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Tuesday, 27 October 2020
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair at 12.03 pm and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER (12:03): We acknowledge the traditional Aboriginal owners of the land on which
we are meeting. We pay our respects to them, their culture, their elders past, present and future, and
elders from other communities who may be here today.
RONALD ALEXANDER BEST
The SPEAKER (12:03): Members, this is not a formal announcement, but people will be aware
that a former member of the other place, Ron Best, passed away recently. As a member of the Council
we do not recognise Mr Best in this place, but I did send some flowers from the Assembly to Louise
Asher, who is a good friend to many people in this chamber.
Business of the house
STANDING AND SESSIONAL ORDERS
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19) (12:04): By
leave, I move:
That so much of standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow the following arrangements to come
into effect immediately and to remain in place until 30 October 2020:
A revised order of business
(1) The order of business is:
Wednesday
Formal business
Statements by members
Statements on parliamentary committee reports
Government business
Question time—1.00 pm
Lunch break and cleaning in the chamber—2.00 pm to 3.00 pm
Matter of public importance or grievance debate—3.00 pm
Government business continued
Thursday
Formal business
Statements by members
Government business
Lunch break and cleaning in the chamber—1.00 pm to 2.00 pm
Question time—2.00 pm
Government business continued
General business.
(2) The Speaker may order additional breaks to facilitate cleaning in the chamber.
Times of meeting
(3) Unless otherwise ordered, the house will meet on Wednesday at 10.00 am and Thursday at 9.30 am.
(4) The Speaker will interrupt business under sessional order 2 for the adjournment at 7.00 pm on Tuesday,
at 7.30 pm on Wednesday and 5.00 pm on Thursday.
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Remote participation
(5) Members may participate in debate remotely using an audio link or audiovisual link as follows:
(a) the Chair must be satisfied that the quality of the audio link or audiovisual link allows the Chair to
verify the identity of that member and for the member to participate;
(b) a member participating remotely is not counted for the purposes of a quorum and may not vote;
(c) members may only participate remotely to speak on:
(i)

motions;

(ii) bills, including consideration in detail;
(iii) members statements;
(iv) statements on parliamentary committee reports;
(v) question time—to ask questions only;
(vi) grievance debates;
(vii) debates of a matter of public importance;
(viii) a personal explanation
(ix) adjournment debates—to raise a matter only—
if they are included in the order of business;
(d) members participating remotely may only speak when given the call, must comply with all the
usual rules of debate and may not:
(i)

refuse leave;

(ii) respond to questions without notice, make ministers’ statements or respond to matters raised
in the adjournment debate;
(iii) call the Chair’s attention to the state of the house;
(iv) take, or speak on, a point of order unless it is taken by another member during their speech or
relates to the answer to a question they have asked;
(v) move a motion (except an amendment to a motion or bill when they have the call);
(vi) interject;
(vii) chair the debate;
(e) members participating remotely may circulate amendments to bills under standing order 64;
(f)

in order to assist members participating remotely, the Chair will use a formal call list to allocate the
call for each debate where practical and members wishing to participate remotely may seek the
call by:
(i)

informing their whip, or the whip’s representative, who will inform the Chair in advance—
for a government or opposition member;

(ii) informing the Clerk, who will inform the Chair in advance—for any other member;
(g) when a member participates remotely, the Chair may exercise all their usual powers to control the
debate;
(h) the Chair is given any additional powers necessary to facilitate the smooth running of the house
and/or to address any technical issues, including but not limited to:
(i)

stopping the clock;

(ii) returning to a member’s contribution;
(iii) re-ordering business; and
(i)

the Speaker may issue guidelines about remote participation.

Other business to be published in Hansard
(6) Members who are not in attendance on the parliamentary precinct for a sitting day may submit:
(a) members statements;
(b) statements on parliamentary committee reports;
(c) constituency questions; and
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(d) adjournment matters—
for that day by emailing them to the Clerk by the adjournment of the house.
(7) The Clerk will accept matters up to the number usually given in the house minus any matters verbally
given in the house each day, and as allocated between the parties and Independents in accordance with
the call lists approved by the Speaker.
(8) The house authorises and requires these matters to be published in Hansard at the point in the
proceedings/order of business that the item would have occurred and after any contributions (if any) that
have been given in the house:
(a) subject to the Hansard editorial policy; and
(b) if any matter contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the rules of debate, the
Speaker may direct that the matter be removed or amended before it is published.
Members to incorporate their speeches for bills and motions
(9) If a member is not in attendance on the parliamentary precinct for a sitting day and they wish to
incorporate their speech—
(a) for any bill on the government business program, they must email their speech to the Clerk by the
time set down for consideration of that bill under the government business program; or
(b) for any substantive motion considered by the house that day, they must email their speech to the
Clerk by the adjournment of the house.
(10) Incorporated speeches will be published in Hansard—
(a) for bills, after the relevant second-reading speeches made in the house (if any) and before the
minister’s reply (if any);
(b) for substantive motions, after the relevant speeches made in the house (if any) and before the
mover’s reply (if any).
(11) If any matter contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the rules of debate, the Speaker
may direct that the matter be removed or amended before it is published.
Reduced number of members in the chamber to assist with physical distancing
(12) Subject to paragraphs (16) and (17), the chamber will be composed of the Chair and no more than
24 other members, being 13 from the government, seven from the opposition, one Greens member and
three Independent members.
(13) Except as provided for in paragraphs (16) and (17), if more members than those listed in paragraph (12)
vote in a division, the Clerk will not count their vote.
Quorum
(14) The house gives the Chair further discretion in ringing the bells to form a quorum under standing order
29, provided the Chair is confident that a quorum is present within the parliamentary precinct.
(15) If, under paragraph (14) and standing order 29(1), the bells are rung to form a quorum, the provisions
under paragraph (12) are suspended until a quorum is formed.
(16) If, under standing order 29(2), there is found not to be a quorum during a division:
(a) the provisions under paragraph (12) are suspended;
(b) the bells must be rung for a further 4 minutes;
(c) the chamber will be composed of the Chair and no more than 40 other members, being 23 from the
government, 13 from the opposition, one Greens member and three Independent members for the
remainder of the sitting day; and
(d) if more members than those listed in paragraph (c) vote in the division, the Clerk will not count
their vote.
Divisions
(17) For questions relating to the passage of bills on the government business program, the provisions under
paragraph (12) are suspended and divisions will take place as follows:
(a) members will vote in up to four voting groups;
(b) for each voting group:
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no more than 24 members, in addition to the Chair, the Leader of the House and Manager of
Opposition Business (or their representatives), will be permitted into the chamber;

(ii) the Chair will direct that the doors be locked and state the question being voted on;
(iii) the Chair will ask members who are voting ‘aye’ to stand in their place and, in turn, will ask
members who are voting ‘no’ to stand in their place;
(iv) the Clerk will count the votes and the Chair will announce the number of votes cast for the
‘ayes’ and ‘noes’ in that group;
(v) subject to sub-paragraph (d), all members except the Chair must then leave the chamber;
(vi) the Chair will then ask the Clerk to ring the bells for 1 minute to call members to the chamber
for the next voting group, or to resume the make-up of the chamber as set out in paragraph
(12), as required;
(c) subject to sub-paragraph (d), members will only be permitted to enter the chamber once for each
division and any member present in the chamber must vote;
(d) the Leader of the House and Manager of Opposition Business, or their representatives, may remain
in the chamber for the entirety of the division, but can only stand to vote in one group; and
(e) at the conclusion of the four voting groups, the Chair will announce the result of the division.
Register of opinion on division questions
(18) If a division has taken place, a member not in attendance for the division can register their opinion on
the question:
(a) any members wishing to do so must notify the Clerk in writing of their opinion (either ‘yes’ or ‘no’)
on the same day the division took place by no later than 1 hour after the house adjourns; and
(b) any such opinion will be published, separately from the results of the vote, in Hansard and the
Votes and Proceedings.

Motion agreed to.
Members
MINISTER FOR CRIME PREVENTION
MINISTER FOR MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS
MINISTER FOR POLICE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES
Absence
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:04): I rise to inform the house that today I will answer
questions for the portfolios of crime prevention, corrections, youth justice and victim support; and
multicultural affairs, community sport and youth. Further to this, I also wish to advise the house that
this week I will answer questions for the portfolios of water, police and emergency services, and
coordination of environment, land, water and planning: COVID-19; and planning and housing.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:05): My question is to the Deputy
Premier and Minister for Mental Health. Minister, how many Victorian teenagers have presented to
public health emergency departments because of self-harm in the three months to 30 September 2020?
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for Mental Health, Minister for the
Coordination of Education and Training: COVID-19) (12:05): I thank the Leader of the Opposition
for that important question. We knew from the start, and all the experts were telling us, that this global
pandemic would have a serious impact on mental health—feelings of stress, of isolation. We have
seen an increase in demand for services. It is reflected in a number of ways: one, as the Leader of the
Opposition has indicated, as presentations to emergency departments for self-harm, for suicidal
ideation. So we have seen an increase in the order of 25 to 30 per cent. We have seen a significant
increase in the utilisation of telehealth and videoconference counselling services. In terms of suicide
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itself, deaths by suicide this year compared to last year are comparable. The latest data was 530 this
year compared to 534 for the same time period last year. So we have not seen it reflected in suicide
rates, but it certainly has impact.
That is exactly why over the course of this year we have made significant investments—over
$220 million of investments—whether it is just under $60 million for services such as Beyond Blue,
Lifeline and the like; whether it is just under $60 million for acute services, so increased demands and
fast-tracking the mental health beds as part of the interim report of the royal commission; or whether
it is investment in our schools, so $28.5 million in our schools for mental health training for
1500 teachers, partnerships with Headspace, Navigator, Lookout, engaging with vulnerable kids. It is
why as children have returned to school over the last few weeks the number one priority has been
around mental health and wellbeing support for young people. We know that this pandemic has had
an impact on mental health not only for young people but right across the broader community, and
that is why we have made these significant investments through the course of this year.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:08): I thank the Deputy Premier for
that answer. Can the Deputy Premier advise the house how many Victorian teenagers have accessed
mental health services in the three months to 30 September this year?
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for Mental Health, Minister for the
Coordination of Education and Training: COVID-19) (12:08): Again I thank the Leader of the
Opposition for his question. We have had a significant increase in access to demand for counselling
services, and I am happy to provide the Leader of the Opposition with the exact figures as they come
to me. We have seen an increase in, as I said, access to a number of services. Whether it is Orygen
Youth or whether it is Beyond Blue or Kids Helpline we have seen an increase in demand for those
services, and we knew that that would happen. We knew that remote and flexible learning would have
an impact on our young people. But these were decisions that we needed to make to combat this global
pandemic. Those decisions, those restrictions, as difficult as they have been, have worked, and we
have seen that reflected in the case numbers coming down significantly over recent weeks.
The SPEAKER: Just before calling the Premier on ministers statements, given that these
proceedings are broadcast widely and given the sensitive nature of the issues that are being discussed
in the house today, I will ensure that the contact details for organisations such as Lifeline are placed
on the parliamentary website for people who want to make contact if they are having a hard time.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:10): I am very pleased to be able to report to you and
to all Victorians that today we have another day of zero new coronavirus cases across Victoria. The
last time we had two zero days in a row was 5 and 6 March this year. This is an amazing achievement,
one that belongs to every single Victorian who has followed the rules and every single Victorian who
has known that unless we stuck together, unless we united together in common purpose to defeat this
second wave, there would be no defeating the second wave. For this virus, as wicked as it is, spreading
rapidly and silently—so many people contracting this virus with the mildest of symptoms, some
unregistrable, people not even knowing that they have this virus and spreading it—without the tough
decisions, the difficult and heartbreaking decisions that we and our public health team made, we would
not have achieved zero cases yesterday and zero cases today.
I want to thank every single Victorian for the fact that they have stayed the course—individuals,
families, communities, workers, bosses, unions, community groups and everyone across the community
in townships large and small and communities large and small. No-one has been untouched by this.
There is a massive job of repair and rebuilding that will need to be done, and this government is equal
to that task because Victorians who elected us are equal to that task. We will deliver a budget soon that
will be unprecedented in its size and scale, its reform and its vision for a stronger and better Victoria.
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We as a community, like no other, have shown our courage, our compassion, our conviction and our
character in getting to the end of this long journey, but it is not over yet. It is not over yet. Unless and
until a vaccine comes, we will all need to be vigilant, we will all need to get tested when we have even
the most mild symptoms and we will all need to keep playing our part. The government and our team
of health professionals will do their part, and I am confident all Victorians will join us to keep the
numbers low.
COVID-19
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:12): My question is to the Minister for
Health. As the Deputy Premier has confirmed, presentations to emergency departments with people
suffering psychiatric and mental health problems have escalated—we believe to record levels. People
are waiting in emergency departments for over 24 hours due to a shortage of psychiatric beds, and
then some are being admitted to general medical wards. The government has had nine months now to
ensure that Victoria’s public health system can cope with all the impacts of COVID-19. Why are
Victorians still receiving substandard care for psychiatric conditions?
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services, Minister for
Equality, Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (12:13): Can I
thank the Leader of the Opposition for his question. The Victorian government supports our acute
hospital system, including our mental health acute system, which is a part of that system, in record
amounts. What we have seen through the COVID pandemic are massive changes in how those systems
have to operate. We have seen arrangements whereby social distancing in wards has to occur. That has
had real operational impacts on both the mental health wards and the acute wards. That has seen
presentations—in both the first and second waves in the initial periods of those waves—in the mental
health wards actually decline in real numbers. Our concern there was that what we wanted to make sure
was that we followed and kept up with people as they did not present, and as the Deputy Premier
indicated, part of that $220 million worth of new investment is to make sure we kept engaging with those
people, whether they be acute or subacute patients in either an acute setting or a community setting.
In regard to the critical issue, however, that the honourable Leader of the Opposition hit on, our mental
health system was really not fit for purpose running into the global pandemic. Despite the massive
efforts and commitments of our public health and mental health workforce in both this pandemic
environment and the pre-pandemic environment, we all in our heart of hearts know that. That is why
this government has committed—and I am pretty sure it is the only side of the Parliament that has
publicly committed—to implementing all of the recommendations from the royal commission into
our mental health system, including the rollout of more acute mental health beds.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the minister is now debating the question. The
question was: the government has had nine months now to fix this problem, knowing what was going
to be coming; why hasn’t it done so? Why won’t the government create those new beds, the psychiatric
beds that are required, in order to stop patients being admitted to general wards?
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is being relevant to the question that was asked.
Mr FOLEY: As I was indicating, the Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System
recommended a whole series of beds—not all, by the way, in acute settings—to change the manner in
which you deliver the best service. A number of those beds are going to be delivered in Hospital in
the Home systems to make sure that people get the support where it matters most—in their family
settings. This government is the only party in this Parliament that has committed to implementing all
of those royal commission recommendations, and part of what the honourable Deputy Premier
indicated—that $220 million worth of new investment—is around that, and we stand by that. I would
urge those opposite to get on board and support the royal commission’s recommendations.
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Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the minister kicking this can down the road is not
helping psychiatric patients who are not getting access to psychiatric beds. I ask you, in the 19 seconds
remaining, to bring him back to the question: why are these Victorians still receiving substandard care?
The SPEAKER: Order! I again rule that the minister is being relevant. He has concluded his
answer.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:16): Government-imposed restrictions
have led to significant mental health effects on many Victorians. They have led to an increase in
suicide attempts and an increase in suicide ideation. How many additional specialist psychiatric beds
will the government provide to support Victorians who are currently not receiving appropriate care?
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services, Minister for
Equality, Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (12:17): I thank
the honourable Leader of the Opposition for his question. I would refer the honourable Leader of the
Opposition to the interim report of the Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System. One
of those nine recommendations that the royal commission made in this space talked about an initial
set of beds to be prioritised. The Victorian government adopted in full those interim royal commission
recommendations and has funded the rollout of all of those beds that were recommended, including
those in the Hospital in the Home areas. In addition to those beds it is also funding important
community placements and a whole range of supports so as to make sure that people do not end up in
the acute system in the first place. That is my answer.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services, Minister for
Equality, Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (12:18): I rise to
update the house in regard to the enormous effort that the people of the northern suburbs have made
in support of getting on top of their recent coronavirus outbreak. So far since last Tuesday 18 400 tests
have been carried out for coronavirus in the northern suburbs; 2796 results came back yesterday, all
negative, giving the government and the community the confidence to make the announcements that
the Premier made yesterday. In addition, so far today a further 387 tests have come back, and I can
take this opportunity to advise the house and the people of the northern suburbs that all of those were
negative. This means that at the moment the complex interconnection of cases in the northern suburbs
sits at 39. We are hopeful that we can wrap our arms around that service and around those families
and around those communities and see this particular outbreak off.
I want to thank the people of the northern suburbs, but I want to give a few special shout-outs. I want
to thank the leadership, the principal, the staff, the families and the communities of the East Preston
Islamic College. They have been outstanding in their contribution to working with their community
and working with the public health teams in delivering this outcome. I want to thank the community
of the Croxton School in Northcote for their equally outstanding efforts. More importantly I want to
thank the wider communities of the northern suburbs, who have turned out, as the Speaker would be
aware, in amazing numbers in a real coming together of civic leaders, faith leaders, education leaders
and the public health system to deliver this amazing outcome that is not there yet but will be a key part
of being open and staying open.
CHILD PROTECTION
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (12:20): My question is to the Minister for Child Protection.
The Commission for Children and Young People’s 2019 report Lost, Not Forgotten found that of the
children who were reported to child protection 78 per cent of reports in relation to subsequent deaths
were wrongly closed at the intake stage. Minister, why were these cases closed at the intake stage?
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers) (12:21): I thank the shadow minister for his question. As the member would be
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aware, we have obviously introduced the commissioner to look over and provide guidance in relation
to the department and in relation to child protection services. It is an important role that the
commissioner, Liana Buchanan, plays in terms of highlighting issues, which include issues like that,
where cases should not have been closed at that particular stage and have been looked at again. That
is something that I am very keen to deal with. In other words, instead of looking at these cases for a
first time, then closing them temporarily and then coming back to them at a later date—that is simply
not acceptable—what we want to change the system to largely is earlier intervention, actually keeping
children with their families as much as possible and ensuring we provide support to both those families
and those children at an earlier stage with therapeutic interventions.
Mr Wakeling: On a point of order, Speaker, on relevance, whilst I agree that it should not have
happened, as the minister has pointed out, the question is: why were these cases closed? I think that is
an important question that the community would like an answer to.
The SPEAKER: I understand the point of order. The member is being relevant to the question that
has been asked.
Mr DONNELLAN: As I indicated to the shadow minister, that is something that does concern
me, and that is why we put an extra $2.5 billion in and we have now got more child protection officers
than ever before. We have got lower case numbers per child protection officer, and let us put it very
clearly, we have certainly focused on getting earlier interventions. We are running trials in the southeast in terms of therapeutic interventions to get them in early to try and ensure that we actually keep
the children with their families above all else. But the only way to improve the assessments in terms
of these cases is actually to lower the case load and to give each child protection officer more time to
make the appropriate assessment. If you look at the figures in terms of case allocations, they are well
above 90 per cent, which is a much higher level than there had ever been in relation to the previous
government under the Liberal Party, and the case load per child protection officer is lower than it has
ever been before. So I certainly expect to see major improvements in years to come.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (12:23): The number of reports to child protection in June this
year was double what it was six months earlier. Given this enormous increase in demand for child
protection, how many Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) employees have been taken
out of crucial child protection work and seconded to other roles in the department’s pandemic response?
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers) (12:23): I thank the member for his question. He is wrong—full stop. Reports to
the department in June 2020 were 11 623, and in 2019 there were actually 10 089. So the reports to
child protection have actually increased. But let me just kindly provide to the shadow minister—
Mr Wakeling: On a point of order, Speaker, I do not wish to dwell on the issue for the minister,
but his own department has reported that it has increased from 62 138 to 122 179.
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order.
Mr DONNELLAN: Let us be very clear about what the department actually does. It has many
reports, but those which are substantially investigated—let us look at the June figures for 2020—are
11 623. In 2019 there were 10 089. So in other words, the numbers have slightly increased, which is
concerning, but let us be very clear: in terms of the level of support we are providing—
Mr Wakeling: On a point of order, Speaker, whilst the minister may not have been referring to the
correct figures, the real question is: how many DHHS employees have been taken out of child
protection and moved into other departments and other agencies during the pandemic response? It is
an important issue.
The SPEAKER: Order! I heard the question. There is no point of order.
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Mr DONNELLAN: Let us be very clear: in terms of the total number of people employed in child
protection, it has never actually been higher.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19) (12:25): I am
pleased to rise today to update the house on how the Andrews Labor government has been pursuing
and progressing its vital transport infrastructure agenda and on its progress throughout the period of
the pandemic and now the full return of the workforce on these projects.
During the course of the pandemic, and based on expert health advice, construction continued,
although it did continue with some significant adjustments along the way, with reductions of onsite
numbers, the requirement for other parts of the workforce to work from home and of course the highest
COVID-safe plans across all of our sites. But because of the terrific cooperation from the construction
industry, the unions, their workforce, we were able to continue through this really difficult and
challenging time with, for example, the ongoing work on removing 20 dangerous and congested level
crossings, the tunnelling on the Metro Tunnel project meeting the halfway mark, works on the Monash
Freeway, early works on the North East Link and a whole range of other road and rail projects in
suburban Melbourne and regional Victoria.
Just as I said, it is terrific cooperation of the workforce and the industry, and it really reflects how
staying strong together through this period of time has yielded the kind of results we are seeing today
in the numbers and also on our worksites. This is a really important foundation for where we are going
forward. We employ so many people—tens of thousands of people. There are the onsite construction
workers but there are also thousands of other Victorians we have been able to support who work on
our program, on our construction agenda: people in planning; occupational health and safety roles;
and environmental assessment, communications, engagement and human resources roles. They too
are working on our construction agenda. They have been working from home and have been able to
keep the Big Build moving through this period of time. We would really like to thank them and say
there is going to be a lot more to do in the months and years ahead.
SEA ELECTRIC
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (12:27): My question is to the Minister for the Coordination of Jobs,
Precincts and Regions: COVID-19. Minister, this Friday marks two years to the day since the state
government announced that the Latrobe Valley was set to become the capital of electric vehicle
manufacturing in Australia. It was also stated that 500 local jobs would be created and that the facility
would be established by 2021. Given ongoing high unemployment in my community, which has been
exacerbated by the significant economic downturn and hardships associated with the COVID-19
restrictions, this project is vital in helping the Latrobe Valley get back on its feet. So, Minister, can
you advise if land has even been secured for this important commitment?
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (12:28): I thank the member
for Morwell for his question. Without his having named it, I am presuming he is referring to the SEA
Electric project, and I will endeavour to provide the member with the advice that I can, given that it
falls within the ministerial responsibility of the Minister for Regional Development, who is the
minister responsible for the Latrobe Valley Authority and for this project. But I do have some
familiarity with it, given that Mr Leptos—who at least was the chairman of the company, I am not
sure if he still is—has been a rather regular correspondent with a number of people.
It is true that the progress on that project has not been what the government hoped it to be when the
grant agreement was signed back in November 2018. The fact of the matter is that there has been some
disagreement between the government and the company in regard to whether or not milestones have
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been reached by the company. It is, I think, a matter of some contest. It remains a matter of some
contest, so I do not want to go into the detail of that—again, as it is within the responsibility of
Minister Symes—but the department’s view is certainly that some milestones in the grant agreement
have not been reached and therefore the milestone payments that would correspond with those
milestones have not been paid. There are, of course, difficulties in global business conditions, and so
that is to some extent understandable. I am advised by the department that they continue to work with
the company in good faith in regard to that.
As for the site, it is my understanding, again from discussions, that there have been some ongoing
conversations between not just the state and SEA Electric but also Latrobe City Council with regard to
the signing of a lease for a site. Those conversations are progressing, but they have not been concluded.
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (12:30): The electric vehicle manufacturing facility proposal earmarked
for Morwell was extremely well received by our local community and across the political spectrum at
the time. However, since 30 October 2018 there have been little or no updates or communication as
to the status of the project, and now there is strong speculation that this proposal is not proceeding at
all. So, Minister, can you advise the Latrobe Valley community if this proposed SEA Electric vehicle
manufacturing facility that promised 500 local jobs will still be built in Morwell—yes or no?
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (12:31): I thank the
honourable member for his supplementary question. No, I am not in a position to provide that sort of
categorical answer for the two reasons that I have already outlined. One is that the project falls within
the responsibility of the Minister for Regional Development, and she and her office and that part of
the department have been the ones who have been primarily engaging with SEA Electric. Secondly,
as I indicated in my substantive answer, there are some disagreements, as I understand it, between the
government and the company in regard to whether or not certain milestones have been achieved, and
I understand that those discussions are ongoing. So at some point, understandably, those conversations
will reach a conclusion at which point the answer to your question, I suppose, will become clearer.
But at this stage those discussions continue to occur in good faith, and I think the parties remain
hopeful of a resolution.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (12:32): I rise to update the
house on the easing of industry restrictions. As has well been well documented yesterday, the Andrews
Labor government confirmed that Melbourne will move to the third step at 11.59 pm tonight. For
industry, taking the third step means that workplaces will no longer need to be on the permitted work
list to open. It means that our cafes, restaurants and pubs can reopen with outdoor limits of up to
50 people and up to 20 indoors. Remaining retail will also open. Beauty and personal care services
can resume.
Mr T Bull interjected.
Mr PAKULA: The TABs will reopen, member for Gippsland East, and for those retail and
hospitality businesses that need to get ready for reopening, staff can already be on site making their
businesses COVID safe. Personal training and fitness can be held outdoors with up to 10 people.
Outdoor entertainment venues can also begin hosting visitors. And from 8 November, very
importantly, the 25-kilometre limit will be lifted and Melbourne people will once again be able to visit
regional Victoria. That means that the same eased industry restrictions that apply to the regions will
apply in Melbourne from that date. Permits to travel between regional Victoria and metro Melbourne
for work will not be required any more.
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The capacity of pubs and restaurants in Melbourne will increase, with up to 40 indoors and up to
70 outdoors. Gaming venues will be able to open subject to restrictions. Gyms and indoor fitness will
reopen with some strict safety precautions in place. The bringing down of the border between metro
Melbourne and the regions will mean that accommodation providers will once again be able to
welcome visitors from Melbourne, which will undoubtedly be very welcomed by them, and that will
be a much-needed boost for regional tourism operators.
In the few seconds I have got left I would like to thank those business groups and individual businesses
who have engaged, in the most part, very constructively with government. That will need to continue
as we move through the next phases of the restriction easing, and I have no doubt that they will
continue to do so.
MURRAY BASIN RAIL PROJECT
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (12:34): My question is to the Treasurer. I refer to the admission in the
revised Murray Basin rail project business case that a further $244 million will be required not to finish
the project but just to patch up the minister’s mess. What accountability and oversight mechanisms
within the Treasurer’s department failed so miserably that the botching of this project by the Minister
for Transport Infrastructure was not uncovered and remedied?
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! Government members will come to order.
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations, Minister for the Coordination of Treasury and Finance: COVID-19) (12:35): I thank the
member for Ripon for her question. The Murray Basin rail project is a vitally important project, one
that this government is of course getting on and delivering—a vitally important project that ultimately
serves the needs of the community. But of course we will not be able to proceed with the project unless
and until the commonwealth government demonstrate their commitment to this project. It is after all
a project that seeks to deal with the needs of this community, and so far as we are concerned—
Mr Walsh interjected.
Mr PALLAS: The Leader of the National Party, for example, might be trying to con Victorians,
claiming that he handed on a fully funded project—
Ms Staley: On a point of order, Speaker, a couple of things: firstly, as the Treasurer knows, question
time is not an opportunity to attack the opposition; secondly, the question goes to the accountability
mechanisms within the Treasurer’s department. It is really nice that he has got a briefing on the
project—which he has consistently got wrong, I may add—but could he come to actually answering
why he did not oversight the project?
The SPEAKER: The Treasurer did start to attack the opposition. I ask the Treasurer to come back
to answering the question.
Mr PALLAS: Those opposite are experts in undercooked, dodgy business cases. We know exactly
why we are in the position—
Ms Staley: On a point of order, Speaker, you upheld the point of order on not attacking the
opposition. Clearly the Treasurer did not listen to you or chose to ignore you, because the first sentence
out of his mouth went on to attack the opposition again. Could you ask him not to?
The SPEAKER: The Treasurer to come back to answering the question.
Mr PALLAS: I am absolutely convinced that the partnerships and the oversight processes that the
government has in place make sure that we deliver a project—of course—as work is appropriately
underway with respect to those things that the government has committed to. This government has
honoured the commitment that we made in 2015 because we knew how important it was to regional
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Victorians and to our farmers. Those opposite might well seek to criticise the actions that we have
taken with regard to regional rail because they know what inaction and inertia looks like. They
specialised in it. If they could not shut it down, they would sell it off. That was their approach.
We have fought hard and we have signed up the federal government to contribute their half in 2016,
and because of this the government started and funded the Murray Basin rail project. It has already of
course delivered benefits for farmers and the freight industry, and we are investing right across the rail
freight network. Can I assure you, Speaker, and can I assure the member for Ripon that this
government takes its obligations to deliver quality rail infrastructure to this community, unlike those
opposite, who did nothing in this space. So far as this government is concerned, we will continue that
process—the processes of oversight that are effectively managed by the minister through her
department and of course through the Department of Treasury and Finance through both our
commercial division and the Office of Projects Victoria.
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (12:39): What oversights has the Treasurer been forced to put into place to
ensure that the Minister for Transport Infrastructure does not incur the similar cost overruns and project
management failures for which she has now become renowned again?
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations, Minister for the Coordination of Treasury and Finance: COVID-19) (12:39): The Minister
for Transport Infrastructure is renowned for many things, and delivering projects is first and foremost
amongst them—delivering quality infrastructure projects that those opposite never cared about. You
look at her long list of achievements and you compare them to the inside of a doughnut. In fact you
would have to say that this minister, more than any other minister so far as transport infrastructure is
concerned, has gone on and delivered quality infrastructure. We also have obligations not only to
deliver quality infrastructure but to oversight the delivery of that infrastructure appropriately. That is
in a partnership, and the minister, through her department, takes principal responsibility. But I also, as
Treasurer, having established the Office of Projects Victoria, am working in cooperation with the
minister to assure Victorians that they are delivered quality infrastructure.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: MENTAL HEALTH FUNDING
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for Mental Health, Minister for the
Coordination of Education and Training: COVID-19) (12:40): I rise to update the house—and really
building on my earlier answer and the answer of the Minister for Health in terms of updating this
Parliament—on the support we are providing in terms of mental health during this global coronavirus
pandemic. As I said, when the pandemic started, we knew that this would have an impact on people’s
mental health, and we have seen that reflected in the access to and demand for services. That is why
back in April we provided funding of $59.4 million to services like Beyond Blue, Lifeline, Orygen,
YMCA, Smiling Mind and the Alannah and Madeline Foundation. I can advise the house that since
that announcement almost 240 000 people have utilised services supported by this investment, and as I
indicated to the Leader of the Opposition, I will break that down in terms of young people.
In August we announced $59.7 million for acute mental health services and infrastructure—and this
goes to an earlier question—including $30 million to fast-track 144 acute mental health beds at
Barwon Health, western hospital, Northern Hospital and the Royal Melbourne Hospital. That
investment was absolutely critical. By making that investment, it meant that the pandemic has not
delayed in any way the detailed co-design work with consumers, carers and clinicians, and I look
forward to shortly releasing those detailed designs.
I can also advise the house that additional payments to 19 health services across Victoria, totalling
over $21 million, will commence in coming weeks—funding for expanded face-to-face clinical
sessions, increased consultation liaison services to GPs and primary healthcare networks, increased
assertive outreach for high-risk patients and improved access to psychiatrists. We are delivering almost
$220 million of mental health support to help people get through this pandemic.
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Constituency questions
ROWVILLE ELECTORATE
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (12:43): (4641) My question is to the Minister for Health. Minister, can
you please explain why pubs can have up to 20 patrons inside as of tomorrow, yet churches are only
able to have 10 people for religious gatherings inside? Up to 200 people can gather for entertainment
at an outdoor venue or 50 seated indoors, yet religious services are limited to 20 worshippers outside.
Sadly, weddings are still limited to 10 people and funerals to 20. I have had numerous frustrated
constituents contacting my office regarding this inconsistency. With zero cases, zero deaths and a
rolling 14-day average yesterday of 3.6, there is no clear explanation as to why hospitality and
entertainment are allowed more freedom than religious gatherings. For many Victorians one of the
hardest things about this lockdown has been the inability to visit their place of worship. It is incredibly
important that Victorians can visit their place of worship and connect with other members of their
congregation.
IVANHOE ELECTORATE
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (12:44): (4642) My constituency question is to the Deputy Premier and
Minister for Education. I seek the latest information regarding the modernisation and upgrade at
Ivanhoe Primary School in my electorate, a $4.5 million project scheduled for completion—eight new
classrooms at Ivanhoe Primary School, where my mum used to teach many years ago. It is a great
school where, with the Treasurer in late 2018, we opened the tree house project for the foundation
students—a $2 million project. This $4.5 million project at Ivanhoe Primary School builds on the work
that we have been doing out there at Ivanhoe Primary. That particular building of course opened back
in 1923, and we continue to invest in that school. I look forward to opening with Mr Kent, the principal,
with the great hard work, the project there at Ivanhoe Primary, and I look forward to the latest
information on meeting our targets to deliver that project for the school community.
EVELYN ELECTORATE
Ms VALLENCE (Evelyn) (12:45): (4643) My question is to the Minister for Industry Support and
Recovery, Minister for Trade, Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major
Events, Minister for Racing and Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions:
COVID-19, on behalf of about 50 local businesses, breweries and wineries who have been unfairly
excluded from the Licensed Hospitality Venue Fund for much-needed financial support if they hold a
producers licence instead of a liquor licence. It makes no sense that liquor licensees who operate bars,
restaurants, pubs and cafes are eligible but producer licensees who operate bars, restaurants, pubs or
cafes are ineligible. Minister, will you now expand the eligibility criteria to include producer licensees,
who heavily rely—in some cases 100 per cent—on the restaurant, hospitality or cellar door component
of their business, which was forced to close by the Andrews Labor government’s COVID restrictions?
These Yarra Valley businesses have told me that despite their best efforts to engage with your office
there has been a distinct lack of help at a time that they really, really need it. This exclusion is not fair
and is impacting jobs.
WENDOUREE ELECTORATE
Ms ADDISON (Wendouree) (12:46): (4644) My question is directed to the Minister for Tourism,
Sport and Major Events and is about state government support to encourage tourists to visit and stay
in Ballarat. I wish to thank the minister for his support for Ballarat businesses that have had their
livelihoods impacted by the COVID pandemic, and the work that has been done to support the Ballarat
economy during the COVID pandemic. The minister’s actions are most appreciated.
The Ballarat region is one of Victoria’s premier tourist destinations, with 3.36 million visitors
travelling to the city in 2019, injecting $613 million into the local economy. This sector has been hit
very hard by the cessation of international travel, the state border closures and the ring of steel. With
lower case numbers allowing us to reopen in a COVID-safe way, now is the time to support and
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promote Ballarat as a premium tourist destination. I want to see more visitor numbers back and our
local economy stronger than ever. Therefore my question is: what is the latest information on how the
Victorian government is supporting Ballarat tourism and encouraging visitors to come to Ballarat?
CAULFIELD ELECTORATE
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (12:47): (4645) My question is to the Minister for Education. It is
on behalf of VCE students in the electorate of Caulfield and more broadly VCE students right across
Victoria that are facing exams at the moment. It is probably one of the most difficult times of their
lives. They have had a very much interrupted year this year with their exams, and of course it is a very,
very stressful time. They have concerns, and I have been written to by a number of constituents and
students from Caulfield about their anxiety of having to wear masks during their exam period. I ask
the minister: why has he not considered additional COVID measures, like spacing of desks or the
amount of people that are actually in exam rooms, to allow it to be optional for VCE students, that
have already done it so tough, to wear a mask when going through difficult anxiety periods during one
of the most important times of their lives?
SUNBURY ELECTORATE
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (12:48): (4646) My question is for the Minister for Local Government.
Minister, what is the latest information on design and construction for the fantastic new upgrade at
Diggers Rest Recreation Reserve in my electorate? Speaker, as you will know, this is an absolutely
outstanding project. This is a project that is going to deliver a brand new, two-storey pavilion at the
recreation reserve. It is going to do a whole range of other things, including terrific lighting upgrades
and a realignment of the second oval. It is a terrific project. It has been made possible thanks to this
government—a $2.5 billion investment, an outstanding investment from this government to give back
to the Diggers Rest community and to make a great recreation reserve even better. Again, I ask the
minister for the latest information on design and construction for this project that is going to create
local jobs and make Diggers Rest even better.
BRUNSWICK ELECTORATE
Dr READ (Brunswick) (12:49): (4647) My constituency question is to the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety. You have recently announced assistance for local councils to identify road space to
enable social distancing and outdoor dining to help hospitality venues to reopen safely, but what you
have not yet made clear, which is vital for my constituency, is whether you will do anything similar
on the arterial roads that the state government, not the councils, operates. Sydney Road in Brunswick
and Coburg is the longest retail shopping strip in the Southern Hemisphere. It is packed with
restaurants, cafes and bars. The government’s Department of Transport, not the Moreland council,
controls what happens on that road. Without the Victorian government providing some open space,
many of these venues will struggle to reopen. So will the government make some car-parking spaces
eligible outside venues on Sydney Road for outdoor dining conversions?
CARRUM ELECTORATE
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (12:50): (4648) My question is for the Minister for Transport
Infrastructure. Minister, just recently the Carrum beach promenade and foreshore park was opened.
The brand new promenade and foreshore park features a water play area, barbecues, changing places,
toilets and parking facilities for a new cafe, and it completes one of the last pieces in the massive level
crossing removal project at Carrum. With the Carrum level crossing removal project now nearly
finished, my constituents are very keen to know: what are the next steps in the removal of more level
crossings on the Frankston line, including the removal of the level crossing at Bondi Road, Bonbeach?
OVENS VALLEY ELECTORATE
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (12:50): (4649) My question is for the Minister for Water on behalf
of Patti Stafford of Wangaratta. Patti Stafford asked why the Minister for Water refuses to refer the Big
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Buffalo project off to the commonwealth government for expansion and consideration. It embraces
hydro-electricity potential, water-harvesting potential and environmental benefits for Victoria. The
commonwealth are willing to fund the feasibility study, and nation-shaping infrastructure projects
should not be confined to Melbourne only. Regional Victoria needs its fair share of major investment,
and water is the key to our prosperity. Please explain honestly to Victorians why you refuse to support
the regions and why you will not refer this project off for consideration to the commonwealth.
BURWOOD ELECTORATE
Mr FOWLES (Burwood) (12:51): (4650) My constituency question is for the Minister for
Community Sport. Minister, what is the total dollar amount of funding that has been provided to the
sporting clubs of the Burwood electorate through the $40 million Community Sport Sector Short-term
Survival Package? Minister, I know that this package has been an absolute lifeline to sporting clubs in
my electorate, their state sporting associations and the leagues that they belong to. We have around
70 sporting clubs, associations and leagues based in the Burwood electorate, including 20 football and
soccer clubs, 18 cricket clubs, 11 netball clubs, five tennis clubs, four bowling clubs, a rugby club, a
croquet club and of course the outstanding Waverley Hockey Club, which is growing larger by the
minute. This has been an important project for those clubs, and we are all looking forward very much
to the return of community sport to the electorate of Burwood.
Bills
SPENT CONVICTIONS BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for the Coordination of Justice and
Community Safety: COVID-19) (12:52): I move:
That I introduce a bill for an act to establish a scheme for certain convictions to become spent in Victoria and
non-disclosable on a person’s criminal record unless in specific circumstances, to consequentially amend the
Equal Opportunity Act 2010 and for other purposes.

Motion agreed to.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (12:53): I ask the minister for a further explanation of the bill.
Ms HENNESSY: I would be happy to oblige. This bill will establish in essence a spent convictions
scheme. The member for Caulfield may be aware of the Legal and Social Issues Committee of the
other place, which conducted an inquiry into the structure and nature of such schemes as they exist in
other states and territories; Victoria is the only state that does not have a spent convictions scheme. In
essence what the bill does is legislate for a model for non-violent, non-sexual offences in respect of
people that have had, in the case of adults, a 10-year period of non-offending. It does not take those
offences away from the purview of, for example, working with children checks, Corrections Victoria
or other applications where that information might be relevant. The essence of this bill is that those
that are able to move on with their lives and that can show genuine rehabilitation and change ought to
be given a fair go as they seek employment, housing and a different life.
Read first time.
Ordered to be read second time tomorrow.
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ENERGY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (LICENCE CONDITIONS) BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (12:54): I move:
That I introduce a bill for an act to amend the Electricity Industry Act 2000 and the Gas Industry Act 2001 to
enable the minister to impose conditions on licences issued under those acts and to make consequential
amendments to the National Electricity (Victoria) Act 2005 and for other purposes.

Motion agreed to.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (12:55): I ask the minister to give a brief explanation of the bill, please.
Ms D’AMBROSIO: Yes, certainly. The bill aims to improve regulation of the energy sector by
enabling the responsible minister to make orders imposing conditions on electricity and gas licences.
This will provide a more direct, flexible and timely mechanism to give effect to government objectives
with respect to regulation of the licensed energy sector.
Read first time.
Ordered to be read second time tomorrow.
TRANSPORT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety)
(12:56): I move:
That I introduce a bill for an act to amend the Accident Towing Services Act 2007, the Heavy Vehicle
National Law Application Act 2013, the Rail Management Act 1996, the Road Management Act 2004, the
Road Safety Act 1986, the Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983, the Transport Integration
Act 2010 and the Transport Legislation Amendment Act 2019 and for other purposes.

Motion agreed to.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (12:56): I ask the minister for a brief explanation, please.
Mr CARROLL: Thank you to the Manager of Opposition Business. I am delighted to give a brief
summary of the bill. The bill will primarily accelerate the implementation of our Big Build projects
under the Minister for Transport Infrastructure and enable the Andrews government to get on with the
job of then delivering our ambitious transport infrastructure agenda. The bill also delivers on our
government’s Safer Roads, Safer Sites policy by implementing various penalties of up to $50 000 for
breaches of traffic management regulations. The bill also has a number of efficiency and effectiveness
amendments to ensure road safety across Victoria. These regulations will be ensuring that all our laws,
policies and regulations do operate at the optimum level. This will include changes to mandate zero
blood alcohol content for drivers of vehicles over 4.5 tonnes as well as increasing penalties for various
road safety offences around breaking alcohol interlock conditions as well as supervisory driving. The
bill also does have a range of further miscellaneous amendments that will be brought, and we will be
pleased to extend to the opposition a briefing in due course.
Read first time.
Ordered to be read second time tomorrow.
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Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
The SPEAKER (12:58): I wish to advise the house that notices of motion 38 to 46 will be removed
from the notice paper unless members wishing their notice to remain advise the Clerk in writing before
2.00 pm today.
Committees
SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE
Annual Review 2019: Regulations and Legislative Instruments
Ms CONNOLLY (Tarneit) (12:58): I table, by leave, the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee’s Annual Review 2019: Regulations and Legislative Instruments, together with
appendices.
Ordered to be published.
Alert Digest No. 10
Ms CONNOLLY (Tarneit) (12:59): I have the honour to present to the house a report from the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee, being Alert Digest No. 10 of 2020, on the following bills:
COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) and Other Acts Amendment Act 2020 (house amendment)
Justice Legislation Amendment (Supporting Victims and Other Matters) Bill 2020
Marine Safety Amendment (Better Boating Fund) Bill 2020

together with appendices.
Ordered to be published.
Documents
DOCUMENTS
Incorporated list as follows:
DOCUMENTS TABLED UNDER ACTS OF PARLIAMENT—The Deputy Clerk tabled
the following documents under Acts of Parliament:
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) Act 1996—Amendment of agreement under s 7
Planning and Environment Act 1987—Notices of approval of amendments to the following Planning
Schemes:
Banyule—C120
Brimbank—C223
Boroondara—GC164
Glen Eira—C196, C202
Manningham—GC164
Maroondah—C141
Moonee Valley—C213
Mornington Peninsula—C261
Port Phillip—C166, C174
Stonnington—C307
Victoria Planning Provisions—VC193
Whitehorse—C227
Yarra—C278, C282, C287
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Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Planning and Environment Act 1987—SR 111
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—SR 110
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rules 101, 110.

Bills
NATIONAL ENERGY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020
POLICE AND EMERGENCY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT
BILL 2020
Council’s agreement
The SPEAKER (13:00): I advise the house that I have received messages from the Legislative
Council agreeing to the following bills without amendment: the National Energy Legislation
Amendment Bill 2020, the Police and Emergency Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 and the Project
Development and Construction Management Amendment Bill 2020.
COVID-19 OMNIBUS (EMERGENCY MEASURES) AND OTHER ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL 2020
NATIONAL ENERGY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020
POLICE AND EMERGENCY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT
BILL 2020
Royal assent
The SPEAKER (13:00): I also inform the house that the Governor has given royal assent to the
COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2020, the National
Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 2020, the Police and Emergency Legislation Amendment
Bill 2020 and the Project Development and Construction Management Amendment Bill 2020.
JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (SUPPORTING VICTIMS AND OTHER
MATTERS) BILL 2020
MARINE SAFETY AMENDMENT (BETTER BOATING FUND) BILL 2020
Appropriation
The SPEAKER (13:01): I have received messages from the Governor recommending
appropriations for the purposes of the Justice Legislation Amendment (Supporting Victims and Other
Matters) Bill 2020 and the Marine Safety Amendment (Better Boating Fund) Bill 2020.
Business of the house
PROGRAM
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19) (13:01): I move:
That, under standing order 94(2), the orders of the day, government business, relating to the following bills
be considered and completed by 5.00 pm on Thursday, 29 October 2020:
Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020
Human Tissue Amendment Bill 2020
Justice Legislation Amendment (Supporting Victims and Other Matters) Bill 2020
Marine Safety Amendment (Better Boating Fund) Bill 2020.
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I will just make a few brief comments on the government business program. As the house will note,
there are four bills on the program for consideration over the course of this week, and it is further
evidence, and demonstrable evidence, of the hard work being put in by all members of the government
team in continuing to pursue the policy agenda—the commitments we made to the Victorian
community and the hard work that goes into delivering a big policy and program agenda—and at the
same time dealing with the one-in-100-year pandemic crisis that has been before the Victorian
community over the course of 2020. I make this point because the four bills that are before the house
are all big and important in different ways and contain a lot of policy work, a lot of detail, that involves
consultation with stakeholders, consultation with the community and development in the drafting. I
really look forward to the debate over the course of this week, where members will have the
opportunity to debate these important policy matters.
In just touching on a couple of these bills in particular—if other members have not already been
advised—the government will be moving some house amendments to the Human Tissue Amendment
Bill 2020, which I believe may already have been circulated with the opposition. Also, I am advised
by the opposition that they wish to take the Justice Legislation Amendment (Supporting Victims and
Other Matters) Bill 2020 into the consideration-in-detail stage, and that request will be considered over
the course of the week, should time permit, towards the end of the week.
I make that point because I also note—and I appreciate the Manager of Opposition Business informing
me of this previous to today’s sitting—that they would like to see notice of motion 69 in the name of
the Leader of the Opposition moved. Now, in considering this request I do note that this motion was
put on the notice paper, or was moved in the house, I believe, on 17 September—so that is, you know,
six weeks ago; quite some time ago. I am also drawn to the content of the motion that talks about
condemning the Andrews Labor government for its handling of the COVID-19 pandemic. Well, I
draw those opposite to the data that has been released over the last couple of days that demonstrates
for two days in a row there have been no new cases and no new deaths.
I say that because on 17 September, yes, there were 45 new cases and there were 935 active cases. Do
you know how many active cases there are today? Eighty-seven. I think these numbers speak for
themselves. It demonstrates the bluff and bluster, the pomp and pomposity, of those opposite over the
course of this debate—over the course of this pandemic. They have not known whether they were
coming or going on any particular occasion, as evidenced this afternoon by the Leader of the
Opposition in his question, who now is acknowledging that there is a health issue here with the
coronavirus pandemic, acknowledging that it puts pressure on the health system. Well, bless me. Isn’t
that the very reason why we have taken the strongest possible steps in this state to get on top of this
virus, because we recognised from day one that this was a health crisis? You had to get on top of the
health crisis so it did not overwhelm our hospital system like we saw in those scenes out of northern
Italy back in March and like we are seeing today coming out of Europe. That is exactly why we have
taken the strongest possible action, based on health advice on how to tackle this health crisis, this onein-100-year pandemic.
All we have had from those opposite—well, we have had many different positions. They could not
work out whether they wanted to be on the side of nurses. They could not work out whether businesses
should be opened or closed. Last week we heard from the Leader of the Opposition, ‘Open everything
immediately’. Now, this week, we are hearing, ‘Oh, there’s a bit of a health crisis going on’. The
opposition just do not know where they stand on these issues, and that is further evidenced by the fact
that well after the case numbers have come down they want to go back with the politics—they have
only played politics with this issue—and put this motion into the Parliament. Well, we will not be
supporting this attempt because we have got a big policy program, a big legislative agenda, whilst we
get on and deliver that and get on and tackle the ongoing challenges with the coronavirus pandemic.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (13:07): The opposition will be opposing the government business
program, actually for the two reasons that the Leader of the House has outlined. I have to wonder just
how all of a sudden we have zero two days in a row and, hallelujah, the whole state is fixed. All the
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small businesses—800 people have died, but it is all okay now. It is all okay. It is all fixed and done
and dusted. We have had zero two days in a row. Eight hundred people have passed away because of
COVID. How many small businesses have shut down and will never, ever, ever open up?
We have made it very clear that we have supported the sitting arrangements. The Leader of the House
asked for cooperation, and as usual we worked through that over the last week. We agreed to the sitting
arrangements. It worked last week, so we expect with the same conditions it will work again this week.
And that is that it is a 12 o’clock start today, as we have already witnessed; 10 o’clock tomorrow, so
a staggered start from the upper house; question time at 1 o’clock, meaning a lunch break between 2
and 3; and, again, staggered with the upper house. There are four bills, the Education and Training
Reform Amendment Bill 2020, the Justice Legislation Amendment (Supporting Victims and Other
Matters) Bill 2020, the Human Tissue Amendment Bill 2020 and the Marine Safety Amendment
(Better Boating Fund) Bill 2020. The reasons we are opposing, as outlined a bit earlier in my
contribution, are two things that we want.
We want to be able to go into the consideration-in-detail stage for the justice legislation bill. The justice
legislation bill is one of those omnibus bills which spreads out over probably half a dozen, at least,
shadow ministers. So whilst we agree with some parts of the bill, there are other parts that we have
real concerns about and we just simply cannot support. So that is the reason why we want to be able
to go into consideration in detail—because we want to be able to ask the minister particular questions
about particular clauses that we are having difficulty with, and it gives the minister the chance to be
able to come into the chamber and to explain the reason behind those clauses being part of the omnibus
bill. So it is for that reason that we are wanting to oppose.
The second reason, as mentioned by the Leader of the House, is that the Leader of the Opposition on
17 September gave a very important notice of motion, which is on the notice paper as motion 69. It is
about transparency and accountability, and the motion should be debated as a matter of priority. For
the Leader of the House to say, ‘Look, it’s no longer relevant’—it is more relevant now than ever, ever
before. We need answers. We have, for weeks on top of weeks on top of weeks, been listening to the
media around the Coate inquiry and no-one is giving any answers, and that is why people need to
come into this chamber and defend the actions of the Labor government about what went on. If the
Leader of the House believes that because we have had zero, zero and we are easing up on restrictions
the accountability and the transparency issue will go away, then I am very sorry, but the Leader of the
House is wrong. Our role as an opposition is to ensure that the government is held to account—that
the executive government is held to account—and just allowing this to be swept under the carpet or
those opposite to be able to give themselves a big tick because restrictions are being loosened is not
good enough. There is the factor that so many small businesses—so many businesses—out there will
never recover from this and have shut the doors. If you walk down some of these shopping centres,
you just see, ‘For lease’, ‘For lease’, ‘For lease’, shop after shop after shop. This is not the way that
the government should be treating small business.
We are opposing the government business program for two reasons: we have never yet had a chance
to be able to go into committee in this Parliament, we have serious concerns about the justice
legislation bill and we want the motion put forward on 17 September by the Leader of the Opposition
to be debated.
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (13:12): Can I firstly say it is great to be back in the Parliament
representing the good people of Macedon. It is disappointing but not surprising to hear from the
member for Rowville that those on the other side will be opposing this government business
program—a business program, I might say, as eloquently outlined by the Leader of the House, that is
all about getting things done, tackling big policy issues and demonstrating once again that only Labor
governments can be trusted to manage a global pandemic through to this day that we find ourselves
in, with zero new infections and zero deaths. This is a moment, as was yesterday, to pause and reflect
on how much has been achieved. But no, those on the other side have demonstrated once again that
they are more interested in what is going on in their party room than a global pandemic.
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What we can see from the member for Rowville is that he is itching to get up and debate a notice of
motion from the Leader of the Opposition—a man, I might say, who is currently rated as an effective
Leader of the Opposition at 15 per cent. I know why there are some party room rustlings, that is for
sure. But on this side of the house throughout this pandemic we have refused to play petty politics in
the way that we have seen from those on the other side, because people’s lives are at risk and have
been at stake. So it has been noses to the grindstone, getting on with the work that needs to be done,
and I want to use this opportunity to thank our healthcare workers, the frontline workers out there,
who have worked every step of the way. Many of course are public servants—the people that are
always derided by those on the other side of the house, the people who those on the other side of the
house will take every opportunity that they can to attack and put down.
I am delighted to be back here in the house with an excellent business program. Four bills are to be
debated—all very significant and important bills. I note the Better Boating Fund of course is an
election commitment and something that the people in my electorate will be very pleased to see. It is
a fund that ensures that we have money to continue to invest in the infrastructure needed for
Victoria’s—and in fact I think even Australia’s—most popular recreational activity.
Of course we have other significant bills, including the Justice Legislation Amendment (Supporting
Victims and Other Matters) Bill 2020—this is a bill that has had a lot of attention in the public arena,
and I am pleased but not surprised to see that our Attorney-General has acted very swiftly to ensure that
victims of sexual abuse and assault are being prioritised and protected; the Human Tissue Amendment
Bill 2020, again, another important bill; and the Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020,
one I very much look forward to speaking on. It is an important bill in itself, but of course as a Labor
member of this house I will seize every opportunity that presents itself to talk about the transformative
power of education and everything that this Andrews Labor government has done to invest in the future
of our young people and to build one of the best education systems in the world.
So this is a really important and good government business program. There is a lot for us to discuss.
We have no time to waste on petty politics in the middle of, as the Leader of the House said, this oncein-100-year event, a global pandemic—no time for the foolishness and carry-on of those on the other
side. They have got their own internals to sort out. Do not waste this house’s time sorting out your
internals; go and fix them up yourselves. As far as we are concerned, it is half a dozen of one and six
of the other. We have got business to do. This government business program is all about getting things
done, and I commend it to the house.
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (13:17): I am pleased to say a few words on the government
business program, and as the previous speakers have indicated, there are four bills on the program.
The member for Macedon said that those bills are about the government ‘getting things done’ and
‘tackling the big challenges’, and she also talked about the Attorney-General acting quickly to address
the needs of victims with the Justice Legislation Amendment (Supporting Victims and Other Matters)
Bill 2020. The Attorney-General is acting quickly to fix her own mistake. She is trying to fix up a
mistake that this government made, and in doing so, according to the media today, it looks like there
is a further mistake being made, which is exactly why we on this side want to take this bill into
consideration in detail to ask the serious questions, to ask the detailed questions, on what is quite a
substantial bill. As previous speakers have noted it does have quite a number of parts to it across
different portfolios, and we want to get to the bottom of whether the government has got it right this
time because according to the reports in the media yesterday and again today it has further made
complications for victims and the families of victims. It is just unbelievable that the government could
mess this up again, so we do need some answers on this.
There are other bills that are also important: the Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020,
the Human Tissue Amendment Bill 2020 and the Marine Safety Amendment (Better Boating Fund)
Bill 2020—nearly two years after the government made a commitment at the election it is finally getting
to make some attempt to actually deliver that commitment but does not appear to have actually done
so, and we will have more to say about that. So that is not the issue. Those bills are fine to debate, and
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we actually should be debating government election commitments. But we also should be debating the
big issue that is facing Victoria at this time, and it is just extraordinary that those opposite and the Leader
of the House get up and try and say, because we have had two days of zero cases, that suddenly
everything has been fixed. This just brings us back to where we were and the rest of the country was
back in June. We have lost not only five months in responding to this pandemic; we have lost 800 lives,
we have lost 220 000 jobs and we have lost thousands and thousands of businesses, not to mention the
health issues that have been caused by this government through people not going out and getting checkups, through people not getting the treatment they need, because they were scared of COVID, and all
those myriad mental health issues that have been caused by this government.
Frankly, for those up there to say, ‘We haven’t played politics; we have been too busy saving lives’,
when they are responsible for the lives that have been lost for the last five months—because it has
been clearly enunciated not only by the hotel quarantine inquiry and not only by the evidence to the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee but by the Premier himself and the chief health officer and
those officials, those scientists, at the Doherty Institute that it was the seeding of the virus from the
hotel quarantine program that caused the second wave.
And we hear again from those opposite, including the Leader of the House, ‘Let’s look at Italy, let’s
look at Spain, let’s look at the UK’. How about we look at New South Wales? How about we look at
Tasmania? How about we look at Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia—somewhere that
is relevant to this state, not to Ireland or to Massachusetts or any of those places. Let us have a look at
what the actual results here in Victoria are compared to the rest of this nation. Now, in this nation we
are lucky—we are lucky because we have handled this well—but not here in Victoria.
Not only should we be debating notice of motion 69 in the name of the Leader of the Opposition but
we also should be having a look at notice of motion 68 moved by the Leader of The Nationals. It
actually asks the Parliament to establish a committee to work out how we are going to live with this
going forward, because for all the debate we have had and for all the commentary from the Premier
every day in his 175 000 press conferences, we have not seen any evidence that this government has
got a plan going forward. So why don’t we debate in this chamber: what is the plan going forward?
How are we going to live with this? How are we going to make sure that people can go about their
business and can go about their lives and can get back on with their lives and save jobs in this state?
But no, we have got this government wanting to play politics, and that is a great shame.
Mr CHEESEMAN (South Barwon) (13:22): It is with some pleasure that I rise this afternoon to
speak on the government business program. I must say it is great to be back here as a country Victorian,
contributing to a government that is getting on with governing for this state. Now, I was interested this
morning to read the Age newspaper. The Age newspaper of course published this morning the Ipsos
poll, and it showed an absolutely shocking outcome for the Leader of the Opposition, who scored
15 per cent—15 per cent. And I could imagine today—
Mr D O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, on the question of relevance, the issues that the
member is debating at the moment have no relevance to the government business program.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for South Barwon will need to relate his comments to the
debate.
Mr CHEESEMAN: I was fascinated to read that today. The government has been responding to
the global crisis facing the globe, and of course this is a once-in-a-100-year health crisis. The
government of course has been responding to those challenges over the last few months. Now, I, along
with my colleagues, am delighted to be able to contribute to today’s debate and to be able to speak
through the course of this week on four tremendous bills—bills that are important for setting up the
future of this state to build a modern society, a society that of course provides the benefits for every
citizen. But of course in reflecting on the debate of today I think it is worth noting the opposition’s
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continued attempts to play politics with Victorians’ health. We are responding to a health crisis, a crisis
that no society really has had to respond to for more than 100 years.
I found it disappointing, the attitude of the opposition through the last six months as the government
has responded to those particular challenges. I would have thought the opposition in reflecting on the
Age today might perhaps have thought about a change of tactic, a change in the way in which they
have responded, and perhaps come to this Parliament to make a positive contribution on how we
address the challenges that the Victorian community face as a consequence of this. In reflecting on
today’s newspaper, and of course the very busy legislative reform agenda that we have—
Mr Wells: On a point of order, Speaker, seriously? And they have made him the whip? I ask you
to uphold the point of order before that was raised by the member for Gippsland South.
The SPEAKER: On the point of order, the member for South Barwon?
Mr CHEESEMAN: No, it was just in continuation.
The SPEAKER: Order! I was distracted for a moment there, so I did not hear the contribution, but
I do remind members to keep their comments on the government business program debate.
Mr CHEESEMAN: Thank you, Speaker. As I say, we have a very busy legislative reform agenda.
We have a very disciplined government that is getting on with implementing the necessary reform to
deliver for all Victorians. Of course, I would imagine the chatter in the opposition today has gone up
a notch or two, as they have reflected on the legislation—
Mr Wells: On a point of order, Speaker, I would actually ask you to sit him down because he is
boring us to tears.
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order, but I do ask the member for South Barwon to
come back to the business program debate.
Mr CHEESEMAN: Thank you, and as I was saying, I would imagine the chatter this morning as
one backbencher picked up the phone to another backbencher saying, ‘What should we do today?
Should we oppose or support the government’s—
Mr Wells: On yet a further point of order, Speaker. Are you going to bring him back into line or
just sit him down?
The SPEAKER: Order! The member’s time has expired.
Mr ROWSWELL (Sandringham) (13:27): I also rise today to speak for the first time in this place
on a government business program motion. I support the Manager of Opposition Business and the
coalition side in opposing the government business program.
The member for South Barwon in his contribution just now encouraged those on this side of the
chamber to reflect on what they are asking this Parliament to consider this week. He asked us to
seriously reflect upon it, and of course we have. Of course we have considered what we are asking the
Parliament to consider this week. Of course we have reflected upon it. I ask the member for South
Barwon, through you, Speaker, to reflect upon his own position in this Parliament. He may recall that
on 19 February 2012 when he was a federal member of Parliament, he was a first mover against then
Prime Minister Julia Gillard, in an interview in the Age newspaper written by Misha Schubert—the
first backbencher on the Labor side—
Ms Thomas: On a point of order, Speaker, the member for Sandringham is using this opportunity
to attack the government. He is being completely irrelevant to the task at hand. As he said, it is his first
time, so we will give him some leniency, but he does need to get back to addressing the government
business program.
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Mr Wells: On the point of order, Speaker, I think you allowed the member for South Barwon a
very wideranging debate, and I am asking you to give the same courtesy to the member for
Sandringham.
Mr Cheeseman: On the point of order, Speaker, I have an extensive playbook on such issues, and
I am more than happy to provide it to the member for Sandringham.
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order there. I will reissue the same warning I gave to
the member for South Barwon to the member for Sandringham—that he needs to come back to the
debate on the government business program.
Mr ROWSWELL: Delighted to do so, Speaker, and in doing so I would again reflect upon the
comments made, which were apparently in order, by the member for South Barwon, who encouraged
the opposition to reflect upon what we are asking the Parliament to consider this week. He was the first
mover; that is a matter of record. He has form when it comes to identifying when there is a bad leader
leading a sinking ship, and I would encourage him in his current context, as a member of the Victorian
Labor caucus, to once again consider if he is again a backbencher on a sinking ship and that—
Mr Fowles: On a point of order, Speaker, it will not surprise you to know that I rise to query
whether the member is in fact making his contribution in accordance with your ruling during the course
of his speech. Clearly it is not relevant to the government business program, and I would ask you to
bring him back to the motion before the house.
The SPEAKER: I uphold the earlier rulings on both sides of the house. The member needs to come
back to the government business program.
Mr ROWSWELL: Look, in this contribution I do want to reflect briefly upon what our
communities wish us to speak about in the Parliament this week. They want us to consider the
1000 jobs that as a result of the actions and the inactions of this government are being lost in this state
every day. They want us to consider the increase in presentations to hospitals for those people who
have serious mental health concerns—eating disorders—the majority of them young people. That is
what they want us to consider. They want us to consider what those solutions are because those are
the things that will shape our community as we come out of COVID.
Now, I do not disagree: there are some important things to be considered as part of the government
business program this week. But seriously, they pale into insignificance when you consider the
magnitude of the problems facing our state, which go well and far beyond what the government has
proposed in its business program this week. That is why this house must consider during this week the
Leader of the Opposition’s notice of motion 69 given on 17 September this year. Not to consider this
motion, not to consider the solutions that our community needs to get our state back to work and into
recovery, is just not good enough.
House divided on motion:
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Register of opinion on motion
Ayes
Mr Andrews, Mr Brayne, Mr Carroll, Ms Connolly, Ms Couzens, Ms Crugnale, Ms D’Ambrosio,
Mr Donnellan, Mr Edbrooke, Ms Edwards, Mr Eren, Mr Foley, Mr Fregon, Ms Green, Ms Halfpenny,
Mr Hamer, Ms Hennessy, Ms Horne, Ms Hutchins, Ms Kairouz, Mr Kennedy, Ms Kilkenny,
Mr Maas, Mr McGhie, Mr Merlino, Ms Neville, Mr Pakula, Mr Pallas, Mr Pearson, Mr Richardson,
Mr Scott, Ms Settle, Ms Spence, Mr Staikos, Ms Suleyman, Mr Tak, Mr Taylor, Ms Theophanous,
Ms Ward, Ms Williams, Mr Wynne
Noes
Mr Newbury
Members statements
RONALD ALEXANDER BEST
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19) (13:37): Today
I rise to condole the passing of Ron Best, the member for North Western Province from October 1988
to November 2002. Prior to the changes to the structure of the upper house that took effect following
the 2006 election, North Western Province covered the seats of Bendigo East and Bendigo West in
the Victorian Parliament. But I already knew a lot about Ron Best before entering this place in 1999,
having gone to school and played basketball with his children and heard countless stories from older
members of my family about his prowess on the football field, particularly his famed domination in
the goal square. Moving to Bendigo as a young 18-year-old to play for Golden Square Football Club,
Ron over a long career also played for Sandhurst, Charlton, Boort and Northern United football clubs,
and at each club he gathered up a new fan base of young and old wowed by his on-field prowess and
people engaged by his off-field friendly, positive personality.
Ron brought this positive attitude to the Victorian Parliament in his 14 years in the Legislative Council,
where he formed more friendships and gathered up a big new fan in the former member for Brighton,
and wife, Louise Asher. Ron and Louise were each other’s biggest backers. I know from my many
conversations with Louise how much she cherished her time with Ron and was very much looking
forward to her time post Parliament with him. Louise, I am so desperately sad it was cut far too short.
My deepest sympathy to Louise, Chris, Elizabeth and your families and loved ones. I know you will
miss Ron’s warmth, big heart and smile and the love he had for all of you. Vale, Ron Best.
RONALD ALEXANDER BEST
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (13:39): Ronald Alexander Best was best known to all of us as Bestie, and
what an appropriate nickname for someone who was a legend to many Victorians. Ron was born the
3 October 1949—and how ironic is that birthdate, with his future wife, Louise Asher, first elected to
the Victorian Parliament on Ron’s 43rd birthday. Ron, elected four years earlier, was the Nationals
MP for North Western Province and served constituents with great pride for 14 years. To play footy
in the Bendigo league and kick over 100 goals in 13 seasons is the stuff of real legends.
We became close as friends when we were both appointed to the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee and I was made chair of the subcommittee on environmental accounting and reporting. At
the beginning neither Ron nor I had much interest in the topic, but as we started the research I became
fascinated and so did Ron. Our overseas trip gathered more research, and it was a great way to really
get to know someone, on those trips. Bestie, there is little doubt that I will always owe you for saving
my life in Copenhagen, and at the funeral there was a very fitting photo of us there.
Ron’s life with Louise was perfect. It started with a perfect day in the grounds of Parliament. What a
fitting start to a new life together. I wrote an email to Ron and Lou in late August and wrote down all
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the things I wanted to say and thanked him for an incredible friendship and of course the million
laughs. Louise, our next Chinese lunch with the boys will be very special. We will have a special toast
for Bestie and probably retell stories about him that we have heard 100 times before, but we will still
laugh anyway. Vale, Ron Best. Many people think that they are a legend, but there are not many who
really are. Bestie, you are a true legend.
WILLIAMSTOWN ELECTORATE TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating) (13:41): In July 2020 I visited the
Ferguson Street level crossing in Williamstown North with the Minister for Transport Infrastructure
to announce that its removal would be a rail-under-road design. Across all three rounds of consultation
approximately 1800 submissions were received from the local community, with them
overwhelmingly endorsing a rail-under-road grade separation.
Following this, earlier this month the Victorian government revealed a detailed design for the new
North Williamstown station, and it is really exciting. This new design will retain the original red-brick
building on the western side of the station, and there are a range of architectural features that will keep
the heritage feel. In addition the new station will incorporate a new secure bike shelter and new gardens
and new walking paths for the local community to enjoy. This upgrade will also deliver new signalised
pedestrian crossings, making it safer and easier for pedestrians to access the station, particularly a
number of schoolchildren. Not only will it make it safer for road and rail users, but it will also improve
congestion in the area. One of the most important aspects, though, of the new station design will be
the accessibility that incorporates lifts and ramps as alternatives to stairs at entry points, making sure
that everyone of every mobility can enjoy the new station.
SWAN HILL HOSPITAL
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (13:42): The desperate need for a new Swan Hill hospital was sadly
on display again this week. The city’s sick and elderly were forced to endure long waits and a
distressing lack of privacy in the facilities at the clinical laboratory service. Queues started forming
30 minutes or more before its 8.00 am opening to avoid the long waits caused by its cramped, outdated
and understaffed conditions. On Monday this week one local arrived at 7.30 am and found eight people
already in line. Most of them needed blood tests, many had been fasting and they were all confronted
with a lack of privacy and poor facilities to compound that wait. On Monday morning the temperature
was under 10 degrees with a strong and very cold wind, but with such a cramped space they were
forced to wait out in the cold. By opening time there were nearly 20 people queued up, and that did
not include those who had already left, not wanting to wait in the cold weather. These people were
there because they were sick. On Monday the queue included the elderly, a pregnant woman, diabetics
and oncology patients, all standing in the open when that is the last thing they should be doing. I am
reliably informed the queues remained around those levels for much of the day. It is not good enough,
and neither is leaving this large regional hub without the hospital it deserves. Swan Hill definitely
needs a new hospital.
MOHAMMAD DAGHAGHELEH
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) (13:43): I would like today to acknowledge Mohammad
Daghagheleh from Glenroy College, who was awarded third place in the years 10 to 12 category of
the 2020 Parliament Prize. Mohammad’s video contribution spoke to an issue that is very close to my
heart, being the plight of refugees and asylum seekers in our community. Mohammad’s video was a
very impassioned plea for the government—the commonwealth government in particular but for
governments all around our country—to do more to support the 30 000 refugees waiting to be
processed, some of whom have been waiting for more than eight years onshore and offshore. He raised
issues around temporary protection visas and he also raised issues about people not being able to access
permanent residency unless through ministerial intervention. He spoke of there being no right to family
reunion or work and of people being unable to leave and re-enter Australia. Mohammad spoke to how
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this impacts the ability of refugees to participate in the social, employment and educational
opportunities that this country has to offer, which are in particular the reasons why many of these
people seek refuge and asylum here in our great country. I was very pleased to hear of Mohammad
coming third in the Parliament Prize, and I give him my very best congratulations.
RONALD ALEXANDER BEST
Ms BLANDTHORN: In the remaining 10 seconds I have left I would also like to pay my respects
to Ron Best and give my best to Louise Asher. My dad, being from Bendigo, was very impressed to
learn of the time that I spent with Ron on a trip for the Electoral Matters Committee with Louise. I
pass my best on to his family.
COVID-19
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (13:45): One-hundred-and-twelve days of being locked down and
let down by this Premier and the Andrews Labor government, and I want to acknowledge the sacrifices
that many of my constituents in Caulfield have made during this very difficult period. As we come out
of lockdown, can I give a shout-out to many of those small businesses that have done it so tough.
Unfortunately businesses like Red Scooter, a functions venue run by Eammon Hamilton for over
20 years, are now closed and will never reopen. There are many businesses like Eammon’s that
unfortunately have not been able to survive. I want to particularly give a shout-out to people like Sarah
and David from Funbox, who run a business and pivoted to ensure that they could survive; Lyn from
P2 Pets, who has not been able to open recently; Adam from Glo Health, who runs a health foods
business locally and also has pivoted; and Susie from Caulfield who runs a whole-health business,
who represents so many other small businesses that have done it so tough to the moment.
We know many families have struggled, we know many kids have struggled and we know certainly
what will need to be invested in in the future is ensuring many of those young people that have been
locked down and have had to undergo learning at home with their families, not in school, are supported
going forward. What we need is hope. What we need is to ensure that we invest in Victoria going
forward. We need Victoria and Victorians to be put first, and that is what I will be calling on this
government to do each and every day to ensure we get Victoria back on track again.
COVID-19
Mr HALSE (Ringwood) (13:47): I would like to thank every single Victorian and every member
in my district of Ringwood who has done the hard yards over recent months to get us to where we are
today, with further restrictions easing from tonight. It has been an extraordinary effort and puts on full
display the courage, sacrifice, stoicism and true grit of Victorians. Victorians are a tough bunch, and
as the saying goes, ‘When the going gets tough, the tough get going’. We collectively have done
something that few other jurisdictions globally have been able to achieve—to suppress a second wave
of this deadly virus. Today hundreds of thousands of COVID-19 cases are being recorded across the
world. Health systems are collapsing, ICU wards are full and economic conditions are deteriorating.
Today in Victoria we again recorded zero new cases. While this pandemic is not over and while we
need to remain vigilant, we have much to be proud of. I am proudly a Victorian. It is the greatest state
in Australia and always will be, precisely because of the character of Victorians. I look forward to
having that beer at my local soon.
COVID-19
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (13:48): Despite yesterday’s COVID announcements, many
businesses will remain closed. I urge further changes, changes that will not increase the health risk.
Indoor dining is allowed, and gyms are open this week. We have churches that are open for 20, but
we cannot have 20 people in an enormous cinema. Why? The Premier states indoor dining is allowed
for 40, but this is misleading; it is not the case, as the 10-per-room limits all. We need that lifted, to be
able to have 20 per room minimum, as we had previously, to allow our pubs and clubs to open and
function. Every other state operates under this four-per-square-metre rule; we should be doing it here
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in Victoria. There is a ferry tourist business that has a boat with 100 square metres; they can only have
10 patrons on board, making it unviable. We should be able to work with these businesses to let them
operate. This is a longstanding business impacted by fire and COVID, and they need some common
sense applied. How is it we can have 20 inside for a church service but we cannot have weddings in a
church for 20? Fifty can attend an outdoor funeral but only 10 an outdoor wedding. It makes no sense.
Men’s sheds should be open. They can operate under the same indoor arrangements that are in place
for cafes, for churches and the like. They are very important to the welfare of our seniors, and I urge
these changes be made.
BROADMEADOWS ELECTORATE REVITALISATION
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (13:50): We need a plan, unity and hope. This is how we recover
from a pandemic that has caused the worst global recession since the Great Depression. The Comeback
plan defines how to deliver change where it is needed most. Securing private sector investment has
already proved vital. All tiers of government must now unite to seize this unique opportunity, make
no-regrets investments in infrastructure and redefine the social determinants of life. The Comeback
plan coordinates the three tiers of government, business and civil society to turn adversity into
opportunity, defining the value of Broadmeadows as a prototype for economic recovery. The role of
the Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board 4.0 is to implement the Comeback strategy that harnesses
new thinking, international leadership and emerging technologies to protect lives and create new
livelihoods. Hard-won city deals have been secured and can invest in infrastructure and connect the
town centre to the new economic engine room being redesigned to deliver the independent supply
chains Australia craves to protect national sovereignty. Mechanisms to attract the trillions of dollars
in industry superannuation funds for affordable housing to restore the Australian dream for healthcare
heroes, first responders, teachers and the next-generation are another initiative.
As chair of the Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board 4.0, I will continue to drive these initiatives,
including the triple-helix model combining research, industry and government for our economic
comeback. Most importantly, the Victorian government will take the leadership on all of this, and I
am delighted to have the Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19
here at the table.
COVID-19
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (13:51): One thing missing from yesterday’s press conference from the
Premier was a heartfelt apology from him to all Victorians for the total incompetence of his
government that caused the second wave of infections. The well-documented hotel quarantine fiasco
together with the gross failures of the contact-tracing system lie directly at the feet of the Premier. He
should apologise to the families and friends of the more than 800 Victorians who have lost loved ones
from COVID, the families and friends who have lost loved ones from suicide, the people who are
suffering mental health issues, the people who are now suffering from other illnesses due to them
deferring medical checks and procedures, the business operators who have lost their businesses and in
some cases their other assets as well, all the employees who have lost their jobs, the Victorians who
have suffered financially and all the Victorians who have lost hope for the future. The damage that has
been done to our once-great state is immeasurable, and the Premier, his gang of eight and all Victorian
Labor MPs should apologise to all Victorians. The Premier should then do the honourable thing, as
the leader ultimately responsible for this mess, and resign forthwith.
I note that, despite the announcements yesterday, many small businesses are still left completely in
limbo. Office workers are still being forced to work from home, including professional offices with
very few staff—for example, local legal and accounting offices with a principal and one or two staff
members who have been forced to work from home for many months. An office like this is an
extremely low risk environment, and the work inefficiencies and inconvenience to employees and
clients is high.
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RONALD ALEXANDER BEST
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (13:53): Like other members today, I want to acknowledge the passing
of Ron Best, a former member of the Legislative Council and a good bloke who was well liked by all
sides of the Parliament. I want to offer my sincere condolences to his widow and soulmate, the former
member for Brighton, Louise Asher. The longest ever serving female MP in this Parliament deserved
more time with Ron in her retirement.
SUPER NETBALL, AFL AND NRL PREMIERSHIPS
Ms GREEN: On another matter, three Melbourne and Victorian teams—the Vixens, the Richmond
Tigers and Melbourne Storm—did us proud last weekend. These three teams showed the resilience of
all Victorians. It has been a tough year for us all, and yet it was three Victorian teams, with the full
backing of their supporters at home, who took out these national premierships. All have been living
away from home for months, and yet they still showed up and stunningly represented Victoria on the
national stage with stellar results. It was a great week to be a Victorian. It was fantastic to see the pride
and support for our home players and teams. I want to particularly pay tribute to the co-captain of the
Melbourne Vixens, Kate Moloney, one of Diamond Creek’s favourite daughters. She started her
playing career at Sacred Heart Netball Club, and she backed up the premiership by being the Vixens’
2020 Sharelle McMahon medallist. I look forward to seeing her do more with the Diamonds.
Richmond footballer Hurstbridge’s Dylan Grimes is now a two-time AFL premiership player and an
All-Australian player. Also from Eltham, Nick Vlastuin, also for Richmond, is now a three-time AFL
premiership player. Well done, all.
COVID-19
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (13:54): I want to thank everyone in my community for their efforts to get
us this far. It still is a difficult time—an incredibly difficult time—for so many people, and as we open
up, we recognise that getting through this pandemic is only the first step. We are in a COVID recession.
Thousands of people have become unemployed and lost hours and now face economic insecurity.
Young people, women and people living in the inner city have been the hardest hit, and we know
governments are going to spend billions of dollars to get us out of this recession. The big question is:
how is it going to be spent?
We need a Green New Deal for Victoria—a recovery plan that will create thousands of new jobs but
also look after people and our planet for generations. A Green New Deal for Victoria means a
renewable-led recovery, getting us to 100 per cent renewable energy. It means a big build of public
housing that will help end homelessness. It means employing more teachers, nurses, carers and social
support workers in well-paid, secure jobs to make sure that everyone can get the care they need. It
means supercharging the recycling industry and employing people to restore our environment and
green our streets. It means reviving our local shopping strips. It means investing in sustainable
transport. This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity—Victoria needs a Green New Deal.
JOHN MILDREN
Ms ADDISON (Wendouree) (13:56): The 18th of October marked the 40th anniversary of the
election of John Mildren, OAM, to the federal seat of Ballarat. John’s election win was significant
because it ended 25 years of Liberal representation in the seat of Ballarat. John’s win was also
transformative for Labor in Ballarat, with great support from former member for Ballarat South Frank
Sheehan, OAM; Labor candidate for Ballarat North Steve Bracks, AC; and many other dedicated Labor
candidates and countless ALP rank-and-file members throughout the 1980s and 1990s. We all have so
much to thank John for as federal member for Ballarat, as well as the Labor Party members who worked
so hard to get him elected and re-elected. John Mildren and these true believers laid the foundations for
Labor’s success in Ballarat at state and federal elections for the last 20 years. We are indebted to you,
John, for building broad support for Labor and trust that Labor would deliver for Ballarat.
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CRAIG FLETCHER
Ms ADDISON: Congratulations to Craig Fletcher on his election as board president of Sovereign
Hill. With his breadth of experience as former mayor, previous Ballarat Turf Club chairperson and
founding member of the AFL Goldfields commission, I am sure Craig will make an outstanding
contribution to Sovereign Hill as president. I would also like to thank outgoing board president Damien
Butler for his leadership over the last two years, particularly during the very challenging COVID
pandemic. I wish Sovereign Hill all the best for their reopening on Saturday.
ROD DREW
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (13:57): Rod Drew was an acclaimed and admired shooter, committed to
hunting and passionate about conservation. He made an enormous contribution to the shooting and
hunting industry associations and their members through his extensive leadership roles, including at
the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia, as founding executive officer of the Shooting Industry
Foundation of Australia and as former CEO of Field and Game Australia. Rod promoted, advocated
for and supported these industries at every opportunity. He was also in the enviable position of being
able to work in an area he was passionate about and committed to. Rod was a regular face at the annual
pollie shoot, always laughing and smiling and making sure we had a good time. Rod recently lost his
12-month battle with cancer. His passion and presence will be greatly missed.
DEAN JONES
Ms McLEISH: Dean Jones was taken too early from this world, but he certainly left his mark.
Dean made an impression on almost everyone, particularly those in the cricketing and sporting worlds.
Dean was a leading Australian and Victorian batsman, playing district at Carlton and Melbourne.
Playing an impressive 52 tests and 164 one-day internationals over his extensive career through the
1980s and 90s, he carved out a reputation as a safe number three, and his playing style was unparalleled
for many years. He was an innovator of one-day cricket games, a popular cricket ambassador and a
commentator in later years—contentious here and there. Incredibly, despite being clearly unwell and
dehydrated, he knocked an incredibly impressive 210 in the Madras heat and could recount every run
he made, according to Darren Berry.
COVID-19
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (13:59): I rise to give a sincere thankyou to my constituents in the
northern suburbs who answered the call and attended testing stations for COVID-19 tests in
unprecedented numbers these past few days. This commitment by our local community was critical
to giving confidence to health professionals to recommend the easing of restrictions announced
yesterday by our Premier, in particular at the walk-in testing station at the Banyule Community Health
service in Heidelberg West, plus the mobile testing stations supervised at the mall in West Heidi as
well as at Malahang Reserve. Well done to Mick Geary, the CEO, and his amazing staff. There was
the critical work of the team at Himilo Community Connect, whose leadership and dedication to the
Somali community was so important, doorknocking local residents. I want to thank Abdiaziz Farah
for his work there, and I thank his team. More broadly across my electorate at Austin Health, at
Warringal Private Hospital, at Mercy Hospital for Women in Heidelberg and of course at the mighty
Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital campus of Austin Health and its drive-through testing stations there
on Bell Street and Waterdale Road, thanks to you all.
It is not over. There are new beginnings, and they start because of the great work and commitment
from so many health professionals to keep us safe and get Victorians back to work. Can I say also to
our teaching staff and to Banyule City Council, which is working so hard with our traders associations,
we will continue to work to not only get people back to work but ensure they prosper in the future.
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COMMUNITY FOOD RELIEF FUND
Mr FOWLES (Burwood) (14:00): I rise to pay tribute to the extraordinary efforts by community
and faith groups in my electorate in providing food relief to those in need. I met with various groups
from the electorate recently to discuss the Minister for Disability, Ageing and Carers’ $5 million
Community Food Relief Fund program, providing grants of up to $75 000 to strengthen local food
relief activities.
There are some fantastic organisations in our community who are always there for the people who
need them most. Organisations such as our vital neighbourhood houses offer companionship and
social and intellectual stimulation as well as groceries to put in the fridge and a hot meal to take home.
Burwood Neighbourhood House has applied for funding because of the increased need in the
community due not just to the pandemic but also the recent reduction in commonwealth welfare
support. If it is successful, the funding will be applied to a new pantry and freezer as well as to
providing food handling training to volunteers and installing sanitising stations.
Local faith organisation Shirdi Sai Sansthan in Camberwell is providing hundreds of culturally
appropriate groceries and hot meal packages to people in need each and every week. Necessary public
health measures left many international students without the casual work that previously sustained
them, and with no support at all on offer from the commonwealth many have been seeking food relief.
This organisation has applied for funding through the Community Food Relief Fund program to
upgrade their kitchen amenities and purchase a van so that they can improve their distribution efforts.
Their work and the work of many organisations like them is being acknowledged by the Andrews
government in providing this funding, and I commend them for it.
HELP 3095 AND SURROUNDS FACEBOOK GROUP
Ms WARD (Eltham) (14:02): I continue from last week: Angela Hennel; Anita Hillier and
daughters; Anita Moras; Anita Renee; Anna Alexander; Anna Maio; Annabella Geraghty; Anne
Cook; Anne Manessis; Banyule Youth Services; Barry Backman; Bec Russell; Belinda Bell; Brendan
Swift; Brittany Powell; Caitlin Murray; Caroline Hutton; Carolyn Pickburn; Catherine Donoghue;
Celine Ericson, who wrote150 letters; Celine Horne; Cheryl Beard; Chook Star; Chris Hill; Christian
Callinan; Christine Davies; Classic & Sports Auto Interiors; Damon Callinan; Danetsa Konsky; Daryl
Morrow; David Armstrong; David Brown; Debbie Edwards; Debbie Ryan Macleod; Diamond Valley
Community Support; Diamond Valley Gymbaroo; Diamond Valley Lions Club; Dianne Stirling;
Dom Fitt; Dominic Callinan; Donna Murray; Elaine Smit; Elle Louise; Eltham East Primary School;
Eltham Lions Club; Emily Jones; Emily Paoli; Faith Bell; Fiona Kates; Fiona Sievers; Gabby Murray;
Gabby Panozzo; Gavin Watson; Gayle Doherty; Gemma Whyte; Georgia Pearce; Gloria Fischer;
Grace Curtis; Grace Roth; Gregor Sandie; Hannah Zambuni; Helen Chenhall; Helen Pretorius; Helen
Woodman; Holly Swift; Hsi Lynn Ericson; Jacob Murray; Jacqui Doherty; Jade Mannix; Jane Davis;
Janet Vague; Janine Hartney; Janine Wood; Jayne Clarke; Jennifer Luker; Jennifer Niehues; Jenny
Cavanagh; Jenny Thomas; Jessica Patterson; Jo Kindred; Josh Boyte; Karen Anne; Karen Brand;
Karen Collins; Kate Jeong; Kath Paine; Katie Camilleri; Kayla Doherty; Kaysie Smith; Kelly Aurelio;
Kristina Sandie; Kylie Peckham; Lara Horne; Lauren Hampson; Leanne Lupton; Leigh Pridham;
Leigh Strongman; Leonie Farrell; Liam Jasch; Licia Marchese; Lisa Brown; Lisa Whiston; Lisa
Williams; Liz Cox; and Liz Dowsett.
1ST/8TH BLACKBURN SCOUT GROUP
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (14:03): The 1st/8th Blackburn Scout Group has been a part of the
Blackburn community since 1916. In 2019 they joined other scout groups across the Port Phillip Bay
catchment and signed up for the Street2Bay litter audit project, a two-year research project to monitor
and help combat the serious threat of microplastic pollution. Over 18 months the scouting team
collected thousands of pieces of litter at sites in and around Blackburn, the majority of which were
plastics, particularly in the form of discarded cigarette butts, the filters of which contain plastic
filaments. Almost 30 Scouts were involved in the project, and I would like to acknowledge their
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efforts: Leo Canning, Tom Casey, James Elliott, Aiden Fayle, Finn Gallagher, Fynn Goodger, Cooper
Green, Henry Hall, Oscar Hogan, Ryan Holmes, Lachlan Hong, Luke Howlett, Oliver Hunt, Darcy
Hutter, Ewan Hutter, Chloe Nye, William Phillips, Evan Puschenjak, Eleanor Ramm, Luke Ridout,
Aryan Sarin, Clinton Saunders, Seb Savva, Anna Sawatzki, Paul Shulz, Phoenix Wang, Dominic
White, Nic White and Bryn Williams-Polley.
Can I extend a special thankyou to James Elliott, Luke Howlett and Nic White for presenting the
findings to me, as well as to group leader Lesley Eckfeld and scout leader Stephen White. Plastic litter
in our catchments may degrade into microplastics but do not readily break down into harmless
compounds. Plastics can take hundreds or thousands of years to decompose and in the meantime wreak
havoc on our environment. I ask the government to further promote and encourage a reduction of
littering in our local communities.
Following statements incorporated in accordance with resolution of house today:
COMMUNITY SPORT
Mr EREN (Lara)
Despite the difficult times that many of our local sporting clubs have faced this year, I am proud of the massive
investments our government has made to our local clubs, especially in my electorate of Lara.
Local sporting reserves Evans Reserve and Norlane and Osborne Park, North Geelong are set for
transformation, thanks to a $2.256 million funding boost from the Victorian government’s community sports
infrastructure stimulus program.
They are two of seven reserves in Geelong to receive these upgrades and are part of the Victorian
government’s $2.7 billion building works package creating jobs and kickstarting vital projects across the state.
This investment is about helping grassroots sports communities get back in the game when the time is right.
Local community sporting clubs in our community have also accessed the state government’s $40 million
community sport sector COVID-19 survival package.
Our sporting clubs are an integral part of our community and this support will help them pay the bills and
make the return to play that little bit easier.
Over 40 clubs were successful in receiving the $1000 grants in my electorate.
The Geelong community is about to receive a great new inclusive play space thanks to a local sports
infrastructure funding boost made possible by the Victorian government’s 2020–21 Local Sports
Infrastructure Fund.
The $2.6 million Rippleside inclusive play space project will be a partnership between Variety, the City of
Greater Geelong Council and the Victorian government’s 2020–21 Local Sports Infrastructure Fund.
Our government has also awarded $265 900 to Greater Geelong City Council to deliver CCTV and lighting
at Stead Park in Corio and Austin Park in Lara.
The CCTV project is one of 31 projects sharing in more than $5.6 million in funding under the 2020–21
Community Safety Infrastructure Grants, as part of the government’s $2.7 billion building works package.
This is just a brief highlight of some of what is going on. Thank you to all of our local sporting clubs and their
volunteers for their hard work during this difficult period.

COVID-19
Ms COUZENS (Geelong)
I was pleased to join the Minister for Innovation, Medical Research and the Digital Economy during her visit
to local businesses in Geelong last week, in a COVID-safe way.
We know that businesses have done it tough, dealing with significant challenges and many being as
innovative as they can. Businesses talked with the minister about the challenges, the impact on their
businesses and their plans going forward.
They also thanked the minister for the support they have received and the work of the government in dealing
with the COVID-19 global pandemic.
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Geelong is positioning itself as a medical research hub, with clinical trials in rural and regional Victoria at an
all-time high, with Geelong’s Barwon Health leading the way, providing more Victorians with access to new
and emerging therapies.
Medical research is booming at Barwon Health, with a team of researchers receiving funding from the Victorian
government’s COVID-19 Research Fund to carry out a study into the long-term effects of coronavirus.
After receiving a grant from the COVID-19 Research Fund, a team of researchers from Barwon Health,
Deakin University and the Geelong Centre for Emerging Infectious Diseases is set to begin a nationally
significant study into the long-term biological, physiological and psychological impacts of COVID-19
infection on a regional population.
To date the Victorian government has invested $14.7 million into 17 dedicated coronavirus research projects
currently being conducted by the state’s world-leading medical researchers.
In addition to the funds assigned to COVID-related research, the Victorian government has also allocated
more than $37 million to the advancement of life-saving medical research in Victoria.
As the member for Geelong I am very proud of the work being undertaken at Barwon Health and I
congratulate everyone for the important hard work they do every day.

Bills
EDUCATION AND TRAINING REFORM AMENDMENT BILL 2020
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Mr MERLINO:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (14:05): I rise today as the lead speaker on the Education and Training
Reform Amendment Bill 2020, which is a very small bill—very brief in fact. It has six clauses and only
three of those six clauses have substance, and it touches on a couple of different areas. It is going to be
challenging obviously to speak for half an hour, but I am going to do my best to do so on the six clauses.
I want to note, though, that the member for Macedon, in speaking on the government business
program, referred to this bill as being one with transformative powers in education. I have got news
for her, because absolutely to the people on the outside this bill makes zero difference. No-one will
notice that things have slipped through. It is just a process in the background that needs to be tidied
up. We have a change being made because there has been a little bit of argy-bargy, a little bit of a
dispute, within the Department of Education and Training about who has the powers around
employing some 4000-odd people for the process of the exams we have in Victoria. One of the
purposes of the bill here is to clarify the employment powers of the Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Authority (VCAA) through the amendments to part 2.5 of the act. The second part of this
bill—completely separate—makes a technical amendment to the Children’s Services Act 1996, which
was something left out when the act was amended a year or so ago.
As I said, the reason for this bill being here today is because of this tension internally within the
department for years about who has the power to employ staff for end-of-year examination supervision
and marking. Despite this, for years we have seen some 4000-odd people, mostly teachers, being
employed in a fixed position or on a casual sessional basis for the final assessments. The VCAA, who
has the responsibility around the examination process, needs people to develop, set, supervise and
mark VCE exams. How this is done and the legalities behind it have been a little bit blurry, so what
has happened within the department is that there has been a memorandum of understanding, a legal
understanding. They have sought legal advice about who has the authority to employ, and they have
relied on this advice outside the general power to contract.
This legislation is going to provide certainty so there will be no argy-bargy, no disputing within the
department of education about ‘Is this right or is this wrong?’. For the rest of us, it is not going to make
any difference. There will not be a change at all that you will notice, because these people will still be
employed, exams will still be written and exams will be sat and assessed—without anyone noticing
anything different.
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The VCAA, the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority, is established under part 2.5 of the
Education and Training Reform Act 2006, and the primary role of the VCAA is to develop curriculum
and assessment policy for schools. This includes a whole raft of things: the learning and development
framework and assessment from the early years; and the curriculum in primary and secondary schools
as well as for VCE, VET and VCAL. I think when we think of the VCAA people usually associate it
with the upper end—with the more senior areas. But it is important, I think, that we recognise the role
they play in setting the curriculum in the early learning years and in the primary and secondary ones.
This bill also makes it clear that staff must be employed by the Secretary of the Department of
Education and Training.
The second part of the bill contains changes to the Children’s Services Act which will provide
clarification that the definition of ‘early childhood teacher’ in the act includes only those educators
who hold an approved early childhood teaching qualification. Now, these consequential and technical
amendments were overlooked, I guess, when the amendments were made. A series of amendments
were made in 2019 under the Children’s Services Act 1996 to bring that in line with the national law.
So I want to now just have a look at the whole process of the year 12 exams. There are many different
exams and there are many types of exams. We have the general achievement test, which was
postponed for a little bit this year because of COVID and the delays—we have had a very, very
disruptive year for the year 12s. We also have the VCE exams, the traditional pen on paper, as many
of us will recall. Oral examinations take place for languages. There are many different languages that
are taught under the curriculum, and they have that oral component. There are performance exams.
Kids can do dance as one of the subjects. Of course we have music exams. There is a range of musical
instruments that are played in exams. It even includes singing, so not just instruments. There is a huge
range of exams and different types of exams that take place in Victoria. In fact that happens fairly
similarly worldwide.
Now, the process of setting exams, supervising and assessing needs to be rigorous, and it is. I am
confident that in Victoria these processes that have been adopted through the VCAA are in fact
rigorous, and they need to be because integrity needs to be maintained at all times. The integrity of the
exam that is put before students needs to be robust. It needs to be tightly held so that it does not leak
out. Then during exams we have got the procedures where people get there early and sit their exams.
We do not want people to be swapping notes or cheating or things like that, so there are processes
around that.
There are also processes around the assessment, which comes last. I am going to just touch briefly on
some of those processes. When we think how an exam is made in the first instance, a panel is
convened—and it is not a panel of 20 people by any means. It is a small panel that gets together. They
get together maybe six times, and more recently they have had to do a little bit by Zoom. They typically
meet to look at the criteria. Now, these people that write the exams are not just anyone. They need to
be suitably qualified. There are criteria in place. They need to have the knowledge and the
experience—having taught at the year 12 level in that subject and certainly at the units 3 and 4 level.
Now, the process of writing an exam is a long one. It is not someone thinking, ‘Gee, the exams are
due in a month or so’. They actually start this process at the start of the year. If you want to be part of
that process, you need to apply. You apply online to be assessed as to whether or not you are suitable.
Then if you make the grade or make the cut, so to speak, you join one of these panels. The panels of
suitably qualified people get together, as I have said. They start early in the year. Now, there will be
different ways that they will go about doing this. It may be that they allocate how many marks there
are. There might be 80 marks for the exam. They might get everybody to go away and write
60 questions, and then they will come back and say, ‘Okay, now we’ve got a whole lot. We’ve got
200-odd marks. We’ve got to cull this down’—to whatever it needs to be for the exam. They will talk
to each other. They will have a look at the process: ‘Well, we’ve covered that topic off here. We’ve
covered that there. Maybe we’re a little bit deficient there’. They will go back; they will have another
go. There is quite a process in getting this exam written.
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Once they have got it written—it needs to be kept under wraps—it needs to be tested. The exam goes
off to somebody who actually sits it in the time frame and then provides feedback. When the examiners
have made the exam, they also are required to have guidelines for marking around what they would
expect to see in an answer, so it goes off to somebody external to the panel. Then it gets looked at, gets
assessed, and the feedback comes in. It may require that some things need changing. Some things may
be really smooth. They go through that process. It takes the better part of a year.
I have got to say that you really admire the people that have been involved in doing that, and these will
be people that have been actively involved in the year 12 curriculum. Through that process of
application—as I said, mostly they are teachers—what needs to happen, if they have got their
substantive role at their school, is they need to be released, and obviously the release of them from the
regular class needs to be approved and confirmed at the school.
Now, we have the process of exams being supervised, and there might be a different cohort of people
that come in to supervise the exams. I recall some of my year 12 exams: I was at a small school with
small classes—in fact there were two of us in our maths class—and it was at the church hall, and the
minister’s wife came in and offered us a cup of tea in the middle of the exam. This was a while ago
and it was at Yea High School, but we had a little bit of special assistance I would have thought. But
she thought if we had to sit there for 3 hours, perhaps it would be nice if we had a cup of tea in the
middle of it. I am very confident that things like that are very unlikely to happen these days. We often
have people, again, supervising who may be teachers, but I know some schools use people who are
not teachers but certainly know the process of exam supervision.
Once the exams are sat, they need to be marked and assessed. There is a pool of teachers, the people
that are assessing them, statewide, and as they apply to be assessors, again, they have to be checked—
that they are suitably qualified, they understand the material and they meet the criteria that have been
put before them. They also have to identify whether they have any conflicts of interest: they have to
list the people, schools or kids that they may know so that when the exams come in, they are a good
step-and-a-half removed from that process. So typically they get back a whole lot of exams and they
mark them. Then there is a crosscheck—a second person marks them—and they will have a look at
the differential to make sure that that margin of error is very small. If that margin is quite large, is more
than a particular deviation, then they will actually have a third person come and look at it to try and
work out how that should be.
After that process, there will be a study score, which is scaled, they will consider the school-assessed
coursework raw score that has been assessed by teachers and then there is a process called statistical
moderation. This is a process adopted worldwide, you know, in a lot of countries, to make sure that
they are standardised, it all makes sense and people are actually treated fairly and equally. I think that
is really quite important.
Exams, as we know, for year 12s are one of the biggest moments in their history; they have had
13 years of study getting up to this moment. We will all remember when we did year 12. Perhaps some
of us were very organised, maybe others did a little bit more cramming and maybe some even slipped
their study notes under their pillow to hope they would seep through. But exams this year will certainly
look a bit different. The students at the moment must wear a mask, and I know this is quite contentious,
because there are a lot of students who feel aggrieved by this process—where they need to be wearing
a mask. I imagine if they are in Mildura and it is 40 degrees, depending on the level of air conditioning
where they are, or not, those sorts of things might start to bother a number of students.
As I said, there are over 4000 assessors and examiners involved in this process. At the moment there
are over 60 000 Victorian year 12 students who are going to be sitting the English exam, which is
fairly soon, on 10 November. The performance exams are actually underway at the moment, from
12 October to 8 November, and there are a few weeks of a very busy exam timetable. There are over
90 VCE subjects offered across nine key learning areas, at 585 secondary schools, and they will be
done and dusted by 1 December.
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Now, this has been a very difficult year for the students and teachers. At all times there has been a focus
on the senior students that are doing their exams and how easy it is for them to do it, and they have
brought them back a little bit earlier. Certainly for term 4 the sitting of the general achievement test was
something that was prioritised, and I was actually pleased to see that that did not need to be pushed out
further. But it has been a tumultuous time, and we have found now that children are going to be assessed
individually for the difficulty that they have experienced during the year. Now, for some people I am
hoping that that does include the bushfires that happened in eastern Victoria and the north-east of the
state, where those children had all sorts of disruptions to the start of the year. We have also had with
remote learning a lot of children who have had difficulty with access to devices, where there might be
only one device in the family and they are expected to share it with a number of other members of the
family. Now, sometimes they were given more, and we had dongles being rolled out, but there are some
parts of the state where people do not have phone coverage. They do not have mobile phone coverage,
let alone internet. I have some of those areas in my electorate, and I think of kids living in areas out of
Jamieson towards Woods Point or up at Tolmie in the Mansfield shire. I know that it was extremely
difficult for those young adults who could not access the work online very easily. There were quite a
lot of systems that had to swing into place to try to help and support these students, but this is something
that is really important that needs to be considered when they make sure that they look at all degrees of
difficulty that have been happening for kids throughout these 12 months.
Now, the Victorian Student Representative Council have put together a report, and they have had some
really interesting quotes from kids about the disruptions and some of the reasons for disruptions and
some of the anxieties that they have felt. They have been disrupted multiple times, and the year 12
students felt they really got the rough end of the stick because this is a year 12 that next year is unlikely
to be repeated and last year certainly was not. So this is a fairly unique year 12, and they describe it as
tumultuous. The VicSRC collected 500 responses to term 2 remote learning, and this is pretty
interesting because some of them enjoyed being able to work and felt very comfortable at home and
sometimes had less distractions, but 46 per cent of students felt they had fallen behind at school.
Students reported feeling stressed, isolated, depressed and overwhelmed by the workload, and then
this isolation had a large impact on their motivation to learn, their mental health and their self-esteem.
What I am reading out now are things that the Victorian SRC have put forward. This is from a year 11
student:
The reasoning why I’ve fallen behind is because of the environment, the feeling is much different here at
home. At school, I’m ordered to do things, but at home, I’m not ordered. I’m too comfortable at home to the
point I don’t really want to do my classwork, I’m too relaxed. There’s also so many distractions here at home
compared to school.

That was from a year 11 student at a government school in a metropolitan area. Here is a year 12
student from a government metro area:
… my mental health gets so bad at home and so it takes a huge toll on me on my education. my depression
comes from feeling isolated all the time and to be physically isolated by force was a huge trigger …

Another student in metro wrote:
I am feeling very much disconnected from my school community which to me is a massive part of my school
experience and ability to learn.

The report concludes that further mental health support needs to be supplied to students. This was only
after term 2; this was not after they were subjected to another term. They very much wanted schools
to be putting their wellbeing first, and I believe that that is something that schools are very focused on.
And with this, year 12 students have missed so many milestones associated with being in year 12.
Some of them are being the leaders of the school—and if you are not one of the official leaders, you
are often still a big kid on the campus and feeling that seniority. Having made it that far is something
that people hold proud. But we are having the awards ceremonies or even the displays of art and the
productions and interschool sports—and the graduations.
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Now, there are a whole lot of these kids also that have missed out on getting their drivers licences and
all of these sorts of things that for kids are like their coming of age. The teachers at the year 12 level
have really done a great job of trying to accommodate students and have done everything that they
could do to help them get through that because they know that this is a tricky situation. We have had
a number of issues that have certainly been brought to my attention. I had a situation the other day
with a child at Nhill—a 9-hour round trip from—
Ms Green: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, I know that lead speakers have a fair bit of latitude
when speaking on a bill, but this is really beyond the pale. It is not a requirement for the member to
do the full 30 minutes. If she has run out of things to say on the bill, she should just sit down.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Suleyman): At this stage there is no point of order, but I would
ask the member to come back to the bill, please.
Ms McLEISH: Thank you, Acting Speaker. I will remind the house that this bill has three
substantive clauses and two of them relate to year 12 exams, so I think by talking through this process
I am on the point of order. But I do want to also mention that we have had issues identified that kids
in country Victoria are behind the eight ball. We have got issues such as teachers not wanting to work
at rural schools and a lack of incentives for teachers, and this has been brought to the attention of the
minister, who did hold round tables and put some information back onto the table to say, ‘Well, we
need to address this; here are some of the areas that we are looking at, and engagement and retention
of principals, teachers and support staff are certainly at the forefront’. But really the ink had barely
dried when the minister then went on—quite staggeringly, when country areas could have quite easily
been back at school and some areas, like Buloke shire, for example, have never had a COVID case,
and yet the kids were being required to work remotely—to say, ‘We want to keep some consistency
and a level playing field for all students across years 11 and 12’. Kids are typically disadvantaged by
living and studying in country areas; he recognised that on one hand, but then straightaway he was
saying, ‘We don’t want to give them an up’. Now, I would have thought that they would barely be
getting an up at all, but he worked for the city kids to make sure that they had that level playing field.
A lot of people in the country were very worried about their kids being more isolated from many
others, and as I said, there were issues with internet technology—AirWave and dongles—and mobile
communications are pretty poor. So the minister had, I thought, let down the students in regional
Victoria at that time.
One of the other things I was about to mention was the child from Nhill who was required this week
to come down, actually on Saturday, for his music exam. He was having to come down from Nhill to
the city for his exam, and it was a 9-hour round trip. The department were being fairly dogged on that,
saying he needed to do that. I contacted the minister’s office, and they were able to get that altered for
this child, who was anxious about having to come to the city, where there were many more COVID
matters than certainly in the area he was. That was an example, I think, of the understanding that is
there now for some of the kids that are in year 12.
The other part of this bill is the amendment to the Children’s Services Act 1996. This was made in
October 2019, a year ago, and as I have said earlier, there is a small change here, a technical change,
a consequential amendment that confirms that the definition of an early childhood teacher includes
only those educators who hold an approved early childhood teaching qualification. At the time they
were made to try and bring all of the states in line with the national law—and we have the Australian
Qualifications Framework, which sits above this. Now, every state has different acts in place and
different systems of operation. They tried to get it through COAG to have as many states as they could
singing from the same hymnbook, so things were as consistent as they could be. But there are a lot of
inconsistencies with what happens in the states around Australia and making some of those changes.
In Victoria this has obviously slipped through. There needed to be some change to that definition, and
it is something that we certainly do not oppose. The bill, as I said at the outset, is non-controversial. It
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makes a couple of back-end changes that most people are not going to notice. The opposition will not
be opposing this bill at all.
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (14:30): It is a real pleasure to rise and speak on the Education
and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020. While the lead speaker might say there is not much to
speak about on this bill, there is a lot to speak about on education—and there is a lot that has been
going on this year—and particularly about year 12s and what they have gone through throughout this
year. I want to place on record our deep appreciation for our educators, our principals, our education
support staff, our parents, our guardians, our carers and indeed all of the incredible workforce of the
Department of Education and Training. This has been a year like no other, and they have all come
together to make this year—a year like we never had planned for and never had expected—the best it
could possibly be.
The lead speaker talked about policies and various reforms that need to be put in place to support
students into the future. That is exactly what the Minister for Education, the Premier and their teams
have done—more mental health and wellbeing support, special consideration for our students, and
tutors will be coming in next year to support our educators. This is what it is about. It is about ensuring
that no student—through no fault of their own, with a year such as we have never had before in
Victoria—is left behind and that every single student is supported.
The Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020 will clarify a couple of things. One will
be the ability for temporary, part-time or fixed-contract employment by the Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Authority. They have had an extraordinary year this year. To make year 12 work under
such trying and difficult circumstances has been nothing short of immense and amazing. I know that
the acting CEO, Stephen Gniel, who was deputy secretary as well, has done a power of work to get to
this point. It has been a really amazing achievement to get our year 12s to have their general
achievement tests undertaken this year, but to also be able to get their results this side of the year is
just extraordinary.
In that July–August period we did not know whether we would be seeing year 12 push into another
year. It was all uncertain whether we would even get students back to onsite learning. But it has been
the dedication and commitment of so many that has made this happen. That is a testament to the spirit
of all who have come together in our education system to make that happen. It is a credit to those
people who have put in countless hours, from a policy standpoint, from a support standpoint and from
an education and wellbeing standpoint—those countless hours that year 12 educators have spent
mentoring and guiding students in their learning, the practical assessments that had to be pushed back
to where we are now in those more technical subjects as well and the comfort that comes from that
email, that phone call or that Webex chat. It has been absolutely amazing. Some of the stories that are
told of this pandemic in the future will be of the education journey we have been on this year. The
resilience, the compassion and the drive to succeed in Victoria are like no other. It is a real testament
to everyone that has made this possible as well.
It would be remiss of me not to also acknowledge another part of this bill, which is the clarification
around the definition of an early childhood teacher and including a reference to a qualification. I tell
you what though: you cannot measure in a qualification how much these incredible educators have
supported the youngest in our communities. I know the incoming Minister for Early Childhood, Ingrid
Stitt, has been laid a great foundation by the Minister for Education and the former Parliamentary
Secretary for Early Childhood Education, the member for Carrum, with three-year-old and four-yearold kinder reforms. It has been an extraordinary year. Then to make early childhood work, to make
sure that we are looking at the transition on to prep as well—and we will have groups of 10 able to go
on site—it has been about making the best of a really difficult situation. I have loved seeing early
childhood educators take to online learning. I have seen some of those early childhood students, those
kids; obviously it is a bit difficult to keep them focused in front of a computer screen or engaged in
that learning, and also for parents, guardians and carers to have to provide that care and comfort and
implement some of that curriculum work as well. But they have been incredible.
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Recognising not just their qualifications but their dedication and skill throughout this year has been
awesome. Each and every one of us in this Parliament and in our communities will have stories about
the extra miles they have gone. Obviously it has been really tough for families to juggle the needs of
younger Victorians at home. I know parents who have been dealing with those challenges, and the
balances have been substantial as well.
Getting back to our year 12s, I think the point that I would really like to reflect on is that obviously
starting out this year our year 12s were hoping to have their graduations, hoping to have a year where
they were really working hard and getting through what they were doing but celebrating all those years
of education as well. They will obviously be feeling a bit bittersweet this year, looking back at the year
of achievement and all the work and resilience that have gone into what they have been able to do but
also thinking of what might have been. But through such amazing commitment and dedication they
have been able to stay the course, and a lot of them will have grown in their resilience and grown as
people under really difficult circumstances.
Having the opportunity to be part of the review of remote and flexible learning through the first wave
was an amazing opportunity to understand those various cohorts who might have struggled a bit further
in their education and what we needed to do into the future to make sure we supported them. That is
where the Department of Education and Training was. As we went into further restrictions and as we
went into term 3 with further lockdowns we had that understanding and learning of what we needed
to do to support those students, because the whole mission was to ensure that, as no student was at
fault for the circumstances that we faced in Victoria, no student was left behind and, if there were
impacts to their learning, that we did everything possible to make sure that we could catch them up
and support them in a year like no other.
That is going to be easier when we have the tutors come online—4100. I remember just in the last
sitting week that the Minister for Education talked about, I think it was, 15 000 expressions of interest
just at that moment. That would be so much more now. That just shows the passion in Victoria for
education. The fact that we have been able to get through this year like no other shows that we really
are the Education State.
What was abundantly clear during the remote and flexible learning review was that had we not done
all the reforms and work over the last six years, had we not built back up our communities and our
regions, built back up the support that was really taken away by the previous government from 2010
to 2014, had we not put all that support in place in the reform agenda that has been set by the Premier
and the education minister, we would have been in a really dire position. We would not have had the
ability in the department to really act out that policy and implement that. We would not have had our
regions with the capacity they have had as well. It has been an extraordinary outcome and an incredible
team effort. As I said, some of the shining examples of resilience through this pandemic will be when
we reflect on what was done in education and what we have been able to achieve more broadly.
When we think about the coming weeks as well, I want to give a big shout-out to our educators who
will be nurturing and guiding our year 12s through their exams. Obviously it has been a really hard
slog and for our educators, who are really out on their feet, in a year like no other. They have given
absolutely everything through this time. It is going to be hard to front up and do those last exams. I am
sure a lot of them are looking towards the end of term and thinking that cannot come soon enough.
We want to put on record our appreciation and thanks for all they are doing and all the support that
has been provided as well.
I want to also just acknowledge, though, the work that we are doing to support our VET students and
our VCAL students as well. Obviously that has been a really disrupted setting as well. The Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority is also in that space supporting our VCAL and VET students
to really realise their ambitions and dreams, ensuring that our VCAL students are able to access a
TAFE place to get them on with their learning and support them in their journey. It is that wraparound
support that we have really been focused on throughout this journey.
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It has not gone well for all our students, but what they will know is that this Victorian government is
there for them along that journey at each and every step. Better mental health and wellbeing support
has been a key feature of everything that we have heard when speaking directly to our student
representative councils and when we have heard directly from a range of stakeholders and groups.
That support is really critical for our students going forward. This bill makes those amendments, those
practical amendments, but it really is a window into what has been achieved more broadly and where
we are at right now. I once again wish our year 12s and our VCAL and VET students all the very best
in their exams.
To our early childhood educators, thank you for all the work you do. We know that the most critical
development is in those early years, which sets up the journey for our students into the future. We
place on record our absolute love, support and appreciation.
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (14:40): I am pleased to rise to speak on this Education and
Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020 and, as always, to follow the member for Mordialloc, who is
very passionate about his education, as the Parliamentary Secretary for Schools. However, I am a little
bit disappointed today because I do want to acknowledge that VCE exams are underway, and this bill
is obviously about VCE exams, and I note that the next VCE exam, tomorrow, is classical Greek. With
the greatest respect to the member for Mordialloc, I am disappointed I am not following the member
for Essendon, because I am sure he would have pulled something out from classical Greek to talk
about on this bill if he had been aware of it. That perhaps sets the challenge for the member for
Mordialloc next time—to come up with something from the classics to add to his speech.
But as the two previous speakers have indicated, this is a fairly simple and straightforward piece of
legislation, clarifying the employment powers of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority
(VCAA) with respect to exams at the end of the year—or not just exams but the whole process of
developing, setting, supervising and marking VCE exams. And there is that second minor amendment
to the Children’s Services Act 1996, where there is a change from the definition of ‘early childhood
teacher’ to include those educators who hold an approved early childhood teaching qualification.
On the issue of exams, and as the member for Mordialloc and the member for Eildon indicated, 2020
has been a very difficult year for all those VCE students—indeed for all students, and indeed for all of
us. Way back in 1991 I was doing my VCE, and it was the year that VCE officially came into being.
I think it was called that the year before. But we had a year where we had half the old HSC subjects
and half the new VCE subjects, and we thought at that time—because of course the world revolves
around you when you are 16 or 17—that everyone would always think, ‘Oh, those poor 1991 students.
They had it hard. They had this mix of things and their numbers were all weird’, and employers would
look down their noses at us in the years to come. I now acknowledge that those from 2020 will be the
ones that have really had the tough year. It has been very difficult for everyone but those VCE students
in particular. I wish them all the best with the exams. Some of those exams have already been
undertaken, but the main ones start next month, and I do wish them all the best.
I would also like to place on record my thanks for the work of our teachers and particularly of our
principals, who have had to do a lot to prepare for remote learning and then prepare for COVID-safe
schools, but also of course parents and students. I can only say from my own experience, with two
grade 4s, the first lot of remote learning was not particularly pleasant for anyone. It was a fairly difficult
learning exercise—no pun intended—and the second time around, certainly in my household, the kids
loved it and got on with it and were ready to go.
I might say, though, that with respect to the VCE and the difficulties of remote learning, we saw as the
second wave unfolded in July and August a change back to remote learning for schools. What was
most perturbing, I guess, for many of us rural and regional MPs was the decision of the government
to force rural and regional VCE students back into remote learning at a time when I do not believe that
was justified. Indeed I think the Minister for Education acknowledged that it was not justified because
while metropolitan students had to go back to remote learning he also then forced the rural and regional
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students back, even though there were very few cases and there was a very low level of risk at schools.
The excuse he gave was that there had to be a level playing field and it was not fair on metropolitan
students if the regional students also did not go back to remote learning.
As the member for Gippsland East is saying in my ear, that was ridiculous because there is not a level
playing field now, and the minister knows that. He has given that evidence in the past. Rural and
regional students doing VCE already face an unlevel playing field. They face very significant
challenges compared to their metropolitan counterparts, whether that is the distance, the opportunity
to study particular subjects—some of them having to do it by remote learning—or indeed the various
social and economic factors that confront rural and regional students. So it was one of the low points,
I have got to say, of the government’s handling of the whole remote learning process for the minister
to say that the year 12 students in regional and rural areas had to go back to remote learning to create
a level playing field. I said before that in my own household remote learning went quite well, but that
was certainly not the case across the board.
It rather alarmed me at the hearings of the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee (PAEC) earlier
in the year, where we had evidence from a wide variety of witnesses, including a number of the
teaching unions and the principals associations, that there was a lot of praise and a lot of excitement
about the learnings from remote learning and how many students had engaged and done really well. I
was surprised to hear this, and I literally had to sort of throw in a question at the end, ‘Can you confirm
for us, though, that remote learning is suboptimal?’ to which they said, ‘Oh yes; sorry, Mr O’Brien.
We do acknowledge it is not ideal’. The facts are the extended time of remote learning has really
impacted on many students and in particular the most disadvantaged, the most disengaged and those
from the lower socio-economic communities.
It was disappointing not to be hearing much from members opposite on that issue, on that particular
cohort of students. We are often having thrown at us from over there that education is the key to people
breaking the bonds of inequity—and I would agree—and yet when the government held kids back with
remote learning for much longer than I believe was deemed necessary I do not think there was much
said opposite. After the first wave, when we did finally get kids back to school it took over a month
from the time the government said it was okay for it to happen. It was understandable that you needed
to stage a return, but over a month was just ridiculous. It was highlighted in PAEC when I asked both
the Premier and the Minister for Education, ‘When did the chief health officer’s advice actually change
to say it was okay to go back to school?’, and neither of them would tell when it was. They just kept
saying, ‘It was an evolving decision, and we have discussions with him all the time’. Well, it must have
come at some point. It highlighted to me that the government takes the advice and uses it to its own
advantage when it suits it for its announcements processes, and that was very disappointing.
As I mentioned before, this bill is about the exam process and ensuring that the people who are
employed to oversee and run the exam process are properly appointed through the VCAA. I note that
we are in the exam timetable at the moment. We are also getting close to hopefully a budget timetable,
which will be relevant to the education portfolio as well, and I take this quick opportunity to again
urge the Minister for Education to find in his budget this year funding for a master plan for the design
and development for Sale College, which is currently on two campuses and does very clearly want to
move to a single campus. I am not asking for the minister or the government to provide us $30 million
to do the job this year; we just want the money for design and development to work out where the
campuses are, whether it is a consolidation onto one campus at Guthridge Parade or whether it is a
new greenfield site and what that might look like as well. I have raised this with the minister before,
and I am just seeking again the opportunity.
Likewise Korumburra Secondary College, whose first stage was funded when we were in government
in 2014, is still languishing, waiting to have that second stage to be finished. Likewise, Foster Primary
School, which I have been campaigning on for a number of years now, did get half the job done
through some of the asbestos funding a couple of years ago. But we still would like to see the
government funding both those projects at Korumburra and Foster to ensure that the kids there have
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the opportunity to be the best they can, that the teachers have the infrastructure that they need and that
they, like those at Sale College, who hopefully will have the opportunity to have a new school soon,
will all have the opportunity to go on and do their year 12 exams and go on to be better Victorians. So
as the member for Eildon has indicated, we are not opposing this bill, and I wish it speedy passage
through the house.
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) (14:50): Thank you, Acting Speaker Suleyman. As usual it is a
pleasure to see you in the seat. I rise to speak on the Education and Training Reform Amendment
Bill 2020. From the outset I would just like to commend the previous member, because he is part of
the alumni of the high school I went to—Catholic Regional College Traralgon. I am not sure whether
he was one of the top 10 VCE winners in 1996, but yes, we will leave that there. It is always good to
have a chat to people—
Mr D O’Brien: Ninety-one.
Mr EDBROOKE: Ninety-one? Oh, it was me that was a top 10 VCE winner in 1996. Come in
spinner—thank you!
It is a great time to be discussing a bill that is really here to reform and make better some of the behindthe-scenes aspects of our education system, in the Victorian Institute of Teaching, in part 2.6 of the
act, and also the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. As previous members have said,
this is not a bill that students will know about. This is a bill that goes to tidying things up that we have
known for some time needed some improvement, and we are reforming that now.
Suffice to say, it would be very remiss of me to stand here at the moment and not thank all my local
schools as well that have risen to the challenge of COVID, whether it be many months ago with that
huge transition to remote and flexible learning and the massive IT rollout or where we have come in
the last month. Thank goodness we can now hear the sounds of children at play in primary schools
and high schools and hear the clinking of champagne glasses as well after drop-off. But I would
certainly like to make sure, and I will do this in the future when I can go to schools in person, that
every school in my electorate knows how appreciated they are—and that is the executive team and the
school council down to every single parent that put in the hard yards on something that they were
probably not very used to and something that has probably given them a greater respect for what
educators do. Being a former teacher and living with an assistant principal going through this, I have
seen what has happened behind the scenes and at the schools in my area. I am sure those in the areas
of everyone in this house have been just amazing—the amount of work that they have had to put in
on top of rolling out IT, dealing with some very, very small problems to get things happening at home
and dealing with some social issues as well in some areas. It is quite amazing to see how flexible and
how fluid they have been in their approach, and they have been supported very well, in my opinion
and in the opinion of people I have spoken to, by the Department of Education and Training as well.
So they do deserve all our thanks and appreciation.
I would like to also point out that there are some kids that have done it really tough in the north-east
and also in Gippsland—areas that were affected previously by last summer’s bushfires. That was
pretty rough on some of those kids—kids that could not attend school. One school, of course, was
burnt down. This was a bit of a double hit to them, and it has taken a lot for those teachers, those school
communities and those parents to come together, pull together and make sure those kids get the best
in very, very challenging circumstances.
In my patch in Frankston it is great to know that we have mental health supports for children, as in the
mental health practitioners in schools, doctors in schools and brekkie clubs, and 4100 tutors are being
rolled out online. We heard previously from the member for Mordialloc that, I think it was,
15 000 people have shown interest—former teachers have shown interest—in that program, which is
really good because some kids naturally will need some catching up.
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Look, I heard someone previously speaking about how children were not focusing at home. Well, I
can say my children just could not wait to get back to work. I think they just wanted to get away from
me. I was revelling in my role as a former teacher, making sure that they did everything they should
have, and I even set them a couple of jobs as homework. I think it will hold them in good stead, but
they might not like me for that too much at the moment.
I think as far as this bill goes we have to do everything to make sure that we can support children, even
if it is through some of the nuts and bolts in the background that they do not see. We might even see
some of the kids from this year having a certain tenacity, a certain resolve, that might actually identify
them as kids that went through VCE, year 11 or year 10 at this time. I think that every generation has
its challenges. There have been many people talking about some of the challenges that have been
different to COVID but have been met by our community in the past. That might be world wars, that
might be famine or that might be lots of things in the past. But this has certainly been one thing that I
think our community has risen to and we are going to learn from, and that includes our future
generations as well. You can imagine that in decades to come there will be adults, formerly children
who went through their schooling in this time, up here speaking about ways that they are changing the
education system for the better, what they went through and the challenges that they met and adapted
to and overcame at this time. It is so important that when they do that they can reflect on the people in
this chamber today doing the same thing right now.
I would like to extend my thanks to the Minister for Education and the parliamentary secretaries as
well as the department. This has been an amazing rollout to get things to where they are. I have seen
the amount of work that has gone on behind the scenes with teachers, and we have all—and I include
everyone in this house—been able to be able to have feedback on how this has been going in our
community, how teachers are responding to it and how kids are responding to it.
There has been cause for celebration. Even though we talk about this period in quite a negative aspect,
there has been some cause for celebration. There have been some really funny things happening in
schools and some really innovative ideas that have come up as well. I think everyone here today would
now be used to the concept of an online assembly, where people might prerecord, people might sing—
all that kind of stuff. But I think it is actually part of a wider university-of-life kind of concept or
education-by-life kind of concept, where certain things that some kids and young adults have learned
in this pandemic have not actually been available in the curriculum. There are certain things, like
commitment, passion, overcoming your frustrations, tenacity to get the job done or working when you
are actually uncomfortable because your little brother or sister is grabbing at your leg, that often cannot
be taught in schools. They are not part of the curriculum, and because our curriculum has changed as
it has in these last few months, I think that is going to make for some better students and better adults
in the future.
Of course some people have had it really tough, and we have seen that and we have heard about that.
That is of course why we have the program for tutors, and that is why we need to keep in mind the
mental health supports—that is, proactive mental health supports—for students as well. I wish all the
VCE students the best of luck. Sixty thousand VCE students in the next few weeks will do their English
exams. I wish them the best of luck with what is coming up. It can be a very, very stressful time for
students. I know everyone in this house can remember back to their exams, whether it be their
apprenticeship exams or their high school exams. It is a very, very stressful time. I wish all those
students and young people the best of luck.
It would be remiss of me also not to shout out to our Victorian certificate of applied learning providers
in Frankston, who have done a fantastic job, and also our TAFE providers, again working in some
very, very difficult circumstances, with everyone embracing an online community. I am sure we are
all looking forward to seeing everyone in the flesh pretty soon. I certainly miss going around to my
local schools—I am sure everyone does—and visiting and seeing what new projects they have got,
what their aspirations are for their students, meeting all the students and finding out what we can do
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for them. I certainly look forward to the budget in that respect as well. But as far as the bill goes, it is
a very solid bill, and I commend this bill to the house.
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (15:00): I rise to speak in support of the Education and Training Reform
Amendment Bill 2020. As other speakers have outlined, this is a relatively small and simple bill that
broadly makes two amendments that I will point out: it clarifies that the Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Authority has the power to employ staff during peak exam times in the school year and
makes a technical amendment in terms of changing the definition of an early childhood teacher in the
act. I did just want to touch on briefly the experiences of students and families and teachers and staff
in relation to the impact of COVID on education at the school level and of course early learning as
well. It really does go without saying that it has been a tough year—a tough year for students and
teachers and staff and families. I have just been really impressed how quickly teachers and staff at our
schools have adapted and rallied to switch over to online teaching and learning and how students and
parents have adapted as well. It has been tough, and there will be a number of students that will have
fallen behind or missed out—many disadvantaged students will have fallen through the cracks—
despite the best efforts of schools. And there will need to be effort put in to re-engage those students
and schools, really, to do that. It takes resources for schools, it takes staff time and it takes effort, and
schools really should be supported to do that.
One issue that I have spoken about before is that the pandemic really has exposed the digital divide
between students. I really welcomed that the government moved quickly to get laptops and devices
into students’ hands, and a number of schools sourced them from other means as well to make sure
that students could learn from home. There were some real success stories of students who were
otherwise disengaged from school actually re-engaging simply because they had access to a computer
or a device and the internet. But it really is concerning that so many students were without access to a
computer or the internet in the first place. When you look at education, surely access to the internet
and a computer at home is essential to any student’s learning. I have raised this at the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee inquiry directly with the Minister for Education—the need to have a longterm look and a long-term strategy to ensure that all students have access to a computer and internet
at home—and I have welcomed the positive response that I have had from the minister in that regard.
We do know that investment in education is good value for governments when they look at economic
recovery; employing more teachers and more support workers who are able to spend more time with
disadvantaged students and provide more support for students with a disability is a really good
investment for governments to make. Victoria’s public schools are still underfunded when you look
at the Gonski funding deal, to the tune of about $1 billion a year, which is far from the agreed standard.
So certainly this is the perfect time for state and federal governments to increase funding to public
schools. We are one of the lowest funded per student for public schools in the country, not due to reach
parity with other states until late into the decade, so that sort of funding would go a long way to helping
disadvantaged students and disadvantaged schools the most.
Moving on to early education, with the bill setting out the definition of an early childhood teacher, we
have just seen just how important both child care and kinder have been to families. We already knew
how important they are to a child’s development, but now I think there is a new appreciation for child
care and kinder being essential services and a new appreciation for childcare workers and for early
learning teachers. We acknowledge that they are poorly paid. They deserve better pay and conditions.
They have been poorly paid for too long, given just how essential child care and kinder are, given how
important they are to a child’s development and given how important they are to women and to carers
and to supporting them to return to work. One of the big ideas now, which has widespread community
support, has been looking at universal free access to child care and kinders, just like we have with
public education, making them available to anyone who needs them, just not those who can afford
them. I guess there is the assumption that if you are out of work or unemployed, you can look after
your kids, or if you are in work, you can pay for child care, and that simply is not the case. Again, as

BILLS
Tuesday, 27 October 2020

Legislative Assembly

2907

we look at the economic recovery, we know what a good return on investment child care and early
childhood education are.
I recently attended a forum put on by Progressive Port Phillip on rethinking early childhood education
and care. Jay Weatherill, the former South Australian Premier, spoke in his new role in support of free
universal early education. It is something that the ACTU has come out very strongly for, so there is
widespread community support. This is one of the big reforms and big investments that need to be
looked at in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Now, to get there I think one of the key issues to look at, as I raised, is going to be looking at early
childhood educators. Of course you would need more teachers. You would need to address the supply
issues for those teachers, making sure you have got the qualifications, making sure you have got the
wages and conditions to make moving into that sector as attractive as possible and making sure that
you are addressing the wage gap for early childhood teachers. The impact that early childhood teachers
have on a child’s life certainly is not reflected in their wages, and so it is well past time for people who
educate and care for our children to have the pay and conditions that they have long deserved.
This would be a big change. It would be a generational change. Going back to the early 1990s, Jeff
Kennett and the Kennett government cut preschool funding, resulting in parents having to pay part of
the costs. There is a big opportunity now for governments to take on the full cost of the delivery of
three- and four-year-old kinder. Obviously with child care one of the issues has been the funding
arrangements, kinder being dealt with largely at the state level and child care at the federal level, so
there is now a big opportunity federally looking at making child care free. These would be big
generational changes that would have massive benefits to society, to women in particular, and for the
development of young people. Certainly it is something that needs to be strongly considered.
Mr KENNEDY (Hawthorn) (15:08): I would like to begin by acknowledging all the staff and
students of the schools in the Hawthorn electorate for the fantastic way in which they have weathered
this storm and made the most of the opportunities, such as they were. I particularly want to thank their
parents for all the homeschooling, for their patience and for their understanding. We will not forget
2020. These six months, seven months, eight months have been a fantastic testament to the students,
parents and staff of schools in the Hawthorn electorate. I am looking forward to the time when I can
visit again.
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority, which we are talking about today, is a statutory
authority that serves both government and non-government schools. It develops policies, criteria and
standards for curriculum, assessments and courses for school students, including courses leading to
registered qualifications. The VCAA engages a number of teachers and other suitably qualified
employees to undertake tasks such as developing, setting, supervising and marking the VCE, the
Victorian certificate of education, and also the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL).
I beg your indulgence, as I would like to say just a few words. I was asked by the Minister for Higher
Education to chair a committee that was looking into the design and delivery of vocational and applied
learning for Victorian students, and I understand that when the report reaches the minister, if it has not
already, it will be favourably received. That is just purely what I have heard. It was an important piece
of work and parties from all parts of VCAL were present and offered their own thoughts and
experience and so on on this very important provision. In particular it has always occurred to me, as a
former secondary school principal, that a good VCAL will always trump a mediocre VCE. By that I
mean that for somebody who is doing VCE who is not enjoying it, who is performing badly, whose
essays are late et cetera, it is just a fellowship in drudgery for those people. But if, on the other hand,
they had been maybe a little bit less snobbish and said, ‘Well, actually, I think VCAL is better for me
than VCE’, it may very well have been a much more fruitful experience for them in those 12 months.
So that is why I say a good VCAL trumps a mediocre VCE for a great many students.
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As regards this particular bill, you might wonder, ‘Well, what’s that got to do with the VCAA?’. Well,
it has a lot to do with it, as I will explain. I am pleased to speak today on the Education and Training
Reform Amendment Bill 2020. This bill amends the Education and Training Reform Act 2006, which
we will call the ETRA, to clarify the employment powers of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment
Authority. The bill does this by making technical amendments arising from changes to the Children’s
Services Act 1996 regarding early childhood teacher staffing requirements in children’s services. As
previously dealt with in the second-reading speech, the amendments to the ETRA are intended to clarify
the employment powers of the VCAA through amendments to part 2.5 of the ETRA.
In fulfilling the VCAA function of developing policies, criteria and standards—and, we hope,
positively responding to the recommendations of my committee in regard to VCAL—there is a need
to employ a wide range of staff. Indeed to respond best of all to what hopefully will be coming from
this committee for VCAL improvement and development many more staff will be needed at one level
or another. The majority of staff there are not permanent and are often just there for the exams,
marking, setting and so on. The proposed changes deliver on the government’s commitment to ensure
that bodies such as the VCAA are properly resourced and staffed to maximise delivery for secondary
students at such a crucial time in their schooling. The amendments provided for in the bill further
enhance, even if technically, Victoria’s reputation as the Education State.
The thrust of the bill is to remedy the uncertainty and ambiguity at the present time as to the authority
by which VCAA engages its staff. It does not sound like much, but it is one of those things where you
might as well tidy up those arrangements so that you can concentrate on bigger and better activities
and so you can give some development to a vision you might have and not have to be caught up in the
details, not be defeated in the details and so on. So that improvement of those arrangements is
obviously going to be to the good.
It is important to appreciate the broad range of functions and activities necessarily performed by
VCAA in giving effect to its obligations under the act to, as I said, both government and nongovernment schools. Fulfilling its important work, the authority is required to engage many specialist
staff and other staff during peak exam times. The proposed amendment clarifies that the authority does
have a limited power to engage employees for a fixed period or on a casual or sessional basis to
develop and conduct assessments and so on. To achieve this end the bill amends the ETRA to make it
explicitly clear that the VCAA has a limited power to employ staff on a sessional basis or for a fixed
term to undertake functions for the VCE and, as far as I am concerned at the moment, VCAL exam
periods, such as the developing and marking of exams. So the amendment will not lead to any changes
in the current practice of the VCAA but will support the authority as it continues to provide essential
services to Victoria’s senior secondary school students, and I look forward to further developments in
the development of a single certificate for students in years 11 and 12.
In the time that remains, also included is an amendment arising out of changes to the Children’s
Services Act 1996 and the regulations made under that act in 2019 and this year in May. These changes
were intended to align the regulatory regime for children’s services with that operating for education
and care services under the Education and Care Services National Law (Victoria). Essentially of a
technical nature, the present amendments clarify that the definition of ‘early childhood’ includes only
teachers and not those with certificate III and diploma qualifications—valuable though they are. It is
preferable that clarification of the definition of early childhood teacher in the ETRA occur as soon as
possible. Doing so is not only in the interests of legislative precision but also clarifies that only
childhood educators are required and eligible to be registered by VIT, the Victorian Institute of
Teaching. The earlier amendment of the Children’s Services Act provided for a broader prescription
of childhood education and care services, within which context a broader designation of those
providing education and care was appropriate. It follows that the definition of ‘early childhood teacher’
in the ETRA is also to be amended to clarify the obligation for registration with the VIT and in doing
so preserve the status quo for VIT registration. The bill provides the best opportunity for the
amendments to start in time for the next peak VCAA assessment season.
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In drafting the legislation the government has undergone appropriate consultation with key
stakeholders: Industrial Relations Victoria, the AEU, the VCAA and the Victorian Institute of
Teaching. No objections to the proposals were made. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (15:18): I rise to speak on the Education and Training Reform
Amendment Bill 2020, and we do support the bill and make note of the fact that there are some very
minor changes. Before I begin I want to take the time to say thank you to the principals and teachers
of South-West Coast, the many, many schools who spent the greater period of this year adapting and
pivoting and being inventive and creative to bring the high education standards that they so aspire to
and maintain into the homes and out of the classroom as a result of the pandemic and the lockdowns.
I also want to acknowledge the parents and children, who have done an extraordinary job under
extraordinary circumstances.
But I also am amazed that we are in the house today speaking on a bill that basically does very little.
It is a very minor change to the act. It basically is a really short bill—the second-reading speech is
actually longer than the changes—and basically it is legislation to provide certainty to the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority so that they can employ examiners for Victorian certificate of
education exams and other exams. So what surprises me is that it actually says that this will not result
in any change to current practices.
So here we are in the Parliament in the middle of a pandemic making a very minor change to a bill
when the second-reading speech states it will make very little difference. My question is: why could
this not have been done earlier? If it is not going to make any difference, given we have got children
who are about to go into VCE exams and who have to wear masks in those exams, I would have
thought we should be here debating in the Parliament how we can together, as an opposition and as a
government, actually be the leaders that this state requires of us instead of playing politics. The state
government continually states that it is not playing politics. Well, I do not know how many times I
asked for briefings so I could assist the community to understand the challenges and was ignored, and
I am not confident that the information that the people are getting makes sense. They want some sort
of cooperation, and we certainly have not been seeing that. Certainly the other side are doing a
wonderful job of talking about what a fantastic effort they have made and how they want to be
collegiate; it is just ridiculously not true.
I heard today the Leader of the House talking about the fact that they have done an extraordinary job.
There is a virus. I have never denied that. I do not think anyone on my side ever would. The virus is a
health crisis, and we have needed to put changes in place. What we did not need was the government
tweaking the rules when the Premier came away from the national cabinet to make them slightly
different and actually ending up with a really poor result. We are in this situation today where the kids
cannot be in school in Victoria—very, very differently to the other states—simply because the
government stuffed up hotel quarantine. There was an offer of the Australian Defence Force, made by
the federal government, which was refused by the state government, and we should never forget this.
That is why the virus escaped hotel quarantine and was seeded right throughout Victoria—mainly in
Melbourne, but it affected every Victorian, every child at school and every parent who needed to try
and adapt their household to be able to educate their children.
I hear the government saying, ‘It’s all so bad because we’ve got to look to Europe’ and that they have
done a wonderful job. Well, no—look to New South Wales, Queensland and Tasmania. In Australia,
Victoria is the stand-out, pathetic, poor result that we are seeing. We cannot ignore that. We cannot
ignore the truth. Eight hundred people have died. Eight hundred families have lost a loved one. If that
was a train accident that had happened with the government’s train system, there would be absolute
outrage. The family in Portland who lost their father, whose children are young primary school
children—they are the ones who need answers. Hotel quarantine in Victoria is the reason we have the
outbreak we have today, and the fact is that we have got no cases today and no cases yesterday.
Regional Victoria has done an extraordinarily good job of managing the pandemic but have been
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compromised by this severe lockdown when it is actually the government, again through contact
tracing, that has failed.
Ms Connolly: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, the member is now straying far and away from
the bill. If you could bring the member back to the bill that we are discussing.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McGuire): It has been a wideranging debate so far but I would
bring the member back to the bill.
Ms BRITNELL: I will come back to the bill because there is so much I can say about the way
education has been compromised. This is what this bill is about—it is about changing the education
element and the employment of examiners.
So let us talk about the exams for a minute then, the VCE exams. The kids in regional Victoria were
compromised by this government, who has continually said that the data and the evidence have
actually been led by medical advice. Well, I could go on forever, but I will stray off the bill again if I
go down that line too far. But I will go down the line of saying that regional Victorian children in VCE
were disadvantaged because the minister made a decision that he did not want to disadvantage the
metropolitan kids. Well, the regional kids were already disadvantaged. That is proven by the fact that
the education department adjusts the ATAR score in recognition of the disadvantage of regional kids.
So the kids in VCE could not go back to school when they were able to based on the health advice.
They had to stay at home so that we did not have an uneven playing field. Well, we have an uneven
playing field. The kids in my electorate will often go to universities in South Australia and New South
Wales. A lot of kids do veterinary science. They go up to Wagga Wagga, they go to Armidale. So they
are at a disadvantage because they have got to sit some exams in a couple of weeks and they have been
out of school a lot longer than their interstate counterparts.
But not only that, they are really anxious. I have been speaking to VCE kids over the last few days
actually and they are really stressed. It is already a stressful time, but you want to put them in a mask
for 3 hours during an exam. Why? We have got the space in regional Victoria. We have got the space
even in Melbourne—you have got big centres where they could put social distancing between the kids.
So here we are talking about making sure the employment contract is okay between the VCAA and
the teachers, when what we should be talking about is that these kids have suffered enough. What can
you do, government, to actually make the exam process somewhat more appropriate for them rather
than continuing to put them under enormous pressure?
There is so much we should be here talking about. I think the government has failed, and it should
acknowledge that failure—apologise to the students, apologise to the families—and acknowledge the
good work the teachers have done. I mean, my kids hardly had internet access. On sending out dongles,
they did not even send out enough. Who had heard of a dongle in the last 10 years? Music teachers
are talking to me at the moment. Principals are talking to me at the moment. There is inconsistency in
the rules. Contact tracing is the problem in Victoria. In the regions we have been doing it very well.
The government in Melbourne has not been able to do that. That is evident, and Victorians have
suffered because the government has failed.
I mean, look at what these young kids have put up with as well in the country with not being able to
do their licence testing online. TAFE is open now. TAFE does testing for VicRoads for forklift driving
and all sorts of heavy vehicle programs so they can get licences. Why can’t they get the Ls test done
down at TAFE? TAFE is open. This pivoting of the government is very, very poor compared with
what teachers, businesses and families have had to do. Really, all I wanted to talk about was how
pathetic it is that we are sitting here talking about this bill when we have got a pandemic on. Our
families need us to work together, not have your palaver and rhetoric thrown at them when you have
failed, and you should acknowledge it.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon—Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Regulatory Reform, Minister for
Government Services, Minister for Creative Industries) (15:28): I am delighted to make a contribution
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on the Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020. Is it any wonder why the Leader of the
Opposition received his poll result today when you listen to the contribution from the member for
South-West Coast? What a confused contribution the member made. On the one hand she wanted to
turn around and say, ‘Can we work in partnership together? Can we try and help each other?’. Then
she pivoted quickly to saying, ‘You’re terrible. You’re a joke’. I think the quote was ‘Victoria is a
pathetic act and poor excuse of a state in the nation’. It is all very confused from those opposite. I
mean, anyone would think those on the other side are unhappy about the fact that we have had two
days of no infections and no deaths. I mean, I would have thought that those opposite would be turning
around and saying, ‘Well, look, we may have had some reservations about your strategy, but you know
what? The strategy has worked and that’s great’.
It is good to talk about a bill like the Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020 because
it shows that the government is resuming normal transmission. We are getting back to basics, and we
are focused on good government. That should be something I would have thought the member for
South-West Coast would actually be quite pleased about, be quite celebratory about—the fact that we
have done something that no-one in the world has done. No-one has done this, right? If there was a
podium, we would be at the top of the leaderboard. We would be on the podium right now because of
the stronger leadership shown and the strategy—and it has worked. As I said, you would think those
opposite were not supportive of this outcome.
This bill is very important. There is a wonderful book called Why Nations Fail. The thesis of the book
Why Nations Fail is that where you have got exclusive political institutions and you have got exclusive
economic institutions, nations fail where the government of the day, the state, turns around and says,
‘We’re not going to have you participate in the political process. We’re not going to let you participate
in the economic process. We will exclude you from economic institutions’. And education is at the
core of that.
Acting Speaker McGuire, I know you get this because you grew up in Broadmeadows on a public
housing estate. Probably the conversations that my parents were in when I was born were not that
dissimilar to the ones that your parents had. I remember friends of my parents earnestly telling my
parents—my father was a butcher and my mother worked in a factory—‘Don’t worry, your son will
never go to university’. Maybe they were trying to be helpful. Maybe they were trying to say, ‘Don’t
worry about maybe having to save up to pay for university’. Maybe it was ‘Don’t worry about the fact
that your son will have to be focused on finishing high school’. As Bruce Springsteen said in The
River, I was raised to do what my father did. That was the view. If you came from a working-class
household, if you came from the wrong side of the tracks, you were destined to fulfil and live the life
that your father led and your grandfather led. That was the view.
One of the great reasons why we have had so many decades of profound economic prosperity has been
participation. There are three keys: there is productivity, there is participation and there is population,
but participation has been critical, and why it has been critical is that we have recognised the important
role that women play in driving economic growth. We recognise the fact that when you give smart
women the opportunity to reach their potential, to go and get a good education, to enter the workforce
and to be encouraged to stay in the workforce when they marry and to stay in the workforce when they
have children, then lo and behold economic prosperity flows from that.
It is a similar story with the great migration waves of the 1950s and 60s and into the 70s as well. We
had inclusive economic institutions which allowed those asylum seekers, those arrivals, to come and
participate, and that has led to an enormous amount of growth and prosperity. We get here because we
allow the opportunity for women and minority groups to excel and succeed, and that is why education
plays such a vital role, and it is always Labor governments that make these sorts of investments. It is
always Labor that brings bills like this to the house—which was denigrated in the contribution made
by the member for South-West Coast earlier—because we recognise the vitally important role that
education plays.
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The member said in her contribution that we are not doing enough in education. The former
government spent on average $200 million a year in capital expenditure on schools through the
education portfolio between 2010 and 2014. So far under this government the figure is $7.2 billion. I
can tell you for a fact, and I know the member for Tarneit will agree with me on this point, that when
your community sees a government investing in a school, when they start to see the new portables or
the new buildings or the new curriculum or the fresh coat of paint, it gives them confidence and they
say, ‘Well, look, that school is actually going places. I’m going to send my kid there. I’m going to
actually participate in that’. It means that we can be in a position where you have got that great growth
and prosperity that happens.
Ms Connolly interjected.
Mr PEARSON: Indeed, member for Tarneit, it is generational change, because it is about making
sure that no matter where the child lives—it does not matter how big your parents’ bank balance is, it
does not matter which postcode you reside in, it does not matter whether you are a tenant or a landlord
or whether you live in public housing or social housing or private housing or a private rental—if you
are a smart kid and you apply yourself and you are disciplined and you are focused, there is a pathway
for you.
We have always believed in that, because we believe in the power of education. It is the same reason
why there are so many women on this side of the house—we recognise that you need to have
affirmative action. You need to have targets. You need to encourage and foster the pathway for women
to reach their potential through that institutional change. We bring bills like this because we believe in
that, and we are invariably opposed by the party of the male, the pale and the stale—those opposite
who consistently oppose what we bring forward.
That is why we make these investments, and you can always judge a government by the way it spends
its money and through its budgetary allocations and the investments that it makes. It was a Labor
government that made the recognition, and, Acting Speaker, you have spoken of this at length because
you and I have had this conversation about the importance of the first thousand days of a child’s life.
That is why we brought in universal access. It is why we established a national quality framework for
early years—for kindergarten. That is what we did, because we recognised that if you have got a child
from an impoverished background, from a poorer background or from a disadvantaged background,
having quality education and being in a safe, nurturing environment makes all the difference.
At every step of the way it has been the federal coalition government that has dragged the chain. They
will not sign up. They dither. They roll it over for 12 months—‘Oh, an election is coming. We might
cop it if we don’t do the right thing. We’ll just roll it over. Our heart’s not in it’. Why? They do not
believe in it. They do not believe in education. They do not believe in giving people like you and I the
opportunity to reach our potential, because they are opposed to it. You can see the way they treat their
own women in their own party. They exclude women from their party. They do not want women to
be participating in this democratic process, and that is why they are so weak and that is why they are
so vulnerable.
If you look at the polling figures today for the Leader of the Opposition, they are indicative of a party
that is in strife, that has lost its way. Despite all the slings and the arrows and the barbs that those
opposite have thrown, we have never deviated and we have never been distracted by the great mission
that has been bestowed upon us. We have worked tirelessly to try and find a way to tackle this second
wave, and we have done that. There is more work to be done, there is an economic recovery that is
underway and we have got to get people back to work. But do you know what? My government—this
government, our government, our great party—is committed to these endeavours, and we will not shy
away and we will not shirk our responsibility. We know the task that is before us. But when we have
got talented women like the member for Tarneit and the member for Macedon, when we have got a
diverse and vibrant caucus and when we have got Sheena Watt, who is going to take her place in the
other place and give her inaugural speech tomorrow night, that is why we are strong. Through our
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differences we have strength. We are rich and we are better for the fact that these outstanding women
have joined us. We have got diversity on our side and we have got strength on our side, and that is
why we bring bills like this—because we care and we know this is about generational change.
Those opposite can play their tawdry games, they can have their pathetic little stunts, and do you know
what? The people are not stupid; they see right through them. When they saw what the opposition had
done over the last few months, they just said, ‘No, enough is enough’, and they made their verdict very
clear in terms of this recent polling in relation to the Leader of the Opposition’s performance. This is
bread-and-butter Labor politics. It is a bill I am proud of. It is a bill I am proud to support, and I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (15:38): I rise to make some comments on the Education and
Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020, and what a load of absolute gobbledegook did we hear from
the member for Essendon just now—all platitudes about how wonderful this government is in
providing support to students. Well, Acting Speaker, obviously the member for Essendon has not
actually been out to any of his schools and found out just how tough many of those kids have been
doing it since the 112 days of lockdown that they have all experienced—all having to homeschool and
all having to utilise the kinds of systems remotely that have put them way, way behind. It is very, very
interesting to hear the government patting themselves on the back. We saw the Premier last night open
a bottle of Scotch and have a couple of doughnuts to celebrate the success of 780 deaths—780 deaths,
and that is what the Premier of Victoria is celebrating. What an absolute disgrace. What a joke that
this Premier should celebrate those that have lost lives—an absolute disgrace.
If you look at education, if you look at these kids that have absolutely suffered, what is this government
doing? Seven months they have been behind. You look at the other states. This government is very
quick to say, ‘Look at Europe, look at America and look at Victoria. Europe and America—they’re
all completely locked down. They’re all having thousands of cases—and look at Victoria. Let’s pat
ourselves on the back’. Well, how about looking at New South Wales? How about looking at
Queensland? Do not go across the water; go across the border and have a look at what is happening in
the other states. Are their kids locked down? Are their kids remote learning? Are their kids
disadvantaged? Our kids in Victoria have been disadvantaged for seven months—they are seven
months behind the rest of the country—and what have the Premier and the Labor government
provided? Three hours of tutoring—well, that is going to catch you up, isn’t it? ‘We’ll give you 3 hours
of tutoring, and you’ll be able to catch up with the rest of the country’. What an absolute disgrace.
And now we have our VCE students that have had the most broken year imaginable, the final year in
which they would have been having their debutante balls, their valedictory dinners—that kind of
enjoyment—as well as the preparation for the busiest exam period, the most stressful exam period
probably that they will ever see. We know how tough it is for them and their families, and I want to
give a special big shout-out to my electorate, to the people of Caulfield, that are doing it really, really
tough right now. I know because they have been contacting me.
And what does this government do? This government brings a bill before the house to provide more
people to assess the VCE exams, to ensure that we can have more people to supervise those exams.
But all of those kids have to sit in an exam for 3 hours wearing a mask, no exemptions. They have to
apply for an exemption if they can. There has been no opportunity to look at other ways to be able to
do things, because the rest of the country are not wearing masks during their final-year exams. None
of them are. There has been no ability to look at social distancing, putting bigger spaces in place so
these kids that are already anxious, that are already stressed, do not have to stick a mask on their face.
This minister has absolutely lost the plot. He is not listening. The Minister for Education is not listening
and has not listened.
Now, I have had a number of students that have contacted me in my electorate—and they are not just
from Caulfield but from a whole range of other electorates as well—calling on the government, saying,
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‘You know what, during this most stressful period of our exams, please give us that opportunity’. This
includes likes of Evelyn Ganske, who said to me:
I am so proud of young adults appearing in a video that we put together of year 12 students that don’t have to
conform, be proud of their voice and staying strong.

Ethan said:
Cheers, David, for highlighting the big worry of mine. Hopefully this will make a difference. Great initiative,
David, for fighting for young people across the state that are forced to wear a mask.

Lisa Dole said:
Well, just a suggestion. Go to DHHS website, print out a wearing mask exemption, and take it with you to
the exams. Best of luck to you all.

So take your chance—print out a Department of Health and Human Services exemption. Dolly then
went on to say:
Great to hear the voice of students who are not okay with wearing masks. My year 9 boy will go back to
school on Monday, and I cannot imagine letting him going on wearing a mask the whole day. And he doesn’t
feel comfortable with that too. But he has told me even if he gets an exemption, he could be bullied.

So on the one hand, you print off an exemption and away you go. These kids will be turning up in the
most stressful time of their lives, sitting through a 3-hour exam, puffing and panting, some of them
having to wear glasses and trying to do the exam, wanting to ask an examiner a question through a
mask. I mean, heaven forbid—haven’t these kids gone through enough? Haven’t they gone through
enough—a little bit of compassion from the government that talks up how good they are at education.
What about listening to year 12 kids? What about listening to these kids that are all saying, ‘Please
listen to us. Give us the option’. If you want to wear a mask, wear a mask. If you want to have a room
where everyone wears a mask, provide that too, but be flexible.
There have been so many contradictions in the rules that this government have been making up as they
go along. We could have 1200 people to a horserace, but to these kids doing VCE in the toughest
period of many of their lives, with their future in terms of their course reliant on those results, they say
they are not going to look after them, they are not going to help them out. They are just going to say,
‘Bad luck, Charlie. Wear a mask. This is what we’re doing’. And what does this government do? It
comes up on the eve of these exams and says, ‘You know what? We’ll look after the students. We’ll
provide you more examiners’. Thank you very much! What about more rooms? What about more
space? If you have got more examiners, let us open up some more places where these kids can actually
space themselves out in a COVID-safe way—and I stress in a COVID-safe way—like they do in New
South Wales, in Queensland, in South Australia and in all the other states.
This government has been proud to say, ‘Zero cases today, zero cases yesterday’, and I stand alongside
the government, because I am very, very happy that we have got zero cases—absolutely happy that
we have got zero cases. But you know what? If this government trust their contact tracing, if they trust
themselves and if they back themselves, then let us act like the other states. Let us act like New South
Wales, Queensland and the other states and allow ourselves to operate in the same way. Do not
disadvantage our kids. Do not penalise our kids by making kids from Victoria different from New
South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania and the rest. Do not disadvantage them. These
kids have been through enough. We want our kids to be the best. We want to put Victoria first; we
want to put Victorians first.
This government does not care. They want you to believe that they care. They want you to believe that
they care but they do not. The big difference with this government is they do not reward hard work.
They do not reward effort. What they want to do is say, ‘You know what? You’ve been locked up for
112 days—take a bit more. Cop a bit more. Bad luck, Charlie’. But you know what? The Premier can
have a scotch and some doughnuts, patting himself on the back after all of his press conferences where
he has given us SFA. That is what he has done—given us nothing, absolutely nothing. That is what
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this Premier has done, given us a big doughnut himself—a big doughnut. Victorians have been
absolutely let down by this Premier, a horrible Premier, with policy failure like we have never seen in
this state before.
This government and all of these members of Parliament from the government, from the Labor side,
will stand up and say how wonderful this government has been during this pandemic and how
wonderful they are. They are citing polls to say, ‘Look, everyone trusts us’. Well, you know what—
with the second wave, the hotel quarantine, would the Premier have needed to actually have an inquiry
if he had not buggered it up the first time? Would we need to have the Coate inquiry? I do not think
so. Would we have a Minister for Health sacked, sent away packing? The member for Essendon says,
‘We look after females on this side’. Well, you did not look after the health minister, did you? You
sent her on her way. This is the most contradictory government you have ever seen, a bunch of
hypocrites that say, ‘We look after women’ but boot the health minister—‘Off you go, on your way’.
That is what this lot do. And Jane Garrett in the other place, the former Minister for Emergency
Services. What did they want? An axe to her head. You know what—that is a disgrace. It hurts, doesn’t
it, member for Essendon? It hurts.
Mr Pearson: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, I ask the member to withdraw. I find that
comment offensive.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Connolly): There is no point of order.
Mr SOUTHWICK: Thank you. In my concluding remarks, what I will say is what I take offence
at is a member for Essendon that is a disgrace, talking up a government that has failed Victorians. That
is what you have done, member for Essendon. Member for Essendon, you have failed Victorians.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (15:49): ‘Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of
a fire’: they are the beautiful words of the Nobel laureate, the Irishman William Butler Yeats. So let
us return the debate to what we are on about here in the Parliament and another piece of legislation, as
it has been described by the Minister for Creative Industries, in a long history of Labor reforms. How
do you add value? How do you give greater opportunity? This bill itself looks at support for VCE.
We all know this is a year unlike any other that has been faced in this state and the efforts that the
government has made to try and give support to VCE students. We want to thank them, their parents,
the principals and the schools for the incredible effort that they have put in. Then you have remote and
flexible learning, and you have the necessary mental health support that was backed in there as well
to take care of what has gone on.
I would like to particularly acknowledge the schools and the communities in Melbourne’s north. In
the state district of Broadmeadows we have got Sirius College, Ilim College and Dallas Brooks
Community Primary School. Their response to the outbreak has been fantastic—to be able to have so
many people tested and to be able to make sure that in the last two days there have been no new cases
of the coronavirus and no deaths—that has been a relief to the entire state and to the nation. You have
got the Prime Minister of Australia, beyond partisanship, saying, ‘Well done’.
That is really the position that the Victorian government has taken. We are still fighting a new virus that
is a mysterious virus. We have to have an abundance of caution with how this evolves. We see it on the
television news every night—you just have to tune in, have a look at what is happening in other places
in the world. So it is in a cautious way that we actually address what has occurred, and that has been the
Premier’s position all along, and the minister’s. I think it is an apt time to acknowledge everybody who
has put in night-and-day commitments to actually try to suppress this virus to get us to a position where
we are now about to open up and come out from lockdown. That is what it has been about. There has
been no celebration beyond that. It is relief to people, and that is overwhelmingly the way it has gone
throughout the state. As I say, nationally and internationally it will be studied, because the world is in
literally a trial-and-error experiment on how to address COVID-19.
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So that is the context in which we speak to this legislation. It has been an interesting debate, looking
at various views on what education means and the commitment that you put into it. It is not just about
lifelong learning; it is about life itself. That is what education is, that great gift that you get. And I do
want to recognise how in different areas we have to make sure that everyone is taken care of. Talent
is not defined by demographics, but too often in the past opportunity has been. I want to really thank
the government for the effort and resources that have been put in to try and address what we need next.
When we look at the comeback, what are we going to do? How are we going to get the new industries
and jobs, and how do we have the lifelong learning for all of that? Well, advanced manufacturing is
critical, and I have congratulated the Australian government for investing $1.5 billion into advanced
manufacturing, because of course we want it. And what is one of the key reasons? Because we need
scale. How did we lose scale? We lost the automotive industry, and that had a huge impact on the
community that I represent when the Ford Motor Company closed four years ago. But we are coming
back, and part of it will be how we connect into the community, get the new industries and jobs and
line up the skills. I want to acknowledge the minister in the other place, Gayle Tierney, for all of her
efforts to try and invest in skills, to invest in training, and I am hoping that that will come down into
my community to the Kangan Institute, because this is critical. We lost $25 million out of that Kangan
Institute as a TAFE at a time when we were going through deindustrialisation. So that really had a
huge impact.
So how do we try and connect up, get those jobs back and see how we can actually address the skills
that we need for the future? When we look at it, one of the other contributions—I think it was the
member for Hawthorn’s—made the point that ‘a good VCAL will always trump a mediocre VCE’.
Ms Thomas: A very good point.
Mr McGUIRE: Yes, the member for Macedon is right. It is a very good point because it is all
about getting the right skills for each individual and it is all about giving them the sense of achievement
and the sense of meaning that education delivers. I have said numerous times that a lot of people are
smarter with their hands. That is exactly what we need to harness now, and that is exactly what we
need to do to say: what will Australia make? What are the jobs going to be? Where do you fit? What
gives you personal meaning? I want to acknowledge that point. You are quite right. You do not want
a year of drudgery when you can have a year that is far more meaningful and ultimately creative and
productive for you as an individual. So they are some of the issues that play out in this bill.
If you look at it, it is about: how do we advance standards and how do we take care of those who are
doing their VCE this year, and year 11 as well? I know from my community and also from my
family—I have got two nephews who are going through all of this—that it has been an incredibly
difficult time for communities and for families to stick together and stay the course. Now we see that
they will get through this year, and this will be incredibly important.
It is about the longevity of commitment: how do we set up people for their life? How do we give them
the connection to opportunity? That is what education is all about. How do we change now to the
digital economy? How do we advance the creative industries? And how do we use technology and
harness that? Using the triple helix model to connect industry, government and the big institutions is
a really important way to create something that will be I think a greater legacy out of this pandemic—
the use of greater digitisation. The community that I represent has been devastated by globalisation
and digitisation, so we have to keep evolving, we have to keep driving through the creative destruction
to get to the creative industries at the other side of that, and technology will be absolutely critical.
You can dismiss such bills as being not of great import as single entities, but it is just another piece in
seeing the bigger picture, and that is what the Labor Party strives for. We have had contributions that
have addressed all of that. It does not matter where you come from; we will give you the chance. The
best chance in life is the chance where you get to have lifelong learning for skills, jobs and meaning.
And we will try and take care of your health. The social determinants of health are well known. We
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have got to go into these communities to make sure that people are connected. How do we connect the
disconnected so they do feel part of it? Technology is a key driver in that.
Then we say also with sport and music and arts: here is how you connect into a team and feel part of
a community. That is really part of the sub-theme to what has happened in Victoria: the overwhelming
majority of people have been standing up for the Enlightenment against the counter-Enlightenment.
Fake news will not protect you. It is no use saying, ‘Take bleach’. It is no use joking about these sorts
of things. You have got to back the science. You have got to be factually accurate and evidence based,
and then you can make decisions that will stand the test of time. I commend this bill to the house.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (15:59): I am pleased to contribute on the Education and
Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020. To build on the comments of members of this house, this is
an important issue that we are discussing today, because during this pandemic young people,
teenagers, have been deeply impacted by the stay-at-home restrictions that have been placed upon
them and also in terms of the impact on their education. I have been able to watch this through the
prism of my own three children, and this week marks the first week in weeks if not months that I have
actually had all three children back in their classrooms. Some children are resilient, some are less so,
but all children, regardless of their personal circumstances, have faced significant challenges with
remote learning—not just the use of technology but the fact that they are not with their friends, not
directly engaging with their teachers, not participating in those extracurricular activities at school,
which are so important in the lives of children.
We know that children can adapt and children can deal with these issues for days or weeks, but the
fact that it has spread into months has had a huge impact on young people. I know that for those senior
members of the education system, those students in year 11 and 12, this is a specifically challenging
period. For my own son, who is currently sitting his year 11 exams and will be sitting a units 3/4 exam
in a couple of weeks, he and his friends have been deeply challenged in this current situation. They
have been trying to deal with all of those challenges of a year 11 education in very trying
circumstances. I would like to place on record my thanks to schools, to teachers and to the
administrators across our education sector, whether they are in government or non-government
schools. They have done a mountain of work to support young people, but we know many young
people have been challenged during this period.
This bill is seeking to provide clarity around the employment of casual and sessional workers during
the exam period. It is a very stressful time for young people. It is imperative that the government,
through the education department, through our school network, do whatever it can to try to make it
easier for young people through the stressful situation of their end-of-year exams. The issue around
marks is just one example where the government, through the department, needs to identify
mechanisms to provide flexibility in a COVID-safe way to relieve some stress on young people.
For all of us who are parents, we know that different issues will trigger children. Some will not be
concerned by the wearing of masks, but other children will be. The government needs to be mindful of
taking on board the concerns of young people in providing options and flexibility. The tradition of simply
doing an exam in one room—we need to look at alternatives during this difficult period. I know that
many children are stressed at the moment, and schools are working with those young people in order to
try to make it easier for them. But, I mean, for heaven’s sake, if we can provide some flexibility around
mask wearing, for example, for those students that are stressed by this, then let us work with the young
people, because this is about their end-of-year exams. For year 11 students this will have a significant
impact on where they will be placed going into year 12, and for our year 12 students this is going to be
the lead-up to determine where they go next year in terms of their education if they choose to—what
university place they will potentially get and whether they in fact will get into the course of their choice.
Students are very stressed about these things at the moment, and we need to ensure that we are doing
everything in our power to support young people, whether or not the actions of the department are done
in a way to actually directly hurt young people. I think in the circumstances it behoves all of us—it
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behoves the department, it behoves the government—to work with schools to provide these alternatives,
because we need to be doing whatever we can to provide support to young people.
I know from my discussions with Kids Helpline that across the nation there has been a 24 per cent
increase in young people accessing Kids Helpline looking for support. Here in Victoria that figure is
30 per cent. And today the Minister for Mental Health, who is also the Minister for Education,
confirmed to the Parliament the increasing accessing by young people of mental health services and
the requirement for additional help and support. Parents around the state will know of the impact that
the lockdown has had on their own children. It is imperative that the government does what it can to
work with young people.
The other thing I just wish to place on record is that schools have done an enormous amount of work,
and I want to pay tribute to all of the schools not only in my electorate but across Victoria. I have been
contacted by some schools, however, who have been financially challenged during this period. In fact
a school has raised with me a situation where they not only have been required to pay out of their SRP,
or their student resource package, for casual relief staff who would normally have been employed
during the period of the lockdown of schools but in fact in term 4 have been required by the department
to employ a casual relief teacher based on their activities of the previous year despite the fact that they
actually do not require that staff member on their books. So they have been forced by the department
to employ an additional staff member, who is effectively sitting in a classroom alongside another
teacher. They have been required by the department to employ someone during this period of the
pandemic response. The school is gravely concerned by this situation because that money is not being
refunded to them by the department. They have had to pay for this out of their package, which has
meant thousands of dollars that has been paid in wages for a staff member they did not require has in
fact not been able to be spent on other activities that the school wanted to spend the money on in the
lead-up to the end of the year during this very difficult period. I just wish to place that on record. I
think it is imperative that the department looks at that important issue to provide support to those
schools across the state that are in that situation.
I come back to where I started on this bill. Education has been a challenge this year. We all
acknowledge that on all sides of the chamber. We understand that schools have done an enormous
amount of work, given the difficulties that they have been in. Zoom, Teams, Webex—whatever
package they have used, they have adapted, they have learned. Certainly from the first lockdown my
own children’s schools learned from their experience how they could improve their education, and
they adapted that for the second period. I am sure this technology will be utilised by education into the
future. The schools I talk to actually say there have been great learnings that they have taken from this
on how they can improve education into the future. But students have suffered mentally. Some
students will suffer educationally, and it is imperative that we do whatever we can to work with those
students. Masks are just one example. Let us work with the children and young people in the lead-up
to their exams to try to take that extra burden off them. It is a difficult time, it is a very difficult period,
and it is imperative that the education department works with the schools to ensure that young people
who want to work in a COVID-safe manner without a mask have the capacity to do so. That is in the
best interests of young people, and I really call upon the government to take this matter seriously.
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (16:08): I am very pleased to rise this afternoon to speak on this bill,
and I would like to thank my colleague and friend the member for Broadmeadows for bringing some
decorum back to this debate after the hysterical contribution by the member for Caulfield in this
chamber. In times of crisis, in the time of a global pandemic, what the people of this state need is calm
and steady leadership. They need leadership more than ever from their members of Parliament,
whatever side of the house they sit on. What the member for Caulfield demonstrated is that he is
incapable of displaying that. In fact he has gone out of his way to stir up concern with young people
in his electorate—
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Mr Southwick: On a point of order, Speaker, I ask that you bring the member back to the bill. This
bill is not an opportunity to attack the opposition but to actually talk about the contents of the bill that
the government has brought before the house. I ask you to bring her back to the bill, please.
The SPEAKER: Order! There is a fine line between responding to other items raised in debate and
attacking those opposite. I just ask the member to carefully maintain her focus on the bill.
Ms THOMAS: Thank you very much, Speaker. I will, though, continue to make comment on
some of the contributions that were made before mine. As I said, what I heard from the member for
Caulfield’s contribution was that in fact he has gone out of his way to cause anxiety for the young
people in his electorate by indeed polling them on masks.
Mr Southwick: On a point of order, Speaker, I actually take offence that the member has said I am
causing my constituents—VCE students—anxiety. It is a very, very important issue for VCE students
that are already under a lot of stress at the moment, and I ask the member to withdraw that comment.
The SPEAKER: I cannot ask the member to withdraw that comment. There are some very clear
previous rulings around the requirement to withdraw. The member is responding to an issue raised in
debate.
Ms THOMAS: I am, as I said, very pleased to be able to speak on the bill, but I would just make
one further aside, and that is obviously that the member for Caulfield is not in the WhatsApp group
that got the message about masks. The member for Croydon has come out today fully in support of
masks. So perhaps you might want to consult with your caucus colleagues on the position of the
Liberal Party when it comes to keeping students, young people and their teachers safe in this most
difficult of years.
If we want to look for examples of great leadership during this dreadful time, then we need look no
further than to our schools. What we have seen and what I have experienced firsthand in my own
electorate is that the principals, those amazing school leaders in our community, have worked non-stop
to make sure that this year has been the best possible year it could be for both their staff and their
students. It does not matter what size the school is. It does not matter if it is a government or a
non-government school. I want to record my thanks in particular to the school leaders who have
managed staff and students at school, staff and students at home, staff and students back at school and
staff at schools and students at home. And thankfully, as of yesterday, every Victorian child is back at
school where they belong, where we know that they will thrive.
I am going to be the first to say that it has been a really difficult year for so many children, but that is
why the Andrews government has worked so hard to put in place so many provisions to ensure that
we can give every student the best possible chance to succeed this year and to achieve at the level of
their full potential. I am very proud that the minister moved so quickly to make an announcement that
every VCE student will be individually assessed, so that it will not just be their marks in their exams
but their teachers will be asked to also consider whether or not their exam results reflect the general
ability of that child. Of course that was why we were so cautious in ensuring that year 12 students
could return to sit the general achievement test, because that is a very important tool also in ensuring
that VCE students are assessed on their ability, despite all of the challenges that COVID has presented.
Now again, talking leadership, in my electorate we have had a number of schools that were closed as
a consequence of COVID, and I particularly want to call out the principal of Gisborne Secondary
College, the largest school in my electorate—everything that a great government school is. It has got
a student population heading towards 1200. It has a comprehensive curriculum, which means that
every child in my community has the opportunity to study their interests, the things that they love, and
to follow their passions, whether it be in science or performing arts, in trades—electronics—or in
literature. Whatever you want, you can achieve at Gisborne Secondary College. Despite that school
being closed, and I rang John a number of times, he was always unflappable. I got nothing but
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compliments from many parents about the way he led the community through that very frightening
time—it being the first school in my electorate that was affected by COVID.
Can I also thank all of our teachers and staff at schools—and their unions, the Australian Education
Union and the Independent Education Union, both great representative bodies of our school staff—
again for their versatility and for the way in which those teachers and staff have taken in their stride
the things that have happened this year. It has not been without difficulty. We all know that. There
have been days when teachers I am sure have been tearing their hair out wondering how they are going
to get through this very challenging year. I want to talk about two local friends, Brad Chivell at
Sunbury Downs Secondary College and Anna Treasure at Daylesford Secondary College, both of
whom on separate occasions have said to me that for all of the challenges of this year it has been the
best professional development experience of their lives. There is nothing like being thrown in at the
deep end to find in yourself new talents, skills and resilience that you never knew you had.
To parents: I know it has been really, really tough for so many of you, but again can I just share that
many people have said to me that they have loved the opportunity to really connect with their children,
particularly their teenagers, to better understand what really goes on at school and to appreciate the
hard work and professionalism of our teachers. I think also, and again I have been told this, many men
have had an opportunity to spend precious time with their children. We are all going to look back at
2020 and say, ‘My God, how did we ever get through that year? Can you believe what we did?’. But
I do want to point out that there have been some moments during this year that we must keep hold of,
remember, treasure and try and replicate as we go forward.
Finally, to the kids: you are, as always, amazing. The kids will be all right, because this government
is there for them. I am so proud that we are putting our tutors into schools—4100. I was so excited by
this announcement that I rang one of the advisers in the minister’s office on that day and said, ‘Can I
do it?’, forgetting of course that I do not count the years since I taught in years anymore but more in
decades and that in fact it is a requirement that one be a registered teacher. Nonetheless, I think this is
a brilliant initiative, and it has been so well received in my community.
To our school communities, the kids, the parents, the teachers, the school leaders: on behalf of the
people of Macedon I thank all of you, because you have shown leadership. You could teach those on
the other side some lessons about true leadership in the time of crisis.
This is an important bill. I commend it to the house, and I thank everyone in the education community
for the way they have handled and managed themselves through this quite difficult and challenging
year.
The SPEAKER: Now is an appropriate time to take a half-hour break for the cleaning of the
chamber. I just remind members to take their personal belongings with them while the chamber is
being cleaned. The bells will ring in half an hour.
Sitting suspended 4.19 pm until 4.51 pm.
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (16:51): I am pleased to rise this afternoon to make a contribution in
relation to the Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020, and as was eloquently outlined
by our lead speaker, the member for Eildon—she has gone through that in great detail—it is a very
straightforward and simple bill. I particularly want to turn my comments this afternoon to the students
of the class of 2020. It has, without any doubt in everybody’s mind, been one of the most challenging
years for all of us but certainly for students here in Victoria. They have had an incredibly disrupted
year for obvious reasons, with many, many weeks spent learning at home or learning remotely and
under very challenging conditions.
I particularly wanted to pay tribute to two cohorts of the class of 2020, and that is the year 12 cohort,
who in their final year of school would have had much anticipation as they commenced the year 2020,
and also to the year 6 students, who similarly, as they started this year entering their final year of
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primary school, would have had much expectation as well. So for those two cohorts I think it has been
a particularly difficult time, because they have missed a lot of the one-off events that go with being in
either the final year of primary school or the final year of secondary school—and nothing can replace
that, sadly. I suppose in the next few weeks, as the students are now back at school, the teachers and
others involved with the school will do their very best to make sure that that turns into as normal a
time as possible for those students. But I really do feel for them having missed a lot of those key events
during the year—school camps and, for the year 12s particularly, valedictory dinners and other things.
Hopefully, they might be able to do them remotely or do them under some other guise and
circumstance, but to miss debutante balls and to miss other key events which are irreplaceable would
be very disappointing for those students. But nevertheless that is life, and I am sure through the midst
of that they would have built character as they have faced those challenges. Many here in the chamber
understand that, having had children at school during this last 12 months.
I particularly want to pay tribute also to the teachers and the other employees at the schools who work
so very, very hard. The principals I think of particularly, as well as the teachers, the teaching aides and
everybody associated with the school—the school council members and other volunteers around the
school—because they have also had an extremely difficult year, particularly the principals, as they
have had to manage the whole school environment for their students. Most of my principals that I have
spoken to during the course of the year have had some students at school for the various reasons of the
exemptions that were granted and necessary reasons to be there—perhaps children of essential workers
and other such things, with complex domestic environments perhaps—and then of course they had to
have remote teaching as well. So the teachers themselves have had to really stretch themselves. I know
within my family one of my relatives is a teacher, and he has certainly been challenged, as he has had
to look at his senior students particularly and deal with them, come up with curriculum options that
would suit them and make sure that they were learning at the appropriate level despite the fact that
they were not on the campus at the time.
For all those people involved in schools, it has been an extraordinary year and, as I said, particularly
for the principals. They have had to manage it all. They have had to manage teachers that were unable
to attend for various reasons, perhaps for medical reasons themselves, perhaps for age-related reasons
or other reasons, and even as the schools come back they have still had to deal with those ongoing
challenges—some staff members perhaps are not, in a physical capacity, able to re-attend the school
and to take up their responsibilities. So it has been a bit of a nightmare year for virtually the whole
education sector and of course for the whole community here in Victoria regardless.
I think it is well worth putting on record my gratitude to certainly my local schools within the Forest
Hill district—21 schools. I have got four secondary colleges, three state and one Catholic; three special
schools; and 14 primary schools, including three Catholic primary schools. So I have a very diverse
range of schools within my district. All of them are excellent institutions with people that are extremely
diligent. They work very, very hard, the teachers and the wonderful communities with lots of families,
and there is other support from the parents associations and other associated groups that are working
hard for the betterment of the student of the day. If I hark back to my own experience, I spent 15 years
on the school council of a large school out in the eastern suburbs, and for seven of those I was the
chairman. So I understand very well how complicated and complex schools can be. There are a lot of
moving parts and there are a lot of things to manage, including of course, from a school council point
of view, the budget matters. That is another issue that any school principal and the school chairman
and board have to deal with. These days, with the demands on finances, there is absolutely no shortage
of challenges in that regard too.
Speaking of finances, I note that we have got the budget coming up at some unknown future time.
No-one seems to know, and the Treasurer is not telling anyone. Perhaps he has not worked it out yet
or perhaps the Premier has not instructed him on that, but no-one seems to know when the state budget
will be. I am certainly going to be looking with great anticipation at the state budget and be very
hopeful that within that budget there will be some significant funding for some of the schools in the
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Forest Hill district, because goodness knows we certainly need some funding. I have been calling for
many, many years for adequate funding to be made to some of my schools that have got some very
deficient infrastructure, and particularly some ageing situations there with leaking roofs and other
infrastructure that has just not kept up with the enormous growth that we have seen in many of the
schools in the Forest Hill district. I just implore the Treasurer to make sure that he has allocated funds
for schools in the Forest Hill district. We just cannot get that money soon enough so that we can get
these facilities up to scratch and hopefully get the works undertaken in the 2021 year with a look to
the 2022 school year, because there is no doubt that the current government has neglected many of
those schools. It is quite disgraceful what is going on there.
In relation to other matters, I noted with great interest the press release of the Premier on 13 October
2020, because he has told us all year that despite the fact that Victorian students have had a much
longer time away from the classroom than other jurisdictions everything is fine—‘There’ll be no
problems’. And then on 13 October 2020 we get a press release from the Premier saying, and I quote,
‘Thousands of tutors to bring students up to speed’. That goes on and talks about more than 4100 tutors
being deployed across schools in 2021. And that right there—as soon as I saw this I thought, ‘What
an admission of failure by the Premier and by the education minister’. They have said there is nothing
wrong, the children can be taught at home and it will not have any negative impact on their education—
there will be no detriment to them. But lo and behold, just a few weeks later we find out that they are
going to be putting out a $250 million package to employ these 4100 tutors to ensure that Victorian
students have not fallen behind or become disengaged. I think that is the biggest admission of failure
from the Premier and the Minister for Education. It goes on towards the end and talks about how:
Schools will determine how tutoring support is best implemented in their school. The tutors will provide
targeted teaching to students, with a focus on literacy and numeracy as these are the foundational skills.

That is a significant understatement, isn’t it? If you have got students that have gone through the year
and have had big gaps in their literacy and numeracy, heaven help them, because those are key
foundational elements of a child’s education, whether it is in very early primary school or whether it
is at any stage during secondary schooling. They are key building blocks, and they must be put in place
properly. So this document, this press release, was just an admission of failure, and it just shows how
the decisions that the government has made in the education area are going to negatively impact upon
the class of 2020.
So let me conclude where I started, with the fact that 2020 will go down in history as the toughest year
for probably most Australians—probably most people in the world actually—but certainly for most
Victorians and absolutely for most Victorian students. For those that are sitting exams now, for those
that have got exams coming up in the next few weeks—and particularly I think of the VCE levels of
year 11 and year 12—I wish them all the very best as they get through these exams in the most difficult
circumstances and then as they look to see what 2021 holds.
Ms CONNOLLY (Tarneit) (17:01): It gives me a great deal of pleasure to join my colleagues
today to stand here and speak in favour of the Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020.
Like the member for Broadmeadows and the member for Essendon talked about—and, dare I say, as
the member for Essendon pointed out, Bruce Springsteen talked about—being born on the wrong side
of the tracks: that was me. I was born on the wrong side of the tracks, and my gender was female, so
technically, without a great education, I should not be here in this place. And that is why if there is one
thing that our Labor team has in common it is that we love to be here in this place and we love to speak
about education, and we love to speak about our Labor government’s commitment to delivering a firstclass education to every child in this great state of Victoria.
We are building the Education State—and I do not just mean through bricks and mortar. But let us face
it, it will be through bricks and mortar that we are building 100 new schools right across Victoria,
including in my patch out in Tarneit. But most importantly, we are committed to building and expanding
the minds of our kids, our students, whether it is in their first thousand days in their kinder classroom
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or in their primary or high school. We are delivering every child, regardless of their postcode, a worldclass education, and in patches like mine in the outer west, that counts for something.
Let me tell you what else counts for something—our dedicated and passionate teaching staff. It never
ceases to amaze me in this place that those opposite can never muster one positive story to tell about a
young person, to tell about a student in their electorate at their local schools. I have to say, that says
more about them than the students right across their electorates. This is a global pandemic. We have
never stood here and said that it would not be without sacrifice. Things have not been perfect; they have
not been perfect across the world. But we have done our best, and Victorians have risen to the occasion.
It was just last week that I was having another great conversation with principals right across my
electorate—in fact principals from Baden Powell College, The Grange P–12 College and Tarneit
Senior College—and we joined the CEO of Foodbank Victoria. We wanted to talk about the
importance of food security in the outer west and for kids in Wyndham, and it was absolutely
remarkable to me to again be blown away by the absolute determination and leadership that our
teaching staff here in Victoria continue to show. In fact I am not sure if you are aware that many
principals right across my local schools have been putting together food hampers in collaboration with
Foodbank Victoria as part of this pandemic. This is not only to deliver to those students who were
learning from home as part of their remote learning but to deliver these to students that they knew
were vulnerable, whose families were doing it tough and whose families could not always be putting
wholesome food on the table. Now, teachers would create these hampers and drive them to the houses
of their most vulnerable students, and this was a perfect way for them to be able to do a check-in of
kids most at risk. This was just another example of how truly remarkable our teaching staff have been
during this pandemic.
The first key change that this bill does implement is in relation to the Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Authority and their role and powers in hiring teachers as fixed, casual or sessional
employees to assist them in administering the VCE program across all Victorian secondary schools,
and it is great to be able to talk about the VCE, because I also want to acknowledge the hard work that
our VCE and VCAL students have put in right across the state and particularly our year 12 students.
There is nothing more challenging than finishing your final year at school during COVID, and
hopefully this will be the only cohort of year 12 students that will ever have to face this challenge. It
is one that nobody could imagine, and there is no doubt that all of us here would wish that it was
otherwise.
Over the last couple of months I have been holding a series of COVID round tables with some of the
year 12 students in my electorate. Like the rest of us they have been anxious during this pandemic,
and there is no shortage of questions—questions like ‘When will we be going back to school?’, ‘What
are our exams going to look like?’, ‘How will this affect my ATAR?’, ‘What’s uni going to be like
next year?’, ‘Will I have a job to go to?’. These are just some of the discussions we have had, and
talking them over it feels quite cathartic to see the relief and the calm that these honest and frank
conversations have instilled in these students. It is a very stark contrast to the COVID madness that
has been whipped up by those opposite. I would say that the likes of my senior students from Tarneit
have a much more focused, calm, mature and considered approach to the very serious issues and
challenges facing our state, and it has most certainly been a privilege to spend an hour with them each
month talking about these serious issues.
Having watched the case numbers over the last week, it is clear now more than ever that our
government’s strategy has worked. When I think about students that have approached their studies
with maturity and a positive determination to overcome the challenges presented by coronavirus, I
think about the students and I think about the teachers from Al-Taqwa College in Truganina. When
the second wave broke out this school found themselves at the forefront of the pandemic, with daily
media coverage focusing on the Al-Taqwa outbreak and everyone pointing their fingers at this local
school. My local community was subject to an assault by our conservative media, with the usual dog
whistling that followed—that this was a virus being spread by the Muslim community and they were
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somehow to blame. And the college felt that it became a scapegoat. It became a scapegoat, and
multiculturalism was blamed for the spread of this virus.
But what you do not hear about—and it is not talked about often enough in this place—is the backlash
that the school received. When the first cases started rolling in at Al-Taqwa, I started meeting and
talking on a daily basis with principal Omar Hallak, the vice-principal and the leadership team at the
school, and if we were not speaking on a daily basis, sometimes multiple times a day, it would be
multiple times a week. They were truly mortified about the impact of this rhetoric on their community.
This is a school with over 3000 students from across Melbourne, and I cannot tell you how despondent
they were in telling me about the messages of hate the school received and how damaging it was for
staff and students.
But having recently spoken to many of the year 12 students at Al-Taqwa College I am very pleased to
say that I have full confidence that these students will get through their exams. They will not only get
through their exams, they will go on to university and trades and employment. They will be able to
follow their hopes and dreams. They will get through it. Their families are right behind them, and do
you know who else is right behind them? Their teachers, which again is about the leadership,
compassion and passion for the kids in our local area that my local teachers continue to show.
Now, another area where this bill aims to make changes is around our early childhood educators. These
changes build upon changes we made last year in the Children’s Services Amendment Act 2019,
aligning our early childhood education quality standards with our national framework. Because of this
the regulations governing our early learning and development centres are now in line, as they should
be, with the rest of Australia. One change that the bill hopes to keep is a narrow definition of the term
‘educator’. As it stands, the national law defines ‘educator’ quite broadly, including those who do not
have an early childhood qualification. There is a very big difference between a kindergarten teacher and
a person who runs a day care centre, which is why this bill will narrow that definition of ‘educator’ to
only include those who have a qualification in early childhood education.
Indeed early childhood education is a growing field, and I am very proud to say in this place that in
Tarneit we have the highest number of childcare workers in the state, and this sector will only grow in
importance as we roll out three-year-old kinder. I for one am very much looking forward to that next
year as it is rolled out in Wyndham, and with this rollout comes a huge demand for our early childhood
educators, which is why we have spent $28.5 million on making early childhood education and care
certificates and diplomas tuition free as part of our free TAFE program. Early childhood educators
have also done an incredible job during this pandemic, and I pass on to them a heartfelt thankyou for
taking care of some of our smallest and most vulnerable students out there. It has been remarkable to
see the ways in which these educators have continued to engage with students. It is for these reasons I
commend the bill to the house.
Ms ADDISON (Wendouree) (17:11): It is always an absolute pleasure to follow the member for
Tarneit, who makes such wonderful contributions. Like me, she is a mother of two children who has
been battling with remote learning, so we have a greater appreciation for teachers and education than
we ever did before.
I too am delighted to be able to make a contribution today to the Education and Training Reform
Amendment Bill 2020, which covers the area of education, particularly the employment powers of the
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) and the technical amendments arising from
the changes to the Children’s Services Act 1996 regarding, as the member for Tarneit has just
explained, the qualifications of early childhood teaching staff in this very, very important field of early
education.
As a former schoolteacher for over a decade, education is an area that I have great interest in. Education
has the power to transform lives, and that is why we are investing to make Victoria the Education
State. From three-year-old kinder to funding for new schools and upgrades to schools to free TAFE,

BILLS
Tuesday, 27 October 2020

Legislative Assembly

2925

we are putting our money where our mouth is and we are living our values, the values of Labor people
and the Labor Party. There can be no doubt that the Andrews Labor government has a great regard—
the highest regard—for kinder. I again wish to acknowledge our amazing kindergarten teachers who
work across the Wendouree electorate and across the whole of Victoria. They are such amazing people
who have such a huge influence and impact on our earliest learners.
The introduction of universal three-year-old kinder across Victoria is a game changer, and I am so
thrilled that in 2021 we are rolling out more free three-year-old kinder to 15 regional areas. This is going
to be great news for families who live in regional Victoria. It is also great for jobs because the rollout
of three-year-old kinder is actually going to create 6000 new childhood jobs, including approximately
4000 bachelor-qualified teachers and 2000 VET-qualified educators. This is really, really significant—
6000 new jobs—and who benefits? The whole community benefits —our TAFE system benefits, our
children benefit, our future generations benefit—because we know that early education, putting the
foundations in at an early age, pays dividends, right? The value of education and the benefits of having
a highly educated society are well known. It makes us stronger, it makes us more tolerant, it makes us
more accepting and we also have a better understanding of how the world works.
How our children are learning is changing because we live in a world of technology, of rapid change,
of science, and we need to make sure that our kids have access to the very, very best education. That
is why we are building the Education State—to ensure that every Victorian student has not only
excellent access to high-quality teaching and a high-quality curriculum but also the excellent facilities
to match what is going on in the classroom in terms of the teaching and learning.
We are so fortunate not only to have the Deputy Premier as one of our colleagues but for him to be the
Minister for Education. It once again illustrates how the Andrews Labor government holds education
in the highest possible regard. We have seen such strong advocacy and record investment in new
schools, transformative upgrades and redevelopments as well as record spending on our school
maintenance programs.
Two weeks ago I had the absolute pleasure of attending Delacombe Primary School, which had just
finished the concrete pour for a new competition-grade, $6.5 million community gym. Forty-four
concrete trucks were required for the amazing foundations of this great infrastructure spend that we
are putting into Delacombe. What is terrific is that when I was there I was talking to some of the
contractors who were on site—some of them had actually been to Delacombe Primary School and
now they are building the gym. Some of them are parents of kids that go to Delacombe Primary
School. So this $6.5 million that we are investing into Delacombe Primary for a community asset is
also providing jobs for kids who went to Delacombe Primary and parents of kids who go to Delacombe
Primary, and that is what it is about. That is a $6.5 million boost to the Ballarat economy, and we need
it. As everyone is doing it tough at the moment, the more money that we can be injecting into the
economy, the better the outcomes for the whole community.
It was also great to join with my very good friend and a member for Western Victoria the Honourable
Jaala Pulford at Miners Rest the other day. We are putting $17.1 million into the redevelopment of
Miners Rest Primary School: 10 new classrooms, new art rooms, music rooms, food tech facilities, a
new entrance and staff facilities. This is great news for the Miners Rest community, and the Andrews
Labor government is delivering it.
Just yesterday I was at Urquhart Park Primary School, which is a fantastic primary school in
Newington in central Ballarat. We have just completed a $1.5 million year 4 centre. The project
involved the replacement of an old building containing asbestos. We replaced that building with a
new, architecturally designed permanent modular building. Also included in the scope of the project
and the landscaping was a Japanese-inspired garden. The kids learn Japanese at Urquhart Park Primary
School, and the wonderful Japanese teacher said, ‘If we’re going to do this, why don’t we actually
bring the Japanese culture into this project?’. We were very happy to work with the Victorian School
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Building Authority to make that happen as well. So ‘Arigatō, sensei’ to our wonderful Japanese teacher
at Urquhart Park Primary School.
It seems like forever ago, but just on 30 January it was an absolute honour and privilege to join the
Minister for Education for the opening of Lucas Primary School. There was $18 million invested in
the new Lucas Primary School, and on that beautiful warm morning with all those happy little preppy
faces, who would have known what 2020 had to offer? But they are just four examples of how the
Andrews Labor government is supporting education in Ballarat and, just as importantly, supporting
jobs and supporting our local economy.
Let us get back to what this bill is about. It is about making sure that, as I have explained, kinder
teacher qualifications are recognised but also looking at the role of the VCAA and making sure that
the VCAA is in the best position to make sure that our 60 000 VCE students have their exam
supervision done, have their marking done and have their data collected. What we are doing with this
legislation, with this amendment bill, is making sure that they have the ability to employ 4000 people
to get our wonderful VCE students their results and their exams completed, which is really good.
I just want to give a bit of a shout-out to some of the people in my community and most importantly
our students. My heart really does go out to our VCE students across the electorate of Wendouree who
have experienced many challenges, great uncertainty and significant disruption this year due to
COVID. I really want to say well done to all the students at Ballarat High School, Mount Rowan,
Loreto College, St Patrick’s College, Ballarat Clarendon College and Ballarat Grammar. I am very
pleased to see the member for Buninyong in the chamber as well while I give this speech, because a
number of students who live in Wendouree also go to schools in her electorate. To the Wendouree
students who go to Woodmans Hill Secondary College, Phoenix P–12 Community College, Ballarat
Christian College and Damascus College, I wish you all the best for your exams.
COVID has impacted not only on teaching and learning but on the many important events that
contribute to year 12 being such a special and memorable year, where lifelong friendships are often
forged through the highs and lows of VCE. School musicals, sporting competitions, swimming
carnivals, camps and trips, charity fundraisers and fairs, house activities, community service, school
dances and leadership opportunities have all been cancelled, and the cancellation of these events has
been devastating for many students who have looked forward to these events as circuit-breakers to the
long hours of homework and study. But despite these challenges and tests of their character, we have
seen many students become more independent in their learning. They have developed greater
resilience and through adversity have come out stronger.
However, I would also like to take a moment to think about those students who are doing it incredibly
hard, whose mental health has really suffered this year, and my thoughts are with you. I hope that you
are getting the support that you need, and I thank all our mental health clinicians across Ballarat who
are supporting you. Please get help. I commend this bill to the house.
Mr CHEESEMAN (South Barwon) (17:21): It is with some pleasure that I rise this afternoon to
speak on this particular bill. In fact in reflecting on what I was going to say and in listening intently to
the member for Wendouree I reflected on my time at high school. I completed my high school
education at Mount Clear Secondary College—which I know the two Ballarat MPs are very fond of—
back in 1995. Back then we had at our school two computer laboratories with about 20 computers, of
which about half worked. That was of course during the Kennett government when the education
system of this state was very much cut back in a very, very harsh way.
Having said that, though, in reflecting on this bill I also reflected on my time at high school and
reflected on the profound challenges that I would have experienced if a global pandemic had taken
place whilst I was studying year 12. As a student I very, very much enjoyed learning and collaborating
with my school peers. I very much enjoyed being able to talk with my school colleagues about our
education and about the things that we were learning and found it a very rewarding way to learn.
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Because of the global pandemic and because of COVID-19 our year 12 students and of course all of
our students have found, I think, learning that much more difficult as a consequence. Of course the
government has put in place necessary arrangements at the end of the day to keep those students in
our schools safe and to ensure that we do not see COVID-19 spread further than is absolutely
necessary. Those students, as a consequence of that, I think have experienced disadvantage that has
no doubt impacted on their educational experience. That is why the government has put in place the
arrangements that we have to ensure that we can continue to support their education.
In reflecting on my time as a member of the Labor Party and the work of the last four Labor
governments in my time, I am very much conscious that the Andrews government has built on the
education legacy of the Cain government, of the Kirner government, of the Bracks government and of
the Brumby government.
We have made those necessary investments in our public education system to ensure that every student
in Victoria is given the best possible start to their education journey. It is very much something that I
recognise and I know my parliamentary colleagues recognise—that education is the great enabler for
our kids. It is a great way to give students, no matter their socio-economic background, the best start
they can have in life. The Victorian education system has produced some world leaders in all sorts of
different endeavours, and many of them have come from rather impoverished backgrounds. That is
how profound and strong our public education system is.
I reflect as a member for South Barwon, as one of four Geelong MPs that represent that great second
city, that our city is going through massive population growth. It is projected that the Geelong
community is going to see a huge number of new arrivals to our community over the next few decades.
We have recognised that, and we have of course not only helped our existing schools by making those
investments to modernise them, to provide first-class schooling opportunities and the buildings
required, but also actually made the investments necessary to build new schools to ensure that
Geelong’s growth corridor—places like Armstrong Creek—has those modern schools in place to cater
for all of that population growth.
Labor of course recognises the importance of education effectively from the cradle to the grave. We
have made a huge number of what I would consider strategic investments in our education system.
We are delivering I think probably the biggest reform ever to our kindergarten sector by funding
three-year-old kinder. I am the proud father of two kids, Isaac and Noah, and certainly I know that
kinder was a foundational year for both of them which provided them with the skills and the
wherewithal to go into primary school. I certainly recognise for my youngest son, Noah, the very, very
important role that kinder played in his life to particularly give him the necessary skills to go into
primary school. Labor is making that investment to ensure that in future years every single
three-year-old across Victoria is provided that opportunity to get three-year-old kinder—a great
enabler and a great Labor investment in our young people.
Further to that, and I have spoken at length about our primary schools and our secondary schools in
various debates in this place, I also want very much to put on the record through the course of this debate
how important Labor sees vocational education and the profound investments it has made in our TAFE
sector to give those young people by and large that opportunity to transition out of school into a trade—
a trade that is going to provide them with a strong job into the future. TAFE is of course such an
important avenue for so many of our young people into the chosen careers they wish to explore.
I reflect on the mess that our vocational education system was in when we came to office in 2014. We
had rorts after rorts after rorts delivered by the private sector, poor governance and poor oversight,
overseen by the coalition, and of course we went about rebuilding the TAFE sector because we know
how important the TAFE sector is for giving young people that opportunity to get the skills that they
need to be able to get a job that pays well and is important to our state. I think the TAFE reform that we
put in place over our time in government, particularly in 2014 and 2015, is providing us now with the
skilled workers that our economy needs to deliver Victoria’s Big Build. That is such an important
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program to provide our economy the opportunity to give everyone the job that they need to rebuild our
economy as we move out of COVID-19, and the TAFE reforms are so important to enable that to
happen.
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (17:31): Thank you, Acting Speaker Taylor, and it is a pleasure to see you
in the chair this evening. It is a great pleasure to make a contribution on the Education and Training
Reform Amendment Bill 2020. It is another example of this Andrews government investing in the
Education State and in the education of our Victorians. As we have been saying, the bill makes
provision for two relatively small amendments in relation to the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment
Authority in terms of who it can employ and how it can employ, particularly in relation to
examinations, and also makes a technical amendment arising out of amendments to the Children’s
Services Act 1996 to clarify the definition of the early childhood teacher.
I want to start by really thanking the entire Box Hill community that is associated with the schools in
our area. As has been mentioned by many other speakers this afternoon, the efforts of all of the
teaching staff, the students and the parents over these last few months have been nothing short of
outstanding. The one word that would come to mind in particular is ‘resilience’, and I think particularly
amongst the students. They have shown enormous resilience. Virtually no-one alive today anywhere
in the world has experienced a pandemic like we have seen this year, and particularly for the students
of Melbourne, for the students of the Box Hill electorate, their perseverance and their resilience and
their adaptation to the home-learning and remote-learning environment has just really been amazing—
to see what they have been able to achieve through that period and then also to see the staff being able
to transition.
If we think back to the break between terms 1 and 2, within that space there were I think four extra
staff training days and then the two-week holiday, and during that time the complete education system
had to change. Everyone had to adapt to a new environment to go to remote learning. And having
spoken to the principals of our schools on a number of occasions since that time, just the efforts that
both they and the entire teaching staff at all of those schools have gone to has been brilliant—so a huge
shout-out to them.
I do want to also touch on the investment that is occurring in our education system, particularly in the
Box Hill electorate. In the last two years since I was elected, there has been more than $10 million
which has been invested in the schools in the Box Hill area. I particularly want to identify a couple of
the schools. Koonung Secondary College last year was absolutely ecstatic—$6 million in the 2019–
20 budget. I know we have moved through with the plans, and I think the project is now at tender or
shortly going to tender. Everyone is very eagerly awaiting that project to begin. And when I look back
and compare what happened under previous governments, in 2010 this school was earmarked for
future development; it had some money in forward estimates. But the 2010 election came and the
Labor government was defeated and that money got pulled. It was not until the 2014 election that
those opposite then made a commitment. At the time the polls were suggesting they were not going to
win, but they were making that commitment and it took them four years to make that commitment. I
was really pleased to say that the first year that I was the member for Box Hill we were able to finally
deliver on that commitment after almost a decade of trying to get that commitment funded, and I
cannot wait until works commence.
Just in recent months, as part of the building works package, there have also been a number of other
schools earmarked that will benefit greatly from the investment that the Andrews government is
making in education. One is particularly close to my heart, Blackburn High School—there is
$1 million of funding towards the development of a new STEM centre. As I have mentioned a number
of times in this place, STEM education is really our future. It will drive so many of our future careers.
I think particularly we have seen through the pandemic how we have had to adjust to IT. And now
you are going into businesses and you are going to have to scan your phone and your QR code as you
make a reservation so everyone knows where everyone is. These are things that would have been
unthinkable and unimaginable probably even just a year ago, but technology is amongst the quickest
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responder to these crises and helps us get out of these situations in the quickest possible way. So this
is why these jobs are critical in the future, and that is why these skills are critical in the future. And
having an education centre that really specialises in STEM and puts a great focus on STEM—and I
know the school already has a fantastic focus on its STEM education program—will really set up the
students for the future.
We also recently announced that Box Hill North Primary School is receiving $400 000 of funding for
planning for a new facility, a new building at the site, to allow for an increase in capacity by another
100 students. Box Hill North Primary School sits within the zone of the Box Hill CBD. The Box Hill
CBD is growing very rapidly, with a lot of new apartments and a lot of new families that are moving
in. So it is great to see that we are accommodating the needs of our community, whether they are
growing out or up, by providing the education infrastructure for those families.
Look, in my last 2 minutes I would just like to return to the second element of the bill, which is in
relation to early childhood teachers and the definition of early childhood teachers. There are so many
elements of the early childhood education space that this government should be proud of, and I am
proud to be a member of a government that has introduced these reforms, particularly universal threeyear-old kinder. I have a son who is in three-year-old kinder at the moment. Let me tell you, that was
perhaps the hardest element of the period at home: being able to accommodate him and keep him
engaged and entertained for all of that period. You really have a new-found appreciation for the
amazing work that our early childhood teachers do. I saw the joy on his face of being able to go to
kinder and him coming home and telling us all about what he was able to do. Last week he was just
rapt talking about silkworms. They had silkworms in a box, and he was telling me all about the life
cycle of the silkworm. It just thrills me to see how much education these children are getting. For all
these reasons I commend the bill to the house.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (17:41): It is a great pleasure to join the debate on the Education and
Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020. It is always a great pleasure to get up in this house to talk
about education in a government that has made this state the Education State. I was really pleased,
over six years ago now, when the then Leader of the Opposition and the then Deputy Leader of the
Opposition actually launched the plan that if we were elected, Victoria would indeed be the Education
State. I know young Jeremy from Mernda in the Hilltop Park there took great delight in being part of
unveiling the numberplate that said that Victoria would be ‘The Education State’. He has grown up in
that Education State, now having been able to have six years of education in the Education State.
I really want to put on record, for starters, my great admiration for the teachers and all education
professionals who have done it so hard this year, along with their students and along with the parents
who have been in charge of remote learning for their own children. I hope that all members in this
place understand that it is World Teachers Day this Friday. The teachers of the Yan Yean electorate,
and across every part of Victoria, are going to deserve much more than an apple this Friday, but I hope
to give them at least that.
The member for Eltham and I have been having working meetings and keeping ourselves fit walking
along the Diamond Creek Trail over recent months. We found that our exercise bubbles overlapped,
so we were able to exercise together and get a fair bit of work done along the way. When we did that
we met so many teachers and education professionals along the way who were able to talk to us about
their experiences. With the announcement yesterday by the Premier, I had so many messages from
teachers and principals saying how relieved they were—for themselves, for their students and for the
broader communities that they all live in.
I was having a picnic on Friday night with my husband and another two friends—we were socially
distancing—and these two people in masks walked up to me and said hello. I realised that it was Phil
Doherty and his wife. Phil is the principal of St Paul the Apostle school in Doreen. Phil and his wife
live in Diamond Creek. He is the principal of a magnificent school in Doreen. I said, ‘That’s so great
that you’ve walked up, Phil, because I’m able to advise you that as part of our building works package
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we’re giving $5 million to St Paul the Apostle to begin building their senior learning centre’, because
that P–6 school is going to become a P–12. The school has grown rapidly; they have needed more
space for staff, so that will go towards their staffroom as well. I was not able to give the good news
personally to Hume Anglican Grammar’s principal of the Donnybrook campus that they are also
getting a figure around that amount to assist with their expansion on that site.
I know that in the Yan Yean electorate I have the highest number of people employed in construction
of any electorate in the state, but then it is quite closely followed by those that are employed in
education. It is really great to see, not only for the educators in the Yan Yean electorate and the kids
but also for the construction industry, that we have got a new wing coming towards the conclusion of
its build—the new STEM centre at Diamond Valley College. And then I was pleased to see, as I went
for one of my walks, that the ground has now been flattened and work is beginning on the new
administration wing, canteen, staffroom et cetera at Diamond Creek East Primary School.
I was really pleased in recent weeks that the member for Eltham and I were able to make an
announcement via Zoom—which is all you do these days—to the principals and student leaders of
Diamond Valley College and Diamond Creek East to let them know the great news that there is going
to be a pedestrian crossing at grade at the rear of those schools to help those pupils get to school across
the Hurstbridge rail line. We are duplicating the Hurstbridge rail line between Diamond Creek and
Wattle Glen, so that is more construction jobs. It is actually going to give great dividends to those
schools because it has been dangerous having that line there, and every weekend someone has been
cutting the fence and getting in and creating a danger for children, so this will be fantastic. It will take
cars off the road, it will make it much easier for both of those schools for drop-offs and pick-ups and
it will relieve congestion in the centre of Diamond Creek. Kids will be able to walk and cycle to school
now with their friends without having to go through the level crossing and the centre of Diamond
Creek and clogging up the shopping area.
The bill refers particularly to some changes in relation to senior schools, and I want to congratulate
three fabulous schools in the north—two in my electorate and one just outside. One is Hazel Glen
College, which is the largest school in the country. It is a K–12 school, and it has over 3200 students.
It is actually just next door to St Paul the Apostle that I just mentioned before, and they have a great
partnership with Mernda Central College, which has seen a new principal appointed there, Anthony
Oldmeadow, who has actually come from Hazel Glen College, so that relationship will be further
solidified. Hazel Glen College are having their first year 12 graduates this year as a new school.
Mernda Central College has their first year 11s this year and they will have their first year 12s next
year, as will the Lakes school that was built as a P–9 school when it used to be in the Yan Yean
electorate. It also has an early learning centre and a special development school co-located with the
school, but it is going to move with Mernda Central. It has offered year 11 this time for the first time
and year 10 for the first time last year, and it will have its first year 12 graduates next year.
I want to thank and commend my great friend, Howard Kelly, who worked with those three great
schools to help them put together their VCE programs—their inaugural VCE programs. They are
working collaboratively, and I know that that will be the first of many collaborations across those three
great schools. All three schools have had great investment from this Andrews Labor government, and
the Lakes school was actually built by the Bracks Labor government.
Mernda Central College has a scar tree in the centre of it. There is an amazing number of Aboriginal
kids at that school, and having the scar tree as part of the logo of that school is an amazing learning for
all students about our First Australians. I really look forward to seeing the new member for Northern
Metropolitan Region make her inaugural speech this week. Stella, break a leg; you are going to be great.
I am sure she will be part of the education of kids in the north learning about our First Australians.
I congratulate the Minister for Education, now also the Minister for Mental Health. I have had many
conversations with him, as recently as the last sitting week, about the past, current and ongoing
needs—the mental health needs—of kids in schools, and so it is great that we have been putting mental
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health professionals and support into schools for those kids. But they are going to need it into the
future—especially schools like Whittlesea Secondary College and Diamond Valley College that still
have many students whose families went through Australia’s worst ever natural disaster in Black
Saturday. We are always going to put education first. It is going to be really important for our kids to
be trained better than ever in a time of difficult employment circumstances, but I know we are the
government to do it, and I commend this bill to the house.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (17:51): I am pleased to make a contribution to the Education and
Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020. In particular the main purpose of the bill is to clarify the
employment powers of the VCAA, the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority, through
amendments to part 2.5 of the Education and Training Reform Act 2006. The VCAA develops
policies, criteria and standards for curriculum assessments and courses for school students, including
courses leading to registered qualifications. The bill also makes some technical amendments arising
from the changes to the Children’s Services Act 1996 regarding early childhood teacher staffing
requirements in children’s services.
I thought I might just go to a few broader education matters with regard to the Ivanhoe electorate. I
am pleased to say that both of my parents had been state school teachers throughout most of their
working lives. Mum was at Merlynston Primary School, Kingsbury Primary School and Ivanhoe
Primary School, in my own electorate of Ivanhoe of course, and retired after a long stint as well at
Western Autistic, over in the Niddrie campus—well known to the member for Niddrie. My father
taught at Banyule High School, which was part of the merged Rosanna East High School, where I
went to school, and which is now Viewbank College, and also at Epping high school, Pascoe Vale
Girls High School and South Barwon Secondary College. So as you can imagine, there was much
education conversation and education union politics around the table for me growing up, and I got a
very good understanding of the work and dedication and commitment of our teachers in the
community. Mum was a nurse, had children, went back and studied at the old Phillip Institute, got her
teaching degree and went back and made a contribution for very many years—decades—as a teacher,
which I can tell you stood me in good stead as a candidate to represent the Labor Party, to represent
the educational values of our party in this Parliament.
You have got people like that, such as my folks, who taught in local schools, including in my
electorate, and when you meet those former students—and their kids and their families—who have
been taught by your own parents, and see the education that they have been given and the
opportunities, you understand the work that so many teachers do. We see it ourselves, those of us
fortunate enough to have children of our own. This is the opportunity to acknowledge and thank them
in these very difficult times of the worldwide pandemic that we are all enduring. For those of us who
have perhaps had younger children learning from home, as we do with ours, who are at Rosanna Golf
Links Primary School—another school that has benefited from investment in capital upgrades from
the Andrews government—to see that work and engagement that parents need to have with younger
children in their schooling from home online has been very significant.
We understand the challenges not only for teachers, but the challenges for many families who have
managed and supported their children in their learning from home while also holding down a job and
meeting their obligations to their employer. Perhaps I will find out at some point later, but teenagers
perhaps like to do their learning independently and young people at primary school want their parents
and their teachers engaged in their learning.
Sometimes getting the work done can be tough when people are also keen to engage you in their
education from home, so I give a big shout-out to all those teachers who found a way to commit to
and engage with our students through very challenging times for many families at home. It gives me
an opportunity also to touch on the fact that I want to thank Viewbank College—an $11.5 million
redevelopment of our performing arts centre and our maths and science wing under the leadership of
the now-retired principal, Judith Craze. To go back to your old school when you are elected to
Parliament and find that it does not look a lot different to when you left as an 18-year-old gives pause
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for thought. There might be some good memories, but they are not particularly good conditions for
later generations of students.
To work together and to have the Premier there in 2018 to open that performing arts centre and to
provide that opportunity not just for school productions but for the community to use and advertise
and advance the interests of the college community was really, really significant. There is much more
we could do for Viewbank College, but I think we have given something back to a community and a
college that has developed so many great people in our local community.
Just up the road is Viewbank Primary School. I know that Bill Kersing, the principal there, is keen to
get me back to have a look at the $3.8 million redevelopment that we have done there, knocking over
the old light timber construction buildings. It is very significant to me; my brother went to school there.
It is really a feeder school for Viewbank College, and it is great to see the significant investment there
at Viewbank Primary School and the great work that he does at his school.
I want to also touch, as we bounce around a little bit in the Ivanhoe electorate, on the St Martin of
Tours Primary School combined project under the capital works programs between government
schools and independent or Catholic schools. I mean, we are in an education system. It is a system,
and that system means you work together. The work that was done with that joint capital project at
St Martin of Tours, which is owned by the archdiocese, last year has been really significant. It is one
of the biggest Catholic schools in my electorate, certainly in Rosanna.
It also goes to the sense and sensibility of projects such as the closure of the Mother of God primary
school—a Catholic school—down in East Ivanhoe. It adjoins Ivanhoe East Primary School. We found
a long-term lease arrangement and made some appropriate modifications, if you like, to allow Ivanhoe
East Primary School to expand into the Mother of God Primary School space to provide greater
enrolments for the East Ivanhoe community and to provide some investment back to Catholic
education to maintain that site for education purposes. Given the parish down there in Ivanhoe includes
Mary Immaculate Primary School and St Bernadette’s school there was a wealth of opportunities for
those seeking a Catholic education to engage them in giving something back to the community, and
providing that opportunity to Ivanhoe East primary really is where good common sense comes to the
fore in the delivery of education services.
At the Olympic Village Primary School in West Heidelberg for $6 million we just built a brand new
school right were the old one was. When you wandered through there, it was a school where effectively
not much had changed since 1956. It was a home for athletes during those Olympic Games. To knock
it down and build something new for the community is really significant. It may not sound like a lot
of money when we think of the sorts of schools we build in communities in our suburbs, but every
cent and every dollar will go to providing a better future for not only the students and the really
dedicated staff but the other community organisations that can use those facilities at Olympic Village
Primary School. To build that facility down there now is very significant for our local community.
I wanted to touch on Melbourne Polytechnic, the old West Heidelberg TAFE campus that is there on
Bell Street, providing great services to our community. There was a mention of Howard Kelly earlier.
I want to acknowledge his contribution to education, both at Melbourne Polytechnic and more broadly,
because he certainly has his name and autograph on the bottom—I think as chair of the board of studies
back in the old days—of my HSC/VCE certificate, and it is great to be able to engage Howard in
advancing education in our community.
I would also like to pay tribute to La Trobe University while we are talking education. It is just over
the border in the member for Bundoora, the Honourable Speaker’s, electorate. I was on a catch-up, as
you do, this week online with the vice-chancellor, John Dewar, and of course the chancellor there,
former Premier the Honourable John Brumby. What great work for the north. It is a real flag in the
ground out there providing opportunities for people in the north. It is really significant work that they
are doing in challenging circumstances. We continue to work with them.
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In particular this reminds me across the Ivanhoe electorate not just of health and the significant range
of services that we provide, whether it is Austin Health, Warringal Private Hospital or Mercy Hospital
for Women in Heidelberg, but also of our education services. We have not only great state schools,
not only great Catholic education schools, but also independent schools, from Ivanhoe Grammar to
Ivanhoe Girls Grammar and others. In particular Ivanhoe Grammar, for example, which has I think
amongst the highest enrolment of international students of any independent school in Victoria, is
providing significant choice and opportunity for my community. There is a length and breadth and
depth across the Ivanhoe electorate of families, of circumstances, of values, of ideals and of priorities.
We all work together very closely and very well, and I think the education choices are very much a
big part of why people choose to live in the Ivanhoe electorate and make their contribution there. It is
why those who pass through our schools come back to raise their families there. I commend our
teachers, our school leadership and our communities in the Ivanhoe electorate for the work they are
doing, and I commend this bill to the house.
Ms SETTLE (Buninyong) (18:02): I am very pleased to rise to speak on this bill. It has been some
time since I have been in this house and I am absolutely delighted to be back. Of course I thank every
Victorian for bringing the pandemic under control. We are in a wonderful position here now. I rise in
support of the Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020, but I would like to begin by
acknowledging the extraordinary work of the educators, teachers and staff in the schools across my
electorate. I have said quite a few times to friends that I think in many ways the educators have been
there on the front line along with our healthcare workers. They have really had to step up during this
pandemic and indeed they have, each and every one.
This year has been like no other, and we have seen some extraordinary efforts from our educators.
When we began remote learning I spoke to the schools in my electorate, and they all faced the
challenges head-on. I saw the efforts that they went to to make sure that every student had access to
online learning. They found ways to bring the students together through Zoom, to keep the community
together. Each school had its own challenges. In small community schools like Linton Primary School
or Mount Egerton—those really small schools with sort of 10 kids in them—how do you keep that
community together? And then of course there are the extraordinary efforts of Corey Pohlner. Corey
is the principal of Woady Yaloak Primary School. Woady Yaloak Primary School has four campuses
spread across the region, so the work for him in trying to manage the children that were coming in and
where teachers were was extraordinary.
The secondary schools in my electorate face particular challenges of course with the year 12s and
keeping them on track. Lynita Taylor is the principal at Mount Clear College, and she went to great
lengths to ensure that the kids kept their spirits up. I was really delighted when she asked me to take
part in a video which was shown to all of the year 12 students, and when we talked about what the
video was going to contain she said she just wanted them to know what amazing human beings they
were to have got through this, to keep going and to keep fighting to get there. So I was really delighted
to remind them how strong and resilient they all were. Those same kids of course in regional Victoria
got back to school at the beginning of this term, and it was really lovely because the year 12s in
particular got to walk into their brand new year 12 centre. There was a huge investment by the Labor
government in building this, and I did have a tour of it before it was opened—just a beautiful space
for those kids to come together there and to reconnect. You could see from the looks on their faces
how happy they were to be there. But this government is the government that invests in education, so
it did not stop there. It was only a couple of weeks ago that I visited Mount Clear again, and this time
it was to watch the beginnings, the sod turn, for the $5.5 million commitment to build a year 7 and 8
centre. It was interesting listening to the member for South Barwon. Of course he said that he studied
at Mount Clear, and I would really love to invite the member to come and visit Mount Clear. It is
unrecognisable these days after the investment of this government—just a fantastic school.
In addition to all of the teachers, all of the educators, all of the staff in those schools, I think it is really
important that we also acknowledge the kids, and they have been extraordinary. At the beginning of
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the year, not knowing what was to come, I formed a youth advisory council made up of year 11 and
12 students from across the electorate. They started to meet, and then of course the pandemic came
along. But they were just extraordinary. I did give them the option. I knew that this was going to be
difficult year. But, no, they wanted to do something for the other young people in their community,
and so they continued their commitment. So they went on to meet on a monthly basis, having Zoom
meetings, and they had lots of discussions about what they thought young people in Ballarat needed.
They came up with the idea of putting together a booklet which was about all of the youth services in
Ballarat. It sort of covered the important things, like how they get support when they are going into
their first job, where they get sexual health advice and where they get mental health advice. They put
it all together and produced this amazing thing, and it was about a month ago that we launched it at
Headspace. I was just incredibly proud of them. They have gone through a year like no other, they
have continued their studies and, on top of that, they have made a real effort to support other young
people in their community. So I want to give them a really big shout-out. The Buninyong Youth
Advisory Council are a bunch of extraordinary kids.
I thank of all of the kids that have been getting on with year 12, and I will give a special shout-out to
my own son, Sam Drew. Sam sat his VCE exam in theatre studies just two days ago—and what a
resilient little man. Off he went and he did that, full of determination. I think we really owe a big
thankyou to all of those wonderful students in our electorates.
This bill is about clearing up an ambiguity within the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority
about their ability to employ staff directly. Obviously the VCAA develops policies, criteria and
standards for curriculum. But beyond that critical work they do many other things, including helping
students to navigate the offerings for pathways. They produce guidelines that children can have a look
through to see where they would like to go—or not so much children but teenagers by that age. As a
mother of two teenage sons, I am very, very grateful for those booklets because it really gave us a way
to sit down and talk about what the boys wanted to do when they went out there into the workforce.
Of course good career education has never been more important than it is today for our young people,
and this Labor government has invested $109 million to transform career education in Victorian
government schools to help students make better career and pathway decisions. The VCAA also
handles special consideration, which has been expanded in 2020 to recognise the unique challenges of
the coronavirus pandemic, so this year every Victorian VCE student will be individually assessed for
special consideration and any adverse impacts of coronavirus will be reflected in their ATAR. We
know it has been a tough year, and I am glad that they will have that support, but this government has
continued to provide that support. I was delighted that we announced the tutor program, which is going
to see more than 4000 tutors across Victoria make sure that those kids catch up and stay on track.
But I think one that really is close to my heart is the mental health practitioners in schools funding.
Only a week ago I went out to Mount Clear College to meet with their newly appointed mental health
practitioner. It is just a wonderful initiative. I know that Phoenix P–12 Community College have also
just hired someone to fulfil that role, and both of these principals, Karen Snibson and Lynita Taylor,
are absolutely committed to the mental health of their students and were delighted to see this program
roll out. Of course the Victorian certificate of applied learning is another option for many kids, and it
is a great pathway to a very good and fulfilling career.
The bill also looks at a technical amendment around early childhood teachers. In March this year I
attended the early childhood teachers and educators forum for Central Highlands with the wonderful
and passionate member for Carrum. The passion of the presenters and audience was palpable, and I
really want to thank all of those early educators who have been dealing with the challenges of this year.
So many people have gone above and beyond this year, and one special example for me is the principal
of Sebastopol Primary School, Michelle Wilson. A month or so ago Michelle rang me and said they
wanted to box up the school lunches because she knew that there were people out in her community
that did not have enough food for their kids, and I was delighted to work with her and the rest of the
staff to box up those wonderful school lunches to make sure that families had enough on their tables.
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I really want to wish every year 12 student at Woodmans Hill, Mount Clear, Phoenix and Damascus
the very best of luck as your VCE exams commence. Thank you to those amazing educators out there,
and I commend this bill to the house.
Ms WARD (Eltham) (18:12): It is great to come after the member for Buninyong, and I welcome
her back into this chamber. It is terrific to see her face and to hear her important words.
I think it has been clearly understood and I am far enough down the speaking list for it to be pretty
established what this bill is about, so I will start off by talking about my own daughter, who is going
through year 12 at the moment. It is pretty clear to anybody in this place who has gone through
year 12—and I can safely say that is probably most of us, if not all of us—that it is a challenging year.
It is a year that helps you learn a lot about yourself. It helps you, you hope, to learn a little bit about
the world, but you also hope that it is a year that gets you ready for the world. One of the challenges
that our year 12s will have this year is in fact getting ready for the world that they will confront next
year once they have finished high school.
What we have seen this year are kids that are incredibly resilient—kids who have been well prepared
by our education system to get through this year. We have also seen phenomenal teachers, and I do
absolutely and proudly say I have a bit of bias here, because I do live with a year 12 teacher who I
think has worked extraordinarily hard. He has gone well above and beyond, as I know so many
teachers have, doing work to prepare his kids for this year and doing everything that he could to help
them, to scaffold them, to protect them, to look after them and to let them know that there was
somebody there for them should they need it. We have seen our teachers do this across the state. We
have seen them adapt their teaching. We have seen them out of their comfort zone. We have seen them
do live videos. We have seen them do all sorts of quirky things to try and be engaging with their kids,
and I thank them—I really thank them—for all of the work that they have done.
I thank groups like Help 3095 and Surrounds, who had people in the community put together packs
for year 12 students that included an anonymous note to every kid they could find doing year 12—and
this is in the thousands. Each kid got an anonymous letter telling them that they would be okay, telling
them that they will get through this and with a personal message, which I think is phenomenal. It goes
to show the attitude of Victorians, the resilience of Victorians and the pride of Victorians in getting
through this and in recognising that we were going through this first and second wave together and
that the only way we would get through it and we would get through it successfully and well and with
our health was to do it together—was to work together.
I agree with the member for Eildon that this has been a tough year, but I will not disrespect those
educators who have been working so very hard to support their students both academically and
mentally. I will not disrespect those healthcare workers, those social workers, the health department
staff, the counsellors at schools, those who have worked through so many ways of supporting the
students. But for the Liberals those workers are collateral damage, which is exactly how we saw their
attitude to workers in the previous government, in its previous four years. They see workers as
collateral damage for any political advantage that they can get, for any political hit they can have on
this government. They do not worry about the anxiety, they do not worry about the challenges that
people are experiencing out there; it is a callous attempt to try to make a political point. Now is not the
time, and we have seen from the results of the Ipsos poll yesterday that this state agrees. This state
does not want petty politics. They want people to work together and they want people to come up with
solutions that help everybody.
Ms Staley: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, I understand that there has been a great deal of
latitude given on this bill because it is a bill people have found it hard to fill 10 minutes on with six
clauses. However, we have gone well beyond any conversation about education or the contents of this
bill to just attacking the opposition, and I would ask you to bring the speaker to relevance.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Carbines): Is the member for Eltham wanting to contribute to the
point of order?
Ms WARD: On the point of order, Acting Speaker, I would actually ask the honourable member
to have a look at the speech given by the member for Caulfield and recognise that my speech is in fact
a rebuttal of some of the issues that were raised by the member for Caulfield.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Carbines): At this time I will not uphold the point of order, but I
do note that, for the smooth running of the house, the member for Eltham will come back to the bill.
Ms WARD: As I was about to say, you can make choices. You can feed that anxiety and try and
seek advantage from it, or you can support and you can lead, and this is what we have seen from this
government. Now, I am not sure what the member for Eildon was trying to argue regarding this bill,
and I would say the same for the member for Caulfield. However, they should have noted the
enormous contribution by the Andrews government towards education. As we have seen recently, our
community is not looking for cheap political pointscoring and attempts to divide us; it is looking for
leadership. I would remind the member for Caulfield of the comments made by Ron Gerstenfeld, the
deputy chief of mission of the Israeli embassy in Australia, at our virtual meeting last week. He made
the comment that Israel went out of lockdown during the first wave of COVID too soon because,
unlike here, their economy was not strong enough to keep restrictions going.
It is important to talk about the stresses these year 12 students are experiencing, so I am surprised the
opposition has not mentioned the massive university bills that will come to many of this year’s year 12
students in their future years of higher education. We are talking about law degrees which will increase
from $11 355 a year to $14 500, so a law graduate will enter the jobs market with a debt of $68 000. Of
course students and parents who can pay up-front will secure a 10 per cent discount, so again the rich
get a cheaper education and the poor get an expensive education, if they can in fact afford the debt in
the first place. The cost of a humanities degree will more than double, with an annual increase of nearly
$8000. This is to deflect students from humanities, because why would we value critical thinking if we
belong to the Liberal Party? This has also meant that there has been a 29 per cent cut to the funding for
environmental studies courses. I think we all understand the agenda there. Shame on them.
There has been phenomenal support for VCE students this year in this incredibly difficult, challenging
year. We have introduced wideranging consideration of educational disadvantage processes to
calculate VCE scores, taking into account the disruptions that have been experienced this year, and
that includes their own personal stresses of trying to help manage households, trying to help look after
siblings and trying to possibly hold down even part-time jobs while dealing with all of this, depending
on their family’s circumstances.
There is a lot our year 12s have had to endure this year—and this government is there to help them
through it, and it has been there to help them through it. From talking to principals and teachers, they
recognise that this is going to be a challenging move, but they understand the importance of it and they
understand the necessity of it. Students can complete their studies and go into their exams knowing
that their final study scores and their ATAR ranking will be a reflection of their year, and this includes
not only what they have endured, what they have learned this year, but the fact that they have come
out through the other end of this year as well.
There has been a lot of mental health support for our students, and this will be ongoing. Acting Speaker
Carbines, I am sure you are not alone in agreeing with me that there is always more to do when it
comes to support for mental health. There is always more to do. We can never do enough. There is a
lot more to do, and we will keep doing it. We are not going to keep talking about it, we are not going
to keep taking pot shots and we are not going to keep trying to exploit people’s vulnerabilities. We are
actually putting money on the table, and we are investing in services that are there to help people—
and we will continue to do so.
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There is a $51.2 million initiative that began last year providing funding to schools to recruit mental
health practitioners. This will see qualified mental health professionals in every government secondary
school campus across the state, including psychologists, social workers, occupational therapists and
mental health nurses. It is actions like this that show what this government values. It is actions like this
that show you why we are in government and why we will continue to lead this state and support this
state and help all of our people get through this pandemic.
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater) (18:22): It is with great pleasure that I rise to speak in support of this
Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020. I thank the Minister for Education for his
ongoing work and support during a really difficult time to ultimately support our school communities
in the amazing work that they are doing, and equally as well I acknowledge the staff not only in the
minister’s office but also in the department, who have done an outstanding job these past few months
and always, each and every day. I also just acknowledge the contributions of particularly the member
for Eltham, who just spoke prior to me—it was fantastic to hear. The member for Eltham talked about
the fantastic investment not just in her patch but right across this state and also the particular focus on
mental health, which we know has been a significant issue during COVID and has certainly impacted
many in our community and, as we know, young people and young people in our schools right across
this state, government or non-government.
I would like to reflect that I have often thought during COVID-19 that as a politician I certainly do not
have any sympathy for myself or anyone in this place. I think we are an extremely lucky bunch. I have
often thought there are a few roles that I certainly would not have wanted to have this year, and we
thank all the frontline workers—all the workers that have been out there the last few months, whether
it is cleaning, whether it is in our hospitals, whether it is in our retail stores or a range of other
professions that have supported us all to do the things that we have needed to do in these past few
months. It has been difficult for all of them, and I thank all of them.
But there are a couple of professions I always come back to. Our healthcare workers have done an
extraordinary amount of work—I am in awe; I could not have done it, plain and simple. So I stand
here talking to you from the perspective of essentially being lucky. I am very lucky to be where I am.
Secondly, another profession that I would not have wanted to have this year is teaching—being in our
teaching profession, an educator—from early years in our primary and secondary schools through to
our TAFE obviously and higher education. They have done a remarkable job right across this state,
and I am sure every member in this place regardless of their political background can certainly agree
with that sentiment. They have gone backwards and forwards from remote learning to home learning
to providing home packs and online services. I know from many friends and even my office manager,
whose partner works at a primary school not too far from my office—I know firsthand from talking
to those people—what an amazing job they have done.
And I am so very grateful not just to our educators but to the kids. What a profound impact this has
had on them. I mean, forget COVID, but there is everything else that this has thrown up for them to
deal with: not seeing their best mates, not seeing their friends, not being able to play. The learning you
get from playing, the tangible physical outcomes that you get from being in the playground, from
going down the slide to some of that stuff that we all know and we all had when we were younger—I
mean, it feels like yesterday that I was in high school in many respects. It has been absolutely
heartbreaking. We know that our kids do best when they are in the classroom, and that is of course
where we want them to be, but we know that we have had to change the way we do things this year
during the global pandemic to make sure that we keep young people safe, our educators safe and our
entire school community safe. So I say thank you so much, on behalf of the Bayswater community, to
every single local student, young and old. You have done an amazing job this year, and you have made
me, for what it is worth, extremely proud of each and every one of you.
Behind each and every student, each and every child and each and every person in education is a
school community that backs them up. Whether it is parents, an aunt, an uncle, a grandma, a grandpa,
family members or everyone who supports our school communities and our school councils, they have
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done a fantastic job. Parents and families who have supported young people to learn from home have
done a remarkable job. Some of the stuff I have seen on social media of them trying to make it as fun
as possible and as engaging as possible, as difficult as it is, and often working from home themselves
as well—I mean, what a cracking job. I am extremely proud of them as well. To everyone in the
broader school community, I say a very hearty thankyou. I am forever grateful for the work that you
have done.
We know that a million students now, right across the state of Victoria, are back in the classrooms. Of
course I cannot go out there. I was a very big proponent of getting out into the schools and saying
g’day and advocating for them in any way that I could within this Andrews government, which has
provided not just in the term since I came in here, in 2018, but right throughout its two terms and
second term to date record investment in our schools—and so we should, because of the power of
education. That is why it is so important that our schools have done the work they have done to keep
up the important job of educating each and every young person across this state. I know firsthand from
growing up in difficult circumstances not too dissimilar to many in my community the power that
education provides to help lift you up out of certain situations and to give you opportunities, countless
opportunities, in life. I am forever grateful to those schools for doing that important work and also to
the Andrews government for providing the resources, the capital infrastructure and the 21st-century
facilities to make sure that we give kids every possible chance in life and the best start in life through
a good and decent education here in Victoria.
It is not just in our primary and secondary schools; we know that reform starts early. We know that
education starts early. We know about the development of the brain of a young person and the
ramifications at play very soon thereafter in life. The three-year-old kindergarten reform of this
government is a game changer. I mean, we say that, and it almost feels like a bit of a throwaway line
now, but it is exactly that; it is a game changer. I know early-years facilities in my community are
extremely excited to participate in that, and it will have long-lasting impacts—long after I have left
this place and I would suggest any person has left this place—on education in this state.
Locally as well I have been very proud to be a strong advocate for my local schools. Since I have been
the very proud and honoured member for Bayswater I have been very proud that Boronia Heights
Primary School has seen investment for a new oval, a new outdoor space, to make it safer so the kids
can play and keep active more often than not. It is going to be an amazing spot. It is about to start
construction very soon. I know the principal out there, Leanne Jennings, is very keen to see this work
underway. As well, last year we announced $1.65 million from the Andrews government through the
non-government capital works fund for St Bernadette’s Primary School. It is going to provide a new
senior learning building. It is going to be an amazing outcome not just for senior students but for all
kids out there—for all the students who will be coming through using that brand new building—and
I am very keen to see work get underway on that, with planning still underway. There is also the new
competition-grade gym and learning space at Heathmont College. Heathmont College is simply an
amazing secondary college that has gone from strength to strength in my community, with a new
principal on deck. She is absolutely amazing and a fantastic educator. I know she is extremely
passionate and excited for the work on the gym to finish, and of course the new learning space, the
positive education centre, I know the minister is particularly proud of and keen on. I am looking
forward to getting in there and having a look at that firsthand.
A new main building has already been delivered for Bayswater Primary. This was the first thing I got
to tick off in the budget last year as the member for Bayswater. I am very, very proud now to see some
of what the works look like—three new classrooms; new toilet facilities for staff and students; new
admin; and importantly, the principal was quick to point out, a nice new principal’s office and a side
meeting space as well. So there is very, very exciting stuff out there. There are new toilets for
Marlborough Primary and for Bayswater West Primary and a new oval, car parks and a playground
for The Basin Primary School. I tell you what, if you want to go see what a community metro school
looks like, go out to The Basin Primary. Look no further; it is a fantastic, tight-knit community. You
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feel like everyone out there knows everyone, and the school is no different. And I know Mr Graeme
Russell out there, the principal, who has done a fantastic job and is excited to see those works finished.
There is a new outdoor learning space for Boronia K–12 and for Bayswater South and Marlborough
primaries as well. There is a new inclusive learning space at Eastern Ranges School, importantly,
where they do a fantastic job with students right from prep to year 12 with special needs. I am very,
very proud of the work they have done. We know it has been extremely difficult for them under the
circumstances, so I thank them and am looking forward to going out there and seeing that.
And of course there is the Bayswater education plan, part of that building works package which was
announced for education for planning—$500 000. This is an exciting piece of work. It is going to
change the game for education locally in Bayswater. We are working with Bayswater Primary,
Bayswater North Primary, Bayswater South, Bayswater West and importantly Bayswater Secondary
College. It is going to change the landscape for education and bring the community along with us, and
this is really just another example of what this government does locally and across this state to change
education for the better, to invest record amounts, to make sure we are giving every kid right across
this state—no matter where you live, no matter whether you are government or non-government—
every chance to have the best start in life. I commend this bill to the house.
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) (18:32): I rise today to speak on the Education and Training Reform
Amendment Bill 2020, and what a privilege it is to follow the contribution from the member for
Bayswater. Thank you so much. That is very inspiring. I too would like to echo those sentiments, in
particular in thanking my community during this global pandemic. The work of the teachers, school
communities, school councils and of course students’ families has been absolutely extraordinary. We
have seen some fantastic support for one another.
I do also want to thank our superheros at Western Health. Everybody knows how passionate I am in
relation to Sunshine Hospital, but today I do want to thank Western Health. The staff have donated
50 000 meals to Foodbank, and the 8000-strong team at Western Health will also forgo their Christmas
lunch and donate all the funds to Foodbank Victoria. I mean, this is the generosity of my electorate in
St Albans, and I want to thank them and just send my very best. It has been extraordinary times at
Western Health, but I know that our superheros are doing the very best that they can to look after and
care for our community in the west.
I also want to talk a little bit about, during the pandemic, the challenges that I know Keilor Downs
College and the principal, Linda Maxwell, faced with the school community. They were able to deal
with those challenges. It was very difficult from May, and throughout numerous months they
continued to tackle COVID cases. The school community—parents, families, teachers—all united,
supporting one another to get through those cases. Of course Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School
was part of that process, and Keilor Views Primary School was as well. It has been amazing. Through
adversity you do truly see some of the community spirit that comes out and really the ability for
community to strengthen and support one another.
But I do want to talk about our investment when it comes to skills and training and some of the
infrastructure spend that our government has invested since we were elected in 2014 at schools such
as St Albans East Primary School and a brand new campus, Victoria University Secondary College.
We have seen funding at Keilor Downs College, where GPs have been placed in the school. We have
seen just about every school in the electorate of St Albans receive some form of a revamp and
investment. That is important—investing in the education and training of our young people. They are
our hope. They are the aspirations for most families. We are making sure that we are doing our very
best for our children.
Most importantly, this government rebuilt TAFE—the Victoria University Polytechnic Sunshine
Skills Hub. Those sorts of institutions assist in the training of young students. It was just this year that,
together with the Minister for Training and Skills, we were able to open the Sunshine Skills Hub, a
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$15 million investment by this government. It means that young people can have options to train in all
sorts of industries. We know they are the jobs of the future. Providing hands-on training for industries
like health and community services, early childhood education and paramedicine, the skills hub at
Sunshine creates an important link between schools, universities, TAFE and industry. This is
something that our community in the west has been really, really looking forward to, and it is only this
government that has been able to invest in this sort of infrastructure.
Most people would know my absolute passion for Victoria University’s St Albans campus. We saw
last year the opening of the cybersecurity centre for Cisco, the only such centre in Australia, in the
heart of St Albans, providing TAFE programs but also providing a free certificate IV in cybersecurity,
making sure that students can link to technology industry leaders. It does really make St Albans the
home of technology. I have said this before, but I would like to welcome Amazon, Facebook and
Google to the electorate of St Albans to really provide an industry link with Victoria University.
We have seen the link between Victoria University and the Joan Kirner Women’s and Children’s
Hospital, providing training for nurses and medical staff. What an achievement it has been since being
elected in 2014 to be able to prioritise investment in training and skills to make sure that not only are
we training our young people and older members of our community but most of all we are providing
an opportunity to participate in the workforce, and that is what is important—that connectivity.
I also want to talk about the importance of the Victorian certificate of applied learning. I know firsthand
the importance of VCAL because I have been fortunate to be able to provide support for students at
my secondary colleges, including someone who is part of my team, by the name of Nick, who attends
Keilor Downs College and TAFE at the same time. He has completed a certificate III in business. This
has really provided him with hope in his journey. As part of the VCAL program he attends TAFE one
day a week. This is someone who really at some point was extremely challenged at school, but this
program has given him the practical placement and firsthand experience to continue further study.
This year he is in year 12. I am really proud of Nick and all the students that participate in VCAL
because I know it is a bridge to learning and it is a bridge to actually being a part of firsthand
experience, I would say, in that process. But most of all it gives young people the hope that they do
have options for the future.
As I said, this bill makes a number of practical amendments to make sure that we continue making the
necessary changes to the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority and that staff employed on
a short-term or casual basis are included in this. Can I also say that every teacher, family and student
in the education sector plays a very important role. This bill will clarify the definition of early
childhood teachers and the sector and make sure that we continue investing in the issues that matter to
people. Just today the Minister for Early Childhood Education provided another $510 000 to boost the
initiatives for early childhood teachers. We understand on this side of the house what it means to invest
in employing over 4000 teachers and 2000 educators as part of three-year-old kinder and to provide
$5 billion for three-year-old kinder and billions in relation to infrastructure across the state to build,
expand and make sure that we are the Education State.
Again I take this opportunity to wish all VCE and VCAL students and all students the very best for
the remainder of the year. Thank you to all our teachers in St Albans. I am extremely proud of each
and every one of you. The school community has not let us down. We need to continue on with the
good work and make sure that next year continues to be a better year.
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (18:41): I am very pleased this evening to have the opportunity to contribute
to debate on the Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020, just echoing the comments
of my colleague the member for St Albans and commending the member on the outstanding work that
she does in education for her local community, which is just down the road from mine. In the time that
she has been in this place she has been a very strong advocate for education within her community,
and I think that is something to be commended.
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As I said, I am very pleased to have the opportunity to speak on this. This party, this government,
stands with and values the importance of education within the state. In our actions and our investments
in all of the programs and initiatives that we have rolled out since we have had the opportunity to be
in office, this government has at each and every opportunity invested in our students, our teachers, and
parents and friends of schools within local communities, something that is incredibly important to me
as a local member.
I have listened to a number of contributions from those of us on this side of the house, and I am
certainly pleased to say that the desire, the will and the effort that go into making sure that our school
communities are well represented in this place are things that this government fundamentally holds
dear—and that is incredibly important. I had the opportunity, as many others did, to go to public
schools within my local electorate. I do want to thank all of the teachers and staff who worked
incredibly hard to provide me with an important education, a terrific education. I know that both those
schools, Sunbury Heights Primary and Sunbury College, and those school communities do an
absolutely outstanding job.
This piece of legislation is focused on two technical amendments, which I will come to shortly. But I
do, as other members have done, want to congratulate those students particularly in years 8, 9 and 10
who of course this week returned to school. More than a million students have now transitioned from
flexible learning back to face-to-face learning. I certainly know that is something that is really
welcomed by students and the broader community, particularly those that are at home. I do want to
mention, as others have mentioned, the 4100 tutors that will be deployed in 2021. It is a really
important investment that was announced last sitting week—an investment that is going to help many
of those students recover from the impacts of COVID-19, this global pandemic which we know has
done so much damage right across the community. Particularly for students who have missed those
opportunities around critical learning and critical teaching, this is certainly a very welcome investment.
It is not the only investment, though. It builds on a really long, solid foundation of initiatives, programs
and investments that this government has been able to deliver, that we have been able to deliver, to
level the playing field and make sure that every single student in this state has the very best
opportunities that they are rightly entitled to. We can look at of course the nearly $30 million package
around the Navigator program, Lookout, mental health practitioners and the mental health in primary
schools pilot, which others have mentioned. We can certainly talk about the recognition by the
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority in introducing the wideranging consideration of
educational disadvantage process, which I know the minister and others have spoken about, making
sure that students are ranked, if you like, fairly after what has been a very, very tough year.
This bill makes those technical changes that I mentioned before with two key elements, parts 2.5 and
2.6. Part 2.5 relates to the clarification of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s
limited powers to employ people and support them during VCE and VCAL, and part 2.6 relates to the
clarification of the definition of an early childhood teacher. We know—and others have mentioned
those technical amendments—how this continues to build upon making sure that our education system
is the very best it can be, but it certainly goes a long way in making sure that we are all working hard
to do those things that we value so dearly.
When it comes to values, this government will always stand up for public education. This government
will always stand with our teachers and will always stand with students and make sure that we are
investing to make school the best it possibly can be. It is a very long journey from, well, the day you
are born all the way through to those later years in your life. I know that the member for Essendon
spoke about the critical importance of the first thousand days in a child’s life. I certainly know that the
efforts that have gone into three-year-old kinder are exceptional. Of course we know that two years of
teaching and learning are better than one.
These are significant reforms. You can also go to the other end of the spectrum, where we look at
TAFE and all of the work that has been done to bring in free TAFE to provide those critical
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opportunities that would not be there had it not been for this investment—the very serious investment
that this government has made time and time again, successive budget after budget, to make sure that
we are providing those skills that are so fundamentally important to the way that our community
operates and to the way that our community interacts and continues that very important journey of
teaching and learning.
I am conscious that there are others that want to contribute to the bill this evening. I do want to very
quickly mention the extensive range of local investments in education for my electorate. We undertook
an exercise at the back end of 2018 to have a look over the four years as to all of the investments that
had been made in local schools in the Sunbury electorate compared to the four years before—the four
years that those opposite were in government—and it was not a pretty picture for those opposite. It
was around $45 million to $55 million under our watch for local capital investments in schools—
$45 million to $55 million. That is not to say we could not do more; of course we could do more. But
those opposite in their four years within the Sunbury electorate had put together just $2 million
combined for the schools in the electorate across four years.
I was particularly pleased to make an announcement for the secondary school that I went to, Sunbury
College, which builds on $14 million for Sunbury and Macedon Ranges Specialist School; $8 million
for Sunbury College, which I just mentioned; $8 million for Sunbury Downs; $2.5 million for a new
Catholic primary, Holy Trinity; $5.5 million for Salesian College, which included the new library and
STEM centre; $3.5 million for Sunbury Primary; $3.13 million for Gladstone Views; $3.5 million for
Gladstone Park; $4 million for Tullamarine; $700 000 for Kismet; over $180 000 for Diggers Rest
Primary from the important Inclusive Schools Fund; over $4.5 million for Tullamarine Primary; an
investment at Sunbury West for the installation of new play equipment and shade sails, and I certainly
think we can do more there and we will continue to advocate; and a whole range of investments. That
is just in capital. That is just the capital investment; that does not talk about some of the maintenance
money that goes into our local schools, doctors in schools, the schools camps and excursions fund,
breakfast clubs—all of the things that we can do as a government to give our students the very best
chance in their educational journey. That is what this government stands for. We will stand for that
each and every day that we are in office, and I am very proud to commend the bill to the house.
Ms RICHARDS (Cranbourne) (18:50): It is with great pleasure and pride that I contribute to the
debate this evening on the much-needed Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020. I
commend the minister’s staff and the officers of the department as well for the public policy work that
goes into bringing this to us. I commend the minister himself, whose eyes light up whenever a member
of caucus comes towards him to talk about the importance of education and the needs of the school
communities in the areas that we serve.
I think that that says something about the importance that a Labor government places on education.
Education and reform of education is front and centre of our agenda, and it is front and centre of the
care we have for the future of government. Of course an effective and well-oiled public sector capable
of providing the best possible service is also front and centre of our agenda, because we see public
service not as a pejorative term. Unlike those opposite, we see this as something that is at the core of
having a well-run state.
Before us we have amendments to part 2.5 and part 2.6 of the Education and Training Reform
Act 2006. Part 2.5 of the ETR act provides the framework for the Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Authority (VCAA) to develop curriculum for years 11 and 12 students and sets a
minimum standard for measuring and reporting on early childhood development. This relates of course
to policies, criteria and standards for curriculum, assessment and courses. Part 2.6 regulates the
Victorian Institute of Teaching and provides it with a framework to regulate the teaching profession,
a profession that is close to all of our hearts and a profession that, again, is front and centre of
responding to this global pandemic and always an opportunity to give a shout-out to my daughter, a
state school teacher with great passion and care.
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In order to perform its duty, the VCAA employs approximately 4000 teachers and suitably qualified
individuals to casually or seasonally perform tasks like developing, setting, supervising or marking
VCE exams, and these roles are absolutely critical. That is why we are amending this legislation to
clarify that the VCAA does have the power to employ people on a casual basis.
Now, my favourite role, my favourite task, associated with service to the community is to literally go
and speak to people at their doors in Cranbourne. When I ask a question about what matters most to
the community in Cranbourne, overwhelmingly the response is that their children and their children’s
future, their health, their wellbeing and their education are front and centre. That is because the
Cranbourne community puts children first. We are an optimistic community, and this government
joins with that optimism and joins in reform. That is part of the agenda—the way that we support
children by making sure that they have the best, scientifically-based education, whether it is
scientifically-based education that responds to the criteria, the research and how we best can support
students in schools, whether it is having mental health clinicians who are properly qualified and able
to respond to students’ needs or whether it is Safe Schools and making sure that children feel included
and that children feel they are a part of the school. We have never been one to respond to any of the
divisive calls that often those opposite try to lure the community into.
This legislation puts education front and centre of our reform agenda. I would like to talk about a
couple of the really important reforms—of course it is part of our DNA—that we have seen in the
community that I represent and the way that we have responded to modern teaching research. I would
like to highlight a couple of schools. We have Cranbourne West Secondary College. It is under
construction, and we are watching it with great anticipation as it rises up before us. Our wonderful
Cranbourne families from our burgeoning new estates are excited and optimistic about this new
school. We have a new principal, Rob Duncan. The member for Narre Warren South’s loss is my gain.
He will be the inaugural principal. The school’s new motto is—and it is a long time since I studied
Latin—Diversis viribus. Mr Wenzel, my Latin teacher, would be horrified by my pronunciation there.
It means ‘Strength through diversity’. At this school difference is to be celebrated, not to be tolerated.
This is a school where we have set the values down by the acronym ASPIRE, and that is acceptance,
sincerity, perseverance, inclusion, respect and excellence. So Cranbourne West Secondary College
will be a supported inclusion school, and that means the school has been designed to support a higher
number of students with a disability than a typical mainstream school. It will have additional facilities,
sensory areas, accessible play spaces, wider corridors, therapeutic gym equipment, inclusive learning
spaces with improved acoustics and lighting, and a project and kitchen space where kids with special
eating requirements can be accommodated. All of this additional support and specialised equipment
will create an inclusive learning environment, and that will benefit all students.
But Cranbourne West is not the only new school in Cranbourne. I would like to take the opportunity to
acknowledge Botanic Ridge Primary School, principal Lisa Vandenbosch and Tobin Cuss. Tobin does
terrific videos that lift us all up and remind us of how important our students are and that they are again
at the front and centre of our learning. The school is set alongside the spectacular Cranbourne Botanic
Gardens. When I walk past I reflect that the school had a smoking ceremony when they opened at the
beginning of this year, recognising that they are on the precious land of the Kulin nation. Their
relationship to the traditional owners sits at the centre of the school’s ethos, and it is reflected in their
logo. The symbology behind the logo holds multiple meanings and is focused on gum trees. The gum
trees represent water, the red copper hues represent the earth and the green represents our native flora.
They have chosen the names of important and influential Aboriginal families from the Cranbourne
community for their school houses, so I would like to acknowledge and recognise the children from
Harrison, Terrick, Charles and Walker houses. How terrific it is to have these families recognised.
I would also like to acknowledge Casey Fields Primary, a new school with an A-team that have been
set up for success. Last week I did a video for St Peter’s College in Cranbourne and Clyde North, and
I said that I was proud of the class of 2020, that they are the sons and daughters of Cranbourne in their
burgundy uniforms that I have missed so much this year.
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The schools in my area are a source of great pride to me as a local member of Parliament. St Therese’s
has had a really extraordinary contribution of $2.8 million for a complete refurbishment. We have got
Cranbourne East Secondary College, and their pride program is another source of great pride. This is
a really important reform from a government that has announced that we are the Education State. We
are at the centre of this reform. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr FREGON (Mount Waverley) (18:58): In the very brief time I have I just want to point out on
this bill the importance of enabling the employment of our assessors. Our assessors turn up every year,
both currently employed and retired educators, year after year to do an essential job at this time of the
year. I know that very well, because my mother-in-law, Ms Ruth Hastings, who was a long-term Glen
Waverley Secondary College teacher, has been doing it for over the last decade, and it is the highlight
of her year. It is a stressful time, but she does an exceptional job, like every other assessor.
In the last few seconds that I have left I would also like to wish our VCE and VCAL students very
good luck for the upcoming period. It has been a difficult year, but I know that you will get there and
I know you will do well. I still have some time—this is good. We can extend—I will go all night. The
other thing I would like to say is Brentwood Secondary College are having their valedictory dinner
tonight, and again I wish the— (Time expired)
Following speeches incorporated in accordance with resolution of house today:
Mr TAK (Clarinda)
I am delighted to make a contribution on the Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020.
This is a very important bill that will amend the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 (ETRA) to achieve
two major objectives, those being:
1.

to clarify the employment powers of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority; and

2.

to make technical amendments arising from changes to the Children’s Services Act 1996 regarding
early childhood teacher staffing requirements in children’s services.

It has been a huge year for us all, and this absolutely rings true for all of our students, teachers and parents.
I know the last few months have been particularly difficult for everyone, no matter their circumstances.
Throughout the pandemic the greatest responsibility of the government has been public wellbeing, including
the wellbeing of our students and school staff. That is why the Victorian government has always followed,
and will continue to follow, the advice of the Victorian chief health officer.
As such, I am absolutely delighted to see all remaining Victorian students returning to classrooms this week,
with 163 000 students in years 8 to 10 in metropolitan Melbourne joining their classmates in the final stage
of the staggered return to onsite learning.
This means that more than a million students across the state have transitioned from flexible and remote
learning back to onsite learning. What an achievement.
I’d like to say thank you to all of Clarinda’s students, parents and school staff for their hard work,
determination and dedication during remote learning and during the pandemic in general.
In term 4, the focus for every one of Clarinda’s government schools will be to provide continuity in learning
and support for every student to every extent possible. This means schools will support students’ mental health
and wellbeing, identify those who need help catching up, extend those who have progressed and prepare for
successful transitions.
I’d like to highlight that the Andrews Labor government recently announced a package of initiatives to ensure
more students can receive more support, including through the Navigator program, Lookout and the mental
health practitioners and mental health in primary schools pilot.
More information on all of the supports for student mental health is available from your school and can also
be viewed online.
Importantly, the package includes the rollout of the mental health practitioners initiative which has been
brought forward to be completed by the end of 2021.
This is a $51.2 million initiative, which began in July last year, which provides funding to schools to recruit
a mental health practitioner. It will see qualified mental health professionals in every government secondary
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school campus across the state, including psychologists, social workers, occupational therapists and mental
health nurses.
Mental health practitioners offer counselling and early intervention services, and coordinate support for
students with complex needs, linking them with broader allied and community health services.
All of Clarinda’s government secondary schools will receive between one and five days a week of support
from a mental health practitioner depending on size and requirements.
This builds on the $65.5 million investment in student health and wellbeing initiatives in schools, including
the Victorian anti-bullying and mental health initiative, the school-wide positive behaviour support program,
as well as increased investment in allied health and nursing services.
Returning to the substance of the bill, the bill proposes amendments to part 2.5 and part 2.6 of the Education
and Training Reform Act 2006.
The main purpose of the bill is to clarify the employment powers of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment
Authority through amendments to part 2.5 of the Education and Training Reform Act.
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) develops policies, criteria and standards for
curriculum, assessments and courses for school students, including courses leading to registered
qualifications.
In order to fulfil its functions in relation to the development and assessment of accredited courses for years 11
and 12 students, the VCAA needs to employ a number of teachers and other suitably qualified employees for
a fixed period or on a casual or sessional basis each year.
These employees are not ongoing staff of the VCAA, who are employed by the Secretary of the Department
of Education and Training under part 3 of the Public Administration Act 2004.
The VCAA currently relies on its general contracting power under the Education and Training Reform Act
to engage approximately 4000 employees for a fixed period or on a casual or sessional basis during peak
exam times in the school year to undertake tasks such as developing, setting, supervising and marking
Victorian certificate of education and Victorian certificate of applied learning exams.
Therefore, to remove any potential ambiguity around the VCAA’s power to employ persons for the purposes
of performing its functions, the proposed amendment clarifies that the VCAA does have a limited power to
engage employees for a fixed period or on a casual or sessional basis to develop and conduct assessments,
and for any additional purposes provided for through a ministerial order.
The bill also proposes technical consequential amendments to part 2.6 of the ETRA arising from changes to
the Children’s Services Act 1996 and the regulations made under that act regarding early childhood teacher
staffing requirements in children’s services.
Namely, the amendment will clarify that the definition of ‘early childhood teacher’ in that act includes only
those ‘educators’ who hold an approved early childhood teaching qualification.
Regarding consultation, the government has undertaken targeted consultation on the draft bill, and no
criticism of the proposed amendments has been made. The VCAA and the Victorian Institute of Teaching
have been consulted on the amendments affecting each organisation and are supportive.
Departmental coordination comments were sought on the proposed bill in March 2020. All departments
support the proposed bill.
I’m also delighted to support this bill.
And I’m extremely delighted to see our schools and our state moving to a COVID normal. What an amazing
achievement. Thank you to everyone.
And I commend the bill to the house.

Mr EREN (Lara)
I am pleased to speak to the house today in relation to the Education and Training Reform Amendment
(ETRA) Bill 2020.
I would like to begin by thanking the Minister for Training and Skills, the Honourable Gayle Tierney, for the
work she is doing across this portfolio.
The Victorian government is investing record funding in training and skills and higher education to make
Victoria the Education State.
The Education State is about achieving excellence, building world-class facilities and creating opportunities
for every Victorian.
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The Education State is about ensuring Victoria is a place where everyone can thrive and prosper, regardless
of their background or circumstances.
This bill aims to clarify the employment powers of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority
(VCAA) through amendments to part 2.5 of the ETRA.
The VCAA is a statutory authority that serves both government and non-government schools.
They develop policies, criteria and standards for curriculum, assessments and courses for school students,
including courses leading to registered qualifications.
The VCAA engages a number of teachers and other suitably qualified employees to undertake tasks such as
developing, setting, supervising and marking Victorian certificate of education (VCE) and Victorian
certificate of applied learning (VCAL) exams.
The purpose of this bill is to amend the Education and Training Reform Act 2006.
This is aimed at ensuring that the VCAA has a limited power to employ people on a sessional/casual basis or
for a fixed period to undertake functions for the VCE and VCAL exam period (such as developing and
marking of exams).
The bill also clarifies the definition of an early childhood teacher in part 2.6 of the act as a consequence of
recent amendments to the Children’s Services Act 1996.
These proposed amendments will give VCAA the power to directly employ staff on a fixed period or on a
casual/sessional basis to undertake tasks such as developing, setting, supervising and marking VCE and
VCAL exams.
This differs from what is currently occurring.
Now, the VCAA may only engage such workers through their general contracting power under the Education
and Training Reform Act 2006.
Those engaged by the VCAA to conduct assessments and develop curriculum, who are predominantly current
or retired qualified teachers, will be indirectly affected by the proposed amendments.
If the proposed VCAA amendments are not supported, there will continue to be some uncertainty about the
legal basis for employing staff for a fixed period or on a casual/sessional basis by the VCAA.
This would impede their ability to fulfil some of its development and assessment functions under the
Education and Training Reform Act 2006.
If the VCAA cannot fulfil its functions under the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 and the preparation
and marking of exams are impeded, this may have consequential impacts on students during exam periods.
The VCAA currently relies on its general contracting power under the ETRA to engage approximately
4000 of these employees for a fixed period or on a casual/sessional basis during peak exam times in the school
year to undertake tasks such as developing, setting, supervising and marking VCE exams.
The proposal will not require or result in any change to the current practices of the VCAA and will support
the VCAA to continue to provide essential services to Victoria’s senior secondary school students.
As I stated, the bill will also propose technical amendments to part 2.6 of the ETRA arising from changes to
the Children’s Services Act 1996 and the regulations made under that act regarding early childhood teacher
staffing requirements in children’s services.
The Children’s Services Amendment Act 2019, which commenced in May this year, aligned the regulatory
regime for children’s services with the regulatory regime for education and care services under the Education
and Care Services National Law (Victoria).
The Children’s Services Regulations 2020, which commenced at the same time, completed the alignment of
the children’s services regulatory framework with the national law.
The proposed amendments to part 2.6 of the ETRA will clarify that the definition of ‘early childhood teacher’
in this act includes only those ‘educators’ who hold an approved early childhood teaching qualification.
The government has undertaken limited, targeted consultation on the draft bill, and no criticism of the
proposed amendments has been made.
In fact the VCAA and the VIT have been consulted on the amendments affecting each organisation and are
supportive.
This bill is another example of our government’s commitment to all Victorians to ensure our state is the
Education State.
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This is so that everyone, regardless of background or circumstance, has access to a great education and the
best possible chance to reach their full potential. Our election commitments build on our promise to improve
outcomes for every student, in every classroom, and for every community.
And our government is wasting no time in getting on with delivering key initiatives to deliver this.
Three-year-old kindergarten delivery has commenced in all six of the 2020 rollout local government areas
(LGAs), with every family who wanted to enrol their child able to access a program.
There were nine new government primary schools that opened in 2020, seven of which have kindergartens
nearby or next to the school site. From 2021, we are ensuring that every new primary school will have a colocated kindergarten.
In my electorate we have built, with the assistance of the City of Greater Geelong, the brand new Korayn
Birralee Family Centre.
This centre includes a:
•

long day care

•

kindergarten

•

maternal child health

•

playgroups and parenting programs

•

five flexible consultation rooms

•

specialist family support program

•

toy library and

•

parent lounge.

This facility features the latest in early childhood facilities and environmental design, including a direct shared
entry and reception with Northern Bay College—Wexford Court campus—creating a connection for local
children from birth all the way to the end of primary school.
Since 1 October 2018, over 1450 scholarships have been accepted by future early childhood teachers and
educators, and as of 30 June 2020 enrolments in free TAFE early childhood courses are up 92 per cent from
the same period in 2019, with over 2000 students commencing studies as part of our commitment to provide
financial support to 8000 people studying to join the early childhood workforce.
We will be opening 14 new schools in 2021, and a further 14 schools will open in 2021.
Our $284 million investment in the building works package to deliver 43 school upgrades was committed to
at the 2018 election, and all commitments from 2018 for capital projects at specific schools are now funded.
In my electorate we have received wonderful new upgrades to local schools including Lara Lake PS and
Rollins PS along with recently announced funding for planning the last stage of the Northern Bay College
Wexford campus.
And $245 million, from the Non-Government Schools Capital Fund, was allocated to 93 non-government
schools.
One thousand schools will be participating in the expanded school breakfast clubs program, which has
delivered approximately 13 million meals to students across the state.
In an Australian first, students in all Victorian government schools now have access to free sanitary pads and
tampons at school.
And 181 accredited community language schools (CLS) received increased funding in 2019, giving more
students the support they need to learn or maintain their heritage language, or the language spoken by their
family.
Also, 21 accredited community language schools have received funding to deliver preschool places in 2020.
We are truly putting our money where our mouth is and investing in ensuring every child across the state is
getting the benefit of living in the Education State.
This bill is another great step towards achieving this goal and that’s why I commend the bill to the house, and
I wish it a speedy passage.

Business interrupted under resolution of house today.
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Adjournment
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Carbines): The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

WESTERN HIGHWAY DUPLICATION
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (19:00): (4651) My adjournment is to the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety, and the action I seek—in fact the action I demand—is that he secures funding in the upcoming
budget of $90 million to complete the duplication of the Western Highway from Ararat to Stawell. I
understand that budget day might now be Thursday, 19 November, and if so the minister still has time
to get this $90 million in to complete the 20 per cent funding from the 80 per cent funding of
$360 million that has already been provided by the federal government in the 2019 budget and then
reaffirmed in the 2020 budget. This road project is one very close to my heart. This is in fact the ninth
time I have raised this project in the house. I have repeatedly asked for the government to get on with
the section from Buangor to Ararat, and I see that that is at last proceeding. I understand that the
workers are getting on with that as we speak, and I welcome that. It is many years overdue. But I have
also repeatedly asked the Minister for Transport Infrastructure and the Treasurer, and I am now asking
the Minister for Roads and Road Safety, to get funding and get on with completing Ararat through to
Stawell. Not only is this a project of national importance; it is a project that the federal government
largely funds. It has got to be the cheapest section of road for any part of Victoria. The federal
government funds 80 per cent of it, and they have agreed to that funding.
The final point I would make on this section of road is on why it has been delayed. I understand why
it has been delayed on the Buangor to Ararat section, but there has never been any reason that the
government could not have got on with the section from Ararat to Stawell, which is also a dangerous
section of road. It is a major highway, and now it is exactly the kind of project, as we move into the
recovery phase post the COVID lockdowns, that we need in country Victoria. It is an infrastructure
project, it creates jobs, it creates a safer road and it is largely funded by the commonwealth. There just
is no reason for the government not to fund it, not to put up their $90 million to get this road completed,
and so I call on the minister at last to get in and get this section of the road underway for the benefit of
my community.
NEPEAN HIGHWAY TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (19:03): (4652) My adjournment tonight is to the Minister for
Roads and Road Safety as well, and the action I seek is for the minister to update my community on
the proposed speed reduction signs or traffic management changes on the Nepean Highway outside
the Parkdale Primary School. I have had the great privilege and pleasure to work with the Parkdale
school community for a number of years. This school community now numbers over 700 students,
and the advocacy that has been done by this school community around safety issues outside Parkdale
Secondary College on the slip lane of the Nepean Highway has been going on for some time. We saw
a ute roll over recently, and that could have been a lot higher risk and a lot higher concern for our local
community had there been schoolkids in that vicinity at the time. This is an area of the Nepean
Highway that takes a substantial amount of traffic, tens of thousands of vehicle movements each and
every day outside of COVID restrictions, and as we come back to a COVID normal and we see more
traffic movements and the fact that less people are on public transport, we are going to see more and
more road users out and about in our local community.
I want to place on record my great appreciation for the work done by two amazing local parents,
Katrina Nurse and Amy Naulls, who have represented our community passionately in advocating for
the safety of our students and our families for some time, and for the work that they have done with
safer walking routes to connect our students to schools on foot and on their bikes as well. So this is a
really important issue for my local community because of the schoolkids going back now, the safety
interactions that are had time and time again and the need to make sure that in everything that we are
doing around our schools we are safe and we are protecting our local community. I have had
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discussions with the minister during this time, and I am really keen, further to those discussions, to get
an update in this adjournment on those proposed speed reductions. Obviously there was an assessment
that we did out on site with VicRoads. They came down and visited before the COVID-19 restrictions
came into effect. We are really keen to know more about that as we head towards the end of the year
given how important that is for our local community.
GEMBROOK ELECTORATE BUS SERVICES
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (19:05): (4653) My adjournment is for the Minister for Public Transport,
and the action I ask for is for the minister to come out to meet with the school council president, Kerri
Sherry, and the new principal, Christian Woodcock, of the Officer Secondary College in relation to the
important bus needs for that area. We have been trying to communicate with the government around
the need for a bus that goes to a school that currently has over 1000 students—it will be 1100 by next
year. It sits within the education precinct of the Officer Specialist School, proudly built by a Liberal
government; the Officer Secondary College, proudly funded by a Liberal government; and the
Bridgewood Primary School and integrated services—with a combined 2000 students in that local area.
At the moment there is no direct school bus for students there. They can catch a train and walk across
from the train station, where there are no dedicated paths. The only ones are made of Lilydale topping;
there are no concrete paths. There is no safe access for students to cross there.
School council president Kerri Sherry has not received a response despite follow-up attempts, and the
school has been asking the government since 2017. So with all these submissions from the school,
petitions from the school and letters from my office going to the Minister for Public Transport since
the date of 2017, we have failed to get responses, let alone anything about any action down there. That
proves the incompetency of any public transport minister we have seen so far in this government,
where they fail to acknowledge even the issues that are of concern to students down there. When we
have got 1000 students between year 7 and year 12 travelling across and walking around a high
intersection area, the more buses we can get and the more options we can get for students to go to
school, it will remove the amount of cars from the area, it will remove the amount of foot traffic going
across from the railway station and it will improve safety.
It can be easily resolved. We have spoken to the school president down there, and it is just simply an
extending of the bus routes 837, 926 and 928 to accommodate close to 600 families who would
regularly use the service. The school has spoken to the students and the families about this. They would
all be willing to do this, and it could reduce a commute time of over 45 minutes at the moment for
students that live just 4 kilometres away.
Because of the bus routes at the moment which go to other schools and can drop off in their local area,
we have seen students being asked to leave those buses during the term whilst travelling to school and
then being told to walk the extra 1 or 2 kilometres or wait for another bus because of the delays in this
government getting a bus service for a school that we funded and that we made sure was ready and
available for the community. It is disappointing that this was not followed through by the Labor
government to ensure that students could arrive at school safely.
RUGBY LEAGUE CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (19:08): (4654) My adjournment request is for the Minister for
Tourism, Sport and Major Events, and the action I seek is an update on the development of Victoria’s
first Rugby League centre of excellence at Seabrook Reserve, Broadmeadows. The centre will become
an administration base for NRL Victoria and its 20 staff and will host a future Melbourne Storm
women’s team, state league and local club matches as well as touch football competitions.
Broadmeadows is the new field of dreams for Melbourne Storm, which has the discipline, teamwork
and commitment it takes to build a world championship club and has just celebrated another
memorable NRL premiership. The centre of excellence will inspire today’s youth and future
generations and build community cohesion.
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I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate everyone connected with Melbourne Storm for
their outstanding win of the NRL premiership on Sunday. Captain Cameron Smith, showcasing the
big V on his chest, declared, and I quote:
Everyone back home in Victoria, this one’s for you.

I know that was deeply appreciated. I also recognise that, Speaker, you are wearing the Melbourne
Storm tie tonight, and I am sure you and many other Victorians will join in that celebration, deeply
appreciated as it was. Years ago I toured a local primary school with Cameron Smith and had to
actually stop the class to explain that this was probably Rugby League’s greatest player. So that is the
style of the man; he has always been a modest champion.
The field of dreams project will develop future stars and help connect the disconnected in Melbourne’s
north. It is scheduled to be built next year, but there might be another opportunity to add value through
the Victorian government’s community sports infrastructure loan scheme, which provides
organisations access to low-interest loans between $500 000 and $10 million to deliver community
sport and recreation infrastructure. The aim is to support the delivery of community sporting
infrastructure that will increase participation opportunities for Victorians, placing a focus on areas of
disadvantage and under-represented groups. Extending the field of dreams project appears to qualify,
especially for its benefits in improving physical and mental health in lower socio-economic
communities experiencing long-term disadvantage.
As chair of the Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board, I will put this on the agenda as a new opportunity
and seek collaboration with Hume City Council on this or any other proposals, such as the plans
reported to me for a shovel-ready upgrade of the pavilion at Jacana Reserve.
LATROBE VALLEY AUTHORITY
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (19:11): (4655) My adjournment matter tonight is for the
Minister for Regional Development, and the action that I seek is for the minister to explain to the
communities of the Latrobe Valley and Gippsland whether the Latrobe Valley Authority has a future.
Members will be aware that the LVA was established in 2016 in the wake of the announcement of the
closure of the Hazelwood power station as an attempt to help the region transition and to provide
regional development support for the Latrobe Valley and Gippsland—and, I will say, the wider area
of Gippsland because it covered the shires of Baw Baw, Latrobe and Wellington, which of course
includes my electorate of Gippsland South.
The funding was provided for a four-year period, which expired at the end of the last financial year,
2019–20, but of course with the COVID pandemic and the omnibus bill that provided ongoing
appropriations for the state back in April, that was extended by decree—not by line item in the bill, I
might add. Ultimately the government advised the community that there was funding for the LVA to
continue until the next budget. Now, we do not know when that budget is, and the member for Ripon
to my right has quite rightly highlighted the delays that we continue to see from the government in
even announcing a date for a budget, let alone actually having one. The LVA is one of the organisations
that we are waiting to see whether it will actually continue or not.
The LVA says that its programs have created 2500 jobs. That is $106 000 of taxpayers money per job.
If you compare that to the Latrobe Valley Industry and Infrastructure Fund under the previous coalition
government, for which there was $15 million delivered by Regional Development Victoria, it created
1200 jobs at just $12 500 per job. Now, that is not the only metric that we look at, obviously, in these
situations, but one does have to question whether the current structure of the LVA has done the job
that it is meant to do.
Importantly, though, the job is not finished. Whether it has been successful or not, there is still the
need for transition support for the Latrobe Valley and Gippsland more broadly, in particular since the
government’s disastrous decision to announce the end of the native timber industry and the impact
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that is going to have on the wider Gippsland area. So the question, I guess, is: was the LVA designed
to actually help the valley and to help the region transition or was it just a political tool for the
government ahead of the 2018 election? The Minister for Regional Development can clear that up.
She should be doing so for the community as quickly as possible.
MCKINNON SECONDARY COLLEGE
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) (19:14): (4656) My adjournment matter is for the attention of the
Minister for Education and concerns the second campus of McKinnon Secondary College. The action
that I seek from the minister is that he ensures that further details of the second campus, including the
year levels that will be at the campus and of course the enrolment zone, are released before Christmas.
The second campus of McKinnon Secondary was a key commitment that I made to my local
community at the 2018 state election. Construction is well underway, and when it is completed it will
accommodate 1100 students. What my community wants to know is which year levels will be at the
campus, but they also want to see the new zone, which I know is still being considered.
Normally school zones are released in the year prior to the new school or campus opening, so in this
case, with the campus opening in 2022, the school zone would normally be released next year. But I
do ask that the minister ensures that this information is provided prior to Christmas in order to provide
local families in my electorate with greater certainty about enrolment options not only at McKinnon
Secondary College but of course at the other fantastic local schools in the area as well.
LABOUR HIRE LICENSING
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (19:15): (4657) The matter I wish to raise is for the attention of
the Minister for Industrial Relations and concerns the Labour Hire Licensing Act 2018. The action I
seek is that the minister provide an update on how the Labour Hire Licensing Act has impacted the
conditions for insecure workers in my constituency of Narre Warren South. The legislation established
the Labour Hire Authority and actually became law one year ago this week. It was enacted in order to
ensure that those providing labour hire services are properly licensed and regulated and that they
demonstrate compliance with superannuation, taxation, occupational health and safety and workplace
laws.
For too long we have heard stories of workers, often newly arrived migrants, who work for below
minimum wages, are paid cash in hand and are subjected to the most horrible working conditions under
these dodgy labour hire contractors. My electorate has a very high percentage of migrant families who
have made Victoria their home, and they require protection and support as they simply try to provide
for their families. The legislation was enacted to make sure that labour hire that was doing the wrong
thing could no longer get away with those sorts of practices. Workers in my electorate deserve better.
The Andrews government is committed to ensuring that all those who work in Victoria have access to
safe, secure and dignified legal employment. I would appreciate if the minister could provide an update
on how the Labour Hire Licensing Act has impacted insecure workers in my electorate of Narre Warren
South. I look forward to sharing the minister’s response with my community.
EVELYN ELECTORATE ROADS
Ms VALLENCE (Evelyn) (19:17): (4658) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Roads
and Road Safety, and the action that I seek is for the minister in the upcoming state budget to commit
once and for all to fixing the dangerous roads in my electorate, including fully funding in the budget
the desperately needed road-widening and intersection upgrades at both Killara Road and Maroondah
Highway in Coldstream and Warburton Highway in Seville East.
The Coldstream community—residents, traders and CFA brigade volunteers—are frustrated and fed
up with the Andrews Labor government dragging the chain on duplicating the Maroondah Highway
and fixing the dangerous intersection with traffic lights at Killara Road and Station Street. For too long
the Andrews Labor government has ignored the Coldstream community, but they cannot ignore that
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this project is fully funded by the federal Liberal government. This project will not cost the state
government coffers a cent. Frankly, Minister, the action I seek is for you to list this in the budget as a
road project and just crack on with the job. It will help create jobs as we recover from COVID, and
the Coldstream community just need a start date for this project to fix this unsafe road.
The Seville and Seville East communities—residents and local emergency services first responders,
both the police and CFA volunteers—are also frustrated and fed up with being ignored on the urgent
need to fix the Warburton Highway between Peters and Douthie roads in Seville East. It is incredibly
disappointing that the Andrews Labor government still fails to listen to these communities, who are still
unable to turn safely into and out of their homes. With kids as well just having returned to school, there
is still no safe way for these students to cross safely at this very dangerous crest from the bus stops.
The action I seek is for you to fund in the budget the widening of this road and installation of dedicated
turning lanes and pedestrian safety. Labor should be utterly embarrassed that over a year ago it did a
safety review and its solution was to put in a few flimsy reflector poles on the side of the road. At the
time a Labor member, Ms Harriet Shing, in announcing these reflectors claimed that this made the
road much safer, and only nine days later we saw yet another terrible car crash.
At each of these roads in Coldstream and Seville East there have tragically been fatalities. There are
regular crashes and near misses. It is simply not good enough for these communities. Labor must not
wait for another fatality before fixing these known dangerous hotspots. Labor’s long history of neglect
in failing to fix nine dangerous roads in my community is not fair and is simply not good enough.
BAYSWATER ELECTORATE HEALTH SERVICES
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater) (19:20): (4659) I rise to raise a matter with the Minister for Health. The
action I seek is that the minister provide my community with an update on what is being done to support
local health care in our community, especially at the Angliss Hospital. We have always valued the work
that our healthcare workers do, from the orderlies to the doctors to the nurses and our first responders
and everyone else in between. They step forward when we need them most, and they always have.
However, in a year when we have faced the greatest healthcare challenge for over a generation they
have been at the forefront of our minds. Every time we put on a mask, every time we stayed home we
were of course supporting them. They have risen to the challenge, as we knew they would. I am very
proud to be part of a government that is backing them in each and every step of the way.
In 2018 I was so proud that the Andrews government committed to the next stage of the Angliss
Hospital expansion, committing to more beds at an upgraded Angliss in conjunction with a brand new,
120-bed, state-of-the-art public aged-care facility in Wantirna. Our community is proud of the work
they do—very, very proud always and particularly this year—and of course excited to see the next
steps of the journey for the Angliss Hospital, a much-loved community hospital. The Andrews
government is getting on with the job of supporting health care locally not just through upgrades to
the Angliss and Maroondah hospitals but also that new aged-care facility in Wantirna. They are
backing in our healthcare heroes with the support they need now more than ever. I thank the minister
for his consideration of my question and for the work he and his team continue to do to support our
healthcare system.
Following matter incorporated in accordance with resolution of house today:
MILDURA ELECTORATE PUBLIC HOUSING
Ms CUPPER (Mildura) (4660)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Housing and the action I seek is for the minister to ensure the
government prioritises the health and wellbeing of public housing tenants in the Mildura electorate by
installing air conditioning in their homes before the onset of another brutal summer.
To say installing air conditioning in public housing is a matter of public health and safety is not hyperbole.
It is a matter of urgency.
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Numerous studies have shown the impacts of climate change are not only real, they are here.
Longer and more intense heatwaves in summer as well as increasing night-time temperatures mean that air
conditioning in public housing is not a matter of comfort but survival.
A landmark study by Mallee Family Care in conjunction with the University of Sydney titled Extreme Heat
Driven by the Climate Emergency: Impacts on the Health and Wellbeing of Public Housing Tenants in
Mildura, Victoria uncovered a litany of adverse impacts of summer heat for public housing tenants.
The report outlined physical effects including heat exhaustion, dehydration, headaches and breathing
difficulties along with profoundly negative impacts on people’s mental wellbeing.
One of the most alarming aspects was the impact on children—particularly their inability to concentrate at
school due to a lack of sleep.
Residents interviewed for the report spoke of a spike in substance abuse and domestic violence issues.
These are real and alarming issues and point to the need for the Victorian government to invest in air
conditioning for public housing tenants. They are Victorians too. They deserve dignity, respect and basic
human rights.
I’m proud to say this issue was raised by Mildura’s YMCA Victoria Youth Parliament team, which comprised
Ella Beard, Jordan Currie, Jemima Lotika, Chloe Hosking, Brady Glen and Chloe Horne.
Their bill sought the establishment of a task force to install air conditioning in public housing across the state,
including Mildura.
Thankfully, we are starting to see an easing of COVID-19 restrictions, which is allowing more freedom of
movement in our community.
But after what our state has been through in the past few months, it is critical to consider what would be the
impact on public housing tenants if Mildura was forced into a stage-4 lockdown in the middle of a Mallee
summer. It would be a public health emergency.

RESPONSES
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating) (19:22): The member for Ripon
raised a matter for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety, as did the member for Mordialloc. The
member for Gembrook raised a matter for the Minister for Public Transport, and the member
Broadmeadows raised a matter for the Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events. The member
for Gippsland South raised a matter for the Minister for Regional Development, and the member for
Bentleigh raised a matter for the Minister for Education. The member for Narre Warren South raised
a matter for the Minister for Industrial Relations, and the member for Evelyn raised a matter for the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety. Finally, the member for Bayswater raised a matter for the
Minister for Health. I will refer them all accordingly.
The SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. The house now stands adjourned.
House adjourned 7.23 pm.

