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Tuesday, 10 November 2020
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair at 12.02 pm and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER (12:02): We acknowledge the traditional Aboriginal owners of the land on which
we are meeting. We pay our respects to them, their culture, their elders past, present and future, and
elders from other communities who may be here today.
Business of the house
STANDING AND SESSIONAL ORDERS
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop) (12:02): I move, by leave:
That so much of standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow the following arrangements to come
into effect immediately and to remain in place until 13 November 2020:
A revised order of business
(1) The order of business is:
Wednesday
Formal business
Statements by members
Statements on parliamentary committee reports
Government business
Suspension—10.50 am to 11.20 am
Government business continued
Question time—1.00 pm
Government business continued
Lunch break and cleaning in the chamber—2.00 pm to 3.00 pm
Matter of public importance or grievance debate—3.00 pm
Government business continued
Thursday
Formal business
Statements by members
Government business
Lunch break and cleaning in the chamber—1.00 pm to 2.00 pm
Question time—2.00 pm
Government business continued
General business.
(2) The Speaker may order additional breaks to facilitate cleaning in the chamber.
Times of meeting
(3) Unless otherwise ordered, the house will meet on Wednesday at 10.00 am and Thursday at 9.30 am.
(4) The Speaker will interrupt business under sessional order 2 for the adjournment at 7.00 pm on Tuesday,
7.30 pm on Wednesday and 5.00 pm on Thursday.
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Remote participation
(5) Members may participate in debate remotely using an audio link or audiovisual link as follows:
(a) the Chair must be satisfied that the quality of the audio link or audiovisual link allows the Chair to
verify the identity of that member and for the member to participate;
(b) a member participating remotely is not counted for the purposes of a quorum and may not vote;
(c) members may only participate remotely to speak on:
(i)

motions;

(ii) bills, including consideration in detail;
(iii) members statements;
(iv) statements on parliamentary committee reports;
(v) question time—to ask questions only;
(vi) grievance debates;
(vii) debates on a matter of public importance;
(viii) a personal explanation
(ix) adjournment debates—to raise a matter only—
if they are included in the order of business;
(d) members participating remotely may only speak when given the call, must comply with all the
usual rules of debate and may not:
(i)

refuse leave;

(ii) respond to questions without notice, make ministers’ statements or respond to matters raised
in the adjournment debate;
(iii) call the Chair’s attention to the state of the house;
(iv) take, or speak on, a point of order unless it is taken by another member during their speech or
relates to the answer to a question they have asked;
(v) move a motion (except an amendment to a motion or bill when they have the call);
(vi) interject;
(vii) chair the debate;
(e) members participating remotely may circulate amendments to bills under standing order 64;
(f)

in order to assist members participating remotely, the Chair will use a formal call list to allocate the
call for each debate where practical and members wishing to participate remotely may seek the
call by:
(i)

informing their whip, or the whip’s representative, who will inform the Chair in advance—
for a government or opposition member;

(ii) informing the Clerk, who will inform the Chair in advance—for any other member;
(g) when a member participates remotely, the Chair may exercise all their usual powers to control the
debate;
(h) the Chair is given any additional powers necessary to facilitate the smooth running of the house
and/or to address any technical issues, including but not limited to:
(i)

stopping the clock;

(ii) returning to a member’s contribution;
(iii) re-ordering business; and
(i)

the Speaker may issue guidelines about remote participation.

Other business to be published in Hansard
(6) Members who are not in attendance on the parliamentary precinct for a sitting day may submit:
(a) members statements;
(b) statements on parliamentary committee reports;
(c) constituency questions; and
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(d) adjournment matters—
for that day by emailing them to the Clerk by the adjournment of the house.
(7) The Clerk will accept matters up to the number usually given in the house minus any matters verbally
given in the house each day, and as allocated between the parties and independents in accordance with
the call lists approved by the Speaker.
(8) The house authorises and requires these matters to be published in Hansard at the point in the
proceedings/order of business that the item would have occurred and after any contributions (if any) that
have been given in the house:
(a) subject to the Hansard editorial policy; and
(b) if any matter contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the rules of debate, the
Speaker may direct that the matter be removed or amended before it is published.
Members to incorporate their speeches for bills and motions
(9) If a member is not in attendance on the parliamentary precinct for a sitting day and they wish to
incorporate their speech—
(a) for any bill on the government business program, they must email their speech to the Clerk by the
time set down for consideration of that bill under the government business program; or
(b) for any substantive motion considered by the house that day, they must email their speech to the
Clerk by the adjournment of the house.
(10) Incorporated speeches will be published in Hansard—
(a) for bills, after the relevant second-reading speeches made in the house (if any) and before the
minister’s reply (if any);
(b) for substantive motions, after the relevant speeches made in the house (if any) and before the
mover’s reply (if any).
(11) If any matter contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the rules of debate, the Speaker
may direct that the matter be removed or amended before it is published.
Reduced number of members in the chamber to assist with physical distancing
(12) Subject to paragraphs (16) and (17), the chamber will be composed of the Chair and no more than
24 other members, being 13 from the government, seven from the opposition, one Greens member and
three independent members.
(13) Except as provided for in paragraphs (16) and (17), if more members than those listed in paragraph (12)
vote in a division, the Clerk will not count their vote.
Quorum
(14) The house gives the Chair further discretion in ringing the bells to form a quorum under standing
order 29, provided the Chair is confident that a quorum is present within the parliamentary precinct.
(15) If, under paragraph (14) and standing order 29(1), the bells are rung to form a quorum, the provisions
under paragraph (12) are suspended until a quorum is formed.
(16) If, under standing order 29(2), there is found not to be a quorum during a division:
(a) the provisions under paragraph (12) are suspended;
(b) the bells must be rung for a further 4 minutes;
(c) the chamber will be composed of the Chair and no more than 40 other members, being 23 from the
government, 13 from the opposition, one Greens member and three Independent members for the
remainder of the sitting day; and
(d) if more members than those listed in paragraph (c) vote in the division, the Clerk will not count
their vote.
Divisions
(17) For questions relating to the passage of bills on the government business program, the provisions under
paragraph (12) are suspended and divisions will take place as follows:
(a) members will vote in up to four voting groups;
(b) for each voting group:
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no more than 24 members, in addition to the Chair, the Leader of the House and Manager of
Opposition Business (or their representatives), will be permitted into the chamber;

(ii) the Chair will direct that the doors be locked and state the question being voted on;
(iii) the Chair will ask members who are voting ‘aye’ to stand in their place and, in turn, will ask
members who are voting ‘no’ to stand in their place;
(iv) the Clerk will count the votes and the Chair will announce the number of votes cast for the
‘ayes’ and ‘noes’ in that group;
(v) subject to sub-paragraph (d), all members except the Chair must then leave the chamber;
(vi) the Chair will then ask the Clerk to ring the bells for 1 minute to call members to the chamber
for the next voting group, or to resume the make-up of the chamber as set out in
paragraph (12), as required;
(c) subject to sub-paragraph (d), members will only be permitted to enter the chamber once for each
division and any member present in the chamber must vote;
(d) the Leader of the House and Manager of Opposition Business, or their representatives, may remain
in the chamber for the entirety of the division, but can only stand to vote in one group; and
(e) at the conclusion of the four voting groups, the Chair will announce the result of the division.
Register of opinion on division questions
(18) If a division has taken place, a member not in attendance for the division can register their opinion on
the question:
(a) any members wishing to do so must notify the Clerk in writing of their opinion (either ‘aye’ or ‘no’)
on the same day the division took place by no later than 1 hour after the house adjourns; and
(b) any such opinion will be published, separately from the results of the vote, in Hansard and the
Votes and Proceedings.

Motion agreed to.
Members
MINISTER FOR PREVENTION OF FAMILY VIOLENCE
MINISTER FOR PORTS AND FREIGHT
MINISTER FOR MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS
MINISTER FOR WATER
Absence
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:03): I rise to inform the house that today I will answer
questions for the portfolios of Aboriginal affairs, prevention of family violence and women; consumer
affairs, gaming and liquor regulation, ports and freight, fishing and boating; multicultural affairs,
community sport and youth; water, police and emergency services.
MINISTRY
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:03): I also wish to inform the house that the portfolios
for the coordination of COVID-19 have been discontinued.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
PRIVATE SECURITY
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:03): My question is to the Minister for
Industry Support and Recovery. Did the minister delegate to secretary Simon Phemister the authority
to sign the $30 million contract with Unified Security?
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing)
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(12:04): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his question. The answer is no. That was already part
of the secretary’s existing delegations.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:04): The government purchasing
board noted failures to obtain mandatory procurement accreditation by the minister’s department,
despite warning all departments on 25 March to do so. Unified Security was not on the Victorian
government’s list of approved suppliers, a fact that ‘presents significant risk to individuals involved
and the department’, according to his department’s procurement specialist Trevor Esch. Even Trades
Hall expressed concerns about Unified Security. Given this, does the minister endorse the signing of
this $30 million contract with Unified Security, despite all the warnings to the contrary?
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing)
(12:05): I note that Mr Phemister and other officials from my department have dealt with those
questions in regard to the procurement policies of the department and the government more generally
and the specifics around that particular procurement in the board of inquiry hearings. Mr Phemister,
like me and other members of the government, will wait for the findings of that inquiry in that regard.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, question time is about the executive being
accountable to the Parliament. My question was whether the minister endorses the actions of his
department. He does not need to wait for any decision or report of the board of inquiry. It is about the
minister’s decision to endorse or not the actions of his own department. I ask you to bring him back to
answer that question.
The SPEAKER: Order! Notwithstanding that, the minister has been relevant to the question and
has concluded his answer.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:06): I am very pleased to rise to update the house and
all Victorians that there are just four active cases of coronavirus in our state as of today. That is zero
new cases for the 11th day in a row, and that is a testament to the courage and the character and the
absolute perseverance of the Victorian community to see this second wave off and to defeat this virus.
I will quickly add, though, that despite how impressive these results are, even 11 days of zero new
cases in a row is not the same as a vaccine. We all have to remain vigilant, and we have to make sure
that in the choices and the decisions that we make, the part that we play, as best as we possibly can,
that we are safeguarding this precious and unique thing that we have built—precious in that it is so
important for lives and livelihoods. It is, however, fragile and vulnerable because there is no vaccine.
In terms of its uniqueness, it is unique throughout the world, and it is a testament to the strength of
character and the conviction of the Victorian community. Because so much has been given by so many
for so long, on Sunday we were able to remove the 25-kilometre rule and the ring of steel that separated
regional Victoria from metropolitan Melbourne, and we were able to see hospitality venues take a big
step forward to being back closer to normal—not normal, but closer to a COVID normal. We were
also able to foreshadow that there will be further announcements made, subject to the epidemiology
of the intervening period, on 22 November.
On 22 November, just as we delivered last Sunday, we hope to be able to take further steps and to
outline what the rest of this year—that is, the time between 22 November and a COVID-normal
Christmas we have all worked to make possible—will look like. This is a testament to the character of
every Victorian but it is fragile and it is precious, and we all have to play our part to safeguard it.
CHILD PROTECTION
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (12:08): My question is to the Minister for Child Protection.
On 27 October, in response to my question as to whether any staff had been taken from child protection
and seconded to other roles in the state’s pandemic response, the minister stated, and I quote:
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Let us be very clear: in terms of the total number of people employed in child protection, it has never actually
been higher.

Does the minister stand by this statement?
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers) (12:08): I thank the shadow minister for his question. Yes, in terms of the level of
staffing of child protection, it has never been higher. As the shadow minister would be aware, we have
funded, over the last five years, an extra 650 child protection officers; $2.5 billion has underwritten
that enormous growth in child protection officers. I think 650 extra is an enormous number, and
depending on the particular point of time when you choose the assessment of the figure, and obviously
the annual report is a particular day—I think the last one, just from memory, was—
Members interjecting.
Mr DONNELLAN: You are asking about figures, and I am giving you figures. I think the figure
was 243—which was about 650 more than what you delivered.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (12:09): Minister, the Department of Health and Human
Services’ recently tabled annual report for the 2019–20 year shows a reduction of 71 staff in child
protection when compared to the previous year. Minister, how is it not misleading the house to claim
that the total number of people employed in child protection has never been higher?
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers) (12:10): I thank the member for the further question. As I indicated at the time, that
was a particular point in time that figure was taken from. There would be some people who would have
stopped working during that year and then were replaced. But let me be very clear: I have expectations
of being able to say a lot further in relation to child protection numbers after the upcoming budget.
Mr Wakeling: On a point of order, Speaker, on relevance—and this is a very important issue—the
annual report states that as of June 2020 the total number of staff had reduced by 71. Can the minister
please confirm to the house that those 71 staff have been replaced and increased by more than 71 from
that date in June?
The SPEAKER: Order! That is not a point of order. Members should not repeat the question in a
point of order. The minister has concluded his answer.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: REGIONAL TOURISM
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing)
(12:11): On Sunday the Premier announced that the boundary between Melbourne and regional
Victoria would come down the following day, allowing for travel across the state to once again take
place. Following that announcement it gave me great pleasure to launch the Stay Close, Go Further
campaign to encourage Victorians to take a well-earned break and experience the beauty and the
diversity of our great state. By holidaying locally Victorians can support our state’s recovery and help
support local jobs and businesses to bounce back after a very, very tough 2020.
The Stay Close, Go Further campaign will promote all regions of Victoria across multiple platforms:
television, print, radio, digital and social media. The TV commercials showcase our makers and our
creators in some of the regions hardest hit by the summer bushfires and the coronavirus pandemic,
including Gippsland and the High Country. Filming in other locations, including the Great Ocean
Road, the Murray and the Grampians, will occur in the coming weeks.
Stay Close, Go Further complements the extremely successful Click for Vic campaign, which received
an $8.5 million funding boost in September and connected Victorians with local producers and
businesses from right across the state. Since the launch of Click for Vic back in August there have
been 465 000 visits to the Visit Victoria website and just over half a million clicks through to operator
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websites. More than 70 per cent of people surveyed by Visit Vic said the Click for Vic campaign made
them look forward to visiting regional Victoria and Melbourne once it is safe to do so.
Last year the domestic overnight intrastate market was worth $9 billion—larger than both the interstate
overnight and international overnight markets—and so the Stay Close, Go Further campaign is an
important part of the overall support we are giving to the sector in building on the Business Support
Fund, the regional tourism accommodation support program, the experience economy survival
package and the building works package. So hit the road, Melburnians, and see this great state.
ELECTIVE SURGERY WAITING LISTS
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:13): My question is to the Minister for
Health. Minister, Maria has been waiting for a knee replacement for five years. She is in constant pain,
and she was assured in May this year that as soon as restrictions were lifted she would be ‘first off the
rank’. Maria has now been told it will be done sometime next year. Minister, Maria is living with
debilitating pain. Why is she now being told she will be waiting months into the future for her surgery
instead of being first off the rank as she was promised?
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services, Minister for
Equality) (12:13): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his question. The Leader of the
Opposition’s question goes to the implications of the extraordinary partnership between our public
and private hospitals during the course of the global pandemic, and in particular the agreement
between the state and the private sector when it came to how we would jointly manage the predicted
demand through the global pandemic. One of the issues associated with that was the pause of elective
surgery, and I want to thank both the private hospitals and the public hospitals for their partnership in
that regard.
In regard to the implications of having to postpone a whole series of elective surgeries, in terms of it
at least being a success to deal with the pandemic, it played a significant role. That, however, came at
the cost of a huge sacrifice by many Victorians when it came to the elective surgery list, and I want to
thank all of those Victorians for the contribution that they have made to that elective surgery wait.
As we know, Maria, who the honourable Leader of the Opposition points to, and many, many
Victorians have made similar sacrifices, and I want to thank them. In regard to that particular case, I
am not sure of Maria’s particular circumstances, but if the Leader of the Opposition wants to provide
those to me, I will give him an undertaking that I will certainly follow that up.
But what we do know is that the road map for recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic has in it a series
of processes whereby we will gradually, safely and sustainably deal with the backlog from the elective
surgery waiting list and that—
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, I do thank the minister for his response. I do thank
him for his offer to take up Maria’s case. My question, though, went to the fact that Maria was
promised that her surgery would be first off the rank when elective surgeries returned and she has now
been told it will be pushed off until sometime next year. Why are patients being told things that are
not what they were told in May?
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is being relevant to the question that has been asked.
Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Speaker. As I was indicating, the processes via which clinical decisions
are scheduled and made are actually made by clinicians rather than political ministers or anyone else.
But what can be made, however, is a commitment to resources and support for making sure we get
back onto how care has been deferred for so many as quickly as possible. At the moment both regional
and metropolitan hospitals have come back to 85 per cent of their elective surgery capacity and, all
being well, by 22 November that will return to 100 per cent capacity. There are, however, significant
issues about how we then deal particularly with category 2 and category 3 services on our elective
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surgery waiting list. That is why there will be a further 18 750 additional elective surgeries across both
our private and public hospital systems resulting from that plan.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:17): The number of Victorians like
Maria on the waiting list for certain elective surgeries is now 36 000. This is an increase of 53 per cent
from the same time last year. Minister—
Members interjecting.
Mr M O’BRIEN: Apparently people like Maria do not matter to those opposite. They do not
matter. They do not care about people like Maria. They do not care about sexual assault victims either.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition has the call.
Members interjecting.
Mr M O’BRIEN: Brush them off and gag them. We know that is the way this one goes.
If Maria is going to have to wait almost six years for her surgery, which should have been done within
12 months, how many years will these 36 000 Victorians have to wait for their elective surgery?
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services, Minister for
Equality) (12:18): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his supplementary question. Whether it be
Maria—and I reiterate the offer to particularly follow up Maria’s circumstances should the Leader of
the Opposition provide those—or any of the other Victorians who have made an enormous sacrifice
over the course of the global pandemic response, which has seen both our public and private hospitals
partner in an extraordinary way to deal with the global pandemic’s series of demands in a safe way,
the inevitable consequence of that has been care has been deferred for many people. It is the
commitment of this government to—
Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, on the issue of relevance, the question was very specific
about the 36 000 people on the waiting list—or not on the waiting list—and how long they will have
to wait to actually get their surgery done. The minister is being very general in his answer. He is not
addressing the specifics of the question, and I am asking you to bring him back to doing that, please.
The SPEAKER: I disagree. The minister is being relevant to the question.
Mr FOLEY: Whether it is the 18 750 additional elective surgeries across both our private and
public system that we will see scheduled when we return to 100 per cent of capacity, which we expect
post 22 November, or whether it is the 10 500 extra scheduled surgeries in November, we will address
Maria’s and other Victorians’ needs.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: RENEWABLE ENERGY
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (12:20): Last week I had the great pleasure to announce that Victoria will be home
to the biggest battery in the Southern Hemisphere. This is fantastic news—300 megawatts to be built
right here in Victoria. The people of Geelong could not be happier with the announcement. Certainly
you only have to ask the member for Lara. And with the Geelong Advertiser calling it on their frontpage a ‘supercharged coup’, and that is exactly what it is, why wouldn’t they be happy?
The Victorian Big Battery will create 85 jobs and drive vital investment as we recover from the
coronavirus. It will also help bring online more of the bonanza in Victorian renewable energy projects
by providing vital grid services quickly and efficiently. It will lower power bills for families and
businesses right across Victoria, storing power when it is cheap and providing it to Victorians when
we need it. Industry are also absolutely delighted in this government’s ambition and drive to build a
new energy system with, for example, a great Victorian business, the Wilson Transformer Company,
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supplying the power transformers for the Victorian Big Battery. I know that the member for Mount
Waverley, a terrific member, is a big fan of Wilson Transformers and a big supporter too. I could not
agree more with Neoen’s managing director for Australia, Louis de Sambucy, when he said:
We are looking forward to working once again with Tesla and AusNet to deliver this world-leading battery
storage facility over the coming months.
We are extremely proud to be launching a project of this scale and innovation in support of Victoria’s clean
energy transition.

Kane Thornton, the CEO of the Clean Energy Council, said that:
… the Victorian Big Battery would play a significant role in the state’s accelerated transition to renewable
energy.

This also means that our government is leading the nation in renewable energy jobs, decarbonising
our energy system and reducing energy bills for every Victorian.
ENERGY POLICY
Dr READ (Brunswick) (12:22): My question is for the minister for climate and energy. Australia
is looking increasingly isolated in the world because of our ongoing enthusiasm for fossil fuels, such
as the federal government’s proposed gas-led recovery, and Victoria is opening up for gas exploration
and the import of fracked gas through Western Port. In contrast, some European countries are
disconnecting homes from gas and the ACT is building gas-free suburbs. Does this government have
a plan to actually get Victorian households and industry off gas?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (12:22): I thank the member for Brunswick for his question, and I would agree with
the member for Brunswick that Australia as a country, led by our national government, has absolutely
fallen behind in terms of decarbonising our energy system.
That is not the case for Victoria. We are absolutely leading this country, and we are making news
worldwide in our ambition and our plans and our tangible solutions for decarbonising our economy.
What is very clear from our government is our ambition is led by real, concrete action: the biggest
renewable energy stream of jobs coming online—the biggest in terms of the actual number of
construction jobs of all states right across the country. And there will certainly be more to say because
we know that decarbonising our energy system, our broader economy, needs a lot of effort across a
whole variety of opportunities that exist within our economy. It does take a government that is
prepared to back the science, to be led by the science and to drive action at a state level, and that is
exactly what our government will do. We will certainly have more to say on all of these fronts.
Dr READ (Brunswick) (12:24): The question was about gas. The minister did not actually mention
gas. I would really appreciate it if the minister could directly address the question, which is: is there a
plan for Victorian households and industry to get off gas, or does this government still cling on to gas
as a transition fuel?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (12:24): I do thank the member for the supplementary question. When you develop
a plan to transition away from a carbonised system, the plan has to be quite comprehensive, it has to
be broad and it needs many elements to the solutions. No-one should be in any doubt, in this house or
right across our state, that our plans for decarbonising our energy system and our economy to meet
our net zero carbon emissions target for 2050 will include a whole variety of initiatives that will help
to decarbonise the entire energy system.
Dr Read: On a point of order, Speaker, the question was very simple, and on relevance I really
hope you can encourage the minister to refer to gas.
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is being relevant to the question.
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Ms D’AMBROSIO: Thank you, Speaker. Just lastly, obviously gas comes in many forms. There
is green hydrogen. There you go—I have mentioned the word, I am not embarrassed to say that. But
the fact is you need a proper transition arrangement in place backed up with a strong commitment
from the government in terms of investment, and we will have plenty to say on all of these fronts very,
very soon.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: CREATIVE INDUSTRIES EVENTS
Mr PEARSON (Essendon—Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Regulatory Reform, Minister for
Government Services, Minister for Creative Industries) (12:26): I rise to update the house on the
celebration that is ahead for our great state: an exciting summer season of art, music and entertainment
after a tough year. The Andrews Labor government is taking the best of our arts experience outdoors
to give Victorians a summer like no other. We are reactivating the creative state. We are bringing what
is great about our state back, and bigger than ever.
Yesterday I was delighted to announce a $17.2 million package which will enable Victorians to
reconnect with the cultural experiences they love in new and safe ways right across the state. These
events will create thousands of jobs across the creative and events industries. Arts Centre Melbourne
will transform the Sidney Myer Music Bowl into Live at the Bowl. From January to March Live at
the Bowl will feature more than 40 performances and create almost 2000 jobs. Museums Victoria will
bring us the Melbourne Museum Summer Plaza Series, offering open-air experiences, performances,
movies curated by IMAX Melbourne and fun for the whole family. Alongside the free NGV Triennial
exhibition of contemporary art and design, the NGV Garden will indulge us in a long summer of
relaxed dining and music from December to April. The State Library of Victoria, the Melbourne
Recital Centre, the Australian Centre for the Moving Image and Federation Square are getting in on
the act too with activated outdoor spaces, and just down the highway the Geelong Arts Centre will
present a month-long summer events season under a big top. Within the package, $4.3 million will
enable 16 leading Victorian arts companies and festivals to present outdoor offerings, including the
Melbourne International Comedy Festival, Shepparton’s arts festival and Creative Clunes. Our
regional and peri-urban creative industries are squarely in the frame too, with $5 million to bring us a
new series of live music events.
This can only be done because of the great sacrifices of Victorians. On the same day in July of this
year Victoria had 723 cases of COVID and the UK had 763. Today we have had 11 days of zero and
the UK have recorded, sadly, 21 350 cases. We are getting Victorian toes tapping while we help our
music industry and thousands of businesses and workers to get back on their feet. All of these great
events will be with us soon, and I cannot wait. Come on, summer.
MAJOR PROJECTS
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (12:28): My question is to the Treasurer. On Sunday the highly respected
Grattan Institute released The Rise of Megaprojects: Counting the Costs, which makes several
recommendations, including that projects worth over $500 million should face continuous disclosure
when material changes occur. In Victoria the only way Victorians find out about major cost overruns
is when listed companies comply with their disclosure obligations. Will the Treasurer introduce
continuous disclosure for major Victorian government projects?
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (12:29): I thank the member for Ripon for her question. If only we had continuous
disclosure at the time that those opposite were signing dodgy side deals for an east–west road or
bodging up business cases.
Ms Staley: On a point of order, Speaker, it appears that the Treasurer has forgotten your previous
rulings that question time is not an opportunity to attack the opposition and has begun by doing so. If
you could ask him to come back to answering my question.
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The SPEAKER: Order! I note the Treasurer has only just begun his answer, but I also need to
make the distinction that the previous rulings do allow answers to refer to the actions of previous
governments—not to attack oppositions, though. The Treasurer can now come to answering the
question.
Mr PALLAS: Thank you, Speaker. The Victorian government, along with many others in the
construction, financing and of course engineering areas of expertise, do not agree with the findings of
this report. Indeed the report argues against the delivery of large projects such as the Melbourne Metro,
the Suburban Rail Loop, the North East Link and of course the West Gate Tunnel. So if the Grattan
Institute were left to their druthers, then the projects that would define the future of this state and this
city—
Mr Andrews: And which Victorians voted for.
Mr PALLAS: and of course, as the Premier quite rightly observes, the projects that the people of
Victoria voted for, would not proceed. So we will not be blindly led by the Grattan Institute or any
others who essentially form the view that certain projects are not worthy. The Victorian people have
cast a very clear and unashamed vote around these things.
Ms Staley: On a point of order, Speaker, on relevance, I understand the Treasurer has spoken
generally about projects, and he has referred to the Grattan Institute report, but my specific question
went to the issue of continuous disclosure, which he has not addressed.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Treasurer is being entirely relevant to the question that was asked.
Mr PALLAS: Thank you, Speaker. Look, we are going to get on and deliver the projects that we
promised, and indeed the projects that we promised will be the projects that we deliver. Those opposite
will continue to relish their reputation as having been a government that delivered nothing.
The Victorian government is really not just delivering megaprojects; our Big Build agenda is across
119 different projects. And we are delivering for all Victorians wherever they are—in metropolitan
Melbourne, in the outer suburbs and of course in regional Victoria. We have processes of accounting,
and we disclose the results of our engagement with business around the costs of projects, as is
appropriate within the appropriate corporate disclosure obligations. We have to respect the commercial
engagement that we have with companies, and we will continue to do that. Those opposite might well
think it is a smart thing to do to try and undermine the engagement and the relationship we have with
vital deliverers of projects in this state. We will not trash the state government’s reputation, nor will
we compromise businesses in their right to get on and deliver these vital projects, and we will do it in
a way that is both transparent and accountable to the people of Victoria.
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (12:32): The report also recommended post-completion reviews of all
projects costing more than $100 million, including deviations in eventual costs as well as deviations
in costs and benefits and scope changes. Will the Treasurer force the Minister for Transport
Infrastructure to adopt this key recommendation?
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (12:33): Well, certainly the idea that this government does not review its performance in
the delivery of projects is just nonsense. It is risible nonsense. Of course we constantly look at the way
that we have delivered projects, and we constantly seek to improve our projects. But there is one thing
that those opposite and the people of Victoria can be assured about: this government has the biggest
infrastructure project pipeline that the state has ever seen and that the nation has ever seen, and we will
get on and deliver the things that we promised to Victorians. We will do it in a way that is responsible
and is also capable of ensuring that we learn as we go along and improve the performance of our major
projects. It is of course our obligation to do exactly that, and we continue to do that.
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MINISTERS STATEMENTS: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for Mental Health) (12:34): I rise to
advise the house that today the Andrews Labor government announced $251 million for free kinder
in 2021 and the expansion of outside school hours care, saving parents thousands of dollars and helping
more people, particularly women, back into work. The year 2020 has been such a difficult year for
everyone, but we have supported students and staff all the way, and this package is for parents and
carers. There is $81.6 million to establish up to 400 new before and after school hours care services at
government primary schools. This means 95 per cent of Victorian government primary schools will
be covered. Grants of up to $75 000 per year will be available to support this program, to go towards
the employment of educators, equipment, set-up and administration, facility upgrades and transport.
The grants process will be launched in term 1 2021, and service delivery will be able to commence
from term 2.
This will have a significant impact on workforce participation for women. Before- and after-school
care will be provided for up to 5 hours per day, so 25 hours per week of care and supervision. This
new, near-universal provision in our primary schools will ease the pressure on parents, helping them
to return to work or increase their hours.
I can also advise the house that as part of this investment we will deliver a $169.6 million investment
to make kinder free next year, saving families around $2000 for every child enrolled in a participating
funded kindergarten program. This new funding is on top of the greatest reform of early childhood
education in our state’s history—the $5 billion universal three-year-old kinder rollout. While those
opposite play politics during a pandemic, we are getting on with providing support for parents, children
and young people.
Mr R Smith: On a point of order, Speaker, there are a number of questions on notice that I have
yet to receive an answer for that are outside the current period, and if I can just go through the numbers:
4494, 4493, 4492, 4491, 4490, 4489, 4488, 4487, 4486, 4485, 4484, 4483, 4482, 4481, 4480, 4479,
4478, 4477, 4476, 4475, 4474, 4473, 4472, 4471, 4470, 4469, 4468, 4467, 4466, 4465, 4464, 4463,
4462, 4461, 4460, 4459, 4458, 4457, 4456, 4455, 4454, 4453, 4451, 4450, 4449, 4448, 4447, 4446,
4445, 4444, 4443, 4442, 4441, 4440, 4439, 4438, 4437, 4436, 4435, 4434, 4433, 4432, 4431, 4430,
4429, 4428, 4427, 4426, 4425, 4424, 4423, 4422, 4421, 4420, 4419, 4418, 4417, 4416, 4415, 4414,
4413, 4412, 4411, 4410, 4409, 4408, 4407, 4406, 4405, 4404, 4403, 4402, 4401, 4400, 4399, 4398,
4397, 4396, 4395, 4394, 4393, 4392, 4391, 4390, 4389, 4388, 4387, 4386, 4385, 4384, 4383, 4382,
4381, 4380, 4379, 4378, 4377, 4376, 4375, 4374, 4373, 4372, 4371, 4370, 4369, 4368, 4367, 4366,
4365, 4364, 4363, 4362, 4361, 4360, 4359, 4358, 4357, 4356, 4355, 4354, 4353, 4352, 4351, 4350,
4349, 4348, 4347, 4346, 4345, 4344, 4343, 4342, 4341, 4340, 4339, 4338, 4337, 4336, 4335, 4334,
4333, 4332, 4331, 4330, 4329, 4328, 4327, 4326, 4325, 4324, 4323, 4322, 4321, 4320, 4319, 4318,
4317, 4316, 4315, 4314, 4313, 4312, 4311, 4310, 4309, 4308, 4307, 4306, 4305, 4304, 4303, 4302,
4301, 4300, 4299, 4298, 4297, 4296, 4295, 4294, 4293, 4292, 4291, 4290, 4289, 4285, 4288, 4284,
4283, 4287, 4282, 4286, 4281, 4280, 4279, 4278, 4277, 4271, 4270, 4276, 4275, 4269, 4274, 4268,
4273, 4267, 4266, 4272, 4265, 4264, 4263, 4262, 4261, 4260, 4259, 4258, 4257, 4256, 4255, 4254,
4253, 4252, 4251, 4250, 4249, 4248, 4247, 4246, 4245, 4244, 4229, 4228, 4227, 4226, 4225, 4224,
4223, 4222, 4221, 4220, 4219, 4218, 4217, 4216, 4215, 4214, 4213, 4212, 4211, 4210, 4209, 4208,
4207, 4206, 4205, 4204, 4203, 4202, 4243, 4201, 4200, 4199, 4198, 4197, 4196, 4195, 4194, 4193,
4192, 4191, 4190, 4189, 4188, 4187, 4186, 4185, 4184, 4183, 4182, 4181, 4180, 4179, 4178, 4177,
4176, 4175, 4174, 4173, 4172, 4159, 4171, 4170, 4158, 4169, 4157, 4168, 4156, 4167, 4155, 4166,
4165, 4154, 4164, 4153, 4163, 4152, 4162, 4151, 4161, 4150, 4160, 4149, 4148, 4147, 4146, 4145,
4144, 4143, 4142, 4141, 4131, 4140, 4130, 4129, 4139, 4128, 4127, 4126, 4125, 4138, 4124, 4137,
4123, 4136, 4122, 4135, 4121, 4134, 4133, 4132, 4120, 4119, 4118, 4117, 4116, 4115, 4114, 4113,
4112, 4111, 4110, 4109, 4108, 4107, 4106, 4105, 4104, 4103, 4102, 4101, 4100, 4099, 4098, 4097,
4096, 4095, 4094—
The SPEAKER: I might just interrupt the member midstream. I am not sure how many—
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Mr R Smith: I have got 1631.
The SPEAKER: I am glad I did just interrupt the member.
Mr R Smith: The precedent is that members have been able to read the numbers into Hansard,
and I intend to do so.
The SPEAKER: Order! I am not sure that is a valuable use of the time of the house if there are a
thousand outstanding questions.
Mr R Smith: Speaker, it would be a valuable use of a minister’s time if they could answer the
questions. I am not at fault here.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the House! The practice has been when there are large
numbers of questions or other documents members have provided a list to the clerks. I would ask the
member to do that, and I will follow those matters up for the member.
Mr R SMITH: I could table them or I can read them.
The SPEAKER: Provide the list to the clerks.
Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, the member for Warrandyte has put all these questions
on notice. The government has chosen not to answer them. He is within his rights to actually read
these out. If it is just going to be tabled as you are requesting, it loses any impact about how recalcitrant
the government is about actually answering questions on notice. It is a very important part of the
parliamentary process, of the Parliament and of members of Parliament holding the executive
government to account, and I would urge you to allow the member for Warrandyte to continue what
he is doing and actually read out all the numbers.
The SPEAKER: I am advised that if the member incorporates the list, it will be published in
Hansard. So I ask the member to follow that path.
Mr R Smith: I am happy to concede on that, Speaker. I would like to also make the point, though,
to the minister for energy and the Minister for Resources that these questions are directed largely to
those two ministers, and it is the responsibility, as the Leader of The Nationals rightly said, of those
ministers to answer questions that are put to them. They are put to them on notice. They are not without
notice. They have got the resources of their departments to work on these. I am sure the ministers are
not sitting down with each one of these and working it out themselves, but when questions are put to
ministers it is their role to answer those questions for Victorians. These are questions that Victorians
want answered, and the fact that there are so many is an indictment of them, not of me.
The SPEAKER: I thank the member for raising that.
Mr Walsh: On a further point of order, Speaker, I do not believe you actually ruled on my point of
order.
The SPEAKER: Order! I ruled against that point of order. The member is incorporating the
document, so those question numbers will be listed in Hansard.
Incorporated numbers as follows:
4494, 4493, 4492, 4491, 4490, 4489, 4488, 4487, 4486, 4485, 4484, 4483, 4482, 4481, 4480, 4479, 4478,
4477, 4476, 4475, 4474, 4473, 4472, 4471, 4470, 4469, 4468, 4467, 4466, 4465, 4464, 4463, 4462, 4461,
4460, 4459, 4458, 4457, 4456, 4455, 4454, 4453, 4451, 4450, 4449, 4448, 4447, 4446, 4445, 4444, 4443,
4442, 4441, 4440, 4439, 4438, 4437, 4436, 4435, 4434, 4433, 4432, 4431, 4430, 4429, 4428, 4427, 4426,
4425, 4424, 4423, 4422, 4421, 4420, 4419, 4418, 4417, 4416, 4415, 4414, 4413, 4412, 4411, 4410, 4409,
4408, 4407, 4406, 4405, 4404, 4403, 4402, 4401, 4400, 4399, 4398, 4397, 4396, 4395, 4394, 4393, 4392,
4391, 4390, 4389, 4388, 4387, 4386, 4385, 4384, 4383, 4382, 4381, 4380, 4379, 4378, 4377, 4376, 4375,
4374, 4373, 4372, 4371, 4370, 4369, 4368, 4367, 4366, 4365, 4364, 4363, 4362, 4361, 4360, 4359, 4358,
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4357, 4356, 4355, 4354, 4353, 4352, 4351, 4350, 4349, 4348, 4347, 4346, 4345, 4344, 4343, 4342, 4341,
4340, 4339, 4338, 4337, 4336, 4335, 4334, 4333, 4332, 4331, 4330, 4329, 4328, 4327, 4326, 4325, 4324,
4323, 4322, 4321, 4320, 4319, 4318, 4317, 4316, 4315, 4314, 4313, 4312, 4311, 4310, 4309, 4308, 4307,
4306, 4305, 4304, 4303, 4302, 4301, 4300, 4299, 4298, 4297, 4296, 4295, 4294, 4293, 4292, 4291, 4290,
4289, 4285, 4288, 4284, 4283, 4287, 4282, 4286, 4281, 4280, 4279, 4278, 4277, 4271, 4270, 4276, 4275,
4269, 4274, 4268, 4273, 4267, 4266, 4272, 4265, 4264, 4263, 4262, 4261, 4260, 4259, 4258, 4257, 4256,
4255, 4254, 4253, 4252, 4251, 4250, 4249, 4248, 4247, 4246, 4245, 4244, 4229, 4228, 4227, 4226, 4225,
4224, 4223, 4222, 4221, 4220, 4219, 4218, 4217, 4216, 4215, 4214, 4213, 4212, 4211, 4210, 4209, 4208,
4207, 4206, 4205, 4204, 4203, 4202, 4243, 4201, 4200, 4199, 4198, 4197, 4196, 4195, 4194, 4193, 4192,
4191, 4190, 4189, 4188, 4187, 4186, 4185, 4184, 4183, 4182, 4181, 4180, 4179, 4178, 4177, 4176, 4175,
4174, 4173, 4172, 4159, 4171, 4170, 4158, 4169, 4157, 4168, 4156, 4167, 4155, 4166, 4165, 4154, 4164,
4153, 4163, 4152, 4162, 4151, 4161, 4150, 4160, 4149, 4148, 4147, 4146, 4145, 4144, 4143, 4142, 4141,
4131, 4140, 4130, 4129, 4139, 4128, 4127, 4126, 4125, 4138, 4124, 4137, 4123, 4136, 4122, 4135, 4121,
4134, 4133, 4132, 4120, 4119, 4118, 4117, 4116, 4115, 4114, 4113, 4112, 4111, 4110, 4109, 4108, 4107,
4106, 4105, 4104, 4103, 4102, 4101, 4100, 4099, 4098, 4097, 4096, 4095, 4094, 4093, 4092, 4091, 4090,
4089, 4088, 4087, 4086, 4085, 4084, 4083, 4082, 4081, 4080, 4079, 4078, 4077, 4076, 4075, 4074, 4073,
4072, 4071, 4070, 4069, 4068, 4067, 4066, 4065, 4064, 4063, 4062, 4060, 4059, 4046, 4058, 4057, 4061,
4056, 4045, 4055, 4054, 4044, 4053, 4052, 4043, 4051, 4050, 4042, 4049, 4048, 4041, 4047, 4040, 4039,
4038, 4037, 4036, 4035, 4034, 3993, 3992, 3991, 3990, 3989, 3988, 3987, 3986, 4018, 4017, 4016, 4015,
4014, 4032, 4031, 3985, 4033, 4030, 3984, 4029, 4013, 3983, 4028, 4012, 3982, 4027, 4011, 3981, 4026,
4010, 4025, 4024, 4009, 4023, 4022, 4008, 4021, 4020, 4007, 4019, 4006, 4242, 4241, 4240, 4239, 4238,
4237, 4236, 4235, 4234, 4233, 4232, 4231, 4230, 4005, 4004, 4003, 4002, 4001, 4000, 3999, 3998, 3997,
3996, 3995, 3994, 3980, 3979, 3978, 3977, 3976, 3975, 3974, 3973, 3972, 3971, 3970, 3969, 3968, 3967,
3966, 3965, 3964, 3963, 3962, 3961, 3960, 3959, 3958, 3957, 3956, 3955, 3954, 3953, 3952, 3951, 3950,
3937, 3949, 3948, 3947, 3936, 3946, 3945, 3944, 3935, 3943, 3942, 3941, 3934, 3940, 3939, 3933, 3938,
3932, 3931, 3930, 3929, 3928, 3927, 3926, 3925, 3924, 3923, 3922, 3921, 3920, 3919, 3918, 3917, 3916,
3915, 3914, 3913, 3912, 3911, 3910, 3909, 3908, 3883, 3882, 3881, 3880, 3879, 3878, 3877, 3876, 3875,
3874, 3873, 3872, 3871, 3870, 3869, 3868, 3867, 3866, 3865, 3864, 3863, 3862, 3861, 3860, 3859, 3858,
3857, 3856, 3855, 3854, 3853, 3852, 3851, 3850, 3849, 3848, 3847, 3846, 3845, 3844, 3843, 3842, 3841,
3840, 3839, 3838, 3837, 3836, 3835, 3834, 3833, 3832, 3831, 3830, 3829, 3828, 3827, 3826, 3825, 3824,
3823, 3822, 3821, 3820, 3819, 3818, 3817, 3816, 3815, 3814, 3813, 3812, 3811, 3810, 3809, 3808, 3807,
3806, 3805, 3804, 3803, 3802, 3801, 3800, 3799, 3798, 3797, 3796, 3795, 3794, 3793, 3792, 3791, 3790,
3789, 3788, 3787, 3786, 3785, 3784, 3783, 3782, 3781, 3780, 3779, 3778, 3777, 3776, 3775, 3774, 3773,
3772, 3771, 3770, 3769, 3768, 3767, 3766, 3765, 3764, 3763, 3762, 3761, 3760, 3759, 3758, 3757, 3756,
3755, 3754, 3753, 3752, 3751, 3750, 3749, 3748, 3747, 3746, 3745, 3744, 3743, 3742, 3741, 3740, 3739,
3738, 3737, 3736, 3735, 3734, 3733, 3732, 3731, 3730, 3729, 3728, 3727, 3726, 3725, 3724, 3723, 3722,
3721, 3720, 3719, 3718, 3717, 3716, 3715, 3714, 3713, 3712, 3711, 3710, 3709, 3708, 3707, 3706, 3705,
3704, 3703, 3702, 3701, 3700, 3699, 3698, 3697, 3696, 3695, 3694, 3693, 3692, 3691, 3690, 3689, 3688,
3687, 3686, 3685, 3684, 3683, 3682, 3681, 3680, 3679, 3678, 3677, 3676, 3675, 3674, 3673, 3672, 3671,
3670, 3669, 3668, 3667, 3666, 3665, 3664, 3663, 3662, 3661, 3660, 3645, 3644, 3659, 3658, 3643, 3657,
3656, 3642, 3655, 3641, 3654, 3653, 3640, 3652, 3639, 3651, 3650, 3638, 3649, 3648, 3637, 3647, 3636,
3635, 3634, 3633, 3646, 3632, 3631, 3630, 3629, 3628, 3627, 3626, 3625, 3624, 3623, 3622, 3621, 3620,
3619, 3618, 3907, 3906, 3514, 3513, 3512, 3511, 3905, 3510, 3509, 3904, 3508, 3507, 3506, 3505, 3504,
3503, 3502, 3501, 3500, 3499, 3496, 3495, 3494, 3493, 3492, 3498, 3491, 3490, 3489, 3488, 3487, 3486,
3485, 3484, 3483, 3482, 3481, 3480, 3479, 3478, 3477, 3476, 3475, 3474, 3473, 3472, 3471, 3470, 3469,
3468, 3447, 3446, 3445, 3444, 3443, 3441, 3442, 3440, 3439, 3438, 3437, 3436, 3435, 3434, 3433, 3432,
3431, 3430, 3429, 3428, 3427, 3426, 3425, 3424, 3423, 3422, 3421, 3420, 3412, 3419, 3411, 3418, 3417,
3410, 3416, 3409, 3415, 3414, 3408, 3413, 3405, 3407, 3404, 3406, 3403, 3402, 3398, 3401, 3397, 3400,
3396, 3399, 3395, 3394, 3393, 3392, 3391, 3390, 3389, 3388, 3387, 3386, 3385, 3384, 3383, 3382, 3381,
3380, 3379, 3378, 3377, 3376, 3375, 3374, 3373, 3372, 3371, 3370, 3369, 3368, 3367, 3366, 3365, 3364,
3363, 3362, 3361, 3360, 3359, 3358, 3357, 3356, 3355, 3354, 3353, 3352, 3351, 3350, 3349, 3348, 3347,
3346, 3345, 3344, 3343, 3342, 3341, 3340, 3339, 3338, 3337, 3336, 3335, 3334, 3333, 3332, 3331, 3330,
3329, 3328, 3327, 3326, 3325, 3324, 3323, 3322, 3321, 3320, 3319, 3318, 3317, 3316, 3315, 3314, 3313,
3312, 3311, 3310, 3309, 3308, 3307, 3306, 3305, 3304, 3303, 3302, 3301, 3300, 3299, 3298, 3297, 3296,
3295, 3294, 3293, 3292, 3291, 3290, 3289, 3288, 3287, 3286, 3285, 3284, 3283, 3282, 3281, 3280, 3279,
3278, 3277, 3276, 3275, 3274, 3273, 3272, 3271, 3270, 3269, 3268, 3267, 3266, 3265, 3264, 3263, 3262,
3261, 3260, 3259, 3258, 3257, 3256, 3255, 3254, 3253, 3252, 3251, 3250, 3249, 3248, 3247, 3246, 3245,
3244, 3243, 3242, 3241, 3240, 3239, 3238, 3237, 3236, 3235, 3234, 3233, 3232, 3231, 3230, 3229, 3228,
3227, 3226, 3225, 3224, 3223, 3222, 3221, 3220, 3219, 3218, 3217, 3216, 3215, 3214, 3213, 3212, 3211,
3210, 3209, 3208, 3207, 3206, 3205, 3204, 3203, 3202, 3201, 3200, 3199, 3198, 3197, 3196, 3195, 3194,
3193, 3192, 3191, 3190, 3189, 3188, 3187, 3186, 3185, 3184, 3183, 3182, 3181, 3180, 3179, 3178, 3177,
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2887, 3176, 3175, 3174, 3173, 3172, 3171, 3170, 3169, 3168, 3167, 3166, 3165, 3164, 3163, 3162, 3161,
3160, 3159, 3158, 3157, 3156, 3155, 3154, 2886, 2885, 2884, 2883, 2882, 2881, 2880, 2879, 2878, 2877,
3153, 3152, 3151, 3150, 3149, 2876, 2875, 3148, 2874, 3146, 2873, 3145, 3147, 3144, 3143, 3142, 3141,
3140, 3139, 3138, 3137, 3136, 3135, 3134, 3133, 3132, 3131, 3130, 3129, 3128, 3127, 3126, 3125, 3124,
3123, 3122, 3121, 3120, 3119, 3118, 3117, 3116, 3115, 3114, 3113, 3112, 3111, 3110, 3109, 3108, 3107,
3106, 3105, 3104, 3103, 3102, 3101, 3100, 3099, 3098, 3097, 3096, 3095, 3094, 3093, 3092, 3091, 3090,
3089, 3088, 3087, 3086, 3085, 3084, 3076, 3083, 3082, 3081, 3080, 3079, 3075, 3078, 3074, 3077, 3073,
3072, 3071, 3070, 3069, 3068, 3067, 3066, 3065, 3064, 3063, 3062, 3061, 3060, 3059, 3058, 3057, 3056,
3055, 3054, 3053, 3052, 3051, 3050, 3048, 3049, 3047, 3046, 3045, 3044, 3043, 3041, 3042, 3040, 3039,
3034, 3038, 3033, 3037, 3032, 3031, 3036, 3030, 3035, 3027, 3029, 3026, 3028, 3025, 3024, 3023, 3022,
3021, 3020, 3019, 3018, 3017, 3016, 3013, 3012, 3011, 3010, 3015, 3009, 3014, 3008, 3007, 3006, 3005,
3004, 3003, 3002, 3001, 3000, 2999, 2998, 2997, 2996, 2995, 2994, 2993, 2992, 2991, 2990, 2989, 2988,
2987, 2986, 2985, 2984, 2983, 2982, 2981, 2980, 2979, 2978, 2977, 2976, 2971, 2970, 2975, 2974, 2969,
2973, 2968, 2972, 2967, 2966, 2965, 2964, 2963, 2962, 2961, 2960, 2959, 2958, 2957, 2956, 2955, 2954,
2953, 2950, 2952, 2949, 2951, 2948, 2947, 2946, 2945, 2943, 2942, 2941, 2940, 2944, 2939, 2938, 2936,
2937, 2935, 2934, 2933, 2932, 2929, 2931, 2930, 2928, 2927, 2926, 2925, 2924, 2915, 2923, 2914, 2913,
2912, 2911, 2910, 2909, 2908, 2907, 2906, 2905, 2904, 2903, 2902, 2901, 2900, 2899, 2898, 2897, 2896,
2895, 2922, 2921, 2920, 2919, 2918, 2917, 2916, 2872, 2894, 2893, 2892, 2891, 2890, 2889, 2888, 2869,
2868, 2867, 2866, 2865, 2864, 2863, 2862, 2861, 3554, 2860, 3553, 2859, 2858, 2857, 2856, 2855, 2854,
2853, 2852, 2851, 2850, 2849, 2848, 2847, 2846, 2845, 2844, 2843, 2842, 2841, 2840, 2839, 2838, 2837,
2836, 2835, 2834, 2833, 2832, 2831, 2830, 2829, 2828, 2827, 2826, 2825, 2824, 2823, 2822, 2821, 2819,
2818, 2817, 2816, 2815, 2814, 2813, 2812, 2811, 2810, 2809, 2808, 2807, 2806, 2805, 2804, 2803, 2802,
2801, 2800, 2799, 2798, 2797, 2796, 2795, 2794, 2793, 2792, 2791, 2790, 2789, 2788, 2787, 2786, 2785,
2784, 2783, 2782, 2781, 2780, 2779, 2778, 2777, 2776, 2775, 2774, 2773, 2772, 2771, 2770, 2769, 2768,
2767, 2766, 2765, 2764, 2763, 2762, 2761, 2760, 2759, 2758, 2757, 2756, 2755, 2754, 2753, 2752, 2751,
2750, 2749, 2748, 2747, 2746, 2745, 2744, 2743, 2742, 2741, 2740, 2739, 2738, 2737, 2736, 2735, 2734,
3546, 3545, 3544, 3543, 3542, 3573, 3572, 3571, 3570, 3569, 3568, 3567, 3566, 2634.

Ms Britnell: On a further point of order, can I bring to the Speaker’s attention that I too have
questions that are unanswered. They are questions 2615, 4495, 4515 and 2467. I would really
appreciate it if those answers could be forwarded to me as soon as possible.
The SPEAKER: I thank the member for South-West Coast. I will follow those matters up as well.
Constituency questions
MURRAY PLAINS ELECTORATE
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (12:48): (4725) My constituency question today is to the Minister
for Roads and Road Safety. It is on behalf of Russell Mitchell from Tennyson, and it concerns the
Prairie-Rochester Road. I am seeking information as to when the Prairie-Rochester Road will be
upgraded. This road is an A-double route for trucks travelling between the Loddon Valley Highway
and the Northern Highway, and it is also a school bus route. The narrow seal and the large potholes
are causing passing vehicles to throw up stones and rocks, breaking windscreens and putting lives at
risk. If the minister could provide information to Russell and others that travel on the Prairie-Rochester
Road as to when it will be upgraded, it would be appreciated.
PASCOE VALE ELECTORATE
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) (12:48): (4726) My constituency question is for the Minister
for Early Childhood in the other place, and the question I ask is: what support is the Andrews Labor
government providing to local early childhood services in my electorate to ensure that local kids are
supported to be ready for 2021 and into the future? This year undoubtedly has been an especially tough
year for our community, including for our smallest children and our early childhood educators, who
do their best and who have worked with our children to adapt to new ways of teaching, learning and
interacting. This has been especially hard with our littlest. Children in the Pascoe Vale electorate have
access to fantastic early childhood care and education services. I know because I use them myself.
With dedicated educators, support staff and parent communities they work hard to ensure our local
kids experience the best start in life, and I ask what supports are being made available to assist them
in doing that.

CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
3200

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, 10 November 2020

SOUTH-WEST COAST ELECTORATE
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (12:49): (4727) My question is to the Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers, and I seek the latest information on the work to improve regional distribution of
food relief services across the whole state. I understand that $3.5 million has been committed to deliver
the improvements that our regional distribution hubs will bring and that are a part of this plan. Last
week I met with Warrnambool and District Foodshare executive officer Dedy Friebe to receive a
briefing on the important work he and the group that he has with him do making sure that vulnerable
people in our community have food on the table. I am a strong supporter of Warrnambool and District
Foodshare—my team and I are regular volunteers at the warehouse and my office supports the group
in any way we possibly can. I would strongly endorse them to become the hub for western Victoria and
for the western part of the state. They have the networks, they have the ability and they have the
community support and the links to regional support services. They have the drive to fill that vital and
important role in ensuring people in the south-west who need a bit of support get that.
IVANHOE ELECTORATE
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (12:50): (4728) My constituency question is to the Minister for Public
Transport, and I seek the latest information regarding the progress to conclude contractual
arrangements with Banyule City Council for commercial space at Rosanna station and to facilitate the
opening of the social enterprise cafe for the community. Thanks to the Andrews government’s level
crossing removal program the Lower Plenty Road boom gates are gone, we have a new Rosanna
station and we have a fully duplicated track between Heidelberg and Rosanna stations. Of course my
electorate office is currently located at Rosanna station. Banyule City Council have worked very hard
to negotiate a lease with the Department of Transport, Metro Trains et cetera for the commercial space
at Rosanna station so that they could encourage the social enterprise to operate from that site. It is sure
to be embraced by the local community and provide great opportunities for people who can work at
that cafe. I appreciate the minister’s significant work and investment in transport in my electorate and
look forward to the update.
ROWVILLE ELECTORATE
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (12:51): (4729) My question is to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety.
Minister, when will Wellington Road, Ferntree Gully Road and Kelletts Road in my electorate receive
much-needed upgrades? The Andrews Labor government has totally neglected important roads in my
electorate of Rowville. There was not one cent put into roads in the Rowville area in the 2019 budget.
I have had countless emails, phone calls and conversations with constituents expressing their concerns
with the safety of these extremely busy and crucial roads. I have had one constituent write to me saying
that local roads are in such poor condition, with potholes and uneven services. It is getting very
dangerous and the community are losing their patience. I will continue to fight on behalf of the
concerned citizens of my electorate of Rowville until finally this Labor government agrees to do
something.
SUNBURY ELECTORATE
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (12:52): (4730) My question is to the Minister for Community Sport.
Minister, what is the latest information on the recent $21 million announcement around the Get Active
Kids voucher program, a Victorian first that will support children to get involved in organised activities
by providing $200 vouchers to families to help with the cost of sports equipment, uniforms and of
course memberships? Speaker, as you so well know, community sport is vital to the health and
wellbeing of our community and being involved in local sport is extremely important to those in my
electorate and I am sure those in electorates right across the state. The Andrews Labor government
has an incredibly strong record in investing in community sport. I am really pleased that we are
delivering upgrades at Boardman Reserve and at Langama Park in Sunbury and partnering with the
City of Melton to upgrade the Diggers Rest Recreation Reserve. This is a very important program. It
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is terrific to see kids getting back involved in local sport, and I ask the minister for the latest
information on the program.
SHEPPARTON ELECTORATE
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (12:53): (4731) My question is for the Minister for Public Transport.
What is the government doing to progress a review of the Shepparton and Mooroopna town bus
networks? The network has had no substantial update since 2009, and indeed the last review was in
2006, some 14 years ago. Many other towns have had more than two reviews in that time. Services in
Shepparton and Mooroopna are infrequent, running only hourly between 8.00 am and 6.00 pm on
weekdays and with limited services on Saturdays and none on Sundays, and they do not coordinate
with our regional train services in many cases. There is no direct bus route from Shepparton to
Mooroopna. I have raised this a number of times and I am still waiting for a review to take place. This
is becoming urgent because we have many new facilities developing in the town and new growth areas
on the edges of Mooroopna and Shepparton. The current system is inadequate, and I would ask the
minister to address this as soon as possible.
BROADMEADOWS ELECTORATE
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (12:54): (4732) My question is to the Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers. How will the extra upgrades to Victoria’s public aged-care facilities benefit
Broadmeadows? The Andrews government is ensuring that older Victorians continue to receive the
care and dignity they deserve. To deliver this result the government is upgrading more than 50 public
sector residential aged-care services, delivering hundreds of new jobs and ensuring thousands of older
Victorians continue to receive the care they deserve, with $30 million in funding to improve Victoria’s
public sector residential aged-care services. The government established the Regional Health
Infrastructure Fund in 2016 as part of this commitment to better health for people in rural and regional
Victoria. This year in May the building works package invested $20 million to also make sure that
thousands of people get back to work across our state as Victoria recovers from the coronavirus
pandemic.
MORNINGTON ELECTORATE
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) (12:55): (4733) My question is for the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety. The issue is the lack of appropriate speed reductions during school times outside Balcombe
Grammar School on the Nepean Highway at Mount Martha. This is an issue I have raised on numerous
occasions in the house, because unlike other locations in the electorate, the speed limit is a constant
80 kilometres per hour. It is not reduced, so it is dangerous. In December 2019 I again raised this issue
with the then minister and requested renewed consideration. The minister responded in January and
indicated that the site visit and pedestrian count would be undertaken. The school is not aware that this
has occurred, and that is not surprising given the events of this year. But equally, with things getting
back to normal, it is not appropriate yet to get an accurate figure this year. So the question is: has the
site visit occurred? If so, when was it undertaken and what was the result? If not, will the count be
undertaken in term 1, 2021?
WENDOUREE ELECTORATE
Ms ADDISON (Wendouree) (12:56): (4734) My question is directed to the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety and is about the Andrews Labor government’s commitment to keep Ballarat moving by
upgrading key intersections and addressing traffic congestion across the electorate of Wendouree.
Ballarat drivers know firsthand that it is getting busier and harder to access central Ballarat, particularly
from our growing suburbs to the west. There are also significant levels of traffic on our roads during
school drop-off and pick-up times as our population continues to grow. Across the electorate of
Wendouree we need to address increased congestion and improve traffic flow at key intersections, add
some lanes to roundabouts and replace some other high-traffic roundabouts with traffic lights. My
question to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety is: what are the next steps that are being taken to
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upgrade key intersections across my electorate of Wendouree to fix the bottlenecks and to keep
Ballarat moving?
Bills
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services, Minister for
Equality) (12:57): I move:
That I introduce a bill for an act to amend the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008, and for other purposes.

Motion agreed to.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (12:58): I ask that the minister give a brief explanation, please.
Mr FOLEY: This is a bill that will bring certainty and clarity to the wind farm industry and
councils and provide communities with increased confidence in the regulatory framework for wind
energy facility noise.
Read first time.
Ordered to be read second time tomorrow.
Business of the house
ORDERS OF THE DAY
The SPEAKER (12:59): I wish to advise the house that general business, orders of the day 1 to
56, will be removed from the notice paper unless members wishing them to remain advise the Clerk
in writing before 2.00 pm today.
Petitions
Following petitions presented to house by Clerk:
COVID-19
This petition of the residents of Victoria draws to the attention of the house, the State Government’s disregard
for the Mornington Peninsula in its inclusion as part of Metropolitan Melbourne. Geelong was excluded, even
though there were some active cases. From 8 July until 4 September, Geelong had experienced 290 new
cases, and the Peninsula only 123. Yet Geelong remains outside the metropolitan area.
The Mornington Peninsula has suffered severe economic loss because of the constraints imposed on it in
comparison with the Geelong region. There is no justification for continued differentiation between the two
regions.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly require the Premier to immediately reclassify
the Mornington Peninsula as non-metropolitan and end the lockdown.

By Mr MORRIS (Mornington) (1447 signatures).
BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
TO THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF VICTORIA:
The Petition of
Residents in the Warrandyte electorate draws to the attention of the House, and notes—
That the government has neglected to proactively manage the Warrandyte State Park, and surrounding
public land, which has led to an excessive build-up of fire fuel loads.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria—
Ensures that the Andrews Government commits to the residents of Warrandyte, Warrandyte South, North
Warrandyte and Wonga Park that in the months leading to the 2020/21 fire season a greater focus will be
given to the build-up of these excessive fire fuel loads and, further, ensure those fire fuel loads are cleared
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through a proscribed burning program, slashing and/or any other methods the government deems fit as a
priority in order to keep residents safe.

By Mr R SMITH (Warrandyte) (1088 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petition lodged by member for Mornington be considered next day on motion of
Mr MORRIS (Mornington).
Committees
SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE
Alert Digest No. 11
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (13:00): I have the honour to present to the house a report from the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee, being Alert Digest No. 11 of 2020, on the following
bills and acts:
Cladding Safety Victoria Act 2020
COVID-19 Commercial and Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension) Act 2020
Energy Legislation Amendment (Licence Conditions) Bill 2020
Food Amendment Bill 2020
Spent Convictions Bill 2020
Transport Legislation Amendment Bill 2020

together with appendices.
Ordered to be published.
Documents
DOCUMENTS
Incorporated list as follows:
DOCUMENTS TABLED UNDER ACTS OF PARLIAMENT—The Clerk tabled the
following documents under Acts of Parliament:
Emergency Management Act 1986—Report to Parliament on declaration of State of Disaster—
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic—Report 4
Inquiries Act 2014:
COVID-19 Hotel Quarantine Inquiry Interim Report and Recommendations—Ordered to be
published
Report of the Royal Commission into National Natural Disaster Arrangements
Legal Profession Uniform Law Application Act 2014—Practitioner Remuneration Order 2021
Planning and Environment Act 1987—Notices of approval of amendments to the following Planning
Schemes:
Bayside—C174
Darebin—C193, C194
Frankston—C142
Greater Shepparton—C215
Melbourne—C373, C377, C399
Moonee Valley—C216
Surf Coast—C125
Victoria Planning Provisions—VC191
Whittlesea—C230
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Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 2020—SR 120
Liquor Control Reform Act 1998—SR 119
Road Safety Act 1986—SR 121
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rules 93, 99, 106,
111, 118, 119, 120.
PROCLAMATION—Under Standing Order 177A, the Clerk tabled the following proclamations
fixing an operative date:
National Energy Legislation Amendment Act 2020—Whole Act (other than Part 3 and Division 2
of Part 4)—27 October 2020 (Gazette S546, 27 October 2020).

Bills
CONSUMER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020
WORKER SCREENING BILL 2020
Council’s agreement
The SPEAKER (13:01): I have received messages from the Legislative Council agreeing to the
following bills without amendment: the Consumer Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 and the Worker
Screening Bill 2020.
CLADDING SAFETY VICTORIA BILL 2020
CONSUMER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020
EDUCATION AND TRAINING REFORM AMENDMENT (REGULATION OF STUDENT
ACCOMMODATION) BILL 2020
WORKER SCREENING BILL 2020
Royal assent
The SPEAKER (13:02): I wish to inform the house that the Governor has given royal assent to the
Cladding Safety Victoria Bill 2020, the Consumer Legislation Amendment Bill 2020, the Education
and Training Reform Amendment (Regulation of Student Accommodation) Bill 2020 and the Worker
Screening Bill 2020.
FOOD AMENDMENT BILL 2020
TRANSPORT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020
Appropriation
The SPEAKER (13:02): I have received messages from the Governor recommending
appropriations for the purposes of the Food Amendment Bill 2020 and the Transport Legislation
Amendment Bill 2020.
Business of the house
PROGRAM
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop) (13:02): I move:
That, under standing order 94(2), the orders of the day, government business, relating to the following bills
be considered and completed by 5.00 pm on Thursday, 12 November 2020:
Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020
Energy Legislation Amendment (Licence Conditions) Bill 2020
Food Amendment Bill 2020
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Transport Legislation Amendment Bill 2020.

In making a few comments on the program for this week, can I start by thanking again our colleagues
in the chamber for their cooperation in enabling us to continue to sit as a Parliament under the
COVID-safe requirements—Speaker, it is a bit rough to shut me down. It is a bit early in the day for
that, Speaker, and just as I was saying nice things about everyone as well, about how we have all
continued across the chamber to work cooperatively to ensure that the Parliament can continue to sit,
for bills to be debated and passed, for question time to occur and all the other important functions of
Parliament to continue whilst we continue to move through the impact of the restrictions around the
coronavirus pandemic. It has been a real credit to this place that we have been able to continue to have
Parliament perform those important functions whilst we have had to all make the obvious adjustments,
this week being similar to weeks that have gone past with adjustments to sitting hours and question
time times and of course how divisions are held.
I also point out that for the purposes of the arrangements for this week, with tomorrow obviously being
Remembrance Day, a very, very important and solemn day for the remembrance and commemoration
of so many Australians who served in different theatres of war over many, many decades, there will
be an appropriate suspension of the chamber tomorrow morning to allow members to participate in
what I believe is an appropriate but modest service on the steps of Parliament that is being organised
by the Minister for Veterans in conjunction with the RSL. Further information will be provided to
members on that front from the minister.
Obviously we had not originally planned to sit this week. However, to accommodate various moving
parts, most important of which is the delivery of the 2020 budget, the government announced after
Parliament last sat that the budget will be handed down on 24 November. The house will sit that week.
Also, yesterday members were advised that both chambers of the house will be sitting on the week of
8 December, which is, I note, an additional sitting week that we have added to the calendar for this year.
I appreciate that there have been some changes in the last week or so to the sitting arrangements and
that this may have caused some challenges for members—probably more so for their staff—in
managing diary arrangements, but it is important that obviously we provide that additional week at the
end of the sitting year for the Parliament to consider what will be a very important budget not just for
2020 and how we respond to the impacts of the pandemic in 2020 but also beyond and how we position
Victoria for the years ahead as we not just rebuild but we rebuild in a way that builds on Victoria’s
strengths and positions us very strongly in the years to come. I appreciate, again, colleagues’
cooperation on the changed sitting arrangements.
The four bills that are on the program for this week are important bills. They each contain various
policy elements that are important for the government to continue to support reform in our state and
to modernise arrangements. Whether that be in the licensing schemes around our energy sector, the
transport legislation or the food bill, we will all get a chance to have a crack at these bills over the rest
of this week. I also note, for completeness sake, that the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous
Amendments Bill contains house amendments which the minister has advised have been shared with
other members in this place.
It is a strong program this week. It is a strong program of bills that are important to pursue for those
reasons I mentioned around reform and modernising our legislative framework, but in the weeks to
come we will have the big and important discussions around the budget, around economic reform and
around rebuilding our state, and that is why there has been the additional week added to the calendar
at the end of what has been a very challenging year for us to have continued to have Parliament operate
and operate smoothly. We have done that to the best of our ability, in a spirit of cooperation and also
based on public health advice, and I remain always optimistic that the opposition and other members
of the chamber will support the government business motion.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (13:08): I hate to disappoint the manager of government business, but we
will be opposing the government business program, and I will explain the reasons why shortly.
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This week we will be debating the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020
today, the Transport Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 and the Energy Legislation Amendment
(Licence Conditions) Bill 2020 we can debate on Wednesday and the Food Amendment Bill 2020 we
can debate on Thursday.
On Wednesday we will break for Remembrance Day from 10.50 am to 11.20 am, and we are still not
sure how that will actually work because our understanding from the opposition’s point of view is that
you can only have 10 at a gathering for Remembrance Day. If we are going out onto the steps, is it a
matter of social distancing and some of us going down to the pathway down on Spring Street or other
places, or do we just go to Queen’s Hall and do our minute of silence and pay our respects? Because
it is absolutely crucial that on Remembrance Day we pay our respects.
Now the reason we are opposing the government business program is because the sittings of the house
have been chaotic, absolutely and utterly chaotic. We have been cooperative all the way along. I mean,
if you look at the parliamentary calendar that was put out for 2020, we were going to sit on 17, 18 and
19 November, so we were not going to sit on Remembrance Day, and we were going to sit on 1, 2 and
3 December. So that was pretty well organised and set.
With the COVID, the government will be patting itself on the back that they are giving us three extra
days. We question about all the days we have lost of sitting during COVID. Now, the dilemma that
the government had was that there had to be a December sitting, because if the Treasurer brings down
the budget on 24 November, on the Tuesday, and then the opposition responds on the 26th, which is
normal practice, then if there was no December sitting all of a sudden there would be a situation where
we would not be able to respond to the budget until February next year, and that would be a ridiculous
situation. So we knew that there had to be a December sitting.
Now, as to the reason why the December sitting is 8, 9 and 10 and not 1, 2 and 3, the cynic in me just
believes for one moment that it might be that it pushes the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
scrutiny of the budget further into December. I mean, there could only be one reason why you would
change 1, 2, 3 December into 8, 9, 10 December. The member for Gippsland South, who is at the
table, will know that when we have the public accounts hearings you have the Premier and all of the
other ministers come in to have to talk about the COVID situation first, where we are expecting good
scrutiny, but then you have got to be able to add the transparency and the scrutiny of the budget on top
of that. So we want to know how that is actually going to work.
If we are going to sit on 8, 9 and 10 December, then we would assume that the budget scrutiny process
with public accounts will start on 30 November—we would hope. It would be 30 November and 1, 2
and 3 December, but then we would break for the next Parliament sitting week, and that means it would
be the following week, pushing even closer to Christmas. Then you would have the rest of the ministers,
and how can we expect proper scrutiny if we are going to be doing the COVID-19 scrutiny through
public accounts and at the same time doing the budget? It would probably mean that a minister or the
Premier would be there for 2 hours on COVID and 2 hours on the budget or 3 hours on the budget, you
would hope, to make sure that the opposition through the public accounts gets the reasons and has the
proper questions being answered by the ministers to ensure that scrutiny of the budget is paramount. So
it is for that reason that the opposition will be opposing the government business program.
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (13:13): Can I say that I am extremely disappointed that today of all
days the opposition is opposing the government business program—a very robust business program,
I might say, that includes a number of bills that reduce the regulatory burden both on businesses and
on councils and indeed paves the way for an uptick in housing developments in our state. It is a
program that is about creating and sustaining jobs in regional Victoria. Indeed the Transport
Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 supports this government’s Big Build project, a project I might say
that currently employs 15 000 Victorians. That is the program that you are opposing—a program that
is about jobs and economic recovery—and there has never been a more important time than right now
to support a program that delivers on these things. Because ‘the COVID’, as described by the member
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for Rowville, is currently responsible for in fact 56 000 million confirmed cases across the world—I
just checked this on the BBC site—and 1.2 million deaths.
Mr Newbury: 56 000 million?
Ms THOMAS: 56 million confirmed cases. Oh, I am sorry. I will just check the website again.
Mr Newbury: Why don’t you google it?
Ms THOMAS: I did google it. There are 50 million cases.
Members interjecting.
Ms THOMAS: Indeed I am. The point being that the COVID thing is actually ravaging the world
and here we are in Victoria with our Parliament sitting. It is great to be here. We have got four very
important bills that are about supporting the economic recovery of our state, and the opposition is
opposing the program.
I might also just say a few words about Remembrance Day. Of course this is an extremely solemn day
and one on which we will all be taking that moment to reflect on the sacrifice of so many of our fellow
Australians for our great nation and for the democracy that we enjoy here in this country. But can I
say that I know in my electorate those returned soldiers are not looking for pomp and pageantry around
this and that a minute’s silence can be something that we can all undertake in whatever way we choose.
Indeed, I am not sure, as the member noted, of the final arrangements, but I will tell you what: I am
not that concerned about it either because I will be taking the time tomorrow—
A member interjected.
Ms THOMAS: I do not need to do it in the public eye. I will be taking the time to remember and
to reflect on the sacrifices made. I know that service personnel in my electorate understand full well
this government’s commitment to veterans. It is a Labor government that delivers for veterans, and
that is what we will continue to do. We will take that opportunity tomorrow for a minute’s silence to
show our respect and to reflect on our admiration for the courage and sacrifice of so many.
Again, it is very disappointing in this sitting week that the opposition are opposing this program. I will
say it again: it is a program that is about creating jobs, getting things done, ensuring that our state is
well placed to recover from the COVID pandemic—a global pandemic that has taken lives all around
the world. If we look to Europe, if we look to the US—
Can I take this opportunity to congratulate President-elect Biden and Vice-President-elect Harris—
two people who will take the virus seriously and get on with restoring the health and wellbeing of the
people of the United States. This is an excellent government business program. I commend the Leader
of the House for bringing it to this place. (Time expired)
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (13:18): I am pleased to follow the member for Macedon on
the government business program. She just talked about Joe Biden, and I recall him saying a couple
of weeks ago that there were 200 million Americans who had died from COVID, so there is a
consistency in people getting their numbers wrong on that. I am not having a go at the member for
Macedon because we all make those mistakes.
What I will have a go at her about, though, when it comes to COVID, which has obviously affected
the government business program, is that comparison that we hear every week from this government
between here and the US or Europe. Never do we hear a comparison with the other states. Yesterday
the figures on deaths across Australia, and of course every death is absolutely regrettable, were: in
South Australia, four; in Western Australia, nine; in Queensland, six; in New South Wales, 53; and in
Victoria, 819. Let us not compare ourselves with the US or Ireland or Italy or Spain or the UK, let us
have a look at what is happening in the rest of the country here in Australia. The member from
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Macedon talked about responsibility. Well, it is about time this government took responsibility for the
second wave it caused.
Now, on the government business program, we have seen, as the Manager of Opposition Business
suggested, that the sitting arrangements have been all over the shop. We acknowledge that this has
been a difficult year. I think the Manager of Opposition Business has worked well with the Leader of
the House. I am sure for both of them it was through gritted teeth and with pulled hair at times in trying
to get the arrangements in place. We have had significantly reduced amounts of sitting, so to give us
one week back is welcome, but let us not kid ourselves that the Parliament has been extremely active
throughout this year. So that extra sitting week in December is the least we could ask for.
As the Manager of Opposition Business indicated, really this is all about managing the political impact.
The government has been prevaricating for months now about when the budget would actually be held
and finally, I think only last week, came out and said, ‘24 November it will be held’. You can imagine
the discussion going on between the Premier’s office, the Treasurer’s office and the Leader of the
House’s office about the timing, because it will be all timed for maximum political advantage and with
the context of the Coate inquiry and when that was going to be released. It is all just very convenient
that now the budget is end of November, we will have Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
(PAEC) hearings into December and we will not see the Coate inquiry until 21 December, when
everyone is already asleep for the Christmas break. It is just all a bit too convenient for this government.
The one thing I might add though is that the Manager of Opposition Business did not consider with
respect to PAEC that putting the PAEC hearings for both the COVID inquiry and the budget estimates
inquiry back somewhat should ensure that there are looser restrictions in place, and we should be
having PAEC hearings in person so that we actually do not have the technical issues that have plagued
the hearings so far this year. It just happens to have been whenever there has been a minister appearing
that the internet has broken down and we have lost the feed, so I hope it will be the case that we will
have the opportunity to actually speak face to face through those hearings.
This week I note the comments about Remembrance Day. It is a very sacred day on our calendar, and
it is disappointing that we will be sitting, for all of us. No-one is going to be able to go out to any
events, and indeed few of those events are happening. There will be an event on the front steps of
Parliament but every RSL and commemoration across the state is restricted to 10 people, so the
question remains: what is happening at Parliament? Is there going to be an exemption for Parliament?
I think we all agree, on this side at least, that there should be at least up to 50 allowed at Remembrance
Day ceremonies, as there is for any religious ceremony across the state at the moment. But the question
is: RSLs are restricted to 10, so is the Parliament any different? It would be useful if the government
would actually clarify that for us.
The other thing—very quickly—that I think should be on the agenda along with the four bills that the
government has listed is: what is the road forward dealing with COVID? We have heard a lot from
the government about restrictions and about the need to stay vigilant—that there is no vaccine yet.
Well, what is the plan? There is again no debate this week scheduled for the government to outline
how we go forward living with COVID, and that is a failure in this government business program.
Mr FOWLES (Burwood) (13:23): It is my pleasure to rise to make a contribution around the
government business program, and I do so having listened very carefully to the member for Rowville,
having listened very carefully to his characterisation of the changes in the Parliament’s sittings this
year as ‘chaotic’. I find that to be a laughable characterisation, because it presupposes that there was
not something going on—you know, that there was not a bit happening outside of the walls of this
chamber. Nothing could be more chaotic than the year we have endured. Nothing could be more
chaotic than the impacts of a global pandemic—or, as the member for Rowville likes to refer to it, ‘the
COVID’. So like the virus, there has been chaos inflicted on this house, there has been chaos inflicted
on Victorians, there has been chaos inflicted on the world economy and there has been chaos
apparently inflicted on the opposition’s response to the virus, which has lurched from one extreme to
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the other as they have attempted to grapple with the realities of an extremely difficult set of
circumstances whilst trying to appease their base and simultaneously behave like adults—and have
managed to fail on both scores.
So the sitting calendar of course has responded, and responded appropriately, to the circumstances in
which we find ourselves. Perhaps responding to the real circumstances might assist the member for
Gippsland South too, because he wants Parliament not to be sitting on Remembrance Day so that he
can go to some non-existent events. There is this sort of confected outrage about us sitting on
Remembrance Day because the member for Gippsland South wants to go and attend events that do
not exist. That too of course is a spurious point and an opportunity to sort of attempt to take a bit of a
swing at the government over the government business program, but of course it is utterly without
foundation.
The member for Gippsland South wants to talk about the road forward. Isn’t that a terrific opportunity
to talk about the budget that will land on 24 November—a budget that will absolutely chart the course
for Victorians as we build a recovery and as we work our way out of this extraordinarily difficult year.
It will be an opportunity to talk about the investment required to rebuild the economy and to assist
everyone who has been doing it so very tough over the course of 2020. It is going to be terrific to have
that road forward beautifully made out. And as much as the member for Gippsland South is troubled
by the fact that there is no specific debate around some of these matters this week, I can assure him
and I can assure all members opposite that the budget will absolutely present a very clear path to
recovery for Victoria.
Remembrance Day is of course an important event, and whilst I do not share the cynicism of members
opposite about the arrangements being put in place for that, I think it is appropriate that we do as a
Parliament, whether publicly or privately, take a moment to honour the sacrifice of those who fell,
particularly in the First World War, that first war we fought as a nation. It is going to look different
this year in just the same way as Anzac Day looked different this year. Nothing much looks the same
in 2020. I think it is important that we take the opportunity to recognise that sacrifice, to honour the
fallen, and to do so in a way that is appropriate to the times, appropriate to the place and appropriate
to where we find ourselves not just within the sitting calendar but indeed within the sitting week.
I thank the Leader of the House, and I thank you, Deputy Speaker, and the Speaker for helping to
facilitate that appropriate pause tomorrow in order that we can appropriately recognise Remembrance
Day. That is the right thing to do. It is the right thing to do, and it is the thing we ought always to do
in this place—to take the appropriate time to pause and reflect on the sacrifices that many others have
made in years gone by.
This a very full program. It is a busy program. It is a program that absolutely speaks to a government
that has a full agenda and is determined to get on with the job, to get on with building the Victorian
recovery, to get on with making sure that we get ourselves back in 2021 to where we all want to be. I
commend it to the house.
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton) (13:28): I am very pleased to rise for the first time to speak on the
government business program. Parliamentary procedure is something that has interested me for a long
time. In fact in a past life I for a number of years ran the federal Parliament for the Liberal Party and
the state Parliament thereafter.
This government business program shows how pathetic and disorganised this Parliament is. It shows
how directionless this government is. It shows how little substance and how little agenda this
government has, with bills that would not even be debated in the main federal chamber. In fact only this
morning the government approached the opposition and sought assistance because they were not able
to fill the speakers list for the rest of the day on the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous
Amendments Bill 2020. They sought help in bringing on another bill today to debate. Normally this
chamber is not knee-deep in substance. I would say to Victorians: when you watch the chamber later
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today, certainly do not judge us by the contributions of the Labor backbench on this one bill. The debate
on this bill later today is going to be really looking at the dregs of the contributions in this chamber.
This government has used Parliament for two reasons, and they have used Parliament for only two
reasons. They have used Parliament to extend the Premier’s power, and we have seen that time and
time again over recent months. They have haphazardly brought Parliament back to extend the
Premier’s power. Secondly, they have used it to rubberstamp the limit of the government’s taxpayerfunded credit card. Those are the only two reasons why this chamber has been brought back. When
we look at the sitting days, at the number of sitting days the Parliament is sitting this year, the number
of days we are sitting this year is less than the last four election years. It is extraordinary.
A member interjected.
Mr NEWBURY: Compare it to the other chambers around Australia. The commonwealth,
58 days; New South Wales, in the 40s; South Australia, in the 40s; Tasmania, in the 40s. We are sitting
at less than 40 days this year. There is no doubt that this is the laziest chamber in the nation—
30-something days, it is embarrassing. We know, Leader of the House, why the focus has not been on
this chamber, because someone has been spending more time having quiet coffees in the corners of
Parliament House. Their supporters are talking them up because they share the same initials as the
Prime Minister of New Zealand. The woman who could save Victoria, the Leader of the House, who
has been having quiet coffees around this Parliament more so than—
Members interjecting.
Mr NEWBURY: Absolutely legitimate, Manager of Opposition Business. I will pass you a copy.
Having coffees around Parliament House with her backbench colleagues instead of running this
chamber. This chamber is sitting haphazardly, it is sitting for the purposes of extending the Premier’s
power, it is sitting for the purpose—
Ms Thomas: On a point of order, Deputy Speaker, as much as we are enjoying listening to the
member for Brighton make a complete fool of himself, he is not talking to the government business
program.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no point of order. The member’s time has expired.
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 14
Addison, Ms
Bull, Mr J
Cheeseman, Mr
Couzens, Ms
Cupper, Ms

Fowles, Mr
Hall, Ms
Horne, Ms
McGuire, Mr
Pakula, Mr

Pearson, Mr
Richards, Ms
Richardson, Mr
Thomas, Ms

Noes, 9
Hodgett, Mr
McCurdy, Mr
Newbury, Mr

Northe, Mr
O’Brien, Mr D
Sheed, Ms

Southwick, Mr
Vallence, Ms
Wells, Mr

Motion agreed to.
Register of opinion on motion
Ayes
Ms Allan, Mr Andrews, Ms Blandthorn, Mr Brayne, Mr Carbines, Mr Carroll, Ms Connolly,
Ms Crugnale, Ms D’Ambrosio, Mr Dimopoulos, Mr Donnellan, Mr Edbrooke, Mr Eren, Mr Foley,
Mr Fregon, Ms Green, Ms Halfpenny, Mr Halse, Mr Hamer, Ms Hennessy, Ms Hutchins, Mr Kennedy,
Ms Kilkenny, Mr Maas, Mr McGhie, Mr Merlino, Ms Neville, Mr Pallas, Mr Scott, Ms Settle,
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Ms Spence, Mr Staikos, Ms Suleyman, Mr Tak, Mr Taylor, Ms Theophanous, Ms Ward, Ms Williams,
Mr Wynne
Noes
Mr Rowswell
Members statements
COVID-19
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (13:38): In this statement I would like to congratulate the Leader of the
Opposition and the Liberal-Nationals for their Back to Work and Back in Business plan. This plan
provides a clear set of proposals to rebuild the Victorian economy. After the tragic second wave of
COVID-19, caused by the state Labor government’s hotel quarantine mismanagement, it is more
important than ever to have a plan.
This is not a plan for the next election in 2022—Victorians cannot wait that long. This plan is for
immediate action so that Victorians can overcome their concerns about providing for their families,
paying their mortgages and rent payments, educating their kids, keeping healthy and protecting elderly
Victorians. Due to the hard work of Victorians and the huge sacrifices they have had to make, this
state can start getting things back on track. The people of Victoria deserve a plan, they deserve hope
and they deserve to know exactly how the government is going to help them get back to work. This is
why this state Labor government must prioritise the needs of Victorians and start putting in place the
recommendations from this plan. Victorians have had to wait far too long for information from this
government. Many waited for months for road map updates just to be disappointed and forgotten
about. The damage that the harsh lockdowns caused to this state must not simply be forgotten. Many
are still struggling and will continue to struggle until the Liberal-Nationals Back to Work and Back in
Business plan is implemented.
JIM CUSACK
Mr PEARSON (Essendon—Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Regulatory Reform, Minister for
Government Services, Minister for Creative Industries) (13:40): I rise to acknowledge the great
contribution and public service of Jim Cusack. Jim has recently concluded a 15-year stint representing
the community he loves as a councillor for Myrnong ward in the City of Moonee Valley. Jim has
represented his Moonee Valley constituency over this time with integrity, decency and an unwavering
focus on fairness. He genuinely believes in consultation as a means to achieve meaningful local
outcomes, and in his councillor role he always sought to ensure that the community was heard.
As a proud member of the Australian Labor Party, Jim is a much-respected and friendly fixture at local
events, festivals and rallies. He is well known for being the first person to meet people in his front yard
and to discuss any issues of concern with neighbours passing by—listening, talking, problem-solving
and providing genuine grassroots public service and politics.
Jim stood firmly against the east–west link with other councillor colleagues, undoubtedly achieving
the best possible outcome for local residents. A passionate republican and eminently proud of his Irish
heritage, Jim Cusack can be rightly proud of the fantastic contribution he has made to his community,
because most of all he cared. Thank you so much, Jim, for your service to our community. You left
our place better than you found it. Stay safe and go well.
COVID-19
Mr HODGETT (Croydon) (13:42): For the last eight months music education in schools has been
adversely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. There has been an impact on student wellbeing and
disruption to learning in core curriculums from early childhood to VCE. As stated in the Australian
Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority 2011 report, students’ central knowledge, skills and
understanding in music have been proven to be gained in no other way except by playing and singing.
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Yet the Department of Education and Training has placed restrictions on the use of woodwind and
brass and singing in schools, limiting educational delivery to outdoor settings only.
Today we have only four active cases of COVID in the entire state, yet all students who learn music
as a subject or who sing or play blowing instruments are subject to significant limitations placed on
their learning. As an example of the restrictions, music students are not even allowed to sing the French
time names of notes for rhythmic dictation. Teachers are prevented from singing notes as part of key
learning explanations. Indoors, students are forced to shadow play their instruments. That is like
playing tennis without a tennis ball and with the coach not being able to see you. Whilst there is
evidence of aerosol transmission of COVID via singing and playing blowing instruments, there has
not been one documented case of COVID transmission in a music setting in Australia, yet all music
students are being treated as if they are a leading cause of virus transmission.
Music students are not asking for special exemptions. Currently students are allowed to play
basketball, get sweaty in close and pass a ball around. Indoor swimming lessons are allowed and gyms
are now back open, yet music students are denied the opportunity to learn and play their instruments
in a COVID-safe way. We are simply asking for parity. Singing as a method of teaching needs to
resume in class. Singing and blowing instrument lessons need to resume indoors in consultation with
music teachers in a COVID-safe way.
REMEMBRANCE DAY
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (13:43): This week there will be a Remembrance Day like no
other. We will not be able to gather like we normally do in our local community at 11.00 am to reflect
on the service and sacrifice of the hundreds of thousands of Australian men and women who have
served our great nation across various conflicts. But just like we did for Anzac Day it is a time to come
together and reflect, whether it is online or in our local communities, on the incredible service and
sacrifice of our veterans. It has been a really tough year, and we know from engagement with our local
RSLs and our broader community the impact that this pandemic has had on the mental health and
wellbeing of our veterans. Remembrance Day, like Anzac Day, is a time for our veterans locally to
come together to get that support, to catch up with people in their local community and to
commemorate those that never made it home and the ultimate sacrifices they made.
On behalf of our local community we want to reflect on Remembrance Day. We will lay roses like we
do each and every year at Longbeach RSL in Chelsea, and we will reflect on the service and sacrifice
of our men and women—just like we did when we did the stand-to for Anzac Day. We will pay our
respects and conduct our commemorations during this time. We look forward to catching up with our
veterans as soon as we can safely gather. We know it has been a hard slog, but we know that our
community absolutely love and cherish everything that you have done for our nation and all the rights
and liberties that we enjoy today.
STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton) (13:45): Saving minds is just as important as saving lives. Beyond
Blue has found that one in five children between 11 and 17 are experiencing high or very high levels
of psychological stress. A Victorian Student Representative Council Congress report has found there
is a lack of consistent quality mental health education in the school curriculum, which is contributing
to stigma and a lack of awareness around mental health. But this data has a human face. Only days
ago young Athenie of Oakleigh took her own life. Her father has spoken out in the hope of raising
awareness and said the isolation of COVID-19 and the exams were the cause. Addressing the mental
health epidemic is urgent and requires far more significant intervention and awareness raising.
MENTAL HEALTH
Mr NEWBURY: Parents are doing it tough. A Melbourne Institute and University of Melbourne
study found that Victorian parents have suffered a spike in mental and financial stress. Mental distress
has exploded, rising from 7 per cent to almost one in five, 18 per cent. The report also found a quarter
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of working parents who have a child aged between five and 11 are currently experiencing high mental
distress.
HAMPTON PLANNING
Mr NEWBURY: Hampton is under attack from the state government. Labor’s planning scheme
encourages inappropriate development in my community. It also allows heritage homes to be ripped
down. The government does not care about protecting heritage or that developers are building
towering apartment blocks on every block. Over 1400 people have signed a petition against one
proposal, with Debbie stating:
The assault on our community needs to stop.

NAIDOC WEEK
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) (13:46): This week is NAIDOC Week, and the theme, ‘Always Was,
Always Will Be’, holds great significance across communities. NAIDOC Week is a time to reflect on
and celebrate the history, culture and achievements of First Nations people, recognising them as the
traditional owners of the land. In Geelong the community will celebrate with a number of events and
online activities to highlight this and educate the broader community about this beautiful—and
oldest—culture in the world.
RENEWABLE ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE
Ms COUZENS: The Geelong region is excited that one of the world’s largest batteries will be built
at the Moorabool terminal station to boost the state’s energy reliability, drive down electricity prices
and support Victoria’s transition to renewable energy as well as create local jobs as we take steps
towards a COVID normal. The Victorian Big Battery will create more than 85 local jobs and deliver
over $200 million in investments into the Geelong region. With climate change resulting in hotter
summers, demand for electricity is rising at peak times. At the same time, Victoria’s ageing coal-fired
generators are becoming increasingly unreliable, creating a need for additional capacity to safeguard
the state’s power supply.
COMMUNITY SPORT
Ms COUZENS: Victorian kids deserve the chance to get outside and be active, and we will be
supporting over 100 000 children to get back on the pitch, the court, the nets— (Time expired)
DEER CONTROL
Ms VALLENCE (Evelyn) (13:48): This Andrews Labor government has failed to take the feral
deer problem in Victoria seriously. Labor’s deer management strategy, released two years too late, has
nothing of substance. It is a waste of taxpayer dollars on a plan to make more plans. Their so-called
strategy replaces deer management zones with a deer control framework but provides no immediate
action to protect our native environment and agricultural crops or to reduce the risk of serious road
accidents. Feral deer are out of control now. Local communities are fed up, and it is about time that
Labor get out of their metro bubble, take this problem seriously and act now to minimise the risk to
lives and Victoria’s biodiversity.
ROTARY CLUB OF WANDIN
Ms VALLENCE: Despite the challenges and hardships of the COVID pandemic, the volunteer
spirit in my local community is strong. I pay tribute to the Rotary Club of Wandin on an amazing job
supporting vulnerable people and children in our local community. Wandin Rotary donated over
1000 Yarra Valley apples to local primary school students, they supplied food hampers and fresh Yarra
Valley fruit to many local families who have lost work and are doing it tough in these times, they
donated three snazzy new scooters to disadvantaged kids to help them get to and from school, and they
have been running a free coffee service for local emergency services workers. To club president Paul
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Martin and all Wandin Rotarians, thank you for your generosity and everything you do for our local
community.
AUSTRALIAN MUSIC MONTH
Mr FREGON (Mount Waverley) (13:49): Last year at this time I noticed that November is
Australian Music Month, and in a year when we proudly passed what is now the Gender Equality
Act 2020 I noticed that my contribution mentioned Boys in Town. This year we said goodbye to
Melbourne’s own Helen Reddy, so before I hear my female colleagues say, ‘I am woman, hear me
roar’, I will be Brave as Everyone’s Waiting. What am I expected to do? Shout ‘Man Overboard’?
This year certainly had us Spinning Around. The pandemic has dominated our days. On a bad day we
were Torn. As numbers went up we, like many places in the world, had to Lock It Up. My Island Home
has been through a lot, and we would all have preferred it to have been Painless. None of us have been
Untouched, and 2020 will quite possibly leave you with a Scar. But even during a pandemic our Big
Build continues. We were Born to Try, and in April the Toorak Road level crossing was removed,
amongst many. That day I thought On A Night Like This, Even When I’m Sleeping, the Andrews
government is removing the Chains on our roads.
We have continued the greatest investment in education, but It’s Only the Beginning. Remote learning
has been hard for our students and parents, and we are here thinking About You. We will tailor support
that will be Made for You. In the midst of the worst we saw the best of ourselves. ‘We are all in this
together’ became our new mantra. Our healthcare workers, our Ordinary People, became our heroes,
each one our Superman Supergirl. We are Heading in the Right Direction. To absolutely everyone in
the Mount Waverley district, I say: there is something very Special About You.
RICHARD MARSH
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (13:51): Today I would like to pay my respects to Richard Marsh,
who passed away in September this year. Richard was a loving husband to Marie and loving father to
their children. Richard lived a full life as a farmer in northern Victoria and the Riverina. As a strong
Nationals member, Richard held many positions within the party and was always available on hand
on polling days with Marie for as long as was required. Richard was honoured with life membership
of the National Party. We have many fine gentlemen in country Victoria, and Richard Marsh was one
of the finest. Vale, Richard Marsh.
COVID-19
Mr McCURDY: I call on the Andrews government to remove the mandatory wearing of masks in
regional Victoria. Many people in the Ovens Valley continue to ask me, ‘When will the masks be
removed?’. In some regions there has been no COVID cases and in other areas minimal cases. People
are tired of being treated like little children. There are times that masks should be worn, like
supermarkets, public transport, Bunnings and other confined shops, but not going for a walk in the
park or filling your car with petrol, and of course tradies this summer will struggle to work effectively
if mandatory mask wearing continues.
CAMPING REGULATION
Mr McCURDY: This week the upper house will consider the camping on riverfront legislation,
the Parks and Crown Land Legislation Amendment Bill 2019. I have been inundated by farmers who
hold leases on public land, and they are absolutely frustrated with the Victorian government’s lack of
consultation on this issue. Permission to camp is a simple way that everyone can be assured of a fair
outcome. Some farmers live within 50 metres of the leased land and will be subjected to noisy campers
on their doorsteps. Granting permission by the leaseholder is one simple way of ensuring that campers
will be respectful of the locals who live close by and of the environment and the ongoing sustainability
of river management.
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HOPPERS CROSSING SOCCER CLUB
Ms CONNOLLY (Tarneit) (13:52): Hoppers Crossing Soccer Club is one of the largest and most
popular soccer clubs in my electorate. In fact I got to know them very well during the campaign trail
in the lead-up to the 2018 state election. They are a great bunch of volunteers, mums and dads, who
help run the club day in, day out. While cheering on the team from the sidelines, we discussed what
the club needed the most, and that was a second set of lights. If the club had a second set of lights,
more training sessions and more games could be played later into the evening. I was keen to see the
club not only expand but also get more people right across Wyndham involved in sport and to be
physically active, which is why I will always be a vocal supporter of installing more lights on existing
sporting ovals in my local community, because it will enable more people to play and get fit.
In late 2018 I joined the Treasurer and member for Werribee down at the clubhouse to announce
$300 000 for more lighting at the Grange Reserve. It was a wonderful announcement, and I remember
the moment well. Now, with construction complete, I am looking forward to once again joining the
club to officially switch on those lights and celebrate a major milestone and win for this local
community.
I am so proud of our government’s continued investment in grassroots community sports clubs like
Hoppers Crossing Soccer Club. Like our local schools, these clubs are the cornerstone of our
communities and must be looked after. To the volunteers, the players, the parents and everyone else
involved with Hoppers Crossing Soccer Club, I say to you a huge congratulations. You deserve these
lights, and they are finally being delivered. I know the club is destined for great things in 2021, and I
cannot wait to be a part of it.
RABBI JONATHAN SACKS
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (13:54): I quote:
The world we build tomorrow is born in the stories we tell our children today. Politics moves the pieces.
Education changes the game.

These are the profound words of Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, who passed away on Saturday. Rabbi Sacks
is recognised as one of the greatest leaders of our generation. His books, his teachings and his speeches
have inspired millions, and his passing is a great loss to the world. He is being mourned and
remembered by the Jewish community, but also more broadly. He served as the chief rabbi of the
commonwealth from 1991 to 2013. His words of wisdom inspired many, and he has been quoted by
Christians, Muslims, Buddhists and others, including political leaders such as the Prime Minister of
Australia, Scott Morrison.
While it is sad that he has passed, his legacy and inspirational teachings will continue to make the
world a better place for generations to come. As Rabbi Sacks said:
True freedom requires the rule of law and justice, and a judicial system in which the rights of some are not
secured by the denial of rights to others.

May the words and inspirations of the leader guide us as members of the Parliament of Victoria and
elected representatives of this great country of Australia.
KRISTALLNACHT
Mr SOUTHWICK: I also want to acknowledge Kristallnacht, the night of the broken glass or the
beginning of the Holocaust. March of the Living commemorated the 82nd anniversary with a light
show, being able to put memories on the old city and also the Frankfurt synagogue. May their
memories live forever.
MARIAN PAWLIK
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) (13:55): It is with great sadness and with a heavy heart that I rise
today to speak on the passing of a great man and a dear friend, Marian Pawlik, OAM. I would like to
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send my deepest condolences to his wife, Barbara, his family and friends and all of the Polish
Community Council of Victoria for this dear loss. I acknowledge the incredible legacy Marian has left
behind as president of the Polish Community Council of Victoria, the organisation he worked tirelessly
for for over 20 years. Through his work Marian made deep and lasting contributions to the Polish
community of Australia, particularly to the Polish history and culture and to supporting the Polish
Jewish dialogue. Marian’s dedicated work was widely recognised. He was awarded the Order of
Australia Medal, the Henryk Sławik Award and the Commander’s Cross from the President of Poland.
Marian was a great man who acted with integrity, wisdom and loyalty. This is a huge loss to the Polish
community in Australia and to not only the Polish community but the wider community of Victoria.
He will be dearly missed by all who knew him. I will miss him very, very much—his advice, his
friendship and most of all his loyalty over the many years. Thank you for all the work that you did.
Vale, Marian Pawlik.
COVID-19
Dr READ (Brunswick) (13:57): As we emerge from lockdown blinking in the sunlight, I want to
thank everyone in my electorate of Brunswick for the way you have handled the last four months.
Maybe you were working from home or you were out of work, you were cooped up alone or with small
children, you juggled home schooling and work from home, you could not visit family or friends or you
cancelled events or long-planned projects, yet within days of the announcement that they were required,
masks were on every face, the streets were empty after dark and you all kept your distance from one
another. But instead of complaining, so many of you set about helping others. Local WhatsApp groups
sprang up, Good Karma networks offered support for neighbours who needed it and notes or gifts were
left on front doorsteps. You supported local restaurants by ordering takeaway and you helped get the
incidence of COVID down from above 700 infections a day to zero. We were not sure that this would
work, I was not sure that this would work, but it did, and many other countries have failed to achieve
this. That we can now safely enjoy each other’s company is thanks to your efforts.
REMEMBRANCE DAY
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) (13:58): Tomorrow is Remembrance Day, and I would like
to take the opportunity to recognise and remember all those who have died, lost or suffered in wars,
conflicts and peace operations around our world. This year, like any other, we will pause and reflect
on the great sacrifice made by men and women in past wars, and we will never forget the impact of
these events on the lives of veterans and their families.
I would also like to take the opportunity to acknowledge the work and commitment of the three RSLs
that service my local community—the Coburg RSL, the Pascoe Vale RSL and the Glenroy RSL—and
particularly acknowledge their presidents: at Coburg, Michael Pianta; at Pascoe Vale, Tom Parkinson;
and at Glenroy, Ken White. These organisations play an important role in connecting people in our
community, in looking out for one another and in continually honouring and supporting those who have
served and their loved ones. This year, though, has brought great challenges for our community, and
the presidents of our local clubs and their members have worked tirelessly to ensure that the members
of their clubs feel safe and well and have been supported through these difficult times.
The global pandemic has had an impact on local RSLs and on their ability to provide these services to
their local areas, but yet they have risen to the challenge and they have found in particular that there
are new ways that they can adapt their commemorative events. This year, marking the
75th anniversary of World War II, has been particularly significant. Our RSLs, our veterans, their
families, friends and the wider communities that they service have truly united this year in getting
involved in online and at-home commemorative services, and we thank them.
COVID-19
Mr BLACKWOOD (Narracan) (14:00): The cost of COVID on small business has been massive,
not just the period of shutdown with no income but now as we reopen managing the reopening within
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current COVID restrictions is adding great cost in a restrained operating environment. As Simon Duck
from the Noojee Hotel explained, the extra cleaning staff, a person to check ID and numbers, and
another to manage social distancing puts his business over the payroll tax threshold. Something must
be done to assist small business as we recover and get slowly back to normal.
The Liberal-Nationals Back to Work and Back in Business plan outlines a pathway to assist businesses
through the next two years. Our back to work plan would raise the payroll tax threshold so businesses
do not pay this tax on the first $10 million of payroll until 30 June 2022. It would freeze fees and
charges for businesses until 30 June 2022, including business licensing fees and labour hire
registration scheme fees, and it would place a moratorium on the employer levy under the long service
leave portability scheme. We would provide WorkCover premium relief to businesses to 30 June 2022
and bring manufacturing back home to Victoria by establishing a $1 billion bringing manufacturing
home fund to encourage manufacturers to locate their facilities in Victoria. We would prioritise
support for industries of national importance, such as PPE manufacture, medical research, defence
procurement, pharmaceuticals and rare-earth processing. We would invest in a Victorian-made
marketing campaign to showcase the quality and benefits of locally produced— (Time expired)
COVID-19
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (14:01): Priority one for the President-elect of the United States
of America is to form a task force to fight the coronavirus. Victoria should offer to partner in this quest
as the beating heart of Australia’s medical research and to further our relationship with Joe Biden, who
came to Melbourne in 2016 for our collaboration in the Cancer Moonshot. Declaring his admiration
for the billion-dollar jewel in Australia’s medical research crown, Joe Biden highlighted the
international significance of the collaboration of 10 leading cancer organisations crucially locating
patient care, clinical trials, research and education on one super-site in Melbourne. The Premier
defined the significance when he said:
One hundred Victorians are diagnosed every day with cancer, close to 1000 die every month. It’s everybody’s
business.

The COVID-19 pandemic has proven how we are all connected. A compounding side effect is the
impact on the diagnosis and treatment of cancer sufferers. Victoria’s experience through the work of
our internationally acclaimed medical research would be another valuable asset to extend the Cancer
Moonshot.
No-one is immune to COVID-19, but it stalks inequality. Anger in America remains with people who
feel left behind by inequality, globalisation and digitisation. For this reason I invite the Prime Minister
and the Premier to Broadmeadows to visit CSL, where any vaccine against the coronavirus will be
manufactured for Australia, to show how we are advancing together.
COMMUNITY SPORT
Ms THEOPHANOUS (Northcote) (14:03): I rise to acknowledge the incredible efforts of our
much-loved local sporting clubs in what has been an incredibly challenging year for players, clubs and
fans. While we have all been apart, our local clubs have been working hard to stay afloat and keep our
community connected. Recently I had the opportunity to speak with many of our local sports clubs as
part of a virtual round table I hosted in the Northcote electorate. We had a really diverse mix of clubs,
from netball to football, to cricket, canoeing, swimming, golfing and even the local rifle club. I heard
about the vital difference our community sport survival grants have made during this period, the
challenges clubs have faced, particularly in maintaining their memberships, and their hopes for the
future. We also spoke about the incredible opportunity our $21 million voucher program will create
to involve more kids in community sport by helping families meet the costs of equipment, uniforms
or memberships. This will make a huge difference in making sure kids do not miss out on the joy of
being on the field or on the court or on the pitch with their friends.
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Critically we spoke about community sport infrastructure in the Northcote electorate and the need to
keep investing to upgrade and expand our sports facilities. We have already had some amazing
upgrades and new facilities, like the brand new netball courts at our local schools and the ones being
built at Yarra Bend and John Cain Memorial Park. And we have seen important upgrades to Mayer
Park, new change rooms at Sir Douglas Nicholls oval and a new pavilion at WH Robinson Reserve.
But there is more to do, and I am excited to work with our clubs to get it done.
REGIONAL TOURISM
Mr CHEESEMAN (South Barwon) (14:04): Regional tourism is of course worth billions of
dollars in gross domestic product to the state of Victoria. It supports many tens of thousands of small
businesses and hundreds of thousands of jobs, and it provides an opportunity for Victorians to take a
well-earned break.
Of course because of the very, very hard work of ordinary Victorians we have been able to curtail the
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, and as a consequence of that the ring of steel is able to be removed
and has been today. I am encouraging all Victorians to take the opportunity to explore our regions.
Not only will that provide a fantastic economic boost to regional Victoria, it will of course provide
that opportunity for Melburnians to get out, to go camping, to go surfing, to go fishing, to go
bushwalking, to go boating—all of those fantastic things that you can only ever really do in regional
Victoria. This coming summer will very much provide that opportunity for Melburnians to get out to
our regions, to support those small businesses, to support those jobs and to provide that much-needed
economic stimulus to those communities.
DOROTHY HANSEN
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (14:06): Life is not infinite, but those we love with all our hearts can make
us feel like it is and make us feel like they will be with us forever. Perhaps it is because from our
earliest of days they love us unconditionally. They show us unparalleled warmth, kindness, wisdom
and generosity that seems boundless and never-ending. They leave us in awe of their sweeping
knowledge and in awe of their stories and the world that they have seen. But for all of us life does end,
and last week my family and I farewelled our beautiful Nan, who after 94 years has left an indelible
impression on this world. My Nan, Dot Hansen, was born in the northern suburbs of Melbourne in
1926. By the time she was 13 she had lived through the Great Depression and her country was about
to go to war. At 13, partly because of the unfolding situation in Europe, the educational prospects for
girls at the time and the fact that the family could not afford to keep her in school even with a
scholarship, Nan left to work in a biscuit factory, though she dreamed of being a nurse. To make sure
her family never went without, Nan worked many different jobs: catering at the races, at the Royal
Melbourne Show and at the post office, and finally finishing her working life as a lab tech at the Walter
and Eliza Hall Institute. Nan and Pop raised four wonderful children—Harry, Lesley, Jenny and
Karen—and she was an amazing Nan to her 12 grandchildren, 12 great-grandchildren and one greatgreat-grandchild. Nan cherished every one of us. Your warmth, kindness, compassion, care and love
for your family and friends is something that will stay with us forever. Rest in peace, beautiful Nan.
COVID-19
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (14:07): I would like to thank and congratulate each and every
Victorian for their hard work and commitment to stop the spread of the coronavirus. My community
of Narre Warren South worked extremely hard and made incredible sacrifices to help get us to where
we Victorians find ourselves now—at 11 days straight of zero cases and zero deaths. I truly thank all
of them for their steely determination as well as their patience. My electorate office staff and I managed
to call many thousands of our most vulnerable community members to offer our support. Quite a few
were doing it tough. I especially thank them for their resilience and for maintaining hope that better
days would come after radically altering their lives to keep safe during this difficult and unusual time
in our history.
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Our frontline workers have always been there too, including doctors, nurses, healthcare workers,
police, SES, non-government agencies, food banks and charity groups. Our retail, food, logistics and
warehouse workers also kept the shelves full. Our teachers and early childcare educators did not flinch
and just kept on working, and what a stellar job they continue to do. Thank you.
Many doubted that the road map was right. Many doubted that Victorians could actually get to the
zero daily cases that we are now seeing. Many doubted the science. But no-one on this side of the
chamber doubted the will of Victorians. Victorians, including my local community of Narre Warren
South, have met the challenge. I would like to take this opportunity to offer my condolences also to
those who lost loved ones during the coronavirus pandemic.
Bills
CONSUMER AND OTHER ACTS MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS BILL 2020
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms HENNESSY:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Government amendments circulated by Ms HORNE under standing orders.
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (14:10): I am pleased to rise this afternoon to make a contribution in
relation to the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020. Before I get into the
substance of the bill and the many comments that I wish to make in relation to it, I just want to preface
my substantive comments by saying we have just had distributed to us some house amendments in
relation to this particular bill and I think that that reflects the shambolic nature of this government. I
do not blame the minister, who is at the table, or indeed her predecessor, but I blame the Premier and
the manager of government business because, as we heard earlier today in the debate regarding the
government business program, this government and its government business program are shambolic.
What we have here with these amendments that have just been dropped before us is 17 amendments.
I should note that I was grateful last night to have received from the minister’s office these amendments
in advance. I thank her for that and her staff, but we have got here 17 amendments to a bill which has
been on the government backburner for the last five months. The bill was introduced here in the
Legislative Assembly in June this year and it has just sat around in abeyance for whatever reason,
reasons unbeknown to us of course—perhaps reasons unbeknown to the minister, perhaps reasons
unknown to anybody on the government side. But there it has sat, and as a result of it sitting there we
see that it has been overtaken by subsequent bills, some of which are now acts. We can see in the
amendments that we have before us clauses 2 to 10 that deal with the Victims of Crime Assistance
Act 1996 and clauses 11 to 16 that deal with the Victims of Crime Commissioner Act 2015, so those
particular components have been excised from this bill, having been, as I said, dealt with in other bills
earlier on in the Parliament’s sittings. So that is the preamble.
In relation to that I note, as was also mentioned in the debate about the government business program
this afternoon, just how shambolic this government is in relation to working out even when we are
sitting. I note that we were never supposed to be sitting today. We were supposed to be sitting next
week and then in the first week of December, but the government is just so out of control in relation
to its parliamentary agenda and the management of the important legislative business here in Victoria
that it was last evening at 4.46 pm that we as members received an email from the Clerk saying that
she had just been advised that the government intends for both chambers of Parliament to sit on the
following days in December: 8 to 10 December 2020. She says:
I understand this is instead of sitting 1–3 December.

She goes on:
The Parliament website will be updated shortly to reflect these changes.
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But it is just shambolic. We heard some people this afternoon say it is going to provide difficulties for
our staff who manage our diaries, and indeed it will. I know for sure in my own case it absolutely has,
because this morning, for the second time in three weeks, I have had to postpone being the guest
speaker at one of my local community groups. I am going to make sure they understand fully and
frankly just why that is the case. I was very keen to get there, but the shambolic nature of the
management of the legislative agenda and the Parliament by this government is just disgraceful. They
ought to be ashamed of themselves. We know, and I have said in here before, that anything done by
this government is only to maintain power and to protect itself. It is never for any altruistic motive, so
the motives in relation to the adjustments to these sitting weeks, especially in December, are not for
any altruistic reason. They will be to try to prevent scrutiny through the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee inquiry of various ministers and of course the Premier as well and just to make things sort
of disappear into the ether as we run up to the Christmas break.
They are my preliminary comments, because really and truly the people of Victoria deserve better than
what they are getting now in terms of the management of the legislative agenda from the government.
They need to be fully aware of what is going on here in Spring Street and the fact that the government
cannot manage the agenda. That, I guess, is not the only thing they cannot manage. We have heard in
other forums that they cannot manage money, with recent reports coming out, and particularly as we
all know—and I have spoken countless times in here in relation to this—of course they cannot manage
major projects. I will not get into all that now, but we can see there is evidence abounding in relation
to those major projects that have just completely blown the budgets left, right and centre. So we will
all wait with bated breath. A date has been set at the moment, Tuesday 24th, for the state budget here
in Victoria, but who knows—the government might decide to change it in the last few minutes or last
few days. Who will know? Probably as members of Parliament on this side of the house we will be
some of the last to know. That will expose the government in relation to its mismanagement not only
of the running of the Parliament itself but equally importantly of the finances here in Victoria.
If we turn to the bill, we can see that originally the bill was effectively, as I said, an omnibus bill that
amended 11 acts, and those acts are listed in clause 1 of the bill. They are the Associations
Incorporation Reform Act 2012; the Australian Consumer Law and Fair Trading Act 2012; the
Gambling Regulation Act 2003; the Liquor Control Reform Act 1998; the Residential Tenancies
Act 1997; the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018; the Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal Act 1998; the Rooming House Operators Act 2016; the two now removed bills, the Victims
of Crime Assistance Act 1996 and the Victims of Crime Commissioner Act 2015; and finally the
Working with Children Act 2005. I will make some more comments about that a little bit later on.
If we start going through those particular components, we can see in relation to the first particular bill,
the Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012, that there are two components there. The first one
clarifies the annual financial reporting requirements for tier 2 incorporated associations, and that
enables them to lodge either a review report or a copy of the audit report where the accounts have been
audited, and that is dealt with under clause 5. Clause 3 deals with references to the professional body,
which was formerly known as the Institute of Chartered Accountants and is now known as Chartered
Accountants Australia and New Zealand, and that is following its name change some little while ago.
I should put on record that I am a member of Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand. I
was looking back as I was preparing for this speech, and looking on my wall in my electorate office I
saw that I was actually admitted on 12 March 1985. I was thinking, ‘Boy, 35 years flies by in terms of
professional association’. I was very grateful to have advanced to fellowship on 20 May 2008—so
time certainly flies when you are having fun. But Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand
are an exceptional body—a great professional body—and have led the way in relation to many
accounting reforms and other taxation and important business-related matters over a very long period
of time, and I am very proud to be a member of that organisation.
The next bill that is dealt with here under part 3 is the amendment to the Australian Consumer Law
and Fair Trading Act 2012, and that is a very minor housekeeping matter, just changing the date in
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relation to an intergovernmental agreement to be ‘as in force from time to time’ rather than as at 2 July
2009, which was the date of the original agreement. That is dealt with in clause 6. Clause 7 fixes a
minor typographical error in the act.
Part 4 deals with the amendment of the Gambling Regulation Act 2003. There is a series of
amendments in relation to wagering and betting, keno and the monitoring licence. The substantive part
of this, and this goes on for quite a number of clauses from clause 8 through to clause 80, covers a
significant amount of detail and goes into the necessary requirements in relation to those changes. It
introduces a new definition of an approved keno game that differentiates keno games that are offered
by a Victorian licensee under the approval of the Victorian minister from those that are provided by
providers that are licenced or authorised outside of Victoria. So that is going to set them apart, and part
of the reason for that, as we can see part way through those particular clauses that I referred to, is that
we can see the introduction of the harm minimisation requirements that are outlined in detail within
those particular clauses. We can see that there is a whole range of other matters as well, but that is
dealt with by clause 61, which inserts a new part 7, ‘Harm minimisation directions—keno game
providers’. So that is dealt with there, as I said, under clause 61. That captures all the providers offering
keno games to Victoria irrespective of where they are licensed.
The bill also allows for more than one keno licence to be issued, under clause 9, and allows the minister
to specify the term of a licence rather than the previous fixed 10-year term, as noted in clause 52. There
are also other amendments regarding the streamlining of approval processes and application processes
in relation to that. The current keno licences held by Tabcorp are due to expire in April 2022, hence the
government is putting these reforms through now so that they will be in place well in advance of that.
In relation to other matters to do with the Gambling Regulation Act, I note in passing that of course
the Gambling Regulation Act covers Crown Casino and that the Victorian Commission for Gambling
and Liquor Regulation has the key role in relation to the management and review of the requirements
regarding the casino. I suppose I just want to note in passing—given that the licence for Crown Casino
was issued on 19 November 1993 and expires in 2050, having been extended by the current
government in previous terms—that it is important that the VCGLR is very diligent in its work.
I say that particularly in relation to the matters that are coming to light in public hearings in New South
Wales regarding the new casino that Crown is building up there and the fact that there has been public
evidence heard regarding some of the matters that have gone on there. I think some of the videotape
that has been played in those hearings showed people coming in with enormous bags of cash and
clearly laundering that cash—for whatever purpose, but certainly laundering it through the casino—
and as a result of that, I trust that the VCGLR is on top of matters down here in Victoria and is being
diligent in its role. I would urge the government to make sure that that is happening, because when
you have got a situation as we have here, with Crown being the single licensee regarding casinos here
in Victoria, it is essential that there are proper internal controls, proper internal checks and balances,
and that the regulator is doing its job in relation to this and is not being lazy, not being negligent or
just turning a blind eye to what is going on. So, as I said, that is particularly in light of the matters that
are in the public domain in New South Wales regarding that particular organisation.
The next particular act that is amended is the Liquor Control Reform Act 1998, which is under
clause 81, and that is just a consequential amendment pursuant to the changes in the Gambling
Regulation Act 2003.
We then turn to the Residential Tenancies Act 1997, which is covered under clauses 82 to 86, and that
deals with, again, a number of matters, fixing up typographical errors and doing some other minor
amendments. But the most substantive part of all that relates to caravan parks and certain notices to
vacate in relation to those, and it prescribes that they cannot be issued if the caravan park is to be
closed. That is dealt with under clauses 84 and 85.
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It also changes the repeal date of part 16 of the act from six months after its commencement to
26 September 2020. The reality of that is that clause 86 contains that particular repeal provision. When
this was raised in the briefing—which I think I thanked the Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming
and Liquor Regulation for before, but if I did not I thank her and her staff now for that briefing—it
was revealed that that particular provision is now redundant following the introduction earlier this year
of the COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2020, which
dealt with a whole lot of matters relating to the Residential Tenancies Act 1997. When questioned as
to how that would be outworked, the answer given was that this particular clause in the bill will not be
proclaimed and therefore will fail. I trust that it is correct that that is the way it will be dealt with, or
else there will be just even more confusion for the government and the legal counsel involved, I
suppose, who draft these matters. So that is my understanding in relation to that.
Part 7 of the bill deals with the amendments to the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018. That
covers quite a number of clauses as well, from clause 87 through to 102. There are a number of
technical and other corrections in relation to some of the terminology used and various updates to that
particular act. The primary matters that are dealt with there, aside from the technical amendments,
corrections and various other things, include matters such as clause 90 providing that the tenant must
reimburse the landlord for necessary repairs within 14 days of the repairs being finalised and clause 91
providing that certain terms are prohibited in a rooming house agreement, such as compulsory
insurance and other things like that. That is not in the bill, but that is what is in that section in the
substantive act.
Clause 94 provides for the tribunal to make an order amending an agreement for victims of family
violence, where the offender alone was on the lease. That is an important matter, because there can be
situations where there will be an offender who is the lessee and as a result of that perhaps the spouse
or partner of the offender may be sort of stuck because they perhaps cannot remain in the property or
there might be some other difficulty with the leasing situation. This is going to address that particular
matter so that either the tenant can either leave the premises early if it is a fixed term or cancel the
agreement or they can get a new agreement made—and VCAT can be involved in relation to that as
well, making sure that the innocent party, if you like, is protected in the midst of those very difficult
circumstances. Clause 95 deals with that same provision in terms of rooming houses, clause 96 deals
with it in relation to caravan parks and clause 97 deals with it in relation to site agreements. So it is
replicated in those four ways throughout those particular clauses of the bill. Clause 98 deals with an
order of the tribunal. That is a minor technical and cross-reference matter. It goes on: in clauses 99,
100, 101 and 102 there are various technical corrections and other matters there.
In relation to the next particular act—that is, the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal
Act 1998—there are a number of amendments there as well, particularly to provide for information
sharing between VCAT and the director of consumer affairs and the Residential Tenancies Bond
Authority. That is an important provision to enable information to be shared, particularly in relation to
the rental non-compliance register established by the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018.
That is to make sure that tenants that fail to meet their obligations are listed therein. There are some
secrecy provisions in section 34 of the VCAT act which would have inhibited that from happening if
this particular change was not made.
We then go on to a very minor amendment. Clause 104 deals with rooming house operators and
amends the Rooming House Operators Act 2016. That is a very basic matter that clarifies the ongoing
validity of a rooming house operator’s licence in respect of which an application for renewal has been
made and a decision is still pending, so clause 104 deals with that.
We then turn to the matters that I raised at the outset of my contribution, and that is part 9, which
amends the Victims of Crime Assistance Act 1996 and which the house amendments circulated a few
moments ago removes, so clauses 105 through to 112 are out. Part 10 is the amendments to the Victims
of Crime Commissioner Act 2015, and again pursuant to the house amendments that we just heard
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about a few moments ago clauses 113 through to 117 are out, so we do not need to make any further
comments in relation to that.
The final act which is dealt with in this particular bill is the Working with Children Act 2005. There
are various amendments there, particularly in relation to information sharing with the new national
reference system operated by the Australian Crime Commission. That is an online database of key
decisions made by all Australian jurisdictions’ working with children check agencies, in particular
decisions that resulted in an individual being prohibited from engaging in child-related work. The new
system will give effect to recommendation 3(a)(i) of the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. That recommendation called on states and territories to establish a
central database that is readily accessible to all jurisdictions to record working with children check
decisions. That is a very sensible matter of course, because we clearly do not want to have a situation
where someone can, having been rejected or been disqualified or been found to be ineligible for
whatever reason from receiving a working with children permit, move to another jurisdiction and seek
to get one there. That is an important development.
Having said that, can I say that in relation to that I am a bit perplexed, and I will put this out there
perhaps for the next speaker to deal with or for the minister to address. As I said, this bill was
introduced some five months ago—back in June of this year—and another bill has seemingly
overtaken aspects of this, and that is the Worker Screening Bill 2020. That particular bill received
royal assent on 4 November 2020, just a few days ago. I note under the purposes of the Worker
Screening Bill in clause 1 it says:
The main purposes of this Act are—
(a) to provide for screening of persons employed or engaged in risk assessed roles for the purposes of the
National Disability Insurance Scheme; and
(b) to assist in protecting children from sexual and physical harm by providing for screening of persons who
work with, or care for, children; and
(c) to repeal the Working with Children Act 2005; and
(d) to make consequential amendments to other Acts.

So my question to the minister, or indeed to anyone in the government—the next speaker or whoever
wants to answer—is: how does that work? Because here we have a situation where we are making an
amendment today to an act that has already been repealed according to a bill that has gone through
and is now an act. Now, it may be to do with the date of operation, but I would seek from the
government some explanation in relation to that. To me it just smacks of the shambolic management
of the government business program and the legislative program overall in this place, because you
have got a situation where we will be voting on Thursday of this week in relation to amendments to
the Working with Children Act, which has been repealed in a bill that has already gone through this
place. It shows you, Acting Speaker Kilkenny, and I am sure you will concede this, that the left hand
does not know what the right hand is doing. They have got themselves so confused. This bill sat in
abeyance for so long—for those five months—gathering dust that other events have overtaken it. They
have picked up two. They have picked up the Victims of Crime Assistance Act 1996 and the Victims
of Crime Commissioner Act 2015, but I would seek from the government an explanation in relation
to this particular aspect of the bill, because it just seems very odd to me that we have got the situation
that I have just outlined.
Really I think that is the summary position of where we are with the legislative program of the
government. It is a shambles. We have got them not knowing what is happening. We have got
legislation that has gone through already, and we have got bills going through amending that. So it is
just completely bizarre, and I think any fair-minded person objectively looking at this would be
wondering what on earth is going on. It is a very good question, and I would encourage people to ask
that question.
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So in conclusion, I will finish where I started. We have got a government that is totally disorganised.
We can see that; it is evidenced clearly in the delay in debating this bill. Five months ago it was
introduced. It sat in no-man’s-land, perhaps because of the disorganisation of the government in terms
of knowing when we are going to be in fact sitting, because they made things up in relation to the
parliamentary sitting dates the same way they have made things up in relation to a whole lot of other
arrangements regarding the COVID situation. They have changed their mind and done whatever they
wanted to do regarding the sitting dates. So perhaps they have cornered themselves and run out of
time, but they should have the courage to step up and say that. The other thing of course is these house
amendments that we have just received a few minutes ago. We have got 17 house amendments
deleting significant chunks from this particular bill, and here we have it before the house. There is
room for significant improvement by this government in a whole range of areas. Not least is the basic
duty of any government of managing its business program. I note in final conclusion that the
opposition will not be opposing the bill.
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (14:37): Well, those on the other side are desperate. They are
trying to create a narrative that somehow the place is not working, that somehow the legislative agenda
is all over the place and all this other criticism without any foundation. It is not a surprise, mind you,
because most of what they say is without foundation—mask removals, everything else they have
talked about this year. But the reality is this government has had a clear strategy from day one in office
back in November 2014, continuing right through to this term, and it is an agenda which is profoundly
important. It is about addressing market failure, it is about putting a floor under the livelihoods of
Victorians and it is about driving economic prosperity. Everything we do can find a reference point
back to those priorities, whether it be social policy or economic policy. This bill before us is no
different, so the sort of running around on the other side trying to create a sense of unease and chaos
has absolutely no impact.
This bill is very, very important for a number of reasons but primarily in relation to rental housing and
rental accommodation. It effectively supports and underpins a whole range of other important issues,
including principally the Fairer Safer Housing package that we released some time ago. The full
implementation of that package comes into being in March next year. That is 130 reforms that those
on that side have never even thought about. Somehow the concept that one and a half million
Victorians live in rental accommodation escaped their notice. Somehow it was just, ‘That’s just the
way it is’. The range of problems that plagued renters across Victoria—one and a half million people—
were ignored by the conservatives. Of course they would be, because they are not generally interested
in the plight of renters. While we are interested in economic prosperity and the right of people to own
property, we are equally interested in the rights of tenants and renters.
So there are 130 reforms, from being able to make it easier for tenants to have pets, instituting fixedprice advertisements and banning rental bidding, so to speak, to rules around how often a landlord can
increase rent—you know, the quiet enjoyment of your property and your home despite the fact that it
may be somebody else’s asset. They are all key things for the quality of life of 1.5 million people.
Reflecting on COVID and the fact that we have all had to spend a lot more time at home, could you
imagine a situation where you have very little control or agency over your domestic surroundings and
arrangements in a physical property sense or in a price sense, because the landlord makes unilateral
decisions, or whether you can have a pet in COVID times? The RSPCA reported on 16 September
that up until that point from earlier this year there were 26 000 applications to adopt a pet, so you can
imagine all the things that combined to make this such a difficult year. What would have compounded
that further for renters would have been if they had not had the opportunity to have a pet like any other
home owner or to have their rights recognised in terms of maintenance and really key, important things
to make their domestic environment better. This is why this bill is important. It underpins a fair few
other initiatives including, as I said, principally the Fairer Safer Housing initiative.
I might just quickly turn to the member for Forest Hill’s reference to ‘shambolic’ and all the rest of it.
It is interesting; I think there must be some kind of collusion on the opposition side in relation to trying
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to paint the government in that way. I also refer to the contribution made by the member for Brighton
on the government business program, where he was lamenting the fact that we have not sat as many
days as we did in previous years this year. I am not sure if anyone perhaps needs to remind the member
for Brighton that we have hardly had a normal year.
Mr T Bull: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, on relevance, I am not sure how the amount of
days that we have sat this year has any relevance to this bill, and I would ask you to bring the member
back to the addressing the elements of the bill.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Kilkenny): I think it is relevant. He is addressing the comments
made by the previous member, the lead speaker, in his contribution as well, so I ask the member to
continue.
Mr DIMOPOULOS: Just to perhaps respond in my contribution rather than to the point of order,
the member who just spoke, the member for Forest Hill, drew the opportunity from his contribution on
this bill to talk in a general sense of how we are operating as a government in terms of our legislative
agenda, and the legislative agenda is a direct function of the number of sitting days, so I think it is
entirely relevant. But I think to myself that when you think about those comments by the member for
Brighton, he prefaced them by saying that he has always had an affection for parliamentary procedure.
Well, that is great, mate, but do something about it. Use the opportunity that you were given. They had
200 days of sitting between 2010 and 2014, and can you think of three things—three; in fact can you
think of two—that they did in 200 sitting days? Well, even if you are an opponent of this government
you do not have to think for a second longer about how much we have used the opportunity of this
office and sitting days to change Victorian society, and this bill is an example of that.
The approach taken by the member for Brighton reminds me of the good old days—‘good’ in quotation
marks—when Parliament was something you did after a spot of hunting or after you looked after the
family estate. No, no. Not for this government. Parliament is what you do to change the lives for the
better of the Victorian community and to implement the agenda and the values you have as a
government. That is what we try to do every day. So whether you have 200 days or 185 days, it is not
the quantity that matters, it is the quality. And our quality, our contribution, our output in this Parliament
and our budget speak for, I would say, the level of contribution of five or six governments, not one.
I will give you some examples: this bill and the Fairer Safer Housing package, family violence
reforms, First Nations reforms in terms of treaty and a whole range of other things. We have
commenced reforms for mental health, voluntary assisted dying, medically supervised injecting
facilities and the equality agenda—adoption equality and equality across the sexes. There is a whole
range of investments in transport; the Minister for Public Transport and Minister for Roads and Road
Safety is at the table. In my patch there is the Monash Freeway extension and the Suburban Rail Loop,
which will have a station in Monash. There are safety barriers on country highways, level crossing
removals in my community, new train services and new stations. In the health area there is the Monash
Children’s Hospital, the Victorian Heart Hospital—the first ever in Australia—ambulance response
times, a whole range of investments, elective surgery blitzes. There is three-year-old kinder—Acting
Speaker Kilkenny, I know you had a lot to do with that in your former role—school breakfast clubs,
camps and excursions. There is jobs procurement—500 000 jobs in four years when we committed to
100 000. This is what you do when you do not come here after hunting and you do not come here after
looking after the family estate, when you come here to work on behalf of the Victorian people. That
is what you do, whether the member for Brighton thinks we have to stick to 200 days and do not much
or whether we can do effective work for the Victorian people in the time we have in this chamber,
particularly in a COVID year.
I commend the Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation for this important bill
in a whole range of areas, whether we are clarifying the period in which a renter must reimburse a
residential rental provider, allowing for rental minimum standards to require compliance with the
industry code, authorising preparation of fixed-term rooming house agreements or a whole range of
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important enablers to a centrepiece in our government’s approach, which is a fairer housing package.
This bill is important—like every bill that we bring before this chamber—in influencing for the better
people’s lives and their prosperity in Victoria. I would hope that members on the other side support it.
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (14:47): I rise to say a few words on the Consumer and Other Acts
Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020. As we have heard from our lead speaker, the member for
Forest Hill, who gave a very, very good summary of this bill, it is an omnibus bill that alters a number
of acts, but I do acknowledge that it is altering two less acts than we thought it was when we were
preparing our notes to speak on this bill. It is surprising given the length of time since this bill was
introduced that we have not one or two house amendments but 17. That has nearly got to be some sort
of a record I think—17 house amendments—but anyway.
There are some elements of this bill that I would like to provide some commentary on, and the first of
these is the Gambling Regulation Act 2003. The changes here relate to wagering, betting and the keno
licence that we have in this state. The current keno licence, which is held by Tabcorp, expires in 2022,
and I understand that the government is making these reforms prior to the renegotiation of that licence.
But the point I will make on this is that this is going to be a very interesting time for the government
as it renegotiates this wagering licence. We do know that we also have the relatively recently
introduced point-of-consumption tax, which also needs to be revisited, and these two areas combined
have significant interest and impact indeed on our racing industry here in Victoria.
It is well known that when it comes to government support of our racing industry, if we were to
compare states, the New South Wales government support is much higher than is afforded to the
Victorian racing industry. So as we go through this negotiation period on both the point-ofconsumption tax and renegotiating the joint venture—if indeed we do have a new joint venture—it
will be a very critically important time not only for the government but also for the racing industry and
how we manage that on top of this economic climate that we find ourselves in. I am certainly not
suggesting that we get into some sort of bidding war with the New South Wales government over
dollar support of the racing industry. In fact I think that it would be rather unhealthy if we continued
to have this race to the top on who can offer the most prize money for feature races. But it does warrant
quite considerable consideration, if you like, in the upcoming period.
This bill also alters the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018, and among some of the changes
here—and I note the two previous speakers have touched on some—is that a tenant must reimburse
the landlord for necessary repairs within 14 days of that work having occurred. This is obviously
giving some security to landlords and is something that I know for landlords far and wide has been a
problematic area in the past, and that will at least give them some peace of mind now that this will be
put into legislation. Also of importance in the changes to the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act
is the clause allowing for the making of an order terminating or amending an agreement for victims of
family violence where the offender was on the lease alone. When we introduce bills in this Parliament
there are areas that pop up from time to time that need amending that perhaps were not thought of or
covered off initially. This is clearly one of those and this is clearly providing or affording a higher
level of security and protection for those vulnerable people who find themselves in this extremely
unfortunate circumstance, and that is an element of the bill that we certainly support.
The bill also changes the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998, providing for
information sharing between VCAT, the director of Consumer Affairs Victoria and the Residential
Tenancies Bond Authority. This sharing of information with the director is important. If we are going
to have a rental non-compliance register and it is going to be effective and it is going to accurately
record the information that indeed needs to be recorded, we certainly need this sharing of information.
This will, I guess, dot the i’s and cross the t’s on making that register a more accurate and improved
and better register.
There are also changes to the Working with Children Act 2005. Before I make comment on them I do
note and I do recall speaking in here in the last Parliament sitting week when I am sure that in dealing

BILLS
Tuesday, 10 November 2020

Legislative Assembly

3227

with another bill we repealed the Working with Children Act, and I think the member for Forest Hill
might have raised that in his contribution. So I just hope that those on the other side could check that
we do not have amendments in this bill to an act that was in fact repealed two to four weeks ago in
this very chamber, because my reading of that is that it was. Despite that I will make comment that the
field or the area that encapsulates the Working with Children Act is a key area and is just so critically
important in society, and it is something that I touched on here in a contribution—I am not sure
whether it was last week or the week before. The new system that is being proposed here is in line
with recommendation 3 of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse,
and that recommendation did indeed call on all the states and territories to align, if you like, and make
sure there is some consistency across the board.
I was also going to talk on the elements of this bill that relate to victims of crime, but I will not be
anymore, because they are among the 17 house amendments that we indeed have on this bill—
17 house amendments! But anyway, in concluding, we are not opposing this bill. The reforms appear
to be in many cases addressing areas where there were shortfalls in the eight bills that are remaining
in this omnibus legislation, and given the balanced commentary from our lead speaker, the member
for Forest Hill, these result in dotting i’s and crossing t’s and positive outcomes, and we wish these
changes a speedy passage.
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (14:54): It is a pleasure to rise and speak on the Consumer and
Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020 and to follow the member for Oakleigh’s
contribution, a spirited defence, I think, of some of the allegations put forward by the member for
Brighton. I do not think he was really putting his back into the sledge. Looking at the opposition
speaking list, we see a very short opposition speaking list again. It is another week they have not rocked
up and are not bothering to do any work, like always. So they talk a big game about wanting to get
into Parliament and have extra days and extra sittings, and then when it comes to speaking on behalf
of their communities and making contributions, they do not rock up. They are not here; they are out
the back having a chat about who might lead next rather than being in here doing the hard work of
government and opposition and debating the finer points of bills.
There are important elements to this bill, important elements I want to cover that relate to the working
with children changes and the rental reforms as well. It is in the context of COVID-19 and the challenges
that we have faced in 2020, a year none of us ever planned for and none of us expected. Victorians are
coming together to make sure that we get through it as best we can. The rental reforms that we are
putting forward should be seen now in the context of a new relationship and a new way of engagement
between landlords and tenants. What we have seen this year in the overwhelming majority of
arrangements between tenants and landlords has been an extraordinary compassion and care for one
another in difficult circumstances of course. With the uncertainty of losing your job during the pandemic
or the uncertainty of where your next pay cheque might come from, the certainty that has come with
the support from both state and federal governments has been extraordinary. All the reforms—the
$500 million package that we announced in April and the subsequent supports that we put in place to
make sure that we get people through and we support people through these difficult times—should be
seen in the context of the rental reforms more broadly. Fairness is being created in our state, making
sure that those that need that care and support are not exploited or taken advantage of.
The overwhelming majority of relationships in rentals are positive. For the 1.5 million people who
rely on a rental to have a roof over their head, the experience of reduced rent that can be from the
community sector or from the public sector sometimes is the first window into those individuals
having a roof over their heads. Those reforms are about creating better balance and better fairness
going into the future. Some of those reforms were not warmly received by those opposite. It is
interesting to hear some of their terminology or their approach to some of these reforms now. You
have got to have the courage of leading, putting forward reforms, consulting with stakeholders,
knowing what your community care and think about and leading, sometimes with your chin, to make
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sure that you get the very best outcomes. It is not a bet each way. It is not trying to whip up a frenzy
of negativity around these types of reforms and changes.
We saw that when the by-election came forward for Northcote. Some of those reforms were well
articulated and put forward by the Premier and now are being implemented. They have taken years to
be implemented and are now seeing great benefit and support, and more are coming in March 2021.
Some of those things are around supporting people, around rental increases and the ability to do those
minor modifications and around supporting people who might be subjected to family violence and
who might not have that care and protection and support because of someone being on a particular
lease—these are changes that make sense. They are fair, they are understood by Victorians and they
are making a significant difference as well. It is not allowing people in vulnerable circumstances to be
exploited by increases to their rent where they have no ability to contest or challenge those things.
Renters in my community who for the very first time might be taking on an apartment or a house in
our patch do not want to bid on rentals and be subjected to those types of challenges as well, where
they might have another young couple or young person that they are bidding against or someone who
is downsizing and may be moving back into the rental market as well. Things are transparent, and
there is that consistent support as well.
That is a really important part of this legislation that I was hoping those opposite would come in and
have a bit of a chat about. Maybe, we will see—you know the sun is out; the sun is really nice out the
back there. Maybe we will have a few come in and make a contribution on behalf of their communities.
At the moment the speaking list numbers about three or four that I counted. There are a few more of
those opposite in this Parliament at the moment, so hopefully, with the conversations on the
government business program put forward by the member for Brighton, they will live up to that and
make some of those contributions and come in here and support their local communities.
The other really important part of this legislation—the member for Gippsland East touched on this,
and I think it is a really central element—is the changes around the working with children check. Of
course it has only been 15 years since that legislation was brought in. It was a significant change at the
time. I had occasion to go back and read through the then Attorney-General’s contribution—AttorneyGeneral Hulls—talking about all the elements of how this would be implemented. The fact is that this
is now just a part of Victoria and part of the system that protects our kids and makes sure that those
that might be at risk of harming our kids are nowhere near them in work, in volunteering and in life
more broadly.
One thing that really hit me during the first round of the inquiry into the Victorian government’s
response to the COVID-19 pandemic was evidence that we heard stating that there was a significant
increase in risk and harm to children during the pandemic. I think for everyone sitting around that table
when they heard that evidence at the time—I think it might have been Commissioner Ashton that
talked about some of the offences going up in the family violence space and the impact on kids—it
was just so harrowing and so confronting that we confront that extra risk and those extra concerns as
well. That is why this database bringing together every state and territory in a central system is so very
important. This central database, named the national reference system, that contributes to the
Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission is available for more than 75 000 officers and has a
significant amount of information.
It is one thing reading through this bill and some of the elements to think that that should have always
been in place, but I am glad that this contribution that will be made between the states and territories
will be coming forward now and into the future, and it will make sure that bureaucratic processes or
departmental processes do not undermine the safety and protection of our children. It should go
without saying that this is a key element in this bill as well. Really, with everything that we should be
doing in our responses to the pandemic, two critical areas are the prevention of family violence and
protecting our kids as well, with the increased risk during the pandemic that we have seen.
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Finally, just going to some of the reforms that are being made around keno, it might show my young
age—or it might show my age—but I remember fondly going up to the Upper Yarra RSL and also the
Healesville RSL. Keno was a big feature whenever I went up there with my grandparents. They would
make me fill out the numbers and try to pick the 20, and we would do maths together. I have fond
memories of getting a feed with my grandparents back in the day. So when I saw keno in the elements
of the bill, a sense of nostalgia came back through. But I think they are really important, the changes
around harm minimisation and those protections, as well as some of the flexibilities with the delegation
of licences that will be put forward, the definition around keno games and those specific features.
Those are other critical elements of this bill.
This is another example of the government bringing forward four bills this week. There are a number
of elements to this bill that touch on some of the really important areas in the gaming harm
minimisation space. In the rental reform space there has been substantial work, and I want to place on
the record on behalf of my community the great appreciation for the work of the former Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation, the member for Kororoit, who did a power of work
to get this bill and these reforms to this chamber and this house. Some of these reforms will change
lives and outcomes and will increase the protections for our communities as well. It is a stack of hard
work that has been done by the departments and ministers to get it to this point, and I commend the
bill to the house.
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (15:05): I rise to speak on the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous
Amendments Bill 2020. I will primarily be talking about part 4 of the bill, which amends the Gambling
Regulation Act 2003. But before I get to that I note that we have reams of house amendments caused
by the fact that the government is unable to manage its legislative agenda, and therefore various of the
provisions that were in this bill have already been passed into law in other bills, now acts. We are faced
with a situation of house amendments deleting whole sections of this proposed bill simply because
this government cannot manage its legislative agenda, and that has to fall squarely on the shoulders of
the Leader of the House and the Premier. It is hardly due to the poor minister responsible for this
omnibus bill—in fact the ones being taken out are not even her responsibilities—that we have come
to this today.
I note that the member for Oakleigh was somewhat upset, shall I say, that this was pointed out to him
by our lead speaker, and of course he started his contribution with yet another shrill overreach against
the opposition. Every point he makes has to be something against the opposition. He cannot stand up
for his own government, particularly given he attempted to say that somehow the reason all of these
amendments are being put through now is because the Liberal-Nationals did not do them when we
were last in office. Well, the government has held the Treasury bench for 17 of the past 21 years, so I
think one should be looking in the mirror, member for Oakleigh, if we are looking for people who
have not acted previously on the reforms and amendments that are incorporated in this omnibus bill.
However, I come to the amendment of the Gambling Regulation Act 2003. This bill seeks to make a
number of changes in relation primarily to keno licences. The current keno licence is held by Tabcorp.
It is due to expire in April 2022, and the government is therefore seeking to clean up a few things
around the edges before we get to this new bill. But of course this act, the Gambling Regulation
Act 2003, does a number of main things. In fact I went to the Victorian Commission for Gambling
and Liquor Regulation (VCGLR) website—they are of course the regulator of gaming machines and
casinos—and they talk about this act on their website. They have the main objectives of the Gambling
Regulation Act, but then they say that its purposes are, amongst others, to ensure that:
… other forms of gambling permitted under this or any other Act are conducted honestly and that their
management is free from criminal influence and exploitation.

Now, this is particularly pertinent at the moment given the inquiry going on in New South Wales into
Crown Resorts. Extraordinary evidence has been led in New South Wales at that inquiry that has led
counsel assisting to put to the inquiry that Crown is not a suitable person to hold a casino licence in
that state. The response from the Premier of New South Wales to that was to seek urgent and

BILLS
3230

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, 10 November 2020

immediate advice on those submissions. However, the response from the Premier of this state—and
of course Crown operates in both states—was to say that he would wait for the inquiry. Now, we have
heard those words before. He has of course practised them very well in relation to the Coate inquiry,
so I am sure they just tripped off the end of his tongue pretty easily. However, there is a stark difference
between that and what we are seeing in New South Wales in their response to extraordinary evidence
being led at their inquiry. Video evidence being led showed money laundering. It showed the influence
of Chinese triads and organised crime generally.
There was also evidence led that senior executives of Crown knew that they were in danger amid a
crackdown on foreign casinos, but they only talked about that within a very small group, including
executives and directors loyal to Mr Packer, rather than to Crown’s board and risk management. The
key question here is: is Crown’s major shareholder, Mr Packer, a suitable person to hold a licence?
What we are not seeing in Victoria is an investigation of that problem. In contrast to New South Wales,
what we have had is the Victorian gaming regulator not being strong in its work with regard to Crown.
They have not reported back to the state government on their urgent investigation that has been going
on for over a year. In fact when the minister was asked about this, she said through a spokeswoman
that she has requested regular updates on these matters from the VCGLR.
On the one hand we have New South Wales saying, ‘Look, we think we’ve got a problem here. We’re
going to have an inquiry and we’re going to make it public’, and then in Victoria we have none of that.
We have a sleepy regulator—who has the powers. The Victorian regulator is not without the powers
to investigate in the same way as the New South Wales regulator, and we want to see those powers
being used. You do have to ask: why aren’t they being used? Is it that the regulator in Victoria is doing
its work quietly behind the scenes and it will suddenly come out with something? If so, perhaps they
could tell us. Or is it that they are just quiet and not doing enough? One really has to ask: is that because
in Victoria let us not forget we had Lloyd Williams back on 2 November 2014 saying:
I’m very pleased that, you should probably know I am the executor of the Packer estate, and James is going
to kick every goal he can for you.

Now, who did he say that to and in what context? Of course he said it to the now Premier, then
opposition leader, while he had his hand on his back and was saying, ‘You know, I’m going to look
after you. James is going to look after you’. That was well reported at the time because it was recorded.
It was on a tape; it could not be denied.
There is Lloyd Williams telling the now Premier, ‘James Packer—we’re going to look after you’. We
now have in Victoria a situation where we do not have the same level of activity from our gaming
regulator as we do in the New South Wales situation. Are these things linked? Is there a systemic
problem here with how we regulate our casino? I do not mind that we have got a casino. I understand
that they provide a huge number of jobs and a huge tourism asset to Melbourne and to Victoria more
broadly. But we cannot be a centre for money laundering or for allowing organised crime to flourish.
How can Victorians know that we are not when it is exactly that sort of evidence that is being offered
up in New South Wales because they have got an inquiry into the same casino operator that we have
here in Victoria.
Our regulator needs to step up his or her game and get on with the program. We need to know that our
gaming operations are not subject to corruption, are not a funnel for organised crime or for money
laundering. And we need to have this government, this Premier, make a public statement about this
rather than just pushing it off with, ‘Oh, well, we’ll wait to see what the inquiry does’. There is clear
evidence from the past that this government is close to Mr Packer. I think it is incumbent on Daniel
Andrews—
A member: The Premier.
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Ms STALEY: the Premier—to stand up and put to the people of Victoria that he is in no way
influenced by that relationship. The fact that we are not seeing an inquiry, we are not seeing this sort
of activity in Victoria, is of great, great concern to us.
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) (15:15): Well, I think the member for Ripon in that contribution
just demonstrated the laziness on that side of the house. I think we had 10 minutes of not one mention
or any talk about any specifics of the current bill that we are debating at the moment, just as, of course,
there are very few contributors on that side to any of the debates on the legislation that we have here
in Parliament. It makes it seem a very weak argument when they carry on about how many times we
have met in Parliament this year when there is no substantial contribution in the Parliament from the
opposition.
I am standing very proud to be part of the Andrews Labor government and very proud of our legislative
agenda. In doing so in this case I am contributing on the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous
Amendments Bill 2020, which is looking at amendments around numerous pieces of legislation,
which of course is not an uncommon thing. I think it would be pretty well generally thought that the
Andrews Labor government has over this term and the last put forward some incredible reforms to
legislation, whether it has been around voluntary assisted dying or rental reform. I could probably go
on and on, but in criticising others for not speaking on the bill I had better speak on the bill and go
through the reasons why I am speaking in support of it.
When we look at legislation like this, it is of course about changing and amending already existing
pieces of legislation. Often this is because of changes in society, because sometimes loopholes or other
things have been discovered, or it could even be because of different technologies and the changing
way in which we live our lives. When we look at the legislation before us today, in essence it is about
three or four areas that cover the rights of Victorians and their consumer rights as well.
We are talking about the legislation just doing some tweaks and some tightening up of the gambling
legislation and the licensing arrangements; some technical modifications with the residential tenancies
reform, or enabling legislation on that; as well as implementing important modifications aimed at
strengthening protections under the Working with Children Act 2005. Of course there have now also
been some significant amendments to the Victims of Crime Assistance Act 1996 and the Victims of
Crime Commissioner Act 2015.
First I will talk about the changes to the Gambling Regulation Act 2003. These changes are to ensure
that the regulatory frameworks are adequately reformed and that out-of-date structures are modernised.
We hear a lot of debate about gambling, particularly online gambling and the difficulties we face in
trying to regulate that and to minimise harm. I think it is always a moving and changing evolution, and
we have to try to ensure that the legislation that we have is capable of providing some protection and
some harm minimisation where it can.
The bill is going to remove the registration of interests that initially existed within the wagering and
betting licensing process. This is seen to perhaps increase the efficiency of the process while still
maintaining the strong probity measures and ensuring that ethical standards are met and integrity
remains at the core of the licensing procedure. It will also allow for consistency between wagering and
betting licensee processes. It also provides for additional strengthening to try to prevent underage
online gambling, which of course is quite different from face to face. If you go to a TAB, the operator
there can look at the person and see roughly or generally what their age may be, but of course it is
much more difficult online. It is about trying to strengthen the regulatory system to allow for greater
measures to try to reduce the risks of underage online gambling.
The fundamental purpose of these amendments is to enhance consumer protection. While there are
various views around gambling and the types of gambling, I guess it is considered a form of
entertainment for some, and it has been around for a very, very long time.
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Another key reform in this bill relates to the Working with Children Act 2005, and it is looking at
amendments that are proposed to allow for the sharing of information with the Australian Criminal
Intelligence Commission as a means of strengthening protections under the current act. So again this
is a very critical reform that will ensure that those who have been refused a working with children
check in another jurisdiction and attempt to apply for one in Victoria will be prohibited from doing so,
because we will have the proper information in order to assess whether or not they are fit to have a
working with children registration and can indeed be working with children, to ensure the utmost
safety for the children of Victoria.
Of course the Victorian government has been constantly updating and introducing legislation as a
result of the recommendations of the royal commission into the handling of child abuse and also the
Betrayal of Trust report from the Victorian parliamentary inquiry into child abuse within institutions
which the member for Broadmeadows and I were on from the Labor side with a number of now
members of the opposition. It was an inquiry that really brought home the devastating and ongoing
suffering and experiences of survivors of sexual, physical and other abuse, and the recommendations
were to further tighten up and protect children now and into the future. I have to say that it is because
of those survivors coming forward to give an account of their experiences and expose the institutions
and individuals that committed such horrors that we are seeing the march onward to greater and greater
protections of our children. This again is legislation—as there have been many pieces of legislation
over this term and the last term—in order to protect children and is another example, I guess, that there
is always a gap that can be found and there always has to be legislative change to ensure that all holes
are stopped and that we ensure that our children are as safe as they possibly can be.
In terms of the residential tenancy reforms, we know they have been debated in this house in previous
parliaments, but I guess the legislation that we are talking about around the Residential Tenancies
Act 1997 here is about ensuring that the reform package that is intended to commence immediately
after the pandemic does so. Because as many people would know there have been a number of changes
to the residential tenancies legislation and regulation in order to support and assist both landlords and
renters during the pandemic when many people have lost their jobs and were devastated at losing their
livelihoods and therefore were unable to pay their rent. In order to bring the legislative changes that
we made prior to the pandemic—because of course none of us knew that this was going to happen—
we have to put in legislative change to allow for the transition of those new reforms once the measures
around the pandemic have lapsed. So this legislation overall is critical for our reform agenda and is
legislation that should be supported wholeheartedly.
Dr READ (Brunswick) (15:25): I rise to speak on the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous
Amendments Bill 2020, which makes a range of amendments to our consumer affairs legislation. I
want to focus today on the amendments in the gambling and residential tenancies spaces. The bill
makes changes to the keno and the wagering and betting licensing system. I understand from the
government that these provisions are about modernising these systems and about reducing red tape,
but whenever we cut red tape from a regulatory system we have to be careful that we are not removing
the protections and safeguards that are also an essential part of the system, especially for harmful
industries like the gambling industry and especially for industries that this government continues to
favour with special treatment.
We saw it a few weeks ago when the government attempted to grant special rules for the Cox Plate
and allow racehorse owners to attend the race despite the fact that the rest of Melbourne was still
prohibited from gathering in groups. The community backlash against that announcement was swift
and decisive, and the government rightfully reversed its decision just hours later. But it was a clear
indication of how much this government depends on gambling revenue and how much sway the
gambling lobby continues to hold over the government. It seems like we have one set of rules for the
gambling industry and another set of rules for everyone else.
We have seen the gambling industry continue to exploit Victorians during the COVID-19 crisis, even
when in-person gaming venues were closed. During the pandemic we have seen a spike in online
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gambling and a rise in sports betting, including on horseracing and greyhound racing. Tabcorp, the
holder of the wagering and betting licence in Victoria, saw digital wagering turnover grow to
$7.1 billion in the last financial year.
I would also like to touch on the reopening of pokies venues this week in Victoria. While it is good to
see community venues reopening and providing a space for people to gather and socialise, too many
of our clubs are reliant on revenue from pokies. It would be terrible if reopening our social venues
coincided with a big jump in pokies losses, similar to the experience in other states. In New South
Wales and Queensland pokies losses have increased since the venues reopened compared to this time
last year. Queensland in particular saw a massive 32 per cent increase in losses compared to the same
months last year. In a year where we have successfully tackled one public health crisis, it is
irresponsible to turn a blind eye to another, because problem gambling is also a public health issue and
pokies are the most harmful form of gambling. We need to see stronger harm minimisation provisions
in place for our pokies industry, like $1 bet limits, load-up and jackpot limits and restrictions on
opening hours. We also need to see more support for those clubs who want to transition out of the
pokies industry and into new forms of revenue.
The Greens are also disappointed, but not surprised, that Crown Casino has been given the green light
to reopen this week despite continued evidence about Crown’s illegal conduct. In New South Wales
the inquiry has heard evidence that suggests that Crown is no longer fit to hold a casino licence, yet in
Victoria the casino is opening its doors once again despite the fact that the Victorian Commission for
Gambling and Liquor Regulation’s inquiry into the casino is still ongoing.
To turn to the residential tenancies provisions, the bill is amending the Residential Tenancies Act 1997
to allow for the new minimum standards to require compliance with an industry or a statutory standard.
Minimum standards was a reform the Greens called for for many years, and we are pleased that it has
been finally introduced into the 2018 overhaul of our Residential Tenancies Act. Everybody who rents
their homes should be able to trust that they are habitable, that they have working toilets and
bathrooms, hot water, a functioning stove and other basic facilities. While not set in the legislation, the
new Residential Tenancies Act will give the minister the ability to set minimum standards through
regulation, and we are pleased that this amendment specifically mentions energy and water efficiency
standards as an industry standard that may be prescribed. We know we need to do more to futureproof
our homes and ensure that they are easy and affordable to keep warm in the winter and cooler in the
summer, and the Greens have been calling for the new minimum standards to also cover measures like
weather sealing, ceiling insulation, basic standards for hot-water systems and heaters, energy-saving
lighting and similar energy efficiency measures, but this is a start and it has our support.
Sitting suspended 3.29 pm until 4.02 pm.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon—Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Regulatory Reform, Minister for
Government Services, Minister for Creative Industries) (16:02): Thank you, Acting Speaker
Blandthorn. It is delightful to see you in the chair this beautiful spring afternoon. Spring has sprung.
Melbourne has come back to life, Victoria has come back to life, and it is indeed a glorious day. I
suspect it is because the weather is so radiant and it is such a beautiful afternoon that the member for
Brunswick could only put in 4½ minutes before he sauntered out of the chamber to chomp on a bowl
of muesli and sip on a soy latte on the back deck—very, very disappointing.
I do find it hard to get angry at the member for Brunswick. He is a fairly inoffensive sort of character,
but really—come on! You know, you are in the pantheon of great debates. You have got a chance to
come in here and talk about residential tenancy reforms and what they mean for residents in his
community of Brunswick. There are a lot of renters in Brunswick—there are a lot of renters in parts
of my electorate like Flemington—and I would have thought that it would have been a great chance
for him to come into this place and talk about the importance of a legislative reform like this.
Unfortunately I suspect the Greens really are caught. They are caught betwixt and between the
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moneyed interests of people who bought into the inner suburbs in the 1970s and the early 1980s and
who became rusted on to the Greens political party and younger voters in these communities.
If I look at the last census, in Flemington something like one in 15 households was experiencing rental
stress, which is an awful thing. I cannot imagine how bad it must be to be renting and spending 30 per
cent of your take-home pay servicing rent. It is really hard to see how you break out of that cycle. That
is certainly the case in Flemington. I would have thought that in elements of Brunswick that would
also be the case. Many of the people who are the younger voters who would have been attracted to the
Greens would be experiencing those very issues. His own members would be experiencing these very
issues, yet he could not speak with any passion, he could not speak with any eloquence or drive. It was
just more this sense of, ‘We’ve been sitting on the sidelines and we’ve called for this, and we’re rather
pleased that the government took it upon itself to adopt our policies’.
Of course in the world of the Greens we only ever do anything on this side of the house because the
Greens tweet about it, call on it on Facebook or somehow cajole us into doing anything of social utility
or benefit of a progressive nature. And it is just flawed. It is just flawed. We do these things because
it is in our DNA. We do these things because we passionately believe in ensuring that working people
have every opportunity for fairness and justice and equality. We do not have to be told by others to do
this. We do it because we believe in it. It is why I joined the Labor Party—because I believed it was
important to belong to a movement that was bigger than me and that was committed to providing
fairness and justice for working people.
To this day one of my proudest moments was getting my union card for the Shop, Distributive and
Allied Employees Association in 1987. It was just a proud moment in my life to feel that I belonged to
something which was bigger and that I would have the opportunity to make a contribution to something
that was meaningful. I was 14 years old at the time, so I was only young, but it gave me a sense of
purpose, it gave me a sense of belonging and it gave me a sense of feeling liberated. That is how I felt
joining the movement, and that is how I feel to this day about being a member of this great party and
about representing my community in this great place. It is something I feel incredibly passionate about,
it is something I feel incredibly proud about and it is a great honour to be able to serve.
I do lament, I do shake my head, when you have people coming into this place purporting to believe
in things and purporting to say that they care about these things, trying to convince you that they are
holier than you, that they are purer than you and that they are better than you. But when it comes to
having the passion of your convictions, when it comes to coming into this place and really clearly
expressing why you feel the way you feel, why you want things to change, why you support something
or why alternatively you oppose it, there is no passion and there is no vigour and there is no joy. There
is just this desultory contribution: ‘Oh, I think I’ll just wander up to this place, say a few words
quietly—it’s all very nice being here on a Tuesday afternoon, Acting Speaker—and then I think I’ll
just go’. No, we are better than that. You come in here to debate, fight—
Mr Halse: Have a crack.
Mr PEARSON: Have a crack—that is exactly right. So anyhow, I do lament and I do shake my
head. Debate often does not change people’s minds, but what it does, what really good debate does, is
this: if you are prepared to listen, you will learn. Often, in many cases when I have been in this place,
and particularly when we have had questions about conscience votes, I have learned a lot by listening
to those who had a different view from me. I have developed a deeper appreciation for someone’s
shared experience, someone’s lived experience, and I have been able to approximate that with mine. I
have been able to turn around and say, ‘Well, I don’t necessarily agree. I can see where you’re coming
from, and I appreciate the fact that you come to this place with a different lived experience than mine
and I respect the right for you to have that view and I want to listen’. In order to do that, though, you
have got to actually have the person sitting opposite you outline their position clearly and cogently and
preferably with a degree of vim, vigour and passion. I think we all want that on a Tuesday afternoon
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at 10 past 4, but sadly it is lacking. Anyhow, those of us that are here are here. And we are delighted
to serve and we are delighted to be here.
Look, this bill is really important, and I particularly want to talk a bit about the data sharing elements
of the bill. I remember talking with a wonderful woman called June McLoughlin. I served on a board
with June, and she was over at Doveton College. Julius Colman, a very well known philanthropist,
had put a lot of money into Doveton, and Doveton was Melbourne’s answer to Motown. The member
for Broadmeadows might disagree. The member for Lara might disagree. But you had private
accommodation servicing General Motors Holden, and when GMH shut their doors in I think the late
1980s or early 1990s, those workers lost their jobs. And what you had happen was they lost their jobs,
their kids did not work and then she was educating the grandkids. She described the feeling of talking
to someone at Doveton College and saying, ‘What do you want to do when you grow up?’, and this
person had never had anyone in their immediate circle who had worked.
She talked about the importance of providing a safe learning environment for children. I remember
seeing this video, and it has never left me. It was a video of the brains of two children, and they were
about four or five. One child had been traumatised and one child had not. She talked about what happens
when a child goes through trauma, and bear in mind the first thousand days of a child’s life are just so
vitally important. When a child is traumatised, the child releases cortisol—I think it is called cortisol?
Ms Britnell: Cortisol.
Mr PEARSON: Cortisol. Thank you, member for South-West Coast. You can always rely on a
nurse to be able to point out these matters. What that effectively does is it is like an acid on the brain.
As we all know when we have been frightened or when we are scared, it is fight or flight, and you
focus on trying to get safe. When a child is traumatised, effectively what happens is that the cortisol is
like an acid on the brain and it shuts down the synapse in a child’s brain, whereas a child who has not
been traumatised—a child who grows up in a warm, loving and nurturing environment—has a good
level of brain development. You see these two brains: of the child who has been traumatised and of
the child who has not. In the child who was not been traumatised the synapse comes alive. It is like a
lightshow. It is this display of brilliance as this mind starts to grow and develop. In the child that has
been traumatised it is darkness. The synapse does not grow; it does not develop as much, so by the
time the child is five they are so much further behind their peers, because their brain development has
just not been what it should be.
Now, why I talk about this is because this bill talks about information sharing. I think that is really
important. One of the things that has always been on my mind is that from conception to when a child
goes through the school gate that very first time, that is the most engagement that child will have with
government—as a general rule, not always but as a general rule it is the most engagement—the
prenatal check-ups, the birth, the maternal child health visits, child care and kindergarten. There is lots
and lots of engagement in relation to that child and their family. The datasets that are created never
talk. They just do not talk. Partly it is a function of the fact that the systems that we have in place are
legacy systems and they are old systems. It is known around the world. It is something that happens.
But trying to find ways where we can get these systems to talk better—to use application programming
interfaces, or APIs, as an example—where we are able to try to find a way where we can look at those
disparate and different datasets and find a way to do targeted intervention or to provide greater levels
of support I think is really important. I think that is something that could really be quite significant and
really quite amazing if we can get it right. It is an important initiative, and this bill is a step along that
journey. Sharing that information I think is really important. Look, it is a good bill, it does this
government proud, and I commend it to the house.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (16:14): I rise to make some comments on the Consumer and Other
Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020. There are a number of things in this bill that certainly we
support and that are long overdue—issues such as the Victims of Crime Commissioner Act 2015,
which supports victims of crime being on the consultative committee. It is very important to have the
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victims’ voices heard. It is something that we have been advocating for for a long time here on this
side of the house. The irony is that we are talking about this today when later this week we will be
talking on issues where victims’ voices are being gagged. We certainly know that is something that
the Liberal-Nationals have always felt very strongly about—putting victims first—and we do support
the extension of having victims on the committee. Going from two years to three years is really, really
important because we want those victims to have a voice and also for them to be renumerated during
that time. It is very, very important when they are taking important time off from what they would
normally do.
A lot of them are suffering. With the issues that they would deal with from day to day, to give them
the renumeration, to give them extra time so they can have the expertise to ensure their voices are
heard, is very, very important. I make the point that we have a government that gags victims and we
have an opposition here that supports victims.
When it comes to another part of this, which is the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018—
another important element—this looks at particularly those experiencing family violence where, again,
victims’ voices are not heard. You may have the perpetrator on the headlease, and the change here
ensures that the perpetrator would be removed from that lease and the victim would be able to stay in
that home, which is very, very important in terms of dealing with family violence issues. It is long
overdue.
There are two areas to which I thought there would have been more work done, and I am very, very
disappointed that the work has not been done. Firstly with the Gambling Regulation Act 2003, which
deals with changes around keno, it is silent in terms of some of the issues with Crown Casino, which
our Shadow Treasurer has made some good comments about. I will not go into further detail about
that, because it is on the record, but what is not on the record are some of the issues particularly around
pokie machines. I have been a representative on the Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation,
something our current Leader of the Opposition, the member for Malvern, set up when he was the
minister. It is a very, very important foundation, the Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation,
because what it does is it ensures that gambling is done responsibly. Now, Victoria has a long history,
a long reputation, of being able to have gambling. It is something that we have all kind of grown up
with. I have no issue in terms of that happening—I think it is an important part of what we do—but it
must be done responsibly and we must look after those people that have an addiction. I talk certainly
from firsthand experience of having an uncle that was an absolute gambling addict, and it ruined his
life, and that is why it is something I am very passionate about.
I want to refer to an email that I received recently from a Robert Stove. Robert talked about the fact
that one of the positives of COVID was that poker machine venues were locked down and addicts
were, if you like, not able to visit them and use the pokie machines during this time. What he says is
that currently pokie venues operate up to 20 hours a day in Victoria—that is 20 hours a day. It is the
longest of anywhere in Australia. He suggests that it does a lot of damage to addicts, and that is a fair
point that he makes. He says particularly that nothing good can be happening in a pokie den at 3.00 am.
So I think in looking at the times when some of these venues are operating and ensuring that there is
responsible gambling, I would go so far as to say you cannot really support responsible gambling when
you are looking at 20 hours at a time.
I wanted to also touch on particularly the Rooming House Operators Act 2016, which is a very, very
important act that unfortunately is silent on some very, very important issues in my electorate. Now, I
have been banging on about this for a long time now. Certainly the local councils in both Glen Eira
and Port Phillip have raised issues about rooming houses and the fact that by and large they are
unregulated. Now, we want to support social housing—we all support social housing; it is a very, very
important part of the fabric of our community—but, like all things, it must be regulated. There have
been far too many situations in this state where people have deliberately flaunted the laws. What they
do is they go and set up a facility of nine rooms in a rooming house so they do not need to be regulated
and they can pretty much do what they like. Now, with any other business in this state—if you are
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running a hotel, if you are running a milk bar—you need to have a licence. Whereas a rooming house
with nine rooms—nine rooms, which could have who knows how many people in them—can pretty
much go unregulated.
There are two examples I would like to share with you, firstly in Dorothy Avenue in Glen Huntly.
This was a rooming house that was built without any planning permit for a rooming house. It was
brand new. A house was bulldozed, a rooming house was erected. The regulation a rooming house
falls under is in multiple jurisdictions and it was difficult for neighbours and the community to navigate
or to appeal. Council would have wanted minimum standards, but there are no standards—no
standards—when it comes to these rooming houses.
We also had the situation in this instance where the council themselves appealed to the government
and said, ‘Rooming houses need better regulations’. Glen Eira’s director of planning and place, Ron
Torrens, said the council had advocated to the state government for a review of the planning law and
particularly for greater simplification and clarity in the regulation process of rooming houses. There is
nothing in this bill, nothing that supports local residents living next door, nothing that allows rooming
houses to be properly regulated like every other business. Now this is certainly not to say that rooming
houses should not exist, but they should exist in a regulated manner and they do not. That is why we
have police spending so much time dealing with some of the issues that fall out of this, because by and
large they are unregulated.
I want to give you another example of a rooming house, one in Almond Street in Caulfield South,
where for over three years we have had residents fearing for their lives in many cases. We have
situations where there was a shooting—people were woken up by a shooting. We have had cars
dragging through the streets, drug-affected people coming in and following people. A drug-affected
male took photos and then continued yelling and swearing and began making threats to residents
saying, ‘I will eff you up’. This is the kind of stuff the people in Almond Street—a number of them
wrote to me—have been dealing with. We had one particular situation where there were approximately
35, 40 or 45 males in this house all displaying signs of being on methamphetamines. They were asked
where the boarding house was and they said, ‘In my friend’s place’. Police did not show up and the
residents made 14 council call-outs, after which the males left—14 council call-outs. That happened
in November 2019. There was a burglary. I have got 20 or so different incidents that happened in
Almond Street in three years. We wrote to the minister and the minister just said, ‘Sorry, not my
problem. Write to the police. Contact the police’.
If we had proper regulation, these rooming houses could be properly managed to the point where if
there were issues, the responsibility would fall fairly and squarely with that person managing the
rooming house. Unfortunately we know there are people that are deliberately flouting the laws. They
are not setting up 10, where there is more regulation, they are setting up nine, where there is no review,
there is no planning and there is no ability for health and safety and wellbeing or any of that to be taken
into account. And it is happening too often. It is something that I have raised I do not know how many
times with this government, with various ministers, asking for proper regulation—a regulated industry
when it comes to rooming houses. It is very, very basic and something that would support the mental
health and wellbeing of so many residents that live locally—so many that are scared, so many that live
locked up in their homes because of the activities that are going on in their neighbour’s and so many
that live in fear.
I say to this government, when they are bringing these bills before the house, that today is a missed
opportunity. The bill talks about rooming houses in pretty much name only. There is no detail, there
are no changes, there is no regulation—something very, very basic that certainly the people of
Caulfield are asking for and the government should be delivering.
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (16:24): I rise too to speak on the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous
Amendments Bill 2020, and can I start by acknowledging the work of the Attorney-General and the
Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation for bringing the important range of
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amendments to the house. I want to acknowledge the contributions, particularly those from the
member for Oakleigh and the member for Mordialloc in terms of their reference to the rental reforms
that this government has made and the inclusion of further reforms to the Residential Tenancies
Act 1997 in this amendment bill, but most of my contribution today will be in relation to the
consequential amendments to the Gambling Regulation Act 2003.
Some of these amendments are relatively technical in nature and will make the application process for
wagering and betting licences more streamlined without compromising on probity matters. Now, these
are important measures but I do particularly want to focus on the harm minimisation elements of the
bill. The measures are really timely in light of the sharp increase in online gambling that we have seen
over the last few months.
In researching the bill, I noticed that there was a recent report that was released by the Australian
Institute of Family Studies into gambling in Australia during COVID-19. It surveyed over 2000 people
who were gambling during June and July. As has been noted by a number of speakers, notwithstanding
the physical closure of venues, on many occasions the rate of gambling has actually increased. In fact,
of the participants in the survey, one in three signed up for a new online betting account and one in 20
started gambling online. Overall, the frequency of gambling had also increased, so the proportion of
survey participants who gambled four or more times a week increased from 23 per cent to 32 per cent.
Australians are fond of and love a punt. Obviously horseracing continued throughout the pandemic
and professional sport came back into our living rooms, our lounge rooms, from late May/early June
and the access to these facilities then was never easier. We must accept that there are some in our
community for whom gambling becomes more than just a hobby; it becomes a serious issue of
addiction. I know people personally as well who have gone down this path. It is a very easy path to go
down and, before you know it, as it is an addiction you can lose control and not be able to regulate it
in the way that is needed. One of the other I guess facts that I came across in my research was the
amount of gambling losses that occur in Australia on a per capita basis. In 2017 this was approximately
$1300 per person, which is more than double that of comparable countries, such as New Zealand, the
United States and Canada.
As I said at the outset, I think the harm minimisation elements that are included in this bill in terms of
some of the regulatory reforms are the really important elements that we are bringing in. Specifically
in relation to keno games, the harm minimisation that the amendment brings in will bring it into line
with other forms of gambling in Victoria. The amendments are necessarily broad but they will allow
the minister to direct a keno game provider to meet a specified harm minimisation requirement that is
in the public interest. These directions may include any matter that the provider must comply with,
how the provider must comply with the requirement in whole or in part, and can be flexible with
respect to their application
I also welcome the significant penalties that non-compliance with a validly issued directive can attract
under the bill. A fine of 60 penalty units sends the appropriate message that the government is serious
about enforcing these important messages when deemed appropriate. The bill also strengthens the
regulation of online keno accounts to ensure that players can be identified and that funds are retained
and disbursed appropriately.
This is really important because it will prevent people who may be under the age of 18 from
inappropriately participating in online gaming. We see with access to online services it does become
much, much easier to access these services, and it is really important that access to online gaming
services is restricted to those who are legally able to gamble. It will also minimise the risk of money
laundering with enhanced identification requirements. The changes that are proposed will in my
opinion significantly strengthen the regulation and integrity of online keno.
Just turning to a number of the other key changes announced in this bill, as has been talked about, it
will strengthen the very important working with children scheme that we have in Victoria. As has been
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discussed, this is not the first time that we have looked at improving our working with children checks
in this state, and it is really about strengthening those arrangements so we have certainty over who is
working with children in a range of different environments. This particular change will allow for
information sharing between jurisdictions so that people who have been refused a working with
children check in another jurisdiction will be known to authorities if they try to get one here.
Turning to the changes to the Residential Tenancies Act 1997, the particular changes that are identified
in this bill again are small in nature but are really important. As has been discussed, the amendment
will allow for the termination of existing agreements and the creation of new agreements where a party
to an agreement has been subject to family or personal violence. The tribunal may make an order
terminating an order if a renter of the rented premises is excluded from their home because of a family
violence safety notice, an intervention order or a recognised domestic violence order or personal safety
order. These are really commonsense measures that I hope will give any Victorian who needs to leave
their home for safety reasons the confidence that they have the option to extinguish a potentially
burdensome lease arrangement.
I think these changes reflect quite a number of the changes that this government has made particularly
this year but also in the preceding years to the Residential Tenancies Act that are all about making
renting fairer and adjusting it to the circumstances that present at the time. Going into 2020 I do not
think anyone could have imagined the changes that would be forced upon us, particularly in the
residential space and in the leasing space, and how many changes have needed to occur to ensure that
people continue to have a roof over their head. It is so critical that people know and have that comfort
that they have a safe and secure place that they can call home.
Finally, there is a small change in the bill that has been made due to an agreement reached by the
commonwealth, states and territories in 2019 in relation to the Australian Consumer Law and Fair
Trading Act 2012. As I have said, it makes a number of important changes across a wide range of
consumer protection areas, and it will work to make our state a better place. I commend the bill to the
house.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (16:34): I am pleased to make a contribution on the Consumer and
Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020, covering some critical aspects, particularly the
residential tenancies amendments and of course those relating to the gaming and liquor regulation
portfolio and to the Working with Children Act 2005. I do not mind saying that with a willingness in
our family to get engaged and involved with young people through the Nippers as summer approaches,
I finally got around to doing my working with children check. I can advise that while the department
said it would take two weeks for said card to arrive, if you give them the good graces of the Melbourne
Cup public holiday, it came the very next day. Two weeks and a public holiday—I think they did
pretty well.
My wife, as a member of the board of a community health service, has a working with children check,
and I think it is great, particularly around surf lifesaving clubs, that working with children checks are
an applicable obligation for parents and guardians of families who want to engage their children in
those services and that you can have some confidence that working with children checks apply to all
guardians and parents who are engaged in surf lifesaving clubs.
We will work our way through the paperwork, but I am pleased to say that I think there is a greater
acceptance and understanding of the very significant work done by the Bracks government and a
former minister and member for Bundoora, Sherryl Garbutt, and others around that time in relation to
legislation that has provided a safe environment not only for children but for families to know that
their kids, more often than not, are being advocated for and protected and advanced in their interests
by other parents and guardians who have had working with children checks.
In relation to matters of gaming and liquor regulation, I do not mind saying that in Banyule, particularly
across the Ivanhoe electorate and Banyule City Council area, we were fortunate through the time of
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the former member for Dandenong and former gaming minister, who had other responsibilities at the
time, John Pandazopoulos, that he ensured that Banyule, particularly around the West Heidelberg area,
had an exclusion zone around numbers of machines in relation to gambling and poker machines for
3081. There was effectively a 3081 exclusion zone that had a different application around poker
machines and gambling in the West Heidelberg community compared to the broader Banyule area,
which I think took account of a lot of socio-economic issues to make sure that it was sort of ‘Darebin
plus 3081’. Some significant restraints were applied around gambling in the Darebin council area just
outside of my electorate, in the electorate of the member for Preston. There was Darebin Plus, which
included 3081. While in many cases Ivanhoe is a rather affluent electorate, which I represent, those
restraints did not allow in a gambling sense the opportunities for poker machines to be, I suppose,
dumped in the 3081 postcode. There were some checks and balances there.
I think in broad terms when we talk about liquor and gaming regulation in relation to the miscellaneous
amendments bill there have been some significant applications of policy over a long period of time
and regulation in this place that have been of benefit to my community. That is no reflection on those
services that provide opportunities for not only employment but entertainment and socialisation in my
electorate. I am very supportive of that broad range of opportunities for people right across the Ivanhoe
electorate, certainly right across Ivanhoe and particularly in West Heidelberg—service providers like
the West Heidelberg RSL, or RSL on Bell as they are known these days. They reopened just last night.
For that community to get together again and for those people to get back to work again is really
significant, but there are some overlying public policy decisions that the Bracks government advanced
and which were advocated for by later Labor governments which have ensured some greater
protections and advancements of the interests of parts of my community that are very significant. To
those other hospitality providers outside the clubs in my electorate, I know that they are really keen to
get back to work and to provide opportunities for employment and opportunities for families and
friends to get together right across my electorate.
Can I say also that in relation to the residential tenancies amendments there is some very significant
ongoing work from the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 review—work that was done by our
government. For all of us it is the most significant purchase if you are fortunate enough to purchase a
home of your own. But the most significant thing that you do when you get the opportunity to leave
home for many people—not for everyone but for many—is to strike out on your own or perhaps with
mates and rent somewhere. Those obligations and responsibilities are not only for the tenant; they are
also for the landlord. We have all had our experiences and opportunities.
I know that with CPI being what it is, for only $100 a week for a one-bedroom flat there in Raglan
Street, Newtown, Geelong—only a few drop-punts from the Geelong Advertiser, where I was
working, and a couple more drop-punts down to the footy club—I was well and truly in my element.
A few hundred dollars a week from the newspaper, $100 on the rent, a little bit to save and a little bit
to get out and enjoy what Geelong has to offer. My neighbour, the landlord, lived next door—
Mr Di Lorenzo, Bruno. He owned the whole six flats where we lived at the time, and I often asked
Bruno why he kept working. He worked very hard as a concreter, and I said, ‘Well, Bruno, maybe it’s
time to retire’, and he said, ‘No. You retire, you die. You work, you live’. So Bruno worked very hard.
He was a great landlord. I was very fortunate, but not everybody has a great experience. Not everybody
has the opportunity to engage with people in what is their home and to be advocated for and respected
in the place that they want to call their own.
It was an interesting time. I had a view from the front balcony there to the next street, Virginia Street.
A former member for South Barwon, Mike Crutchfield, lived there. I used to look into the backyard
there from my place in Raglan Street across to Virginia Street. It was a much flasher street in Newtown
than Raglan, and of course Crutchie was just in the next street. It was a small place, Geelong, but a
great place, and Raglan Street was home for a very, very long time—six or seven years. Can I say that
if you can find a landlord that will look out for your interests and find a dual respect, you can live a
great life and you can have that security that so many people crave.
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Of course the biggest landlord in Victoria is the state government, as a public housing landlord.
Certainly for most of the community of West Heidelberg their representative is me as their state
member of Parliament, and the Department of Health and Human Services is their landlord. We take
those responsibilities very seriously not only in relation to making sure their services work correctly
but that the people we send to look after maintenance obligations are people who—and if you are
inviting strangers into your home, you want to know this—are professionals. They do a professional
job and they are held accountable when they do not.
Those people of West Heidelberg are not tenants; they are absolutely residents. It is their home. You
only have to see their gardens and the way they look after their place—a place where they raise their
families, a place where people come and go and a place of great memories. I know I take the
responsibilities very seriously—as does the government as the biggest landlord in Victoria for our
public housing residents. I certainly do not just see them as tenants. They are residents, and they look
after those homes and are great advocates for them. I am hopeful that in the budget we will see further
investment in these homes—where they live in our community—particularly across the Bell Bardia
and Tarakan estates, which we have since bulldozed and made plans for to reinvest in those great
communities, those great homes from the 1956 Olympics which were well and truly due for an upgrade.
I am confident that our government will deliver in this budget an investment again in those
communities that have invested in raising their families over very many generations in those
communities and made them what they are today. The very least we can do is reinvest again in the
future generations of those communities that are going to make great contributions across West
Heidelberg. So can I say in relation to these miscellaneous amendments that there are very significant
issues for our government, ones on which we continue to provide great reforms and ones that I think
deserve the acclamation and support of this house.
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) (16:44): I am pleased to rise to speak on the Consumer and Other Acts
Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020, and I would like to begin by thanking the Attorney-General
and the Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation for the work that they have
done on this bill. This bill, as we have heard, makes a number of amendments to the acts in the
consumer affairs, gaming and liquor regulation portfolio, in particular the Working with Children
Act 2005. The bill amends this act to enable information sharing with the Australian Criminal
Intelligence Commission and participation in the national reference system.
What this aims to do is strengthen the protections under the Working with Children Act 2005 by
ensuring that people who have been refused a working with children check have that information
recorded in the working with children check national reference system. This is a database established
and maintained by the Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission and accessible to working with
children check screening agencies across the country. That means that if someone has been refused a
check in another jurisdiction and attempts to get one in Victoria, then we will know about it, and this
is a really important part of this bill.
The working with children checks are important to communities like mine in Geelong. We know our
children have to be safe in the care of others, and we have heard many, many stories in this place and
in our communities of when children are not safe, so we need to be confident that our children are in
safe hands. Whether it is in sporting clubs, other community organisations, scout groups, churches—
whatever community aspect it is—we need to ensure that our children are safe in that environment.
Those applicants who have been refused will then be prohibited from engaging in child-related work
unless they are assessed as not posing an unjustifiable risk to the safety of children, and as I said, this
is what our community expects. They expect us to keep their children safe.
We have heard in this place, given the royal commission into child sexual abuse, there were
13 orphanages in Geelong that have a shocking history of child sex abuse, and for many in my
electorate anything to better protect children is really welcomed. We have the Care Leavers Australasia
Network, which is the survivor support group located in Geelong, and they continually advocate for
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the safety of children. They know exactly what has gone on for them. They have given evidence to the
royal commission in the past and actively pursue the safety of children, no matter what. So I really do
appreciate and acknowledge the work that CLAN does; they are a very impressive group of people
who will not let up and will continue to advocate for the safety of children.
Any individual who has been refused a working with children check in another state or territory based
on a category A offence such as murder or a sexual offence committed by an adult against a child will
be automatically prohibited from working with children. That is what we expect, and that is what I
know my community expect. It is also important to note that Victoria has one of the strictest
approaches to what constitutes a category A offence in obtaining a working with children check and
therefore who is automatically prohibited from working with children.
So I am really pleased that by working with every screening agency in this country and sharing
negative assessment decisions we have made with the national reference system, these amendments
represent a major step towards achieving greater national consistency of working with children checks
and greater protections for our kids and further demonstrate Victoria’s commitment to responding to
the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.
As I said, we have heard many stories in this place when talking about that royal commission, and
there are many people still in this place who were on that on the inquiry that was done at a state level.
I know how difficult it was for them to hear that evidence and to ensure that it does not happen again,
and we all have a responsibility to ensure that it does not happen again.
The Residential Tenancies Act has been around for quite some time, and I think, having worked in the
housing sector many, many years ago before becoming a member of Parliament, the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997 was something that we were able to use to protect tenants and to also represent
them to ensure that they got a fair go in their tenancies. The bill also focuses on the Residential
Tenancies Amendment Act 2018 to support the effective implementation of the government’s rental
reform package.
The bill also amends the Consumer Legislation Amendment Act 2019 to defer the default
commencement date for that act to ensure that the residential tenancies amendments carried by that
act can be proclaimed to commence at the same time as the Residential Tenancies Amendment
Act 2018 reform package. Our commitment to tenants has been a really strong and an important one,
and I am really proud to be part of a government that ensures that some of the most vulnerable people
in our community, who rely on private rental, are protected as much as possible.
I think the reforms around providing for pets in residential tenancies are really important ones; it has
been really important over this year in particular during the COVID pandemic. The isolation that
people have had to endure has been really significant and has had significant impacts on people’s
mental health, and we know that particularly for older people in our community having a pet makes a
huge difference. They may not have regular visitors and they may not have family members that can
provide support, but by having a pet it becomes part of their family, and they become very attached to
those pets. So if you are in a tenancy and you cannot have a pet, then your mental health is impacted
as well. I know many people in the past have really wanted to have their pets, and I know a lot of
homeless people have refused accommodation because they could not take their pet with them. I think
there are significant improvements for tenants in allowing them to have animals.
Also the arrangements between tenants and landlords under the Solar Homes program is another really
significant reform. It provides an opportunity for landlords and tenants to negotiate around having solar
put on their homes, and we know solar saves on power bills. For many tenants, they are often in
situations where they are paying high rents they often cannot afford and they are often reliant on welfare
services to help them get through. I know in my community in Geelong that in the private rental market
the rents are quite high. Families do it really tough when they are renting a three- or four-bedroom house
in my community. Having to meet the costs of that can be very challenging, and it is very challenging
for many. I am not saying that it is always going to work, but I think the opportunity is there for people
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to negotiate with their landlord to have solar panels put on their roof, which as a consequence can save
them on their energy costs, and we know that is really important for those people.
There are a number of other reforms in the bill—around rooming house operators, for example. Again,
we do not have many rooming houses left in Geelong; they are really long gone unfortunately, but
they did provide a great service to a lot of people, particularly single people who found it really difficult
to rent a property. So the rooming house side of it is probably more relevant to other areas in the state,
not so much to mine. But the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 has been an act that has provided
protection for many people over a very long period of time. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) (16:54): I rise today to speak on the Consumer and Other Acts
Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020. The bill makes important changes to the acts relating to
consumer affairs, gaming and liquor regulation, including the Working with Children Act 2005 and
also the Gambling Regulation Act 2003.
Of course we know on this side of the house that the government continues to ensure that proper
gambling and wagering safeguards are in place for our community. There are a number of new
measures in this bill, which for keno licensing will make sure that player identities are in place, keep
player funds in a trust for the player and most importantly introduce a harm minimisation framework
and strengthen a number of changes, including protecting against under-age gambling, especially
online. We have seen the traditional way of gambling change over the years and the rise and the
popularity of online gambling. Making sure that these safeguards are in place is absolutely important
to my electorate. Most of all, ensuring that we minimise harm as well to protect players and to protect
the industry is absolutely integral. These changes mirror the requirements for gambling and wagering
licences, and as I said, we do know that for some who lose control the harms of gambling can be
absolutely detrimental both for themselves and their families and for communities. Our government
will always prioritise gambling responsibly, and the amendments in this bill will make sure that the
safeguards are in place.
I do also want to acknowledge two great local sporting clubs in my electorate, the Green Gully Soccer
Club and the St Albans Sports Club. Not only are they great sporting clubs but they do provide an
opportunity for community members to socialise—entertainment, a place to eat—and most
importantly job opportunities as well. The St Albans Football Club has been running since 1946. As I
said, it is a great sporting organisation. It provides senior and junior sporting programs, both AFL
footy and cricket. I know that players and the whole team at St Albans Sports Club were looking
forward to getting back to training. I would also like to state that the Green Gully Soccer Club was
founded by the local Maltese community—an integral part of the tapestry of St Albans—in 1955, and
they have a very strong and active soccer organisation at Green Gully Soccer Club. It is an institution,
and as I said, it not only provides sporting activity, it is one of the best soccer clubs I dare say not only
in Brimbank but also in the west. It has had national significance as well. They are looking forward to
getting back. The club doors are opening this weekend, training is coming back into place and most
of all I know that the hospitality staff members are looking forward to getting back to their jobs.
It has been an extremely tough year for the local community sporting clubs. You know, these clubs
are run with passion by community members and have been strong for many decades. It is important
that we continue to have those appropriate amendments and safeguards not only for the clubs but also
for patrons, so we are making sure that we do acknowledge that these clubs—and I certainly do
acknowledge this—play a critical role in our community and making sure that the safeguards, as I
said, for responsible gambling are in place.
I also want to reflect on the working with children check (WWCC). Previous speakers on the side of
the house have adequately spoken about the importance of keeping Victorian kids safe, and the
working with children check is vital and protects Victorian children. I recall a number of years ago
that I had my working with children check. It was, as the member for Ivanhoe stated, a very smooth
process—an easy process, actually. The timing and the turnaround was important. At that particular
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time I was travelling with young students, as part of the Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize, to Greece. It
was an amazing experience for the young students, who were from various schools across Victoria, to
gain a greater understanding of World War I and II, the history, the culture and just the experience.
It is so important to make sure that the appropriate checks are in place to protect children and young
students as well. It is really important that this bill introduces critical changes to the Working with
Children Act 2005, enabling information sharing across the country with the Australian Criminal
Intelligence Commission and participation in the national reference system. It means when someone
applies for a WWCC and is not successful, they will not be able to then apply in other states, including
Victoria. This is an absolutely integral change to the system. It is about making sure that no child is at
risk. These measures, as I have said, will strengthen the national reference system on the safety of our
children, create national consistency and, most importantly, keep our kids safe.
Our government has a track record of making sure that we protect and invest in our children and our
families. In the last few days we have seen over $780 000 invested locally in my electorate of
St Albans as part of the 2021 school readiness funding to kindergartens. Just today we have seen a
further announcement by the Andrews Labor government that we will have free kindergarten in 2021.
What this means to kindergartens and young families in my area of St Albans is that there will be more
out-of-hours care next year but, most importantly, it will provide that financial support to young
families, and that is really important.
This is a further $169 million in funding. We are making sure that, regardless of where you live,
regardless of the postcode, every kid and every family has the best start, and that is an absolutely
integral part of this legislation, so making sure that we are combating educational disadvantage,
whether it is cultural, whether it is language barriers, and that young kids get that best educational start
through the system from child care, kindergarten and primary school and the pathway on that
education journey. Most importantly, we are making sure that we are easing the pressure on
households. That is critical. We have had a very tough year; I know that families in St Albans have
been doing it very tough. These are some measures that can protect them and make sure, most
importantly, that no-one is missing out and families can have a little bit of ease. As I said, it is so
important to make sure that our kids are protected and safe and we are able to give that support so that
kids and families can thrive in our communities. That is a really integral part I think of some of these
changes in this bill.
As I said, it does not matter where you live, every child deserves to be safe and protected, and this bill
delivers on our commitment. I want to also thank the Attorney-General and the Minister for Consumer
Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms ADDISON (Wendouree) (17:04): It is always great to follow my parliamentary friend and
colleague the member of St Albans. It was really great to hear about her commitment and interest in
responsible gambling, which is what this legislation addresses, as well as her deep care for the children
of St Albans and just her enthusiasm about our kinder grants and school readiness fund. The member
for St Albans is such a great local member who cares so much about her community, so it is always
lovely to be in the house to hear her contributions.
I am also pleased to follow the member for Geelong. I share the concerns that she has put forward
about the safety of children. Ballarat, like Geelong, does have a tragic history of institutional child
abuse with our orphanages and with our churches, and to hear her talk so powerfully about the
importance of protecting our children is certainly something I share very deeply.
I have just got to mention the member for Ivanhoe. Every time he gets up you learn a little bit more
about his preparliamentary life and his times in Geelong. He is a great storyteller and always happy to
share his experiences with the house, and I am always happy to listen to those.
Today we are talking about the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020, and
I wish to thank the Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation as well as the
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ministerial office and the department for the work that has gone into this quite complex piece of
legislation that we are debating today that changes so many different acts. We have got the Gambling
Regulation Act 2003, the Working with Children Act 2005, the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 and
the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018. We have got the Rooming House Operators
Act 2016, the Consumer Legislation Amendment Act 2019, as well as the Australian Consumer Law
and Fair Trading Act 2012. So there are certainly a lot of changes that this bill is going to make across
the consumer affairs, gaming and liquor regulation portfolio. This bill will introduce a number of
amendments to the acts previously named, but because of the width and breadth of the amount of acts
that we are dealing with in this one piece of legislation I am really going to focus on the Working with
Children Act 2005 as well as looking at some of the positive changes that the Andrews Labor
government is making to the Residential Tenancies Act and the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act.
As a parent you worry about your children. You want to protect your children from harm and keep
them safe when they are not with you. As a mother of two daughters I am conscious about their safety
and wellbeing when they are at school participating in sport and recreation, when they are on camp
and undertaking activities and when they are in the care of adults in a range of different situations, and
knowing we have a strong working with children check system provides me and many parents with a
level of comfort. Importantly, this bill includes amendments to the Working with Children Act 2005
that aim to make these checks more rigorous by extending the jurisdictions that can be checked upon
when those background checks are being made. The working with children check is a screening
process for assessing or reassessing people who work with or care for children. Community members
are required to get a working with children check when they are engaged with work which could be
volunteering, practical training or paid employment or when a person’s work usually involves direct
contact with a child or children, including physical or face-to-face contact and oral or electronic
communication, and when this contact is not occasional direct contact and is not incidental to the
person’s work.
As a former teacher, it is a requirement of all teachers’ Victoria Institute of Teaching registration to
have a working with children check—something that I welcome. It is a check that we require many
people to have, including childcare workers, counsellors, foster parents, coaches, tutors, school crossing
supervisors and providers of photography services and transport, just to name a few. Knowing that these
people who will be spending time with children have successfully applied for a working with children
check means that they have no recorded history of a behaviour that could be a threat to vulnerable
children in their care. When an application is made for a working with children check a detailed check
of the applicant’s criminal history and relevant professional conduct is made to protect children from
sexual or physical harm. As a parent this provides me with peace of mind when my children are at
swimming squad and when they are at dance lessons, basketball and a range of other activities.
The amendments that we are making to the Working with Children Act further demonstrate Victoria’s
commitment to responding to the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. Child safety is important to all of us. Sadly, we know too well the
tragic impact and the extreme distress that child abuse can cause. Coming from Ballarat, given our city’s
history of institutional child abuse, this is very well known in my community. We know the damage
and the hurt reverberates for many decades after the abuse. It impacts individuals, families and the
whole of the community. Therefore it is so important that we put the protection of children at the centre
of our reform agenda and use whatever levers of government we have to keep our children safe.
Children represent some of the most vulnerable Victorians, and because of this I am pleased this bill
makes amendments to the Working with Children Act to enable information sharing with the
Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission and participation in the new national reference system.
By strengthening the protections, we are addressing the very important issue of improving the
protection and safety of children across Victoria.
This legislation will ensure that every person who has been refused a working with children check will
have that information recorded in the Working with Children National Reference System. This
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important information regarding rejected applications needs to be captured and recorded on the
national database for future reference. The national reference system has been established and will be
maintained at a federal level and will be accessible to all the agencies in different states and territories
across the country, including Victoria. The nationally consistent approach to increasing protections for
child safety across Australian jurisdictions will close the net on individuals seeking to cross state and
territory borders to avoid state-based screening and assessment of their criminal history and relevant
professional conduct. By working with every screening agency in the country and sharing negative
assessment decisions with the national reference system, we are not only increasing the protections for
Victorian kids but keeping kids across Australia safe by sharing information and flagging individuals
who have been assessed as not appropriate to have access to our children. This means that they cannot
have access to kids through community organisations, they cannot have access to kids in sporting clubs
and they cannot work as a school crossing supervisor if they are an unfit person to be with children.
This is very, very important, because, as I said, children are some of the most vulnerable Victorians
that it is our job to protect.
The changes being proposed in this bill represent a major step towards achieving greater national
consistency and ultimately greater protection for Victoria’s children but, when we think about it, it is
also about protecting our nation’s future. What this means in the simplest terms is that if an individual
has been refused a working with children check in another jurisdiction, we will identify them and
ensure that they do not get access to one here. The outcome will be that the applicant will then be
prohibited from engaging in child-related work. The only exception would be if the individual was
assessed as not posing an unjustifiable risk to the safety of children.
It is important to note that any person who has been refused a working with children check in another
state or territory based on a category A offence—for example, a sexual offence committed by an adult
against a child, or murder—will automatically be prohibited from working with children. I would like
to stress that in Victoria we have one of the strictest approaches to what makes up a category A offence
in obtaining a working with children check, and they are automatically prohibited. So I recommend
this bill to the house for the future of our children.
Mr FOWLES (Burwood) (17:14): It is my delight to rise in this weird little fishbowl contraption
and make a contribution around the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020.
I thank my friend the member for Wendouree for her passionate contribution about the very significant
importance of looking after our kids. I think that is one matter, member for Croydon, that we can
probably all agree on in this place, I would have thought, and hers was a terrific contribution. I am not
proposing to contribute anything quite so weighty. In fact to the audient at home and to the drafters of
this legislation, I would like to extend my commiserations, because in the world of breathtakingly
boring bills this one is right up there. It is a series of amendments so technical that at one point—it
was literally just minutes ago—I found myself nodding off in attempting to interpret clauses as wildly
exciting as the insertion of new section 10.5.14B after section 10.5.14A of the Gambling Regulation
Act 2003, which provides that:
Nothing in this Division authorises or permits an inspector to—
(a) inspect or seize a personal electronic device that is or may be used to participate in gambling
authorised by or under this Act or another Act; or
(b) require a person to answer questions or provide information in relation to any such device …

I, for the life of me, do not actually really know what that pertains to, but what I am certain of is that
this is important. The work of the Parliament is important, even if the changes we are contemplating
today are largely technical in nature, and it is fair to say that a good chunk of this bill is largely technical
in nature.
But the subject matter is not so much technical. I note that a good chunk of this bill relates to the game
of keno, which I have to say is not a game or a pastime that, frankly, I have turned my mind to much
over the last 20 or 30 years, but the member opposite might remember that they used to read the keno
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numbers, I think, on Channel 7. If I recall correctly, Max Walker I reckon might have hosted that for
a period. It had that catchy jingle: ‘Keno, da da da, spot, match, win!’.
Mr Edbrooke interjected.
Mr FOWLES: Yes, I do not mean to put an ad in the field for them, but it is worth noting that of
course on average you are far more likely to not spot, not match and not win, because the odds are
always stacked against the punter. When it comes to the regulation of gaming, we should as a
Parliament I think apply part of the Hippocratic oath: first, do no harm. Any time we think about
gambling and gaming regulation in this place, we should be first turning our mind to doing no harm.
There can be no doubt—I mean, there are any number of stories—about the harm that gaming and
gambling have done to families right across the nation and also in Victoria. I am very pleased that the
government invests as heavily as it does in a whole bunch of support programs, such as Gamblers
Anonymous, that assist people in dealing with the very real consequences of addiction, particularly
gambling addiction obviously in this case. These are very, very serious matters. They have very serious
consequences for the families involved, and as much as I might make light of the medium in this place
because keno is certainly at the quirkier end of the gambling spectrum, it does give us pause—it gives
us a moment—to consider the harm that unrestricted, unregulated gambling can do.
One of the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic this year of course has been that there has been
very little electronic gaming machine usage in the state of Victoria—basically none for an extended
period right throughout the lockdown and only coming back in in small measure. There will be
academics—perhaps it is not so much an exercise for this place—and there will be plenty of people
researching the consequences of that period of imposed abstinence when it comes to electronic gaming
machines, examining whether there were substitute gambling activities going on, such as online
gambling and the like, or whether in fact people, because they lost that slightly social element of using
electronic gaming machines, did not find themselves gambling and sadly, in many cases, gambling
away their money during that lockdown period. Of course there were plenty of other stresses to
compensate for perhaps that one being removed, but I think it will be a very interesting exercise for
people perhaps outside of this place to turn their minds to and to understand what the impact has been
of that kind of gambling holiday. I speculate that that might well have been the nexus, the moment,
that perhaps disrupted an addiction for some Victorians. It might be that some good in fact comes out
of the pandemic, at least in that very, very narrow respect.
This bill also turns its mind to the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 to provide that a residential retail
provider who prepares a fixed-term agreement, irrespective of the length of that agreement, will
commit an offence if they include a prohibited term. This extends the operation of the existing rule
such that it is not just for those with leases over five years but in fact for all fixed-term renters. The
sorts of terms that are presently prohibited—and I think this is good policy and ultimately good law—
are terms that require renters to take out insurance that would clearly insure the risk of the landlord
rather than of the tenant; terms that provide that if the renter contravenes the agreement they are going
to be liable to pay an increased rent or all or part of the remaining rent or some sort of penalty or
liquidated damages; or terms that require the premises to be professionally cleaned, unless it is
contained in that standard form agreement.
I think one of the observations I would make about this year is that we have probably never been
through a period where tenancies broadly have been so contested. It has been an extraordinarily
challenging period for landlords and tenants alike, and I say that not just of the residential space but of
the commercial space and the industrial space as well. Clearly there is a power imbalance, typically,
between a landlord and a tenant, but sometimes it is not quite as apparent as you might expect. A
number of landlords in my electorate themselves live in rental accommodation privately. They own a
small investment property that they—under circumstances I became familiar with—cannot live in
because it is too small, so they rent that out. They themselves are renters. There have been
circumstances where I guess the assumption has been that there is that significant power imbalance,
and my observation would be that that is not always the case.
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But that said, there have been plenty of examples—and I will turn to the commercial universe—where
landlords have thrown their heads into the sand and deliberately not engaged with tenants because they
did not want to give rental waivers or rental discounts at any stage during the pandemic. So it does not
surprise me that we need to be looking closely at both the Residential Tenancies Act and other acts as
we make our way through the balance of 2020, because this is a contested space and it really affects a
very, very large number of Victorians; a very, very large number of Victorian small businesses; and a
very, very large number of Victorian large businesses. The difficulty that many have when it comes
to a contested lease scenario is lack of portability. It is very hard for a pub to move their business. It
might be a bit different for a clothing store, for example, but a pub’s identity is attached to the building,
so if they end up in a dispute with their landlord and they leave, they leave all their goodwill behind.
That is one example, I guess, where unfortunately we have seen some bloody-minded behaviour out
there, and I think we have seen a little bit of that in the residential tenancies space as well.
Certainly anecdotally there has been an uptick in demand for rooming house-type accommodation in
my electorate, and there has been an uptick, probably travelling with that, in some of the amenity
concerns that have come through my office as a result of the increasing density being wedged into some
of these rooming house facilities. It is important that as a government we continue to take proactive
measures to ensure that all Victorians irrespective of their housing circumstances are adequately
protected. This bill forms just one part of that picture, and I am happy to commend it to the house.
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (17:24): Like the member for Burwood, I am very pleased to have the
opportunity this afternoon to contribute to debate on this bill, an important piece of legislation, the
Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020. There have been a number of
contributions from this side of the house this afternoon that I think have spoken in great detail and at
great length about the provisions within this piece of legislation that are going to certainly make a lot
of things much better as they go forward. I did just want to touch on the opportunity—those on this
side of the house, particularly in the contribution from the member for Geelong, spoke about that
important opportunity—for those that rent to be able to have pets within a rental premises.
Certainly many of the opportunities that those who own their own home are afforded should also be
given to those who rent. It is particularly important for areas within my community because there are
a number of rentals within the Sunbury electorate, not just within the Sunbury community but in
Tullamarine, Gladstone Park, Diggers Rest and a very small part of Keilor and Gowanbrae as well. It
is important that we are always as a government making sure that we are providing the fairest and
safest opportunities for those that rent, and this bill contains some provisions to do that, which I will
go to a little later on.
The bill, like many others that this government has brought to the house, delivers on the plans that we
have for the people of Victoria—for communities right across this state, whether they are here in the
CBD, whether they live in the suburbs or whether they live in rural and regional Victoria. It is great to
be here, knowing that that hard border between regional and metro Victoria is now down and people
have the opportunity to safely move between the two. I know that that is something that has been
spoken about through my office and to me directly for some time. I do want to take the opportunity to
remind people to be safe in their travels and do the right thing, but there is a wonderful opportunity for
people to move about our state, which we know they love so very much, especially as the weather
warms up.
I did listen quite closely to the lead speaker from the opposition on this bill. I think that the lead speaker,
the member for Forest Hill, is a fairly reasonable member of Parliament and a fairly reasonable person.
I did notice in his contribution that he did speak for quite a long time about the changes to the sitting
dates of the house. I just want to make the point that it is most important that this government is
representing all Victorians. This has been an extraordinary year, a massive year of change, not just in
Victoria but nationally and right across the world. I think it is important to make the point that we may
have a little bit of trouble wrangling our diaries from time to time, and that is part of the job, but what
is most important is that we are in here fighting for those people within our communities who need us

BILLS
Tuesday, 10 November 2020

Legislative Assembly

3249

the most, and some inconvenience in relation to our diary is certainly not the biggest problem that you
strike through a global pandemic.
I just want to take the opportunity again to thank all of those that have done a considerable amount of
work on this piece of legislation. It is an important bill that makes a number of amendments to a
number of acts in the consumer affairs, gaming and liquor regulation portfolio, as others have
mentioned. I do know that you, Acting Speaker Suleyman, spoke about the importance of some of
those venues within your electorate, which is just down the road from mine, and some of the work that
is done within local communities by some of these great venues that have unfortunately through
COVID not been able to operate. What we want to see is these venues operating at their best—these
venues that are able to create good, reliable local jobs—but also undertaking measures not just in the
COVID space but within the gaming and liquor space to provide for a safe environment for those
patrons that attend but also for families and communities as well.
I have got what was formerly the Sunbury Bowling Club, which I believe my family were members
of many years ago, and is now Club Sunbury, just down the road from where I live. That is a terrific
local venue, run extremely well. They reached out to me, as I am sure other venues reached out to
other members of Parliament through the pandemic, to see what they could do and how we could help
them reopen. I am really pleased that the reopening now has happened, but it is incredibly important
that this venue, like all venues, is able to operate safely, and that is, as I said, not just within the COVID
space but within the liquor and gaming space as well. We know that gaming occurs, we know that
people within our community enjoy these activities, but it is also important that there are safeguards
in place, and that is most important for the individual and for the family.
The bill also contains amendments to establish the future gambling licence arrangements and
amendments to support the implementation of the government’s residential tenancies reforms, which
I will come to a little later if time permits. The bill includes amendments to the Working with Children
Act 2005, and I did have the great pleasure of listening to the member for Ivanhoe and his contribution.
I think he mentioned that he had got his working with children check. Certainly it is important that
these checks and balances are in place when taking care of some of our youngest Victorians, and this
provision within the framework is really important. I think many members have mentioned that, and
I certainly agree with what they have mentioned in their contributions.
If I can go back to the gaming aspect, the bill will enable multiple keno licences to be issued and for the
terms, including an exclusivity period, to be set in a licence. It will enable the secretary to delegate
functions in the keno and wagering and betting licence procedures and will provide the secretary with
the flexibility to delegate functions to the deputy secretary or the executive director. It does a range of
other things that I know that a number of other members have mentioned, particularly around the
authority, which currently provides for the minister to only approve a keno game if the game is a rapiddraw lottery, is a game of which the outcome is determined by a random number generator that draws
a number or a set of numbers from a larger set of numbers, is not a game that is conducted on a totalisator
and is not a game where the results are based on the outcome of a live event. It is proposed to amend—
so to change, if you like—the definition of a keno game by inserting a regulation-making power to
prescribe certain matters, such as the minimum number of draws that must be conducted per day and
the maximum frequency in draws that will be permitted. It also makes some changes to the Liquor
Control Reform Act 1998, which others have mentioned, and a number of other things within that.
If I can very briefly go to the Working with Children Act, this government has at each and every
opportunity invested in and thought long and hard about all of the things that we can do for young
people—for those that go to our local kinders, our primary schools, our secondary schools and right
through into tertiary and TAFE. This government has done this both with investment but also with a
range of new initiatives. If I think about many of the initiatives, particularly the one that was announced
today around free kinder—an outstanding announcement that goes to making sure we are looking after
and working with young people in this state to give them the very best chance in life—I have only got
to look at my little one and how she has grown up through the pandemic now. She was a baby when

BILLS
3250

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, 10 November 2020

the pandemic started and now she is a toddler and into absolutely everything within the house, but it
is that development and those small milestones that mean so much to families and mean so much to
those young Victorians. So we are making sure that we are investing in the services and the
opportunities to keep kids safe. What could be more important than that?
The bill does a range of things. I am conscious of time and the time remaining. I do commend all of
those that have put work into bringing this piece of legislation before the house—another piece of
important legislation from the Andrews Labor government. I am happy to commend the bill.
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater) (17:34): I shall not be getting used to this position, I must say. I am
only here out of inconvenience rather that anything else. But it is with great pleasure that I rise today
to speak on the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020 and of course to be
back in Parliament again, the people’s house. I did note the member for Sunbury discussing the
member for Forest Hill, the lead speaker of the opposition, talking about this government’s
commitment, the amount of sitting days et cetera, et cetera. I do not think there has ever been a
government in Victoria that has been as committed as this government, the Andrews government, is
in its second term to delivering for the people of Victoria.
Whether it is in the people’s house, chosen as part of the democracy—we know how 2018 went; I am
very glad to be here—or whether it is in our communities delivering in areas from education to roads
to public transport, we will deliver each and every single day. Delivering for our communities has
never been more important—and listening to our communities in what has been a tumultuous year, a
very difficult year for people. We certainly acknowledge that. Our communities are not recognised or
identified on partisan-political lines. They are not the Labor ones and the Liberal ones—I have got no
doubt. I have seen very good people in Croydon as well. The member for Croydon, we have all had
our communities really rise to the occasion and back each other in when we have needed it most. And
2020 has been a year when, yes, there has been political partisanship and there has been a politicisation
of the pandemic—sadly, at times, not by all but certainly by some—but I think it is safe to say our
community as a whole have for the large part put politics behind them and have put the pandemic front
and centre. It has certainly shaped the way that they have responded to one another and helped one
another out. The level of kindness shown to each other has certainly been something that I have been
very proud of as a member.
Of course we know that the easing of restrictions comes as very welcome news, as relief, for everyone
across the state of Victoria. Our state is whole again, and it is something that I am really excited about.
I am actually heading to Shepparton this weekend, which I am looking forward to, with my partner.
Her family live up there. I have seen them for probably a total of a couple of hours, so I know much
like many other families in the state the separation has been really tough, particularly for many families
who have not seen their newborns, for grandparents who have not seen their grandkids, nieces and
nephews. I know this weekend I and I am sure many others in this place will be looking forward to
supporting our regional Victorian communities. That comes, of course—that freedom, that elation—
from having the easing of restrictions announced by the Premier this last weekend. It is a resulting
further easing of the restrictions of these last few weeks and months off the back of the fantastic work
by the Victorian community not just to come together but to fight this virus and to combat this virus.
We have now seen 11 days of zeros—doughnuts, as I have heard them referred to. I need a diet change
at the best of times, but if we are still doing doughnuts, it will be 12 tomorrow—what a place to be. It
is a fantastic result. We can acknowledge the challenges that we have had this year but also enjoy the
wins, enjoy the successes, that belong to each Victorian. Particularly with my community, I am so
very proud of the work that they have done. I have been out—in a COVID-safe manner—again
supporting our sporting clubs and our businesses. I went out to the Elephant Corridor in the member
for Mount Waverley’s patch with my grandparents, who live out that way. They were very happy to
see their grandson again. That is a fantastic restaurant with fantastic service there. I have also been out
in my patch supporting local businesses.
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We are back today in the people’s house to continue to deliver for all Victorians, because they deserve
nothing less and because they have given us their faith and they have worked their guts out to deal
with everything that COVID has thrown up. Of course we know today that as part of that work there
was a very exciting announcement, one where I thought, ‘Well, this is fantastic. This is great news.
This builds on our commitment to delivering in the education space’—free kinder. Wowee! I mean,
in 2021 we know the cost of living and the cost pressures on many families who are still doing it tough.
Let us not forget for a moment that, despite some of the easing of restrictions and I guess the weight
that has been lifted, for many in our community, off their shoulders, there are still going to be a lot of
challenges ahead at the end of this year, into Christmas and of course into next year. Lifting that cost
burden for so many families by providing free kinder across this state is going to be a significant weight
off their shoulders—so a fantastic announcement.
We have got a budget, on 24 November—24th, that is the correct date?
Mr Edbrooke interjected.
Mr TAYLOR: Yes. Excellent; I have remembered it. It has been a couple of days since I looked
at the date.
Mr Edbrooke interjected.
Mr TAYLOR: Member for Frankston, I love Christmas. I might say the magic of Christmas was
lost to me when people stopped buying me presents, so if anyone wants to—
Mr Donnellan interjected.
Mr TAYLOR: Exactly. So the budget is my Christmas, and I am certainly very hopeful that the
community of Bayswater—no doubt, not too dissimilar to last year—will have more to be delivered
for them. Last year we saw a new building for Bayswater Primary and a new building for Boronia
Heights Primary.
Mr Edbrooke: Put that in the stocking.
Mr TAYLOR: Yes, put that in the stocking. I am not sure it would fit. We are now seeing those
projects come to fruition, with Baysie delivered and Boronia Heights under construction, to be done
very soon. We have got a new building for Knox SES, a new building for the Basin CFA station, lots
of other things and items being delivered right across the Bayswater community and right across this
state. So we have got a lot to look forward to in this budget. It is going to be bigger and better than
ever. We use that word ‘unprecedented’, and jeez, I know it is getting a bit old, but it will be
unprecedented, and it has got to be big. It has got to be big because we know this budget is so important.
I think every state Treasurer—and I know our Treasurer—has said the same thing. This has to be
unprecedented. It has got to be big because we know this will be one of the most significant budgets
that our great Treasurer will have the great pleasure and privilege of delivering for all Victorians,
because it will really set the scene for where we want to go after COVID and for who we are.
We know what the RBA governor said of governments across the globe—or governments particularly
in Australia of course, his responsibility—dipping into their purses. We know money is cheap, and we
know interest rates are quite low. We will be making sure we loosen our purse strings responsibly and
fiscally manage our finances to help families out, to help Victorians get back on their feet and to create
jobs—and not just that, but to continue to deliver for our schools, continue to deliver for our healthcare
heroes and continue to deliver better roads and better rail. ‘Getting you home safer and sooner’—I
love that one. So we are getting you home safer and sooner, and this budget is going to continue to do
exactly that. And it is going to continue to deliver on our progressive reform agenda.
This government is the most progressive government in Victoria’s history, and I am extremely proud
to be part of it. So when the member for Sunbury—who has only just briefly left us, a little awkward
with me turning to my right and his not being there, but that is okay—was talking about the—
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Mr Donnellan: The former member for Sunbury.
Mr TAYLOR: Yes. This is me literally saying my thoughts out loud here. But when the member
for Sunbury was talking and referring to the member for Forest Hill’s contribution on sitting dates and
this government’s commitment to the people, I can tell you now this government has been more
committed than any other government in the state’s history. I am very proud to be part of it. And this
budget is going to be a strong statement on how we go about delivering for this community and for
this state post COVID.
Of course in relation to the bill we know that the key reforms contained in this bill include amendments
to the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 to implement the government’s policy decisions in relation to
the keno licensing project, the wagering and betting licence project and also some technical
amendments, as they are referred to, to the Residential Tenancies Act 1997. I must say that when we
talk about this reform agenda of the Andrews government, one of the things that governments for a
while have sort of put on the never-never was that significant, bold reform in relation to residential
tenancies.
We have seen the introduction of long leases, which give families and individuals more security;
removing the 120-day ‘no specified reason’ notice to vacate; requiring honesty and accuracy from
landlords regarding whether they want to sell the property, if they are moving on or if there is asbestos
in there; speeding up the bond repayment; allowing early release of the bond; an updated bond cap
and up-front rent cap for most properties; speeding up reimbursements for urgent repairs; requiring
the fixed rent amount on advertisements; reducing how often rent can increase—that is a significantly
important one and another way of reducing the cost of living; and of course for my Penny, the
cavoodle, the pooch that I have got, pets in rentals. I know so many families that have gone out there
and bought a pet. The price of a cavoodle—I tell you what—has gone up 300 per cent. If you wanted
a cavoodle six months ago, great—now, not so much.
So many families will benefit from these reforms. I am fully supportive of this legislation. I hope those
across the aisle will back this in. Also I am sure they will be very pleased at the resulting budget come
24 November, because it is going to be a budget that continues to deliver for all Victorians, as this
government has done now for six years.
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) (17:44): Seriously, though, how do you follow that? They need to
call this man Mr Bayswater, I reckon. When he said he was going to just speak to his thoughts, I knew
it would be all about Bayswater because that is all this guy talks about. He is so committed to his
community, he has done so much since he has been there—although the price of cavoodles probably
has risen three times because of the amount of pictures of his dog he has put on Instagram, I think,
which I can appreciate. People do say to me from time to time, ‘We see too much of your dog’, and I
say, ‘You can never see too many dogs on Instagram’.
Mr Taylor: Hear, hear! Something we can agree on.
Mr EDBROOKE: We agree on many things.
Seriously, though, it is an honour to stand this evening and speak on the Consumer and Other Acts
Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020. This bill from the outset is the product of a progressive
government—a government that is not afraid to do the things that our community wants. Of course as
many members have said quite eloquently, this bill involves quite a few acts and makes certain
changes. I find this bill really interesting for a few reasons, and I will speak to those.
First of all, any bill that strengthens provisions around the management of gambling of any type,
whether it be keno or whatever, certainly has my support. I understand that for many people gambling
is a pastime and it is a bit of fun, a bit of stress relief, but there is an insidious side to gambling as well,
and we need to regulate that. We need to control that, because it is an addiction. We have heard some
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people this afternoon talk about some personal stories, and I think that lived experience is all you need
to hear to ensure that you would support a bill like this.
Now, the more interesting part to me is the Working with Children Act 2005. I find this really
interesting as a former teacher and also as a parliamentarian. There was a time when I was sitting as
the chair of the Family and Community Development Committee for the Victorian state Parliament,
and I remember there was an inquiry we did with various members on both sides of the chamber in
regard to abuse of the elderly in Victoria. I was amazed to actually hear people sitting there telling me
that if someone was convicted of abuse of a vulnerable person in one state of Australia, they could
come to Victoria and it was like their record was wiped clean because we did not have the available
checks then. What we have done is change that. We have got the working with vulnerable people
check, which is a national check, as it should be, and with the advent of the national disability insurance
scheme of course that is so important.
The Working with Children Act is also very important, because if we are not protecting our children,
I am not even sure why we are in Parliament. Everyone in this chamber can talk to the fact that that is
a priority of a government anywhere in Australia or in the world. The bill makes amendments to the
Working with Children Act 2005 to enable information sharing nationally across Australia, and that
is with the Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission and participation in the national reference
scheme. Why is this important? It is important because we want to make sure that someone who has
been found guilty of and convicted for an offence against children or around children is not in Victoria
teaching our kids, working with our kids or volunteering with our kids. It is all about protecting those
kids from these individuals. It is a fact of life that these people are around us, and we need to keep
them away from our kids. It is, I guess, a feather in our cap to do that. There are many ways to do that,
but this is a way in which you have got a black-and-white card that says you can either work with
children or you cannot, and it gives volunteer organisations and other organisations the means to be
able to say, ‘No, you need to get your working with children check or you need to get your working
with vulnerable people check or you cannot work with us and children’.
The amendments to this act aim to strengthen the protections under the Working with Children Act by
ensuring those people who have been refused the check do not get it. It is important to know that any
individual who has been refused a working with children check in another state or territory based on
a category A offence—which is carnal knowledge, child abuse, rape, bestiality or child abuse material,
I think—is automatically prohibited from working with children in this state, which is as it should be.
We do not want anyone stepping through the gaps.
Amazingly there is still one gap in the system, and we have spoken about this for many, many hours
previously. We do have one part of our community that does refuse to actually speak up when they
know of child abuse. I think that while this strengthens everything else, there is one little section of
our community we need to make sure of. They no doubt are protecting children, but if there is any
knowledge at all, it is incumbent upon them under the law to come forward and make sure that they
are minimising the risk and that there is hopefully no risk at all of children being abused.
As a teacher you do come across some fairly surprising circumstances at times, whether it be children
that are not looked after properly, children that are vulnerable or children that are abused. Certainly
when you work in schools—especially, say, in Frankston North, some might say a fairly vulnerable
community and a disadvantaged community—these kids are coming to school and coming to sporting
clubs and scouts and whatnot as their stability. And sadly, in some families the children are coming to
the schools in school holidays because home is not safe, so they need to know and we need to know
that when they come to school or when they go to any other volunteer organisation—whether it be
scouts, sports, you name it—they are safe. And of course those groups need to actually be able to
protect themselves as well and know that they have the right to refuse someone the ability to join their
club, join their organisation and work with kids.
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In the past there have been many, many examples of people who have been in positions of power,
have been in privileged positions and have abused those positions, and this is another way we can stop
people like that falling through the cracks. It is too late after we have got the surprise and it is in the
paper: ‘This person was given access to kids’. Having the link with a national registry and knowing
that wherever anyone is, if that crime they committed would have been a crime in Victoria at the time
they committed it, our kids are safe from them is a weight off my mind as a dad, as a former teacher
and as someone who wants to see our kids thrive.
Now, the member for Bayswater quite briefly there before he got back on the bill did talk about what
we were possibly bringing about in the budget. It will be a big budget, but what we have seen today is
an amazing announcement—which is the other side of the coin to the working with children check—
to ensure that our kids thrive. We know that kinder is such an important time. Kids’ brains are like
sponges at that age. You see it when you go to kinder duty. I remember going to bush kinder with my
kids and doing the chop and chat, where all you have to do is sit there with an orange and cut it up and
chat to a couple of other kids, and their social skills are just developing in front of your eyes. When
you see them in bush kinder, it is just amazing to see them networking and making friends, and they
do it so much more easily than adults. It is great.
Having free kinder is just another step in the right direction for families in every electorate, but in my
electorate I know it is going to be very well received and it is going to help a lot of families that have
done it tough during COVID. COVID has not been an easy time. It is still not over. We are seeing
what the COVID normal is going to look like for everyone. People are going back to work. But
knowing that there is one less bill in their pigeonhole at home is going to make a hell of a difference
to a lot of people, because in the community of Frankston North there are quite a few mums and dads
who do find it hard to make ends meet—all over Frankston but definitely in that part of Frankston—
and this is going to give them the confidence that they can do other things with their children on the
weekends. They can pay their bills, and their kids are also safe. So it was an amazing announcement
today, one that is going to be definitely celebrated in all communities.
I certainly commend this bill to the house. Anything that ensures that our kids are safer and anything
that regulates gambling more so people cannot be taken advantage of is a great thing in my opinion
and something to be supported. I commend this bill to the house.
Mr KENNEDY (Hawthorn) (17:54): I am pleased to speak on the Consumer and Other Acts
Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020 today. It will be noted that the bill, given its wide scope, makes
amendments to a number of acts coming within the consumer affairs, gaming and liquor regulation
portfolios. In doing so, some of the provisions before the Assembly are intended to clarify and
modernise existing provisions, while other aspects of the bill can be seen to reflect improvements
across a section of legislation.
I am pleased to have this opportunity to speak about the Gambling Regulation Act 2003. If I could just
express a personal horror, it is the advertising of the gambling industry. You probably know the
advertisements: there is somebody there, quite alluring; there is a deception that punters do better than
the owners and so on and so forth; and then the advertisement finishes with the disingenuous ‘gamble
responsibly’. Well, it might as well have had ‘gamble irresponsibly’ for the effect that it has, and I
suppose I would hope that governments in the future might be able to address such painfully dishonest
advertising with the effects that it has on a number of very needy family situations and so on. However,
this is just the beginning tonight in clarifying things and cleaning things up before we can get to
gambling responsibly.
The bill makes important amendments as to the granting of future gambling licences, given that the
current licences for keno, wagering and betting are due to expire in 2022 and 2024. It is important for
the Andrews Labor government that the renewal of these licences is conducted in a proper way,
ensuring integrity and fairness throughout the licensing renewal process—no funny business. Also
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vitally important for the Andrews government is ensuring that the people of Victoria achieve the
maximum value possible from the granting of keno licences for the benefit of all Victorians.
The principal structural change provided for in the bill is the elimination of the registration of interest,
the ROI. Doing so is intended to reduce red tape, providing for a more efficient process for both those
applying for licences and the government in assessing their applications. This more streamlined
application approach without the ROI stage will bring the wagering and betting licensing process into
conformity with the existing lottery and keno licensing processes, which are considered more efficient.
A further key element of the bill is to allow the minister to decide the number of keno licences which
are to be granted during the licence awarding process, the period of operation of each licence and
whether exclusivity periods should apply. By the bill providing flexibility to the government in
awarding licences, it is thought that maximum value available from market conditions can be achieved.
Of specific interest to me are the gambling harm minimisation, GHM, provisions applicable to all keno
game providers in Victoria. Of particular importance is the mitigation of risks associated with
underage online gambling. This is to be achieved through the creation of new offences in the event
that keno licensees do not satisfactorily comply with player identification protocols and player fund
management requirements. The effect of these measures will be to bring Victoria’s keno GHM
obligations into conformity with the state’s existing point-of-consumption GHM measures, which in
turn implement the National Consumer Protection Framework for Online Wagering. The Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation will be empowered to prohibit keno game
providers from beyond Victoria offering harmful gaming products to Victorians. The admirable aim
is to reduce the potential for social harm resulting from online gambling.
So I think that is really the thing that jumps out at me most: the beginning of some greater control over
gambling and hopefully sooner or later the advertising and all the other things that go with it. However,
there are a few other bits and pieces being tidied up here, and I welcome that. One of them is the
Working with Children Act 2005. A particularly important element of the bill is the amendment of the
Working with Children Act 2005 to provide a closer and more effective liaison between Victorian
authorities and the Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission. Closer information sharing between
these bodies will see Victoria’s effective participation in the national reference system, intended to
protect children from category A offenders, which includes murderers and those adults convicted of a
sexual offence against a child.
The Andrews Labor government proposes to maintain its strict approach to the classification of
offenders under category A, and I do not think you could ever go too far in terms of clarifying,
tightening and making it robust in the sense of applying it in this whole area of child safety. It is
something that needs to be continually monitored. Under the system further developed by the bill
existing protections will be enhanced to ensure that a person refused a working with children check
has such refusal recorded in the national reference system. The national reference system is the
database run by the Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission which is available to all screening
agencies Australia-wide with an interest in or who conduct working with children checks. Obviously
there is keen public interest in a relevant Victorian employer being made aware that an application to
perform child-related work has been the subject of an earlier WWCC refusal. The result will be greater
national consistency and improved safeguards for Victorian children and will reflect Victoria’s
commitment to implementing the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.
There are a few other bits and pieces here. The Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018 has a
proud and balanced rental reform program, and these amendments provide for important protection
for renters and for rental minimum standards. The amendments provide for a number of things:
clarification of the period within which a renter is required to reimburse a residential rental provider
for fair cost of repairs; minimum rental standards to comply with an industry or statutory standard; for
it to be an offence for a fixed-term rooming house agreement, a caravan park residency or a part 4A
park site agreement to contain a prohibited term; the amendment of the definition of ‘temporary crisis
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accommodation’ as may be prescribed under the regulations; and new provisions permitting
termination of current arrangements and the institution of new agreements where a party to such an
agreement has been the subject of family or personal violence. These are all useful and no doubt will
have plenty of application in times ahead.
As it is critically important to recognise the impact of COVID-19, it is pleasing that the bill provides
for the expiry of COVID-19 emergency measures which were contained in the 26 September 2020
variations to the Residential Tenancies Act 1997. This will ensure it aligns with the Residential
Tenancies (COVID-19 Emergency Measures) Regulations 2020 and will transition seamlessly to the
commencement date of the new rental laws.
Members will recall that the Victims of Crime Tribunal was the subject of legislation in this place over
recent weeks. The valuable work of the tribunal was delayed by a backlog of cases, hence the creation
of a new class of staff called tribunal officers. These officers were given jurisdiction to require
information be provided to them and to make final award decisions. Part 9 of the bill carries aspects
of a party’s right to review and provides tribunal officers with the statutory immunity that is currently
provided for existing delegates and tribunal members. These are important amendments, and I
commend them all.
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) (18:04): I am pleased to be able to make a contribution to the
Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020. This bill makes a range of
amendments to a number of acts, including in the consumer affairs gaming area, improving their
operation and continuing our government’s long-demonstrated commitment to ensuring that Victorian
consumers are first. In all of these legislative areas we are amending today our government has already
delivered important reforms in those very important policy areas. It is an important part of the agenda
for our state and it helps us deliver in relation to the needs of Victorian people. These are also areas
where we have ensured that there are essential supports and protections, often in cases of those who
are most vulnerable. There are important protections for Victorians in what has been an incredibly
difficult year in confronting the consequences of the COVID-19 global pandemic.
In the area of consumer affairs, the bill will ensure gambling licensing arrangements are modernised
and that they are fit for the future, ensuring licensing processes uphold integrity, fairness and
efficiency. The bill is particularly important here for what it provides for the management of online
keno accounts and risk mitigation strategies.
For renters, this bill is an important part of furthering our agenda for our renting community. It is an
important part of the rental reform package that has been pivotal to helping this government build a
fair and a modern rental system in Victoria. The bill also strengthens the safety and protection of
children through the amendments to the Working with Children Act 2005 that aid information sharing
across the country. The bill also makes amendments to the Australian Consumer Law and Fair Trading
Act 2012 for effective operation, and will amend the Rooming House Operators Act 2016 in relation
to that licensing. The bill will make sure that Victorians are safeguarded with strong and fair consumer
protections and that children and families can feel safe in our community.
Firstly, the bill will amend the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 to remove the registration-of-interest
stage from the licensing process for wagering and betting. This will boost efficiency in the process
while maintaining integrity and fairness in the system. The bill will also provide the minister with the
power to make determination of the number of keno licences to be issued during each licensing award
process, how long the terms should be and whether there should be any exclusivity period as well. The
minister will be provided with the power to issue keno harm minimisation directions on a point-ofconsumption basis. The bill will also strengthen provisions relating to managing online keno accounts.
Secondly, it will amend the Australian Consumer Law and Fair Trading Act 2012. This act will be
amended so that it reflects the endorsement of a revised intergovernmental agreement by ministers for
consumer affairs across all jurisdictions. Thirdly, the bill makes amendments to the Residential
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Tenancies Amendment Act 1997 that support the effective implementation of our rental reforms
package. There is also a minor amendment to the Rooming House Operators Act 2016. This is a small
amendment, but in my view it is also a very important aspect of this bill.
The two last bills that I spoke to in relation to residential tenancies—the Residential Tenancies
Amendment Act and the Rooming House Operators Act—go to an issue that I think is very important.
It is certainly an issue that this government has been delivering on since being elected, and that is the
issue of housing: social housing, public housing, affordable housing and housing that is provided in a
variety of options for members of our communities. This has always been a key issue for me. I am of
the view that housing shelter is indeed a fundamental human right. People have the right to shelter,
they have the right to food and they have the right to security of person. They are fundamental rights
that are set out in the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights.
I have spoken in this house before about my own family, and indeed it is fitting that the member for
Ivanhoe is in the chair as Acting Speaker as I was in the chair as Acting Speaker when he made his
contribution on this bill. He spoke of the housing community in West Heidelberg and the Olympic
Village that was built as social housing at that time. It became home to my grandfather, my nanna, my
mum and all of her siblings at the time when my grandfather had his accident and became a
quadriplegic. It was very moving to hear the member for Ivanhoe talk about how housing in West
Heidelberg was a home for those people. It was certainly a home for my grandmother, it was a home
for my grandfather and for the siblings. Their garden was important to them. They built lifelong
memories, some sad and tragic and some extremely happy, that we still all I guess live by.
Those fundamental experiences of my mum’s family growing up in West Heidelberg certainly
instilled in her a sense of fairness and social justice that spread throughout that community. They tell
stories of people over the back fence taking it in turns to jump the fence to come and help turn my
grandfather in his bed at the time, because he was getting too heavy—effectively a dead weight in his
bed—but he needed turning so he did not get bedsores. The people over the local fences would take it
in turns to jump the fence and turn Adrian in his bed. Certainly they have happy memories, but they
also had instilled in them very much a sense of community and belonging growing up in West
Heidelberg. Mum still talks fondly about it today. My grandmother until the day she died was a
member of the Housing for the Aged Action Group, not exclusively—she was involved in other
housing projects as well—but no doubt in part that activism in my grandmother was instilled in her
from raising her own family in West Heidelberg in public housing. Housing has always been an
important issue for me, knowing the value of a roof over one’s head. When everything else has gone
terribly wrong, having a place to call home is the most important thing. Having a community around
you that can support you is important. I think the housing aspects of this bill are extremely important.
I also want to make particular note of the provisions in relation to rooming house operators. I note the
comments from the member for Caulfield, because some of those were well-founded. I think we can
do more in the space of regulating rooming house operators, but this is an important step and shows
this government’s commitment to doing this. Many years ago I was involved in the soup kitchen for
Our Lady Help of Christians in Brunswick, and many of the deliveries that we would make on a Friday
evening were to people in rooming houses across the inner-northern suburbs of Melbourne. Whether
it was Brunswick or Carlton or whether it was across Coburg and Flemington, those rooming houses
still stand out to me. When I drive around my community, when I drop my little one at child care in
Brunswick East of a morning, I drive past some of the rooming houses that we would deliver soup to.
Some of the conditions of rooming houses are absolutely appalling, and it really stayed with me, in
some senses more than the deliveries we made to the flats in Flemington and in some cases more than
the deliveries we made to people struggling in their own homes. People living in rooming houses, they
have a bed and they have a roof over their head, but the appalling condition that some of those
properties are kept in by their landlords is just tragic. The communal facilities, the gardens, the sense
of I guess waste that is caused by the lack of maintenance of some of those properties by some of those
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landlords really questions the fundamental right that those people living in those places have to a place
that instils in them a sense of dignity and pride in their home.
That experience has very much stayed with me, and as I said, I think of it every morning when I drive
past some of those houses and think of how those people in those houses might now be faring and who
lives in them now. As a government the fact that we are making improvements in public housing, that
we are making improvements to residential tenancies, that we are making improvements to rooming
houses is certainly a demonstration of the commitment that this government has to ensuring the
fundamental human rights of shelter, of food and of human dignity.
I also just wanted to speak briefly to the reforms in relation to the working with children check. Prior
to being elected to this place I had the privilege of working for the Catholic Education Office in the
area of industrial relations. The working with children check was obviously something that was
extremely important. All of the staff in that organisation had them and certainly all of the staff in our
schools had them. Other members of this place have spoken about the tragic consequences over many
years of, I guess, people not turning the appropriate eye to ensuring that the people entrusted with the
care of the most vulnerable in our society, our children, were appropriately checked. So it is really
important that we make sure that we have in place a working with children check system that crosses
jurisdictions, that is without borders and that ensures that we have the capacity to make sure those
people who are entrusted with children, the most vulnerable people in our society, are fit to do so.
Ms CRUGNALE (Bass) (18:14): I rise to speak to the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous
Amendments Bill 2020. This bill makes amendments to a number of acts across the consumer affairs
portfolio, including the Working with Children Act 2005, the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 and
Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018, the Victims of Crime Assistance Act 1996, the Victims of
Crime Commissioner Act 2015, the Gambling Regulation Act 2003, the Australian Consumer Law and
Fair Trading Act 2012 and the Rooming House Operators Act 2016. At a chunky read of over 540 pages
and 130 clauses, it was an effort to get through, but in sweeping broad brush strokes the bill across these
numerous acts updates out-of-date references, clarifies requirements, synergises and aligns processes and
appointments, supports implementation of reforms and improves and strengthens protections.
Speaking to the Working with Children Act 2005, we are all familiar with this check as a
pre-employment screening or background check designed to make sure we protect our children from
potential harm or sexual abuse. It is a background check for people seeking to either work or volunteer
in a setting where children are present. It is legislated by each state and territory, and the Australian
government royal commission called for the transition to a nationwide check. These pre-employment
screening checks are there to prevent people from working or volunteering with children if their
records indicate that they may pose an unacceptable level of risk to children. Our children are active
citizens in our community and society. They should be seen, they should be heard and they should be
protected. They are everywhere. They are in our schools, kinders, childcare centres, health services,
faith and religious organisations, arts, sports and recreation clubs, community organisations, libraries,
and the list goes on. The working with children screening is one measure that contributes, and a very
important one, to ensuring the safety of children within all of these organisations and settings, and this
bill aims to strengthen these protections.
If someone has been refused a working with children check, this information will be recorded in what
is known as the working with children check national reference system, which is a database established
and maintained by the Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission and accessible to working with
children check screening agencies across the country. And if someone has been refused a check in
another jurisdiction and tries to get one in Victoria, well, we will certainly know about it. Those
applicants will then be prohibited from engaging in child-related work unless they are assessed as not
posing an unjustifiable risk to the safety of children. Further, any individual who has been refused the
working with children check in another state or territory based on a category A offence, such as murder
or a sexual offence committed by an adult against a child, will be automatically prohibited from
working with children. What we do have in Victoria is one of the strictest approaches to what
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constitutes a category A offence in obtaining a working with children check, and therefore someone
who is automatically prohibited from working with children will be given a negative notice. By
working with every screening agency in the country and sharing negative assessment decisions that
are made within the national reference system, these amendments represent a major step towards
achieving greater national consistency of working with children checks and greater protection for our
kids, and they further demonstrate our commitment to responding to the recommendations of the
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.
With regard to the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 and its amendment act of 2018, the focus is to
implement, effectively, our government’s rental reform package. We have around 1.5 million
Victorians in rental accommodation, and having a home, in 2020, has never been more important. So
many more are finding it harder and harder to break into the housing market, which means they are
renting for longer. So renters deserve better protection and, alongside their landlord, greater certainty
and security. Our plan is for fairer, safer housing, and this is to make sure the regulation of our rental
sector meets the needs and expectations of tenants and landlords now and into the future.
With the pandemic thrown at our feet, we have had to certainly respond quickly and to put in place
supports and packages for residential and commercial tenants and landlords. Arrangements between
landlords and tenants this year have brought compassion and the spirit to help each other through these
really challenging and tough times. This year we have made sure that there is greater certainty and
security for residential tenants and landlords by extending the eviction moratorium until March 2021.
This reform package was developed prior to the COVID-19 emergency measures, and the
amendments are intended to commence immediately following the expiration of the eviction
moratorium and other temporary COVID-19 measures under the act on 28 March 2021. The new laws
make it easier for both renters and rental providers to understand their rights and obligations when it
comes to, say, allowing and keeping pets in a rental property. This is one of more than 130 reforms
that will be introduced, and with the COVID pandemic the timing could not have been better for
tenants to be able to welcome legitimately into their homes a pet, provided they have obtained written
consent from their landlord. The company of a pet provides great comfort and joy to individuals and
families. Owning a pet is really good for the soul, addresses issues of loneliness and teaches our kids
lifelong lessons about caring responsibilities.
A member interjected.
Ms CRUGNALE: They are very cute. Other amendments include, as examples, clarifying the period
within which a renter must reimburse a residential rental provider for the reasonable costs of repairs;
amending the new definition of ‘temporary crisis accommodation’ to provide flexibility in settling future
requirements for the prescription of such accommodation under the regulations; allowing for rental
minimum standards to require compliance with an industry or statutory standard; and, importantly,
inserting new provisions to provide for the termination of existing agreements and the creation of new
agreements where a party to an agreement has been subject to family or personal violence.
If we backtrack slightly to July, I just want to chat a little bit about solar and how we expanded our
Solar Homes program so more renters and landlords across the state could access affordable rooftop
energy with a rebate. This was great news, as not owning your home should not stop you from having
access to cheaper and cleaner solar energy. Landlords applied for interest-free loans on top of a rebate,
which benefited renters with cheaper energy. With so many Victorians this year working and studying
from home, and many still are, everyone has used more energy during the day, so this program of
rooftop solar helped get those costs down.
Our approach is all about making people’s lives better, fairer and more equitable, and our rental
fairness package has given more rights to tenants, has helped them stay on longer leases, has made
bonds smaller and fairer, with a quicker return, and has limited rent increases to once a year—and we
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all know there are dodgy landlords out there that need to be called out. There is a rental bidding
crackdown as well.
Finally, the bill carries an amendment to the Consumer Legislation Amendment Act 2019 to ensure
the residential tenancies amendments carried by that act can commence at the same time as the
Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018 amendments. As previously mentioned, in a sweeping,
broadbrush stroke the bill, across the various acts, updates out-of-date references, clarifies
requirements, supports implementation of reforms and improves and strengthens protections. The bill
delivers a package of reforms to a wide range of consumer laws and in doing so demonstrates our
government’s commitment to ensuring that Victorians have strong, fair and workable consumer
protections. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) (18:23): It is a pleasure to rise to speak on the Consumer and Other Acts
Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020. I know that there have been a lot of speakers on this bill today
because it has been the only bill being debated in the house today, so at various times over the next
10 minutes I may indeed cover some old ground. It is a bill that makes a number of technical
amendments because it is very much a technical bill; it amends a number of acts of Parliament.
If I could start off with the very, very important reform that it makes to the Working with Children
Act 2005, it is fair to say that over the years that I have been a member of this house we have debated
various pieces of legislation and passed various pieces of legislation that pertain to making children
safer and that pertain to implementing the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse and indeed the Victorian parliamentary inquiry before that. That has
always been carried out with urgency but also with bipartisanship, because I know that every member
of this Parliament believes that we must uphold the safety and the sanctity of children. This bill makes
an important reform in that regard.
I noted some of the comments from previous speakers on this bill, including from the member for
Wendouree, who went to these matters. Forty years ago Ballarat was a very, very unsafe place for a
Catholic child, and we must never, ever forget the horrific crimes committed against children—
because of course there are some who perhaps want to forget those crimes. That was certainly very
clear to me last year when we were debating legislation that implemented a key recommendation of
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sex Abuse, and that is lifting the seal of
the confessional. We did that by changing the list of those who would be considered mandatory
reporters. I was gobsmacked by some of the opposition to that in some quarters, but of course we
persevered and that passed the house unanimously because it was the right thing to do. It was
absolutely the right thing to do. That also brought home to me the need for us as elected people, as
legislators, to take the lead on these matters, to show leadership on these matters and to always strive
to ensure that we build a community, a society, that puts children and the safety of children first. That
is why very often in this house we are debating legislation like this that does just that.
Specifically what the working with children changes do is they enable information sharing with the
Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission and participation in the national reference system. What
this aims to do is strengthen the protections under the Working with Children Act 2005 by ensuring
that people who have been refused a working with children check have that information recorded in
the working with children check national reference system, and that means that if somebody has been
refused a check in another jurisdiction and attempts to obtain a check in Victoria we will know about
it and those applicants will then be prohibited from engaging in child-related work unless they are
assessed as not posing an unjustifiable risk to the safety of children. However, any individual who has
been refused a working with children check in another state or territory based on a category A offence
such as murder or a sexual offence committed by an adult against a child will be automatically
prohibited from working with children. This builds greater national consistency of working with
children checks, and that certainly goes to some of the recommendations for greater national
consistency within the final report of the royal commission.
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This bill does a number of other things as well, including assisting with the implementation of reforms
announced in 2018 by this government through the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018. I
think that these reforms are particularly important, because before the pandemic I was certainly very
incensed by the growing inequality in Australia, and I think that has grown to a new urgency during
this pandemic. At the same time, we had rental laws that were more than 20 years old, despite the fact
that today, as opposed to 20 years ago, more and more Victorians are renting and will be renting
longer. Renting is going to be a more normal part of life for many Victorians, so it was important that
we updated those laws.
Those reforms included removing the 120-day ‘no specified reason’ notice to vacate, and what that
did was ensure that landlords will only be able to end a tenancy if they give a reason specified in the
act. Example reasons are if the landlord is selling or renovating a property. It required honesty and
accuracy: under the reforms a landlord or agent must not tell the tenant any incorrect information or
neglect to tell them something about the property as a way to get them to sign a lease. It created a
blacklist of landlords and agents who have previously breached their obligations under the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997, in the same way that there is such a list for tenants. It also had some provisions
for speeding up bond repayment. It updated the bond cap and up-front rent cap for most properties. It
sped up reimbursement for urgent repairs to a property. Tenants who had paid for urgent repairs up to
the current authorised limit of $1800 were able to seek reimbursement from the landlord for the
reasonable costs of repair within seven days instead of 14 days. It reduced how often rent can increase
from every six months to every 12 months. It required a fixed rent amount in advertisements as well.
It allowed pets in rental properties, which I know is important for many, many people. It also permitted
tenants to make minor modifications to properties, including installing picture hooks and furniture
anchors to stop furniture from toppling over and harming people, particularly small children. These
are reforms that just make life easier for tenants, and I think they were long overdue.
There are a whole lot of other reforms in this bill, including in the area of the gaming and liquor
regulation portfolio, specifically to keno and specifically to enable multiple keno licences to be issued
and for the terms, including any exclusivity period, to be set in the licence; to enable the secretary to
delegate functions in the keno and wagering and betting licensing procedures; to introduce obligations
on keno licensees regarding the management of registered player accounts and player funds; to
introduce a point-of-consumption keno harm minimisation framework; to introduce a regulationmaking power allowing the minister to further specify features of a keno game; and various other
things. There are other amendments to various other acts of Parliament included in this bill, including
amending the Australian Consumer Law and Fair Trading Act 2012 to reflect the endorsement of a
revised intergovernmental agreement by consumer affairs ministers from the commonwealth, states
and territories in August 2019. It also amends the Rooming House Operators Act 2016 to clarify that
existing licences will remain active whilst renewal applications are being processed and will not expire
in the event of any administrative delay.
As I said at the outset, it is a technical bill. I commend it to the house and wish it a speedy passage.
Mr BRAYNE (Nepean) (18:33): I rise today to speak on the Consumer and Other Acts
Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020, following a long line of my colleagues who have also spoken
on this bill today. This legislation is a significant package of amendments to existing legislation in the
consumer affairs, gaming and justice portfolios, clarifying requirements and updating outdated
references. There are indeed many components to this bill.
The first component of this legislation is a range of amendments to the Residential Tenancies Act 1997
and the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018 to support the effective implementation of the
government’s rental reform package. The Andrews government has an extensive history of delivering
on reforms for residential tenants, not least during the COVID-19 pandemic. This government moved
rapidly to introduce measures which placed a temporary moratorium on evictions and rental increases
following the onset of the lockdowns, which were of course necessary to limit the spread of the
pandemic. There was also support for those landlords placed in a position where tenants were unable
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to pay. The rental relief grants program was extended until March, giving tenants and their landlords
more certainty and ensuring that this summer is about recovery. When it comes to the Mornington
Peninsula, this summer will absolutely need to be about recovery. I also note that eligible residential
landlords will be receiving a 25 per cent reduction in their 2021 land tax bill, with the remainder able
to be deferred until 30 November 2021, including any deferred land tax from 2020.
The amendments which are included in this legislation will serve to build on existing reforms for
residential tenants by providing clarity on a range of issues which exist in the current legislation. These
amendments include clarifying the period within which a renter must reimburse a residential rental
provider for the reasonable cost of repairs, allowing for rental minimum standards to require
compliance with an industry or statutory standard, amending the new definition of the term ‘temporary
crisis accommodation’ to provide flexibility in settling future requirements for the prescription of such
accommodation under the regulations, and inserting new provisions to provide for the termination of
existing agreements and the creation of new agreements where a party to an agreement has been
subject to family or personal violence.
This legislation also includes an amendment to provide for the expiry of emergency measures in the
Residential Tenancies Act 1997 introduced in response to the challenges brought by the COVID-19
pandemic. This amendment provides for the expiry of these measures on 26 September 2020, aligning
with the expiry of emergency measures included in the Residential Tenancies (COVID-19 Emergency
Measures) Regulations 2020, and facilitates the smooth transition to the commencement of the new
rental laws. Additionally, this legislation contains a similar amendment to the Consumer Legislation
Amendment Act 2019 which will ensure the residential tenancies amendments carried by that act can
commence at the same time as those included in the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018.
The second component of this legislation involves a series of amendments to the Gambling Regulation
Act 2003 which will implement future arrangements for the licensing of gambling in Victoria. Under
current arrangements, licensing arrangements are set to expire for keno and wagering and betting in
2022 and 2024 respectively, thus providing an opportunity to reform and modernise the regulatory
framework in time for the issuing of new licences.
Firstly, this legislation will remove the registration-of-interest stage from wagering and betting
licensing—WBL—reducing red tape in the licensing process and improving transparency. This will
bring WBL in line with current licensing practice for keno as well as maintaining the extensive probity
and oversight measures which are in place to ensure integrity and fairness throughout the licensing
process. This legislation will also grant the minister the power to determine how many keno licences
should be issued during the licence-awarding process as well as the length of licensing terms and
whether they should incorporate any exclusivity periods. These changes will provide the minister with
the flexibility to respond to market conditions, which ensures that keno licences are being issued to
ensure the maximum value is being extracted for the benefit of all Victorians. In addition, this bill also
grants the minister the power to issue keno harm minimisation directions on a point-of-consumption
basis. This will serve to ensure that harm minimisation measures, which already exist for WBL
arrangements, are being introduced for keno in Victoria, which will further strengthen the
implementation of the national consumer protection framework for online wagering.
Finally, the legislation includes significant provisions around the regulation of online keno accounts.
Under these new changes the keno licensees will be subject to additional offence provisions to ensure
greater compliance with player identification and player fund management requirements, reducing the
risk of under-age gambling and enhancing consumer protections. This is important for the community,
particularly as we have seen an increase in the use of online gambling throughout this pandemic. It is
interesting that even with the lockdown, meaning the ability to visit locations to participate in gambling
was not possible, there has been such an increase. This is troubling. These reforms therefore are timely
and important.
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The third component of this legislation involves amendments to the Working with Children Act 2005.
These amendments will serve to strengthen the protections under the existing legislation by enabling
the sharing of information relating to individuals who have been refused a working with children check
with the nationally operated working with children check national reference system, which is
accessible to working with children check screen agencies in other states and territories across the
nation. Additionally, these amendments will allow Working with Children Check Victoria to access
the information from other jurisdictions contained in this database. As a result, if a person who has
been prohibited from working with children in another state or territory applies for a working with
children check in Victoria, they will be prohibited from engaging in child-related work unless they are
assessed as not posing an unjustifiable risk to the safety of children. This reform represents a significant
step towards achieving national consistency of working with children checks, with a national reference
system being a key component of the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.
The Andrews government has introduced similar legislation with regard to worker screening for the
national disability insurance scheme. However, as a result of the commitment to implement these
protections by February 2021, the legislation which includes these provisions has progressed through
Parliament faster than this particular legislation. In order to correct this disparity, the Worker Screening
Act 2020, which replaces the Working with Children Act 2005, will now repeal the original act but
continue the amendments which are introduced in this legislation.
Again, these really are important amendments to ensure better uniformity throughout the country in
monitoring who obtains a working with children check even when that person may have moved
interstate. It is important that those who have committed crimes related to children are uniformly
prevented from getting anywhere near children. The working with children check system needs to be
consistently alert to the best possible information.
The fourth component of this legislation involves significant reforms to benefit victims of crime. Due
to the time-critical nature of these reforms, the government is introducing amendments to this
legislation which will allow these amendments to progress in a separate legislative vehicle, the Justice
Legislation Amendment (Supporting Victims and Other Matters) Bill 2020. The victims of crime
reforms which are proposed to be removed from this bill and progressed through the justice bill will
amend the Victims of Crime Assistance Act 1996 to assist in reducing the Victims of Crime Assistance
Tribunal’s backlog by broadening the Chief Magistrate’s power to delegate award decision-making to
a new class of staff to be known as tribunal officers. Additionally, the legislation will amend the
Victims of Crime Commissioner Act 2015 to increase term lengths and clarify that remuneration and
allowances may be paid for certain members of the Victims of Crime Consultative Committee.
This legislation is vitally important as it clarifies requirements, updates outdated references and fixes
shortcomings in existing legislation. The changes to the Residential Tenancies Act are about making
renting fairer and clearly in line with community expectations when dealing with the COVID
pandemic. One of the most critical elements of pulling through this pandemic has been the sheer
importance of not only saving lives and ensuring we contain the virus but getting through this as a
community with roofs over our heads. The amendments to the Gambling Regulation Act are about
enforcing greater oversight of gambling and working towards further harm minimisation in gambling.
I commend this bill to the house.
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (18:43): It too gives me great pleasure to rise and to speak in
support of the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020—almost as good as
speaking after the member for Nepean. Like so many of these bills, the government introduces this
bill knowing that it has fairness at its heart. It is about delivering a package of reforms to a wide range
of consumer laws and in doing so demonstrating that our government is committed to ensuring that
all Victorians have strong, fair and very workable laws that provide the very best protection in
consumer law.
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The bill makes amendments to a number of acts in the consumer affairs, gaming and liquor regulation
portfolio. Importantly, the bill also contains various amendments to establish future gambling licensing
arrangements and amendments to support the implementation of the government’s residential tenancy
reforms. The bill includes amendments to the Working with Children Act 2005 and also contains
amendments to the Victims of Crime Assistance Act 1996 and Victims of Crime Commissioner
Act 2015. The government has introduced house amendments to remove these components as they
are being progressed in the Justice Legislation Amendment (Supporting Victims and Other Matters)
Bill 2020 currently before the Council.
It will be the amendments to the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 (GRA) and the Residential Tenancies
Act 1997 that I will focus on. The bill makes a significant number of amendments to the Gambling
Regulation Act to implement future licensing arrangements for the keno and wagering and betting
licences in Victoria. The current licences are due to expire in 2022 and 2024 respectively, thus making
this the ideal time to reform and modernise some regulatory framework. In terms of keno the bill
enables multiple keno licences to be issued for the terms, including any exclusivity period to be set in
the licence. It enables the secretary to delegate functions in the keno and wagering and betting licensing
procedures, which will provide the secretary with the flexibility to delegate functions to the deputy
secretary or the executive director. It will introduce obligations on keno licensees regarding the
management of registered player accounts and player funds and therefore strengthen provisions
around the measurement of online keno accounts.
The bill introduces offence provisions for keno licensees to ensure their compliance with player
identification and player fund management requirements. These measures will help to mitigate the
risks of under-age online gambling and enhance consumer protections by legislating the ways in which
player funds must be held and remitted by licensees. These measures mimic those that are required of
the wagering and betting licensee. The new measures put obligations on the keno licensee to verify
registered player identities to prevent under-age gambling and money laundering, to keep a registered
player’s funds in trust for the player so that they are not used by the licensee for unauthorised purposes
and to require licensees to provide the Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation
with a list of their registered players on request.
It also introduces a point-of-consumption keno harm minimisation framework. The details of this will
be determined prior to the awarding of the licence, and the amendment is designed to give the minister
the power to specify the harm minimisation measures. It also introduces a regulation-making power
allowing the minister to further specify features of a keno game. The GRA currently provides for the
minister to only approve a keno game if the game is a rapid-draw lottery, is a game where the outcome
is determined by a random number generator, is not a game that is conducted on a totaliser and is not
a game where the results are based on the outcome of a live event. It is proposed to amend that
definition of a keno game by inserting a regulation-making power to prescribe certain matters such as
the maximum number of draws that must be conducted a day and the maximum frequency of draws
that will be permitted and expressly providing for keno game results to be able to be determined by a
single number.
Chapter 6 of the GRA will be replaced. This relates to club keno. Chapter 6 was superseded in 2008
following the introduction of the new keno licensing regime. As its provisions are no longer in effect,
repealing chapter 6 will improve clarity for all concerned stakeholders. Consequential amendments
have also been made to this act to remove any references to club keno and other terminology specific
to chapter 6.
Gambling on keno or other types of online gambling is of course a completely legitimate recreational
activity and a socially acceptable leisure activity for many who play it; however, we do know that for
a minority of community members online and gaming-type machine gambling behaviour can become
an obsession or chronically excessive or even addictive, resulting in significant negative consequences,
with associated gambling-related harms affecting personal, marital, social, employment and legal
functioning. In my local government area of Casey alone there is about $100 million spent annually
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just across 13 different venues with various gaming-type machines, and that spend is across each
financial year. This is one of the highest spends across LGAs across the state.
But in recognising this potential for harm I am very proud that this government is putting forward this
bill, which is also taking into consideration the public health-orientated harm minimisation measures
designed to minimise this type of described excessive behaviour and its negative outcomes. There
would be few who would argue that this is not a good thing. Gambling harm impacts more people
than most of us realise, and the stigma associated with it often prevents people from speaking up or
from seeking assistance. I reiterate that these measures introduced by this government will go some
way towards bolstering the harm minimisation framework, and to that end I thank the AttorneyGeneral and of course the Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation and their
departments for the tremendous work that they have done to this end and also on the whole bill.
As stated, I will now turn to the residential tenancies amendments, and I note that the bill makes a
number of amendments to the subject act and the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018 to
support the effective implementation of the government’s rental reform package. These amendments
include clarifying the period within which a renter must reimburse a residential rental provider for the
reasonable cost of repairs and allowing for a rental minimum standard to require compliance with an
industry or a statutory standard. The amendments also provide that it is an offence to prepare or
authorise the preparation of a fixed-term rooming house agreement, a residency agreement in a
caravan park or a site agreement in a part 4A park, as the case may be, that contains a prohibited term.
The amendments also amend the new definition of the term ‘temporary crisis accommodation’ to
provide some flexibility in settling future requirements for the prescription of such accommodation
under the regulations. Finally, they also insert new provisions to provide for the termination of existing
agreements and the creation of new agreements where a party to an agreement has been subject to
family or personal violence.
Finally, the bill also carries an amendment to provide for the expiry of COVID-19 emergency
measures contained in part 16 of the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 on 26 September 2020. This is
to ensure alignment with the expiry of the Residential Tenancies (COVID-19 Emergency Measures)
Regulations 2020 and to facilitate the smooth transition to the commencement of the new rental laws.
The bill carries an amendment to the Consumer Legislation Amendment Act 2019 to ensure that the
residential tenancies amendments carried by that act can commence at the same time as the Residential
Tenancies Amendment Act 2018 amendments.
This is good legislation that is timely in its implementation. I congratulate all of those who have
worked on this bill to get it to this stage, and I commend it to the house.
Mr FREGON (Mount Waverley) (18:53): I happily rise to speak on the Consumer and Other Acts
Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020. I do thank the Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and
Liquor Regulation for her considerable work on what is, as others have rightly said, a very technical
bill. But nonetheless it is important, because the attention to detail in these technical bills really shows
the commitment of the Andrews government to take us step by step by step to a better Victoria. This
bill makes amendments to several acts in the consumer affairs, gaming and liquor regulation portfolio
to improve their operation. It clarifies requirements and updates outdated references. Significantly the
bill carries important amendments to establish future gambling licensing arrangements and
amendments to support the implementation of the government’s residential tenancies reforms.
Now, as others have said, gambling is a legal and acceptable pastime, and for many people who partake
in a flutter or maybe go down to the casino once every while it is relatively harmless. You walk in,
you think, ‘Oh, I’ve got a bit of money to lose’, and you go and lose it. But for a lot of people they do
not have the money to lose and they continue to lose. This is why harm minimisation is so important—
because the initial outset of even considering the term ‘harm minimisation’ is to understand that there
is harm. It is our job to do our best to minimise that harm and to assist people who are in the boat
where they are losing their funds. It is good to see that we are doing the changes that this bill entails in
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the area of keno, which I must admit, like the member for Burwood, I do not think I have had a go at
in maybe 30 years. Nonetheless it is very important to have these protections in place for a game that
others will enjoy playing.
Now, this bill delivers a package of reforms to a wide range of consumer laws and in doing so
demonstrates again the government’s commitment to ensuring that Victorians have strong, fair and
workable consumer protections. Again, that is what we are here to do. We are here to protect
consumers. But ‘consumers’ is a very cold word, an economic word. What we are really talking about
here is people, Victorians, and the protection of Victorians in this vein—we are all consumers. I think
I am probably older than most here, but the member for Melton I think would remember with me when
you would go to the petrol station and somebody would fill the car up for you.
Mr Angus: Good old days.
Mr FREGON: The member for Forest Hill I think is with me on that one. Good old days indeed.
A member interjected.
Mr FREGON: Yes. And I can remember when that was dying out and my mother would actually
drive further to go to the petrol station that still had the attendant who would put the petrol in. You would
hand over your $10 and they would clean your windscreen. It was service. There was service involved.
Personally, when it comes to small business, one of which I used to run, service is a very big part of it. It
is what lets the small guys compete with some of the big guys. So you can imagine my despair when I
was told recently that our national airline was about to remove service attendants from the process. This
is a company—a very large company, an Australian icon, that has benefited from federal government
funds—that is in the process of retrenching 2500 workers only to probably offer them back the same job
at a lower rate later from a different third-party company they have no responsibility over, and now the
service desks are going.
It is like when you go to Coles or Woolies or Aldi or any of the supermarkets. Personally I go to the
checkout that has the person there—I am sure I am not alone here. But during COVID we had to pack
our bags. Now, I am not very good at it. Our supermarket workers, who were among the many heroes
during the pandemic, are exceptionally good at their job, and they are trained. The company has a
responsibility to make sure they are trained. The company does not have a responsibility to make sure
that when you go through the self-serve aisle that works 100 per cent in your favour. They do have staff
there to assist you, and some people might prefer that, but personally I prefer to know that when I go and
buy bread, milk, whatever I am buying, somebody is hired, somebody is employed, because jobs are
important. Now more than ever jobs are important. So to hear that Qantas are dismissing or are in the
process of getting rid of those service people, well, I would just say to you that is not the spirit of Australia.
Sorry; I am a bit grumpy about that.
This bill also continues our efforts to protect and assist our renters. As we have said in this house time
and time again, for our renters the houses they are in are their homes. I think most of us in this house
would have rented at some time in our life. A lot of people will rent all their lives. And if you take
European examples of cities that grow older and older—
Business interrupted under resolution of house today.
Adjournment
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

COVID-19
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (19:00): (4735) I wish to raise a matter for the attention of the Minister
for Health. The action I seek is for the minister to provide me with a copy of the health advice that
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supports the restrictions on hospitality venues, in particular reception centres, as announced by the
Premier last weekend. The current COVID-19 restrictions in Melbourne allow only 40 patrons per
hospitality venue to attend indoors, subject to a density of one patron per 4 square metres, and 70 patrons
to attend outdoors, subject to a density of one patron per 2 square metres. I note that these numbers will
be increasing to 100 patrons to attend indoors at a hospitality venue and 200 patrons to attend outdoors,
subject to density limits, from 11.59 pm on 22 November 2020. I have been in touch with one of my
large local reception venue operators, George from Vogue Ballroom in Blackburn Road, Burwood East.
This reception centre has a reception space of 1200 square metres. Based on the above density
requirements, the Vogue Ballroom could safely host 300 patrons. However, under the government
guidelines, after 22 November they are limited to only 100 people inside this very large space, each
guest having 12 square metres. Such a low number of guests makes it unviable to hold such events.
The Vogue Ballroom is a tremendous longstanding local business that has been devastated by the
government’s restrictions, having been unable to host any events for many, many months. Its 35 staff
have thankfully been able to receive JobKeeper from the federal government. It is now time for
businesses like this to be allowed to reopen in a COVID-safe way. When a venue like this hosts a function
such as a wedding reception it is a highly controlled environment. The details of the guests are known in
advance, including all their contact details. Guests do not come and go. There is no turnover during an
event. Staff wear masks and operate in a completely COVID-safe way. The implementation of a detailed
COVID-safe plan, including masks, temperature checks and hand sanitiser on arrival, also makes this a
lower risk environment.
I also note that recently I was speaking to a constituent whose daughter was due to be married early in
the year but who of course had to cancel that after the Premier outlawed weddings as part of his
restrictions. Currently having a cap of 10 people at a wedding makes little sense, given the relaxation
of numbers in other areas—for example, hospitality or indeed unregulated shopping centres. I urge the
minister to address these inconsistencies and anomalies to enable families to make wedding
arrangements. I look forward to the minister providing this important health advice as soon as possible
so that I can then in turn provide this advice to my local hospitality venues, such as Vogue Ballroom,
to explain why the government is treating hospitality venues in this way. If there is no such advice, I
would urge the minister to admit this and instead use some common sense and allow such venues to
reopen and operate in a COVID-safe way as soon as possible.
NORTHCOTE ELECTORATE SCHOOLS
Ms THEOPHANOUS (Northcote) (19:03): (4736) My adjournment manner is to the Minister for
Education, and the action I seek is that the minister provide much-needed funding for schools in my
community. Minister, I do not need to tell you exactly how amazing the students, staff and teachers
are across the Northcote electorate. At Thornbury High students are learning in classrooms built in the
postwar boom that are now getting very old and tired. Still, under the leadership of principal Michael
Keenan, they have achieved the remarkable feat of being recognised as a winner in the Age Schools
that Excel awards. We have delivered a brand new gym and performing arts centre for Thornbury, and
recently the students and I created a video to tell you how much a new STEAM centre would mean to
them. Thank you for watching it. And, Minister, I do not need to tell you about the wonderful school
tucked away in the north-west of my electorate, Bell Primary, which has grown so much in size and
has just kept making the best of it. Earlier in the year I got to see their brand new classrooms as part
of our initial upgrade. Now it is time for the next step, and I think you already know how much a new
gym hall would mean, especially so that the school can come together in one space.
At Northcote High the school population has grown and grown and grown. Principal Sue Harrap and I
have spoken at length about the potential for the school to be redesigned and upgraded to make better
use of their spaces and improve some of their beautiful old buildings. Further south, I have spoken to you
about the modernisation needed at Westgarth Primary. Westgarth have been doing a whole lot on their
own, but more recently they have come to me with plans for upgrading their school to improve their
learning spaces and build modern facilities. Tucked behind St Georges Road is Croxton special school.

ADJOURNMENT
3268

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, 10 November 2020

They have achieved so much over the last few years, with a new building and new inclusive play space.
Principal Bev Fegan and I are keen to see the momentum continue to complete their upgrades.
Minister, I might sound like a bit of a pest, but I do not mind. You know that I will keep working to
deliver better schools for my community and that I will keep working with your office and your
department to make sure that all of our schools get the support that they need. Like you, Minister, I am
not interested in playing political football with our schools. I am driven by a singular purpose, and that is
to deliver the upgrades that every school deserves so that we can give more opportunities to our young
people. The coming budget provides an opportunity to deliver better schools. I know that the government
cannot fund every one of them, but I am asking for you to do what you can for my community. To those
schools that might not receive funding this month, I promise we will keep pushing.
In the short time I have got left, today is the first day of exams for our VCE students. To all of the
VCE students in my community, it has not been the year that you thought it would be, but you have
made it. You have done such an amazing job and we are all so proud of you. Go well, and good luck.
CAULFIELD ELECTORATE SCHOOLS
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (19:06): (4737) My adjournment tonight is for the Minister for
Education, and I too would like to wish all the students contemplating VCE in this period all the best.
It is a pity that they are undergoing that having to wear face masks, but nonetheless I am sure they will
do the very best they possibly can in very, very difficult circumstances. Specifically, my request to the
minister is for much-needed funding for many of the primary schools in my electorate. Schools like
Caulfield Junior College, Caulfield South and Ripponlea Primary School are very, very old schools
largely with heritage-listed buildings and landlocked. They have growth in the number of students that
are coming into those schools, and unfortunately the only solution that this minister has been providing
is portables. Now, these portable classrooms are not sufficient.
I want to particularly highlight a situation with Caulfield Primary School. I met with principal Peter
Gray; Kara Lowe, who is the school council president; and Rebecca McKenzie, the CEO of Glen Eira
council. This is a landlocked school, it is over 100 years old and many of those heritage buildings need
to be protected, but we cannot take away the open space and playgrounds of these kids and put
demountables in these areas. So one of the solutions that we have contemplated is working with one
of the council buildings across the road—the Gladys Mashin Senior Citizens club—to have the ability
of the education department to acquire that and to build a better seniors club but also an education
facility as well. This is the best of both worlds. What this is is education 24/7. We have this school
which is a jewel in the crown. It is a bilingual school that offers Japanese as well. We can have Japanese
education not just for the kids but also for the adults taught in this Gladys Mashin centre. This is a
great opportunity for the government to actually put their money where their mouth is and to provide
funding for this. The money that then could be used by the council would be used for open space—a
win-win, much-needed open space in our area.
We are looking for innovative solutions by this government. We have not received any funding for
our schools. Our schools are desperate for this funding, and with the budget coming up we know that
with the difficult situations our schools have experienced during COVID parents and kids are
desperate for change, they are desperate for a plan and they are desperate for a solution. Here is a
solution right now for the government to stand up, put their money where their mouth is, invest in
these schools, invest in the education and invest in the future for our young ones. Minister, stand up,
put this money into these school—and not only Caulfield Primary School but Ripponlea, Caulfield
South and Caulfield Junior College. All of these schools need much-needed funding to do the great
job they are already doing.
MORDIALLOC COLLEGE
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (19:09): (4738) My adjournment this evening is for the Minister
for Education, and the action I seek is for the minister to update my community on the progress of
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stage 2 works at Mordialloc College. It is an exciting time for Mordialloc College to see the progress
of stage 1 works and what that has delivered for our local community and to think about what stage 2
will achieve for our patch and our community. To have achieved the year 8 learning centre, the year 12
senior centre and all of the work that has been done to get to this point is really exciting. We are on
the edge of some of these amazing development projects that are really going to transform the school
for all the families all the way from Mordialloc through to Chelsea that have interacted with and
attended Mordialloc College.
I want to take this opportunity to give a massive shout-out to Michelle Roberts, principal of Mordialloc
College. Last year she got the Lindsay Thompson award—of course that is the Brownlow Medal of
education awards in Victoria—recognising her many years of transforming this school into a leader in
our local community. She is an outstanding educator. Just recently for our year 12s—obviously debs
and formals have been a little different during COVID; we have not been able to have some of those
celebrations and come together—Michelle Roberts and her team went to every year 12’s doorstep, took
a beautiful photo with their family and friends and celebrated their year, even though it has been
challenging for them. It was a fitting recognition to see Channel 7 cover that recently as well. It was
really inspiring to see the journey, since back when I was with Mark Dreyfus as an adviser, and see
Mordialloc College change over this time. This is a destination school in our community now, and
people really want to get into this area and go to this great school. Stage 2 is going to transform those
outcomes for our kids. It is something we passionately campaigned for. We wanted to realise that
vision that has been put forward by our school community, and we are so very excited about the
progress there. So I am really keen for the education minister to update my local community on the
progress of those works and how they are going into the future.
I want to also join the member for Northcote and the member for Caulfield in giving a big shout-out
to our year 12s. Obviously the English exam was today. It has been a hard slog for their year. Exams
have been a little later than they expected. They will still get their ATAR this year, but I want to
recognise and pay tribute to them and wish our year 12s all the very best in their learning and their
education, wherever that might be—whether it is VCE, whether it is VET, VCAL or TAFE and
beyond. We give you a big shout-out. We wish you all the very best. It is a hard slog, but whatever
your results are and whatever your achievements are, we are there with you and we wish you the very
best in your journeys going forward. I look forward to getting an update from the minister on the
amazing progress of Mordialloc College.
COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY GIPPSLAND SOUTH ELECTORATE STATIONS
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (19:12): (4739) It is good to see that the Minister for Education
has briefed out what is going to be in the budget for all the Labor backbenchers. It would be nice if he
let us know as well what is coming and gave us some good news in regional Victoria. My adjournment
matter tonight is for the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. The action I seek from the minister
is for her to take action to ensure that vacancies for commanders in CFA districts are filled, and
specifically I refer to district 10 in my electorate of Gippsland South. We have at the moment in the
CFA one assistant chief fire officer, supported normally by four commanders; at the moment all four
of those positions are vacant and have not been filled for some time. So we have got one ACFO
personally doing the work of five people at the moment, and this is a very poor reflection on the
transition between the MFB-CFA situation to Fire Rescue Victoria (FRV). The commanders obviously
do a lot of work in supporting our CFA stations and brigades, supporting the volunteers and assisting
them to prepare for the defence of our communities over summer in particular, and I am very concerned
that that work is being compromised at the moment because of the lack of staff in those positions.
I might also add that in my electorate we are seeking the government to fund the fire stations that I have
mentioned numerous times here before. In district 10 that includes Yarram and the Winnindoo stations,
and in district 9, Mirboo North and Foster. As an aside, these are projects that are ready to go. They are
planned. There is land available I think for almost all of them, or very close to all of them, and building
them now would be a great stimulus for the local economy because they are ready to go and the jobs
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will go to local builders and local subcontractors; they are not the big mega projects. This is something
that the government should be doing because the stations are needed but also because it would be a
good stimulus for local builders. It is in the scheme of things a very small amount of money. I am sure
there is going to be billions spent on some pie in the sky Suburban Rail Loop that has got no business
plan. It would be nice to see some money spent in regional Victoria on things like CFA brigades.
The CFA needs the government’s support, and it has not seen it really for five years. Indeed it has
been the opposite. One way that the government and the minister could go a small way to addressing
these issues would be to ensure that the FRV is actually filling those positions that are on secondment
from FRV to the CFA. As I said, four vacancies are there at district 10. It is not good enough coming
into summer, and the minister and the government need to address this as quickly as possible.
CASEY HOSPITAL
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (19:14): (4740) The adjournment matter I wish to raise is for the
attention of the Minister for Health and concerns the recent upgrades to Casey Hospital. The action
that I seek is that the new minister join me to inspect the completed works at Casey Hospital. The outer
south-east is one of Melbourne’s fastest growing areas, and the Andrews government continues to
improve local infrastructure and services. This $135 million hospital upgrade will ensure that
25 800 extra patients can be treated each year, including capacity for an additional 8000 procedures
through the inclusion of four new operating theatres. Upgrades have been completed to the maternity
unit, which will provide capacity for an additional 1300 births each year. Further upgrades include a
redeveloped emergency unit and short-stay unit, 128 new multi-day beds, 12 intensive care unit beds,
12 new day surgery unit beds and over 330 new car parking spaces.
Health services are extremely important to my constituents, especially during the pandemic, and I am
thrilled to see that this project is completed. Casey Hospital is the primary centre for health care in our
area, and this investment to increase capacity will ensure that it remains a top choice for many new
families who make Narre Warren South their home. I hope that the minister is able to join me to inspect
the upgraded Casey Hospital at a safe and appropriate time. I am sure that the hospital staff would
appreciate this visit and that they will make him feel welcome.
SANDRINGHAM ELECTORATE BUDGET SUBMISSION
Mr ROWSWELL (Sandringham) (19:16): (4741) My adjournment matter is for the Treasurer.
The action that I seek is that the Treasurer allocate funding in this year’s state budget for each item
listed within the Sandringham district budget submission that I have directly sent to him. I wish to
remind the Treasurer that for the benefit of school communities in that submission I have requested
$2 million for the construction of a school hall at Beaumaris North Primary School, $1 million for the
redevelopment of Black Rock Primary School’s sport oval, stage 2 funding for the redevelopment of
Sandringham College and $7.5 million for stage 1 funding for urgent maintenance and a rebuild
master plan at Mentone Girls Secondary College.
For the preservation of community spaces I have requested $1 million for the restoration of Hampton
Pier—and I note the minister at the table, the Minister for Fishing and Boating, would be interested in
that particular item; $50 000 for the beautification of traffic light boxes across the Sandringham
district; $200 000 for the building of female change room facilities at Trevor Barker Oval; the
preservation of the vast majority of the former Gas and Fuel land on the Nepean Highway, Highett,
for community use; and $10 million towards a regional sporting precinct within the Kingston green
wedge.
For our community’s health and wellbeing I have requested $5 million for the upgrade of the
Sandringham Hospital outpatient clinic, for the immediate reopening of eight hospital beds and for the
return of 7.5 effective full-time displaced nursing staff positions at our local Sandringham Hospital.
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To keep motorists and pedestrians safe I requested $500 000 for the installation of a pedestrian
crossing at the intersection of Childers Street and Warrigal Road in Mentone and $1.5 million for the
installation of traffic lights and a pedestrian crossing at two intersections, the first being George Street
and Bay Road in Sandringham and the second intersection being Tulip Street and Bluff Road in Black
Rock.
To efficiently get people from A to B I have requested the removal of the Warrigal Road level crossing
in Mentone and both the Highett Road and the Wickham Road level crossings in Highett, with all to
be replaced by rail underpasses; more frequent bus services to and from Sandringham train station,
including on bus routes 822, 600, 922 and 923; approval for the federal government’s fully funded
construction of commuter car parking at Sandringham station; and an additional protective services
officer presence at Mentone railway station from 3.00 pm until 6.00 pm on school days.
For too long Victorian Labor has simply forgotten my community. Whilst cost overruns on major
projects have become the norm for this government, a fraction of those wasted billions could simply
set up my community’s future infrastructure for future generations. I look forward to the Treasurer
funding each of these important community projects for the benefit of my local community.
BAYSWATER ELECTORATE SCHOOLS
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater) (19:19): (4742) I rise to raise a matter with the Minister for Education.
The action I seek is that the minister provides my community with information on what impact the
state budget will have on education locally. Of course since being elected I have been a very proud
and passionate advocate for more support for local schools. I am very pleased that the Andrews
government has delivered for all of our local school communities, from a brand new building at
Bayswater Primary School that has just opened for the kids to enjoy—and they are pumped and excited
to be back there—to new outdoor spaces and ovals at the Basin Primary and at Boronia Heights
Primary School, tens of thousands of breakfasts and lunches served in the breakfast club program and
the commitment to see a mental health practitioner in every local secondary school in my part of the
world starting term 1 2021. And now, with millions of dollars of extra capital investment, we are
getting on with the job of giving every kid the best start in life.
But of course, as we often say, there is always more to be done. I work closely with not just our local
school principals, not just with our local school communities, but with our teachers and indeed our
students to hear directly from them about what their vision is for education in our community. As we
prepare for the biggest building and recovery budget that this state has ever seen, I am excited to
continue to work with the minister to outline my community’s priorities for education. I thank the
minister wholeheartedly for his consideration of this matter and thank him for the work that he and
this Andrews Labor government are doing to back in schools and educators right across this state.
ROADSIDE VEGETATION
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (19:20): (4743) My adjournment matter is for the Minister
for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, and the action I seek is a coordinated approach across
departments, emergency services and local governments to ensure better management of roadside
vegetation in rural and regional areas. Recently it was Fire Action Week, and Victorians were being
urged to clean up their properties to reduce fire risk—a very worthy cause and one that everyone
should take heed of, including the Andrews Labor government. With restrictions eased in regional
Victoria I have been holding listening posts around the electorate, and there was one theme that was
constantly raised with me: the level of growth on roadsides managed by the government. As has been
the case in previous years, and as I have raised in this chamber every single year since I have been
here, the bureaucratic mess and lack of communication between departments is preventing anything
from happening. We have had a wet spring in my region and the growth has exploded, but many
people feel, like in other years, that nothing will be done about it. It will dry out when the weather
warms up. We will have huge fuel loads just sitting there presenting a danger to the community.
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Aside from the fire risk, vegetation on the roadside creates all kinds of other hazards for road users,
with overgrown branches obstructing trucks and school buses and hampering lines of sight at
intersections. The level of vegetation on our roadsides has been a significant issue for many years.
During the 2018 St Patrick’s Day fires overgrown roadsides essentially provided a wick, and the
roadsides became corridors of flames which spread into neighbouring farmland. If they were not on
fire, falling trees were trapping people who were trying to get away from the flames.
The roadsides are a mess and no-one knows what to do about them. If you talk to VicRoads, they say,
‘It’s DELWP’; if you talk to the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, they say,
‘It’s local government’; and local government just scratches its head saying, ‘How is it our job?’. It
needs to be sorted out once and for all. We need to have clear policies in place for the reduction of
roadside vegetation to remove invasive species, manage native species and get them under control and
allow for preventative works to be done to reduce fire risk.
Earlier this year one of my local brigades in Caramut were stopped from doing roadside burn-offs, as
they have been doing for generations, because the tankers they had on site were privately owned and
therefore did not meet the number of CFA tankers required. It completely ignored the fact that with
the private tankers there was more water on hand than there would have been if they had only used
CFA tankers. It is this kind of red tape that is putting communities at risk. It is stopping people from
reducing the vegetation on roadsides and in turn is creating a danger that no-one sitting in their office
towers in Exhibition Street seems to know or care about. So again I ask the minister to show some
interest and take some significant steps to sort out the legislative and bureaucratic mess that roadside
management has become for the benefit of the Victorian community.
ROSEBUD PRIMARY SCHOOL
Mr BRAYNE (Nepean) (19:23): (4744) The action I seek is for the Minister for Education to
provide an update on the $13.77 million established areas project at Rosebud Primary School. I have
been speaking to the Rosebud Primary School community, especially principal Steve Fisher, a lot
about this project, and I know just how excited Rosebud is for this upgrade. The upgrade will deliver
modern facilities that will help cater for student growth over the next couple of years. It will include a
new senior learning hub and a state-of-the-art gymnasium, which will be able to be used by the whole
of the Rosebud community. This upgrade will maximise the space of the existing land. Recently the
designs for the new facility were released by Minx Architecture, which were met with excitement and
elation from Rosebud Primary School parents, students and teachers. I look forward to receiving an
update from the minister regarding this huge development for the Rosebud community.
RESPONSES
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating) (19:24): The member for Forest
Hill raised a matter for the Minister for Health. The Minister for Education was certainly very popular,
with the members for Northcote, Caulfield, Mordialloc, Bayswater and Nepean raising matters for
him. The member for Gippsland South raised a matter for the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services. The member for Narre Warren South raised a matter for the Minister for Health. The member
for Sandringham gave a very comprehensive overview of a matter for the Treasurer. The member for
South-West Coast raised a matter for the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change. I
will refer them all accordingly.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The house now stands adjourned until tomorrow.
House adjourned 7.25 pm.

