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Friday, 4 September 2020
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair at 10.03 am and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER (10:03): We acknowledge the traditional Aboriginal owners of the land on which
we are meeting. We pay our respects to them, their culture, their elders past, present and future, and
elders from other communities who may be here today.
Petitions
Following petitions presented to house by Clerk:
TIMBER INDUSTRY
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria
This petition of residents in the State of Victoria, demands the Parliament of Victoria urgently
recognises and supports Victoria’s sustainable and internationally accredited native timber industry.
We ask Members of Parliament to recognise:
•

This sustainable industry provides direct and indirect employment for some 21,000 Victorians;

•

Forestry takes place in less than 0.04 per cent of Victoria’s forest estate each year, with areas
carefully Managed and replanted for long term rotations;

•

More than 94 per cent of Victoria’s forests are protected, not available or unsuitable for forestry
activity;

•

Sustainable forest harvest and regeneration can play positive roles in carbon mitigation as well as
also bush fire load management;

•

Research that confirms Victoria’s plantation industry is not an economically viable or
environmentally sustainable alternative to the native forestry industry;

•

That Daniel Andrews and the Victorian Labor Government’s plan to shut down our native forest
industry will cost jobs, close businesses, and destroy Victorian communities.

By Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (60 signatures).
GIPPSLAND EAST ELECTORATE PUBLIC HOUSING
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria
This petition of the residents of Eastwood (3875) in the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the
Legislative Assembly, the Government’s intention to develop a cluster of five Duplex dwellings (10
residences) on single residential blocks in Glendon Drive, Eastwood (in addition to a Department of Health
and Human Services (DHHS) family crisis centre. This will result in approximately 60% of this short two
hundred metre long residential street being occupied by DHHS facilities. This is inconsistent with the
Government’s own Public Housing Renewal Program guidelines and the findings of the Parliamentary
inquiry into the Adequacy and Future Directions of Public Housing in Victoria (2010).
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria calls on DHHS to follow its own
policy guidelines and find other more suitable locations where public housing dwellings can be dispersed
indistinguishably, to achieve the Government’s goal of sensible community assimilation.

By Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (214 signatures).
POLICE RESOURCES
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria
The Petition of
Residents in the Murray Plains electorate draws to the attention of the House
That the government has: A worsening hoon problem in Echuca and not enough police to support
community safety.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
2120

Legislative Assembly

Friday, 4 September 2020

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria ensure that the Andrews
Government: Increase police resources to combat this growing problem.

By Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (220 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petition lodged by member for Murray Plains be considered next day on motion
of Mr WALSH (Murray Plains).
Ordered that petitions lodged by member for Gippsland East be considered next day on motion
of Mr T BULL (Gippsland East).
Business of the house
ADJOURNMENT
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (10:05): I move:
(1) the house, at its rising, adjourns until Thursday, 17 September 2020, or an earlier day and hour to be
fixed by the Speaker;
(2) if, in the opinion of the Speaker, the next scheduled sitting or a rescheduled sitting should not proceed
on the basis of health advice, the Speaker will consult with the Leader of the House and the Manager of
Opposition Business to delay the next meeting and set a future day and hour to meet; and
(3) the Speaker will notify members of any changes to the next sitting date.

Motion agreed to.
Bills

CLADDING SAFETY VICTORIA BILL 2020
Statement of compatibility
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (10:07): In accordance with the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities
Act 2006 I table a statement of compatibility in relation to the Cladding Safety Victoria Bill 2020.
Opening paragraphs
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the ‘Charter’),
I make this Statement of Compatibility with respect to the Cladding Safety Victoria Bill 2020 (the Bill).
In my opinion, the Bill, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with human rights as set out
in the Charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview
The Bill establishes Cladding Safety Victoria (CSV) as a body corporate with a governing board for the
purposes of delivering the Victorian government’s cladding rectification program.
The Bill amends the Building Act 1993 to support the creation of CSV by transferring functions conferred on
the Victorian Building Authority (VBA) relating to cladding rectification work to the new entity, and enabling
the VBA to pay certain amounts to CSV to fund the cladding rectification program (the Cladding Rectification
Levy) and to facilitate information sharing between CSV and the VBA.
The Bill empowers CSV to determine buildings that are to be prioritised for financial assistance for cladding
rectification work; determine the amounts and make payments for financial assistance for cladding
rectification work to eligible building owners and owners corporations; and to facilitate cladding rectification
work for government buildings.
Finally, the Bill also amends the Building Act 1993 to extend the limitation period for building actions related
to buildings that require cladding rectification work where the claim would have expired between 16 July
2019 and 12 months of commencement of the Bill.
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Human Rights Issues
Human rights protected by the Charter that are relevant to the Bill
The human rights protected by the Charter that are relevant to the Bill are:
•

the right to life (section 9)

•

privacy and reputation (section 13)

•

taking part in public life (section 18)

•

the right to property (section 20), and

•

fair hearing (section 24).

For the following reasons, I am satisfied that the Bill is compatible with the Charter and, if any rights are
limited, those limitations are reasonable and demonstrably justified having regard to the factors in section 7(2)
of the Charter.
Right to life
Section 9 of the Charter provides that every person has the right to life and has the right not to be arbitrarily
deprived of life. This right imposes a positive duty on public authorities to take appropriate action, to prevent
a person’s death when they know that their life is at risk.
The government is cognisant of the risks associated with combustible cladding and has taken the significant
step of implementing a cladding rectification program to address these risks. The Bill enables CSV to
prioritise buildings for cladding rectification work and invite the relevant building owners and owners
corporations to apply for financial assistance for that work.
Clause 1 of the Bill includes the purpose of the Act, including to allow CSV to provide guidance to building
owners, owners corporations and consumers in relation to cladding rectification work in order to promote
effectiveness and mitigate risk.
Clause 28 of the Bill provides that CSV must prioritise for potential financial assistance any buildings that have
been referred to it by a municipal building surveyor, including the VBA, as requiring cladding rectification
work. The Bill provides the legal framework for CSV to consider the prioritisation of buildings notified to CSV.
Clause 29 of the Bill enables CSV to invite in writing the owner or owners corporation of a building that has
been prioritised under clause 28 to apply to register for potential financial assistance for cladding rectification
work. CSV may accept or refuse to accept an application for registration for potential financial assistance.
Clause 30 of the Bill provides that upon accepting an application, CSV may grant financial assistance by
entering into a funding agreement with the owner or owners corporation of the building.
The framework established by the Bill for CSV addresses the positive duty on CSV to take appropriate action
and to ensure the allocation of funding for cladding rectification will prevent risk to life and ensure a person’s
right to life.
I consider the provisions are consistent with the right to life under section 9 of the Charter.
Privacy
Section 13 of the Charter provides that a person has the right not to have their privacy, family, home or
correspondence unlawfully or arbitrarily interfered with, and not to have their reputation unlawfully attacked.
An interference with privacy will not be unlawful where it is permitted by a law which is precise and
appropriately circumscribed. Interferences with privacy will not be arbitrary provided they are reasonable in
the particular circumstances.
Pecuniary interests and conflicts of interest
Clause 10 of the Bill provides that CSV will have a governing body known as the Cladding Safety Victoria
board (CSV board). The CSV board will consist of not less than 3 but no more than 7 members appointed by
the Minister. Clause 21 of the Bill requires members to declare in a board meeting any pecuniary interest or
conflict of interest in relation to a matter being considered or to be considered.
Clause 21 further provides for instances where a member may or may not have a pecuniary interest or conflict
of interest. Clause 21(2) states that a member of the CSV board does not have a pecuniary interest or a conflict
of interest in a matter merely because the member is engaged in the building industry; or any matter connected
with the building industry. Clause 21(3) provides that a member is taken to have a pecuniary interest or a
conflict of interest in a matter relating to a building or building work if the member: (a) is or was involved in
designing that building; (b) assisted in preparing or making an application for a building permit or occupancy
permit under the Building Act 1993 for that building or building work; or (c) is or was the relevant building
surveyor within the meaning of the Building Act 1993 in respect of an application for a permit for that building
or building work.
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Insofar as the provision requires disclosure of personal information about which a person might have a
reasonable expectation of privacy, I consider that any interference with privacy is lawful and not arbitrary. The
Bill clearly prescribes the circumstances under which any disclosure must occur and limits the disclosure of
conflicts of interests to circumstances where it is essential to the maintenance of the integrity of the CSV board.
The interference is therefore reasonable and can be balanced against any interference with a member’s privacy.
I consider that the provision is consistent with the right to privacy under section 13 of the Charter.
Financial assistance for cladding rectification works, reporting obligations and information sharing
Several clauses of the Bill involve the collection, use and disclosure of information. Clause 28 of the Bill
enables CSV to prioritise for financial assistance any buildings that have been referred to it by a municipal
building surveyor as requiring cladding rectification work. Clause 29 of the Bill enables CSV to invite in
writing the owner or owners corporation of a building to register for potential financial assistance. Clause 29
further provides that CSV may request any information that it considers necessary to assist in deciding
whether to accept a registration application. In accordance with clause 29(5), an applicant must take
reasonable steps to provide information requested by CSV under clause 29. Clause 30 of the Bill enables CSV
to determine whether to grant financial assistance and to enter into a funding agreement with the building
owner or owners corporation if financial assistance is granted. Clause 31 of the Bill provides that CSV must
notify those persons or bodies prescribed following the completion of any cladding rectification work in
respect of a building under a funding agreement. Clause 35 of the Bill requires CSV to comply with the
reporting requirements in the Financial Management Act 1994 and to include details in the annual report of
funding agreements entered into and cladding rectification work funded and completed. Clause 36 of the Bill
sets out the types of written records CSV must keep up to date, including decisions made under clauses 28,
29 and 30 and complaints made under clause 26. Finally, clause 37 of the Bill states that CSV may enter into
information sharing agreements with specified persons or bodies.
Although these provisions require and permit CSV to deal with personal and identifying information, I do not
consider these dealings as being unlawful or arbitrary. CSV, as a public entity within the meaning of the
Public Administration Act 2004, is bound by the requirements of the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014
and must ensure that any collection, use or disclosure of information is done in accordance with the
Information Privacy Principles set out in Part 3 of that Act. Further, the information which can be shared
pursuant to clause 37 is limited to “information that would be reasonably required by either party to the
agreement to assist in the exercise of functions of the other party.” The Bill has been drafted to strike a
reasonable balance between the need to be open and transparent in government decision making with the
need to protect life by ensuring buildings are safe and that information relating to building risk does not get
into the wrong hands.
Accordingly, I consider that the provisions are compatible with the right to privacy under section 13 of the
Charter.
Taking part in public life
Section 18 of the Charter provides that every person in Victoria has the right, and is to have the opportunity,
without discrimination, to participate in the conduct of public affairs, directly or through freely chosen
representatives. It further provides that every eligible person has the right and is to have the opportunity, without
discrimination to have access, on general terms of equality, to the Victorian public service and public office.
Clause 11 of the Bill provides for the appointment of members to the CSV board. In determining
appointments, the Minister is to consider a person’s qualifications, skills, knowledge and experience.
Clauses 13, 14 and 15 of the Bill provide for the circumstances in which a member of the CSV board can
resign or be removed, or the office becomes vacant.
I consider that the appointment requirements outlined in the Bill are reasonable, objective and do not engage
any attribute protected against discrimination or conduct constituting discrimination under the Equal
Opportunity Act 2010 that is also discrimination under the Charter. Further, although clauses 13, 14 and 15
may be viewed as restricting a person’s right to take part in public life, any limitations imposed by these
provisions are reasonable and justified in that they facilitate good corporate governance and hold members to
account for their responsibilities as members of the CSV board.
Accordingly, I consider that the provisions are compatible with the right to take part in public life under
section 18 of the Charter.
Right to property
Section 20 of the Charter provides that a person must not be deprived of his or her property other than in
accordance with the law. This right requires that powers which authorise the deprivation of property are
conferred by legislation or common law, are confined and structured rather than arbitrary or unclear, are
accessible to the public, and are formulated precisely.
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Clause 54 of the Bill amends the Building Act 1993 to provide that the State is subrogated to the rights and
remedies of a building owner who receives financial assistance from CSV, for cladding rectification work of
their building. Subrogation enables the State to exercise an owner’s rights and to take legal action against any
person in relation to the installation or use of non compliant or non-conforming cladding that has resulted in
the need for cladding rectification work to be undertaken.
Subrogation is the process by which one party (in this case the State of Victoria) is substituted for another, so
that it may enforce that other’s rights against a third party for its own benefit. Examples of the right of
subrogation include contracts of indemnity or of insurance, in which subrogation is an inherent part.
‘Property’ for the purposes of section 20 of the Charter has a broad meaning and includes both real and
personal property and any right or interest regarded as property under Victorian law. Therefore, property
encompasses legal interests and contractual rights. The term ‘deprived’ is similarly broad and may include
being stripped of ownership or not enjoying exclusive use of rights. To the extent the clauses on subrogation
in the Bill may result in deprivations of property rights, I consider that such deprivations will be in accordance
with law as the subrogation provisions in the Bill and the Building Act 1993 are clearly articulated and only
enlivened if an owner accepts and receives financial assistance from CSV. Therefore, I consider these
provisions to be compatible with the right to property under the Charter.
If it is deemed that the right in section 20 is limited, I consider that the limitation would be reasonable and
demonstrably justified under section 7(2) of the Charter. Subrogation of rights only occurs with the consent
of an owner and results in the owner being compensated for losses caused to their property by the failures of
building practitioners, architects, building surveyors and other consultants. Subrogation also relieves the
burden of owners funding these works themselves and pursuing any legal action to recover the costs of doing
so. Therefore, any limitation of their legal rights can be construed as reasonable and justified given the benefits
of receiving financial assistance and participating in the cladding rectification program.
Accordingly, I consider that the provisions are compatible with the right to property under section 18 of the
Charter.
Fair hearing
Section 24 of the Charter states that a person charged with a criminal offence or a party to a civil proceeding
has the right to have the charge or proceeding decided by a competent, independent and impartial court or
tribunal after a fair and public hearing. The purpose of this right is to ensure that the proper administration of
justice by protecting the rights of and not unfairly disadvantaging parties to litigation.
Clause 53 of the Bill amends section 134 of the Building Act 1993 to extend the time in which a building
action must be brought from 10 to 12 years if the action relates to a product or material that is or could be a
non-compliant or non-conforming external wall cladding product; and the limitation period would expire
during the period from 16 July 2019 to 12 months after commencement of the Bill.
The State-wide cladding audit identified that a large number of buildings were fitted with non-compliant
combustible cladding, the majority of which fell into the moderate to extreme risk categories. In order to hold
the practitioners who were involved with the design and construction of these building to account, clause 53
provides the State and building owners additional time to conduct due diligence activities to target building
work and practitioners against which to bring proceedings. It is intended that these activities will have a
deterrent effect and assist the State to recoup costs associated with the cladding rectification program.
Although the effect of clause 53 places an additional burden on defendants in civil proceedings by extending
the time plaintiffs may have to prepare their claim and expanding the scope of potential liability placed on
civil defendants, I consider the limitation reasonable and justified as the extension is limited to claims that
would have expired after the announcement of the cladding rectification program and the commencement of
the Bill. Further, evidentiary issues will be mitigated as the extension is only for approximately two years and
courts will still be bound by the rules of evidence.
I also note that the right in section 24 of the Charter extends to plaintiffs in civil proceedings. Plaintiffs should
be provided sufficient time to understand that they have a claim, to investigate the claim and commence
proceedings. Clause 53 can be considered as enhancing this right for owners who will, in most cases, have
only been informed of the latent defects in their buildings as a result of the State-wide Cladding Audit, which
began in 2017.
Accordingly, the Bill is compatible with the right to a fair hearing under section 24 of the Charter.
Hon Richard Wynne, MP
Minister for Planning
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Second reading
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (10:07): I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

I ask that the second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.
Incorporated speech as follows:
The Victorian Government is committed to removing the scourge of combustible cladding from our
communities. The safety of building occupants is our top priority.
As the Victorian Cladding Taskforce detailed in its final report in July 2019, rectification of combustible
cladding on buildings is complex and difficult. Different solutions will be required for different buildings. It
will also take time—in large part due to the size and number of affected buildings and the nature of the
building works to be carried out.
In the years that followed Melbourne’s Lacrosse Fire in 2014 and the tragic Grenfell fire in the United
Kingdom, it’s become clear that often owners corporations are not adequately governed and resourced to deal
with complex, large-scale building matters like cladding rectification.
Taking note of the advice of the Cladding Taskforce, the Government decided it needed to intervene to support
owners of buildings assessed as higher-risk to rectify their combustible cladding. This support includes funding,
but also a critical role for the Government in helping to advise and guide owners and owners corporations
through the process of rectification. This is why the Government has established Cladding Safety Victoria.
Cladding Safety Victoria has been operating as a business unit of the Victorian Building Authority since the
Government announced a $600 million package to fix buildings with combustible cladding in July 2019—
the Cladding Rectification Program.
That funding package included industry contribution through an additional building permit levy, introduced
by the Building Amendment (Cladding Rectification) Act 2019, to raise up to $300 million over the life of
the five-year program.
Since that time, Cladding Safety Victoria has established critical momentum towards delivering a program of
this scale. Under the Victorian Building Authority, this business unit has first tackled 15 priority buildings
funded under the 2019–20 State Budget. It is now rolling to scale up delivery to 200 buildings a year.
Cladding Safety Victoria has also taken responsibility for coordinating the rectification of Government
buildings. This has resulted in a consistency of approach and a centre of excellence for cladding rectification.
However, despite steady progress, this governance model is unsustainable. The Victorian Building Authority
needs to focus on driving improved building and plumbing outcomes and improved consumer confidence—
and any distraction from that goal is not in the community’s interest.
The Government has taken the view that as the Cladding Rectification Program evolves, so should its
governance. Therefore, the Bill establishes Cladding Safety Victoria as a standalone entity as the final step in
ensuring that everything is in place to remove this cladding scourge from our communities in the years ahead.
However, this is not the end of the story. At the same time, the Government has announced the appointment
of an Expert Advisory Panel which will drive fundamental reforms to our building system to ensure that this
can never happen again in Victoria.
The role and purpose of Cladding Safety Victoria
Cladding Safety Victoria will be established with the objective of supporting Victorians to make buildings
affected by non-compliant or non-conforming combustible cladding safe.
Cladding Safety Victoria will not face the cladding issues alone. The Victorian Building Authority and local
councils will continue to inspect and take action to address buildings suspected of being affected by noncompliant or non-conforming combustible cladding as part of the State-wide Cladding Audit. Audit and
inspection activity by the relevant municipal building surveyor leads to an assessment process to allocate a
risk-rating to affected buildings with input from Fire Services Victoria.
It is intended that Cladding Safety Victoria will be notified about the buildings which are assessed as the highest
risk under that audit process. The Bill provides the legal framework by which Cladding Safety Victoria will
then consider what support it can provide to rectify those buildings, noting the Government’s expectations that
funding for cladding rectification works be allocated to the highest risk-rated buildings as a priority.
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Governance
The Bill establishes Cladding Safety Victoria as an independent statutory authority, subject to the general
direction and control of the Minister for Planning.
Its Board will comprise between three and seven members with diverse skills appointed by the Minister for
Planning. The Government wants to ensure Cladding Safety Victoria has the best skilled Board to deliver the
Cladding Rectification Program to the highest standards.
The Bill applies robust conflict of interest disclosure requirements. It also provides for the appointment of a
Chief Executive Officer who will be responsible for the day-to-day operation of the organisation.
Cladding Safety Victoria will be charged with a number of functions and powers to support its role and
purpose.
Process for seeking funding assistance
Cladding Safety Victoria will need to prioritise those buildings classified as highest risk in the State-wide
Cladding Audit for financial assistance for cladding rectification work under the Cladding Rectification
Program. Once a building has been prioritised, the owner will be invited to apply for funding assistance. The
Bill empowers Cladding Safety Victoria to require appropriate information to be provided through that
application process. Using that application information and its due diligence process, Cladding Safety Victoria
will need to determine what amount of financial assistance will be granted and, where applicable, arrange for
these payments to be made.
Critically, Cladding Safety Victoria will monitor the eventual rectification work to ensure the Government
can be satisfied that the highest safety and quality outcomes are being achieved.
Provide information and support to owners
Cladding Safety Victoria will need to work closely with owners and owners corporations of highest risk
buildings who receive funding to achieve timely rectification.
However, Cladding Safety Victoria will also be charged with supporting building owners and owners
corporations who are ineligible for financial assistance. The Government knows that managing complex
rectification projects is hard. Therefore, where a building is not classified as highest risk but needs some level
of rectification, Cladding Safety Victoria will provide support and advice, including access to information
and practitioners who can deliver the works to the standards expected under the funded program.
Other functions
The Bill provides for appropriate information sharing arrangements between Cladding Safety Victoria and
other agencies to reflect the range of agencies which are engaged in a rectification project. It is expected that
Cladding Safety Victoria will not be held up by information held by the municipal building surveyor or other
parties.
In addition, the Bill empowers Cladding Safety Victoria to manage its funds and accounts, consistent with
requirements under the Financial Management Act 1994. It is intended that the Victorian Building Authority
will continue to collect the additional building permit levy that was introduced by the Building Amendment
(Cladding Rectification) Act. The Bill includes amendments to the Building Act 1993 to require the Victorian
Building Authority to transfer money raised to Cladding Safety Victoria to help fund its operation.
At the conclusion of the Cladding Rectification Program, there may be surplus funds held by Cladding Safety
Victoria. The Bill provides that the Treasurer, after consultation with the Minister for Planning and Cladding
Safety Victoria, may direct Cladding Safety Victoria to pay any surplus amounts in excess of what is expected
to be needed into the Consolidated Fund.
The Bill also recognises that Cladding Safety Victoria will facilitate the rectification of Government buildings.
Reporting requirements
Under the Bill, Cladding Safety Victoria will be required to produce both a strategic plan and an annual work
program, for approval by the Minister for Planning. The intention is to enable Cladding Safety Victoria to get
on with the job, but the Government will continue to ensure through these arrangements that the public interest
is continuing to be upheld. It will also ensure transparency and accountability in the operations of Cladding
Safety Victoria.
Winding up Cladding Safety Victoria at the completion of the Cladding Rectification Program
The Cladding Rectification Program is funded for five years from the 2019–20 financial year. Before the end
of the five years, the Minister for Planning is required under the Building Act to review the ongoing need for
the additional building permit levy that was established to help fund the Program.
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The Bill requires the Minister for Planning to conduct a review of the ongoing need for Cladding Safety
Victoria at the same time as the review of the additional building permit levy under the Building Act. If the
Cladding Rectification Program has been completed, the Minister for Planning may determine that it would
be appropriate to wind up Cladding Safety Victoria and repeal its legislation. At that time, appropriate
transitional arrangements would be made to deal with any assets, liabilities and staff.
Extension of limitation of actions time period
The Bill also provides for an extension to the expiry of the limitation period for claims in relation to buildings
affected by non-compliant or non-conforming combustible cladding. The State-wide Cladding Audit has
identified many buildings affected by non-compliant or non-conforming combustible cladding that relates to
building work carried out some time ago.
The Bill amends the Building Act to provide that an action for damages for loss or damage arising out of
defective building work will be extended for two years beyond the current ten years for those building actions
where time to bring an action would otherwise have expired between 16 July 2019 and 12 months after
commencement of the Bill. This change will enable the Government to hold wrongdoers to account for paying
for the problem they helped cause.
Conclusion
The Cladding Safety Victoria Bill is a Bill to make our community safer.
For the owners who are concerned about a cladding fire that might put their families at risk. For the young
couple renting an apartment who now feel afraid because they were told they couldn’t have a barbecue on
their balcony. For the elderly couple who fear a fire evacuation in their high-risk building because they are
not stable on their feet.
But importantly all Victorians will benefit from a safer built environment, coupled with the confidence that
the Government is also overhauling Victoria’s building legislative framework to ensure this never happens
again.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (10:07): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned for two weeks. Debate adjourned until Friday, 18 September.

HUMAN TISSUE AMENDMENT BILL 2020
Statement of compatibility
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (10:09): In accordance with the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities
Act 2006 I table a statement of compatibility in relation to the Human Tissue Amendment Bill 2020.
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the Charter),
I make this statement of compatibility with respect to the Human Tissue Amendment Bill 2020 (the Bill).
In my opinion, the Bill, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with the human rights
protected by the Charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of the Bill
The Bill amends the Human Tissue Act 1982 (the Act) to establish a process for authorising the carrying out
of ante-mortem procedures for the purposes of donating human tissue after death and for other purposes.
Human rights issues
The human rights protected by the Charter that are relevant to the Bill are the right not to be subjected to
medical experimentation or treatment without consent under section 10(c) and the right to privacy under
section 13(a).
Right not to be subjected to medical experimentation or treatment without consent and right to privacy
Section 10(c) of the Charter provides, relevantly, that a person has the right not to be subjected to medical
treatment without their full, free and informed consent. In addition, section 13(a) of the Charter protects a
person’s right not to have their privacy unlawfully or arbitrarily interfered with. This right extends to privacy
in the sense of bodily integrity, which involves the right not to have a person’s physical self interfered with
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by others without their consent. The purpose of these rights is to protect the individual’s personal autonomy
and integrity. They recognise the freedom of individuals to choose whether or not they receive medical
treatment and how their body is to be treated.
Legislative amendments
The Bill introduces a process for authorisation of ante-mortem procedures in respect of a person for the
purposes of the donation of their tissue, by inserting a new Division 1 into Part IV of the Act. Ante-mortem
procedures are defined in new section 24A as medical procedures carried out to determine, maintain or
improve the viability of tissue, including the administration of medication, the taking of blood for testing,
medical imaging, and the maintenance of life support. The Bill provides a process for giving authority for the
carrying out of ante-mortem procedures.
New section 24B provides for the administration of ante-mortem procedures where a person lacks decisionmaking capacity at the relevant time but has a medical treatment decision-maker who is available and willing
to make decisions on their behalf. New section 24D provides that two medical practitioners (with prescribed
qualifications) must certify in writing that they have carried out a clinical examination of the person whose
respiration or circulation is being maintained by artificial means, and they hold the opinion that irreversible
cessation of all functions of the brain would occur imminently if such artificial means were withdrawn. The
designated officer for a hospital may then provide an authority for the person’s medical treatment decision
maker to provide consent to the carrying out of the procedures, pursuant to new sections 24B and 24C. The Bill
adopts the same meaning of medical decision maker as currently provided in the Medical Treatment Planning
and Decisions Act 2016 (the MTPD Act), which involves a hierarchy for determining an adult person’s
medical treatment decision maker, beginning with the person appointed as medical treatment decision maker,
then a guardian under the Guardianship and Administrations Act 1986, then a prescribed family member with
whom the person is in a close and continuing relationship. The medical treatment decision maker of a child is
the child’s parent or guardian or other person with parental responsibility for the child.
Where no such decision-maker is available, the Bill provides for a designated officer to authorise the
administration of these procedures. After two medical practitioners have provided written certification in
accordance with new section 24D, if the designated officer for the hospital is unable to ascertain the existence
or the whereabouts of the medical treatment decision maker in respect of a person, the designated officer may
authorise ante-mortem procedures to be undertaken in respect of that person, pursuant to new section 24E,
which requires the designated officer to have no reason to believe the person had expressed an objection to
such procedures.
Do ante-mortem procedures constitute medical treatment or an interference with bodily integrity?
The Bill provides that the ante-mortem procedures may be carried out for the purposes of the transplantation
of the tissue of that person after death to the body of a living person, or for the use of the tissue of that person
after death for other therapeutic purposes or for medical or scientific purposes. It is therefore arguable that
ante-mortem procedures do not fall within the definition of ‘medical treatment’ under section 3(1) of the
MTPD Act as the listed types of treatment are to be for ‘the purposes of diagnosing a physical or mental
condition, preventing disease, restoring or replacing bodily function in the face of disease or injury or
improving comfort and quality of life’. However, Charter rights are to be interpreted broadly and the meaning
of the word ‘treatment’ under the Charter may be broader than under the MTPD Act. Further, if the procedures
are being undertaken for medical or scientific purposes, they would likely fall within the scope of ‘medical or
scientific experimentation or treatment’ within the meaning of section 10(c) of the Charter.
Ante-mortem procedures are likely to constitute a medium level of interference with bodily integrity.
Examples of ante-mortem procedures include the taking of blood for serology testing and tissue typing to
determine there are no contradictions preventing organ suitability; administration of antibiotics, medication
to control blood pressure, or anticoagulant medication; undertaking a bronchoscopy (an internal investigation
of the lungs by means of an optical instrument); delaying withdrawal of cardiorespiratory support where
clinically futile, so as to facilitate organ removal and transplantation; and cannulation of femoral vessels (the
process of putting a small tube in a large blood vessel in the upper leg) to facilitate infusion of preservation
solution once death has occurred. The acts are less invasive than the actual donation of tissue or organs, and
do not cause any harm to a person’s body.
Limitations on rights
Where a person has appointed a medical treatment decision maker, the decision maker has been authorised
by the person to make decisions on their behalf. It is anticipated that a person would communicate the fact
that they have consented to organ donation to the decision maker. The medical treatment decision maker
would then know to give consent to any ante-mortem procedures in order to give full effect to the person’s
wish to donate.
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In other circumstances, such as where a family member is taken to be the medical treatment decision maker
or a hospital’s designated officer authorises the procedures in the absence of consent from a medical treatment
decision maker, the Bill may be considered to interfere with a person’s right to full, free and informed consent
under section 10(c). Ante-mortem procedures falling outside the scope of section 10(c) may still constitute an
interference with the right to bodily privacy under section 13(a).
In my view, however, any interference with respect to the right not to be subjected to medical treatment
without consent in section 10(c) is justified under section 7(2) of the Charter and, with respect to the right to
privacy in section 13(a), is neither unlawful nor arbitrary.
The proposed amendments are for the important public purpose of authorising ante-mortem procedures for the
purposes of organ donation after death. Ante-mortem procedures are considered essential to ensuring viable
organ and tissue donation. Specifically, it is considered best practice to undertake a number of investigations
and interventions to preserve organ quality to enhance the likelihood of successful transplantation, known
collectively as ante-mortem procedure (or ante-mortem interventions), before blood circulation has irreversibly
ceased. Improvements in medicine and technology since the Act was passed mean that optimal practices for
organ donation are not reflected in the procedures for organ donation allowed under the Act.
There is no legal mechanism by which a person who has given consent to organ donation can consent to antemortem procedures. Health services have expressed concern about the ability to continue to facilitate
donations following circulatory death, if they cannot lawfully perform the ante-mortem procedures required
to enhance the likelihood of a successful donation. This would significantly reduce organ donations in
Victoria, which in turn, would result in serious negative health outcomes such as prolonging disease, disability
or impairment in a person, or potentially leading to the death of a person, in circumstances where such
conditions could have treated or prevented through the availability of organ donation. The Bill addresses this
issue by authorising medical treatment decision makers to consent to ante-mortem decision makers on behalf
of a person and, in certain circumstances, provides for designated officers to authorise the procedures. As a
result, the Bill in turn promotes the right to life in the Charter, and the obligation of the State to implement
reasonable measures for the protection of life. The requirement for a designated officer, before granting
authority, to make reasonable enquiries to ascertain the existence of a medical treatment decision maker and
to be satisfied that there are no reasons to believe the person had expressed an objection to such procedures,
are important safeguards that ensures the Bill is no less restrictive than necessary.
Accordingly, I consider the Bill to be compatible with the Charter rights to privacy and to not to be subject to
medical treatment without consent.
Martin Foley MP
Minister for Mental Health

Second reading
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (10:09): I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

I ask that my second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.
Incorporated speech as follows:
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to supporting organ and tissue donation for transplantation. I
am pleased to table the Human Tissue Amendment Bill 2020 which supports ante-mortem procedures in
potential organ and tissue donors, and which will facilitate the donor’s wish to provide viable organs and
tissues to improve the lives of transplant recipients.
These amendments will remove an ambiguity in the current Human Tissue Act 1982 and clarify the process
for obtaining consent for ante-mortem procedures in people who have expressed a wish to be an organ and
tissue donor after death.
Specifically, the Bill allows the medical treatment decision maker to consent to the carrying out of antemortem procedures in respect of that person, for the purposes of the transplantation of that person’s tissue,
after their death, into the body of a living person or to use that tissue for therapeutic purposes or for medical
or scientific purposes.
Ante-mortem procedures are treatments given to a potential organ donor before their death. These procedures
delay the degradation of the organs, which begins to occur upon the withdrawal of life support, allowing for the
organs, so treated, to remain viable for a period of time, when the body’s circulation ceases. These viable organs
can then be transplanted providing people with a life-saving organ and/or life enhancing tissue transplant.
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I commend this Bill to the house.

Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (10:09): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned for two weeks. Debate adjourned until Friday, 18 September.
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (STATE OF EMERGENCY
EXTENSION AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2020
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Mr PAKULA:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (10:10): As I was saying yesterday, democracy in Victoria is at
risk, and it is under fire. Any closing of Parliament and any reducing of sitting days or sitting times is
a slippery, slippery slope, because people are fearful of dictators. For the record, I oppose the 12-month
extension, I oppose the six-month extension and I certainly oppose a three-month extension of these
lockdown laws. I fully support the need to continue on an as-needs basis—by that I mean month by
month—agreed to by both houses of Parliament, because if not, you watch the gang of eight: they will
wind back the scrutiny, they will wind back the sittings, and before we know it we will not be meeting
in this place as much as we used to.
Watching the footage of a pregnant woman being arrested in front of her children in her own home
goes to show that if you attend a rally with 10 000 people, you are free to march, but if you make your
views known in the safety of your own home, police will enter your home and arrest you. Premier,
Victorians will never forget the stain you have created that can never be wiped away
I speak on behalf of an overwhelming amount of Ovens Valley constituents who have contacted me
to say they are concerned about the early draft of the regional road map. It is more of a regional train
wreck. Regional businesses feel betrayed, and I ask the Premier: is this how you reward country
businesses who have done the right thing? Regional businesses have earned the right to trade freely
and safely. They also say that we need to know: what has this government promised to Fiona Patten,
to Andy Meddick and to the Greens to sell their souls to the devil? This bill is an admission of failure
by this government. The rest of Australia, they are on the road out—they successfully managed the
virus and they are looking forward. I strongly urge members of the government to support the member
for Malvern’s amendments.
In summary, regional Victorians who have done the right thing have earned the right, and they must
go back to stage 2. I do not think this government understands how tough business is in Bright and in
Myrtleford, particularly after the bushfires earlier this year and now COVID. Locals are willing to
help each other, but let them operate on fair terms. As New South Wales has shown common sense,
Victoria must follow.
Of the grants that are on offer to some of the small businesses in our community, some of them are
phantom grants. They are Clayton’s grants. In other words, you tick nine out of the 10 boxes and you
fail at the last hurdle, and that it is really frustrating—really frustrating. And people are saying some
of these grants are a con, and their businesses are weak at the knees. They are really struggling.
I have got a business in Myrtleford who just could not handle it anymore and they have had to close,
and under Labor this could very well be the last man standing. This road map needs to have real, tangible
benefits. Some businesses are hanging on by their toenails. It is time to bring in real help, because,
Premier, your legacy is etched in history. Victorians will never forget what you have done to this state.
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Premier, it is time to raise your hand, it is time to ask for help. It is time to show Victoria you are not
coping. A quote from the Premier himself in August—this was around family violence—was:
… the very best thing you can do is ask for help.

Premier, it is time. It is not too late. Do the right thing and ask for help.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (10:14): We need a plan, unity and hope. The government is
working around the clock to deliver these results for Victorians. In two days the Premier will release
the reopening plan, providing clarity for communities and businesses. Let us make it clear: the
Victorian government is invested in opening up our economy as soon as the evidence defines it as
safe. We have a unity ticket with world-leading scientists collaborating on clinical trials in Melbourne
for treatments and vaccines. Science is our great hope. COVID-19 is a new, mysterious virus that has
infected more than 25 million people worldwide. This legislation is an insurance policy underwriting
the strategy for recovery and discovery. There are no new powers. Other states already have this
flexibility to protect their communities. Everyone knows the best insurance policy is the one that you
have but you never have to use. The state-of-emergency extension underpins this road map by
providing the ability to deliver the rapid response required for emergency outbreaks. That is the reality.
This is what the government is doing, and it is the responsibility of governments to be realists.
In a public health emergency the virus sets the agenda. We cannot thank the overwhelming majority
of Victorians enough for their sacrifices in supporting the suppression strategy. I am absolutely
empathetic to the impact the virus has had on all Victorians—all of us. The reality is, the world is in a
trial-and-error experiment to overcome COVID-19. It has spread like wildfire to become a fatal
pandemic. Medical researchers are still trying to discover its chronic impact on vital organs. We still
do not know that, right? The researchers are doing their best to try and find out that. The overwhelming
majority of Victorians understand we need a strategy that is evidence based. Saving lives and
protecting lives is at the heart of this legislation. No-one wants their rights curtailed. Executive director
of the Human Rights Law Centre, Hugh de Kretser, made this assessment on 27 July, and I quote him:
Being required to wear a mask in public in Melbourne does not breach human rights. It’s a very small limit
on personal freedom for a very good reason; saving lives and protecting public health.

He added that the Victorian government is required by our charter of rights ‘to protect life and health’.
This is the fundamental point: protecting life and health is required by our charter of rights.
Victoria is the beating heart of Australia’s internationally acclaimed medical research. We have
conducted the first in-human trials in the Southern Hemisphere in Melbourne with an American
company. India’s biggest vaccine developer began more clinical trials here this week. One of
Australia’s leading companies, CSL, is investigating a potential treatment, and the Andrews
government invested millions of dollars extra into the elegant science of the Doherty Institute under
Nobel Prize winner Peter Doherty to help discover a vaccine or therapies against COVID-19. As the
Parliamentary Secretary for Medical Research I have had the privilege of joining the Premier and the
Minister for Health in announcing this extra funding to the Doherty and its partners.
Victoria has a unique series of assets to establish Australia’s first centre for disease control and
prevention. It would deliver the triple helix: aggregating research, established institutions and industry
leaders to coordinate and fast-track discoveries. I am advocating for Australia’s Medical Research
Future Fund rising to $20 billion to invest in an infectious diseases mission with the epicentre right
here in Melbourne. The critical point is: you invest where you have the best. You invest where you
can make the biggest impact and where you can get the best results. So this would be centred around
the University of Melbourne, the Royal Melbourne Hospital, the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute and
CSL, right in this wonderful brains trust precinct that we have. Then we have the Burnet Institute at
the Alfred hospital, in the Commercial Road section, where we launched the first in-human trials in
the Southern Hemisphere. Then you reach across to the great southern hub with Monash University
and CSIRO, and then the CSIRO also operates the Australian Animal Health Laboratory in Geelong,
the only centre in the Southern Hemisphere tracing viruses from animals to humans.
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This is what happened with COVID-19, with SARS and with MERS. This is how critically important
it is, and this is the way that this has been developed over long periods of time in Victoria with
bipartisanship, but can I say with outstanding investments, enlightenment from Labor leaders—from
former Premier Steve Bracks, former Premier John Brumby and now the current Premier. And the
health ministers should also be noted for all the contributions that have been made along the way.
In the last budget the Andrews Labor government invested $116.5 million in medical research, so we
understand this is the enlightened way forward, this is what you need to do. And the unity tickets that
we have had—we have even had one with the United States on the Cancer Moonshot. Remember that:
a current candidate to be the next President of the US, Joe Biden, came to Melbourne for the opening
of the billion-dollar jewel in our medical research crown, the Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre.
This was after the Premier went to Boston and sealed the deal, with then Minister for Health, the
member for Altona, as well. So this is the White House coming to Melbourne. This was incredibly
significant, and I was privileged to be able to then go to the US and try and set up new deals that have
brought in further investment from America into our centre of excellence here—I think it is nearly
$50 million now.
This is what we are doing. This is the approach, the enlightened approach, being taken by the Victorian
government. Everybody is working as hard as they can to try and get to these matters, to try and
address, you know, ‘What are the solutions?’. This is what Victorians want. This is the response that
they are craving. We have already established that rare unity ticket between the Obama administration
and the Trump administration on the Cancer Moonshot. It is not just the right strategy; it is the smart
strategy to try and overcome what we face.
Another key point is that Nucleus Network has announced further trials in Melbourne this week, and I
just want to make the point that from small investments big ideas can grow. In 2003 the Bracks
government invested $1 million in a Victorian government science and technology innovation grant to
Nucleus Network, which has evolved into an international company coordinating trials in the global
challenge to find a vaccine for COVID-19. That is the critical proposition that we offer as a government.
Here is the road map about to be announced by the Premier. Here are the unity tickets that we have
brought. We are reaching out to the Australian government, to Greg Hunt as the federal minister, to
say, ‘Let’s have this mission, let’s have it for infectious diseases, here is the obvious place to do it’.
Associate Professor Paul Griffiths from Queensland University, who has been doing some wonderful
research up there as well—this is the connection with the Oxford University trials—thinks this is a
fantastic idea. He has told me that himself. So this is the way through, this is what we should be doing,
and if you look at the people who are involved in this, we have Nobel laureate Peter Doherty; the
director there is Professor Sharon Lewin, one of our best and brightest, a wonderful researcher; then
we have Professor Brendan Crabb at the Burnet Institute; and we also have the dean of medicine at
the University of Melbourne.
This how we can bring it all together. This is really what we want to do. This is what the Victorian
government strategy is. This is how we are driving it as best we can. And it really will come down to:
how do you actually, in a time of counter-enlightenment, bring people with you so they understand
what you are trying to achieve? The easiest, laziest politics is to aggravate anxiety and fear and prey
on ignorance. We are fighting for enlightenment, we are fighting the cause to come up with the
discoveries and the breakthroughs, and to open up the economy as soon as we can in a safe way. I look
forward to the Premier’s announcement on Sunday of how that way back will be achieved in a safe
way that is evidence based. I commend this bill to the house.
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (10:24): This is one of the most important bills I have spoken
on in this place, and this bill will have the biggest impact on the lives of Victorian people that any of
us will probably make in this place. I support the amendments moved by the Leader of the Opposition
because they ensure that the rights of Victorians are protected and put in place appropriate scrutiny of
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decisions that will impact the lives of Victorians by the people they have democratically elected to
represent them.
I want to make it clear from the outset that under no circumstance do I believe we should do nothing
to manage this pandemic—I want to make that very clear. There will be some measures that we will
have to put in place that will be with us for some time. As a nurse of some 30 years experience I have
a decent understanding of viruses and their transmission, and I know that a virus like this needs to be
managed. I have said right from the outset of this pandemic there will be virus cases, outbreaks and
clusters until we get a vaccine, and the way these outbreaks are managed is the key.
But those measures need appropriate scrutiny, and the best way to do that is by this place sitting every
month to allow the elected representatives of the community to make these decisions—not unelected
bureaucrats—clearly after advice from the experts has been delivered and considered. Discussions like
‘suppress or eliminate’ are a debate that is not being had. The community are not even aware of what
the strategy is. It is all being decided by those who are not willing to share the rationale, put the
evidence in place or tell us how the data stacks up. That is why I support the amendments that propose
a month-to-month extension and that require the Parliament to sit and approve those extensions.
When you see examples like the farmers markets, where at 8.30 on a Thursday night, I think it was, a
decision was made and all those who were ready and geared up to have their produce ready for sale
were told that the farmers market was cancelled, to then 35 minutes later have that decision turned
around because of the pressure, it shows you there is not an evidence-based, planned approach. There
are decisions being made on the fly, and that is not how good decisions are made. In here with good
decisions—that is where debate should occur.
This bill proposes to lengthen the total period from six months of emergency to another six months. It
was originally 12, now six. Whether it is three or whatever, it should not be lengthened without the
month-to-month oversight. There is also a push in clause 6, which I support the removal of, to make
something, instead of being ‘necessary’, ‘reasonably necessary’. Now, you have a think about that. On
first thought it does not seem much different, but when you think it through there is a very big difference.
It gives the chief health officer a wider scope to keep restrictions in place, even if there is not the
evidence to suggest that we need to have those restrictions still in place. It is just one man’s decision
with very, very little oversight or no oversight. There is no evidence provided; it is just his opinion.
I do not think I have had more contact about a piece of legislation in my five years as a member in this
place on any other issue. My emails are being flooded. My phone is running off the hook both in the
office and my personal phone. People are deeply concerned about how this pandemic has been
managed and do not understand how Victoria is now in this position. The way the Premier has gone
about seeking this extension has angered people. The Premier has known that the clause that caps a
state-of-emergency declaration was going to be an issue for months now, but rather than consult he
stands up at a media conference and lectures people about what they have done wrong and tells them
it is because he needs these powers. He waited until the last minute to do anything and has pushed this
through the Parliament, no doubt with some sort of dodgy deal with the Greens and the minor parties
in the other place. Rather than telling people how he is going to bring us out of this crisis, the Premier
said, ‘Give me the power first, and then I’ll tell you’, and that has angered people.
The community recognise we are in this position because of the failings of this government to properly
manage hotel quarantine and contact tracing. That is how the virus got back in the community, and
they know that the government’s response to and management of the clusters and outbreaks has been
poor. That is why in my region we did not wait when there were cases; we just got on and got it done.
The people, the businesses and the local health services worked cohesively and very well.
In Portland two outbreaks have been managed expertly by Portland District Health under the
leadership of Christine Giles and the unwavering support of her team and the local community. The
same thing happened in Warrnambool when a cluster developed. South West Healthcare CEO Craig
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Fraser and his team managed the situation incredibly well. These two health services did not sit around
and wait for the government to tell them what to do; they got on with it, and they knew what needed
to be done. Contacts were traced quickly and put into isolation. Businesses acted immediately,
proactively closing and testing all their staff and isolating close contacts.
What could have been explosive outbreaks like we have seen in Melbourne did not grow out of control,
because the local health services, businesses and community knew what had to be done and got on
and worked together and did it. And when one of the initial positive cases in Portland proved difficult
to contact trace for a variety of reasons, Portland District Health made testing more accessible to the
community in high-profile locations—a nimble and flexible response. They were open and honest and
gave the community the information they needed, something else we have seen lacking from the
Premier’s approach.
We had businesses like Midfield Meats take proactive steps when there was potential exposure to a
positive case. They shut down the production for three days and tested every single member of their
staff, despite the department’s advice that they could continue. Midfield had also taken extensive
proactive measures before the exposure, including extensive cleaning and PPE, but they were rewarded
by government ignoring them, not picking up the phone, not talking to one of the largest abattoirs in
our state, and found out that they had to compromise their business by cutting 30 per cent of production
without any consultation. It was appalling, and we had to work very hard to get some sensible outcomes
for that business, which employs many people in my community—the largest employer in the private
sector—to actually be able to continue. No consultation, just an order from above.
A local hairdresser in Port Fairy had a staff member test positive and again proactively closed and
tested contacts and contact traced herself, despite the department saying she could continue. The same
thing happened in Heywood. They did not wait; they got on and got it done.
I keep saying I am incredibly impressed by the way our hospitals and businesses and community have
responded, but I am not surprised, because it is what our community always does very well.
Unfortunately, though, despite the exceptional response locally, a Portland man in his 50s died from
the virus. I want to put on the record my deepest condolences to the man’s wife and his children and
to his friends and colleagues, who will still be feeling the shock of this loss.
I want to make it very clear that the results in my part of the world are not because of this government’s
response; they are because of local people getting on and doing the work. To highlight just how little
impact the government’s response had on controlling clusters in my electorate, I want to share this
with you. I spoke with a person in the Portland region who had been identified as a close contact and
subsequently tested positive themselves. Their first contact with the Department of Health and Human
Services was 10 days after they were confirmed positive. That contact was telling them that they
needed to isolate and start the process of contact tracing. They had already been in isolation. They had
done all the contact tracing, and if they had not done that, that is when we would have seen explosions.
I repeat: this happened 10 days after that positive test.
Thankfully the team at Portland District Health was on top of the situation. They identified all the close
contacts with the person involved. The initial positive case in the first couple of days was isolated and
asked to be tested, as were all the people around them. The person who had tested positive also did
their own contact tracing and isolation. Can you imagine what would have happened if we relied on
the government’s response? The cases in Portland and indeed Warrnambool would have exploded,
and our small community’s mighty hospitals could have been overrun and unable to cope with the
demand. There is a lot to be learned from these localised responses, and I hope the minister and the
department look at this closely and take it on board.
Victoria is in this mess because of the failings of this government. It was the government who let the
virus out of hotel quarantine and poorly managed the subsequent outbreaks, and the second wave is
gripping Victoria—not Australia, but Victoria. Other states are now returning to normal while
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Victorians are locked in their homes. Now we are back here with government asking for another six
months and asking for us to trust them to get it right. No, sorry; I will be supporting the opposition’s
amendments to protect the rights and freedoms of Victorians and ensure that decisions are being made
properly and properly scrutinised and there is appropriate accountability in place. We must manage
the virus, but the way this government is managing it is not okay.
Ms VALLENCE (Evelyn) (10:35): I rise to speak on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment
(State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020. On behalf of thousands and thousands
of people in my community begging for this bill to be rejected I wish to put on the record that I oppose
this bill. Whilst this bill is no more than eight pages long its consequences are wide and far reaching
and will affect every single Victorian in relation to how they are allowed to conduct their daily lives
over the next six months.
It is a rare thing that this Parliament is asked to entrust such immense power to be exercised by so few,
and there is a good reason for that. Our democracy rests on a very delicate balance of ensuring that
power is shared, not centralised, to guard against abuse and corruption. That is why any time this
Parliament is faced with the prospect of bestowing such untrammelled power it should proceed
cautiously before agreeing to do so. This bill does not get that balance right. Instead this bill will
diminish the role of this Parliament in our democracy and provide extraordinary powers to a select
few, some of whom are unelected bureaucrats not answerable to the people.
Since 16 March this year Victoria has been placed in a state of emergency in response to the
coronavirus pandemic, COVID-19. This state of emergency has seen extraordinary intrusions into
people’s lives. Victoria’s borders have been closed from the rest of the country. Residents of public
housing towers were locked down for weeks. People were locked down suburb by suburb. Businesses
have been forced to shut. Tens of thousands of jobs have been lost. Currently Victorians have been
ordered to remain in their homes for 23 hours a day under a curfew and can only leave their homes for
exceptional reasons and only if they are wearing a mask. No other state in the country has seen this
level of restriction imposed on people’s liberties and freedoms and on economic activity. Victoria is
the only state in the country that has experienced a second wave of the pandemic and a second
lockdown. The Andrews Labor government has sought to blame everyone but itself for this fiasco,
from supposed super spreaders to pointing the finger at Victorian families and then workers for not
doing the right thing.
But we all know the only reason why Victoria is in a state of disaster is the Andrews government’s
catastrophic failures in hotel quarantine. Genomic testing has shown that every single case in the
second wave can be linked to the failures of the Labor government to safely quarantine returned
travellers. Rather than use trained ADF personnel or police to undertake this operation, the Andrews
government put the future prosperity of all Victorians into the hands of untrained and ill-prepared
private security guards, a decision that has not only destroyed the Victorian economy for years to come
but tragically resulted in more than 630 Victorians losing their lives in the second wave.
And now, with that appalling and devastating record the Andrews government has the temerity to
come back to this Parliament and demand more power. When the Premier first announced the
government’s proposal to extend the state of emergency he said the government needed another
12 months of restrictions. When I asked the Deputy Premier in the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee whether this massive extension was based on medical advice from the chief health officer,
the Deputy Premier refused to answer—or, more likely, he just did not know. Now, at the 11th hour,
in a deal with the Greens, we have a bill that only seeks a six-month extension.
Time and time again the Labor government has told Victorians that all its decisions are based on
medical advice, yet no explanation has been provided by the Premier or the health minister as to
whether the six-month extension, as opposed to the 12-month extension, complies with any CHO
advice, nor has any CHO advice been tabled in this Parliament for all Victorians to see. This reveals
the government’s decision-making has been informed not by any medical advice but rather political
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expediency. This is made clear by one of the most draconian aspects of this bill, which inserts new
subsection (4) into section 3 of the act to allow state-of-emergency restrictions to remain in place even
if the community transmission is low or there have been no cases of COVID-19 for a period of time.
This is an extraordinary power—that even when there are no cases of COVID-19 the freedoms and
liberties of Victorians and whole business sectors can continue to be suspended until the government
decides otherwise. No justification or medical advice has been provided as to why Victorians should
remain under restrictions even when there are no cases of COVID-19. This bill provides no safeguards
to prevent the misuse of this extreme power.
Since the state of emergency was declared in March, Parliament has only been allowed to sit for
10 days. Nowhere in any law does it provide that during a state of emergency the Parliament is
suspended from sitting, but this is exactly what this Labor government has done. We are only sitting
today because the government wants more power to deal with the devastation it has caused through
its hotel quarantine program. Labor has given no indication as to when Parliament will sit next or when
other issues important to Victorians can be debated. Rather, all this Labor government cares about is
getting more power in order to bypass the transparency and accountability measures that this
Parliament demands.
This bill challenges the very foundations of our system of responsible government. Section 15 of the
constitution of Victoria mandates that the legislative power in this state is vested in this Parliament,
yet this bill seeks to take that power away from the Parliament and put it into the hands of the Premier
and his gang of eight—the very people who are responsible for causing the second-wave disaster.
On the government side they argue that they should have more power because other states have it. The
fact that this Parliament has been wise enough to put limits on the exercise of such considerable power
is something that should be jealously defended rather than undermined. In crises such as the one the
state is currently facing we should be doing everything we can to ensure our democratic institutions
are kept strong and resilient, not diminished and weakened.
We accept that in a state of emergency governments must be allowed to make critical decisions and
take urgent actions to protect lives and communities. However, this should not be at the expense of
the very institutions that provide those powers in the first place. Victorians have suffered the most as
a result of this pandemic. This government has forced businesses to shut down, and many will not
survive. Hundreds of thousands of Victorians are out of work and on welfare, with more Victorians
on welfare than any other state. Our children’s education outcomes have been set back and teachers
and unions are even saying the year is a write-off. Health patients—people needing treatment or
surgery unrelated to COVID-19—have been cast to one side, compounding their health worries, and
one of the greatest concerns is the unfolding mental health crisis taking a massive and untold toll on
families and individuals. Sadly we are increasingly seeing this result in tragic outcomes.
This Labor government’s obsession with taking more power away from the Parliament has blinded it
to the most critical issue: Victorians deserve a plan to lift us out of this crisis, not a plan that keeps us
locked in. Our state is on its knees, and it is clear that this Labor government has no plan to lift us up.
Our position has been and remains that if Labor wants to take away more power from the Parliament
then it must be accountable to the Parliament for that privilege. Our amendments provide that the
extension of these extraordinary powers must only be granted on a month-by-month basis and the
government must come back before the Parliament to seek any further authorisation to continue the
state of emergency. This would ensure the Labor government would remain accountable to the people
of Victoria for its actions and answerable to this Parliament.
For too long—for far too long—this Andrews Labor government has treated this Parliament with utter
contempt and irrelevance. This Parliament derives its power from the people of Victoria to ensure the
future prosperity of this state, yet this bill seeks to take that power away and put it into the hands of
those responsible for unravelling this devastation of the second wave of the coronavirus pandemic in
Victoria. Labor and the Premier and his gang of eight cannot be trusted any further with any more
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power given the unmitigated economic and human devastation they have brought upon this state. I
urge all members of this house to vote down this terrible bill.
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (10:45): First of all, before I go into this bill, I think it is important to
put on record that I want to thank many people in my community. That is not just the health workers,
the frontline workers, the people who are doing so much, but the families that are going through a lot
by remaining under stage 4 restrictions in their homes and doing everything they can to try and do the
right thing because they do believe in their community, they do believe in the safety of people in their
community, and as I said, many within that community are doing the right thing.
Where I want to start today, though, is we have got a government that is trying to venture out and get
more power for themselves. If you want to look at the trust, if you want to look at the things they are
looking to do, we have seen this week, with leaked documents, a plan to keep Victoria locked down
for longer. We have seen a Victorian plan to keep Victorians locked down longer. That is a real concern
to me, it is a real concern to many in my communities, including the businesses. Whilst the Premier
goes out and says he cannot release his road map until Father’s Day, until this Sunday, and he is going
to impart his knowledge to everybody during Father’s Day about what he is going to do, the
government managed to come out and announce that they are going to move the grand final public
holiday to another date, 23 October. I can assure you people in my electorate, small business operators,
sole traders, people who have lost their jobs—and there are thousands of them who can no longer work
because of the actions of this government and the failures in the hotel quarantine that have seen the
second wave wipe out so much in our economy—would be exceptionally angry that the Andrews
Labor government has said, ‘We want to give you another day off on 23 October’.
The people I speak to in my community would give up Christmas this year if it meant that their
businesses were going to survive, if it meant that the employees that they have within those small
businesses were guaranteed to be coming back to work and getting our economy on the road to the
future. They would be actually thankful if we got rid of public holidays at the moment in those areas
because they have people in their businesses who do not have jobs, for whom an exciting day out,
which used to be going down and supporting our local businesses, is a dinner at McDonald’s. That is
the luxury at the moment because they cannot afford it—the people who have had to put their home
loans on hold, the people who at the moment cannot go into work.
There are lucky ones out there, and they are the ones that can work from home. And generally most
within the public service have that privilege. People within councils have that privilege. But many
industry groups out there and many people cannot work from home, and they have concerns about
what is happening in this state. They have concerns that a government now wants to extend its powers
and extend those lockdowns.
I look across the chamber and I see the member for Narre Warren South. I say to every person in
Casey, to every person in Cardinia: send an email to the member for Narre Warren South and make
sure that he hears your voice, because it is you who is stuck in your home. It is you that has this
government voting to keep your kids at home, to slow and stop our education system.
We understand we need a safe road to recovery. We understand that face masks are going to be
something for at least the short future if not the longer future. But let me assure you, everything in our
state is not just this coronavirus. It is the impact on mental health, it is the impact on businesses, it is
the impact on livelihoods throughout our state. When I talk about the Gembrook electorate, it is the
impact on one of the largest electorates in this state for people who are sole traders and our tradies,
who cannot do work at the moment.
When the government came out with the coroner and spoke about the positive of our suicide rate being
two below last year, they did not take into consideration Patrick McGorry’s comments around a 33 per
cent increase in the amount of presentations of people with self-harm. If you are not sure what selfharm is, it is a cry for help. It is people in the community who are crying for help because they are
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struggling. It is people in the community who are not sure where to go. Not all of them will
automatically ring up Lifeline. Not all of them will ring Beyond Blue. Some of them are not sure what
to do, and the way they deal with that is self-harm. And the next level from self-harm can end up as
suicide. That is something that this government must consider. You must consider the impact on the
mental health of people.
For weeks now I have been pushing that people who are locked up in their homes and are a single
person must have a bubble so they can bring someone inside that bubble. It is simply not good enough
in today’s age that we turn around and go, ‘You can Zoom or ring someone’. I am sick of people on
my Facebook page telling me I am wrong when I talk about people who are home alone. There is a
world of difference, and I will use examples in my family so I cannot get in trouble.
My sister is home alone. She has two dogs and she has the ability to work. That is a whole world of
difference to my father-in-law who is home alone, who is not working and who has no personal contact
with anyone. We organised to get some food dropped off to him because he has trouble getting out of
the house. I went and dropped that food off, and to see him—a strong man, a very strong man—nearly
in tears because he does not have personal contact is heartbreaking. That is my family. These stories
are all over this state. The impact on people’s lives is not just about the coronavirus, it is not just about
the financial impact, it is about the impact in their homes.
I implore every person on the other side of this chamber. I look at you and say, ‘Don’t be a sheep;
don’t just follow what the Premier is saying to you’. You are getting the emails. Yes, some will go out
there and say there is a particular tinfoil-hat brigade that are emailing a lot of us. And do you know
what? I agree with you on some of those emails. I have no issue with that. But let me tell you: go
through those emails and read some of those stories. Read the stories of where a mother has a child
and cannot go back and visit them in the hospital. Read the stories of a single person at home who has
no contact with anyone and is just begging for that. Read the stories of people who have businesses
and who have totally and utterly lost them, and then think back to why we are in this second phase.
We are in the second wave of this virus because of an absolute failure by this government. All we have
seen in the Coate inquiry so far is every person wanting to blame somebody else. All we saw in the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee (PAEC) was minister after minister after minister saying,
‘This is not my responsibility; this is somebody else’s responsibility’. If that is the case and if every
minister genuinely does not know whose responsibility it is—or worse, one of them does not know it
is their responsibility—the ultimate responsibility of that comes back to the Premier of this state.
This would be the same in any business. In any business that fails in the state, if you fundamentally do
not know why, you go back to the board and say, ‘Why was our strategy so wrong? Why didn’t we
communicate? Who has responsibility for what, so when it fails we can fix it?’. Because the government
were aware well and truly in advance of when they came out and spoke about this. There are email trails
going back to the government, to ministers, saying, ‘You are responsible, you have the advice and you
have the information. The system is failing, and yet you refuse to call in the ADF’.
Do you want to know who I feel sorry for out of this now? The problem we are going to have is
Andrew Crisp is going to be the one you are going to throw under the bus. You are going to throw
under bureaucrats, people who are within the departments, and not one minister will take responsibility
for the things and the failures that have happened. The Premier will stand up and say, ‘I take full
responsibility, and my responsibility is to sack those within the departments’. Take responsibility and
do not give yourselves more power. Do not change the act so much and then go out and lie and say to
the Victorian people that all you are doing is extending the state of emergency. You are not just
extending it—this government is adding additional powers.
They are giving a power to the chief health officer to close down this place because debates like this
can hurt you. Debates like this can hurt the Labor Party because they fundamentally put on record the
failures of the government and the sheep on the back bench over there who refuse to stand up. The
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member for Narre Warren South—and the member for Narre Warren North, who is in the cabinet—
and the member for Cranbourne failed in PAEC to even once ask a question about sole traders or
tradies, the major voters for them in their electorates. They did not once ask a minister about what they
are doing. That is a failure of their duty.
I call on the government to support our amendments. I call on the government to make some genuine
changes. I do not say we need to do nothing. I know we need to have a plan, but it needs to be a safe
plan for the future. But I call on you mostly to turn around and have compassion for people who are at
home, single, by themselves and for businesses, to ensure that we can rebuild our economy safely, that
we can make sure people in their homes have the opportunity for social interaction and we can get
schools back to school, because at the end of the day it is about people; it is not just about us in here.
Mr GUY (Bulleen) (10:55): The test of any government, the test of any people, is how they respond
to a crisis—how they respond to the health challenge, the economic challenge, the social challenge
and how they respond to what is in this case possibly the largest or the greatest global challenge in our
lifetime. In Victoria’s case, Victorians, when faced with a crisis from March onward, did the right
thing. Almost all of the 6.7 million Victorians in this state did what was required. We stayed at home.
We adhered to social distancing. We did what was asked of us both by the federal government and the
state government, and we kept to within the laws as they were presented. And in the main that
worked—it did work—and our numbers fell and were enviable internationally when other countries
looked at us and said, ‘Look at the Australian example. How has Australia managed to do so well out
of this?’.
And then came July. That little bit of hope that we all had when we put our kids back into school,
when parents could go back to work, picking up the pieces of a month and a half or two months of
shattered business—and in came July. One hundred a day was a big deal in the first wave, and up
come 200 a day, 300, 400—up to 700 a day. And of course we asked the obvious question: how did it
get to that? How did the second wave—hence the bill we are debating today as a result of it—get to
that? It got to that only in one part of Australia, only in Victoria, and only because of a failure in
government policy. It was not because we just had bad luck. It was because those in charge failed us.
The Premier failed us. The weapons-grade failure that is the Minister for Health did not even bother
to take responsibility for her own failings, and as a consequence hundreds of people have died.
Hundreds of people, thousands of people, got sick—only in Victoria.
So many kids have lost a huge part of their education, whether it is year 12, year 11, grade 6 or prep.
Even some in the union movement are now saying the loss of kids’ education and what they have gone
through this year is catastrophic for them. But of course for the government it is not about that. For the
government it is not even about what has happened in the health situation. All of this to them is
secondary. It is not about what is happening in business. It is not about the failures we are seeing in
mental health and the extreme and desperate calls we are getting from people in our electorates who
are on their knees with a mental health crisis that is gripping the second-largest city in Australia, home
to one in five Australians.
For the government it is a PR problem first. It is all about the PR. It is all about the Premier’s image.
It is all about ‘I stand with Dan’. It is not about Victorians. And if anything characterises the soul of
this government, it is the fact that they see this more than anything as a PR problem and not as a
problem that is destroying our state, our economy, our mental health and our children’s education. It
is a PR problem; that is how Labor sees it. Walking into someone’s house and arresting them for their
thought—for having a different point of view, crazy as it may seem to most of us—arresting them in
front of their children, handcuffing them, dragging them out of their own home, and the government
comes out this morning and says, ‘We think we got the PR wrong’. I kid you not—because it is all
about public relations. Is there a hashtag ‘I stand with Annastacia’, ‘I stand with Mark McGowan’ or
‘I stand with Steven Marshall’? No.
A member interjected.
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Mr GUY: Listen, mate, if brains were taxed, you would get a refund. This is not the time for you to
be interjecting, brother. I think you should just calm down and listen, because at this point in time the
state is on its knees, and the weapons-grade idiocy we get from people like this—I do not even know
where you are the member for, but I am sure you will not be there next time. But what I do know is that
this state is on its knees, and the morons we get in this government, they blame everyone else. They
blame Victorians. They blame hospital workers. They tried to blame the federal government. They even
tried to blame overseas governments. They blame everyone but themselves. Take some responsibility
for what is happening in this state, for what they are doing to our children, to our elderly.
Take some responsibility, we say to the Premier. No. Oh, no, no, no—he is more interested in what he
tweets. He is more interested in what he puts on Facebook, because for the Premier of this state it is
about him. The whole show is about him. His government is about him; it is not about them. These
backbenchers and co, they are passengers. It is all about him. It has always ever been about him. It is
not about anyone else. That is the problem we have in Victoria, that the Premier of the state today sees
it is all about him and his legacy and his image. That is why we have got the problem that we do,
because he would not accept support from the federal government when it was offered, because that
would not be befitting his masculinity to say, ‘Oh, no, I’ll take someone else’s help’, because it is all
about him, because Dan the man can solve everything, he thinks. And solve it, he did not; create a
problem, he did—that we are all paying for, that our economy will pay for for decades.
The megalomania, the egomania, the grab for power—all of this stuff would leave General Stroessner
in Paraguay or Erich Honecker in East Germany proud, because it is crazy. There still has not been a
single reason uttered in this Parliament for why we need to give a mid-range health official the ability
to shut the Parliament down. No-one has walked in here and said, ‘This is the reason why’. We are
operating quite fine today under strict conditions. We have question time today under strict conditions.
The media can report this Parliament under strict conditions. Why do we need to shut the place down?
We need to shut the place down because the Premier of the day does not want an opposition; he wants
an audience, because it is all about him. It is all about his ego. It has always ever been about his ego, and
the passengers on his backbench just blindly follow like the sheep they are, at the expense of Victorians,
at the expense of our economy, our mental health, our children’s future and the deaths of hundreds of
elderly people. But the Labor Party could not care less, because it is all about them. It is all about their
image. This bill will do nothing to help solve a COVID crisis in Victoria. This bill does nothing to help
solve it. All this bill does is allow the Premier to bully yet another departmental official into shutting
down yet another form of criticism upon him, and this is what bullies do. They shut down anyone else
criticising or questioning their point of view. We have seen that with this guy for now nearly six years.
Where do we need to start? From the CFA, from volunteers, from schoolkids—ask Minister Foley. I
mean, any criticism, these people just shut it down. This is yet another example of that.
Why do we give a mid-range bureaucrat the power to shut the Parliament down? What a ridiculous
idea. The Parliament sat during the blitz in London, but it cannot sit with social distancing operations
in Melbourne in 2020. That is because it is all about the Premier. It is all about his ego and the
preciousness of the man that he might get questioned. It is no wonder for the first time seriously in
nearly six years his own backbench are openly saying, ‘We wish he’d go’. I do not think they are
alone. So who is going to inherit the smoking ruin that he is going to bequeath them? Because it will
be a smoking ruin. Cain and Kirner demolished the economy; this guy has demolished the economy,
confidence, people’s health, people’s lives.
He is going to leave as a legacy, not level crossings. He is going to leave the greatest public health
catastrophe in Australia’s history—that demolished two and a half decades of economic confidence.
Will he leave it to Jacinta? Will he leave it to Martin, if he gets the shaver out? Will he leave it to Jill,
or will he leave it to the Deputy Premier? Whoever he leaves it to he does not—could not—care,
because it is not about them or Labor or their legacy. It has always been about the Premier and his
Trades Hall buddies. That is why we are in the mess we are in. I oppose this bill. I oppose giving this
Premier, his hopeless ministers and his weapons-grade failure of a government any more power.
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Mr NEWBURY (Brighton) (11:05): The Premier is taking our state down a dangerous path. This
bill gives him that power. When the pandemic hit, Victorians gave the Premier their trust on the
condition that we defeated the coronavirus, and Victorians did the right thing. Instead, this
government’s failure spread the virus. We have watched this government cause harm to the
community and this government cause the second wave of the pandemic. This government left the
quarantine door open. This government has overseen a testing system that has turned sick people away,
and a Third World-grade contact-tracing system that led to the prolific spread of the virus. This caused
hundreds of deaths. Is there any wonder that Victorians are angry? Their trust has been broken. They
know that the Premier has misused power and failed them. He has turned Victoria into a surveillance
state where his critics are arrested or visited by police. He uses daily media conferences to swamp the
media message, then bullies, finger-points and fear-mongers, blaming others. It is just blame.
The Premier has used his power to impose restrictions that hold Victorians hostage in their own homes
and restrict children’s education to the point that it has stunted them. This Premier is so bloody-minded
he has introduced a permit system for little children. Unconscionably, he jailed towers full of public
housing residents. We are restricted from moving outside our suburbs. We are curfewed to daylight
hours. The Premier has misused the power he has been vested with. This state is on a dangerous path,
a path that has destroyed the lives and livelihoods of our neighbours, where thousands have been
forced to close their businesses and hundreds of thousands have been left without jobs. The Premier
is dangerous and this bill is poisonous—and the community knows it. The community has spoken in
an unprecedented way. They do not trust the absolute power it grants and they have pleaded for this
bill to be opposed. As Andrew wrote to me:
The continuation of these oppressive restrictions is unreasonable, unbalanced and ultimately unconscionable.

My community has been resolute on this bill. A significant proportion of my community was provided
with a survey on the issue. Six thousand residents accessed the survey in less than one day—6000.
The response was overwhelming: 80 per cent opposed the Premier’s power grab to extend the laws
for a further year, and 88 per cent supported more parliamentary scrutiny of new government power.
We know that the response in Labor electorates was equally ‘visceral’, with Labor caucus members
briefing that ‘people are over it’ and that, ‘This would never have happened if they had bothered to
ask us what we thought’. And you can see the truth from the limp contributions by the Labor members
on this bill and the flimsy one-page excuse of a second-reading speech.
This bill is poison, and Victorians know they have been sold out by Labor. The release of the Premier’s
draft map yesterday, authenticated by his own private office, confirms that this government does not
have a back-to-life plan. It has no back-in-business plan for the private sector and no plan of hope for
our state. Instead the Premier is planning to lock Victorians down for longer, and perversely, he expects
us to thank him, to feel grateful—grateful for an approach that has caused social and economic
devastation. Enough, Premier! These restrictions have caused the mental health epidemic in this state.
Mental health issues have swept across our community like a tidal wave. As Jim recently wrote to me,
and I quote:
Lets also not forget the significant increasing mental health impact this is now having on the once healthy
people.
This is wrong, wrong wrong in every possible way.

These restrictions have caused isolation, and this government has no intelligent policy response. The
gap has caused a mental health epidemic in this state. Experts have called out for a policy response,
and it has fallen on deaf ears. Months ago John Brogden, the chairman of Lifeline Australia, said and
I quote:
… the new lockdown measures are taking a toll on the mental health of Victorians.

Data from the Department of Health and Human Services is equally alarming. It shows a 33 per cent
rise in children presenting to hospital with self-harm injuries and an almost 10 per cent increase across
all ages. These numbers are a clear expression of the pain being felt in our community, especially the
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pain these restrictions are causing young people. In my community the prevalence of young people in
pain is real. A cohort of young teenage girls is self-harming.
In good conscience, Premier, the mental health damage caused by these restrictions cannot be allowed
to continue. Victorians must be given a back-to-life plan. That plan must mitigate mental health issues
and support our most vulnerable and isolated. A key way to do that would be through an urgent
introduction of a support bubble—a bubble reaching more than just singles. In the United Kingdom
people can form a support bubble. This allows them to spend time together inside each other’s homes.
In the United Kingdom this bubble is made up of one other household of any size. If one person
develops coronavirus symptoms, everyone in the bubble must isolate. The support bubble policy
allows people to socialise and feel supported whilst also keeping the risk of catching the virus low,
and it would allow people, including the elderly and vulnerable, access to the support they need.
These restrictions have disproportionately affected the care that elderly and vulnerable people receive.
As Marie recently wrote to me, and I quote:
We deserve an approach that properly balances the need to support and protect the elderly and vulnerable
without destroying the rights, liberties, financial stability and hope for Australia as a whole.
Lockdowns create more devastation than solutions. Living in fear while people loose their livelihoods and
families, whilst the elderly spend their last days alone is neither acceptable or necessary.

The support bubble is the type of policy that our government should have implemented. A bubble only
available to singles is not good enough, and it is not smart enough policy. It will not help young people
in pain, and it will not help many of the elderly and vulnerable who need additional support. The social
damage inflicted upon our community has been profound, and the government has not implemented
clever policy responses.
Tragically the economic carnage has been equally devastating, and then again the government has no
sophisticated policy answers. As Bruce recently wrote to me:
… Business owners in Victoria are in a desperate state. Businesses going broke, relationships and families
breaking down and even business owners taking their lives. What we are seeing in Victoria is madness …

We know that devastation has been partly caused by the Premier prioritising preventative health over
policy that structurally supports the economy. The Premier does not understand the private sector. You
can hear it in his droning, look-at-me press conferences where it is all about him. Private enterprise is
a foreign concept to him.
The national accounts reveal a devastation in raw numbers. Victorian state final demand has fallen by
8.5 per cent, and household consumption expenditure has decreased by 13.7 per cent, which includes
a 64 per cent fall in hotels, cafes and restaurants. We can see the reality of those numbers in every
main street across Melbourne. Small businesses are the backbone of our economy. They include the
mums and dads of our communities, the human face of our economy, who have taken a risk to realise
their dream. In main streets across Melbourne shopfronts have closed for good. No-one should ever
forget that these businesses are built on family savings and house mortgages. These restrictions have
shattered these families and their dreams. As Donna recently wrote to me:
I am looking at businesses closing down everywhere with no hope of revival. Church Street looks like a ghost
town … people have put years of hard work into their business only to loose everything, light that was once
at the end of the tunnel is now just a black hole …

These businesses are also the employers of our local communities, where young people get their first
job, and now many young people have been left without work. Young people like Tim are calling out,
and I quote:
I have personally never felt such despair as I do right now from these ongoing measures. I cant work, I cant
afford to live, I am not allowed out or to visit with people to keep myself sane. No end in sight.

Wake up, Premier. Our economy is on its knees. The Business Support Fund when it was announced
was a mess. The fund’s eligibility was restrictive and actively shut out many worthy entities. And
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though amendments were made, sole traders continue to be ignored. To add insult to injury, businesses
contacting the government are ignored.
This bill is poison. The power it delivers is dangerous. The community have repudiated this bill, and
it has broken their trust.
Mr T SMITH (Kew) (11:15): I rise to oppose this obscene bill, this massive and gross overreach,
which has come about because of the greatest public administration failure in our country’s history—
the greatest public administration failure in our country’s history undertaken by the crooks on the other
side of the chamber. They should be charged with criminal negligence, with industrial manslaughter.
Your sins against the Victorian people have killed 572 of them. Do you realise that—that your
negligence, your behaviour, your lies have killed people? That is the gravity of the sins that you have
committed against the people of Victoria, and you have blamed them. How dare you. How dare you
blame the people of Victoria.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Dimopoulos): Order! The member will direct his comments
through the Chair. He has been here long enough to know that.
Mr T SMITH: How dare the Labor Party blame the people of Victoria for their own malfeasance
in public office that has killed literally hundreds of people. The Premier has constantly lied about the
offer of Australian Defence Force personnel to assist with hotel quarantine. On 28 March the Premier
said this—
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Dimopoulos): Order! The member is out of order, and he knows
that.
Mr T SMITH: ‘and the Australian Defence Force’—before you turned my microphone off. The
Australian Defence Force. He said it. The Prime Minister offered the use of the Australian Defence
Force. The Premier said that on 28 March out there in the garden. He said it under the Federation oak
tree out there in the garden—that the Prime Minister offered the use of the Australian Defence Force
to manage hotel quarantine—and he continuously lies about it. He continuously lies to the people of
Victoria, continuously lies to himself and then sends out elves, like Crisp, to peddle his lies again at
various parliamentary committee hearings. Well, Crisp has lied—I know he has lied. The Premier
continues to lie—he lies to the media, he lies to the public. Well, I am not going to fall for it, and I am
going to continue to call it out because that lie and that decision has cost hundreds of people their lives,
cost hundreds of thousands of people their livelihoods and made thousands of people sick.
Ninety-nine per cent of the cases of the second wave were caused by the hotel quarantine foul-up. That
is a fact. As the second president, John Adams, said, ‘Facts are stubborn things’—and you will not
live this down. Ninety-nine per cent of all cases in the second wave came from Labor’s hotel
quarantine stuff-ups. That is true. It is proven. Evidence provided by the Doherty Institute to the Coate
inquiry proved it. Yet more lies—‘Not our fault. It’s the Victorian people. They had barbecues. They
caught up with one another. They met in large family groups’, the Premier said. What rubbish. What
absolute rubbish. This was caused by the Premier’s decision not to use the Australian Defence Force
in hotel quarantine.
To make matters worse, we have the worst contact-tracing team in Australia if not the Western world.
Apparently they use sticky notes on whiteboards. As my friend the member for Brighton says, it is a
Third World regime that has resulted in us being locked down like criminals, locked in our houses,
only allowed to do an hour of exercise every day.
Criminals have more opportunity to do exercise than the good people of Victoria at the moment; that
is a fact. The fact is that this man continues to blame us, who have done the right thing, who have
adhered to these rules. The vast majority of us have adhered to these rules, frankly, to a detail that I
could never expect us to have done, yet he blames us.
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So we are locked in our houses with a curfew at 8.00 pm. They have trashed the economy. Why?
Because your contact-tracing team is so abysmal. You could not stop the virus like they have done in
New South Wales by building a fence around each and every new case. I have heard this many times.
In New South Wales if someone has had any contact with an active case, they get a phone call within
hours. In 4 hours, I heard, one lady got a phone call from the New South Wales Department of Health.
Down here it takes weeks—weeks. Apparently the chief health officer now is some sort of sex symbol
or minor celebrity. Heavens above. I think those in the Department of Health and Human Services
have been an abysmal failure, frankly. That is why the Minister for Health should have resigned. I
mean, 572 people have died on her watch in the second wave.
I draw the house’s attention to these facts: only 19 people had passed away of this awful disease until
1 June—only 19 people in Victoria; since 1 June, 572. That puts into perspective the catastrophe that
is your fault—that is the Labor Party’s fault, that is the Premier’s fault. There can be no hiding from
this responsibility. I call on the Premier to resign, I call on the Minister for the Coordination of Jobs,
Precincts and Regions: COVID-19 to resign, I call on the health minister to resign and I call on the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services to resign. Those ministers have blood on their hands,
because their failings have caused death, destruction and economic catastrophe to this great state and
indeed to our nation.
We are now in a recession, a recession that we were always going to have when the economy was
closed down in March. But I tell you what, it is a thousand times worse because of the Premier’s
contribution to it: 25 per cent of the nation’s population, 25 per cent of the nation’s economy or
thereabouts are locked up, and now we hear they are going to be locked up for months more. They are
getting a six-month power grab here today—a state of emergency for another six months, yet we read
in the Herald Sun yesterday leaked documents out of the government. I think there are some panicked
public servants, staffers or politicians in the Andrews Labor government at the moment because they
see what is coming to them. A leaked document shows no real plan out for business, no plan for mums
and dads who are doing their very best to school their kids at home. I cannot imagine how difficult
that must be when you are trying to do someone else’s job whilst keeping your own job, with your
kids at home. I know from friends how difficult this has been.
I know how hard it has been for people who have lost their jobs, who cannot work, and then they
switch the television on and they see this bloke standing there—he has never worked a day in his life
in the private sector—saying, ‘Oh, it’s your fault. You met in big groups and the second wave started
and all these people died. But it’s not my fault’. Take responsibility and resign, you grub. Take some
responsibility and resign. Do the right thing for once in this whole debacle, this embarrassing debacle
that is once again going to make our proud state the rust bucket of the nation. It is going to make our
proud state the embarrassment of the nation. We are looked upon by the rest of the country, and indeed
the world, as an oddity.
A member interjected.
Mr T SMITH: Indeed—as an oddity. Why? Seven out of eight jurisdictions could manage this
virus quite fine. Even Queensland managed to do it. Heavens above, with that numbskull of a Premier
up there, even they managed to do it. Do you know why? They took the advice of the federal
government, brought in the ADF to manage hotel quarantine and actually listened to people who might
have known something more about pandemic management than a mere politician.
But the Premier, no, he was the health minister. He is a genius on matters regarding health! He knows
everything! I mean, ‘I stand with Dan’, ‘Dan’s a hero’, ‘Dan’s a legend’. No, Dan is a bloody crook.
Dan has wrecked the joint. It is a smouldering wreck because of his malfeasance, his failures, his
negligence. He has wrecked the joint. He is a crook. He ought to be locked up for what he has done to
the people of Victoria. It is criminal. It is absolutely bloody criminal what he has done, and I hope over
the next two years the people of Victoria will have time to reflect on the utter negligence that this man
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has inflicted upon them—the loss of jobs, the loss of lives and the loss of prestige to our great state.
Shame on him. May he go now.
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) (11:26): The Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of
Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020—a rather benign title for such a draconian piece
of legislation—is a bill the like of which if it has not been seen before in this state, certainly has not
been seen since the Eureka rebellion. It is a bill that amounts to an effective suppression of democracy
in this state, and a bill that cements the executive authority of government over this Parliament and in
the process sidelines the people of Victoria and renders their views redundant. This is a bill which will
allow the chief health officer to direct that this Parliament cannot meet—that elected members of
Parliament may not do their job.
We have already seen an attempt to shut down electorate offices on the so-called medical advice of
the Premier’s office. When this legislation is passed there will be a legal backing to enforce that type
of ban. On this side of the house we accept the need to manage this crisis. We accept the government
needs the tools to get the job done. We accept that those tools require the government to have
extraordinary powers. What we do not accept is the need for the government to hold that power, that
extraordinary power, without accountability. Any government must be accountable, and
accountability is not dropping an unaudited ministerial report on the table or tabling it out of session.
Accountability is showing up. Accountability is submitting yourself to cross-examination.
Accountability is being required to answer the questions you are asked, not the questions you would
like to be asked. This is a government that is allergic to accountability and prepared to use its numbers
in the Parliament to avoid it.
We find ourselves at one of the lowest points in the history of this state. The human cost of this crisis
is immense, but I anticipate the ultimate toll will prove far greater than the price that has already been
exacted. As of today, 650 Victorians have lost their battle with this virus—650. Lives have been
smashed. Hundreds of thousands of people have lost their jobs. Small business has been decimated—
thousands of individual businesses totally destroyed. How many small retailers struggling with fixed
overheads and zero sales will ever open their doors again? How many people have lost their savings,
lost their working capital, had their life plans destroyed? How many people are now condemned to
stay in the workforce for years past their intended retirement date because this virus was allowed to
get out of control?
The Mornington Peninsula has been hit particularly hard, on some estimates as badly as any region in
the nation. In May, after the first wave, the shire commissioned economic analysis that estimated there
would be a 20 per cent reduction in local economic activity. Yet the government’s reckless and
completely unnecessary decision to include the peninsula in the metropolitan area and impose stage 4
restrictions has made our circumstances immeasurably worse.
As others have mentioned, the national accounts tell us that state final demand fell by 8.6 per cent in
June. Clearly far worse is yet to come: by some estimates an 18 per cent contraction in the Victorian
economy. We are going to lose one-fifth of the Victorian economy. For some the pain will only be
temporary. It will be, even for them, an expensive if tolerable interlude. But for far too many it will
become, as the Premier loves to say, the new normal, and some will never work again.
The first duty of any government is to keep its community safe—safe physically and safe
economically. This government has failed dismally on both counts. As of today, 19 417 Victorians
have contracted the coronavirus. Three quarters of all cases in Australia have occurred in this state;
292 people per 100 000 have been affected. Yet across the Murray, in New South Wales, that figure
is just 50 per 100 000—less than a fifth of ours—and New South Wales is the next worst-hit state. In
Queensland the figure is 22.1 per 100 000, less than 10 per cent of Victoria’s rate.
The numbers of deaths make bleak reading, and they are even bleaker with today’s figures: 9.8 deaths
per 100 000. In New South Wales that figure is 0.6. It is 9.8 in Victoria, 0.6 in New South Wales—
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why? The government likes to draw international comparisons to suggest that we are well off
compared with the United Kingdom or the United States or a selected European nation. That is a
completely bogus comparison. Those nations have very different living conditions, different social
practices, different geographic circumstances and particularly different health systems. The only valid
comparison that can be made is with other members of the federation and, using that comparison, the
government has comprehensively failed our community. It has failed to protect our health, it has failed
to protect the economy and it has failed to protect each and every Victorian.
The state of emergency has prevailed for almost six months. For all of that time the government has
had every power it needs to control the virus. In that time every other state in the commonwealth,
every state except Victoria, has succeeded in controlling the virus. This government has failed, and
now the Premier wants the Parliament to reward his failure by giving him and his colleagues another
six months of unfettered power, another six months without accountability, another six months of
policy failure, another six months to complete the task of comprehensively destroying this state.
This bill hands the government unbridled power, unprecedented power. It will allow a middle-ranking
public servant to shut down the Parliament without explanation and without any opportunity even to
challenge that decision. The last person who tried something like that was King Charles I. At least that
king had the courage to be up-front. That king did not attempt to hide his machinations behind the
advice of others or to exercise his power through others. We all know how it ended for that king.
Anyone who seeks to emulate him, to govern without parliamentary oversight, without the trust and
without the consent of the citizenry, should heed that story, and they should think again. The opposition
accepts that these are extraordinary times, that extraordinary powers are required, but we are not
prepared to cast aside the checks and balances of the Westminster system. These are checks and
balances that have evolved over centuries to ensure the accountability of the Parliament to the people
and of the government to the people.
The amendments proposed by the Leader of the Opposition are the absolute minimum changes to this
bill required to safeguard our democratic institutions: renewal of the state of emergency on a monthby-month basis and the removal of clause 6. Parliament must be free to meet. It must not be proscribed
by government. Its independence must not be undermined by allowing a public servant—any public
servant—to say when we are permitted to meet. And the government must be truly accountable to the
house and to the Victorian community for each and every action it takes. Without those changes this
bill is a genuine threat to democracy. Every member needs to think carefully about how they vote on
this bill. Do you believe in democracy or do you believe in autocracy? If you believe in democracy,
you do not vote for this bill.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (11:36): I am actually very annoyed to be standing here today
debating this despicable piece of legislation. In the 13½ years that I have served in this house, with the
member for Mornington, with the member for Warrandyte—since we were elected back in 2006—I
think we can safely say that no other piece of legislation coming before the Victorian Parliament has
stirred so much anger in the community. I have been inundated with emails, phone calls, visits to
offices—sorry, they cannot do that because that would break the law. I have been contacted by people
from my electorate, from neighbouring electorates, people all across the city of Knox and people
outside the city of Knox, angry with what this government has done—angry with the fact that this
government sees that the solution to their mess, to their mistake, is to afford themselves another
12 months of a state of emergency, which was pared back to six months because they could not get it
through the upper house without the support of Independents.
It is a disgrace, an absolute disgrace, the fact that we are here debating this piece of legislation. Up
until 1 June this state had seen 19 deaths—19 deaths—and then we suffered hotel quarantining. Since
hotel quarantining another 572 Victorians have died. Where is one person in the government standing
up saying sorry, putting their hand up and saying, ‘It was my fault. I will fall on my sword’? Where is
one backbencher telling their community, ‘The government that I am a member of has stuffed this up.
I take responsibility’, hand on the heart, ‘I take responsibility for being part of a government that has
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forced this onto Victorians’? As we speak, millions of Victorians are locked in their homes, fined if
they go beyond 5 kilometres. A woman got a fine because she went to an Aldi store 7 kilometres from
home. I mean, for God’s sake. This is what this has come to in this state under this government.
If hotel quarantining was a chemical company with a CEO, directors, middle management,
contractors, staff, and it managed chemicals in a factory so badly that those chemicals got into a
community where people died, where businesses were shut, where people were locked in their homes
and metropolitan Melbourne was in stage 4 lockdown, where do you think that company would be
right now? That company would be shut down. It would be out of business. And guess who would be
leading the charge? ‘I stand with Dan’. The Premier would be on the front foot saying, ‘That business,
which has caused untold damage to the Victorian community is gone, shut down, out of business’. But
no, where is the Premier on this issue? Where is the Premier putting his hand up and saying, ‘This is
my fault. It is my responsibility. I caused this. My colleagues caused this. Our crisis cabinet caused
this. The leaders of this government caused this’? No. He blames families. He blames children. He
blames the elderly. He blames businesspeople. He blames everyone except himself. It is a disgrace. If
I leave my home past 8 o’clock tonight, I get a fine.
The government had the opportunity to bring in the ADF, to use the police to manage hotel quarantine.
No—why would you do that when you can engage security guards who are being employed through
Gumtree? Gumtree, for heaven’s sake—I mean, seriously. You have got security guards employed
through Gumtree being told, ‘Turn up to work; they will tell you what to do’. They turn up to work
and the security guard standing beside them says, ‘Don’t ask me; this is my first day. I don’t even
know what we are here for’. They cannot detain people if they are leaving their rooms.
Now, we might think it is a bit of a joke, a bit whimsical—if it was a movie. It is not. It is Melbourne.
It is Victoria. What did that do? That caused the deaths of 572 Victorians. Of the 5395 cases of
coronavirus in this state, 99 per cent of cases can be genomically traced back to two sources: 90 per
cent can be sourced back to the Rydges; 9 per cent can be sourced back to the Stamford Plaza, just down
the road. And where is anyone in this government putting their hand up and saying, ‘This is my fault’?
Of course they sent emails to their communities and told their communities, ‘It’s difficult times. It’s
tough. We’re all in this together’. Well, of course we are all in this together, because you caused it. Do
not blame America. Do not blame China. Do not blame India. Do not blame Queensland. Do not
blame Morrison. Do not blame New South Wales. Blame yourselves. Whilst Queensland is taking the
grand final and whilst Queensland is now hosting Millionaire Hot Seat, Victorians are locked in their
homes. And why did that happen? Because other states took up the call from the federal government
to bring in the ADF, to utilise police. But did Victoria want that? No, of course not. Because that was
a direct attack on the statesmanship of the Premier. It is all about the optics. A woman gets dragged
out of her home by the police, and what did the Premier say to that? ‘I don’t think the PR was good’.
It is not about the PR. Tell the families of those 572 Victorians who died as a consequence of hotel
quarantining that that is bad for the optics.
I have never seen an issue mobilise a community as much as this. Young people are calling my office.
Let me tell you, as a member of Parliament, the number of young people who get on Google to search
the phone number of a local state member of Parliament to voice their anger about a current situation
I have never seen. They are angry. They want a future. They want hope. They want a direction. They
want a solution. They want to know their government is actually doing something to provide them
with an option. All they are hearing from the government is, ‘We don’t have hope. We haven’t got a
solution, and we want to extend this for another 12 months’. And then we have got a Premier that says,
‘Well, I couldn’t get that through, so I’m wanting to do it for another six months’.
There is no road map. Well, we know about the road map, because we saw it. And the government
says, ‘It’s out of date’. Well, of course it will be out of date, because let me tell you: there are a whole
number of public servants working with government ministers at the moment rewriting their
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document, because—for heaven’s sake—they do not want to be launching the document that has
already appeared in the Herald Sun.
Mr R Smith interjected.
Mr WAKELING: Let me tell you: as someone who has served around the cabinet table, as the
member for Warrandyte would well be aware, those documents, as advanced as they are, are not
out-of-date documents which are not under consideration. They are clearly documents for which the
government is embarrassed about the fact they have gotten out into the Victorian community.
This government is not providing hope for Victorians because the Premier is not interested in
Victorians. The Premier is actually not interested in his backbench. That is why they are starting to
talk amongst themselves about the direction of this government. We know the Premier is only
interested in the Premier, and we know that at some point the Premier will probably give this the flick
and walk away. He will not care, because it is about his ego; it is about his image. It is not about
Victorians. It is not about the fact that tonight anyone who leaves their home after 8 o’clock at night
is liable to get a fine. We have got a Premier who does not care about that. We have unfortunately got
backbenchers and government ministers who take the same view, because if they took the view that
the decisions that this government made were wrong, they would stand up in this house, have the
courage of their convictions and apologise. No-one in this government is willing to accept that. This
is a government that should be condemned, and this bill should be equally condemned.
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (11:46): I rise to make a contribution on the Public Health and Wellbeing
Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020. I note from the outset, like
my colleagues on this side of the house, we strongly oppose this bill.
I think it is very important to set the context and to note that the complete mess that all Victorians now
find themselves in is a direct result of the catastrophic mismanagement and failures of the incompetent
Andrews government. Whether that be the hotel quarantine fiasco, the extraordinary failures in the
contact-tracing system or just the overall negligence and incompetence of the Premier and his
ministers, the Andrews government has a lot to answer for. This will go down in history as the worst
public policy failure in Victoria’s history, so as a result of that I am supporting the amendments
provided by the member for Malvern. They cover five key areas, and I just want to touch on them very
briefly—the five key principles.
First, the state of emergency may only be renewed on a month-by-month basis, subject to
parliamentary approval in both chambers. Secondly, removal of clause 6 of the bill, which lowers the
threshold for the chief health officer to exercise state-of-emergency powers. Thirdly, confirmation that
the right of Parliament to meet cannot be undermined by state-of-emergency directions. Fourthly,
removal of the proposal for current state-of-emergency powers to apply even when there are no
COVID-19 cases in Victoria. Fifthly, any amendments to any of the state-of-emergency powers are
only applicable to the COVID-19 pandemic. I note as some other speakers in this house have in regard
to the first point, the government would do well to heed the words from Proverbs 11:14 which are
embedded in the tiles in the vestibule, which say:
Where no counsel is the people fall but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.

That is something that we could do with around here.
I want to look firstly at the reasons we are in this complete mess here in Victoria. We have got the
abject failure of the hotel quarantine program, including the lack of use of the Australian Defence
Force. We have got the absurdity of untrained security staff receiving training in equity and diversity
but no training about the use of personal protective equipment. We have got the failed contact-tracing
program—clearly not working. There is a tragic example that was cited yesterday in question time
where a lady was detected as positive to COVID-19 on 13 July; she sadly passed away on 31 July and
her family was contacted by the contact-tracing people about a week later, in early August. As other
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speakers have also noted, tragically many, many people have died as a result of the second wave of
this disease, and I note and put on record my sympathy for the families and friends of those people.
The lack of PPE for healthcare workers has resulted in a significant incidence of healthcare workers
being infected with COVID-19. Meanwhile, the government is continually telling us that we have got
warehouses full of PPE, yet we have got these breakouts happening within the health system itself, so
that does not make sense. We wonder what the truth is in relation to that.
We have got endless backflips and inconsistencies, and I have just written down a few here. We have
got the Premier’s wink and nod to the Black Lives Matter protest in June this year, with Victoria Police
just watching on. We have got the wearing of masks; for months and months and months we were told
that they were absolutely unnecessary, and now they are absolutely compulsory. We had fishing,
boating, playing golf, visiting partners and maternity ward visits all banned one minute and unbanned
the next. We had farmers markets banned at 8.30 pm one night and unbanned at 9.05 pm the same
night. Off one minute, on again the next—backflip after backflip. And that shows to me, and I think
to all Victorians who care to look at it logically, that there is no real medical advice or science behind
these illogical decisions. There is no common sense. The government are just making things up as
they go, and that is one of the key reasons that this Premier should not be given any more power, as
provided for under this bill. The fundamental issue for all Victorians is that this government simply
cannot be trusted.
The government’s COVID gang of eight have monumentally failed. There are many, many other
examples, but let me cite just one that relates to one of my shadow portfolio responsibilities, and that
is the sudden hard lockdown of the public housing towers in Flemington and North Melbourne. We
had people that were locked into their premises there with no warning. They were receiving culturally
inappropriate food. They had families that were not getting daily necessities. And part of the causation
of that was the government’s lack of engagement with the various multicultural group leaders, and
that is now well documented. The government’s response to this whole situation was described at the
recent Public Accounts and Estimates Committee hearings by one witness, who should know and does
know all about these matters, as being ‘a mess’.
The overall public outpouring is unprecedented. As you have heard many times and most speakers
have commented, our electorate offices are just getting absolutely inundated with contact from
constituents—countless telephone calls and emails. Some of the inquiries that we have been dealing
with locally: we have had endless cases of extreme loneliness; we have had mental health issues; and
we have had immediate family members being unable to attend family funerals, such as a family of
13 children, where the father had passed away and not all children could attend the funeral. How
desperately sad is that after a lifetime. We have a family of four—Mum, Dad and two daughters—all
now unemployed. We have had the impact on the real estate market both from the landlord’s and the
tenant’s perspective. We have had taxpaying small businesses and sole proprietors who are unable to
get government help because they are deemed to have, to quote the Treasurer of Victoria, ‘no
relationship with the government’. What a disgraceful comment.
These examples reflect just some of the many terrible impacts the actions of this government are
having on my constituents. There are also reports of increasing family violence and suicide rates. We
have got couples that are unable to get married, and we have got a range of other adverse impacts. Let
me just read one Facebook post that I got just yesterday, I think it was:
This is extremely frustrating. As a family as lives on our small business we see no future. We sold our house
to invest in our business and the lockdowns have made us feel unsafe and uncertain more than the virus has.
We were happy to see so many MPs stand up for us and people like us but the outcome is unfurtunate. Where
do we go from here Neil? Is there any light at the end of the tunnel?

What a splendid question that is, and I am sad to say to that constituent and to many others that under the
current government, with the way they are approaching things and the powers that they want to put in
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their own hands, there probably is no light at the end of the tunnel at this stage, and that is just completely
disastrous for the broader community but certainly for the community in the Forest Hill district.
These are just a few examples. We have got the catastrophic economic impacts on individuals,
families, sole traders, other businesses and the state economy. We have got thousands of businesses
being closed and possibly one in eight small businesses not expected to survive. I have got local
examples. I have got cafes, restaurants, reception centres, dentists, hotels—all kinds of other
businesses that are absolutely crippled under the current regime of this government. It is just disastrous,
and many of them are starting to lose hope. And that is a desperately sad situation. So that is why this
bill must be opposed. This bill is an utter and complete disaster.
Just in conclusion, I want to put on record my thanks to my local churches, faith groups and other
organisations who are working tirelessly to support local people in need. I also want to thank all the
health workers and other essential workers that have continued to step up to the plate day after day,
week after week, month after month. I would urge the Premier to heed the recommendations contained
in an open letter to him dated 31 August 2020 from a range of eminent medical practitioners, because
this document contains a clear medical pathway out of this crisis and it is time that the Premier took
some proper medical advice.
People want real leadership, and that is completely lacking. The Premier has failed all Victorians and
completely let people down. Why on earth would this Parliament want to give this incompetent
government another six months of absolute power? If we compare Victoria to other states, we have
got the strictest lockdown rules and we have had the worst results: 25 per cent of the population, 75 per
cent of the COVID cases, around 90 per cent of the deaths—650 people or so, and again I note my
sympathy to their family and friends. That is in the face of the strictest lockdowns and worst results.
If the Premier was a real leader he would have sacked his health minister. Then he should have
resigned himself in absolute disgrace. So I call on the Premier to do four things: firstly, stop blaming
the people; secondly, apologise to all Victorians; thirdly, sack the numerous failed ministers also
responsible for this debacle; and fourthly and finally, take overall responsibility for this complete
disaster and resign.
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (11:56): Like all my colleagues this morning I rise, in a very puffed
way, to debate the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and
Other Matters) Bill 2020—or in other words, the desire by the Andrews government to continue its
‘Total Unaccountable Control of the State of Victoria Amendment Act’. But before I comment on this
appalling piece of legislation that has been rushed through this week with very little warning for
opposition members and a complete lack of defence by government members, who have sort of
abandoned their desire to speak in defence of this act, I would like to pay acknowledgement to the
many, many thousands of people across the electorate of Polwarth who have done much to try and
keep some sanity and safety around in our community with little or no help from the government.
First of all I speak of the small local rural health services and private GP clinics right across Polwarth
that have been working well above and beyond to keep communities safe. I also talk about the local
community church, charity and community groups who banded together to keep an eye on the elderly,
the vulnerable and those in quarantine. Many will be aware of the large percentage of the Colac
population that was put into quarantine and needed that support—which was sadly lacking from the
government, who provided no support whatsoever for, at one stage, nearly 2000 people under
quarantine in their own homes. To the hundreds of small businesses across Polwarth: many of you,
and particularly those in the tourism sector, have carried a grossly unfair economic burden in this crisis
to date. Many of these businesses have had little or no support as they are small sole traders,
partnerships and owner-operators who have absolutely received nothing from this government, except
a weekly heartache as the Premier gets up and changes the rules and extends the lockdowns and
changes the lockdowns with little or no support for them. So I acknowledge the tenacity with which
they have kept going.
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I would also finally like to pay a great tribute to the Keep Colac Safe campaign group, led in part by a
new resident to our region in Shane Vicary, one of our great community leaders and businesspeople
in the Colac region. Since March, under the leadership of Shane, this group has worked tirelessly to
keep Colac safe, to keep the community informed and to put community messages out that have made
a real difference. That real difference is the one that our community demonstrates to the rest of Victoria
and Australia on how you manage coronavirus. In a community that did not have severe lockdown
like we have seen here in Melbourne, cases went from zero to 108, which translated in terms of
metropolitan Melbourne to a rate of 40 000 active cases. This community-led group, through working
with the community, giving the community the information that it needed, giving the community the
skills and the support it needed to stay safe, got that 108—or if it was Melbourne, 40 000—active
cases down to under eight in three weeks. That was a huge effort, but it was an effort that demonstrated
very clearly that there is another way to deal with the coronavirus pandemic—another way that this
government refuses to look at, another way that this government refuses to acknowledge—that can be
done, that is successful and that can get real results and keep people safe.
So back to this bill, the public health and wellbeing amendment bill. Why do we want to give this
government an extra six months of increased state-of-emergency powers, and they are increased stateof-emergency powers? Why would we? We have seen hotel quarantine. That was when this
government had state-of-emergency powers, and that has gone really well! We have seen 99 per cent
of the second wave, hundreds of deaths, caused by this government’s actions under a state of
emergency—this government’s inability to take in feedback from the community and feedback from
those at the coalface, and actually do something positive with it.
We have seen in the parliamentary hearings at the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee (PAEC),
minister after minister, Premier followed by Treasurer, and not one of these leaders under a state of
emergency has demonstrated any capacity to accept responsibility for what went wrong with the hotel
quarantine debacle. In fact we had the ludicrous situation of the Minister for Health one day saying
that quarantine, clearly part of a health emergency strategy, was not under her purview. We saw
transport people saying that putting people onto buses and transporting them from the airport to the
hotels was not their responsibility. They were responsible for making sure the buses were red and the
buses were shiny, but they were not responsible for the safety of the people on those buses. We heard
the Attorney-General tell us that the state-of-emergency powers, the ones we are debating today, were
not her responsibility in the drafting. She gave to her cabinet, to her Premier, to her government, no
advice on what extending the state of emergency would mean to the people of Victoria.
We have seen a rising death toll and, bizarrely, a death toll today that included 50 unreported cases from
previous days. How can we trust a government to have increased control over our lives for another six
months when they cannot even get the death records right on who is dying each day from this disease?
Not only that, this is a death toll within confined institutions. We are not talking about people randomly
dying from one corner of the state to the other; we are talking about people dying in institutions that we
have been told now for weeks and months this state government is keeping a close eye on, and yet in
the space of two weeks 90 unknown deaths have turned up in the death figures. That is an outrageous
lack of capacity within the Department of Health and Human Services to manage this.
We had projections when this virus first started that we needed lockdowns and a state of emergency
because 58 000 people a day, not a week or a month, were going to die. That is what we heard in the
first hearings of PAEC. In the second hearings we heard that we needed stage 4 because 20 000 people
a day were going to contract coronavirus. To date our worst efforts have been 700. There is a very big
difference between 58 000 and 700. Where is the justification? This is why this government cannot be
trusted with an extension and increased powers for a state of emergency, when basic information that
this community wants and expects cannot be given simply. The extremes are too large and too
inexplicable.
The other problem for this government is that not only can they not handle information, not only will
they not accept responsibility, but they insist on a one-size-fits-all answer to everything. We have seen
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the abattoir industry, the meatworks, the lifeblood of many communities throughout rural and regional
Victoria, have to give up a third of their workforce at one of the most critical times of the year for that
industry with no explanation. Take, for example, Farm Foods in Geelong. Farm Foods is an exporter.
Farm Foods employs hundreds of people in Geelong. They have had to put off a third of their
workforce. They have had no coronavirus cases. They have done everything that the government has
asked them to do. They meet all export and domestic market expectations, and yet they have had to
give up a third of their workforce, and they have no idea when they can get back to normal. The
consequence of that is a collapse in the live animal markets. We have seen lambs go from $9 to $4.
This is having a huge economic impact now across our region in areas that had not yet been affected
by coronavirus.
We have seen slow results and poor contact tracing. Once again, one size fits all. People in rural and
regional Victoria have had to wait 11 days. The worst case I had was 14 days in Colac during the peak
of our crisis, because they had not adapted the system for testing and tracing specifically for a
community. Instead it was the Melbourne model forced on country areas.
One of the most egregious one-size-fits-all approaches that this government have persevered with is
their ridiculous 1800 number. I hate 1800 numbers at the best of times, but when you are in a national
pandemic, a crisis, when people’s lives are at risk and in peril every minute of every day, this
government has seen fit to only provide a stupid 1800 number with 13 options. Most people have
fallen asleep by the time they get to the 13th option and have lost contact with what they were ringing
about anyway. They are not language specific, they are not location specific. They do not have the
answers that the community needs.
I therefore do not commend this bill. This bill is going to make the situation in Victoria worse. It gives
people in Victoria very little hope. It does not give this government the tools it needs. What it needs is a
dose of common sense. What it needs is an opportunity to take a breath. Listen to the people of Victoria
who are speaking to you, as members of the Labor Party, every day in your emails. Your delete box and
junk folder must be enormous because you are not listening to or reading those emails clearly.
Mr ROWSWELL (Sandringham) (12:06): I rise in the chamber today and I am grateful for the
opportunity to do so, because the chamber in which we gather today is part of the Victorian Parliament.
It is part of the very foundation—institutional foundation—of our democracy in this state and in this
nation, and the bill that is before the chamber today is a bill that not only seeks to undermine our
democracy and the very institutions of our democracy, being the Parliament, but also seeks to
undermine the freedom of Victorians. What this bill proposes is for the state of emergency to be
extended in Victoria for another six months. The reason why I have an issue with this extension of a
state of emergency in Victoria is that it places significant power in a very, very few—significant power
in the Premier and his COVID cabinet cabal, and it also places significant power in a small number of
unelected bureaucrats.
Now, this is the first time that the Victorian Parliament has sat since June. It is now September, and
the Parliament has sat for only 20 days in this calendar year. This Parliament sits at a time when the
mood of the Victorian people, in my mind, can best be summarised as a mood of total uncertainty—
total bewilderment verging on anger, frustration and, worse, hopelessness. From the outset—and I
want to be absolutely crystal clear about this—when I speak in this place, I do so representing the
views of 46 100 residents of the Sandringham district and I do so seeking to represent the thousands
of Victorians who have emailed me in the circumstance of these lockdowns. And I say on their behalf:
if ever a politician had demonstrated before the Victorian people that he was arrogantly out of touch
with the trouble and the pain that Victorians feel, it is the Premier of this state. He strutted the stage,
seeking to be the hero coming to save us all from damnation, save us all from this global pandemic,
but instead what he has been shown to be is anything but that, and Victorians know it. Victorians know
what he is really, really like.
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This sort of arrogance and conceited attitude on the Premier’s part is not confined to him, sadly. It runs
like a river of deceit throughout not only the cabinet but the Andrews Labor government. Perhaps the
greatest worry is that he is so invincibly ignorant of the problems that this state faces, but my fear is
that we will have more problems before things get better. Yes, these are my words, these are my
assessments, but they are the assessments, they are the sentiments of the many, many thousands of
people who have contacted me and my small but hardworking team in recent times.
Victorians place their trust in governments to get us through this, and we were so close. We were so
close to getting to the other end of it, just like other states in this wonderful commonwealth of ours,
and something went wrong in Victoria. What really hurts me is that I think that there is a very clear
connection between the start of this second wave and Victorian Labor’s own internal party problems.
There was a 60 Minutes story which highlighted some internal problems within the Victorian Labor
Party. It led to ministerial sackings and ministerial resignations. It led to Labor and the Victorian Labor
government focusing on themselves and the Premier focusing on himself, and not focusing on what
Victorians put them there to do—not focusing on the health and the wellbeing of Victorians. So is it
any wonder that shortly after that, shortly after they focused on themselves, Victoria suddenly found
itself in a second wave of coronavirus and in stage 4 lockdowns?
Perhaps that is the most disheartening, the most distressing and disappointing thing of 2020—that it
was politicians. When they started to focus on themselves, they forgot about focusing on what the
Victorian people put them there to do. Let that be a lesson for every one of us. Let that be a lesson for
every one of us who has the great privilege to serve our people in this place, to uphold the traditions
that our forebears, that our forefathers have fought and have died for. Let that be the inspiration for
every speaker today who contributes to debate on this bill that seeks to undermine our freedoms and
seeks to undermine our democracy.
It is really clear why we are in stage 4 lockdowns now. It is very clear to every Victorian what sparked
this second wave. We know, because we have been told. We have been told by Department of Health
and Human Services officials themselves in evidence to the COVID inquiry that 99 per cent of cases
in this second wave have been genomically linked to hotel quarantine, and since then 547 related
deaths in Victoria have followed. In Victoria today another 59 deaths were added to that tragic total.
Every day at the government’s press briefing we hear the same numbers. We hear tragically the
amount of Victorians who have lost their lives. We hear the amount of new cases of coronavirus in
this state and we get the total amount of coronavirus cases across this state that are ongoing. But I tell
you what we never hear: we never hear of those small businesses who have been shut down and who
will never open again. We never hear a daily tally of those people who have lost their jobs. We never
hear a daily tally of those people who have lost their lives to suicide because of the circumstance that
we find ourselves in here in this state. We never hear a daily tally of those Victorians who are at greater
risk of family violence because of the circumstances that we find ourselves in. And I put it to this
chamber, Acting Speaker—I put it to you, I put it to the government, I put it to my colleagues and I
put it to Victorians who are listening here today—those numbers are much more important, because
those numbers are the numbers that will shape the recovery or lack thereof that this state enters into
once we have seen the back of the acute stage of coronavirus mark 1.
Those are the numbers that are going to shape our state, not in the months ahead, but in the years
ahead—the ongoing flow-on effects, health impacts. Not just the health impacts, but the economic
impacts that are going to be felt in every high street shopping centre and that are going to be felt in
every community, mine included. In my district of Sandringham there are some 9000 sole traders in
the bayside community. In Kingston there are some 10 000 sole traders. These are the people who are
hurting the most. These are the people who will be the human face of tragedy in the coming months.
These are the people who have been left behind by the Premier and Labor. These are the people that
we will need to focus on, and those people can rely upon the Leader of the Opposition and Victorian
Liberals to get them through the next stage of their recovery, their business recovery and Victoria’s
recovery, because they will never have a friend in a Labor government. The Labor government will
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have you believe that there is wide agreement that these lockdowns should be continued. Well, there
are 300-plus eminent doctors who disagree with them, and I would like to make that letter that they
have written to the Premier available to the house for all members to see.
In closing I simply say this: not only is what is proposed an affront to our democracy, it is a significant
restriction on our freedom. We must do better, but sadly I do not think we will be doing any better
under this government.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Carbines): Order! The house will welcome the member for
Shepparton, who has the call remotely. We welcome the member for Shepparton. We will just make
sure that matters are working correctly, and she has the call.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (12:16): Thank you, Acting Speaker. I am pleased to speak today on the
Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters)
Bill 2020. What an extraordinary year 2020 has been. Some of us have experienced recessions
before—several of them—but not a pandemic such as this. The impact of this pandemic has been
worldwide, and it continues to be devastating. In the first few months of the pandemic there was almost
universal support for the fact that our leadership both at a state and at a federal level had been
outstanding, and while the lockdowns during the first wave were unprecedented and difficult to deal
with, they were largely adhered to with an acknowledgement and a confidence that our governments
were doing the best they could for us in the circumstances. But as time moved on we became aware
that many mistakes were being made, that there were serious deficiencies in some of the areas of the
management of the pandemic.
Early on we saw the disastrous results of the mismanagement by the New South Wales government
of the Ruby Princess saga. We saw images of thousands of people pouring off the Ruby Princess, who
then made their way to their homes across Australia, coming into contact with so many people along
the way. We saw how the virus could and did spread. We saw the impact of the virus early on in aged
care at Newmarch House and Dorothy Henderson Lodge in Sydney. The subsequent inquiry into the
management of those outbreaks highlighted serious mismanagement and underlying problems that
had not been addressed and which continue to be highlighted as the Royal Commission into Aged
Care Quality and Safety continues to sit.
Then here in Victoria we saw the second wave of the virus take hold, firstly in Melbourne and
spreading out into regional Victoria. The inquiry into the hotel quarantine process is showing that there
was poor organisation and mismanagement along many steps of the way. It is showing that employing
unskilled, undertrained security guards was a poor decision and that they were not provided with the
knowledge or training to keep the virus at bay. We are now seeing this play out on a small scale in
quarantine hotels in New South Wales. Both New South Wales and Queensland are now facing their
own smaller outbreaks of coronavirus and are desperately trying to manage them without resorting to
the very harsh lockdowns that Victorians have had to endure to control the spread of the virus.
We have seen that the majority of deaths in Australia have been in aged care—an aged-care system
that federal governments have largely turned their back on, not demanded accountability from and
allowed to fester for years to the extent that in a crisis such as this the aged-care facilities were poorly
equipped and unable to deal with the wild spread of coronavirus.
So now we find ourselves at the end of a six-month period of a state of emergency. The government
asks us to extend that period of the state of emergency and take us through another six months. The
question is: why should we extend the powers of emergency? From members’ speeches so far it seems
to me that most are in agreement that we cannot go from a stage 4 lockdown to no restrictions
whatsoever. There is a broad understanding that restrictions will be needed, that those returning from
overseas will need to continue to quarantine, that the wearing of masks will need to be continued and
that there will be restrictions on gatherings for some time yet. People are desperate to get back to
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normal, but most understand that this is not possible and that there will be a COVID normal, which
will hopefully be much less restrictive going forward.
When this legislation was foreshadowed I was instantly opposed to the extension of the state of
emergency for 12 months. I favoured a three-month extension, possibly up to six, but only on
condition that Parliament resumed its sitting timetable throughout the remainder of that period, and
more if necessary. We have seen the progress of the bill through the other place and are now presented
with a bill that will enable the government to extend the state of emergency for a further six months.
The Independent member for Morwell has circulated amendments to the bill before the house, and I
support those amendments for the reasons he has articulated. A further reason for supporting the
extension of powers for only three months is that to me the ongoing scrutiny by Parliament and the
reporting back to Parliament is essential. Parliament must now continue to meet every month in
accordance with the existing timetable. We have found ways to meet this week, and adjustments can
be made as we go forward. The government must ensure Parliament meets. We must restore the
confidence of Victorians. It is with the regular sitting of Parliament where the people’s voice can be
heard that confidence will be restored. Should circumstances continue such that the chief health officer
recommends regional members not travel to Melbourne to attend Parliament, then we must find a
legislative or judicial solution that will enable those regional representatives to vote and to have that
vote actually counted without being present in the Parliament. There are ways this can be done, and I
urge the government, the opposition and others to come together in a bipartisan approach to ensure
that it does occur. It cannot continue to be the case that regional electorates are deprived of having
their elected members available in Parliament to vote, and we need to do something about that as soon
as possible.
I also support the notice of motion given by the member for Morwell that is on the notice paper today.
There is a need for a joint oversight committee, perhaps never more so than now as we work through
the ongoing challenges that we are facing. We have the pandemic, we have an accompanying
recession, and there is much work to be done as we move towards a recovery stage. It is not to be a
committee set up to criticise the government; it is there to enable discussion, constructive planning and
policymaking and to provide a forum whereby the government comes back, accounts for its actions
and enables bureaucrats, the chief health officer and other agencies to report back so that Victorians
know in detail what is happening.
The time for blame is not now. Blame does not alter the trajectory of the pandemic. It will distract us
from future planning and the using of resources available to us to move forward. It is important to take
advantage of the incredible knowledge and advances we have made since previous pandemics,
especially the Spanish flu of 1919. The Victorian parliamentary library has prepared an excellent
research paper this year on epidemics and pandemics in Victoria. It is interesting to see how in some
ways history can repeat itself and to note that when Parliament resumed in July 1919 the government
was faced with a strident attack from the opposition over its handling of the crisis. Critics said that the
Parliament should have been consulted earlier and criticised the shortage of nurses and inconsistent
messaging. Some members attacked the ineffectiveness of regulations that closed bars and hotels and
caused unemployment. Doctors and the public argued over the most effective methods to combat the
pandemic, especially the wearing of masks and inoculation.
Having the capacity to declare a state of emergency going forward will be very important for the
government. We have seen what happened in New Zealand—102 days with no active cases reported,
and then suddenly an outbreak. No-one is immune from this virus. The New South Wales government
had the powers it needed to act, and it did so swiftly. While we are being challenged now by the virus
itself, we know that there will be many challenges ahead associated with the economic fallout that is
occurring and that more is to come. I fear for many in my community who are suffering from the
impacts of this pandemic, whether it be the impact on their businesses, on their health, including their
mental health, or on the prospect of future unemployment.
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I know the pain that has been suffered by those who have lost family members, some from coronavirus,
and who have not been able to be there with their loved one as they died or to appropriately honour
them at a funeral service. Australians and Victorians in particular have shown great resilience and
trust, and we all come together wanting to see this virus defeated and perhaps find new and better ways
of doing things in the future. I rarely quote from others, but the words of a medical historian, Michael
Bresalier, resound with great common sense when we look at this situation. He has commented on
previous pandemics, and he concludes, in relation to this one:
We are in a better position than ever before to tackle this pandemic. We have the science, medical technology,
and systems to mitigate its impact. But they will not be effective without political will, cooperation, and the
sharing of vital medical and scientific resources … Putting COVID-19 in historical perspective reminds us
that each pandemic brings with it unique problems—

(Time expired)
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (12:26): I rise to make a contribution to the Public Health and Wellbeing
Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020. The legislation that we
have before us now has indeed had a very rocky passage getting to where it is. It was rushed through
for a start. We have known for a very, very long time the extent of the state-of-emergency powers—
the six-month limit. We have known that the last monthly extension was going to finish at midnight
on 13 September. These were not secrets, and yet we find a government who arrogantly refused to sit
earlier having to sit and make sure that they could rush this through at the last minute because there
was the need for an extension of these powers.
We saw it start as a bill for 12 months, an extension of powers for 12 months, and there was an outcry
about this. As most people have mentioned in their contributions, never before have we had such a
barrage, an onslaught, of emails about a particular matter. I know everybody on our side has certainly
seen that, and I am sure—I am fairly confident—that all Labor members have had that sort of
onslaught. But they are choosing to ignore it. They are choosing to stay silent because they know that
people did not want a 12-month extension.
Then we saw that back-pedalled a bit. The government started to realise it was not going to get that
12 months, and they had to back-pedal a bit and do a six-month extension. So they have announced a
six-month extension was going to go ahead, and they announced that they had done a bit of a deal with
the crossbench. Then we saw all of the crossbenchers actually putting their hand up and saying,
‘They’ve done no deal with me. I don’t agree, I don’t agree’. We saw many of the crossbenchers do
that. But what did happen? We know that with the help of the Animal Justice Party, the Reason Party
and the Greens making a mercy dash again to support the Labor government, to make sure that this
gets through, we ended up—the draft that came before us was for a six-month extension.
The powers that the Premier was looking for are really anti-democratic, but we can see that the way
he has conducted his business through this whole process is one where he is shutting out most people.
We know that—not his backbenchers; they have got no say—even a lot of the members of cabinet
have been pushed aside as he set up the crisis cabinet, the COVID crisis cabinet of eight, the gang of
eight, because he wanted to centralise power, and this is very much what we can see from the bill that
is before us.
Now, our position is known. It has been misrepresented on numerous occasions. We know and
understand that there is the need for the extension of powers. We have been very clear about that. It is
well known and it is well understood. And it is not just known in Victoria; the position of Victoria is
known all around the country. Everybody is looking at Victoria as being a basket case, and aren’t we
in a particular pickle because of the mismanagement by the government? I have heard left-wing
commentators referring to it as a debacle and a real mess.
We know also that we cannot go from stage 4 to stage zero. We have to have some restrictions in place
as we move out of the height of the pandemic, and we are not reckless. I was extremely disappointed
but not surprised to hear the member for Melbourne on 3AW deliberately misrepresenting the position
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of the Liberals, saying that we would have 2000 infected people roaming around. Well, that is not our
position and never was our position, and I thought that was a particularly cheap and deceitful shot
from the Greens.
Whilst we acknowledge emergency powers are needed at times, we know that they also need the
appropriate checks, the appropriate balances and the appropriate safeguards and transparency
measures. As a result, our amendments were put forward by the member for Malvern, the Leader of
the Opposition, about how we thought this should be handled. We thought that these powers should
be renewed on a month-by-month basis with a basis of parliamentary approval. It is pretty staggering
to think that this is the 20th day of sitting. You know, we are in September and we have sat 20 days
this year.
As an opposition, our ability to get answers from the Premier and from the government has been
extremely limited. The Public Accounts and Estimates Committee inquiry has a Labor chair, and we
see that witnesses that we would like to hear from are gagged or not even able to present. We have
seen the Premier hide behind the quarantine inquiry, and of course not having Parliament sit means
that there has been no question time. So we have measures there to enhance the transparency. We have
restriction measures on making directions in relation to the parliamentary precinct so that they do not
undermine Parliament. We cannot have a public servant undermining and determining what is going
to happen.
I must say that one of the decisions that we have seen was about regional members of Parliament—
and I myself am a regional member of Parliament—and that if they come to Parliament they would
need to quarantine. Now we can make the decision ourselves, but that was certainly the advice
recently. Every day as I come to work—I live in Murrindindi shire in stage 3 restrictions; my office is
in Yarra Glen—I am absolutely entitled to go to my office, and my office continues to function with
the two staff we are able to have. Every day I travel from stage 3 into stage 4 and home again, and that
is fine, and I am not required to quarantine for two weeks. But now it seems that if I want to come a
little bit further, to come to my parliamentary office and to stand up and represent the people, I should
be quarantining when I go home. Now, I am sure that when the powers that be are making these
decisions they really do not have an understanding of what is actually going on in the real world. That
is my situation every day.
We also have in our amendments that these emergency powers do not apply when there are no COVID
cases and, further, that they are applicable only to the COVID-19 pandemic, not to additional strains.
Now, it has been canvassed widely why we are at this position—because it has been mismanaged and
bungled, and in particular it goes back to hotel quarantine. We saw early the Cedar Meats cluster was
handled poorly—very poorly—despite the minister saying how perfectly it had been done. But we
saw with hotel quarantine the Victorian government’s—and it is pretty hard to find out who, because
everyone is pushing everyone else under a bus and ducking and hiding, and no-one seems to be
responsible—mismanagement of the hotel quarantine. They certainly bucked the trend. Unlike
Queensland and New South Wales, Victoria employed untrained staff—staff that they got through
Gumtree and WhatsApp and who were not trained in infection control. Is it any wonder that it got out?
There were businesses at the Savoy Plaza that were allowed to open, and people could access those
businesses. The security guards would tell them, ‘Oh, just duck around the side. Go in the side
entrance’, and they would do that. And as they would do that they would see the people in quarantine
coming downstairs, going through the foyer and going out the side door for a cigarette or it was to do
some exercise or it was even to be escorted to the shops. They saw that, they witnessed that. Is it any
wonder that this got away? It is no wonder at all.
A couple from Mansfield in my electorate were on the Vasco da Gama, which spent a bit of time on
the coast of Western Australia before they were allowed to dock. They did their hotel quarantine there
and they were in regular contact with me. They were not allowed to open their hotel room door more
than 6 inches. They said that they could not open the windows. There was a big car park downstairs—
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they were not allowed to go there to exercise. They were absolutely in tight control. And when I hear
that story—and that was my expectation of what hotel quarantine would be—hotel quarantine in
Melbourne was anything but that. It was run appallingly, and we knew that officials from the
Department of Justice and Regulation said it had been run appallingly from day one. They wanted the
police to become involved. The AMA knew and highlighted issues as well. So the government
certainly knew of these issues but chose to do nothing. They have let it go, it has got out of control and
at the very last minute they are rushing to bring this bill before Parliament so that they can extend their
powers for another six months. We will not be supporting that legislation.
Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (12:36): It is a pleasure to stand to talk about this bill, but not necessarily
a pleasure that this bill is in the house. It is good to have the opportunity to put the record straight in a
number of ways and speak on behalf of the people that are suffering because of the way this
government has handled both the crisis that our state faces but also the way any criticism comes to
it—how it avoids scrutiny, how it just does anything that helps the Labor Party or any of its union
mates but avoids helping any of the businesses in reality and avoids helping the people that really most
need its help.
This is probably the most controversial bill we have had, and we have had many controversial bills,
particularly under previous Labor governments. We have had many controversial bills, and yet this
one is probably right up there. This one is unfortunately being met in a way that previous governments
would not have met a bill in this sort of crisis. In this case unfortunately this government wants to work
against everybody, and that I think is reflective of the Premier’s personality. The Premier is all about
how he looks, what he does and what he can do for himself, the ALP and unions but not what he can
do for Victorians at a time when Victorians desperately need us to work together.
Now, work together—you would expect that that would be the case, and I am sure that most people
have been greatly and deeply appreciative of the way the Prime Minister has approached these matters.
The Prime Minister briefs Anthony Albanese, the Leader of the Opposition in federal Parliament,
weekly. He talks to him, consults with him, and that is a great thing to do, because when a community
is under pressure like our community is under pressure you need as many good people as you can have
working together to come up with the solutions for the problems that we face. Of course every member
of the opposition has been elected by their community to come and represent their views, and yet the
Premier seems to have completely forgotten that. So while the Prime Minister has been very happy to
consult with and to talk to the Leader of the Opposition on a weekly basis, the Premier of Victoria has
completely ignored the opposition leader and the opposition since March. There has not even been a
phone call to the opposition rooms from the Premier or his office since March. I think that is a particular
fact that goes to show exactly what this Premier is like and exactly how he approaches these problems,
regardless of what the consequences are for Victorians, for the people that are doing it so hard.
Unfortunately arrogance is the bedmate of ignorance, and although at the start of this pandemic the
Premier was always the first person to come out—I remember what it used to be like at school trying
to get out of school first because you might have something to tell all of your friends—of national
cabinet and do something that seemed to be different, that seemed to be leading the way, or at least
that is how he wanted it to be. But of course then you would find out later that was something that the
national cabinet had decided to do and it was just the Premier of Victoria trying to big-note himself.
And he big-noted himself by locking down Victorians harder than any other state—and longer—and
everybody put up with that. They thought, ‘Okay, he knows what he’s doing. He’s going to make sure
that Victorians are left in the best possible position’. But as we know now, it is precisely the opposite.
While all of the other states have done well and are back to pretty much a normal state of affairs for
their states, we are not. We are in the hardest lockdown—one of the hardest lockdowns in the world—
and that is an incredible situation from where we should be. The result from one of the Premier’s
complete failures is that of hotel quarantine, which has been talked about at great length—the reasons
behind that. Of course you cannot blame the Premier for everything that happened in hotel quarantine,
other than the fact that he had so many good options to choose from, with the Australian Defence
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Force ready there, with our own police force ready there. But instead of, in the most critical of
circumstances, putting people in charge that know how to do this—it is their job to do these things—
they put people in place that did not have the experience or the expertise to make sure that Victorians
were protected. And now that is why we are standing here today arguing about how we go forward in
such difficult circumstances, with 547 deaths since the quarantine failures—59 today. It is difficult to
imagine any Premier or Prime Minister or President that has been more responsible for such horrible
consequences for their people than what we are seeing today.
Every day in my electorate I talk to people. I hear their angst. I hear their pain. It is such a horrible
situation to be in because you cannot say to them, ‘Look, unfortunately your Premier is completely
ignoring the opposition. He does not listen to anything that we have got to say’. But unfortunately that
is the fact. We are in a position where we are trying to keep people calm, keep their anxiety down,
stop the angst they are feeling. But every day we are having more deaths, many of them suicides; more
bankruptcies of businesses; more lost jobs, depression, anger, angst, family violence and just people
that are absolutely unhappy. And why wouldn’t you be? Who could have imagined that in 2020 we
would be living in what was the world’s most livable city and not be allowed to go outside our front
doors at 8 o’clock at night, not be able to drive more than 5 kilometres, be able to go shopping once a
day and not be able to have people over to your house. It just does not seem real. It still does not seem
real that we have found our way into this situation.
But we have to work together to get ourselves out of this, and I strongly encourage the Premier to pick
up the phone—which I think he should have been doing all the way through, instead of making the
circus that he has with this piece of legislation and fighting openly with people across the political
realm—and say to the opposition, who in fact have the numbers he needs to get where he needs to go,
‘Why don’t we talk about this? We can’t end this abruptly on the 13th. Let’s look at a way of moving
forward’. That would be a critical part of actually doing what is right for Victorians, but that is not
something this Premier wants to do. It is not about any of us in this house, but we are tasked with
trying to resolve these problems and to put Victorians in the best possible situation they can be.
I have had people in my electorate call me at all hours of the night. One woman’s son had fallen from
a 6-metre-high building site onto his head and been put into intensive care and operated on—the
outcome not being certain at all. He had pieces of his skull removed and was in a coma, and his mother
had to sit downstairs because she was not allowed to see him. His mother is a healthcare worker who
gets tested nearly every day and could walk into most hospitals, but she was not allowed to see her
son. We have had people who cannot hold their mum’s or their dad’s hand while they are passing
away. These are the consequences that have been brought about by the mismanagement of the Premier.
The other important element I will cover very quickly is the Mornington Peninsula and the way it has
been treated by being locked down as part of metro Melbourne. We had zero cases down there, but
the way it was locked down allowed people from high-infection areas to go down there. We now have
some infections, but it is important that we get this right and separate the Mornington Peninsula for
these purposes. (Time expired)
Ms CUPPER (Mildura) (12:47): I rise to speak on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment
(State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020. I tried everything to be at Parliament in
person—plans were made and changed, flights were booked and then cancelled. In the end, the
recommendation for 14-day quarantine made it impossible for me to attend. I am abundantly aware,
and so is my community, that if I cannot be physically at Parliament—if I do not leave my COVIDfree community to travel to the epicentre of the second wave—then I do not get a vote and my
community does not get a vote. Some may wonder what the big deal is if Mildura does not have the
casting vote. The big deal is that my vote holds enormous symbolism for my community, a community
that is experiencing a gaping trust deficit with its state government. They do not want a registered
opinion; they want a vote. Whether it is the casting vote is irrelevant; it is a matter of principle to them.
That is the position I am placed in as a regional Independent: I can choose my health or my job; my
community can be safe or it can be represented.
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I was willing to accept that sacrifice in the first wave, and my community was willing to accept it in
the first wave. In the first wave my community trusted the government and it did everything it was
asked. The greatest asset we had as a state against the coronavirus was the widespread willingness of
our community to comply with the rules, and we had this because of trust. We trusted that the
government had our backs. Our community accepted the state of emergency, it accepted the sweeping
powers it gave, it accepted the democratic checks that it took away, it accepted cancellations of
Parliament and it accepted my decisions not to attend.
It was not easy. The longer the restrictions, the harder the task. Cracks in the community’s resolve
started to show with Anzac Day and Mother’s Day—those restrictions on those days—but generally
people willingly stayed the course and we started to turn a corner. Community sport was given the
green light. South Australia was making noises about easing restrictions on the border. The first wave
ended just in time, with trust intact—trust intact because the numbers showed the government had
done a good job and trust intact because of a strong sense that the first wave was unavoidable.
But the second wave was a very different beast in many ways. Unlike the first wave, the second wave
felt avoidable; therefore the restrictions felt avoidable and the border closures felt avoidable. This
made it much harder to bear. The cracks in community trust opened up. We fought hard for a tailored
approach to the second round of lockdowns, and I acknowledge that the government tried. Melbourne
was ring-fenced to protect the regions, but bigger troubles were brewing on the borders.
South Australia backed away from its plans to reopen. Families who had been counting down days to
20 July to be reunited with loved ones were unceremoniously told to wait indefinitely. Then the
unthinkable happened: New South Wales closed its border. It was like a line being drawn down Bourke
Street and being told to make it work. There was an information vacuum for days, and people were
panicking. Cross-border residents could access New South Wales, but army and air force personnel
would be checking permits and crosschecking against licences. Toddlers needed permits too, and I
found this out the hard way on one attempt to visit relatives across the border.
Next, South Australia strengthened its border controls. Soon after that, New South Wales announced
its hard border closure, then South Australia announced theirs, and the consequences have not been
insignificant. Cancer treatments have gone unfinished. Vital surgeries have been delayed, causing pain
and loss of income. University studies have had to be deferred, throwing the lives of young people
into chaos. Communities have been torn in two. Despite residents of Murrayville wearing masks and
being COVID-tested every seven days, they were denied entry to South Australia for any purpose,
including food, fuel and medical supplies.
The local ambo was told he would have to wait three weeks for a permit to cross with sick patients.
The next nearest equivalent hospital was 220 kilometres away. Yesterday morning that ambulance
crew had to sit on the side of the Mallee Highway for half an hour with a sick four-month-old baby
and his frantic parents until someone, presumably from SA Health, gave them the green light to cross.
Murrayville was also without fuel. Three governments had at least a week’s notice to help them. We
tried desperately in increasingly heated conversations with ministers and staffers to get help on the
border, and no-one came through. In the end it was the local citizens who carried the risk and
responsibility of setting up a makeshift fuel depot. For the same town that sent CFA crews to the fires
in East Gippsland, where virtual cities were set up overnight, in Murrayville’s hour of need there was
nothing.
Against that backdrop my community is in no mood to cooperate with the government. I am not raising
these issues to be difficult. I am not doing it to play politics or to grandstand. I know there is no rule
book for managing a pandemic and that this virus is unforgiving. One decision made quickly under
pressure can have significant knock-on effects that can be difficult to foresee without the benefit of
hindsight; I understand that. But the impact of the second wave on my community deserves to be
known, and my community wants it on the historical record. It is especially important, given they do
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not have the dignity, even symbolically, of a vote in the Parliament today, because it is not safe enough
for their MP to attend, and we need a way out.
Sunday’s road map will likely contain practical steps and measures, but we also need a plan to address
the trust deficit. We need a road map for that. We know it is possible to regain trust. In August last
year the government made up for 20 years of despair when it announced the return of our base hospital
to public management. It made heroes of the Andrews government. I joked that day that the Premier
and Minister for Health were the local equivalents of Jay-Z and Beyoncé, and it was true. Governments
can make heroic comebacks. Governments can restore the faith of a fatigued and frustrated electorate,
but the original proposal for a 12-month extension did not cut it. It failed to address the trust deficit. In
my opinion the six-month compromise made in the upper house fails to address the trust deficit. I
understand that parliamentary process might seem like a distraction to the chief health officer, the
department and the ministry. I understand that it is less efficient, certainly in an administrative sense,
but in the current circumstances it is necessary. It is the only way to address the trust deficit, to improve
people’s faith in the government, to reaffirm we are all in this together, to inspire compliance, and
ultimately to make us all safer.
In my opinion fixing the trust deficit means not extending the state of emergency for any more than
three months at a time. Fixing the trust deficit means establishing a committee formed jointly from
both houses of Parliament to provide independent oversight of the government’s management of the
emergency in real time. Fixing the trust deficit means doing what is necessary to ensure rural and
regional MPs can vote remotely. In my opinion measures like these will make the job of governing
through difficult and extreme times easier, not just now but in the future. The bill as it stands, in my
opinion, represents a missed opportunity and for that reason I do not support it.
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) (12:55): I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who
is working so hard at the coalface—our first responders, nurses, ambos, everybody in our community
going through such a hard and challenging time and making those sacrifices which are so difficult. It
has been amazing to watch everyone work as one in our communities, and I know every MP in this
house would agree with that—with only a few exceptions, it seems.
This bill, amongst other things, gives the government the opportunity to do what is required to end this
crisis. It lengthens the total period for which the state of emergency may continue in force in respect
to COVID-19. That is very important. Shockingly, the other evening we came within one single vote
in the other place of having no way to legally stop someone who was a positive case of COVID-19
from going to the shops or to work or travelling outside their home and infecting other people and
putting lives at stake. I have listened to the opposition for two days now, and I still have not heard
what they actually said at the time, what they are telling us that they were reflecting on at the time and
how decisions could have been made differently. It is all in retrospect, and as we have heard,
20/20 hindsight is a wonderful thing. But it seems we have a lot of armchair experts here, and they
have not got a plan that differs from the government’s.
In fact if we were to go back through the last few months and see the plan the opposition offered, it
was in April to kill the bats. In May it was to lift all restrictions. In June it was, quote: ‘There may not
be a vaccine. Let’s learn to live with COVID-19’. If we went with that and we went with that Swedish
model, I think the stats show that Victoria would have recorded close to 100 000 cases and
12 000 deaths right now. In July it was, ‘Let’s get tough’. In August it was, ‘It’s a power grab’. And
today—cowardly, incredibly—we have actually heard an opposition MP accuse the Emergency
Management Victoria commissioner of lying. When the EMV commissioner cannot rebut this, cannot
argue the case, a member in this house has accused this person, who has performed so well in his tasks
and has got the trust through the amount of integrity he shows with Victorians—it is just quite amazing.
Now, what the opposition want, I think, is the community health or medical health equivalent of mob
justice, where you just do what everyone screaming at you wants you to do. That is not leadership.
We have got to do what the science and data tell us, and that is really hard because people disagree
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with that. Some people do not believe COVID exists, and they are entitled to that opinion, but it takes
guts to lead, and what we have seen from the opposition is under the pressure—even in opposition—
they have crumbled; they have not been making the correct decisions.
Victorians do not want to be represented by people that do not believe in evidence, and we have seen
that through the latest Roy Morgan poll. On 2 September, 87 per cent of people who attended that poll
agreed that wearing masks should be compulsory and 68 per cent said schools should not be reopened
to everyone currently. So it is reasonable to stand here today and suggest that those people, and most
Victorians, see that to keep people wearing masks, to keep our kids safe we actually need this
legislation through and these powers so we can regulate this. The Herald Sun poll was also very
interesting. The question was, ‘Do you think Premier Daniel Andrews has done a good job during the
pandemic?’. More than two-thirds of Victorians said yes. So what we really need here today is
partnership, and that is what Victorians want. They do not want us squabbling.
Sitting suspended 1.00 pm until 2.02 pm.
Business interrupted under resolution of house on 3 September 2020.
Members
MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
MINISTER FOR WATER
MINISTER FOR PREVENTION OF FAMILY VIOLENCE
MINISTER FOR MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS
MINISTER FOR PLANNING
Absence
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:02): I again inform the house that I will answer
questions today for the portfolios of the coordination of transport: COVID-19, transport infrastructure
and the Suburban Rail Loop; the coordination of environment, land, water and planning: COVID-19,
police and emergency services, and water; prevention of family violence, women and Aboriginal
affairs, multicultural affairs, community sport and youth; planning and housing.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
COVID-19
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (14:02): My question is to the Premier. Premier, farmers markets
were told on the evening of Thursday, 20 August, that they would be banned from operating that
Saturday. However, this decision was reversed the next day. What is the evidence-based health advice
that changed within 24 hours that led to this backflip?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:03): I thank the Leader of The Nationals for his
question. I will refer the matter to the chief health officer for a more detailed answer, but what I can
say is my understanding in relation to those matters is the previous weekend, the member I think will
be able to recall, there had been some unusually sunny weather. There had been some evidence that a
number of farmers markets had seen very large crowds of people that were not necessarily adhering
to the social distancing rules. A decision was made. And then I must say my understanding is following
that decision there were various representations from a number of those who are involved in the
coordination and the running of farmers markets, and they gave assurances that they would be able to
meet those standards. They essentially asked for further consideration to be given to them, and I think
they further explained some of the context to what might have appeared to be a breach of COVID-safe
rules. Essentially they re-signed up to those. On that basis the chief health officer—not me, the chief
health officer—made a different decision and advised people accordingly.
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As to the epidemiology that sits behind any individual decision, I am happy to have the chief health
officer come back to you. And I would also make the point—I kind of alluded to this point yesterday,
and I have a few times throughout the pandemic—that it is sometimes very difficult to isolate the exact
epidemiological dividend or risk profile of a given line in the very detailed orders made by the chief
health officer. There is a degree to which you need to aggregate. There is a degree to which you have
to look at a more complete picture. Beyond that, I cannot offer much more than that, but I am more than
happy to forward the matter to the chief health officer and ask him to correspond directly with you.
Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, a number of times over the journey the Premier has given
similar answers, where he has offered to do briefings or get further information that comes back to us.
That usually does not happen, so I would urge the Premier to make sure that the chief health officer
actually does respond, please. A number of times the opposition, through the pandemic, has asked for
briefings and it has taken literally weeks to get responses to those requests for briefings. In the spirit
of actually managing the pandemic in this state I would urge the Premier to be more forthcoming with
the information that has been promised.
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order, but the Premier has committed to an action.
Mr ANDREWS: As I said, Speaker, I am happy to convey the member’s question to the chief
health officer, and I will—
Mr Wells: That doesn’t mean he’s going to get back to us.
Mr ANDREWS: Well, for the benefit of the father of the house, at the same time I will apprise the
chief health officer of my clear expectation that when a matter is referred to him he gives it the attention
that it merits.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (14:06): A supplementary question to the Premier. Premier, stage 4
health advice prohibited residents driving within 5 kilometres of their homes to exercise, but this was
suddenly overturned following an outcry from Victorians. What is the evidence-based health advice
that changed within 24 hours that led to this backflip?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:06): I would simply refer the honourable member to
the answer I have just given, but beyond that I would make the point that this is not a static enemy.
Rules have from time to time changed. Governments, ministers, myself included, have been urged by
those opposite to make changes. We are always happy wherever possible to receive representations
and to pass those on to the chief health officer, one of his deputies, I might even say to the Australian
Health Protection Principal Committee, which exists at a national level. I have on occasion provided
feedback directly to the Prime Minister himself and indeed, not recently I might say but a little while
ago, to the federal Treasurer. Lots of different feedback is provided. Lots of different representations
are made. I would not think that it was appropriate to act in any other way. But in terms of the specifics
in relation to the use of a car, I will forward that on to the chief health officer.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:07): I rise to update the house on the fact that we have
had some 19 415 confirmed cases in total since this pandemic began. That is 81 new cases today.
These numbers are trending in the right direction. The strategy is working, and that is a testament to
every single Victorian and the vast majority, and a growing number, of Victorians who are doing the
right thing. They are making amazing sacrifices, sacrifices that are central to this strategy of working
to drive down in the first instance movement and then as a direct consequence of that to drive down
case numbers.
On Sunday we will have more to say about a road map out of these restrictions, a road map towards a
COVID normal. It needs to be a COVID normal that can be defended against this virus. Opening up
too much too soon will mean we have literally 5 minutes of sunshine—at most a few weeks open—
without these restrictions having to be reimposed. That is intolerable, and what that says to all
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Victorians is that we are prepared to make easy choices this Sunday instead of staying the course,
seeing this thing off and making sure that everything that Victorians have given means something,
counts for something. Whilst popular in some quarters, and no doubt there will be lots of urging for
us to open everything at the one time, that would not be responsible, it would not be safe, it would not
be steady and it would not be lasting.
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: All the shouting in the world will not defeat this virus.
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: All the shouting in the world will not defeat this virus. Only the work of
thousands of people and a resolve to stay the course and make sure that the sacrifices of Victorians
count for something—that is how we will see this second wave off.
COVID-19
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (14:09): My question is to the Premier.
Emma is a 30-year-old woman who has had her scheduled stage 2 surgery for precancerous cervical
cells delayed indefinitely because this is considered to be elective surgery. Emma is extremely stressed
because of the delays, and she is very worried about her health. Premier, will you tell Emma, for her
peace of mind, when will she be able to have her surgery?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:10): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his
question. The individual he cites, her circumstances—I am more than happy if the Leader of the
Opposition provides me with the details of that particular person. I am more than happy to have that
forwarded to the relevant health service. Classifications are not done by politicians. Classifications as
to surgical urgency are made by those who are clinically trained, and that is appropriate. I do not think
any of us would want a situation that was any different to that.
In terms of being able to provide a certain time line, I am not able to provide a certain time line, and I
do not think there would be much to be gained in terms of peace of mind and the understandable
concern of any patient who wants and was scheduled for care and has been told they need that care. It
is a stressful and difficult thing to have that care postponed.
However, category 1 surgeries continue. The most urgent category 2 surgeries—not determined by
me but determined by surgeons and others—are being processed. We know this pandemic has had
very significant impacts upon the provision of health care. Difficult judgements have to be made, but
it is quite often the case that if a patient’s condition deteriorates, if circumstances in the notional delay
change, there are reappraisals and re-evaluations of the clinical need of that patient—and patients quite
often can have their status changed. A person may move from category 3 to category 2 or the back
end of category 2 into the more urgent, almost category 1A.
People are under constant evaluation, but for the avoidance of any doubt and for as much certainty as
can be provided to Emma and any other constituent—any other individual the Leader of the
Opposition wants to forward to me—if you provide those details, I will pass that on. I will have the
relevant hospital make sure that these arrangements are as safe as they possibly can be. Emma and
many, many other Victorians, through no fault of their own and through the impacts of a global
pandemic, have had to have—for their safety and the safety of staff—their surgery postponed.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (14:12): I am very pleased the Premier
notes that these matters should be determined—
Mr Pearson interjected.
Mr M O’BRIEN: I am sorry, apparently women who cannot get surgery is a matter of great
humour to the minister—great humour. Very funny, member for Essendon!
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The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition has the call.
Mr M O’BRIEN: I am pleased the Premier notes that categorisation should be determined by
surgeons, not by politicians, because Lauren is a 32-year-old, she can barely walk, she is in constant pain
due to hip dysplasia. She needs surgery so she can keep working as a healthcare professional. Her surgeon
has characterised her as urgent, but she is unable to secure any date for her surgery. Premier, how long
does a young healthcare professional like Lauren have to wait until her surgery can be carried out?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:13): Firstly, can I say to Lauren, as a health
professional you have the gratitude and the praise of every single Victorian. We thank you for the
work that you do. The fact that you are in need of care from the very service that you work in—I am
not sure whether Lauren is a public service health professional or works in the private sector; it does
not matter. We are working as one system these days, and I think we are better off for it.
Ultimately, with the classification of patients—and I am not criticising the Leader of the Opposition
for asking the question in any way, but he should not have needed me to confirm this for him; it has
been longstanding practice, and it has to be the absolute practice—those decisions are made by treating
clinicians. That is appropriate. I am happy to follow up on the issues, but that is appropriate.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, I made very clear in my question that Lauren’s
surgeon has categorised her as urgent. Nonetheless, she is unable to secure a date for her surgery, so
my question to the Premier is: how long does she have to wait?
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier is being relevant to the question.
Mr ANDREWS: On the issue of Lauren’s categorisation, if you provide the details, I am more
than happy to follow that up. ‘Urgent’ might mean category 1 or it might not. It might mean category 2
or not. I am happy to follow it up if you provide the details to me.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education
and Training: COVID-19) (14:14): I rise to update the house on how the Andrews government is
supporting Victorian students’ mental health and wellbeing. The Andrews government has already
made critical investments like the mental health practitioners and doctors in secondary schools
programs and our partnership with Headspace. There is also the Navigator program, which helps
chronically disengaged secondary students, and the Lookout program for students in out-of-home care.
These programs are making an important difference to the lives of students, and this will only increase
with COVID-19. That is why we have responded with an additional $28.5 million investment in these
programs to ensure that there is support for students now and into the future. This includes
$9.96 million to expand the mental health practitioners program to include 85 specialist schools with
secondary school-age students; $3.5 million to continue and expand the mental health in primary
schools pilot, a very innovative pilot, and we are going to go from 10 to 25 schools participating;
$6.9 million for up to 2040 additional at-risk young people to receive case management and
connection to mental health supports—that is a 33 per cent increase in expansion of capacity; and
$5.35 million to add extra learning advisers to each of our four Lookout centres, with eight specialist
practitioners to be deployed across the state to actively reach out to vulnerable students and support
key community sector partners. We are also going to expand the Headspace mental health training
program for staff, and that is more than 1500 additional teachers receiving that training.
These investments will save and improve lives. I know that students are doing it tough right now. My
promise to them is that we will continue to do everything that we can to support the mental health of
our students and their wellbeing both during and after the pandemic.
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COVID-19
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (14:16): My question is to the Premier.
Premier, the hotel quarantine inquiry has heard evidence from a Parks Victoria ranger who was
seconded to work in hotel quarantine. He was provided with no training in infection control, he was
provided with no training in the proper use of personal protective equipment, but he was required to
undertake training in equity and diversity. Premier, when it comes to hotel quarantine, why wasn’t the
government’s priority training for infection control and PPE, training that would have saved lives?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:17): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his
question. I would not accept the characterisation that the Leader of the Opposition has put forward,
but regardless of that—
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr ANDREWS: It is neither for the Leader of the Opposition nor for any of those sitting opposite,
nor indeed for anyone on this side of the house, to establish the facts of exactly what has gone on here.
That is why an inquiry chaired by a very well qualified former judge with adequate terms of reference
and an adequate budget has been established, and I do not intend to cut across that process. It is set up
to get us the answers that we are entitled to. There have been mistakes made here. There has been
unacceptable conduct here. There has been unacceptable performance. The detail and nature of that is
rightly the work that Judge Coate and counsel assisting are engaged in, and I will not be straying across
that important work.
Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, the Premier is effectively accusing this Parks Victoria
ranger of perjury, of actually lying under oath before the Coate inquiry.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! What is the point of order?
Mr Walsh: Speaker, fair is fair. This man gave evidence under oath and he deserves the respect of
that oath.
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. The Premier has concluded his answer.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (14:19): In 2018 the Premier committed
to a review of the private security industry following union concerns of sham contracting, failure to
properly pay employees, lack of training, failure of probity and concerns about infiltration by
organised crime. Premier, why did you entrust the lives of Victorians to an industry that you knew had
these massive failures?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:19): The announcements made in the conduct of the
election campaign and the full delivery of those—all of them, each and every one of them—are very
much the practice of this government for every day that it has had the great honour of being the
government of this state. In terms of arrangements—contracting, subcontracting and the adequacy or
otherwise of those—they are rightly the work and the province of a duly established, under Victorian
law, inquiry chaired by a former judge. She will report in due course and we will comment then.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, this goes to the decision that was made by the
Premier—the policy decision made by the Premier and the Premier’s government—to use private
security guards for hotel quarantine, when he knew the industry was riddled with problems. That is
not a decision that requires the examination of the Coate inquiry. That is a policy decision that the
Premier made and which he is accountable for in this chamber, and I ask you to bring him back to
answer the question.
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The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier is being relevant to the question and has concluded his
answer.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety, Minister for the
Coordination of Justice and Community Safety: COVID-19) (14:20): I rise to update the house on the
very important work that WorkSafe has been doing, along with employees and employers, as they rise
to the challenges of corona in workplaces. We know that the restrictions have had a really significant
impact, an important impact, around restricting the transmission of corona, but for many employers
and for many employees it has meant having to find new ways of working and new ways of working
safely. And I do want to acknowledge and thank all of the work of WorkSafe inspectors that have been
working with employers and employees to that end.
It is very, very important that employees and employers work under the new guidelines. We have of
course issued a new regulation that requires employers to notify the moment they become aware of a
corona case in their workplace. We have also had the chief health officer issue a direction that is
relevant to this, and that is to require employees to also notify their employer in the event that they
have a diagnosis that they have corona as well.
In July we put in place a whole range of blitzes, and I am delighted to advise the house that there have
been over 11 579 visits and inquiries, that there have been over 227 compliance notices specific to
corona issued, and alongside those activities workers and employers can contact WorkSafe if they
have got any questions. There have been over 5000 calls in recent days.
We have got to make sure that we are supporting employers in terms of changing the workplace
practices. We have got to bring employees along. There is a very important role for health and safety
reps as well. We want people to feel empowered, to be able to respond to those risks, and certainly I
would say, whilst there is always a couple of challenging behaviours, ultimately people are doing the
right thing.
COVID-19
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (14:22): My question is again to the
Premier. Premier, within 24 hours of hotel quarantine commencing operation, a senior official at the
Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions emailed the Department of Health and Human Services
and Emergency Management Victoria requesting a 24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week police presence
at quarantine hotels. In April the Australian Medical Association of Victoria wrote to DHHS, alerting
them to failures with hotel quarantine. Also in April a police commander contacted DHHS, warning
of police concerns with security guards on hotel quarantine sites. Premier, why did your government
choose to ignore these multiple warnings, leading to the deaths of hundreds of Victorians?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:23): In terms of what communication was had, what
warnings were offered, what opinions were offered, what processes were followed, what contractual
arrangements were followed, and the adequacy or otherwise of each and every one of those, those
matters are being determined as in fact and in consequence by Judge Coate, and she will produce a
report—
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: Those opposite may think it appropriate to sit in judgement upon themselves.
That is not appropriate. It is an ongoing process, and I will not cut across it.
Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, former judge Coate is on the public record saying that
there is nothing in her inquiry that stops the Premier or any of the ministers responsible out of the
COVID Eight in actually answering questions. So I would ask you to ask the Premier to actually come
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back to answering the question, instead of hiding behind the facade of the fact that he cannot comment
on these issues.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier is being relevant to the question that has been asked.
Mr ANDREWS: For the benefit of the honourable member who takes a point of order, I am not
indicating that I am prevented from commenting. I just think it is completely inappropriate. When you
have tasked someone—
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! A serious question has been asked. The Premier is giving an answer. I
would ask members to be quiet so I can hear the answer.
Mr ANDREWS: It is a very serious question and I am trying to answer it as fulsomely as I can.
When you have tasked somebody under an act of this Parliament, provided to her terms of reference
and an extensive budget, then it is appropriate to allow her to go and search for those answers and that
clarity and then make recommendations and findings without fear or favour. That is the position of the
government, and we will not be interfering in that process and we will not be attempting to replicate
that process.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, this is the chamber in which the executive is required
to be held accountable. This is the chamber where questions should be asked and answered by the
executive for the benefit of the legislature and the people of Victoria. Former judge Jennifer Coate has
made clear that there is nothing in her inquiry which prevents the Premier from answering the question
I have asked today. If the Premier is saying he refuses to answer it because he does not want to be held
accountable to this chamber, then that is a reflection on him and his contempt for Victorians.
The SPEAKER: Order! That is not a point of order.
Mr Riordan: On a point of order, Speaker, I seek clarification also. Listening to that answer, the
Premier seems to have had his own diagnosis of what is—
The SPEAKER: Your point of order is?
Mr Riordan: My point of order is I am seeking clarification from you, Speaker, on the new ruling
in this place that the Premier can actually determine that he does not need to answer the question, and
I seek clarification—
The SPEAKER: Order! I am happy to rule on the point of order—
Mr Riordan: Speaker, my point of order is: are you now ruling that it is okay for a premier to selfdetermine whether he can or cannot answer a question?
The SPEAKER: Order! The member will resume his seat. I have ruled. The Premier is being
relevant to the question that has been asked.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (14:26): Premier, it has now been three
weeks since you appeared at the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee. Can you now please tell
Victorians which minister was responsible for the decision to use private security guards to enforce
hotel quarantine instead of using the ADF or Victoria Police? Was it Minister Mikakos, the Minister
for Industry Support and Recovery, the Minister for Water, or was it you?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:27): The implementation of decisions as to the
operation of hotel quarantine was very much a matter for the emergency management commissioner,
ADF, Victoria Police and senior departmental officials from multiple departments and multiple
agencies. The decision was made by a committee of cabinet. That has not been in question. That has
not been in doubt.
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In terms of the way the Leader of the Opposition has constructed that one arrangement was put in
place instead of other arrangements, he is presupposing that other arrangements were necessarily fit
for purpose, available, were there as an active option and an active choice, and to that end I would
refer him to Emergency Management Commissioner Crisp’s detailed statement.
Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, the question from the Leader of the Opposition was very
simple to the Premier as to which minister—was it Minister Mikakos, was it the Minister for Industry
Support and Recovery, was it the Minister for Water or was it the Premier himself—actually made
this decision? It is a fundamental tenet of the executive government being accountable to the people
of Victoria that the Premier owes respect to the people of Victoria to actually give an answer to that
question rather than continue to be evasive.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier responded to the question in his answer.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: RENEWABLE ENERGY
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (14:28): I rise to update the house on the key role that renewable energy will play in
our COVID recovery. This week we commenced a market sounding to bring online at least
600 megawatts of new-build clean energy in our state. That is enough to power about
390 000 households. The project will create much-needed jobs right across Victoria in construction,
supply chain and ongoing operations, and it will reinforce Victoria’s position as the renewable energy
jobs capital of the country. It will also make a major contribution to our recovery from COVID, bringing
millions of dollars into regional communities and unlocking renewable energy zones across Victoria.
Effectively the regions have been the big winners when it comes to our major projects in renewable
energy. We will use this energy to run our trains, our schools, our hospitals, powering the government
on 100 per cent renewable energy and showing the leadership that Victorians expect of us.
We are also inviting businesses and industry to participate in the tender. Certainly that will be a matter
for them, but the invitation is there, and the idea is to give larger energy users the chance to benefit
even further from clean, affordable energy. We will make sure that the benefits will stay right here in
Victoria through strong content requirements and schemes that maximise benefits for local
communities. By the end of the year we will have achieved in excess of 25 per cent of our energy
supply coming from renewables. That is more than double the amount that we inherited at the end of
2014. We are working really hard to ensure that we deliver a 21st-century energy grid, one that will
deliver clean, affordable energy to all Victorians whilst also creating thousands of jobs, which has
become even more important due to the challenges of this global pandemic.
COVID-19
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (14:31): My question is to the Premier.
Premier, as of today 631 people have died in Victoria because of the COVID-19 second wave, a
second wave caused by your government’s failure on hotel quarantine. Will you apologise to all of
those families who have lost loved ones because of your government’s failure on hotel quarantine?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:31): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his
question. Each day when I attend a daily briefing and tragically have to report that further Victorians
have passed away in the day or days before those announcements, that is a heartbreaking duty to have
to perform. I will take this opportunity on behalf of all Victorians to send my sympathies and my
condolences to each and every family who has lost a loved one as a result of this global pandemic. Of
course I am not only sorry that mistakes have been made during the course of the pandemic, but I am
absolutely motivated to defeat this second wave, to protect both lives and livelihoods. And we will not
be deterred from doing this as safely and steadily as possible so that it can be lasting and so that the
many, many sacrifices that have been made by Victorians across our state count for something, count
for a long-term COVID normal that can be defended, can last, can be locked in and can fill 2021 until
we receive a vaccine against this wildly infectious and wicked enemy.
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Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (14:32): Fairfax journalist Peter Hartcher
said on 28 August, and I quote:
Everyone is sorry. No one is responsible. Ministers preside over catastrophic failure, illness and mass death.
And keep their jobs. And their powers. And their privileges. It doesn’t matter how glaring the failures of their
departments, how many people die as a result. The dead go to their graves. The ministers go back to their jobs.

Premier, you and your government are responsible for this horrific loss of life. Will you do the
honourable thing and resign?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:33): We have got a very big task ahead of us, and I am
not one to shirk the responsibilities that I have been given, the greatest honour of my life, to lead the
greatest state in this nation. There is a massive job of work to be done to see off this second wave, and
whilst the Leader of the Opposition might think that that is an appropriate question to ask—fair
enough, that is a matter for him—what is appropriate, what is not negotiable, is that we see this
through. I will be there to see this through, and the politics of those opposite will not deter me from
that task.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: WE VOLUNTEER
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers) (14:34): I rise to update the house on Victoria’s new online platform to support
volunteering that we call We Volunteer. Due to the pandemic we know many community
organisations and charities are doing the vital work to support our vulnerable members in the
community. Whether it is dropping off food, teaching people how to video-call a loved one or making
outreach calls to people who are isolated, these are simple, meaningful and practical contributions, but
we need the foot soldiers to do the work. We know there is an army of Victorians who are ready and
willing to serve; they just do not necessarily know how to. I have had people approach me directly,
whether it be my next-door neighbour or my sister, saying, ‘What can I do in these difficult times?’.
So we are very much out there doing a bit of matchmaking. In partnership with Volunteering Victoria
the Andrews government has created a new portal to match volunteers to the roles where their skills
are best suited. I was delighted to launch last week with the Premier—on the weekend—We
Volunteer, and we have had over 630 registrations to date. It is no surprise that so many marvellous
Victorians are putting their hand up.
But we are also making sure that volunteering can be done safely, in keeping with the restrictions of
the present health advice. While many roles can be done at home, some cannot, so we are funding
12 volunteer organisations to ensure they design COVID-safe roles and provide the best induction,
training and management for the volunteers. And we are also fast-tracking the checks process through
our new credentialing system, MyPass. Volunteers can quickly and easily upload or apply for their
police check or working with children form on this digital volunteering platform. Community
organisations are invited to sign up so they can call out for people they need. It is a free service, and
you will find it at wevolunteer.org.au. We have already had five organisations sign up. That also comes
on top of our $2 million boost to CASI, the Community Activation and Social Isolation initiative we
launched earlier this year.
Bills
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (STATE OF EMERGENCY
EXTENSION AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2020
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) (14:37): As I was saying, partnership is what our community need
in this democracy. We do not need the opposition grandstanding, the rumours about leadership spills,
the anger and the crumbling under pressure. The real leadership here is working off a strong base of
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evidence and science, saying no to the mob and actually believing that science and basing decisions
off that. Whilst the Andrews Labor government have not moved from that focus of making decisions
based on that science and daily data, the opposition are still opposing Australian and international
medical advice, which is really sad.
But we have seen how people, and especially conservative governments, who do that end up, and the
US is a great example of that. Tragically we have seen the US not follow medical advice, and as of
today there are around 186 000 people dead—almost 1000 people a day dying in the US. So in the
face of those absolutely terrible statistics, why would you not vote for something that does the opposite
and protects your community and gets us through this as fast as possible?
There is nothing sinister about this legislation. Other states are actually in a state of disaster right now
as well. The only difference is that those states do not have to go through the legislative process to renew
these simple but life-saving powers like those for wearing masks, socially distancing and quarantining
people who are COVID positive—and yet we here in Victoria are democratically doing that. So to those
who oppose this legislation, and we have heard that many do, I ask you this: you know this piece of
legislation before us will save lives—there is no doubt about that—whether it be 100, 1000 or more,
but if you are opposed to this legislation granting us the simple powers to protect our community, how
many infections is an acceptable number? How long would we be in stage 4, how many businesses
would close down through death by a thousand cuts, how many deaths would be allowable in your
survival race of the fittest before finally and belatedly you look up and say, ‘We have to legislate to
protect our community continually’?
Amazingly, as of today the state opposition are the only opposition in the country actually voting
against social distancing, wearing masks and quarantine. And that puts them in the same corner with
some very unique demographics, others that do not want social distancing or the wearing of masks—
5G conspiracists, anti-vaxxers and people that do not even believe COVID-19 exists. History will
show that while the opposition did not have a plan and made themselves irrelevant to the public by
politicising everything, obsessing about bats and winning Twitter, confusing themselves and
confusing the public and misleading the public indeed—and endangering lives in the process, I might
add—this government held the line, had a plan which reflected the changing and rapidly changing
nature of this crisis and stuck to the data. And it is working—just look at the case numbers today.
History will show that this government prevented a huge—a huge!—loss of life in a challenge like no
other in our history, one that we have not confronted before. History will show through modelling that
the actions of this government, like passing this piece of legislation now, will have saved many
Victorian lives, saved years of despair, while the opposition, again, were obsessed about bats, Twitter
and who was going to lead their party.
I would like to finish by commending this bill, but before I do I would like to conclude my remarks
by thanking everyone in the Victorian community who is on board with getting through this major,
major challenge. I want to thank everyone doing it tough and sacrificing their sense of normality. To
the people who have lost people I give my most heartfelt sympathy. It is a hugely challenging time,
and everyone in this house knows that. But I would also like to thank our essential workers, from the
cleaners and cooks to the police and emergency workers as well. I actually do not know how to voice
it. What they do to keep us safe is simply superhuman, and in talking to my former colleagues—
ambos, fireys and police—I have no idea where they draw the strength from to keep going at times,
but I can tell you it is certainly not from watching question time, it is certainly not from hearing people
in the opposition speak like the fight is over and we have lost it.
Like every crisis, whether it be floods, whether it be fires, whether it be a pandemic, it is together that
we fight these crises—it is together. And although we do not bring it upon ourselves, although we do
not ask for these challenges, Victoria has a great history of pulling together and getting through these
crises, and we will get through this one together. History will show, though, that there were some very
small voices that nattered away, and they are not what we should be listening to now. The people that
do not think this legislation is necessary need to pull their heads out of the proverbial, have a look at
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the data, have a look at the science, have a look at what is happening internationally and get on board
with a solution to a very, very complex problem. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety, Minister for the
Coordination of Justice and Community Safety: COVID-19) (14:42): I am really delighted to rise and
to make a contribution on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency
Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020. I know that this is a bill that has incited great debate and great
passion right across this Parliament and more generally in the community, and I suppose I wanted to
commence my contribution by acknowledging the great interest that many have held in this particular
piece of legislation. I also wanted to acknowledge the very challenging work that the Minister for
Health in the other place, Minister Mikakos, does on a daily, hourly and minutely—if such a word
exists—basis, because as a former Minister for Health I certainly have a very deep appreciation of the
great demands and the personal obligation one feels when one is confronting even predictable public
health crises. To find ourselves globally and in this country and in this state immersed in a global
pandemic and to have to respond to that, I know that she brings the greatest of motivation, I know she
brings the biggest of hearts and compassion to the challenges that all Victorians are facing and I know
that she brings a very, very disciplined mind to the sorts of interventions that are required in order to
ensure that we are able to not just survive this pandemic but in fact ultimately live through it and defeat
it until we get to that point where we get a magical vaccine.
And those of us that have had the great luck of being born into a time when we have things like running
water and vaccines against most diseases have found ourselves in a set of circumstances that really
were beyond prediction and beyond contemplation. I think that one of the great lessons, I suppose, of
our generation is the absolute importance of investment in and support for health care, for scientific
and medical research, and ensuring that we use every tough lesson that we are learning right across
the world in order to do our fair share of generational lifting. In the same way as those that confronted
influenza, those that confronted malaria, those that confronted all of these other diseases that are now
preventable, this is our generational challenge. I also feel incredibly lucky to be in a country where our
education and health systems are on a really fantastic footing in order to rise to those challenges.
Of course the regulatory model that we have around public health and wellbeing in this state was
written at a time when we had not contemplated anything that is as challenging as corona. The purpose
of today’s bill of course is to attempt to make sure that we are giving the public health team, the chief
health officer and those that are working on this incredibly challenging pandemic, some of the powers
that they actually need to do their job. I absolutely understand why people rail against powers of the
state. We have always—constantly—got to make sure that we are prepared to have the debate and the
argument whenever we are giving a state whatever description of additional powers. I have got
absolutely no problem with that.
Where I suppose I come to a difference with those that have opposed this bill is when they have
essentially said that the state should not have powers to intervene and that that is an overreach on the
part of government. I want to assure people that it is not an overreach of government to give the chief
health officer of this state the ability to be able to make calls and legally enforceable directions. It is
not an overreach of the state to say that we have actually got to make sure that we can respond to the
challenges of how it is we protect people from the unthinkable level of infectiousness that this disease
has. It is not an overreach of the state to ensure that we are able to both treat and support those that are
COVID positive and to protect those that are not, and it is not an overreach of the state to say, as the
Minister for Health has made very clear in respect of this bill, that she will come back and report to
the Parliament at six-monthly intervals to ensure that those who make the argument that we need to
ensure that these powers are the subject of scrutiny—well, that is in this bill.
So there is no, in my view, rational basis upon which you could object to this piece of legislation. It
was amended at a time when we did not contemplate being in circumstances where a global pandemic
might mean that you need state-of-emergency powers for longer than the previous legislation has
allowed, but this is a fact. This is where we are, and to say that we should walk off some form of

BILLS
2172

Legislative Assembly

Friday, 4 September 2020

regulatory cliff on the basis that this is a fun thing to kick the politics about, in my view, is not only
irresponsible; it is unsafe and it is an insult to the incredible dedication of those—we often talk about
the wonderful people in the health sector, but everyone, including the public servants, as I mentioned
in my ministers statement at question time; WorkSafe staff, all of those people; Victoria Police; kids
at home that have not had the opportunities to mark all of the wonderful landmark occasions. Every
sacrifice that everyone is making along the way is because we want to be able to defeat this.
Until we get a vaccine we are going to have to rely upon the powers and the responses from the chief
health officer. We are going to have to make sure that we are able to protect people from the
infectiousness, and we have got to make sure that we do so in a way that supports our ability to rise to
the challenges of trying to minimise ongoing unknown community transmission, which is a great
challenge.
In the short period of time that I have left I also want to acknowledge and express my gratitude for the
importance of universal health care in this country. As the member for Frankston very eloquently
outlined in his contribution before, the fact that we live in a country where there is universal health
care, where you can go to an emergency department and people will take your temperature before they
take your credit levels is, I think, something that we in Australia and particularly in Victoria, where
we have such a fabulous health system, should be extraordinarily proud of.
When we look to the Northern Hemisphere, there are many wonderful things about the United States
of America, but one of them is not something that I admire, and that is their failure to actually provide
health care to people irrespective of their income. The fact is that there are 28 million people in the
United States of America who do not have medical insurance. So for them, things like getting access
to corona testing, they are not necessarily capable financially of doing it, and getting the right sorts of
treatment, they are not capable financially of doing it, so we see this horror unfolding in the Northern
Hemisphere, and part of that is about an economic insecurity and a lack of access.
In Australia and Victoria the fact that you can get corona testing, the fact that you can get access to
acute care, the fact that you can go into some of the best intensive care units in the world and have
world-class treatment, is something very, very precious. Whilst we all feel the challenges and the
consequences of the limitations that corona has delivered, we should never use that as an excuse not
to notice and not to commit to what we have actually got in place, and that is a world-class health
system that protects, supports and cares for people, no matter where they come from, no matter how
much they earn, no matter the colour of their skin, no matter their gender—all of those things are
deemed irrelevant when it comes to quality care and making sure that we support people. I am certainly
reminded during this period of how important it is for us to continue to support that and to fight against
any egregious attacks on our healthcare system and on our healthcare workers.
In the era of corona, I noted the sound today during question time as people were making the Kabuki
theatre-esque comments that go on. They sounded a little bit like the Muppets. We are all a bit lo-fi
sounding in the course of this debate.
One of the final things I want to do is to continue to encourage our public to have their say, but to have
it respectfully. To the extent that I have been alarmed during any of these debates, it has been at some
of the commentary and abuse that have been levelled at all people of different views. I hope that we
can have civilised debates about these things and continue to keep focused on the real enemy—and
that is corona.
Following speeches incorporated in accordance with resolution of house of 3 September:
Mr CHEESEMAN (South Barwon)
It is with pleasure that I rise to speak on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency
Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020.
It has been encouraging to see in the past week the coronavirus infection numbers begin to stabilise in
Victoria, particularly in regional Victoria, which I am very happy to see. We can only hope that the trend
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continues and Victorians continue to do the right thing by getting tested and following the restrictions. Despite
this, we are not out of the woods yet. There continues, and will continue to be for some time, a need to
implement public health measures to slow the spread of COVID‐19 in Victoria.
In Victoria, some of the key public health measures required to manage COVID‐19 are only available when
a ‘state of emergency’ has been declared under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008.
In particular, the use of emergency powers to implement the stages 3 and 4 lockdowns and the returned
traveller mandatory quarantine program require a state of emergency to be in place.
A state of emergency across Victoria in response to COVID‐19 was first declared on 16 March 2020 for a
period of four weeks and has now been extended a number of times. Under the Public Health and Wellbeing
Act, a state of emergency can only extend for a total period of six months. This means that the current state
of emergency in response to COVID‐19 cannot be extended beyond 16 September 2020. This is unlike every
other state or territory, which can extend their state of emergency indefinitely, as they are currently doing.
Liberal New South Wales, for example, currently has a state of emergency in place and will continue to have
one for the foreseeable future—I am sure for as long as they need it in place.
In summary the proposed bill will:
•

lengthen the total period for which a state-of-emergency declaration, in respect of the COVID-19
pandemic, may continue in force, from six months to 12 months;

•

alter the circumstances in which the chief health officer may authorise authorised officers to
exercise certain powers;

•

clarify that it is beyond doubt that the chief health officer can issue public health directions during
a state of emergency;

•

clarify the application of the definition of ‘serious risk to public health’, which will provide for
flexibility in the making of public health directions when there are few or no cases of COVID-19
in the community; and

•

enhance reporting and accountability requirements to the Victorian Parliament when a state-ofemergency declaration in respect of COVID-19 is extended beyond six months.

The state of emergency under this legislation is extended on a monthly basis by the health minister, following
advice from the chief health officer, and in consultation with the emergency management minister and the
emergency management commissioner.
This practice will continue.
Each extension of the state of emergency is based on the most up-to-date health advice from the chief health
officer. This evidence-based process should be retained and should not be undermined.
These are important decisions and the health advice, not politics, should be at the heart of every decision that
is made in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic.
When an extension of a state of emergency occurs, the minister tables a report in Parliament on the extension,
including a summary of the advice from the chief health officer that the minister relied upon to make the
extension.
This bill now provides that this advice will be tabled in full and enables this report to be tabled out of session.
This means that the advice will be provided to this Parliament contemporaneously.
The state of emergency provides the legal framework for the government’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic, underpinning the directions made by the chief health officer.
Even if we have very few or no cases, we will need to retain a baseline of legal directions to keep the
community safe, such as requiring positive cases to isolate at home.
Should an extension not be granted, Victoria would have limited ability to respond to emerging outbreaks,
almost certainly resulting in another wave of escalating case numbers within our community, putting
Victorians lives and livelihood at risks.
Our state would be left vulnerable and our government would be ill equipped to manage the situation as soon
as the date that the state of emergency expires.
The Premier announced this week that the Victorian government will release its reopening road map this
Sunday, 6 September, to provide certainty and clarity to communities and businesses. This road map is
underpinned by the state of emergency and the ability to continue to respond to emerging outbreaks.
I will again note that this high level of transparency, accountability and access is not enjoyed by the opposition
parties in other states and territories. Voting against this bill is nothing less than a threat to the health and
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safety of Victorians. Those opposite are working hand in hand with coronavirus to help its spread and
coronavirus thanks them.
Contact tracing
•

Contact tracing is a central piece of the state’s response to COVID-19. It is by identifying close contacts
of persons with COVID-19 that we can quarantine them and stop transmission of the virus.

•

The Victorian government has rapidly invested in the public health response with more than
$287 million in funding towards scaling up the contact-tracing team and investing in regional public
health teams, outbreak squads, rapid-response testing teams, communications and testing.

•

At the start of the year there were 57 people working in the public health team. Part of our investment
was dedicated to scaling up this team, and we now have more than 2600 people working in our contacttracing team.

•

In addition to direct public health response roles, an estimated 3200 departmental staff are providing a
range of support functions to the COVID-19 response efforts, including onboarding and training as well
as administrative and policy, corporate, technology and planning support.

•

It is by identifying close contacts of persons with COVID-19 that we can quarantine them and stop
transmission of the virus.

•

We have bolstered our efforts to contact people quickly.

•

This team includes our disease detections data entry personnel, epidemiologists, call centre staff and
more.

•

We have reached out for support from other departments’ authorised officers, the ADF, private and
public sector workers and more.

•

I’d also note the recent addition of three new deputy chief health officers, who have helped share the
load of this marathon.

•

All these people help ensure that the department contacts confirmed cases and their close contacts
through phone calls, text messages, phone applications and email. The aim is to interview new cases
within 24 hours of notification and new contacts within 48 hours.

Testing
•

Victorian pathology services, together with the support of interstate laboratories, have collectively
completed more than 2.2 million tests since 1 January 2020.

•

As a result, Victoria has one of the highest per capita testing rates in the entire world—an achievement
we should be proud of.

•

The Victorian government has been working with our public and private laboratories to enable them to
undertake and increase their capacity to undertake COVID testing.

•

From only one lab that could undertake COVID testing, now 16 Victorian laboratories can provide
COVID-19 testing in Victoria. This includes three reference laboratories, 10 public laboratories and
three private pathology providers.

•

All laboratories have had to build new testing capacity to manage coronavirus (COVID-19) testing.

•

This has been supported by the Victorian government through funding for the purchase of new scientific
instruments, new consumables and the recruitment of new staff.

•

In addition the Victorian government has provided a $20 million investment to the Victorian public
health laboratories based at the Doherty Institute for this financial year (2020–21) to increase testing
capacity for Victoria and assess emerging technologies for testing.

•

These investments have enabled our hard-working lab technicians and medical scientists to be able to
process on average more than 18 000 tests per day.

•

As a result the majority of test results in Victoria continue to be provided by laboratories within 24–
48 hours, which includes labs servicing regional areas.

•

In fact the average turnaround time for lab test results is now less than one day, providing Victorians the
certainty without the unnecessary wait.

•

To ensure that testing times are maintained at acceptable levels, both public and private laboratories have
partnered with interstate laboratories to assist. The effect has seen the testing capacity increase to over
25 000 tests per day and has seen lab turnaround times maintained.
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This means Victoria’s testing capacity is able to cater for increases in testing, such as the various testing
blitzes that are so crucial in our response to the virus, without leading to unreasonable delays.

While the Victorian government is working to stop the spread, the opposition is being obstructionist and
standing in the way of necessary health decisions. When the next state election comes around, Victorians will
remember the strong leadership of the Premier, and they will remember how those opposite voted in support
of the virus and voted against necessary health measures. That is shameful.
I commend the bill to the house.

Mr TILLEY (Benambra)
Why are we here today discussing these extreme powers?
Why is this government ramming through these laws that will allow it to extend this state of emergency?
Why are we being asked to give this government the green light to run amok, without any scrutiny—
preventing the recall of Parliament for another six months?
It’s because this government has frittered away the previous six months through its own bungling of
quarantine hotels that has put not just this state but the nation under threat.
This is a government that has delivered the single biggest stuff-up of public policy, so monumental that it will
forever mark this dark chapter of our history, a government so beholden to spin that they made a video of
how clever they were, as Uber drivers and bouncers with no training and even less supervision were given
jobs via WhatsApp and Gumtree under the guise of protecting our community, a government so enslaved to
political correctness that it trained these would-be security guards in inclusion but not the job, a government
that paid exorbitant hourly rates to Labor-friendly companies to get people on less than a third of that cash a
job but not the protective gear that would protect them from becoming COVID-19 carriers.
Those public servants coerced into that social media show reel of hubris will be publicly shamed for the rest
of their lives. Frankly for the people forced to quit work to home school, for the businesses that will never
reopen, for the ski fields that never saw a skier, for the gyms that are closed, for the families robbed of loved
ones because of this outbreak and for others who couldn’t face the grim reality of continuing—it was
sickening.
Put simply, it didn’t pass the pub test. Put simply, it closed the pubs. It closed businesses, schools and borders.
It closed a state and sucked a nation down a sinkhole and into recession.
And so you say, ‘Trust us. We know what’s best. More power is what we need’—unheard of, unprecedented
power. ‘The best medical advice we have tells us this’, you say as an exclamation of undisputed fact.
Well, you put on the table one expert and I’ll trump that with the 26 highly respected specialists and medicos
who wrote to you this week saying they didn’t agree with your chief health officer—people of immense
standing who have nothing to gain, no skin in this game, who use facts, figures and science to show that the
measures you crave, the tools you are using are crude, cruel and not commensurate with the threat.
As tragic as this death toll is, this disease really does discriminate. It picks off the frail and elderly in a
disproportionate way that no amount of scaremongering or spin-doctored phrases can hide, that no real doctor
can be fooled by.
The ideological bastardisation of fact has been turned into an art form by this Victorian Labor government. It
has created a legacy of distrust through its selective hearing and sanctimonious platitudes that deride any other
point of view as heresy.
Today we are talking about a pandemic, but I could just as easily point to the soy latte-sipping, innerMelbourne environmentalists who have chosen to shoot brumbies on the high plains and use highly debatable
science to load their guns. I could point to the thousands of kilometres of wire rope barriers installed at the
behest of greedy ex-public servants and their pecuniary interests as the rest of the world rips them out.
But in your cloistered inner sanctum you don’t listen.
Well, I am going to give voice to the people in my electorate in the hope that you have a shred of decency,
that you will better understand what your actions—more significantly, your failures—have led to and the
damage that has been done.
Stuart Spratt runs the Mount Mittamatite Caravan Park at Corryong. It was decimated by the bushfires earlier
this year and yet as he struggles to get his park up and running, he can’t get electrical contractors to his
business because NSW don’t trust you. They look at the stage 3 restrictions and say, ‘We can’t have our
workers at risk, our communities exposed’. They don’t see that this is an area that has not seen a single COVID
case because your figures say we have had these cases. The fact that they just happened to have an outdated
address on their drivers licence just doesn’t get reported or for that matter corrected.

BILLS
2176

Legislative Assembly

Friday, 4 September 2020

‘It’s like the family with 10 kids and one spits the dummy and the lot of them get punished, we haven’t had a
case up here, and yet we have these restrictions and it is just smashing businesses. The fires were bad enough,
but this is killing us—people are on the edge. I don’t think he gets it’.
John McMillan is a business owner on both sides of the river, but I was speaking with him about his passion
for cricket. The Cricket Albury Wodonga competition should begin in a month’s time, but at this stage there
is no certainty for a community about how teams from the two states can compete against each other. Again
there are no cases in Wodonga—never have been. So why are we stopping junior and senior grassroots sport
under stage 3? How do you justify these decisions—you do it without scrutiny, you do it because of state-ofemergency powers that you want to extend. You do it because you are not listening.
Let me highlight the incredible challenges facing one Wodonga mum:
I am at a stage now where I have had enough of the minority dictating and punishing the majority of us
in Victoria who have done the right thing. My children are devastated to the point of refusing to Zoom
for school again, this is creating major tension in our household. My 11-year-old has given up and cried
herself to sleep this week begging to go to school. She is also smart enough to work out that this decision
has been made thanks to those who don’t abide by the rules. I am now in a position where again I will
have to close my business, home school and keep a close eye on my children’s mental health. We have
no cases on the border, I’m happy to wear a mask and stay at home when possible.
But I WILL NOT accept that regional students should be punished.
Damian Heman lives in Mount Beauty. It is a beautiful spot nestled at the foot of Falls Creek. He, like many
others in this town, travel to the ski resort and the Bogong High Plains for recreation and sport, and yet under
stage 3 restrictions you have barred him from that activity. Again with zero cases in the region and your onesize-fits-all approach, he cannot enter the national park—at least not this national park. I understand the
national park closer to the environment minister’s electorate is open.
Colleen Frawley lives at Barnawartha. Her son Joshua is a single parent who resides in Canberra and required
immediate surgery. Colleen wanted to be Joshua’s carer while he recovers. She has a permit to enter Canberra
and promised to complete the 3-hour trip via car from Chiltern in one trip without stopping, or to catch a
private plane from Albury Airport to Canberra at her own expense. But NSW see us as pariahs through your
failure in Melbourne and frankly your inability to keep people within the confines of metropolitan Melbourne.
A teacher in my electorate, who I won’t name for fear of retribution, offered this:
Shattered, devastated, mentally and physically exhausted. We as teachers first and foremost feel
unvalued, we find out via the media every time something to do with education. We were given less
than 24-hours’ notice to prepare home learning packs for students—unlike metro Melbourne who were
given a week, a lot of regional teachers feel that was grossly unfair considering we are in this position
due to Metro Melbourne in the first place. Our workload is tripled as a teacher during remote learning
because of the circumstances of which we find ourselves—not expectations of our schools. I feel sad for
the students who have extra needs who have only just found their feet again at school to now be thrown
back into remote learning. The extra work we have put into these children to ensure they felt safe, and
happy being back at school to now have all of that undone.
In acknowledging the challenges of education, I can say that there are communities in the Upper Murray,
devastated by bushfires and feeling the pain of social isolation more than most, who can’t learn from home,
who no matter how hard the schools have tried, cannot learn via the internet. These communities have been
devastated by recent suicides of young people, and there is ongoing fear for others. I know that the education
department is aware of these issues and is trying to help, but it is yet another example of the pain your
unnecessary restrictions have imposed on our regional community.
I could go on endlessly about the impact on businesses, particularly the cafes and restaurants who are teetering
on the edge, many in small tourist towns who have copped the double whammy of bushfires and COVID. I
could tell you about the Rutherglen school chaplain who can’t get to work because this government thinks a
region devoid of COVID cases should be under stage 3 restrictions, or the 23-year-old from Chiltern who is
undergoing cancer treatment but can’t get to see her boyfriend because of this blanket application of restrictions.
These are the tip of the iceberg in examples of how your decision-making and unnecessary restrictions
continue to destroy lives, families, jobs and businesses.
For almost half a century this region has been identified as a single entity by public policy and planning at a
state and national level. A federal-, NSW- and Victorian-government-driven decentralisation policy brought
major employers to the region from 1972; in 2001, the Victorian and NSW Premiers, Steve Bracks and Bob
Carr, planned for Albury-Wodonga to be one city and little more than a decade ago the creation of the nation’s
only cross-border hospitals and health service in which you were a key player.
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But your policies, your failures have divided a community.
NSW has shown its faith in the region, and in part due to the falling number of COVID cases in Melbourne,
by announcing its plans to relax the criteria for border-crossing permits to people in a 50-kilometre corridor
from the border. Again I would ask, on behalf of this community, for a similar show of faith from the Victorian
government by amending the public health order to replace stage 3 restrictions with conditions that
complement the NSW orders and afford the border community the opportunity to function economically,
while maintaining the health and wellbeing of its citizens.
You really don’t need this six-month extension. This act you seek to abuse is about health and wellbeing. It
is about assessing the risk and taking the appropriate action. Well, in our region the only risk is our exposure
to Melburnians escaping your pathetic ring around the city. There is no risk, there are no cases, there is no
need for stage 3 restrictions, and frankly there is no need for this to be anything but a situation that is measured
and judged on a monthly basis through the parliamentary process and true democracy.
Having seen the leaked documents published by the Herald Sun, I fear the worst for regional Victoria—it
seems pretty obvious that you wanted a six-month state-of-emergency extension because your only plan is to
keep Victorians locked down. I think all Victorians will feel betrayed, frustrated and angry. We have done
the hard work. We’ve made sacrifices but received nothing in return. The government promised a road map
out of restrictions, and instead, I fear the only plan is to keep us locked down.
I do not support this bill.

Ms COUZENS (Geelong)
I am pleased to speak on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and
Other Matters) Bill 2020.
I want to congratulate the Premier and the Minister for Health in the other place for their commitment to
keeping Victorians safe.
I also want to thank our frontline workers who put their safety at risk every day for all of us.
I am very proud of the response of the Geelong community for their great efforts to prevent the spread of
COVID-19. Overwhelmingly, the people of Geelong have expressed their support for the Premier and the
government generally.
Without a vaccine, this pandemic is far from over.
These legislative changes will give the chief health officer powers to continue to have the right protections in
place.
From face coverings to density limits, these measures are about keeping every single Victorian safe.
Some of the key public health protections required to manage this pandemic are only available when a state
of emergency has been declared under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008—such as mandatory face
coverings, requiring workplaces to have a COVID-safe plan and the current and past restrictions that have
helped slow the spread of the virus.
It also ensures public health risk powers can be exercised—for example, requiring positive cases to isolate.
That means, regardless of when restrictions may ease, some of the current protections under state of
emergency, including mandatory face coverings and requiring workplaces to have a COVID-safe plan, will
remain necessary.
By extending the maximum length of the state of emergency the Victorian government can continue its efforts
to keep all Victorians safe, including in the electorate of Geelong.
This is a really challenging and difficult time, everyone is doing it tough, however people know that this is a
once-in-a-lifetime global pandemic that no-one has had to face dealing with it before.
The irresponsible scare campaigns we have seen in relation to the extension of the state of emergency have
seen many positive messages from Geelong constituents. I want to share two of the messages I have received
over the past few days:
Thank you for sharing the story. I have to say I’m proud to be a Victorian and my family appreciates the
work that you Christine and Dan Andrews and his team are doing to keep us safe. There are so many
people working behind the scenes and it is disappointing that people always find the negative. This has
never been done before and mistakes will be made. I would also like to commend Barwon Health on the
clear communication to reporting to the Geelong Community weekly. Thanks again Christine for all the
work you and your team do for us.
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My friend is a Geelong nurse, and she’s had corona, beaten it, and now she’s back at work in the hospital,
embarrassing the rest of us with her capability. It stuns me that anyone would think this shit is made up.
This is just an example of the views held by many Geelong people, people who are doing the right thing to
ensure that we stop the spread of the virus.
This bill—unlike other states and territories who have no time limits, we need legislative change to extend
the current state of emergency beyond six months.
The bill will lengthen the total period for which a state-of-emergency declaration, in respect of the COVID-19
pandemic, may continue in force from six months to 12 months; alter the circumstances in which the chief
health officer may authorise authorised officers to exercise certain powers; clarify that it is beyond doubt that
the chief health officer can issue public health directions during a state of emergency; clarify the application
of the definition of serious risk to public health which will provide for flexibility in the making of public
health directions when there are few or no cases of COVID-19 in the community; and enhance reporting and
accountability requirements to the Victorian Parliament when a state-of-emergency declaration in respect of
COVID-19 is extended beyond six months.
The state of emergency under this legislated is extended on a monthly basis by the health minister, following
advice from the chief health officer, and in consultation with the emergency management minister and the
emergency management commissioner.
This practice will continue.
Each extension of the state of emergency is based on the most up-to-date health advice from the chief health
officer. This evidence-based process should be retained and should not be undermined.
These are important decisions and the health advice, not politics, should be at the heart of every decision that
is made in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic.
When an extension of a state of emergency occurs, the minister tables a report in parliament on the extension,
including a summary of the advice from the chief health officer that minister relied upon to make the
extension.
This bill now provides that this advice will be tabled in full and enables this report to be tabled out of session.
The state of emergency provides the legal framework for the government’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic, underpinning the directions made by the chief health officer.
Even if we have very few or no cases, we will need to retain a baseline of legal directions to keep the
community safe, such as requiring positive cases to isolate at home.
Should an extension not be granted, Victoria would have limited ability to respond to emerging outbreaks,
almost certainly resulting in another wave of escalating case numbers within our community putting
Victorians lives and livelihood at risks.
Front-line workers are putting their safety and their families at risk. Doctors, nurses, hospital staff, first
responders, community services and many more are all working hard across the state for every Victorian. I
know my community of Geelong are proud of every one of them and thank them for what they are doing.
We are investing $1.9 billion as part of our coronavirus health preparedness response, to establish more ICU
beds; build more inpatient beds; and buy ventilators, equipment and personal protective equipment, as well
as provide training to our healthcare workforce.
For Geelong Baxter House—old Geelong Private Hospital—Barwon Health has established 50 new beds,
consulting rooms and a new acute respiratory assessment clinic to meet demand if required.
All ambulances have the capacity to respond to confirmed and suspected COVID-19 patients, and Ambulance
Victoria’s infectious diseases protocol ensure paramedics use personal protective equipment when attending
all cases.
We acted quickly at the start of this pandemic, to establish a centralised state-wide procurement and supply
chain for critical PPE and equipment to Victoria.
Contact tracing is a central piece of the state’s response to COVID-19. It is by identifying close contacts of
persons with COVID-19 that we can quarantine them and stop transmission of the virus. I want to thank them
for the important work that they are doing.
A huge thanks to Barwon Health and their contact tracers for the work they are doing for our community.
We have implemented a coronavirus worker support payment to make sure Victorians don’t have to choose
between the safety of their workmates and their community—and putting food on the table.
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We know too many Victorians are in insecure work, don’t have sick leave entitlements and can’t afford to
miss a shift.
This will ensure workers don’t have to pay the price for following health advice while they are waiting for
their results.
Our state would be left vulnerable and our government would be ill equipped to manage the situation as soon
as the date that the state of extension expires. The Premier announced this week that the Victorian government
will release its reopening roadmap this Sunday, 6 September, to provide certainty and clarity to communities
and businesses. This roadmap is underpinned by the state of emergency and the ability to continue to respond
to emerging outbreaks.
The Geelong community believes that the strategy is working.
I commend the bill to the house.

Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West)
I’m pleased to make a contribution on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency and
Other Matters) Bill 2020
I would like to firstly send my condolences to the many families and friends of those who have sadly
succumbed to the coronavirus over the last few months. The heavy toll placed on you is unimaginable,
particularly losing a loved one and not being able to either be with them or say proper goodbyes.
Also thank you so much to everyone who is doing their best, giving up a great deal and yet keeping the
coronavirus numbers down by abiding by the stage 3 restrictions in regional Victoria, and stage 4 in
Melbourne.
Extending the state of emergency in Victoria is not about extending lockdown. It does not mean restrictions
continue for six months.
I note the Leader of the Opposition clearly said that this would be the case in his contribution yesterday.
Sadly, this reflects the standard of commentary from those opposite throughout this pandemic: Spreading
misinformation, promoting division, spreading conspiracy theories and creating confusion.
Not once have I heard a positive or supportive comment from any of the members opposite.
Not one statement of support for actions to prevent deaths and infection, just fanning the flames of division,
and preying on people’s insecurity.
Without a legal and legislated framework, COVID-19-safe measures cannot be put in place. These include
social distancing measures, face masks, and making sure our businesses and workplaces have procedures and
policies in place to keep workers, clients and staff safe.
The state of emergency, just as it is now, will be reviewed every four weeks to determine if continuation is
required based on advice from the chief health officer.
The current restrictions will not be in place any longer than necessary.
If we continue to abide by the current restrictions and infection numbers fall, then there’s every chance we
will overcome this second wave of the coronavirus.
However, until there is a vaccine, we are all potentially susceptible to the virus. The virus does not
discriminate, no matter your age or your gender or your personal health and circumstances.
A state of emergency enables the government to act quickly for everyone and for every family’s safety in the
event of another severe outbreak of COVID-19.
It is about ensuring that emergency workers, police and the government can quickly put in place additional
safe guards to stop the spread of COVID-19.
It is not about continuing the lockdown, it’s about maintaining a safe Victoria for us all. The Leader of the
Opposition knows all of this—assuming he’s actually read the bill.
Fearmongering about this reasonable extension to the state of emergency is creating a great deal of uncertainty
and unnecessary angst within Victoria.
Other states and territories have rollover emergency powers and do not need to legislate their continuance.
Most currently have ongoing state-of-emergency powers.
Last week Tasmania extended their state of emergency for a further two months. I note there was very little
media commentary on this, noting that it was done without their Parliament being required to legislate it,
debate it or vote on it.
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The alternative to not having the state of emergency that gives a framework to how our communities and
economies can safely open up does not bear thinking about.
Community transmission is just that- transfer of the virus between people moving throughout their
communities and across the state.
The reason the virus numbers are so low in regional areas of Victoria is strictly because of the measures that
were put in place to prevent this movement of people across Victoria.
If the Leader of the Nationals had his way, we would have seen an explosion of cases in our regional
communities.
In regional Victoria we value our lifestyles, our health and the health of our communities.
The majority of people who have contacted me are very supportive of ensuring regional areas continue to be
protected.
While we absolutely need visitation from other areas including Melbourne, and indeed rely on this for our
economic growth, most people are not ready for a full opening up of our regions to Melbourne just yet. They
understand that the health risk is still ongoing.
Protecting the health and indeed the lives of Victorians is the only reason for this state-of-emergency
extension.
The pandemic is far from over, and as much as the opposition would wish it away and/or let it rip through our
state, leading to more illness, more deaths and our health system overrun, the fact is that we need to learn to
live within a new COVID-19 normal.
If we all continue to operate within the advice provided by the expert epidemiologists, including Professor
Brett Sutton and his team—who have done an outstanding job keeping Victorians well informed and safe—
we will see COVID-19 brought under control and our economy and our communities can open up.
The best weapon against the spread of this deadly virus is limiting movement, as has been proven.
And to those who would argue otherwise, the democratic process is being upheld right here, right now.
As mentioned before there is no other jurisdiction in Australia where the Parliament and the democratic
process is required to extend the state of emergency.
The Premier has said that a road map to reopening the economy and communities safely will be announced
shortly. The risk of not doing this cautiously and slowly is great.
COVID-19 is a highly infectious and deadly disease.
All Victorians no matter where they live are at risk.
Not just the elderly, not just those with compromised health, but everyone.
There is so much still unknown about this virus but what we do know is that it doesn’t discriminate. Indeed,
significant evidence is emerging about the long-term health effects on those who have recovered from the virus.
I want to thank everyone across Bendigo West, and indeed across all of Victoria for their commitment to
abiding by restrictions and driving down case numbers, and for the sacrifices they are making to protect us all.
I also want to thank our health workers, aged care workers, ambulance workers and personal carers who have
given and continue to give so much in providing the very best health care to those who have been infected
with coronavirus.
I also want to acknowledge the work being done by Bendigo Health, Castlemaine Health, and our community
health services to run testing clinics, and the contact-tracing team at Bendigo Health.
It is no surprise to me that so many across the communities of Bendigo West have been enormously
supportive of each other: neighbours helping neighbours, many hundreds of volunteers supporting their
communities with food support and vital practical support. It is the nature of these communities, and I thank
them for their care and support.
As the Premier has said:
We will beat this virus—and extending the State of Emergency ensures we have all the tools we need
for the fight—
and ‘We will get through this’.
I support this vitally important bill and commend it to the house.
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Ms SANDELL (Melbourne)
Throughout the pandemic, the Greens have always supported an evidence-based and health-led response to
the crisis, which includes listening to experts and giving the chief health officer the ability to make decisions
to keep us all safe.
In fact, the Greens think all politicians should take an evidence-based approach to any decision, as well as an
approach that is led by compassion, fairness and ecological sustainability.
I am not an infectious diseases specialist. But I think we should listen to them. And fortunately the Greens
actually do have an MP with this training elected to this place, our MP for Brunswick. He’s probably the only
one, or one of the only ones, with actual infectious disease training to sit in this place.
I will no doubt not be as eloquent or masterful in this speech as he was in his yesterday, and I encourage all
those reading this speech to also read his speech on this bill. But in any regard, I will do my best to outline
my reasons for supporting this bill.
Right now, we’re in a global pandemic that has claimed hundreds of thousands of lives, including over 500
in Victoria alone.
We have done relatively well to escape the horrific scenes that we’ve watched in Italy, the US, Spain and the
UK, with overflowing hospitals, people dying of preventable causes because they simply cannot get a hospital
bed and many, many loved ones dying of COVID because swift action was not taken by their governments.
Yet we have not entirely escaped tragedy. Victoria’s first wave was pretty well contained. But then we had
the second wave, much more ferocious and deadly than the first. The virus escaped from hotel quarantine,
and ran rampant through aged-care homes. It has caused untold suffering, and plunged us back into even
harsher lockdown restrictions. Some of the people in my electorate—tenants in public housing towers in
North Melbourne—were subject to some of the harshest lockdowns of anywhere in the world, even prevented
from getting access to food, medicine and essential goods and services for five to 14 days.
People across Melbourne and Victoria have been prevented from visiting loved ones, from attending funerals
and weddings. People have died alone. People have seen their businesses forcibly closed, their jobs disappear,
their incomes vanish and their mental health suffer. Parents have been forced to work while also homeschooling or caring for small children. Children have been prevented from seeing their friends and their
grandparents for months. My kids haven’t seen their grandparents since February.
The decisions that our government has made regarding restrictions, lockdowns and the response to contain
the pandemic are having real and significant impacts on Victorians’ lives.
So it was understandable, that when the Premier announced he wanted to extend the state of emergency in
Victoria for another 12 months, people were wary.
But their understandable and reasonable fear and worry was stoked by a group of people, including prominent
MPs and people in the Victorian Liberal Party, who saw this as nothing more than an opportunity to gain
votes from people’s fear, and stoked this fear for their own political gain. I find that appalling.
So I want to explain what really is going on here.
In Victoria, governments can declare a state of emergency for up to six months. When there’s a state of
emergency, it means the chief health officer can do things like require Victorians to quarantine if they test
positive to COVID, or wear masks or shut down businesses where there are COVID outbreaks, for example.
This is different from the state of disaster, which we’re currently in, which means the government can take
more extreme measures such as put us into stage 4 lockdown, enforce a curfew, like we have currently, or
stop people travelling more than 5 km from their homes—and even suspend acts of Parliament if they want!
So, with this bill, what does the Victorian government want to do?
Initially the government wanted to change the law to allow Victorian governments, now or into the future, to
be able to declare a state of emergency for 18 months, not just six months, without any input from Parliament.
It doesn’t mean we stay in a state of disaster or in stage 4 lockdown, but it does mean the chief health officer
would have powers to do the things I mentioned above.
The Greens accept that this virus isn’t going away in the next few weeks. We don’t even know if we’ll have
a vaccine within the next six months. It seems doubtful, although I’m forever hopeful.
However, as Greens MPs, we believed that giving governments, including future governments, the ability to
declare a state of emergency for 18 months rather than the current six months was not something we could
support.
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So we entered into negotiations with the government in good faith to see if we could come up with a better
solution.
And ultimately we have a different bill before the house today, a bill that the Greens in the upper house were
happy to cast the deciding vote to support. We will again support the bill here in the lower house today.
But we placed some conditions on our support. We supported this bill on the condition that the extension of
the chief health officer’s powers is for six months only, that it relates only to the COVID-19 pandemic, so
future state-of-emergency declarations will still be for a maximum of six months, not the 18 months that this
government initially wanted.
We also supported it on the condition that the health minister makes health advice publicly available every
four weeks and the chief health officer briefs MPs on this advice. These are important transparency and
accountability measures that the Greens are happy to have helped secure with our vote. Democracy cannot
because a victim of this pandemic.
The Greens have always supported a health-based and evidence-based approach to the pandemic, and we
think it’s really important that governments take strong action to keep us all safe. We want to get to the other
side of this as quickly as possible, and the Greens will work constructively with the government to make sure
that happens.
We think that right now, more than ever, politicians need to work together to overcome this collective, global
crisis we are facing. It is not the time to play politics with people’s lives and livelihoods.
There are still over 2000 active cases of COVID-19 in Victoria right now. We need to make sure these cases
can be contained so we don’t have a third wave and we can get back to visiting our friends and family and so
businesses can open.
The Greens understand how difficult the current lockdown is for Victorians. We know people are really
struggling. From the very beginning of the pandemic we have campaigned for better support for groups in the
community hit hard by the restrictions, including renters, international students, business owners and people
living alone, and for health workers to be better protected.
We will continue those efforts to make sure no one is left behind.
Local Greens MPs have worked tirelessly around the clock, advocating for our constituents, helping them
make sense of restrictions, clarifying when government communications were confusing and unclear, helping
them access support and services and advocating for them when restrictions were particularly unfair,
conflicted or nonsensical.
Throughout the pandemic, the Greens MPs and I have been in close contact with ministers, ministers officers
and government agencies, fighting for residents who were particularly hard hit and lobbying to change
government decisions when necessary. We have not always been successful, but we are pleased to have been
able to successfully lobby and campaign for state government grants for international students, which were
delivered. We were also successful in raising issues about childcare eligibility during stage 4 lockdown, and
eligibility was changed. We have fought long and hard for protections for people who rent their homes,
including an eviction ban and a ban on rent increases, which have recently been extended out to March 2021,
and for making government rental relief grants easier to access through a lifting of the amount of savings a
person can have before they cannot access rent relief. We were successful.
We have also spoken to the government about the need for a bubble to combat isolation and loneliness for
people living alone, and advocated for sole traders who seem to be totally left out of state government support.
We have also released our plans for a Green New Deal which outlines how Victoria can invest to build
Victoria back better, creating jobs and dealing with some of the biggest challenges we face, such as through
a big build of public housing, renewable energy and storage, energy efficiency, a big investment in caringfocused jobs, reviving our local shopping strips, bike lanes and more. We look forward to talking with the
government more about these important ideas.
Ultimately, at this time in history each of us with the privileged position to be in this place, as a decisionmaker and member of Parliament during a one-in-100-year pandemic, has to make a decision.
Are we going to use our power and time to help or to hinder?
I know which side of history I want to be on, and that’s why I’ll be voting for this bill today, to get us through
this pandemic as fast as we can.
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Mr TAK (Clarinda)
I am grateful to be able to make a contribution to the debate on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment
(State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020.
This is an extremely important bill for our community.
I’d like to thank everybody that has reached out to me during this pandemic and during the state of emergency.
I understand that many people are struggling, that many people are hurting and that many people are scared.
Please continue to reach out, and please stay in touch. This is an extremely difficult time, but we will get
through this—together.
These amendments before Parliament are fundamentally about keeping every single Victorian safe, and to
help ensure we see out the other side of this pandemic.
That is my absolute priority and the absolute priority of this government—keeping Victorians safe and getting
us to the other side of this crisis.
Some of the key public health protections required to manage this pandemic are only available when a state
of emergency has been declared under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008—such as mandatory face
coverings, requiring workplaces to have a COVID-safe plan and the current and past restrictions that have
helped slow the spread of the virus.
It also ensures public health risk powers can be exercised—for example, requiring positive cases to isolate.
Since first being introduced in March 2020, the state of emergency has been extended six times, but under
current legislation it can only remain in place for a total of six months.
Until we have a vaccine we need to continue in our fight against coronavirus. That means, regardless of when
restrictions may ease, some of the current protections under the state of emergency—including mandatory
face coverings and requiring workplaces to have a COVID-safe plan—will remain necessary.
I can only imagine what the consequences might look like should an extension not be granted. Victoria would
have limited ability to respond to emerging outbreaks, almost certainly resulting in another wave of escalating
case numbers within our community, putting lives and livelihood at risks—and that is something that I cannot
accept.
The government has done a power of work on preparing our hospitals and our healthcare system to respond
to this crisis. We are investing $1.9 billion as part of our coronavirus health preparedness response to establish
more ICU beds, build more inpatient beds, buy ventilators, equipment and personal protective equipment as
well as provide training to our healthcare workforce.
We have more than 1900 ventilators currently in Victorian health services. This includes more than 750 new
ventilators that have been delivered recently. We have also delivered more than 4900 IV pumps and more
than 900 patient monitors.
We’ve also readied our ambulance services, personal protective equipment stocks and our healthcare
workforce for a comprehensive, statewide response to the coronavirus.
We’ve got a long way to go, but we’re coming through this. The Premier announced this week that the
government will release its reopening roadmap this Sunday, 6 September, to provide certainty and clarity to
communities and businesses.
I look forward to the release of the roadmap and I look forward to working together with the Clarinda
community to rebuild.
This roadmap is underpinned by the state of emergency and the ability to continue to respond to emerging
outbreaks.
As such, the main objective of this bill is to amend the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 to provide that
a state of emergency can be declared for a period of no longer than 12 months, thereby permitting the state of
emergency currently declared in respect of the COVID-19 pandemic to be extended beyond the existing
statutory limit of six months.
Relevant to this objective is the fact that Victoria is the only jurisdiction in Australia that requires a declaration
of a state of emergency—or an equivalent declaration—to be reported to Parliament. No jurisdictions in
Australia have a process whereby a declaration of a state of emergency or an equivalent declaration can be
disallowed by Parliament.
By way of jurisdictional comparison, New South Wales can declare a state of emergency for 30 days; there
is no limit on the number of further states of emergency of up to 30 days that may be declared; there is no
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requirement that the state of emergency be reported to Parliament; and the legislation doesn’t provide for
disallowance of the state of emergency by Parliament.
The bill will also enhance the parliamentary reporting requirements if the state of emergency in respect of
COVID-19 is extended beyond mid-September 2020 by requiring the minister to report on the reasons for the
extension, the public health risk powers and emergency powers exercised and include in the report a copy of
the advice of the chief health officer in respect of each of these matters.
Lastly, the bill will also amend the act to clarify that public health risk powers and emergency powers can be
exercised by an authorised officer in response to a serious risk to public health when the rate of community
transmission of an infectious disease, being COVID-19, is low or there have been no cases for a period of
time and that that the chief health officer, as an authorised officer, may exercise public health risk powers or
emergency powers under the act where authorised officers are authorised to do so.
So this is an extremely important bill—a bill that is vital to ensuring that the chief health officer has the ability
to issue directions to prevent further transmission of the virus beyond 13 September 2020, when the current
state of emergency is due to expire. This includes the ability to limit the size of gatherings, to quarantine
arriving travellers from overseas, to require the wearing of a face covering and workplace restrictions and
limitations.
I want to take this opportunity to say thank you to every one of my constituents for the way in which they
have embraced the chief health officer’s directions, and for their dedication to eradicating this virus from our
community and from our state.
I know the government has asked many of you to make great sacrifices. I am so proud of my community for
their response to this tremendous challenge.
Please continue to reach out. Please stay in touch. We will get through this.
I commend the bill to the house.

Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South)
I too rise to speak in support of the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension
and Other Matters) Bill 2020.
The main objective of the bill is to amend the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 to provide that a state
of emergency can be declared for a period of no longer than 12 months, thereby permitting the state of
emergency currently declared in respect of the COVID-19 pandemic to be extended beyond the existing
statutory limit of six months.
And indeed this is the sensible and the right thing to do. It’s a question of leadership in my view—leadership
that is lacking on the other side of the chamber. Leadership is about understanding that every Victorian is
currently facing the most difficult economic and social circumstances that they have ever faced. Leadership
is about turning to work every single day and answering questions, even though you know that people are
fatigued, frustrated and angry. You don’t play to that anger, and you certainly don’t further incite anger that
leads people to do dumb things. That’s not leadership. Victorians don’t need, nor do they want, an opposition
to further define what their problems are. They are currently living it, while doing the right thing to get us
collectively to a COVID-normal environment. The majority of Victorians want solutions, not moaning from
an opposition that are completely bereft of any ideas. The Victorian public are to be praised for their powerful
efforts to defeat this virus.
Leadership is about having difficult conversations and communications with your constituents. It’s about
understanding the purpose of the extension of these extended laws and not conflating it with the current stage 4
restrictions. It’s not about confusing the electorate or playing up to conspiracy theorists. Leadership is not
about political opportunism. It is only about political opportunism if you’re on the other side of this chamber.
And just on that, this house notes that this is the very first time in nearly two years of this Parliament that the
opposition have all decided to turn up to work in the chamber and debate a bill. The very first time. As well
as the lack of leadership, it also says a lot on the genuineness of this opposition.
I thank my constituents—both voters and non-voters—for their engagement with me on this issue. It is an
important issue that affects everyone in different ways. I acknowledge this. And I thank you for
acknowledging to me that there are no simplistic answers to a recovery.
The fact is that there is a continuing need to implement public health measures to slow the spread of the
coronavirus. This is not only the case in Victoria; it is the case in other states and territories too. Under the
Public Health and Wellbeing Act, in Victoria, however, a state of emergency can only be extended for a total
period of six months. This means that the current state of emergency in response to COVID‐19 cannot be
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extended beyond 16 September 2020. And given it is early September, we now seek that extension for an
additional six months.
This extension will ensure that the appropriate public health measures can continue to be implemented in
Victoria, where the bill will amend the Public Health and Wellbeing Act to allow a state-of-emergency
declaration in response to a serious risk to public health to continue in force in respect of the COVID‐19
pandemic for up to 12 months.
The state of emergency provides the legal framework for the government’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic, underpinning the directions made by the chief health officer. It should not be confused with the
restrictions themselves.
Even if we have very few or no cases, we will need to retain at least the modicum of legal directions to keep
the community safe, such as requiring positive cases to isolate at home. We have seen in NSW and
Queensland, where these directions are required, even when the numbers are low they still increase with
emerging outbreaks at periodic intervals.
Should an extension not be granted, Victoria would have limited ability to respond to emerging outbreaks,
unlike our state counterparts, almost certainly resulting in another wave of escalating case numbers within
our community, putting Victorians lives and livelihood at risk.
Our state would be left vulnerable and our government would be ill equipped to manage the situation as soon
as the date of the state of extension expires.
Should the bill pass and an extension of a state of emergency occur, the minister will table a report in
Parliament on the extension, including a summary of the advice from the chief health officer that the minister
relied upon to make the extension. This will provide further transparency to the Parliament.
The Premier announced this week that the Victorian government will release its reopening road map this
Sunday, 6 September, to provide certainty and clarity to communities and businesses. I’m happy to say that
members of my community of Narre Warren South are contributing to this plan, to this road map, and are not
being persuaded by the mischievous rumours and out-of-date leaked documents peddled by the opposition
and other groups via text messages and old media. This road map, contributed to by the grassroots industry
and community, has to be underpinned by the state of emergency and the ability to continue to respond to
emerging outbreaks. And that is what real leadership looks like.
Finally, and in summary, this bill will:
•

lengthen the total period for which a state-of-emergency declaration, in respect of the COVID-19
pandemic, may continue in force from six months to 12 months;

•

alter the circumstances in which the chief health officer may authorise authorised officers to
exercise certain powers;

•

clarify that it is beyond doubt that the chief health officer can issue public health directions during
a state of emergency;

•

clarify the application of the definition of serious risk to public health which will provide for
flexibility in the making of public health directions when there are few or no cases of COVID-19
in the community; and

•

enhance reporting and accountability requirements to the Victorian Parliament when a state-ofemergency declaration in respect of COVID-19 is extended beyond six months.

I support the bill and wish it a speedy passage.

Mr HODGETT (Croydon)
I rise to contribute to the debate on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency
Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020 and I put on record at the outset that I oppose this bill.
I oppose the bill in its current form for all the reasons that my colleagues from the Liberal-Nationals parties
have outlined in their contributions to the debate on this bill, and rather than go over the same ground and
make the same points as to why I oppose this bill, I will use my contribution to make a number of other points-several constructive points that the Premier and the government may wish to take on board.
This week the Premier wants to extend the state of emergency in Victoria for an additional six months which
will give open-ended, unvetted power for him to govern how he sees fit regardless of the consequences and
with absolutely no scrutiny because he will shut down the Victorian Parliament.
The Premier originally wanted a 12-month extension, but he grossly underestimated the members in the upper
house, expecting them to fall into line and wave his 12-month extension through, and so the Premier had to
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backtrack and, in an embarrassing backdown, had to reduce it to six months and do a backroom deal with
three of the crossbench MPs to get the votes he needed to pass the bill.
The Premier needs to explain why the government wants these extra powers.
COVID cases have gone from 700 in recent weeks down to 81 today, yet the Premier wants more control
over people’s lives. Why?
The Premier needs to come out and explain to people why he needs these extraordinary powers and control
over people’s lives.
What’s going to be different tomorrow than today, and it’s up to him to explain that.
Now on to my constructive points, Speaker.
The Premier announced at a press conference last week that he would be extending the state-of-emergency
powers by a further 12 months. He expected everyone to fall into line and do what he told us. Well, sorry, no.
That’s not how it works.
The Premier should pick up the phone to all parties—all parties—and brief them on what he is seeking to
achieve and why, backed up with the advice, information and data behind the decision.
The government does not have, nor does the opposition have, a majority in the Legislative Council, so
working with all parties is required. Working with people to achieve outcomes is imperative. Standing up at
a press conference and dictating what the Premier demands and expects people to follow just does not cut it
in the upper house. So, number 1 is to speak with and brief all parties, answer their questions and concerns
and adjust your position if need be.
Secondly, an opposition wants checks and balances, scrutiny and accountability and ways to perform this.
Therefore compromise is required. Negotiate. If as a government you have nothing to hide and want to be
accountable for your actions, why be afraid of scrutiny? By preventing it, it only adds to the wave of
uncertainty, mistrust, doubt, concern and dishonesty. People are asking, ‘What is the government hiding; there
must be something wrong here’. So, remove that from the agenda by compromising and finding ways to allow
the opposition and other parties to scrutinise government decision-making. Scrutiny, checks and balances
occur over the four-year term of government, so people become very suspicious when the government of the
day wants to avoid it at length.
Thirdly, I would work with industry and business who are only too willing to help and have put forward a raft
of ideas to help with testing, contact tracing, using IT and technology etc. Some terrific ideas have been
suggested to manage the restrictions, quarantine and isolation. Don’t be dismissive of all the offers of
assistance and think you can do this all on your own. Engage and utilise business and industry—smart minds
all willing to help.
Now, Speaker, I wish to make a few comments about business and the economy.
I have always said that the coronavirus needs to be managed from a health and economic perspective, not one
over the other. We need to be focused on both the health and economic challenges. Let’s not let the cure be
worse than the condition.
I said weeks ago, the government needed to start focusing on a recovery plan—for workers and business.
Business need to know what the plan is to reopen.
At that time, we were only a couple of weeks away from the Premier’s stage 4 deadline and there was no plan
for reopening business—and no plan for support and recovery. Since then, the Premier has stated that he will
make some announcements this Sunday.
People want some hope, a light at the end of the tunnel, a plan for them to be able to get back to work, to
reopen their business, to bring back their people and to move forward.
The Premier must respect and trust business to open—to put in place the necessary safety, social distancing,
hygiene and COVID-safe plans—and let them reopen. The Premier asks people to trust him; well, how about
trusting people and trusting business owners to reopen and operate safely and responsibly.
Business and industry will play an important role in getting people back to work and getting the Victorian
economy working again.
People’s livelihoods must be part of the plan.
Premier, in considering what the road map back for business may look like I want to make a couple of points
for consideration post the stage 4 lockdown restrictions.
Gymnasiums and health and fitness clubs play a major role in people’s health and wellbeing, both for their
physical health and their mental health. And it is the issue of mental health and wellbeing that I want to focus
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on. The effect the lockdown restrictions, isolation and the coronavirus pandemic are having on people’s
mental health cannot be underemphasised. It is a major concern and I am arguing that health and fitness clubs
and gymnasiums be reclassified as an essential service and that they be allowed to open and operate under
strict hygiene and safety measures. There are a range of examples here from gyms, Pilates, yoga centres to
personal training studios and personal trainers etc. and I want to mention a few local examples, examples that
will apply equally across Victoria.
Alice Evans is the studio owner at the F45 Training Centre in Croydon. Alice can operate the training adhering
to social distancing, solid hygiene practices, with a COVID safety plan, not sharing space or equipment,
cleaning etc. That would allow Alice to, firstly, offer fitness training for the benefit of both a person’s physical
and mental health in a safe, clean, healthy environment; and secondly, allow her to operate her business and
employ trainers, albeit in a reduced way, but still be viable, which would give Alice the confidence and hope
that her F45 training business can recover and continue to operate into the future.
Mark and David Ottobre run Enterprise Fitness in Swan Street, Richmond, a leading, professional, well-run
personal training studio. Enterprise Fitness is not a gym. You cannot walk in off the street and train or work
out. It is an appointment booking, personal training service. As such, Mark and David can adhere to all
COVID safety requirements. They can manage the number of people in the studio, ensure social distancing,
maintain cleaning and hygiene of the studio and all the equipment etc. etc. They can schedule appointments
in a controlled environment and again provide an outlet for people to train and exercise and take care of their
mental health and wellbeing.
I share with you a letter from David Ottobre, which was written back before the current stage 4 lockdown
restrictions, and it reads as follows:
LEFT OUT IN THE COLD
An open letter to Politicians in relation to exercise.
The current restrictions imposed by the Victorian Government to Melbourne Metro allows Personal
Training to occur outdoors. I seek to clarify this point and give further thought to what has been put in
place.
We are in the coldest months for Melbourne July heading into August. To ask staff to go outdoors when
it is cold and wet along with clients seems irresponsible to me. This also would increase the risk of
sickness and potential for injury. In a control environment in which you are working one to one with no
shared equipment, would this not be a better option?
Many people will tell you that the 1 hour of movement in a boutique-controlled studio environment is
their HAPPY PLACE. We can help the fight on mental health, in fact every day we do this. We don’t
just train people, we give them confidence, we help them overcome obstacles we help them to believe
in themselves. We look at all areas from Nutrition, sleep, lifestyle and rehab.
In this truly hard time for Victorian’s many people need us more than ever, no doubt there is a magic in
movement. All I’m asking is you allow us to move inside, one to one, the current rule has outside one
coach per two people. One coach per one client. We are a controlled environment with all customers
records and by appointment only.
Signed David Ottobre.
The final example I provide is the Goodlife Health Club in Mooroolbark, a large gym, health and fitness
centre. I don’t know what the floorspace of Goodlife Mooroolbark is. However, it has multiple rooms for
classes, and separate cardio and weight training areas. Goodlife Mooroolbark can operate with reduced
numbers adhering to all the measures I have mentioned above—social distancing, cleaning, hygiene, single
use and wipe down of equipment, safe entry and exit to the club, a COVID safety plan etc. etc. And again, I
emphasise the benefits this would deliver to a person’s physical and mental health and wellbeing, by being
able to attend and participate in a training activity inside the Goodlife Health Club at Mooroolbark, or any
other Goodlife club or similar health club.
I implore the government to consider this and take account of my arguments in favour of reclassifying
gymnasiums and health clubs and studios and centres as essential services. And to consider the benefits they
deliver to a person’s physical and mental health and wellbeing.
Finally, I would like to make a few comments in relation to sole traders and in support of lawn-mowing and
garden maintenance businesses. I support several the points made by Jim Penman from the Jim’s franchise
group that he has made over the past week.
It makes no sense under the stage 4 restrictions that gardeners whose work involves no contact with home
owners are banned from working while their public sector counterparts working for councils and state
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government properties are still at work. These sole traders have been discriminated against; they are banned
from working while also being denied access to the state government’s Business Support Fund.
Many of these lawn-mowing and garden maintenance businesses don’t see or have contact with the home
owner. They are booked or have a regular schedule for lawn mowing, they attend and perform the service,
leave and send an account to the home owner, who in turn pays the bill by transferring the money into the
sole trader’s account.
Why can’t these businesses operate where they abide by COVID-19 safe guidelines, keep a 1.5-metre
personal distance at all times, have proper and regular hygiene such as washing of hands etc., have contactless
acceptance of payment wherever possible, and continue the wearing of masks at all times in public.
Speaker, people want certainty. They want consistency, they want fairness, they want confidence and
optimism, and they want hope.
By not taking the time and effort to clearly explain to the public what the government is trying to achieve with
this bill and why they want these extraordinary powers, and in not having fair and consistent application of
the rules surrounding business and industry stage 4 restrictions, creates doubt and a lack of faith and
confidence in the government’s management and response to the coronavirus pandemic.
Just a few constructive ideas as we continue to manage and fight the coronavirus.
Stay well and take care.

Mr J BULL (Sunbury)
Thanks for the opportunity to speak on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency
Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020.
I am pleased to be in the chamber to contribute to this debate today, albeit in incredibly tough and unusual
circumstances.
Before I discuss the content of this bill, I wish to thank the Parliament, Parliament staff, the Presiding Officers
and indeed the clerks and parliamentary officers who assist in running the house as a COVID-safe Parliament.
‘COVID-safe Parliament’ are not words that I would have expected to be using during my time in this place.
This year has been full of unexpected and unfortunate events, and I do want to take this opportunity to say to
all members, and their families, that being in office during this time is a significant challenge, and indeed we
have seen this come through our offices via email, phone calls and written correspondence.
This is our job—it’s what we are here to do—but we should all remember we have our own families who
rely on us as well, and it goes without saying how important they are to us all.
Our actions now will be reflected upon by ourselves and others for years to come.
Speaker, I made the remarks yesterday that those opposite, under the stewardship of the Leader of the
Opposition, have made the remarkable decision to put the health of Victorians at risk by opposing this bill,
oscillating between we are in this together and how bad things are.
They have chosen politics over health.
If they for one moment think that this government enjoys or somehow takes any pleasure in keeping people
under stage 4 restrictions, they are sadly wrong.
We have, since the first day we were elected to office, invested in and delivered for the people of Victoria.
The bill before us ensures that the public health measures and emergency powers can be appropriately
implemented in response to the public health crisis that has reshaped our world in 2020.
A crisis that has fundamentally changed the way we live our lives and how we interact with one another. It
has taken lives, taken jobs and left damage that we will never forget.
This government has said from day one that we will always rely on the advice of experts—always listen to
those that have spent their lives practising their craft, studying, learning, researching and advancing the health
of us all.
Like so many in the house, I have received many emails on this bill and what it is intended to do.
From the outset I want to say that we understand and appreciate the upheaval this global pandemic has caused
for the Victorian community.
The lives that have been lost.
The families that have been hurt.
The jobs that have gone.
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Birthdays missed, celebrations not had—smiles never rose.
-

A pandemic by its very nature is cruel and unrelenting.

-

But unlike us it doesn’t have the ability to problem solve—it just has the ability to transmit and
transmit it does.

-

We have the ability to problem solve, to outwork and outlast it, and we will.

This is what the bill is all about.
It is not about locking people away for 12 months under stage 4, not about damaging the lives of anyone any
further. It is about health and the protection of all of us, each and every one.
Simply it provides an insurance policy so that we have the tools to keep people safe.
Right now these practical measures are essential to contain the spread of COVID-19 and reduce the risk to
the health of all Victorians.
The bill amends the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 to lengthen the total period for which a state of
emergency may continue to be enforced beyond six months to 12 months total.
The government will be required to report to Parliament where there is an extension of the state of emergency
beyond the initial six-month period.
The report will include the reason for the extension, formal advice from the CHO and disclose what powers
will be exercised.
-

Remember, unlike other states and territories who have no time limits, we need legislative change
to extend the current state of emergency beyond six months.

In summary the proposed bill will:
-

lengthen the total period for which a state of emergency declaration, in respect of the COVID-19
pandemic, may continue in force from six months to 12 months;

-

alter the circumstances in which the chief health officer may authorise authorised officers to
exercise certain powers;

-

clarify that it is beyond doubt that the chief health officer can issue public health directions during
a state of emergency;

-

clarify the application of the definition of serious risk to public health, which will provide for
flexibility in the making of public health directions when there are few or no cases of COVID-19
in the community; and

-

enhance reporting and accountability requirements to the Victorian Parliament when the state of
emergency declaration in respect of COVID-19 is extended beyond six months.

This bill allows the CHO to issue and sign directions in relation to exercising public health risk powers or
emergency powers under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008.
The bill clarifies that these types of public health directions can continue to be made and public health risk
powers and emergency powers can continue to be exercised in response to a serious risk to public health even
when the rate of community transmission of COVID-19 is low or there have been no new cases of COVID-19
for a period of time.
We know that even when new cases are low, there is a risk of community outbreak (like New Zealand).
Simply put, until there’s a vaccine that works and is administered en masse, outbreaks and the risk of this
virus are ever present.
Speaker, the debate around this bill seems to have shifted, perhaps due to thankfully lower case numbers in
recent weeks.
We of course welcome these numbers, but we shouldn’t somehow think this is over and we can go back to
business as usual.
If anyone needs proof of the danger of this virus, I urge them to talk to our medical professionals, the men
and women who have been on our last line for the past six months.
I can recall seeing footage of a team in the COVID ward watching the daily numbers come through—knowing
that a percentage of those cases would end up in their ward and ultimately never come out.
To support the last line we have invested $1.9 billion as part of our coronavirus health preparedness response,
to establish more ICU beds, build more inpatient beds, buy ventilators, equipment and personal protective
equipment, as well as provide training to our healthcare workforce.
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-

We have about 1905 ventilators currently in Victorian health services.

-

This includes more than 755 new ventilators that have been delivered recently. We have also
delivered 4939 IV pumps and 932 patient monitors.

-

We have a current stockpile available to draw on immediately if required. This includes 2000 beds,
5009 IV pumps, 1342 patient monitors and 382 ventilators.

-

We still have equipment on order that is arriving weekly over the coming months, including more
than 3000 ventilators that are being brought in from international suppliers or being locally
manufactured, which will mean we will have a stockpile available for additional ICU capacity.

This bill supports our broader response to the pandemic, including: a $300 coronavirus (COVID-19) test isolation
payment to support Victorian workers, including parents and guardians, who are required to self-isolate while
they wait for the results of a coronavirus (COVID-19) test. It was increased to $450 on 13 August 2020.
Additionally, a $1500 worker support payment, which is now offered through the commonwealth
government’s pandemic leave disaster payment, is available for people who are required to self-isolate and
have no available sick leave. Over 6000 applications have been received by Services Australia since the
scheme commenced.
We established the $45 million International Student Emergency Relief Fund to provide a $1100 payment to
international students who have lost wages and/or work due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, an
issue that has been raised directly with me as the Parliamentary Secretary for Multicultural Affairs.
Speaker, we know the pandemic is taking a significant toll on mental health. That’s why the Andrews Labor
government has tailored mental health supports for our most vulnerable communities.
The Victorian government’s $59.4 million mental health package in response to COVID-19 includes
$17.8 million to begin the first phase of the rollout of 170 extra youth and adult acute mental health beds—a
key recommendation of the Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System. Nearly $7 million will
help mental health services deliver supports for people with severe mental illness by phone and video. The
package includes a range of support for children, young people and parents, including $6 million to fast-track
Orygen Youth Health’s new eOrygen platform. The package also includes funding for a range of specific
initiatives to help veterans, seniors, new mums, Aboriginal Victorians, multicultural and faith groups, and the
LGBTIQ community, as well as victims of family violence.
But this point must be made: the worst outcome for someone with poor mental health is not getting the help
when they desperately need it.
Keeping people healthy, out of hospital and the healthcare system functioning is fundamentally important for
people’s mental health.
Speaker, like so many communities across the state, my community have done a fantastic job in putting the
health and safety of our community first, and I want to thank each and every resident.
Thank you to all residents, to local businesses and everyone in between for your resilience and compassion
during this challenging period.
Can I thank our nurses, doctors, paramedics, hospital staff, our police, SES, firefighters and first responders
for doing incredible work in protecting our state.
I want to acknowledge the amazing leadership shown by the Premier, Deputy Premier, Treasurer, Minister
for Health and the Victorian chief health officer, supported by the ever-growing team at the Department of
Health and Human Services and indeed all government members.
Thank you for your advocacy and commitment to Victoria.
On a personal note, I want to thank my family, beautiful wife, Jas, and gorgeous baby girl, Cleo, for your
support, especially these past six months.
This is an incredibly challenging time for all of us, but by staying together and working as one there is no
doubt that we will beat this.
It is important that we continue to play our part in following the directions.
As I have said in this chamber before, if we had taken a business-as-usual approach in Victoria, we would
have witnessed the same devastating scenes as seen oversees in places like the United States and Europe.
I understand these amendments cause concern, but they will assist the continuation of our health response as
we stop the spread of COVID-19 and turn to recovery.
Most importantly it protects us—Victorians—and there is absolutely nothing more important than that.
I commend the bill to the house.
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Ms THOMAS (Macedon)
I am pleased to be able to add my contribution to the debate on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment
(State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020, albeit from my home in Kyneton.
At the outset I want to be clear that I fully support this bill. I want also to condemn the dangerous and childish
behaviour of the Liberal and National parties, who have wilfully promoted fear and confusion in the
community over a sensible and practical bill designed wholly to protect the health of Victorians. To
deliberately promote falsehoods about the intent of this bill is a despicable act, and to exploit the vulnerabilities
of many people at a time of increased anxiety is frankly immoral.
We are living through a global public health challenge the likes of which have not been seen for more than
100 years, and of course, what this means is that we are in uncharted territories. I watch as world leaders
grapple with the virus. According to today’s data from Johns Hopkins University, the UK is experiencing one
of the highest death rates in the world due to the virus, with more than 41 000 people dead and a case fatality
rate of 12.2 per cent. While the US case fatality rate is fortunately much lower at 3 per cent, the nation has
more than 6 million cases and 185 720 deaths.
And for all those championing the Swedish approach I ask: would you be comfortable with a case fatality rate
of 6.9 per cent compared to Australia’s enviable 2.6 per cent? I wouldn’t be, and I know the people in my
community wouldn’t be either.
Let’s take a closer look at Sweden’s economic outlook. The Grattan Institute points to comparable data that
demonstrates that their situation is in fact worse than Australia’s, with unemployment in Sweden expected to
peak at 9 to 11 per cent compared to Australian Treasury predications of 9.25 per cent here in Australia. While
the Swedes can expect GDP to fall by 4 to 6 per cent, once again our Treasury is forecasting a 2.5 per cent fall.
But I am not really interested in pointscoring, and nor are the people I represent.
I want to see us defeat the virus, I want to see nations cooperating in the development of a vaccine, I want the
most vulnerable in our community protected from its debilitating and deadly spread, I want healthcare
workers to keep safe and well, and I want to ensure our health system can continue to deliver first-class care
to all Victorians.
The only effective way to contain the spread of coronavirus is to follow the advice of the health experts and
our chief health officer.
Here in Victoria directions to contain the spread of the virus come from the chief health officer. The legislative
basis for the issuing and enforcement of these directions comes from our Public Health and Wellbeing Act.
The act enables the declaration of a state of emergency for up to six months, and the state of emergency
enables the chief health officer to make directions which can be enforced.
A state of emergency was first declared on 16 March and is currently set to expire later this month. Unlike
other states and territories who have no time limits, we need legislative change to extend the current state of
emergency beyond six months. Under the changes before the Parliament today the state of emergency can be
extended on a monthly basis by the health minister, following advice from the chief health officer and in
consultation with the emergency management minister and the emergency management commissioner, for a
further six months.
Each extension of the state of emergency is based on the most up-to-date health advice from the chief health
officer. Victoria’s evidence-based approach to the pandemic should be retained and not undermined by those
who want to put politics above public health.
When an extension of a state of emergency occurs, the minister will table a report in Parliament on the
extension, including a summary of the advice from the chief health officer that the minister relied upon to
make the extension.
Should an extension not be granted, Victoria would have limited ability to respond to emerging outbreaks,
almost certainly resulting in another wave of escalating case numbers—it’s as simple as that.
Without the declaration of a state of emergency the chief health officer would not have the powers to direct
people with COVID to quarantine, he would not have the powers to protect workers in high risk industries, and
he would have not have the powers to stop people from metropolitan Melbourne travelling to regional Victoria.
I’m delighted that as at 3.00 pm yesterday, and to the best of my reading of the DHHS LGA and postcode
data, there were only three active coronavirus in the Macedon electorate—and we want to keep it that way.
Across my community many great sacrifices have been made.
We have all missed precious time with our family and friends, remote learning is challenging, there is no
escaping that, and many, many, businesses are suffering, particularly those in my electorate that offer
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accommodation, hospitality and tourism experiences. Our health workers have been incredible, despite the
obvious risks they face, selflessly working so hard at the last line the of defence to protect Victorians, while
throughout this pandemic many ordinary workers have shown us that they are indeed, and always have been,
essential. And so I say a big thank you to our supermarket workers, cleaners, train and bus drivers, childcare
workers, meat processors and food manufacturing workers—your work cannot be done from home, and I
appreciate how you have kept going and adapted your behaviours and work practices to stay safe.
Of course, our hearts go out to those who have lost loved ones, and to those who are ill and still suffering the
lingering effects of coronavirus.
We all want our lives back, but I am confident that members of my community do not want these sacrifices
to be for naught. We want our efforts to count for something and we are ready to go the distance and get to
the other side—to COVID normal.
The Premier has often used the bushfire analogy to explain how the virus operates. The people of Macedon
understand bushfire all too well, and our firefighters certainly understand that putting a bushfire right out is a
very challenging task. Many days after the TV cameras have moved on you can be sure that firefighters will
be continuing their patrols, tending to hotspots, ember attacks and smouldering peat.
This bill asks only that the state of emergency be extended in order to safely manage our way out of this
pandemic while we continue to attend to the hotspots and embers.
Support for this bill is the only sensible and rational thing to do. I commend it to the house.

Ms THEOPHANOUS (Northcote)
We are facing a global pandemic. I just thought I’d remind those opposite of that, because to be honest it
seems like it might have slipped their minds.
Global pandemic—it rolls off the tongue far too easily. But the lived reality of it is far from easy.
Across the world we’ve seen this virulent, dangerous virus tear through communities, leaving hundreds of
thousands dead in its wake.
Millions more have suffered serious, prolonged infections that have taken them to the brink. We don’t know
what the long-term effects of that will be.
Whole cities have been left traumatised—places like the north of Italy where a generation of healthcare
workers have been stricken by having to make impossible choices about who lives and who dies, only to then
see their own colleagues succumb to the virus.
Scenes like those witnessed in the US, where refrigerated trucks are needed to house the bodies of coronavirus
victims because the morgues are full.
These words are not intended to create alarm, Speaker, they’re intended to try to imprint some sense into those
opposite who seem to believe that they know better than the world’s most knowledgeable scientists, doctors
and epidemiologists.
So, I rise in support of the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and
Other Matters) Bill—and in support of the Victorian Chief Health Officer having the tools he needs to steer
Victoria out of this crisis.
When it comes to my own community, they deserve credit; credit for their determination, for their creativity
and resilience, and credit because at the heart of my community’s response is the health and safety of others.
This year has been extremely tough—and that’s an understatement. Everyone has experienced the impacts
differently.
For some, it’s juggling the kids remote schooling with working from home.
For others, it’s putting projects on hold or managing a business under pressure.
For our front-line health workers and all the people making sure we are safe, fed and connected, it’s the
ongoing day to day anxiety of the virus getting out of control.
Sadly, for some, it’s losing income or employment altogether—a devastating consequence of this virus.
For others, not being able to see family and friends has had a real impact that cannot be quantified, but which
we all feel deeply.
And then there are those who have lost loved ones to this lethal virus. Families grieving in isolation from one
another to prevent further loss. My heart goes out to them.
Through all of this sacrifice and all of this pain, I’ve seen the extraordinary strength and resilience and
determination of Victorians.
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Truly, staying apart has brought us together.
We refuse to let this virus defeat us.
We refuse to let it divide us.
I see that in the smiling eyes, even if I can’t see their smiling mouths, of the people I pass on my walks along
the Merri Creek or Darebin Creek, as people greet each other and step aside to make sure they are distancing
and give a knowing nod in solidarity.
I hear it in the words of the hundreds of people that I’ve spoken to in phone calls and Zoom meetings and
letters who tell me that it’s tough, but they know we need to do everything we can to keep each other safe and
get to the other side.
And we’ve seen it in the bravery of our nurses, doctors, paramedics, pathologists, clinicians, educators, police,
community services, transport workers, cooks, cleaners, volunteers, and every other worker who has put their
own safety on the line every day for the rest of us.
I know that people are tired and want to be done with the virus. We all want to be able to spend time with our
friends and family, to enjoy the things we love and get things moving again.
But the blunt truth is that coronavirus doesn’t care about what we want or how tired we are or how much
we’ve all sacrificed.
It doesn’t care who’s scoring political points or who’s pointing fingers.
The way out of this is to persevere. It’s an endurance race.
And in times of crisis it becomes clear very quickly who is up to the task and who would buckle under the
pressure.
Leadership requires resolve. It requires being able to see beyond the immediate pressures, the political chatter,
the voices of doubt.
It takes strength to withstand that and to persevere because you know that the alternative is simply to give up.
That’s the alternative that the opposition have in mind.
It’s not a strategy at all. It’s giving up and letting chaos ensue.
That’s not leadership.
I shudder to think where Victoria would be right now if we were left in the hands of those opposite.
Very likely somewhere close to where the US is under the leadership of Trump.
Tens of thousands infected every day. Almost 185 000 dead. One in 10 people now out of work. Disadvantage
further entrenched. People living in fear of one another and the spread of the virus.
And when I hear the sniping of the opposition, I have to ask: why? What’s in it for them?
Then I think about what is really going on across the pond, and there’s the answer.
The party of Trump. A playbook where in devastation and misery there is political opportunity. Where fear
and division equate to electoral advantage.
The Leader of the Opposition well knows that across the globe the worst consequences of the virus—
including the worst economic consequences—have been avoided when the health of the public is prioritised.
In other words, the most effective economic policy has also been to ensure first and foremost that the
community is safe.
And as many have now explained, having a state of emergency in place does not mean restrictions won’t be
eased. Indeed, the opposite is true—the measures enabled by a state of emergency, such as COVID-Safe plans
for businesses, are critical to reopening the economy.
But unlike other states and territories across Australia which have no limits on the duration that they can be
under a state of emergency, Victoria does. We have the most stringent form of this type of legislation across
the country—and that’s not changing.
And as those opposite also well know, the legislation, even when amended, will continue to be the most
conservative version of its kind in Australia.
Indeed this bill increases the reporting and accountability requirements to the Victorian Parliament. It
increases checks and balances, while allowing decisions to be made on expert medical advice to keep us safe.
The state of emergency is a legal instrument that lets the chief health officer issue directions to manage the
pandemic.
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For example, directing people to isolate if they have the virus, directing people to wear a mask, or directing
workplaces to enact COVID-safe plans to protect their staff and customers.
The notion that we don’t require any rules after September is unrealistic and dangerous. We cannot be in a
situation where the chief health officer does not have the tools he needs to get us through this.
And it baffles me that those opposite can cry ‘Dictatorship!’ when their own Liberal colleagues interstate are
exercising powers under even more far reaching legislation!
But this isn’t really about public health or economics to those opposite, is it?
This is nothing more than a cynical, opportunistic attempt at relevance; disgracefully drumming up fear and
confusion in Victorians who, understandably, are feeling the fatigue of the enormous challenge that confronts us.
In their minds it’s simple. There is a choice—we stick together, we beat this virus, we avoid the worst human
consequences of it and our economy recovers. Or we humour conspiracy theorists, fan the flames of populist
rubbish, prolong the virus and from that we can ride the wave of division to electoral victory.
They know exactly what they’re doing.
It’s no different to John Howard and his cosy arrangement with Pauline Hanson. And it’s no different to the
Prime Minister’s failure to admonish Craig Kelly for the attention-seeking nonsense that comes out of his
mouth.
The problem with this approach is that at some point you need a plan for governing. At some point you need
to be held responsible for the choices you make.
And Victorians are not so easily deceived.
We see how disingenuous and dangerous this position is.
This legislation allows for the extension of the state of emergency for an additional six months—in four-week
intervals that must be based on the most up to date health advice from the chief health officer.
If the opposition is serious about helping Victorians, I suggest that they spend less time trying to derail the
work that every Victorian has put into bring case numbers down.
On Sunday our Premier will announce a roadmap to reopening Victoria to provide certainty and clarity to
communities and businesses.
This roadmap is not possible without having sensible, safe measures in place through the state of emergency
and the ability to continue to respond to emerging outbreaks.
When restrictions are lifted, when we can move towards a new normal, it will be due to the hard work and
sacrifice of every single Victorian who has acted to control the spread of the virus.
And it will be in spite of the actions of those opposite, who have so vehemently tried to ensure we never get
there.
I commend the bill to the house.

Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown)
I rise to make a contribution to the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension
and Other Matters) Bill 2020.
The impact of COVID-19 has been unparalleled.
We have seen, and continue to see, the incomparable effects of the coronavirus, some of which have caused
unforeseeable tragedy in our communities.
The Victorian Labor government has worked tirelessly in the face of the greatest public health challenge of
our time. We continue to confront this emergency each day, and we grieve for the loss of lives and livelihoods
that it is taking across our state, our country and the world.
While we have seen improvements in the rate of transmission, now is not the time to become complacent or
to ease our response. As has been evident during stage 4 restrictions in metropolitan Melbourne and stage 3
restrictions in regional Victoria there is still an irrefutable need to act with the greatest urgency and caution.
It is not a matter of choice, but a matter of necessity. Importantly, we have a significant obligation to continue
ensuring that our state is kept safe and supported throughout this crisis. Within this responsibility comes the
need to proceed with the application of critical public health measures to slow the spread of COVID-19. We
have fortunately seen the number of cases decrease within the past month, yet this is primarily due to both the
public health measures put into effect by our government, as well as the role that every Victorian has played
in doing their part.
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However, some of these key measures, including the use of emergency powers to enact returned traveller
mandatory quarantine programs, as well as the implementation of stages 3 and 4 lockdowns, are only at our
disposal when there is a state of emergency declared. This state of emergency was first declared in mid-March
2020 in response to COVID-19 and has been extended several times. However, under the current Public
Health and Wellbeing Act, the declaration of a state of emergency can only extend for a total period of six
months, meaning it cannot be extended beyond mid-September this year.
Therefore this bill amends the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 to provide that a state of emergency
can be declared for a period of no longer than 12 months, meaning the current state-of-emergency declaration
in response to COVID-19 can be extended beyond the existing limit of six months. Victoria must have the
full capacity to respond critically and proactively to any emerging outbreaks or risks. Should the amendment
not be granted, our state will have limited means and preparedness to address another potential wave and
protect Victorian lives. We do not want to be put in a vulnerable or ill-equipped position in the case of another
escalated emergency, which is why this legislative change is necessary in our response.
Although we may continue to have a decrease in the number of cases, what we do know is that COVID-19 is
likely to remain a significant risk to public health beyond mid-September 2020. This is not merely our
opinion; it is based on the most updated health advice from the chief health officer. We cannot neglect or
undermine the evidence; instead we need to retain a baseline of legal directions to keep the community safe.
Restrictive measures will still be required beyond the six-month statutory limitation in our attempt to curtail
COVID-19 transmissions, as is clear in the most up-to-date epidemiological indications. Without the
extension of the state-of-emergency period, the chief health officer will not have the ability to direct
preventative responses in a bid to decrease further transmission. This response does not solely entail decisions
surrounding lockdown or stay-at-home requirements, it will also hinder the CHO’s capacity to limit the size
of gatherings, the quarantining of arriving travellers from overseas, the requirement to wear a face covering
and workplace restrictions and limitations—regulations which we have relied on to get us through this
pandemic, and regulations that we will need to continue administering beyond the middle of September. This
is not simply about the current restrictions in place; it is about allowing legally binding health directives to be
issued by the chief health officer to ensure that we do not spiral into another public health crisis. Considering
the state-of-emergency declaration is set to expire in the coming weeks, it is critical to understand what this
will mean for our state. We must remember the importance of the health advice we are receiving. Our
approach has always been evidence-based, and it must continue this way.
It is no surprise that COVID-19 will still pose a serious risk to the health of all Victorians beyond the next
few weeks. In fact, it is estimated to remain a threat to public health for over six months beyond this period.
Although there is no certainty regarding the length in which this will remain a serious public health risk, it is
essential that our government is equipped with the adequate resources to handle all possible emergencies. It
is also worth noting that our government’s roadmap regarding the plan and path forward is underpinned by
the state of emergency and the ability to continue to respond to emerging outbreaks. The wellbeing of every
single Victorian is fundamental right now. This is the only public health-led response that will get us through
this pandemic.
The bill will also enhance the parliamentary reporting requirements in relation to the COVID‐19 state-ofemergency declaration, requiring the Minister for Health to report to both houses of Parliament where there
is any extension and the reasons for such extensions. As well as this, the bill now provides that this advice
will be tabled in full and enables this report to be tabled out of session, meaning that the advice will be
provided to this Parliament simultaneously. This bill is backed by complete transparency and will ensure that
the Victorian Parliament is held accountable in all aspects of reporting and response.
The bill will also alter the circumstances in which the chief health officer may authorise authorised officers
to exercise certain powers, ensuring that it can be beyond doubt that the CHO can issue health directives
during the state of emergency. There is no-one above the law in this situation—every single person in charge
of making decisions that impact that Victorian people will be held accountable. These are important decisions
that are not made lightly. This is not about politics; this is about the health advice that should be central to
each and every decision that is made in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The nature of COVID-19 has meant that there is a continuous risk of outbreaks even when there are low
numbers in cases, which has been demonstrated on multiple occasions with large outbreaks stemming from
small, or single cases. Therefore, it is essential that the amended bill will also clarify that public health risk
powers and emergency powers can be exercised by an authorised officer in response to a serious risk to public
health when the rate of community transmission of an infectious disease—being COVID-19—is low or there
have been no cases for a period of time and that the chief health officer, as an authorised officer, may exercise
public health risk powers or emergency powers under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act where authorised
officers are authorised to do so.
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The Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill is a
necessary means to further protecting the lives of all Victorians. At the core of this bill is the capacity to enact
immediate and urgent measures if needed. This amendment will ensure that our legislation is fit for its purpose
at this time. We cannot remain stagnant during this period. Just as we are asking our communities to take
unprecedented measures to protect themselves, we must also do all that we can to safeguard the livelihoods
of Victorians in this state.
Our community comes together at the best and worst of times. We have seen this on several occasions within
this year alone. Although we have a significant responsibility in making these decisions, we know that they
will protect Victorians.
At the heart of this bill is the people of our state.
Above all else, we owe it to them to continue doing all that we can to slow the spread, and most importantly
to save lives. This bill will do just that.

Ms RICHARDS (Cranbourne)
I am honoured to add my contribution in support of the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of
Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020 and in doing so dedicate this contribution to the people
at the front line. This legislation has been developed for them, because without it we cannot keep people safe.
I contribute today in recognition of the importance of this Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of
Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020 being brought to this Parliament at such an important
juncture in Victoria’s history.
This bill lengthens the period for which a state of emergency can be declared from six months to 12 months to
give the chief health officer the framework needed to keep Victorians safe throughout the global pandemic. Each
extension of the state of emergency will continue to be reviewed on a monthly basis on the advice of the chief
health officer. It will also clarify that the chief health officer has the legal framework needed to issue directions
to protect public health and wellbeing. Importantly it enhances reporting and accountability requirements to the
Victorian Parliament when a state-of-emergency declaration is extended beyond six months.
This is not, in any sense, an attempt at unchecked, unaccountable control over the lives of the Victorian people.
This provides the chief health officer with the same tools that are available in every other state in this country.
Without this mechanism we cannot require those who contract the virus to isolate, we cannot require people
to wear masks in public. Without it we would be ill equipped to deal with future outbreaks.
Importantly this contribution allows me the opportunity to thank the people of Victoria for their extraordinary
response in taking collective action in response to the global COVID-19 pandemic.
2020 has been a year like no other.
I thank people particularly in my community for staying at home and only leaving for the four reasons we
know so well. I am grateful for the spirit of solidarity I have experienced and observed and I know has been
expressed to me in my many conversations on the phone and over Zoom in the past months.
I offer my deepest condolences to those who have lost family members to this terrible disease; my thoughts
and prayers are with you at this most difficult time.
I take this opportunity to thank our hardworking police and PSOs, with a particular focus on those who work
and serve the Cranbourne community. I take the opportunity to acknowledge this has been a very difficult
year and would like to honour the work of Wayne Gatt and the police association in supporting their members.
Hour after hour, day after day our healthcare providers are providing extraordinary clinical care, and you are
the focus of many of us in government.
I am grateful to our pharmacists—and here I acknowledge Anthony Tassone as one of the many hardworking
community pharmacists who serve Cranbourne.
I give thanks to our personal care attendants, many of whom have toiled at the front line in support of our
most vulnerable—our senior citizens.
Our paramedics have been extraordinary, and in particular I pay my respects to the Victorian Ambulance
Union. I am grateful to all the paramedics, but I am particularly conscious of those at the Cranbourne branch
and acknowledge the wisdom of Danny Hill and his team for doing a terrific job under difficult circumstances
in supporting his comrades.
I thank the local GPs in the primary care system and the medical doctors in our hospital system.
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I am in awe of the ancillary workers in our healthcare and aged-care system. The cleaners and orderlies have
always been at the centre of our government’s agenda, and I take this opportunity to thank them and acknowledge
the Health Workers Union and their secretary Diana Asmar for her role in advocating on their behalf.
In these past days I have had the great honour of consulting with Lisa Fitzpatrick, and I again thank the
ANMF, including Pip Carew and Paul Gilbert and their 90 000 members for all that they do. These clinicians
remind us what it means to use their voices to raise the concerns of those at the front line; their advocacy alone
and this government’s commitment to listen carefully to their voices is the reason we have nurse-to-patient
ratio legislation in Victoria. Whilst acknowledging our hardworking registered and enrolled nurses, I would
like to praise my extraordinary niece Zara Phillips for playing her part as a frontline healthcare worker during
this pandemic—a woman who never steps away from a crisis and is a wonderful support to our whole family
but a person who is toiling away in the ward of a hospital and is one of the many of the last line of defence
who deserve the safety and security this legislation brings.
I note the language the opposition use in referring to our public servants has a pejorative edge to it. I remind
them that our servants of the public, including our bureaucrats, are these nurses, doctors, clinicians, cleaners,
ancillary workers, pharmacists and personal care attendants.
I have spent some time over these past days in conversation with the Electrical Trades Union, and I would
like to acknowledge their role in supporting their members. Those in the opposition are terrified of the role
unions play in supporting workers, but if ever there was a time for us to remember that people need to be safe
at work, it is now. And it is the social care that also sits at the centre of my union’s work. Through the Centre
for U, the ETU is providing mental health support, personal and family service, financial counselling,
workplace support and health services. Well done to Troy Gray, Arron Harris, Ivan Balta and Danny Filazzola
for living your values and putting your members first at a time when many are suffering.
While the opposition is doing its best to conjure up fear and anxiety around our future, this Labor government
is working alongside health experts, scientists and medical professionals to plan our way out so that we can
find a new COVID normal. These are important decisions. The health advice, not politics, should be at the heart
of every decision that is made in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. The opposition can continue to create
division in this Parliament and create fear across our state, but it is our most vulnerable that need our support.
Cranbourne is not divided; our community is not divided.
The great strength of Cranbourne is our diversity. I am grateful for the communities who have spent time with
me—mostly on weekends—and chatted about how we can best defeat this wicked enemy.
I have spent many hours recently with the Filipino community and would like to put on the record my
appreciation on behalf of the Victorian community for the impact of this great diaspora on the fabric of our
great state. Many Filipino Australians are engaged in essential caring roles, as nurses, personal care attendants
and doctors in aged care, the hospital system and disability support services. I am pleased there are so many
Filipino Australians who have chosen to make Cranbourne home and would like to acknowledge the time
given to me in recent weeks by community leaders like Melba Marginson, Reverend Berlin Guerrero and
Sister Patricia Fox, all of whom generously provided insights into how we can best support people
undertaking precarious employment at the front line.
The Victorian community is grateful for your support and I thank you.
I am grateful for the Afghan-Australian community for the strength of their response to this pandemic. I
particularly am appreciative of the work of the Bakhtar cultural association for the way they took it upon
themselves to telephone people to ensure that their community have all the information necessary to stay safe.
I would also like to thank nurse Machid Mali for providing her clinical expertise at our Saturday coffee catchup as well as Zakia Baig for her generosity in bringing this online catch-up together, and of course local retired
nurse Hannah Spanswick for her generosity and clear speaking.
The Cranbourne community is well served by Andrew Gai and the South Sudanese-Australian community
who have chosen to make Melbourne’s south-east home. Great insight and clinical expertise with gentle care
was provided by Dr Bol Juolthor as he clearly supported me in our conversation about keeping people safe.
Cranbourne is well served by the passion of our traders association, ably led by Judy Davis. I feel fortunate
to have a woman of Judy’s calibre in Cranbourne, a woman who cares passionately about the best of us and
only speaks with generosity of her neighbours.
Schools in Cranbourne are amazing. Our early childhood educators have kept rolling on through this global
pandemic. Our teachers across primary and secondary schools have been extraordinary, and I come away
from every conversation enlivened by their tenacity and ability to adapt. Thank you!
In conclusion I would like to thank the people who have staffed my electorate office and taken their role in
service to the Cranbourne community with great pride. My colleagues in the Cranbourne electorate office
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have worked days and evenings and weekends, calling first Cranbourne residents who are over 80, then over
70, then into the broader community. I thank Jamie Trotter, Karen Moxey, Alison Edwards, Naomi Bridge,
John Stanley, Connor Grant, John Jia and Margie Raman for all you have done over these past months, going
over and above.
Your focus on service is a source of great comfort to our community and I thank you.
I commend this bill to the house.

Ms GREEN (Yan Yean)
I join the debate in support of the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension
and Other Matters) Bill 2020, specifically in relation to the state-of-emergency powers, and I indicate that I
oppose the politically motivated amendments proposed by the Leader of the Opposition.
We’ve all got COVID overload and want our lives to return to some form of normality, so it is understandable
to be alarmed at concepts and regulations that are rarely used.
On Monday, 24 August, the Premier announced that legislative changes will be introduced into the Victorian
Parliament to ensure that public health directions protecting Victorians from coronavirus can continue to be
enforced.
The main experience that Victorians have of state-of-emergency (SOE) and state-of-disaster powers is in the
context of bushfires. Almost no Victorian alive has lived during a world pandemic. Only the few that are over
100 years old are able to claim that.
Some of the key public health protections required to manage this pandemic are only available when a state
of emergency has been declared.
It is necessary to amend the legislation so that a state of emergency, and powers under it, can continue to be
used beyond mid-September, when the current SOE expires.
For starters let me be clear.
This extension has nothing to do with the current stage 4 restrictions and lockdown rules, which end on
13 September.
This is not about keeping the lockdowns going—the Leader of the Opposition knows this, and it was
disappointing in the extreme that he began his speech to this Parliament misleading the community that these
proposals will see a six-month extension of lockdown when clearly they will not.
It’s shame that the Liberal and National parties in Victoria have been unable to emulate their Canberra
counterparts and work collaboratively across party lines for the good of the community. Our country has not
seen a threat like this except during bushfires and the two great wars. The community has welcomed the
establishment of the national cabinet and the mostly argument-free work that has come from that
unprecedented collaboration.
We have actually been in the state of emergency since March of this year. Even when our restaurants and
gyms were reopened, we were in the state of emergency.
Other states are also in a state of emergency, but their legal time frames have no time limits on them.
Victoria’s proposed extension is limited—it means that the state of emergency will be reviewed every four
weeks.
We also need to amend the legislation so that a state of emergency, and powers under it, can continue to be
used to protect the community and the economy when there are low or no cases in Victoria. Some have
questioned why there is a need for powers when there’s low or no cases in Victoria—that is because we want
to keep it that way.
I am gobsmacked that three of the five upper house members representing the Yan Yean electorate in the
upper house voted against this legislation. It beggars belief that they voted against additional protections for
regional Victorians from visitation by Melburnians during this period while the virus is way more prevalent
in Melbourne.
It will enable continued restrictions for things like wearing face masks in public or requiring workplaces and
venues to have a COVID-safe plan or mandating a person to self-isolate when they are diagnosed with
coronavirus.
If the Parliament does not extend the state of emergency, the chief health officer will not have the necessary
power to retain and make these restrictions to keep us safe.
For our economy to recover we need the right scaffolding to support our businesses reopening and to start
from a sustainable base. And that means carefully stepping out of the health crisis so that confidence returns.
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Until there is a vaccine, our community needs to continue our fight against coronavirus.
By extending the state of emergency, we can continue efforts to keep all Victorians safe and get through this
as quickly as possible.
If we can end the state of emergency sooner, we will.
Does extending the state of emergency mean extending the current restrictions? No. It does not change how
long our current lockdown will last or increase the restrictions in place.
It just means that a state of emergency can continue only if required until mid-March 2021.
Some of our current protections that are in place under the state of emergency will remain necessary beyond
mid-September this year, when the state of emergency would otherwise expire. For example, people
diagnosed with coronavirus would still be required to self-isolate.
How is the state of emergency reviewed? The Minister for Health makes the declaration of a state of
emergency based on the advice of the chief health officer.
The state of emergency is reviewed every four weeks. It is only renewed after consultation with both the chief
health officer and the emergency management commissioner.
Why an extra six months? Coronavirus is highly infectious, and until we have a vaccine then some directions
of the chief health officer may need to remain.
We have actually been in the state of emergency since March of this year. Even when our restaurants and
gyms were reopened, we were still in the state of emergency.
Other states are also in a state of emergency, but their legal time frames have no time limits on them.
Victoria’s proposed extension is limited—it means that the state of emergency will be reviewed every four
weeks for no more than an extra 12 months.
The current laws weren’t written for a prolonged pandemic, and we need to change them to respond as best
we can to this virus.
Given the last significant pandemic was the poorly named Spanish flu some 100 years ago, it’s not surprising
that humanity is struggling to come to terms with it. Most of my life when the word ‘pandemic’ has been used
it’s been used in the same sentence as other unlikely events, such as an alien attack, a giant locust plague or
an act God as listed in the fine print of a scantly read or referred to insurance policy.
There’s an often-used saying that a week is a long time in politics, but this pandemic year seems to have
rushed by like dog years. For all humanity it feels like decades that we’ve been living with this virus, but its
existence has been known for a mere nine months. The first time the word ‘pandemic’ was used in this
Legislative Assembly was as recent as 5 March, a mere six months ago. Over the last decade in Parliament
the word ‘pandemic’ has been used on average once or twice a year. In the past six months we seem to have
spoken of nothing but the pandemic
This viral pandemic has challenged the whole world. It’s challenged my community enormously, but the
fundamentally good hearts in the Yan Yean community are coming to the fore and people are being kind and
helping each other out.
I want to give some well-earned shout-outs and bouquets, to all frontline workers—retail, transport, baristas,
cleaners, childcare workers, aged-care workers and of course our health heroes; to nurses like my friend Susan
Kennedy, who works at St Vincent’s with some of the most disadvantage patients in Victoria; and to the Local
Doctor practice led by Dr Chris Irwin, who at his own cost kitted out his team with the best PPE money could
buy, including respirators so these GPs and nurses could safely continue to give excellent care.
I feel for the businesses who have closed their doors temporarily but worse still for those who’ve closed
forever. Travel agents and airline staff have been particularly hard hit. Before the virus Diamond Creek had
three travel agents. Now Flight Centre has closed for good. Darebin Travel has served the Diamond Valley
community for decades, almost 40 years. Owner Andrew Gillard hasn’t just been a travel agent for decades;
he’s been an integral part of the community, a former president of the Diamond Creek Traders Association
and a volunteer with Angel Flight Australia—this charity flies country people to specialist medical treatment.
I was worried our district had lost Andrew’s skill for good, but he’s merely moved from Diamond Creek to
smaller premises in Yarrambat. Like many I yearn to go on holiday again, and let’s all make a pact—don’t
use an internet search engine; support fabulous small businesses instead, who will be there for you if you get
stuck in New York having lost your flight connection back to Oz. I’ll never forget Andrew taking my call in
the middle of night when this did happen to me. Booking.com won’t do that for you, but a living, breathing
travel agent will.
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Teachers and parents across Yan Yean schools who’ve had to adjust to distance learning I know will all get
through this.
Nillumbik has the highest participation in organised sport in Victoria, so thanks to the club volunteers who’ve
been keeping their clubs going virtually, to coaches who have designed training programs and run them
virtually and to Craig Huggins, who has done weekly shout-outs to Panton Hill Football Club sponsors and
encouraged members to keep supporting sponsors while their businesses are doing it tough.
Condolences, Craig, for the loss of your mum, Joyce, to this terrible disease, and thank you for sharing your
story and hers. We owe to Joyce and all in aged care who have lost their lives. My staff and I were especially
affected by the infection of more than 80 people in the Aurrum Aged Care Plenty cluster. This facility is
across the road from our office. We mourn those who we’ve lost and will those still struggling with the ravages
of this virus to get well.
Hurstbridge Virtual Wattle Festival and the Hurstbridge Merrymakers Scarecrows are a great example of the
community coming together and creating some fun and cheer for the township. I believe there were more
than 100 scarecrows on display.
Levi Wallace (age 20) from Hurstbridge, who works at Diamond Creek Coles, has said:


He has had very pleasant encounters with customers.



He has noticed that they go out of their way to say things like ‘thanks’ and ‘good job’.



The only downside is that he can’t hear everything through the masks but that people are always
friendly.

I have enjoyed the poem by Hazel Glen College grade 6 student Antara. It’s a great read and uplifting.


It’s great to see Victorians, particularly those across my electorate, lending a helping hand to those
in need. We’ve got some fantastic community organisations, such as Love in Action, St Vincent
de Paul, Plenty Life Church and Foodbank. It is in the worst of times that we often find the best of
ourselves, and it has been wonderful to see the reports on local Facebook pages of community
members who have had their shopping generously paid for by a kind-hearted stranger.



Diamond Creek Rotary have been operating a SecondBite site out of the Uniting Church hall,
giving out food to those who need it. Thank you, Josh Allen, and all other Rotary members who
are safely and compassionately doing this important work.



A special mention to Natalie Duffy and her Giving Tree project. This fabulous project involves
sending artwork and photos of local places to our neighbours in nursing homes.



Hurstbridge Primary School are hosting a trivia night on 12 September to raise much-needed funds
for Diamond Valley Community Support. Many members of our communities have been able to
use their services through Foodbank, school funding, clothing, Coles vouchers et cetera recently,
and the school wanted to give back to the charity.



To our local businesses who are trying to do their best to maintain normalcy and positivity in this
pandemic—thank you. A special shout-out to Vito from Local Fine Foods and Daniel from
Diamond Creek Meats—not only are they offering free home deliveries, but the deliveries come
with words of encouragement and kindness—and to our local community Facebook pages and
contributors for their shout-outs to local businesses.



Australia Post staff who are working to the equivalent of Christmas deliveries every day with the
increase of online shopping while people are working from home.



Great to see local Spoonvilles pop up across the electorate, including in Mernda, Doreen,
Hurstbridge and Diamond Creek. I especially loved the work of the Gatto children in Doreen.



Mitchell Shire—for their T-shirts and face masks. Now they’re on the map!



To the churches doing Zoom services to keep up the spirits of their worshippers—thank you.



Elmo and Cookie Monster brought a smile to our faces as they went for a bike ride on the Diamond
Creek Trail. To bring a little fun into our lives, Elmo and Cookie are encouraging local community
members to do their exercise in costumes (and of course their masks) on the weekend of 12 and
13 September.



Little acts of kindness—it’s been heartwarming to see and hear stories of community members
going out of their way to bring cheer to their neighbours. Whether it’s putting a lovely letter or
drawing in the letterbox, baking cakes and cookies for their neighbours or even dropping off
sunflower seeds in packets, these little acts of kindness show what an amazing community we have.
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I have a few brickbats. Tony Abbott—old lives matter! Craig Kelly—stop distributing pseudoscience and go
back to selling furniture.
But then there’s been those entitled types who think that rules simply don’t apply to them. A recent Nillumbik
council meeting revealed that a councillor had breached the councillor code of conduct by approaching
objectors to a planning application without an officer present. This councillor used his usual bullying modus
operandi by showing up unannounced on the doorsteps of two separate properties in Yarrambat (calling
5 minutes before from your car doesn’t count as notice). It seemed the sole purpose of his unauthorised visit
was to tell them that as the chair of the planning committee he had already seen a not-yet-public report from
council officers recommending the proposal (in breach of council’s planning scheme) and by implication that
their objections had already fallen on deaf ears. Worse still, these unauthorised visits to properties in
Yarrambat were by an Eltham-based councillor who resides more than 10 kilometres away and who I
understand has been refused an essential work permit.
These visits occurred during the first week of stage 4 restrictions. Cr Clarke, you may think that you’ve gotten
away with numerous corruptions of local government laws and regulations during your past four years in
office, but the rules actually do apply to you too. I sincerely hope the police throw the book at you and fine
you for breaching the lockdown and potentially endangering the health of my constituents.
Your behaviour is just as criminal as the vandals who set fire to the pop-up testing centre in Mernda.
However, I will finish on an up note.
I want to thank the many local morale boosters who’ve given us comedy gold via Facebook. Doreen’s Denise
Ferguson could certainly take her show on the road—not sure I’d recommend the cruise ship circuit, but I
reckon she could entertain a local bowls club crowd and even replace an overseas comedy act at next year’s
comedy festival. She had us on the edge of our seats in anticipation as she perused her wardrobe for what to
wear to greet an expected parcel delivery man. The resultant horror costume and mask had me in stitches.
Mary and Val Simpson have entertained and given us a bird’s-eye view of lockdown life at ‘Simpsonia
Manor’. The high teas have been a delicious site to behold.
To the electorate of Yan Yean, overwhelmingly, thank you. Together we will get through this.
I commend the bill to the house.

Mr HAMER (Box Hill)
I rise to make a contribution on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension
and Other Matters) Bill 2020.
I’d like to begin with a heartfelt thanks to all health workers in the Box Hill community. I am honoured to
support your work, and whether you cook meals for patients, perform administrative duties or work as a
clinician, the work that you do to keep us safe is incredible and cherished by all of us.
And because I am proud to support those health workers, I never doubted the importance of the bill that we
debate today. It is clear enough to me that we need to give health workers the protection they need so they
can be as safe as possible. It’s even clearer that the measures that are made possible by a state of emergency
have worked in bringing the numbers down and will continue to work as we get through this together.
To the Box Hill community—thank you to each and every person who has done the right thing. People have
stayed home, taken up the ask to wear a mask and maintained social distancing. People have enjoyed our
terrific local parks in the safest way possible.
It’s incredible to see the resilience of my own community, which like many has not been immune from this
virus but which has seen relatively low levels of transmission. This is a testament to the work that locals have
done, and the sacrifices that they have made. For that, I am extraordinarily grateful.
The purpose of the bill that we are debating today is to continue to allow public health orders to be made in
response to a pandemic, the likes of which we have not seen for 100 years.
These orders may include basic measures such as mandatory face coverings, requiring people who test
positive to self-isolate at home and implementing density restrictions on workplaces (particularly those
frequented by members of the public) to limit the spread of the virus.
I note that in the last week, the Tasmanian Liberal government quietly extended its state of emergency to
allow it to continue with a level of public health restrictions that was commensurate with its very low case
numbers. I also note that other provisions of the main act continue to apply, including the principle of
proportionality.
The reason why I support this bill is because of what it means if it is not passed. It means that it will not be
possible to implement any of the public health measures that are needed to gradually ease restrictions in a
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way that is safe for all of our community. To be clear, the purpose of this bill is not to extend the current
restrictions for as long as possible.
Many countries have tried various levels of restrictions to combat this virus—to varying levels of success. To
my knowledge, there has not been a single country or region that has tried to manage this pandemic not just
without the full suite of tools at its disposal but without any tools whatsoever, which is effectively what some
in this Parliament have argued. This would result in a purely reactive response that treats the symptoms but
does not address the cause.
Without the ability to make appropriate public health orders, case numbers would no doubt rise and again
place the burden on our overworked healthcare teams.
Let me be clear—living with these restrictions has not been easy. I understand how hard these restrictions
have been on residents across the Box Hill electorate and across the state. I understand how tough it has been
for businesses across the electorate, many of whom have had to close. I understand how tough it has been for
workers who have lost their jobs and face uncertain futures ahead of them. I also know how much children
would like to get back to school and how much grandparents miss seeing and hugging their grandchildren.
Believe me, there is nothing more that I would want to see. But wishing it to be over does not get rid of the
fact that the pandemic is still present in the community, and without a gradual easing of public health orders
all the hard work that our community has done to date will have been wasted.
I note that the opposition have finally proposed amendments to the legislation, which acknowledge that public
health orders are required after 13 September. Yet this would be news to the thousands of Victorians who
received the Leader of the Opposition’s newsletter—which only talked about opposing further restrictions. It
would also be news to the members of the opposition who last week openly and publicly rejected any
extension of the public health orders.
Spurred on by some of these reckless claims, I have received an enormous amount of correspondence in
recent days from constituents in relation to this matter. Some agree with the need for continuing public health
orders, some do not want the government to have any powers to control the pandemic, while others have
argued for a more nuanced position. I want to thank everyone who has contacted my office and also thank
my staff for the tireless work that they have put in to answer constituent queries. I do particularly want to
thank those who have not just stated their position but have put forward alternative suggestions about how
the governance of the pandemic could be managed going forward.
Some have expressed concern about a lack of parliamentary oversight. I am saddened to say that some of the
feedback into my electorate has likened these measures to Nazi-era measures, or otherwise expressed a
concern that we are somehow in a dictatorship under the measures proposed in this bill. These concerns are
without foundation and have been fuelled by those who choose to stoke fear rather than bring people together.
As the son of a Holocaust survivor, I find these comparisons completely abhorrent. Between the ages of four
and seven, my father—along with his family—was on the run from a regime not determined to protect them
but from a regime determined to exterminate them.
The very fact that we are in this chamber debating this bill demonstrates the state of our parliamentary
democracy and the continued importance of our democratic institutions.
We are debating the efficacy or otherwise of these measures, and it is happening in full view of the public
eye. Indeed, we are the only state in Australia that has required the government to return to Parliament to
enable the passage of public health orders during a pandemic.
We do not know when the present public health crisis will end. It is something we have not seen in 100 years,
when life looked very different. I know we all wish it could be over today, but wishful thinking will not get
us through this.
We stand here in this place facing a challenge that no-one anticipated at the last election. The word
‘unprecedented’ is often used, but I think it is a worthy description of the circumstances we face and our
response to those circumstances. To see my own vibrant community come to a halt was devastating, even as
support measures were quickly put in place to help traders and workers get through this.
I am optimistic that we can get through this. It is that optimism that drives me to support the bill before us. I
know it will help drive down the spread as the world’s brightest minds work on a vaccine. Life will look a
little different in the meantime—but we have the strength and resilience to adapt.
And in the end, I know our community will be a better place for it.
I commend the bill to the house.
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Ms HUTCHINS (Sydenham—Minister for Crime Prevention, Minister for Corrections, Minister
for Youth Justice, Minister for Victim Support) (14:53): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned until later this day.
COVID-19 COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT (EXTENSION) BILL 2020
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms HORNE:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (14:54): I am pleased to rise as lead speaker for the opposition on the
COVID-19 Commercial and Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension) Bill 2020.
The bill amends four acts: the COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 2020, the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997, the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018 and the Consumer and Other
Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Act 2020, which I note has not yet actually gone through the
Parliament. I also note at the outset that the opposition will not be opposing the bill, but we are certainly
not supporting it either.
I thank the minister’s staff for the briefing, and I note that the opposition received this briefing at
2 o’clock last Wednesday afternoon, 2 September, having received the actual bill from the government
at 12.35 pm, a mere 85 minutes earlier. As I was thinking about this, I thought, ‘Well, this really sums
up where we’re up to’. It shows just how chaotic and out of control this government is, and I do not
blame the staff and the public servants but rather their so-called leaders, including of course the
Premier and his ministers, who should be leading with a clear pathway forward but sadly are not.
Prior to yesterday the Parliament had not sat since 18 June, some 11 weeks ago, but despite this the
government was unable to provide the opposition with a copy of what they deem to be an urgent bill
until two days before they wanted it passed through the Parliament. As I said, this reflects the essence
of the chaos that has enveloped this government. It is symptomatic of the way we are lurching
aimlessly all around in response to the COVID-19 health issue with absolutely no clear plan for our
health and also importantly no economic plan to get the state out of the current mess that we are in.
It is very important, as I make my contribution this afternoon, that we set the context as to where we
currently find ourselves. The complete mess that all Victorians now find themselves in is a direct result
of the catastrophic mismanagement and failures of the incompetent Andrews government, whether
that be the hotel quarantine fiasco, the extraordinary failures in the contact-tracing system or just the
overall negligence and incompetence of the Premier and his ministers. The Andrews government has
a lot to answer for. This will go down undoubtedly in Australia’s history as the worst public policy
failure in the nation.
As we look at the results of the other states, we can see just how bad things are here in Victoria and
why we are in this crisis. If we compare ourselves to other Australian states, we can see that we have
had the strictest lockdowns and yet we have got the worst results, so what is going on? We have got
25 per cent of the population and we have had 75 per cent of the COVID cases and almost 90 per cent
of the deaths. That is 650 Victorians, and I note my sympathy for the family and friends of those who
have passed away; 650 Victorians have perished here as a result of the incompetence of this Labor
government. Even today I see that my colleague Ms Crozier from the other place has issued a press
release, and I want to read a couple of quotes from that:
Today’s reported figures of sadly a further 59 deaths with 50 occurring in July and August shows just how
compromised data management is within the Andrews Labor Government.
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And she goes on:
Every day the Premier presents the official figures, but what is the point of him doing this if the figures he is
presenting do not actually reflect the current situation?

Ms Crozier says:
Victorians want confidence in the system. Under the Andrews Labor Government, there’s been too much
spin and secrecy and not enough transparency.

And I think she is 100 per cent right in relation to that, because fancy having a situation where the
Premier is out there every day allegedly giving us accurate figures, and it is very obvious to everybody
now that that is not the case, because even today we had that extra 50 deaths from July and August
added into the 4 September figures. So it is a complete shambles. The government are just making it
up as they go.
Let us recap again as to how we got into the mess. We had the abject failure of the hotel quarantine
program, including the use of untrained personnel and lack of use of the Australian Defence Force.
Thankfully, there is another jurisdiction looking at that, doing an inquiry into that, and I trust that they
will be able to get answers. I trust that they will call the witnesses that can provide that information
before that particular inquiry, because for many of us who happened to watch the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee hearings in the last few weeks, we have seen the obfuscating and the ducking
and weaving by every member of the ministerial team in the government, led of course by the Premier.
The SPEAKER: Order! I will interrupt the member at that point. The time has arrived for me to
interrupt for the joint sitting to fill the Senate vacancy. I will ask the Clerk to ring the bells to call
members to the joint sitting. The Assembly will resume after the joint sitting has concluded, and the
bells will ring again at that time.
Sitting suspended 3.01 pm until 3.03 pm.
Mr ANGUS: I resume my contribution. As I was saying, in the context of how we got into this
mess, I had just talked about the hotel quarantine program and how that had been an unmitigated disaster
with the lack of use of the Australian Defence Force and the use of basically guards hired off Gumtree.
As an aside, I hope the Auditor-General is going to have a good look at that and see where the money
went. I could not believe how many tens and tens of millions of dollars had been spent on that. In fact
I think it went into more than $100 million on the whole program. I thought, ‘Gee, the state could have
bought a hotel for that and staffed it for goodness knows how many years’. So I hope the AuditorGeneral does have a good look at that in the course of his work in the not-too-distant future.
The second reason we are in this mess is the failed contact-tracing program. It is clearly not working.
I have given many examples. I just cited and read from the extract of Ms Crozier in the other place’s
media release from earlier today. That is an ongoing issue and should be quite an embarrassment for
the health minister and indeed for the Premier here in Victoria.
The lack of PPE for health workers is resulting in the significant incidence of health workers being
infected with COVID-19 despite us all being told that there are warehouses full of PPE available. We
see the photos and the news footage of the forklifts running around and the pallets of whatever is in
them, stacked up to the roof in some warehouse in some unknown location, but it is a pity, if that is
what is in there, that it is still in there and it is not out at the coalface where it needs to be, protecting
our frontline workers, the ones that are putting in so much hard work and working so diligently to
protect the broader community and indeed to look after those members of the community that are
unfortunate enough to have to avail themselves of the health system at this time.
We have had the endless backflips and inconsistencies. Let me just give a few examples. I do not want
to spend all of my time on that, but there was the Premier’s wink and nod to the Black Lives Matter
protest in June this year, with Victoria Police just watching on. I think about what a stark contrast that
is to what is going on now: people, as we saw yesterday, being arrested in their own home in their
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pyjamas, in front of their children, for putting something on Facebook. I saw at lunchtime today a clip
off Facebook someone had sent to me because they were just so alarmed at what they were watching.
I saw, I think it was, four or five police at the front door of a man’s property. He was upstairs talking
to the police quite civilly and they forced entry into his property and then put him to the ground when
he was arrested. I think the allegation in relation to that particular person was also putting words up on
Facebook.
So it is an extraordinary contrast as to where we have come in just those few months. The wearing of
masks—for months and months and months this year we were told that they were completely
unnecessary and now of course they are absolutely compulsory. The problem we have got is: what is
the sound medical advice? Clearly there is none, because we are flip-flopping all over the place on
these very important issues. We have got other ones: fishing, boating, playing golf, visiting partners—
and maternity ward visits were banned one minute and unbanned the next—so it is just all over the
place. Farmers markets were banned one night and unbanned within 24 hours.
The public are really wondering what is going on—and rightfully so, because it shows that there is no
real medical advice or science behind these illogical decisions. And that has got implications. It has
got implications for, obviously, each of us as we go about our lawful business, or what used to be our
lawful business, in many cases. We have got all sorts of additional constraints upon us. Fancy having
a curfew. I heard a noise the other night near my place and I thought, ‘I’ll just nip out and see what is
going on’, and then I looked at my watch and it was about 20 past 8 and I thought, ‘Well, I can’t even
go out my front gate because a divvy van might be around the corner and they might put the
comealongs on me’. Dear oh dear, to be thinking like that—the fear that is in the community is just
extraordinary.
One of the concerning things about the random management is that it flows into a range of areas,
including the real estate sector. That is what I want to now turn my attention to. I want to start by
reading an email that I received from a particular person at 8.57 pm last night, and I quote:
Please stop this criminal labor government from further destroying our freedom and society.
We have helped our tenants but we cannot sustain rent reductions forever.
Obviously, dictator dan sees landlords as greedy rich people who must pay their fair share. This is simply not
true.
Our business has stumbled on for 6 months and cannot sustain this forever.
Clearly this totalitarian government wants to destroy private enterprise as well as our freedom to promote
their socialist ideology.
I have never been so concerned for our society.
Please stop them.

I thought that was a very, very good summary as to where we are here in Victoria, and it is just so
alarming. I will be looking at both sides, from the landlord’s perspective and the tenant’s perspective,
but I have certainly got more feedback from landlords than tenants.
My electorate office is receiving huge numbers of inquiries from people with questions and concerns
regarding their property situation, and as I said, that is landlords and tenants, it is residential, it is
commercial—they are just coming through thick and fast.
Let me read an extract from another email that I also got last night, and these are not solicited, of
course; these are just pouring into my inbox on a daily basis. And I quote:
I strongly advocating for equitable measures to be in place for landlords who will be impacted by this
extension. It is also critical that the government has a workable and proactive plan. The stability of the
Victorian property market depends on the actions the government takes now.

I think that is exactly right, and I will be coming back to that a little bit later on in my contribution.
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We can remember if we turn our minds back to April this year—Wednesday, 25 April 2020, to be
precise—when the Premier was out there with other ministers issuing a press release in relation to the
scheme that he had dreamt up, or someone had dreamt up. The shambolic nature of it was unknown
at that time, but it soon came out. We can see there that he is throwing hundreds of millions of dollars
in that direction, but of course, like everything this government touches, they are good at the headline,
good at making the big numbers announcement, but very hopeless on the detail, and of course that is
where this has come to grief.
It was interesting: I was going back over this, and I saw that there were quotes on the rear of the press
release attributable to the Premier, the Treasurer, the Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and
Liquor Regulation, and the Minister for Small Business, Adem Somyurek. It just shows you perhaps
one of the reasons why things are so chaotic, because obviously those two ministers are no longer in
their positions. They have got other ministers coming to take those responsibilities, and clearly they
have been caught flat-footed and they are just thrashing about trying to work out a way out of the mess
that they have created.
It is interesting, because one of the things that the Treasurer on that day, or certainly on other occasions,
has continued to go on about, as if it is a marvellous salvation for property owners, is the whole issue
of land tax. I just want to remind the Treasurer, because I am not sure that he will be familiar with it,
that according to the State Revenue Office website, the quick calculator, if we look at land tax on a
property with a land value of $600 000, that is around $975 of land tax. If you equate that back, what
is a property with land of that amount going to be worth? I would say it would be a minimum of
$800 000—probably a bit more, but let us say $800 000—and therefore what that $975 of land tax
relief amounts to is probably a week and a bit in rent.
So it is very disingenuous for the Treasurer to come out time and again and to say that we are going
to look after landlords—that there is all this land tax relief. That is clearly a fallacy, because I think
the statistics, and I have not got them to hand, show that most investors have got only one investment
property. Then there is a cohort that have got two to three, and then there is a cohort that have got more
than that. Overwhelmingly, most people have just tried to help their superannuation a little bit. They
have perhaps got a little house, a factory or a shop or something like that. Most of them would have it
negatively geared, or certainly some debt on it anyway.
So the Premier and the Treasurer come out saying, ‘We’re going to save you. You can forgive
thousands and thousands of dollars worth of rent, and we will give you a few crumbs off our table’—
well under $1000 of land tax relief. That is just a complete and utter backhander to the investors, to
the mums and dads, to the self-funded retirees that have tried to get themselves ahead through their
financial prudence and good management. To see him treating people so dismissively like that is just
a dreadful thing in my view.
We note that as part of that announcement $2000 could be claimed from the government by a tenant
for payment to the landlord to assist with rental relief granted by the landlord. I note that amount has
now been increased to $3000. But sadly for all Victorians, and particularly for Victorian taxpayers and
landlords and indeed tenants really, this Labor scheme has ended up like most other Labor schemes,
being a complete and utter botch up. What we are seeing is tenants making claims that they are not
entitled to. I have had countless examples sent to my office from real estate agents, from property
managers and other people that are well informed in relation to these matters, just saying what a
shambles it is.
We have got tenants that have moved out of the property, heard about this and then put in a claim and
got given the money. Now, the money gets sent to the real estate agent’s account, and so technically,
because the landlord has forgiven the money, you would think, ‘Oh, well, that’d be passed on to the
landlord’—but no. The way the government have worded this and then obviously the way they have
got the department issuing instructions is that the money then gets remitted to the tenant whether or
not they are in need and whether or not they are still in the property. So we have ended up with a
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completely farcical situation where we have got tenants claiming funds when they are not entitled to
them. I had one example which was put to me: there were multiple tenants in one house and they heard
about this. They said, ‘Righto, let’s say we’re moving out. We’ll put in our claim’. It was $2000 a
head; I think there were three or four of them, so then they got their $6000 or $8000 and they think it
is Christmas. Half of them have gone to live back home with their mum and dad and half of them have
gone to live with other friends, and they are just making a profit.
So again, we have got a scheme here that prima facie sounds okay, maybe defendable, but then as with
all this Labor stuff, all these Labor schemes, it has been rorted and it is just a disgrace. I have got
emails here from agents acting for landlords where they are trying to remit the money because the
tenant has gone. They have written to the department saying, ‘The tenant’s gone. Everything’s fine
with the rent, there’s no discount, no need for the money at all’, and they have wanted to send it back,
and the department said, ‘No, no, we’re not taking it back. You keep it or give it to the tenant. Find
the tenant and give it to them. You’ve got no entitlement to it, really’. It is just an absolute shambles.
I could talk for hours on the number of examples that I have got, but my time is on the wing so I will
not. But suffice to say that there has been a shift now and the money can be remitted back to the
department, but goodness knows how many millions of dollars of your money and my money and
every other Victorian taxpayer’s money has gone down the drain in this shambolic scheme that the
Treasurer and the Premier thought up.
If we look at some other examples of situations—I will just read a couple of these into Hansard as
well. These are real situations that have been encountered. A tenant who is not suffering COVID-19
financial distress is currently more than $7000 in arrears. The landlord is in dire financial difficulty. A
VCAT order for the payment of the arrears has been made but the landlord cannot act until the end of
the moratorium, which is now in January 2021 and soon to be extended. This is another one. A tenant
was issued with a notice to vacate before COVID-19 hit because the owner wanted to move into the
property. The tenant does not communicate or pay rent. VCAT issued a warrant to evict the tenant,
but the police will not execute it. The property owner must live elsewhere until this is resolved while
paying for two properties. How can that be fair? How can that possibly be fair? You have got the poor
landlord there who is just caught between a rock and a hard place having to pay his own rent and not
getting any rent for his other property, which as I said before is probably encumbered and he has got
to service that debt. It is just outrageous.
I saw an email from senior police to certain people saying, ‘We will not execute the warrants of
possession’—this was some months ago—and that is just outrageous, particularly in light of the
example that I gave just a few moments ago where we have got a fellow who puts something up on
Facebook and he gets his front door smashed in by the big thing that cops use to break the door down
to get in and arrest him on his floor. It is just quite extraordinary, the priorities of Victoria Police. I am
not having a go at the members of Victoria Police; I am having a go at the political interference in
particularly senior command of Victoria Police. The political interference—that is the problem.
I have got another one. A commercial tenant has not paid any rent for a small shop since March and
is now $30 000 in arrears. The property owner is now being chased for council rates and body
corporate fees of more than $15 000. A tenant who has not been impacted by COVID-19 has simply
embarked on a rent strike and now owes more than $22 000 in rent arrears. VCAT issued a warrant in
March and then withdrew it because of the moratorium. The case has been back to VCAT three times
and keeps getting adjourned because the tenant makes promises that are not kept. The matter was last
listed in June and is still unresolved.
Here is just one last one I will share with you: a tenant who earns over $180 000 per annum has not
paid rent since the announcement of the moratorium. The tenant requested a 50 per cent rent reduction,
which was refused. The property owner then applied through Consumer Affairs Victoria in their
dispute resolution centre and ultimately ended up at VCAT. The tenant did not attend VCAT on
various medical grounds and finally provided documents showing that he had earned more than
$50 000 in three months. VCAT has indicated it will grant a rent reduction.
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I mean, what is going on? Who is looking out for the landlords? Who is looking out for the honest,
hardworking, decent people and particularly for some self-funded retirees and others that have
scrimped and saved all their lives to end up with a little investment property perhaps to supplement
their pension or perhaps to just help them get that little bit further ahead? They are getting done over
left, right and centre, and it is just not good enough. I note that the Real Estate Institute of Victoria
(REIV) stated that what concerns them is the lack of due process, oversight and enforcement to ensure
that no-one takes undue advantage of the situation, and I think that is an excellent summary of it
indeed—that people are taking advantage of the situation.
To turn to commercial property matters, I just want to read a quote from the Age newspaper of
21 August 2020, an article there. It says, and I quote:
… Property Council executive director Cressida Wall said the extension of the code on commercial tenancies
would make life even harder for property owners.
“The extension will push many landlords to their limits or beyond,” Ms Wall said.
“Landlords cannot keep propping up the system. As the crisis goes on, we will need goodwill and action from
both banks and governments to ensure that these businesses do not go under and take down the economy with
them.”

I think there is some very salient advice in that as well.
I have got countless other terrible stories which I have not got time to go into. I have got a self-funded
retiree couple as constituents. They have got a commercial property. The business within that property
is still going, but the tenant has said, ‘No, I think we’ll stop paying rent’. That is their sole source of
income. Because a commercial property is worth a few more dollars and they have got their home,
they are not entitled to any pension or any other sort of income, so that is their income, and all of a
sudden that has stopped. How would you go, Acting Speaker Edbrooke, and how would I go if all our
income just suddenly stopped at the whim of a tenant that is still in there and operating their business?
It is just not good enough. Those examples that I have shared just reflect many of the terrible impacts
the actions of this government are having on property owners.
In terms of VCAT—I touched on that before—my understanding is that there is a backlog of
4000 cases yet to be heard. CAV alone have referred almost 9000 cases. So it is going to be months
and months and months before these cases are resolved. I do not know what the Attorney is doing, but
I hope they are going to put some more resources into VCAT. I have heard that it is just a complete
and utter shambles up there. For people at summary hearings, they are not hearing witnesses
properly—they are just trying to get them across their desk. It is just a disgrace. The Dispute Settlement
Centre of Victoria on 27 July 2020 had many cases referred to them by Consumer Affairs Victoria.
They had a backlog of 2210 cases. Can you imagine that—a 2210-case backlog? This thing is a
shambles. Do not put in a scheme that is going to jam the legal system and leave people worse off than
they were before. It is just terrible.
On top of all that we have got people unable to sell a property because they cannot get it listed and
they cannot take the photos. I had an example in the last couple of weeks: a constituent had two buyers
competing for his property. They were in the final stages of negotiations, both very interested. They
wanted to bring a family member through. Then stage 4 got introduced, and thus the potential
purchasers were not able to bring their family through. I made representations on behalf of that
constituent because the house was empty, the agent did not need to go, no-one needed to be there. The
people could have rolled up in their own car with their masks on, walked into an empty home, had a
look around, walked back out, locked the door, hopped into their car and driven off and then put in a
bid, but no, they were not allowed to do that. As a result of that—and I did not get any response from
the minister’s office, I might add—that deal has now fallen through. So my constituent is left in a very
difficult position because he had signed up for another property, this one was 99 per cent of the way
there, and all of a sudden this has happened. So we have got just all kinds of catastrophic economic
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impacts on individuals, families, businesses and the state economy—and I will not get into that; I just
have not got the time to talk about the disaster that this whole thing is for the economy of Victoria.
So just in conclusion, I have been in touch from time to time with the Real Estate Institute of Victoria,
and they act of course for both sides of the equation—largely for landlords but not exclusively of
course. Many of us have had dealings with real estate agents on a range of matters, whether that be
renting or buying or leasing or whatever it might be. I do want to just quickly read into Hansard a
couple of recommendations that come from the chief executive officer of REIV, Mr Gil King, in a
letter dated today to the Premier, because I think Mr King in this particular letter has identified what I
would consider to be a number of very crucial steps for the government to consider in order to extricate
the state from the mess that the government has created in relation to real estate here in Victoria. I will
quote from this letter:
The failures of VCAT to be addressed and rectified.
•

The shameful 4 000-case backlog to be addressed as a matter of urgency;

•

Cases to be determined ‘on the papers’ in Chambers;

•

VCAT Orders to have immediate effect if grounds of eviction are satisfied; and

•

Tenants to be required to provide documentary evidence of Covid-19-related financial hardship.

Victoria Police be required to execute all warrants of possession issued by VCAT in a timely manner.
The commencement of the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018 to be pushed out to 1 October 2021.
The Retail Leases Amendment Bill 2019 to be removed from Parliament’s agenda.
Rental dispute negotiations
•

Tenants to be required to negotiate in good faith and provide documentary evidence of Covid-19
related financial hardship;

•

Tenants to be required to provide documentary evidence of Covid-19 related financial hardship
when issuing a 14-day Notice of Intention to Vacate;

•

Failure by a tenant to communicate with the landlord/property manager to be an unimpeachable
ground for refusal of rent reduction;

•

Additional resources to be made available to the Dispute Settlement Centre Victoria …

Additional financial support for landlords
•

Government to compensate landlords for rent strikes and wilful non-payment of rent;

•

Land tax relief to be increased to 100% for residential and commercial landlords given the full year
(plus) moratorium;

•

Grants available to property managers who manage properties on behalf of landlords where rent
arrears impact on the property manager’s income—

that would be an unintended consequence of this—
•

The ability of tenants to apply for an additional rent relief grant when the initial grant runs out …

•

Introduce a Rent Relief Grant for commercial tenants similar to that of the residential Rent Relief
Grant.

Commercial landlord hardship fund
•

Additional money to be made available in the fund;

•

Raise the threshold for eligibility from $1M to $3M; and

•

Enable more landlords to be able to access the fund.

So there are a whole range of things there, and I trust and hope that the Premier reads that and so do
the minister and the Treasurer.
I do not want to be a prophet of doom, but unless the government addresses the multiple issues it has
created, we have got major issues ahead. The property market here in Victoria is heading for a cliff,
which will have catastrophic implications for all Victorians. So I urge the government to urgently
consult with peak bodies on both sides of the property equation, and in particular with the Real Estate
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Institute of Victoria, and to reconsider aspects of this bill so that it will not be so damaging to Victoria’s
property market, because the consequences of this will impact upon all of us. It does not matter
whether we are property owners, landlords, tenants, renters—whatever we might be—the implications
of this bill are catastrophic for the property industry.
Ms HALL (Footscray) (15:28): I listened carefully to the contribution from the member opposite.
It was another one of those not opposing, not supporting specials, and I think it took up to 11 minutes
before renters were mentioned. I would like to focus in my contribution on renters and the substance
of this bill.
Life as a renter can be pretty hard at the best of times, and I would like to share with the chamber an
email I received from a constituent earlier in 2020, prior to the pandemic really hitting Victoria:
My names Adam and I currently live in footscray, and whilst I would like to keep living there I have just been
provided with a Notice to Vacate from my landlord …
I work in what is currently considered to be an essential service as a customer service operator for a major
bank, my job essentially boils down to making sure everyone’s accounts are in order so that people can still
access their money. So I am not in financial stress, I got lucky in that regard.
But I am wondering how I am supposed to find a new home in this current situation, especially as there is no
clear sign of when it will stop and if the situation will allow a sense of normalcy to return before I am expected
to vacate my current home.
I also know that I cannot be the only one who is facing such difficulties.
I would appreciate if you would take my case on board and perhaps agitate for stronger protections for those
of us who do rent in these times so that others do not find themselves in my position.

Fortunately Adam sent this email just prior to the ban on evictions being introduced six months ago,
and today I am pleased to make a contribution and to speak on this bill, giving effect to the
government’s decision to extend the moratorium on residential tenancies and complementary
measures to 28 March 2021. These measures include a moratorium on evictions, except in specific
circumstances; a ban on rent increases and blacklisting of tenants impacted by coronavirus during this
period; the establishment of Consumer Affairs Victoria’s front door service for eviction matters; and
a separate dispute resolution service making binding determinations when mediating tenant-landlord
rental negotiations. We also make it easier for tenants to end a tenancy, with no lease break fees for
those in financial hardship due to the pandemic.
My electorate of Footscray is young. Our median age is 32. We are home to a large population of
students reliant on casual wages. Many renters experience the equivalent of mortgage stress, where
more than 30 per cent of their income is spent on keeping a roof over their heads. I used to be one of
those renters. My old share house in Lynch Street housed three students, all of us working our way
through university. We bought food at the discount supermarket. I remember those days with fondness
for the way we looked after each other and enjoyed our community, but I also remember acutely the
challenges of renting and budgeting each week.
In light of the longer term impacts of this pandemic, to give tenants certainty and security that they
will not lose their home, the government is extending the measures I outlined before until 28 March
2021. Certainty in this most uncertain of times is crucial. If we want people to stay at home and do the
right thing and adhere to the public health restrictions, we must make sure that everyone has a home
to stay in. This is another aspect of the response to the pandemic that speaks to Labor values.
No-one has been untouched by the impact of this deadly disease. But we know that some have been
more adversely impacted than others—people who have insecure work, women who
disproportionately work in sectors with lower pay or in part-time jobs, students and people without
savings to draw down on. More broadly, throughout this pandemic I have spoken about how Labor
values hold up at a time like this. We believe in providing support to people across the economy. We
believe in supporting our frontline workers and in funding a first-class health system that cares for
everyone universally, where you do not need a credit card to get the support and care that you need.
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Whether you are homeless and you now have secure housing until April or you are a renter who needs
a sense of certainty and protection, the work this government is doing to keep everyone safe and
housed is crucial.
I am not really sure what the opposition has been advocating for throughout this pandemic. It certainly
has not been constructive or coherent. It has been a chaotic narrative of demanding that we open up
for months and undermining the public health advice. They have been banning bats in Kew and Jeff
Kennett has been complaining about a lack of Liberal leadership, coupled with media reports that
show that at the peak of this crisis they have been focused on themselves and finding a new leader.
Yesterday former Prime Minister Tony Abbott, a hero to many of those opposite, was saying that we
should have let the virus run its deadly course amongst the elderly and those who are most vulnerable.
To me this legislation sits at the heart of what we believe in and it complements the comprehensive
range of industry and social support measures announced to date. The legislation gives effect to the
extension by repealing the COVID-19 measures in the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 on 28 March
2021 or a date no later than 27 April 2021 if extended by order of the Governor in Council.
I want to speak a little bit about the commercial tenancy relief scheme. Victoria’s commercial tenancy
relief scheme has provided important support to many of those small businesses around Victoria who
have faced significant impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic. The scheme gives all small businesses
a chance to get to the other side of this pandemic by providing a strong framework for landlords and
commercial tenants to work together during the pandemic.
As the impact of COVID-19 has extended in Victoria it has become apparent that small businesses
will require protections provided by this scheme to be extended beyond this date. It is imperative that
this bill is passed so that small business can continue to receive these important protections and
support. It is intended that the provisions will continue to apply in respect of all eligible commercial
leases where the tenant qualifies for and is a participant in the commonwealth’s JobKeeper program
and has an annual turnover of up to $50 million. As originally intended, this includes but is not limited
to eligible sole traders, not-for-profit businesses and franchisees. This bill will amend the act to enable
the eligibility requirements for rent relief to be determined under the regulations, and this will confirm
that sole traders are eligible to participate if they are participating in JobKeeper.
The bill also seeks to enhance the protections provided to small businesses that are continuing to suffer
as a consequence of the pandemic. Under the scheme the Victorian Small Business Commission is
providing commercial tenants and landlords with access to free mediation to support fair tenancy
negotiations. As at 22 August 2020 the Victorian Small Business Commission had received
8274 COVID-19-related inquiries. The commission has been able to assist these businesses, both
tenants and landlords, with information and practical advice to help them reach agreements on rent
relief. Of the cases reaching mediation more than 90 per cent have resulted in tenants and landlords
reaching common ground.
While the scheme has been successful in helping many businesses reach agreements, it requires
strengthening for those limited instances where landlords have refused to comply with their obligations
to provide rent relief. It is important to realise that it is in everyone’s best interest, both landlords and
tenants, for parties to reach agreements on rent relief that enable as many small businesses as possible
to make it through the pandemic. This bill will provide additional protections for tenants that have met
their obligations under the regulations and requested rent relief but whose landlord has not provided
rent relief or refused to negotiate in good faith. In these instances the government intends to include in
the regulations increased powers for the Victorian small business commissioner to make orders on
proportionate rent relief in line with the regulations.
The intent of these orders is to provide an increased incentive for landlords and tenants to negotiate and
for tenants to receive the protections that the scheme provides if their landlord had complied with the
regulations. It is the government’s expectation that additional powers to make orders on rent relief will
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seldom, if ever, be used as they are intended to provide a significant incentive to participate in
negotiations as originally intended. To date the commission has been very successful in helping landlords
and tenants reach agreements through mediation where they have been unable to do so themselves. It is
our expectation that this additional measure will increase the number of cases that can be resolved
through mediation support. I strongly commend this bill to the house and wish it a speedy passage.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Edbrooke): The member for Gippsland East.
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (15:38): Maybe Ovens Valley. Thank you, Acting Speaker.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Edbrooke): My mistake—Ovens Valley.
Mr McCURDY: It is a step down. But, look, there is no doubt the Ovens Valley is a wonderful
part of the world. I have no concerns with Gippsland East, but I do represent one of the greatest parts
of Victoria, the Ovens Valley.
I am delighted to rise and make just a few brief comments on the COVID-19 Commercial and
Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension) Bill 2020. The disasters that we see of this
second wave continue, and this will be a legacy that the Premier will carry for the rest of his life. Here
is another example where we need to support tenants, and also landlords have got to be considered.
But I understand why we have to go through these processes, because otherwise we are going to see a
complete collapse in the housing market as we move forward.
The bill amends the COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 2020 and the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997. The member for Forest Hill did a very elaborate prosecution of this bill, and I
congratulate him on going through all that detail, but I certainly will not be going to that level. We
know we are all in uncharted waters and we have to share this load; however, we need to share it
equally. Landlords and tenants have responsibilities and a duty of care to each other. While COVID
dictates our daily lives—we all know it has caused a massive upheaval for jobs, for job security and
for mental health—this bill will certainly help to relieve some of the anxiety, particularly for tenants,
but landlords still remain unprotected to a certain degree.
The bill extends the operation of this act from the original end date of 29 September 2020 to 26 April
2021, and let us hope that we do not need this to be in this long. I am sure everybody in this chamber
will agree with me that we hope that we do not need to get to this end date before we have resolved a
lot of these issues and as a state we are moving forward. The bill also provides for regulations directing
landlords under eligible leases to give specified rent relief and confers on VCAT jurisdiction to enforce
orders. Thirdly, the bill inserts a definition of ‘specified rent relief’ and ‘eligible lease’ and repeals
other definitions related to commonwealth schemes. Finally, it enables regulations and orders to be
made regarding certain retail leases and non-retail commercial leases and licences, which effectively
forces landlords to give rent relief under the Residential Tenancies Act 1997.
I do have a few concerns—firstly, the overall negative impact these changes are having or will have
on the property market, a market that is teetering on the edge at the moment. As the government steps
in and attempts to protect tenants, this interference will adversely impact on landlords, delaying the
end date of many of these provisions, which will exacerbate and have adverse impacts. The Real Estate
Institute of Victoria has called the government’s decisions around this issue clumsy. The REIV has
also said that the government has abandoned landlords, and we know this government does not
understand business.
I have got a firm view that some people, and in this instance the Premier included, have got this belief
that landlords—maybe because there is the word ‘lord’ in it—are a group of wealthy retired
businessmen who have got real estate all around Victoria and no debt and are raking in buckets of
money and in a position to do as they please and be able to assist when necessary, but that is far from
the truth. Many landlords are mum and dad investors. Many landlords are young people building a
nest egg, with a mortgage, and some of those are people with an uncertain future themselves, so I think
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we have got to keep this balanced as we go forward. So while I understand the need to support tenants
in such uncertain times, we also need to be careful that tenants do not abuse the system, do not abuse
the networks here, because the landlords need assistance as well, and it is incumbent on all of us to
work together.
Secondly, there is an indirect concern about the impacts these changes will have on further extending
that huge backlog of cases to be heard and resolved in VCAT that we heard about via the member for
Forest Hill. We know why VCAT came into being, and if we are not careful we could end up with a
more cumbersome, slower moving system through VCAT, which in some ways flies in the face of
what one of its initial benefits was. There has been some consultation with the Real Estate Institute of
Victoria, but they are not thrilled, as I said earlier. They are frustrated by constant changes to these
rules, and they request a rebalance to ensure equal rights to protect landlords.
I also want to highlight that Labor has failed to allow sole traders access to its Business Support Fund.
We have businesses in northern Victoria who for various reasons are facing secondary and tertiary
business impediments this calendar year; businesses in the likes of Bright, Harrietville and Myrtleford.
They have been in the bushfire zone and now, as we go through the COVID environment experience
that we are all in, they have also been refused grants, and that is quite disappointing.
Communities like Yarrawonga and Cobram on the New South Wales border have got issues with
customers and staff not being able to access the workplace or purchase from where they normally
purchase due to the New South Wales restrictions. However, not surprisingly, a recent Sensis survey
of Victorian small and medium enterprises found that more than one in eight businesses believed that
they would not reopen following the pandemic. This is the highest in the nation, and that is quite
concerning. This is a very poor reflection on the Victorian government. This is an example of a
government that clearly does not understand business, and you need to get that rebalance right, like
the REIV suggested. With those few remarks, we are not opposing the bill.
Mr HALSE (Ringwood) (15:45): It is a delight to be talking to this bill this afternoon in this place
after a few months off. It is a wonderful bill to be talking to, so can I say that it is a pleasure to have
the opportunity to speak to an issue that is so close to my heart in this chamber this afternoon, an issue
fundamental to our social, physical and mental wellbeing: the issue of housing and housing security,
the right to have a roof over our heads. This COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare some of the deepest
and most entrenched inequalities within our society, not least the absolute need for secure housing.
Indeed this pandemic has thrown a great many economic and political issues that some of us in this
place may not have been paying attention to into sharp focus.
We are in the process of understanding what that means for our society right now during this crisis
and in the years that will follow, but one thing has been made clear and that is that having somewhere
to isolate—a proper, safe, stable and private space for people to live—is vital during a pandemic, and
it will remain vital after this pandemic is over. This bill in part is about responding to that most basic
need that we all have—secure housing, one need that for many due to unforeseen circumstances is
suddenly under threat. It is also about acknowledging the human right to shelter in our society during
an emergency. Having a place to call home, having secure housing, is a basic human right.
All the excuses we have made about what can—and more often what cannot—be done due to market
forces or a lack of funding are not as true as we might previously have assumed. Enter a global
pandemic: a time of tremendous and great hardship, an awful time for all of us in the Victorian
community, a time of job losses, a time of social and economic upheaval and dislocation, and a time—
I must acknowledge—of tragic deaths and tremendous sacrifice, and of course my thoughts are with
all those families affected. At a difficult time like this we can in fact take measures that ensure that
people can remain in housing. That should be our aim.
This need not be taken as an attack on what led us to where we are; it is a positive thing. It speaks to
what we have shown ourselves to be capable of doing when we all acknowledge that it is in our
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collective interests. This pandemic response to a looming rental crisis shows us that there are
opportunities here in the long run that might give us pause for how we as a society look at housing—
the social imperative, the economic imperative to see that everyone who needs a home has a home.
To the bill itself—the bill gives effect to the government’s decision to extend the moratorium on
residential tenancies and complementary measures to 28 March 2021. These measures include a
moratorium on evictions except in specific circumstances, because it is in each and every one of our
interests to see that people have a home to remain in; a ban on rent increases and that practice of
blacklisting tenants impacted by coronavirus during this period, because people who do not have the
means should not be forced to pay more for their home at such a time, not during this crisis; the
establishment of Consumer Affairs Victoria’s front door service for eviction matters and the separate
dispute resolution service making binding determinations when mediating tenant-landlord rental
negotiations; extending the current arrangements that allow for good-faith mediations between
residential landlords and tenants for financial hardship reasons—arrangements that, to the credit of
landlords and tenants across the state, have been largely successful; and making it easier for tenants to
end a tenancy with no lease-break fees for those in financial hardship due to the pandemic.
The bill enables us to continue to deliver on measures and reforms agreed to by Victoria as part of the
national cabinet process and related intergovernmental forums with the commonwealth, states and
territories in response to the COVID-19 emergency. This bill also continues measures to protect
commercial tenants, many of whom out of necessity have been left unable to operate their lease spaces.
Many businesses need these measures to adapt their operations or hibernate until recovery can
commence. The disruption to the rental market caused by COVID-19 needed to be responded to in a
humane, reasonable way that meant people put under rental stress, commercial or residential, had
greater legal protection. Extending these measures to 28 March of next year is consistent with the
hibernation principles that justified their introduction. I note that all existing safeguards in the
COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 2020 and the Residential Tenancies Act 1997
continue to apply, and these measures are reasonable. They are fit for purpose and go no further than
what is necessary to keep people in housing while we deal with this current global pandemic.
I have made a promise to the people in the electorate of Ringwood that as their elected representative
I would take every opportunity to speak up in this place about housing and homelessness. Right now
across Victoria we have somewhere between 23 000 and 26 000 people who are classified as
homeless. These people are sleeping rough. They can be sleeping in cramped dwellings, in crowded
dwellings, in boarding houses. They can be sleeping on the streets, and they can be sleeping with
friends and family. Recently I was delighted to see that the Minister for Housing made a significant
announcement to house rough sleepers across Melbourne, across our city, in hotel and motel
accommodation, and to move them into long-term lease arrangements—a wonderful example of his
advocacy to make sure that people who need a home are facilitated with a housing solution, but we
know that we need to do more.
One of the things that we need to do is invest more as a state government in social and public housing,
but we cannot do that alone. We know that the last time a genuine social housing and public housing
framework was put in place in this country was when Kevin Rudd was elected as Prime Minister in
2007. Since then, over the last seven years, we have had almost no movement from the federal
government in that space of social and public housing. Now is a really good opportunity for us as a
state government, for the federal government and for governments across Australia to join forces to
address this issue—to make social and public housing a priority, so that everyone within our
community, everyone irrespective of their circumstances and their status, has a place to call home, and
they have that security of knowing that they have a place to call home.
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (15:55): I rise on behalf of the Greens to speak to the COVID-19
Commercial and Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension) Bill 2020. We welcome
this bill to extend the protections in place for residential tenancies until the end of March 2021—I
believe with an option then to extend to April if required—and to extend the protections for
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commercial tenancies until the end of April 2021. This should mean that nobody should have their
rent increased and nobody should be evicted from their home or their business if they are unable to
pay the rent as a result of losing income during this pandemic.
Originally when the government announced this bill they were only going to extend the protections
that were put in place in March this year and which were due to expire in September to 31 December
this year, which was simply not sufficient, and we welcome the government recognising that. We
know that the economic impact of this pandemic is going to go well beyond the easing of restrictions,
and that original date set would have meant a really uncertain Christmas and a nervous New Year’s
for many renters. So we are really pleased to see that the government has listened to renters and their
advocates, listened to small business and commercial tenants, and is recognising that the support
measures currently in place really do need to be extended well into next year.
The Greens have been really strong advocates from the start of this pandemic for a moratorium to be
placed on evictions for both commercial and residential renters. It is something we wrote to the
government about very early on in the piece. It is certainly important in my electorate of Prahran where
around 60 per cent of all residents actually rent their homes. And of course with such vibrant retail
shopping strips like Chapel Street and Toorak Village and others, it is really important that these
protections are put in place. I want to thank everyone who spoke out and joined in those campaigns as
well. Ensuring housing stability at this time and making sure that the COVID crisis does not result in
a homelessness crisis is a huge priority, so I certainly welcome this bill extending those protections.
We have heard there are landlords who have done the right thing. There are plenty of renters who have
been able to successfully negotiate rent reductions from their landlords and agents, and there are lots
of landlords who are doing the right thing. I am both a rental tenant and a landlord and I think some of
the inferences from the opposition are misplaced. When this extension was first announced I did say
that it needed to be longer and it needed to be stronger because multiple surveys and reports undertaken
by a range of groups and a range of advocates, including our own survey, have shown that despite the
government’s rental support scheme, which includes the ban, a dispute resolution scheme, rent relief
payments and land tax rebates for landlords, despite these measures renters in need, particularly those
that have become unemployed or have had significant hours reductions at work, were simply not
getting the help that they need. Many of them were not getting the rent reductions they need, they were
not getting the rent relief payments they need and they are not getting the results at mediation.
The results of our survey are really stark. They highlight the now huge cohort of people that have
become unemployed, that have lost hours—very much young people in this situation. They are the
ones that need support, and they are not getting it. Over half of them were unable to reach rent
reduction agreements with their landlords. Under 10 per cent who needed rent relief payments actually
got them, 80 per cent of them did not actually apply for the scheme because it was too difficult, with
the remainder having their applications rejected, and a number of respondents did not even realise
there was a rent relief scheme.
From the report Rent Due: Renting and Stress during COVID-19 from the Better Renting advocacy
group, from their survey of a thousand renters from across Australia, including Victoria, only one in
two—half, 50 per cent—asked for a rent reduction, and this was because, firstly, they were concerned
about retaliation from their landlord; and, secondly, they felt powerless and sensed that asking for a
rent reduction would be futile. Of those who did lose income, only one in 10 actually got a satisfactory
rent reduction. From cases that the renters’ union have heard and assisted with we have seen landlords
refuse and delay negotiation, demands of excessive and unreasonable personal and financial
information and demands for renters to withdraw or access superannuation funds. You have got
reductions that are too small and did not give enough relief, and again renters are hesitant to pursue
formal mediation for fear of retaliation by landlords or agents at the end of the moratorium.
What this really does highlight, whilst it does highlight deficiencies in the existing scheme, are those
systemic issues within the entire housing market, and so whilst the government has stressed the

BILLS
2216

Legislative Assembly

Friday, 4 September 2020

importance of landlords and tenants negotiating in good faith, we know in reality that it can be
impossible at times to negotiate fairly when there is that uneven playing field. So whilst we welcome
the protections, the latest round of improvements to the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 that came
through in the last Parliament—that was something that the Greens certainly supported and
campaigned for, getting rid of those no-grounds evictions; that was previously passed in a private
members bill—there do need to be even more improvements in the tenancies act to really level that
playing field between landlord and renter, including in forms like minimum standards for properties
for what actually represents a genuine quality dwelling as well as the ability for rental controls to be
put in place when rental stress is high.
But in keeping with the existing scheme there do need to be further changes to make sure that those
renters who have become unemployed or have lost significant wages do get the support they need. It
does need to be strengthened so that there are penalties if a landlord really does unreasonably refuse
to negotiate in good faith or unreasonably delay negotiation. The rent relief scheme does need to be
made easier to access, and I was really pleased to see the Treasurer announce that the requirements
around savings have been doubled from $5000 to $10 000 to be able to access those payments. We
cannot have people dipping into their savings so much. We cannot see it occurring to that level. Really
the rent relief scheme does need to change from the requirements that it has now to a money-out-thedoor scheme. The money has got to get out the door and be subsidising those payments from renters
to landlords to give them some financial relief.
The dispute resolution service—in the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee we heard evidence
that 60 per cent of cases that came to mediation managed to secure a rent reduction. Well, the question
is: what about the other 40 per cent? And I was really concerned to hear cases where tenants were
unable to actually have an advocate within that dispute resolution process, given the power imbalance,
whilst landlords were able to have an agent represent them. So that scheme needs to be improved so
renters can have confidence that they will actually be there on a level playing field.
We welcome the extension as well to the commercial tenants. Our local traders, our local shopping
strips have really been struggling through this crisis. Enabling them to survive will help the economy
recover all that much better, and it will be all the more difficult if these businesses close up shop whilst
the pandemic is ongoing. A big part of that for them is those overhead costs that they are having to
pay while their income is significantly reduced. Rent is just a massive part of that. So we welcome the
extension and then the improvements as well for the Victorian Small Business Commission to make
binding orders requiring rent relief.
We are pleased to see this bill before the house today. We will keep speaking with renters and
advocates and advocating for renters. Nobody should have to choose between paying their rent and
putting food on the table. The effects of this crisis are going to be felt for a very long time. There are
going to be difficult months ahead. Many are going to be out of work and businesses are going to be
closed. We are pleased that these protections are being extended, but we certainly need to do much
more to make sure that no renters—no-one—are falling through the cracks.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (16:05): The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed fault lines in
communities. While no-one is immune to the coronavirus, it stalks inequality. This has placed
significant pressure on housing and homelessness, revealing systemic problems. The Australian dream
should be more about coming together in community and more about a society which has less
inequality and more fairness, where everyone has a chance.
One of the outstanding schemes that was put together by a previous Labor government was a publicprivate social housing mix. That was done by the current Minister for Housing when he had that role
previously. Before I even came into this Parliament I worked with him on how this could work in a
place called The Mews in Broadmeadows. It was turned into Valley Park. It was a great proof of
concept for how you can have public-private social housing and the difference that this could make to
people’s lives.
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I have also advocated for ways that we can attract more superannuation funding. They have got
trillions of dollars. How do we get them to invest in this proposition, because there is a rental payment,
there is a capital gain and surely there is a mechanism that we can use to bring that together and to
totally revitalise these communities. I say this as not just the member for Broadmeadows but also the
chair of the Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board.
There are almost 2000 of these old housing commission homes that were built—many of them—in
the late 1950s, and they are well past their use-by date. Unlocking the value now of these blocks of
nearly a quarter of an acre only 16 kilometres from the heart of the city, we are trying to revitalise
these communities and bring back the jobs and the industries because they are critical hubs. That has
just been identified as top of the list for Melbourne’s north-west city deal, a commitment before the
last election from the Australian government. We have attracted a $500 million investor into the old
Ford sites. That is for new industries and jobs, and that is really important. Ford is also making
100 000 face shields for the coronavirus and how we protect our workforce against that.
So here is where you can bring back Broadmeadows, bring back these communities, and housing is
critical in that. What it would do is also open up the opportunity for people who have been first
responders, people who have been our healthcare heroes, really, that have had to deal with this—and
teachers—and change the mix in the community, which I think would add value as well and add more
aspiration. Also it would address the intergenerational issues that we have where so many people are
struggling to get a first home.
I think there are wonderful opportunities. I say this in opening up my contribution on this bill because
it is part of the package of initiatives and proposals that we can bring together as a Labor government
that is beneficial in the same way that this bill is for small businesses, for sole traders and for tenants.
This adds to the critical investments that have been important and need to be highlighted.
I just want to recap for the house that the government to date has invested more than $10 billion in the
coronavirus health response and economic supports for businesses, for workers and for families. In
August we announced details of $26 million for small business mental health and wellbeing programs.
The Victorian government also joined the Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry in launching
a new $10 million business mentoring initiative to help small business owners navigate the challenges
that are posed by the coronavirus. I do want to emphasise the hard work that has been put in by the
cabinet to be able to provide practical support to Victorian businesses through these incredibly difficult
times, when many of them are struggling to survive.
This bill gives effect to the Victorian government’s decision to extend the moratorium on residential
tenancies and complementary measures to 28 March next year. These include a moratorium on
evictions except in specific circumstances, so that goes to the access issue that I have referred to; a ban
on rent increases and blacklisting of tenants impacted by coronavirus during this period; the
establishment of Consumer Affairs Victoria’s front-door service for eviction matters; and a separate
dispute resolution service, making binding determinations when mediating tenant-landlord rental
negotiations. So the proposition is that the government wants this to be done by negotiation and
agreement, but there are other mechanisms when this fails. We also make it easier for tenants to enter
tenancy with no lease-break fees for those in financial hardship due to the pandemic. In light of the
longer impacts of the pandemic, this gives tenants certainty and security they will not lose their home.
The government has extended these measures, and the proposition underlying it is that if we want
people to stay home and do the right thing and adhere to the public health restrictions, we must make
sure that everyone actually has a home. That is a critical value statement that is being made by the
government in the way that this legislation has been brought to the house.
There are a raft of other measures that it goes to, and one that I do want to highlight is that the Victorian
Small Business Commission had received 8274 COVID-19-related inquiries as of 22 August this year.
The commission has been able to assist these businesses, both tenants and landlords, with information
and practical advice to help them reach agreement on rent relief. So this is an important thing. This is
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a mechanism that is working. Of the cases reaching mediation more than 90 per cent have resulted in
tenants and landlords reaching common ground, but not all of these disputes have been able to be
successfully resolved, with some parties refusing to participate in mediation. With the reforms under
this legislation we are hoping that this will be successful in helping many businesses reach agreements.
It requires strengthening for those limited instances where landlords have refused to comply with their
obligations to provide rent relief. So it is important to realise that it is in everyone’s best interests for
parties to reach agreement on rent relief that enables as many businesses as possible to make it through
the pandemic. So that is another critical theme that underscores this legislation. Compliance with the
regulations is not optional, and landlords are required to provide support to eligible tenants that make
a request in line with the regulations.
The bill provides additional protections for tenants that have met their obligations under the regulations
and requested rent relief but whose landlord has not provided rent relief or has refused to negotiate in
good faith. In these instances the government intends to include in the regulations increased powers
for the Victorian Small Business Commission to make orders on proportionate rent relief in line with
these regulations. It is the government’s expectation that the additional powers to make orders on rent
relief will be seldom, if ever, used as they are intended to provide a significant incentive to participate
in negotiations as originally intended. To date the commission has been very successful in helping
landlords and tenants reach agreements through mediation when they have been unable to do so for
themselves, and it is the government’s expectation that this additional measure will increase the
number of cases that will be resolved through mediation support.
So that is the strategy. It is basically a fair go. It is basically: how do we make sure that tenants are not
further disadvantaged during this set of circumstances? There are benefits for small business; sole
traders are embraced as well, which has really been a difficult category to take care of. I know there
has been a lot of discussion and debate on what more can be done for sole traders. And I think that
how we come out of the post-COVID time and how we actually look at communities and look at
affordable housing and how we embrace them is a key strategic matter for the comeback for Victoria,
for our economy and for our social progress.
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) (16:15): It is an honour to rise and speak on the COVID-19 Commercial
and Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension) Bill 2020, and I will be focusing my
remarks on the commercial tenancies aspect of this legislation. When I spoke on the matter of public
importance yesterday I did make the point that I always make—that is, that while we are all impacted
by this virus some are impacted more than others. I certainly think every day about small business
people who are working day and night just to keep their heads above water. It must be a very, very
difficult time to be in small business.
I am in regular contact with local businesses in my electorate but also with our local traders association.
We have a wonderful Bentleigh Traders Association run by two very dedicated individuals, and I want
to pay tribute to them—Leonie Beckett and Steve Williams. Together we have done a bit of work to
help our traders through what has been a very, very difficult period and also to remind our community
that even though we have such tough restrictions at the moment that limit our ability to go down to
our favourite shops over at Centre Road or any other shopping strip in the area, a lot of our businesses
have adapted to these very challenging times. They have established online platforms, they have
embraced click and collect, deliveries, phone orders and all sorts of things. In many ways it has never
been easier to shop local from the comfort of your own home, and we are finding a lot of people are
rediscovering their local traders. I will give you one example. I, one Sunday night on the couch,
ordered a couple of books from our local bookshop, Benn’s Books, and they arrived at my doorstep
the next day. Now, I could have ordered those books from Amazon and they would have done a round
trip around the world, around Australia, and got to me in about a month, but because I went local they
got to me the next day.
There are a lot of advantages in supporting your local traders, and one of the major things I hear from
local traders is around commercial tenancies—is around rent relief. During this pandemic I had the
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honour of being appointed the Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasurer, and as part of that role I have
been consulting with traders groups and local business groups around the state. In the wonderful Labor
electorate of Hawthorn I consulted with three traders associations there. I have consulted, along with
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier, the member for Oakleigh, with several groups in Geelong
as well as our members of Parliament in the Geelong region, and also with the Ballan Chamber of
Commerce. And next week I will be consulting with traders groups in Footscray—the member for
Footscray is in the chamber—and also in Northcote, and we have got a few others scheduled as well.
What I hear time and time again is that we need to do more in the space on that tenant-landlord
relationship. That was a particular theme during our consultation in Hawthorn. I also found that it was
still a bit unclear as to what support was available to traders when it comes to commercial tenancies.
So we are making sure we are getting the message out there.
This bill includes some very, very important provisions to ensure that we have rent relief, that the
Victorian small business commissioner is able to provide mediation between tenants and landlords,
and also—because we know landlords are doing it tough as well—to make sure that we provide
landlords with a discount on their land tax, up to 50 per cent, as well as in some circumstances a
hardship grant for landlords who are particularly doing it tough. It is about tenants and landlords
working together because it is in nobody’s interests if a shopfront becomes vacant now, because who
is going to move into it in this climate?
A couple of days ago I met with Judy O’Connell, the Victorian small business commissioner, and she
took me through how this commercial tenancy scheme is going. She did mention to me—with a lot of
pride I have to say—that in 90 per cent of cases this mediation has had success. It has had a 90 per
cent success rate, and that is just tenants and landlords sitting down and working it out, because as I
said, it is in everybody’s interests that we actually all work together to make sure that our local traders
and our local businesses have every chance of still being there by the time this pandemic is over. The
government has invested billions of dollars into ensuring that our businesses can survive and therefore
that as many people as possible can remain in jobs. That has been the number one priority of this
government.
I want to also mention that I certainly in one or two years time want to be able to walk down my local
shopping strip and not have that visual of every second shop being vacant or having a ‘For lease’ sign
on it. That is why we have got to continue doing everything we can to support local business, to support
tenants and landlords to get through this difficult period but also to rebuild. For that I know that our
many traders groups across the state will be critical. At one of our consultations one of the local
businesses said that in her shopping strip, without that traders association there would have been many
more businesses that had shut their doors. Traders groups—those that are run really well—provide their
members with guidance to be able to navigate what government support is available to them, because
a lot of our small businesses are too busy just keeping their heads above water to have any time to be
able to really look into what government support is available to them.
That is what I found particularly with the commercial tenancies arrangements. There is still a lot of
work to get the word out there and to encourage commercial tenants to sit down with their landlords
and to work these things out. This legislation of course includes provisions where, if no agreement is
able to be reached, the Victorian small business commissioner will be able to issue an order for a rent
reduction until agreement is reached. We do not expect that we will have to go down that track too
often, because as I said, according to our Victorian small business commissioner, with these
commercial tenancy arrangements this mediation service has a 90 per cent success rate. It is all about
working together, sitting down and working things out, because after all we are all in this together.
With those few words I commend this bill to the house and I wish it a speedy passage.
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (16:23): I rise too to speak on the COVID-19 Commercial and Residential
Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension) Bill 2020. The bill is an extension of the measures that
we have already seen and that have been in place since March this year. It is unfortunate that the
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extension is needed, but the truth is that we have not yet reached the other side of COVID-19 and it is
still affecting every aspect of our lives.
I would like to start my contribution by putting on record my continued gratitude to the people of the
Box Hill community, who have remained vigilant throughout this pandemic and have been following
the rules, and that has resulted in very low case numbers at the present time. I really am in awe that
we as a community have come together at a time of crisis and supported each other by staying apart.
I particularly want to call out the businesses in central Box Hill, because for them this is not really a
second wave; this is really almost a third wave, because back in January and February even when there
were not restrictions in place many of the businesses were very heavily impacted through family
members who had been returning from China or friends who had noted to them what was happening
in China. There was a major drop-off in business and in retail, particularly in central Box Hill. And
just as things were reopening, the first impact of COVID-19 in Melbourne hit. So these businesses
have been doing it really, really tough for the entire year, and having this system in place that allows
them to negotiate with their landlord to seek relief is something that is really critical.
Turning to the bill that is before us today, the measures are a result of national cabinet discussions that
were had back in March in response to heightened community concerns about the sustainability of
residential and commercial lease arrangements, in particular the view that no-one should be kicked
out of their home or their business in the middle of a pandemic. Included in that was the idea that we
must help landlords as well—those who offer their tenants relief. That is exactly what these measures
were designed to do when introduced and exactly what this extension is designed to achieve.
I would just like to highlight some of the impacts that the legislation has had to date. In the past four
months in terms of the residential rental space, close to 26 000 agreements for reduced rent have been
registered with Consumer Affairs Victoria, with advice and dispute resolution services accessed more
than 80 000 times. Of these contacts more than 90 per cent have found solution through Consumer
Affairs Victoria’s front-door service. In terms of the commercial tenancy relief scheme, the Victorian
Small Business Commission has offered a similar service and has fielded almost 8000 rent-related
inquiries from small business owners and landlords. Of the cases reaching mediation, more than 90 per
cent have resulted in tenants and landlords reaching common ground. I want to thank all of those
tenants and landlords in both the commercial and residential sectors for working together, for working
collaboratively in what has been an incredibly difficult environment, so that a better outcome for all
can be achieved.
This bill proposes to extend the support measures that have been in place through to 31 December
2020. Because of the uncertainty that comes with this pandemic, the bill includes an option to extend
further to 26 April 2021 if required. I very much hope that we can say goodbye to these measures on
New Year’s Eve 2020—it will be a fantastic new year’s present—but the flexibility is needed because
there is every chance that the risk will simply continue to be too high.
Turning first to the commercial tenancy relief scheme, I mentioned previously that the impact on local
small businesses, particularly in the central Box Hill area, has been massive this whole year. This bill
proposes to extend the COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 2020, in particular part 2.2,
which deals with regulations temporarily modifying the laws relating to retail leases and non-retail
commercial leases and licences. It will enable the commercial aspect of the relief to be extended,
consistent with the time frames that have been mentioned. These emergency measures require
oversight and accountability, especially since we are debating legislation that allows regulation to
modify acts of Parliament.
The bill also amends the repeal date of part 16 of the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 to sustain the
measures introduced by the omnibus act, again through to 31 December 2020, and again with the
possibility to extend through to 26 April 2021. As with the previous act that was passed in April, these
measures include a moratorium on evictions except in very specific circumstances, a freeze on rental
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increases for residential tenancies and the establishment of a dispute resolution scheme for residential
tenancies. These measures are the right thing to do. It is not the right time to be evicting people from
their homes in the middle of a public health pandemic. The private rental market is already difficult
for many to navigate and obtain appropriate housing. In the midst of this pandemic it is impossible.
Home inspections cannot take place, in-person appointments cannot take place and not everyone has
the capacity or the ability to sign e-contracts. By giving people the confidence they need, they will be
safe in their homes and have the certainty that comes with it. We are giving people a helping hand
exactly when they need it.
The dispute resolution scheme—and I have talked about the success of that today—is designed to
provide tenants and their landlords with a fast-track process to secure a fair and equitable agreement.
It makes sense to adopt it here in these particular circumstances. It will help landlords and tenants meet
in the middle and seek each other’s perspectives in a desirable outcome. Both parties are enduring
hardship at the moment, as are many Victorians, and I encourage local landlords and tenants to be
constructive in the way that they approach this matter. A little compassion on both sides goes a long
way in the resolution of disputes.
It is also not the right time to be increasing rents. The stress in our community is enormous at all levels.
JobSeeker and JobKeeper are no doubt helping for those in insecure work, but there is no certainty as
to the extent to which these will continue for people in certain roles. In our community we also have
a large number of international students who have been locked out of the JobKeeper payments and
also have not been able to access regular work. Many of these students are now relying on social
services being provided by volunteer members of our community just to eat. For these workers, for
these students, for every Victorian, a rent increase would just add stress to an already anxious
environment. That is why the rental freeze is so important, and I am proud to support it.
In conclusion, I also just want to note the landlord support that is connected to this legislation. There
are many people in our community—the mum and dad landlords—who own maybe a single shop or
a single house, and I am glad that we have been able to accommodate them as well by increasing the
relief for land tax. And for all these reasons I support the bill.
Ms CONNOLLY (Tarneit) (16:33): I too rise to speak on the COVID-19 Commercial and
Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension) Bill 2020. I would like to start by saying
to my local community, thank you. Thank you for taking the time to write to me, expressing your
concern for our community’s wellbeing and your personal experiences and feelings during stage 4
restrictions and this health crisis. I have received so many emails and taken so many phone calls over
the last six months from families absolutely desperate for rental assistance. So it gives me great
pleasure to stand here today and speak in favour of this bill and our government’s continued support
for renters and landlords during this pandemic. I know that the extension of the ban on evictions and
rental increases will give peace of mind to families right across my local electorate.
This has been an extremely challenging time for everyone right across Wyndham and right across our
state. Hoppers Crossing, Tarneit and Truganina have continued to experience the highest active case
numbers of coronavirus in this country, and it has not been without sacrifice, getting our numbers down,
let me tell you that. Our community knows better than anyone how quickly this virus spreads, from our
workplaces to our schoolyards, in our aged-care facilities and at home with our loved ones. We have
had to fight every step of the way to drive the virus numbers down in my community. I would like to
put on record in this place that the standard and the attitude of folks in Melbourne’s western suburbs to
just get on with the job of beating this virus has not only made me proud as the member for Tarneit and
a fellow westie but, I think, also sets a bar for what it takes to beat this thing. So I say to my local
community: thank you. Thank you for doing the right thing and thank you for just getting on with it.
At the beginning of this pandemic we knew that those living and working under rental agreements
would be hard hit by the economic impacts of this virus. Small and medium businesses would struggle
to maintain their leases, and renters who had lost their jobs would struggle to pay their rent. That is
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why our government made these very important changes to tenancy agreements for residential and
commercial leases. Under these rules landlords have been banned from increasing rent or evicting
their tenants for failing to pay rent. It is why, more than ever, Consumer Affairs Victoria is facilitating
dispute resolutions between landlords and tenants and mediating tenancy negotiations. We have made
it easier for tenants to end their lease with no break fees payable in situations of financial hardship. So
for renters doing it tough, and there are a lot in my local community, these changes have made a world
of difference. Whether you are a small or medium business renting a commercial space, or renting
your home, we are absolutely 100 per cent in your corner. We will back you in as we continue to
navigate this pandemic.
Now, when these laws were initially introduced none of us knew for certain how long this virus would
persist. We knew—and we still know—we would need a vaccine to get ourselves out of it. So we
realised that we would need a little more time. We knew that the support we had introduced for renters
and landlords would have to continue. That is exactly what we have introduced and what this bill does.
Not only that, it gives our renters absolute certainty from us that whilst we continue to tackle this
pandemic, no-one will be forced out of their home.
The main purpose of the bill is to extend the duration of these arrangements to the end of December
2020 as opposed to finishing at the end of this month, and in case we need to the bill is also going to
give our government the option of a further extension until the end of April 2021. This way our
government will be prepared to keep these measures in place so that we can continue to provide quick
and flexible responses to this pandemic.
During the last six months I have had many phone calls and Zoom meetings with my constituents, just
like colleagues in this house, and many of them had either lost their job or their hours at work or they
were on a wage subsidy support. They would tell me how their changed circumstances in regard to
work affected by coronavirus had made it harder for them to pay bills and put food on their table. It is
not unusual for my office to receive daily phone calls from people that may have a roof over their head
but cannot put food on their table. It is a story that I am sure is happening right across Victoria and,
unfortunately, in thousands of family households.
But for renters in this situation these changes have meant that there is one less thing for them to worry
about at the end of the day in these very challenging circumstances. It has meant that they have been
able to do the right thing and stay at home and stay safe from this virus, because as we have said
throughout this pandemic, you cannot stay home if you do not have one. I think everyone in this state
would agree that the people in Wyndham have needed to do the right thing and stay home and keep
all of us safe from this virus. So I am thinking of all the residents in Tarneit who are renting their home,
and they may be doing it tough—a lot of you are. The changes in this bill are going to mean that you
will continue to be safe without the fear of eviction looming over your head.
It means that this support is going to be there for you if you have lost your job and you need to keep a
roof over your head and your kids’. That is why this bill is so important for my local community. But
this is not a bill that is just good for renters; it also makes a huge difference for small and medium
businesses right across Victoria that have been impacted by this virus. Over the past couple of months
I have made it a priority to reach out and talk to local businesses in the Tarneit electorate to keep them
up to date on the many support packages that this government has made available to them.
I spent a bit of time this week listening to those opposite talk about their electorates and the small
number, if not zero, of transmissions of coronavirus that have existed in their local community. I have
to say it is very pleasing to hear that there are zero cases of transmission in some local communities in
Victoria. I hope those opposite understand how lucky they really are, because let me tell you, out in
our western suburbs there have been a lot of active transmission cases, and I think it will be an eyeopening revelation for those MPs—those blokes that sit in blue-chip electorates, peddling dictatorship
and conspiracy theories—to sit here and listen to some of the things that have been happening in
Melbourne’s western suburbs.
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Wyndham and my electorate of Tarneit, like the rest of the western suburbs, are home to very proud,
hardworking communities. Our people work in transport and they work in manufacturing. We are
your teachers and your nurses. We are retail and hospo workers. We are early childhood workers. We
are your carers in aged-care facilities and the disability sector. Many of you will not like to believe it:
we are also your abattoir workers. The postcodes of Hoppers Crossing, Tarneit and Truganina continue
to be hard hit by this virus, and even today we still have the highest active case numbers in this country.
Wyndham is home to the largest proportion of childcare workers in this state, with at least 4 per cent
of the suburb of Tarneit alone working in child care. Think about what that means for a second, because
maybe you have been reading recently about what the mates of those opposite up there in Canberra
have failed to do in that space lately.
Our postcodes boast the highest number of JobKeeper recipients in Victoria, second only in Australia
to Sydney CBD. We have a staggeringly high number of casual workers. We do not have the luxury
of working from home, and many of us have lost our jobs, but believe me when I say our community
wants to see an end to restrictions. We cannot wait to reopen, but we know we need to reopen safely,
and we look forward to returning to our new normal.
Wyndham businesses are struggling to make ends meet because of this virus, so it leaves me pretty
horrified to think what will happen to those people when the federal government starts cutting
JobKeeper payments. What those opposite might also not know is that there are hundreds if not
thousands of people in my community who are not even deemed eligible for JobKeeper. Let me tell
you, these folks are not silent about it. I could talk here for hours based on the emails that I have been
receiving. They have been forgotten by our nation’s Prime Minister and his government.
I know that this bill will provide some support to my community and let them know that they have a
home and a roof over their heads, and businesses will not have to worry that when they get through
this they will not even have office space in which to operate. We will stand by these people. We will
stand by residents in my local community. We are giving them clarity and certainty that their lease
arrangements will not change unexpectedly as we all continue to fight this virus. It is for these reasons
I commend the bill to the house.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (16:43): I take pleasure in joining the debate on the bill before the house,
the COVID-19 Commercial and Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension)
Bill 2020. I note this is the first time in my life I have had to get up to make a speech and take off a
mask, so we are all doing firsts.
Never in my time in Parliament has someone’s home been as important. The only other time I would
say is after Black Saturday, which hugely affected a number of people in my electorate when they lost
their homes. Home is something that really is the only sanctuary for all of our citizens in Victoria at
the moment, because we are spending so much time in it. We are working there, and our kids are
learning there. We hope that it is a sanctuary for everyone.
I think of the fear of homelessness. At an earlier point in my professional life I worked in the housing
field at the Office of Housing and some other jobs and also at the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, so I
have had a long history of this work and in this policy area, but I do not think there has ever been a
point in my working life where someone’s home has been so important. The fear at any time of not
having a home is bad enough, but to have a world pandemic on top of it—if you do not have security
of your home, you potentially do not have a workplace, your kids do not have anywhere to study, let
alone somewhere to store all your stuff. I am really sad to say that I am actually storing quite a bit of
stuff for people in my office at the moment.
I have got people in my electorate that do it tough. I know particularly there has been a bit of
homelessness around Wallan during the time that I have been in Parliament, but now that we actually
cannot go further than 5 kilometres—so I have not been getting a lot around the 600 square kilometres
of my electorate but have been talking to a lot of people on Zoom, email and phone calls—in my walks
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to my shops in Diamond Creek I have seen homelessness for the first time. Diamond Creek is not a
rich area, but it is a comfortable area, and I think it has shocked people living in that community to the
core to see homeless people. To be homeless at the moment, it is all those things that I mentioned
before, but if you are homeless, you are at greater risk of the virus.
I want to really express my gratitude to the landlords and the real estate agents who have taken a humane
approach to this. I think real estate agents probably cop a lot of the criticism that politicians do as a
profession—we are probably all down the bottom along with used car salesmen and probably
journalists—but I have really been heartened by some of the humane and compassionate actions of real
estate agents and landlords. Sadly, like all members in this place, we have all been inundated with many
examples of a lack of kindness, a lack of compassion. But there is also hardship on both sides as well.
It has been incumbent on us to protect people’s homes. It is part of keeping them safe. I want to thank
the ministers that have worked on this and also the public servants. I was a public servant in a past life.
When I am trying to explain to constituents at the moment about how they have not got their email
answered from yesterday I am trying to explain to them that it is not just those people, the constituents,
that might be working from home if they are not in an approved job category; it is actually people like
me, my staff and every public servant. Almost every public servant is working from home. So I just
think that they have done a mighty power of work in pulling this together and putting the Victorian
community first, because I know, having worked in the Office of Housing and in consumer affairs,
most of the public servants that work in that do it because they love it as a policy area and they want
to do good.
I am really pleased that we have come forward with some changes to extend the support measures for
residential tenants and landlords, which are set out in the bill before the house, until New Year’s Eve
2020 with a flexible option to extend further to 26 April 2021 if required. I have got to say I really
hope it is not required. I mean, it is just so important. I mentioned people’s workplaces—it is not just
wage and salary earners that are working from home, it is our sole traders, and it has been a real
struggle to actually support them in their work, so it is really important for those people too.
In relation to residential leases, I think everyone wants us to come out the other side of this. I live in
Diamond Creek. I can just get to Hurstbridge now for exercise and get to the delicatessen there. That is
as far as I can go at the moment. But I know that really our strip shopping centres—whether they are in
Doreen, Mernda, Whittlesea township, Wallan, the general store in Doreen that is on Yan Yean Road,
the outer townships of Panton Hill, St Andrews, Yarrambat, Beveridge—everyone in the community
is willing those businesses to survive because they are part of our fabric. Those businesses, especially
the small businesses in my electorate, are the first ones to put their hand in their pocket and sponsor the
local footy club, the local cricket club or the netball club. Well, now it is our turn. It is our turn to buy
local, to keep these businesses going, and it is the taxpayer’s turn overall to actually provide some
support, the support that is in this bill. I think that the taxpayer would say that that is money well spent.
I mentioned some good eggs, some good agents. I particularly want to name one: a bloke called Peter
Koiker, who is at Barry Plant. He is just sort of like your anti real estate agent, really. He is just
genuine—firm handshake, feet rooted in our community—and he genuinely cares, as do all the team
there. I thank him for his encouraging words that he has sent to me.
I also want to thank those that are safely visiting people that are at risk of homelessness at the moment,
places like the Diamond Valley FoodShare; the various conferences of St Vincent de Paul, whether
they are in the Diamond Valley or up in Mernda and Doreen; Love in Action in Wallan; SecondBite,
which has been operating under the guidance and voluntary efforts of Diamond Creek Rotary and has
been every Saturday distributing food from the Uniting Church hall in Diamond Creek.
We have just seen such examples of love, cooperation and support to our community, and I want to
commend all of them. So that spirit of collaboration and that kindness is why we should be extending
this support to our community when they are doing it tough. Let us not forget that this virus was first
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named in this house as a pandemic—the word ‘pandemic’ was first used in this house—on 5 March.
It is such a recent thing. That is six months ago tomorrow. It is an enormous struggle for people to
grapple with this. These are unprecedented times, and this is a great use of taxpayers funds. I commend
the bill to the house.
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (16:53): Thank you for the opportunity to rise to contribute to the
debate today on the COVID-19 Commercial and Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment
(Extension) Bill 2020. As we have heard, this bill is another response, part of our continuing response,
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Importantly it is going to make some significant changes and extensions
to some of the support measures that are in place to deal with residential tenancies and also commercial
tenancies. In doing so it is obviously going to provide certainty and relief to so many Victorians who
are in fact doing it really, really tough at the moment.
We have heard that Victorians are playing their part in dealing with the coronavirus and the response
to the coronavirus. Everyone is making extensive and significant sacrifices during these unprecedented
times. In particular we know that residential tenants are struggling, and it is just so important at this
time that we make sure to the best of our ability that we are able to keep people in their homes and
keep them safe. At the same time it is obviously very important and incumbent upon good government
to be able to respond to the impacts that many of our citizens and many of our businesses are feeling
as well—whether that is emotional, psychological, financial or even physical harm that is happening—
and there are responses happening across the whole of government to address those. But what we are
talking about today, and the amendments that we are proposing, is to deal with the significant hardship
that is being faced by members of our community who are renters and also our small to medium-sized
businesses who are struggling with their rent in what is a significant downturn in their revenue.
Now, we know of course that this pandemic is not over, and in fact that was why we, earlier this week,
debated the amendments to the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 to extend our state of
emergency for six months. I do actually just want to put on the record that I thought it was interesting
that on the same day we are debating our bill to extend the state of emergency here in Victoria, the
federal government for its part just extended its own emergency powers under the Biosecurity
Act 2015 for a further three months. Of course they did not need to go back to Parliament to seek that
extension, but the extension was nevertheless made, and it was made of course on the basis that the
international and domestic COVID-19 situation is continuing to pose a significant and unacceptable
risk to the health and safety of all Australians.
Can I just also put on the record that it is for that reason as well that I ask anyone thinking of
participating in any kind of protest this weekend or anytime soon to please, please, think again. The
risks from COVID are absolutely real. We are in our fifth week of stage 4 restrictions now. We have
been making such significant sacrifices. We have sacrificed so much to get to where we are today, to
get the case numbers to where they are today, that we do not want to see these gains put at risk. We
do not want to see communities put at risk, and we do not want people protesting in groups and
potentially taking back to their own communities any of this virus.
Of course we know these restrictions are hard. As we debated during the Public Health and Wellbeing
Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020, the restrictions are
impinging on our rights, on our freedoms and on our civil liberties. But as I mentioned and as many
have mentioned in their contributions on the debate today and yesterday, rights are not absolute, and
everywhere in the world we know that rights can and indeed should be subject to reasonable limits in
circumstances where that is demonstrably justified. Unfortunately this worldwide pandemic is just one
of those situations. The temporary and tailored directions that require us to do certain things, whether
that is to wear a mask, whether it is to self-quarantine, whether it is to self-isolate or whether it is to
follow a curfew or to maintain a restricted radius of 5 kilometres, are all necessary parts of us
responding to this virus.
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Of course the directions have seen Victorian businesses temporarily close or operate at reduced
capacities, and that is obviously having a significant impact on the ability of those businesses to trade
and the ability of those businesses to continue to operate and to pay rent. So the amendments in the
bill today are just one part of this government’s very significant response to the coronavirus pandemic.
They are important amendments to extend the moratorium on evictions, to support residential tenants
and commercial tenants through dispute resolution mechanisms, to ensure that there are no increases
in rent, to provide that support to enable tenants to stay in their homes and to enable our small and
medium-sized businesses to get through this pandemic and get out to the other side, because it is
obviously going to be crucial that as we ease out of these restrictions and as we see our economy
recover, businesses are going to be a very significant part of that.
So in summary I commend this bill to the house. As I said, it is part of the significant response this
government is providing to the coronavirus pandemic at this stage. I do also just want to mention
briefly the Click for Vic campaign, and I encourage all residents—
The SPEAKER: I interrupt the member for Carrum mid-sentence because the time set down for
the consideration of items on the government business program has arrived and I am required to
interrupt business.
Following speeches incorporated in accordance with resolution of house of 3 September:
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne)
The Greens very much support this bill to extend the ban on evictions and rent increases for people struggling
to pay their rent due to the pandemic. These were initially something the Greens pushed very hard for. They
were slated to end in September, this month, but we know that people are still hurting. With stage 4 restrictions
in Melbourne and a second set of stage 3 restrictions in regional Victoria, people have been forced to shut
their businesses, have lost work and hours. Young people in particular have been very hard hit, as they often
rely on casual work or lower paid jobs, which have been lost due to the pandemic.
The Greens pushed for these protections for renters to be extended. Initially the government wanted to extend
them to 31 December, but we know that it’s unlikely the economy and society will have recovered by then.
With the state of emergency being extended out to 31 March, it just makes sense that these protections are
also extended out until that same date. That’s the case the Greens made to the government in our discussion
with them and we’re very pleased they have agreed with us and brought this bill urgently before the house.
Thank you also to Tenants Victoria and others who have also been lobbying for a similar thing.
The Greens recently undertook a survey of nearly 700 Victorian renters, which found that, of those currently
out of work as a result of COVID-19, a massive 80 per cent who needed rental support didn’t apply for it
because the process set up by the state government was too difficult.
And more than 50 per cent of those who needed rent relief were unable to negotiate a rent reduction with their
landlord, despite the government setting up a process for this. The government’s systems clearly aren’t
working and especially aren’t working in favour of people struggling to pay their rent.
That’s why they need change.
No renter should have to worry about being kicked out of their home at Christmas or into the new year, which
is why we’re happy to see the government adopt our proposal to extend the ban on evictions out to March.
We have also been in talks with the government about lifting the ‘savings cap’ for people who need rent relief.
Currently you can access a $2000 grant to help pay your rent if you are still paying more than 30 per cent of
your income in rent, after trying to negotiate a rent reduction. However, you can only have up to $5000 in
savings to be eligible. This needs to be lifted, because $5000 in savings will be frittered away very, very
quickly indeed for people who have little to no income and still pay top dollar in rent.
We thank the government for their productive discussions with us and are happy to see they have adopted
these changes as proposed by the Greens. We hope they will go some way to alleviating some of the pain and
suffering wrought on Victorians by this pandemic and the restrictions that have been put in place to slow the
spread of COVID-19.
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Mr CHEESEMAN (South Barwon)
It is with some pleasure that I rise today to speak on the COVID-19 Commercial and Residential Tenancies
Legislation Amendment (Extension) Bill 2020, to provide certainty and protection for tenants and landlords,
both commercial and residential.
In April 2020, many of us met in this place to debate and introduce a set of laws enacting emergency measures
that would enable Victorians to face the challenge of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic with our support.
We passed these laws to protect Victorians during these unprecedented times and to make sure that public
services and the justice system can continue to operate safely and efficiently. In recognition of the
extraordinary nature of some of these measures, we ensured that they were time limited and would sunset
after six months.
These measures include:
•

a moratorium on evictions, except in specific circumstances;

•

a ban on rent increases and blacklisting of tenants impacted by coronavirus during the period;

•

the establishment of Consumer Affairs Victoria’s ‘front door’ service for eviction matters, and a
separate dispute resolution service making binding determinations when mediating tenant-landlord
rental negotiations; and

•

we also made it easier for tenants to end a tenancy, with no lease break fees for those in financial
hardship due to the pandemic.

If we want people to stay home and do the right thing, and adhere to the public health restrictions, we must
make sure everyone has a home to stay in.
These emergency measures have been a vital part of the state’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Unfortunately, we are not yet out of the woods. Victoria and the world continue to grapple with the challenges
of the pandemic, and we continue to need many of the emergency measures introduced by the COVID-19
Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 2020 (omnibus act).
In light of the ongoing challenges, this bill extends some of these temporary support measures for a period of
up to a further six months.
The measures to be extended by this bill are the support measures for tenants and landlords—both residential
and commercial—which include a moratorium on evictions, a freeze on rent increases and governmentsupported dispute resolution mechanisms.
The legislation gives effect to the extension, by repealing the COVID-19 measures in the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997 on 28 March 2021, or a date no later than 27 April 2021, if extended by order of the
Governor in Council.
The option to extend the moratorium provides flexibility to quickly and appropriately respond to the effects
of COVID-19 if required.
The extension mechanism will only be used if the public health and economic conditions arising from the
pandemic warrant the continuation of support for the residential rental sector.
Any decision to extend the measures will be communicated to the public and stakeholders as early as possible
in advance of the default expiry date to ensure adequate time to plan for the extension.
To complement the expiry COVID-19 measures, the bill commences the Residential Tenancies Amendment
Act on 27 April 2021, with the option for the Governor in Council to proclaim earlier commencement to align
with the expiry of the COVID-19 measures.
The bill also contains a consequential amendment to the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous
Amendments Bill 2020, currently before the house, by removing reference to the 26 September 2020 expiry
date of the COVID-19 measures.
I’ve received a number of inquiries from distressed constituents who have had trouble paying rent, or who are
concerned about losing rental income. I am proud that this government is supporting both groups with this
legislation.
The Andrews government of course has a long history of supporting and expanding the rights of residential
tenants, who are a quarter of our community.
These reforms include:
•

Introduce long leases to make it easier for both landlords and tenants to enter long-term
arrangements.
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•

Remove the 120-day ‘no specified reason’ notice to vacate, which is a burden and a cause of
anxiety for tenants.

•

Limit the use of ‘end of fixed term’ notices to vacate.

•

Require honesty and accuracy in rental arrangements.

•

Create a landlord blacklist for those who have breached their obligations under the Residential
Tenancies Act.

•

Speed up bond repayment.

•

Allow early release of bond.

•

Updated bond cap and up-front rent cap for most properties.

•

Speed up reimbursement for urgent repairs.

•

Reduce how often rent can increase from six months to once every 12 months.

•

Require fixed rent amount in advertisements for greater transparency and fairness.

•

Allow pets in rental properties so that every house can feel like a proper home. In these pandemic
times, this reform has brought joy to many isolated renters.

•

Permit minor modifications, so that a house can feel like a proper home, with pictures and paintings
on the wall.

•

Appoint a commissioner for residential tenancies to champion the rights of Victorian tenants in the
private sector.

Many of these reforms have come into effect already and have great support from my constituents.
This bill is a testament to our support for the Victorian community and is part of our extensive emergency
measures that must continue for the duration of this health crisis.
I commend the bill to the house.

Ms COUZENS (Geelong)
I am pleased to speak on the COVID-19 Commercial and Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment
(Extension) Bill 2020.
I want to thank the minister for her work on this significant legislation. Importantly, this extension provides
some certainty for my constituents who are tenants.
The bill gives effect to the government’s decision to extend the moratorium on residential tenancies and
complementary measures to 28 March 2021.
These measures include: a moratorium on evictions, except in specific circumstances; a ban on rent increases
and blacklisting of tenants impacted by coronavirus during the period;
the establishment of Consumer Affairs Victoria’s ‘front door’ service for eviction matters; and a separate
dispute resolution service making binding determinations when mediating tenant-landlord rental negotiations.
And we also made it easier for tenants to end a tenancy, with no lease-break fees for those in financial hardship
due to the pandemic.
Considering the longer term impacts of the pandemic, to give tenants certainty and security they won’t lose
their home, the government has extended these measures until 28 March 2021.
If we want people to stay home, do the right thing and adhere to the public health restrictions, we must make
sure everyone has a home to stay in.
The legislation gives effect to the extension, by repealing the COVID-19 measures in the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997 on 28 March 2021, or a date no later than 27 April 2021, if extended by order of the
Governor in Council.
The option to extend the moratorium provides flexibility to quickly and appropriately respond to the effects
of COVID-19 if required.
The extension mechanism will only be used if the public health and economic conditions arising from the
pandemic warrant the continuation of support for the residential rental sector.
Any decision to extend the measures will be communicated to the public and stakeholders as early as possible
in advance of the default expiry date to ensure adequate time to plan for the extension.
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To complement the expiry of the COVID-19 measures, the bill commences the Residential Tenancies
Amendment Act 2018 on 27 April 2021, with the option for the Governor in Council to proclaim earlier
commencement to align with the expiry of the COVID-19 measures.
The bill also contains a consequential amendment to the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous
Amendments Bill 2020, currently before the house, by removing reference to the 26 September 2020 expiry
date of the COVID-19 measures.
Victoria’s commercial tenancy relief scheme (CTRS) has provided important support to many of these small
businesses around Victoria who have faced significant impact from the COVID-19 pandemic.
The scheme gives all small businesses a chance to get to the other side of this pandemic, by providing a strong
framework for landlords and commercial tenants to work together during the pandemic.
In Geelong, I am very aware of businesses relying on this legislation, so I know that there will be relief with
the passing of this amendment.
The CTRS forms an important part of the government’s support package for small businesses during
COVID-19.
Part 2.2 of the COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 2020 permits the making of regulations to
give effect to the commercial tenancy relief scheme. The CTRS is currently due to expire six months after the
commencement of the omnibus act. The COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) (Commercial Leases
and Licences) Regulations 2020 (CTRS regulations) were made under part 2.2 of the act to give effect to the
CTRS and fix its end date at 29 September 2020.
As the impact of COVID-19 has extended in Victoria, it has become apparent that small businesses will
require the protections provided by the CTRS to be extended beyond this date.
It is imperative that this bill is passed so that small businesses can continue to receive these important
protections and support.
This bill will permit the extension and amending of the current regulations until 26 April 2021.
This will help support our small businesses with an extension of the commercial tenancy relief scheme to
31 December 2020, as well as flexibility for the government to further extend the CTRS to 26 April 2021 in
the future, if needed.
It is intended that the provisions will continue to apply in respect of all eligible commercial leases where the
tenant qualifies for (and is a participant in) the commonwealth’s JobKeeper program and has an annual
turnover of up to $50 million. As originally intended, this includes (but is not limited to) eligible sole traders,
not-for-profit businesses and franchisees.
This bill will amend the act to enable the eligibility requirements for rent relief to be determined under the
regulations. This will confirm that sole traders are eligible to participate if they are participating in JobKeeper.
Importantly, as the final details for JobKeeper are still being determined, moving the eligibility requirements
into the regulation will increase flexibility for the government to adjust eligibility requirements as the
commonwealth’s JobKeeper program evolves so that the CTRS can continue to support businesses in Victoria
as intended.
The bill also seeks to enhance the protections provided to small businesses that are continuing to suffer as a
consequence of the pandemic.
Under the CTRS, the Victorian Small Business Commission (VSBC) is providing commercial tenants and
landlords with access to free mediation to support fair tenancy negotiations.
As at 22 August 2020 the Victorian Small Business Commission had received 8274 COVID-19-related
inquiries. The commission has been able to assist these businesses, both tenants and landlords, with
information and practical advice to help them reach agreements on rent relief. Of the cases reaching
mediation, more than 90 per cent have resulted in tenants and landlords reaching common ground.
But not all of these disputes have been able to be successfully resolved, with some parties refusing to
participate in mediation.
While the CTRS has been successful in helping many businesses reach agreements, it requires strengthening
for those limited instances where landlords have refused to comply with their obligations to provide rent relief.
It is important to realise that it is in everyone’s best interests, both landlords and tenants, for parties to reach
agreements on rent relief that enable as many businesses as possible to make it through the pandemic.
Compliance with the regulations is not optional, and landlords are required to provide support to eligible
tenants that make a request in line with the regulations.
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The government recognises that it is not necessarily easy for all of our landlords to provide rent relief—
particularly smaller, private landlords.
In recognition of this, in August 2020, the government announced our Commercial Landlord Hardship Fund,
a $60 million fund that will provide support of up to $3000 per tenancy for eligible landlords that provide their
tenants with proportionate rent relief. Applications for the Commercial Landlord Hardship Fund are open now.
This additional support will be complemented by increased land tax discounts for eligible landlords which
have been doubled to 50 per cent, up from 25 per cent.
The government commends the many landlords and tenants that have participated in negotiations in good
faith and reached agreements to ensure that as many businesses as possible survive the impact of COVID-19.
The CTRS extension, as well as some of the changes announced, will help support our small business tenants
and landlords through the coronavirus pandemic.
The government has to date invested more than $10 billion in the coronavirus health response and economic
supports for businesses, workers and families.
In August, we announced details of $26 million for small business mental health and wellbeing programs.
The Victorian government also joined with the Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry in launching
a new $10 million business mentoring initiative to help small business owners navigate the challenges posed
by coronavirus.
We’re providing practical support to Victorian businesses through this difficult time.
I am proud to support this legislation. I know that the Geelong community will welcome this extension to the
commercial tenancy relief scheme.
I commend the bill to the house.

Mr TAK (Clarinda)
I’m also grateful to be able to make a contribution to the debate on the COVID‐19 Commercial and
Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension) Bill 2020.
This is another extremely important bill—and one that is being greatly received in my electorate.
I’ve had many calls from constituents requesting an extension to the residential tenancy relief scheme. The
pandemic has obviously hit a lot of Clarinda families hard, and this government will do everything in its
power to support those families to the other side of this pandemic.
This bill has three important objectives, those being:
(1) to extend the operation of support measures for residential tenants and landlords set out in part 16 of the
Residential Tenancies Act 1997 (RTA) and the Residential Tenancies (COVID‐19 Emergency
Measures) Regulations 2020 to 28 March 2021, with a flexible option to extend further to 26 April 2021
if required;
(2) to amend the COVID‐19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 2020 (omnibus act) to extend the
operation of part 2.2 up to 26 April 2021, noting the scheme will initially be extended by the COVID‐19
Omnibus (Emergency Measures) (Commercial Leases and Licences) Regulations 2020 to 31 December
2020, with the option to extend those regulations further, to no later than 26 April 2021, if required; and
(3) to continue to deliver on measures and reforms agreed to by Victoria as a part of national cabinet and
related intergovernmental forums formed with the commonwealth, states and territories in response to
the COVID‐19 emergency, in particular those related to commercial and residential tenancies.
For residential tenants, this bill gives effect to the government’s decision to extend the moratorium on
residential tenancies and complementary measures to 28 March 2021, which is a really positive step.
As well as the moratorium on evictions, these measures include a ban on rent increases and blacklisting of
tenants impacted by coronavirus during the period; the establishment of Consumer Affairs Victoria’s ‘front
door’ service for eviction matters; and a separate dispute resolution service making binding determinations,
when mediating tenant-landlord rental negotiations. And we’ve also made it easier for tenants to end a
tenancy, with no lease-break fees for those in financial hardship due to the pandemic.
In the months past, I’ve heard from many families about the crushing weight of rental stress and the toll it
was having both financially and mentally on parents and children alike. As such, I’m extremely glad to see
this bill before the Parliament and I look forward to helping constituents access relief moving forward.
For commercial tenants, this bill will help support our small businesses with an extension of the commercial
tenancy relief scheme to 31 December 2020, as well as flexibility for the government to further extend the
relief scheme to 26 April 2021, if needed.
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It is intended that the provisions will continue to apply in respect of all eligible commercial leases where the
tenant qualifies for (and is a participant in) the commonwealth’s JobKeeper program and has an annual
turnover of up to $50 million. As originally intended, this includes (but is not limited to) eligible sole traders,
not-for-profit businesses and franchisees.
This bill will amend the act to enable the eligibility requirements for rent relief to be determined under the
regulations. This will confirm that sole traders are eligible to participate if they are participating in JobKeeper.
I’ve also heard from many businesses, particularly those in hospitality and retail, about the devastating rental
stress as a commercial tenant with limited or no ability to operate in their leased spaces. This aligns with the
feedback from tenant representatives on the Code Administration Committee, who advocate that an extension
of the commercial relief scheme is required to enable businesses to adapt their operations or hibernate until
recovery can commence.
Just yesterday I spoke with several local business owners about the mental health impacts of this crisis. Please
continue to reach out to me, and please stay in touch. We will get through this together.
The relief scheme forms an important part of the government’s support package for small businesses. Another
important element of the support package is the $26 million business wellbeing and mental health program.
This program will work to address the mental health needs of sole traders and small and medium business
owners and their workers. St John Ambulance-accredited mental health and crisis support training is available
to members who hold positions at chambers of commerce, business associations or business networks.
Registrations of interest are open now. This important program will also deliver mental health specialists
embedded in industry and business associations, and an expanded Partners in Wellbeing telephone hotline.
The government’s business support program has also been expanded—supporting employing businesses
through restrictions with $10 000 grants to support eligible businesses in metropolitan Melbourne and
$5 000 grants to support eligible businesses in regional Victoria.
There are also a range of other measures in the support package such as the $10 million business recovery
and resilience mentoring program, the $60 million Commercial Landlord Hardship Fund, Upskill My
Business and Business Victoria workshops, the Night-time Economy Business Support Initiative and the
Hospitality Business Grant Program.
All of these measures are squarely focused on getting us all to the other side of this crisis. We’ve got a long
way to go, but we’re coming through this. The Premier announced this week that the Victorian government
will release its reopening road map this Sunday.
I am looking forward to the release of the road map and I am looking forward to working together with the
Clarinda community—with our businesses and our families—to rebuild.
I’d just like to take the opportunity to again express that I have been really heartened by the way that landlords
and tenants in the electorate have worked together in partnership during this crisis. We’ve heard many stories
and have many examples of good-faith negotiations, and that is testament to the character of our community.
Again, if there are still tenants and landlords out there who are struggling to come to an agreement on rent
reductions, I encourage them to reach out to the dispute resolution services with Consumer Affairs Victoria
or the Victorian Small Business Commission, who are mediating to ensure that fair agreements are reached.
Relevant to mediation, as at 22 August 2020 the Victorian Small Business Commission had received more
than 8000 COVID-19-related enquiries. The commission has been able to assist these businesses, both tenants
and landlords, with information and practical advice to help them reach agreements on rent relief. Of the cases
reaching mediation, more than 90 per cent have resulted in tenants and landlords reaching common ground,
which is very positive.
So, again, I’m delighted to see the proposed extension and delighted for the certainty that it will bring to
families and businesses over the coming months.
And I commend the bill to the house.

Mr BRAYNE (Nepean)
I rise to speak on the COVID-19 Commercial and Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension)
Bill 2020.
The COVID-19 global pandemic has proven to be the greatest challenge the world has faced for many
decades, impacting the way we live, work, and interact with one another.
Despite the challenges we face, the Andrews Labor government is ensuring that Victoria comes out of the
other side of this deadly pandemic with the policy settings to help aid an economic recovery, and this
legislation is no exception.
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The Andrews government introduced measures to ensure the economic survival of Victoria through the
COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Bill 2020 in April. This legislation included regulations to
ensure that economic shutdowns can be effectively managed to ensure as minimal disruption to businesses
and individuals as possible.
A key component of these emergency measures was the temporary amendment to legislation around
commercial and residential tenancies, which placed a moratorium on evictions and rent increases in residential
tenancies and ensures that businesses cannot have their commercial leases terminated.
Furthermore, the regulations have ensured that tenants who are facing financial hardship due to the pandemic
are able to end a tenancy agreement without incurring a lease-break fee, ensuring that some of the most
vulnerable workers in our society are not penalised for circumstances outside their control.
Additionally, tenancy disputes were referred to a ‘single front door’ which is administered through Consumer
Affairs Victoria, to ensure that all negotiations can be conducted in a fair and reasonable manner.
In the past four months, close to 26 000 agreements for reduced rent have been registered with Consumer
Affairs Victoria, with advice and dispute resolution services accessed more than 80 000 times.
Of these contacts, more than 90 per cent have found solutions, including more than 8400 cases resolved
through its residential tenancies dispute resolution scheme.
A similar mechanism has also been implemented for commercial tenancies through the Victorian Small
Business Commission, and more than 7900 rent-related inquiries have been fielded between landlords and
tenants over the past five months.
As was the case with resolutions between residential tenants and landlords, more than 90 per cent have seen
landlords and tenants reaching common ground.
These changes have played a vital role in ensuring that Victorian individuals and businesses can continue to
have a roof over their heads as we navigate through the lockdowns necessary to stop the spread of this deadly
pandemic.
This is especially important as the key aspect of the lockdowns is about ensuring that every Victorian stays at
home as much as possible and adheres to the public health restrictions, and therefore we must make sure
everyone has a home to stay in.
There are two main components to this legislation.
Written into the original legislation which has enabled these changes was a sunset clause of six months, which
allows these regulations to lapse on 26 September. As it is abundantly clear this pandemic is not over and will
not be over on the 26th, we cannot have a situation where the mechanisms which have been so successful at
bringing together tenants and landlords to find a resolution are allowed to end when we still have so much
work to go to drive these cases down and then allow for a gradual reopening of the economy.
For this reason, this legislation seeks to extend the moratorium on evictions until 28 March 2021, or no later
than 27 April 2021 if extension is ordered by the Governor in Council. This allows for the flexibility to quickly
and appropriately respond to the effects of COVID-19 if required.
The extension mechanism will only be used if the public health and economic conditions arising from the
pandemic warrant the continuation of support for the residential rental sector. While I very much hope that it
is not necessary to exercise this power, the experience of the second wave has shown just how pervasive and
insidious this virus is and how important it is to plan for future public health measures.
Due to the potential for extension of these measures, the legislation sets the commencement of the Residential
Tenancies Amendment Act 2018, delayed by the initial COVID emergency measures legislation, to 27 April
2021. The option also exists for this date be brought forward in the event that the COVID-19 measures are
removed early.
I know how important it is that we get these regulations right. So many people on the Mornington Peninsula
have lost work and are struggling during this time. I am so proud that my constituents have done the right
thing and followed the public health directives, staying home and showing their commitment to ensuring we
bring our case numbers down to protect the most vulnerable in our society. Our peninsula will need a recovery,
and addressing the problems we need to now will pave the way to an economic recovery summer for
businesses, workers and families.
For this reason it is so important that we do everything we can to assist renters across Victoria to ensure that
they can maintain a roof over their heads. The way I see it, it is the least we can do for the community given
that it is only with their support for the public health measures that we can drive these cases down.
The second component of this legislation is the amendment of clause 2.2 in the omnibus act, which allows
for the making of regulations to give effect to the commercial tenancy relief scheme (CTRS). As is the case
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with the moratorium on residential evictions, this clause is due to expire six months after the commencement
of the omnibus act.
As the impact of COVID-19 has extended in Victoria, it has become apparent that small businesses will
require the protections provided by the CTRS to be extended beyond this date.
This legislation therefore permits the extension of the current regulations until 26 April, ensuring that
businesses can continue to receive these important protections and support as we navigate our way out of this
pandemic.
Small businesses are the lifeblood of our community and are a vital component of the economy of the
Mornington Peninsula, and I know how important it is that we do everything we can to support the economic
engines of the townships in my electorate. This is especially important as a key industry on the Mornington
Peninsula is the tourism sector, which has been decimated by the pandemic. Allowing for certainty and relief
for small businesses is therefore crucial to ensuring that the community of Nepean come out of this without
losing the industries which keep the bills paid for so many residents.
It is intended that the provisions will continue to apply in respect of all eligible commercial leases where the
tenant qualifies for (and is a participant in) the commonwealth’s JobKeeper program and has an annual
turnover of up to $50 million. As originally intended, this includes (but is not limited to) eligible sole traders,
not for profit businesses and franchisees.
This bill will amend the act to enable the eligibility requirements for rent relief to be determined under the
regulations. This will confirm that sole traders are eligible to participate if they are participating in JobKeeper.
Importantly, adjustments to the eligibility requirements will increase flexibility for the government to make
adjustments where necessary. This is vital as the commonwealth’s JobKeeper program evolves so that the
CTRS can continue to support businesses in Victoria as intended.
These changes show recognition of the vital role that the commonwealth government is providing through
the JobKeeper scheme, and by bringing requirements into the regulatory framework it will allow for the
flexibility to support businesses as the situation changes.
Another key component of this legislation is the introduction of additional protections for tenants with regard
to rent relief. While the vast majority of negotiations between parties have been conducted in good faith, there
are still many cases where a landlord has refused to comply with their obligations.
It is in everyone’s best interest that parties are able to reach agreements for rent relief where it is required, as
it is only through this that we will ensure that as many businesses as possible make it through the pandemic.
For this reason, the legislation will allow the Victorian Small Business Commission to make orders on
proportionate rent relief. The intent of these changes is to provide an incentive for landlords and tenants to
negotiate and for tenants to receive the protections that the CTRS provides if their landlord had complied with
the regulations.
Likewise, it is important that tenants also comply with the requirements. Tenants aren’t automatically entitled
to rent relief and it is expected that all parties will come together and find an equitable settlement.
Furthermore, I am pleased that the government recognised that it is not easy for all of our landlords to provide
rent relief, and the creation of the Commercial Landlord Hardship Fund will go a long way to ensuring that
landlords are assisted in their provision of rent relief. The $60 million Commercial Landlord Hardship Fund
will provide support of up to $3000 per tenancy for eligible landlords that provide their tenants with
proportionate rent relief. This support comes in addition to increased land tax discounts for eligible landlords
which have been doubled to 50 per cent, up from 25 per cent.
It is so great to see that right through this difficult time so many landlords and tenants have participated in
good-faith negotiations to find an equitable solution. This pandemic is a once-in-a-century event and it is only
through regulations such as these that the spirit of cooperation has ensured that all Victorians are in it together.
As such it is fantastic that the government is seeking to continue these measures for another six months, giving
businesses, workers and families the tools to ensure they continue to have a roof over their heads.
I am proud to support this legislation as it recognises that this pandemic is not over and that it is vital we continue
to provide assistance to landlords and tenants who have been badly impacted by the effects of this pandemic.
While we still have a long way to go, actions such as this demonstrate the conviction that the Andrews
government shows toward ensuring that we are all able to navigate the challenges presented by COVID-19.
I commend this bill to the house.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
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Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
The SPEAKER: The bill will now be sent to the Legislative Council and their agreement requested.
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (STATE OF EMERGENCY
EXTENSION AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2020
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Mr PAKULA:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The SPEAKER: The question is:
That this bill be now read a second time and a third time.

House divided on question:

Ayes, 33
Brayne, Mr
Bull, Mr J
Carbines, Mr
Carroll, Mr
Connolly, Ms
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Dimopoulos, Mr
Donnellan, Mr
Edbrooke, Mr
Foley, Mr
Fregon, Mr

Green, Ms
Hall, Ms
Halse, Mr
Hamer, Mr
Hennessy, Ms
Hibbins, Mr
Horne, Ms
Hutchins, Ms
Kilkenny, Ms
Maas, Mr
McGuire, Mr

Merlino, Mr
Pakula, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Pearson, Mr
Read, Dr
Sandell, Ms
Scott, Mr
Staikos, Mr
Taylor, Mr
Theophanous, Ms
Ward, Ms

Noes, 23
Angus, Mr
Battin, Mr
Britnell, Ms
Bull, Mr T
Burgess, Mr
Guy, Mr
Hodgett, Mr
McCurdy, Mr

McLeish, Ms
Morris, Mr
Newbury, Mr
O’Brien, Mr D
O’Brien, Mr M
Riordan, Mr
Rowswell, Mr
Smith, Mr R

Smith, Mr T
Southwick, Mr
Staley, Ms
Vallence, Ms
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Wells, Mr

Question agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
The SPEAKER: A message will be sent to the Legislative Council informing them of the
agreement.
Register of opinion on question
Ayes
Ms Addison, Ms Allan, Mr Andrews, Ms Blandthorn, Mr Cheeseman, Ms Couzens, Ms Crugnale,
Ms Edwards, Mr Eren, Mr Fowles, Ms Halfpenny, Ms Kairouz, Mr Kennedy, Mr McGhie, Ms Neville,

BILLS
Friday, 4 September 2020

Legislative Assembly

2235

Ms Richards, Mr Richardson, Ms Settle, Ms Sheed, Ms Spence, Ms Suleyman, Mr Tak, Ms Thomas,
Ms Williams, Mr Wynne
Noes
Ms Cupper, Mr Northe, Ms Ryan
Business interrupted under resolution of house of 3 September.
The SPEAKER: The time appointed by the order of the house for me to interrupt business has
now arrived, and the house is now adjourned.
House adjourned 5.18 pm until Thursday, 17 September.
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Joint sitting of Parliament
SENATE VACANCY
Members of both houses met in Assembly chamber at 3.01 pm.
The CHAIR (Hon. CW Brooks): Order! Members, this is a joint sitting of the Legislative Council
and the Assembly to choose a person to hold the place in the Senate rendered vacant by the resignation
of Senator Richard Di Natale. Joint standing orders 19 to 23 apply. I invite proposals from members
for the appointment of a person to hold the vacant place in the Senate.
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier): I propose:
That Lidia Thorpe hold the place in the Senate rendered vacant by the resignation of Senator Richard Di Natale.

She is willing to accept the nomination. In order to satisfy the joint sitting as to the requirements of
section 15 of the commonwealth constitution, I also advise that I am in possession of advice from the
state director of the Australian Greens Victoria that Lidia Thorpe is the selection of the Australian
Greens, the party previously represented in the Senate by Senator Richard Di Natale.
The CHAIR: Who seconds the proposal?
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne): I am delighted to second the proposal.
The CHAIR: Are there any further proposals? As only one person has been proposed, I declare
that Lidia Thorpe has been chosen to hold the place in the Senate rendered vacant by the resignation
of Senator Richard Di Natale.
I now declare the joint sitting closed.
Proceedings terminated 3.03 pm.
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows)
I refer to the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee inquiry into the budget estimates and the contribution
from the Treasurer as Minister for Economic Development on how Victoria is trying to strengthen economic
performance with a range of mechanisms. As part of the Victorian Government’s commitment to recovery
post COVID-19, I want to update the house on hard-won progress on the strategy I have long prosecuted to
coordinate the three tiers of government, business and civil society to create greater opportunities. This is
critical for Broadmeadows to become a prototype for economic and social recovery delivering new industries
and jobs under the model I have launched, the Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board 4.0.
The significant development is that Broadmeadows has been declared a priority precinct in the bid for a northwest city deal. The Australian government committed to this city deal as a promise at the last federal election.
Former Victorian Premiers Steve Bracks and John Brumby, in partnership with the President of the Senate,
Scott Ryan, have been recruited to help champion this bipartisan bid. I’d like to thank organisers of the online
launch during the COVID-19 pandemic lockdown for their on-screen acknowledgement: ‘Frank McGuire
has continued to be a passionate advocate for the North and West Melbourne City Deal’.
Broadmeadows topped the eight key precincts defined at the launch of the north and west city deal proposals
that identified 66 transformative and enabling projects, emphasising that 300 000 new jobs will be needed in
these regions. Elevating Broadmeadows to priority status is the culmination of years defining the vision and
strategy, attracting investments of hundreds of millions of dollars and advocating for a city deal through the
reports Creating Opportunity: Postcodes of Hope, first published in 2016, and Building Smarter Cities:
Stronger Communities in 2017–18. Further advocacy and value were added through two more reports to the
Victorian Government in 2017 and 2018 defining key projects renewing urban housing, investing in
revitalising the Broadmeadows town centre, creating new jobs, linking people to jobs, building individual
skills and aspirations and developing coordinated governance structures. These reports were delivered by the
Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board that I chaired. Hume City Council was a key member of this board,
endorsing these initiatives.
I have called for the council to define and financially commit to shovel-ready and pipeline projects for the
state district of Broadmeadows before entering its caretaker role prior to upcoming municipal elections. These
are also key requests from the Victoria government. I have also called on Hume City Council to define its
long-promised equalisation strategy for the state district of Broadmeadows, covering funding allocations and
funding applications. Such investments at a time of record low interest rates are urgent and vital. I have defined
how they would help leverage budget opportunities from other tiers of government, the private sector,
superannuation funds and civil society for new infrastructure for community revitalisation, industries and
jobs. The vision, plans and investors have been delivered. The requirement now is financial commitment. I’m
looking forward to the Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board benefiting from the Victorian government’s work
in revitalising the Latrobe Valley. I thank the Premier for his patronage of the new Broadmeadows
Revitalisation Board 4.0, which will also report to the Treasurer and other job-creating ministers.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the Victorian Government’s Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth)
I wish to speak to the Inquiry into the Victorian Government’s Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic,
presented to the Parliament this week.
At the time of the interim public hearings into the COVID-19 pandemic, the Victorian government was keen
to promote its support and running of the hotel quarantine program as a bit of a good news story around
quarantining returning travellers. The minority report specifically found on finding 5 that ‘The Premier has
failed to use the “very best” personnel to manage and protect outbreaks from occurring from travellers
returning to hotel quarantine’.
The glow presented by the Premier in the early months of the pandemic in March and April was of an
organised government who was leading a national charge of states to take control of returning travellers, who
at the time were credited with being responsible for over 80 per cent of COVID-positive cases. The Premier
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himself announced very publicly on 27 March that his government, working with the ADF, would take charge
of returning travellers to keep Victorians safe. In fact Victoria at the time of taking evidence was holding itself
up as the national leader in managing community outbreaks.
But it was not to be. In fact Victoria in the space of only a few months became the national hotbed of
community transmission. In fact the state government for months sat on what evidence it had about the
growing community transmission in Victoria. Ninety-nine per cent of the now infamous second wave of
Victorian COVID cases that began in mid-July were found to be linked to COVID-19 cases that originated
in our Victorian quarantine.
The Victorian government has run quarantine before. In fact quarantine is one of the world’s oldest forms of
contagion control, used since the middle centuries. But the Victorian government in its hubris saw fit to use
the need for quarantine to mitigate its rising unemployment problem and its secret obligations to the trade
union movement. Offers of professional support from the ADF were ignored. In fact the Victorian
government consistently refused to engage the ADF and instead opted for using Facebook and Gumtree to
find untrained, inexperienced bodyguards to fulfil the important role of quarantine guards. The lines of
command for managing quarantine were never made clear to the committee. The hotel quarantine was
eventually abandoned, and the Victorian government stopped international arrivals from arriving into
Victoria. As I speak Victoria is still refusing international travellers and returning Victorians, which has put a
huge strain on many Victorians trying to get back home to family and friends.
The PAEC committee hearings heard constantly that the Victorian government had all the resources it needed.
The Premier and senior ministers assured the committee that all that could be done was being done to keep
Victorians safe. The facts, sadly, tell a very different story. In fact compared to other states Victoria has led
the nation in infections, deaths and community spread. Victoria has consistently had the slowest test turn
around and some of the least effective contact tracing.
Infamously the rural community of Colac went from zero cases up to 17 July to over 104 cases in three weeks
because the support, testing and tracing regime was not in place, despite evidence given during the hearings
that testing and tracing was happening on average in 48 hours. The facts that came to light in Colac showed
community members taking up to 11 days to get their test results, and community groups and organisations
being forced to do their own contact tracing in order to keep people safe.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley)
I refer to the report tabled on the 2019–20 budget estimates and refer to section 6.5, page 130, regarding roads
and road safety and the Transport Accident Commission.
My concerns follow on from an earlier report called Safety on Victoria’s Roads: Regional Road Barriers. The
Andrews government, even prior to the mismanagement of the quarantine system in Victoria, were
headstrong in pursuing the rollout of the wire rope barriers across regional Victoria.
While many Victorians, including myself, raised questions as to the effectiveness of some of these barriers
and the locations of some of these barriers, we were again ignored by this government.
Let me be clear in saying that not all of the barriers were a waste of money, but it was clearly obvious that
many of Victoria’s barriers were in the wrong place or not required. Now I see the report from the AuditorGeneral said, and in the conclusions suggested, when referring to the safety barriers, ‘they are not as cost‐
effective as VicRoads and TAC intended’.
That former report is scathing of the overall effectiveness, and another quote says:
‘We found that these treatments, which include flexible barriers and other safety measures, have most
likely reduced fatalities and serious injuries on the treated sections of road by 46.5 per cent. This result
is below the individual crash reduction factors that VicRoads set for 17 of the 18 completed projects. If
this result persists, then the projects will not achieve their expected benefits and the Top 20 Program will
be less cost effective than intended’.
‘VicRoads did not sufficiently plan its flexible barrier installation projects under the Top 20 program.
As a result, it is likely to spend at least 22 per cent more installing the barriers than it originally budgeted
for. Additionally, it has failed to properly maintain and monitor the barriers it installed, which increases
the risk that they will not perform as intended’.
Continuing on roads and safety, section 6.1 of the 2019–20 budget estimates report, I will focus on Towards
Zero.
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Now this is very disturbing when I consider that road projects in the Ovens Valley electorate are in desperate
need of a safety upgrade but still go unnoticed by the Minister for Transport Infrastructure. Sadly we have roads
like the Wangaratta-Whitfield Road, which is narrow, lacks shoulders and is now home to much more traffic
flow than ever before, and that number is growing as the wonderful King Valley wine region continues to grow.
I hope that the minister will apologise for this waste of taxpayer-funded wire rope barriers, which come out
of a pot of money targeted to make safety upgrades for our rural roads.
We have many grey spot and black spot roads and intersections that are crying out for investment, and yet
this Melbourne-based government continues to ignore what needs to be done and pushes on with projects that
are clearly, and are now confirmed as, a poor investment. I urge the minister to apologise for this
mismanagement, and if this government really wants to head towards zero in the road toll, then it needs to
begin with fixing broken roads.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the 2017–18 and 2018–19 Financial and Performance Outcomes
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South)
I am pleased to speak on the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee’s Inquiry into the 2017–18 and 2018–
19 Financial and Performance Outcomes, and I wish to focus on the government’s investment in
infrastructure.
The government has made a virtue of its investments in infrastructure and many commentators have likewise
credited this investment for much of the government’s political success.
Much of this investment has been in transport infrastructure, but what is telling about this government is
where that investment has been and how it has been managed.
On page 83 of the PAEC report, there is a list of ‘key achievements’ in transport infrastructure—of the seven
listed, all but one are in Melbourne. Naturally the one is a rail project for Ballarat and Geelong—which, along
with Bendigo, seem to be the only parts of Victoria that exist for Labor outside Melbourne.
This highlights the city-centric bias of the Andrews Labor government and this is replicated across a host of
portfolios.
In transport infrastructure, my electorate of Gippsland South is finally seeing some of the major projects I
have been pushing getting funding—but at outrageous extra cost to the taxpayer and after massive delays
which of course have largely caused the extra cost.
I have been campaigning for at least four years for funding to complete the final two stages of the Princes
Highway duplication between Traralgon and Sale. I have raised this matter 38 times in state parliament, have
tabled hundreds of petitions and have written to ministers numerous times.
The existing stages were completed in 2018 and the rest went unfunded by this Labor government, leaving
the road project unfinished.
Now, finally, the government has been dragged kicking and screaming to funding this project by the federal
government and member for Gippsland Darren Chester, who first put up their 80 per cent share in 2018 and
have continued to stand by their allocation.
Finally, Labor and the Minister for Transport Infrastructure came to the party, but at an additional cost of
$85 million to Victorian and commonwealth coffers, from what the project was budgeted for just three years
ago.
I now call on the government to get on with this project as quickly as possible. The planning is all complete,
the funding is now secure and it should be going to tender now, given the funding was committed two months
ago.
Likewise, South Gippslanders have been waiting for decades for funding to fix the dangerous Black Spur
bends on the South Gippsland Highway between Koonwarra and Meeniyan.
Again, thanks to Darren Chester when he was federal infrastructure minister, the commonwealth committed
half the then $50 million cost in 2016. It took three years for Victorian Labor to actually get the project to
contract, at which point it had blown out from $50 million to an extraordinary $115 million—a staggering
130 per cent increase.
At last, though, work is finally underway to improve this stretch of road.
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But it’s not just transport where the infrastructure deficit remains. The government claims it has spent
$7.2 billion on new and upgraded schools but very little of that has made it to country Victoria, let alone
Gippsland.
We are still waiting for Labor to commit to the second stage of Korumburra Secondary College, which it has
ignored for five years, while The Nationals have committed to it at two elections.
Likewise, we need funding to complete the rebuild of Foster Primary School, which is half done, and I urge
the government again to fund a master plan for Sale College, which wants to consolidate onto one campus.
Finally, there is emergency services infrastructure. We know the government has gone out of its way to
decimate the CFA, but it has also failed miserably to support our hardworking volunteers with the stations
they need.
Again, I have been campaigning for years, and with three different ministers for emergency services, for
funding to replace outdated and dangerous fire stations at Foster, Mirboo North, Yarram and Winnindoo.
These projects must be funded in the forthcoming budget if the government is to have any credibility with its
claim to be a ‘government for all Victorians’, not just those in the city.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the 2017–18 and 2018–19 Financial and Performance Outcomes
Mr NORTHE (Morwell)
I speak to the Public Accounts and Estimate Committee’s (PAEC) Inquiry into the 2017–18 and 2018–19
Financial and Performance Outcomes, tabled 17 July 2020. I would like to congratulate the committee and
secretariat in delivering this quality report, because this report talks of a time pre-COVID-19—a time we all
remember fondly, I’m sure! It takes a great team to be able to put current events aside and effectively scrutinise
the past, and I commend them all for that.
I would like to speak to the elements discussed around public transport performance and customer
expectations. It’s no secret that provision of train services on regional lines seems to luck out, in favour of
metropolitan counterparts. This was acknowledged in the inquiry’s tabled report on page 89 and I quote:
The punctuality of regional train services remained below performance expectations across 2017–18
and 2018–19. DoT reported this was due to a range of factors including heat-related speed restrictions
impacted by infrastructure and train faults. Figure 5.3 below shows this is a longstanding issue.
Just to repeat that: ‘a longstanding issue’. My constituents have been enduring substandard public transport
services on Gippsland V/Line services for so long that we wouldn’t even know how to live our lives with a
reliable train service. Cancellations, replacement coaches, delays, late arrivals, late departures, service
disruptions, track works: all of these elements equate to my electorate not being able to rely on the trains to
get them where they need to be.
We have long suffered significant disruption and will continue to do so in the name of Regional Rail
Revival—however, in the end it seems we will see no real benefit to these works. Trips from Traralgon or
Morwell or Moe into Melbourne will not be faster, nor it seems will they be more reliable. Not only this, but
for our community groups such as the Traralgon and District Arts Society who are being displaced during the
track works at Traralgon—no home and no benefits.
In the budget estimates public hearings earlier last year, the then Minster for Public Transport was unable to
explain why:
… regional Victoria is 25 per cent of the state’s population, yet only 4 per cent of the public transport
budget has been allocated outside of Melbourne …
She did manage to give the good people at Latrobe Valley Bus Lines a plug for their work in sustainability,
in particular the delivery of their hybrid fleet. I am grateful that the government is aware of the terrific work
our local businesses are doing, and I commend Latrobe Valley Bus Lines also.
But the government’s limited investment creates substandard performance in regional public transport that
has reverberating effects across our community. I’ve been contacted by constituents who cannot get
themselves or loved ones to Melbourne for vital medical appointments. Workers have lost their jobs on
account of being late so often. Community members who have a disability and are unable to ride the coaches
are therefore unable to use public transport to get to the city. I believe this is grossly unfair.
I’ll tell you another part of this that is unfair. We pay more for it. Yes, that’s right—not only do we suffer
below performance expectations over consecutive years, we also pay more for the disadvantage. I shall give
you some examples.
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If I am a student living in the Latrobe Valley, I am not eligible for the 50 percent off ticket prices that my
regional counterparts enjoy. If I live in the Latrobe Valley as a student, my family would pay $617 for my
annual Victorian student pass. If I live in Geelong or Ballarat, my parents only fork out $353 for the year. But
it gets worse—if I lived in Bendigo, Portland or Colac, I would pay just $235 for the exact same entitlements.
Tell me: how is paying an additional $382 a year fair to Latrobe Valley families?
The disparity is also evident in seniors Myki pricing. A senior residing in Pakenham can travel for free to
Melbourne on a weekend, but those living in the Latrobe Valley can’t even get from Traralgon to Moe due to
our region being separated by up to six Myki zones. The two-consecutive-zone requirement essentially means
that a Morwell resident may travel free to Traralgon via bus or train using their Myki on a weekend—that’s
11.3 kilometres. But a metropolitan senior could travel from Stoney Point to Thornbury (80 kilometres),
Melbourne to Melton (50 kilometres) or Pakenham to Tottenham (70 kilometres). Other regional seniors in
Ballarat, Bendigo, Geelong, Mildura and Warrnambool enjoy free travel on their bus network on the weekend
because they have a smaller number of zones. But the Latrobe Valley do not have this opportunity, and those
travelling from Rosedale don’t even have access to the Myki system and have no benefit from discounted
Myki travel at all.
Victorian seniors Myki holders are also eligible for a daily cap of a $4.50 Myki charge when travelling in
Zones 1 and 2—but the daily $4.50 cap does not apply outside of the greater metropolitan area. So a senior
in Melbourne enjoys free weekend travel, plus discounted rates through the week—and yet we don’t have
access to any of these perks.
But it’s not just the vulnerable that miss out on reasonably priced public transport. It also disadvantages
anyone wishing to take the train directly into the city from Latrobe Valley train stations. I will explain one of
the most bizarre anomalies one could ever encounter.
For example, if I were travelling on a direct peak service as a full-fare-paying commuter, I will pay $31.80 if
I travel from Traralgon to Southern Cross station. However, if I travelled on the same peak service and tapped
my Myki card off and back on again at Warragul station, the following scenario would occur. My fare from
Traralgon to Warragul would be $10, whilst the cost from Warragul to Southern Cross is $18.20—therefore,
a total amount of $28.20. As you will observe, there is a price difference of $3.60 between these two same
journeys. This is unbelievable. So it costs more to travel on a direct train service into Melbourne than it would
to interchange at Warragul—go figure!
Being frustrated at the amount of people affected by this issue, I recently commissioned a parliamentary intern
report, which was undertaken by Mr Jack Hunt. I would like to put on record Mr Hunt’s diligent work in
creating this research piece and thank him for his dedication in his internship role. His report confirmed these
findings and made recommendations for a Myki zone review in the Latrobe Valley, amongst other
suggestions to improve this substandard pricing structure. I have written to the new Minister for Public
Transport to implore him to seriously review this important issue on behalf of my community because it just
beggars belief that this kind of inequality is being allowed to occur.
I will continue to advocate for the delivery of fair fares and more reliable public transport for commuters
within the Morwell electorate and encourage the state government to do the right thing and fix this mess.
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DISTINCTIVE AREAS AND LANDSCAPES PROGRAM
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services, Minister
for the Coordination of Environment, Land, Water and Planning: COVID-19)
An important election commitment of this state government is to protect the Bellarine Peninsula from
overdevelopment and, in doing so, protect its natural environment, its towns, its agricultural land and of course
its magnificent coastlines.
In 2019 the government delivered on this election commitment by declaring the peninsula a distinctive area
and landscape, an initiative that has been much welcomed by communities across the Bellarine.
I thank the hundreds of locals who have had input through community consultations in developing the
statement of planning policy.
I also commend all nine Bellarine community associations whose contribution to the process will prove
invaluable, ensuring a strong and informed statement.
Importantly, the local Wadawurrung have also contributed enormously to the process, and I of course thank
them.
In supporting the DAL, I was pleased to recently announce funding of $770 000 to enhance local environment
infrastructure and projects.
Funded projects include upgrade to the coastal trail between Portarlington and St Leonards and the
establishment of an all-abilities trail through the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve.
A community park will be established out of the Barwon Water catchment site on Grubb Road.
Funding was also provided for stage 1 of Barwon Water’s Bellarine recycled water project, aimed at
supplying more recycled water for local agriculture.
In addition, restoration funding has been made available for the Narrows woodland, Point Lonsdale
Lighthouse, Shortland’s Bluff at Queenscliff, Leopold Cemetery, Clifton Springs foreshore, Bonnyvale
wetlands and revegetation of sections of the Bellarine Rail Trail.
Through the DAL this state government is delivering strong planning controls and initiatives that will protect
and enhance our much-loved Bellarine Peninsula for now and most importantly for the future.

PORT MANAGEMENT
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast)
If it’s not broken, don’t fix it—that’s the message from two of my local governments to the Andrews Labor
government’s discussion paper into the management of Victoria’s ports.
This document, which was dumped on the industry while it’s trying to deal with the challenges a global
pandemic has presented, is clearly showing the way the government wants to go—take control for the sake
of it.
While it’s only a discussion paper, the language used leaves no question as to which way the
recommendations that are formed from the review will go.
Management of local ports along the western coast are proposed to be centralised into one new bureaucracy—
taking decision-making power away from locals. The Glenelg shire is miffed. They do an incredible job
running the local Port of Portland Bay and were recently given a huge amount of funding to further improve
the facilities.
The Moyne shire was in the middle of a strategic plan for the Port of Port Fairy to secure its long-term future
and ensure it remains successful under their leadership.
The Port of Portland, a private business, is looking at the prospect of losing control of the ability to appoint
one of its most senior staff members, the harbour master, with the government looking to take control of that
too. This should ring warning bells with every single private enterprise in the state.
There is no rhyme or reason for these changes. The only reasoning I can find is that a review hasn’t been done
for 20 years. If it’s not fundamentally broken, don’t try and fix it.
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NIDDRIE ELECTORATE
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety)
I rise to pay tribute to the people of the Niddrie electorate, and to recognise and thank them for their incredible
resilience and compassion in the face of hardship the coronavirus has brought to our doorsteps.
Particularly I want to acknowledge the residents in Airport West, Keilor Park and Niddrie, who entered
stage 3 lockdown at the end of June, before the rest of Melbourne in July.
Whilst it has been tough, numerous individuals, community groups and organisations have stepped up to
provide comfort and support to those who need it. It is warming to see the community spirit shine through in
hard times.
I notice regular updates in community Facebook groups from residents offering help and sharing small
businesses that will benefit from our support.
Now more than ever we need to shop and discover local, and support the small businesses whenever and
wherever we can.
To those small businesses and traders affected by stage 4 restrictions, I want to acknowledge that when calling
and emailing for clarity and advice, although anxious you were polite and overall just wanting to do the right
thing. I was reminded of the tenacity it takes to run a business and show up in the face of a challenge. I
commend you for this.
Whilst COVID-19 has been at the forefront of all our minds, great things are still taking place in the
community.
We have seen grants towards the improvement and survival of sporting grounds and clubs such as Overland
Reserve, Keilor basketball club and $500 000 for Keilor Park Reserve.
Rosehill Secondary College and Western Autistic School have both seen massive progress in their building
developments.
Valley Lake Estate finally has their bus service, and Green Gully Road will have traffic lights installed to
make it safer and easier to enter the freeway.
Progress does not stop even if our movement does, and these are great wins in the community despite our
current restrictions.
Finally, I want to reiterate that if anyone feels they need assistance to be in touch with my office, who will
help in any way they can.

COVID-19
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South)
I wish to take this opportunity in Parliament to both thank and praise my constituents in Gippsland South for
their diligence and patience in adhering to the incredibly difficult lockdown conditions we have all had to
endure this year.
It has been a difficult year for all of us—from those few who have been ill from contracting COVID-19, to
the businesses and workers who have lost their livelihoods or seen them placed on hold, to school students
who’ve had a massively disrupted year, and to all of us, especially the elderly and alone, who have found
physical isolation very hard.
But Gippslanders have worn it well. In the main, we have abided by the restrictions and stuck together as a
community, and it’s shown with very low numbers of cases in my two shires, South Gippsland and
Wellington, just 11 and 16 respectively in total.
It has been frustrating as we have battled interpreting the rules—constituent emails to me have spiked 130 per
cent—battled bureaucracy and nonsensical decisions both here and in other states, and wondered if it was all
worth it, especially when the second wave hit and we had to start all over again.
I want to pay tribute to all those who have helped: the neighbourhood houses helping people get through it,
materially and mentally—some regular drop-ins with technophobia have become whizzes at Zoom catch-ups
to ensure they get some human contact.
The charities that are helping those in great need, the neighbours helping each other out, and the business
owners putting enormous strain on themselves to keep their staff employed.
A special shout-out to our frontline workers in police and emergency services, nurses, doctors and allied
health staff.
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And to anyone who has just tried to brighten the day of our community—a Spoonville here, a teddy in the
window there, a child’s chalk artwork on the footpath somewhere else.
For anyone struggling through this, please reach out—to friends, family, colleagues, me, or if need be, to
Lifeline on 13 11 14.
We all can’t wait for this to be over and for life to return to some sort of normal. In the meantime, from your
local MP—thank you.

COVID-19
Ms HUTCHINS (Sydenham—Minister for Crime Prevention, Minister for Corrections, Minister for
Youth Justice, Minister for Victim Support)
Today I would like to express my appreciation to all the workers providing critical supports to victimsurvivors of crime throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Thank you to everyone on the phones at the Victims of Crime Helpline supporting and connecting victimsurvivors to services and assisting them make their way through the justice process.
Thank you to the Victims Assistance Programs, especially Cohealth, who service my electorate of Sydenham,
tailoring services so victim-survivors can heal and recover.
Thank you to everyone at the Victims Register, who provide critical information and support to victimsurvivors.
Thank you to the workers at the National Redress Scheme supporting victim-survivors who have experienced
institutional child sexual abuse, supporting them to heal and recover from unimaginable harm.
Thank you to those at the Youth Justice Group Conferencing and Family Violence Restorative Justice services
supporting victim-survivors to share their stories, giving them a real voice.
Thank you to the child witness officers and intermediaries providing specialist supports to victim-survivors,
witnesses and their families.
I want to acknowledge the very real impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on victim-survivors, witnesses
and their families. I have great admiration for their strength, courage and resilience. If anyone needs help, I
encourage them to call the Victims of Crime Helpline on 1800 819 817. The helpline is available seven days
a week from 8.00 am to 11.00 pm.

COVID-19
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill)
The complete mess that all Victorians now find themselves in is a direct result of the catastrophic
mismanagement and failures of the incompetent Andrews government. Whether that be the hotel quarantine
fiasco, the extraordinary failures in the contact-tracing system or just the overall negligence and incompetence
of the Premier and his ministers, the Andrews government has a lot to answer for.
My electorate office has been inundated with inquiries from constituents regarding the current disaster the
state finds itself in, including countless telephone calls and emails. I put on record my thanks to my staff for
their diligent attention to these inquiries.
Some examples of the inquiries we have been dealing with are as follows:
1.

Elderly residents living on their own and going weeks on end without any human contact. Many
of these people cannot go out for walks and are stuck in their homes and unable to have visitors.

2.

Immediate family members being unable to attend family funerals.

3.

An older lady living on her own being unable to get her regular mowing man, who she never
actually has contact with, to cut her lawns, thus leaving her unable to safely get to her backyard
clothesline.

4.

One lady living in a retirement village cannot celebrate a milestone birthday with her only daughter
and grandchildren.

5.

A family of four—mother, father and two daughters—all now unemployed due to the restrictions
resulting in their businesses being permanently closed.

6.

A self-funded retiree couple with an investment property where the tenants have not paid rent for
months. They are unable to get any recourse and are unable to sell during these times.
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7.

A young woman, with a doctor’s note advising that due to a medical condition she was not able to
wear a mask, being refused entry to a pharmacy where she needed to get her prescriptions filled
for the medication she is on.

8.

A woman with an aggressive form of breast cancer being denied the right to have a family member
attend and support her during her seven-hour-long chemotherapy sessions.

9.

People with holiday homes being unable to undertake maintenance checks on their properties and
consequently running the risk of not complying with their insurance policy requirement that a
property must be checked every six months.

10. Taxpaying small businesses and sole proprietors who are unable to get government help because
they are deemed to have ‘no relationship with the government’.
11. People calling angry and frustrated about the restrictions in place and now having no faith in this
government.
These examples reflect just some of the many terrible impacts the actions of this government are having on
my constituents.

SUICIDE PREVENTION
Ms SETTLE (Buninyong)
Most of us have been affected by suicide and know of someone who has taken their own life.
And each suicide affects us all deeply.
For every person that takes their own life, more than 135 people experience intense grief or are otherwise
affected.
It’s a tragedy and a great loss to our community.
In 2017, Victoria lost more than 600 people to suicide, which is more than double the road toll.
Victoria is a world leader in road safety, and we should be a world leader in preventing suicide.
I am proud to be part of a government that has committed to halving the rate of suicide.
But to do so, we need to take decisive action and invest in programs that prevent suicide.
Recently I helped officially launch Ballarat’s suicide prevention trial, a collaboration between Western
Victoria Primary Health Network, Headspace Ballarat, Wellways at Ballarat Base Hospital and Outside the
Locker Room, with Sam McIntosh leading the project.
The trial will equip our community to prevent suicide, teaching people how to have difficult conversations at
the right times.
Outside the Locker Room will deliver 30 mental health educational sessions, as well as welfare support, to
sporting clubs, community groups and local businesses until April next year.
Headspace will share stories showing that managing good mental health is achievable, offering insight about
hope and good management.
Wellways will provide tailored support for individuals and their families following an attempted suicide.
And Ballarat Community Health will focus on improving and supporting knowledge of suicide and mental
health in our GPs.
Together these initiatives will equip our community to prevent suicide and take a huge step towards halving
the rate.

COVID-19
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran)
I want to say thank you to essential workers in the Prahran electorate.
Our nurses, doctors and healthcare workers.
Teachers, educators, childcare workers.
People working in aged care and social services.
Workers in retail and hospitality, and everyone behind the scenes: cleaners, drivers and those working to keep
supply chains going.
You’re doing essential work that’s bringing you in close contact with people every day.
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You’re in harm’s way and at risk.
And we now all of us have a new appreciation of the work you do, finally the recognition that what you are
doing is providing an essential service to everyone in our community.
This new appreciation must extend beyond the pandemic.
It must go beyond just saying thank you.
We must now do all we can to demonstrate our thanks.
For many essential services, they are female-dominated industries—industries that haven’t been valued for
that very reason, and where low pay and insecure work are rife.
That means we need to fight for better pay and conditions, for more well-paid, secure jobs.
To make sure every worker, including casuals, has paid pandemic leave if they contract COVID or have to
self-quarantine.
It means continuing to push for frontline healthcare workers to get the highest level PPE they need and
guaranteed worker compensation if you contract COVID-19.
And for all workers to have paid leave if they contract COVID-19 or have to care for someone who does.
So today I say thank you, and commit to making sure your work is truly valued.

NEISHA FORBES
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean)
I pay tribute in this Parliament to my beautiful friend and neighbour Neisha Forbes, née Rudd, who sadly
passed away on 4 August after a dignified fight with brain cancer.
Neisha was one of those people who lit up a room. A sunny disposition, a kind and just heart, twinkling eyes
and a keen intellect were just a few of Neisha’s many positive attributes. Neisha lived and breathed the history
of Plenty. She was the founding president 2001–2009 and then secretary of the Plenty Historical Society
2010–2019. She recorded many of the histories of local families, local World War I veterans and the voiceless
orphans who were raised in the Sutherland Homes. Neisha particularly ensured that the pioneering women of
the district were remembered and acknowledged, such as Maud Fineran, who had provided the land where
the former Plenty Primary School was built, and Selina Sutherland, who established Sutherland Homes.
The restoration of the Plenty Memorial Gates was all due to Neisha’s drive and enthusiasm. A wreath was
laid at the gates on the day of Neisha’s funeral by her family. This was quickly added to with flowers left by
friends in tribute to a well-loved community member.
When the former Uniting (Methodist) Church was in danger of demolition to make way for the realignment
of Yan Yean Road, Neisha argued with council and VicRoads with dogged persistence to save the church.
Against all odds the church was not only saved but eventually restored. The day the church was moved down
Yan Yean Road to the Heritage Park, Neisha was there recording every moment. She and others she egged
on lay down on Yan Yean Road—traffic had been diverted—as she reckoned it was a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to lie safely on the old road. Neisha continued the fight with Major Road Projects Victoria
(MRPV) to reinstate the roof of the church, which had been partly moved for relocation. Unfortunately, the
warnings of the roof falling in were ignored and indeed the roof did collapse. However, MRPV sprang into
action and fulfilled their promise to restore the building.
Immediately prior to the current COVID stage 4 lockdown I was able to see the now complete restoration of
the church now to be the permanent home of the Plenty Historical Society. I felt Neisha’s loving spirit in
every floorboard, each wall, each door and each beautiful window. Sadly, Neisha had become too ill to see
the completed church restoration. I’m sure that the historical society will ensure that Neisha is acknowledged
in future in this lovely building.
Neisha lived next door to my office. I and my staff loved her visits, which would be accompanied by important
community news, delivery of our mail or some lovely roses from her garden. Despite her own illness she had
such compassion for my staffer, Brooke, whose mother was also diagnosed with brain cancer around the same
time and also passed away too young.
Neisha never had her own children, but her many nieces and any young people she ever met just loved her.
Neisha is survived by her devoted and loving husband, her soulmate, Neil.
Neisha always asked me how I was, worried that I was working too hard or not getting enough time for
myself. Neisha Forbes was a much-loved friend, confidante, advisor, mentor, quasi sister and teacher to me.
Most of all she was wise—the consummate Wise Elder of Plenty. Farewell, Neisha. You were one of the best
people I ever met. We will miss you terribly but you will never be forgotten.
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EVELYN ELECTORATE EMERGENCY SERVICES WORKERS
Ms VALLENCE (Evelyn)
On Thursday, 27 August 2020, catastrophic storms swept across Melbourne. Winds up to 158 kmph caused
widespread and extensive damage to homes and the power network. Tragically, three Victorians lost their
lives—my heart goes out to their families.
I wish to thank and acknowledge the extraordinary efforts of the Lilydale State Emergency Service, who
attended the fatal incident in Fernshaw. The Lilydale SES, a proudly 100 per cent volunteer unit, responded
to over 300 call-outs for urgent assistance. They worked tirelessly around the clock for four days straight to
make our community safe.
Also, I thank the hundreds of local CFA volunteers for their efforts to help clear storm damage, in particular
the Mount Evelyn, Wandin, Seville, Silvan, Gruyere, Coldstream, Lilydale and Chirnside Park fire brigades.
Melbourne’s outer east was most impacted, with Mount Evelyn suffering immense damage. Massive trees
ripped right out of the ground, falling across powerlines and homes, causing power outages for tens of
thousands of people across the Yarra Valley for six days.
During emergencies like this our community is fortunate to have these heroic SES and CFA volunteers.
The Lilydale SES removed trees which had crashed into homes, helped evacuate people with medical
conditions, provided generators to people living in disability support residences and undertook urgent repairs
to homes to avoid further storm damage.
Thirty-one-year volunteer and Lilydale SES unit controller Shaun Caulfield told me, ‘There hasn’t been a
storm event this destructive in a while—the weather doesn’t have a curfew!’.
Emergency services volunteers of the Lilydale SES and local CFA brigades are to be treasured. They are local
heroes. On behalf of our entire community, thank you for your courage and sacrifice, and for always
protecting our community.

COVID-19
Mr CHEESEMAN (South Barwon)
I’d like to take this opportunity to reflect on the importance of tourism to the Surf Coast and Great Ocean
Road economy. Last year 251 000 international tourists visited the Great Ocean Road, spending $109 million
and helping to create an estimated 11 200 jobs. Even higher are the numbers of domestic visitors who flock
to the coast and help support communities like Jan Juc, Lorne, and Apollo Bay. Torquay and the Surf Coast
attracted 2.49 million domestic and international visitors in 2018, who spent more than $544 million to
stimulate the economy and created 1500 jobs.
It goes without saying that this year of course has seen those numbers collapse, although it will take time to
assess the damage that the virus has done. Communities along the coast and across regional Victoria that rely
upon tourism for jobs and to support small businesses are suffering. I stand by businesses in my electorate
that need support, and I am proud of the widespread business support and targeted tourism support that this
Victorian government has provided.
I am also pleased that thanks to the hard work of Victorians in stopping the spread, we will soon have a road
map into reopening our state and rebuilding from the devastation that the virus has unleashed. Regional
Victoria eagerly awaits news of when it will be safe for Victorians to visit us and holiday around the state
once again.

COVID-19
Ms SHEED (Shepparton)
We’ve had our fair share of challenges in the Shepparton district in recent months especially with the spike
in local COVID-19 cases.
Goulburn Valley Health has been instrumental in the response, setting up a local GV Health contact-tracing
team. Having control at the local level was very successful and led to the containment of the two clusters in a
prompt and efficient manner.
I commend CEO Matt Sharp and his team at GV Health for the important work they have done to keep our
community safe and informed in the process.
Our aged-care facility Shepparton Villages faced a COVID-19 outbreak when a staff member and one
resident tested positive. They had a plan in place and were able to put it into action to stop the spread. We
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think of the terrible circumstances our elderly community have had to face with the threat of the virus and the
isolation in their rooms now for over a month.
We’ve also had to manage cross-border issues. We continue to face confusion, particularly for our
agribusiness workers, produce supply chains, and those contractors and workers trying to get to their
workplace across the border.
My office has had many conversations with the Minster for Agriculture and Regional Development, the
Victorian cross-border commissioner and others as they work with NSW authorities to address permit issues.
As we head towards the end of the school year, we are thinking of our students. It hasn’t been easy for them,
their teachers, parents and caregivers but they have done an amazing job and shown great resilience. To our
year 12 students—my very best wishes as you complete your VCE year in such extraordinary circumstances.

HOPE STREET FIRST RESPONSE YOUTH REFUGE, MELTON
Mr McGHIE (Melton)
Today I rise to speak about the virtual launch of Hope Street first response youth refuge on 6 August in
Melton.
The Hope Street first response youth refuge is a purpose-built modern facility providing short-term crisis
accommodation and 24/7 support to young people and young families experiencing homelessness each year.
Even during these extraordinary times good work continues to be done by the Andrews Labor government in
partnering with Melton City Council, philanthropic groups and the community to enable the building of this
much needed infrastructure.
CEO of Hope Street, Donna Bennett, stated that this was a landmark moment for a sector that has
unfortunately seen high demand for its Services.
Melton City Council mayor Cr Lara Carli added that:
This new facility will make a meaningful difference to vulnerable young people in our community who
are experiencing homelessness and hardship.
During this pandemic, more than ever, facilities such as this are vital as the need is amplified.
Specialist mobile outreach services and place-based services will be provided to our young people. The
feeling of security in having a roof over their head, a bed to sleep in and food in their tummies—but this is
just the start.
Education, training, general and specialist health supports, and social connectedness all play a part in ensuring
our next generation are supported to reclaim their lives.
While this launch was a virtual one, the good work certainly isn’t, and I look forward to visiting the Hope
Street youth refuge some time very soon.
I commend all involved in this project. Well done.

AGL CRIB POINT GAS TERMINAL
Mr BURGESS (Hastings)
The planning minister’s decision to not suspend the EES consultation process for AGL’s Crib Point gas
import facility was extremely disappointing. It appears the minister was either not listening to or was
completely ignoring the community’s need for an extension of time due to the COVID-19 lockdowns.
AGL has had two years to compile its EES case, amounting to many thousands of pages, and then a
community, unable to come together physically because it has been placed in strict lockdown, by this
government, is given by the same government just 40 business days to respond. It is not a fair and proper
process and has been designed to be that way.
Both stage 3 and stage 4 pandemic lockdowns have made it impossible for residents to meet face to face and
hold working groups or public meetings to discuss this enormous and complex EES and its implications.
When I wrote to the minister in early July, stage 3 restrictions were in force. Under current harsher stage 4
restrictions, there is an even more compelling argument to extend this aspect of the process.
The minister’s decision to proceed with the original 26 August EES deadline has only served to confirm for
Crib Point residents, the Andrews government’s involvement in bringing this inappropriate project to their
township and its intention to approve it regardless of any findings of the EES.
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COVID-19
Mr BURGESS (Hastings)
What is the world coming to when a mother cannot visit her 20-year-old injured son who is currently in a
coma in the ICU of the Alfred hospital after sustaining an horrific workplace accident?
Families are suffering under the Andrews government enforced COVID-19 lockdowns.
The state government has questions to answer about whether the deal it did with unions to keep construction
sites open contributed in any way to this young apprentice’s 6-metre fall.

COVID-19
Mr BURGESS (Hastings)
I am still hearing that sole traders are still being denied assistance through Business Victoria’s Business
Support Fund. The Andrews government is well aware that of the 570 000 businesses in Victoria more than
90 per cent of them are sole traders, suggesting that its plan from the start was to avoid providing any
assistance at all to the vast majority of Victorian businesses.
These revelations throw new light on comments by the Victorian Treasurer that these businesses missed out
on receiving support because they have no taxation relationship with the state. These sole trader small
businesses are hurting and still have bills to pay throughout this COVID crisis. Victoria needs more action
and less talk from the Andrews government when it comes to supporting our state’s small businesses.

VICTORIA POLICE
Mr BURGESS (Hastings)
I was shocked to see footage on Wednesday of a pregnant Ballarat mother being handcuffed by police for
organising an anti-lockdown protest through her comments on Facebook.
I can only imagine the types of unpleasant memories these overzealous actions have prompted for some of
our fellow citizens who have come to Australia from non-democratic nations. While none of us want these
protests to proceed, the stark contrast in approach to different protests raises serious questions about the
Andrews government’s motivations.

COMMUNITY SPORT
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale)
Our local sporting organisations play a crucial role in supporting healthy, engaged and connected
communities.
There is no underestimating the impact the pandemic has had on the operations and management of
community sport and recreation.
I know that many sporting clubs in and around the Pascoe Vale electorate have been hit hard by the COVID19 pandemic.
It is vital that we support these clubs through this difficult time so that they can safely return to play in the
future.
I am proud of the support that the Andrews Labor government is providing to the sports sector at this time.
Our sports sector COVID-19 survival package has already provided much-needed assistance to many clubs
and associations in my electorate including the Oak Park Soccer Club and the Coburg Basketball Association.
We are also investing in local sporting infrastructure for the future. I recently announced funds for a synthetic
pitch upgrade for the Pascoe Vale Football Club at Hosken Reserve. This will open up further opportunities
to play and develop local soccer at all levels.
These are challenging times; however, I am confident that with the strength of the local community, and
appropriate government support, we will get to the other side of this and back to playing the sports we love.

NORTHCOTE ELECTORATE SCHOOLS
Ms THEOPHANOUS (Northcote)
There is no doubt that this has been a school year like no other for students across the state and in my home
electorate of Northcote.
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As we support teachers, students and families during this difficult period, we have also been continuing our
record investment in local schools, with exciting projects in the works, underway or completed right across
the Northcote electorate.
The $3.16 million modernisation of Northcote Primary School has just been completed, including a
refurbished school hall, staff room, art room, meeting room and reception as well as a new canopy walkway
and main entrance.
Students at Thornbury High got to see their brand new gym and performing arts centre open at the start of the
year, while Preston High is also set to benefit from their recently completed new performing arts centre.
Early in the year I was honoured to join students at Bell Primary to open their new library, bathrooms,
classrooms and shared learning spaces—absolutely stunning!
Construction is underway for a new senior school building at Fairfield Primary and I’ve been watching the
construction happen through picture updates. When complete, this $7 million project will allow for an extra
200 students.
Incredible projects are also in the pipeline for Alphington and Wales Street primary schools. With designs for
both projects being finalised, I know our teachers, students and parents are excited to see the next steps
underway shortly.
Thanks to the Andrews government’s $2.7 billion building works package, students at Preston South Primary
School will also soon benefit from an upgrade and modernisation project as part of a $14.63 million funding
boost to transform the school.
Over the last two years we’ve seen more than $40 million in capital works delivered for schools in our
suburbs, ensuring our students have the modern amenities they need to thrive. I’ll keep working to deliver
even more for our local schools!
I also wanted to take this opportunity to acknowledge our incredible teachers, students and parents.
I know many families and students are facing unique challenges during these difficult times—from adapting
to remote learning, to being away from friends and juggling the responsibilities of working from home with
children. It has been really tough.
But I have been blown away by the creativity, adaptability and resilience of our entire school community as
we work together to drive down case numbers.
Truly, staying apart has brought us together. I look forward to visiting these schools and celebrating their
incredible new learning and play spaces soon.

COVID-19
Mr HAMER (Box Hill)
The COVID-19 pandemic has been a challenge for many in our community.
I would like to put on record my continued gratitude for the people of Box Hill who have remained vigilant
and followed the strict restrictions that have been in place over the past couple of months. I know how tough
these restrictions have been for everyone in our community. It is a tribute to the resilience of our community to
see what you are doing, and the sacrifices that you are making, to ensure that we can get on top of this virus.
To the healthcare workers at Box Hill Hospital, and all other healthcare workers that live in the Box Hill
electorate—thank you for putting your own health, and that of your family, to protect others in our
community.
I would also particularly like to acknowledge the work of the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre, which
has—once again—responded to the needs of our community. In July, they set up a team of volunteers to make
re-usable face masks for vulnerable members of the community. To date, this wonderful team has already
made over 650 masks, with many more orders being placed.

CHARLIE MIZZI
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh)
Charlie Mizzi was one the most genuine people you could ever meet. Not a single mean bone in his body.
Not a day went by that he wasn’t helping someone else. Charlie lived his life for others and he lived his values
every day.
We loved Charlie for his passion for the Labor Party. What a passion it was. He cherished Labor values. He
saw in the Labor Party the goal of helping people that really needed it.
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Many of those in this place today, including myself and in particular the members for Clarinda and Bentleigh,
but many others, many former members here and many in the federal Parliament including Simon Crean and
Clare O’Neil, all owe so much to Charlie for his work on our behalf. And more, for his friendship and his
loyalty.
But as much as he was with us in the ALP, he was just as much with the community.
For 28 years Charlie was a volunteer at Ronald McDonald House in Clayton—every day. At the hardest times
in people’s lives, Charlie would be there, always with a smile.
If there was someone in the streets of Clayton who was struggling, Charlie would find a way to get them the
help they needed.
If there was a community event that needed volunteers, Charlie would be there—on time, every time. A more
reliable person you will never meet.
If there was a local issue that was in need of a fight, Charlie would be amongst it.
He fought for so many years to help rid Clayton of that terrible level crossing. I remember his beaming smile
on the night it was removed. And I’m so glad he was there to see that his fight was worth it.
If you have ever lived or spent time around Clayton, you will surely have bumped into or had a chat with
Charlie.
Literally, Charlie was everywhere. Charlie was Clayton.
Charlie was a proud husband, father, grandfather. He and Gael were a team—a mighty team.
Thank you, Charlie. You changed lives. You made our community so much better. And we are so much
poorer for your passing.
My deepest condolences to Gael, all the Mizzi family and all the Clayton family who knew and loved Charlie.
Rest in peace my friend.

CASEY HOSPITAL
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South)
The Casey Hospital redevelopment is complete.
This $135 million expansion project has been delivered by the Andrews government and is now providing
more health services to the residents of Narre Warren South and surrounding areas.
The works have provided Casey Hospital with:
•

128 new multiday beds

•

12 intensive care unit beds

•

12 new day surgery unit beds

•

four more operating theatres, two theatres replaced to current standards

•

a redeveloped emergency department short-stay unit

•

bigger and better pharmacy

•

and 333 more car spaces.

This investment will ensure that Casey Hospital will now be able to treat more than 25 800 extra patients and
perform an extra 8000 procedures and support an extra 1300 births each year.
The new inpatient tower is also ready to support our health workers and community during the coronavirus
pandemic.
These past few months have seen our doctors, nurses, and medical professionals working tirelessly to ensure
that Victorians get the best care during this difficult time of COVID-19.
I would like to take a moment to thank the healthcare workers who have continued delivering quality care to
those in need during this pandemic.
So many in our community rely on hospital care and the pandemic has shown us just how important it is to
invest in our local hospitals and health care system.
The Casey Hospital expansion means that more people in my electorate can access health services close to
home and I am so proud to be part of a state government that keeps investing and delivering quality health care.
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FRANKSTON ELECTORATE
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston)
Melbourne Legacy volunteers can’t get out and rattle tins this year so we can all do our part to support those
who sacrificed so much for us by joining in the #LegacyBearHunt.
I’m proud to be an official ambassador for Melbourne Legacy this year to support their wonderful initiative,
the #LegacyBearHunt which is a fun and innovative way of raising funds in challenging times.
I also thank Minister Shaun Leane, MLC, regarding the great funding announcement for the newly reestablished Frankston Revitalisation Board which continues to deliver projects like upgrades to the shared
bike- and foot-path from Frankston station to the local Monash University campus and planning for the First
Peoples’ Health and Wellbeing social enterprise cafe.
Frankston is also receiving further funding as part of the Victorian government’s $2.7 billion building works
stimulus package.
The Frankston North community has $2 million reasons to smile!
The home of the Pines Junior Football Club, Pat Rollo Reserve, is set for a $2 million transformation, thanks
to the Victorian government’s community sports infrastructure stimulus program.
I am very excited to share this news and thankyou to the club members and minister for understanding the
growing needs of this community.
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Constituency questions
Published under resolution of house of 3 September

CAULFIELD ELECTORATE
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (3594)
My constituency question is to the Attorney-General.
The matter I raise relates to the gagging of survivors of sexual abuse which is stopping them from publicly
tell their stories, following recent changes introduced by the Andrews Government to the Judicial Proceedings
Reports Act 1958.
This issue is especially important to three sisters and local Caulfield residents Dassi Erlich, Elly Sapper and
Nicole Meyer, who have bravely campaigned for years to see the return to Australia of Malka Leifer, who is
wanted by Victoria Police on 74 charges of child sex abuse.
The courage shown by these sisters to publicly tell their story has encouraged many other survivors to come
forward, and the ability to do so is essential to ensure justice for all victims of sexual abuse.
Attorney-General, given reports have indicated you have been aware of these issues since April 2020, I ask
when will the Andrews Government introduce legislation to end the gagging of survivors of sexual abuse?

PASCOE VALE ELECTORATE
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) (3595)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Education.
What supports will Pascoe Vale secondary students be able to access through the rollout of the Andrews
Labor government’s mental health practitioner program?
Supporting the mental health and wellbeing of our young people is crucially important in providing them the
best opportunities to achieve their full potential at school, at work and in the community.
This is why I am so proud to be a part of a government that is committed to the rollout of mental health
professionals in all government secondary schools.
Secondary education is a rewarding yet sometimes challenging time. It is essential that our local young people
have the access to help and support they need, when they need it.
It is great to see this initiative rolling out in my electorate this term. I understand recruitment is underway for
mental health practitioners at Pascoe Vale Girls Secondary College, Coburg High School and Glenroy
Secondary College.
These are fantastic local schools, full of hardworking students with very bright futures ahead of them.
I am keen to understand what supports local students will access through this program.

GIPPSLAND SOUTH ELECTORATE
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (3596)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Roads, and I ask: when will the government upgrade and
improve the main roads leading to Wilsons Promontory?
The Prom is the jewel in the crown of Gippsland’s natural features and a massive tourism attraction, bringing
several hundred thousand visitors to the region every year.
However, the main access routes to the Prom, being Meeniyan-Promontory Road and Foster-Promontory
Road via the South Gippsland Highway, are not to world-class standard.
These roads are single-lane only, with no overtaking lanes and few opportunities to overtake, are variously
narrow, bumpy and without sealed shoulders and often in poor condition.
They do not represent the value we place on the Prom as a community, nor the image we should be presenting
to international and interstate visitors.
The Prom and our local community in South Gippsland deserve better roads, and I ask the Minister to detail
when they will be delivered.

NORTHCOTE ELECTORATE
Ms THEOPHANOUS (Northcote) (3597)
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My question is to the Minister for Planning and it relates to the Heidelberg Road corridor in my electorate.
What progress has been made by Darebin Council to put in place appropriate planning controls for the north
side of Heidelberg Road?
As you know, Minister, Heidelberg Road in Fairfield and Alphington straddles the two councils of Yarra and
Darebin.
It used to be home to one of the most congested intersections in Melbourne—that is until the magnificent new
Chandler Highway Bridge and Grange Road level crossing removal.
Heidelberg Road is also home to the Yarra Bend development that is transforming the paper mill site, and
there is ongoing interest in development approvals along the corridor.
Minister, locals want to see that this area is not burdened by unfettered development—and that means a plan
with carefully considered zoning and controls.
As you know, City of Yarra are doing their bit. They’ve taken the step of applying to you for interim controls
while they wait for Darebin to get their act together. City of Yarra are some 18 months ahead of Darebin in
giving locals the certainty that they deserve.
Minister, Darebin Council have a webpage with a timeline to track progress. Unfortunately there doesn’t seem
to be progress to track.

SOUTH-WEST COAST ELECTORATE
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (3598)
My question is to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and I ask: will she meet with members of
the Portland Coast Guard to discuss their plans for a permanent home for this vital emergency service group?
At the moment the Portland Coast Guard operates from three different locations and at the location on the
dockside, there are no changing rooms, no showers, no toilets and no shelter. Female volunteers are getting
changed in the carpark using car doors as a privacy screen.
The group holds meetings at the town’s CFA station and their radio room is based on the other side of town
at Keppel Prince.
The group has plans drawn up, a long-term lease for their location and the support of the commercial Port of
Portland. They require about $2.5 million to build a new base so they can continue to service the far west
coast and provide a critical search and rescue function.

BOX HILL ELECTORATE
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (3599)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Women, and I ask: when will the Orange Door Network
open its doors in Box Hill?
Since the COVID-19 pandemic began, significant concerns have emerged about the heightened risk of family
and domestic violence for women and children. During the first period of restrictions, there were worrying
reports of an increase in the frequency and severity of family violence.
That is why I was very pleased to see the Victorian Government recently announce that it is supporting more
women and children escape family violence with the rollout of the Orange Door Network in an additional
five areas of the state, including in Box Hill.
This service has provided much-needed support in other areas of the state where it has already been rolled
out, and will serve a critical need when opened in my electorate.

BRUNSWICK ELECTORATE
Dr READ (Brunswick) (3600)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Mental Health: I was recently contacted by many constituents
who live alone and so have not been able to have face-to-face contact with any other person for several months.
Under the public health restrictions, Victorians are only allowed to visit an ‘intimate partner’, which excludes
many people.
As I wrote to you a couple of weeks ago, I am very concerned about the adverse psychological effects of what
amounts to a form of solitary confinement for many of my constituents, and people across Victoria, albeit for
an important reason.
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It has been proposed to me that Victoria adopt the New Zealand ‘bubble’ arrangement, which would allow
people who live alone to visit a single nominated household and no other.
This would obviously increase the risk of viral transmission, but not beyond this bubble. My question is: will
the government take steps to bring about this measure, to give those who live alone a small amount of social
contact?

HAWTHORN ELECTORATE
Mr KENNEDY (Hawthorn) (3601)
My constituency question is directed to the Minister for Community Sport and I ask: what is the total amount
paid to sporting clubs in my electorate of Hawthorn under the Victorian Community Sport Sector Short-term
Survival Package? This much-needed funding is helping local clubs during the coronavirus pandemic with
basic running costs and supporting a return to play when it is safe to do so.
There are many sporting clubs in the Hawthorn electorate, from football, tennis, cricket, basketball, soccer to
lawn bowls, several of which I have visited over the past 18 months.
Since the introduction of restrictions to help stop the spread of COVID-19 sporting clubs have struggled, so
this funding will provide much-needed relief. I look forward to the Minister’s response.

FERNTREE GULLY ELECTORATE
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (3602)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Education.
Knox Gardens Primary School urgently requires a ‘Mod 5’ portable classroom to assist with increasing
numbers enrolled at this high-performing primary school.
Knox Gardens is committed to providing a high-quality learning environment for its students and is proud of
the academic results achieved by the school’s current small class size strategy.
The school has requested a ‘Mod 5’ portable classroom a number of times and been denied each request,
instead being told to use their library as a grade 2 classroom or to increase their class sizes if they want to
keep their school library.
The school’s library books are now packed away and not readily accessible and local community groups who
once used the library for important support and education programs are no longer able to do so.
I’ve have been contacted by many parents who have raised their concerns about the need for their school to
obtain a ‘Mod 5’ portable. Furthermore, over 300 people have supported a local campaign calling on the
government to urgently install a ‘Mod 5’ portable at the school.
Therefore, Minister, can you advise the families at Knox Gardens Primary School when will an additional
‘Mod 5’ portable classroom be provided to the school?

NARRE WARREN SOUTH ELECTORATE
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (3603)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Community Sport and concerns the construction of a new
sports oval adjacent to Berwick Chase Primary School in my electorate of Narre Warren South. Minister, are
there any updates on the status of this important project?
I was thrilled to hear that the Andrews Government would invest $1.4 million in the State Budget 2019–20
towards the construction of a new sporting complex which will include a new playing field, carpark,
floodlighting and a new multipurpose pavilion.
This investment is a major win for both the local community and Berwick Chase Primary School who will
greatly benefit from this new facility.
I would appreciate any further information on the progress of this sports project in my electorate and I look
forward to sharing the minister’s response with my community.

ADJOURNMENT
2256

Legislative Assembly

Friday, 4 September 2020

Adjournment
Published under resolution of house of 3 September

GEMBROOK ELECTORATE POWER OUTAGE
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (3604)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, and the action I am
seeking is for the minister to guarantee that financial support will be provided for those that suffered livestock
and food losses during the recent power and water supply outage in eastern Victoria.
The recent power outage that impacted eastern Victoria was a result of a weather event on Thursday of last
week, and 120 000 homes were left without power. The impact also affected the water supply of homes in
more than 100 suburbs due to a failure of infrastructure to back up our water supply.
Over the days that followed I was contacted by and responded to hundreds of constituents in my electorate of
Gembrook who were without power, and many were not due to have power restored until Wednesday,
2 September—six days without power. This is unacceptable and was adding pressure to families already stuck
at home in stage 4 restrictions, making homeschooling and work from home impossible.
For a period of several days many families were without water and power. Everyone understands a storm has
impacted the network. However, as stated, the failure at the water plant was an infrastructure issue, and the
Andrews government need to explain how the backup power failed, putting at risk our most important
commodity.
There are also many that have suffered losses as a result of the storm.
I was contacted by a farmer who suffered a power outage at his property. The powerlines near his property
were damaged by branches on Thursday evening, yet had been untouched by AusNet as of late Saturday
afternoon. He had been unable to milk his cows for more than two days, and unfortunately he had to euthanise
multiple sick cows as a result. When times are financially and mentally tough already, this issue has the
potential to cause further, irreparable damage.
There are also many, many residents of Gembrook who suffered the loss of food, because power was cut to
their fridges and freezers, some of those for many days. They are greatly out of pocket, yet the Victorian
electricity distributors unplanned outages compensation fact sheet dictates that they are not eligible for
compensation. How am I supposed to justify to these residents, many of whom have already suffered financial
loss during the pandemic through the loss of businesses and income, that there was a lengthy issue with the
power supply that continued for many days and that wasn’t their fault, but they won’t be compensated for
their spoilt food?
I call on the minister to not only provide an urgent explanation for the lengthy issues that occurred as a result
of the storm, but also detail what support measures she will ensure will be provided to those that have suffered
financial losses but would appear not to currently qualify for support.

COVID-19
Ms THEOPHANOUS (Northcote) (3605)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, and the action that I am seeking
is that the minister update the house on the number of businesses that have been supported by the
government’s support packages.
Minister, like every member in this chamber my community is doing it tough as we take the social distancing
measures required to have this virus under control and to be able to return our economy to health.
I’ve been in contact with thousands of the local businesses in my community, through phone calls, emails and
traditional mail—and I’ve been really humbled by the work being done by so many to pivot and adjust to the
circumstances, and for others just getting to a position of keeping the lights on through all of this will be an
extraordinary achievement.
The Victorian government support has been vital for many businesses—and a survival lifeline. And I know
from previous discussions with you that government always wants to do more—and I appreciate the
constructive approach that your office always takes on working through the issues that I have raised with you.
The government’s roadmap to recovery will be vital to giving our community a way forward as we work
towards re-opening the economy and getting more Victorians back to work.
The consultation that has been and is continuing to be undertaken is how we get this right.
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I want to take this opportunity to assure my community and all of those who have contacted me that I have
put forward your concerns and your views—and I want to thank you for taking that time and for the vast
majority putting forward constructive suggestions.
I know that there are many businesses that have contacted me in regard to COVID-safe plans. Many
businesses are looking for a way forward to safely return to supporting their clients, whether these are gyms,
cinemas, theatres, cafes or hospitality venues who are desperate to serve people in person and be part of a
COVID-safe return to trading.
My focus is on measures that allow my community to get back to work and to harness the dignity that brings—
and Minister, I know that you share in these values.

COVID-19
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (3606)
My adjournment is to the Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, and the action I seek is more support
for struggling East Gippsland and north-eastern businesses.
Under the regional tourism accommodation support program, East Gippsland and north-eastern businesses
have been offered compensation for lost bookings due to ‘stay at home’ directives issued during the COVID19 state of disaster.
While this has been of some assistance, the reality is people needed to have booked for businesses to receive
this, and COVID has resulted in many more not booking for holidays, which is not covered under this scheme.
East Gippsland and north-eastern businesses were hoping for slow recovery over the post-fire period, but this
has been denied.
Minister, these businesses have been hit with not just one state of emergency this year, but two.
Accordingly the action I seek is for you to offer businesses in East Gippsland and the north-east access to the
regional tourism accommodation support program, to be compensated for the cancelled bookings from the
summer bushfire period.
Retrospectivity is required in this case, as it was not foreseen at the time that COVID would continue to
destroy income and deny the opportunity of recovery.

NARRE WARREN SOUTH P–12 COLLEGE
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (3607)
The matter I wish to raise is for the attention of the Minister for Education and concerns the new performing
arts centre at Narre Warren South P–12 College. The action that I seek is that the minister join me at the
official opening of the centre, hopefully later this year, subject to coronavirus restrictions.
It was fantastic to hear that works have recently been completed at Narre Warren South P–12 College. The
new performing arts complex is the result of many hours of work and dedication by representatives, staff,
students, community members, planners and builders. It will provide a much-needed creative space for the
school and our wider community.
In the state budget for 2017–18, $5 million was allocated to the school for this centre, with an additional
$400 000 being provided in the state budget for 2018–19 for the additional construction of a state-of-the-art
orchestra pit at the site.
With over 2000 students enrolled from prep to year 12 at the school, upgrading and modernising these
facilities means that more of our young people will enjoy functional spaces where their education can thrive.
Narre Warren South P–12 College now has a fantastic new space for their Fusion performing arts program
while the funding allocated also allowed for the school’s sports facilities to be brought up to competitiongrade levels.
Victoria is a proudly creative state. This investment will see more of our local young musicians, dancers, and
creatives have the tools and spaces they need to develop their talents for the future.
I have had many constituents talk to me about how excited they are for the wide range of performances to
come, and I am sure that our entire community would appreciate the minister joining me to celebrate the
opening of the new performing arts complex.
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KINGSTON ACTION TEAM
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton) (3608)
My adjournment is to the Premier, and the action I seek is for the Premier to request that his departmental
secretary investigate the involvement of former Premier Steve Bracks, who continues to receive departmental
funding as a former Premier, in the registered association Kingston Action Team.
When it comes to Labor and the unions, you always follow the money. That money is now leading to the
Kingston local government area, where Labor’s most senior luminaries and strategists have converged.
Why? Because the union movement, through AustralianSuper, sunk a reported $125 million into the old
Kingswood golf course in 2014.
Their dream was to make a motza by developing the site and building 800 residential dwellings there.
The only spanner in the works for the union’s grand plan was the will of the local community.
In 2018 Kingston councillors and thousands of local residents opposed the union build.
But in its typical grubby way Labor and the unions have schemed a workaround by setting up a slush fund
that will siphon money to Labor-aligned candidates standing for election to Kingston council.
The front group is called the Kingston Action Team.
In their own words, the team consists of ‘a group of locals committed to ensuring the City of Kingston stays
in progressive hands …by supporting candidates who share our values and commitment to the local
community …[including] a ban on inappropriate development’.
Huh? Inappropriate development? Presumably that opposition doesn’t extend to mega union developments.
The team states that they intend to ‘raise funds to ensure our progressive candidates get elected’.
The team is an incorporated associated (registration number: A0110151H), registered on 3 July 2020. It was
registered by none other than Janice Munt, the former Labor member for Mordialloc.
How do they intend to raise their funds? Through a GoFundMe page. This whole racket seriously stinks.
According to the GoFundMe page, the team’s fundraising team includes Alexander Budden, Mitchell
Vandewerdt-Holman and Steve Michelson.
Many will recall Steve Michelson, the former adviser to federal Labor Party opposition leader Bill Shorten.
Mr Michelson resigned in October 2017 after a photo taken at a fancy-dress party of him in blackface and
curly wig was reported in the media.
But the high-profile patronage of this shonky, brazen front group doesn’t stop there.
A number of Kingston residents were shocked recently to receive a flyer, bearing the smiling face of former
Labor Premier Steve Bracks, inviting them to a fundraising event for the Kingston Action Team on Friday,
11 September.
Even the former Labor Premier has lent his name to this racket—and that’s serious, because he continues to
receive entitlements, including a taxpayer-funded office, as a former Premier.
As we know, the former Premier has skin in the game himself, as Cbus, of which he is chair, is financially
linked to the massive Kingswood golf course redevelopment proposal.
With Labor and the unions, you always follow the money.
In the Kingston local government area it stinks and is an attempted corruption of the democratic process by
some of the biggest names in the Labor movement.
I look forward to the Premier’s response.

MOUNT WAVERLEY AMBULANCE STATION
Mr FREGON (Mount Waverley) (3609)
My adjournment matter is for the Premier. The action I seek is for the Premier to come to my electorate of
Mount Waverley and join me in visiting our newly constructed, cutting-edge ambulance station.
As soon as we can do those sort of things again, of course.
I was excited to announce in December 2019 that building works had started on our new station as part of the
Andrews Labor government’s record $1 billion investment to deliver more paramedics, more vehicles and
more stations.
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As we all know, in an emergency our paramedics provide world-class care to the people of Victoria. But in
order to provide the best care they need a high quality workplace and the right equipment.
This state-of-the-art ambulance facility will make a huge difference for our local paramedics, who were
previously operating out of Oakleigh South station. It also gives my local community peace of mind, knowing
that if and when an emergency strikes, help will now be just around the corner.
The local Mount Waverley community and I would be delighted to have the Premier on deck to meet our
fantastic paramedics. I’d also like to thank the Premier and the Minister for Health and Minister for
Ambulance Services for their continued support of our district.

MILDURA ELECTORATE PUBLIC HOUSING
Ms CUPPER (Mildura) (3610)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Housing.
The action I seek is for the minister to update the people of the Mildura electorate about whether the Victorian
government will, as a matter of urgency, fund and install air conditioning in public housing.
Studies have shown the impacts of climate change have led to north-west Victoria enduring longer and more
frequent heatwaves in summer.
During the cooler months it can be easy to forget the sort of debilitating heat we can endure during summer.
But those days and weeks of temperatures above 40 degrees are on the horizon and with it the need to invest
in air conditioning in public housing becomes critical.
The COVID-19 pandemic has been a significant challenge for our entire state, and the prospect of ongoing
lockdowns presents a potentially dangerous situation for public housing tenants in my electorate during
summer.
Thankfully my electorate has so far been spared the harsh stage 4 lockdown, where restrictions include only
being able to leave your home for an hour a day to exercise, within 5 kilometres of your home, and where
night-time curfews mean you can’t leave your home.
If restrictions like that were ever needed in north-west Victoria during summer, it could quite literally be a
death sentence for people in public housing who currently don’t have air conditioning.
Historically people who live in public housing without cooling have been able to escape the heat in public
areas like libraries or shopping centres.
Under stage 3 restrictions, which my electorate has endured twice and are currently in place, libraries are
closed, but even under stage 2 only 20 people are allowed in each separate space and they must follow the
four-square-metre rule.
We are currently only meant to leave our home for one of four reasons—work or education, exercise, to give
or receive care or to obtain medical services.
Escaping deadly heat is not one of those reasons.
A study by Mallee Family Care and the University of Sydney showed 77 per cent of Mildura’s summer nights
were higher than the healthy sleeping temperature.
The study showed mental and physical health impacts—heat exhaustion and dehydration among them—as
well as social wellbeing and economic impacts for residents, including schoolchildren.
It recommended the government review its policies about air conditioning for public housing.
This issue is urgent, and I urge the minister and the government to update people in my electorate on if, or
when, they will commit to funding and installing air conditioning in public housing before the onset of
summer.

COVID-19
Ms SETTLE (Buninyong) (3611)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Women. The action I seek is that the Minister for Women
consult key stakeholders in the Ballarat region about the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on working
women.
The coronavirus pandemic has highlighted many great things about our community. So many people have
been willing to help their neighbour and so many people have gone the extra mile to protect their community.
We’ve stuck together and stayed united.
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However, there are some things that aren’t working. Too many women in the Ballarat region rely on casual
work, and we are seeing just how insecure this work is.
As the majority of workers in our education, child care, retail, hospitality and accommodation sectors, women
are also the majority of workers hardest hit by the flow-on effects of this pandemic. Four of the five hardest
hit industries are women dominated, including education and training (63.4 per cent women), retail trade (57.7
per cent women), accommodation and food services (52.9 per cent women), and arts and recreation (50.6 per
cent women).
I’m calling on the Minister for Women to join us to consider the ways we can create new jobs and create
greater job security for women in response to this health crisis.

COVID-19
Mr BLACKWOOD (Narracan) (3612)
I wish to raise a matter for the Premier, and the action I seek is for him and his COVID cabinet to consider
the application of easier restrictions on COVID-free rural postcode areas that up until now have been locked
in with metro Melbourne in stage 4.
In my electorate of Narracan the western end takes in the towns of Bunyip, Tynong, Garfield and Nar Nar
Goon and rural areas to their north and south.
These towns are in the Cardinia shire and therefore have been placed in stage 4 lockdown.
These towns have had little or no infection; in fact I think Nar Nar Goon may have had one in the second
wave and there has been nothing in the other small towns or rural areas. Most residents would have had to
travel more than 5 kilometres to do their essential shopping in the stage 4 area.
The irony of this is that these residents have been forced to go deeper into stage 4 territory to do their shopping
when in many cases they could have been travelling to Drouin or Warragul, which have had far less infection
than the central and western Cardinia areas such as Pakenham.
I understand it is very difficult to control areas by postcode and there is always going to be someone just on
the wrong side of the boundary.
However, in this case we are talking about small towns in the midst of a rural/farming area that identify far
more with West Gippsland than metro Melbourne.
If the health advice from the CHO, for the second wave, dictated that Baw Baw shire be categorised as stage 3,
then there is every reason why the towns of Bunyip, Tynong, Garfield, Nar Nar Goon and the rural areas to
their north and south should also have been stage 3.
So I call on the Premier to take this into account and allocate restrictions to these COVID-free postcodes, in
the next phase, in line with the shire to their east which is in actual fact a far more practical ‘community of
like interest’.

SIKH VOLUNTEERS AUSTRALIA
Ms RICHARDS (Cranbourne) (3613)
My adjournment is to the Minister for Multicultural Affairs, and the action I seek is for the minister to update
me on the progress of the Indian community infrastructure grant.
I have spoken about the Sikh volunteers many times in this place. The pride of our community came into
national focus during the bushfires over summer for providing food relief in affected communities. The people
of Bairnsdale have taken the Sikh volunteers into their hearts in appreciation of their hard work at a time of
extraordinary crisis.
They were soon celebrated internationally for their courage and sheer work ethic.
One of the three core tenets of Sikhism is service to humanity. Sikhs are taught to integrate the values of
honesty, compassion, generosity, humility, integrity and service on a practical basis in their daily lives. The
Sikh Volunteers Australia participate in non-profit community events which help the homeless and needy
members of our community regardless of race, colour, religion and origin of country of the people
organising/participating in that event.
In response to this global pandemic the extraordinary volunteers turned their attention to our local community
and the need for people to isolate at home. The Sikh volunteers have used their exceptional and innovative
tools to adapt to the need to provide support in a COVID-safe way by developing a phone app.
More than 92 850 free, cooked vegetarian meals have been delivered over the 164 days between 18 March
and 28 August.
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The delivery areas have once again been extended due to demand.
Sikh Volunteers Australia now have over 250 active volunteers, with 30 to 35 dedicated volunteers helping
every day. What started off as a Sikh volunteer organisation now has volunteers from all walks of life,
religious beliefs and backgrounds. They continue to manage and work effectively to uphold all government
regulations and COVID restrictions.
Could the minister please provide an update on Sikh Volunteers Australia’s application for support so that
they can continue to do this important work for the people of Cranbourne and the south-east of Melbourne?

