I know this point has been mentioned by a number of speakers previously, but I do remember the days
of going out to some of our country race meets. It is a fantastic day out. I see the member from
Macedon is in the chair today. The Hanging Rock races is one of the highlights of the calendar year,
going to the New Year’s Day or the Australia Day races. That happens across Victoria. Some of these
towns increase in size tenfold because of their racing carnivals, bringing in people from across the
state, from interstate, spending money, using hotels, going to local businesses. It is a fantastic fillip for
those local communities.
Obviously we do not have a racecourse in the electorate of Box Hill, but we once did. Would you
believe it? We once did, because Melbourne did have an enormous number of racecourses, particularly
in those early years. After a bit of searching I found that the Box Hill racecourse was set behind the
old White Horse inn—and of course the White Horse does not exist because the pubs do not exist in
Whitehorse either—located on the corner of Whitehorse Road and Elgar Road.
The pub was built in 1851 as the first change for the stagecoach horses on the run to Lilydale, so well
before the train came through there. The Box Hill racecourse was situated behind the pub—it was very
well located when you think about it—and it had a judge’s box in a small clearing located less than
200 metres from the Box Hill station platform, when the station came through. But, sadly, the last race
on the course was run on Easter Saturday in 1883. On that, I commend this bill to the house.
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (18:10): Well, what a pleasure it is to speak on this bill, not
necessarily for the racing elements, but I always like the dual roles of government. One is to increase
economic activity, but one is to better allocate proportionately the tax receipts, and this is a way we
are doing that. We are taking an appropriate amount from an activity, a part of the economy. We are
matching New South Wales in terms of the rate at which we are setting the point-of-consumption tax
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and also being smart about it by setting it lower than other states so we do not lose the competitive
advantage, because it does contribute to the tax base. In this case it goes to racing, not necessarily my
favourite activity, but I am glad it is going to racing because then it may free up the more general
consolidated revenue for other activities. This is an important bill for those reasons.
I might make a couple of reflections, as the member for Caulfield did. I am like the member for Box
Hill; I do not have a racecourse in my electorate, but who knows what will happen with the
redistribution of electoral boundaries later this year? I am 300 or 400 metres or so from a racecourse,
but not just any racecourse. Probably they would say it is the best racecourse in Victoria, but it is
definitely the second most recognised racecourse in Victoria—Caulfield Racecourse. The Caulfield
Cup and a whole bunch of other races go on there.
But the more exciting element of that is some work that we did. It was started under the then Minister
for Environment, Climate Change and Water, the member for Bellarine, and it continued shortly after
with the current Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change. Effectively this government
has committed to opening up that racecourse, not just for racing, because it is about 11 MCGs worth
of space. Can you imagine that—11 MCGs worth of space? Racing is an integral part of it—that is
why it is on the map—but it is not the only part. If you think about the concept of racing, literally you
have got a racecourse, but you have got a whole bunch of space in the middle—and as I speak the
Minister for Racing has walked into the chamber, so interested is he in my contribution.
If you think about that community asset that is Caulfield Racecourse, maintaining racing there is
vital—it is the anchor—but we are opening it up to an entire community to use. As the member for
Caulfield said in his contribution—and rarely do I quote the member for Caulfield’s contributions—
Glen Eira, the municipal council area that the racecourse is in, has the lowest amount of open space of
any local government authority in the Melbourne metropolitan area, so using that will be so, so
important. It has been there for 150 years as a racecourse, or thereabouts, and no government has seen
fit before to open it up to community use. This government made the commitment, and we did it in a
very bipartisan way.
The then minister appointed me and the member for Caulfield to a three-person committee with
another excellent human being from outside the Parliament, who chaired the committee. We sought
input from a whole range of stakeholders, including the racing industry because they are vital, as I
said, but also other community organisations who wanted open space and who wanted sports activities,
so soccer pitches or football ovals or tennis courts or basketball courts. We got a report together. There
were a range of governance issues we had to sort through as well, and we did that. We passed
legislation in this very chamber in the first term of the Andrews Labor government which set the scene
for the appointment of a very, very good trust chaired by an excellent chairperson, Sam Almaliki. He
chairs that trust and has done an extraordinary job with support from this government—hundreds of
thousands of dollars a year. I think, from memory, it is $250 000 annually for the running of the trust.
As the member for Caulfield said, a few weeks ago after a lot of community consultation and input
and really, really blue-sky thinking they unveiled to the community at a reception, where there were
literally 300 people on a cold night at the Caulfield Racecourse—and I came from Parliament; we
were sitting the other week—the best land use management plan I have seen. Extraordinary—you
pinch yourself. They envisaged what the ground, the whole racecourse, would look like in a 20- or
30-year time frame. It was extraordinarily exciting, so much activity use. Racing would literally just
be one part of it—a key part of it, but just one part of it, very different to how it operates now.
So if we can support more community activity in that place—and the member for Caulfield made the
comment that, ‘Yes, but you can’t just have a vision. You need to have funding’. But when has this
government just had a vision and no funding? We follow our vision. We follow our values with
funding, with our legislative agenda, and we make it happen. That is what we do. That is why the
Victorian community has faith in this government, because we deliver on what we say to the Victorian
people and what our commitments are.
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We will do the same with Caulfield Racecourse. It is a big, bold agenda, it goes over a few decades
and it is worth in excess of $450 million to fulfil the vision. It will not be just the Victorian government,
there will be other partners in due course—the Melbourne Racing Club, probably major universities
and others—who will contribute to this vision.
These things are important. The racing industry is important, as other speakers on this bill have said,
because of the economic and jobs opportunities and tourism opportunities in the racing sector, but I
have a fond affection for the Caulfield model, we will call it, where racing is the anchor but it invites
an entire other use from the community. The community has discovered the place because of racing,
but it does not just stop there. To their credit the Melbourne Racing Club at Caulfield, understandably,
has used the space in other ways. I mean, they have bridal exhibitions. My good friend the member
for Bentleigh, I think, understands in planning his nuptials that—
A member interjected.
Mr DIMOPOULOS: The bridal exhibitions at Caulfield Racecourse are very close to where the
member for Bentleigh lives. It might be one of the places he visits. They have whiskey, wine and fire
nights, where you go and discover new whiskeys at the Caulfield Racecourse, something I think the
Treasurer would be very happy to do, with his fondness for that particular drink.
The Melbourne Racing Club does use the facility in a bigger way than just racing. I suppose the point
of it is that the Victorian community have entrusted the Parliament with the carriage of this space—
the 11 MCGs worth of space—that will create such activity. The pictures and the artist’s impressions
are extraordinary. You have got the racing around the perimeter and you have got a whole bunch of
activity in the middle, including passive recreation and including active recreation. I am really looking
forward to that vision being fulfilled over many years. But like many other things in this government’s
agenda it is one of those oak tree projects, where the person who plants the oak tree will not be there
to sit under its shade, as the Premier is often fond of talking about.
So, just to perhaps conclude slowly from where I started, I think this budget—and this bill is an
important part of that mix—is responsible, because it makes those investments that we have told the
Victorian community are our priorities, and those are the same priorities that they elected us to deliver.
But we are not just doing it in a way that is unsustainable; we are apportioning the tax revenue base,
and the increase in revenue, appropriately throughout the Victorian community.
As the Treasurer said in his budget speech, there are those who can afford it. There are industries and
sectors that have had a windfall over COVID, and the property industry is one of them. Yes, I know
there are multiple players in the property industry; there are smaller players and bigger players. We
are targeting, for a bit of extra contribution, the higher end of town. And in this sense the point-ofconsumption tax is a responsible tax, and meeting New South Wales is a good measure as another big
state. And it is also very appropriate. It was our government that developed this tax last term, because
that activity was not on an equal playing field with how gaming taxes worked when they were not
digitised, so to speak.
So this is a really important budget work, but it is also an important cause in terms of funding the
racing industry in a way that makes it sustainable for them, provides economic and growth
opportunities and tourism opportunities but also invites a bigger use for those racing grounds, like we
did in Caulfield and like hopefully we will see in other places, where the community comes together
for an entire range of different activities and connection. So I commend the minister and the Treasurer
on this bill, and I commend it to the house.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (18:20): It is always a delight to join a debate after the member for
Oakleigh. He is just so much fun. He is so joyous. It is a joyous day. Budget day is always a joyous
day. I am really shocked and pleasantly surprised actually to see the unanimity of support for this bill
before the house. I am absolutely delighted to, as I said, follow the member for Oakleigh and to join
the debate on the Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. I have not
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been in the chamber all the time, but most of the time I have been listening in my office, and to hear
the unanimity of support is highly, highly unusual. I know that those in the community and those
watching at home might only see when we do not work cooperatively and we actually have a go at
each other in this chamber, but I got to hear the member for Oakleigh talking in warm terms about the
member for Caulfield—I am not surprised he is talking about the Caulfield racetrack glowingly, but
the member for Caulfield!—and then earlier the member for Gippsland South refer to his greyhound
Maisy, who is suffering a broken toe that she actually broke in bed. Get well soon, Maisy. But you
know, there have just been some stellar contributions to this debate from all sides.
I usually get up here and I like to have a crack at particularly the National Party—you know, it is a bit
of fun—but my great friend the member for Gippsland East and I, there is not a lot we disagree upon
when it comes to racing. I notice that the Liberal Party are supporting this bill, and I heard the member
for Shepparton show her support for this bill. I did not actually hear the Greens contribution, but I am
hoping that they did not break the mould today and that everyone is supporting this bill.
I absolutely love the racing industry. I have loved it all my life. It is a part of growing up in regional
Victoria. It is part of our culture, but it is also a fantastic economic driver—I just want to refer to
numbers—in the outer Melbourne region more than 10 300 full-time equivalent jobs, including an
economic impact of training expenditure in the region of $180 million. And I can see that in my
electorate. Melbourne Polytechnic and its predecessor entity, NMIT, had equine studies and had some
real luminaries that taught there. The great Roy Higgins taught in equine studies at the Northern Lodge
campus of what was the Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE, now Melbourne Polytechnic. What
an outstanding legacy to have had someone of that stature. We have had owners of Melbourne Cup
winners reside in my area. There is a property in Whittlesea that was owned by WS Cox, as in the
WS Cox Plate.
But as many people in this place know, I grew up in Warrnambool. We have just only last week or the
week before had the three-day racing carnival for Warrnambool, and how rapt were they that it was
back on. Sadly, I did not get down there until after all the races had been run and won, because we
were sitting. I am pleading with the Leader of the House and the Minister for Racing to really make
sure that we are not sitting for the Warrnambool Cup day in 2022, because two years ago I actually
made a suit to wear to the Warrnambool racing carnival but unfortunately I had to have my gall bladder
out so I could not go. But I thought, ‘I’ll still wear it the year after’, and then last year COVID
intervened and I still could not wear it. And then this year I could not wear it.
Members interjecting.
Ms GREEN: A member was asking, ‘Where’s your commitment?’—with my gall bladder. When
they finally see my suit—they can judge whether it is still fashionable by the time I actually get to
wear it. It is sort of made for an autumn-type racing time. But fashion in Melbourne and Victoria—
you see the fashions on the field, whether it is during our spring carnival or our significant regional
events—just plays an enormous part. It is part of the economic contribution. I love to see how women
just get into it, and some blokes—some blokes actually really shine up quite well. It is just a great
pleasure. I do say that at a Woodford Cup picnic race meeting I did get runner-up, actually, for what I
happened to be wearing that day. The prize was a voucher from Fletcher Jones, which was still open
then. I bought a houndstooth suit, a black wool crepe skirt and then I got a whole lot of men’s suiting
fabric, which I made into a couple of different suits, which I still to this day wear to Parliament, even
though it was the early 1990s when I won that.
But it is not all about me, it is about the people in my community who just love their racing. In Victoria
we have the highest number of small-input syndicates, so there are lots of people in syndicates for
horses. Our household has been involved in that. Thanks, Knowable, you gave us some great—
A member interjected.
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Ms GREEN: No, we actually won money back on Knowable. He earned his keep and we had a
little bit of joy from him. The last time I saw him race was on Stakes Day, where he came a very
serviceable second, which was about three years ago. So thanks, Knowable, for the memories, and we
are sorry you are no longer with us after your injury.
But there are many other friends that I have locally that are involved in horse ownership. I did mention
fashion before. I want to thank my great friend Di Kilduff. The member for Macedon, the Minister for
Regional Development, has been to the Hat’itude shop in Kyneton many times. Di, who actually plies
her trade out of that store, lives in Yarrambat. She has made some beautiful millinery for me over the
years. Di and many of our friends go to races at Kilmore, which is just outside my electorate, and
Yarra Glen, which is just outside my electorate. They are significant economic drivers for our local
communities, and they have great venues that go above and beyond just what happens on race day.
I did mention Warrnambool. I said I did not get to go to the carnival last year because it was not on.
But surprisingly, unlike a lot of people, I actually did get to go to one race meeting in 2020, and that
was on New Year’s Eve in Warrnambool. I have got to tell you: the delight on the faces of the staff. It
was restricted—we had to sit down and be very careful about sanitising. I have got to say: we did not
even land a glove on any of the races, not even a place bet. It was the most useless day of punting my
husband and I have ever had. But we had never seen so many smiles at a race day, because people
were just rapt that racing was back.
One of my great uncles was a greyhound trainer. My dad used to run the gate at Botanic Park in
Warrnambool. So we have had our connections in thoroughbred racing and in greyhound racing, and
there has been a little bit of harness racing in there. We just love everything equine.
The point-of-consumption tax rate for wagering and betting will go from 8 per cent to 10 per cent from
1 July 2021, and that money is going to come back into the industry, supporting our racecourses and
our infrastructure, but also importantly into hospitals and health.
The final constituent, who I did not mention, was a great mate of mine, Steve Lynn—‘Heaver’ Lynn.
He is a great bookie. He lives in Beveridge. Look him up if you are needing to put a bet on. He is
usually at most country events, but he is just one of the many. He is not a colourful racing identity, he
is just a darn good bookie, but there are many people like him across the Yan Yean electorate.
I have been delighted to witness the debate today, the great unanimity of support. I commend the
fabulous racing minister sitting at the table, who is passionate about racing. You would not find anyone
more passionate than him. I commend this great bill to the house.
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) (18:30): I, too, would like to begin by commending the Minister for
Racing, who is at the table today. This is a very straightforward bill. It amends the Gambling
Regulation Act 2003 to increase the point-of-consumption tax rate for wagering and betting from 8 to
10 per cent from 1 July this year. This rate change in the Victorian racing industry will change the
payment from 1.5 to 3.5 per cent, helping bridge the funding gap between New South Wales and the
Victorian racing industry but still giving us that competitive edge.
I do not have much of a racing pedigree, unlike the member for Yan Yean. I am very disappointed to
hear that something as small as a gall bladder would hold you back from the races, but I was sitting
there—and I am a big fan of the series Peaky Blinders—and I could not actually help but think that
we were hearing from the matriarch from Peaky Blinders there telling us about the dishlickers and the
trots. But I will have to get some tips from you later.
I went, when I was a child, to many races. It was part of our family scene, I guess. My grandfather was
an award-winning woodchops competitor, and often the racing days and whatnot were on at the same
time—so Yarram races and whatnot, Traralgon races and Murray races. These days I am a bit quieter
in that field but I did go to the Mornington races only a couple of years ago.
Mr Brayne interjected.
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Mr EDBROOKE: The member for Nepean knows exactly what I am talking about—a great day
out whether you like horseracing or not. It is a good day out, and there are plenty of fun people around.
As the member for Yan Yean said, ‘It’s not all about me’, so I am going to wind up my speech by
saying that this is a very straightforward bill. I believe that the opposition and the Greens will not be
opposing this bill, and there is a good reason for that, because it does make common sense. I commend
the bill to the house.
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing)
(18:32): I thank the member for Frankston for ceding some time. I also want to thank in particular the
member for Ripon and the member for Gippsland South for their bipartisan support for this bill.
It is an important bill. It is a bill which supports the racing industry. I do note that the Greens do not
intend to oppose the bill but they remain critical of the industry and critical of the pass-through of the
2 per cent increase in the point-of-consumption tax to that industry, and I have got to say I find that
disappointing. I did receive an email from the federal leader of the Greens. I seem to be on his email list
for some reason—he keeps calling me ‘friend’—and he was introducing the candidate for Cooper, who
he described as an advocate for working people. The problem is it is not all working people. That is one
of the issues with the Greens party—they support working people unless you work in an industry they
do not approve of or have a job they do not approve of, and the racing industry is but one example of
that. And that is the case whether we are talking thoroughbred racing, jumps racing, greyhound racing,
harness racing—the constant stream of invective directed at that industry is absolutely unbecoming and
inappropriate when you consider the tens of thousands of people employed in that industry.
Unlike the member for Yan Yean, who would very much have liked to have gone to the Warrnambool
May races Thursday a fortnight ago, I was lucky enough, along with the member for South-West Coast
and the member for Gippsland East, to have been there. And it is a microcosm of everything that is
wonderful and community based and down to earth and earthy about the racing industry. If you look
at the jobs that were generated just by that one carnival, it is the biggest single economic activity driver
in the south-west for the year, worth $10 million to $15 million just over those three days.
It is not just the jockeys and the trainers and the bookmakers, which I know the member for Yan Yean
is familiar with, but it is the stablehands, it is the strappers, it is the barrier attendants, it is the curators
of the track, the ground staff—
Ms Green interjected.
Mr PAKULA: It is the bar staff, it is the food and catering staff, it is the drivers of the floats, it is—
as the member for Yan Yean indicates—those involved in the fashion industry where jobs are created
as a result, it is the tote clerks. There are tens of thousands of jobs that are generated by this industry.
But it is not just that. As we saw through COVID, a number of people decided that, by choice—grownup Victorians by choice decided—one of the things that they would like to do while they were at home
was have a flutter, have a bit of an interest in the racing. This is not wowser central. Grown-ups, people
who earn their money, work hard for their money and who want to have a flutter and want to be involved
in the industry, are absolutely entitled to do so without the sort of invective and the sort of sneering that
comes with it—and we see it not just through the Coalition for the Protection of Racehorses, we see it
through the carry-ons and the protests that you see either at May in Warrnambool or at spring here in
Melbourne. They are all over the place—and the constant stream of negativity. These are good, decent
people and good, decent jobs—working-class jobs—and it is a great industry that supports those jobs
and gives hundreds of thousands of people a great deal of enjoyment.
That is why this additional 2 per cent that is being raised through the point-of-consumption tax is
important—because it protects those jobs, it protects that industry, it means that our industry is at parity
with competitor industries in other states. Without this support and without these changes you would
see increasing prize money, increasing attractiveness, increasing competition draw competitors, the
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best horses, the best trainers, the best jockeys—and with that, the jobs—over the border, and that is
not something we are prepared to see happen. So I am very grateful to the Treasurer for the fact that,
unlike what would normally happen with a tax increase, he has agreed that this additional revenue that
is being raised through the point-of-consumption tax is being passed through in its entirety to the
industry so that the industry can continue to support those jobs and can continue to support the very
best events here in Victoria, because let us not forget the Spring Racing Carnival is not just about the
people that work directly in the industry, it is the tens of thousands of jobs—in tourism, in retail, in
fashion, in food and beverage—that are generated outside the industry. That is something worth
protecting and it is something that we need to be keenly aware of, that degree of competition that is
coming from elsewhere. And it is not an unhealthy competition, but we need to make sure that our
settings and the support that we provide the industry are on par with the support that is provided
elsewhere so that we can protect those jobs, protect that way of life and protect something that the vast
majority of Victorians enjoy and love dearly. With those words I commend the bill to the house.
Mr McGHIE (Melton) (18:38): I rise today to contribute to the Gambling Regulation Amendment
(Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021, and I am pleased to follow the Minister for Racing’s
contribution. The Andrews Labor government is committed to ensuring all wagering operators pay
their fair share of wagering and betting tax whilst maintaining the tax settings that support a
competitive Victorian racing industry and wagering industry. The government’s point-ofconsumption tax framework provides that level playing field, ensuring all wagering and betting
providers pay their fair share. The framework was also designed to ensure there was no adverse impact
on Victoria’s racing industry, which is a major part of Victoria’s sporting landscape and cultural
tradition, and to protect Victorian jobs.
Protecting Victorian jobs is a key priority for the Andrews Labor government. The racing industry has
been part of Victoria’s identity and history for a very long time. The jobs that are created because of
racing events are of course part of our racing facilities and help sustain events jobs. Melton is home to
harness racing at Tabcorp Park, and the jobs created include events and accommodation and of course
local business support jobs. Tabcorp Park is the only function centre within the Melton township.
The Treasurer has tabled a review of the existing tax framework in this house. That review concluded
that the government’s point-of-consumption tax was successful in achieving its objectives. It found
that the introduction of it had not affected the growth in wagering operators’ net wagering revenue on
Victorian racing industry events. The review also found that the $1 million tax-free threshold has
reduced the regulatory burden on small operators without significantly reducing tax revenue, getting
the balance right.
The proposed 10 per cent rate brings Victoria’s point-of-consumption tax rate into alignment with
New South Wales, and it remains lower than the 15 per cent in all the other states. All of the additional
revenue raised will flow to the Victorian racing industry, and this will increase the gross point-ofconsumption tax payment by around $47.6 million next year. The change will also increase the annual
donation to the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund, which supports veterans, and we all know that veterans
deserve and need all the support that they can get. I am pleased that the Morrison government has
finally agreed to a Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide. The Young Diggers group
in Melton, organised by Carole Doyle, does amazing work with the veterans in Melton, especially
with the Vietnam vets. They also work with other emergency services workers suffering with PTSD,
which is also an issue close to my heart.
I have worked extensively with the Melton and Bacchus Marsh sub-branches of the RSL, and I know
how much great work they do in our electorate for our local veterans. Based on the legislative changes
the government made previously, a portion of the point-of-consumption tax revenue from the month
of April is donated to the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund. This payment approximates the revenue raised
from wagering and betting activities that occur on Anzac Day, 25 April. This fund has gone on to
support veteran projects across Victoria, and some of these projects are varied and creative. I looked
into some of the funded grants that have been approved, and some of those are crisis accommodation,
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community buses, mental health programs, RSL support services, support for magazines, newsletters
and communications for remote access and financial literacy programs, along with many other
projects. This fund is doing great work to support our veteran community, and it is fitting that these
amendments are going to provide even more support for the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund. The increase
in the tax rate to 10 per cent is expected to increase the annual donation to the Anzac Day Proceeds
Fund by around $100 000 per year, and the balance of the revenue will continue to be paid into the
Hospitals and Charities Fund, which is used to support our hospitals, health and community services
in Victoria.
The Victorian government announced in January this year that the increase, passed through, will see
the net benefit to the Victorian racing industry increase by around $20 million per annum. This
increase will be provided to the three controlling bodies in racing in Victoria, being the Victorian
Racing Club—that is for thoroughbreds; Harness Racing Victoria; and of course Greyhound Racing
Victoria. The additional support for the industry through the passage of this bill ensures that the three
bodies can continue to invest in prize money returns for the thousands of Victorian participants that
work in these industries. It invests in important animal welfare and participant welfare measures, and
it also continues to invest in world-class racing and training facilities and infrastructure that attracts
visitors and investment into Victoria.
As I mentioned earlier, Tabcorp Park in Melton has hosted events and been a facility not just for racing;
Melton council has hosted the City of Melton Business Excellence Awards in the past there, and I
have been delighted to attend functions that continue to support the Melton community. I have also
attended functions there that have raised money for ovarian cancer research, school awards nights and
graduation ceremonies. There are always great functions on at this facility.
The revenue will also be critical in helping to close the gap with the New South Wales racing industry
in terms of the funding support it receives from government funding streams. I have noticed that New
South Wales have been very keen to try to steal the thunder of Victoria’s racing heritage, and I can only
say that is only because probably New South Wales racing does not match up to Victorian racing. The
competition over the last few years has seen our interstate rivalry increase across the board as they try
to entice the racing industry away from their home in Victoria. I just say to them: good luck. I do not
think they will have much chance of taking away our racing industry or reducing our racing industry.
These amendments continue to confirm this government’s commitment to the racing industry and the
jobs that it creates for Victorians. It is imperative that the Victorian government continues to support
an industry that supports many thousands of jobs to ensure that Victorian racing maintains its preeminence and ensure overseas and interstate racing investment is brought into Victoria. The racing
industry is one of the state’s most significant industries, delivering more than $4.3 billion in economic
value each year, and supporting over 34 000 full-time equivalent jobs. A strong and vibrant racing
industry is particularly key for regional Victoria, where more than 100 clubs are supported by more
than 80 000 individuals who are involved in the industry either as a participant, an employee or a
volunteer. This includes more than 20 000 FTE jobs across regional Victoria. In just the Ballarat region
alone it supports more than 1300 jobs, including through the economic impact of training expenditure
in the region of $48 million. In the Bendigo region it supports 1200 jobs, and again, the economic
impact is $34 million; the Geelong region, 1100 jobs, including economic impact in the region of
$20 million; and of course there is the outer Melbourne region, with 10 300 jobs and an economic
impact of $180 million. This is an incredible industry that delivers for our state.
The government recognises the critical importance that our regional racing clubs have for local
communities. Not only is the sector a key employer in regional Victoria, employing more than 20 000,
but also it is a key community hub for the regional towns and centres. This can be either through the
social occasion of an annual country cup or with clubs providing key infrastructure for their local
communities. Attending the country races is a great social outing and means a lot to the local towns
and communities. It also supports the local businesses.
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I have attended many a race meeting at some of the racetracks such as Avoca, Burrumbeet, Echuca,
Bendigo, Geelong, Camperdown, Dunkeld and Colac. I have been to most of the inner-city racetracks.
I am not a very good punter, but I continue to go back. It is an enjoyable day. In fact I was part of a
racehorse syndicate some years ago, with my brothers and some friends. If I have to give any advice
to people: do not go into a syndicate with your brothers. You will end up with no money in your
pocket, that is for sure. We were very unsuccessful but we had a fantastic time. It was great fun racing
our own horse, even though it did not run many places or win many races. This is a fantastic industry.
This is a great amendment bill, and I commend this bill to the house.
Mr BRAYNE (Nepean) (18:47): It is good to rise tonight to speak on this bill. This time of night
is like the graveyard shift, isn’t it? Anyway, talking of graveyards, it is good to follow the member for
Melton on this bill, the Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021. The
racing industry of course represents an essential part of both the Victorian economy and Victorian
cultural identity. The racing industry contributes about $4.3 billion to the Victorian economy each
year, directly employing more than 33 000 Victorians in full-time equivalent roles.
Further, the industry plays a vital role through regional Victoria where it forms an anchor for the
economy of regional centres and employs close to 10 000 in Victoria’s regional centres such as
Ballarat, Bendigo, Geelong and the Mornington Peninsula, which all benefit substantially from the
economic and cultural impacts of the racing industry, although I am hardly the expert when it comes
to horseracing or any kind of racing. I have only been to the Mornington races and bet once; I did it
with a former member for Dunkley, Bruce Billson, and I won and he lost. That was the one and only
time I have ever done it. I am probably not the expert on it, unlike many people in this house, including
the member for Melton, who I am sure loves a flutter every day.
Mr McGhie interjected.
Mr BRAYNE: I am not shouting a drink—there is no chance of that happening.
Now I will turn to the specifics of the legislation. There are two components to this legislation. There
is an increase in the wagering and betting tax from 8 per cent to 10 per cent, and an increase in the
share of tax revenue being returned to the industry from 1.5 per cent to 3.5 per cent. Firstly, this bill
will amend the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 to increase the rate of the wagering and betting tax
from 8 per cent to 10 per cent, building off the reforms introduced by the Andrews government in
January 2019 through the point-of-consumption framework for the taxation of wagering and betting
in Victoria. This framework was introduced to better ensure that a level playing field exists between
wagering operators as well as aligning the tax system with a betting environment which is becoming
increasingly digital.
The point-of-consumption tax also applied a $1 million tax-free threshold, ensuring that the regulatory
burden was not placed on small wagering and betting operators. The review into the framework, tabled
on 26 November of last year, concluded that the point-of-consumption tax was successful in achieving
its original goals; however, further reforms were necessary to ensure the competitive nature of the
Victorian racing industry when compared to other states. As a result, the rise in the point-ofconsumption tax from 8 per cent to 10 per cent will bring Victoria in line with New South Wales and
remain lower than the 15 per cent in other jurisdictions, ensuring that the industry of course remains
competitive. The $1 million tax-free threshold will remain in place, ensuring that the burden of this
tax increase does not fall on small wagering operators and trackside licensed bookmakers.
The second component of this legislation will see the amount of tax revenue raised from the point-ofconsumption tax increase from 1.5 per cent to 3.5 per cent of net wagering revenue. As a result, the
amount of revenue which is distributed to the Victorian racing industry will increase from
$47.6 million to $83.3 million, representing a net benefit of $20 million per year. This funding
represents a significant source of revenue for the industry and ensures its long-term viability,
particularly in regional Victoria. The additional funding distributed to the industry will go towards

BILLS
Thursday, 20 May 2021

Legislative Assembly

1661

investing in prize money to ensure the continued participation of thousands of Victorians who of
course work in the industry; greater funding for greyhound racing’s Greyhound Adoption Program,
which has since its inception seen an increase of 84 per cent in the rate of adoption of greyhounds in
Victoria; supporting the $25 million commitment to Racing Victoria’s animal welfare program—the
expansion of a post-racing career, expanded tracking of thoroughbreds post racing and a statewide
foster program to support thoroughbreds in need; continued support for the harness racing Harness
Education and Rehoming Opportunities program, which supports life-after-racing options for retired
standardbreds; and further investment in world-class racing and training facilities, as well as the
infrastructure that is such a vital part of what attracts participation and investment in the racing industry
in Victoria.
The increase in funding will also help to close the gap with the New South Wales racing industry in
terms of the amount of funding support. Under the current arrangement, the New South Wales racing
industry receives 2 per cent of net wagering revenue, representing a significant challenge to the longterm viability of the Victorian industry if this funding gap is not addressed. The increase of net
payments to the Victorian racing industry will ensure that Victoria remains the pre-eminent state for
racing and ensure that the overseas and interstate investment continues to be brought here.
Nowhere is this challenge more apparent than with the Spring Racing Carnival, the most important
event in the racing calendar year and a huge economic contributor to Victoria, both in terms of
visitation and in showcasing our state to the world. In recent years the New South Wales government
and New South Wales racing industry have attempted to challenge that through significant increases
in race funding and prize money in order to draw investment away from Victoria. The additional
funding this legislation provides will ensure that this event and indeed the industry as a whole
maintains its long-term viability.
The racing industry of course also has a strong presence on the Mornington Peninsula and in my
electorate of Nepean—nowhere more so than the Balnarring Picnic Racing Club, a wonderful venue
that is spectacular on a race meet in summer. These events attract thousands of locals and visitors to
Balnarring, my home town, who then stay overnight on the peninsula, shop locally on the peninsula
and enjoy the many tourist attractions the Mornington Peninsula offers. And I do not need to go
through them ad nauseam; we all know them through and through. There is not anyone here who does
not love coming down to the Mornington Peninsula on a weekend. Many people here—
A member: Got a few favourites.
Mr BRAYNE: Yes, those few favourites on the Mornington Peninsula. Some people here would
have spent last weekend on the Mornington Peninsula. The member for Cranbourne I think was down
recently, a couple of weeks ago.
Ms Richards interjected.
Mr BRAYNE: Of course. Additionally, one of my favourite places to hang out on the southern
peninsula is of course the St Andrews Beach Brewery, a former horse—
Members interjecting.
Mr BRAYNE: That is right.
Ms Ward: I could walk there from my sister-in-law’s.
Mr BRAYNE: Well, I love hearing that. It is the former horseracing stables owned by the
Freedmans, and you can even have a meal in Makybe Diva’s stable at St Andrews Beach Brewery.
And if you spend enough time in St Andrews Beach Brewery, you might come across locals like Andy
Lee, and there are a couple of authors down there in St Andrews Beach, so—
A member interjected.
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Mr BRAYNE: Not Andrew Bolt. Just to clarify: not Andrew Bolt. He is in Somers, by the sounds
of it. There are of course many facilities like this in my electorate—though still in operation and not
serving beer. And it is these facilities, horse owners, riders, strappers, veterinarians, farriers and
businesses that will benefit from this bill.
Last year I was so pleased to visit too the Boneo Adult Riding Club, a social club for adult riders in
my community. Some of these horses can be ex-racehorses that need support, and I know a lot of work
goes into this area by dedicated horse lovers on the Mornington Peninsula. Some of this work includes
training ex-racehorses to become eventing horses, giving these beautiful creatures a second purpose
and meaning in their lives. Additionally, I was pleased to support a number of related clubs in my
electorate recently with supporting grants from the Victorian government, including $1500 for
Westernport Dressage Club, Balnarring Picnic Racing Club and Balnarring Pony Club, the latter
receiving nearly $10 000 to replace horse yards with new structures and another $8000 to install new
horse wash bays.
At its core this legislation is about ensuring the continued viability of the racing industry in Victoria.
The rise in point-of-consumption tax to 10 per cent will facilitate the increase in payments to the racing
industry, addressing the funding gap which has emerged between the Victorian and New South Wales
industries. The rise in funding will also continue to support vital animal welfare programs, particularly
for racing animals once their careers have ended, which is of course important. The racing industry is
such a vital part of the Victorian economy and cultural identity. It employs tens of thousands of
Victorians and plays an essential role in the economy of regional areas. This is particularly important
to the Mornington Peninsula. After many people have contributed to this debate, and it has been an
interesting debate, I commend this bill to the floor myself.
Ms RICHARDS (Cranbourne) (18:57): I am delighted to rise to add my contribution in support of
the Gambling Regulation Amendment (Wagering and Betting Tax) Bill 2021 and to follow on from
the member for Nepean, who we know does love the community he represents in a way that comes
through with great passion. The very short contribution I will make will highlight the importance of
these industries to people in the community that I represent and acknowledge that it is often the outer
suburban areas and the rural and regional areas that do get the great benefit from racing in this state
and the importance of being competitive with other states in bringing up the ability for the racing
industry to compete with other states.
In the short time I have I would like to acknowledge that the Cranbourne Turf Club is the largest
employer in the Cranbourne electorate; 1200 people are employed there. There are 140 licensed
trainers and over 1400 horses, making it the largest thoroughbred training facility in the Southern
Hemisphere. I got on the phone to ask somebody a little bit about the roles that are undertaken at the
Cranbourne racing track, so I will thank Sophie for running through the important work that is involved
in equestrian industries. I would like to thank the track work riders, the stablehands, the people who
prepare the daily feed and manage the stock, the groomers, the exercise riders and the event staff. I
would like to acknowledge the veterinarian staff, the farriers, the horse physios, the horse dentists, the
horse massage therapists and, importantly, the people who keep the track in good condition. I would
like to thank down in Cranbourne the hospo workers who keep us well fed and the security people
who keep us tidy.
It is not just a place where people go for racing. I have been to many community events at
Cranbourne—valedictorian dinners, sports clubs and only a couple of weeks ago I joined my friend
the member for Bass and an important Afghan community leader, Rabia Safa, to get my COVID
vaccination because I am over 50. So the role that the Cranbourne racing track holds in our community
is central. It is a place where people go to enjoy time with their friends and to have the occasional bet
but also, importantly, as the heart and soul of our community, a place of employment. I commend this
bill. I thank both the Treasurer and the Minister for Racing for their leadership in bringing this bill to
us here today. I commend the bill to the house.
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The SPEAKER: Order! The time set down for consideration of items on the government business
program has arrived, and I am required to interrupt business.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
The SPEAKER: The bill will now be sent to the Legislative Council and their agreement
requested.
Business interrupted under resolution of house of 5 May.
Adjournment
The SPEAKER: The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

BUDGET 2021–22
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (19:00): (5861) I wish to raise a matter on the adjournment for
the Minister for Roads and Road Safety, and the action that I seek is for the minister to allocate funding
from today’s state budget to install traffic lights at the dangerous intersection of McMahons Road,
Clyde Street and the Burwood Highway in Ferntree Gully. I have raised this issue with the minister
and his predecessor on numerous occasions for the improvement of safety at this intersection with the
installation of traffic lights for many years. This issue is significant to residents in Ferntree Gully.
Many residents have contacted me indicating how dangerous this intersection is. Residents are also
frustrated that the government constantly ignores their pleas to fix this intersection. For years the
government has failed to commit funding to improve this intersection. My last response from the
minister was that his department was looking at further safety improvements at this intersection—a
common response from this government which I have heard many times before. Only yesterday I
witnessed schoolchildren attempting to cross this busy intersection, crossing the Burwood Highway,
without the aid of traffic lights. This is of deep concern to Knox residents.
I was pleased to see that the government has listened to the concerns of residents and my pleas in this
chamber with the allocation of $9 million for the upgrade of Templeton Primary School. For years I
have called on this government to invest in local schools such as Templeton Primary, which has a
significant number of outdated portables. The maintenance and upkeep of these portables have been a
constant drain on the school’s finances, so it is pleasing to see that this school will have improvements
in terms of its facilities. However, funding was absent for other important schools in my community,
such as Knox Gardens Primary School, Wantirna South Primary School and Scoresby Secondary
College. Each of these schools urgently needs funding. I have been calling on the government to provide
much-needed funding for these schools for many years, but unfortunately they have been overlooked.
It is unfortunately the same when it comes to this important intersection. The government needs to
start listening to the concerns of Ferntree Gully residents. They need to ensure that traffic lights are
installed at this intersection. I call on the minister to take action to ensure that funding is allocated in
this year’s budget for the installation of traffic lights at this intersection to provide the necessary
support that Ferntree Gully residents desperately need.
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COMMUNITY SPORTS INFRASTRUCTURE FUND
Mr TAK (Clarinda) (19:03): (5862) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Community
Sport. The action I seek is for the minister to provide an update on the time line for the installation of
100-lux LED lighting at Meade Reserve. I was delighted to learn that the Andrews Labor government
will be contributing $1.6 million to the Lighting Up Monash project through the community sports
infrastructure stimulus program. This is a wonderful project—a multi-reserve sportsground lighting
stimulus package across the eastern and south-eastern metropolitan areas. Six sites will benefit, one of
those being Meade Reserve, which is home to the Clayton Football and Netball Club. The Clays
compete in division 3 of the Southern Football Netball League. The club fields three football sides and
two netball teams. The men’s seniors had a great win on the weekend, knocking off the undefeated
Black Rock. Black Rock were storming home, but the Clays managed to hang on for a three-point
victory. Congratulations to the coach, Jason Smith, and a special mention to Nicholas Parisi, who I
understand is only 16 years old, Luke Coad, Brody Smith, Ash Plozza and George Yelayotis, who
were all named in the best. Once again, it is a fantastic program. I thank the minister and look forward
to her response.
BUDGET 2021–22
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton) (19:04): (5863) My adjournment is for the Treasurer, and the action I
seek is for the Labor government to scrap the envy-based tax attack at the core of its punitive state
budget. This budget is a tax attack, a budget that hates entrepreneurs and job creators, a budget of
envy. It is a budget whose economic plan is to borrow, tax and overspend. On borrowing, our debt
will peak at $156.3 billion. On tax, the budget includes an additional $10 billion in new tax revenue—
new tax that includes a callous new payroll tax on business, the biggest ever new state tax. As Jennifer
Westacott, the chief executive of the Business Council of Australia, said on the new payroll tax:
This sets a very dangerous precedent of fiscal repair which ultimately harms growth.

The hospitality sector will be hit acutely. Chris Lucas, owner of the Chin Chin restaurant group, has
said the new payroll tax is, quote, ‘a real kick in the guts’. And on spending, Labor has already
overspent $22.3 billion in cost blowouts, a cost blowout bill that Labor is forcing the private sector to
pay. As Paul Guerra, the chief executive of the Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said:
We’re really concerned that businesses continue to foot the bill for … ongoing cost blowouts on government
projects.

This is a dangerous, tall-poppy budget. The government’s property tax approach is class based. It is
highway robbery. Over recent years Labor sat on its hands and reaped the rewards of a structurally
unfair land tax system. Desperate for cash, Labor’s budget introduces viciously increased property
taxes. Under the changes the land tax rate will increase by 0.25 per cent for taxable landholdings
exceeding $1.8 million and 0.3 per cent for taxable landholdings exceeding $3 million. Stamp duty
will also increase. For transactions on properties over $2 million, the payable rate will increase to
$110 000, 6.5 per cent of the dutiable value in excess of $2 million. Despite Labor’s hollow rhetoric,
this tax slug is ever broadening. There are now 26 suburbs where the median housing price is
$2 million. As Saul Eslake, the former chief economist of ANZ bank, said, the Treasurer is, quote:
… taking a tax that is universally recognised as being the worst tax in the armoury of taxes levied by
Australian governments and making it worse.

This budget is a tax attack. It is a class-based, punitive attack. More than anything else this budget is
economically dangerous, and I call on the Treasurer to scrap Labor’s envy-based taxes.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT GENDER EQUALITY
Ms ADDISON (Wendouree) (19:07): (5864) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Local
Government, and the action that I seek is for the minister to provide me with an update on how the
Andrews Labor government is working towards increasing the number of women in local government
across Victoria. I would like to thank the minister for today’s important budget announcement of the
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creation of a new women’s community leadership program and the investment of $1.8 million to fund
120 places in the program to support women aspiring to leadership positions in local government. I
was honoured to be appointed co-chair of the Gender Equality Advisory Committee with the member
for Northcote, who is in the house today. GEAC brings together women from across the local
government sector, and it is inspiring to see the breadth of knowledge and experiences of the members
appointed. I look forward to working with the member for Northcote towards the goal of 50 per cent
women councillors and mayors in Victoria by 2025. I look forward to GEAC being an integral part in
the development of the new community leadership program and seeing firsthand how the program
will provide pathways and opportunities for women to become leaders, particularly in underrepresented local government areas, often in the most rural and regional areas of our state.
Another goal of GEAC is the implementation of Australia’s first ever gender equality act across local
government. I am very proud that the Andrews Labor government has taken this practical step towards
achieving gender-equal workplaces in the public sector. The new act requires 300 public sector
employers, including local councils and universities, to report on and improve gender equality in the
workplace. In the October 2020 local government elections Victoria set a national record for the
number of female councillors, with 272 women elected to councils, accounting for more than 43 per
cent of all councillors. I am delighted that the program’s applicants who identify as potential
candidates for the November 2024 local government elections will have priority for training places in
2023–24. I am sure this program and the support and confidence it will provide women will make a
significant impact on gender equality in the local government sector. I look forward to hearing more
about the excellent work of the Andrews Labor government and what we are doing to further gender
equality and make our local governments fairer and more representative of our community.
BEAUMARIS NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Mr ROWSWELL (Sandringham) (19:10): (5865) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Education, and the action that I seek is the immediate provision of funds required for the construction
of a school hall at Beaumaris North Primary School in the 2021–22 financial year. The Beauy North
community were promised funds for the construction of the indoor gathering and gymnasium space
once enrolments hit 500. In March 2019 I wrote to the education minister alerting him to the fact that
enrolments had well and truly exceeded this threshold and asking him for clarification as to when the
promised funding would be delivered. No undertaking was given. I again wrote in January 2020 and
still no undertaking was given. The education minister has previously assured me that the
infrastructure needs of Beauy North will receive, quote, ‘fair and equitable consideration through the
state government budget process’. Well, there is nothing fair and equitable about parents, teachers and
hundreds of students sitting cramped on the ground in the blistering heat or freezing cold just so they
can gather as a community.
The government had its chance. They handed down the budget just today, and yet they still have not
done the right thing by the Beauy North community. For two years running a request has been made
in good faith and for two years running the government has given Beauy North the short end of its socalled fair and equitable budget consideration. Platitudes do not shelter our kids and school
communities from the elements, but school halls do. Maybe, just maybe, that is something which this
government can reflect on amid the backslapping and self-congratulations of today.
POWER SAVING BONUS PROGRAM
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) (19:12): (5866) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change, and the action I seek is for the minister to provide me with
an update on the delivery of the Andrews Labor government’s $250 power saving bonus across my
electorate of Pascoe Vale. My community has welcomed this program greatly. Countless phone calls
have come into my office from the minute this package was announced. It has certainly been very
encouraging to see so many locals being able to access this support, which is available to eligible
concession card holders, including those receiving JobSeeker, youth allowance or pension payments.
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The assistance helps locals pay the bill, which can be a big struggle for those balancing the costs of
rent, rates, repayments, food, schooling and further study on low incomes. With colder weather
approaching, people will understandably need to use more electricity to stay warm and to stay well.
Constituents are regularly visiting or contacting my office seeking advice on how they can access these
funds. I am interested to know the number of power saving bonuses paid to constituents in my
electorate so as to understand the wider impact that this can have on my community as a whole.
PUBLIC TRANSPORT CLEANING
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (19:13): (5867) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Public
Transport, and the action I seek is for the minister to extend and continue the deep cleaning regime of
public transport for the foreseeable future. I was concerned to see in today’s budget that additional
funding for COVID-19 impacts on the public transport network, which included the additional
cleaning, is due to end in June this year.
I would urge the government to continue the cleaning for at least this year and then look to increase
the standard of cleaning overall for our public transport network in the long term for a number of
reasons. Firstly, with the vaccination rollout taking considerable time and the pandemic still raging
globally around the world, the deep cleaning regime will help keep commuters safe and instil
confidence in commuters getting back on public transport. In addition to keeping people safe, we
generally just need to get people back onto public transport, otherwise we risk a congestion and
pollution crisis on our roads. Already road usage is back to near, if not greater than, pre-pandemic
levels in some areas, whilst public transport patronage is still lagging.
Continuing on, the cleaning regime with cleaner trains, trams and buses, along with stations and stops,
is a key part of making public transport more people friendly and encouraging more people back onto
public transport. In Prahran the cleanliness of the tram I occasionally catch to the electorate office is
really noticeable, and a return to trams that are on occasion dirty or grimy would have a negative
impact on the effort to bring people back onto public transport. Thirdly and finally, it is about jobs and
keeping those cleaners employed in the long term. We have all said thanks to our essential workers
for their work during the pandemic, in particular our cleaners who worked throughout the pandemic,
putting themselves in harm’s way to keep us safe, but we need to demonstrate our thanks to them.
And I think one of the best ways we can demonstrate our thanks to our cleaners is to actually provide
secure, long-term, well-paid jobs. So I would urge the government to continue the deep-cleaning
regime for public transport for at least this year and well into the foreseeable future.
This was all part of the plan that the Greens put out recently around people-friendly public transport
to encourage people back onto public transport. That also included more customer service staff to help
people on their journey, to sell them a ticket, and to bring back the famous ‘Met’ as the name for our
public transport network but again also to continue on that deep-cleaning regime.
TEMPLETON PRIMARY SCHOOL
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater) (19:15): (5868) I rise to raise a matter with the Acting Premier and
Minister for Education. The action that I seek is that the minister provide my community with
information on what the massive $9.19 million investment into Templeton Primary School will mean
not just for local students but the entire community. Today is budget day. As I said, it is like Christmas,
and it is so important. It delivers on our government’s priorities and delivers on local priorities that are
important to our community. Today there is $9.19 million in the budget for Templeton Primary
School, and I am extremely excited.
Just a bit of a history lesson for those present in the chamber. I have been a proud supporter of
Templeton Primary School since way back in my wee days in 2016, getting onto local council with
the previous principal, and of course I have been a very proud supporter in my time in state Parliament
since 2018. I have been there several times, and about a year ago—over a year ago—I sat down with
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the now principal Rod McKinlay—an absolutely ripper bloke. He is a Tigers supporter as well, which
is extremely important. Sorry, I know I cannot please everyone here, but Rod is an absolute ripper. He
has got an amazing vision for Templeton Primary School.
Or course we know Templeton Primary School is a fantastic school—a great community, local
school—and it is bursting at the seams. There are over 700 kids there. They are at capacity. I sat down
with Rod and he spoke to me about the clear need that exists there, and I am so proud that this budget
delivers for that great local school—so very proud. And of course we know that this is going to make
a huge difference to kids, not just locally today but for many, many, many years to come.
As I have said before and I will say again in this place, I am so proud to represent my local community
in this place and as part of the Andrews Labor government. I am especially proud that in this year’s
budget there is a $1.6 billion investment in education. Not only will this investment ensure great local
schools, it will also create 3500 new jobs in construction and across associated industries, including
2900 jobs in metro Melbourne and 600 in regional Victoria as well.
I thank the minister for his consideration of my request and for his work in ensuring that each and
every student around Victoria gets the support they need for the world-class education they deserve,
and that starts today at Templeton Primary School.
WIMMERA HEALTHCARE SERVICES
Ms KEALY (Lowan) (19:18): (5869) My adjournment matter is to the Minister for Health, and
the action I seek is for the minister to stand with the people of the Wimmera and refuse to sign off on
the proposed amalgamation of Ballarat Health Services with Wimmera Health Care Group, Edenhope
and District Memorial Hospital and Stawell Regional Health.
Over the past weeks the community has expressed a clear message that, while they support our local
hospitals working together and partnering in a collaborative way to support better health services to
the community, they do not support a mega merger of health services. This has been heard through
letters raising considerable concern around the proposed hospital amalgamations; numerous media
interviews by a vast range of key local stakeholders; direct lobbying to the minister via leading
stakeholders in the community, including Horsham Rural City Council and other local councils and
councillors; peer health services in the regions; government-funded organisations and groups;
numerous health professionals based locally and in Ballarat; and numerous employers, including
government bodies and health service employees. Over 3000 people have signed a petition against the
amalgamation. The message is clear: the community do not want their hospitals to amalgamate.
It is difficult to understand why amalgamation is pitched as the only solution, because it simply is not.
Look to the Wimmera Cancer Centre—a fabulous example of hospitals working together to deliver
enhanced health outcomes for the community with no amalgamation required. At no stage has it been
articulated why hospital amalgamation is necessary or a requirement to enable our hospitals to work
together or partner to achieve better health outcomes for the community.
There are existing group purchasing arrangements in place, achieved without amalgamation. There
are widespread shared service agreements and contracts in place for provision of visiting or shared
surgeons, specialists and other allied health professionals—again, achieved without amalgamation.
There are existing partnerships and alliance agreements in place. Funding is provided by the
government for health services to work together; however, there are numerous documents that show
the government is fiercely pushing hospital amalgamations across the state in a coordinated way, with
the low blow of money saved through job losses and even articulated as a key performance indicator.
Hospitals have flagged they have been threatened that funding will be restricted or cut if they refuse
to follow the department’s drive to merge hospitals. This is simply railroading our hospitals to a point
of no choice but to amalgamate. I urge the minister to consider that he has a choice as to whether he
will be remembered as the minister that closed at least three hospitals in the Wimmera and refused to
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act, against the will of local people, about the future of their local health service—or will he push on
with the government-led strategy for widespread amalgamations across the state, as outlined in
numerous government publications? Minister, I ask you to act in the public interest and support the
local community by refusing to sign off on the proposed amalgamation of Grampians health services.
NEPEAN ELECTORATE SPORTS GRANTS
Mr BRAYNE (Nepean) (19:20): (5870) The action I seek is for the Minister for Community Sport
to provide an update on the Andrews government’s community sports infrastructure grant program
and community sports short-term survival grants and just how many clubs have benefited in Nepean.
I recall writing to more than 60 clubs last year during the pandemic telling them funding was on its
way to help pay bills after sponsorships and memberships came to a halt due to the cancellation of
many sports seasons. Supporting community sport on the peninsula is vital to ensuring their viability
as we move through COVID-19 after many sports had their seasons completely disrupted or cancelled.
I also recently visited Civic Reserve in Mornington, where the Victorian government has funded
$4 million towards an integrated athletics and soccer pavilion, with the mayor of the Mornington
Peninsula Shire Council, Despi O’Connor. I was also able to meet with numerous tennis clubs in
Nepean who have secured extra funding from the state government—approximately $1 million from
the state government—and $700 000 from the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, which will
benefit many of the tennis clubs, including Rosebud Tennis Club, Dromana Tennis Club, Balnarring
Tennis Club, Flinders Tennis Club and Crib Point Tennis Club. These investments are some of the
most significant in our local sporting community in recent years, and I look forward to sharing the
minister’s update with Nepean sports clubs.
RESPONSES
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating) (19:22): We had the member for
Ferntree Gully raise a matter for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety. The member for Clayton
raised a matter for the Minister for Community Sport, as of course did the member for Nepean. We
had the member for Brighton raise a matter for the Treasurer. The member for Wendouree raised a
matter for the Minister for Local Government. The member for Sandringham raised a matter for the
Minister for Education. The member for Pascoe Vale raised a matter for the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change. The member for Prahran raised a matter for the Minister for Public
Transport. The member for Bayswater also raised a matter for the Minister for Education, and the
member for Lowan raised a matter for the Minister for Health, and I will refer those matters
accordingly.
The SPEAKER: The house now stands adjourned.
House adjourned 7.23 pm until Tuesday, 25 May.

