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Thursday, 3 September 2020
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair at 10.03 am and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER (10:03): We acknowledge the traditional Aboriginal owners of the land on which
we are meeting. We pay our respects to them, their culture, their elders past, present and future, and
elders from other communities who may be here today.
Condolences
BEIRUT EXPLOSION
WORLD WAR II COMMEMORATION
The SPEAKER (10:03): Members, I would to like to make a few comments around the tragic
explosion in the port of Beirut on 4 August that killed more than 200 people and injured many more.
On behalf of the house, I suggest that our thoughts are with the Lebanese people and the LebaneseAustralian community here in Victoria.
I also want to acknowledge the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War for Australia—
Victory in the Pacific Day—on 15 August. We acknowledge the contribution of the nearly 1 million
Australian men and women who served and the 39 000 that paid the ultimate price.
I ask members to stand in silence for a few moments to reflect on those two tragic events.
Members stood in their places.
Announcements
ASSISTANT CLERKS
The SPEAKER (10:05): I wish to advise the house that under section 18 of the Parliamentary
Administration Act 2005 the Clerk has appointed Dr Vaughn Koops to Assistant Clerk, Committees
and Mr Paul Groenewegen to Assistant Clerk, Procedure and Serjeant-at-Arms.
Members
MINISTRY
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education
and Training: COVID-19) (10:06): I wish to advise the house of changes to the ministry which took
effect on 22 June. The member for Bendigo East has added the Suburban Rail Loop to her portfolio
responsibilities. The member for Niddrie is the Minister for Public Transport and Minister for Roads
and Road Safety. The member for Williamstown is Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation, and Minister for Fishing and Boating. The member
for Sydenham has rejoined the ministry as Minister for Crime Prevention, Minister for Corrections,
Minister for Youth Justice and Minister for Victim Support. The member for Keysborough has added
industry support and recovery, and trade and business precincts to his portfolio responsibilities. The
member for Essendon has joined the ministry as Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Regulatory Reform
and Minister for Government Services.
In the other place, a member for Eastern Metropolitan Region, the Honourable Shaun Leane, MLC, is
the Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban Development and Minister for Veterans.
The Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change will represent him for the portfolios of
local government and suburban development and the Assistant Treasurer will represent him for the
portfolio of veterans. A member for Western Victoria Region, the Honourable Jaala Pulford, MLC, is
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Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical Research and the Digital Economy, and
Minister for Small Business. The minister for jobs will represent her in this place.
Business of the house
STANDING AND SESSIONAL ORDERS
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (10:07): I move, by leave:
That so much of standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow the following arrangements to come
into effect immediately and to remain in place until 19 September 2020:
A revised order of business
(1) The order of business is:
Thursday
Formal business
Government business
Questions without notice and ministers statements—12.00 noon
Government business continued
Lunch break and cleaning in the chamber—1.00 pm to 2.00 pm
Matter of public importance or grievance debate—2.00 pm
Government business continued
Friday
Formal business
Government business
Lunch break and cleaning in the chamber—1.00 pm to 2.00 pm
Questions without notice and ministers statements—2.00 pm
Government business continued.
Times of meeting
(2) Unless otherwise ordered, the house will meet each Thursday and Friday at 10.00 am.
Automatic interruption and no adjournment debates
(3) The Chair will interrupt business each day at 5.00 pm and standing order 32 applies accordingly. There
will be no adjournment debate.
Remote participation
(4) Members may participate in debate remotely using an audio link or audiovisual link as follows:
(a) the Chair must be satisfied that the quality of the audio link or audiovisual link allows the Chair to
verify the identity of that member and for the member to participate;
(b) a member participating remotely is not counted for the purposes of a quorum and may not vote;
(c) members may only participate remotely to speak on:
(i)

motions;

(ii) bills, including consideration in detail;
(iii) members statements;
(iv) statements on parliamentary committee reports;
(v) question time—to ask questions only;
(vi) grievance debates;
(vii) debates of a matter of public importance;
(viii) adjournment debates—to raise a matter only—
if they are included in the order business;
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(d) members participating remotely may only speak when given the call, must comply with all the
usual rules of debate and may not:
(i)

refuse leave;

(ii) respond to questions without notice, make ministers statements or respond to matters raised
in the adjournment debate;
(iii) call the Chair’s attention to the state of the house;
(iv) take, or speak on, a point of order unless it is taken by another member during their speech;
(v) move a motion (except an amendment to a motion or bill when they have the call);
(vi) interject;
(vii) chair the debate;
(e) members participating remotely may circulate amendments to bills under standing order 64;
(f)

in order to assist members participating remotely, the Chair will use a formal call list to allocate the
call for each debate where practical and members wishing to participate remotely may seek the call
by:
(i)

informing their whip, or the whip’s representative, who will inform the Chair in advance—
for a government or opposition member;

(ii) informing the Clerk, who will inform the Chair in advance—for any other member;
(g) when a member participates remotely, the Chair may exercise all their usual powers to control the
debate;
(h) the Chair is given any additional powers necessary to facilitate the smooth running of the House
and/or to address any technical issues, including but not limited to:
(i)

stopping the clock;

(ii) returning to a member’s contribution;
(iii) re-ordering business.
(i)

the Speaker may issue guidelines about remote participation.

Other business to be published in Hansard
(5) Members may submit:
(a) members statements;
(b) statements on parliamentary committee reports;
(c) constituency questions; and
(d) adjournment matters—
for each sitting day by emailing them to the Clerk by the adjournment of the house.
(6) The Clerk will accept matters up to the number usually given in the house and as allocated between the
parties and independents in accordance with the call lists approved by the Speaker.
(7) The house authorises and requires these matters to be published in Hansard at the end of each day’s
Hansard accordingly:
(a) subject to the Hansard editorial policy; and
(b) if any matter contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the rules of debate, the
Speaker may direct that the matter be removed or amended before it is published.
Members to incorporate their speeches for bills
(8) If a member wishes to incorporate their speech for any bill on the government business program they
must email their speech to the Clerk by the time set down for consideration on that bill under the
government business program.
(9) Incorporated speeches will be published in Hansard after the relevant second-reading speeches made in
the house (if any) and before the minister’s reply (if any).
(10) If any matter contains unbecoming expressions, the Speaker may direct that the matter be removed or
amended before it is published.
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Reduced number of members in the chamber to assist with physical distancing
(11) Subject to paragraphs (15) and (16), the chamber will be composed of the Chair and no more than
20 other members, being 12 from the government, seven from the opposition and one Greens member.
(12) Except as provided for in paragraphs (15) and (16), if more members than those listed in paragraph (11)
vote in a division, the Clerk will not count their vote.
Quorum
(13) The house gives the Chair further discretion in ringing the bells to form a quorum under standing
order 29, provided the Chair is confident that a quorum is present within the parliamentary precinct.
(14) If, under paragraph (13) and standing order 29(1), the bells are rung to form quorum, the provisions
under paragraph (11) are suspended until a quorum is formed.
(15) If, under standing order 29(2), there is found not to be a quorum during a division:
(a) the provisions under paragraph (11) are suspended;
(b) the bells must be rung for a further four minutes;
(c) the chamber will be composed of the Chair and no more than 40 other members, being 24 from the
government, 14 from the opposition, one Greens member and one independent member for the
remainder of the sitting day; and
(d) if more members than those listed in paragraph (c) vote in the division, the Clerk will not count
their vote.
Divisions
(16) For questions relating to the passage of bills on the government business program the provisions under
paragraph (11) are suspended, divisions will take place as follows:
(a) members will vote in up to five voting groups;
(b) for each voting group:
(i)

no more than 20 members, in addition to the Chair, will be permitted into the chamber;

(ii) the Chair will direct that the doors be locked and state the question being voted on;
(iii) the Chair will ask members who are voting ‘aye’ to stand in their place and, in turn, will ask
members who are voting ‘no’ to stand in their place;
(iv) the Clerk will count the votes and the Chair will announce the number of votes cast for the
‘ayes’ and ‘noes’ in that group;
(v) all members except the Chair must then leave the chamber;
(vi) the Chair will then ask the Clerk to ring the bells for one minute to call members to the
chamber for the next voting group, or to resume the make-up of the chamber as set out in
paragraph (11), as required;
(c) members will only be permitted to enter the chamber once for each division and any member
present in the chamber must vote;
(d) at the conclusion of the five voting groups, the Chair will announce the result of the division.
Register of opinion on division questions
(17) If a division has taken place, a member not in attendance of the division can register their opinion on the
question:
(a) any members wishing to do so must notify the Clerk in writing of their opinion (either ‘yes’ or
‘no’) on the same day the division took place by no later than one hour after the house adjourns;
(b) any such opinion will be published, separately from the results of the vote, in Hansard and the
Votes and Proceedings.

The motion is in the hands of members, so I will desist from reading it all out. I would make the point
that we are sitting today and tomorrow under a COVID-safe plan which has been entered into in
conjunction with the chief health officer. I would take this opportunity to thank the Presiding Officers
and all of the staff—those that have prepared this Parliament in this COVID-safe manner to allow us
to transact our business in a way that maximises the safety of members and of staff members and
others in this building. I also want to acknowledge the fact that there has been an all-party committee
which has been working together well over the last weeks in order to arrive at an arrangement which
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allows the house to transact its business in a safe way. This is, I think, a very good reflection on this
place, and I would simply commend the motion to the house.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (10:09): We have given leave for the sitting arrangements, and we agree
with the motion that is before the house. The issue for us was that we wanted to ensure that all members
of the opposition who wish to speak on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of
Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020 speak, and we also wanted all of those members
who speak on the bill to have the right to vote. We were able to come to an arrangement, and, Speaker,
I thank you, I thank the clerks and I thank the manager of government business that we were able to
get to that point. The issue for us will be that we debate that first and then we are able to move on to
another bill tomorrow, but we are supporting the sitting arrangements that are before the house.
Motion agreed to.
The SPEAKER: I will just take the opportunity now with the passage of that motion to, as previous
speakers have mentioned, thank the cross-party working group members—the member for Ripon, the
Leader of The Nationals and the Leader of the House, who is not here at the moment—and also the
Manager of Opposition Business, who was not part of that group but certainly was part of the
discussions around the sitting this week. I also want to thank the clerks and the parliamentary officers
who have worked with the Presiding Officers on the development of our COVID arrangements to
ensure that we run this place as safely as possible.
Announcements
COVID-19
The SPEAKER (10:11): Just a few matters of housekeeping. As I mentioned in an email
previously to members—and I can see that members are certainly all adhering to the wearing of
masks—I would ask that members wear masks at all times in the precinct except when they have been
given the call in the chamber. Obviously they are able to remove the mask at that point. Some of you
may have noticed that we have installed screens in the chamber, and it will be good hopefully at some
point to reach a point where we can remove those screens.
I would ask members to enter the chamber from behind the chair here and try to exit at the other end
of the chamber—the Spring Street end of the chamber—just so that we have got less conflict and
people moving past each other. I understand that sometimes—the calling of a division or people
needing to get urgently to the house—that will not be possible, but wherever possible please try to
move in that direction.
We have ensured that there is distancing at the table, so members on the front bench who wish to raise
a point of order or to speak or to ask or answer a question, I would ask you to move to the microphone
closest to the mace on your side of the house. The Manager of Opposition Business and the acting
Leader of the House have both graciously indicated they will move aside for you.
I would ask members to ensure that they wash or sanitise their hands every time you come into the
chamber and when you leave the chamber. It goes without saying, but I will repeat it: if you have any
symptoms, please do not come into the Parliament.
There is a ruling that I will provide shortly on remote participation of the house. It will be the first time
this house has allowed remote participation, so I will provide some guidance for the ruling on that
matter before any member takes up that opportunity.
The sitting arrangements motion deals with, as has been mentioned, a different method of voting on
bills—a different division process. I wish to just run through that. It will take some time, but please
bear with me. It is important that members have a clear understanding of how this process will work.
As I say, the house has agreed to altered arrangements for divisions and questions on bills on the
government business program in this and the next sitting week. Rather than all attending the chamber,
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taking allocated seats and waiting for a whip or representative to cast party votes, members will
essentially file through the chamber in batches of 20. They will take any seat allocated for members,
and the Chair will ask them to indicate their votes by standing. They will then leave and another group
of 20 members will arrive to vote. This will involve members moving around the building at once and
through the chamber, so I would like to set out the arrangements as to how this can be done as safely
as possible.
I understand there will be a number of members on the precinct ready to vote in any divisions but not
otherwise potentially participating in the chamber because of the agreement around distancing. I
respectfully ask that so far as possible those members keep to their offices and avoid mingling with
other staff and members. We must avoid a situation where the division bells ring for a batch vote and
many members immediately crowd into Queen’s Hall and the front of the chamber.
Therefore I ask members to observe the following protocols when the division bells ring for these
bills: members in the chamber at the time that the division is called should stay where they are unless
they intend not to vote, in which case they should leave via the door behind the Chair. Those members
in the house will be the first batch of members to have their votes counted. The tours team will allow
more members in to make up the first 20 members if there are not already 20 members present.
Other members should start moving to the chamber from their offices, being mindful of the number
of members around them in stairwells and corridors. Members will move to Queen’s Hall. The
capacity is 70. Members should therefore queue, obviously 1.5 metres apart, through Queen’s Hall.
Staff from the tours team will be on hand to give queueing members the signal when it is their turn to
start entering the chamber. Members will enter the chamber in a single file from the public gallery
end. When members enter the chamber they will take a seat and wait for the Chair’s direction about
voting. I ask that, so far as practical, members avoid touching surfaces while in the chamber.
When members have voted and are leaving the chamber they must leave via the door behind the Chair
and return to their offices. Please do not go through Queen’s Hall, where other members are queueing.
I ask that members not congregate as they leave so that other members can reach the chamber safely.
If it becomes clear that a division cannot proceed because there are two or fewer members voting on
one side of the question, the Chair will end the division and ask if the members in the minority would
like to record their dissent in the Votes and Proceedings. If those members have already left the
chamber, they will be sent a message to ask them to return to the chamber to record their dissent. And
I would not like to see members trying to vote twice—just keep moving through.
Bills
CLADDING SAFETY VICTORIA BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (10:17): I move:
That I introduce a bill for an act to establish a body corporate called Cladding Safety Victoria for the purposes
of administering a cladding rectification program and to make related amendments to the Building Act 1993
and the Public Administration Act 2004 and for other purposes.

Motion agreed to.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (10:17): I ask the minister to give a brief explanation.
Ms D’AMBROSIO: The bill establishes Cladding Safety Victoria as a body corporate with a
governing board for the purposes of delivering the Victorian government’s cladding rectification
program.
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Read first time.
Ordered to be read second time tomorrow.
COVID-19 COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT (EXTENSION) BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating) (10:18): I move:
That I introduce a bill for an act to amend the COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 2020 and the
Residential Tenancies Act 1997 and to make consequential amendments to other acts and for other purposes.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
Ms HORNE: Under standing order 61(3)(b) I advise the house that the other parties and
Independent members have been provided with a copy of the bill and a briefing in accordance with
the standing order and I will therefore move:
That this bill be read a second time immediately.

The SPEAKER: I ask the house to pause while the bill is circulated. The Clerk has just reminded
me to remind members that the documents are also being emailed from the procedure office to
members as we speak.
Statement of compatibility
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating) (10:20): In accordance with the
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 I table a statement of compatibility in relation
to the COVID-19 Commercial and Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension)
Bill 2020.
Opening paragraphs
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the Charter), I
make this Statement of Compatibility with respect to the COVID-19 Commercial and Residential
Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension) Bill 2020 (the Bill).
In my opinion, the Bill, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with human rights as set out
in the Charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview
The Bill extends the operation of Part 16 of the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 (RTA) to continue the
operation of the temporary residential tenancy support measures introduced by the COVID-19 Omnibus
(Emergency Measures) Act 2020 (Omnibus Act) to 28 March 2021, with an option to further extend these
measures to 26 April 2021 if required.
The Bill also extends the operation of Part 2.2 of the of the Omnibus Act to 26 April 2021 to continue the
operation of temporary amendments to commercial tenancy laws to provide temporary measures to protect
commercial tenants experiencing financial hardship related to the economic impacts of COVID-19.
Extension of Residential Tenancy and Commercial Tenancy Support Measures
The Bill amends the repeal date of Part 16 of the RTA to extend the operation of the temporary measures
introduced by Omnibus Act to 28 March 2021, with an option for further extension to no later than 26 April
2021 if required. These measures are due to expire on 25 October 2020.
The Bill will extend the operation of Part 16 of the RTA which:


implements a broad moratorium on residential tenancy evictions, subject to specified exceptions, which
limits evictions by VCAT order to specified circumstances where it is reasonable and proportionate to
terminate the tenancy;
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suspends rent increases, permits orders for the reduction of rent or payment plans for a specified period,
and provides for tenants to end tenancy agreements early without incurring lease break fees and other
compensation in certain circumstances;



establishes the office of the Chief Dispute Resolution Officer (CDRO) for resolving disputes arising out
of the declared moratorium, and provides for the Director of Consumer Affairs Victoria to appoint an
individual to that office; and



inserts an emergency regulation-making power into the RTA to enable the Governor in Council to make
relevant regulations, including to prescribe a scheme for the purposes of resolving disputes during the
declared moratorium (the Residential Tenancies Dispute Resolution Scheme) and to confer upon and
clarify relevant powers of VCAT and the CDRO, including in relation to the mediation or conciliation
of disputes under the RTA and the ability to make binding orders on parties to eligible disputes. The
Residential Tenancies (COVID-19 Emergency Measures) Regulations 2020 (the RT Regulations) made
under this power will be extended in line with the operation of Part 16.

Finally, in light of the extension of the temporary measures under Part 16 of the RTA, the Bill will defer the
default commencement date of the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018 (RTAA) to avoid the risk of
concurrent operation of the RTAA and Part 16 of the RTA.
The Bill also amends the repeal date of Part 2.2 of the of the Omnibus Act to 26 April 2021, which will extend
the operation of temporary amendments to commercial tenancy laws to provide temporary measures to protect
commercial tenants experiencing financial hardship related to the economic impacts of COVID-19. The Bill
also makes limited amendments to the scheme.
As outlined in the Statement of Compatibility for the Omnibus Act, the emergency measures included in the
Omnibus Act engaged a range of Charter rights. In each instance, I was of the view that any limitation of
rights was proportionate and justifiable in the circumstances, which included the need to protect the life and
health of Victorians and ensure the ongoing safe and efficient delivery of public services during the COVID19 pandemic.
Any limitation of rights by the emergency measures in the Omnibus Act was further justifiable due to their
temporary nature. These measures were to expire on 25 October 2020, six months from their commencement.
I hoped and expected that the measures would not be needed beyond this time. Unfortunately, due to the
resurgence of COVID-19 in Victoria, the circumstances that gave rise to the need for the emergency measures
in the Omnibus Act continue, and therefore so does their justification.
It remains difficult to predict how long the emergency measures will be needed. The Bill extends these
measures for up to six months, until 26 April 2021. This strikes the balance of being fair for both tenants and
landlords during the uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic. It provides enough time to address the COVID19 pandemic whilst not extending the measures, and any limitation of human rights, beyond the point that is
reasonably justifiable. Therefore, where the Bill temporarily extends emergency measures provided for by
the Omnibus Act, I am of the view that, for the reasons outlined in the Statement of Compatibility for the
Omnibus Act, these reforms are compatible with the Charter.
Amendment of commercial tenancy reforms
In extending existing measures in relation to commercial tenancies, the Bill recognises the continuing
economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Bill also makes limited amendments to the commercial
tenancy relief scheme.
The Bill will replace the existing definition of ‘eligible lease’ in section 13(1) of the Omnibus Act with a new
subsection providing that an eligible lease is a lease that is prescribed as an eligible lease, and that is in effect
on the day the regulations made under section 15 of the Omnibus Act came into effect. The intention of this
amendment is to enable greater flexibility in responding to any changes in the economic or legislative
environment during the operation of the Bill.
The Bill also inserts a new subsection into section 15(1) of the Act allowing regulations to be made conferring
a power to make binding orders with regard to rent relief on the VSBC, and with respect to the process and
requirements for applying for and making such an order. These provisions are being introduced to enable
VSBC to make binding orders in circumstances where a landlord has not engaged with the mediation process
established under the Omnibus Act or has consistently refused to offer any rent relief as required by the Act.
The Bill also inserts a new regulation-making power allowing regulations to be made which confer on VCAT
jurisdiction to hear and determine disputes about non-compliance with a binding order made by the VSBC,
and merits review of the making of such a binding order.
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Right to Property
Section 20 of the Charter provides that a person must not be deprived of their property other than in
accordance with law.
‘Property’ under the Charter includes all real and personal property interests recognised under the general
law, relevantly including contractual rights, leases and debts. A ‘deprivation’ of property may occur not just
where there is a forced transfer or extinguishment of title, but where there is a substantial restriction on a
person’s use or enjoyment of their property. However, the right to property will only be limited where a person
is deprived of property ‘other than in accordance with the law’. For a deprivation of property to be ‘in
accordance with the law’, the law must be publicly accessible, clear and certain, and must not operate
arbitrarily. A broad, discretionary power capable of being exercised arbitrarily or selectively may fail to satisfy
these requirements.
The amendment to section 15 enabling the regulations to confer on the VSBC a binding power with regard
to ordering rent relief may affect the right to property. However, any deprivation of property will be in
accordance with law. The amendments are part of a broader framework for determining tenant relief and are
necessary to counteract the significant economic impacts of COVID-19. The broader scheme contains
procedural protections to ensure that regulation making powers are not used in an arbitrary or inappropriate
manner, as the regulations must be reasonably required to manage or respond to COVID-19 and are
disallowable by Parliament. Further, the Bill also allows for regulations to be made authorising VCAT to
conduct merits review of any decision of the VSBC to issue a binding order, which will provide for an
additional layer of accountability in the making of any order.
As any deprivation of property will be in accordance with the law, I consider that the right to property is not
limited by the provisions.
Right to privacy
Section 13(a) of the Charter provides that a person has the right not to have their privacy, family, home or
correspondence unlawfully or arbitrarily interfered with. Lawful and non-arbitrary interferences with a
person’s privacy will not limit this right.
The Bill extends the scope of eligible leases under Part 2.2 of the Omnibus Act. Under that Act, the Governor
in Council may make regulations which in some circumstances may interfere with the right to privacy in
section 13 of the Charter. These regulations may affect the private decisions that individuals are able to make
in relation to how they deal with their property (for example, by preventing a person from terminating a lease).
However, to the extent that the right to privacy may be affected, any interference will be neither arbitrary or
unlawful. The provisions are limited to classifications of eligible leases. These provisions, and the related
regulation-making power are established for the purpose of addressing serious financial hardship caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic and will only apply for a limited time. I therefore consider that the provisions are
compatible with the right to privacy.
Right to a fair hearing
Section 24 of the Charter provides that a party to a civil proceeding has the right to have the proceeding
decided by a competent, independent and impartial court or tribunal after a fair and public hearing. The right
generally encompasses the established common law right of each individual to unimpeded access to the courts
of the State and may be limited if a person faces a procedural barrier to bringing their case before a court. The
right will not be engaged, however, by a provision that substantively changes the law so that a cause of action
no longer exists.
The Bill provides that regulations may be made requiring landlords and tenants under an eligible lease to
engage in alternative dispute resolution. However, this does not prevent an individual from commencing
proceedings in the Supreme Court or restrict judicial review by the Supreme Court. The VSBC’s new binding
order power would not be exercised in respect of a matter that is the subject of proceedings before the Supreme
Court. The existing provisions of the Omnibus Act also provide that regulations must not require landlords or
tenants who have already commenced relevant court or VCAT proceedings to participate in mediation. As
individuals will still have access to the courts, in my view the right to a fair hearing is not limited by these
provisions.
For these reasons, in my view the right to a fair hearing is not engaged by these provisions.
The Hon. Melissa Horne
Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation
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Second reading
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating) (10:21): I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

I ask that my second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.
Incorporated speech as follows:
In April of this year, we met in this place to debate and introduce a set of laws enacting emergency measures
that would empower Victoria to face the challenge of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
We passed these laws to protect Victorians during these unprecedented times and to make sure that public
services and the justice system can continue to operate safely and efficiently. In recognition of the
extraordinary nature of some of these measures, we ensured that they were time-limited and would sunset
after six months.
These emergency measures have been a vital part of the State’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Unfortunately, we are not yet out of the woods. Victoria and the world continue to grapple with the challenges
of the pandemic, and we continue to need many of the emergency measures introduced by the COVID-19
Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 2020 (Omnibus Act).
In light of the ongoing challenges, this Bill extends some of these temporary support measures for a period of
up to a further six months.
The measures to be extended by this Bill are the support measures for tenants and landlords–both residential
and commercial - which include a moratorium on evictions, a freeze on rent increases and governmentsupported dispute resolution mechanisms.
Extension of reforms to support residential tenants and landlords
The Bill will extend the support measures for residential tenants and landlords introduced in April this year.
These measures include a broad moratorium on residential tenancy evictions, subject to specified exceptions,
which limits evictions by VCAT order to specified circumstances where it is reasonable and proportionate to
terminate the tenancy; a freeze on rental increases for all residential tenancies; and the establishment of
temporary residential tenancies dispute resolution scheme.
The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly disrupted the rental market and there is an ongoing need to support
households experiencing rental stress, which will continue after the planned six month duration of the current
support measures. The economic conditions that jeopardise tenancies are expected to continue regardless of
the continuation of Commonwealth financial support for Victorians. In addition, the public health reasons for
limiting unnecessary moves and evictions remain.
The Government had hoped and expected that the temporary measures would not be needed beyond their
original intended timeframe. Unfortunately, due to the resurgence of COVID-19 in Victoria, the
circumstances that gave rise to the need for the emergency measures in the Omnibus Act continue. As the
pandemic has progressed, we have seen more people facing housing and financial stress, with renters
particularly hard hit to due to a convergence of factors including their age and employment conditions.
It remains difficult to predict how long these temporary measures will be needed. As announced in August, it
was originally envisaged that these measures would be extended initially for a period of just over two months
to 31 December 2020. Reflecting the dynamic and uncertain nature of the pandemic and the scale of the
subsequent economic recovery, an extension for approximately five months to 28 March 2021 is now
proposed. This will provide housing stability in the short term as the State continues to combat the public
health crisis–noting the significant risks to public health caused by homelessness in this context–and will
provide ongoing support over a more realistic and reasonable economic recovery period.
The extension to 28 March 2021, acknowledges economic recovery will may not be a quick and that
vulnerable cohorts, such as renters, will need continued support over a longer horizon as we to move towards
a COVID normal.
The Bill will also provide a mechanism to extend the measures further to no later than 26 April 2021 if
required.
The eviction moratoria and freeze on rental increases will continue unchanged. While it is Government’s
expectation that tenants will continue to meet their rental obligations where possible, a tenant may not be
evicted for non-payment of rent where they are experiencing financial distress during the moratorium.
However, evictions will still be possible in specified circumstances, subject also to whether it is reasonable
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and proportionate for eviction to proceed. The continuation of the moratorium recognises the importance of
sustaining tenancies, giving tenants and landlords the ability to manage the ongoing impacts of COVID-19.
Rent increases will remain suspended during the extension, during this period, tenants cannot be listed on a
residential tenancy database for a breach related to the impacts of COVID-19.
The current residential tenancies dispute resolution scheme will also be extended until 28 March 2021.
Residential tenancies disputes, including eviction matters, will continue to be referred to a ‘single front door’
administered by Consumer Affairs Victoria where landlords and tenants will receive information and support
to reach agreements, primarily to reduce rent. As of 23 August 2020, the front door service provided by
Consumer Affairs Victoria has been contacted more than 79,000 times, with over 97 per cent of those matters
closed or referred to the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT).
Thousands of Victorian tenants and landlords have also mutually agreed to a rent reduction, with more than
28,000 agreements for reduced rent registered with Consumer Affairs Victoria as of 23 August 2020.
The continuation of the dispute resolution scheme and the associated rent reduction processes to 28 March
2021 will ensure that renters have the ability to negotiate and enter into rent reduction agreements to give
them financial relief and housing stability in the medium term as the State moves toward economic recovery.
Financial supports for landlords to offset reduced rent will also be continued and increased as previously
announced.
Where parties need additional support, they will be referred to the to the specialist mediation service provided
through the Dispute Settlement Centre of Victoria. The mediation service has the ability to make binding
orders. If the order is breached, the matter will be referred to the VCAT for hearing. VCAT will consider the
order and the action of the parties since it was made and then determine the dispute accordingly.
Extension of the Commercial Tenancy Relief Scheme
The impact of COVID-19 on many small and medium business operators in Victoria continues to be
profound. This Government’s commitment to supporting the state’s small and medium businesses through
the crisis commenced with the $1.7 billion economic survival package on 21 March that provided valuable
support to businesses. The Business Support Fund has helped tens, if not hundreds of thousands of small and
medium enterprises, helping them pay their rent, their employees and their utility bills. The Business Support
Fund has been further enhanced with expanded funding to assist businesses to make it through the stage four
restrictions and into recovery.
Many small and medium businesses continue to face the impact of COVID-19 restrictions on their business.
For some businesses this is the first time they have had to close their businesses since the start of the pandemic,
and they are now requiring rent relief for the first time. For others, the Government’s need to reduce the
movement of people has resulted in a very large drop in customers and therefore, revenue. While able to still
trade, demand for these businesses has dropped significantly, and for some of these businesses it is no longer
viable to remain open.
Part 2.2 of the Omnibus Act permits the making of regulations to give effect to the Commercial Tenancy
Relief Scheme (CTRS). The CTRS is currently due to expire six months after the commencement of the
Omnibus Act. The COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) (Commercial Leases and Licences)
Regulations 2020 (CTRS Regulations) were made under Part 2.2 of the Act to give effect to the CTRS and
fix its end date at 29 September 2020.
The impact of COVID-19 has extended longer than was originally envisaged and it has become apparent that
the need for a formal framework for landlords and tenants to negotiate rent relief agreements will be required
beyond the current end date of 29 September 2020. The extension of Part 2.2 of the Act will permit the
extension and amending of the current regulations to 31 December 2020 and the capacity to extend up to 26
April 2021 if required.
It is intended that the provisions will continue to apply in respect of all eligible commercial leases where the
tenant qualifies for (and is a participant in) the Commonwealth’s JobKeeper program and has an annual
turnover of up to $50 million. As originally intended, this includes but is not limited to eligible sole traders,
not for profit businesses and franchisees. This Bill will amend the Omnibus Act to enable the eligibility
requirements for rent relief to be determined under the regulations, which will allow for the removal of the
requirement that tenants must be employing businesses. This will confirm the Government’s intent that sole
traders are eligible to participate if they are participating in JobKeeper and will increase flexibility for the
Government to adjust as the JobKeeper program evolves.
It is our expectation that most commercial tenants and landlords will continue to work together to reach
agreements that will best assist the ongoing survival of businesses. Where the landlord or tenant cannot reach
agreement, either party may refer the matter for free mediation by the Victorian Small Business Commission.
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The Government commends the many landlords and tenants that have participated in negotiations in good
faith and reached agreements to ensure that as many businesses as possible survive the impact of COVID-19.
It is disappointing that the Government continues to receive reports that good faith negotiations are not
happening in all instances, and it is important to note that both tenants and landlords have obligations under
the Omnibus Act and the CTRS regulations. Tenants that are eligible have an obligation to request rent relief
in the form prescribed in the CTRS regulations. Rent relief is not automatic. The Government has
endeavoured to make the application process as streamlined as possible, noting that information requests to
tenants should be as minimal as possible to support their applications, in most part mirroring information they
will have already provided for their JobKeeper application.
It is important to note that compliance with the regulations is mandatory, and landlords have obligations to
respond to requests for rent relief. To address this issue, this Bill also enables the making of regulations to
enable the VSBC to make an order where this is considered fair and reasonable in all the circumstances. It is
intended that the VSBC would use these additional powers to resolve disputes between the parties, in
particular, where a landlord is consistently failing to respond to VSBC pre-mediation requests to negotiate in
good faith.
This Bill is an important continuation of the work commenced by the Omnibus Act. It extends and enacts a
number of reforms critical to our state’s response to COVID-19.
We must carry on with this vital work until the COVID-19 crisis is behind us.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Mr WELLS (Rowville) (10:21): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned until tomorrow.
HUMAN TISSUE AMENDMENT BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (10:21): I move:
That I introduce a bill for an act to amend the Human Tissue Act 1982 to establish a process for authorising
the carrying out of ante-mortem procedures for the purposes of donating human tissue after death and for
other purposes.

Motion agreed to.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (10:22): I ask the minister for a brief explanation.
Mr FOLEY: This is a bill that, as the title suggests, is to amend the Human Tissue Act 1982 to
allow modernisation and a catching up with other legislative processes for the carrying out of
ante-mortem procedures for the purposes of keeping the human organ donation system operating in
Victoria.
Read first time.
Ordered to be read second time tomorrow.
Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
The SPEAKER (10:23): Notices of motion 39 to 41 will be removed from the notice paper unless
members wishing their notice to remain advise the Clerk in writing before 2.00 pm today.
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Members
ACTING SPEAKERS
The SPEAKER (10:23): I wish to advise the house that under standing order 20 I have tabled my
warrant removing Darren Cheeseman and Matt Fregon from the panel of Acting Speakers.
Documents
DEPARTMENT OF PREMIER AND CABINET
Victorian Government Response to Review of the Family Violence Information Sharing Legislative
Scheme
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (10:23): On behalf of the Minister for Prevention of Family Violence I table, by
leave, the government response to review of the family violence information-sharing legislative
scheme.
Committees
SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE
Alert Digest No. 7
Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (10:24): I have the honour to present to the house a report from the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee, being Alert Digest No. 7 of 2020, on the following bills
and subordinate legislation:
Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020
Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020
National Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 2020
Wildlife Rescue Victoria Bill 2020
SR No. 162/2019—Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry (Infringements) Amendment Regulations 2019

together with appendices.
Ordered to be published.
ELECTORAL MATTERS COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the Conduct of the 2018 Victorian State Election
Ms HALL (Footscray) (10:25): I have the honour to present to the house a report from the Electoral
Matters Committee on the inquiry into the conduct of the 2018 Victorian state election, together with
appendices, a minority report and transcripts of evidence.
Report, appendices and minority report ordered to be published.
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the Victorian Government’s Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (10:26): I have the honour to present to the house an interim report
from the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee on the Inquiry into the Victorian Government’s
Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, together with the appendices, extracts from proceedings, a
minority report and transcripts of evidence.
Report, appendices, extract from proceedings and minority report ordered to be published.
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Documents
DOCUMENTS
Incorporated list as follows:
DOCUMENTS TABLED UNDER ACTS OF PARLIAMENT—The Clerk tabled the following
documents under Acts of Parliament:
Alpine Resorts (Management) Act 1997—Alpine Resorts Strategic Plan 2020–2025
Audit Act 1994—Performance Audit of the Victorian Auditor-General and the Victorian AuditorGeneral’s Office
Auditor-General:
Annual Plan 2020–21
Management of the Student Resource Package—Ordered to be published
Rehabilitating Mines—Ordered to be published
Results of 2019 Audits: Technical and Further Education Institutes—Ordered to be published
Results of 2019 Audits: Universities—Ordered to be published
Criminal Organisations Control Act 2012—Review of Victorian Criminal Organisation Laws—Stage
One
Criminal Procedure Act 2009—Victoria Police Trial of Digitally Recorded Evidence in Chief—Family
Violence—Evaluation Report
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978:
Orders under s 17B granting licences over:
Gasworks Park Reserve
Seaford Foreshore Reserve
Orders under s 17D granting leases over:
Gasworks Park Reserve
Merricks Beach Foreshore Reserve
Sandringham Beach Park
Duties Act 2000—Report 1 January to 30 June 2020 of Foreign Purchaser Additional Duty Exemptions
under s 3E
Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010—Education and Care Services National
Amendment Regulations 2020 under s 303
Emergency Management Act 1986—Report to Parliament on declaration of State of Disaster—
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic—Report 1
Family Violence Protection Act 2008—Review of the Family Violence Information Sharing Legislative
Scheme
Financial Management Act 1994—Explanation from the Assistant Treasurer for the delay of the reports
2019–20 of the:
Accident Compensation Conciliation Service
Adult Multicultural Education Service
Adult, Community and Further Education Board
Agriculture Victoria Services
Albury Wodonga Health
Alexandra District Health
Alfred Health
Alpine Health
Alpine Resorts Co-ordinating Council
Ambulance Victoria
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Architects’ Registration Board of Victoria
Austin Health
Australian Centre for the Moving Image
Australian Grand Prix Corporation
Bairnsdale Regional Health Service
Ballarat General Cemeteries Trust
Ballarat Health Services
Barwon Health
Barwon Region Water Corporation
Barwon South West Waste and Resource Recovery Group
Bass Coast Health
Beaufort and Skipton Health Service
Beechworth Health Service
Benalla Health
Bendigo Cemeteries Trust
Bendigo Health Care Group
Boort District Health
Casterton Memorial Hospital
Castlemaine Health
Caulfield Racecourse Reserve Trust
CenITex
Central Gippsland Health Service
Central Gippsland Rural Water Corporation
Central Highlands Rural Water Corporation
Cohuna District Hospital
Colac Area Health
Coliban Region Water Corporation
Commercial Passenger Vehicles Victoria
Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability
Corangamite Catchment Management Authority
Corryong Health
Country Fire Authority
Court Services Victoria
Dairy Food Safety Victoria
Dental Health Services Victoria
Development Victoria
Dhelkunya Dja Land Management Board
Djerriwarrh Health Services
East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority
East Gippsland Rural Water Corporation
East Grampians Health Service
East Wimmera Health Service
Echuca Regional Health
Edenhope and District Memorial Hospital
Emerald Tourist Railway Board

2013
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Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority
Energy Safe Victoria
Environment Protection Authority
Essential Services Commission
Film Victoria
Game Management Authority
Geelong Cemeteries Trust
Geelong Performing Arts Centre Trust
Gippsland and Southern Rural Water Corporation
Gippsland Southern Health Service
Gippsland Waste and Resource Recovery Group
Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority
Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority
Goulburn Valley Health
Goulburn Valley Rural Water Corporation
Goulburn Valley Waste and Resource Recovery Group
Grampians Central West Waste and Resource Recovery Group
Grampians Wimmera Mallee Water Corporation
Great Ocean Road Health
Greyhound Racing Victoria
Gunaikurnai Traditional Owner Land Management Board
Harness Racing Victoria
Health Purchasing Victoria
Heathcote Health
Hepburn Health Service
Heritage Council of Victoria
Hesse Rural Health Service
Heywood Rural Health
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
Infrastructure Victoria
Inglewood and Districts Health Service
Judicial College of Victoria
Judicial Commission of Victoria
Kardinia Park Stadium Trust
Kerang District Health
Kooweerup Regional Health Service
Kyabram District Health Service
Kyneton District Health Service
Latrobe Regional Hospital
Library Board of Victoria
Loddon Mallee Waste and Resource Recovery Group
Lower Murray Water
Maldon Hospital
Mallee Catchment Management Authority
Mallee Track Health and Community Service
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Mansfield District Hospital
Maryborough District Health Service
Melbourne and Olympic Parks Trust
Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Trust
Melbourne Market Authority
Metropolitan Fire and Emergency Services Board
Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Group
Moyne Health Services
Murray Valley Wine Grape Industry Development Committee
Museums Board of Victoria
Nathalia Cobram and Numurkah Health
North Central Catchment Management Authority
North East Catchment Management Authority
North East Region Water Corporation
North East Waste and Resource Recovery Group
Northeast Health Wangaratta
Northern Health
Office of Public Prosecutions
Omeo District Health
Orbost Regional Health
Parks Victoria
Peninsula Health
Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre
Phillip Island Nature Park
Port of Hastings Development Authority
Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority
Portable Long Service Benefits Authority
Portland District Health
PrimeSafe
Professional Standards Council of Victoria
Queen Victoria Women’s Centre Trust
Residential Tenancies Bond Authority
Roads Corporation
Robinvale District Health Services
Rochester and Elmore District Health Service
Royal Botanic Gardens Board
Rural Northwest Health
Senior Master of the Supreme Court
Sentencing Advisory Council
Seymour Health
Shrine of Remembrance Trustees
South Gippsland Hospital
South Gippsland Rural Water Corporation
South West Healthcare
Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust

2015
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State Electricity Commission
State Sport Centres Trust
Stawell Regional Health
Surveyors Registration Board of Victoria
Sustainability Victoria
Swan Hill District Health
Tallangatta Health Service
Terang and Mortlake Health Service
The Greater Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust
The Kilmore and District Hospital
The Mildura Cemetery Trust
The Queen Elizabeth Centre
The Royal Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital
The Royal Women’s Hospital
Timboon and District Healthcare Service
Trust for Nature (Victoria)
Tweddle Child and Family Health Service
V/Line Corporation
Veterinary Practitioners Registration Board of Victoria
VicForests
Victoria Legal Aid
Victoria State Emergency Service Authority
Victorian Arts Centre Trust
Victorian Assisted Reproductive Treatment Authority
Victorian Building Authority
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority
Victorian Electoral Commission
Victorian Environmental Water Holder
Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission
Victorian Fisheries Authority
Victorian Funds Management Corporation
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation
Victorian Inspectorate
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine
Victorian Institute of Forensic Mental Health
Victorian Institute of Sport Trust
Victorian Institute of Teaching
Victorian Interpreting and Translating Service
Victorian Law Reform Commission
Victorian Legal Services Board
Victorian Legal Services Commissioner
Victorian Ombudsman
Victorian Pharmacy Authority
Victorian Planning Authority
Victorian Plantations Corporation
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Victorian Ports Corporation (Melbourne)
Victorian Public Sector Commission
Victorian Regional Channels Authority
Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority
Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation
Victorian Strawberry Industry Development Committee
Visit Victoria
Wannon Water
West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority
West Gippsland Healthcare Group
West Wimmera Health Service
Western District Health Service
Western Health
Western Region Water Corporation
Westernport Rural Water Corporation
Wimmera Catchment Management Authority
Wimmera Health Care Group
Yarram and District Health Service
Yarrawonga Health
Yea and District Memorial Hospital
Yorta Yorta Traditional Owner Land Management Board
Zoological Parks and Gardens Board
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission—Operation Gloucester: An investigation into
improper evidentiary and disclosure practices in relation to the Victoria Police investigation of the
murders of Sergeant Gary Silk and Senior Constable Rodney Miller—Ordered to be published
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984—Notices under s 32(3)(a)(iii) in relation to:
RCBO Prohibition Notice 2020 (Gazette G33, 20 August 2020)
Statutory Rule 50 (Gazette S420, 18 August 2020)
Judicial Entitlements Panel—Own Motion Recommendations to the Attorney-General, May 2020
Melbourne Cricket Ground Trust—Report year ended 31 March 2020
Melbourne Strategic Assessment (Environment Mitigation Levy) Act 2020:
Conservation Areas Declaration
Levy Area Declaration
Members of Parliament (Standards) Act 1978—Register of Interests—Returns submitted by Members
of the Legislative Assembly—Ordinary Returns 28 July 2020 (two volumes)—Ordered to be published
Ombudsman:
Investigation into the planning and delivery of the Western Highway duplication project—Ordered
to be published
Ombudsman’s recommendations: third report—Ordered to be published
Parliamentary Budget Officer—Operational Plan 2020–21
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003—Government response to the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee’s Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Parliamentary Salaries, Allowances and Superannuation Act 1968—Report 2019–20 under s 7C
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Planning and Environment Act 1987—Notices of approval of amendments to the following Planning
Schemes:
Bayside—C162, C179
Boroondara—C327
Campaspe—GC160
Cardinia—C235, C263
Casey—GC150, GC170
Colac Otway—C103, C108, GC170
Corangamite—C53
Darebin—C190
Gannawarra—GC160
Glen Eira—C213, C215, C216
Golden Plains—C90
Greater Bendigo—C250, GC160, GC170
Greater Dandenong—C223, C225
Greater Geelong—C372, C415, C416, GC104
Greater Shepparton—GC160
Hume—GC150
Indigo—C76
Kingston—C196
Latrobe—C114, C115, C119
Loddon—GC160
Macedon Ranges—C138
Maroondah—C128
Melbourne—C258, C389
Melton—C221, GC150
Mildura—C110
Mitchell—GC150
Moira—GC160
Moreland—C209
Mornington Peninsula—C276
Nillumbik—C125
Port Phillip—C142, C160, C163, C168, C172, C191
Pyrenees—GC170
South Gippsland—C115, C116
Southern Grampians—C59
Stonnington—C305, C306
Surf Coast—GC104
Swan Hill—GC160
Victoria Planning Provisions—VC176, VC186
Warrnambool—C103
Whitehorse—C216, C219, C226
Whittlesea—C127, C203, C213 Part 1, C228, C243, C248, GC150
Wyndham—GC150
Yarra Ranges—C183, C194
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Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014—Public Interest Determination under s 42
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee—Inquiry into the 2017–18 and 2018–19 financial and
performance outcomes—Ordered to be published
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008:
Amendment of declaration under s 126 (Gazette G33, 20 August 2020)
Declaration under s 126 (Gazette G30, 30 July 2020)
Report to Parliament on the Extensions of the Declaration of a State of Emergency
Radiation Advisory Committee—Report 2019–20
Rail Safety National Law Application Act 2013—Rail Safety National Law National Regulations (Fees
and Other Measures) Variation Regulations 2020
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Assisted Reproductive Treatment Act 2008—SR 64
Building Act 1993—SR 83
Cemeteries and Crematoria Act 2003—SR 71
Children, Youth and Families Act 2005—SR 85
City of Melbourne Act 2001—SR 72
Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry Act 2017—SR 65
Criminal Procedure Act 2009—SR 85
Disability Act 2006—SRs 59, 60
Domestic Animals Act 1994—SR 52
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981—SR 73
Education and Training Reform Act 2006—SR 81
Electricity Safety Act 1998—SR 50
Electronic Transactions (Victoria) Act 2000—SR 70
Environment Protection Act 1970—SR 62
Fire Rescue Victoria Act 1958—SRs 68, 69
Fisheries Act 1995—SR 51
Health Services Act 1988—SR 77
Libraries Act 1988—SR 87
Local Government Act 2020—SR 72
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989—SR 80
Marine Safety Act 2010—SR 63
Melbourne Strategic Assessment (Environment Mitigation Levy) Act 2020—SR 61
Mental Health Act 2014—SR 82
Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990—SRs 55, 56
Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004—SRs 78, 84
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008—SRs 76, 79, 86
Sex Work Act 1994—SR 49
Supreme Court Act 1986—SRs 53, 57
Tobacco Act 1987—SR 54
Victims of Crime Assistance Act 1996—SR 88
Victims of Crime Commissioner Act 2015—SR 66
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998—SR 58
Water Act 1989—SRs 67, 74, 75
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Subordinate Legislation Act 1994:
Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rules 31, 42, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 55, 56, 57, 58,
59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 84, 85,
86, 87, 88
Documents under s 16B in relation to:
Building Act 1993—Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors
Conveyancers Act 2006—Conveyancers Professional Indemnity Insurance Order
Education and Training Reform Act 2006:
Ministerial Order No 1291—Order Amending Ministerial Order No 615—Amendment
to Order Fixing of Fees Administered by the Victorian Registration and Qualifications
Authority
Ministerial Order No 1292—Order Amending Ministerial Order No 1228—Fixing of
fees charged by the Victorian Institute of Teaching 2019–20
Ministerial Order No 1294—Order Amending Ministerial Order No 1228—Fixing of
fees charged by the Victorian Institute of Teaching 2019–20
Electricity Safety Act 1998—RCBO Prohibition Notice 2020
Health Complaints Act 2016—Complaints Handling Standards 2020
Local Government Act 2020:
Alteration of Electoral Structure of Bayside City Council
Alteration of Electoral Structure of Boroondara City Council
Alteration of Electoral Structure of Cardinia Shire Council
Alteration of Electoral Structure of Darebin City Council
Alteration of Electoral Structure of Greater Dandenong City Council
Alteration of Electoral Structure of Kingston City Council
Alteration of Electoral Structure of Manningham City Council
Alteration of Electoral Structure of Maroondah City Council
Alteration of Electoral Structure of Mitchell Shire Council
Alteration of Electoral Structure of Murrindindi Shire Council
Alteration of Electoral Structure of Whitehorse City Council
Meat Industry Act 1993—PrimeSafe Determination of licence category and fees for vehiclebased meat processing facilities
Surveyor-General—Report 2019–20 on the administration of the Survey Co-ordination Act 1958
Victorian Independent Remuneration Tribunal and Improving Parliamentary Standards Act 2019—
Members of Parliament (Victoria) Annual Adjustment Determination 2020
Victorian Inspectorate—Inspection Report March 2020 under the Terrorism (Community Protection)
Act 2003
Victorian Law Reform Commission—Contempt of Court—Ordered to be published
Voluntary Assisted Dying Review Board—Report of Operations January–June 2020
Wrongs Act 1958—Notice of scale of fees and costs for referrals of medical questions to medical panels
under Part VBA (Gazette S318, 30 June 2020).
DOCUMENTS TABLED UNDER STANDING ORDERS—Under the standing orders the Clerk
tabled the following documents:
Economy and Infrastructure Standing Committee—Inquiry into sustainable employment for
disadvantaged jobseekers, together with appendices and transcripts of evidence—Report and
appendices published by authority of the Assembly under SO 224(3)
Proclamations fixing operative dates:
Assisted Reproductive Treatment Amendment Act 2020—Whole Act—8 July 2020 (Gazette
S323, 30 June 2020)
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Building and Environment Protection Legislation Amendment Act 2020—Part 2, ss 19, 22,
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 36, 39, 41 and Part 5—28 July 2020 (Gazette S375, 28 July 2020)
Firefighters’ Presumptive Rights Compensation and Fire Services Legislation Amendment
(Reform) Act 2019—Remaining provisions—1 July 2020 (Gazette S328, 30 June 2020)
Police Legislation Amendment (Road Safety Camera Commissioner and Other Matters)
Act 2019—Part 2—1 July 2020 (Gazette S323, 30 June 2020).
DOCUMENT TABLED UNDER A RESOLUTION OF THE HOUSE—The Clerk tabled the
following document:
Parliamentary Integrity Adviser—Report 2019–20.

Announcements
ASSEMBLY SUSPENSION FINES FUND
The SPEAKER (10:28): I wish to advise the house that, under the Parliamentary Salaries and
Superannuation Act 1968 section 7C, I, the Speaker of the Assembly, have distributed $992.52 from
the 2019–20 Assembly Suspension Fines Fund to the Royal Children’s Hospital Foundation.
Joint sitting of Parliament
SENATE VACANCY
The SPEAKER (10:28): I have received a letter from the Governor transmitting a dispatch from
the President of the Senate notifying of a vacancy in the representation of the state of Victoria in the
Senate of the Commonwealth of Australia through the resignation of Senator Richard Di Natale on
26 August 2020.
I have also received a message from the Legislative Council proposing:
That the Council meets the Legislative Assembly for the purpose of sitting and voting together to choose a
person to hold the place in the Senate rendered vacant by the resignation of Senator Richard Di Natale and
proposes that the time and place of such meeting be the Assembly chamber on Friday, 4 September 2020, at
3.00 pm.

Ordered that message be taken into consideration immediately.
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (10:30): I move:
That this house agrees to the Legislative Council’s proposal for a joint sitting on Friday, 4 September 2020,
at 3.00 pm in the Assembly chamber for the purpose of sitting and voting together to choose a person to hold
the place in the Senate rendered vacant by the resignation of Senator Richard Di Natale.

Motion agreed to.
The SPEAKER: A message will be sent to the Legislative Council informing them accordingly.
Bills
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (STATE OF EMERGENCY
EXTENSION AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
The SPEAKER (10:31): I have received a message from the Council sending a bill:
The Legislative Council transmit to the Legislative Assembly a bill for an act to amend the Public Health and
Wellbeing Act 2008 in relation to certain matters relating to the COVID-19 pandemic, and for other
purposes—

with which they request the agreement of the Legislative Assembly. I understand that the Minister for
Trade will take charge of the bill.
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Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (10:31): The question is:
That this bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to.
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (10:31): Under standing
order 61(3)(b) I advise the house that the other parties and Independent members have been provided
with a copy of the bill and a briefing in accordance with the standing order. I therefore move:
That this bill be read a second time immediately.

Motion agreed to.
Statement of compatibility
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (10:33): In accordance with
the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 I table a statement of compatibility in
relation to the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other
Matters) Bill 2020.
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the Charter),
I make this statement of compatibility with respect to the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of
Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020 (the Bill).
In my opinion, the Bill, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with the human rights
protected by the Charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of the Bill
The Bill amends the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 (the Act) to:
•

lengthen the total period for which a state of emergency may continue in force in respect of the
COVID-19 pandemic (from 6 months to 12 months); and

•

alter the circumstances in which certain powers may be exercised by authorised officers; and

•

clarify the power of the Chief Health Officer (the CHO) in respect of directions; and

•

clarify the application of the definition of ‘serious risk to public health’ for purposes relating to
emergency declarations and the exercise of certain powers; and

•

enhance reporting requirements when a state of emergency declaration in respect of the COVID19 pandemic is extended beyond 6 months.

Human rights issues
Although none of the amendments in the Bill directly interfere with human rights protected by the Charter,
they do allow for the exercise of significant powers which may do so. In my view, and in the present
circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic, this is sufficient to warrant discussion of those rights in this
Statement of Compatibility.
First, the Bill amends section 198(7)(c) of the Act to lengthen the total period for which a state of emergency
declaration may continue in force with respect to the COVID-19 pandemic from 6 months to 12 months (the
total period otherwise remains 6 months). The making or extending of a declaration of a state of emergency
does not limit the Charter rights of any person; however, it means that authorised officers may be authorised
to exercise extensive powers under section 200 of the Act in ways which may limit various Charter rights.
Second, the Bill alters the circumstances in which certain powers may be exercised by authorised officers.
The Bill inserts the word ‘reasonably’ into section 199(1)(b) of the Act. Once the Act is amended, the CHO
will be able to authorise authorised officers to exercise any of the public health risk powers and emergency
powers if the CHO believes that it is reasonably necessary to grant the authorisation to eliminate or reduce a
serious risk to public health.
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Third, the Bill clarifies the definition of ‘serious risk to public health’, which is relevant to when a declaration
of a state of emergency can be made and when certain powers may be exercised. Specifically, clause 3 of the
Bill introduces new section 3(4) of the Act to clarify that an infectious disease (including COVID-19) may
pose a ‘material risk of substantial injury or prejudice to health of human beings’ (being part of the definition
of ‘serious risk to public health’) even where the rate of community transmission of the infectious disease in
Victoria is low or there have been no cases of the infectious disease in Victoria for a period of time.
The second and third amendments alter the threshold requirements for declaring a state of emergency or
authorising the exercise of the public health risk powers or emergency powers. As with the making or
extending of a declaration of a state of emergency, these amendments do not limit the Charter rights of any
person; however, they will allow the use of extensive powers under sections 190 and 200 of the Act, the
exercise of which may limit Charter rights.
Finally, the Bill enhances the reporting requirements associated with extending a state of emergency
declaration in respect of the COVID-19 pandemic beyond 6 months. Under new section 198(8A) of the Act,
the Minister must report on the reasons for the extension and the relevant powers exercised, and provide a
copy of the advice of the CHO in respect of the extension. The report must be laid before Parliament (if it is
sitting at the relevant time) or provided to the Clerk of each House of Parliament (to be provided to each
member and then laid before Parliament when it next sits). These amendments increase transparency with
respect to extending a state of emergency and are therefore rights promoting.
I note that the lengthening of the total period for which a state of emergency declaration may continue in force
only applies in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and will not have any broader application.
Although it is not possible to foresee all the possible uses of the powers under a declaration, in relation to the
current COVID-19 pandemic, the powers have been used to, for example:
•

require Victorians to ‘stay at home’ unless they have a permitted reason for leaving their home;

•

impose time and distance limits on Victorians leaving their home, and require the wearing of ‘face
coverings’;

•

prevent certain public gatherings;

•

prevent participation in certain recreational activities or use of certain public facilities;

•

close certain businesses and prevent other businesses from operating in certain ways;

•

require businesses and other workplaces to comply with various cleaning, signage, record-keeping
and other requirements;

•

implement ‘permit schemes’ in order for people to attend workplaces and access childcare;

•

require people who have been diagnosed with the virus, or have come into ‘close contact’ with
such a person, to self-isolate or self-quarantine;

•

require people who returning from overseas to be temporarily detained in a quarantine facility;

•

require people in high risk premises to be temporarily detained in those premises or a quarantine
facility; and

•

place restrictions on the circumstances in which people can visit hospitals and other types of care
facilities.

The full scope of the rights that will be engaged by the exercise of the powers can only be determined when
it is known exactly how the powers will be used and implemented (at which time the decision makers will be
able to give proper consideration to relevant rights in light of the precise ways in which they are limited).
However, the use of the powers in the manner described above engages a number of rights. The nature and
scope of each of those rights is considered below, along with an example of how the use of the powers could
engage those rights.
Rights to life and health
First, it is important to recognise that the amendments and the powers they ‘trigger’ promote the right to life
and health. Section 9 of the Charter provides that every person has the right to life and has the right not to be
arbitrarily deprived of life. In the present circumstances, because the COVID-19 virus is life threatening, the
Bill furthers this right, particularly in relation to vulnerable members of society who are at particular risk from
a broad and unrestricted spread of COVID-19, by lengthening the total period for which a state of emergency
declaration may continue in force from 6 months to 12 months. A state of emergency was first declared in
Victoria on 16 March 2020. Under the Act, unamended, it is only permitted to continue in force until 16
September 2020. However, the virus continues to circulate in the community at concerning levels, with large
parts of Victoria currently under ‘Stage 4’ restrictions due to a ‘second wave’ of transmission. Community
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transmission, and resulting mortality rates, would have continued to rise without the implementation of these
restrictions, which are empowered by the state of emergency under the Act. The six-month limit on state of
emergency extensions will very soon expire; accordingly, lengthening this total time limit to 12 months is
considered necessary.
Right to equality
Section 8(3) of the Charter provides that every person is entitled to equal protection of the law without
discrimination and has the right to equal and effective protection against discrimination. The purpose of this
component of the right to equality is to ensure that all laws and policies are applied equally, and do not have
a discriminatory effect. ‘Discrimination’ under the Charter is defined by reference to the definition in the
Equal Opportunity Act 2010 (EO Act) on the basis of an attribute in s 6 of that Act, which includes age, race,
sex, disability and parental status amongst many others.
The use of the powers may potentially amount to either direct or indirect discrimination under the EO Act
because of the differential effect that their use may have on certain groups of people. Indirect discrimination
occurs where there is a requirement, condition or practice imposed that is the same for everyone but
disadvantages a person, or is likely to disadvantage a person, because they have one or more of the protected
attributes, and the requirement, condition or practice is not reasonable. Direct discrimination occurs where a
person treats a person with an attribute unfavourably because of that attribute. Any use or exercise of powers
that may give rise to direct or indirect discrimination will need to be reasonable and proportionate in all the
circumstances in order to be compatible with the right to equality.
Protection from medical treatment without consent
Section 10(c) of the Charter provides that a person must not be subjected to medical treatment without
consent. The Charter does not define ‘medical treatment’; however, it may encompass compulsory medical
testing. The powers could be used to require people to undergo medical testing for an infectious disease
(including but not limited to COVID-19), if powers in addition to the examination and testing order powers
in section 113 of the Act are required. The Act clearly envisages that there will be circumstances in which it
will be reasonably necessary to require a person to undergo medical testing in order to ascertain whether a
person has an infectious disease. Provided such testing is reasonable and proportionate in all the
circumstances, it will be compatible with the right to protection against medical treatment without consent.
Freedom of movement
The right to freedom of movement is contained in section 12 of the Charter and applies generally to a person’s
movement within Victoria. It applies to persons lawfully within Victoria and is made up of the following
components: the right to move freely within Victoria, the right to enter and leave Victoria, and the right to
choose where to live. The right has been described as providing protection from unnecessary restrictions upon
a person’s freedom of movement. It extends, generally, to movement without impediment throughout the
State and a right of access to places and services used by members of the public, subject to compliance with
regulations legitimately made in the public interest.
Relevantly, the right to freedom of movement will be engaged where a person is: required to move to, or
from, a particular place or is prevented from doing this; subject to strict surveillance or reporting obligations
relating to moving; or directed or ordered where to live. Many of the ways that the powers have been, and are
likely to be, used will limit people’s freedom to move about, both indoors and outdoors. Any such limits will
need to be reasonable and proportionate in all the circumstances in order to be compatible with the right to
freedom of movement.
Rights to privacy, family and home
Section 13(a) of the Charter provides that a person has the right not to have their privacy unlawfully or
arbitrarily interfered with. Section 13(a) contains internal qualifications; namely, interferences with privacy
only limit the right if they are unlawful or arbitrary. An interference will be lawful if it is permitted by a law
which is precise and appropriately circumscribed, and will be arbitrary only if it is capricious, unpredictable,
unjust or unreasonable, in the sense of being disproportionate to the legitimate aim sought.
‘Privacy’ is a right of considerable amplitude. The fundamental values which the right to privacy expresses
are the physical and psychological integrity, individual and social identity, and autonomy and inherent dignity,
of the person. It protects the individual’s interest in the freedom of their personal and social sphere. Relevantly,
this encompasses their right to establish and develop meaningful social relations. The right to privacy may
also potentially incorporate a right to work of some kind and in some circumstances.
The ‘family’ aspect of s 13(a) is related to s 17(1) of the Charter, which states that families are entitled to
protection by society and the State. However, whilst the two rights overlap, they are not co-extensive.
Section 13(a) is a negative obligation that only prohibits unlawful or arbitrary interferences with family;
whereas s 17(1) is a positive obligation on society and the State.
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The ‘home’ aspect of s 13(a) refers to a person’s place of residence, regardless of whether they have a legal
interest in that residence. What constitutes an interference with this aspect of the right to privacy has been
approached in a practical manner and may cover actions that prevent a person from continuing to live in their
home, as well interferences with the home itself.
All three aspects of this right may potentially be limited by the directions that could be made in reliance on
the emergency powers, which could affect personal autonomy and private relationships, require the disclosure
of private information, affect the ability of families to gather with members who are quarantined due to
diagnosis with an infectious disease (including COVID-19), and the ability of people to reside in their own
homes if they are quarantined at another location. Any such limits will need to be reasonable and proportionate
in all the circumstances in order to be compatible with the rights to privacy, family and home.
Freedom of religion
Section 14 of the Charter provides that every person has the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion
and belief, including the freedom to demonstrate one’s religion or belief individually or as part of a
community, whether in public or private, through worship, observance, practice and teaching. A person must
not be restrained or coerced in a way that limits their freedom to have a belief. The freedom to hold a belief
is absolute, however the other aspects of the right are not.
If powers are used, for example, to limit the size of gatherings and the use of places of worship, they may
limit the freedom to demonstrate religion or belief as part of a community. Any such restrictions will need to
be reasonable and proportionate in all the circumstances in order to be compatible with the right to freedom
of religion.
Freedom of expression
The right to freedom of expression in s 15(2) of the Charter extends to the freedom to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas of all kinds, including orally, in writing, in print, by way of art or in another medium.
The right contains an internal limitation in s 15(3)(b), which permits lawful restrictions that are reasonably
necessary for the protection of public health, including to deal with a serious threat to the health of the
population or to prevent widespread disease. The internal limitation may limit the scope of the right or it may
indicate the kinds of limits that will be considered reasonable under s 7(2).
The right may be limited by requiring people to provide information (compelled expression), such as
disclosing an infectious disease diagnosis or by preventing large gatherings in which expression occurs (such
as political or artistic expression). Any such restrictions will need to be reasonable and proportionate in all the
circumstances in order to be compatible with the right to freedom of expression.
Freedom of peaceful assembly and association
Section 16(1) of the Charter provides that every person has the right to peaceful assembly. This provision
reflects the right of persons to gather together as a means of participating in public affairs and to pursue
common interests or further common purposes.
Similarly, section 16(2) of the Charter relevantly provides that every person has the right to freedom of
association with others. This right is concerned with allowing people to pursue common interests in formal
groups, such as political parties, professional or sporting clubs, non-governmental organisations, trade unions,
and corporations.
This right may be limited by prohibitions on large gatherings or directions that place limits on who a person
can have contact with. Any such restrictions will need to be reasonable and proportionate in all the
circumstances in order to be compatible with the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.
Protection of families and children
Section 17(1) of the Charter recognises that families are the fundamental group unit of society and entitles
families to protection by the society and the State. Section 17(1) is related to the section 13(a) privacy right
and an act or decision that unlawfully or arbitrarily interferes with a family is also likely to limit that family’s
entitlement to protection under section 17(1).
The Charter does not define the term ‘family’; however, it is given a broad interpretation. It at least includes
ties between near relatives, with other indicia of familial relationships including cohabitation, economic ties,
and a regular and intense relationship. Cultural traditions may be relevant when considering whether a group
of persons constitute a ‘family’ in a given case. In this respect, the cultural right in s 19(2)(c) of the Charter,
which states that Aboriginal people must not be denied the right to maintain their kinship ties, is also relevant.
Section 17(2) of the Charter provides that every child has the right, without discrimination, to such protection
as is in their best interests and is needed by them by reason of being a child. It recognises the special
vulnerability of children, defined in the Charter as persons under 18 years of age. ‘Best interests’ is considered
to be a complex concept which must be determined on a case-by-case basis. However, the following elements
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may be taken into account when assessing the child’s best interests: the child’s views; the child’s identity;
preservation of the family environment and maintaining relationships; care, protection and safety of the child;
situation of vulnerability; the child’s right to health; and the child’s right to education.
These rights could be limited where families are prevented from having contact with each other or where
children are detained under quarantine restrictions or prevented from attending school when self-isolating
because of their own diagnosis or close contact with a diagnosed case of an infectious disease, such as
COVID-19. Any such measures will need to be reasonable and proportionate in all the circumstances in order
to be compatible with the right to protection of families and children.
Cultural rights
Section 19 of the Charter protects the right of all persons with a particular cultural, religious, racial or linguistic
background to enjoy their culture, to declare and practise their religion and to use their language, in
community with other persons of that background. In particular, section 19(2)(c) of the Charter provides that
Aboriginal people must not be denied the right to maintain their kinship ties.
Limits on large gatherings may limit the right to enjoy one’s culture in community with other persons. Any
such restrictions will need to be reasonable and proportionate in all the circumstances in order to be
compatible with cultural rights.
Right to property
Section 20 of the Charter provides that a person must not be deprived of their property other than in
accordance with law. There are three elements to this right:
1.

the interest interfered with must be ‘property’, which includes all real and personal property
interests recognised under the general law;

2.

the interference must amount to a ‘deprivation’ of property, that is, any ‘de facto expropriation’ by
means of a substantial restriction in fact on a person’s use or enjoyment of their property; and

3.

the deprivation must not be ‘in accordance with law’ in that the law must be adequately accessible
and formulated with sufficient precision to enable the person to regulate their conduct.

It is possible that directions may restrict the use or enjoyment of property. Any such measures will need to be
reasonable and proportionate in all the circumstances in order to be compatible with property rights under the
Charter.
Right to liberty
Section 21 of the Charter protects the right to liberty. The liberty rights in section 21 reflect aspects of the
common law right to personal liberty, which has been described as the most elementary and important of all
common law rights. In particular, section 21(2) prohibits a person from being subjected to arbitrary detention,
whilst section 21(3) prohibits a person from being deprived of their liberty except on grounds, and in
accordance with procedures, established by law. Together, the effect of sections 21(2) and (3) is that the right
to liberty may legitimately be constrained only in circumstances where the deprivation of liberty by detention
is both lawful, in that it is specifically authorised by law, and not arbitrary, in that it is reasonable or
proportionate in all the circumstances.
The scope of the right in s 21 extends beyond detention as part of the criminal justice system to protective or
preventative forms of detention, including to prevent the spread of infectious diseases. Whether a particular
restriction amounts to a ‘deprivation of liberty’ for the purpose of the right in s 21 is a question of degree or
intensity. Detention or deprivation of liberty does not necessarily require physical restraint; however, the right
to liberty is concerned with the physical detention of the individual, and not mere restrictions on freedom of
movement.
Exercising powers under the Act to detain people, or require people to self-quarantine or self-isolate, may
amount to a deprivation of the right to liberty. Any such measures will need to be reasonable and proportionate
in all the circumstances in order to be compatible with the right to freedom of expression.
Humane treatment when deprived of liberty
Section 22 of the Charter requires that all persons deprived of liberty must be treated with humanity and with
respect for the inherent dignity of the human person. The right to humane treatment while deprived of liberty
recognizes the vulnerability of all persons deprived of their liberty and acknowledges that people who are
detained should not be subject to hardship or restraint other than the hardship or restraint that is made
necessary by the deprivation of liberty itself.
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As discussed above, the use of the powers under the Act may involve deprivations of liberty. Where the
powers are used in this way, the agency responsible for that deprivation must ensure that the needs of those
deprived of liberty are provided for so that any such deprivation is humane.
Martin Foley, MP
Minister for Health

Second reading
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (10:33): I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

I ask that the second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.
Incorporated speech as follows:
As we have seen over the past month, with Metropolitan Melbourne moving to Stage 4 restrictions and
regional Victoria returning to Stage 3 restrictions, there continues, and will continue to be for some time, a
need to implement public health measures to slow the spread of COVID-19 in Victoria.
In Victoria, some of the key public health measures required to manage COVID-19 are only available when
a ‘state of emergency’ has been declared under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008.
In particular, the use of emergency powers to implement the Stages 3 and 4 lockdowns and the returned
traveller mandatory quarantine program require a state of emergency to be in place.
A state of emergency across Victoria in response to COVID-19 was first declared on 16 March 2020 for a
period of four weeks and has now been extended a number of times. Under the Public Health and Wellbeing
Act, a state of emergency can only extend for a total period of 6 months. This means that the current state of
emergency in response to COVID-19 cannot be extended beyond 16 September 2020.
Extending maximum period of a state of emergency declaration
Unless there are new significant developments that alter the risk profile of COVID-19 to the Victorian
community, it is expected that public health measures will continue to be required to mitigate the significant
public health risk of COVID-19 beyond 16 September 2020.
To ensure appropriate public health measures can continue to be implemented in Victoria, the Bill will amend
the Public Health and Wellbeing Act to allow a state of emergency declaration in response to a serious risk to
public health to continue in force in respect of the COVID-19 pandemic for up to 12 months.
Enhanced reporting requirements
The Bill amends the Public Health and Wellbeing Act to enhance the reporting requirements in relation to the
COVID-19 state of emergency declaration. The Minister for Health is currently required to report to
Parliament on the state of the emergency declaration and the public health risk powers and the emergency
powers exercised as soon as practicable.
The Bill will amend the Public Health and Wellbeing Act to require the Minister for Health to report to both
Houses of Parliament where there is any extension to the COVID-19 state of emergency beyond 16
September 2020. The report must be laid before either or both Houses of Parliament sitting on the day after
the extension comes into force, or if either or both Houses are not sitting on that day, to that Clerk of the
House within 3 Business Days of any extension. The Clerk will provide the report to each member and the
report will then be laid before Parliament when it next sits. The Bill will require the Minister to report on the
reasons for the extension, and the public health risk powers and emergency powers that have been exercised,
and must also include the Chief Health Officer’s advice on the extension.
Clarifying Chief Health Officer’s powers
The Bill will also clarify the power of the Chief Health Officer to exercise powers under the Public Health
and Wellbeing Act. The Bill will clarify that the Chief Health Officer, as an authorised officer, can personally
sign and issue directions in exercising public health risk powers or emergency powers under the Public Health
and Wellbeing Act.
Clarifying when public health risk powers and emergency powers can be exercised
The nature of COVID-19 means that even where there are low numbers of COVID-19 cases in Victoria, there
continues to be a risk of outbreaks in the community. Recent events have demonstrated that large outbreaks
of COVID-19 can result from small numbers or even a single case.
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It is important that the public health risk powers and emergency powers, including the power to issue
directions restricting or prohibiting specified activities, can be exercised by the Chief Health Officer, or
authorised officers, even where there are low numbers or even no new cases of COVID-19.
The Bill will clarify that these types of public health directions can continue to be made, and public health
risk powers and emergency powers can continue to be exercised, in Victoria in response to a serious risk to
public health even when the rate of community transmission of COVID-19 is low or there have been no new
cases of COVID-19 for a period of time.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (10:34): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned until later this day.
GREAT OCEAN ROAD AND ENVIRONS PROTECTION BILL 2019
JUSTICE LEGISLATION MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS BILL 2019
PETROLEUM LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020
SENTENCING AMENDMENT (EMERGENCY WORKER HARM) BILL 2020
WAGE THEFT BILL 2020
Royal assent
The SPEAKER (10:34): I inform the house that the Governor has given royal assent to the Great
Ocean Road and Environs Protection Bill 2019, Justice Legislation Miscellaneous Amendments
Bill 2019, Petroleum Legislation Amendment Bill 2020, Sentencing Amendment (Emergency
Worker Harm) Bill 2020 and Wage Theft Bill 2020.
CONSUMER AND OTHER ACTS MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS BILL 2020
COVID-19 COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT (EXTENSION) BILL 2020
Appropriation
The SPEAKER (10:34): I have received messages from the Governor recommending
appropriations for the purposes of the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments
Bill 2020 and the COVID-19 Commercial and Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment
(Extension) Bill 2020.
Motions
ECONOMY AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (10:35): I desire to move, by leave:
That this house refers an inquiry into the management of future outbreaks of COVID-19 and alternatives to
current lockdown approaches to the Economic and Infrastructure Standing Committee for consideration and
report no later than 3 December 2020, including but not limited to an examination of:
(a) the economic, health and social costs of the current approaches to managing COVID-19;
(b) any cost-benefit analyses undertaken into current management of the pandemic;
(c) the efficacy of current approaches to suppress the virus given second-wave outbreaks in Victoria and
other jurisdictions;
(d) advice from experts in public health, including state and federal chief health officers, epidemiology,
mental health, economics and sociology;
(e) approaches taken by other jurisdictions in Australia and around the world;
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the operation and use of the state-of-emergency provisions under the Public Health and Wellbeing
Act 2008 and the state-of-disaster provisions under the Emergency Management Act 1986;

(g) usefulness or applicability of existing departmental pandemic influenza instant response plans; and
(h) any other related matter.

Leave refused.
Committees
STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE
Membership
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (10:36): I move, by leave:
That Ms Halfpenny and Mr Staikos be discharged from the Standing Orders Committee and that
Mr Cheeseman and Mr Fregon be members in their place.

Motion agreed to.
LEGAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES COMMITTEE
Reporting dates
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (10:37): I move, by leave:
That the reporting dates for the Legal and Social Issues Standing Committee be amended as follows:
(1) the inquiry into early childhood engagement of culturally and linguistically diverse communities to no
later than 17 September 2020; and
(2) the inquiry into anti-vilification protections to no later than 1 March 2021.

Motion agreed to.
Business of the house
PROGRAM
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (10:38): I move:
That, under standing order 94(2), the orders of the day, government business, relating to the following bills
be considered and completed by 5.00 p.m. on Friday, 4 September 2020:
COVID-19 Commercial and Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension) Bill 2020
Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020.

It is my appreciation that the Manager of Opposition Business and the Leader of the House have had
substantial discussions over recent days in regard to this. There is, as I understand it, an agreed way
forward that, as the Manager of Opposition Business has indicated, will involve all those from the
non-government benches that wish to make a contribution on the Public Health and Wellbeing
Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill being able to do so and each
member being able to vote through the process that has already been described.
These are two important bills. One relates to the ability of the chief health officer, amongst other things,
to ensure infected people stay away from the general public and the other of course ensures that both
commercial and residential tenants who are doing it very, very tough during this pandemic are able to
have some degree of certainty about their tenancy arrangements. It is the intention of the government
that they be dealt with by 5.00 pm tomorrow. We very much appreciate the constructive manner in
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which the opposition has engaged with the government in those conversations about those bills and
about the government business program more generally.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (10:39): As indicated earlier, we will not be opposing the government
business program on the understanding that we are all able to speak on the Public Health and
Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020. We understand
that the COVID-19 Commercial and Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Extension)
Bill 2020 goes to the guillotine at 5 o’clock on Friday.
Motion agreed to.
Announcements
REMOTE PARTICIPATION
The SPEAKER (10:40): Just before moving on, I did mention that I would be issuing guidelines
for the benefit of members about remote participation. Rather than my reading out quite a lengthy set
of guidelines, the Clerk is now emailing those guidelines to all the members. They are also available
from the Clerk.
Bills
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (STATE OF EMERGENCY
EXTENSION AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2020
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Mr PAKULA:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (10:41): I rise to speak on the Public
Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020, a
bill that should really be called the Andrews Labor Government Admission of Failure Bill 2020,
because that is what this bill is all about. Labor has failed Victorians, so Victorians must pay. Labor
created the second wave of COVID-19 through its scandalous mismanagement of hotel quarantine, so
Victorians are locked down. Labor failed to tackle this second wave because Victoria’s contact-tracing
system is hopelessly inadequate, so Victorians must stay locked down. Because this Labor government
cannot do its job, Victorians are denied their jobs, they are denied their families, they are denied their
friends, denied their freedoms, even denied their lives.
In this bill before the Parliament Labor wants the power to keep Victorians locked down for a further
six months. The Liberals and Nationals say no, and we will vote no because this is wrong. We will not
vote for this blank cheque. We will not vote to allow an incompetent government to be able to keep
Victorians under the thumb with no checks, no balances and no accountability. The only reason the
Parliament is allowed to sit today is because Labor wants more power over Victorians; otherwise this
government shuts down the Parliament and refuses to answer to anyone.
The Premier has lost control of the response to coronavirus, so his answer is to control Victorians
instead. Well, Premier, if you did your job, hundreds of thousands of Victorians would still have theirs.
If Labor did its job, we would be able to see our family and friends, as people right across the country
can do except here in Victoria. If this government did its job, we would not be forced to live under a
curfew, wear masks and be lock up in our homes for 23 hours a day. It is clear that this Labor
government does not even have a plan to get us out of lockdown—its only plan is to keep us locked
down. That is why this bill must be opposed. Under standing orders I wish to advise the house of
amendments to this bill and request that they be circulated.
Opposition amendments circulated by Mr M O’BRIEN under standing orders.
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Mr M O’BRIEN: The Liberal-Nationals will always stand for Victorians’ rights and freedoms in
the face of government overreach.
Now, why is this bill before the house today? The bill is here because this government has reached the
end of the six-month capacity that was originally set down for a state of emergency. When the Public
Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 was originally drafted nobody could foresee that a government could
be so appalling and inept in its management of a state of emergency as to require these extreme powers
to go beyond six months, yet that is where we are today.
The Liberals and Nationals say that this bill goes way too far, and that is why we are opposing it. But
we are going to put forward amendments which, if accepted, might make it acceptable. We will put
forward amendments, as I have just circulated, to provide that any state of emergency related to
COVID-19 may only be renewed on a month-by-month basis and subject to parliamentary approval
in both chambers.
The current state of emergency must not be automatically extended for six months without
parliamentary oversight. This is only the 20th day this year that this chamber has sat. We are into
September and we have only sat for 20 days. This is a government that hates scrutiny, that hates
accountability, that hates having to answer questions in this chamber. Well, this is what we were
elected to do. We were elected as a Parliament to scrutinise the government.
We are being denied that opportunity because this Premier and his cabinet will not allow us to sit. So
we are proposing amendments which would provide that the state of emergency may only be renewed
on a month-by-month basis and only with the concurrence of both chambers of Parliament. What has
this government got to hide from Parliament sitting every month? You would think that if we are in a
state of emergency it is more important than ever that Parliament meets regularly, that Parliament meets
to hold the government accountable, to demand answers on behalf of the people of this state as to how
the government is managing its response to the factors that caused the state of emergency. Instead we
see the government wanting a six-month blank cheque—a six-month blank cheque!—and there is no
guarantee that Parliament will even sit. Well, we say that is absolutely unacceptable. So we believe
there should only be an extension of the state of emergency strictly on a month-by-month basis.
It is disappointing that we even have to have any extension of the state of emergency, but the fact is
this government has so badly mismanaged COVID-19 it means that some public health measures will
be required to continue after 13 September. We see around the country other states managed to defeat
the first wave of coronavirus, and they have opened up. People are now re-engaging with their families,
with their friends; they have got their jobs back; they have got their businesses back—they have got
their lives back. Only in Victoria are we denied those opportunities—and only because of the
fundamental mismanagement by this government of this pandemic. That is why Victoria alone is in
this situation.
We also propose amendments to remove the government’s proposal to lower the threshold for the
chief health officer to authorise the exercise of state-of-emergency powers. We are already living
under extreme circumstances where government officials can literally keep us locked in our homes,
can close down our workplaces, can deny us the opportunity to meet with our families, and yet this
government wants to make it even easier for those extreme powers to be exercised in the future. On
what basis? What is the justification for lowering the threshold for the exercise of these extreme
powers? We say that the more extreme the power, the shorter the leash, and that is what these
amendments are all about. They are about putting a leash around this government, around these
powers, because they are extreme. They have caused enormous damage to people’s lives, enormous
damage to people’s emotional wellbeing, enormous damage to people’s families, their businesses and
their jobs. That is why we believe there must be very tight accountability. So we do not support
lowering the threshold for these powers to be used.
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We also want to confirm that the state-of-emergency directions cannot be used to restrict Parliament
from meeting. Now, one would have thought that every member of this house, regardless of what
political party or Independent situation you come from, understands that we have a job to do, and that
job includes turning up to Parliament to represent our constituents. Whether we are minister, a shadow
minister, a backbencher or the Speaker, we all have an important role to play in the functioning of
democracy in this state. We feel that it is absolutely untenable that the prospect that a health direction
could be used to close down Parliament indefinitely could be in order. That is why we move
amendments to try to absolutely clarify that that cannot happen. Parliament must endure; Parliament
must continue. Because if we have a situation where Parliament is not allowed to sit because a
government executive, a government officer, has written on a piece of paper saying, ‘Parliament
cannot sit; the parliamentary precinct is out of bounds’, then effectively we have a government
completely sidelining Parliament. That must not happen, and we call on the government to support
this amendment.
We also seek to remove the clause that would allow for the state-of-emergency powers to continue
even when there are no cases of COVID-19 in Victoria. This is extraordinary. Why would the
government want to see a situation where Victoria has completely rid itself of COVID-19 yet it wants
the state-of-emergency powers to continue?
This makes no sense at all, and it actually is a great cause for concern because this government has
hardly shown itself to be able to use the powers that it already has effectively. The fact that it may
want to continue using those powers even when this virus has been defeated and eliminated from this
state should give Victorians absolute cause for concern. What is the real agenda of this government in
wanting to have state-of-emergency powers operating even when there is no COVID-19 in Victoria?
We also seek to ensure that any possibility of an extension will only continue under COVID-19. Now,
I understand that those matters may have actually been already adopted, in which case that is one small
concession to sanity that the government has made, but it is nowhere near enough. It is nowhere near
enough. These extreme powers need stronger and more constant scrutiny by the Parliament. It is hardly
the case that this government has been so note perfect in its response to COVID-19 that the Parliament
or indeed the people of this state should have confidence in giving them greater powers, giving them a
six-month blank cheque to be able to continue the sorts of extreme measures that we have seen recently.
I hear the Premier trying to bat away these concerns of Victorians. I hear the Premier claiming that,
‘It’s just about getting people to wear masks. It’s not about keeping people locked down. The state of
emergency has got nothing to do with that’. So says the Premier. Well, you tell that to the residents of
the public housing towers in Flemington and North Melbourne. They were locked down in their homes
with no notice, not under the state-of-disaster provisions but under the state-of-emergency provisions.
These are extreme powers that not only can be used to keep people locked in their homes; they have
been used to keep people locked in their homes—used by a government who did so with no notice to
those residents concerned. And those residents, how were they treated? There were sent culturally
inappropriate food. They were given out-of-date—past their use-by date—food left outside their front
doors. Young families with babies did not get nappies. Women did not get sanitary items. This is the
way the government has exercised these powers in the past, so why would any Victorian agree to
extending these powers for a further six months with no checks, no balances, no accountability? We
will not do it. We will not do it.
In my 14 years as a member of Parliament I have never seen a public outpouring like I did when the
Premier announced he was seeking this extension of state-of-emergency powers. Victorians are gutted.
Victorians feel betrayed. Victorians are angry. Victorians have made all the sacrifices. The people of
this state have been asked—have been told—to stay away from their families; to stay away from their
friends; to close their businesses; to lose their jobs; to give up their rights, their freedoms, the things
that make them whole. They have been told to do this. And what does the Premier do? What does the
government do? They say, ‘We want the ability to do that again’—again!
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Victorians have done the right thing. It was not Victorians who made a complete hash of hotel
quarantine. It was not Victorians who decided not to bring in the Australian Defence Force or Victoria
Police and instead use untrained, unprofessional private security guards. It was not Victorians who
decided to second park rangers from Parks Victoria to work in hotel quarantine and to not train them
in infection control but train them in diversity and access. That was not a decision that the Victorian
population made; that was a decision of this government. This government has made the decisions
that have created the second wave, this government has made the decisions which have failed in
responding to the second wave and yet Victorians are the ones who are asked to pay the price.
Victorians are the ones who are told, ‘You must pay the price’. This is why this bill must be opposed—
because this government has not demonstrated itself to be competent or capable or honest with
Victorians. So why should these powers be extended?
What Victorians are after is a government that will be competent, that will actually demonstrate the
ability to tackle this second wave. Now, we should never be in this second wave. As I mentioned
before, we are the only state in one, and it is only because of the mishandling of hotel quarantine. That
has been the evidence before the hotel quarantine inquiry. Over 99 per cent of all infections in Victoria
directly trace back to two quarantine hotels. We know that. It is bad enough this government created
the second wave, but it then failed to tackle the second wave.
Why do we have in Victoria failures of contact tracing so grievous? We heard that a lady contracted
COVID-19 in July. Four weeks later, sadly, she died as a consequence of it. A week after she died
contact tracers made contact with her family for the very first time. Let me tell you, if your contact
tracers are making contact a week after the patient has died, you are not doing it very well. Is it any
wonder this government cannot put a fence around this virus? Is it any wonder this government has
allowed this virus to spread throughout Melbourne and parts of regional Victoria?
Do not blame Victorians. That is what the government loves doing, don’t they? They love pointing
the finger. It is always families making the wrong decisions, or it is sole traders daring to want to open
their businesses, or it is people in workplaces—it is always the fault of Victorians. You know, it is the
old joke about in communist dictatorships the trouble is that too often the people let down the
government. It is not dissimilar here. Every day the Premier gets up and he explains how the Victorian
people have let him down. Well, I am sorry, Premier, but the Victorian people have not let you down,
you have let Victorians down. You have failed Victorians. You have failed them by allowing this
second wave to be created because of your botching of hotel quarantine. You have failed them because
you have failed to fight this second wave because you cannot manage contact tracing, you cannot
manage testing. This is a government which has demonstrated itself to be incompetent on one of the
most important issues this state has ever faced. And then to come into this house and to seek an extra
six months of power to do more of the same—you have got to be kidding.
The devastation of these lockdown provisions is extraordinary, it really is. A couple of weeks ago
Sensis released results of a survey showing that more than one in eight Melbourne small to mediumsized businesses believe they simply will not survive this pandemic. They will not reopen their doors.
They are finished. If small businesses do not operate, where are people going to work? Where are the
jobs going to come from? We are seeing hundreds of thousands of Victorians already out of a job, and
that will get worse. This government has failed people in their work, in their family lives and in their
emotional lives. The devastation this has caused!
Our young people have been massively let down by this government’s failure. They are in the time of
their life when they should be with their friends. They should be at school or at TAFE or at university
or with their mates at their casual or part-time jobs, and instead they have been denied that opportunity.
Our year 11 and year 12 students have enough stress as it is. Year 11 and year 12 is a stressful time of
life. To be forced to do this all remotely, not knowing if and when they can go back to school, is just
extraordinary.
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Victoria is now effectively a leper colony compared to other states. Our people cannot travel anywhere
else—unless you are Gill McLachlan, I suppose. But, you know, we are not all Gill McLachlan, are we?
A member: The AFL elite.
Mr M O’BRIEN: That is right. People cannot travel interstate for funerals. People are seeing loved
ones buried and they cannot be there for it because this government has mismanaged this pandemic
so badly. Victorians are paying a price that no other people have had to pay, and this is why this bill
does need to be opposed. What Victorians want and what Victorians deserve is the opportunity to get
their lives back.
Now, the Premier promised that there would be a plan. He promised there would be a pathway, a road
map, call it what you will, and that would be released on Sunday. The Premier’s message was, ‘I know
we’ve asked you to sacrifice. I know we’ve told you to sacrifice. But we will grant you back some of
your life. We’ll grant you back some of your liberties’. And then today we read in fact the truth, which
is the government does not have a plan to give people their lives back, the government has only got a
plan to keep Victorians locked down. Because what was in that leaked plan today? An extra two weeks
of lockdown—an extra two weeks of extreme stage 4 restrictions.
Every day this lockdown is doing damage to Victorians—and to tell them that for all the work and the
sacrifices they have made they can only look forward to it being extended for another two weeks! Kids
desperate to get back to school, parents desperate for their kids to get back to school—what are they
told? ‘Well, maybe part of term 4, maybe in a staggered way; we’ll see’. Does the government
seriously want to write off this year for education? Completely unacceptable—and the worst thing is
it is not happening anywhere else.
You cannot look around and say, ‘We’re unlucky’. There is nothing unlucky about creating a second
wave through mismanaging hotel quarantine. There is nothing unlucky about having the worst contacttracing system in the country. That is not unlucky. That is incompetent. That is scandalous. That is
what this government has done to the people of this state. And despite all that, the government comes
in here and only allows us to sit for a couple of days so it can get more power—so it can get more
control over the lives of Victorians.
This government has got no pathway out. We cannot afford to wait for a cure for COVID-19 to resume
living in a more normal way. There is no guarantee if or when a cure for this virus will be found. So
we believe that we must get on with establishing a clear pathway forward for how we can live with it.
What does that look like? That involves protecting the vulnerable. It involves protecting our elderly.
It involves protecting those people with underlying health conditions for whom contracting
COVID-19 is close to a death sentence. Those people must be protected. But it also means safely and
sensibly reopening the state, and that is where the government has completely fallen down. It has no
plan to do that—no plan whatsoever.
The government says, ‘We’ll release something on Sunday’. But, as I said, the Herald Sun has already
provided the update. We already know what the government wants to do. My phone was inundated
this morning from people—friends, non-political friends; I do have a few—who are devastated, people
who just want to go back to work, people who just want to see their families. Is that too much to ask?
Is it too much to ask that this government say after six months of a state of emergency, ‘We actually
have a plan to give you some hope, some confidence and some optimism that you will be able to see
your families again’, because we do not have that at the moment?
And it is probably no surprise that this government rammed this legislation through the other place
before its plan became public, because do you really think that even the Greens—and we do not know
what secret deal was done with the Greens to get their vote, we do not know what incentives were
provided to the Greens leader to bring her back from maternity leave to vote—would be that final
vote? We do not know what incentives were provided to Ms Patten or Mr Meddick to secure their
votes, but that vote passed by a single vote, 20 to 19. Does the government really think that if
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Victorians were aware that this government had no plan to get Victoria out of lockdown, that its only
plan was to keep Victorians in stage 4 lockdown for another four weeks, it would have passed?
This is why the government wants a blank cheque, because it knows it has betrayed Victorians. It has
let Victorians down like no government has ever let this state down. We are in a situation where lives
have been lost. Hundreds of lives have been lost, and yet this government, these ministers, turn up every
day and collect their pay cheque. They are insulated from the consequences of their decisions. They
have not lost their jobs. They have not lost their businesses. They are okay. It is the 6 million Victorians
that they have let down, and Victorians deserve so much better than this. It is appalling.
I have been contacted by so many people who have been deeply affected by these lockdowns. I would
like to just put on the record a couple of stories just to demonstrate the consequences of what we are
voting on today and tomorrow, because keeping these extreme lockdown powers in place is going to
affect people like Robert and like Penny.
Robert is from Pascoe Vale. He lost his young wife to cancer two years ago. He is raising two children
with autism. Robert is a self-employed small business owner, and his occupation means he could work
safely and isolate without putting anyone at risk, but he is not allowed to. I will not mention what
Robert’s occupation is, but I just point out that this is a government which is quite happy to have
council gardeners working on council gardens, but the bloke who wants to push the motor mower
around the neighbourhood and not see anyone else—just do his job or do her job—is not allowed to.
And there are plenty of rules like that, where people—particularly sole traders—have been absolutely
thrown under a bus.
So Robert is not allowed to do his job. He is a single dad. He is raising two kids with special needs.
He says he has limited support because of these restrictions, so he is doing it more solo than ever
before. He cannot even see family. His kids are struggling with their mental health and with their
education, and he emailed me after hearing about the proposals to extend the state of emergency, and
he said, and I quote, ‘I am begging you to stop Dan Andrews changing the law once again to
accommodate his plan’.
Penny is from Chirnside Park. She has got two kids, one of whom contracted COVID-19. Fifteen days
after the Department of Health and Human Services gave her family the all clear to leave their home
isolation the family was doorknocked by DHHS to make sure they were home isolating. Fifteen days
after they were given the all clear they get doorknocked by the department: ‘Why aren’t you home?’.
Penny says every time she hears the Premier talk up contact tracing it makes her blood boil. She says
the situation is out of control because poor management allowed it to become rampant in the
community. She says, ‘I am sick of hearing, “We need to do the right thing”. We keep doing the right
thing, but they didn’t and don’t have to be held accountable’.
Well, that sums it up. Victorians are doing the right thing. They are doing everything that is being
asked of them. They are doing everything that is being demanded of them. This government has failed
them. It failed them on hotel quarantine, which created the second wave. It has failed them on contact
tracing, which is a shambles—not even up to a Third World standard. And your answer is not to
apologise, is not to fix the problems. Your answer is to seek more power for yourselves to keep this
state locked down while blaming Victorians absolutely sick of the daily ritual where the Premier gets
up and picks on a different group who he wants to point the finger at. The only person he should be
pointing the finger at is the bloke in the mirror every morning, because this Premier has failed this
state. I cannot think of any other premier whose incompetence has cost hundreds of lives, but that is
what Premier Andrews has done. And every member of his cabinet and every member of his
government is equally culpable, because you enable him.
You have cost hundreds of lives. You have cost hundreds of thousands of jobs. You have closed tens
of thousands of businesses. You have kept millions of Victorians locked up in their homes 23 hours a
day. That is what this government has done. That is the ultimate mark of failure of this administration.
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Victorians have stopped listening. You have lost their trust. They do not trust you anymore. You have
let them down too badly, and that is why this bill must be opposed—because this bill is about giving
more power to people who have shown they are incompetent to use it properly.
As I say, this should be called the Premier Andrews admission of failure bill, because that is what this
government has done. Victorians deserve so much better than this. We are a good people; we are
honest, we are hardworking, we pull our weight and we do the right thing. We look after our family,
we look after our friends and we look after strangers. We are great volunteers in Victoria; we are very
community minded. All Victorians ask for is a government that does not let them down, a government
that does the right thing by them. Victorians do not have that anymore, if they ever did. This bill is an
admission of failure, and the Liberals and Nationals will be opposing it.
The SPEAKER: I call the member for Ivanhoe. We seem to be having a problem with the
microphones. Can I ask the member to maybe move to the table to make a speech.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (11:11): With reluctance—I am more than happy to take my place here
when I have earned the right to, but given the extraordinary circumstances we find ourselves in here,
where perhaps many are called but few are chosen, there you go.
The Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters)
Bill 2020: the main objective of this bill is to amend the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 to
provide that a state of emergency can be declared for a period longer than that currently available
under the legislation. It permits the state of emergency currently declared in respect of the COVID-19
pandemic to be extended beyond the existing statutory limits.
We have seen this week already, in the past two days, the majority vote of the Legislative Council to
provide a six-month extension to our government’s state-of-emergency powers. Politics for me has
always been about people and about finding the common ground. The compromise on amendments
to the bill has been negotiated on behalf of the government by our most determined and industrious
Minister for Health in the other place, an honourable member for Northern Metropolitan Region, and
includes of course greater reporting requirements to the Parliament every four weeks as the state of
emergency continues. Some of those key public health protections that are required to manage this
pandemic of course are only available when a state of emergency has been declared under the Public
Health and Wellbeing Act 2008—for example, the mandatory face coverings, requirements for
workplaces to have COVID-safe plans and the many current and past restrictions that have helped
slow the spread of the virus. The bill also ensures that public health risk powers can be exercised—for
example, requiring positive cases to isolate.
We must continue of course to be vigilant and take the public health precautions until we have a
vaccine. Given the clear effectiveness of these basic public health measures, these protocols which
have contributed significantly to the decreasing trend of positive COVID-19 cases here in Victoria,
we must of course keep the faith, because it is working. Regardless of when restrictions may ease—
and the Premier will have more to say about that of course this weekend—some of the current
protections under the state of emergency, including mandatory face coverings, road checkpoints and
workplace COVID-safe plans, will remain necessary. We are talking COVID normal here and what
those protocols will look like.
The legislative amendments of course give the chief health officer powers to continue to have the right
to put protections in place while a vaccine is developed and to ensure we do not roll back on the
important gains that we have made getting COVID cases down in the community thanks to the
sacrifices and the discipline of every Victorian. We remain in this together, and of course what we have
seen is a very small minority of selfish individuals who have no interest in the greater good, who are
about ‘me’, not ‘we’, and seek to put Victorians’ health at risk and the economy at risk by deliberately
ignoring mandatory directions under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act. They also put our first
responders at risk, those on the front line keeping us safe who are trying to uphold the law or are nursing
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us back to health. Imagine where we would be without those powers available to Victoria Police and
other authorised officers—if you could just breeze through a roadblock, swan around without a mask,
endanger workers and customers because you do not have a COVID-safe plan in the workplace.
Much discussion has taken place about different jurisdictions across Australia who do not have time
limits in relation to their state-of-emergency declarations. Can I say in relation to that that I think it is
a reflection of the values here in Victoria that we do have deadlines and that we do have time lines and
constraints on the state-of-emergency powers under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act here in
Victoria, introduced in 2008 under the Brumby Labor government, after drafting and development
and consultation in previous years under the Bracks-led Labor government. Past legislators got it right
when they ensured that there were checks and balances in the landmark bill that ensured that a
government of the day and its agents, namely the chief health officer, would have to seek parliamentary
approval to extend powers that affect the rights and liberties of individuals in the name of statewide
community public health and safety obligations.
It remains a matter of great foresight, never really knowing when such legislative powers may need to
be used to keep our state safe, that the Bracks and Brumby Labor governments and this Parliament
established such a legislative framework over a decade ago—12 years ago. It is a credit to those health
ministers at the time—a former member for Melbourne, the Honourable Bronwyn Pike, the state’s
longest serving health minister, and her successor as health minister, the current Premier and member
for Mulgrave. Much of our thinking about the legislation at that time was developed and came from
past challenges and pandemics, such as SARS—severe acute respiratory syndrome—first detected in
2002. I was a senior adviser to the Minister for Health at the time, and while not of a COVID-19 scale,
it set the scene and the reflection for how Victorians and public health experts and clinicians would
develop a legislative framework to give greater effect to public health directives.
This of course has to be balanced with the civil liberties, the rights and responsibilities under the
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006. Could you imagine where we would be
dealing with COVID-19, a worldwide pandemic, if we had not in the first instance had the Public
Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 in place as a call to action for our public health response? Is it perfect?
Of course not. It was vital, though, to make sure of this instant and effective response and a public call
to arms to protect Victorians immediately once COVID-19 was declared a worldwide pandemic.
The fact that there are no time limits on the state-of-emergency powers in other state and territory
jurisdictions should be a matter of concern for their communities. Victoria has led the way and shown
great foresight in relation to the way in which this act was drafted and passed by this Parliament over
a dozen years ago. Regardless of your views on the need to tackle a once-in-a-lifetime worldwide
pandemic, the farsighted legislative framework that has been established has provided the
opportunities for us to have the checks and balances on any government of the day, and that is why
our Parliament is sitting today, to look again at how we further extend and advocate for those powers
when and where they are needed.
It is what sets Victoria apart. It is what has enshrined our civil liberties—our handbrake checks and
balances on executive power. It is why we are back here in Parliament seeking Parliament’s approval.
It is a figment of the imagination of the Leader of the Opposition to try to claim that somehow the
Parliament is not sitting—as far as I can tell we are here under a state of emergency, meeting as one
Parliament to provide further checks and balances and advocacy, as we have seen, and to pass from
the Legislative Council with amendments a bill that provides greater scrutiny for the government of
the day to continue to roll on the state of emergency month by month if required and when required to
keep Victorians safe.
I would also like to take a further opportunity to thank those in my electorate, particularly as it has one
of the largest concentrations of healthcare workers in electorates across the state—at Austin Health; at
the Mercy Hospital for Women; at Warringal Private Hospital; at the veterans campus of the Austin
at Heidelberg repat; across at Banyule Community Health service where they are about to begin
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COVID-19 testing for preoperative patients, which will be going for quite some time, another
significant piece of work that they are doing; also at Himilo Community Connect in my West
Heidelberg community where they are providing testing services to the Somali and African
communities locally; at the Assisi Centre and at the very many aged-care services across my electorate,
and particularly there where they make a significant contribution to the elderly in the Italian
community. Can I say that they are all working extremely hard, providing great services to our
community. I am very thankful for that work they do. They are doing it every day. They are putting
themselves on the line for our community. They are providing leadership right across our local area.
But not only that, it is the $1.9 billion investment from our government that is making sure that in
relation to COVID-19 there is not only testing but support for our health practitioners and the response
and the PPE requirements they need on site. We are seeing this work and commitment from our health
workers across the state in every town, in every regional city and right across suburban Melbourne.
This is a call to arms for all Victorians. There is no doubt that the restrictions have been onerous and
difficult for many. There is no doubt that everybody seeks the lifting of those restrictions at the most
appropriate and responsive time as possible. What we are seeing already with the further trending
down in COVID-19 cases overall here in Victoria is in large part because we have held the line.
We have engaged Victorians and made sure that, rather than condemn and complain and seek to
confuse people, there is a six-month extension arrangement around the state of emergency which still
requires a monthly approval and reporting to the Parliament to bring that into effect. We will see
continued efforts to confuse and condemn from those opposite, but what we have seen
overwhelmingly from Victorians, where we see a trend in COVID cases declining in Victoria, is very
clearly the result of committed work from all Victorians to keep the community safe. We are in a
compact with the community to ensure that we do defeat the virus but also that, where we have to live
with elements of the virus in time, the powers of the government and the scrutiny applied to it in this
Parliament continue. I commend the bill to the house and the amendments that have been passed in
the upper house, and I look forward to the swift passage of the bill.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (11:21): I rise to speak on the Public Health and Wellbeing
Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020. This bill does what is
obviously set out in the bill. But this bill, I believe, is a real test of our democracy in Victoria. This is
a fundamental issue about the rights of Victorians and the rights of Victorians being expressed through
their Parliament. This is about the Parliament actually questioning and holding executive government
to account. What the Premier wants with this bill is to sideline the Parliament, and by doing that he
wants to sideline the people of Victoria in decision-making around the COVID response. This is about
the people of Victoria and their rights to be heard and their rights to question the government.
The Premier wanted 12 months. He originally wanted 12 months power where he could shut
everything down in this state if he wanted to, where he could shut down democracy in this state. He
has got six months, and six months is far too long for this side of the house. The Liberals and Nationals
believe in this legislation; there is a need for those powers. But they should be granted on a month-bymonth basis with the approval of both houses of Parliament, with a motion of both houses of
Parliament, so that the people of Victoria’s voice is heard in that decision-making.
This bill is about the fundamental rights of Victorians and the powers and the control that the Premier
and the chief health officer will have over their lives into the future. I would urge the Premier and I
would urge the ministers that are making these decisions to actually go out into the parliamentary foyer
and read what is set out in the tiles out there in the parliamentary foyer:
Where no counsel is the people fall but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.

That is a fundamental tenet of the Westminster system, of democracy, of the rights of Victorians to be
heard through their parliamentarians that come to this place to hold the executive government to
account. And can I say—because there are no counsellors at the moment—there is the COVID Eight.
The COVID Eight are running this state. There are eight ministers in that little secret, closeted group
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that are making decisions about Victorian’s lives. There is no wider counsel around how decisions are
made here in Victoria at the moment. That is why, as the Leader of the Opposition said, we believe it
should be month by month with the approval of the Parliament. There should be information brought
back to the Parliament. There should be permission sought from the Parliament on behalf of Victorians
to have these powers extended every month. I would like to read a sample of the multitude of emails
that I have got from people who are very concerned about this particular legislation.
Can you and your colleagues please address the draconian emergency powers of this Victorian Government.
We no longer live in a state where our rights, privacy and freedom of speech, or our personal health and safety
are protected and to watch last night how this young pregnant woman was handcuffed, arrested in her own
home in front of her husband and family just for expressing/stating something regarding protesting against
the lockdown on Facebook left us in tears and ashamed of our political leaders.
How does this type of police activity directed by our so-called Chief Medical Officer Professor Sutton prevent
the spread of virus?
Where are the so-called science/health advice and facts that allows this type of police behaviour to occur?
As of today, our politicians, Chief Medical Officer and bureaucrats are not saving lives but are destroying
lives.
We now live in utter fear and are filled with unnecessary isolation and anxiety, even those that reside in rural
Victoria.
Thank you for allowing us to express our concerns.

I will not give the name and address of that person because, as with the woman in Ballarat, the Premier
would probably go and have her arrested for expressing those concerns.
The member for Broadmeadows shakes his head. That is what it is coming to in Victoria. We are
becoming a police state because the Premier wants to keep us locked down. The Premier’s failures
and his ministers’ failures—the COVID Eight—have put us in this particular situation. And they do
not want to be held to account. They want to extend their powers; they do not want to actually come
to Victorians and explain what they want done.
As has been said, we are in this situation—the Premier is demanding these extra powers—because of
the failures in hotel quarantine. How could any Premier refuse the help of the Australian Defence Force
and go to private contractors to manage the hotel quarantine? When you have got the offer of the
Australian Defence Force from the Prime Minister—a decision of the national cabinet—why would
you advertise on Gumtree for security officers to run hotel quarantine? Yes, the security officers were
out of work because all our nightclubs, all our restaurants and all our large public events had been closed
down because of COVID. The fact that they were out of work is not an excuse to advertise on Gumtree
to get them work doing the most important job there has been in this state probably for 100 years—
managing hotel quarantine. All the evidence is there now that the second wave is entirely because of
the failures of hotel quarantine, and it has been made worse by the failures in contact tracing.
Examples have been put out of people being contacted weeks after they have actually been declared
fit again from COVID-19. There was the tragedy that the Leader of the Opposition talked about—
after a woman had actually died her family was finally contacted. It is an absolute disgrace that that
could happen in a society like Victoria’s, where we supposedly have a Department of Health and
Human Services that are doing their job. They are not doing their job, and the Minister for Health, one
of the COVID Eight, should actually be sacked. If the Premier cannot bring himself to sack the health
minister for what we have in this state, he himself should resign for not actually doing his job, because
he has failed Victorians.
I speak particularly as someone from regional Victoria who the chief health officer originally tried to
stop coming to this Parliament against all constitutional rights we have as parliamentarians. The chief
health officer, an unelected bureaucrat, tried to make sure that we could not come to Parliament to
speak on behalf of our constituents. That is a disgrace in its own right—that an unelected official could
try to deny a parliamentarian the right to represent his community in this place. Fortunately common
sense has prevailed, but it took a lot of effort to get that position turned around.
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On behalf of regional Victorians, why are all those communities who have no COVID cases in stage 3
lockdown? Take the small town of Wycheproof in the Buloke shire. There have been no COVID cases
in the Buloke shire for the whole duration of this pandemic, so for six months now there have been no
COVID cases in that particular local government area, as is the case with quite a few other local
government areas. But in that particular community the hotel is closed, and it has been closed twice
now because of the restrictions of this government. The local bakery, which is a huge enterprise in the
town, is closed except for takeaway because of the powers of this particular government and the fact
that they will not actually look after the people of regional Victoria areas where there have been no
COVID cases.
Why are the students in our country schools being denied the opportunity to go to school? The excuse
that was given by the Minister for Education was, ‘We can’t have country kids having an unfair
advantage over city kids because the city kids can’t go to school, so we’ll shut down all the country
schools’. That is just absolutely ridiculous. As you would know, Acting Speaker Carbines, country
students have some disadvantages just because of distance and not having access to a lot of educational
opportunities every year, but the Deputy Premier has had the Minister for Health shut down country
schools where there is no COVID, where there has been no COVID for the whole duration of the
pandemic, because he does not want those country kids to have a so-called advantage over city students.
That is the sort of powers that we are extending for another six months with this motion and that is
why the Liberal and the National parties here in Victoria will be opposing this legislation. We agree,
yes, there should be powers, yes, they do need to be extended at times—but they need to be extended
with the express permission of both houses of this Parliament. That is why we are here. We are here
to represent the people of Victoria. This is a fundamental issue about the rights of Victorians to be
heard that the Premier and the COVID Eight actually want to take away from Victorians. It is about
their right to know why they are in lockdown, what is going to be achieved by lockdown, is there
actually an opportunity to have a better way forward, particularly for those regional communities who
have never actually had any COVID-19 cases for the whole pandemic. Why are they suffering because
of the Premier’s failures in this state?
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Carbines): Order! The member for Carrum.
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (11:31): Thank you for the opportunity to rise today to contribute to the
debate on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other
Matters) Bill 2020. I will start my contribution by acknowledging and thanking the vast majority of
Victorians who have supported and been part of the single largest collective effort in Victoria’s history
to save the lives of our fellow Victorians. Our singular and collective focus has been to reduce the spread
of this coronavirus and to save Victorian lives. To this end, I am actually humbled by the sheer scale of
selflessness that has been on display by so many Victorians. I am humbled by the countless acts of
generosity, the extraordinary sacrifice shown by so many Victorians, many of whom themselves are
enduring immense hardship and distress at this time. So I say thank you to each and every one of you.
Your actions have saved countless lives. There is absolutely no question about this. You have made sure
that our infection rates have remained low. You have made sure that our health system and our health
professionals and our personal care workers have been able to respond so that those who need intensive
care support, those who need ventilators, those who need specialist medical support, will get it. So your
support, Victorians, has been immeasurable, just as the value of a human life.
Whilst our death toll from the coronavirus has now passed 500, and this is an absolute tragedy, we
know that if we compare these numbers to the rest of the world our numbers here are relatively low.
This is not because this virus is not virulent; in fact it is highly infectious. We know this is one of the
most infectious diseases that we have ever seen, but our numbers here are low precisely because of
the actions that have been taken, precisely because of the actions that Victorians have agreed to take:
getting tested if we feel sick, heeding the call to keep a distance of 1.5 metres, putting in place better
personal hygiene practices and wearing our masks. We have sacrificed time with family and friends.
We have given up so much. But in doing this I think the message for all Victorians is that we have
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shown the most incredible, the most extraordinary compassion imaginable—and for this I personally
feel extremely humbled, and I feel very proud to be a Victorian.
But of course none of this has been easy. No-one wants to be in this position, yet here we are. It was
following the World Health Organization declaration way back in March that the COVID-19 outbreak
is a world pandemic that in Victoria a state of emergency was first declared under the Public Health
and Wellbeing Act 2008 on 16 March. On 18 March the Australian Governor-General declared a
human biosecurity emergency across Australia under the federal Biosecurity Act 2015. The effect of
both of these declarations has been to confer significant powers on the Victorian chief health officer
as well as the commonwealth health minister.
We know that the Public Health and Wellbeing Act provides for emergency response powers and
empowers the Minister for Health, on the advice of the chief health officer, to declare a state of
emergency to respond to public health crises that pose a serious risk to public health. In that act the
chief health officer is given powers to issue certain directions, and all Victorians are very aware of
these directions. We know that people returning from overseas are required to quarantine for 14 days.
We know people who are diagnosed with COVID-19 are required to self-isolate for a period of
14 days. There is the compulsory wearing of masks. There are the stay-at-home directions. There is
the curfew, study by remote and flexible learning, closure of early childhood services and of course
restrictions on businesses and workers. None of these directions have been issued lightly. They are
issued solely to address the coronavirus pandemic. They are issued solely to address the serious risks
that arise from this public health crisis. But there is no question that they have worked. They do engage
and restrict and inhibit our rights—our economic rights, our social rights and our civil liberties as
citizens of Victoria. And of course that is a heavy, heavy burden and an enormous responsibility,
which is why here in Victoria—and in Victoria alone—a limit of six months is currently legislated,
effectively capping the operation or the framework of this state of emergency. After that, government
must return to Parliament to seek an extension, which is exactly why we are here today.
The current state of emergency will expire in less than two weeks, and we know that the coronavirus
pandemic is far from over. We know how quickly cases can escalate. We know how highly infectious
and how deadly this disease is. We know that we cannot simply switch off the restrictions on
14 September. I wish we could. Victorians wish we could. But we cannot simply do that. We know
that people will still need to quarantine when they are returning from overseas. We want people to
isolate if they have been tested and tested positive with coronavirus. We know that masks are going to
be around for a while and we know that residents in aged-care homes are so particularly vulnerable,
so aged-care workers need to be supported to get tested and stay home. This pandemic is not over;
neither is our government’s need to have in place public health emergency directions, at least for the
next little while. This framework, this insurance policy, is still going to be needed after 13 September,
and so many lives are depending on this.
So while the case numbers are decreasing and whilst we hope that we will soon see an easing of
restrictions, any easing of restrictions is going to be steady, practical and careful. We cannot switch
off these restrictions. That would be unjust. But we do need to find a balance, a balance that recognises
the preciousness of our individual rights and freedoms but recognises at the same time that in a
democracy such as ours rights and freedoms are not absolute. We are obligated to preserve and protect
human life and dignity. So faced with the global health crisis that is COVID-19 we need at the very
least the ability to put in place certain measures where and when they are needed to reduce serious risk
to our public health, and that is what this bill is proposing.
The bill before us seeks this capacity over the next six months to be able to draw on those emergency
powers and to put in place measures as they are required from time to time to reduce the risk of serious
illness and death. But that is it: it is a framework. It is a six-month framework that recognises that we
are going to need that capacity to draw down on those powers. There is an important distinction:
extending this state of emergency by six months does not mean Victoria will remain in lockdown for
another six months. These concepts should not be conflated, and in striking this balance there is a
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further safeguard in this bill. Under the proposed amendments any continuation of the state of
emergency must be declared every four weeks, and the Minister for Health will be required to report
to both houses of Parliament on the reasons for any extension to the COVID-19 state of emergency,
together with a copy of the chief health officer’s advice on the extension.
I believe that the vast majority of Victorians understand the need for this six-month extension of the
state-of-emergency framework and the need for these changes, but of course that is not to say that we
are happy with them. I know that Victorians are anxious and scared and angry. I know Victorians are
hurting and suffering. I know Victorians are also feeling isolated and alone. But we do know how
deadly this virus is in certain settings. We have watched it tear through aged-care homes. We know
that this is an absolute shame. And if anything comes of this public health crisis and the Royal
Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety it must be a complete shift in the way we look at our
aged-care facilities and the way we treat and look after our aged.
We also know that our nurses and personal care workers have borne the brunt of this pandemic. They
have been extraordinary, and we are fortunate to have them. In their words, though:
Don’t call nurses, midwives and carers heroes then not have their backs by refusing to support an extension
of the state of emergency laws.

This work is essential. No-one wants to see the current restrictions go on for any longer than is
absolutely necessary, and let us hope we can start moving to an easing of restrictions very soon, but
we cannot switch them off on 14 September. Victorians have shown such compassion and care so far.
I commend the bill to the house.
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (11:41): It is a pleasure to rise and make a contribution on the Public
Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020. And
I guess just to correct the previous speaker there, no-one is not wanting to extend the state of
emergency post the deadline that has been put in front of us; it is how we extend it. And I wish to put
on the record why we oppose this bill in its current form and support the amendments as moved by
the member for Malvern.
We do realise that we are not going to hit 13 September and go from stage 4 to zero in Melbourne.
That is not going to happen. We are clearly going to need restrictions in place after that date. However,
extending the state of emergency for six months is simply a bridge too far, and I will explain why.
Parliament should be meeting on a month-by-month basis to discuss the detail around any extensions,
including the ramifications of certain restrictions and how things could be altered and how things could
be done better. On a number of occasions to date we have had restrictions put in place and then within
hours, days or weeks we have had backflips. The ability to visit partners was one. The ability to go
fishing and boating was another. Golfing was another. We had backflips on farmers markets, visits to
maternity wards and also changes to child care, just to name a few. These are issues that can be
scrutinised, debated and sorted out by the Parliament sitting to get them right in the first place. MPs
are made aware of these issues by their constituents—what the ramifications will be, what the impacts
are—and we can relay that through a functioning Parliament to get them right in the first place.
Let me explain to you the situation we have in East Gippsland: three years of drought, our summer
tourism season decimated by fires and then, looking to the future with some hope, COVID hits and
shuts down our business and tourism industry again. Two states of emergency we have had in East
Gippsland, not one. So here we are with our business sector on its knees—cases of COVID very, very
low all the way through—and the majority of our businesses are looking to 13 September with a ring
around that date on the calendar, hoping to get up and running again. And now we read today that we
are going to be closed beyond 13 September. Quite rightly there is outrage, and a number of business
people in the region feel that they are being punished for the mistakes of others.
Last time when we were in stage 2 of the COVID restrictions we saw no impact. Cases did not
increase. Yet we were pushed back into stage 3 due to the actions of others. And the action that is at
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the top of that list is the quarantine fiasco, a complete disaster brought on by a lack of oversight by this
government, which is entirely responsible for the level of restriction that has been put on our
communities and our business sector. Now we read that despite no increases in cases we are going to
have to weather the storm beyond 13 September. If this document that we have read in today’s media
is indeed an early draft, as members of the government have indicated, for goodness sake change it
before Sunday arrives to allow our business sector, particularly in rural and regional Victoria, to get
back on its feet.
There are a number of other areas that could benefit from the Parliament meeting on a regular basis
and discussing these matters. I want touch on one, and that is driver licence testing. At the present time
we can go to work in country areas and sit in our offices and go about our tasks, yet for some peculiar
reason someone who wants to sit their L-plate test cannot go in and sit in front of a computer at
VicRoads because they have closed their doors. We can have two or three people travelling to work
in a car in rural and regional Victoria as long as they have got their face masks on, but we cannot have
two or three people sitting in a car for someone to do their P-plate test.
What we have had put in place to respond to that is a process where critical cases will be able to sit for
their licences. For country people our young kids need their licences to, one, attend a job and, two,
even apply for a job. You need to be able to put on your resume that you have your licence or you are
going for it. Sitting your L-plates and doing your probationary test are activities that are allowed under
stage 3 restrictions, but we have got it so wrong. We have just got it so wrong that we are outlawing
this. In relation to, ‘Oh, we’re looking after those cases that are critical’, we do not have trams going
up the main streets of our country towns. We do not have buses linking every one of our country towns
on a regular basis. To get a job, to apply for a job, we need our licences. All of those young people
going for their licences should be treated as critical.
The frustrating thing about this whole scenario is that a lot of the mistakes that are made and a lot of
the things that need to be corrected could be done very, very easily and very, very quickly by a
functioning Parliament. I do believe that there is a great unawareness of the impact of some of these
restrictions on our country communities. Have a look at the fiasco of farmers who are unable to cross
the border to tend to their stock or the farmer who was told he had to fly his hay to Sydney and have
it transported back from the airport rather than being able to take it over the border. Parliaments need
to sit. Parliaments need to meet to sort these issues out. Without regular sittings of Parliament, without
scrutiny of the restrictions that are coming into place, we will have more flaws and more errors than
we need to have. At present, without Parliament sitting for the last 10 weeks, writing to a minister on
an issue and then sitting back and waiting two to three months—if you are lucky—for a response is
simply not acceptable. It is hopeless.
Let us have a look at what other states are doing. Queensland has extended its powers until 2 October
only. New South Wales, the ACT and the Northern Territory have decided to revisit theirs every
90 days. South Australia renews theirs 28 days at a time. Western Australia has extended theirs only
until 3 September, Tasmania until 31 August. But here we are in Victoria wanting to extend it well
into 2021. There is a reason for these shorter time frames in other jurisdictions, and that is, as has been
well documented by the Leader of the Opposition in his contribution, the state-of-emergency powers
provide very, very significant powers to the government of the day and bureaucrats over our lives.
They should operate and need to operate under regular scrutiny; under regular checks and balances.
Personally I believe the South Australian model is perfect. They look at and discuss these issues every
30 days. That is what the amendments moved by the member for Malvern have requested, and I urge
all members of this chamber to support them so we do not have the amount of errors that we have had
in the past, we do not have the amount of mistakes that are made and we understand the real issues on
the ground when people raise them with us through our electorate offices and ask us to come to
Parliament to represent their views so that these mistakes are rectified but preferably not even made
in the first place because we have the appropriate scrutiny of the Parliament sitting.
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I conclude my contribution by saying to all members of the chamber: do not just vote along party lines.
Understand that regular scrutiny will be of benefit to the entire Victorian community—the entire
Victorian population that is going through extraordinary hardship. I encourage everybody to support
the amendments moved by the member for Malvern.
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (11:51): It is a privilege and an honour to speak on such an
important bill and one that has drawn an extraordinary amount of conversation in the Victorian
community—and rightly so. Acting Speaker Carbines, I just wanted to do a bit of myth busting and
give some clarity, and you and the member for Carrum and others have done similarly. There are
effectively two pieces of law that assist us, the community and the government, in managing this
pandemic: the state-of-emergency and the state-of-disaster provisions in different statutes. They work
together and in harmony effectively to support the aspirations of a COVID-free society. So we have
to use those instruments to get to that point.
The purpose of this bill before us is to amend the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 to allow us to
extend the option for the state of emergency for an additional six months. Just for clarity for my
community and for others, what this bill actually seeks to do is lengthen the total period for which a
state-of-emergency declaration in respect of the COVID-19 pandemic may continue in force from six
months, which is in the current law, to 12 months. It seeks to alter the circumstances in which the chief
health officer may authorise authorised officers to exercise certain powers so it is more effective; clarify
that it is beyond doubt that the chief health officer can issue public health directions during a state of
emergency; clarify the application of the definition of ‘serious risk to public health’, which will provide
for flexibility in the making of public health directions when there are a few or no cases of COVID-19
in the community as we have seen in other states, which can often be a temporary state of affairs; and
enhance reporting and accountability requirements of the Victorian Parliament when a state-ofemergency declaration in respect of COVID-19 is extended beyond six months. The state of emergency
under this legislation is extended on a monthly basis by the Minister for Health following advice from
the chief health officer and in consultation with the emergency management commissioner and
emergency management minister. That was a quick summary of what this bill seeks to do.
In many respects, but particularly in the following respect, this bill is stronger than the existing statute,
because it requires the government to report to Parliament every time it extends the state of
emergency—so every four weeks if it seeks to do that; it has to report to Parliament its full health
advice even when Parliament is not sitting. It may not be sitting in that four-week period, but the
government still has an obligation to provide that advice to the Parliament out of session, which can
be picked up by the media and the entire community. These are far stronger provisions than exist in
the existing law.
I want to thank the Premier, the health minister, the Leader of the Government in the Council and all
the crossbenchers for working methodically and with the government to achieve what is effectively a
democratic outcome by the very force of the fact that it was approved and passed by the upper house—
and hopefully it will be by the lower house as well.
The other myth which has been clearly busted—but I want to make sure that in my contribution I do
the same—is: does this mean, if this bill gets through, that we have stage 4 lockdown for the next six
months? Of course it does not. Of course it does not, and the Premier and others have made that
extraordinarily clear. All it means is, as the member for Carrum said, it gives us the opportunity to use
certain provisions in that law to engage those provisions, those restrictions, as necessary from here on
for the next six months—for example, simple things like COVID-safe plans for businesses or the very,
very strong need for a COVID-positive person to isolate at home. They are pretty basic things, and I
think the member for Carrum said it well and I think you said it well, Acting Speaker: you cannot
conflate the two things. Where we are now in terms of stage 4 and what we are seeking to do in law
are separate things.
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So how do our laws compare with the rest of the country? This is probably the biggest myth of all, and
the member for Gippsland East in his contribution just then, whether on purpose or not, also conflated
those two issues. So let me be really clear: every state and territory in Australia right now, today, has
similar state-of-emergency provisions in place—not just on the shelf, in place right now, even states
and territories that have reported no COVID-positive cases in the last 24 hours. Right now, every state
and territory in Australia has active state-of-emergency or equivalent powers. That is a sobering
thought if we think Victoria is an outlier. In fact we are an outlier, but in a positive sense, as you made
very, very clear, Acting Speaker, in your contribution. We are one of only two states in the entire
commonwealth—us and Western Australia—that actually has a limitation on the government’s ability
to use those powers. Our limitation is six months. So we can use those powers every four weeks, renew
them every four weeks, with a hard limit of six months that requires us to go back to Parliament, as
you so well put it in your contribution.
In New South Wales—there is just one direct comparison with a bigger state—they never have to go
to Parliament again. They never again have to go to Parliament. They can extend their state-ofemergency powers or equivalent powers for 90 days at a time—not four weeks at a time; three months
at a time—and never come back to their Parliament. As you rightly said, Acting Speaker, that is a
conversation for their community. So I am pleased that we are in a situation where we will come to
the Parliament to argue for this, because it shows that we are a democratic community and we are a
community that established—again, the Labor government in 2008 established—these laws which put
these hard limits in place.
Where I think the member for Gippsland East conflated the two issues is he was talking about the
actual extension period for two weeks or for four weeks or whatever the periods in the examples he
used from other states, and somehow that makes it okay. What he was not actually saying and could
have said is that they do not have to go back to their parliaments. They can extend it even if it is for a
two-week or a four-week period—effectively for 45 years. That is the entire point: this bill is not about
those four-weekly extensions. This bill is for the existence of that formal legislative framework, as the
member for Carrum said, that allows us to extend to the point that the Parliament allows us to, which
is, we are proposing, six more months.
Has it been hard? It has not only been hard; it has been devastating. It has been absolutely devastating.
We have not hidden that fact. It has been devastating economically. It has been devastating for those
people who have lost their loved ones and for those people who have had coronavirus and, as the
Premier said, have continued to have serious health complaints after the virus is over. It has been hard
culturally and socially. Members of my community have lost a lot. They have lost an enormous
amount and some will never be made up, but that is the experience the world over. That is the
experience the world over, and I want to thank my community for the hard yards they have done,
because it is because of them and their contributions that we are in a better place today than we were
a couple of months ago. The times lost with loved ones, the business losses, the broken dreams—I
want to thank my community for sticking with us through the hardest of times. I have not had any
experience of any harder time, and it is their contribution that has brought us to a position where we
can see the light at the end of the tunnel. I want to make a commitment to my community and to people
generally that our commitment to you is that there is no joy in these powers. (Time expired)
Business interrupted under resolution of house today.
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Members
MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
MINISTER FOR WATER
MINISTER FOR PREVENTION OF FAMILY VIOLENCE
MINISTER FOR MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS
MINISTER FOR PLANNING
Absence
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:01): I inform the house that I will answer questions
today for the portfolios of the coordination of transport: COVID-19, transport infrastructure and the
Suburban Rail Loop; the coordination of environment, land, water and planning: COVID-19, police
and emergency services, and water; prevention of family violence, women and Aboriginal affairs;
multicultural affairs, community sport and youth; and planning and housing.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
COVID-19
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:01): My question is to the Premier.
Premier, the decision of national cabinet on 27 March to require returned travellers be subjected to
hotel quarantine stated:
These requirements will be … enforced by state and territory governments, with the support of the … ADF …

Premier, you issued a statement the same day, noting ‘It has also been agreed that’ the ADF ‘will be
engaged to support the implementation of these arrangements’. Premier, why wasn’t the ADF engaged
to enforce hotel quarantine arrangements, as decided by national cabinet and as you said would happen?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:02): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his
question. The ADF were involved, as Emergency Management Commissioner Crisp has made clear,
in the meetings to establish hotel quarantine. He has issued a detailed statement in relation to their
involvement beyond that, and I have nothing to add to that very detailed statement.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:02): Premier, when did you find out
that the ADF were not being used to support the enforcement of hotel quarantine, as provided for by
the national cabinet decision, and what action did you take?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:03): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his
supplementary question. In terms of the role of the ADF, the commitment was for support, and I
believe that they have provided support—
Members interjecting.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the national cabinet decision says:
These requirements—

being the hotel quarantine requirements—
will be … enforced by state and territory governments with the support of the … ADF …

The role of the ADF was in relation to supporting enforcement. I draw the Premier’s attention to that
to help him actually provide an accurate answer to the question.
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order.
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Mr ANDREWS: As grateful as I am for the assistance of the Leader of the Opposition and the
interjections from those opposite, it is simply wrong to say that they were engaged to ‘run’ the whole
program, which was the interjection from those opposite a moment ago.
I would refer the Leader of the Opposition to two things: one, the detailed statement that the emergency
management commissioner, Andrew Crisp, has released; and the second point that I would make and
refer the Leader of the Opposition to is that there are many hundreds, indeed more than a thousand,
ADF personnel who are playing many and varied roles. I, for one, and I will confidently speak on
behalf of all members of the government, and I think the broader Victorian community, are deeply
grateful to each and every member of the ADF.
Members interjecting.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the Premier is debating the question. It was a very
specific question. It was: when did he find out that the ADF were not being used to support
enforcement of hotel quarantine, and what action did the Premier take? The Premier has not addressed
either aspect of that question. I ask you to bring him back to answering the question. As former judge
Coate made very clear, there is no reason why the Premier should not be answering these questions
now.
The SPEAKER: Order! I understand the point of order, but the Premier is being relevant to the
question.
Mr ANDREWS: I have not raised the judicial inquiry; the Leader of the Opposition has raised
that. That might be something I raise at a later point, but just to be clear on that, I have not raised that
matter. Again, for I think the third or perhaps fourth time, I will refer the Leader of the Opposition to
the detailed statement issued by the emergency management commissioner, Andrew Crisp, someone
who I think Victorians have a high regard for—I certainly do—as a professional, and that concludes
my answer.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, Andrew Crisp’s statement is entirely irrelevant to
the question that I asked—entirely irrelevant. The Premier deserves to actually answer the question,
not just fob it off by reference to an irrelevant statement. I ask you to bring him back to answering it.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has concluded his answer.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:06): I rise to update the house on the steps that our
government and indeed the entire community have taken to drive down the number of coronavirus
cases right across Victoria. This is a wicked enemy and a fight the likes of which we have never been
engaged in before. It is truly a unique event. The infectivity of this virus, the fact that it spreads so fast,
silently, and has deadly effects, is well understood by the vast, vast majority of Victorians, and I take
this opportunity to again thank each and every Victorian who is making a powerful contribution,
whether it be coming forward and getting tested when you have got even the most minor symptoms
and then isolating at home until you get your test result, or whether it be those who are working and
are often referred to as frontline workers, but they really are our last line of defence against this virus.
I want to thank our nurses, our doctors, our ambulance paramedics, the cooks and cleaners, ward
clerks, orderlies in our hospital system—everyone in that team—they are a deeply impressive group
of people, and we are very grateful to each of them for the work that they are doing.
For those working in our public health response, literally 2500 people, a mixture of both Victorian
government public servants, private sector partners, ADF support, support from Services Australia
and the commonwealth—and I will take this opportunity to thank the Prime Minister for the
professional and the productive relationship and partnership that he and I enjoy. That is to our
betterment and it is incredibly important in terms of the safety and security of our state. To all of those
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who are involved in that work, I thank you deeply, and I want to make sure that you understand that
your government and your community value the work that you are doing.
This is by no means over. We have to, this Sunday, make announcements about how we ease out of
these restrictions in a safe and steady way, properly defeating the second wave so that we can lock in
a COVID normal that can be defended, a COVID normal that can run not for weeks but for many,
many months.
COVID-19
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:08): My question is to the Premier.
When deputy chief health officer Allen Cheng was asked in late August, ‘What daily case number
would you be comfortable with for us to transition to stage 3?’, he replied, ‘single digits or even low
double digits’. Premier, do you still accept this advice from the deputy CHO?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:08): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his
question. Professor Cheng answered a question—he has answered many, many questions. And at
today’s media conference, which is a media conference held each day, he made the most relevant point,
I think, given that this is a dynamic situation and case numbers change every day—this virus presents
differently each and every day; that is why we have daily updates, and that is why we try and answer
all questions on a daily basis—that it is too early to put a hard and fast number on the number of—
A member: He did.
Mr ANDREWS: Well, having spent quite a bit of time with Professor Cheng—
Ms Britnell interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! Member for South-West Coast! The Premier has the call.
Mr ANDREWS: I thought those opposite wanted an answer. The key point here, a point that the
professor has made—a point that more than one professor has made repeatedly—is that it is not only
the number of cases but it is the nature of those cases that matters. There are significant differences.
This may not be clear to the Leader of the Opposition, but it is a matter of fact. There are significant
differences between cases where the origin is known, understood and contained, and those cases that
have come to be referred to as ‘mystery cases’—cases where despite the best of detective work you
simply cannot determine the origin or the circumstance in which the person became infected. We do
not look at any single day’s numbers; we look at seven-day averages, 14-day averages, we look at the
types of cases that are coming forward—
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: And apparently this is not relevant.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the Premier was asked a very simple question: does
the Premier still accept the advice from Professor Allen Cheng? Because he said ‘single digits or even
low double digits’. That was his answer. That was the test, according to Professor Cheng, for
Melbourne to move from stage 4 to stage 3. So I simply asked the question: does he still accept that
advice? It is a yes or no answer. The Premier can obviously provide further to that, but at least a yes
or no answer would actually answer the question.
The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Opposition knows I cannot direct the Premier on how to answer
a question. I also remind people raising points of order not to repeat the question.
Mr ANDREWS: As I was saying, and perhaps the Leader of the Opposition does not need to be
informed of these matters—I think he perhaps does, but in any event—let me be very clear: the advice
from neither the chief health officer nor his deputies has been finalised. Modelling is still being run.
Members interjecting.
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Mr ANDREWS: Well, an answer at a press conference a week ago, two weeks ago, a month ago,
six months ago—it is not to say that that is in any way wrong—does not take account of the
contemporary circumstance right now. If it is the proposition of those opposite that we should pretend
that this is a static enemy, I do not agree with that and neither does the entire medical and scientific
community across the world.
The advice of the chief health officer and his deputies is invaluable. It has been followed; it will be
followed. But I think it is very important to acknowledge that that advice has not been formalised. As
I think Professor Cheng as well as Professor Sutton and others have made the point abundantly clear
on too many occasions to count, this moves fast, it changes rapidly, and a static response to a dynamic
enemy will be unsuccessful.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:12): Well, Premier, what is the number
of daily infections which will enable Melbourne to move from stage 4 to stage 3? Just tell us.
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:12): Having tried to turn a comment from a public
health physician professional into final formal advice, now the Leader of the Opposition would like to
upgrade me to having those sorts of special medical qualifications. I will not be providing that advice.
I will be making decisions with my colleagues on advice that has not yet been finalised. What the
Leader of the Opposition can be confident of, and every Victorian can be confident of, is that if we
want the pain, the suffering and the hard work of every Victorian to count for something, then we need
to get these numbers lower than they are today. We need to get them to the lowest possible level so
that they can be defended. Whilst those opposite would like to simplify the epidemiology of this virus
down to one-word answers, it does not work like that.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education
and Training: COVID-19) (12:13): I rise to provide the house with an update on how the Andrews
Labor government is supporting the class of 2020 year 12 students during this unprecedented
pandemic year. Our students are resilient and resourceful, but in this most difficult of years it is clear
that something needed to be done to address the challenges that coronavirus has put particularly on
our year 12 students. I can advise the house that every single year 12 VCE student will now be able to
go into their exams knowing that the impact of COVID-19 will be reflected in their final VCE scores
and their ATAR ranking. The new consideration of educational disadvantage process will take into
account disruptions to learning caused by the coronavirus pandemic for every one of our more than
84 000 units 3 and 4 VCE students in government, Catholic and independent schools. Schools will be
able to provide information about the individual impact of coronavirus on each student, including
school closures, direct impacts on the health of the student, students dealing with substantial extra
family responsibilities, ongoing issues with remote learning and mental health challenges. The final
result each student will receive for each of their studies, and their final ATAR, will be the outcome of
this process.
For VCAL students I can also announce that an additional $2.4 million in VET catch-up funding will
be available from term 4 for schools to cover extra costs, including additional fees and materials
associated with changed enrolments in VET units or transport costs associated with additional training.
I thank all students, their teachers and school staff, and their parents and carers, who have done so
much to make the best of this difficult year. The Andrews government is doing everything it can to
ensure that all the hard work that Victorian students have been putting into their studies is fairly
represented in their results for our year 12 students, giving them the confidence to give their very best
for the rest of this year.
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COVID-19
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:15): My question is again to the
Premier. Premier, a Victorian mother tested positive to COVID-19 on 13 July and tragically died from
it on 31 July. Her family told Neil Mitchell that Victorian government contact tracers did not make
any contact with them at all until 7 August—a week after she died. Premier, how on earth can this
gross failure of contact tracing have occurred?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:16): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his
question. I am aware of the case that he raises, and I am also aware that the Minister for Health, I
understand, has spoken with the family—I am happy to double-check that, that is my memory of those
events very recently—to offer our sincere condolences. That is an unacceptable set of arrangements,
and we send our condolences and best wishes to that family. And we give our commitment, as we did
at the time—and I will again reiterate—that if there are any learnings, any improvements, that can be
made as a result of the clear failure of processes and communication in relation to that matter, then we
stand committed to do that. This is a terribly sad set of circumstances, and we again send our profound
and deep sympathies and condolences to that family. Any learnings, any learnings whatsoever, will
see further improvements. It is a culture of continuous improvement that is most important, and that
is exactly what the government and its partners are committed to delivering.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:17): Premier, in New South Wales
and Queensland the contact-tracing system allows health authorities to alert the public very quickly,
to identify a potential outbreak of COVID-19, to advise people who visited a venue between certain
hours on a particular day to immediately isolate and get tested. By contrast, Victoria has been using
fax machines and pen and paper to manage its contact-tracing system. Premier, if your contact-tracing
system is second-rate, how do you expect to get on top of your second wave?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:17): I again thank the Leader of the Opposition for his
question, and he has made a number of claims. I would not necessarily concur with those claims.
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: Well, I would not agree with them because they are not right. It is not my habit
to agree with things, for the sake of convenience, that are wrong. Let me give you an example, Leader
of the Opposition. In Gippsland, in the Latrobe Valley, there are a number of public health
interventions that are being made as we speak. Because of decisions of this government and the
commitment and the skill and the hard work of our dedicated public health professionals—the very
team that the Leader of the Opposition is drawing conclusions about—both the venue and the day and
time, in multiple settings, have been provided to local communities. This is my advice as of about
9 o’clock this morning. So the very thing that the Leader of the Opposition is calling out as, in his
judgement, best practice is in fact being delivered, as we speak, in a regional outbreak where a person
from Melbourne travelled to that community.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations, Minister for the Coordination of Treasury and Finance: COVID-19) (12:18): There is no
doubt that the coronavirus pandemic is having a devastating impact on economies right across the
world, and we have seen in yesterday’s national account figures that Australia and of course Victoria
are not immune from the impact of this crisis.
The Andrews government has invested more than $10 billion into protecting Victorians from the
virus’s deadly health and, might I say, economic effects, with direct business and job support,
healthcare, education and social initiatives and $2.7 billion to building works—that in itself is creating
some 3700 jobs. Our investment in the June quarter alone amounted to 6 per cent of the state’s
economy, with the ABS data showing that Victorian state and local government growth in public
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demand was faster than the country at 6.4 per cent—more than two percentage points in fact faster
than the national average. Of course there is the continuing success of our record Big Build investment
and our state and local government sector investment, which grew by 24.4 per cent, which is
effectively triple the national average. So we are working with the commonwealth, and of course we
welcome more investment from the federal government in the September quarter.
Our response is working, with independent modelling from Deloitte Access showing that our
economic support has boosted economic activity in the June quarter by $7.5 billion or 81 000 full-time
equivalent jobs.
This government will not politicise this crisis or preen to conspiracy theorists. Those who want to put
Victorian lives at risk of course need to recognise that what we need at this moment is a single focus.
We will just get on with the job to ensure that Victorians bounce back from this crisis and once again
Victoria returns to being the engine room of the nation.
COVID-19
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) (12:20): My question was to the Minister for Housing, but he is not
in the chamber so I will ask it of the Premier. Over the weekend the government confirmed that people
living in overcrowded public housing inner-city towers will be offered the opportunity to move to
private rental properties for the next two years to get them out of their overcrowded situations. This
will be a big relief for many families who have been living in appalling situations, not just during
COVID but actually for years, and it is something we have raised with the government many times as
a risk of spread of COVID.
Does the Premier acknowledge now that more should have been done to address this overcrowding
and the lack of information and sanitation in public housing early in the pandemic so that we might
have been able to avoid a hard lockdown and the severe hardship it caused to public housing residents?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:21): I thank the member for Melbourne for her
question, and I acknowledge her long-time interest and concern in these matters. I will not necessarily
go through a long list of different investments that the government has made over a very long period
of time—they are historic in nature—but we acknowledge there is more to be done when it comes to
providing the most appropriate accommodation to often the most vulnerable group or groups within
our Victorian community.
I would not necessarily accept the conclusion that the member for Melbourne has drawn in relation to
the comment she made in relation to earlier action and different practices that might have been
employed at different times. I think the notion of conflating any change or notional, as she puts it,
improvement in those measures being enough to avoid the deeply regrettable hard lockdown of those
towers—I do not think that the science or the data hold true to that conclusion. It just does not lead
you to that conclusion.
I will make the point, as I have a number of times, that nobody who was involved in making that
important decision, nobody who was involved in providing advice to the Victorian government from
a public health point of view that that was an absolutely essential course of action for us to take was
pleased to do so. And it is always very difficult to measure things that do not happen. But I for one am
very proud of every single person involved in a massive response, something the likes of which we
have never been called to do before in the history of our great state.
But it is clear that when you are faced with underlying and undoubtable vulnerability in a cohort of
people you have to act. And there is no time for second-guessing. There is no time to get the absolute
fine-grained detail right. You have got to do the big and important thing, and that is to stop the spread,
and then you have got to make that as best you possibly can. And it was a massive team of people who
worked incredibly hard to achieve that outcome. It did take hours. It did take in some cases some days
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for those matters to settle. That is the nature of a dynamic environment, a vulnerable environment, and
it is also the nature of this wildly infectious and wicked enemy that we are all engaged in a battle against.
Our investments in public housing are very significant. We, however, reserve the right to do more, and
indeed we will. And when the time comes, at the appropriate time, we will have more to say in relation
to providing the most secure and the most fit-for-purpose accommodation for the most vulnerable in
our Victorian community. They deserve nothing less.
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) (12:24): Premier, many residents who are being moved into this
private accommodation are understandably anxious that after two years, when these private rental
agreements end, they will not have anywhere to go because there is no extra public housing to put
them in, particularly family-sized public housing. In fact there are now over 100 000 people on that
public housing waiting list.
Premier, will the government commit in this budget to building more public housing over and above
current plans in the next two years to create jobs, which we know we need, but also so these families
have somewhere to go after these private leases run out?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:25): Firstly, it will come as no great surprise to the
member for Melbourne that it is not my practice to deliver the budget. The Treasurer will do that and
it will be done on budget day, and the exact circumstances of that will be clear to all honourable
members in due course. Secondly, I understand the honourable member’s interest and concern, and
for the purposes of reassurance of any and all residents who have moved into alternative
accommodation as a result of this pandemic, two years is for the purposes of certainty, and beyond
that they do not lose their status as a public housing tenant. That is guaranteed—locked in, no question.
We will seek at the end of that two-year period, or earlier if circumstances dictate, to make sure that
those families are accommodated in the most appropriate way. That is our commitment. That is our
record. That will not be changing. But I am prepared to concede that we do need to do more in this
space, and the government will.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: CLICK FOR VIC
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19) (12:26): I rise to give the
house an update on the Click for Vic campaign, which was launched by the Premier on Sunday,
23 August. It connects Victorians with local producers, creators and businesses from right across the
state. The webpages showcase a selection of products and experiences that Victorians can buy online
or enjoy at home, and if any members have not been on those pages, I encourage them to do so and
support those businesses.
There are now 846 of them participating in Click for Vic: 253 on the Click for Vic webpage, 32 on
Providoor, 210 on Co-lab Pantry and 319 on Victorian Country Market. It has now received more than
184 000 visits since the campaign began, over 200 000 clicks to operator websites from
visitvictoria.com, and e-commerce partners have all reported significant uplifts in website traffic and
sales since the launch. That is on any of those pages. Victorian Country Market features 321 of the
best producers in Victoria and has reported more than a 360 per cent increase in traffic and a 303 per
cent increase in online sales since the campaign began. Here are some of the testimonials from
businesses on those sites. From Gather and Harvest in Mount Beauty they say:
We have already had an amazing response from it. It seriously is making a huge difference to our business
and our wellbeing.
… it is still going completely nuts, to the point that we are going to have to employ some casual staff to get
the orders out.

From Mandy Bishop at Platypi Chocolate:
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Thank you so much for including us in your amazing campaigns. We ended up calling 5 staff in over the
weekend … to keep up orders.
Kudos on the quality of the website too. We have also packed 9 orders this morning from Vic Country Market.

And from Matt at Patient Wolf Gin:
The Click for Vic campaign is amazing. Thanks for supporting and featuring Melbourne’s local gin distillery.
It’s a fantastic campaign. G & Ts on me!

COVID-19
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:28): My question is again to the
Premier. Under the Premier’s stage 4 restrictions, gardeners whose work involves no contact with
home owners are banned from working while their public sector counterparts working for councils
and state government properties are still at work. Premier, why have you discriminated against sole
traders such as these, banning them from working while also denying them access to your Business
Support Fund?
The SPEAKER: Order! I call the Premier, but I do ask the Leader of the Opposition to direct
questions through the Chair.
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:28): Under stage 4, a number of workers have
essentially been told—a number of businesses have essentially been told—on detailed health advice
that in order to restrict movement and therefore restrict the number of new cases, they are not able to
work. It is always very difficult to make decisions about which industries can continue at what level
and which industries must close. They are very challenging decisions to make, and they are not
decisions that are made easily. There is no sense of joy—there is nothing but heartache—in having to
make those very difficult decisions.
Mr M O’Brien interjected.
Mr ANDREWS: Well, the Leader of the Opposition has asked a question, and if I might continue
with my answer, I would make the point that if I were to say yes to every eloquent, passionate
representation or case that was made to me; if every pleading that was made to me to ‘Let us open,
our industry is safe’; if I was to agree to every single request that was made, then right now as we stand
here in these quite extraordinary circumstances we would have more people at work than we did prior
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
This is quite challenging for many businesses, but it is also quite obvious that we will not reduce these
case numbers if we do not make really tough decisions based on medical advice. I reject some of the
assertions made by way of interjection by those opposite. These are evidence based—and the strategy
is working.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the question goes really to two points. One is the
discrimination against private sector sole traders compared to public sector gardeners, but the second
relates to the lack of access to the Business Support Fund. If the Premier says, ‘Our advice is we have
to close these businesses down and stop them from working’, why has the Premier also added insult
to injury by denying sole traders access to the Business Support Fund? I ask you to bring him back to
answering that important question.
The SPEAKER: Order! I understand the point of order, but the Premier is answering the question.
Mr ANDREWS: I am more than happy to convey to the Prime Minister when next I speak with
him that the Leader of the Opposition does not support us mirroring our support package and aligning
as closely as we can our support package to the JobKeeper and JobSeeker arrangements. That is a
decision that we have made. I have not had the Prime Minister raise any concerns with the fact that
we have sought to make the most of historic levels of support from our government and his
government. The most important thing for every business in this state is to get these case numbers
down as low as we possibly can, as fast as we possibly can, and then begin the safe and steady opening
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up, not opening too much too quickly. We have got to defeat this second wave properly, and the
sacrifice and the pain and the hard work that every Victorian worker, every Victorian business, every
Victorian family and community have put into this has to count for something. It has to count for
something. And it would count for precisely nothing if some of the advice provided by the anything
but public health professionals opposite were followed.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:32): Premier, can you explain the
public health basis for why, under stage 4, two people are legally permitted to exercise at a local park,
but if one of those people is a personal trainer, they are breaking the law?
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! On both sides of the house. The Premier has been asked a question.
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:32): In the provision of public health advice, our
public—
A member interjected.
Mr ANDREWS: Oh, a sigh. A sigh from those opposite. You do not want public health advice
being—
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr ANDREWS: I know sadly the notion of science, the notion of following advice and having
actual epidemiological expertise drive your decision-making is a difficult concept for some. But—
A member interjected.
Mr ANDREWS: Well, the question has been asked and I am attempting to answer it. In the making
of those decisions, in the provision of that advice, many difficult judgements have to be made. This is
about not necessarily looking at each individual rule in isolation from the total package. The total
package takes into account—because no individual examination of one line in the chief health officer’s
orders can do this—the cumulative, the aggregate, the total impact of movement— (Time expired)
Ms McLeish: On a point of order, Speaker, in answering the substantive part of that question the
Premier referred to these being evidence-based decisions, and I am asking that he table that evidence
for the house.
The SPEAKER: I do not uphold the point of order.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (12:34): I rise to further update the house on governments at all levels’ response
to the global pandemic, particularly as it applies to the mental health, wellbeing and resilience of
Victorian communities. We knew going into the global pandemic that our mental health system was
not fit for purpose. That is why we are well down the path of a royal commission into Victoria’s mental
health system. But we know that the pandemic has placed enormous stress and strain on Victorians,
particularly when it comes to the issues of substantial increases in anxiety, isolation and depression,
and we have also seen it magnify existing mental health conditions right across the community.
That is why the Victorian government, in partnership with the New South Wales government, was
critical in delivering the national pandemic mental health plan that national cabinet endorsed. That is
why the Victorian government has itself expended over 200 million new dollars over the course of the
pandemic in the delivery of a combination of frontline support services and support for Victorians
doing it tough—most recently a $59.7 million package that sought to particularly emphasise to those
people in acute and subacute mental health supports to get the support they need in a better community
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setting. I want to particularly thank the federal Minister for Health, Greg Hunt, for coming in behind
that package with 15 adult mental health hubs now being rapidly delivered in cooperation with that
Victorian package to give us world-leading services. I want to encourage all Victorians to reach out
for the support and services that are there to get them through this difficult time.
Ms McLeish: On a point of order, Speaker, I request that you get on the tails of some tardy
ministers. I have outstanding questions on notice 2723, 2713 and 2728. The first is to the Minister for
Education, which is six weeks overdue. The second is to the Minister for Health, which is also six
weeks overdue. But very disappointingly—and probably the third time I have asked for this to be
chased up—the third is to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety, which is four and a half months
overdue.
The SPEAKER: I thank the member. We will follow those matters up.
Ms Sandell: I also have six or seven outstanding questions, and I have emailed through the numbers.
The SPEAKER: Thank you very much. We will follow through with those matters.
Bills
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (STATE OF EMERGENCY
EXTENSION AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2020
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Mr R SMITH (Warrandyte) (12:37): I rise to speak on this bill, a bill that the government
themselves have said is one of the most important bills that has ever come to this place, and I have to
agree with them on that. I want to start my contribution with a quote from renowned writer CS Lewis.
CS Lewis wrote:
Of all tyrannies, a tyranny sincerely exercised for the good of its victims may be the most oppressive. It may
be better to live under robber barons than under omnipotent moral busybodies. The robber baron’s cruelty
may sometimes sleep, his cupidity may at some point be satiated; but those who torment us for our own good
will torment us without end for they do so with the approval of their own conscience … To be ‘cured’ against
one’s will … is to be put on a level of those who have not yet reached the age of reason or those who never
will; to be classed with infants, imbeciles, and domestic animals.

I think that is a very apt quote because there is no doubt that the Premier rates himself very highly.
There is no doubt that he rates his point of view and his view of the world very highly, and I think he
takes a very paternalistic attitude towards the Victorian public in his pronouncements and his daily
press conferences. There is no doubt he firmly believes, no matter what anyone says, that he is doing
everything that he is doing for our own good. But I say to him—and I say ‘him’; I do not say ‘the
government’ because I do not see any indication that the rest of the government actually has any
responsibility for anything. If anyone was listening to the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
hearings, you would have seen minister after minister roll up to give testimony and deny any
knowledge of anything. In fact it is fair to say that many of them did not even understand what their
own responsibilities were, and it was also very clear that senior government officials, be they from the
various different departments that have been involved in the mishandling of this pandemic, did not
know on many occasions what minister they were even reporting to. We had testimony from Simon
Phemister, a secretary of a department, that certain issues were decided in a very particular meeting—
testimony from Mr Phemister, who was contradicted some days later by the emergency management
commissioner himself.
So how are we to believe and trust this government when their officials cannot even get their story
straight and when ministers cannot even tell us what they are responsible for? And that is essentially
what this bill is about. This bill is about trust. It is a bill that the Premier will tell us is for our own
good, but it is about trust. It is the government saying, ‘Trust us to handle this pandemic for a bit
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longer’—for a lot longer in some cases in fact. In fact the government wanted the trust given to them
by the Victorian public for another year. It has been truncated to six months, but six months is still an
extraordinary amount of time to give a government who has not proven itself capable of actually
managing the circumstances. Victorians gave this government their trust, and the government let them
down. Victorians trusted this government to keep them safe, and the government repaid them by
betraying them.
Victorians saw the hotel quarantine debacle unfold with the Premier denying that the Australian
Defence Force was ever offered—a statement that was demonstrably untrue. We have seen an inquiry
put in place because the Premier apparently was unable to even tell us which of his ministers was
responsible for the hotel quarantine fiasco. We had a government who—again, it has been reported
extensively—underfunded and under-resourced their own health department for many, many months
and made choices about their budget that starved money from the Department of Health and Human
Services, leaving us in the circumstances we are in today, where contact tracing is not up to scratch.
And again, despite the Premier getting up every day and telling us that contact tracing is all going
swimmingly, the fact of the matter is we see time and time again reports of where the follow-up from
DHHS is a significant number of days after it should be.
We have seen circumstances where health professionals are not receiving personal protective
equipment, and again the Premier seems to divorce himself from reality by insisting there are
warehouses full of this stuff. But of course none of it seems to be getting out to the health professionals,
because they continuously, day after day, tell us that they do not have the equipment they need. All
these issues have come together, in short, to give us this second wave that we are now experiencing.
And when this bill asks us to trust the government, I ask again: how can we trust them when the actions
of this government are at odds with the very act that the Premier, as health minister, brought in in 2008,
the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008, which this current bill seeks to amend? Let me read from
that principal act. Section 8, ‘Principle of accountability’, states:
(1) Persons who are engaged in the administration of this Act should as far as is practicable ensure that
decisions are transparent, systematic and appropriate.
(2) Members of the public should therefore be given—
(a) access to reliable information in appropriate forms to facilitate a good understanding of public
health issues …

I do not think you will find a Victorian at the moment who could say that the actions of the government
have been transparent. I do not think you could find any member of the public who would say that
they have been given access to reliable information.
Now, we hear the Premier speak about getting medical advice and the best scientific advice—none of
which is ever, ever made public. No member of the community, no member of the opposition, no
member of Parliament—no-one in fact—is ever given the option to look at this data, this advice that
is impacting on our lives in such a profound way. None of that information is given for us to make our
judgements on, but the Premier continues to say that his actions are guided by this particular data. And
if I can go forward with quoting from the principal act, section 9, ‘Principle of proportionality’, states:
Decisions made and actions taken in the administration of this Act—
…
(b) should not be made or taken in an arbitrary manner.

It is at direct odds with a clause being put forward in this bill which gives the chief health officer the
ability to make decisions if he feels that they are only reasonably necessary. Or may I say, a different
way of putting that would be when they are arbitrarily necessary. So how can we trust a government
who is telling us to trust them for another six months when they cannot even keep on the same course
or they cannot even keep within the parameters established by the principal act put forward, drafted,
introduced to this house back in 2008 by the man who is now Premier? And as we see Victorians
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expressing a larger and larger lack of confidence in the government, it is staggering that this
government are also, by introducing this bill, expressing their enormous lack of confidence in their
own ability to manage this pandemic.
This government is telling Victorians that it is going to take them another year to get things under
control. Now, we know that the government has tried to conflate the issue. I heard the Minister for
Health in the other place tell us that the opposition was apparently saying that we could go from the
current restrictions to zero restrictions. No-one is saying that. We are saying that the government
cannot be trusted because they have proven themselves unable to be trusted and we want to have a
little bit more oversight. And we cannot trust this government anymore when they have delivered more
deaths than the rest of Australia combined. They have delivered businesses on their knees;
unemployment well over the national average and forecast to be 13 per cent by Christmas; and mental
health issues which the Black Dog Institute say include 78 per cent of people reporting that their mental
health has worsened, 50 per cent feeling lonely and 80 per cent feeling uncertain about their future.
Other data has come out from the University of Sydney which has said very clearly that suicide rates
are forecast to grow by 13 per cent over the next five years—add another 10 per cent if you are in
regional Victoria—and horrifyingly for parents, teenagers are over-represented in those figures.
So by any measure that you take this government has failed to take control of the pandemic. In fact it
is demonstrable that their actions have actually made things much, much worse. And those opposite
congratulate the Premier for turning up every day to a press conference. You know what? We expect
more from our footy teams. We expect when they hit the field that they actually do something. Instead
we get this adoration of a Premier who simply turns up but does not take any responsibility for anything
that he has done wrong in the process.
So I say that Victorians cannot trust this government any further. I say Victorians cannot trust this
government to be given another six months. I say that the Parliament should be a decisive factor in
determining whether Victorians should endure a further lockdown, further restrictions and a further
burden on their already burdened lives. The Parliament, with the government’s advice—which would
be great if they made it public—should be making these calls. And we are not saying the restrictions
are not necessary. We are not saying the pandemic has got out of control because of the actions of
government, but we are saying the government has proven itself incapable of managing this pandemic
properly, and I do believe very firmly, based on the weight of emails that I have had, that the Victorian
public agree wholeheartedly with me.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (12:47): I rise to join the debate on the Public Health and Wellbeing
Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020. As has been made very
clear by previous speakers and by the Leader of the Opposition, we will be strongly opposing this bill
but strongly supporting the amendments that have been circulated by the Leader of the Opposition.
There is no doubt in my mind that Premier Andrews and his COVID cabinet have ambushed
Victorians with an outrageous demand to extend the state-of-emergency powers under this bill. It
started off that we would be under the state of emergency for six months until 13 September, and
then—can you believe it?—the Premier of this state wanted to extend those powers for another
12 months to mean that the state could have been in lockdown for 18 months. Now, I am not sure what
deal was done with the Greens or the Reason Party or Andy Meddick, but all of a sudden it went from
12 months to six months, so it will be interesting to see, when time comes through, what deals have
been made.
But can I tell you that the people of Rowville, the good constituents of Rowville, are absolutely
outraged about this proposal to extend the emergency powers by six months. And I remember quite
clearly that when Labor under Steve Bracks did the dirty on the Scoresby freeway we received a flood
of emails that we had been done over by the Labor government saying ‘It won’t be tolled’, and then
as soon as they got elected they said it would be tolled. But nothing compares to the amount of emails
and phone calls that we have received in my electorate office about the outrage of what is happening
with these emergency powers. And the only reason why the state-of-emergency powers have been
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enacted to the extent that they have been, including Victoria being placed—can you believe it?—under
stage 4, is clear: the mistakes, the blatant mistakes, of the Andrews Labor government.
Evidence has shown over the course of several inquiries, the Coates inquiry and the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee inquiry—and what an incredible job the Liberal and National MPs have
done on that PAEC, being able to grill the ministers and being able to grill the public servants—that it
does not matter what spin the government wants to put on it, the reality is that the second wave has
come from hotel quarantine. There is no doubt.
The Premier today during question time talked about evidence based, science based. Well, let me tell
you the genomic testing from the Doherty Institute has shown that the majority of cases in Victoria’s
second wave spread have come from hotel quarantine. Evidence at these inquiries has shown that,
based on the preference of Victoria Police, Emergency Management Victoria decided to use—can you
believe it?—private security guards at the hotel quarantines, with insufficient training and insufficient
protective clothing, all resulting in failures in infection control. They were not even trained to have
infection control. Evidence from a federal Senate inquiry has shown the Victorian government refused
multiple offers of Australian Defence Force assistance. I well remember the Leader of the Opposition,
the member for Malvern, making it very clear that when the ADF offer was put up he called for the
ADF to make sure that they were running and enforcing hotel quarantine. By contrast, if you look at
New South Wales and you look at Queensland, who accepted ADF assistance, they have managed
their cases in hotel quarantine without the spread into the wider community.
We have seen evidence of failures in contact tracing, which is crucial to stopping existing cases
spreading throughout the community. And what a dreadful case we heard during question time today,
where a mother had passed away and then the bureaucrats contacted the mother’s family a week after
she had died to follow up contact tracing. It is a shambolic mess which is the fault of the Andrews
Labor government. You see, there were still more than a thousand positive cases under investigation
last week, and there are still doubts that the government is effectively managing the necessary contact
tracing for diagnosed cases. I was listening to one of the Premier’s press conferences the other day,
and he said they are increasing the numbers in contact tracing—a fat lot of good that is if the system
is not working. Why is it that New South Wales and Queensland can get it so right over and over again
and we are in a shambolic mess?
We have made it very clear—and we are putting forward amendments that are being circulated—that
we want to achieve five key outcomes as a result of this bill, and we are hopeful that the government
will accept the amendments that are being circulated. But the first thing that we want is that the stateof-emergency powers may only be renewed on a month-by-month basis subject to parliamentary
approval in both chambers, and we think that is pretty fair. You have got extraordinary powers as an
executive government, but they should have oversight and they should be scrutinised on a monthly
basis by calling Parliament back for the checks and balances, and you would have thought any
democratic country in the world would be able to do that.
Secondly, we want the removal of clause 6 of the bill, which lowers the threshold for the chief health
officer to exercise the state-of-emergency powers—pretty straightforward. Thirdly, we want
confirmation that the right of Parliament to meet cannot be undermined by the state-of-emergency
directions. I still cannot understand why they have put this in, because the idea that a decision by a
public servant—an unelected public servant—can stop Parliament from sitting and argue for that for
one reason or another to me just does not make any sense. It just simply does not make any sense, and
that is a danger. I think we have only sat 20 days this year. I mean, for a vibrant democratic state like
Victoria that is totally unacceptable.
Fourthly, we want to remove the proposal for the current state-of-emergency powers to apply even
when there are no COVID-19 cases in Victoria. I guess that is one of the real concerns that you would
have. Why would you have these extraordinary powers if there are no cases of COVID-19? Why
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would you put that in the bill? Do you know why? Because the Premier wants the ability to lock down
the state—it may be for a whole heap of other reasons—and this bill will allow it.
Finally, we want to ensure any amendments to renew the state-of-emergency powers are only
applicable to COVID-19 pandemics. That is what we are saying. We are saying that if these powers
are going to be put in place, they can only be for a COVID-19 pandemic. It can only be for that reason
and for no other reason. Why would the Premier want these powers put in place if it is for reasons
other than COVID-19? That simply does not make any sense.
We talk about the economy. It is just absolutely devastating out in my area of Scoresby, Knoxfield,
Ferntree Gully and Rowville the number of those small business owners who have put their houses on
the line to keep their businesses going. I was talking to a fellow the other day who had to sell some
land at probably half the normal price just to keep enough capital in the business to keep moving along.
I heard of another business today, a hotel, where they are having to borrow tens of thousands of dollars
a week to pay for the rent and those other fixed costs.
I am not sure if the Premier does not understand that part of it. If you just lay off a whole heap of
workers, that is part of it, but you have still got the fixed costs—the rates, the fixed costs for the power,
the fixed cost for the water. You have still got land tax to be paid. There are lots of other fixed costs
that need to be dealt with, and that is what we are concerned about. How many small businesses are
going to open after this pandemic is over? And that is the real worry.
I am also really worried about the mental health issues and about those families that cannot connect—
the sons and the daughters not being able to come and see Mum and Dad because they are living more
than 5 kilometres away. I have real concerns about what is coming to this state and what is going to
happen as a result of this pandemic. That is why we are going to be strongly opposing the bill.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (12:57): We are not here because of luck. We are not here because
of chance. We are here because we have seen the worst policy failure that any government has had in
our state’s history, a botched hotel quarantine program and contact tracing that still sees our state using
pen and paper to contact and trace those people that have had COVID-19. This is an absolute disgrace.
While the other states are opening up and getting back to some kind of normality, we are in here today
looking at extending these powers for a state of emergency by initially, as the Premier would have
liked, 12 months, and now we are hearing by six months.
This is something that we all understand is something that none of us ever wanted. We know that we
are not going to go from stage 4 to zero overnight. We know we are going to need those powers
extended, and that is why the Liberal-Nationals have put up an alternate set of options today that give
us a month-by-month extension of these powers. They give us the ability for parliamentary review and
oversight that ultimately keeps the Premier honest and ensures that we do not have a Premier that has
let the power go to his head and get to a point where this state has made the worst decisions imaginable.
Lives have been lost, livelihoods have been lost thanks to this Premier and his government, and
ultimately the Premier and his gang of eight should be all held accountable for this failure. It is
something that we all know.
Zach, a Down syndrome child in my electorate, rings me every day and says, ‘When will we open?’.
Mendel, a 14-year-old boy failing in his exams—he has gone from 90 to 30—wants to know when he
can go back to school. We are in this mess because of the Premier that has allowed this mess to happen.
We understand we need to get through it, and we will. We need to work together, and we will, but we
cannot allow these state-of-emergency powers to be extended for the time period the Premier wants.
The SPEAKER: I will interrupt the member for Caulfield. This is the time set aside for the lunch
break. The member will have the call after the matter of public importance.
Sitting suspended 1.00 pm until 2.02 pm.
Business interrupted under resolution of house today.
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Matters of public importance
COVID-19
The SPEAKER (14:02): Order! I have accepted a statement from the member for Malvern
proposing the following matter of public importance for discussion:
That this house thanks all Victorians for the sacrifices they have made to contribute to bringing the COVID-19
pandemic under control, and expresses deep concern about important aspects of the Andrews Labor
government’s pandemic response, including:
(1) the poorly resourced public health team at the Department of Health and Human Services, which
has had a disastrous effect on Victoria’s contact-tracing system, including slow early COVID-19
testing and bungled testing blitzes;
(2) a bungled hotel quarantine program, including the inexplicable decision to use private security
guards instead of Australian Defence Force personnel in quarantine hotels;
(3) the mismanagement of the outbreak at Cedar Meats and other clusters;
(4) the knee-jerk North Melbourne public housing lockdown and lack of support for tenants confined
to their homes;
(5) large numbers of infections amongst healthcare workers; and
(6) mixed messaging for the public including on mass protests, social distancing rules, the need to selfisolate after getting a COVID-19 test and visits to maternity wards.

Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (14:03): Well, often in this chamber we
debate matters of public importance, but nothing could be more important than what this house, what
this state, faces today. What we face is not just a pandemic that has taken hundreds of lives, closed
down tens of thousands of businesses, cost hundreds of thousands of jobs and kept millions of
Victorians locked in their homes. What we are dealing with is the biggest public failure of
administration that this state has ever seen in its existence. No government has failed the way this
government has failed Victorians in its response to this pandemic.
In starting off speaking to this matter of public importance I would like to thank all of those Victorians
who have made sacrifices. Some have made sacrifices voluntarily. Some people have taken on extra
work to try and help others. There are the people who work those night shifts to keep our grocery
stores and supermarket shelves packed; the transport workers who work unsociable hours; the people
on the front line at our hospitals—our doctors, our nurses, our ambos, the orderlies; the personal care
attendants who go into aged-care homes, some of whom have come across tragic, tragic situations; the
mums and dads who are trying their best to homeschool in really difficult circumstances, many of
them trying to hold down full-time jobs while also supervising their kids, trying to juggle everything
and trying to make decisions and then balance their lives in a situation that they just should not be in.
All of those people deserve our thanks and our praise. To every Victorian who has followed the rules
the government has laid down to try to do the right thing, we say thank you. To every Victorian who
has given up, who has sacrificed connections with family, with friends, their own peace of mind, we
say thank you. To every Victorian who just wants to have a little bit of light at the end of the tunnel,
we say thank you and we say, ‘Stay with us’, because we will get through it.
While a lot of the discussion on this matter of public importance debate today will be about why
Victoria is in this situation, how we got here and the lessons that need to be learned and the
accountability that needs to be made for that, I do want to send the message that, Victoria, we are a
strong state. We are a resilient state. We have proven that time and time again. This is a challenge like
none of us have ever faced in our lives, but I have absolute confidence in the courage and the character
of the people of this state. I have absolute confidence that we will come through this. So I thank every
single Victorian who has made a sacrifice, who has taken one for the team, who has taken one for the
broader effort to get this virus under control. Those people have been let down in many ways by
aspects of how this government has responded, but that does not lessen their sacrifice and their effort—
and for that we should, and I do, praise them.
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Well, how did we get here? How did we get here, where Victoria alone is going through a second
wave of COVID-19—alone amongst the Australian states? How did we get here? Well, we go back
to the very early days of this virus—very early days, in fact back to 25 January. The Minister for
Health, Ms Mikakos, tweeted on 25 January 2020:
We have confirmed a case of the 2019 novel coronavirus in Victoria—the first in Australia. There is no need
for the community to be alarmed, our health system is well prepared to manage infectious diseases.

If only Twitter were reality. If only those hollow words of the health minister had any basis in fact,
because we know Victoria has been massively underprepared—massively underprepared. We can go
back to budget cuts that have been made by this government to public health teams. As the Age
reported, and I quote:
Victorian Chief Health Officer Brett Sutton’s team was so poorly funded that top bureaucrats warned the
Andrews government multiple times the state’s public health unit was the worst resourced in the country.

The warning to the government even claimed, quote:
… a doubling of current staff numbers would still see Victoria as the least resourced state in terms of staff
undertaking public health officer duties.

So before this pandemic ever entered our state we were behind the eight ball, because this government
made decisions that it did not care enough about public health to properly resource the public health
team, the worst resourced in the country. Even if you had doubled their resources they still would have
been the worst resourced. We have been playing catch-up as a state every day since, and this has
caused so many of our problems. This is where it starts: an arrogant minister blithely asserting that
Victorians have got no reason to worry, an under-resourced public health team and a state unprepared
for what was to come. We have seen time and time again this government respond to problems with
arrogance, with denial, with a failure to accept what is actually happening.
Look at the Cedar Meats cluster, one of the first clusters that this state had. Now, Cedar Meats had
close Labor Party associations with ministers and senior MPs and made a significant donation to the
Labor Party to help make the member for Mulgrave Premier. Well, they are entitled to do that. It is a
democracy. We understand that. But at the same time as the Minister for Health was naming and
shaming Melbourne general practitioners, naming and shaming doctors, who do nothing more than
try and make sick people well, was she naming and shaming Cedar Meats? No, she was not. She was
engaging in a cover-up racket covering up Cedar Meats. It took three weeks from the time of the first
Cedar Meats employee testing positive before the government would concede that there was a
problem. And even then it took a media leak to confirm the name of the company.
How many contractors, how many transport workers, how many food safety inspectors walked
through that Cedar Meats processing plant not knowing that it was the site of an outbreak because this
Labor government, this Labor minister, chose to cover it up? Did the fact that Cedar Meats was a big
supporter and donor for the Labor Party have anything to do with that? A lot of Victorians think that
it did. But whatever happened, there was a complete and utter failure, and that Cedar Meats cluster
spread and spread and spread. But in spite of all of this, what did the minister say?
Mr Walsh: It was perfectly handled.
Mr M O’BRIEN: No, Leader of The Nationals, it was not handled perfectly; it was handled
‘absolutely perfectly’. You are being far too kind to her, member for Murray Plains. It was handled
absolutely perfectly. Well, this is the level of arrogance, it is the level of denial and I was going to use
an unparliamentary term but it is the level of bluster—the other term did have B and S in it—that we
were getting from this minister time and time again, a minister who simply is not up to the job and is
only in the job because she is a factional ally of the Premier. She is hopeless, and Labor MPs know it
and the community knows it. The community absolutely knows it.
So we start off with an under-resourced public health team. We get a failure to deal with clusters such
as Cedar Meats. Now let us talk about hotel quarantine. When this pandemic first hit the world, we
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had no cases of it in Australia. We had no cases of it in Victoria. It was quite clear that for that virus
to come to this state we would have to import it, and that is why hotel quarantine for returned travellers
was always going to be such an important bulwark against this virus coming to this country and
coming to this state. And that is why, through the national cabinet process, all state, territory and
national leaders—first ministers—agreed that hotel quarantine was going to be the way in which we
stopped this disease getting to our country and spreading throughout our community.
The Premier was very proud—boastful, even—of the fact that he was the person who put hotel
quarantine on the agenda. Very keen to claim credit for hotel quarantine was our Premier. So we go
to the decision of the national cabinet on 27 March and, apart from noting that from that point onwards
returned travellers returning from overseas would need to go into at least 14 days of hotel quarantine—
and now remember the Premier sits as a member of the national cabinet; he cannot pretend he did not
know about this—the decision says:
These requirements—

that is, the hotel quarantine requirements—
… will be enforced by state and territory governments, with the support of the Australian Defence Force …

Enforced—we are not talking about planning, we are not talking about logistics, we are not talking
about driving a SkyBus between the airport and the hotels; we are talking about enforcement, because
this was always going to be necessary to make hotel quarantine work. Those guests were not
necessarily going to love the fact that they were being told, ‘You have to isolate. You have to be put
into quarantine for two weeks’. Enforcement was absolutely essential to making this whole thing work.
Now you might say, ‘Well, maybe the Premier didn’t read the decision that carefully. Maybe he was
playing on his phone or something when it was being discussed’. But no, because that very same day,
27 March, a statement from the Premier:
It has also been agreed that the Australian Defence Force will be engaged—

will be engaged—
to support the implementation of these arrangements.

So there is no argument. There is no question. The ADF was to be engaged for enforcement of hotel
quarantine. That was in the national cabinet decision that was admitted to and agreed to in the
Premier’s own statement. So what the hell happened? What the hell went wrong? Why did the ADF
never get engaged to enforce hotel quarantine? Why do we get a bunch of private security guards off
Gumtree to try and be the main line of defence to stop COVID-19 getting into our community—
because we had just about beaten it. We had gone through that first wave, and like a lot of other states
we had had some restrictions and it was tough at the start; it was unusual, but we had got there, until
this government botched hotel quarantine.
Stuff-ups happen sometimes. In life, and particularly in government, stuff-ups happen. Mistakes get
made and people do not realise it until it is too late. I will tell you what goes from a stuff-up to a
scandal. It is where you are told there is a problem, you are told it is not working and you choose to
do nothing about it. Well, we know that this government was told on the very first day of hotel
quarantine that it needed a 24/7 police presence. We know that because of the leaked emails—and,
gee, they are all leaking against each other now, aren’t they? They are all desperate to throw each other
under the bus. They all know what this has cost Victorians. We know the Department of Jobs, Precincts
and Regions sent an email saying. ‘We need 24/7 police presence’. We know the Australian Medical
Association wrote to the department of health within two weeks, saying, ‘This isn’t working’. We
know Victoria Police contacted health, saying, ‘This isn’t working’. And nothing happened—nothing.
Whether it was ideology, that they just did not want to see the army in; whether it was political optics,
‘We don’t want to look like we’re out of control or we’ve lost control of these things’; whether it was
some sort of misguided social sense that it is better to give people a job rather than using people who
are actually trained for the job, I do not know. All I know is what the hotel quarantine inquiry has
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shown, which is 99 per cent plus of our second wave is due to your failures in hotel quarantine. That
is what you have done.
Other speakers will talk about other aspects of this MPI, but I read something the other day which I
think does need to be read into the record, because it says so much. It is an article from Peter Hartcher
in the Age on the weekend, and it says this:
Who are the ministers in the relevant Victorian government posts now? The same ones who were there before
the outbreak—Mikakos, Pakula, Andrews.
There is a consistent syndrome here …
Everyone is sorry. No-one is responsible. Ministers preside over catastrophic failure … and mass death. And
keep their jobs. And their powers. And their privileges. It doesn’t matter how glaring the failures of their
departments, how many … die as a result. The dead go to their graves … ministers … back to their jobs.

Well, there must be a day of reckoning. There must be a day of reckoning for the hundreds of
completely avoidable deaths, the thousands of grieving relatives, the hundreds of thousands of people
who have lost their jobs and the millions of Victorians who have been subject to the worst and most
catastrophic failure of public administration in this state’s history.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (14:19): I am pleased to make a contribution in relation to the matter
of public importance (MPI) today brought forward by the opposition. In particular I think we should
start with some pretty sobering facts as we know them here, of course. There are some nearly
600 people who have died here in Victoria from COVID-19-related illnesses and some almost
20 000 now have been diagnosed in terms of COVID cases across the state. I suppose just to touch on
and draw some comparisons with what Barry Gittins had said in the June edition of Crosslight, some
time back, and I quote:
It started back in January as a bizarre overseas news story, initially dismissed by many of us as a health
bogeyman far from our shores.

He went on to say:
Industries were shut down by federal action, and schools were shut. Our population was sent to its room to
stem the infection rate, and senior citizens in particular were mothballed. The economy was put into a coma,
and millions of jobs were put on life support through the JobKeeper concept …

He went on to quote an interview with a former member of this place, former health minister Bronwyn
Pike. She was quoted as saying:
When we work with vulnerable people, we recognise there are unjust systems and structures … and we feel
compelled to try to influence public thinking and government policy. COVID-19 presents real opportunities
to re-litigate some issues that have been challenging, because governments can move and adapt very quickly
in crises …

Some examples of that of course, she went on to say:
Intractable problems can be solved very quickly in a crisis; consider the fact that we have seen a thousand
homeless people taken off the streets into temporary accommodation to assist the prevention of the spread of
COVID-19. People can and do rise to the occasion, and we can do amazing things as a community when we
need to …
We’ve learnt that we are more adaptable than we think we are. Our computer skills have increased 100 per
cent. We can communicate in adverse situations, and we can change our patterns of behaviour and work when
we need to.

A lot of what we need to be doing and a lot of what we have been called on by the community to
deliver for them is an opportunity to lift people up, to give them confidence, not to condemn them, to
inspire people rather than run them down and to find ways to make sure we continue to keep our
community safe. The way in which we have been able to do that, again which brings forward the
reasons for our debates and discussions in this place on legislation today, is a further reminder of the
accountability not only of the government but its agencies in coming back here before the Parliament
to make sure that there are opportunities to seek the approval of the Parliament for some of the very
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many onerous restraints and, I suppose, the permitted nature of activities that are underway across the
state at this time.
I saw also last night on 7.30 Josh Frydenberg, the Treasurer, and what he had to say, and I quote:
… everything we are doing is designed to get this health crisis under control …

I quote again:
… only when you get the virus under control, can you get the economic recovery.

Well, who would disagree with that? I do not believe that the Premier has said anything different to
Treasurer Frydenberg in relation to those matters. That exactly is the work that we are doing. But it is
hard to be doing that with one hand while the Morrison federal government with the other is taking
away and reducing the opportunities for financial support, particularly in the hardest hit state here in
Victoria, in relation to the financial supports of JobKeeper and its associated programs, as we have
seen just this past week in the federal Parliament, despite the very great need across Victoria for those
supports to continue. We have seen a determination from those in Canberra to roll back those very
needed and very appropriate supports to support people in our community.
The MPI makes some bland assessments and some outlandish claims in relation to resourcing of the
health system, but we do know that over $1.9 billion has been invested by our government in relation
to the coronavirus health preparedness response—making sure there are more ICU beds, making sure
there are more inpatient beds and that we buy more ventilators, equipment and PPE, our personal
protective equipment, as well as training for our healthcare workforce. We are making sure that all of
those elements that make up that health system, from your home to those acute health services, are
maintained and invested in. We have seen that through the past three months to June where paramedic
crews have responded to more than 17 300 potential coronavirus cases, some 191 a day. And of course
there are longer call-taking times to 000 services because of additional screening questions required
thanks to COVID-19 inquiries that are made to 000.
This is very different to the crisis that we went through—our ambulance crisis—under the previous
Baillieu-Napthine government. We are very well versed in those dramas and difficulties that the
community faced at that time. What we do need to know and acknowledge at this time is that the
continued investment in health services in this community, in our state, is what is going to make sure
not only that we can come through the COVID-19 pandemic supporting our health workers but that
those that succumb to the virus and fall ill can be supported.
There have been a range of other really important initiatives on the ground that have provided
opportunities to people in our community. I just wanted to acknowledge some of that work in my own
electorate, particularly Himilo Community Connect and the testing services that they have provided
to African community representatives and families across West Heidelberg, many of whom have been
struck down by the virus and many who are grieving at this time in relation to those who have suffered.
There is a range of very significant work that has come to pass because of people’s willingness to put
themselves forward, to volunteer, to commit their efforts and to put their health on the line in the
support of others. We saw that also in relation to the towers in the city across metropolitan Melbourne,
where services and people in my community, particularly in the African community, committed
themselves in food drives and in services to local residents and public housing tenants in the city, to
make sure that they received the services that they needed and to make sure that they were able to
provide a level of comfort to them in very extraordinary circumstances.
These things can always in hindsight be done better, but certainly to have the wherewithal and the
commitment of others in the community across Melbourne has been crucial to supporting many of
those residents. I have had the opportunity, over many years doorknocking in those towers when I
worked for a previous member for Melbourne, of getting to know and work with many of those
communities. I understand very clearly the great need for those people to make sure they not only have
strong advocates but, out of the pandemic, that there are greater opportunities to shine a light and bring
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greater justice to their circumstances and make sure that we can do better for them in the years ahead
and learn from much of what has come from the crisis and the way in which we needed to deal with
those issues at the time, providing greater opportunities for them into the future in the way in which
government will need to respond.
In rural and regional Victoria: at Baxter House at the old Geelong Private Hospital some 50 new beds
and consulting rooms and a new acute respiratory assessment clinic have been established; there are
some 45 additional beds at Bendigo Hospital—a dedicated respiratory ward now in operation there;
and at Shepparton hospital there is accelerated construction of new inpatient towers comprising some
88 beds. These are other very important initiatives that are now being invested in and brought online
quickly to support our regional communities.
The member for Gippsland East earlier in his contribution on legislation touched on the fact that people
in East Gippsland are now in their second state of emergency in 2020. We should reflect on and
understand very clearly the very significant stresses and strains on communities in regional Victoria.
In some instances we may take the view that perhaps through good management, discipline, good
fortune and hard work they have not had to bear the COVID case numbers that we have seen in
metropolitan Melbourne, but certainly there are some very significant economic effects that they are
suffering from. Also there are the cases that we are being vigilant to make sure that we address in
regional Victoria.
I think that goes further to the work that I am pleased to be doing for the Minister for Health in relation
to our regional roundtables with hospital CEOs and board chairs. That work is continuing every day
to provide some greater connection and engagement with them and the government in the coming
weeks as we work through those rural and regional health services and of course in many settings in
rural and regional Victoria public aged-care services that provide critical support for families and
senior citizens in our regional communities. I look forward to that ongoing engagement with them, not
only on the processes and projects we have in place, whether that is at Colac Area Health or on our
border issues up in Albury-Wodonga, but making sure that their voice is heard, that we are acting on
their concerns and making sure that we can cut through what are some very stringent and difficult
times for people in both a government regulatory sense and the way in which we need to deal with
many of the issues that we face at this time.
Can I say also that some of the statistical claims from those opposite that relate to per capita funding—
when you are trying to make comparisons between large states in terms of landmass and Victoria—
really do not bear a great level of scrutiny and consideration. What we do need to be focused on is the
continued work that we are doing to provide a level of leadership and discipline in the community,
and thank those who continue to make sacrifices personally in their communities and in their families
and in their homes to make sure that we abide by the rules and commitments that we have in place
that are seeing numbers come down overall in Victoria in recent weeks.
What we will see through that in relation to the Premier’s commitment to make further arrangements
for Victorians on the weekend is an opportunity to start to acknowledge the benefits of the
commitments and the sacrifices that Victorians have made. No-one wants to be in the circumstances
in which we find ourselves any longer than we have to be. Nobody wants to see us having to deal with
these issues, with the uncertainty for families, the uncertainty for businesses and the uncertainty for
those who are homeschooling and feeling anxious about the future of their children.
I know in my own community the very significant work being done in aged-care services to provide
opportunities for families to be able to reconnect, to make ways for families to be able to get the
supports that they need. What do people want to hear about? They want to hear about what the
opportunities are for them to see their parents. They want to know what the opportunities will be for
them to get back to work. They want to know what opportunities there are for them to host and have
customers and provide retail services in their local shopping strips. They want to know when they will
be able to send their kids back to school. They want to know what other opportunities will be available
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to them to understand and see how the sacrifices that they are making on a daily basis will provide an
opportunity to emerge from the worldwide pandemic of COVID-19 with particular opportunities for
people to make a greater contribution than they have already made with their sacrifices, given the
many restrictions that we have in place, and the opportunity to start to roll that back but to do so in a
way that means we do not come back to these circumstances and these onerous demands that have
been placed on the community at this time.
Everyone in large part understands those stresses and strains and understands the work that we are
doing. I see that in my community every day. We see that in the phone calls and the emails that we get
from people in the community every day. I want to thank my electorate office team. I want to thank
others in this place who are working from home but also working from their offices to provide
leadership and support, not only within their own family context but with people in the community
who are in dire need and distress and have great angst about how they can make sure they get the
support they need. Each and every query is different. Each and every circumstance is very, very
different, and that just goes to the diversity and the range of different challenges that people face across
our community.
I know that people are working extremely hard in everything they do, not just our health workers and
not just those medical researchers who are doing all they can to provide a vaccine, with the
contributions that are being made not only here but right across the country and internationally. What
is also important is just the day-to-day sacrifices and contributions that people are making, whether
that is taking your neighbour’s kids, with the appropriate arrangements, to ride their bikes and get out
to the park; whether that is being able to run errands and check in on people; or whether that is buying
that takeaway coffee down the street and supporting local businesses. Everything that people are
doing, mindful of their public health obligations, is also about supporting one another.
I am very confident that we are going to see Victoria emerge from this crisis, taking account of the
appropriate health requirements that we are going to need to meet and oblige each other to live with
for some time yet. But where there is hope and where there are discipline and support for one another,
we will emerge from this crisis, and I think that remains the abiding focus of the government and the
Victorian community.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (14:34): I rise to make a contribution on the matter of public
importance on behalf of the member for Malvern:
That this house thanks all Victorians for the sacrifices they have made to contribute to bringing the COVID19 pandemic under control …

I do not think we will ever know the extent of the sacrifices that Victorians have made as individuals
and as families. Think of the number of lives that have been lost because of the failure of hotel
quarantine and the failure of contact tracing by this government, all those families that have been
impacted. I have done a number of Zoom funerals for close family friends, and it is just soul destroying
to see someone’s life being celebrated by 10 people sitting in a funeral parlour and everyone else on
Zoom. The sacrifices of those families who have lost loved ones because of the failures of this
government—we will never ever be able to repay those sacrifices.
For all those school students who are really struggling with their studying from home, whose
education, whose higher education opportunities in the future, whose career opportunities have been
effectively destroyed by this government’s failure on hotel quarantine and contact tracing—yes, we
had the first lockdown, and I think people did the best they could, but it has been absolutely soul
destroying to go through that again. And it is all because of the failures of the Andrews government
and particularly the COVID Eight—the COVID Eight that have made all these decisions that have led
to all the problems we have at the moment with the lockdown.
For all those people who have lost their jobs—and it will take years to get those jobs back—those
people will take years to recover financially. For all those who have cashed in some of their
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superannuation, it will take a long time to build those superannuation balances back up again. They
have made sacrifices, and it has all been all for naught because the Andrews government stuffed up
hotel quarantine and contact tracing.
All those people who are suffering from mental health issues because of the lockdown—it would be
absolutely horrible to be in Melbourne in a small unit and only be allowed out for one hour per day,
and if you are a single person with no family close by, you effectively cannot talk to anyone. What
sort of state do we live in, what sort of country do we live in, when we have got a democracy that is
actually taking away people’s rights all the time? It is because of the failures of the Andrews
government that this is all happening.
And when it comes to the mismanagement of the clusters, the Leader of the Opposition, the member
for Malvern, talked about Cedar Meats. For the fact that the minister could actually say that she felt
the Cedar Meats cluster had been managed absolutely perfectly and the virus must have gotten a taxi
to get there because there was no way knowing they could actually trace how it got there, the fact that
the minister would say it was absolutely handled perfectly, she should be sacked. The Premier should
sack the Minister for Health.
The loss of life, the loss of family jobs, the loss of family income, the loss of family superannuation,
the mental health and the stress that everyone has gone through in Victoria because of this second
wave are down to the COVID Eight and particularly down to the Minister for Health, the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, the Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions:
COVID-19 and the Premier. Everyone is pointing at everyone else: ‘Not our fault, not our fault; it’s
someone else’s, it’s a bureaucrat, it’s a meeting’—it is this, it is that. Under our system of government
a minister has to be held accountable for these failings and there have to be heads rolling, otherwise it
is all for naught, and it has to come out of those ministers that I have just mentioned.
It is absolutely shambolic what has happened in this state. If you think about the other clusters, you
think about the Australian Lamb Company in Colac. It was actually the member for Polwarth; it was
actually the community health service. No-one even saw DHHS down there. They did not do anything
to help Colac. It was actually the community, the member for Polwarth as the local member, the shire
and the health service that actually did the contact tracing, actually closed the town down and made
sure that outbreak did not get worse than it did.
A member interjected.
Mr WALSH: Orbost and Marlo. How could someone who had been tested be allowed to travel
down to Orbost and to Marlo to potentially infect that community after they had been tested? That is
just a symptom of what has gone on here in Victoria. It is absolutely shambolic, no other way you
could have it.
The whole issue of the rushed lockdown of the towers in North Melbourne: the chief health officer
during his press conference said, ‘This is shock and awe, this might actually do something’. A chief
health officer should not be a movie star, should not be looking for the grabs on the nightly news. To
talk about shock and awe as a senior person who has so much power in this state I just think is
absolutely disgusting.
The Premier says that all these decisions are based on health advice. We all know how farmers markets
work in our neighbourhoods. I have got a number of farmers markets in my electorate. A lot of
people—a lot of smaller producers—actually sell all their produce through farmers markets. That is
how they actually interact with their buying public. Farmers markets were told at 8.30 on a Friday
night that farmers markets were closed on health advice. Remember the Premier says that it is all about
the health advice; it is not one line in the health advice, it is actually a quantum of the whole. So at
8.30 on a Friday night: ‘Farmers markets are closed’. All those people who had produce ready—they
would have had their utes loaded, they would have been all set to go to farmers markets—and those
that go to farmers markets to buy would have been anticipating going to a farmers market to buy their
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fresh produce, to buy meat, to buy whatever they going to buy, and at 8.30 on a Friday night they are
told there are no farmers markets. A lot of hue and cry, quite rightly so. A lot of social media. At 9.05
farmers markets are back on—35 minutes and you have got a total reversal of the health advice about
a particular issue.
Why does anyone believe the Premier? Why does anyone even believe the chief health officer
anymore, when you can change your advice 180 degrees in 35 minutes? It is an absolute shambolic
mess how they go about it. A chief health officer has a lot of power, should be absolutely factual in
everything they say, should not be on social media putting out thought bubbles and should be putting
the facts out there so people can actually know what they are doing in their life. The farmers markets
debacle was just a symptom of what was going on with the management of COVID in this state.
With some apologies to Lutheran pastor Martin Niemöller, I would like to put in the 2020 version of
his prose. First they came for the CFA volunteers, but not enough spoke up because they were not
members of the United Firefighters Union. Then they came for the native timber industry, but not
enough spoke up because they did not work in the native timber industry. Then they came for the
hunters who wanted to buy ammunition, but not enough spoke up because they were not hunters. Then
they came for the rights of every Victorian, but not enough spoke up. If they had, the Premier would
have had them arrested for speaking out like he did the woman in Ballarat last night. That is
Victoria 2020 under Premier Andrews, and that is the way people think about this Premier. That is the
way they think about what is happening in this state at the moment—that Victorians’ rights are being
constantly stripped away, the mixed messaging, the fact that it was all right to have a Black Lives
Matter rally—
A member: Double standards.
Mr WALSH: Double standards. No-one in the government said anything about that. The police
did not do anything about that, but a woman in Ballarat puts up a Facebook post and she is
handcuffed—a pregnant woman—in front of her young children and her husband and taken out.
Where are the standards in this state when you can have 10 000 people march and nothing is done and
one woman puts up a Facebook post and she is arrested? It is absolutely appalling. That is what is
happening in this state under this Premier. People feel that their rights and their privileges as members
of Australian and Victorian society are being stripped away, and that is at the core of the debate around
the extension of the emergency powers.
The Premier has not given any explanation about why we are where we are and about who is actually
responsible. With responsibility comes accountability, and there is just no accountability with this
government, with this Premier, with these ministers or with the COVID Eight in this state. As the
Leader of the Opposition said in his contribution, tragically those that lose their lives go to their grave,
their families mourn, but the ministers go back to their jobs, back to their salaries, back to their
privileges. The world moves on, and they think people will forget. Victorians will not forget. They are
angry, they are bitter and they will remember that this Premier has driven this state into a recession
and one of the worst situations we have ever found ourselves in.
Ms WARD (Eltham) (14:44): I think, first of all, it needs to be clear that when you start including
references to Nazism you have already recognised that you have lost the debate. The prose that was
paraphrased by the previous member, by German Lutheran pastor Martin Niemöller, was in response
to Nazism at the end of the war. I think to equate what is happening now with Nazism is very, very,
very foolish and actually disrespectful.
I recognise that the pandemic is a challenge to those who philosophically believe in a small
government, who think that the individual should support and provide for themselves, who think the
market will always find a way through. I understand that it is hard. And I feel for the challenges they
face in recognising that in a pandemic you need a government, you need a good government and you
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need a government like the one we have here in Victoria. You need a government like the one led by
Premier Andrews.
Now, the member for Murray Plains spoke about funerals. Speaker, I will talk to you about a funeral—
a funeral that was held in your electorate for a resident in your electorate, my mother-in-law. My
mother-in-law battled motor neurone disease for 20 years, and she lost her battle with motor neurone
disease in June. We had the funeral at St Mary’s in Greensborough. We were not able to have a wake.
We were not able to do a lot of things—my partner is one of seven children. It was a very difficult
time. It was a very difficult time trying to get access to the hospital. We were all fortunate enough to
be able to say goodbye to her, but it was hard. So I think it is quite shallow for the member for Murray
Plains to think that none of us understand the suffering that is going on in this state, because we are
living it ourselves. We are living it ourselves. We are also finding things hard. I also have a year 12
student at school this year—which the member for Murray Plains also talked about. Year 12 students
are finding this year hard, but they are reaching it. They are reaching it, and they are doing the best
they can. And the teachers who support them are doing an incredible job, and I acknowledge their
work and I thank them.
But as I said, I do understand that recognising that you need government, that you really need
government in times of a pandemic, is hard for some—but it is not hard for the state of Victoria.
Victoria knows what this government is doing. Victoria knows the work that this government is putting
in. Victoria knows the support that this government is giving. And I thank the minister who is here at
the table today, the Minister for Mental Health, for the amazing work he is doing in mental health. I
thank him for the far-reaching policies that he and his team have put into place to support Victorians
as much as they can, and I thank him for making this such an honest part of our conversation in the
way we talk through and around this pandemic—the fact that we can talk about the mental health
effects of this pandemic in such a forthright and honest way.
I also want to thank so many people in my community who are following the chief health officer’s
advice and who are respecting what we need to do to get us through this pandemic. I want to thank
Katherine and Tom on Bible Street, who every morning put out a fantastic display of bears and flowers
and other things on a seat, sitting there for people to see as they go past. I want to thank all the
Spoonvilles that have popped up in my community, brightening up everyone’s day as they walk
around. I want to thank Natalie Duffy for her initiative with her giving tree, where she is connecting
school students with those in aged care and helping them exchange messages and helping them feel
connected and a sense of belonging.
I want to thank cafes like Platform 3095, who have joined with locals to create care packs for heroes
in our community, to which locals can donate. I want to thank Montmorency Boomerang Bags, who
have been making masks for asylum seekers. I want to thank Hayden’s Helping Hands—young
students Hayden and Stephanie—who are doing terrific work helping those experiencing
disadvantage. I want to thank Diamond Valley Community Support, Speaker, and I know that you
also share with me your gratitude for the work that they are doing in our community. I also thank our
local St Vincent de Paul conferences, who are continuing to drive around my community delivering
care packs whenever they are needed. I thank those who are creating a scarecrow trail, also adding to
the excitement of our daily walks at the new things we can see. I thank them all for the sense of
community connection that they are developing in my community.
I thank local neighbourhood houses like Greenhills Neighbourhood House, who are supporting and
building community; the wonderful grade 6 students Harriet and Bianca at Research Primary School,
who are doing online ukulele lessons every Thursday for those kids in their school, just adding a bit
of fun. It was their initiative; a fantastic idea. I thank the childcare workers who are working harder
than ever before, caring, educating, cleaning surfaces and keeping themselves and those they care for
safe. I wish—I really do wish—that the federal government would give them the JobKeeper payment
that they deserve. These people, predominantly women, are working incredibly hard, and it is
absolutely terrible that this payment has been taken from them. I thank healthcare workers, those who
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are working in circumstances they could never have predicted in their wildest dreams. I thank their
families for their support that I know they are giving to them.
I thank the hospitality industry, who are not only keeping the state well caffeinated but also helping
our community keep connected through takeaway, through their deliveries, their smiling faces and
their delicious food. I thank cleaners, delivery drivers and supermarket staff for their hard work. I thank
everyone in my community who has shown leadership, who has followed the recommendations by
the chief health officer and who is keeping our community safe—those people who are not buying
into the misinformation that is put out on social media and sometimes in our daily papers.
I do not know how many here heard the father speaking on 774 this morning who referred to the
Herald Sun, in his words, with their sometimes creative writing around this pandemic and how it is
being described, how they are talking about it and actually making people afraid of things that they do
not need to be, how they are actually contributing to the mental health stresses that people are feeling.
This includes comments in some of those social media posts that I have to say those opposite
sometimes flirt dangerously close to, those Facebook and other social media posts, which talk about
and refer to the kind of language that the member for Murray Plains included in his speech when he
referred to prose around Nazism. We do not live in a fascist state. We do not live in a dictatorship. We
live in a state that is experiencing a pandemic, as is the rest of the world.
We have leadership in this state which is doing everything it can to keep us safe, and it is making
decisions based on science and based on the health advice that is given to us. It is the science and the
health advice that we must follow. It is not for us to be governed by politics, it is for us to be governed
by health advice, in a pandemic. Now is not the time to play games with politics. Now is not the time
to play games with people’s health. Now is the time to work as a community and to continue working
hard to keep us all safe and stamp out this virus. And that can only happen with cooperation. It can
only happen with collaboration. But it can also only happen if we listen to the advice that we are
given—that we do not look for political opportunity, that we do not look for pot shots, that we do not
look for bats in the belfries of Kew, to get out there and say all sorts of outrageous things that only
hurt people and do not actually contribute to keeping them safe.
So I want to thank the Minister for Health for the work that she is doing. I want to thank the Department
of Health and Human Services for the work that they are doing. I thank the chief health officer, I thank
the Premier, I thank the cabinet—I thank everybody who is working so incredibly hard to make the
decisions based on science, based on the health advice that will keep our state healthy. It is only a
healthy state that can be opened and have the economic opportunity that we know that this state can
create. If we do not have a healthy state, if we do not have our health, we will not have an economy.
This is exactly what has happened in countries like Sweden, and it is a similar occurrence that is
happening now in South Korea as they experience their own second wave. This is a shocking virus,
this is a very contagious virus, and this is a virus that is incredibly hard to contain. I commend this
government for the extraordinary work it is doing in attempting to contain it.
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (14:54): I rise to support the member for Malvern’s matter of public
importance, which highlights two elements of the current pandemic. One is the sacrifices that people
have made, and the other element is the mismanagement that has occurred. I am going to start first of
all with the sacrifices. It has been difficult for all of us and everyone is experiencing it in different
ways, but there is no doubt it is extremely tough. There is a virus, and it is a nasty virus—and yes, it
has also been mismanaged. And if you listen to speakers on the other side like the member for Eltham
just now, you would think that it is actually being managed very well and life is a little bit rosier than
perhaps it really is.
Now, we have all needed to change our lives and our lifestyle for a period longer than we initially
expected, and so many people have had to work hard through this difficult time. For some who are not
working—they have lost their jobs—that is exceptionally difficult, and they are making different types
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of sacrifices. But then there are those on the front line—the police, the emergency services, our
healthcare workers—that are all doing so much on that front line.
Victorians in the metropolitan area were all subject to various restrictions, but stage 4 has been in place
in that metropolitan area for about six weeks and it looks as though it will be another couple of weeks,
so it is a couple of months. That is a lot longer than people were expecting.
For country Victoria things have been relatively COVID-free for some time. I know that at Easter
people were exceptionally worried about cross-infection, and they still are because they see a lot of
the things that the government have put in place have not quite worked. There has been a sieve around
the city rather than a hard border, and people have been very easily able to move between one and two
without being checked. Certainly with V/Line, for example, for a long time people were able to move
far too freely. And they are extremely worried at the same time that the longer people stay away the
more regional tourism suffers, and when that bounce comes we need those businesses to thrive.
Now, families have struggled a lot. Families with schoolchildren have struggled. Homeschooling—
learning remotely—was novel last term. People thought it was a bit different, thought it was a little bit
exciting. They thought, ‘Great, it’s going to end’. They were over it well and truly by the time it ended,
and then it started again. That was a real kick for so many people, not just for families and students
but I know for teachers as well, who had absolutely done so much to extend themselves and be
creative. Some of them were working at home and delivering from home while they were managing
their own schoolchildren, and that cannot have been easy.
We had other people who were struggling with that remote learning because they were trying to juggle
full-time jobs—not everyone was, but some people were. The impact on families is absolutely clear.
We see people absolutely pushed to the limit at the moment. Students have lost the best part of a year.
For young children, particularly for young children where that brain development is so important in
those early years when they need that stimulation, their brains are going to develop without that
stimulation, and there is a real possibility of loss there.
Members may have seen yesterday that the member for Malvern, the Leader of the Opposition,
announced as part of our road to recovery that school really needs to commence at the start of term 4.
I certainly endorse those comments, and I think those comments are endorsed by quite a number of
people because there are very angry and distressed families out there. Some parents launched a petition
on change.org—‘Help us get Victorian school children back in the classroom’—and earlier today there
were some 6200 signatures to that. These parents are desperate for their kids to return to school. They
want school open at the start of term 4. They want to be involved in decisions about their children’s
education and about closures. They want transparency in the decision-making process and for the risks
to be considered and balanced and not just be influenced by political agendas. They say schools are
the first to close and the last to open. They have been somewhat critical of the online education because
it has been very difficult to have all kids engaged. I have had grandparents calling the office today
saying how worried they are about these restrictions, how they are going to affect their children and
their grandchildren.
On today’s data there are 28 local government areas with no COVID cases and 11 areas with less than
three cases. There are 17 cases between those 11 areas. If you look at it, that is 17 cases between
39 local government areas. I do not see why we could not commence school in those areas sooner
rather than later, because we know country students are already disadvantaged. This has been well
documented and canvassed, to the point that the minister actually had to look into it. No sooner was a
report handed down about the disadvantage in country areas than he moved to close all schools, even
those in areas where they had no COVID cases, because he wanted to level the playing field. People
in the country just did not think that cut the mustard.
Six out of the 10 poorest performing secondary schools, based on median study score last year, are
based in rural and regional Victoria. To date between those schools’ postcodes there have been three
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active cases in total—three active cases in total in the areas where those schools are. This is an area
that really needs to be looked at closely.
The agriculture sector are very concerned that they are being treated unfairly through this. The current
levels of restrictions are too harsh for the rural industries, and the growing season is underway. Others
have said permitting agriculture, farming and horticulture with COVID-safe work practices must
continue, and they are saying that even though they are in a local government area under stage 4, such
as in the Yarra Ranges, there are lots and lots of rural areas there that practise farming and horticulture.
Now, we need to remember why we are here. Why are we in the situation we are? Because we have
had this virus, one that we had not seen before, and there has been no immunity, nor is there a vaccine.
Now, I think we should all have been better prepared for this. The departments all had an influenza
pandemic plan that you would have thought could have been adapted, and I am not sure how well they
were adapted. But when we had the first case in January, the Minister for Health told us all was fine:
‘There is no need for the community to be alarmed, our health system is well prepared to manage
infectious diseases’. But it was not fine. We have heard of the funding—the low levels of funding saw
us the least resourced in the country—and then it was not long before that same health minister was
lamenting how unlucky she was: ‘I have been unlucky enough to land a one-in-100-year global
pandemic during my time as health minister’. So one minute it was all rosy—we could do it—and
then she is ‘unlucky’. Now, you do not see Greg Hunt, the federal Minister for Health, saying those
same things. He has rolled his sleeves up and really looked at making a positive contribution.
Now, the government has all but failed in the implementation. This was always going to be their
downfall. Managing a crisis is not like managing a union rally; it takes a little bit more than that. So
we need that expertise there. With that crisis cabinet, we see that the Premier has pushed a lot of his
ministers to the side, and certainly his backbenchers, and said, ‘We have got our little group of eight’,
that ‘we know what we are doing, and we can manage it’. Now, that has not been the case.
We have seen the Cedar Meats cluster. That outbreak—it was spoken of as being handled perfectly.
Goodness. Then we had so many contact-tracing disasters. The Department of Health and Human
Services lost control very, very quickly. They were using archaic systems—no expertise in contact
tracing there. They botched case after case. A GP sent a list of positive cases in with names and phone
numbers. Eight days later he was contacted to ask for the phone numbers of those people. Somehow,
they got separated. Eight days later! People have been contacted after they have died. People have
been contacted after they have been given the all clear. Organisations have had to take it on themselves.
The Colac cluster is a perfect example. It was a great job by the community. It was a great job by the
member for Polwarth, and it was just as well, because if they had not acted when they did and how
they did, it could have been a whole lot worse. The schools and childcare centres were left in the dark.
They did not know what to do. ‘Do we open, or do we shut? Who do we tell?’ One school was advised,
‘Do not tell anyone at the moment’, and they thought, ‘Well, we cannot do that’—the teachers nearly
went ballistic—so they did tell people. But they did not know if they were the ones who had to do the
telling. They did not know if they were the ones who had to initiate the contact tracing. They could
not find out whether they could access school to get the teachers’ books or the students’ books while
they were closed.
We have had some 240 schools closed for various periods with the disruption. Al-Taqwa College, now,
has been closed for nearly two months. This is extremely concerning for this school—2000 students—
and I think they felt very hard done by, because that whole cluster has been branded with the name of
the school; whereas, you know, the 210 people were not all directly at the school. We are not sure
whether the cleaners have been a source of transmission, because we have moved to a new method of
cleaning contracts—a new unionised method of cleaning contracts—that has seen people go between
schools. And schools, I know, are very worried about that. Let alone the hotel quarantine—the disaster
on disaster—that others have prosecuted. This has been appalling management.
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Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (15:04): I am pleased to have the opportunity this afternoon to speak on
the matter of public importance (MPI) moved by the member for Malvern. And I certainly have to
say, I am not sure why, but I did expect better from the member for Malvern and from those opposite.
Acting Speaker, as you so well know, and members on this side of the house know and understand,
this debate is, by its very nature, by its very name, a matter of public importance.
What could be more important than fighting and beating this global pandemic, this mammoth, this
behemoth if you like, of a health event that has reshaped not just our state and our nation but nations
right across the world? It seems and it appears that those opposite under the leadership, under the
stewardship, of the member for Malvern are not as interested in defeating this pandemic, which is the
actual matter of public importance, as they are in playing politics and running what can be best
described as an inconsistent commentary on what has occurred in Victoria.
Let me be really clear from the outset. We on this side of the house do understand the devastation, the
destruction and the pain that has been caused not just in this state but in other states and right across
the world. There have been lives that have been lost, there have been families that have been hurt, jobs
that are gone, birthdays missed, celebrations not had and smiles that never rose. The pandemic, by its
very nature, is cruel and unrelenting, but unlike us it does not have the ability to problem-solve. It only
has the ability to transmit, to move within our community, amongst our community very, very quickly.
We, on the other hand, have the ability to problem-solve, and that is why a whole range of protective
health measures, a whole range of measures that are based on science and that are based on evidence
and research are working to drive those case numbers down and to do what we all want to do, and that
is defeat this global pandemic.
I do note and I do want to put on the record that there is inconsistent commentary from those on the
other side. We have seen I think over the past six months—I am certainly not going to spend my entire
contribution speaking about those opposite—a very inconsistent commentary, an oscillation of
position somewhere between ‘We’re all in this together. We’re right behind you. Democracy’s at
stake, it’s the state that matters’ and ‘Well, this is just a complete and utter shambles’. And as I
mentioned earlier in my contribution, there is no consistency. Maybe that is reflective of what is
happening internally; who would know?
But we on this side of the house, our focus each and every day, as challenging as it has been, has been
what I guess the focus of all members, of all people that come to this place should be, and that is on
supporting our local communities. We should be looking after people who are absolutely feeling pain
and are absolutely doing it tough from a mental health perspective, from a jobs perspective, with
families, with education, right across a whole range of industries. There is nothing that this does not
touch. But what we have seen is a flip-flopping, inconsistent approach.
Acting Speaker McGuire, as you so well know, what this state needs is a government that believes in
science, a government that trusts experts and a government that is committed to being bigger than
personalities in this place, bigger than cheap political points, because this is literally a life and death
matter and the fight of our lives. It is a long fight; it is a tough fight. People are exhausted, they are
tired, they are angry and they are frustrated, and we understand that, and all members, I am sure,
understand that to some degree. But what is important is that we prevail, and we will prevail. For over
half a year, six months, we have understood the worry and angst that has been within our community—
families, loved ones, their jobs, those within those communities right across the state. Whether you
live in country Victoria, whether you live in Sunbury where I do or whether you live in the city, this
has gone far and wide.
No-one ever said that pandemics were easy. Nobody ever said that they are clear cut and that they are
simply managed. Nobody ever said that. And what we see from those opposite, coming into this place
and sort of oscillating between these positions, is extraordinary. What we need in the current set of
circumstances is not opportunism but leadership. Commentary is easy and leadership is tough. Sitting
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back and taking pot shots is simple, but sitting in a room and making the decisions that actually matter
is a lot more challenging.
I do assure you, Acting Speaker, and I am sure all members would agree, that the work within local
communities has been absolutely extraordinary, whether they are volunteer groups, whether they are
local emergency services groups. I just want to take the opportunity, as other members have done, to
thank those community groups for the work that they have done and will continue to do.
I do want to pick up on one of the points in the MPI that relates to the public housing tower lockdown
as ‘knee jerk’. It is probably a classic example of where I think the inconsistent commentary comes
through. On one hand those opposite may criticise us for moving too slowly and to the opposite they
move to say, ‘Well, things were done in a kneejerk reaction and they were done too fast’. Were they
perfect? No. Nobody is saying they were perfect. But what needed to happen and what did happen
was a series of safeguards that were put in place to make sure those residents in those communities,
some of the most vulnerable residents, were supported and were looked after. And there is no more
important way to look after someone than to keep them from getting what is a cruel and deadly virus.
I do want to take the opportunity to acknowledge the work of the Victorian Multicultural Commission
and to acknowledge the work of our multicultural communities right across the state. As the
Parliamentary Secretary for Multicultural Affairs, I have had the great pleasure and privilege of
working with a number of our multicultural communities in community roundtables. I just want to
take the opportunity to thank all of the community leaders who have, I think, done an extraordinary
job in very, very challenging times.
These environments within the public housing towers are particularly unique—many shared facilities,
a lot of particularly vulnerable residents, as I mentioned—and making sure that this was responded to
quickly and rapidly was certainly a priority of this government and certainly something that we worked
on very hard. No member on this side of the house, as I have said, has ever at any point said that
everything has been managed absolutely perfectly; that is the nature of a fast-moving global pandemic.
And as I have mentioned on numerous occasions, learnings from these things will be learned not just
within our state but right across the world.
If those opposite are here to claim that they have got a magic solution to dealing with the greatest
health challenge of our time, then fantastic. But what is important, and what is the focus on this side
of the house, is making sure that we continue to invest in record amounts in health and making sure
we continue to invest in record amounts in education. Never has there been a more clear example—I
studied teaching, and I was a teacher—of why education matters. Surely we could all agree that the
last six months have proven the worth of our schools, the worth of our teaching workforce and how
important they are to our community, not just from an educational point of view but in the way in
which our communities operate. That is why we set about creating the Education State. We had a lot
of damage to repair, it is fair to say, and that work has been done in absolute spades.
I am conscious of time, but certainly if I could go through my local community and look at some of
the record investments in local schools compared to what was before, the difference could not be more
clear. I want to acknowledge, of course, our teaching workforce and all of those that have reached out,
both parents and teachers, over the past six months in a really, really challenging time. I also want to
put on record my thanks to our incredible nurses and paramedics and the entire emergency services
workforce, who have done an absolutely stunning job in the toughest of circumstances.
Acting Speaker McGuire, as you know, local leaders are incredibly important, and there are so many
within our community to thank and acknowledge. They continue to do important work. They are, like
many people in our community, ready for 2021; we are all ready for 2021. But I just want to take the
opportunity to again acknowledge that this has been an incredible fight. The fight continues, and we
will prevail.
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Ms STALEY (Ripon) (15:14): The matter of public importance (MPI) put forward by the Leader
of the Opposition thanks all Victorians for the sacrifices they have made to contribute to bringing the
COVID-19 pandemic under control. I thank Victorians for the sacrifices they have made, both big and
small, to contribute to bringing the COVID pandemic under control. We need to thank Victorians
much more sincerely and much more often than this Andrews Labor government does. Every day, in
those interminable press conferences the Premier insists on fronting—I suppose because he does not
trust his Minister for Health to front them alone—he thanks from one side of the mouth and then he
chastises from the other side. Every day there is a new group who are at fault. Often they are workers,
and they are often poorly paid workers with few options, but sometimes it is multicultural communities
or industry-specific groups, such as abattoir workers.
And let us not forget the extraordinary attack on our healthcare workforce by the Premier and the
health minister, who both claimed that most healthcare workers, up to 90 per cent, who got COVID
did not—as the Premier claimed—get it anywhere near health care, they got it from a family member.
It turns out that 80 per cent got it from work, from faulty and inadequate PPE from the government.
But we never get an apology for the incorrect smears—just a new day, a new press conference and a
new group to blame. I note that we have yet to have an apology for any aspect of the management of
this pandemic from any speaker from the government side in this MPI.
As I started to think about what I wanted to say in this matter of public importance I went looking for
a quote that I sort of half-remembered that was something like, ‘Know people by what they do, not
what they say’. I went looking for that, and I found Matthew, chapter 7, verse 16:
Ye shall know them by their fruits.

As Matthew tells us, we can judge a person, or in this case a government, not by their claims of good
intentions but by their outcomes. And what are the fruits of the Andrews Labor government’s COVID
response? Victoria as of yesterday had 19 138 of Australia’s 25 819 COVID cases; we had 570 of
Australia’s 657 COVID deaths; we had 1819 of Australia’s 1882 aged-care cases and 419 of
Australia’s 450 aged-care deaths. We have, as of today, 3241 healthcare workers who have caught
COVID, with 2592 of those calculated as contracting it at work. Ye shall know them by their fruits.
Or we could look at the economic fruits of the Andrews Labor government’s COVID response: the
increase in the number of unemployed by 145 000; the largest increase in the unemployment rate; the
census survey of small to medium-sized businesses that says one in eight small to medium-sized
businesses do not think they will make it out the other side—a collapse in business confidence.
Victorian employers have the lowest business confidence—a measure that is known to drive forward
investment—of any state. Victoria will be permanently harmed by this stage 4 lockdown. There are
jobs gone that will never come back. There are businesses that will leave Victoria. And of course we
are also left with sole traders who have no government support, because according to the Treasurer
many of them do not actually have a taxpaying relationship with the state.
Mr R Smith: Disgraceful.
Ms STALEY: A disgraceful statement; I agree with you, member for Warrandyte. So only if you
pay tax to this Labor government are you deserving of support, if you are a business. What an
appalling, appalling statement to make! But beyond those afflicted with COVID and beyond the
economic impact of the Andrews government’s COVID response, there is the personal suffering
endured by so many Victorians because of the Andrews Labor government’s COVID response—the
failed iso hotel response of hiring private security guards instead of the ADF—that is credited with
99 per cent of the second-wave cases.
There is all this suffering. Victoria’s Minister for Mental Health said that the state’s mental health
system was not fit for purpose heading into the coronavirus crisis. Professor McGorry says that people
were suffering from the perfect storm of lockdown, unemployment and insufficient funding from
governments for a broken system. Two in three contacts to Beyond Blue’s Coronavirus Mental
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Wellbeing Support Service are coming from Victoria, and more than half of those contacts in July
came from Victoria.
Other speakers in this debate have mentioned the impact on families who have lost somebody and
what the funeral arrangements mean. I, too, have been to a funeral under COVID restrictions via
Zoom. I would not wish that on anyone. There are the non-COVID hospitalisations with no visitors,
no chance to say goodbye.
We had a previous speaker from the government side talk about education. He did not talk about the
permanent harm to children’s learning, and particularly to disadvantaged children’s learning. A
Grattan Institute report says that these restrictions will reduce where they are by one month. They will
be permanently behind everybody else. With that, I will perhaps mention, from my electorate, Zoe
McGregor of Stawell. Zoe is a VCE student. She talks about how in the first wave they were all very
accommodating of learning offline, despite the fact that she has a very poor internet connection. But
now it has just got really hard, and Zoe is one of those with good support around her.
We can think about this tsunami of loneliness for the aged locked in the aged-care homes since March,
or single people locked down in stage 4 for at least six weeks, or the particular suffering of the autistic—
and let us not forget those suffering from family violence. As Gaby Thomson of Doncare said:
Family violence thrives in isolation and there is a lot of evidence coming through the support agencies how
the pandemic is being weaponised …

These are the personal and community fruits that Victorians have received from the Andrews Labor
government’s handling of the pandemic, and they are bitter indeed. Despite the Premier’s repeated
claims that all of this death and disease is Victorians’ fault, our collective fault for breaking the rules,
Victorians have overwhelmingly been compliant. We do keep to the rules. We are committed to
getting past these restrictions.
But Victorians have endured these terrible consequences of what my colleague in the other place
Dr Bach called ‘a lethally incompetent government’, a government that was ill-prepared for a
pandemic, has not managed it well and at crucial points caused the second wave that has killed
hundreds of Victorians; hundreds of Victorians. This is a failed administration, a failed government, a
failure of public policy.
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (15:24): I rise to speak on this matter of public importance. As
disgraceful as the conduct of the proponents of this MPI has been, it is important that the right
information gets out to the Victorian community. If at no other time, it is most important at this time
to ensure accurate and proper information is provided to the Victorian community. So of course I agree
with the first paragraph of the MPI that acknowledges all Victorians for the sacrifice they have made,
and I made a similar comment, as did many colleagues on this side of the house in their contributions,
in the debate on the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 amendments. I concur with that, but the
rest of it unfortunately is just politics. And that is unfortunate, but I think the Victorian community
will see that for what it is. Point (6) in particular of the MPI talks about mixed messaging, and I think
it is interesting that the opposition talked about mixed messaging, because this pandemic, as we have
seen with the national cabinet the Prime Minister has put together across parties, requires the exact
opposite: it requires governments and people of all persuasions working together based on science and
fact, not on mixed messages, not on political opportunism. This is the biggest health crisis in 100 years,
the biggest in our lifetime.
I will not go much beyond this point in relation to the opposition because I think there are far more
important things, but in the interest of clarity and information to the Victorian community we need to
understand what is driving some of the opposite of that—the mixed messaging—on that side. I think,
frankly, it is political opportunism. It is a pandemic, and it is clearly a pandemic. The public health
advice worldwide is consistent on that point. So the opposition has to make a decision—and in fact it
has, and it has fallen on the wrong side of history here—is it a pandemic or is it not? And if it is a
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pandemic, then what is the sequence of things you follow in a pandemic? You follow the science, you
follow the medical advice and you take action. They have on occasion agreed with some of the medical
advice, but they have found too many opportunities not to, whether it be about golf or a range of other
things. If you think for a moment of an example where that perhaps comes from, it is from a former
Prime Minister on their side of politics, Tony Abbott, who just days ago asked, ‘How much is a life
worth?’ and said:
… every death is sad; but that’s never stopped families sometimes electing to make elderly relatives as
comfortable as possible while nature takes its course.

This is not about nature; it is about a pandemic, and the—
Mr Staikos: Survival of the fittest.
Mr DIMOPOULOS: That is exactly right, as the member for Bentleigh said. That comment by
Mr Abbott, the COVID death accountant, is about, effectively, the survival of the fittest. We stand for
a different outcome. We stand for an outcome where the state, with all its power, its intelligence, its
information and its resources, tries to prevent a Darwinian outcome. That is what we try and do.
I said towards the end of my contribution on the bill earlier today on the state-of-emergency
amendments—and I think the member for Carrum put it extraordinarily eloquently; in fact the member
for Bentleigh also put it I think on social media—that we are the same government that is living with the
same restrictions that we are asking the rest of the community to live with. This is not an us and them,
and the community by and large accept that. They accept that. There is this fearmongering about there
being some government out there in some ivory tower making decisions that they are not the victims of
or that they do not have to adhere to. We are all victims in this pandemic. Every single one of us have
impacts in our lives, some very devastating impacts in terms of job losses and illnesses and death and
shattered dreams effectively—a whole range of those impacts. We are also experiencing them, but we
know that it is important that we see this through, as the Premier has often talked about. People have lost
too much not to see this through, and seeing it through means not having mixed messages.
Clearly you believe the science and you believe the medical advice and you act accordingly. As the
member for Carrum said, there is a balance between our way of life and civil liberties. Of course there
is. The best way to stop COVID-19 from day one would have been: everybody cannot move from
their house for six months. That perhaps would have solved it. Of course no-one has that approach. It
was always about having a balanced approach with the health advice first and foremost in mind. So I
commit to my community that that is always the approach I take—health advice with a balanced
approach. And that is exactly what we have done. We have done that in many respects, not only in
terms of restrictions but in fact with the supermarkets continuing, public transport continuing to
operate, hospitals and GPs and those basic things, and exercise every day. That is a function of balance
and contestability between public health and practicality. That is exactly the definition of what the
member for Carrum was talking about in her contribution on the bill. And we will continue that.
But we also have done far more than that. We know how devastating this is. The Treasurer I think
stood up there and talked about the initial budget forecast of a $7.5 billion deficit—the Assistant
Treasurer is in the chamber at the moment—and said, ‘There is no glossing over this; this is absolutely
devastating for the economy and devastating for people’s lives’. So we are not glossing over that. The
Premier has consistently said in every press conference that this is devastating. He has also said at
almost every press conference that he thanks the Victorian community—the vast majority of the
Victorian community, I think were his exact words—for doing the right thing. But there is a role in
government to call out people who are not doing the right thing, and he has also taken the appropriate
opportunity to do that because that is very, very important in terms of leadership.
But we have done more, as I said, than just impose restrictions for safety and getting us through this
pandemic. We have invested heavily, whether it be in the business community or in the lives of
families and individuals through family violence prevention support, through support and
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interventions in mental health and through a whole range of those supports in the arts industry—a
range of areas in life—because when you preference a health response you absolutely know that there
will be a devastating impact on almost every other area of life. It would be ruthless but also uncaring
if we sat back and did not respond to that. So we have. We have responded in significant ways in terms
of both legislative change and, more importantly in this context, financial investment to mitigate some
of the worst aspects of the impact on people’s lives. Of course no amount of government investment
will return people’s lives to what they were pre-COVID—no amount of investment. What will slowly
get us there in terms of returning to a sense of normality is seeing this through with the science and
the medicine and the advice at the forefront of our minds, not mixed messages.
For me this has been an extraordinary lesson in leadership from our government, from our Premier,
from the Minister for Health and from many others. This is a serious pandemic and requires serious
politicians. It does not require second-raters who want to make political opportunism out of the worst
health crisis in 100 years. This is a serious business, and it requires serious politicians. In the Victorian
community we have seen that recognised in the broad support for our government’s leadership and
the Premier’s leadership specifically. Interestingly that was in even the Herald Sun poll recently. But
there are many other examples.
But do you know what is even more gratifying than that? We have seen community leaders in other
fields across medicine, mental health, sport and a whole range of other fields who have come out and
supported the approach of the science and the medicine and the advice first. They have really added
strength to the Victorian community’s response, because governments have limitations in terms of
what they can do in terms of broad-based acceptance and support. But the fact that we have seen broadbased acceptance and support across so many different fields in the Victorian community makes me
extraordinarily proud to be a Victorian. We have done it tougher than most other places in Australia,
and we will be the better for that at the end of this if we see it through.
Dr READ (Brunswick) (15:34): I would like to thank the member for Malvern for raising this
matter of public importance, and I certainly endorse the comment that this house thanks all Victorians
for the sacrifices they have made to contribute to bringing this pandemic under control. I also share
the concern expressed about many of the other issues in this motion but without the same rhetorical
extremes. When we are tempted to criticise the government or the public service we first need to ask
if we would have done any better. As probably one of the few members with training in infectious
diseases epidemiology I find that I am actually less certain about most of this than just about everybody
else in this chamber.
I caution against certainty at this time. No party went to the last election with a costed policy on
managing a respiratory virus pandemic. Most of our knowledge about this virus and about this
pandemic was learned this year. So, rather than obsessing over who to blame, I think the most
important use of our time is to find what lessons we can draw from the mistakes that have clearly been
made so that if we learn them well we do not repeat them.
On the government side I think that people will judge a government less harshly when it is open and
clearly making painful decisions for the public good, but not if it is secretive. The government needs
to be more open than usual at this time with Victorians. Opposition and non-government MPs need to
change too. We must accept that people do not want shrill politics; they want information. But
shrieking ‘Resign!’ at the first sign of uncertainty or inconsistency does not help and indeed
undermines confidence in us all, particularly when there is little evidence that you would have done
any better.
The first wave of infections in March and April gave us time to prepare for what followed. The initial
failures in the management of hotel quarantine and in the Cedar Meats outbreak were doubtless
significant failures, but focusing alone on these two events may also be blinding us to more important
lessons that lie elsewhere. The most important lesson I think we need to learn now is the answer to:

MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
Thursday, 3 September 2020

Legislative Assembly

2079

why did the current second wave take off after it had escaped hotel quarantine, and why couldn’t we
stop it until we had stage 4 restrictions, masks and a state of disaster?
Last week I was called by a person recovering from COVID who told me that his first call from contact
tracers was 14 days after his symptoms began. I think there is little doubt that Victoria’s contact-tracing
system at the start of this crisis barely existed at all. It had to be built from scratch. People had to be
recruited and trained. We had just a handful of contact tracers at the beginning of the year specialised
in contact tracing sexually transmitted diseases and tuberculosis. Was there sufficient expertise in the
department to build up the system to the size it is now? Probably not. The evidence suggests that
through July, when this wave of infection was taking off, we were still building the contact-tracing
plane while we were flying it. It probably was not working very well.
Part of the answer may lie in the fact that the Victorian health department is one of the most
dysfunctionally organised in the nation, despite the excellent staff who are in many ways the ones who
are holding the system together. This may go back to the gutting of the department of health by the
Kennett government, the setting up of hospitals as separate entities and the burying of the chief health
officer some distance away from the chief medical officer in the organisational hierarchy. The
fragmentation of the health system is different from other states and territories, and I am quoting
Professor Lindsay Grayson here, an infectious disease specialist:
… where there is an overarching health structure and clear lines of authority, a central source of guidelines
and standards, and central oversight.

We have inherited a complex health system, a fragmented health system, that is not fit for the purpose
of managing a pandemic; and also, for reasons beyond the control of the state health minister, it is
fragmented in other ways between state and federal management and public and private systems. So
we should not be peddling the illusion that we can fix these entrenched problems with a political scalp
or two. We also need to be able to work better together and across jurisdictions. We have seen a
national cabinet, but I think it is clear now that we needed, and still need, a national centre for disease
control to help work across the many different parts of our health system. A well-functioning disease
control system would have coordinated this and would have pooled expertise from multiple states to
help Victoria in its hour of need.
I want to turn now to what happened in North Melbourne and Flemington public housing. It is a sad
truth that the most heavy-handed, authoritarian responses are disproportionately applied to those with
little voice and power to fight back. People in public housing deserve the same dignity and respect as
every other member of the community. People should never again be locked up without access to food
or medicine. For this reason the Greens called for an independent inquiry into how the hard lockdown
of Flemington and North Melbourne public housing towers was managed. We were relieved that the
Victorian Ombudsman has announced that there will be such an inquiry. We earnestly await its
findings and we will push for their implementation.
I would like to move now to another concern raised by the member for Malvern: the large numbers of
infections amongst healthcare workers. I have been contacted by many health workers who feel that
the state government has failed in its duty to keep them safe. In Victoria over 3200 healthcare workers
have now tested positive to coronavirus. In Victoria the odds of a health worker becoming infected are
at least four and by some calculations closer to 30 times higher than those faced by the rest of us.
Hospitals and other countries have achieved a zero rate or low rates of infection in staff, often after
hastily making changes due to the same problems suffered here in Victoria. We need to try and emulate
their success.
So one of those issues that has been frequently raised is the adequacy of PPE, personal protective
equipment, and specifically the type of masks used to prevent respiratory aerosol infection. The state
government has done well to obtain millions of masks and gloves when global demand was very high,
but our hospitals are now churning through millions of masks each week—800 000 of the more
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expensive disposal N95 respirators go in the bin every week plus a much larger number of gloves,
surgical masks and gowns.
Miners and others working in hazardous air are given high-quality reusable elastomeric respirators.
They fit better, they filter aerosols better than disposable N95 masks, they do not need to be replaced—
so they are secure against supply shocks—and they do not add to the mountains of waste being
collected daily from public hospitals. They and the recently developed ventilation hoods developed by
engineers at Melbourne University are worth investigating and, in my opinion, investing in to reduce
the problems posed by a high consumption of disposable PPE.
Fit testing is something that health workers have been calling for for months. I am pleased to see that
it is being trialled at last in one hospital, but it is disappointing that it was actively discouraged by
hospitals when staff tried to arrange it privately. The fact that I have been hearing about these problems
for a couple of months suggests that the government has some serious lessons to learn in this
department.
Finally, given that so many health workers have been infected and it is very difficult to prevent when
a health worker gets within coughing range of a patient, I want anyone looking after me, if I go to
hospital, not to have to worry about their safety, not to have to worry if they can afford time off work.
At any given time now we have got hundreds of hospital staff off work either because they are infected
or because they are isolating because they have been exposed. So just as we did with firefighters, I
believe that we should legislate or otherwise guarantee presumptive rights to workers compensation
for any monetary loss for time off work for infected staff.
There are many other lessons that we can learn from this pandemic. I do not have time to go into them
now, but health messaging in culturally and linguistically diverse communities is, I think, one area
where we have—and it is easy to say this with hindsight—failed and we have a lot to learn. Also,
something that the Premier has pointed out is the problem with insecure work and people’s ability to
take sick leave.
That said, I support the member for Malvern in raising most of these concerns, and I conclude where
I began: by thanking Victorians for the sacrifices that they have made in working to control the
pandemic, and I particularly thank those in the electorate of Brunswick.
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) (15:44): I rise to make a contribution to the matter of public importance
submitted by the Leader of the Opposition. In starting off my contribution I just want to point out, and
it has been pointed out before, that nobody is left not impacted by this pandemic. It is a one-in-100year pandemic. We have had unprecedented restrictions on our daily lives. We are in an unprecedented
lockdown. We are all subject to those rules.
I have had all sorts of plans in my professional life and in my personal life, like many other people,
that have gone up in smoke, that have been put on hold. But I also know that there are people who are
impacted far more than I am. I think every day about people who have lost their jobs, people whose
livelihoods have been impacted and small business people who are struggling to keep their heads
above water, but I also grieve very, very deeply for the families of those Victorians who have lost their
lives to the coronavirus. Unlike some of the people whom I have heard from lately, those families
know that this virus is real. Those families know that this virus is highly transmissible. They know
that it is deadly.
The other thing that needs to be said—and it should not have to be said but it does—is that our
government does not place any less value on the life of an older person or on the life of a person with
underlying health conditions. What has sickened me is the idea from some politicians, from some exprime ministers and from people who have just emailed me about this matter that just because
somebody is old, just because somebody lives with an underlying health condition like cancer, we
should just let this virus rip—that we should just let it rip so that we can go out and resume our lives
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as though nothing is happening. Well, I am glad that we have a leader who has not gone down this
track, who has not gone down this deadly, heartless track.
Sometimes we also need to be reminded of just how much this virus has spread throughout the world.
At last count nearly 26 million people have been infected, and we are heading for 1 million deaths. In
the US 180 000 people are dead. Throughout Europe they are experiencing second waves, and the
reason why I feel it important that those of us who are members of this house reaffirm that this virus
is real, that it is deadly, is in the outrageous views from the fringes that have come to us over the last
couple of weeks—the outrageous emails that we have received from conspiracy theorists, from people
who think that COVID-19 is a hoax in order to end cash as a legal tender, from people who say all
sorts of ridiculous things about 5G, from people who think it is a Bill Gates conspiracy and,
shamefully, from people who are comparing Victoria to Nazi Germany. That is why it needs to be said
that we face a very, very serious threat when it comes to this virus.
Now, I do not for one moment believe that the Leader of the Opposition believes any of these crazy
conspiracy theories. The Leader of the Opposition I have always considered a reasonable man. He
knows exactly—exactly—how serious this threat is. But you know, I note that the member for Ripon
in her contribution quoted the Bible, and she quoted Matthew 7.16, ‘Ye shall know them by their
fruits’. Well, we certainly know the Liberal Party by their fruits, and we know that the Leader of the
Opposition has flip-flopped on this pandemic throughout the many months that we have been fighting
this virus. We know that he has not been able to rein in his party room, who have said some of the
most outrageous things. Talk about ‘Ye shall know them by their fruits’. He has not been able to do
any of this. It is the rhetoric, the rhetoric we have heard from the Liberal Party, that has empowered
some outrageous views that we have heard recently, and frankly they should hang their heads in shame.
The only conclusion that I can come to, judging from not just what has been said today in this chamber
but what has been said over a period of many months by those opposite and by the Leader of the
Opposition, is that their strategy is not to help fight the pandemic. Their strategy is not to be
constructive. Their strategy has been to undermine the public health response.
Every time they say rubbish like ‘The Premier is a dictator’ or a ‘chairman’ or ‘This is tyranny’ or any
time that they say that ‘The power’s gone to his head’, what they are trying to say, what they are
actually saying, is that ‘These restrictions are rubbish. There is no threat. You should go about and live
your lives as though nothing is happening’. That is what they are saying when they raise those
ridiculous comparisons. That is exactly what they are saying. So what you can deduce from all of that
is that in fact had those opposite been in government now, their strategy would have been to just let it
rip—to just let it rip like they have done in Sweden. In Sweden they relied on their citizens voluntarily
doing the right thing. They relied on their citizens voluntarily social distancing, and now in Sweden
their death tally in the first six months of 2020 is the highest that it has been in 150 years. That is the
alternative. That is the Liberal Party’s alternative, and after this is over we should never forget the
behaviour of those opposite.
The Leader of the Opposition’s matter of public importance refers to ‘mixed messaging’. It refers to
mixed messaging. Well, can I point out to the Leader of the Opposition that over in Canberra there is a
Liberal MP, a member of the Morrison government by the name of Craig Kelly. Now, Craig Kelly,
prior to entering Parliament, sold furniture. He was a furniture salesperson but given how much he goes
on about the drug hydroxychloroquine, you would think he had some expertise in these matters. You
would think he had some expertise, but he does not have any expertise. He is an idiot. He is a blundering
buffoon and he is a dangerous conspiracy theorist. The Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, has done
nothing about Craig Kelly, absolutely nothing. So if we are going to talk about mixed messaging, then
let us also address the fact that there are two members of the federal Liberal government who are
pushing very dangerous views—dangerous views that go against everything we have heard from the
World Health Organization and from the Doherty Institute here in Melbourne. This virus is serious. It
is highly transmissible and it is deadly, and it is time that the Liberal Party’s rhetoric ended. It is time
that they stopped undermining the public health response and actually took this seriously.
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I end on this: I end by saying that expertise matters. Expertise matters. This government is guided by
the advice of experts, of scientists, in everything it does—in absolutely everything it does, and it will
continue to be. What we have heard from the opposition over the state-of-emergency issue has been
nothing short of wilful negligence. The idea that after September we can just go on without any rules
to manage this virus is frankly crazy; absolutely, completely and utterly crazy, but that is indeed the
position that has been proffered in this place by those opposite. Well, we reject that approach. This
government rejects that approach because this government respects the experts who are providing the
advice to the government to see our community through an unprecedented public health crisis, and in
doing so we also respect the work of our health workers—because it is not the Leader of the Opposition
or any of us who are treating COVID patients in the public hospitals of Melbourne and risking their
safety in the process. It is the healthcare workers like my aunty, a doctor at the Royal Melbourne
Hospital, and I can tell you: she appreciates the work of this government in making sure that we are
taking the advice of the experts and we are acting accordingly to protect our community.
Mr R SMITH (Warrandyte) (15:54): I rise to support the matter of public importance brought
forward by the Leader of the Opposition. The matter of public importance points to a number of
government failures and gee, where do you start? There are so many—so many. But let us start with
the blame that the Premier has put on Victorians rather than taking responsibility for the many failures
of his own government. The Premier has variously blamed families for not social distancing and
blamed the hotel virus spreading on security guards sharing a cigarette lighter. He told Victorians on
1 July to stop pretending the pandemic is over.
Then on 7 July he blamed people with mild symptoms for not getting tested. On 7 July he accused
Victorians of complacency in following the restrictions. On 8 July he told us in a very paternalistic
fashion that everyone in Victoria knows at least one rule breaker. On 22 July he blamed Victorians for
not self-isolating properly. He also blamed people for not getting tested. And now, most recently, he
has blamed the spread of the virus on too many people having a barbecue.
Now, he has not mentioned, he has not blamed for the spread of the virus, the botched hotel quarantine
program. He has not blamed the relaxed attitude to the Black Lives Matter and CFMEU protests. He
has not blamed the underfunding and under-resourcing of the Department of Health and Human
Services. He has not blamed the apparently perfectly handled issue of the Cedar Meats transmission,
and he has not blamed inadequate contact tracing. We have not heard anything from those opposite
during this debate, or indeed even from the Premier during his press conferences, about those issues.
I have heard a lot of members opposite praising themselves and patting themselves on the back, but I
have not heard one of them say sorry. The member for Sunbury said, ‘I know we haven’t got it perfect’.
That is the understatement of the day. You have not got it perfect? It is the government’s fault, purely
and simply, as has finally come out in the Coate inquiry, that 99 per cent of the current infections we
are experiencing here in Victoria have come from a complete and utter failure of government policy.
But not one member opposite, not one member sitting on the Labor benches, has said sorry.
Do you know, Victorians just want a bit of contrition from you guys. They want you to actually say,
‘We did something wrong. We realise that because of our mismanagement we have students who are
losing a year at school; we have teenagers experiencing mental health issues; we have businesses that
are going down the drain; we have sole traders who cannot put food on the table; we are experiencing
a tripling of the state’s debt, which our grandchildren will have trouble paying off’. We have not heard
a sorry for any of those things.
We have had the member for Bentleigh say that apparently some comments from the Liberal Party are
the things that are undermining the health issues here in Victoria or what can only be loosely termed
the management of the health issues here in Victoria. Apparently that is the problem. Apparently the
problem is that the member for Ripon quoted the Bible—that is the problem. It is not hotel quarantine
management. It is not the relaxed attitude to protests. It is not the underfunding of the health
department. And the member for Bentleigh scurries off now because it is hard to hear the truth. You

MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
Thursday, 3 September 2020

Legislative Assembly

2083

cannot defend the indefensible, can you? It is these errors that have caused the problem that we are in
now. Labor did not get their management of this right.
But let us talk about hotel quarantine in some more depth. That is one issue where in fact you could
not have got it more wrong. I will start by making the point that, following the national cabinet
decision, the Premier announced both at a press conference and by press release that the ADF would
be supporting Victoria’s hotel quarantine program, which was offered to every state including Victoria
and succeeded in every other state except in this jurisdiction where the Premier and the government
decided to go a different way. Instead we had untrained security guards and stood-down baggage
handlers—that was the route that the government tried to take.
And if you ever wanted to undermine public confidence in your own government, well, the Premier’s
denial that the ADF was ever offered to Victoria to assist is a classic textbook case. You would have
to believe that several senior defence officers were lying to the media, lying to their own Minister for
Defence and lying to a Senate inquiry to believe what the Premier of Victoria has said. You would
also have to believe that what was clearly written in the Premier’s own press statement actually meant
something other than what it clearly said. That is what you would have to do to believe that the Premier
is telling the truth. But instead what he has said is so demonstrably untrue as to be laughable, and it is
very clear that the Premier is treating Victorians like fools if he actually thinks that they believe him
in this circumstance.
The government chose to go its own way, putting social inclusion above virus transmission prevention
training—and doing feel-good videos. We all saw that. What an embarrassment to this government
that video was. What an utter and complete embarrassment to do that video instead of worrying about
Victorians’ public health. And look at the mess we are in. They were warned along the way. It has
been mentioned during this debate. Police, officials and the Australian Medical Association all told
the government this was not working. But no, no, no, you would never, ever get the Premier to admit
he was doing the wrong thing. He stays the course—oh, my goodness, he stays the course. It does not
matter what the effects are, and we see the effects every day.
Now we are being told to believe that this Premier, who micromanages every single thing, did not
know anything about this stuff. In fact he and his chief health officer told the media they did not know
anything about it until they saw it in the media. So we have got a situation where the chief health
officer and the Premier of the state would rather tell Victorians they are ignorant than say they are
incompetent. That just shows you how bad it has to be, how bad things are.
Never mind that the Premier and a group of seven other ministers trooped down to Government House
and got commissioned as ministers for COVID recovery and sat around the crisis cabinet. And gee, if
you listen to the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee hearings and listen to the testimony given
by those ministers, you would have no option but to conclude that in that crisis cabinet they never got
a briefing, they never made a decision and they never attributed any degree of responsibility to each
other during those meetings. That is a nonsensical proposition.
To think that the Premier himself did not know who was in charge of hotel quarantine and has to put
a $3 million inquiry together—and do not worry about the tens of thousands of dollars that have been
spent on QCs who are there to defend government departments and government agencies—he knows
and his ministers know exactly what they did wrong, and they do not need an inquiry and they certainly
do not need to spend public money to find out.
I want to be clear: I do not blame the public servants who are working very, very hard to do what they
can under an administration that is demonstrably failing. I blame those at the top who made the decision
to underfund the health department to a point where those seconded from health departments from
interstate—who have come here to help us, and I thank them for that—were absolutely appalled to see
the state of our health department. In fact one article said that Victorian chief health officer Brett
Sutton’s team was so poorly funded that top bureaucrats warned the Andrews government multiple
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times the state’s public health unit was the worst resourced in the country. This is under the watch of a
Premier who used to be the health minister. You would think he would know better. You would think
he would know that he had to fund this department. Then he comes out and starts blaming Victorians
left, right and centre for their so-called failings; he stands up and takes the paternalistic attitude that he
does while he admonishes each and every Victorian for the failings of his own administration.
I do not have time to go through all the areas—the Black Lives Matter protests, the CFMEU protests.
Assistant Commissioner Cornelius said of the BLM protest, ‘I respect the right of people to protest’. Yet
months later he said that other protesters are—and excuse my language, I am quoting—‘batshit crazy’.
Talk about mixed messages, which the member for Bentleigh denied the government was giving.
What about aged care? That is another issue. There are elements of federal responsibility, but under
the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 the chief health officer can use emergency powers to step
into any circumstance that he likes. He could have taken responsibility for that earlier.
We have a situation, as I said, where we have got our debt out of control, an economy on its knees,
mental health issues that are running rampant, forecast levels of unemployment of over 13 per cent
and more deaths in this state than all other states in the country combined. I ask members opposite: by
what possible measure do you think you have done a good job?
Bills
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT (STATE OF EMERGENCY
EXTENSION AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2020
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (16:04): I want to firstly pay tribute to my constituents of Caulfield,
who like many Victorians at the moment, are doing it harder than we have ever seen, locked down in
the types of conditions that this state, this country have probably never seen, certainly even during
wartime. They are given 1 hour of exercise a day, which most prisoners would not even have to put
up with, and do not know from one day to another when this is going to end.
The bill which we are debating today is probably one of the most important bills that many of us have
debated or will debate in our time, because it is giving the Premier of Victoria an extension of
powers—initially the Premier wanted another 12 months, but now it is six months—and increasing
the powers from what the Premier and the chief health officer have already had. So what we are
effectively doing is doubling up on a contract for somebody that has failed. If you compare this to a
football club—and I will use the analogy, considering we have just lost the AFL Grand Final to
Brisbane because of the Premier’s failures—if this was a footballer and they had failed to get a kick
and not only that but brought the whole club into disrepute and turned back to the club and said, ‘Not
only do I want a 12-month extension but I want a bonus on my contract’, they would be booted out of
the club. That is what this Premier should be: booted out of the state. He is a disgrace. This Premier
will be held responsible for years to come for the livelihoods and certainly the lives that have been lost
during this pandemic.
If anybody thinks that this is a coincidence or bad luck, they are absolutely kidding themselves. Look
around at every other state: look where they are; look where Victoria is. We only have to look at the
hotel quarantine debacle, where we used security guards being paid cash money—not trained, as we
heard, but doing diversity and social inclusion programs without doing proper security programs and
training programs. What did the other states do? They had the ADF and they had the police. And what
happened with their hotel quarantine programs? Nothing compared to ours. Ours was a disaster that
caused the second wave that we are in. So for the Premier to stand up and say that he wants another
extension on his contract after causing the debacle that he has is an absolute disgrace.
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Now, we say—and we hear certainly from people—that we need to work together, and it is important
to work together. In this time in opposition we have had—well, certainly I have had—one briefing
from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) since February, and that was the only
time. February was the only briefing that we have had. As the Shadow Minister for Police I have had
one briefing during this pandemic—that is it. And that is meant to be bipartisanship. We have heard
the government today talking up what a fantastic government this is and what a fantastic job they have
done. They should all hang their heads in shame to be standing up and supporting a government that
has completely failed Victoria and Victorians on all accounts.
They want to compare what is happening federally, and they talk about our federal colleagues that
have run a national cabinet successfully—something that has not been done before and has tried to
bring people together. Wouldn’t you think that that is what they would do in Victoria, to reach across
the table and talk to the opposition and try to work together with us? No, the Premier has said, ‘I will
work alone’, and he will do this the way that he wants to do it, along with his gang of eight. That has
been the leadership style that the Premier has had. The Premier has also said that in any mess the buck
stops with him. Well, when is it going to stop, and when is he going to accept responsibility rather
than handballing it along to another inquiry, another hearing, another review?
Now, if the hotel quarantine was not bad enough, look at the contact tracing. In Victoria we are using
fax machines, pens and paper to try and trace who has got the virus. You compare the other states: New
South Wales and Queensland—a Labor state that is using state-of-the-art technology, downloading the
app from the federal government and using that information to trace where people have been. They are
able to trace them, and they are able to lock down an area and make sure it does not spread. Victoria
had not downloaded that app until weeks ago. No wonder we have not been able to get hold of this and
contain this.
Now who knows how we are going to go into the future with the Premier having a substandard DHHS—
a big monstrosity sitting there—and with a Premier that is absolutely negligent, a Minister for Health that
has been negligent. The Minister for Police and Emergency Services, responsible for emergency services
and the police, has had her head in the sand and in fact said, ‘I don’t want to put anybody under a bus’
when she was asked by Neil Mitchell in terms of who was responsible. It is very clear who was
responsible. We do not need any further inquiries and commissions and reviews. If you stuff up hotel
quarantine, if you cause a second wave, if you cannot do proper testing and proper contact tracing, if our
health workers do not have proper PPE in our hospitals and are getting the virus because they do not
have the resources for them, then what help does Victoria have?
This Premier wants a renewal of his contract for another six months, he wants an increase of his powers
and he wants to be able to say, ‘Even if Victoria has zero cases going forward, we still want to be able
to pursue a state of emergency in Victoria’. He has given Victorians no hope. I have kids 14 years of
age that are failing in their exams. One boy, Mendel, was getting 90 in his exams; he is now getting
30. He is failing at home. Kids are at home struggling. Parents are struggling. Mental health issues are
through the roof. Family issues are through the roof. I have got people in Caulfield—and we have
heard other people—that have said, ‘We follow the rules, and so we should be’, but they are pulling
their hair out. They have never seen anything like it in their lives, where they cannot leave their homes.
They do not know what a future looks like. They certainly have not been told about a road map.
This bloke—after being pushed and shoved the Premier finally said, ‘Well, I’ll release something, and
I’ll let you know by Sunday’. We are having the debate now, and we will not see the road map now.
Again it shows absolute incompetence that we should debate legislation to give the Premier more
powers yet not see the road map of what he intends to do. He is an absolute hypocrite, he is a
disgraceful Premier and he will go down as one of the worst premiers this state of Victoria has ever
seen. Please, we need to get on with this, we need to be able to do things, we need to look after people’s
lives—something that this Premier has disregarded.
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Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (16:11): I am pleased but naturally also disappointed to be
rising to speak on this legislation where the government seeks to extend its state-of-emergency powers
for a further six months—originally 12 months. I am sure it was absolutely critical it had to be
12 months only a week or so ago, but it is amazing how the government buckled when it had to.
Likewise, I find it interesting that it was all too dangerous for us to come and sit in the Parliament only
two or three weeks ago and yet now, when the government needs to extend its own powers, the
Parliament is okay to sit. I find that quite curious—although again not surprising.
I say that there has been a genuine lack of transparency and accountability from the government on
this particular issue. It has known since the start of this pandemic that the Public Health and Wellbeing
Act 2008 limits the state of emergency to a total of six months. I, as an opposition backbencher, looked
it up when the state of emergency was first declared. I knew that. We knew at least in July that the
second wave had hit and that we would need to extend the state of emergency, and yet we washed
away two weeks of sitting in August and here we are rushing to have this bill extend the government’s
powers for a further six months.
As previous opposition speakers have indicated, we will be opposing this, but we are not opposing the
extension of the state-of-emergency powers per se—to the contrary of what many are suggesting on
the other side and some on social media who seem to think that we are saying, ‘Do away with it
altogether’. The minister in particular is putting up this straw man argument that says, ‘We have to
have these powers’. Well, no-one is arguing about that. What we are arguing about is how long those
powers should be extended and the oversight and accountability that this government must be subject
to if it is to have these extraordinary powers. I think there has been a lack of transparency in this.
Many people are saying to me and to others, ‘Oh, but other states have got open-ended state-ofemergency powers’. Well, the six months was put in for a reason—because they are extraordinary
powers and they do need to be restrained and there does need to be accountability for them. I think it
is important to place on the record again that the most recent iteration of this particular legislation was
introduced in 2008 by the then health minister, the now Premier, the member for Mulgrave. He had
the chance then. I am not saying that he would have had the foresight to change it, but if he thought
that six months was appropriate then, I am not sure what has changed now.
So why are we here? I want again to put something to rest that a number of people are saying as we
look at opening up from restrictions. ‘We have to be careful’, some are saying. ‘We don’t want to open
up too early like we did last time’. That is an absolute fallacy. That is not what caused the second
wave. Many people are saying that, and they are saying about the position of the opposition, ‘Oh, you
wanted us to open up early, and look what happened’. Well, Victoria was the most conservative and
the last to start to open up of all the states, and yet it is the only one that has had a second wave anything
like this that we are seeing here in Victoria. And we know why—it is because of the failures in hotel
quarantine and particularly the failures in contact tracing.
Here we are with this legislation: they are asking the public of Victoria to trust them with a further six
months of these extraordinary powers, yet the government, as we have seen in recent weeks, will not
be transparent and reciprocate that trust of the Victorian people with the simple answers to questions
that they want. I will reflect briefly on the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee (PAEC) hearings
on the government’s handling of the COVID issue. We saw the Premier and Commissioner Crisp at
complete odds with the Australian Defence Force and indeed the Premier’s own words about the use
of the ADF. I must say, it was me that asked the question of the Premier about why they did not use the
ADF and police in the hotel quarantine program rather than private security guards, and I was so stunned
at the answer he gave, that the ADF was never offered, I did not know where to go. It was extraordinary.
We have seen, with respect to hotel quarantine, ministers failing to take responsibility for that particular
program. We asked in the PAEC process of every minister who came up: who was responsible? They
all pointed at someone else. Indeed the Minister for Industry Support and Recovery and his department
were interesting. They made it very clear they did not know who it was that was responsible but it sure
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as hell was not them. And we have seen in the last few weeks that many people—ministers and
departments—thrown under a bus. I think we are going to need another inquiry into bus safety, because
there are that many bus accidents happening within this government at the moment. Clearly the
evidence presented so far to PAEC and to the hotel quarantine inquiry, though, shows that it was the
Department of Health and Human Services which bore ultimate responsibility, and it is absolutely
criminal that Minister Mikakos is failing to take responsibility for that bungled program.
Just briefly on contact tracing, through that PAEC process I asked the minister about the numbers of
staff in the contact-tracing team, because there was a report that in June we had gone back down to
57 in that contact-tracing team. The minister was at pains—she jumped on the question—to say, ‘No,
that’s not right; there were 1891 people in the contact-tracing team throughout June’. It begs the
question: in June we had single-digit cases each day, indeed some days we had zero cases, and yet
with 1891 people in the contact-tracing team we let this get away. How is that possible? I really cannot
understand that, and it really has not been answered properly.
So the government has caused this, and it has caused massive impacts. It has caused massive impacts
on the community. I want to pay tribute to my own community of Gippsland South. We have been
exemplary. People have been frustrated—they are getting increasingly frustrated—but they have done
the right thing. I get a lot of questions, I am sure like all MPs. We are getting thousands of emails and
phone calls from people seeking clarity on these things. But the people of Gippsland South have been
extremely good, and they have done the right thing. We now need the opportunity, with the Premier
making announcements about a road map on Sunday, for locals to be able to support locals. We need
the government to let those in regional areas where the case numbers are dwindling to be able to open
up to support particularly our restaurants, pubs, cafes and other tourism businesses. I understand that
we certainly do not want to see Melburnians coming out at this stage, unfortunately. We love having
them come and visit our region but just not for a good while yet. But we do need to be able to have
locals supporting locals.
What I think we really need is a plan. People are crying out not just for a plan for opening up but for
what happens then. We all know we are talking about a vaccine, and a vaccine, depending on who you
believe, is coming next month, next year or never. So it would be criminal for the government not to
have a plan that assumes there will be no vaccine. I think there needs to be a plan for if there is another
outbreak. We need to be working out: is the cure that we have currently got, with lockdowns, worse
than the disease? It is not just us saying it; there are some very respected people saying it. We have
seen the letter from doctors this week who have outlined their concerns and saying effectively that.
We have seen the vice-chancellor of Melbourne University, Professor Duncan Maskell, who is an
epidemiologist himself, saying exactly that.
We know that the impacts on the community are massive—of the lockdowns—the job losses and the
business closures. These impacts will linger for years, and they have been hardest on women and
young people—the mental health, the stress, the anxiety. I was pleased to see the statistics last week
that showed suicide had not increased. That may still come, and Professor Pat McGorry told the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee last week that may well be the case, but it was also reported there
has been a 33 per cent increase in self-harm among youth. We have seen delayed elective surgery. We
have got social dislocation: families unable to see each other, missing funerals of their own parents
and children; grandparents missing grandkids; increases in family violence and disrupted and delayed
schooling. We need to have a serious debate about what the future management of this is.
We moved for an inquiry this morning with this chamber’s Economy and Infrastructure Committee to
actually get an inquiry to get the experts, including the chief health officer but including mental health
experts, including epidemiologists, including economists and sociologists to look at whether there are
alternatives to lockdowns. Because, yes, we must save lives, but we must consider that in saving lives
from COVID we risk losing others to suicide and we risk causing and we are causing massive damage
to others both in a business, an economic and a social sense, and that is going to have irreparable
impacts for many in the years to come. I do not have all the answers, and maybe there is no alternative
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to lockdown, but I am very, very firmly of the view that the government and this Parliament should
be looking at what the alternatives are, because I am absolutely sure that I do not believe our society,
our people, our economy could bear a third series of lockdowns, and that is why the government should
not be knocking back our plan and it should be considering these amendments today.
Dr READ (Brunswick) (16:21): The Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of
Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020 extends the total time for which a state of
emergency can remain in force by another six months for the COVID-19 pandemic. The Minister for
Health has declared a four-week state of emergency six times, the limit under the unamended Public
Health and Wellbeing Act 2008. The state of emergency empowers the chief health officer to give the
kinds of orders that restrict the movement and mixing of people, that require physical distancing and
wearing of masks, that close premises and, importantly, that require isolation of those with suspected
or confirmed infection. Other changes in the bill remove ambiguity and allow the chief health officer
some flexibility to appoint authorised officers.
Much of the public opposition to the bill has been opposition to the restrictions, particularly to the
current stage 4, and appears to confuse extending the time limit for the state of emergency with
extending the stage 4 restrictions and even the state of disaster. The state of emergency allows the
chief health officer to order restrictions but does not set the level. The chief health officer’s orders,
empowered by the state of emergency, have brought the current wave of infection down from
700 cases a day to around 100. Such a reduction in under a month is reassuring after this highly
infectious virus has shown how rapidly and widely it can spread and how difficult it is to control in
places like hospitals or meatworks, where physical distancing is difficult. By 15 September, when the
current state of emergency expires, I hope that we are down to fewer than 30 cases per day, but the
incidence of infection is unlikely to be zero, and when the incidence falls to a low level, there are still
likely to be undiagnosed cases who will not be isolating and whose contacts will not be traced and
who could reignite the outbreak.
At these low case numbers, paradoxically, contact tracing and the isolation of positive cases becomes
proportionately more important, and that is for two reasons. One, these were people who got infected
despite more than a month of the strictest limits on public movement and contact ever instituted in this
state. There may be many reasons for this. For example, some of them might work in a hospital and
indeed do, or they might be people with cognitive impairment who are unable to understand the
restrictions. But for at least some of them, if stage 4 restrictions could not stop them getting infected,
then isolation may be required to stop them from passing it on.
As daily case numbers fall it becomes safer for people to start moving and mixing and restrictions will
be lifted. This is the second reason why contact tracing is important—so each new case becomes more
significant individually as a potential source of further transmission. Just for example, the one new
case in Auckland was the most important case for a long time. The chief health officer’s orders to
isolate these cases require the extension of the state of emergency for at least a few months, even after
daily diagnoses reach zero. And here is a critical point to re-emphasise: the numbers refer to known
cases. We can only guess at the number of unknown cases of coronavirus infection. It is possible that
the infection may linger in the community for some time after the last case is diagnosed.
I hope that this wave stops soon, that we have days of zero cases in a row and within a month or two
that we can be as fortunate as Hobart, Perth and Adelaide, currently enjoying no virus and no
lockdown, no local transmission. This is optimistic, but remember, we had several days of no cases in
June. We almost got there. But even then the chief health officer will need the power to order
quarantine of international travellers who arrive in Melbourne from high prevalence countries. The
chief health officer will also need to be able to respond rapidly to new cases of locally acquired
infection, as happened in Auckland.
With hindsight we can see that the stage 4 restrictions we are currently under should have begun earlier
and might therefore have been over by now. If an outbreak is accelerating faster than it can be contained
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by contact tracing, prompt restrictions on movement and mixing will likely control it faster and with
less disruption to society than a more graduated, dialled-up response. It is easy of course for me to say
that in hindsight. But I see no scenario where these powers for the chief health officer will not be
required for at least six months, and potentially longer. And if you feel that Parliament can always be
recalled to determine whether these powers can be granted month by month, remember that the daily
case numbers are always at least a week behind the virus, at least a week behind viral transmission.
Today’s numbers represent people who were infected a week or more ago. People infected today will
be reported in the numbers announced in a week or two and only of course if they get tested.
The epidemic is always ahead of the decision-makers, and they therefore need to be able to respond
both with speed and with awareness that the infection may have already spread beyond the known cases.
During the swine flu pandemic a decade ago the Minister for Health was announcing suburbs as
infection hotspots—I seem to recall Clifton Hill got mentioned a lot—but we now know that the virus
was already several suburbs ahead. If Parliament does not extend the time limit for declaring a state of
emergency, the chief health officer’s powers to respond will be very limited after 15 September.
I now want to turn to some of the Greens’ concerns with the original version of this bill. The government
initially proposed a 12-month extension of the state of emergency. We have been concerned by the
repeated suspension of Parliament and the lack of adequate scrutiny of the government response to the
pandemic, mostly limited to press conferences and the government-chaired PAEC inquiry. We
therefore felt that a 12-month extension was unnecessarily long. The shorter extension requires
Parliament to reassess whether the state of emergency remains justified. The chief health officer’s
powers will probably be needed beyond Christmas, even if only for the quarantine of returned travellers,
and so six months is an appropriate time to extend this limit. We can reassess the legislation and the
need for the state of emergency then. It is quite possible that the chief health officer may require at least
some of those powers for longer, but by then we are likely to know more, both about the likely
availability or not of a vaccine and about our ability to control outbreaks of this virus. We would still
prefer to have an independent oversight committee with a non-government chair. The Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee currently inquiring into this is government controlled. However, I do
commend those members participating who have pushed the government to account for their decisions
by asking the inconvenient questions.
I would like to discuss now some opposition to this bill. I imagine most members have received
hundreds if not thousands of emails opposing any extension to the time limit for the state of emergency,
and I would like to address three common themes to these emails: first, that the state of emergency
undermines democracy; second, that the psychological, social and economic burden of the lockdown
is worse than the effect of the epidemic; and third, that the state government are manipulating the
messages we hear about the epidemic and its management. Some of that last group include conspiracy
theories that do not merit discussion in this house.
First, it does to an extent undermine democracy. That is quite true. But the compromise of a six- rather
than 12-month extension and increased reporting to Parliament and to MPs at least goes some way
towards addressing that. A non-government chair of the scrutiny committee would be even better. We
do in the end need to balance the need for accountability with the protection of public health.
On the second point, it is very difficult to estimate how much the public health intervention of
lockdown and the resulting economic collapse have saved us in terms of both lives saved and disability
prevented. I suspect that we do not yet know anywhere near enough about the long-term consequences
of serious non-fatal infection, as just one example of the unknowns. But the Greens, and I am sure
others who support this legislation, are painfully aware of the suffering caused by the restrictions. We
are worried about people who cannot visit their families. We are worried about people who have lost
their jobs or their income or their business and may yet lose their homes. We are particularly worried
about the effect of this isolation on those who live alone and on people from overseas who are
effectively stranded here with no support. The Greens will keep working to support people in need
and to ensure that no-one is left behind when society does open up. We all desperately want this
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lockdown to end and for restrictions to finish. We are still optimistic that we will get there faster if the
chief health officer has the necessary powers. Other countries, notably the US, show us the
consequences of half-hearted attempts at disease control.
And that is a good point at which to emphasise why we support the chief health officer continuing to
have these powers and continuing these restrictions for the time being—restrictions that are causing
so much pain. Other countries with less time to prepare than we have had have been hit very hard and
suffered terrible losses. The hundreds of deaths among our elderly have been bad enough, but in
Europe and North America the death toll is too high to comprehend. Their health systems in particular
have been hit hard. Italy has had over 200 health workers die; the US over 1200; 500 doctors have
died in Russia. Here thousands have been infected and hospitals have had hundreds off work, isolating
because of infection. The virus can cripple a health system.
Finally, it is pretty obvious that some serious mistakes have been made in the response to this
epidemic; we have already heard enough detail about this in this afternoon’s matter of public
importance debate. The high number of health-worker infections is unacceptable. Testing and contact
tracing seem to have failed to bring the current outbreak under control when the numbers were very
low. The government’s repeated denial of problems in these areas suggests an unwillingness to level
with the public, which in turn feeds the distrust evident in much of the criticism of this bill. We need
to learn as much as we can about what went wrong so that we can prevent further outbreaks.
To be fair, much of the criticism is also opportunistic. It is a great opportunity for the opposition. But
they would likely be bringing this bill to Parliament if they were in government, like Liberal
governments elsewhere with similar states of emergency with longer or no time limits. By criticising
the stage 4 lockdown they make me ask: what would they have done differently? Can they be trusted
with the task of disease control?
None of these arguments against the bill, however, justify prematurely restricting the ability of the
chief health officer to bring this outbreak to a close and to prevent or control future outbreaks. When
scientific research reveals a grave threat to our society and shows how to prevent it, even if it involves
personal sacrifices to prevent something we cannot see, the Greens will back the science. That is why
the Greens will vote for this bill.
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (16:34): I rise to speak on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment
(State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020. As other speakers, both in the other
place and here from the Liberal-Nationals, have said, we oppose this bill. We do so for a number of
reasons, primarily because six months is just too long. We believe that without accountability, without
flexibility, the government cannot be trusted to get on top of this pandemic. They have not done so
yet, and giving them the additional incentive, shall we say, of coming back to the Parliament every
month to extend the state of emergency gives the people of Victoria the right to understand why that
is happening, to understand the data, to understand the reports and to have the Parliament undertake
its democratic and legitimate role.
We do not oppose this bill because we think—as others have said—that you can go in Melbourne
from stage 4 to stage zero overnight. We do not oppose this bill because we do not think there should
be any restrictions after 13 September. That is absurd. There do need to be continued restrictions to
get on top of this pandemic. I come from a country seat, and there are eight local governments that
overlap with Ripon. We are down to two of the eight with a case; Ballarat has five and the Pyrenees
shire has one. I am very hopeful that the Pyrenees shire will be cleared very soon. But there are large
swathes of my electorate that have never had a case, and yet here we all are in stage 3 in the country
in a set of circumstances which no longer seem fit for purpose, and that is why we say that this bill is
not the right bill at not the right time.
We have moved some amendments—and others have gone through most of those in great detail, so I
will not. However, I would like to talk about subclause (2) of clause 3, because what clause 3(2) of the
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bill does is it provides that a serious risk of the pandemic can include having no cases. Now, the member
for Brunswick has actually given a very good medical explanation of why that might be the case, but
the problem with this clause is not that bit in itself. The problem is it says ‘for a period of time’.
Now, the opposition has been the beneficiary of some legal advice from Marcus Clarke, QC, and
Vanessa Plain, and they address this clause in some detail. Specifically they say that it is so vague and
obscure as to lead to a linguistic absurdity or repugnance and inconsistency with the rest of the act—
because of course ‘a period of time’ could be one day, but equally it could be 11 months. As a result,
that clause could be used to enable the chief health officer to make very, very substantial reductions in
the liberty of people, with no cases for a very long time, and we do not think that that is good in law
as we follow the advice from the QC, but nor do we think that that is an appropriate thing to do. It is
sloppy drafting at the best but more likely a way of bringing this forward that just is unacceptable to
us and we think to most Victorians.
But there are other things wrong with the way that this bill is construed, and specifically it goes against
some of the provisions of the existing act. The act goes into quite a lot of detail about how it is to be
administered, and specifically it talks about principles of accountability and the principle of
proportionality. Both of those seek to ensure that as governments make decisions on public health they
inform the public of what they are doing. Specifically it says:
(1) Persons who are engaged in the administration of this Act should as far as is practicable ensure that
decisions are transparent, systematic and appropriate.
(2) Members of the public should therefore be given—
(a) access to reliable information in appropriate forms to facilitate a good understanding of public
health issues …

And then in terms of proportionality it says:
Decisions made and actions taken in the administration of this Act—
(a) should be proportionate to the public health risk sought to be prevented …; and
(b) should not be made or taken in an arbitrary manner.

I will just pick up on that arbitrary bit. We have had some extraordinary decisions made and then
unmade by the government in relation to restrictions. The markets one is the classic—I think that lived
for 35 minutes before it was overturned. But we have had significant other restrictions brought in and
then removed with really no changes to the cases in between and no possible change to the public
health advice, so where has been the evidence base for those decisions? That information is not given
to us, and we as the opposition demand that it is.
That is why we oppose this bill and have put forward these amendments. This bill is an immense power
grab by the Premier and the government over something they have failed at. We have the second wave
in this state because 99 per cent of the cases—99 per cent—came from hotel isolation, the failed hotel
isolation. Why did it fail? It failed because this government chose to use private security guards, private
security firms, instead of either or both the ADF and the police. As a result we have a second wave that
has led to thousands of cases, hundreds of deaths and millions of people in absolute misery. No wonder
Victorians are not all that keen when the government bowls up a bill and says, ‘Well, we’re going to
extend for another six months and we don’t want to put substantive accountability measures in’.
We are not opposing an extension of the state of emergency. We recognise that because of where we
find ourselves we need that. What we oppose is this government writing itself a blank cheque for
another six months of ineptitude. There is no walking away from this. The second wave in Victoria
was caused by public policy failure. I think some members of the government do not understand why
we are so angry about this. They do not take responsibility. They do not accept that it was their
decisions that led to this whether they are in the gang of eight or whether they are in the backbench
caucus and they are supporting the gang of eight. Those decisions have led to hundreds of Victorians
dying, and that is just not a good reason to come to us and say, ‘We’ll have more of the same
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accountability and oversight’, or in this case lack of accountability and oversight. That is why
Victorians will not cop it.
In my own electorate I sent out a survey to every single mobile phone number I have, and I have
received many, many back. What I learned from that was that 70 per cent of my constituents are
opposed to a 12-month extension—this was under the previous form of the bill. Ninety per cent
support temporary extensions subject to scrutiny and accountability. Victorians understand what you
have done wrong here, government, and they want information and accountability. This bill does not
deliver it, and we will not support it.
The SPEAKER: Members and staff in the chamber, we are now going to be witness to a little bit
of history for this place. The member for Morwell is now going to contribute to debate on a bill via
technology.
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (16:44): Thank you, Speaker, and hopefully you can hear me okay. If
you could give me the thumbs up—thank you—from afar. I would rather be there in person, but that
is for a whole other debate.
I do wish to make some comments on the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of
Emergency Extension and Other Matters) Bill 2020. The bill itself seeks to extend the ability for a
state of emergency to be declared from the current six months to 12 months, and beyond
16 September. As we know, the government, through its initial exposure draft bill, proposed an
extension of these powers for a further 12 months; however, this has now been amended to be a further
six-month period. The bill not only provides the chief health officer and the government with
additional time under the proposed provisions but it also provides additional powers to same.
More generally the state of emergency and state of disaster powers have had a significant impact right
across every single Victorian community. On that point I do wish to acknowledge the individuals and
families who have suffered as a result of the COVID-19 virus. It is a horrible virus. It has been an
extraordinarily traumatic and difficult time for those families who have endured the virus and have
lost loved ones along the way. Also to those who are working within the aged-care facilities, in our
hospitals and in other healthcare settings, many of whom have been put at risk and have actually
contracted this virus, our thoughts are with those people. It is just a horrible situation to think that many
people who are going in to care for others have actually contracted the virus. We send our best wishes
to all of them, including those who are doing the testing, of course. There have been more than
1 million tests undertaken, and to the personnel on the ground: we thank you for your work.
From a local perspective, unfortunately we have had quite a few active cases, including in Bupa Aged
Care Traralgon. Again not only local residents have contracted the virus but a number of healthcare
workers, and I know it is a difficult time for them and their families. But more generally people in our
community have accepted the restrictions pretty well and have done a pretty good job.
I think most recently across Gippsland there are 15 or 16 active cases with about 11 of those within
the Latrobe Valley. They are the direct impacts of the COVID-19 virus, but there are also what I would
describe as the indirect impacts of the virus due to the restrictions and directions that have been posed
under the state of emergency and also the state of disaster provisions. One of those is the
compassionate scenario, and I know some other members have raised the issues around funerals and
palliative care. It has just been terrible to observe and witness the many cases. Indeed one from today
comes to mind. I was talking to a lady in my electorate who has a sister who unfortunately is in
palliative care in Queensland. The difficulties that family has experienced and faced in a loved one not
being able to see a dying, direct relative in another state or attend a funeral are just absolutely
horrendous. We really need to understand the emotional toll scenarios like that are having upon people,
and of course that is extended to funerals as well.
Now, I am not saying that is just a Victorian government issue—it is as a consequence of border
restrictions in other states—but those types of situations are having an enormous impact upon people,
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as are the business hardships. We know that there has been some welcome financial assistance by state
and federal governments, but the business hardships are real. Many of my local businesses have closed,
probably never to reopen. There are mums and dads who have put their life investment into their
businesses. There are their employees, who are finding it difficult to find alternate employment,
particularly in an area of high unemployment. And then of course there are the financial, health and
mental health issues as well that extend into the community—people not being able to see loved ones,
their grandchildren, and elective surgery being cancelled. I understand why it might have been
cancelled, but there are health and mental health impacts upon those people. People are not attending
GP appointments, impacting their health. Homeschooling and education we have spoken about, and
even licence testing in regional Victoria is another liberty that has been taken away.
I understand these are not easy decisions for the government, but the reality is basic mistakes have
been made along the way, and unfortunately they have had dire consequences. And if you cannot get
the basics right, then everything else falls apart from my perspective. It is incumbent on people in the
community to do the right thing as well.
In some respects both governments, at state and federal government levels, have made some errors
along the way. I know they are unintentional, but they have had long-lasting impacts. And for a long
time I have been saying that there are a number of basics, such as testing, adequate quarantine, better
surveillance and contact tracing. Protecting the vulnerable, having adequate testing and turning those
test results around quickly are really important. In that context this bill seeks to not only extend the
period of time for a state of emergency but also provide for greater powers, and that does not sit right
with me. So that is why under standing orders I wish to advise the house of amendments to this bill
and request that they be circulated, please.
Independent amendments circulated by Mr NORTHE under standing orders.
Mr NORTHE: Just briefly, the first amendment is in relation to the declared time frame. The
government is seeking six months, and in my amendment I am proposing an additional three months
on top of the already six months. I am not opposed to a state of emergency—I know it is necessary
and needed—but I think that three months is a far better outcome.
My second amendment relates to part 2, clause 3, of the bill, which is a new provision to be inserted.
Within that section of the bill it essentially states that a state of emergency can be declared where the
rate of community transmission is low or there are no new cases of COVID-19 for a period of time,
and I rhetorically ask: what is the description of ‘low’, and what is the period of time? Clause 3 seems
to afford enormous powers to the chief health officer, whose opinion, with all due respect, can override
any real data or statistics. Well, that is what I interpret that clause to suggest as well. Similarly, I know
there have been concerns articulated around clause 6 of the bill in that the chief health officer can direct
or authorise authorised officers to exercise emergency powers if reasonably necessary to do so.
Previously just the word ‘necessary’ was in there, so I guess the rhetorical question there is also: what
is ‘reasonably necessary’?
I know a number of medical practitioners have written an open letter to the Premier raising similar
concerns to those I have, particularly around clause 3 of the bill. I will not have time to quote them,
but basically they are supporting—along similar lines—my concerns around those particular clauses.
In my view there must be a balance of tackling the virus and at the same time having regard to the
economic, the health and the mental health impacts upon businesses, individuals, families and
communities in making any policy announcement with regard to state-of-emergency powers and the
actions that come with that.
I am concerned about the lack of oversight and accountability relating to the decisions that have been
made and how these same decisions have been arrived at, and that is why—by way of a notice of
motion—I believe a parliamentary oversight committee should be established to monitor and inquire
into the government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and that will be on the notice paper
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tomorrow. I know similar committees have been established in other jurisdictions, such as the ACT,
South Australia and New Zealand.
In closing, Victoria does need a plan moving forward, and I know the Premier has stated that he will
announce a road map on Sunday. I trust that will provide some hope for Victorians. But given the
reality is that we have to live with this virus for an extended period of time, there needs to be a plan
also for how we live with the virus, and I say in the strongest of possible terms: we cannot keep locking
Victorian communities down in the manner that has occurred in the past six months if an outbreak
occurs. The devastation would be just too great for many individuals, businesses, families and
communities. I do believe if the government gets the basics right, the net imposition on the majority
of Victorians can be reduced. I do believe the bill before us does not provide adequate or appropriate
oversight, and I also believe the period of time the government is seeking to extend the state-ofemergency powers by is far too long. So on that basis I am opposed to this bill before us.
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (16:54): I am delighted to rise and make a contribution on the
Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (State of Emergency Extension and Other Matters)
Bill 2020. We have certainly seen how coronavirus has changed the world and shown us how quickly
it can turn the world upside down. It has reminded us how we took things for granted: dining out with
friends and family, and visiting parents and children.
During this pandemic, seven out of the eight jurisdictions got it right. Also during this time, seven out
of the eight jurisdictions managed it well, seven out of the eight jurisdictions sought help and assistance
and seven out of the eight jurisdictions were not arrogant. Victoria, sadly, has become the ugly
duckling, the laughing-stock, the train wreck of Australia. Coronavirus did not begin in Australia. It
did not come in by mail. It was not brought in by animals. It flew in on A380s. Anyone could see that
if you stopped the spread at the airport, you stopped the spread of COVID-19. In the year 2020 most
would think that was a simple task. Well, for seven out of the eight jurisdictions it was. They reached
out, they got support, and they are now back on track. The Andrews Labor government wanted to
continue on looking after their mates and getting jobs for the boys and did not call in the ADF and
others for support when we needed the support. Even in the pandemic it was estimated early on that
up to 60 000 Australians could possibly die.
Back in March the Premier was pleading with Victorians. ‘Take this deadly virus seriously’, he would
say. And guess what, Premier? Victorians did. It seemed the only people who did not take it seriously
were you and the gang of eight. History will show that the Andrews Labor government
single-handedly brought about what we now see is officially a recession in Australia—thanks to the
Premier. What a legacy you will leave. Only Labor can make such monumental stuff-ups and then
have a second crack at it.
Now, this legislation will give Victorian Labor six more months of trial and error. This is unacceptable.
When will you learn? When will you accept responsibility for your failures, broaden the gang of eight,
let other jurisdictions show you what success looks like? It is not that difficult. A quote I read about
leadership: the true test of leadership is how well you function in a crisis. Well, I am sorry, Premier; this
time you do not get to mark your own homework. Others have already judged. And now, as Victoria is
starting to reel in the new cases, we certainly want to thank the federal government for their support and
the ADF troops and of course the extra cash that has been poured into Victoria to support us.
Victoria can now see a small light, a flicker of a flame, way down the end of the road. But I will tell
you that the people of the Ovens Valley are as mad as hell. Regional Victorians, like most
Melburnians, have done the right thing. They have jumped through every hoop; they have played by
the rules. But they are absolutely filthy that this Labor government, after the mess that it oversaw,
wants to still be in charge and still call the shots. I have had hundreds upon hundreds of emails saying,
‘Don’t let the Victorian government have full control over our lives again’, with words like ‘Don’t let
them write a blank cheque over us’, ‘Small business cannot cope with more stuff-ups’. People in
Bright, Wangaratta and Yarrawonga have said, ‘We can’t trust this government to learn from their
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mistakes. Keep the virus away from us, but let us do business locally in our communities’. There is
minimal coronavirus in the regions, and Labor is turning this virus from a health hazard into a jobs
crisis and a local economic disaster. Let the regions trade, safely of course.
We have proved that we can find the way out, find a way back to the light. In towns like Cobram,
Yarrawonga—border towns on the Murray—it feels like Checkpoint Charlie to try to get over to New
South Wales. Doing grocery shopping, going to school or going to work is a difficult task now. But
now the New South Wales government has shown some common sense and applied rules to fit the
circumstances, and I am confident we will start to have normality back. But all this could be in vain.
The Victorian border towns—Cobram, Yarrawonga, Echuca, Wodonga—must have their restrictions
lifted back to stage 2 as soon as possible. Regional people have earned that right. You can repay their
hard work by allowing them to trade—safely of course.
This bill demonstrates that our democracy is still under fire in Victoria.
Business interrupted under resolution of house today.
Adjournment
The SPEAKER: Order! The time has come for me to interrupt business according to the resolution
of the house. The member will have the opportunity to continue his contribution when the matter is
next before the house. The house is now adjourned.
House adjourned 5.00 pm.
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COVID-19
Mr WELLS (Rowville)
This statement condemns the Andrews government for the completely unacceptable attempt to extend the state
of emergency for a further 12 months. The reason why a declaration of a state of emergency is strictly time
limited is clear: because such massive government powers over the lives of Victorians must not be open ended.
The Andrews government have proven that they are incapable of ensuring Victorians’ safety, as the hotel
quarantine disaster is the main reason behind this second wave. Now this power-hungry, incompetent
government wants to have total control with no accountability for another year. This goes against the
traditional Westminster parliamentary system and is anti-democratic.
The people of Victoria deserve better than this government; they deserve to have their voices heard. My office
has been flooded with emails and phone calls from concerned constituents who are desperate to hold onto their
rights and freedom as citizens. The negative mental and financial impact stage 4 lockdowns are having on
Victorians is huge. Hearing that this incompetent government may have the ability to continue to put restrictions
in place without any scrutiny is causing more stress and heartache for Victorians, who are already suffering.

RAMON CODY
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations, Minister for the Coordination of Treasury and Finance: COVID-19)
I wish to acknowledge to the house the passing of Ramon Cody, a long-time comrade and resident of my
electorate of Werribee.
Known as Ray to us all in the local Labor team, he was a true believer in spirit and in his actions. He was
loyal and genuine, and he was committed, always willing to put his hand up to help his community and put
the needs of others before himself.
Ray’s great loves were his family, first and foremost; the Werribee community; and the Australian Labor Party.
His love for his wife and children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren was evident to all. He spoke fondly
of them, and we shared his proud moments recalling with pride the exploits of his grandson Nick Cody out
on the comedy trail. Nick inherited some of his grandad’s humour and jokes!
And he was so proud to pass on his love of the Labor movement, cheering on another grandson Daniel Parsell
at the federal election in 2019.
Ray shared the Labor values of fairness and equality for all, no matter what your personal circumstances or
background.
One of Ray’s proudest moments that I witnessed was the presentation of his life membership of the ALP. Ray
and I had a photo taken at the presentation with the now Premier. That photo, although we all looked a bit
younger then, took pride of place in Ray’s room at his aged-care home.
He was always true to his word and an enduring support. His wit, his jokes, and his stories kept us entertained
and lightened the day.
We thank Ray for his friendship and will miss him dearly.
Sincere condolences to his loved ones and to those who share the sadness of the passing of a true diamond in
the rough.

POLICE RESOURCES
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains)
Speaker, I have presented to the house a petition from residents of my electorate in Echuca South, who have
been complaining for a few years about hoons in and around their normally quiet streets.
Their petition quickly gained hundreds of signatures from locals and also attracted the attention of the
Campaspe highway patrol, which ordered regular patrols within a week of the petition’s launch.
That resulted in an arrest and a car seizure.
However, they were unable to maintain those patrols because of the underlying problem being confronted
across the electorate of Murray Plains—there simply are not enough police to properly protect the residents.
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The Minister for Police and Emergency Services needs to make an urgent review of staffing levels across all
regional Victoria—small towns are left with no police presence; many others only have part-time support.
This is leading to rising regional crime statistics—and that is getting worse every year.
If we continue without an increase in police numbers—uniformed and detectives—in regional Victoria, it
won’t be long before I will be back to the house with far more serious and confronting crimes than hooning,
as this staffing policy is already leading to an increase in crime.

BILL STEPHEN
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers)
I was fortunate to meet the late Fitzroy legend and state back-pocket player Bill Stephen once. Bill approached
and introduced himself. I knew who he was of course but couldn’t understand why this legend of the game
would want to talk to a ratbag member of parliament.
To my utter surprise he kindly informed me I had a great-aunt Polly, his mother’s and my grandma’s sister;
that he played with Ray, an uncle who played in the centre at Fitzroy; and lastly that he had talked my dad
out of trying out at Brunswick Street oval for Fitzroy. Playing football was not a certain way to earn a living,
was Bill’s advice to my father.
I was truly surprised and so grateful for the generous manner he provided me with this potted family history.
My lasting impression from that day was his kindly manner, his sharp mind and his fingers bound by muscles.
His body was still powerful and strong, belying the many years of playing in the back pocket and being
whacked and hit by opposition forwards.
You could tell that Fitzroy Football Club was embedded in the heart of Bill. He played for 10 years from
1947, retiring from playing at the young age of 29 years old. The day he retired was the end of his first stint
coaching Fitzroy. He was appointed to coach Fitzroy on another two occasions and then went on to coach
Essendon, giving young players such as Tim Watson and Merv Neagle their start.
Many kind words have been written about the grace and kindness of Bill. I’m sure they are all true. I felt a little
of those when we meet. But in my reading in recent days, I would suggest his most important characteristic
was his utter determination to overcome his lack of speed, a hip that didn’t work properly and one leg being
shorter than the other. This meant Bill couldn’t accelerate—quite a problem for a league footballer.
As Bill said of his disability:
I had to become a master of concentration, anticipation, judgement and determination to compete with
champions of the game every week.
And that he did, being the state back-pocket player 14 times.
Vale, Bill Stephen. My deepest sympathies to Betty.

COVID-19
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield)
At a time when Victorians have experienced some of the toughest lockdown restrictions on our lives in
Victoria’s history, including lives and livelihoods lost due to the COVID-19 pandemic, I thought it might be
time to share some hope and optimism.
The Caulfield electorate that I am proud to serve has some of the best schools, sporting groups and community
organisations that reflect the best examples of service beyond oneself and to the community.
In February we saw millions of dollars raised to assist with bushfire relief, and during this pandemic we have
seen it again.
There are schools like Yeshiva-Beth Rivkah, under the leadership of new principal Dr Waronker, which was
one of the first to experience an outbreak but worked tirelessly to get on top of it and had processes in place
immediately. Leibler Yavneh principal Cherylyn Skewes had some concerns early on and worked hard to
ensure the school was properly prepared and the school community informed. Caulfield Junior College, under
the leadership of Chris Chant, have adapted to online learning, and it was a pleasure to be a guest teacher to
grades 5 and 6 students. I also had an opportunity to speak at St Anthony’s Primary School, thanks to teacher
Melanie Norton. The kids had some great questions, passed on by school captains Sally and Marley.
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I wanted to take this opportunity to also share some positive stories to show that all is not lost and that there
is a great deal of good being done now. If there is anything that brings the best out in Australians it is difficult
situations like the COVID-19 pandemic.
Locally, many volunteers and organisations have been upping their efforts to help those most in need.
Mazon, a community organisation, has started a ‘soup share bag’ campaign, where they deliver bags of fresh
vegetables and the recipes required to cook them to other community organisations to hand out to those most
in need. It was wonderful to work with Ellen Frajman from Mazon and deliver some of these bags to those that
were in lockdown in the North Melbourne commission flats. I also wanted to pay tribute to Muslim leaders
Nasa Ige and Ring Maker, who did an amazing job supporting many families suffering from the lockdown.
Organisations include Pekelach, Jewish Care Victoria, National Council of Jewish Women of Australia (Vic),
Golden Age Club, Hope Co-Op, Temple Beth Israel’s Project Dignity Crisis Relief, and the Salvation Army.
They have so far given hundreds of packages.
Local Tony Lotzof overheard a couple in a socially distanced bakery discussing if they could afford to buy
both face masks and bread. This conversation catalysed him to action. He contacted some friends to see what
they could do. The result? Over 20 000 face masks and 3000 bottles of hand sanitiser have been handed out
to those in need. Thanks to Tony from Leash It and his friend Brett Goldin from Steri Solutions International,
they donated over 3000 masks that I was able to then distribute into the Caulfield electorate.
C Care, under the leadership of Shlomo Nathanson, have been feeding and supporting those in need within
our community for over 10 years. During COVID-19 they have been feeding over 300 families with hearty
meals cooked by volunteers.
The great team of very hardworking volunteers at Chabad on Carlisle, under the leadership of Rabbi Sufrin,
have regularly been cooking up delicious food packages that are delivered to isolated seniors.
Souper Kitchen, under the leadership of Sarah and Avi Bendetsky and with a number of great volunteers, and
Passionate Restaurant & Catering have come together to provide Victorians doing it tough with much-needed
supplies like food, toiletries, cleaning products and the like.
These are but a few examples of the important work being done by tireless volunteers and philanthropic efforts
within the community. I want to thank you all for what you give of yourselves to help improve the community.

JEWISH COMMUNITY HOLY DAYS
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield)
I wanted to finish by saying we are coming up to the Jewish high holy days, and this is normally a time when
families and the community would come together for prayers in synagogues across our electorate.
Unfortunately this will not be possible this year, but thanks to the great leadership of the Rabbinical Council
of Victoria we are looking at options to ensure residents get the opportunity to hear the shofar—ram’s horn—
sounded throughout our streets and suburbs. I particularly wanted to thank Rabbi Moshe Kahn, Rabbi Daniel
Rabin, Rabbi Danny Mirvis, Rabbi Elisha Greenbaum, Stephen Schnider and executive director Rachel
Mihalovich for their great work on this. We are not there yet, but I hope the government will allow us a way
forward on this.
On that note as we head towards the Jewish New Year I wanted to wish everyone a shana tova, and I hope
that next year will be a better one for all of us.

COVID-19
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater)
We are in a moment in time unlike any other and, yes, unprecedented.
It is a challenge that has required the best of us and required our community to sacrifice much.
Many are doing it tough, and this pandemic has left no person unaffected, as is the sad nature of this global
pandemic.
Because we are in this together.
And today in my first written-only submission to Parliament due to some measures in place at Parliament to
operate in a COVID-safe way, I wanted to do something simple and say thanks.
To everyone in our community, you are all doing an amazing job, I’m in awe of all of you dealing with
everything COVID throws up.
I know there’s a lot of uncertainty. I know. I get your frustration; I understand it. I hear you.
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My heart goes out to our amazing community—amazing. And you are that—amazing—and nothing short of
that. I am so proud, so very proud.
To our educators, our emergency services, our healthcare workers, and our workers still out there each and every
day, stacking shelves and keeping us safe among so many other things—you’re bloody amazing. Thank you.
Together, we will get through this.
We will see the other side.
We will conquer this thing and we will see each other once again.
Until then, please, for the sake of every Victorian, listen to the advice of our health experts, abide by the
restrictions and do the right thing, and please, all, just keep safe and keep well.
I also know you have lots of questions. My team and I are doing our best to handle as many as we can via
phone and email in a timely manner.
You’re always very welcome to contact me; hopefully you all know that by now.
Again, thank you and take care.

COVID-19
Mr TILLEY (Benambra)
Several weeks ago, I wrote to the NSW and Victorian premiers asking that they be our champions, that they
recognise our COVID-free status and allow our communities that span the border to go about their lives.
NSW’s response was an easing of the criteria around border permits.
Victoria’s has been silence.
In Albury—5 kilometres from Wodonga’s main street—restaurants and cafes are open, pubs are pulling
beers, people are going to the movies, kids are going to school, casual workers are getting shifts and personal
trainers are getting people fit and healthy.
None of that happens on our side of the Murray River.
Your unnecessary restrictions have locked down a community that hasn’t seen one active case in the region
since this began.
Albury, with its greater freedoms, had three cases just two months ago.
You have punished a community that has stuck to your rigid rules. Blinded by Melbourne’s second wave you
have failed to recognise that the threat is almost non-existent out here.
It would be even less if you could actually maintain a ring around Melbourne.
So on Sunday—when you release your regional road map—there can be no more spin.
Forget the ‘all in this together’ and ‘this virus doesn’t discriminate’ lines and truly reflect that this community
should be rewarded for doing the right thing—free up businesses that you cruelly shut down, get the kids back
to school, give certainty to community sport and let NSW see that it is safe to return to our cross-border life.
No more ‘spin doctored’ versions of restrictions—show us that you see us, that you truly, fully have a plan
that recognises we are different from Melbourne.

COVID-19
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West)
Our regional communities, like all of Victoria, have been doing it tough over the past few months. COVID-19
has changed the lives of everyone.
Perhaps no more so than for students across our schools, their families and our fabulous educators.
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, work has continued on important new school builds and upgrades.
Three school infrastructure projects in Bendigo West have reached important milestones recently.
Castlemaine Secondary College have reached a significant milestone in their rebuild with the earlier than
anticipated partial practical completion of the performers precinct. This new precinct is part of a larger
package of works at the school, including the artisans precinct and associated site works that are continuing.
These are scheduled for completion in December.
The stages 3 and 4 works are thanks to the $11.75 million allocated for Castlemaine Secondary College in the
2018 budget.
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Kalianna School is progressing well into its final stages and the students recently moved in to their brand-new
classroom block with flexible learning areas and collaborative meeting spaces. Blocks B and C are also being
refurbished as part of the $10.076 million invested by this government for these final stages.
Students at Winters Flat PS now have access to first-rate classrooms and facilities with the completion of the
$2.9 million upgrade, delivering new architect-designed modular buildings including a multipurpose hall with
storage and an art room.
I’m looking forward to being able to visit these schools to see firsthand the new projects.
Thank you to all the principals, teachers, support staff, parents, carers and students for their courage in
adapting to remote learning during this pandemic. Thanks to their commitment, dedication and perseverance
home-based learning has been possible and achievable.

COVID-19
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook)
COVID-positive—it is not what we want to hear at the moment, but I think it is essential to highlight the
positive things that are occurring in our community, because there are many.
In what is a concerning and uncertain time for young people we have seen their resilience and their kindness
shine through—like young Annie, who used the power of social media to make and sell colourful beaded
bracelets to raise money for a local charity who provides the day-to-day essential items for families in need;
and young Alyssa from Upper Beaconsfield, who wrote and recorded her own Thank the Nurses song to show
her appreciation for our healthcare workers.
During what has been a historic season of AFL, three of our bright young stars in the Gembrook electorate
have seen their AFL debut—Cody Weightman and Callum Porter with the Western Bulldogs and Jake Aarts
with the Richmond Tigers.
We always knew how special our teachers are, but witnessing them ensure our children’s education continues at
home has proven it further. My Casey Cardinia outstanding teachers competition had over 500 nominations, and
I would like to congratulate Amanda Mollard from Beaconsfield Primary School, Markus Munday from
Beaconhills College, Pakenham, and Kristen Poulton from Timbarra P-9 again on being this year’s prize winners.
Residents in Gembrook stepped up to the challenges that the COVID-19 pandemic has brought, giving back to
the community—from Shoheli Sunjida for making face masks for locals, Brijal Parikh for continuing to deliver
for others and Beaconhills and St Margaret’s students, to name a few, writing thank-you letters to first responders.
I have always been proud of the community I live in and represent, but I have never been prouder of the
kindness and resilience showed by all during these challenging times.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe)
The Andrews Labor government is repairing, expanding and building new kinders so every child can access
three-year-old kinder as the groundbreaking program rolls out across the state.
I’m pleased to announce that a new early learning centre will be built in Rosanna, thanks to a $1.5 million
contribution from the Andrews Labor government in partnership with Goodstart Ltd.
The $4.47 million facility is estimated to be completed in late 2021, ahead of the statewide rollout of funded
universal three-year-old kinder in 2022.
The old and substantial former Uniting Church venue in Bellevue Avenue will be the site of this important
investment for Rosanna families. The kindergarten development will be a welcome enrolment feeder for
places like Rosanna Primary School.
As a local Rosanna resident barely a block away, I know how important this investment is for local families.
The project is one of 13 across Victoria that the Minister for Education announced will share in more than
$13.8 million in the first round of grants under the Building Blocks program.
The funding will deliver an integrated children’s centre, three new early learning facilities, two modular
buildings, and seven kindergarten expansions across the state.
Together the projects will create new kinder places, as well as boosting local jobs and local businesses as
these areas rebuild from the economic impacts of coronavirus.
The Building Blocks program creates additional places, as well as improving facilities and access to
technology, for three- and four-year-old kinder providers across Victoria.
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This is part of our Labor government’s $5 billion investment in funded universal three-year-old kinder for all
Victorian children—in an Australian-first.

COVID-19
Mr HODGETT (Croydon)
I rise today to pay tribute to every single business owner in Victoria that has fought tooth and nail to stay
afloat and remain open since the onset of COVID-19. Businesses have been left devastated and with no plan
and no way forward since the Premier and his failed ministers took a wrecking ball to the Victorian economy
and ripped the heart and soul out of business.
In Main Street, Croydon, alone so many shops have been vacated and emptied, closed for the foreseeable
future, and those permitted businesses still operating are struggling to remain open due to running costs and
very little turnover.
Businesses need hope and a way back. They deserve a clear and concise plan that doesn’t change or get
reinterpreted overnight like the last horrific set of stage 4 guidelines outlined by this anti-business government.
Some local businesses I speak to would prefer to be off JobKeeper; they want to work and they want reemploy their staff but are held back and cut off at the knees at every turn by this anti-business government.
This brings me to my next point of sole traders, hardworking mums and dads trying to make ends meet.
According to the Andrews government, sole traders will continue to be excluded from any financial support
because, ‘Many of them don’t actually have a tax-paying relationship with the state’. This is a slap in the face
for decent, hardworking sole traders in Victoria.
Victoria—Melbourne—has transitioned from being an economic powerhouse to the laughing-stock of the
nation, and it is at the hands of this hapless, hopeless government that we are in this position.
I implore this government to provide businesses that need and deserve it a clear, concise, road map back to
being operational and profitable once again.

DENNIS JORDAN
Ms WARD (Eltham)
Congratulations and happy birthday to Eltham North resident Dennis Jordan, who recently turned 100.
Dennis has lived an extraordinary life. At 17 he became a RAF pilot in London, fighting bravely around the
world during the Second World War. He remembers not long after war was declared, as a young pilot in 1939,
being taken for ‘joy flights’ around Croydon in the Messerschmitt six-seater passenger plane owned by
Germany’s foreign minister, von Ribbentrop. The aircraft still bore the German insignia. The RAF took him
all over the world—to far-flung places like Ghana, South Africa, Sierra Leone and Australia. Dennis recalls the
hospitality of the South Africans, and particularly their Jewish community, who sent cars to pick them up at the
docks and take them for outings or to special events. In 1942 on the ship bound for Australia their propeller
broke, leaving them floating for two days in the Indian Ocean, ‘walking around in stocking feet, speaking in
whispers, and cursing anyone who so much as dropped a spoon because submarine packs were supposed to
frequent the area’. Spending time in Sydney, Dennis was amazed at the kindness with which the RAF were
received by locals. His recollections of flying over the sea north of Darwin defending against the Japanese are
vivid. Leaving the RAF in 1946, Dennis chose to settle in Australia and studied at the Melbourne Teachers
College and Melbourne University. His new career in education began. While teaching, a scholarship supported
him to study speech pathology at Melbourne University. Dennis then rose through the ranks and was made a
professional officer in the education department, overseeing 115 speech pathologists and 52 speech pathology
clinics throughout Victoria. He married the love of his life, Margery, and they raised two children together. He
retired from the education department in 1980. Today Dennis is looked after by his son Robert and daughter
Anne and their families with tender loving care. Dennis loves working with his hands and continues to garden
to this day. He enjoys reading on the Kindle and, amazingly, hits the treadmill twice a day!
Thank you for all you have given our country and our state, Dennis.

COVID-19
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne)
Today I would like to speak about the hard lockdown in nine inner-city public housing estates between 4 July
and 18 July 2020.
On Saturday 4 July residents in nine inner-city public housing towers across North Melbourne in my
electorate and neighbouring Flemington were put into ‘hard lockdown’.
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Residents were not allowed to leave their apartments, even for essential food and medicine, and friends and
family were not allowed to bring in these supplies.
Despite the Premier announcing that everyone would be looked after, this was not the case.
Throughout the lockdown period I worked closely with residents who were unable to get the food, essential
supplies and medication that they needed.
This included a woman who had a sick baby in the NICU in hospital, unable to get breastmilk to her baby or
to visit her baby. It included a woman unable to get clean needles for her diabetic child, who had to rinse and
re-use needles. It included a frail, elderly woman who couldn’t cook for herself but was provided no extra
support when her carers were removed, and a woman who was denied a mental health check despite reporting
self-harm.
It was only through the generosity and hard work of local community members, such as AMSSA Youth
Connect, as well as my office and volunteer groups, that these residents were able to get the food and
medicines they needed.
Yet even these community groups were often blocked from being able to do this work and had to constantly
fight for information and engagement from DHHS and other government agencies.
The hard lockdown brought into clear focus the long-term neglect of public housing tenants; the risk faced by
residents living in overcrowded, poorly maintained public housing; and the failures of DHHS to properly
protect, or even communicate with, their tenants during this pandemic.
Now almost two months later, residents and community groups tell me they still have not been provided any
formal pandemic plan or community engagement plan by DHHS.
The Ombudsman’s inquiry will no doubt make recommendations for how the Office of Housing, DHHS and
other government agencies can do better when it comes to public housing.
But at the very least I urge the Minister for Housing to ensure a formal plan for infection control and
community engagement is made public as soon as possible, with transparent methods and mechanisms based
on best practice. This is the least that these residents deserve after so many government failures let them down.

COVID-19
Mr EREN (Lara)
Through the devastation that has been COVID-19, we have seen some organisations and businesses take on
innovative and community-driven endeavours to ensure that they can still deliver for their communities.
This has certainly been the case in my electorate of Lara.
I really want to flag one of those organisations, who are working very hard in such trying times to continue
to deliver an amazing service.
I have spoken in this house on numerous occasions about the amazing work that Northern Futures do.
Northern Futures is not primarily an employment program. Although they offer certificate-level skills and
training courses that lead to opportunities for employment, their primary focus is addressing the needs of
people living in entrenched disadvantage.
During COVID-19 they have amazingly continued to deliver their services.
Staff are working remotely, and contact with clients is being carried out through texts, phone calls, Zoom
meetings and social media.
Thanks to support from the Gordon, classes such as individual support and business basics have been set up
so students and trainers are able to communicate and remote learning continues.
The Northern Futures team, in conjunction with the ongoing support of the Gordon, is also planning for how
future courses will look. They are taking on board what the need from the employment sector will be so they
can offer courses to cater for future employment.
This process would not have been easy for anyone involved.
I thank them, along with other business and organisations who are doing the same, for being adaptable and
committed to the communities they support so these valuable services can still be delivered.
We all know the daunting future we are facing in terms of unemployment projections.
That’s why I strongly supported an extension of their funding until the new budget is delivered later in the year.
I am very pleased that this was successful and that the Treasurer announced $184 000 to provide tailored
education and training to jobseekers in Geelong’s northern suburbs.
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The funding is on top of the initial $100 000 that was provided to Northern Futures for the 2018–19 and 2019–
20 financial years.
Northern Futures has been a lifeline for so many Geelong residents, helping them find secure employment
and a steady future—it is fantastic to see them supported even further so they can continue their good work.
The service Northern Futures provides is invaluable and appreciated, so special thanks to Joan Benjamin, Lyn
Morgan and the team for all of their hard work.
I look forward to continuing to support all organisations such as Northern Futures in my electorate during
these difficult times.

DENDY STREET PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton)
With two primary schools nearby, St Joan of Arc School and Brighton Beach Primary School, the pedestrian
railway crossing at the Dendy Street and New Street roundabout in Brighton needs an urgent upgrade.
Currently, there are no barriers to stop pedestrians from walking onto the tracks. Year 5 and 6 students from
St Joan of Arc primary recently wrote to me to share their concerns about the lack of safety at the crossing.
Grade 5 student Oliver wrote to me: ‘It is so unsafe I’ve even nearly been hit … I’ve seen some very close
calls’. Audrey wrote: ‘I get really afraid that my little brother will forget what to do and will run across without
thinking’. Ella wrote: ‘Every time a person crosses, it is a fatal accident waiting to happen!’. I call on the state
government to urgently commit to funding this long overdue improvement to local safety. Young Carlo said
it best when he wrote: ‘The cost of a gate is nowhere as much as the cost of a human life’.

COVID-19
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton)
Victorians are being kept in the dark because the Premier refuses to release up-to-date data identifying where
the coronavirus is occurring. The community should know if there is an outbreak in their own locality. There
is no doubt that the community is being kept in the dark and information is being hidden. Enough is enough.
The state government must be more transparent and stop hiding the truth from the Victorian community.

COVID-19
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton)
The Rotary Club of Brighton, in partnership with the Brighton Covenant of Christian Churches and Brighton
Primary School football club, have come together to support the staff at the Alfred hospital and the Royal
Melbourne Hospital. Over 1000 gratitude packs have been packed and prepared by volunteers as a token of
our community’s support and appreciation for our health workers. Congratulations to all of those involved in
this worthy cause.

NEPEAN HIGHWAY NOISE BARRIERS
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton)
Despite constituents calling on the state government to install proper noise mitigation barriers along the
Brighton side of Nepean Highway, the government has refused initial requests to fund and install these
barriers. As Robyn recently wrote to me: ‘The old wooden fencing is inadequate and very outdated’, or as
Sonia said: ‘The traffic can be heard by throughout our house day and night, loudly. We believe the current
regular fence is grossly inadequate, it seemingly provides no noise protection whatsoever. Not only is there
growing amount of traffic on the highway but the fencing is rotted & it is falling down in parts’. My whole
community knows that the current wooden barriers are aged and provide little protection from loud traffic
noise from this significant arterial road. My community also knows that this state Labor government ignores
our local needs.

COVID-19
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton)
Business is crippled. Livelihoods have been destroyed and jobs permanently lost. Whilst the Premier falsely
promises that he supports small business, the state Labor government has refused to help many businesses
who have applied to the Business Support Fund. Business owners who question the policy, including sole
traders, are not even sent an acknowledgement of their correspondence. Businesses without employees cannot
access the fund, putting thousands of sole traders at risk. Many of those businesses are run by women, who
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are being disproportionately hurt by the Premier’s eligibility rules. What is happening to sole traders is wrong
and it is unjust. The survival of sole traders is at risk.

HAMPTON ROADS
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton)
Congratulations to the Hampton community. We have had a huge community win and the Beach Road
bottleneck near Small Street in Hampton will be fixed; 1200 Bayside residents signed a petition calling for a
fix after identifying that the bottleneck was causing unnecessary delays and havoc in surrounding streets. As
Hampton resident John wrote to me: ‘Our amenity is diminished by the speeding cars, aggressive and
distracted drivers, noise, pollution and safety concerns. Action needs to be taken urgently’. This bottleneck
fix will be a big win for the Hampton community.

BRIGHTON NORTH GAS SUPPLY
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton)
After dragging their feet Multinet Gas have begun work to repair infrastructure that will provide 60 Brighton
North residents with gas when it rains. For the last year the infrastructure has degraded to the point of stopping
delivery after every downpour. Victoria is suffering from the pandemic, but we are also locked into our homes,
and access to essential services is paramount. The issue was raised with the Minister for Energy, Environment
and Climate Change, without response. And the Labor upper house member for the region, Nina Taylor,
publicly mocked the fact that residents were left without a gas supply. After media intervention, works are
now underway.

NEW STREET, BRIGHTON, DEVELOPMENT
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton)
Brighton residents are angry about the New Street redevelopment demolition commencing during the harshest
pandemic restrictions. As local resident Alec has written to me: ‘Beyond purely physical health, the mental
hardship this will put us through as this demolition slowly grinds along day after day (projected to go on, in
fact, for 6 months or more) is incalculable as we are forced to deal with every aspect of the COVID crisis, in
stage four lock-down, with a massive demolition effectively in our back yard’. Additionally, a group of
residents have raised serious concerns that the state government may not have followed the requirements of
the planning scheme, the Road Management Act 2004, nor can the community find a ministerial approved
waste management plan—as is required. Unsurprisingly the minister has not responded to representations
about these issues.

THOMAS STREET, BRIGHTON EAST, DEVELOPMENT
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton)
Many residents have written to me with concerns about the proposed development at 97–103 Thomas Street,
Brighton East—the former Lees nursery site. As David wrote to me: ‘Developers are cashing in and targeting
Bayside and neighbouring suburbs due to the demand for housing’. Maree has written: ‘We are highly anxious
about the proposed development’. And Lee wrote: ‘Our neighbourhood is concerned about the potential
inappropriate development of our quiet street’. Our community continues to be a target for development, in
spite of many expressing their overwhelming concerns and objections to proposals such as this development.

COVID-19
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum)
I wish to place on the record my heartfelt gratitude to the residents and businesses in my electorate of Carrum
who have worked so hard, as a collective, to minimise the spread of the coronavirus to save the lives of our
fellow Victorians.
I am humbled by the sheer scale of selflessness shown over the past six months by so many in my local
community. I am humbled by the countless acts of kindness, the enormous generosity and the extraordinary
sacrifice by people, many of whom themselves enduring immense hardship and distress.
Thank you to each and every one of you. Your actions in wearing a mask, keeping your distance of 1.5 metres,
getting tested when you feel sick, sticking to the night curfew, sacrificing time with family and friends,
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complying with the business rules in some of the most difficult of circumstances, looking out for your workers
and just trying so hard to do the right thing have saved countless lives. There is absolutely no question about it.
You have made sure that our infection rates have remained relatively low. You have made sure that our health
system has been able to cope and respond so that those who need the support get that support—whether it’s
at hospital, in an ICU ward, at our local GPs or at community clinics. You have worked so hard to support
our dedicated health professionals and personal care workers; and you’ve shown them immense respect and
understanding and insight—recognising that they, our extraordinary health professionals and carers, don’t get
to choose who they treat, which is why so many of them have become infected themselves. They have borne
the brunt of this virus, and we are indebted to them.
To my community, your support and understanding to drive down the number of coronavirus cases has been
immeasurable and you have saved lives. Thank you.

SUNBURY ELECTORATE ARTS AND CULTURAL PRECINCT
Mr J BULL (Sunbury)
I am pleased to report that a key milestone has been reached as we renew and revive the former Victoria
University campus on Jacksons Hill in Sunbury.
Speaker, members will recall that the Andrews Labor government took decisive steps to plan, protect and
retain this significant site for the community, including the development of a master plan and importantly
returning the Jacksons Hill site to the Sunbury community.
Our local arts community do amazing work and it’s why the Andrews Labor government is investing
$3 million to build our first arts and cultural precinct in partnership with a $3 million commitment from Hume
City Council.
As part of the community engagement and management of this project Council has formed a community
advisory group. It will give the community a direct say on how their arts and cultural precinct will look and
operate. The group recently held its first meeting and began a journey that will deliver the project.
I wish to congratulate the group of dedicated community advocates and leaders on their appointment, including
Tony Rains, Nicholas Germano, Dan Pedersen, Dean Duncan, Amanda Busuttil, Angus McTaggart, Jarrod
Bell, Elaine Brogan, Shona Davie, Peter Free, Hope Jenkins and Juan-Carlos Rodriguez-Deller.
I look forward to supporting your work and joining you as we revitalise Jacksons Hill and give our arts
community the hub that they deserve.

DULAP WILIM HUB, SUNBURY
Mr J BULL (Sunbury)
I am pleased to share that the brand-new community hub shared between Sunbury Downs College and
Sunbury Heights Primary School is now complete.
This fantastic project was delivered by the Andrews Labor government after a commitment from the Growing
Suburbs Fund and an additional commitment for an early learning centre.
The new building features multipurpose community spaces and meeting areas—including spaces for allied
health, training, employment support and kinder services.
This facility has been named Dulap Wilim Hub, Sunbury, meaning proud place. It will be a great asset to both
schools, the City of Hume as well as the broader community.
Although I am unable to visit and community are currently unable to use these facilities, it is fantastic to know
that when the time finally comes, residents, community groups and local organisations will be able to share
this space, connect and continue their great local work.
I very much look forward to the opportunity to visit the Dulap Wilim Hub, Sunbury.

COVID-19
Mr J BULL (Sunbury)
It was fantastic to recently host a COVID-19 forum for local community groups and organisations in my
electorate. Fourteen local organisations joined me to share how they have been coping through the COVID-19
pandemic.
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We covered a large array of issues throughout the meeting, including how organisations and community
groups have kept in contact with their members and how COVID-19 has often limited their outreach
capabilities.
We acknowledged the benefit of technology and how community have notably adapted to the different ways
of connecting with one another, particularly through online platforms.
Never has it been more important to keep connected, and I’d like to thank each of these organisations for their
time and their continued commitment to our wonderful community.

GEELONG ARTS CENTRE
Ms COUZENS (Geelong)
I am proud that the Andrews Government is investing in jobs in Geelong with a builder appointed and works
set to commence on Geelong Arts Centre’s Little Malop Street redevelopment.
I want to thank the Minister for Creative Industries and CEO Joel McGuinness for their commitment to the
Geelong Arts Centre redevelopment.
Lendlease has been appointed to deliver the $128 million project.
Lendlease’s ‘Geelong First’ commitment will put local partnerships, skills and innovation at the heart of the
project and will ensure local suppliers and tradespeople, including social enterprises, are invited to tender on
works packages throughout construction.
The company will participate in the GROW initiative that works to reduce unemployment and promote the
social prosperity of the region.
The Geelong Arts Centre’s Little Malop Street redevelopment is funded by the Andrews government and will
transform the existing building—providing new performance venues, vibrant new indoor and outdoor areas,
dining options, box office and front- and back-of-house facilities.
Designed by award-winning Victorian architects ARM, it is set to be another striking addition to Geelong’s
cultural landscape, furthering the city’s reputation as a UNESCO City of Design.
The project design is being informed by the guidance of the traditional owners, the Wadawurrung people, to
ensure that their history, culture and connection to the site are clearly reflected in the new centre.
Works are scheduled to get under way on site in late 2020, and the new centre is expected to open by 2023.
This project is a game-changer for the Geelong Arts Centre and the cultural life of our region. More than that,
it’s a boon for our economy and for local jobs.

AGED CARE
Mr HALSE (Ringwood)
Speaker, right across Victoria we are witnessing a crisis in aged care unfold before our very eyes.
A crisis that has been building for 7 years.
We have an aged care royal commission in progress. Its interim report is titled ‘Neglect’.
‘Neglect’, Speaker.
I extend my sincere and deepest condolences to the families who have lost a loved one in an Aged Care
facility due to the COVID-19 global pandemic.
I also send my solidarity to every single aged-care worker. Your work in recent days, weeks and months—on
the front line of this pandemic—has been extraordinary, and you have demonstrated the very best of our state.
I also note, Speaker, that aged care is a federal government responsibility. It’s federally regulated. It’s federally
funded. There’s a Commonwealth Aged Care Act 1997.
But, unfortunately, for 7 years aged care has been overlooked by this federal government.
The cries of workers, academics, economists, advocates, family members, unions and peak bodies have been
ignored.
All of these experts have been telling us one simple thing: the sector needs mandated care hours. It needs
more nurses, more carers, more staff.
Let’s never forget that older Australians built this country. They fought for this country. They cared for us.
So it’s our turn to care for them.
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I urge the Prime Minister and his team to act swiftly to see that the necessary changes to our aged-care system
are enacted—so that older Australians get the care they deserve.
We’ve heard enough talk, we’ve seen the evidence. Let’s get to it now, there’s no time to wait.

BRIDIE MCGUIRE
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows)
We draw strength from inspiration, especially in adversity. The people of Broadmeadows and the City of
Hume long ago celebrated the life of Bridie McGuire.
My mother’s voice, like so many of her silent, stoic generation, was rarely heard beyond our family. Her life
is a reminder of the greatest generation and the values we need to embrace in this new time of counterenlightenment.
Eulogy
Today we mourn the loss of Bridie McGuire. But we celebrate all her life has taught us. We honour Bridie’s
faith, hope and unconditional love. Her indomitable spirit still leaves us in awe.
Bridie was born and died during insane periods in history. She made her way in the world, raised her family
and helped build a community that honoured her life’s story as inspiring.
For sixty years she was married to the late Eddie McGuire. Our father was the gregarious, beating heart of
the family.
Our mother, Bridie, was the silence between beats, the shy constancy of purpose.
Her strength, compassion and kindness denied that miser fate. Bridie’s life is a triumph over adversity.
(Promenade sentimentale by Vladimir Cosma plays from here to the end.)
Born into the backlash to the birth of that terrible beauty in Ireland, and a world in ruins from the so-called
war to end all wars, Bridie Brennan from Boyle was a child of the Great Depression.
Little more than a girl, she was removed from school to be a farmer to help her family survive, and help raise
her younger siblings on that slice of Ireland that binds us with blood ties across the world and generations.
Her fondest childhood memory was a rare freedom, riding a white horse bareback at dawn. Her most reviled
chore was holding the bucket to catch blood for black pudding.
Daughter of a poor farmer, Bridie was determined not to become a poor farmer’s wife. Heading to England
for work she was confronted with the response: ‘No Irish’.
Undaunted, she pressed on and cared for soldiers recovering from the traumas of war. Mum met Dad, a
Scottish soldier, after the Second World War at Billy Butlin’s camp at Clacton-on-Sea.
They were not holiday makers, but were working the itinerant jobs that could be found. They then married in
London where their first child, Evelyn, was born.
Later they moved to Dad’s family home in Hamilton on the outskirts of Glasgow, where I arrived, shortly
delaying their great adventure.
When the last streamer snapped and the ship slipped the mother country’s embrace, Bridie and Eddie
McGuire Sr began a journey for the generations.
Like wave upon wave of post-war migrants, our parents had the imagination to dream of a better future for
our family and the courage to cross the world to pursue it—beyond the rancour of the march and the nightmare
of the dark, where all the dogs of Europe bark.
Mum’s brothers, Tom and Ted Brennan, had made this journey and generously shared their houses in
Melbourne until, a year to the day after arriving in Australia, our family moved into our own home, secured
through Mum’s generosity of spirit.
Bridie declared the concrete housing commission home an answer to her prayers, even though it had to be
hosed down in summer before you could sleep, and Broadmeadows was a raw fringe at the end of the line in
1959.
Mum would leave her muddy shoes on the platform alongside other job seekers’ boots, because there were
so few footpaths between our home and the railway station.
She worked in the factories where manufacturing helped underwrite Australia’s longest run of economic
growth, a world record.
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Such long days were lonely. After work, Dad cooked the evening meal. I’d hold it on a tray and we’d drive
to Ericsson’s so Mum could join us for dinner in the car.
Mum and Dad helped build the Broadmeadows community from this church, St Dominic’s, to social
networks, the regular Scottish dances where Mum’s shyness disappeared in a twirl, and parties at home where
fun, reminiscence and whisky flowed.
Eddie was the first Australian-born McGuire, and when Brigette arrived our nuclear family was complete.
Before fate there is family.
Our parents were intelligent people denied better opportunities because of time, place and circumstance.
Mum’s greatest regret was her lack of more formal education. The wound is the place where the Light enters
you, Rumi revealed.
Bridie taught her children to read before we went to school and fostered a love of learning. This insight is an
enduring legacy. How could Bridie’s children not respond to such heartfelt forces?
Ev is a career teacher. I know how good she is because of the number of parents who have told me.
Brigette is a university lecturer and businesswoman, who through her talent in tennis is spreading
opportunities internationally.
Ed took Mum’s direction to ‘read with expression’ so much to heart it has been a signature of his multimedia
career at home and abroad. Providing greater opportunities to the disadvantaged underscores his presidency
of the Collingwood Football Club.
Life-long learning has been a decades-long pursuit for me, founded here in Broadmeadows, internationally
acclaimed, inspired by Mum’s wisdom.
Bridie died surrounded by love, despite the pandemic.
Her light shines in her grandchildren and great-grandchildren confronting the greatest economic challenge
since the Great Depression. Generations to follow will benefit from her devotions.
Mum, for your unconditional love, for all you have done, and all that has taken, rest in peace. You could have
given no more. You could not be loved more. Your enlightenment shines the way for our future. Your legacy
lives.
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RIPON ELECTORATE
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (3574)
My question is to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure. I refer to the decision by the federal environment
minister that the disputed trees along the Western Highway between Buangor and Ararat do not have heritage
protection. I also refer to the ombudsman’s report into this project which found no material breaches of
process and that the ongoing delays and protests have cost up to $60 million. I acknowledge that Victoria
Police attended the protest site on 24 August and executed warrants and arrested several figures there. When
will my community of Ararat see this entire 12-kilometre section of road being built?

IVANHOE ELECTORATE
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (3575)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services.
What is the latest information regarding the approval of contractors to build the new $3 million Victoria State
Emergency Service headquarters in West Heidelberg?
By way of background, the new home for the Northcote SES was a November 2017 by-election commitment
of the Andrews government. Currently based in Alphington, the existing SES base is not fit for purpose, is
ageing and flood prone. It services the local government areas of Yarra, Banyule and Darebin.
The new site is located on the corner of Altona Street and Waterdale Road in West Heidelberg. Previous
advice has indicated that contracts for construction would be finalised in August 2020 with construction to
begin soon after and concluded in mid-2021.
Recent storms across suburban Melbourne demonstrate the need for SES volunteers and their professional
services. Delivering this important project as soon as possible is a top priority for the SES and my local
community.

OVENS VALLEY ELECTORATE
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (3576)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and is on behalf of Ross Brady
of Yarroweyah. Minister, since COVID-19 has placed such a financial burden on the Victorian government’s
finances, Ross has noticed a considerable increase in local highway patrol around the Cobram region. He
himself has had a vehicle forced off the road to get repairs. However, he was given 30 days to have the vehicle
back in shape. Under normal circumstances, 30 days would be adequate; however after 15 days the automotive
mechanic still has not received the parts due to a backlog on parts because of delays from COVID-19.
Mr Brady asks, ‘Will enforcement officers be permitted to extend the amount of time a vehicle is given to be
repaired before the mandatory 30 days makes the vehicle completely unregistered?’. This would cause more
and more expense to comply.
It is unfair if COVID delays make more and more expenses. Mr Brady already feels that the increase in police
and enforcement is more targeted as revenue raising than safety related.

CARRUM ELECTORATE
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (3577)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Education.
This has been a year like no other for Victorian students. I’ve been contacted by a number of students in my
electorate about their experiences with remote and flexible learning. Whilst some of the them have adapted well
and are coping, others have been having issues with remote learning and struggling with their mental health.
Minister, what kind of support is available for students in my electorate to help them with their remote learning
and their mental health challenges?
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MORNINGTON ELECTORATE
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) (3578)
In early July I wrote to the Premier to express my concern at the inclusion of the Mornington Peninsula when
stage 3 restrictions were reintroduced from the 8th and requested he immediately reverse that decision.
The Premier has not bothered to respond.
At that time there were seven municipalities with more cases than the peninsula not included in the
‘metropolitan’ area, and therefore not in stage 3, including Geelong.
When stage 4 restrictions began on 2 August the peninsula was again included, but Geelong was not.
Since 8 July Geelong has experienced 290 cases of coronavirus, the peninsula only 123.
Premier, peninsula people have endured the curfew, a 5-kilometre limit on movement, a maximum of 1 hour
per day of exercise. Enormous unnecessary damage has been done to the economy, and people are angry, yet
Geelong, with more than twice as many cases, is left at stage 3.
Why?
When you consider your ‘road map’ it is imperative that Geelong and the peninsula are at least treated equally.
If Geelong is not lumped into the metropolitan area, then neither must we be.
Premier, how can you justify the favourable treatment you have directed to the Geelong region while
continuing to punish the citizens of the Mornington Peninsula?

BROADMEADOWS ELECTORATE
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (3579)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure. What benefits will the completion of
the Metro Tunnel deliver for the Upfield line? This development is crucial for Victoria’s comeback. I’ve
launched a new model, the Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board 4.0, establishing Broadmeadows as a
prototype for economic and social recovery post COVID-19. Upfield station is strategically significant for
one of Victoria’s economic engine rooms, Melbourne’s north, with a spur built into the Ford Motor
Company’s landmark Campbellfield site decades ago.
The recovery plan is to leverage key assets to maximise jobs. I was delighted to attract a $500 million investor
into the Ford Motor Company’s sites. A manufacturing and engineering hub called Assembly Broadmeadows
is planned for Campbellfield, with the Pelligra Group pledging to attract new industries and create thousands
of new jobs, almost four years after Broadmeadows was devastated by the closure of Ford’s iconic assembly
lines. This site remains Ford’s Asia-Pacific centre of excellence for innovation, and the company is
manufacturing 100 000 face shields to protect Australians against the coronavirus.
Sims Resource Renewal recently committed to a $50 million Victorian plastics recycling plant nearby. The
company wants the first of 11 new global resource renewal facilities to be built in this precinct to deliver more
reusable material from metal recycling.
Broadmeadows is also home to one of CSL’s two Australian-based manufacturing sites which export blood
products globally. CSL is a member of an unprecedented industry partnership to develop potential therapies
to treat COVID-19. The Broadmeadows plant could be used to produce therapies and vaccines to combat the
coronavirus, highlighting the significance of Broadmeadows in the global fight against the pandemic and
Australia’s quest for independent supply chains and national sovereignty. Broadmeadows has also been
classified as a priority precinct in the city deal for Melbourne’s north-west, championed by former Victorian
premiers Steve Bracks and John Brumby. Therefore, the Andrews government’s Metro Tunnel is a vital piece
of infrastructure to create jobs and the capacity for more than a half a million extra passengers per week across
Melbourne’s train network during peak periods, and to slash travel times as Melbourne’s north grows to soon
match the population size of Adelaide.

ROWVILLE ELECTORATE
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (3580)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety. Minister, when will you ensure that
the area of Wellington Road between Stud Road and the Hanson and Boral quarries in Rowville is kept clean
and safe to drive on?
I have received numerous complaints from constituents who are worried about how much mud and dirt are
on the road, which is going onto their vehicles. Not only does this mean constituents’ cars are getting
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extremely dirty, there is also often so much thick mud on the road that is it unsafe to drive one. The mud and
dust on the road is coming from trucks as they enter and leave the quarry site. Something must be as soon as
possible. I raised this issue back in 2017 and still nothing has been done, despite one of my constituents being
involved in a serious motorbike incident due to the rocks and gravel on this area of road. How many more
incidents must happen before the roads minister fixes this issue?

ELTHAM ELECTORATE
Ms WARD (Eltham) (3581)
My question is to the Assistant Treasurer.
Minister, as we reopen our economy as the numbers of those contracting COVID-19 reduce, what support
and advice can you provide for my local business community regarding the challenges they face with
regulations which create barriers to their business growth?

EVELYN ELECTORATE
Ms VALLENCE (Evelyn) (3582)
My question is to the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change on behalf of the many residents
of Station Street in Coldstream who’ve been subjected to unsatisfactory and unhealthy living conditions as a
result of flooding caused by contaminated soil earthworks that the Yarra Ranges council has identified as
emanating from 70 Station Street, Coldstream.
When will the EPA use the powers it has available to take urgent and conclusive action to ensure this local
environmental disaster at Station Street, Coldstream is fully remediated and resolved? The EPA has known
about this toxic soil since at least 2018 but has failed to decisively act. Melbourne Water, in assessing the site,
identified contamination of the fill material and engaged the EPA directly years ago. Coldstream residents
want to know what the EPA’s reason is for years and years of delay.
Melbourne Water and Yarra Ranges council cannot commence drainage rectification works until the EPA
facilitates resolution of the contaminated fill. The EPA must act; otherwise it is not protecting people and the
community from environmental harm. When will the EPA fix this toxic soil issue and protect Coldstream
residents?

SUNBURY ELECTORATE
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (3583)
My question is for the Minister for Planning.
On behalf of my community I ask: Minister, will you ensure you consider the views of residents in my
electorate when you determine the request for a planning scheme amendment for Hi-Quality in Bulla?
Over the past few months I have personally spoken on the phone with over 100 local residents and replied to
hundreds of emails regarding this important local matter.
Understandably residents and I have questions regarding the application process and timelines; concerns
around the potential transport corridor, particularly the Bulla Bridge and road network, as well as recently
approved new and developing communities within close proximity to the site; in addition to a number of
environmental concerns that have been raised with the EPA.
I have appreciated the many residents who have communicated with me in a fair and decent manner.
However, I haven’t appreciated those who have spread misinformation and inaccuracies regarding this issue.
It is my view and the view of residents that I represent that all planning factors need to be considered when
assessing this application and, most importantly, that we need to be listened to and heard.
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BADGER WEIR PICNIC AREA
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (3584)
My adjournment matter is to the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change.
The matter I seek is for urgent repairs to be made to the road entrance of the Badger Weir picnic ground,
Badger Creek, which has suffered greatly due to the lack of maintenance and poor weather conditions.
I have been contacted by concerned locals who have reported that the current condition of the road is very
poor. It is full of potholes, eroded in places and difficult to drive over.
Located near Healesville township, Badger Weir picnic area is a popular recreation spot for locals and is also
a destination for tourists wanting a real bush experience not so far from Melbourne. It is usually filled with
people enjoying the natural surrounds of the Yarra Ranges and utilising the onsite amenities by having picnics
on the grass, firing up the barbeques and exercising on the many established walking tracks that lead off from
the main area.
Of course, given the pandemic and stage 4 restrictions that are in place in the Yarra Ranges, many people are
unable to visit or use the grounds as they usually would. However, this is no reason to disregard repairs that
need to take place.
There are residents who live within the 5-kilometre radius of Badger Weir picnic area and use the area for
their 1 hour of daily exercise or to even just take in the sights and get a breath of fresh air. Now, due to the
much-needed restriction change, people can drive within the 5-kilometre radius to then exercise. It is
important to ensure the road is safe and comfortable to drive over.
Furthermore, as we lead into the summer period, outdoor locations such as this will be utilised by locals and
visitors post COVID-19. To repair the road now will ensure it is in adequate condition during peak tourist
season and that it is accessible for locals to still use while in stage 4 restrictions.
This is not the first time I have raised the matter of repairs at Badger Weir picnic area. Storms that swept
through the area in October 2016 left much debris to clean up and caused damage to onsite facilities. It took
the state government over two years to organise clean up and repairs. During this period, the gates were locked
to visitors. Locals and tourists were extremely upset by this and the amount of time it took to reopen the picnic
grounds. This shows what a popular and important place it is for the community, and they want to see it
maintained.
I hope the minister can see the significance in this project. It is one that can be achieved quite quickly, that
will provide work for the road construction industry and placate locals who can currently access the picnic
grounds, while setting it up for future use.

LATHAMS ROAD UPGRADE
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (3585)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Transport Infrastructure.
Minister, my constituents are keen for an update on the much-anticipated upgrade to Lathams Road in Seaford
and Carrum Downs.
Lathams Road is a significant transport route, linking the Carrum Downs industrial precinct with EastLink
and Frankston-Dandenong Road.
Significant works are planned for Lathams Road, including a new bridge over Peninsula Link, with a new
lane added in each direction; an upgrade to the intersection of Lathams Road with Frankston-Dandenong
Road, Carrum Downs; right turn lanes at Levida Drive, Titan Drive, Brett Drive and Tova Drive; upgrades to
the roundabouts at Oliphant Way and Frankston Gardens Drive; and new traffic lights at the Stephenson Road
and Colemans Road intersections.
Minister, could you please provide an update on the next steps in this major project to upgrade Lathams Road?
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VICROADS LICENCE TESTING
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (3586)
The action I am seeking from the Minister for Roads is that the government immediately make L-plate testing
an online component so young country people can begin their driver training.
Other changes I am calling on the government to make are in the structure of the P-plate test to also give
regional learner drivers a similar opportunity. This could see the hazards component done online, and with
the appointment of more local testers the backlog could be reduced far more quickly.
These steps are urgent to address the ongoing frustration and, most recently, anger at the unwillingness—or
inability—of VicRoads to provide services for young people looking to get their L- and/or P-plates.
VicRoads, which controls these licence testing services, has been conspicuous by its silence and its refusal to
provide any kind of potential timetable about the restoration of these services.
In regional and country Victoria access to your own vehicle is crucial as there is little or no public transport
available and routine activities often demand lengthy trips which may not be convenient for parents, siblings
and/or friends to help out.
This isn’t just an inconvenience in regional Victoria; it is a case of administrative neglect by the Andrews
government that has a potentially serious downside on their general mental health and wellbeing.
For our would-be L-plate drivers this could be fixed immediately by making their test an online option so
regional teenagers get something of a level playing field. The P-plate assessment is more complex, but the
government must do something to alleviate the growing numbers of young regional Victorians who cannot
get their licences.
These mostly teenagers feel they are being discriminated against because they live in regional areas instead
of Melbourne.
Annabel Lee is an 18-year-old year 12 at St Joseph’s College and has petitioned my office for help in sitting
her drivers licence test because the local VicRoads office and the official website have nothing to offer.
She told me, ‘I want to get my driver’s licence, I have no special circumstances. I have visited the VicRoads
website numerous times, there seems to be no information regarding when licencing may come back’.
‘My mother visited VicRoads and they had no information either. This afternoon I had a driving lesson and
the instructor had no knowledge as to when testing would resume. Do you have any information as to when
licencing might commence?’.
Payton Hearn turned 16 in June, and there is no date in sight as to when she can even apply to get her L-plates.
‘Most of my friends have their learners, so it feels like I’m getting left behind a little bit’, she said.
‘I was really excited to drive, so it’s disappointing I have to wait. I was really hoping I would be able to drive
to work and when Mum goes shopping.
‘It’s annoying not knowing when I might be able to start driving.’.
These requests are easy-fix options, and I am calling on the government to review the current processes
immediately so changes can be implemented and young people can get their Ls and Ps.

BORONIA REVITALISATION
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater) (3587)
I wish to raise a matter with the Minister for Suburban Development in the other place, Shaun Leane. The
action that I seek is that the minister join me when able to do so in Boronia to officially announce $500 000
provided by the Andrews government to kickstart change in Boronia.
Boronia is home to over 20 000 people—and the CBD is the largest business and shopping precinct in our
region outside of Knox Westfield and Eastland. It’s a melting pot and a meeting place for our community.
But, as we all well know, it’s in need of some love.
This is why I was so proud to successfully advocate for this $500 000 investment under the state government’s
funding for reinvigoration of local activity centres, to work with Council, to work with businesses and to work
with locals to kickstart long-lasting, meaningful change for the better.
And make no mistake—this is an investment in the future of Boronia, the future of business and the future of
locals and local jobs.
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We stand on the brink of a once-in-a-generation opportunity to revitalise Boronia—to bring businesses back,
to boost confidence for traders already there and to have it live up to the potential that all long-time locals,
like myself, know it has.
I’m often excited when I speak in this place, and for good reason—the community I proudly represent is one
like no other, and Boronia is a key part of our community that we all want to see thrive.
I thank the minister for his consideration of my request, and I’m looking forward to welcoming him to Boronia
when appropriate to do so.

REGIONAL TOURISM
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (3588)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Industry Support and Recovery. The action I seek is for the
minister to revisit the regional tourism accommodation support program, which was announced from
5 August, as its initial announcement was misleading and has caused excess stress and hardship to many
tourism operators in Polwarth.
The Great Ocean Road and Otway Ranges is one of Victoria’s premier tourist visitor regions. The stage 4
lockdowns announced on 2 August and the 5 August regional stay-at-home laws led to millions of dollars of
cancelled bookings. At the time tourism businesses were encouraged to refund everyone’s booking in full as
they would be able to claim back losses from the regional tourism accommodation support fund. What the
government did not reveal to operators at the time was that they were only eligible to claim up to $1125 per
bookable accommodation. What this means is that a standard three-cottage accommodation business in the
Otways who in good faith handed back $20 000 in bookings will only receive $3375 or 17 per cent for what
will be two months of trade. Worse still is that a school camp business who has refunded $260 000 in school
bookings can only claim $1125.
These important businesses have been very let down. The opening up of the economy will be slow, and the
opportunities to recoup these losses will be few and far between. The regional tourism businesses will be
without international and interstate businesses for quite some time. The seasonal nature of tourism in Victoria
sees the Christmas through to Easter period as the peak season that helps to cash-flow and support the long
winter months. The Victorian government needs revisit its tourism support fund subsidies in order to help this
important sector be in a position to capitalise on the reopening of the economy.

UPFIELD TRAIN LINE
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) (3589)
I appreciate the opportunity to raise a matter for the attention of the Minister for Transport Infrastructure. The
action I seek is that the minister provide me with an update on the level crossing removal works occurring on
the Upfield line in Coburg and at the Glenroy Road level crossing in Glenroy.
The level crossing removal projects occurring in and around the Pascoe Vale electorate are so important to
our community. Motorists, cyclists and pedestrians moving around the area will benefit from reduced
congestion, increased safety and unique open spaces for the whole community to enjoy.
These projects deliver jobs, support manufacturing and stimulate our local economies—they set up our public
transport infrastructure for the future.
On the Upfield line, our Andrews Labor government is removing four level crossings from Bell Street to
Moreland Road, Coburg. As we speak, construction workers are safely working round the clock to build the
elevated rail bridge that will provide for almost two MCGs worth of open space for the community. The
community will also benefit greatly from the modern train stations we’re delivering at Coburg and Moreland.
At Glenroy we will remove the Glenroy Road level crossing, lowering the rail under road. We’re also building
a new Glenroy Station. We know that these boom gates can be down for up to 43 per cent of the morning
peak, and with these works we will clear this bottleneck for good.
These projects are of great interest to the local community who move through these crossings day in, day out,
and I am keen to be able to provide them with an update on how these crucial transport infrastructure projects
are progressing for their future.
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BUSINESS SUPPORT FUND
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (3590)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19.
The action that I seek from the minister is to urgently review the eligibility criterion for the Victorian
government’s Business Support Fund expansion and ensure that sole-trader and partnership businesses are
not excluded from this program. The Business Support Fund has been a very important initiative for the
business community, and the government should be commended for its introduction and expansion; however,
the criteria that exists is unfair to certain cohorts of businesses.
For example, I have been contacted by many businesses who are ineligible for the Business Support Fund
expansion due to the fact that they trade as sole traders or are in partnership arrangements. To me this is
grossly unfair, to say the least. This program was extended to regional Victorian businesses as we re-entered
stage 3 restrictions on Wednesday, 5 August 2020. It provides one-off $5000 grants to eligible enterprises as
they face constraints on trade and operations due to these restrictions.
Many of the businesses who have contacted me are mum and dad operators who have had their services
ceased or reduced and events cancelled as a result of the restrictions imposed. These same enterprises who
have suffered substantial economic harm are ineligible for state government support, despite being able to
claim federal government assistance through programs such as JobKeeper.
Advice through the Business Support Fund states that to be eligible a business must:
a)

operate a business located within Victoria; and

b)

be a participant in the commonwealth government’s JobKeeper payment scheme; and

c)

employ people and be registered with WorkSafe on 30 June 2020; and

d)

have an annual payroll of less than $3 million in 2019–20 on an ungrouped basis; and

e)

be registered for goods and services tax (GST) on 30 June 2020; and

f)

hold an Australian Business Number (ABN) and have held that ABN at 30 June 2020; and

g)

be registered with the responsible federal or state regulator.

Several of the businesses who have written to me wish to apply for this grant but despite ticking all other
requirement boxes have been deemed ineligible due to the absence of having a WorkCover Employer Number
(WEN).
There is currently an e-petition with the Legislative Council which highlights these same issues: ‘Many of
these sole traders have commercial leases, business loans, equipment lease payments, insurance, utilities and
other expenses that they are required to pay for business operations. However, they are excluded from the
grant on the basis they have no employees. This has placed many small businesses into dire financial
circumstances’. This petition calls for ‘the Government to consider the outgoing expenses a sole trader incurs
when determining their eligibility for the current grants under the Victoria’s Business Support’.
A recent article in the Latrobe Valley Express spoke of this petition and discussed the disappointment and
feelings of abandonment by local business owners. For example, Sue from the Black Fox Tattoo discussed
how challenging the circumstances are to ensure that her employees will have a job to come back to when the
current restrictions ease. And Glenys from Fibre Arts Australia has also faced constant battles in receiving
adequate and fair support and assistance due to the criteria applied under the Business Support Fund expansion
program.
I have serious concerns regarding these and other businesses in my community with the potential loss of jobs,
particularly in my electorate where we struggle with high unemployment and every job is crucial. But it’s not
just jobs—the possible closure of any business has vast ramifications for individuals and families that will be
experienced for years to come. I urge the minister to urgently review the current requirements under the
Business Support Fund expansion program and ensure sole traders and partnership businesses are
immediately included as eligible for assistance under this same program.

GREEN WEDGE PLANNING
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (3591)
My adjournment matter is to the Minister for Planning on an issue that is of great importance to my
constituents who live in the green wedge, especially in Doreen. Over the last two months residents in the
Nillumbik shire have pleaded with Nillumbik Shire Council to stop soil fill activities at 265 and 130 Chapel
Lane, Doreen.
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I, along with the Chapel Lane residents, have grave concerns regarding Nillumbik Shire Council regulatory
processes and its failure to use its powers. I’m astounded that council has allowed the company to continue
works despite a permit being required.
And when Melbourne Water and the Minister for Water made it clear that works needed to be stopped and
the damage to the waterways needed to be repaired, council chose to implement traffic management protocols
rather than seek an interim enforcement order. Understandably, residents are outraged that works have been
allowed to continue, and so am I.
I’m deeply concerned that there may be malfeasance at council in relation to this matter. Across Nillumbik
rural roads are only ever bituminised through special charge schemes. Out of the blue this road was surfaced
by council without request or contributions from residents and load limits were removed. Shortly after the
road surfacing was done the trucks began coming. Despite residents lobbying councillors for a long period of
time, the mayor and others publicly claim to only have become aware of this activity recently.
Residents have been personally threatened, spat on and abused. The company dumping soil is also being
investigated by police for breaching curfew.
Before the last election the Andrews Labor government committed to protecting the green wedge from
inappropriate development. Given this clear example of ineptness and potential corruption from Nillumbik
Shire Council, the action I seek is for the minister to ask his department to ensure that all residents have the
opportunity to participate in the green wedge agricultural land review.

SANDRINGHAM ELECTORATE SCHOOLS
Mr ROWSWELL (Sandringham) (3592)
I raise a matter for the Minister for Education. The action I seek is that the minister or his department provide
me with a briefing and an update, including a detailed time line, for the Sandringham Primary School rebuild.
It was just under seven months ago that fire engulfed a significant part of some of the oldest buildings of the
school, a school that has served our community continuously for 165 years.
In that time a temporary ‘school village’ has been established on the grounds of Sandringham College. I thank
college principal Amy Porter and her school community for their generosity and community-mindedness in
facilitating this relocation. I thank Sandringham Primary School principal Louise Neave and her staff also for
doing everything they can to facilitate a smooth transition for their school community.
It is difficult enough for students to effectively learn in portable classrooms with make-do facilities; imagine
how much more difficult it is for the teaching staff of Sandringham Primary School to effectively co-ordinate
a learn-from-home program from scratch when they are operating without the fully-fledged systems and
facilities available to other Victorian schools.
I know that Louise Neave and her dedicated staff are committed to doing the right thing by the students,
parents and broader community of Sandy Primary. In these circumstances they have built up systems,
processes and routines that offer their students every opportunity to learn and grow.
The reason I am seeking further detailed information is so our community is clear about the pathway ahead
for rebuild.
I do have a concern that COVID-19 will become a reason for allowing a temporary solution to become a
longer term fix. And I’m seeking an assurance from the Minister for Education that this will not be the case.
This isn’t just for the benefit of Sandy Primary, it’s also for the sake of the Sandringham College community,
and nearby residents who are now faced with a significant and indefinite increase in local traffic congestion
at drop-off and pick-up times once schools re-open in full.
In short, what I am seeking is certainty for our community. I want to know what are the next steps, and when
can my community expect them to be taken?

HOMELESSNESS
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (3593)
My adjournment request is to the Minister for Housing. The action I seek is an update on the rollout of the
From Homelessness to a Home package.
The Andrews government acted swiftly at the start of the deadly COVID-19 pandemic to support more than
2000 Victorians off the streets and into accommodation in vacant hotels. The Victorian government will now
help these same Victorians out of homelessness and into their own homes with the new $150 million package
From Homelessness to a Home.
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This funding will also see the government extend current hotel accommodation until at least April next year
while these 2000 Victorians are supported to access stable, long-term housing. The government will lease
1100 properties from the private rental market, providing a permanent home for people once they leave
emergency accommodation. This investment will give Victorians accommodation in the short term while also
providing long-term support to help them find their own home—delivering security, stability and a sense of
belonging.
The private rental assistance program will gain extra funding to encourage more people to leave emergency
hotel accommodation to set up their own private tenancy, helping with the bond and initial rent.
I have long advocated for the implementation of a public-private-social housing mix for regeneration,
particularly in Broadmeadows. This would change the social dynamic and remove the stigma of the old
housing commission estates. Conversion of the Mews estate into the Valley Park development is proof of the
success of this concept—a project I worked with the minister to deliver before I was elected to Parliament. I
would like to again collaborate with the minister to unlock the value of outdated housing commission homes
on large blocks by attracting investment from superannuation funds, which have trillions of dollars that could
be invested to regenerate communities. This initiative would deliver affordable housing for first responders,
healthcare workers and teachers. It would also address intergenerational blockages to first home buyers. This
creative proposal could be delivered through my role as chair of the Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board 4.0
by coordinating Victorian government departments and Hume City Council to deliver affordable homes and
jobs for the comeback from the COVID-19 pandemic.

