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Wednesday, 17 June 2020
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair at 9.33 am and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER (09:33): We acknowledge the traditional Aboriginal owners of the land on which
we are meeting. We pay our respects to them, their culture, their elders past, present and future, and
elders from other communities who may be here today.
Petitions
Following petition presented to house by Clerk:
REGIONAL VICTORIA FUEL PRICES
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria
The Petition of certain residents of Victoria draws to the attention of the House the ongoing high fuel
prices that are experienced in regional Victoria in particular, Yarrawonga.
The petitioners therefore request a Parliamentary Inquiry into fuel prices in regional Victoria,
specifically Yarrawonga, in the Ovens Valley electorate.
By Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (135 signatures).
Tabled.
Documents
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, LAND, WATER AND PLANNING
Investing in a More Sustainable Future: Victorian Government Sustainability Fund 2017–18
Activities Report
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (09:34): I table, by leave, the 2018–19 Sustainability Fund Activities Report.
DOCUMENTS
Incorporated list as follows:
DOCUMENTS TABLED UNDER ACTS OF PARLIAMENT—The Clerk tabled the following
documents under Acts of Parliament:
Auditor-General:
Protecting Critically Endangered Grasslands—Ordered to be published
Responses to Performance Audit Recommendations 2015–16 to 2017–18—Ordered to be
published
Environment Protection Act 1970—Sustainability Fund Guidelines 2020
Falls Creek Alpine Resort Management Board—Report 2019
Mount Buller and Mount Stirling Alpine Resort Management Board—Report 2019
Mount Hotham Alpine Resort Management Board—Report 2019
Planning and Environment Act 1987:
Amendment 123 to the Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional Strategy Plan
Amendment C203 to the Whittlesea Planning Scheme
Southern Alpine Resort Management Board—Report 2019.
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Bills
PETROLEUM LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020
WAGE THEFT BILL 2020
Council’s agreement
The SPEAKER (09:35): I advise the house that I have received messages from the Legislative
Council agreeing to the following bills without amendment: the Petroleum Legislation Amendment
Bill 2020 and the Wage Theft Bill 2020.
Motions
OMBUDSMAN
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (09:35): I desire to move, by leave:
That this house, pursuant to section 16 of the Ombudsman Act 1973, refers the following matters to the
Ombudsman for investigation and report:
(a) allegations aired on 60 Minutes and in the Age that the member for Preston, the member for
Kororoit and another minister misused members’ staff and other budget entitlements against the
provisions of relevant statutes, guides and rules of the Parliament of Victoria for internal Australian
Labor Party purposes, including branch-stacking;
(b) allegations aired in the Age that the member for Preston, as Minister for Multicultural Affairs,
inappropriately approved grants to certain multicultural groups whose members are engaged with
improper internal Australian Labor Party activities, including branch-stacking; and
(c) any other breach of applicable policies, laws or codes in relation to these allegations
and requires the Clerk to write to the Victorian Ombudsman to convey the terms of the resolution.

Leave refused.
Mr Wells: On a point of order, Speaker, this is the second attempt by the Leader of the Opposition
to refer a corruption matter to the Ombudsman, and the Leader of the House has refused for a second
time.
The SPEAKER: Order! Is there a point of order? There is no point of order.
Members statements
COVID-19
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (09:37): Camps are an important part of our annual calendar for many
schools. Outdoor education camps in particular offer amazing experiences and benefits to young
people. Students get to see their peers in a different environment as they are challenged with new and
different experiences. On top of the obvious physical and mental health benefits, qualities and skills
which shape a young person such as resilience, independence, leadership and communication are
developed. These camps are also an important part of many regional communities. Not only do they
provide employment but they contribute greatly to the local economy. There are about 190 camps in
Victoria, offering 24 000 beds and turning over about $285 million per annum.
The onset of COVID-19 has impacted this sector greatly. It is estimated that providers have already
lost around $400 million this year. Organisations have to lay off staff and find different ways of doing
things. They were not assisted by government, and for too long they lacked certainty with regard to
resumption. They now understand this, but they need the government to continue to engage with them
and support this sector.
I am also concerned that the minister provides a directive to schools for them to use their Camps,
Sports and Excursions Fund to pay for laptops and devices to assist with flexible and remote learning.
I would be extremely disappointed if this impacted on a school’s ability to take students to camp.
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Many businesses are still doing it really tough as we come out of this pandemic. The tourism and
hospitality industries are struggling and need government support. I support their calls for assistance
with payroll tax, land tax and council relief.
COVID-19
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety, Minister for the
Coordination of Justice and Community Safety: COVID-19) (09:39): I want to rise and pay tribute to
some organisations that have been doing some extraordinary things in my local community whilst
people have been dealing with the impact of COVID restrictions. First and foremost, I want to
acknowledge all of the wonderful, hardworking clinical and non-clinical staff, particularly those that
are working in healthcare settings right across Melbourne’s west. They have been doing an
extraordinary job.
An organisation called Genevieve’s Community Kitchen grow, develop and empower people in need,
and they run food programs that interface with hospitality training. They support people by providing a
practical workplace experience through their operations, and they run community lunch programs and
a cafe. Obviously the restrictions put some limitations on their ability to do that work, but instead they
have been preparing small food hampers for those in the community that required some extra support.
My office have been really delighted to be able to work with people in the community to facilitate the
delivery in terms of those that might need a little bit of extra support.
The Hobsons Bay has Heart Facebook page again has been another fantastic initiative where people
have reached out and made their own availability known to be able to support other people that might
be finding the restrictions very, very challenging. Both community members and businesses have
really stepped up to the plate. Community Financial Services in Altona, Laverton and Point Cook have
been doing fabulous stuff.
DEANE GOODWILL
Ms HENNESSY: Last but not least, Deane Goodwill turns 50, and we all want to wish him a very,
very happy birthday.
ANGUS MCMILLAN MEMORIAL CAIRNS
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (09:40): I am not a fan of tearing down monuments or trying
to erase parts of history we might not like. We have seen a worrying escalation of cancel culture in the
past few weeks, including attacks on products and companies with names with the most tenuous
connection to a racist word or historic event and an absurd suggestion to change the name of our great
state of Victoria. I humbly suggest to anyone seeking a more reconciled nation that these actions will
do nothing to unite us.
This cuts both ways. When it comes to cairns marking the journeys of Angus McMillan in Gippsland,
I absolutely think we need change. McMillan was the first member for South Gippsland, and as his
political descendant I think there is an opportunity to promote better understanding of history and
genuine reconciliation. McMillan has been feted as an early European explorer and settler, but less
publicised is his role in massacres of the Gunnai/Kurnai. We should not be celebrating such a man,
but I believe in consultation with today’s Gunnai/Kurnai we can rework the cairns to tell the full story
of history. I am glad Wellington Shire Council voted last night not to remove the cairns altogether.
While the intent behind the motion was laudable, the community deserve greater notice and more say.
We must do better to tell our full history, including our Indigenous past, and educate about culture. At
school I never learned anything about Indigenous culture, like the Gunnai/Kurnai creation story of
Borun and Tuk. Today this story is told in public works such as at the Port of Sale, but there is much,
much more to do to celebrate, to learn and to unite.
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NATIONAL ANTI-RACISM STRATEGY
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (09:42): I rise to join calls by the national Race Discrimination Commissioner,
Chin Tan, for a national anti-racism strategy. I do so noting that recent reports suggest that ASIO has
warned that far right-wing groups are using COVID-19 as a cover to push dangerous ideas, particularly
those relating to a rise in anti-Chinese rhetoric and racism. Of particular concern is that ASIO have
identified in a threat assessment sent to security professionals last month that Victoria in particular is
a hotspot for such hate-filled racism. It seems, building on a platform of anti-Semitism, Islamophobia,
homophobia and bizarre 5G anti-vaxxer conspiracies, security agencies have been seeking to counter
pushes by some to link Chinese Australians to anti-Chinese rhetoric, including, sadly, physical attacks
on Chinese Australians.
I take this opportunity to call for all civic leaders and all fair-minded Victorians to back calls from the
Australian Human Rights Commission to the federal Attorney-General to conduct this inquiry as soon
as possible. I conclude by calling on all honourable members to join all of the 30 civic organisations
to make this a genuine, bipartisan, whole-of-community campaign to rid us of the hate-filled scourge
of racism and in particular the anti-Chinese rhetoric of some.
GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (09:43): The 16 June 2020 Herald Sun front-page headline referring to
the Victorian Labor government states, ‘Rotten to the core’. These four words perfectly sum up the
Labor government here in Victoria. Amidst allegations of branch-stacking, misuse of ministerial
resources, misuse of electorate office resources and other illegal and improper behaviour, we have the
Premier saying that he had no knowledge of what was going on. This is a preposterous and implausible
statement given that he has been the leader of the Victorian parliamentary Labor Party for the last
10 years and Premier for almost the last six years.
All Victorians should not forget that Daniel Andrews has form regarding integrity matters. He was the
parliamentary leader who oversaw the infamous red shirt rorts before the 2014 Victorian state election,
when the Labor Party stole almost $400 000 from Victorian taxpayers. He was the leader who, once
his team was sprung for this theft, repeatedly obstructed the Ombudsman and fought her through the
court system all the way to the High Court at taxpayers expense. He was the leader who said publicly
that he and his fellow MPs would cooperate with authorities in investigations and then refused to do
so or allow his MPs to do so. He was also the Victorian Minister for Health who back in March 2009
was reported in the Age newspaper as allegedly covering up and manipulating hospital waiting list
data in order to deceive Victorian taxpayers into believing the health system was operating well when
it in fact was not.
We know that a fish rots from the head and that this government under Daniel Andrews’s leadership
has completely lost sight of what it is supposed to be doing in serving the Victorian people. Instead
this is a government that is solely in it for itself and spending time and taxpayers money on internal
party politics and self-interest rather than the welfare of all Victorians. Daniel Andrews has set the
standards after 10 years as the leader, and he and his colleagues— (Time expired)
The SPEAKER: Order! I remind members about using correct titles.
MELVILLE LYLE COURTNEY
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) (09:45): I rise to pay tribute to Melville Lyle Courtney, who
passed away on 29 April aged 90. Lyle was a life member of the Australian Labor Party, a life member
of the AMWU and a life member of the Maryborough Field Naturalists Club. A true believer, Lyle
was active in every election campaign at state and federal levels from the time he joined the party. He
was also a well-known local community activist. For over 40 years Lyle was the shop steward at
Patience & Nicholson in Maryborough, fighting for improvements in working conditions and wages,

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Wednesday, 17 June 2020

Legislative Assembly

1751

where his intervention on behalf of his work colleagues resulted in saving their jobs and winning
superannuation for women employees.
As a member of the Maryborough Field Naturalists Club, Lyle and his wife, Eileen, worked hard
raising funds and increasing public awareness of the local environment. Many successful projects were
the result of their efforts, including the Paddys Ranges State Park, the Dalyenong Flora and Fauna
Reserve, the big quartz reef and the Moonlight reserve. In 2001 Lyle was awarded an Order of
Australia and an Australian Centenary Medal for service to the community through the collection and
supply of redback spider specimens for the production of antivenom by the Commonwealth Serum
Laboratory. Lyle was an author, and his most significant work, Our Houseless Home, recalls his family
life growing up in a bush in Maryborough.
In tributes former Premier Steve Bracks and Premier Andrews recognised Lyle for his contribution to
social justice, to the Labor Party, the labour movement and to his family, noting that his ideals were
resolute and unwavering. Lyle was also my much-loved uncle. He is sorely missed and will not be
forgotten. Vale, Uncle Lyle.
COVID-19
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton) (09:46): The recent COVID-19 financial impact index compiled by
analytics and actuarial consulting firm Taylor Fry shows that Elwood has been particularly hard hit by
the coronavirus pandemic. With many in Elwood experiencing unemployment and underemployment,
this has led to significant losses of income and difficulty in covering non-discretionary payments. The
state government needs to stop focusing on themselves and develop a plan to kickstart the economy
and create jobs.
BRIGHTON SAVOY
Mr NEWBURY: Thousands of people are waiting to get married, but the state government’s
refusal to provide a road map for the easing of restrictions blocks them. The iconic Brighton Savoy
has been based in Brighton for over 50 years. Managing director Michael Lee has said:
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH …

and the government is
… bringing an entire industry to its knees and what do we hear. Crickets and more crickets.

The industry needs certainty and support.
DANCE SCHOOLS
Mr NEWBURY: Community-based dance studios are struggling. One hundred and seventy
Victorian dance studios recently wrote to the Premier saying:
Many of our businesses are on a knife’s edge …

A June survey of 140 studios shows an estimated $700 000 loss in revenue in term 2. These small
business dance studios like Brighton-based Theatre De La DanSe need certainty and support.
STAMP DUTY
Mr NEWBURY: Every Victorian is under threat of a new tax on the family home, with the
Treasurer considering replacing stamp duty with an annual tax of at least $4000 per house. One
minister has described Labor’s plan as ‘bigger than the GST’. Labor should come clean on whether
they intend to tax every family home.
COVID-19
Ms HUTCHINS (Sydenham) (09:48): I rise to acknowledge the many acts of kindness that have
happened in my electorate of Sydenham during these tough COVID times. My office staff have been
busy making hundreds of welfare checks and speaking to many Sydenham residents over the age of
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80, ensuring that they get what they need through these tough times and helping to organise food
parcels and delivery of essential supplies. I also thank the many community groups who have worked
tirelessly to deliver food and essential supplies to those in need. Thank you to the local Sikh
community, Dal Baba Bidhi Chand Ji Khalsa, in Plumpton who are providing and organising delivery
of many meals and staples for local residents in need.
Also thank you to Depti Alkar and the volunteers of Mace for providing food and meals, essentially
delivered to people’s doors for those in need. Thanks to the local Taylors Lakes Lions Club for
engaging with our aged-care residents at local facilities to provide crossword books to them. Also to
Maria Perez, who is a member of the Lions club, who baked thousands of cookies to be delivered to
aged care. In particular I would like to thank year 10 student Jade from Overnewton Anglican College
for her beautiful scrubs that she made for nurses at the local Western Health network. I thank all of
them for their time and efforts.
FALLS CREEK
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) (09:49): Next week Falls Creek will make a belated start to its ski season.
The good news is that there is a season at all. The bad news is that many on the mountain are unsure
if they will survive even if they do open the doors. They lost summer tourists to the bushfires and
Easter to COVID-19. Now they are opening to a COVID-restricted season that will severely limit the
number of long stays, tourists and daytrippers. Businesses will be lucky to operate at half their normal
capacity, yet they will be asked to pay their full service fee—tens and hundreds of thousands of
dollars—just like a normal year. Appeals to this Labor government have fallen on deaf ears.
Falls Creek is essential to all of us. It provides about 2800 jobs in my region and about $400 million
to the Victorian economy. And it is not just for the wealthy. There is not one leafy eastern suburb
address in the top 10 postcodes that visits Falls Creek. Notably the member for Mill Park’s electorate
comes in at number five. The full damage will not be known until the end of the season. I am hoping
for the best, but this Labor government is on notice. I fear for the worst.
RACISM
Mr FREGON (Mount Waverley) (09:51): Last week in the house many of us thanked the people
of Victoria for their sacrifices and diligence in helping us contain the coronavirus. I also made special
mention of our Chinese Australian community as they have experienced life with the virus earlier than
most. The member for Burwood and I also called out the racism directed at our Chinese Australians.
Many of our Chinese Australians are anxious about this. I was extremely disappointed to hear last
week in this house an Australian citizen named. Aspersions were cast on this person. There was no
evidence of impropriety and there was not even an allegation. It was just a cheap political swipe that
at its best was a clumsy attempt to debate a jobs issue. We should be better than that.
This, at a time when we are seeing people from all backgrounds stand up against—and expect us
leaders to make changes against—systemic racism. As a middle-aged white bloke, I watched another
Australian make a speech on Q&A last week about his life that made me feel a little uncomfortable.
That speech should make us feel uncomfortable. But that speech and this moment in time also give
me hope that in my life we will see change in our country. Indigenous Australians make up 1 per cent
of our Victorian population, and yet they make up 2 per cent of those incarcerated. So if you are born
Indigenous, you are twice as likely to be incarcerated. How does a parent tell that to their children? I
proudly support our government’s work towards treaty, and I am glad to see the First Peoples’
Assembly of Victoria meeting this week to help us achieve this long overdue goal. Black lives do
indeed matter.
COVID-19
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (09:52): I rise this morning to talk about the huge stress and strain that
our pub, hotel, restaurant and hospitality industries are in at the moment. The government was quick
to make some announcements last Sunday about increasing numbers, but of course that failed to take
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into account the physical and economic realities of the hotel, hospitality and restaurant industries. In
an electorate such as Polwarth, our whole Great Ocean Road region relies very heavily on visitors
being able to come down and enjoy some of the fantastic food and wine and the other opportunities
that abound in our region.
Of course these businesses have already suffered hugely, as the member for Benambra spoke about,
with the bushfires earlier in the year, the closing of the borders with China and the loss of Easter trade.
We have now got businesses trying to get back onto their feet, and they simply are not able to do that
with the one person per 4 square metres rule in place. Essentially most businesses, most restaurants
and most pub spaces will not fit the extra 50 people into those spaces with the 4-square-metre rule.
Most other jurisdictions both in Australia and around the world have seen the wisdom in lowering that
to enable functionality and profitability to return to these businesses. This sector employs a huge
amount of casual and young people and offers important services and capacity to rural and regional
Victorian. The rule needs to change.
COMMUNITY SPORT SECTOR SHORT-TERM SURVIVAL PACKAGE
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (09:54): I am absolutely delighted that 20 local sporting clubs in my
electorate have successfully secured $1000 as part of the Andrews Labor government’s Community
Sport Sector Short-term Survival Package. Well done and congratulations to Gladstone Park Bowls
Club, Gladstone Park Cricket Club, Gladstone Park Tennis Club, Meadow Park Soccer Club, Sunbury
BMX Club, Sunbury Cycling Club, Sunbury United Cricket Club, Diggers Rest Bowls Club, Sunbury
Lawn Tennis Club, Rupertswood Basketball Club, Dodgers Basketball Club, Saints Basketball Club,
Sunbury Lions Football Netball Club, Sunbury School of Calisthenics, Sunbury United Sporting Club,
Tullamarine Football Club, Westmeadows Cricket Club, Westmeadows Football Club and
Westmeadows Tennis Club.
Speaker, as you know, sport and active recreation clubs and associations have been hit hard with the
coronavirus, and many in this chamber will certainly understand the impact on local sporting clubs. The
Andrews Labor government’s community sports sector survival package is making it a little bit easier
for local clubs in electorates right across the state to return to the field, to the courts and to the pitch. I
would like to thank the Minister for Community Sport and encourage all clubs in the time remaining
to apply for these very important grants.
WILLIAM CALLAGHAN
Mr J BULL: Will Callaghan spent two nights missing in dense, near-freezing Victorian bush near
the summit of Mount Disappointment last week. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of
the members of Victoria Police, the CFA, the SES, local volunteers and the broader community for a
mighty search effort in finding Will, and congratulations to all that were involved.
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER INCARCERATION
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (09:55): Black lives matter, Indigenous lives matter, and I acknowledge
in speaking on this issue that there is actually no Indigenous person in this place to do the same. The
murder of George Floyd, an African-American man, by a police officer in Minneapolis, USA, has
turned the world’s attention to Black Lives Matter and the need to address racism, systemic racism
and the need for criminal justice reform.
The situation here in Victoria is damning. There are more Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
in jail than ever before in Victoria’s history. The rate of Indigenous incarceration in Victoria is
astronomical. Indigenous deaths in custody are still occurring. This did not happen by happenstance.
This is a direct result of the so-called tough law and order policies that have been introduced by
successive governments that are actually toughest on those people who commit relatively minor
crimes, if crimes at all, and those who are disadvantaged. The rate of Indigenous incarceration has
doubled over the past 10 years in Victoria, and things have not gotten better under this government;
they have been getting worse. And now they are having to spend billions on billions of dollars on more
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prisons. In response to Black Lives Matter, Victoria needs criminal justice reform to stop the mass
incarceration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Victorians.
VALDA HOGAN
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (09:57): I wish to acknowledge a wonderful woman, Valda Hogan,
who passed away on Wednesday, 10 June 2020. Valda was an absolute warrior who never gave up
the fight for justice for victim survivors of child institutional abuse and a national redress scheme.
Valda and her six siblings were made wards of the state and farmed out to various Catholic Church
institutions in Melbourne in the 1950s. Valda described her upbringing as brutal. Not properly
educated, she only learned to read and write at a very late age, and regularly she would send me
handwritten letters, simple letters in typical Valda style, just seeking justice for the thousands of abuse
survivors and asking that we not forget them. We will not forget you, Valda. You have left an
incredible legacy. My deepest condolences to her husband, Paul, her son, Paul, all of her many friends
in my local community, her supporters at Care Leavers Australasia Network and all of her wonderful
extended sporting family at the Kananook Sports Club.
COVID-19
Ms KILKENNY: I would like to acknowledge some wonderful organisations in my electorate
who worked so hard to support so many families during the coronavirus pandemic: Mums Supporting
Families in Need, Pantry 5000, Belvedere Charcoal Chicken, who provided free meals for pensioners
on Tuesdays, Salvation Army Carrum Downs, the MA Centre and the many people who contributed
with small random acts of kindness—checking in on neighbours, leaving notes in letterboxes,
dropping off baskets of food and supplies, paying it forward at local cafes, paying for groceries at
supermarkets and painting rainbows on driveways. All of it made such a difference.
DR DENIS NAPTHINE, AO
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (09:58): Last week, former Premier and my predecessor as
member for South-West Coast, Denis Napthine, received much-deserved recognition in the Queen’s
Birthday honours list, being made an officer of the Order of Australia. Denis’s service in this place is
well documented—first elected as member for Portland in 1988 and then as member for South-West
Coast from 2002 until 2015. In his 27 years as a member he served as a minister, as Leader of the
Opposition and of course as the 47th Premier of Victoria. But during that time it was always his local
community that came first. Denis was there whenever he could be, even when he was Premier, talking
and listening to his constituents and fighting for the issues that mattered to them.
I can tell you his shoes were big to fill, but I was so grateful and thankful to Denis for his support and
guidance, and I regard Denis as a friend who is always only a phone call away. Even though he is no
longer in public office, Denis’s service to the community has not ceased. He is active in many local
groups and organisations that aim to make the life of other people better, particularly young people
and those with a disability.
I congratulate Denis on the worthy and well-deserved recognition of his service to the community, not
only as a member of this place but outside of here as well. I also congratulate his wife, Peggy, and
their three sons, Jack, Tom and Edward, for supporting Denis across his time in public life and for
sharing him with the South-West Coast community and the Victorian community.
CRANBOURNE GOLF CLUB
Ms RICHARDS (Cranbourne) (10:00): I have risen on a number of occasions in this place to speak
with pride about the many altruistic individuals and groups in the Cranbourne community. Today I
rise to speak about two such groups. The Cranbourne Golf Club is an historic place not just in the
south-east but by way of its connection to the broader Jewish community. Like many others, I was
angry and dismayed when the club was recently vandalised and subjected to anti-Semitic graffiti. The
Cranbourne Golf Club was formed in the early 1950s by a group from the Jewish community as a not-
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for-profit club where everyone is welcome regardless of race, religion, faith or gender, with the only
prerequisite being that they be of good character.
CASEY MULTIFAITH NETWORK
Ms RICHARDS: The second group about which I speak today is the Casey Multifaith Network,
who rose quickly to stand in solidarity with the Cranbourne Golf Club and our wider Jewish
community. Our multifaith leaders together delivered a strong statement in support of the Cranbourne
Golf Club. Their statement opposed all those who use difference to vilify or attack others.
I would like to thank Jasbir from the Sikh community for the leadership he took in bringing this faith
statement together; Ray McCluskey from Uniting Church; Meha Sivarasa, who represented the Hindu
faith; Dinesh Weerakkody of the Buddhist faith; and Adam Sadiqzai, who represented the Islamic
faith and who is chair of the Casey Multifaith Network. ‘In Victoria we don’t tolerate our diversity,
we embrace it’ is the way that Jasbir ended this statement. I would also like to thank the member for
Box Hill for joining us at the meeting where this statement was brought together. What binds us
together is far stronger than what divides.
COVID-19
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (10:01): The COVID-19 restrictions have impacted many of our
community, and I want to take this opportunity to publicly thank my staff, Justin Barbour, Courtney
Newman, Tony Zhang and Liam Pierides, and our team of volunteers for keeping the Box Hill
community informed and providing them with the support that they need during this difficult time.
Thank you to Adam Bednarowicz, Alex Wang, Alison Fithall, Bernard Shepherd, Bill Dayandas,
Cynthia Hancke, Danielle Gilmartin, Diane Clark, Joshua Sterling, Naresh Bhalla, Noah Ryland, Peter
Chandler, Roxanne Hamilton, Mahmood Saeed, Muskan Vij, Susannah Su, Timothy Ivschenko, Tom
Yakubowski, William Colley and Yogashree Thiru. You made well over 4000 calls into our
community, and it could not have been done without your wonderful support.
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS
Mr HAMER: Last week’s Queen’s Birthday honours list recognised the distinguished service of
many in the Box Hill community. Congratulations to Emeritus Professor Roger Pepperell for
significant service to medical education, particularly obstetrics and gynaecology. Congratulations to
Dr Frances Devlin-Glass for service to education and to the Irish community. Congratulations to
Mr George Petrou for service to the visual arts and to veterans. Congratulations to Ms Robyn Waters
for service to the real estate industry and to the community. Finally, congratulations to Ms Anne Payne
for her service to the Blackburn community. Anne is a wonderful person who I met at my very first
campaign event, a working bee at Blackburn Lake, in her role as chair of Blackburn Lake Sanctuary
advisory committee. (Time expired)
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS
Ms SETTLE (Buninyong) (10:03): It is my absolute pleasure to acknowledge five outstanding
individuals in my seat of Buninyong who received Queen’s Birthday honours this year: Allan Terrett
for service to the chiropractic profession, Jenny Wilson for her long service to the community as a
member of Victoria Police, Sandy Anderson for service to the Ballarat community including important
work in cancer prevention, Bev Horwood for service to the Ballarat community including over
30 years contributing to the Ballarat swimming community and Bill McArthur for his service to the
community including as a long-time Golden Plains shire councillor and mayor.
I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge Kay Setches on becoming a member of the
Order of Australia. Kay’s advocacy for better representation of women in Parliament paved the way
for many more women, including me, to enter politics. Kay was a staunch mentor to me during the
2018 election, and I thank her greatly for her support during that time.
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COMMUNITY SPORT
Ms SETTLE: I would also like to acknowledge and congratulate clubs that have successfully
applied for the community sport sector short-term survival package. Congratulations to Ballan
Bowling Club, Ballan Cricket Club, Ballarat Blaze Hockey Club, Ballarat Field & Game, Ballarat
Harriers, Ballarat Kart Club, Buninyong Cricket Club, Dunnstown Football Netball Club, Elaine
Cricket Club, Elaine Tennis Club, the Freight Bar Golden Point Cricket Club, Friends of Ballarat
Eventing Association and the Lethbridge Equestrian Centre club.
COVID-19
Mr McGHIE (Melton) (10:04): I rise today to speak on the biggest issue our state and indeed the
world has experienced in perhaps most of our lifetimes. COVID-19 has brought with it fear, devastation
and heartache. Conversely, it has also brought amazing displays of strength, solidarity and love. As a
member of this place I stand today to applaud all those who have for months now kept us safe. It is
impossible in this short time to thank individually all those who every day stand at the coalface: from
healthcare workers, cleaners, childcare workers and volunteers to our business owners who have
worked hard to retool their businesses overnight and protect jobs where they could, to our parents
supporting their children and families, and of course to our wonderful teachers and school staff.
Today I also want to acknowledge the Premier, Minister for Health Jenny Mikakos, the Victorian
health officers and the COVID cabinet. While I appreciate we cannot afford to be complacent and
community does not often afford politicians, their staff and our health officers being viewed in the
same vein as our healthcare workers, your steady hand on the rudder of this ship has seen us sail into
relatively calm waters.
Your decisive action, sometimes against strong opposition, has ensured Victorians are not confronted
with the same devastation we see on the nightly news. Our hospitals were not full to overflowing and
our families remain safe. The speed at which this government has rolled out support and the care
shown to those who would otherwise be left behind will long be remembered. There is still more to
be done. I say to Victorians: stay patient and stay safe.
BROADMEADOWS ELECTORATE REVITALISATION
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (10:06): I am advocating for Broadmeadows to be the prototype
for economic recovery and revitalisation, and we have a unique opportunity that has now come
together with assets and how we get to opportunity from adversity.
Here are the key things: we have attracted a $500 million investor into the two Ford sites, and what he
wants to do in Broadmeadows is use technology for new industries and jobs. That is the first critical
point. Then we have Hume City Council boasting $200 million in savings. Now is the time to invest
at record low interest rates, and I will be trying to bring all this together as chair of the Broadmeadows
Revitalisation Board and really want it to be Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board 4.0 to really focus
on the jobs.
We have the unity ticket nationally to look at what is our sovereign risk, what is the independence that
we have in our supply chains. The Ford Motor Company is manufacturing 100 000 face masks right
now to fight the coronavirus. We have CSL, one of our leading companies there, manufacturing lifesaving blood plasma as well.
I think that now is the opportunity to look at not just a redevelopment zone but maybe a free trade
zone, to actually look at how we attract new industries and make this the hub for the new jobs of the
future to deliver national sovereignty, independence and opportunity from adversity.
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Statements on parliamentary committee reports
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (10:07): Today I will be primarily talking about the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee’s inquiry into the 2019–20 budget estimates. However, before I do I want to
thank the Clerk for distributing to all members a list of committee reports that we can in fact speak on
during this period, and I would note that the reports that we are able to speak on include three from the
Privileges Committee, and traditionally we do not really speak on Privileges reports in this section.
There are a few from the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee (PAEC), of which I will be
speaking on the budget estimates in a moment. There are two from the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee, so the Report on the Statute Law Revision Bill 2018 and the Annual Review
2018, Regulations and Legislative Instruments. Then there is the Standing Orders Committee review
of the standing orders, and of course I am a member of the Standing Orders Committee, and while that
review was very worthy and important it is probably not one that we will be making a lot of comment
on in this section.
I give this list to the house because it indicates that the committees that are doing policy work need to
get out and put some reports out; really the only thing we have got to speak on during this period is
PAEC. While there is plenty to say about the state of the budget, which I will be getting to right now,
there should be plenty of other things the government is interested in and is doing reports on, and I
would be encouraging those committees to bring something forth given that it has now been 18 months
since the last election.
I wanted to talk about the West Gate Tunnel Project today, and I wanted to talk about it in two ways.
The West Gate Tunnel Project appears throughout the budget papers, but there is also the issue of
procurement. I particularly draw the house’s attention to budget paper 3, page 349. That makes
mention of the whole-of-Victorian-government social procurement framework, and that social
procurement framework has produced an annual report. It is a very interesting document that I would
draw the house’s attention to. The thing that struck me about this report was the pictures in its multiple
pages. The first page has pictures of the former Assistant Treasurer and the Minister for Jobs,
Innovation and Trade. Then we have another page that sort of talks about some outcomes but does not
actually have any metrics in it. Then we have a message from and a picture of the then Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, Gavin Jennings, formerly of the other place. Then another couple of pages of quite
frankly gumpf. Then we get another picture of the Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade, who of
course also has a guernsey as the Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events—very nice photos
there of the minister. There are another couple of pages of so-called case studies that do not tell us
anything. Then we have a striking photo of the Minister for Disability, Ageing and Carers, who
happens to be at the table at the moment. Again more gumpf and then we have a picture of the Minister
for Women and Minister for Prevention of Family Violence. And then the Treasurer gets a picture. So
far this document has not provided any data at all on social procurement. It is all just gumpf, highlight
pieces and pictures.
No wonder they have not provided data, because when we go to actual issues around procurement and
we look at the West Gate Tunnel Project as one in particular, what do we see? There was meant to be
a percentage of Australian steel, but no, no, we are not getting that; we are going to have
Chinese-sourced steel instead. They are not going to meet their procurement guidelines—their own
guidelines—in this project.
This project is so badly flawed. I mean, look at the Maddingley coal issue. I note the member for
Melton has left the chamber, but he has never stood up for his constituents in Bacchus Marsh against
the dumping of toxic soil into the Bacchus Marsh community. He just does not stand up in this place
for his community at all. The Bacchus Marsh community is up in arms against Maddingley Brown
Coal taking PFAS, and where is the member for Bacchus Marsh? He is not here. (Time expired)
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (10:12): Goodness me, it is not often that I agree with the
member for Ripon, but I do agree to this extent: there is actually plenty to talk about in the Report on
the 2019–20 Budget Estimates. It is indeed my great pleasure to speak to this report. Devotees of this
report, and I know that there are several in the chamber, would know about chapter 5 on the
Department of Education and Training and particularly that part at 5.3.3 on universal three-year-old
kinder. The budget allocated across the forward estimates is close to $600 million for this program,
and that is the program which will provide access to universal three-year-old kinder for at least 5 hours
per week by 2022, increasing to 15 hours per week over the next decade. In addition, the total
estimated investment for new capital projects under ‘Ready for school: kinder for every
three‑year‑old—funding for facilities to support three-year-old kinder programs (statewide)’ is
$283 million.
In fact the Minister for Education, at the time of the estimates hearings, informed the committee at the
public hearing, and I quote:
To achieve universal three‑year‑old kinder we need to build or upgrade almost 1,000 kindergartens across the
state … and this budget delivers … for early childhood infrastructure, which will support the sector to invest
new and expanded kindergarten facilities when and where they are needed most.

The government is delivering this huge reform, the biggest reform in the history of early childhood
education in Victoria, to provide all three-year-old children access to subsidised kinder. The
investment gives children access to two years of subsidised kinder programs delivered by a teacher
before starting school.
It is part of a much broader program, a $4.1 billion investment in education from kinders and schools
through to higher education and TAFE. The program in its totality will fundamentally transform the
lives of our youngest Victorians. It will also help struggling families with the costs of living, saving
some of the most disadvantaged Victorians around about $5000 a year. In fact the government has
committed almost $5 billion over 10 years so that every child in the state will have access to a kinder
program for three-year-olds. It means an extra year of play-based learning led by a teacher will be added
to Victoria’s children’s education. But it does not end there, as the 2019–20 budget also included
$473.2 million for early childhood infrastructure to support the sector to invest in new and expanded
kinder facilities when and where they are needed most. It also invests, according to the report,
$92.4 million to support early childhood teachers and educators through more professional
development, mentoring and scholarships so children continue to have access to highly trained teachers.
The rollout of three-year-old kinder prioritises regional Victoria as well. In fact it started in January
this year in the local government areas of Buloke, Hindmarsh, Northern Grampians, South Gippsland,
Strathbogie and Yarriambiack, and it will expand to a further 15 regional local government areas next
year. The rollout will continue across the state progressively. So from 2022 all Victorian three-yearolds will have access to this extra 5 hours of kinder, and it will be scaled up to a full 15-hour program
by 2029.
We know that the development in children comes through active and properly engaged playtime, and
the three-year-old kinder program invests in our youngest, in their educators and in the infrastructure
around them. The program has already started, and it continues to roll out through regional Victoria—
a program getting out where it needs to get to first. This is a great reform. It is a Labor reform. I
absolutely commend the program, and I of course commend this great report to the house.
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (10:17): I rise also today to talk on the 2019–20 budget estimates. I
refer to a growing concern that I have—on page 136—and it is the government’s Target One Million
program. Now we know, as we have learned in the last 48 hours, that this government is very good
with moving numbers into certain columns to make certain outcomes arise, and this is certainly what
is happening with the Target One Million program, which we have now heard this government trumpet
for the last six years. In the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee (PAEC) hearings last year the
government made much of the fact that it was going to spend a further $28 million in phase 2 over this
coming period, which was on top of the $46 million it had spent in the previous four years.
Now you might ask, ‘What is the purpose of this spending?’. Well, the government keeps telling us it
has a Target One Million. It is going to have 1 million recreational fishers out there helping grow rural
and regional Victoria. Has that been the outcome? ‘Well’, you might say, ‘That would be pretty easy
to measure’. You think you would go to the fishing licences. It would be the most obvious indicator
of the success of the Target One Million program. Let us have a look at that. Back in 2012–13, when
the Liberal government was in last, we had around 304 000 registered recreational fishers. Now, after
$80 million of taxpayer funds spent on getting 1 million targeted recreational fishers, guess how many
we have at the government’s last count of recreational fishers? Two hundred and sixty-five thousand.
We have gone backwards by 40 000. Not only is there not even 1 per cent growth, we have got a
massive decline in recreational fishers in Victoria after $80 million has been spent.
I mean, it gives us a sense of what we are dealing with with this government. We have seen blowouts
in tunnels. We have seen mismanagement everywhere. We have seen that they are pretty good at
managing numbers in their own party, but when it comes to getting numbers up in recreational fishing
with the largesse of $80 million, they have been fundamentally going backwards.
Now, the question you might ask is: how could a government get it so catastrophically wrong? How
could they get the figures so out of whack? Well, you have got to go back to a report commissioned
by Ernst & Young. Interestingly in this last PAEC report, in finding 69 we find:
A three part study into the economic and social value of recreational fishing and boating in Victoria will be
delivered in October 2019 …

by Ernst & Young. We note very carefully that that report has not been made public. In fact a little
birdie tells me that that report has been moved sideways because it actually confirms this spiralling
backwards in recreational fishers here in the state of Victoria.
We also find in finding 68 and recommendation 25, where they talk about boating fees—I know after
the last budget many members got up and spoke about how marvellous it was going to be not charging
boat launching fees and boat ramp fees—that it makes it very clear in here that the government has no
forward plan for how it will fund boat ramps and look after those access points for the few recreational
fishermen that are actually left in the state of Victoria. It is based on a figure of 433 000 registered
recreational boats. Once again, you would think the most obvious indicator of how many boats you
have registered in the state of Victoria would be to go to the registration list. And, heavens above, this
current figure the department has—how many boats we have got registered in the state of Victoria—
is 197 000, not 433 000. So whatever fees the government says it is going to have for boat ramps,
based on boat registrations, is also catastrophically out of whack.
We have a situation where we are being told one thing and very much getting another. The people that
are picking up the bill for this complete mismanagement of the fishing industry are our commercial
fishers. Unlike every other sector in the state today, for which the state government has stepped in in
some part to help during the coronavirus, the commercial fishing industry has suffered greatly with
the decline in restaurants and the hospitality industry. What has this state government done to the
commercial fishermen? It has increased their fees. Not only did they not waive them, like they have
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done for many other industries, but they have actually increased them. The average commercial
fisherman in the state’s eastern zone will see an increase from $9000 fees up to nearly $12 000 fees, a
massive increase. This increase is coming on the back of— (Time expired)
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (10:22): I refer to the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
inquiry into the budget estimates and the contribution from the Treasurer as Minister for Economic
Development on how Victoria is trying to strengthen economic performance with a range of
mechanisms. I want to continue prosecuting the case for Broadmeadows to become a prototype for
revitalisation and for the critical industries and jobs of the future that we need.
I want to define that: we have this unique offer; we have investment from the private sector—a
$500 million investor into the two Ford sites. What this investor is saying that he wants to do is to use
technology and to have advanced manufacturing, which is what we want, and make this niche
manufacturing. This is really critical at this time. As we have seen, because of the coronavirus we need
to take out the sovereign risk. We need to have independent supply chains. We have the Ford Motor
Company on the other part of this site. What are they doing? They are manufacturing 100 000 face
masks to fight the coronavirus. We have nearby CSL, one of our leading companies on the ASX, and
what are they doing? They are making and manufacturing the life-saving blood plasma that is being
looked at for how we come up with a vaccine for the coronavirus.
The next proposition we have is two city deals. I have campaigned long and hard, and we have got
these city deals—a commitment from the Australian government—and one is for the north-west. What
I am arguing is that Broadmeadows can be the prototype to bring back these new industries and jobs,
to make it a priority precinct. I would also argue: look at it being a free trade zone. Let us look at being
creative about how you actually attract industry in. I have studied these models where they have been
successful overseas, and this is something that is really being looked at right now as to how you can
do these. Digitally ring fencing them is the way that you can do it to have the security, but it is a way
of bringing back these areas and these regions.
I think that that is incredibly important right now, and particularly how we can actually make that
happen. I am trying to draw that together as chair of the Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board, and I
am calling it Broadmeadows Revitalisation 4.0 to make the point that we want to have a laser-like
focus on what the new industries and jobs are. I am glad to hear the Prime Minister of Australia using
exactly that language, and that matches up with the commitment the Victorian government has made
and I have pursued to try and make that happen also.
Then, if you drill down to the third tier of government, Hume City Council is boasting that it has
$200 million in savings. Well, I am saying now is the time to put that to work—to invest and to do
that in such a way that you actually get the maximum benefit for the whole municipality. Right now
the epicentre for all these things is the state district of Broadmeadows, where we have this wonderful
opportunity, and particularly when the investments can be made at record low interest rates. So I think
that is the opportunity and the time we have.
I want to add to that that the Minister for Foreign Affairs has written back to me about the future of
the Maygar Barracks. In times of existential threat Australia turns to Broadmeadows, and that goes all
the way back to the First World War. That is where the diggers, the light horsemen and the VC winners
were trained and dispatched to fight at Gallipoli and then at the Western Front, where they were hailed
as heroes. So we have got this opportunity here with this incredibly strategic piece of land. The minister
has informed me that the defence department will be making an analysis of its future use.
I think there are two propositions here. The Prime Minister has also argued about how to get better
connection to fight the other existential threat that we face, bushfires, and he wants a better alignment
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of what the professionals are doing and what the volunteers are doing, coming off the worst fires in
Australia’s history over summer. This is an absolute epicentre for that, because this is the base where
they did a lot of the logistics to fight the fires in Victoria, and they have been doing it since Black
Saturday and before as well. So there is that opportunity.
Then there is also an opportunity to say, ‘Well, what else are you going to do with that land? Is that
going to be used for new industries or jobs? What’s the future purpose of that?’. So I think there is a
huge opportunity to actually turn it back into one of the economic powerhouses. It has underwritten
our record run of prosperity, so now is the time to actually say, ‘Bring Broadmeadows back; this is the
place where we can get the best value for spend and investment for the future’.
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (10:27): I also rise this morning to speak on the Report on the 2019–20 Budget
Estimates, which was tabled by the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee in October last year.
Specifically I wish to reference page 143, which gives an overview of the roles of the Department of
Justice and Regulation, including the management of metropolitan and country fire brigades. That is
the area that I wish to focus my contribution on this morning, because in less than two weeks time the
so-called fire services reform—and I note the former Minister for Emergency Services is in the house—
is being pushed through by those opposite. It will fundamentally alter the landscape of emergency
services in this state, and volunteers’ worst fears are being realised as part of that.
We now know that the CFA is not going to be a volunteer-only service, as Labor repeatedly claimed.
Several weeks ago the restructure model was released, and volunteers have been excluded from
participating in those discussions. That restructure model shows that the CFA will have to second
229 Fire Rescue Victoria (FRV) staff to run most of the CFA operations, including 96 commanders,
40 assistant chief fire officers, six community safety officers plus 87 instructors and supervisors.
Last week Adam Barnett, the head of Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria, the peak body that represents
volunteers, wrote to volunteers and detailed an extensive list of the promises that Labor has made and
has broken. I will make that document available to the house, because in the time given to me I cannot
canvass all of those concerns. But chief among them is the fact that this government has not consulted
with volunteers on this restructure, and why should we be surprised? These are the same people who
put their lives on the line through the summer bushfires. They are the same people that the government
is happy to praise and happy to stand alongside for a media stunt during an event like the summer
bushfires, when they are out there saving people’s homes and saving people’s properties, but they will
just throw them under the bus when they think the media is not watching. They do not give a toss
about the future of those men and women who serve in the state’s fire services, and outside the heat
of the summer bushfire season they treat them like dirt on their shoes. What is happening right now is
a complete and utter disgrace, and I quote from Adam Barnett directly:
The most disappointing aspect is that we have repeatedly warned government and the agencies that should
any volunteer promises, or commitments be broken, this will represent a deep betrayal of volunteer trust. We
have warned these actions risk breaking the hearts and backs of stalwart CFA volunteers who despite their
reservations, put the bitterness and rancour to one side and gave the government the benefit of the doubt …
For many this may well be the last straw. Parliamentarians and decision makers not only risk losing the
confidence of volunteers, but also risk their own reputations. How will trust in these people ever be rebuilt in
the face of such intransigence?

Despite the assurance that was given by the government we now know that those staff that get seconded
back to the CFA will be wearing FRV uniforms. We now know that with less than two weeks to go
before these reforms are actually implemented volunteers still have not seen and have not been
consulted on the joint operating procedures or the joint agency arrangements that are going to apply.
This week a number of MPs had a volunteer from the Toolamba fire brigade, a volunteer for 24 years,
write to us to tell us that he is now officially resigning. He says:
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I will be resigning from the CFA after 24 years, cancelling the seven or eight positions I hold in the
organisation, ranging from brigade secretary, strike team leader, volunteer trainer & assessor, burn controller,
delegate to the state training committee and others.
Most importantly, I will no longer be a firefighter, the hardest decision of all, because this is where I protect
my own community …

He says that any claims such consultation has occurred with volunteers are false. He says that the
claims:
… merely confirm the depths this government is prepared to go to in order to achieve its ends.
My reaction to this is that I am not going to waste my breath campaigning against it: instead—I give up.

That is where volunteers are at.
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (10:32): I am delighted to make a contribution on the Report on the
2019–20 Budget Estimates of October 2019, and I draw the house’s attention to page 118, chapter 6.2,
‘Budget summary’. This particular report talks about the expenditure in the Department of Transport,
and the capital expenditure in the Department of Transport is indeed very high.
This is very important. Thomas Piketty, who is the author of Capital and Ideology as well as Capital
in the Twenty-First Century, has talked about how we are in the age of R being greater than G—where
the return on assets is greater than the return on income—and that is leading to increasing levels of
wage inequality. Why I think this is important is that when you look at the level of investment that is
being made and when you are seeing this level of employment engagement, you are seeing a way in
which you can try and actually increase the level of wages growth to help offset this perverse
phenomenon. I do not think that anyone thinks that having increasing levels of wage inequality is in
the state’s interest or indeed the national interest. It is important that we find ways in which we can try
and have an equitable redistribution to ensure that people have got the capacity and the opportunity to
get a fair slice of the pie.
This investment is also important because it goes back to the three Ps of economic growth, which are
population, productivity and workforce participation. In relation to productivity, one of the great things
that we can do as a state is make these sorts of investments into public transport and into critical
infrastructure like the Level Crossing Removal Project, which is discussed in this report, the West
Gate Tunnel Project and the Murray Basin rail project as well. Then I think if you look at the broader
issue of investment in the Suburban Rail Loop—
Ms Staley interjected.
Mr PEARSON: I note the interjection from the member for Ripon. Well, at least we are investing
in rail as a government, unlike your former government, which shut down rail lines. Your form was
that you shut down rail lines. At least we are investing, and we are growing the regions. We are making
the critical investments that are required to ensure that you have a greater level of productivity, because
as you invest in public transport, as you invest in removing some of these blockages, that in itself
creates greater levels of economic growth. This level of investment is so critically important because
it allows that level of growth, and we must always find try and find ways in which we can look at
improving the quality and the performance of the government.
Now, these levels of investment are particularly important when you look at the context of what we
are currently experiencing with the COVID-19 virus. On population growth, I think it would be
reasonable to suggest that we will see a decrease in population growth over the course of the 2020
calendar year as a consequence of the borders being shut. That will probably be welcomed by the
member for Brunswick, because I think the member for Brunswick and other members of the Greens
political party do not really like population growth. They would rather have the borders shut
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permanently and that we have a significant decrease in population growth. But I think that we need to
have an increase. We need to make sure that population growth continues to be significant in our
nation. We need to ensure that Australia is a welcoming place to people who come from overseas,
who have the dream of coming here to raise their families and make a great contribution both socially
and from a multicultural perspective but also economically.
You need to have a government that has got a clear vision and a clear focus, a government that is
prepared to make the necessary investments to ensure that we address the phenomenon of wage
inequality that was beautifully espoused by Thomas Piketty in Capital in the Twenty-First Century. I
would encourage the member for Ripon, in her shadow portfolio responsibilities: she might want to
read Thomas Piketty—she might learn a couple of things. We should also try and follow those ways
in which we can grow the economy. Making these sorts of investments will ensure that we can increase
the rate of productivity and that we can ensure that we maximise our levels of economic growth.
It is a wonderful opportunity again to speak on committee reports. I commend this outstanding report
to the house.
Motions
PLANNING SCHEME AMENDMENTS
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Planning) (10:37): I move:
(1) under s 46D(1)(c) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, amendment 123 to the Upper Yarra
Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional Strategy Plan be approved;
(2) under s 46AH of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, amendment C203 to the Whittlesea Planning
Scheme be ratified.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, do you wish to speak to the amendment?
Mr WYNNE: Yes, I do. Thank you very much.
Mr T Smith: That was going to be your shortest speech ever.
Members interjecting.
Mr WYNNE: We live in strange times, don’t we? Indeed, we do. And I have ensured the
opportunity has been available to the member for Kew, as the shadow spokesperson for planning, to
be briefed on the amendments. He will be making a contribution today, and we will be the only two
contributors as far as I am—
Members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Minister, if you could speak to the amendments, that would be
good.
Mr WYNNE: That is probably a good idea. These amendments are consistent with state policy
and local green wedge policy. The amendments have been through a very extensive process, including
public consultation, and it is important to note that the relevant councils are fully supportive of these
amendments.
Let me just take you briefly to Whittlesea City Council planning scheme amendment C203. The
subject site is located at 280 Bridge Inn Road, Mernda, and straddles the urban growth boundary
(UGB). The amendment seeks to subdivide the land for a vineyard, winery and function centre, as
well as a portion of residential development inside—and I emphasise inside—the urban growth
boundary, and to gift a parcel of land to the Quarry Hills regional parkland. The site is 109 hectares
and currently contains a homestead. The 15 hectares of land zoned farming land to be rezoned general
residential zone 1 with a development plan and vegetation protection overlay, as I indicated, is within
the urban growth boundary and directly adjacent to residential areas; 64.1 hectares of land will be
transferred to the council for the purpose of adding to the wider Quarry Hills regional parkland, a
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fantastic addition to the area; and the remaining 30 hectares, which sits outside the UGB, will be used
for the vineyard, winery and function centre.
The extension of the park is supported by local planning policy but specifically the Whittlesea green
wedge management plan of 2017, which is quite a contemporary document which I know the local
member my colleague has provided extensive input to. The Whittlesea green wedge management plan,
as we know, seeks to protect and facilitate the continuation of agricultural uses on the urban periphery.
As such, the use of the land for a vineyard, winery and function centre is regarded as consistent with
the ambitions of the council in relation to that green wedge management.
The landowner, of course, could seek to develop the land within the urban growth zone through a
regular permit process, as could the landowner seek a permit through the council to develop and use
the land as a vineyard, winery and function centre. However, to gift the large parcel of land means the
landowner no longer meets the requirements for subdivision in the green wedge policy. I mean, this is
actually a very significant—I guess one could characterise it almost as a philanthropic gesture by the
landowner. It is the council’s view that the gifting of parkland results in a significant net community
benefit, and the proposal is otherwise consistent, as I indicated at the outset, with state and local policy
The amendment does not—I repeat, does not—open up the potential for further development or urban
development, and any expansion or changes to the proposal would be required to come back for
ratification through the normal process of both houses of the Parliament. The amendment does not
break any election commitment around the green wedge as the residential component sits within the
urban growth boundary. The size of overall land and transfer of land to council for parkland sets this
proposal apart from other requests in the green wedge and provides what I would regard as a very,
very significant net community benefit to the good folk of the northern suburbs of Melbourne.
The second amendment, briefly, is to the Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan. Amendment C123 proposes changes to the Upper Yarra regional strategy plan that are
required to be consistent with amendment C159, which allows for a more diverse set of uses for eight
properties in Launching Place and Wesburn. During the amendment process an anomaly was
discovered that a local policy, ‘15.03 Extractive industries policies’, had been inadvertently deleted and
is required to be reinstated. Amendment C159 proposes to rezone eight existing properties from rural
living zone to a combination of neighbourhood residential, low-density residential zone, a township
zone with a significant landscape overlay and a design and development overlay as well. In the current
zoning, uses such as convenience store are allowed but not retail. This is considered obviously quite
restrictive and does not allow use of the land in ways which are desired by the community.
Both of these proposed changes are relatively minor and were put forward out of more extensive work
undertaken by the council to address some anomalies in their local planning framework. I can indicate
to the house that the eight properties affected are effectively on the Warburton Highway at Wesburn
and Launching Place. They are indicated in the explanatory report to amendments 1 to 3. I commend
these amendments for consideration by the Parliament and think that they are relatively
straightforward. I look forward to the contribution of my colleagues on these amendments.
Mr T SMITH (Kew) (10:45): I rise to speak on one motion that contains two planning scheme
amendments: a planning scheme amendment for the Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges
Regional Strategy Plan and indeed a motion for the City of Whittlesea planning amendment C203.
The reason why Parliament is debating these motions is that under the Planning and Environment
Act 1987 any potential alterations to planning amendments that interact with the urban growth
boundary (UGB) must be ratified by the Parliament. I have been briefed on these matters; I was briefed
on Tuesday afternoon. It was only brought to my attention that this was coming before the Parliament
on Monday afternoon. Now, I must say—and I do appreciate the minister’s office’s time yesterday
afternoon—I would have liked a little bit more time to get my head around some of these issues.
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The City of Whittlesea planning amendment C203 is not a controversial amendment, however, and it
has been driven by council process—but that council obviously has had some genuine issues in recent
years. It was dismissed some months ago by a local government minister who has also been dismissed
by the Labor Party. The CEO of that council at the time that this planning amendment was brought
forward is someone with a cloud over his head. Given the controversies at the City of Whittlesea, the
controversies surrounding the Minister for Local Government that dismissed that council and the
controversies surrounding the CEO, Mr Overland, who has got a number of questions to answer with
regard to his behaviour and performance as the former Chief Commissioner of Police, I would have
thought that a little bit longer for me to delve into those issues would have been appropriate, and I
know that the Leader of the Opposition in the upper house, Mr Davis, will have something further to
say about that this evening when this is debated in the second chamber.
On the face of it, though—and I genuinely mean this—there does not appear to be anything hugely
controversial about this, particularly C203. I do note that there will be 64 hectares of land transferred
outside of the urban growth boundary to the council for the purposes of the Quarry Hills regional
parkland. That is to be commended. Public open space is very important, particularly in one of the
fastest growing suburbs and areas of our state. The use and development of 30 hectares outside the
UGB for a winery and vineyard—it would be somewhat hypocritical of me to be critical of that
development, and I note that the Minister for Planning was very supportive of it being turned into a
vineyard as well. The rezoning of 15 hectares inside of the UGB for residential development—I just
hope that the planning processes around that development have appropriate infrastructure built with
it, that there is a plan to accommodate population growth and that it is not just simply a one-off but
that there is some thought given to a holistic plan to ensure that that part of Melbourne, as fast as it is
growing, is interconnected with other local communities.
In terms of what is being proposed for the Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, these are quite complex planning matters. We were briefed yesterday afternoon. I do
note from the council report from the May 2017 Yarra Ranges localised planning statement that there
was quite significant community consultation. And if I can quote this document:
The Group—

that is the community reference group—
has overwhelmingly supported the history of the Regional Strategy Plan being reintroduced to the document
for Council adoption. The feedback received commented on the need to provide a direct connection between
the Localised Planning Statement and the Regional Strategy Plan. The history of the RSP documents key
milestones relating to the development of the RSP as well as summarizing the current relationships between
the RSP and the Planning and Environment Act 1987.

Now, the Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Authority was established in 1977 by the Hamer
government. This is one of the great legacies of Rupert Hamer, one of my predecessors, a member for
Kew—the green wedge. This was the beginnings of the green wedge movement and ensuring that
Melbourne’s sprawl and indeed certain parts of our great city were protected from development
forever. That is one of Sir Rupert’s great legacies.
Mr Wynne: An enduring legacy.
Mr T SMITH: An enduring legacy, I agree, Minister for Planning, which has ensured that the
Upper Yarra Valley remains as beautiful today as it was in the 1970s and that the townships in and
around the Upper Yarra Valley are protected. I do note that what is being proposed seems eminently
reasonable:
The economic effects will ensure that local businesses will be able to diversify and change with local needs
whilst not encroaching outside the boundaries of the township and established users in Launching Place and
Wesburn will be protected. The amendment is expected to have positive economic effects in allowing for
quarry operations. The amendment should not have any detrimental impact on employment through existing
areas used for extractive industry and should result in more public and private sector investment in the
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immediate and surrounding areas. The amendment is expected to have additional economic effects in
allowing for quarry operations subject to obtaining a planning permit and work authority.

Now, that all seems quite reasonable. There has been no community outcry; there has been actually
community support. It has been a council-driven process. I put on record again I would have liked a
little bit longer to have understood these matters. I would have thought, given that these planning
amendments apply to completely different council areas in totally different geographic locations
around Victoria, that they should have been separate motions, because if we were of the view to oppose
one and support the other, we should have had that opportunity. I do not actually understand why this
has been moved with such haste, but it is what it is and we will not be opposing this motion. On that,
with 5 minutes to go before question time, I will sit down.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (10:53): I am delighted to speak in support of this motion before the
house, which will have a very positive impact on my electorate of Yan Yean and particularly the
community of Mernda. I support absolutely what the Minster for Planning said in his contribution.
The idea and the architect of this proposal to ensure that this great gift of land would be added to the
Quarry Hills park came from the previous CEO of the City of Whittlesea, the extremely well respected
and late great David Turnbull. I miss David terribly. It is the first opportunity I have actually been able
to acknowledge his passing, in that we have lost him to leukemia during this period of isolation postCOVID. He really has not been acknowledged. There was not even a public memorial, and there will
be one later in the year at the City of Whittlesea, such was the regard that he was held there.
So to answer the queries that were raised by the member for Kew in speaking on behalf of the coalition,
—he raised concerns about previous ministers, previous CEOs at the City of Whittlesea and previous
councillors at that now sacked council—I can absolutely reassure him that the genesis of this goes back
pre-2018 when David Turnbull was certainly in charge of that council and doing an outstanding job.
The Quarry Hills state park was actually established in my second term in Parliament. It begins in the
South Morang area, which is no longer in my electorate. It is a beautiful, high piece of land, and that
whole ridge line extends north up into Mernda. It was David’s vision that you would not have growth
and development on the highest points of land in the City of Whittlesea, whether it is in the green
wedge or not, and that those high pieces of land should be there for all the community to enjoy. Indeed
when John Brumby was the Minister for State and Regional Development he provided funding
towards that park, and it was actually an election commitment at the last election that this government
would add to the establishment of that park. I want to acknowledge and thank my colleague the
member for Mill Park and Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change. We are both really
fortunate along with the member for Thomastown in that this whole project actually straddles all three
of our electorates.
I am delighted that the urban growth boundary will not be moved. I stood up very strongly against
previous threats to the urban growth boundary that occurred when the member for Bulleen was the
planning minister and when there were threats to the urban growth boundary in the City of Whittlesea.
Now this will mean that we will have an addition to the park. There will be also a winery, which will
really contribute to the local economy there. The provision of new housing will mean that there will
be jobs—jobs in home construction, jobs at the winery—and it will mean that local people will be able
to have work there. Across the road there will be the Melbourne Arboretum, which has been developed
by the McDonell family. This is going to be an amazing, very important precinct for the visitor
economy and for local jobs.
I really hope that the opposition ensures that it is supported with an affirmative motion from this house
but also in the upper house. It would be a travesty if it were not to be supported, and it is a great
acknowledgement of the work of David Turnbull. There was not one objection locally to this matter,
and they are all very, very supportive. I commend this motion to the house in order to allow my
colleague the member for Eildon to speak.
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Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (10:57): In the couple of minutes before question time I will begin my
contribution, which I know will extend beyond question time. We have got before us an amendment
to the Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional Strategy Plan as well as the ones to
Whittlesea. I am going to be commenting just on the Upper Yarra, which is in my electorate, and the
impacts on the townships particularly of Launching Place, Wesburn and Millgrove. Wesburn actually
historically was West Warburton—just a little bit of context there. We have these before Parliament
because under the regional strategy plan that has been in place any changes that are required mean that
this must come through Parliament.
I just want to delve into a little bit of history here because there was a lot of talk in the 1970s about—
as our lead speaker, the member for Kew, the shadow minister, talked about—the beginnings of the
green wedge. There was a lot of talk in the Yarra Valley about protecting that beautiful area in the
Upper Yarra and the Dandenongs and what needed to be in place. The communities worked together,
and eventually in 1977 the Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Authority was established,
and this was proclaimed through an act. The areas that were included included the shires of Healesville,
Lillydale, Sherbrooke and Upper Yarra. What happened in 1994 was that there was a local government
restructure—a council restructure—and it became the Shire of Yarra Ranges, and the regional strategy
plan now falls within the municipal area of the Yarra Ranges. A number of people speak to me about
this strategy plan frequently because they see it as maintaining the integrity of the area—having
village-like towns that are protected with beautiful areas around them, and I think—
Business interrupted under sessional orders.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
MEMBER CONDUCT
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (11:01): My question is to the Premier.
The Premier has stated that he has had allegations of corrupt conduct by his former ministers referred
to both Victoria Police and the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission. Will the
Premier require all members and staff within his government to actively cooperate with these
investigations by the police and IBAC?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (11:01): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his clear
reference to the fact that these matters have been referred to both Victoria Police and IBAC. I am very
pleased that that is no longer a matter of contention between us. Beyond that, it is my expectation that
every single Victorian, regardless of any office they hold, cooperates with police and IBAC. That is
as it should be.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (11:02): When Victoria Police was
actively investigating the red shirts rorts, where yet again the Labor Party was found to have
misappropriated public money for its own grubby political ends, the Premier said of his MPs,
‘Everybody should cooperate and everybody will’. In fact not one single Labor MP ever cooperated
with the Victoria Police investigation. Premier, why should Victorians believe you this time?
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! When members come to order. I remind the Leader of the Opposition to
direct questions through the Chair.
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (11:02): The reason is that the Leader of the Opposition’s
contention—his rant—is completely wrong.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ripon!
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Mr Wells: On a point of order, Speaker, under sessional order 11, in regard to answers, apart from
being succinct and direct, they need to be factual. Clearly the Premier has not been factual in that
answer that he has just given. I would ask you to bring the Premier back to answering the question that
was put forward by the Leader of the Opposition on a factual basis.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has concluded his answer.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (11:03): I rise to update the house on our state’s ongoing
efforts to slow the spread of the coronavirus.
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: Well, those opposite can sigh. This is a very, very serious matter, and I am
updating the house on the fact that our response leads the world. But today is a challenge. We mark
8 million confirmed cases of coronavirus globally and, what is more, 1762 cases confirmed across
Victoria. There is an increase of 21 new cases today compared to yesterday—a very serious
development.
However, I want to explain to Victorians that 15 of those cases are in hotel quarantine. They are
returned travellers from overseas, and I am proud to say that Victoria has led the way in instituting a
hotel quarantine policy, one that has served us well. I thank each of those people who are in hotel
quarantine. It is not a pleasant experience, but I thank them for being a critical part of stopping the
spread of this virus. I thank hotel workers and all of those who are making that quarantine possible.
Those arrangements will be in place for the foreseeable future; they have served us well. When you
see the number of cases today, although we would always support the right of citizens to return home,
this is the most appropriate arrangement to guarantee public health, to do everything we can to avoid
a second wave and to have as controlled an environment as we possibly can when it comes to this
very, very infectious virus.
Of the remaining cases today, two are linked to a known outbreak and four have been detected through
routine testing. Let me conclude by making some points about testing. We are now at well over
600 000 tests since 1 January. That is 9184 per 100 000 Victorians. That is amongst the highest testing
rates per capita in the world, and I encourage all Victorians even with mild symptoms to come forward
and get tested. Those results are key to us containing the virus and opening up cautiously.
MEMBER CONDUCT
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (11:05): My question is again to the
Premier. Premier, you announced at 10.30 am on Monday that the corruption allegations made in the
media against three of your now former ministers would be referred to Victoria Police and IBAC for
investigation. What action did you take to immediately secure the ministerial offices of these three
former ministers in order to prevent any deliberate destruction of potentially incriminating evidence?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (11:06): I am indebted to the Leader of the Opposition for
giving me an opportunity to clarify these matters. There are longstanding protocols in relation to these
matters—
Mr Wakeling interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ferntree Gully!
Mr ANDREWS: There are longstanding protocols in relation to these matters. They are
administered not by any member of the government but in fact by those who work in the Department
of Premier and Cabinet, and all of those protocols have been observed.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the Premier is debating the question. He is
responsible for the actions of his department. He answers for the actions of his department in this
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house, and my question is: what actions were taken to secure those three ministerial offices? What
action was taken to stop the shredders? What actually happened? The Premier owes this chamber and
the public an answer.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member knows—
Mr M O’Brien: He owes the people an answer, Speaker.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier is being relevant to the question that was asked.
Mr ANDREWS: As I was saying, Speaker, there are processes. They are administered by the
Department of Premier and Cabinet, and they have applied in this instance.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (11:07): It is just extraordinary. The
Premier refuses to answer questions in this house. What is the point of question time when this bloke
just sits here and refuses to answer questions about corrupt conduct in his own government? He is a
disgrace. He is an absolute disgrace.
One of the first acts of this Premier after the last election was to make it harder for IBAC to hold public
hearings into corrupt conduct. He made it harder. He changed the law. Will the Premier agree to
urgently reverse the changes he made so that all Victorians can see for themselves the extent of IBAC’s
investigations into corrupt conduct by his government?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (11:08): I reject the assertions in the preamble. I reject the
commentary in the Leader of the Opposition’s question. On the question within that speech, I would
have thought it was quite obvious to all Victorians that IBAC has the power to hold public hearings.
They have been doing that in recent times. The only constraint has been the coronavirus, and I
understand that IBAC have resolved those matters as well.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! It is very difficult to run question time if people are shouting in my ears
from both sides of the chamber. I ask members not to shout.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the Premier’s answers must be succinct, direct,
factual and relevant. The Premier is not being factual when he denies that his government introduced
legislation after the 2018 election to raise the threshold for IBAC to be able to hold public hearings.
He is denying that reality. I ask you to bring him back to answering the question in a factual way.
The SPEAKER: Order! I can only ask the Premier to be relevant to the question that is asked.
Mr ANDREWS: IBAC have been having public hearings, and they have full capacity to continue
doing so.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: LEVEL CROSSING REMOVALS
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister
for Priority Precincts, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19) (11:09): I am very
pleased to rise today and update the house on the ongoing progress we are making on removing
dangerous and congested level crossings around the state.
The house has heard me previously report on the fact that with the removal of the dangerous and
congested level crossing at Toorak Road by the Andrews Labor government we had removed 35 level
crossings at that point in time. I am pleased to report to the house today that number 36 is gone.
Number 36 is gone with the boom gates at Park Road in Cheltenham gone, and soon to follow are
those boom gates at nearby Charman Road and Balcombe Road in Mentone—all part of those 18 level
crossings that we are getting rid of along the Frankston line.
Look, the community is delighted. I refer you to Alan from the Cheltenham Hot Bird chicken shop.
He is very happy. He has become an online sensation as he talks about how fantastic the works are for
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his business. Certainly we have seen that the shutdown on Frankston line is the longest that we have
done to date, but there is soon to be a longer one. We are about to start the removal of the Bell Street
level crossings. The level crossing at Bell Street, Preston, has more vehicles crossing it every day than
any other level crossing in Melbourne, and the second busiest is Bell Street in Coburg, and we are
getting rid of both of these level crossings.
Nearly 100 000 vehicles a day travel across these level crossings. They are dangerous. There have
been accidents, and tragically a fatality. Getting rid of them will save lives, reduce accidents and slash
travel times not just for people in Melbourne but for anyone from country Victoria who comes along
and gets stuck at that level crossing on Bell Street as well. The local community knows the benefits,
and I am pleased that our members for Northcote and Pascoe Vale are working closely with their
communities on every aspect of these level crossing removals. The first to go will be that Bell Street
crossing at Coburg, and another three on the Upfield line will soon follow. (Time expired)
MEMBER CONDUCT
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (11:11): My question is to the Premier.
Former multicultural affairs minister, the member for Preston, approved nearly $1 million of taxpayers
money to organisations run by Labor government staffers engaged in industrial-scale branch-stacking.
Will the Premier guarantee to Victorians that not one single dollar of those grants was used to fund
Labor Party branch-stacking?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (11:12): I will simply confirm for the Leader of the
Opposition, and I thank him for his question, that whether it be these grants or any grants across the
government, the evaluation process is conducted by independent public servants—grants are
administered and made based on advice from independent public servants. If those opposite want to
reflect on public servants, well, that is something they might choose to do. I have confidence in the
processes that are used with these grants and all government grants.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (11:12): Since the Premier cannot or will
not guarantee that not one dollar of these grants was used to fund Labor Party branch-stacking, why
has the Premier blocked the Victorian Ombudsman from examining the propriety of these grants?
What have you got to hide?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (11:13): I am not entirely sure there was a question there.
It was something else, I think. I reject each and every one of the assertions in the Leader of the
Opposition’s speech.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, it is a matter of record that not once but twice I have
sought leave in this house to move a motion to refer these matters to the Ombudsman and not once
but twice the Leader of the House has denied leave. So for the Premier to stand up and reject all the
assertions in the question as not factual—
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier and the Leader of the Opposition!
Mr M O’Brien: I ask you to bring the Premier back to answering the question in a factual way
rather than trying to rewrite history.
The SPEAKER: The Premier has concluded his answer.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: TAFE FUNDING
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education
and Training: COVID-19) (11:14): I rise to update the house—
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Caulfield and the Minister for Racing!
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Mr Wells: On a point of order, Speaker, in the past we have seen a number of opposition members
thrown out for unruly behaviour and language in the Parliament. We have just seen a disgraceful
display from the government, and I would ask you to be able to apply rules to both sides. Where there
has been unruly behaviour those members of Parliament, whether they are ministers or not, should be
thrown out.
The SPEAKER: I warn the member for Caulfield, the member for Ferntree Gully and also the
Minister for Racing to stop shouting across the chamber.
A member: And the Leader of the House.
The SPEAKER: Order! I did not hear the Leader of the House yelling, but I warn all members to
stop shouting across the chamber.
Mr MERLINO: I rise to update the house about how our emergency funding in TAFE is ensuring
people can continue to develop the skills that they need throughout this pandemic. Our $260.8 million
investment in our TAFEs across Victoria, which includes an almost $192 million guarantee to lock in
funding at expected pre-COVID-19 levels and an additional $68.9 million in crisis support, will ensure
Victoria’s public training system can respond to and recover from the coronavirus pandemic.
Keeping TAFEs running means construction and other industries operating in Victoria can continue to
have access to the new apprentices and cadets that they need so they can keep delivering infrastructure
and services which will be vital in our economic recovery. This complements the Andrews
government’s Major Projects Skills Guarantee, which has been applied to 116 projects across Victoria
and has committed to over 4 million contracted hours for 3700 apprentices, trainees and cadets.
Our free TAFE courses are also giving people the training they need to get the jobs that they want in
Victoria’s Big Build, with everything from preapprenticeship courses in building and construction,
plumbing, engineering studies and electro-technology to non-apprenticeship courses in rail
infrastructure, concreting, civil construction and construction waterproofing. All of this support is
making a real difference. In 2019, compared to 2018, free TAFE had almost double the amount of
enrolments—118 per cent more women in TAFE, twice as many learners with a disability and a 75 per
cent increase in enrolments in regional Victoria. Free TAFE has helped almost 40 000 students start
the training they need for in-demand jobs, and this year it is getting even better, with early childhood
added to the list of free TAFE courses. Only Labor governments invest in our TAFE system.
FETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DISORDER
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (11:17): My question is to the Minister for Mental Health. Minister, will
the government commit to supporting evidence-based alcohol health warning labelling recommended
by Food Standards Australia New Zealand at the next meeting of the forum on food regulation to be
attended by ministers of government in July 2020? Alcohol is the leading cause of preventable, nongenetic neurodevelopmental disability in Australia. Children born with fetal alcohol spectrum
disorder, or FASD, will experience challenges in their daily living and need support with motor skills,
physical health, learning emotional regulation and much more. There is a prevalence of FASD in my
community but still there is no requirement for alcohol containers to carry an effective warning about
the cause of harm and the harm that alcohol actually inflicts on the foetus. Much work has been done
to address this issue, and recommendations have been made.
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (11:18): Can I thank the member for Shepparton for her question on a very
significant issue. Alcohol abuse is the leading drug—legal or illegal—in our nation that causes harm,
and fetal alcohol spectrum disorder is one of the more preventable expressions of that harm. The
member is right: regional Victoria is disproportionately, sadly, over-represented in all of those
measures of alcohol harm, and I well understand why her question relates to her constituency in
particular. Just as a point of interest, sadly, we have seen alcohol consumption significantly increase
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during the course of the COVID-19 pandemic. We want to make sure that FASD is addressed. It is an
infliction that carries through for children for their life and sets them back and families and
communities back.
In regard to the specific issue that the member raises, the Minister for Health represents the government
at the Australia and New Zealand Ministerial Forum on Food Regulation. The member will be aware
that in response the food regulation forum from March of this year is re-examining that specific issue
around the implications of this proposed change and its implications on the community’s health and,
of course, equally its implications on industry.
The Australia and New Zealand Ministerial Forum on Food Regulation is committed to providing a
response to that by 22 June, and this government will make sure that it is a part of that robust
discussion—making sure that the interests of FASD sufferers and the need to prevent that significant
harm that is caused to so many children as a result of alcohol abuse is addressed in a way that is
sustainable and ensures that the interests of public health are put first. I thank the member for her
question.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (11:21): Minister, we saw the enormous pressure that governments were
put under when it came to banning alcohol advertising in Victoria in the 1980s and the battle that
ensued with industry over the changes to cigarette packaging. Will your government stand up to
industry lobby groups and support current efforts to achieve the recommended labelling, rather than a
watered-down version that industry proponents seek because of the impacts that it has on the cost of
production?
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (11:21): Can I thank the member for her supplementary question. Of course the
upcoming Australia and New Zealand Ministerial Forum on Food Regulation, having set in place a
process in its March 2020 meeting, has a process whereby that very issue of the competing claims—
on the one hand between the public health advocates and on the other the industry—about legitimate
views as to what differences on regulation might well be will be determined by the next meeting. The
forum that has been established to report back by 22 June will be an important part of that process.
I can give the honourable member every undertaking—and give the people of Victoria every
undertaking—that the Victorian government is well and truly mindful of the public health implications
of fetal alcohol spectrum disorder as one particularly nasty aspect, and I give the member the
undertaking that her concerns will be relayed.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport)
(11:22): I rise to update the house on the Andrews Labor government’s $192 million public transport
construction blitz, which is creating thousands of jobs right across Victoria and helping kickstart our
economy. I am pleased to advise the house that we are investing more than $90 million in accelerating
regional rail track maintenance that will upgrade and replace signalling, sleepers and ballast. It will
mean more reliable and smoother regional train services and more efficient movement of freight. We
are also investing $62 million to fast-track works to maintain and enhance our trams and V/Line trains,
which is of course supporting local jobs in Melbourne and Bendigo. A further $10 million will deliver
more fencing along our rail corridors to improve safety and to install vital self-harm prevention
measures right across the network. We are employing hundreds of people to undertake additional deep
cleaning on our trams, trains and stations as part of the Working for Victoria program.
More than $23 million will be invested in stations and public transport stops across our network in the
suburbs and regions to provide better seating, improved disability access and improved information
for passengers. Through this stimulus package we are prioritising upgrades at stations, including
Huntingdale, Anstey, Moonee Ponds, South Kensington, North Geelong, Kilmore East, Broadford
and Melton. This program of course comes over and above the amount the Andrews Labor
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government spends each and every year right around this state maintaining and renewing our public
transport network. Whether it is for our doctors, nurses, other essential workers or getting kids to
school, public transport is critical to support people as we get on with the job of rebuilding the
Victorian economy. That is why we are not wasting a day in improving our public transport network.
MINISTERIAL STAFF
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (11:24): My question is to the Minister for
Equality. In 2016 your senior adviser and Socialist Left faction organiser Mat Hilakari was publicly
outed at your Labor state conference for being a branch stacker by former senior federal minister
Stephen Conroy.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition has the call.
Mr M O’BRIEN: I will start again. My question is to the Minister for Equality. In 2016 your senior
adviser and Socialist Left faction organiser Mat Hilakari was publicly outed at your Labor state
conference for being a branch stacker by former senior federal minister Stephen Conroy. Section 2.4
of the ministerial code of conduct obliges ministers to ensure that they do not knowingly mislead the
Parliament or the public. With 24 hours to reflect on your response to a similar question yesterday,
can you now provide an assurance to the house that at no stage has Mr Hilakari used your ministerial
office and its resources to branch stack for the Victorian Labor Party?
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (11:26): Can I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his question. In 2016, on a
weekend, it would have been, if it was a state conference, Mr Hilakari—on any day of the week—was
not employed by my office. Mr Hilakari was not employed by my ministerial office until some date
in 2017. So in regard to the accusation being made—
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, just to assist the minister, the question did not suggest
that Mr Hilakari was in the minister’s employ in 2016; it simply referred to a characterisation of him
at that time. The question was: can the minister provide an assurance to the house that at no stage has
Mr Hilakari used his ministerial office and its resources to branch stack the Victorian Labor Party?
A member interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the minister to continue his answer.
Mr FOLEY: I thank the Leader of the Opposition for clarifying that important matter—that
Mr Hilakari was not engaged in my office at the time of that character assessment of him. I stand by
my commitments and my comments that I made to the house yesterday. I stand by my position that I
have an expectation that all of my staff, including my part-time employee Mr Hilakari, an important
part of my mental health team, act in an appropriate way, and I stand by those statements I made
precisely along those lines.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (11:28): Can the minister guarantee that
at no stage has either his ministerial or electorate office been used as a location for factional or
subfactional meetings of the Labor Party Socialist Left?
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (11:28): I am not exactly sure that relates to Victorian government business, but
insofar as it does I give the honourable member that undertaking that, yes, my office has not been used
for Socialist Left or any other factional meetings. I give that undertaking to the honourable member.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations, Minister for the Coordination of Treasury and Finance: COVID-19) (11:29): The
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coronavirus pandemic and the associated economic event means that Victoria is facing some
considerable economic challenges, but this government is meeting those challenges with a very big
effort, whether it be the biggest ever education investment, the biggest ever health investment, the
biggest ever community and economic support package, the biggest ever investment in police or the
biggest ever training and welfare package.
The big thing I am proud of, however—most proud of—is our Big Build. Victoria is currently in a
transport construction boom, with 119 major road and rail projects being delivered, including
Melbourne Metro and including the Sunbury rail upgrade and upgrading the Western Highway—and
a big shout-out to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, who is doing a great job. In these difficult
times our Big Build investment is keeping people in work and delivering the projects that make
Victoria the leading economy in the nation.
This government’s ambitious infrastructure project has delivered 115 000 jobs. That is
115 000 Victorians—the size effectively of the City of Ballarat—that have been able to find
meaningful work through this government’s continuing commitment to building the infrastructure of
the future. In response to the coronavirus crisis we have announced a $2.7 billion building works
package that is delivering hundreds of shovel-ready projects—a big shout-out to the Minister for
Planning for doing a great job. All across the state that is 3700 direct jobs and thousands more indirect
jobs. We have already established a dedicated task force to work with the construction industry, unions
and their employees that has seen $2.6 billion of projects fast-tracked, with more to come. So we
understand the challenges this community is facing, and we are rising to those challenges.
Constituency questions
RIPON ELECTORATE
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (11:31): (2656) My question is to the Minister for Health in the other place.
Will the minister publish public colonoscopy lists for the eight local government areas that the
electorate of Ripon overlaps with on a quarterly basis? June is Bowel Cancer Awareness Month.
Today is Red Apple Day, when Australians are encouraged to support the vital work of Bowel Cancer
Australia. I pay tribute to bowel cancer survivors and former Liberal MPs Donna Bauer and my very
good friend Margaret Fitzherbert, who having survived bowel cancer now advocate strongly for better
data to deliver better health outcomes. Across the eight local government areas that cover Ripon there
are some truly shocking outcomes where we have very high levels of bowel cancer, and getting the
data released regularly is the way to drive down these poor results.
BROADMEADOWS ELECTORATE
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (11:32): (2657) My constituency question is to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services. What value can my electorate office add to Operation Ribbon? This
is a particular operation that sees members of Victoria Police’s dedicated family violence investigative
unit reaching out to Victorians they know are at risk. The operation will make sure victims know that
help is still available and perpetrators know that police remain focused on tackling family violence
during the coronavirus pandemic. Family violence frontline services include crisis accommodation,
police and courts and continue to operate to support women, children and families at risk. The
Victorian government recently announced a more than $40 million investment in crisis
accommodation and specialist services for people suffering or at risk.
GIPPSLAND EAST ELECTORATE
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (11:33): (2658) My question is to the Minister for Agriculture in the
other place, and the action I seek is the immediate supply of sawlog to Fenning Timbers in Bairnsdale.
As of today the log supply has run out at Fenning Timbers. This is a company that is very highly
regarded in our local community. It employs 50 people and supports a number of community
organisations. Contractors are not working, and the reason for this is that we are continually locking
up areas into reserve without replacing commensurate areas back to the timber industry. The Premier
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said that when the fires ripped through our region he would work with us on our recovery and he
would walk with the people of East Gippsland. We cannot afford to lose 50 jobs in our town. This is
absolutely critical, and I urge the Minister for Agriculture to ensure that log supply is resumed to
Fenning Timbers immediately.
The SPEAKER: Order! I just remind members to not seek actions in these issues. So we will take
that action that has been raised as a request for the minister to advise the member when that immediate
supply of sawlog will be provided.
NORTHCOTE ELECTORATE
Ms THEOPHANOUS (Northcote) (11:34): (2659) My constituency question is for the Minister
for Community Sport, and it relates to local sports infrastructure. The Premier has announced an
unprecedented infrastructure program to kickstart the Victorian economy and get Victorians back to
work. What opportunities are there for local sports clubs in my community to leverage state
government funding in order to benefit from our infrastructure program?
Minister, for many in my community one thing that has been made clear, if it was not already, is just
how important local sports clubs and competitions are to them. Our sporting clubs are so much more
than a place where we play sport. They are our community. In order to do what is needed to stop the
spread of coronavirus we asked them not to take part in their local sports events. It was tough but it
was the right thing to do. Now that we are in a new phase our clubs can slowly return to competition,
and as they do I want to make sure that as many clubs in my community as possible get the benefit of
Victoria’s Big Build.
FOREST HILL ELECTORATE
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (11:35): (2660) My constituency question is to the Minister for
Education. Minister, will the government please provide funding to install a synthetic grass surface on
the oval of Camelot Rise Primary School in my electorate of Forest Hill? I have been contacted by the
school community many times and also met with the school council president, Carrie Foster, to discuss
the facilities at this terrific, growing local school. The oval at the school is a very uneven service, with
it being poorly drained, and consequently it is muddy in the winter and dried out and like concrete in
the summer. In fact in recent years one student hit their head on the hard ground and was knocked out,
as well as various injuries occurring to other students, thus making it unsafe for students at certain
times. The oval is so substandard that the school’s annual twilight sports event is unable to be held at
the school, which is obviously very disappointing for the school community. Also, this incurs
additional costs to the school and a great deal of inconvenience for the school community. Camelot
Rise Primary School is a school with a great reputation, which is driving its ongoing growth. There
are now around 370 students at the school, with strong prep enrolments already for 2021. The school
is applying for funding under the government’s current minor capital works fund, and I wish the school
well in its application.
BOX HILL ELECTORATE
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (11:36): (2661) My constituency question is for the Minister for Roads in
the other place, and I ask: what is the latest information on the Box Hill to Hawthorn strategic cycling
corridor? There is strong community support for a safe cycling route from Box Hill to Hawthorn, as
evidenced by the petition which I tabled in this Parliament last year, signed by almost 2000 local
residents. The recent upsurge in the usage of shared paths for walking, cycling and jogging during the
stage 3 COVID-19 restrictions has demonstrated the great demand that exists for improved bicycle
infrastructure and the role that such infrastructure plays in improving resilience in local communities.
Last year the state budget allocated $370 000 to commence planning works on the Box Hill to
Hawthorn strategic cycling corridor, and my community is keen to find out the status of this project
and how they can get involved.
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MORWELL ELECTORATE
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (11:37): (2662) My constituency question is to the Minister for Small
Business. Minister, what is the latest information regarding the easing of COVID-19 restrictions,
including social distancing rules, which are having a significant impact on the business community?
Many business owners and managers at function centres, cafes, restaurants, entertainment venues,
wedding- and funeral-related services, clubs, pubs and more have expressed rising tension and
frustration at the inconsistency of the many restrictions that apply. One example is that there is a
perception that from 21 June restaurants and cafes will benefit greatly from an increase of patrons to
50. However, nothing will change for many, and this is due to the size of the establishment, where
they are already at capacity, albeit limited capacity, particularly when the one person per 4 square
metre rule is applied. Subsequently, many business owners have asked that I raise these same issues
in Parliament and request the state government undertake an urgent review of the current restrictions
in place and provide Victorian businesses with a real plan moving forward.
SUNBURY ELECTORATE
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (11:38): (2663) My question is to the Deputy Premier and Minister for
Education. Minister, what is the latest information on the expected completion date of the construction
of the over $8 million shared facility on land at Sunbury Heights Primary School and Sunbury Downs
College in my electorate? Speaker, as you would know, this is a terrific local project that is going to
do some outstanding things for my community. On the site will be a full commercial kitchen, shared
meeting rooms and an early learning centre. This is an outstanding project, and I was very pleased to
join the Premier some time ago to make this extraordinary announcement. It is on the site of my old
school, as I mentioned, Sunbury Heights Primary School, a terrific local school with a terrific school
community. It is wonderful to be getting on and delivering this project. I again ask the Minister for
Education for the latest information on the project, including the expected completion time line.
BRIGHTON ELECTORATE
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton) (11:39): (2664) My constituency question is to the Premier, and I ask:
can the Premier confirm that his government has appointed a Caulfield resident to chair the Brighton
community consultative committee for the New Street public housing redevelopment? Brighton
residents are angry about the proposed New Street redevelopment. They are angry that the government
is allowing developers to build several towering apartment blocks in our suburb, and they are angry that
despite the government’s guarantee to increase public housing at the site, we know there will be no
actual increase. There will be more apartments but the same number of public housing beds. To add
insult to injury, the government recently sent out a taxpayer-funded newsletter stating that Labor MP
Nina Taylor would chair the community consultative committee. Residents are up in arms and have
letterboxed homes across Brighton with a letter stating that the chair of the Brighton community
consultative committee ‘does not even reside in Bayside, let alone in Brighton!’ I look forward to being
an active participant in the community consultation process and look forward to the Premier’s response.
OAKLEIGH ELECTORATE
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (11:40): (2665) My constituency question is to the Minister for
Public Transport, and I ask the minister if she could update me and my community on any plans to
widen the shared user path between Oakleigh station and Huntingdale station in my electorate. As the
minister is aware, the level crossing removals in my electorate have led to a huge amount of open
space where the rail tracks once were, including a shared user path running right through. The shared
user path from Caulfield to Oakleigh is wide and really well used. Unfortunately the shared user path
from Oakleigh station to Huntingdale station is narrower and causes a bit of a problem for pedestrians
and cyclists. So I would like some information on behalf of my community on any plans to widen that
stretch—Oakleigh to Huntingdale station—to bring it in line with the rest of the shared user path,
because it is a really well-used place and space with increased activity.
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The SPEAKER: Again, as I mentioned with the member for Gippsland East, I just remind
members to make sure that they are asking questions as opposed to asking for actions. The member
clarified then that he was seeking information, so I will allow that one through, but I do ask members
just to be careful about not raising actions, which can be raised in adjournment, in this forum.
Motions
PLANNING SCHEME AMENDMENTS
Debate resumed.
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (11:41): I will continue my contribution on the motion known to the Yarra
Ranges council as C159 but in here as C123, which is about the changes to the rural living zone. This
was adopted on 27 June 2017 by the council. That is almost three years ago—virtually three years ago.
The processes that need to be followed have been followed, but it is clearly a slow process to get these
changes that have been driven by the council. I must say that Cr Jim Child, who is the ward councillor
in the Upper Yarra there, has been front and centre, working for his community to make it the best that
it can be. Jim is tireless in his dedication to that part of the Yarra Ranges council.
The amendment that we have proposes to rezone land currently in a rural living zone to neighbourhood
residential zone, low-density residential zone or township zone. It proposes to apply a significant
landscape overlay to land which is being rezoned to neighbourhood residential zone and low-density
residential zone and also apply the design and development overlay to land which is being rezoned to
township zone. Those applications of the different overlays actually make this less controversial, and
they also make sure that the changes that are there are going to be in line with, I guess, what the
communities of Launching Place, Wesburn and Millgrove would expect.
As I mentioned, the regional strategy plan that has been in place for a very long time means that these
changes have to come through the Victorian Parliament. Within the Upper Yarra and the Yarra Ranges
there is land in the towns of Launching Place, Wesburn and Millgrove that is zoned as being in a rural
living zone under the Yarra Ranges Planning Scheme. That has been in place since the year 2000
because that seemed to be the best option at the time. In 2013 the Liberal government and the Minister
for Planning at the time made a raft of changes, and so most of the towns and suburban residential areas
fit within the suite of residential zones there, but these pockets in Launching Place, Wesburn and
Millgrove remained as rural living zones. This has caused some issues. Some of the issues, for example,
are that there is an artisan bakery, which is a fabulous little bakery, in Wesburn that for operations needs
to have existing use rights granted. There are certain things that are allowed and certain things that are
not allowed in that zone. General stores, for example, are allowed, but retail is not. But the council has
to go through and work with these businesses to make sure that they can operate.
We do have some wonderful developments that are happening at Warburton that will impact on these
communities greatly, and particularly the Warburton Mountain Bike Destination project, which is
being held up by government somewhat. Despite lobbying from the Deputy Leader of the Labor Party
and myself, things still seem to be going a little bit slowly—too slowly for us—but with this increase
in tourism and prosperity to that region they are going to be looking for greater commercial
opportunities. I think that the proposal we have before us can help facilitate that. It actually impacts
eight properties, so that is a fairly low-level impact.
Now, the council when they were going through the documents canvassed by email the proposed
changes because they wanted to reinstate the history of the regional strategy plan, which was note 1
on the exhibition document. I will read from their agenda from June 2017:
The Group has overwhelmingly supported the history of the Regional Strategy Plan being reintroduced to the
document for Council adoption. The feedback received commented on the need to provide a direct connection
between the Localised Planning Statement and the Regional Strategy Plan. The history of the RSP documents
key milestones relating to the development of the RSP as well as summarizing the current relationship
between the RSP and the Planning and Environment Act 1987.
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So the people understand the changes. There are some changes with regard to extractive industries and
mining. These seem to have been inadvertently deleted, so these changes will be reinstating them.
They are fairly non-controversial, but I would say the amount of time we have been given to examine
these documents was limited yesterday when the briefing was on and we had only got them the night
before. I was actually on my feet as lead speaker on an education and training bill, so I was unable to
participate in that briefing and have had to chase around. I thank the shadow minister for his work in
a very tight time frame in trying to get on top of this as best we can. I think that it was quite unfair that
we were given such little time, and I note that this will be debated in the other place later today.
Motion agreed to.
Bills
CONSUMER AND OTHER ACTS MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS BILL 2020
Statement of compatibility
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety, Minister for the
Coordination of Justice and Community Safety: COVID-19) (11:49): In accordance with the Charter
of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006, I table a statement of compatibility in relation to the
Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020.
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the Charter),
I make this statement of compatibility with respect to the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous
Amendments Bill 2020.
In my opinion, the Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020 (the Bill), as introduced
to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with the human rights protected by the Charter. I base my opinion
on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of the Bill
The Bill makes miscellaneous amendments to various consumer Acts. Some of these amendments relate to
information sharing, other protective regulatory provisions, and the disposal of goods. To this extent, the Bill
contains some provisions which may engage rights that are protected under the Charter.
Human rights issues
Rights to privacy and reputation
Section 13(a) of the Charter provides that a person has the right not to have their privacy, family, home or
correspondence unlawfully or arbitrarily interfered with. Section 13(b) of the Charter provides that a person
has the right not to have their reputation unlawfully attacked. An interference will be lawful if it is permitted
by a law which is precise and appropriately circumscribed, and will be arbitrary only if it is capricious,
unpredictable, unjust or unreasonable, in the sense of being disproportionate to the legitimate aim sought. A
number of provisions in the Bill engage the rights to privacy and reputation; however, in my view, none of
them limits the rights.
The Bill amends the Working with Children Act 2005, the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal
Act 1998, the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 and the Victims of Crime Assistance Act 1996 to insert various
information-sharing functions which engage the right to privacy. The Bill amends the Working with Children
Act 2005 to include the following provisions allowing for information to be shared with the National
Reference System (the System), which is an online database of key decisions made by each jurisdiction’s
Working with Children Check (WWCC) screening agency; specifically, decisions that result in an individual
being prohibited from engaging in child-related work:
•

Clause 119 of the Bill amends section 10 of the Act to provide that WWCC applicants must consent to
enquiries being made about them, by the Secretary to the Department of Justice and Community Safety
(the Secretary) to the Australian Crime Commission (the ACC) in connection with the consideration
of their application and, if an assessment notice is granted, from time to time while the notice remains
in force. An assessment notice is a notice given by the Secretary to an applicant for a WWCC which
states the person has passed the check.

•

Clause 120 of the Bill amends section 11 of the Act to provide that, in considering an application made
under section 10, the Secretary must make enquiries of the ACC in relation to any decision made in
another State or Territory about an application made by, or a clearance or registration granted to, the
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applicant under a corresponding law. A corresponding law is defined (by clause 118) as a law of another
State or a Territory that provides for screening of persons engaging in child-related work and that
substantially corresponds with the Act.
•

Clause 132 of the Bill inserts new section 42D into the Act which provides that if the Secretary gives a
person a negative notice, the Secretary must notify the ACC and share certain information with the ACC
in relation to that notice. Clause 133 of the Bill inserts new section 57, a transitional provision, into the
Act. New section 57 provides that on the commencement day, the Secretary must notify the ACC and
share certain information with the ACC in relation to each negative notice given by the Secretary before
the commencement day. A negative notice is a notice given by the Secretary to an applicant for a WWCC
which states the person has been refused an assessment notice or is a notice given by the Secretary on
revoking an assessment notice to the former holder of the assessment notice.

In my opinion, any interference with a person’s privacy or reputation which may arise from these provisions
will neither be unlawful nor arbitrary. The new information sharing powers apply only to WWCC applicants
and notice holders. The ability of the Secretary to request and disclose information in the circumstances
outlined above will be specifically authorised by the Act. This is necessary to facilitate a consistent approach
between Australian jurisdictions in respect of making an assessment as to whether an individual who seeks
to work with children poses an unjustifiable risk to their safety. Further, the System will give effect to
recommendation 3(a)(i) of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. This
recommendation called on States and Territories to establish a central database that is readily accessible to all
jurisdictions to record WWCC decisions.
The Bill also amends the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 to require the identity of registered keno players to
be verified by keno licence holders. The following new provisions engage the right to privacy:
•

New section 6A.3.34D provides that a keno licensee must ensure that a registered player’s identity is
verified in accordance with the conditions of the licensee’s keno licence.

•

New section 6A.3.34F provides that, on the written request of the Victorian Commission for Gambling
and Liquor Regulation (the Commission), a keno licensee must provide the Commission with a list of
all of the licensee’s registered players. Penalties attach to non-compliance.

The requirement that a registered player has their identity verified prior to playing, alongside the
Commission’s power to request a list of registered players, may interfere with an individual’s right to privacy
by providing the government visibility over an individual’s gaming activities. However, this interference with
the right to privacy is not unlawful as it is authorised by the Bill. Further, it is not arbitrary; the amendments
mirror existing requirements for other Victorian gambling licensees, the purpose of which is to mitigate the
risks associated with electronic gambling accounts, such as underage gambling and identity fraud.
The Bill also amends the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 (the VCAT Act) to provide
for an information sharing function between the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT), the
Director of Consumer Affairs Victoria (the Director) and the Residential Tenancies Bond Authority (the
RTBA). Clause 103 of the Bill inserts new section 147A into the VCAT Act, which provides VCAT with a
function to provide data to the Director and to the RTBA.
The ability to share certain information with the Director is necessary for the operation of the rental noncompliance register established by the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018, the purpose of which is
to list residential rental providers and agents who fail to meet their obligations. The secrecy requirements in
section 34 of the VCAT Act would otherwise inhibit VCAT from providing any data to the Department of
Justice and Community Safety to populate the register. The information to be provided to the Director is
limited to information required to maintain the register, being the name and address of the residential rental
provider, the business name and business address of the residential rental provider’s agent (if any), the date
of the order, and the provision of the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 that the residential rental provider was
found to have breached (if noted on the order). Similarly, by reason of section 34 of the VCAT Act, VCAT
would otherwise be unable to provide information to the RTBA for the purposes of confirming that an
application has been made to VCAT in respect of a bond in the case of a disputed bond claim or details of
any order made by VCAT in respect of the apportionment of a bond. The information to be provided to the
RTBA pursuant to new section 147A is limited to the names of each of the parties to an application to VCAT
concerning a claim for repayment of a bond, the address of the rented premised in respect of which the bond
is held, the business name and business address of the residential rental provider’s agent (if listed on the
application), the date of the application, and the bond number assigned to the bond by the RTBA (if disclosed
on the application to VCAT). Therefore, any interference with privacy under new section 147A will be lawful,
by virtue of the clause itself, which is precise and appropriately circumscribed, and is proportionate to the
legitimate aim sought.
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The Bill also amends section 40 of the Victims of Crime Assistance Act 1996 (the VOCA Act) to extend the
registrar’s power to compel the production of certain information to Victims of Crime Assistance Tribunal
(Tribunal) officers, a new class of Tribunal staff. Tribunal officers are defined as officers of the Tribunal
who are legally qualified or have the requisite skills or experience to carry out the functions of a Tribunal
officer (new section 23(ca)). A Tribunal officer may give a notice to any person, and penalties attach to noncompliance. However, the power is appropriately circumscribed, with the information that may be requested
being limited to information relevant to an application for assistance. The ability of Tribunal officers to obtain
this information is necessary in light of other amendments to the VOCA Act being introduced by the Bill,
enabling the Chief Magistrate to delegate any power conferred on the Tribunal by or under the VOCA Act or
any other Act, to registrars or Tribunal officers as necessary for the effective operation of the Tribunal.
Demand for financial assistance at the Tribunal has increased significantly over the last five years.
Notwithstanding the significant efforts of the Tribunal and the introduction of several efficiency measures,
the increased demand is resulting in delays in determining applications and an increase in the number of
‘pending’ applications at the end of each financial year. The amendments broadening the scope of delegations
allowed under the VOCA Act are intended to assist in reducing this backlog and, specifically, extending the
existing investigatory powers and functions of registrars to Tribunal officers - are intended to increase
flexibility in decision-making. In my opinion, the above provisions engage but do not limit the rights to
privacy and reputation and are therefore compatible with sections 13(a) and (b) of the Charter.
Fair hearing, rights in criminal proceedings and right not to be tried or punished more than once
Section 24(1) of the Charter provides that a person who is party to a civil proceeding has the right to have the
proceeding decided by a competent, independent and impartial court or tribunal after a fair and public hearing.
The term ‘civil proceeding’ in section 24(1) has been interpreted as encompassing proceedings that are
determinative of private rights and interests in the broad sense, including some administrative proceedings.
Section 25(1) of the Charter preserves the traditional common law right to be presumed innocent until proven
guilty when charged with a criminal offence. Section 26 of the Charter provides that a person must not be
punished more than once for an offence in respect of which they have already been finally convicted or
acquitted in accordance with law. Ordinarily, sections 25(1) and 26 of the Charter do not apply to civil
consequences following a conviction. However, where a civil consequence is of such a magnitude that the
punitive effect outweighs the protective intention, a court may find that the right is limited.
The Bill amends the Working with Children Act 2005 with the effect that persons who are subject to a negative
assessment decision in another Australian jurisdiction will automatically be issued with a negative notice in
Victoria if the negative assessment decision is based on an offence that is equivalent to a category A offence.
If the negative assessment decision is based on an offence equivalent to a category B offence, or any other
ground, the Secretary must refuse to grant an assessment notice unless satisfied that the applicant would not
pose an unjustifiable risk to the safety of children, having regard to a number of prescribed factors.
Specifically, clauses 121 and 122 of the Bill amend sections 12 and 13 of the Act, respectively, to provide
that an application for a WWCC is a category A or B application, respectively, for the purposes of the Act if
it is in respect of a person who has been excluded from child-related work under a corresponding law because
the person has been charged with, convicted or found guilty of a category A or B offence. Category A offences
are the most serious offences for the purpose of the Act and include murder, rape and sexual offences
committed against a child.
A negative assessment decision in another Australian jurisdiction is also to be a trigger for a re-assessment
under the Act.
•

Clause 123 amends section 20 of the Act to provide that, if a holder of an assessment notice is excluded
from child-related work under a corresponding law, this is a relevant change in circumstances for the
purposes of section 20(1) and they must notify the Secretary, any person who engaged them in childrelated work and any agency with which they are listed.

•

Clause 124 of the Bill amends section 21 of the Act to provide that the Secretary must re-assess a
person’s eligibility to have an assessment notice if the Secretary is notified by the ACC that the person
has been excluded from child-related work under a corresponding law.

•

Clauses 125 and 126 amend sections 21AB and 21AC, respectively, to provide that a re-assessment is a
category A reassessment or category B re-assessment, respectively, if the Secretary re-assesses a
person’s eligibility to have an assessment notice because the Secretary is notified that the person has
been excluded from child-related work because the person has been charged with, convicted or found
guilty of a category A or category B offence.

•

Clause 127 of the Bill amends section 21B of the Act to provide that if the Secretary becomes aware that
a person who has an assessment notice has been excluded from child-related work under a corresponding
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law, the Secretary must suspend the person’s assessment notice pending the carrying out and completion
of a re-assessment.
These provisions do not limit the rights set out in section 24(1), section 25(1) or section 26 of the Charter
because they do not impose punishment or penalties on offenders for a criminal offence, nor do they alter the
fact that the person is innocent of any offence until judged guilty by a court.
The purpose and effect of preventing a person excluded from child-related work in another Australian
jurisdiction from engaging in child-related work in Victoria is to not penalise persons for a criminal offence,
but to assist in protecting children from sexual or physical harm in situations where the criminal history of a
person represents an unjustifiable risk to the safety of children. The scheme does not go further than to achieve
its purpose, with persons only being automatically issued with a negative assessment notice in the most serious
of cases (i.e. where they have been charged with, convicted or found guilty of an offence equivalent to a
category A offence). In circumstances where the person has been charged with, convicted or found guilty of
an offence equivalent to a category B offence, the Secretary must follow usual category B application
procedure, which will involve an independent assessment of whether that person represents an unjustifiable
risk to the safety of children. If the Secretary determines that this is the case and issues an interim negative
notice, the applicant will have the usual opportunity to respond to the information in the notice and explain
why they believe they should be granted a WWCC. Further, clause 128 of the Bill amends section 25 of the
Act to lift the restriction on negative notice holders reapplying for a WWCC until five years have elapsed
after the date of that notice in circumstances where that person is no longer excluded from child-related work
under a corresponding law.
Moreover, it is well established in common law that the actions of a regulatory body to dismiss, disbar, deregister or cancel a professional’s right to practice in various industries and professions is not viewed as a
punitive measure. It is a protective measure that operates to ensure the adequate standard of services to the
public and to maintain the reputation of the profession. Although the WWCC does not strictly amount to
professional registration, it does seek to prohibit individuals with criminal histories that represent an
unjustifiable risk to children from engaging in child-related occupations. Accordingly, any measures imposed
by the Act, resulting in a negative assessment decision or category B assessment in Victoria as a result of a
negative assessment decision in another Australian jurisdiction, are clearly protective rather than punitive
measures as there is no element of punishment involved.
For the above reasons, I consider the Bill to be compatible with section 24(1), section 25(1) and section 26 of
the Charter.
The Hon. Jill Hennessy
Attorney General

Second reading
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety, Minister for the
Coordination of Justice and Community Safety: COVID-19) (11:49): I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

I ask that my second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.
Incorporated speech as follows:
The Consumer and Other Acts Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2020 will make amendments to a range of
Acts in the Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Justice portfolios to improve their operation, clarify requirements
and update outdated references. It also contains important amendments to establish future gambling licencing
arrangements; support the implementation of the government’s residential tenancies reforms; and strengthen
protections under the Working With Children Act 2005. The Bill also carries amendments in relation to the
Victims of Crime Assistance Tribunal and the Victims of Crime Consultative Committee on behalf of my
Cabinet Colleagues, the Attorney-General and the Minister for Victim Support.
Amendments to the Gambling Regulation Act 2003
The Bill will make a significant number of amendments to the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 to implement
future licencing arrangements for the keno and wagering and betting licences in Victoria. The current licences
are due to expire in 2022 and 2024, respectively, making this an optimum time to reform and modernise the
regulatory framework.
Firstly the Bill will remove the ‘registration of interest’ stage from the wagering and betting licensing process.
This amendment will reduce red tape to make the process more efficient for licence applicants and
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government alike. Importantly, it will do this while maintaining the probity measures that are in place to
ensure integrity and fairness throughout the licensing process.
This change will also bring the wagering and betting licensing process into line with the lotteries and keno
licensing processes, which already benefit from a more streamlined application process.
The Bill will give the Minister the power to determine how many keno licences should be issued during each
licence awarding process, how long their terms should be, and whether they should incorporate any
exclusivity periods.
This amendment will give government more flexibility in responding to market conditions when awarding
licences. This in turn will allow government to extract maximum value from its keno licences, to the benefit
of all Victorians.
The Bill will also give the Minister the power to issue keno harm minimisation directions on a point-ofconsumption basis. This means that directions will apply to all gambling providers that provide keno games
to Victorians, irrespective of where they are licensed.
This measure represents another important step in protecting Victorians from gambling-related harms. It also
brings keno’s harm minimisation measures into line with Victoria’s wagering and betting arrangements,
where point-of-consumption harm minimisation measures have been put in place to support the
implementation of the National Consumer Protection Framework for Online Wagering.
Finally, the Bill will strengthen provisions around the management of online keno accounts. The Bill
introduces offence provisions for keno licensees to ensure their compliance with player identification and
player fund management requirements. These measures will help to mitigate the risks of underage online
gambling and enhance consumer protections by legislating the ways in which player funds must be held and
remitted by licensees.
Residential tenancies amendments
The Bill makes a number of amendments to the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 and the Residential Tenancies
Amendment Act 2018 to support the effective implementation of the government’s rental reform package.
These amendments include:
•

clarifying the period within which a renter must reimburse a residential rental provider for the
reasonable cost of repairs

•

allowing for rental minimum standards to require compliance with an industry or statutory standard

•

providing that it is an offence to prepare or authorise the preparation of a fixed-term rooming house
agreement, a residency agreement in a caravan park or a site agreement in a Part 4A park (as the
case may be) that contain a prohibited term

•

amending the new definition of the term “temporary crisis accommodation” to provide flexibility
in settling future requirements for the prescription of such accommodation under the Regulations,
and

•

inserting new provisions to provide for the termination of existing agreements and the creation of
new agreements where a party to an agreement has been subject to family or personal violence.

The Bill also carries an amendment to provide for the expiry of COVID-19 emergency measures contained
in Part 16 of the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 on 26 September 2020. This is to ensure alignment with the
expiry of the Residential Tenancies (COVID-19 Emergency Measures) Regulations 2020 (COVID-19
Regulations) and facilitate the smooth transition to the commencement of the new rental laws.
Finally, the Bill carries an amendment to the Consumer Legislation Amendment Act 2019 to ensure the
residential tenancies amendments carried by that Act can commence at the same time as the Residential
Tenancies Amendment Act 2018.
Amendments to the Victims of Crime Assistance Act 1996
The Victims of Crime Assistance Tribunal (Tribunal) provides financial assistance to victims of violent crime
under the Victims of Crime Assistance Act 1996 (VOCA Act).
Increased demand at the Tribunal has resulted in delays in determining applications and an increase in the
number of ‘pending’ applications (known as the ‘backlog’). Notwithstanding the significant efforts of the
Tribunal and the introduction of several efficiency measures, the backlog compromises the Tribunal’s efforts
to provide timely assistance to victims.
Accordingly, Part 9 of the Bill amends the VOCA Act with the aim of supporting the Tribunal to reduce the
backlog by increasing flexibility in decision-making. The Chief Magistrate’s power to delegate final award
decisions will be broadened to include a new class of Tribunal staff called ‘Tribunal officers’. Tribunal
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officers will be legally qualified or have the requisite skills or experience to carry out their functions, and have
the power to obtain information and make final award decisions.
Part 9 of the Bill also provides rights of review in alignment with the existing rights and the Tribunal’s rule
making power, including review of the final determination at the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal.
The amendments also provide Tribunal officers with the same statutory immunity as existing delegates and
Tribunal members.
Amendments to the Victims of Crime Commissioner Act 2015
The Victims of Crime Consultative Committee (Committee) is established under the Victims of Crime
Commissioner Act 2015 (VOCC Act) and advises the Attorney-General on victim of crime issues and
improvements to victim of crime support services.
Part 10 of the Bill modernises Committee term lengths, remuneration and reappointment. Currently,
Committee members who are victims of crime are not expressly entitled to remuneration. Expressly clarifying
remuneration for these members recognises their valuable contribution and aligns with other advisory
committees.
While the Committee Chairperson may be reappointed, the VOCC Act limits Committee appointments,
including terms of members who are victims of crime to two years. Enabling appointments for up to three
years allows more time for members to build their expertise and make more meaningful contributions, and
aligns with other advisory committees.
Currently, Committee members who are victims of crime cannot be reappointed. Enabling reappointments
for one further term of up to six months only, provides greater continuity of operations for the Committee
while limiting potential re-traumatisation that might arise from multiple terms and ensuring that membership
is regularly refreshed to support a diversity of perspectives and life experience.
Part 10 of the Bill also includes transitional provisions that stipulate that the existing Committee Chairperson
is taken to be appointed for three years and members who are victims of crime may be remunerated and
provided allowances as determined by the Attorney-General.
The term of the existing Committee Chairperson would expire before the terms of members who are victims
of crime. This misalignment in expiry dates fragments the Committee and creates a less efficient appointments
process. Accordingly, the transitional provisions also align the term expiry dates for the existing Committee
Chairperson and members who are victims of crime, to end on 16 April 2023.
Amendments to the Working With Children Act 2005
The Bill strengthens protections under the Working with Children Act 2005 by enabling the sharing of
information relating to individuals who have been refused a Working with Children Check with the Working
with Children Check National Reference System, a database established and maintained by the Australian
Criminal Intelligence Commission and accessible to Working with Children Check screening agencies across
the country.
With every screening agency in Australia agreeing to share negative assessment decisions with the National
Reference System, these amendments represent a major step towards achieving greater national consistency
of Working with Children Checks and further demonstrate Victoria’s commitment to responding to the
recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.
The Bill will empower Working with Children Check Victoria to participate with other jurisdictions in the
sharing of negative assessment information with the National Reference System and will also ensure that
Working with Children Check Victoria can assess information on the System. This means that if a person
who has been prohibited from working with children in another state or territory applies for a Working with
Children Check in Victoria, they will be prohibited from engaging in child-related work unless they are
assessed as not posing an unjustifiable risk to the safety of children. The only exception to this will be any
individual who has been refused a Working with Children Check in another state or territory based on a
category A offence, such as murder or a sexual offence committed by an adult against a child. These people
will be automatically prohibited from working with children and will be given a negative notice.
Other notable amendments
Finally, the Bill also includes two small but important reforms in relation to the Consumer Affairs portfolio.
Firstly, it amends the Australian Consumer Law and Fair Trading Act 2012 to reflect the endorsement of a
revised intergovernmental agreement by Consumer Affairs Ministers from the Commonwealth, States and
Territories on 30 August 2019. At present, the Act currently specifically refers to the original Agreement and
its date of signing—2 July 2009.
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Updating this reference will ensure the Act continues to operate effectively, and to avoid the need for future
amendments, the revised definition will be capable of applying to any future iteration of the Agreement as well.
Secondly, the Bill also amends the Rooming House Operators Act 2016 to clarify that, where a rooming house
operator has applied to the Business Licensing Authority for renewal of their licence within the period
permitted by the Act, their existing licence remains in force until a decision has been made to renew or refuse
the renewal of the licence. This ensures that existing licenses will remain active whilst renewal applications
are being processed and will not expire in the event of any administrative delay.
The Bill delivers a package of reforms to a wide range of consumer laws and in doing so, demonstrates the
Government’s commitment to ensuring that Victorians have strong, fair and workable consumer protections.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Ms STALEY (Ripon) (11:49): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debated adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned for two weeks. Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 1 July.
EDUCATION AND TRAINING REFORM AMENDMENT BILL 2020
Statement of compatibility
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education
and Training: COVID-19) (11:51): In accordance with the Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006 I table a statement of compatibility in relation to the Education and Training
Reform Amendment Bill 2020.
Opening paragraphs
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the
Charter), I make this Statement of Compatibility with respect to the Education and Training Reform
Amendment Bill 2020 (the Bill).
In my opinion, the Bill, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with human rights as set out
in the Charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview
The Bill amends the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 (the Principal Act) to clarify that the
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (Authority) may employ staff for a fixed period or on a
casual or sessional basis. This is a technical amendment to clarify this limited power to employ, outside of the
Authority’s general power to contract.
The purpose of engaging employees for a fixed period or on a casual/sessional basis aligns with the
Authority’s powers under sections 2.5.3(2)(a), (b), (c) and (d) of the Principal Act, namely, to develop and
conduct assessments. The Authority will also be able to engage employees for a fixed period or on a
casual/sessional basis for any additional purposes should the need arise, if specified in a Ministerial Order.
The Authority engages employees for a fixed period or on a casual/sessional basis during peak exams times
in the school year to undertake tasks such as developing, setting, supervising and marking Victorian
Certificate of Education and Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning examinations. In most instances, the
persons employed for this work are qualified and practising teachers. Therefore, this amendment will clarify
that the Authority has the power to employ staff for these purposes, with the salaries and allowances paid and
the terms and conditions of employment for these staff to be determined by Ministerial Order.
The Bill also makes technical amendments arising from recent reforms to the Children’s Services Act 1996
(Cth). The Children’s Services Amendment Act 2019, which received Royal Assent on 6 November 2019
and commenced on 17 May 2020, aligned the regulatory regime for children’s services with the regulatory
regime for education and care services under the Education and Care Services National Law (Victoria). The
Children’s Services Regulations 2020, which commenced on 17 May 2020, completed the alignment of the
children’s services regulatory framework with the National Law.
This consequential amendment aligns with the new framework for children’s services, to provide that,
amongst other aspects of the definition, an early childhood teacher does not include an educator (within the
meaning of section 5 of the Education and Care Services National Law (Victoria) or within the meaning of
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section 3 of the Children’s Services Act 1996) who does not hold an approved early childhood teaching
qualification.
Human rights issues
The Bill does not raise any human rights issues.
Consideration of reasonable limitations
As the Bill does not raise any human rights issues, it is not necessary to consider any reasonable limitations
under section 7(2) of the Charter.
Conclusion
I consider that the Bill is compatible with the Charter because it does not raise any human rights issues.
The Hon. James Merlino MP

Second reading
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education
and Training: COVID-19) (11:51): I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

I ask that my second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.
Incorporated speech as follows:
The Bill proposes amendments to Part 2.5 and Part 2.6 of the Education and Training Reform Act 2006
(ETRA).
Part 2.5 of the ETRA establishes the legislative framework for the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment
Authority (VCAA), which develops curriculum and assessment policy for school students in Victoria,
including those in Years 11 and 12 undertaking accredited courses, and sets minimum standards for
measuring and reporting on early childhood development.
Part 2.6 of the ETRA establishes the governance framework and powers and functions of the Victorian
Institute of Teaching (VIT). The VIT is the statutory authority that regulates the Victorian teaching profession,
including early childhood teachers.
The main purpose of the Bill is to clarify the employment powers of the VCAA through amendments to
Part 2.5 of the ETRA. The VCAA develops policies, criteria and standards for curriculum, assessments and
courses for school students, including courses leading to registered qualifications. The proposed amendments
relate specifically to the VCAA’s function of developing, evaluating and approving courses undertaken in
school years 11 and 12. In undertaking this function, the VCAA oversees the delivery of, and conducts
assessments for, the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning
(VCAL) and any other qualification available to a student in a school, with some exceptions, such as
vocational education and training, further education and higher education.
In order to fulfil its functions in relation to the development and assessment of accredited courses for Years 11
and 12 students, the VCAA needs to employ a number of teachers and other suitably qualified people for a
fixed period or on a casual/sessional basis each year. These employees are not on-going staff of the VCAA,
who are employed by the Secretary of the Department of Education and Training under Part 3 of the Public
Administration Act 2004.
The VCAA currently relies on its general contracting power under the ETRA to engage approximately 4000
of these employees for a fixed period or on a casual/sessional basis during peak exam times in the school year
to undertake tasks such as developing, setting, supervising and marking VCE exams.
To remove any potential ambiguity around the VCAA’s power to employ persons for the purposes of
performing its functions, the proposed amendment clarifies that the VCAA does have a limited power to
engage employees for a fixed period or on a casual/sessional basis to develop and conduct assessments, and
for any additional purposes provided for through a Ministerial Order. The determination of salaries and
allowances paid and the terms and conditions of employment of staff employed by the VCAA will be
determined by Ministerial Order.
The proposal will not require or result in any change to the current practices of the VCAA, and will support
the VCAA to continue to provide essential services to Victoria’s senior secondary school students.
The Bill also proposes technical consequential amendments to Part 2.6 of the ETRA arising from changes to
the Children’s Services Act 1996 and the regulations made under that Act regarding early childhood teacher
staffing requirements in children’s services.
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The Children’s Services Amendment Act 2019, which received Royal Assent on 6 November 2019 and
commenced on 17 May 2020, aligned the regulatory regime for children’s services with the regulatory regime
for education and care services under the Education and Care Services National Law (Victoria). The
Children’s Services Regulations 2020, which commenced on 17 May 2020, completed the alignment of the
children’s services regulatory framework with the National Law.
The alignment of the children’s services regulatory framework with the Education and Care Services National
Law included use of the term “educator” to refer to teachers holding an approved early childhood teaching
qualification, as well as to other early childhood staff who do not hold an approved early childhood teaching
qualification. The proposed amendments to Part 2.6 of the ETRA will clarify that the definition of “early
childhood teacher” in this Act includes only those “educators” who hold an approved early childhood teaching
qualification.
The Government has undertaken limited, targeted consultation on the draft Bill, and no criticism of the
proposed amendments has been made. The VCAA and the VIT have been consulted on the amendments
affecting each organisation and are supportive.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (11:51): I move:
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned for two weeks. Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 1 July.
NATIONAL ENERGY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020
Statement of compatibility
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (11:53): In accordance with the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities
Act 2006 I table a statement of compatibility in relation to the National Energy Legislation
Amendment Bill 2020.
Opening paragraphs
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the ‘Charter’),
I make this Statement of Compatibility with respect to the National Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 2020
(the Bill).
In my opinion, the Bill, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with human rights as set out
in the Charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview
The Bill amends the National Electricity (Victoria) Act 2005 (the NEVA) and the National Gas (Victoria)
Act 2008 (NGVA) to change the regulatory control period of which distribution network prices are set from
a calendar year to a financial year cycle and to validate the Australian Energy Regulator’s actions under the
National Electricity (Victorian) Law, National Electricity Rules, National Gas (Victorian) Law or National
Gas Rules to facilitate change to the financial calendar.
Human Rights Issues
Human rights protected by the Charter Act that are relevant to the Bill
The Bill does not engage any human rights protected by the Charter.
Consideration of reasonable limitations—section 7(2)
As the Bill does not engage any human rights protected by the Charter, it does not limit any human rights and
therefore it is not necessary to consider section 7(2) of the Charter.
Conclusion
Accordingly, it is my view that the Bill is compatible with the human rights as set out in the Charter.
Hon Lily D’Ambrosio MP,
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change
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Second reading
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (11:53): I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

I ask that my second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.
Incorporated speech as follows:
Today’s National Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 contains a number of technical amendments to
change the timing of electricity and gas network regulatory periods in Victoria from a calendar to financial year
cycle. This Bill forms part of the Government’s broader package of reforms aimed at making Victoria’s energy
retail markets simpler and fairer, and cutting the cost of energy for Victorian households and small businesses.
Currently in Victoria, retail electricity and gas prices tend to change on 1 January rather than on 1 July, as
occurs in the rest of Australia. This is because distribution charges, a component of the price that consumers
pay to bring electricity and gas to their homes, are updated annually on a calendar year basis rather than a
financial year basis.
As a consequence, Victorian consumers are often notified of increases to the costs of their electricity or gas
plans following the Christmas and New Year period, when cost of living pressures are already high. Further,
many consumers are too busy at this time of year to engage with the market to find a better offer elsewhere.
The Bill will amend the National Electricity (Victoria) Act 2005 and the National Gas (Victoria) Act 2008 to
change the regulated electricity and gas network distribution pricing periods in Victoria from a calendar to
financial year basis. The current electricity distribution determination period will be extended from
31 December 2020 to 30 June 2021. The current gas distribution access arrangement will be extended from
31 December 2022 to 30 June 2023. This will align the Victorian electricity and gas network regulatory
periods with other jurisdictions in Australia.
The Bill builds on existing reforms delivered under our Government’s Energy Fairness Plan. Last year we
implemented the Victorian Default Offer, or VDO. The VDO represents a simple, fair price for electricity
that customers can feel confident in, replacing former costly standing offers.
Our free and independent energy price comparison website, Victorian Energy Compare, has been accessed by
2.7 million Victorians. Seven-out-of-ten customers have been able to find a better deal by switching retailers
and saving $330 on average in the first year alone. Customers who have used the website to compare offers
have been able to access the Government’s $50 Power Saving Bonus, which we extended to 30 June 2020.
We are also on track to implement the remaining recommendations from the Independent Review into the
Electricity and Gas Retail Markets in Victoria. Upcoming reforms will limit the frequency with which retailers
can increase their prices to once per year, make marketing of energy deals clearer and less confusing for
customers, and cap pay-on-time discounts so that customers are not unfairly penalised if they are late making
a payment.
This Government remains committed to implementing the remainder of the Energy Fairness Plan.
Forthcoming legislation will ban door-to-door sales and cold-calling by energy retailers; ban ‘save’ and ‘winback’ offers by energy retailers who try to hold onto their customers by making enticing offers that are
increased after a short while; and overhaul and increase penalties for energy retailers who provide false or
misleading information or wrongfully disconnect customers.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Ms STALEY (Ripon) (11:53): I move:
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned for two weeks. Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 1 July.
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JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (DRUG COURT AND OTHER MATTERS)
BILL 2020
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms HENNESSY:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Ms HALL (Footscray) (11:53): I would like to acknowledge the Minister for Corrections. I noted
yesterday in my contribution the work that he has done across a suite of measures to make sure that
we can support people to stay out of prison and out of the justice system. Yesterday I spoke about my
time at Victoria Police and how I had seen the impact firsthand of drug and alcohol-related crime. And
just continuing on, after successful completion of the first two years of an order a person remains under
sentence until their sentence is completed.
They still must comply with the core condition of good behaviour, including not reoffending, which
will be regularly monitored, and if a person fails their treatment order, they can be imprisoned by a
judge. If they commit an offence, they will be charged with it and sent to prison for breaching their
treatment order. When sentenced for the offence, the fact that they were on a treatment order will be
considered an aggravating factor for the sentencing judge. It is intense, involving supervision and
treatment, and most importantly it is more successful in preventing recidivism among offenders. A
2015 evaluation of the Drug Court by KPMG found a 23 per cent reduction in reoffending over the
first 12 months post completion and a 29 per cent reduction in reoffending over 24 months post
treatment order. They also found an overall reduction in serious offences, including a 90 per cent
reduction in trafficking offences and a 54 per cent reduction in violence with weapons offences.
There is no point calling yourself tough on crime if you are not smart about crime. The best way to
help everyone—victims, offenders and society—is by reducing the amount and causes of crime. Drug
courts do this. The drug treatment orders do this. While drug courts are a major component of this bill,
they are not the only one.
This bill will also amend the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 to insert
confidentiality protections relating to proceedings under the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2017.
Proceedings under the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act are incredibly personal and sensitive, and at
present an applicant may apply to VCAT for a review of certain decisions, but that does not ensure
their confidentiality. Other highly personal proceedings, such as those under the Medical Treatment
Planning and Decisions Act 2016, contain confidentiality provisions. This amendment will therefore
make the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act consistent with other proceedings. People should be
guaranteed dignity around these proceedings, and that includes reasonable privacy protections,
especially in cases that garner significant media attention.
This bill will also amend the Limitation of Actions Act 1958. It will allow a court to set aside past
judgements and settlements relating to child abuse cases between 1 July 2015 and 1 July 2018. This
is a significant reform, and it was born out of listening to victim survivors of child abuse. The
significance of the three years to which it applies is great, as this is the date when limitation periods
were abolished in respect to child abuse actions. It is a loophole that should be closed. The exact
number of people who entered into settlement agreements between 1 July 2015 and 1 July 2018 is
unknown, but the amendment will reduce the disadvantage that victim survivors felt they were at
previously by allowing unfair settlements to be set aside if it is just and reasonable to do so.
A court will be able to use its discretion to determine whether it is just and reasonable to set aside a
prior judgement based on the facts of each case that comes before it. This will allow the court to
consider important contextual information, including the relative bargaining power of parties, the
conduct of the parties and the amount of settlement. These provisions will not extend to people who
have accepted offers of redress under the national redress scheme.
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Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (11:58): I rise to make a contribution on the Justice Legislation
Amendment (Drug Court and Other Matters) Bill 2020, and particularly I will be focusing around
where it affects within the youth justice system.
I will note the member for Footscray, who spoke about her time with Victoria Police. When you see
firsthand the effect of drugs and alcohol on any person coming through the court system, coming
through a police station, it is quite confronting. It is also difficult looking at it from two sides. When
you are standing in a light-blue uniform—when I was there, now a dark-blue uniform—to have
someone come through who is violent, who is offensive, who is abusive et cetera and you are the person
arresting them or bringing them through into custody, it is difficult to have a compassionate side at that
time. That is just the reality of life. It is quite difficult. But most police, you will find, will later have that
opportunity to stand back and think about it, because it affects people in all different ways.
We have seen the effects of drugs, the effects of what they can do to someone’s life and the detrimental
effects not just on them but on their family and community, and it is heartbreaking. I have seen cases
with people who were on ice where it has taken eight police officers to arrest them because of the
absolute strength that they have because of their mind and their position at the time.
As a community, as a Parliament and as a government—obviously the government of today and
hopefully one day in a government of the future we have an opportunity—we do need to not just
always look at, as I said, being tough on crime; we need to be smarter in some of the things we do. We
need to work differently. We need to also have opportunities to give people the tools and the necessary
requirements, whether it is in coming out of jail or other systems, so that they can come back and be
of benefit to themselves, which obviously is a positive outcome for the community going forward.
Some of the focus on youth justice at the moment is, and quite rightly, around some of the issues we
have had in the youth justice centres. We have had issues with assaults in the youth justice centres,
and we have seen some changes within that system. We had an assault recently reported where a
teacher was assaulted within the youth justice system just the other day. These are issues that do raise
concerns for many in the community, and I think that people should be worried, particularly the staff
in the youth justice facilities, who would be concerned about the changes that are happening and how
they are having to deal with young people whilst they are in the prison system.
Without going into things that should happen going forward, there will be a lot of things that can
change in the way we work with young people, but if young people are going into the system and
coming out worse, then there is something wrong with the system, and I think that is something that
needs to be addressed. The government of the day needs to take responsibility for any of the changes
that are happening within that. Some of the latest figures that are coming out are showing 44.3 per cent
of young people who go through the youth justice system have returned to post-sentence supervision,
up from 39.3 per cent in the last five years. It is quite alarming that we have had an increase in people
going back into post-sentence supervision while at the same time in New South Wales we have seen
a reduction in that. So we need to try and work out what is creating it, what is changing and how young
people are being worked with whilst they are in the youth justice system and whilst they are in
detention. Are we putting programs in place so when they get out they can have an opportunity to be
the best that they can be and have the best opportunities, and giving them the tools to make changes
in their life?
Not only does this increase in youth offending have an impact on their lives but it has a financial
impact on the state budget. We have seen that the cost of keeping a person in the youth justice system
now has risen by 23.98 per cent to $1748 per day. So if we can change a system where we do not have
every single person in the system and we can divert that money to actually stopping people going into
the system, again it is a positive for the community. That is our goal. At the end of the day, if we can
have people not going into the youth justice system, then we can use that money to prevent others
going in. I think that is a positive for the community, it is an investment in the future. I think we can
make changes to see what we can do there.
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One of the other areas within this bill is the Youth Parole Board. Most of it is fairly straightforward.
We have got a few clause numbers written down, which we will not go through, but we do raise one
issue, and I would be happy to speak to the minister at the table today, the Minister for Youth Justice,
in relation to one of the changes as to who can be on the board, with the restriction changing to a
lawyer of 10 years standing. We find this is probably just a little bit short when you are putting in to
the parole board. It is a very important role, the parole board, and I know the minister will agree with
that; it is a very, very important role. They have got to work within the confines of the Children, Youth
and Families Act 2005, and one of the things we do have to have in that is around community safety
when offenders do get out on parole.
Most of the community understand that parole is not just, ‘See you later, have a good day’, and you
have to turn up and sign in at the police station; parole is actually about putting in place restrictions,
putting in place programs and putting in place conditions so that a young person—or obviously with
the adult parole board an adult person—has to actually go and report and find things to do and find
ways to improve themselves. That can be working with a parole officer. That can be working with
someone in the local justice system. I used to work in Dandenong, and we had one of the Department
of Justice offices there, and the staff in there worked as best they could, a lot of the time under pressure,
with the young offenders they had come through, because at the end of the day they did not want them
to go back to jail. You do not become a parole officer so you can sign the form and get them back into
jail; parole officers are there to try and prevent people from going back into the system.
So I just think that when we are looking at the parole board, any changes we make to the parole
board—how that is going to impact, how that is going to affect, making decisions going forward—is
something that needs to be seriously considered. I just think we need to make sure that people on the
parole board understand the decisions they are making and the impacts they are having on the lives of
young people, the communities they live in and the families that obviously have brought them up
through those times. I think it is really important.
That is probably the only real concern I have in relation to what is happening there. But I will say—
and as I have said, I have spoken to the minister before—that I do agree on a tough-on-crime approach,
and I am not moving away from that. I think we need to have an approach that sends a message about
what you can and cannot do in the community, and I have got no issue with that. But I am also a
believer in that we need to look around the world and at what they are doing that is successful and that
at the end of the day stops and reduces recidivism, stops and reduces crime and can work with young
people so they can be the best people they can. I am very, very passionate about it.
When I was in the police force I worked with young people. I specifically started Operation Newstart
in Dandenong because I do not want to see young people going to jail. I do not want to see them going
into a system which they cannot find a way out of. And if anyone wants to go and have a look through
our youth justice system and have a chat to some of the kids in there, they will find many of them are
there because they cannot find a way out. So if I was going to make a change, if I was going to put
anything in in relation to the parole board, it would be solely that we need to start to focus on the parole
board. How do they guide these young people to find the path to prevent them going back into the
justice system?
A lot changes over time, and I know that. As I said, I worked in the prison system for a while. It is sad:
at the time it was almost acceptable, and we know things change in life, that when a prisoner was let
out on parole the saying was, ‘Reoffend, bring a friend’. That is a very poor saying. I am not saying,
obviously, it was the right one, but that is what used to happen when they got out of the prison system.
I imagine it was probably the same in the youth justice system back in the 80s and 90s, where it was
a tougher-on-crime approach, even within the system. But the message has to be quite simply, ‘How
do we work with you to find a path for a better life, which is going to be a better outcome for our
community?’.
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So we are not opposing the bill. I do have a concern in relation to changing the parole board to reduce
the amount of requirements to be on there. If anything, I would probably like to see an increase in the
requirements to be on the parole board, to have more influence from people who understand the
changes in our culture, the changes in what we need to see around reoffending and the scientific-based
approaches to how we can make sure young people do not go back to jail, and any parole board
decisions having a follow-up to ensure they can go out and do programs that are of benefit to them
and a benefit to their community.
Ms RICHARDS (Cranbourne) (12:07): I am very pleased to be able to have the opportunity to
make a contribution on the Justice Legislation Amendment (Drug Court and Other Matters) Bill 2020.
I have been reflecting that this is an area of policy where I am so particularly proud to be part of a
Labor team that brings in justice and a really strong scientific approach to issues that are of incredible
complexity not just for us in Victoria but obviously a complexity that has been experienced by
jurisdictions around the world.
I would like to thank the Attorney-General and her topnotch team for the work that has brought this
legislation here—this incredibly sound reform—to our Parliament and to this place today. It was
wonderful to have a contribution from the member for Niddrie, at the table—they are always deep and
considered reflections on areas of interest, and yesterday was no exception. I am so proud to have that
reformist approach that has been brought by this government into all manner of complex areas of
crime and the way that we respond to people in our community who are doing the wrong thing and
often doing the wrong thing for complex reasons. It is great to have decisions about our justice system
that are based on sound research, including of course the groundbreaking work that was undertaken
by Penny Armytage and James Ogloff. It was first commissioned by the now Minister for Health in
the other place during the time when she was responsible for youth justice.
I would also like to pay tribute to the contribution from the member for Bayswater yesterday. We have
got a lot of depth on this side of the house. He is a young man who has made some terrific contributions
in his time here. A highlight for me has been the way that he very courageously shares his experience—
his life experience and his experience in the police force.
I somehow realise that I have gotten to 18 months or so in this place and I have not ever mentioned
Father Bob Maguire, which seems like a bit of an oversight. Of course Bob Maguire—Father Bob—
is well known for a couple of turns of phrase that many of us enjoy. In preparing for this contribution
I reflected on his role as a parish priest, and before shutdown I attended a funeral celebrated by
Father Bob. On that sad occasion it was made more meaningful by his approach to justice and by him
looking at his role as a defender of his faith. Of course he has a phrase; he describes himself as the
patron of the unloved and unlovely, and it seems to me that the matters before us are complex but do
very much relate to the unloved and the unlovely.
I would like to thank the Chief Judge and the courts for their ongoing communication and dialogue
with this government to help positively impact the lives of offenders, their families and the community
as a whole. This bill shows that as a Labor government we are not just tough on crime but, as has been
said before, we are smart too. It will amend the County Court Act 1958 and the Sentencing Act 1991
over the next three years to establish a Drug Court in the County Court in addition to the existing and
effective drug courts in the Melbourne Magistrates Court. The bill will also amend the Victorian Civil
and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 to protect the confidentiality of applicants under the Voluntary
Assisted Dying Act 2017—an incredibly important part of this before us—and amend the Limitation
of Actions Act 1958 to allow people who entered into settlement agreements when the Ellis defence
was effectively abolished to apply to the court to have the agreement set aside. Again, that is something
that has weighed heavily on many of us in this place and always will. The bill will amend the Charities
Act 1978 to allow the Attorney-General to delegate any of her powers or functions under that act and
amend the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 to allow for an appointment of an additional
alternative chairperson.
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But today my focus will be on the Drug Court. Drug and alcohol abuse disproportionately affects those
facing hardship and minority groups. Seeing people who are in need of our assistance hauled off to
prison does not serve anyone’s interests. We should be doing all we can to support those in affected
groups and engage with them to assist with their integration into society. The pilot Drug Court division
will run for three years and will be independently evaluated after two years. It is a good scientific
approach using good solid research to determine the reforms that are brought to this place. The success
of the previous programs has given us the insight we need to better know how the complex needs of
many vulnerable people need to be addressed for both their own and the broader community’s sake.
This reform will create a genuine rehabilitation alternative for non-violent and non-sexual offenders.
We are creating a pathway for more people to rejoin society and contribute to our great state in a
meaningful way. Let us not make the mistake of thinking this is a free pass for criminals. It is a careful,
disciplined and thorough alternative for people who are both willing and in need of special medical
attention.
I spoke in my inaugural speech about the effect that a group of people from a Cranbourne drug and
alcohol support group had on me when they were generous enough to share their stories and explain
to me what it has been like to support each other in the incredibly altruistic way that they reach out to
one another. Knowing that I was going to make this contribution I checked to make sure that this was
something that aligned with their views—the people who are living their lives in support of family
members and people they love who have been consumed by addiction. I was very pleased to hear the
great support that they have shown for this. It is really important, I think, for us to ground the
contributions we make with reflections on the effects that they will have in our local community. I
have been very fortunate to have the wise counsel of Debbie Sesso and others in my community who
are showing the best of Cranbourne in the way that they support each other and the way that they
support other families who are experiencing the sort of trauma that is often experienced by people who
love and care for people who are grappling with addiction.
We understand that drug use in some cases is the cause of the crime, and we need to make sure that
the offender will submit themselves to a two-year treatment and supervision period. This will address
the offender’s substance abuse while they remain in the community.
The second part is a four-year suspended prison sentence. The suspension is dependent on the
offender’s compliance with the conditions of the treatment order. In doing this we can prevent
reoffending and we can make our communities safer. We can give people a genuine chance to turn
their lives around.
Drug and alcohol treatment orders mean people are 23 per cent less likely to offend in the year postcompletion, and that is extraordinary. Not only that, they are 90 per cent less likely to commit
trafficking offences and 54 per cent less likely to offend violently with weapons. Drug courts make
our community safer and they transform lives. This Andrews Labor government is willing and able to
invest in anything that reduces crime, because we are not just tough on crime, that is part of how we
operate; we look at the causes as well. That is why things like our procurement policies and the way
that we have responded with free TAFE I know have been at the centre of the responses we have,
making sure that people have a different life.
I have been honoured to have conversations with so many people across my community, and one
really comes back to me—a woman who had had a complex life and was really making sure that she
was back on a different path. She had three little kids at home, she was very much looking forward to
getting her drivers licence back, but it was actually her return to TAFE and the capacity to be able to
access the TAFE system that has changed her life.
So let us be tough on crime, but let us also remember that there is so much more to people’s offending,
and that is why this piece of legislation before us is such a great Labor reform. It is something that
brings together the best of us, making sure that there is research, making sure that there is social justice,
making sure that we speak to people who are affected and making sure that the victims of crime as
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well as people who are affected by addiction—those who know what they are talking about—are all
part of the solution. The bill before us I know reflects the best of us and the best of all of those elements.
I wish it a speedy passage.
Dr READ (Brunswick) (12:17): I am pleased to talk about the Justice Legislation Amendment
(Drug Court and Other Matters) Bill 2020 as it is one of the few justice bills of recent years that the
Greens fully support. The bill seeks to establish a pilot Drug Court in the County Court jurisdiction in
Victoria as well as to address some other matters, including, importantly, ensuring all survivors of
institutional child abuse will have access to fair compensation. I will focus on the Drug Court today
and why we support this kind of justice reinvestment policy. Other members have spoken in detail
about the history of this court, and they are rightly proud of the legacy of the former Labor AttorneyGeneral Rob Hulls, who was the driving force behind it and the Koori Court opening back in 2002.
It is worth comparing the criminal justice landscape and what it looked like back then in 2002 with
what it looks like in Victoria now. Back then we had an imprisonment rate of around 95 per
100 000 Victorians compared to about 160 per 100 000 Victorians today. Of those who were in prison
then around 5 per cent entering the system identified as Aboriginal compared to—shamefully—
around 10 per cent or more now. All of this meant that we spent only about $220 million a year running
prisons then compared to $1.5 billion a year currently.
While Victoria has never had the lowest recidivism rate in the country, from 2002 to 2010 the state’s
reoffending rate was trending down, hitting a record low of just over 33 per cent, and now it is just
over 43 per cent. There was less crime then too—for example, in 2004 crimes against the person
occurred at a rate of just above 700 per 100 000, but today it is around 1200 per 100 000. So when the
Drug Court pilot started Victoria had the kind of low-crime, low-imprisonment environment that I
describe. It locked up fewer First Nations people than we do now. Back then we ploughed less money
into prisons—freeing up more for education and health—and we were the envy of other jurisdictions
in Australia. So what happened? Unlike the Drug Court program, which was best practice, strongly
evidence based to reduce reoffending, place based to fit the needs of certain communities and ongoing
and monitored to improve effectiveness in producing cost benefits to the community, we introduced a
lot of measures that were the complete opposite. Instead of evidence-based programs, we had
politically based ones. Instead of positive cost benefit, we had expensive solutions that had no value.
Instead of long-term monitoring and place-based solutions, we had policies designed around election
cycles, and we saw the erosion of tailored sentencing. We have had mandatory minimum sentences.
We have had expanded private prisons. We have abolished suspended sentences. We have increased
remand numbers and reduced parole, which means of course the straight release of the 99 per cent of
prisoners who are released. We gave more powers and bigger weapons to police and PSOs, and even
when we looked to innovate by introducing home detention, we abolished it a few years later.
Now, while this government did not initiate all of these retrograde measures, neither has it reversed
them. Indeed, it has expanded them, so now we have the highest increases in imprisonment, the highest
proportion of First Nations people in prison, a recidivism rate as high as 80 per cent for those in youth
detention and the most spent on building and running prisons in our history. So this bill is a welcome
change from much of the tough on crime legislation that we have seen over the past five years, which
has bloated our prisons, cost us more and achieved less, apart from perhaps the dubious satisfaction of
revenge.
Almost all of the performance metrics recorded in the budget papers are going in the wrong direction,
including the crime rates since this government took power. If prison was a medical treatment, it would
have gone the way of leeches and poultices. There is of course an alternative to the fearful vengeance
that is codified in tough on crime legislation, and this bill is an example of that. The Minister for
Corrections yesterday referred to the support for drug courts from the Republican governor of New
Jersey. Indeed, one thing that has united Republicans and Democrats in the US recently has been their
reaction to the high and rising cost of imprisonment and the greater benefits of reinvesting that money
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into justice—so-called justice reinvestment—reinvesting it into preventing crime and preventing,
particularly, reoffending.
Reality has taught us that imprisonment should be a last resort and for serious offenders. You cannot
imprison or remand your way to lowering crime. Reality has taught us that mandatory minimum
sentences discriminate against minorities, that you cannot spend money on addressing the causes of
crime when you blow all of that cash on a bloated and costly prison system and that high rates of
imprisonment create more crime and even across generations in our most disadvantaged communities.
But we should not have to look too far to discover this when the disproportionate generational
incarceration of First Nations people in Victoria has not just continued but has actually increased by
70 per cent under this government, to the point where they constitute 10 per cent of our prison
population.
So while I support this bill and the expansion of the Drug Court jurisdiction, I urge this government to
expand the proven principle that underpins it, which is called justice reinvestment, to reduce
imprisonment, because substance abuse and addiction are not the only causes of crime. If the Drug
Court can cost-effectively lower criminal offending, then so can non-custodial sentencing
accompanied by public housing, treatment of mental illness, rehabilitation programs and better yet
early interventions and investments in social services and prevention to stop most people’s
engagement with the criminal justice system in the first place. This is a moment when Victoria can
decide to do something to end the recent policies of mass imprisonment and to invest in improving the
lives and futures of the most disadvantaged Victorians.
Mr McGHIE (Melton) (12:24): It is my pleasure to rise today to contribute on the Justice
Legislation Amendment (Drug Court and Other Matters) Bill 2020. I am pleased that those opposite
are not opposing this bill. I would like to thank the Attorney-General and her staff for this important
piece of legislation, and I also acknowledge the Minister for Corrections and his staff for the great
work that they are doing.
This is something I am very pleased to see: a sensible, scientific and commonsense approach to dealing
with the drugs and those affected by drugs in our Victorian community. My experience in my working
life as a paramedic and union official has shown me that the nature of drug use in our community is
well and truly a health issue. The prevalence of drugs in society is often seen by first responders like
ambulance staff. I and my other union members all know of firsthand experiences in the community.
Every member would know of regular encounters with individuals and the continued devastation their
drug use could inflict. Often these individuals would continue in their addictions no matter how hard
the criminal justice came down on them. They posed a risk to themselves, their family, the wider
community and those who responded to them.
Every member would also know of patients who started substance abuse at a lower end of offending.
It seemed to many in many of these circumstances that people could have been diverted from the
serious situations they were in if they had only had intervention earlier in their lives. We are all too
familiar that those with substance abuse can really struggle to access treatment in mental health
services and in rehabilitation. I am often approached by people who see the people they care for about
to fall further into addiction and who cannot find rehabilitation services for them. Unfortunately some
of these people end up in our justice system as a result.
The pressure substance abuse places on our healthcare system as well as our justice and legal systems
is large and costly. That is why I believe the Drug Court is such a powerful tool that can intervene for
some people to change the outcome of their lives. It can be transformational in changing the trajectory
of their life and those around them and has the bonus of reducing the number of potential victims and
the huge cost on our health and justice systems. If offending is driven by drug abuse and if the
offending is not of a violent or sexual nature, then there may be an opportunity to treat the underlying
drug dependency and set the person on a different path. Rehabilitation requires an intensive, flexible
and tailored approach that treats the underlying causes of addiction and criminal behaviour.
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The drug courts in Victoria and elsewhere have been shown to reduce reoffending and encourage
social integration by treating the underlying causes of offending behaviour. The intervention into
damaging substance use can help turn people’s lives around and create a safer community. It does this
by helping put a stop to their criminal offending in the community. We know this because the Drug
Court has operated out of Dandenong Magistrates Court since 2002 and has constantly proven more
effective than conventional sanctions such as imprisonment. In 2017 a further Drug Court was
established at the Melbourne Magistrates Court. From these courts we know that drug and alcohol
treatment orders are more successful in preventing recidivism among offenders. An evaluation of the
Drug Court by KPMG in 2015 found a 23 per cent reduction in reoffending over the first 12 months
post completion and a 29 per cent reduction in reoffending over 24 months; a reduction in seriousness
of offences, including 90 per cent reduction in trafficking offences; and a 54 per cent reduction in
violence with weapons offences.
This legislation will allow the County Court also to make a drug and alcohol treatment order for a
person sentenced to a period of up to four years. These will be intense orders involving treatment and
supervision and will require a person to address their drug addiction and the root causes of their
offending. This is a fantastic outcome for Victoria. For too long a focus solely on a tough-on-crime
approach without addressing the root causes of people’s offending has led to repeat offending by those
who never really get to address their underlying issues.
Counterintuitively, we as a society have often thought that coming down hard on drug crime could by
itself stop drug use and bring about less victims in the community. What we have seen for many years
is people with substance abuse trapped inside a cycle—continued substance abuse and more victims.
This is because the causes of their addiction are never really addressed. In too many cases it costs not
just quality of life but millions in taxpayer funds to continue this never-ending cycle. The cost of
policing and the courts and on the healthcare system in addressing those who abuse substances is
immense. Drug courts are a far more effective response. If only for fiscal reasons, this new approach
with the drug courts is worth it. Exposing low-end offending, non-violent addicts to career criminals
in the justice system often results in perpetuating criminal behaviour long term. This results in overall
more victims of crime, not less.
Our role in this house is to create a better society in Victoria. Reducing offending rates and not just
punitive outcomes is beneficial to all Victorians. Often substance abuse can be directly linked to
generational poverty. The trauma that poverty can have on people often makes individuals more at
risk of poor mental health outcomes and substance abuse. We also know that often minorities within
our community are more at risk of poverty and emotional harm. As we speak, millions around the
world are fully aware of the struggles minority groups often have in dealing with their justice system.
Addressing people’s health needs relating to their substance abuse is one way we as a society can help
balance the system and divert health problems from becoming criminal justice problems. Giving atrisk communities resources, not rulings, is important to address justice and faith in society. The rates
of substance abuse can also be high in our LGBTIQ communities. It is important to understand the
influences drugs and alcohol have on the mental health implications of LGBTIQ people as they deal
with discrimination. Having a justice system that can take into consideration and help address some
of these underlying issues is vital.
This legislation proposes that the County Court Drug Court would be restricted to offenders who plead
guilty to an offence where the offence is not a defined sexual offence or an offence involving the
infliction of actual bodily harm and where a sentence of four years imprisonment or less would be
appropriate. In addition to this eligibility criteria, the offender would need to satisfy other guidelines.
For example, an offender must consent to participate in the Drug Court, must live in a specified
catchment area and must satisfy the court that they are dependent on drugs and/or alcohol and that this
dependency contributed to their offending. Once it commences, the County Court Drug Court would
be available to an eligible offender regardless of where their offending was committed.
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The County Court Drug Court would impose drug and alcohol treatment orders. The drug and alcohol
treatment orders would be comprised of two parts: a treatment and supervision part and a custodial
part that operates for up to 4 years. If an offender complies with the conditions of their drug and alcohol
treatment order, they would serve the custodial part of the order in the community. It is important to
note that if an offender reoffends or fails to comply with another condition during the custodial part,
they would face potential activation of their prison sentence alongside any sentence imposed for the
further offending. The treatment and supervision part of a drug and alcohol treatment order would
involve intensive engagement, including attending court for urine analysis and judicial monitoring as
well as drug treatment and vocational training. The government is expanding the drug court model
into the County Court and also into regional Victoria with two new Magistrates Court sites in Ballarat
and Shepparton. Often the harm from substance abuse is felt in our regional centres, so I am pleased
to see this expansion.
The drug court expansion also supports a broader reform to address mental health needs such as the
priorities of the Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System, particularly the relationship
between mental health and offending and the relationship between mental health and substance abuse
issues. This program takes pressure off corrective services, and the County Court Drug Court is likely
to reduce demand for social services by improving offenders’ relationships, housing stability and life
skills.
We all know that housing has been a major issue for many in our community, and the government’s
response to homelessness during this COVID outbreak has been fantastic. It is important that we
relieve pressure on housing and social services in any way we can to help further address all these
issues. I am proud to be a member of this government, and I am proud that we can look into effective
fact-based solutions to address the issues that impact society. I am pleased that we are dealing with
this as a health issue and allowing people to address the underlining causes of their addictions. I support
this legislation and I commend the bill to the house.
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (12:34): I rise this afternoon to speak on the Justice Legislation
Amendment (Drug Court and Other Matters) Bill 2020. Firstly, the bill amends a number of acts,
including the County Court Act 1958 to establish a Drug Court division of the County Court; makes
consequential and related amendments to other acts, including the Limitation of Actions Act 1958 in
relation to previously barred courses of action relating to child abuse; and makes miscellaneous
amendments to a number of acts, including the Charities Act 1978, the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 and the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005.
Like other members, I will focus my contribution on the Drug Court component of the bill. As many
speakers have noted previously, drugs, unfortunately—and alcohol—can cause horrible harm to many
individuals, families and indeed communities. Particularly in recent years the scourge of ice and other
such drugs have really become ingrained in many communities, including in many regional
communities, and unfortunately in the Morwell electorate in the Latrobe Valley the reading is not
good. One only has to look at some of the drug offences aligned with crime statistics in my community
to understand the level of drug abuse and drug addiction that occurs there.
I note the previous speaker talked about some of the issues arising from the disadvantage that is
prevalent in some communities, and maybe people who live with disadvantage are more prone to
being addicted to drugs and alcohol. But be assured it is not confined to that, and unfortunately there
are many children from good families who have become addicted to these particular drugs and find it
very difficult to come out the other side. Unfortunately I can talk personally to that. We are not alone;
there are many families like ours who deal with that.
But there are some wonderful groups and organisations in communities across Victoria who do great
work. One of those in our community is the Australian Community Support Organisation, and to all
the team at ACSO: you do a fabulous job. In particular, I give a call-out to Charlotte and her team. She
is just a saint, and an amazing person who not only supports the individual who is grappling with drugs
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but also a number of families and networks, and the support to parents is absolutely sensational and
first class.
I know this is a justice bill, but the Minister for Mental Health I find is a very caring person, and I have
a lot to do with him outside of Parliament in talking about the needs of and services in the Gippsland
community. Whilst there is a lot more to do, we are grateful to the government for some of the services
they have introduced into our community, particularly around rehabilitation as well. So whilst it is in
the member for Gippsland East’s electorate, the Hope Restart Centre, which has just recently opened,
is a great initiative and supported by all levels of government, and we are grateful for that.
In the Latrobe Valley there is a proposed youth residential facility—a rehabilitation facility—that is
earmarked for development, and that is good, but we do need more, and we certainly need more detox
beds in the region. At the moment, unfortunately, when you go into rehabilitation there is normally as
a precursor to that an undertaking of detox, and unfortunately there are a very limited number of beds
in our region, which means that people have to go to Melbourne or to the outer suburbs to find a place
before going into a rehabilitation facility.
As I said, the impacts of drugs and alcohol are not only on the individual but on families and
communities, and invariably it means they are interacting with the law at some stage. There are just
so many stories of families who have got kids, and the last thing they ever thought they would find
themselves doing is having conversations with the police. But I must say from a local perspective that
we have got a great cohort of police, led by Superintendent Mick West, who are not only sympathetic
to the families but very supportive in trying to get help for individuals and families who need that help
but also want to get better as well.
As noted in the bill, the Magistrates Court Drug Court is currently in place. It does not exist in my
region, and hopefully that is something the government and the department might consider in the
future. Particularly given the prevalence of persons who are addicted to drugs in the region, I think
there is really good cause for that to happen.
I do note the expansion to the County Court. The catchment areas have not been determined at this
point in time, but again I would ask that consideration be given certainly to the Gippsland region, that
that be expanded into some of those regional communities, although it is good to see it going into
Shepparton and Ballarat as well. But if Gippsland could be considered, obviously, given the statistics
are so poor, that would be wonderful as well.
In terms of the treatment orders, I did ask a question in one of the briefings, and I thank Number One
Noni for her answers to my questions. At the moment it would require, obviously, the offender to
agree to undertake a treatment order. I have always thought in my mind about whether the judges
would have the authority or jurisdiction to actually compel somebody to undertake a drug and alcohol
treatment order. That is on the basis, I understand, that when somebody might agree to undertake a
treatment order there are the drug and alcohol services to back them up.
Two different people might be in two different spaces when they appear before a judge; one person
might be willing and ready for that treatment, and the other person may not be. So is it best for that
person to be directed towards that, even though in their own mind they might not think they need it or
it might not be warranted? I worry about this person who does not agree—what is the future for them?
Do they continue to take drugs and alcohol? Do they continue to offend? Possibly that ends up as a
worst-case scenario for that person. I flag it as something for consideration. I am not advocating for it,
because there is probably some downside to that as well, but the bill explicitly says that the offender
has to agree. I just wonder whether in the future we consider more powers for judges to actually compel
a person to undertake treatment when they might not necessarily see that they need help or treatment.
That is the biggest issue around drugs that you see. Unfortunately, the people that you love and care
for cannot see the forest for the trees. They are so ingrained; these drugs do silly things to their brains.
They make bad decisions, they make poor choices and they end up in the courts, and sometimes they
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cannot see it. So is it worth consideration that there are some stronger directives to compel a person to
undertake those treatments by the courts?
The other thing I would say beyond that is that, obviously, the drug courts have been quite effective,
and it is great to see them being expanded in the County Court for certain offences. I digress slightly
to note the coalition’s amendments about where those offences should lie. I will give due regard to
those as well. But if you are going to apply drug and alcohol treatment orders, then I think, from my
perspective, it is really important you have local services and support available for that person. Again
from personal experience, if you are sending a kid from a regional community to Melbourne for
treatment, that does not necessarily augur well. The best possible service you can have is within your
own catchment area, in your own community, rather than sending them off in all different directions.
I think it is a pretty important part of the consideration that if we are going to expand these drug and
alcohol treatment orders then we must have the local services and support within those catchment
areas and their communities and not be sending people off into the outer suburbs or into Melbourne if
they are from a regional centre.
In conclusion, Acting Speaker Ward, thank you for your indulgence. I think these are sensible
measures and if in any way we can help people and families who come before the court who are
addicted to drugs, then that is a good thing.
Mr CHEESEMAN (South Barwon) (12:44): This afternoon I rise to speak on the Justice
Legislation Amendment (Drug Court and Other Matters) Bill 2020. In considering this bill I went and
had a look at the Victoria Legal Aid website and did some reading on Victoria’s existing Drug Court
system. Within it I found a contribution made by Drug Court lawyer Bill Grimshaw. What
Mr Grimshaw stated in a publication on the Victoria Legal Aid website was that a typical score of ice
or heroin costs about $100 and that by the time someone becomes addicted to heroin or ice or any
other drug they have typically burnt through any available capital that they might have.
In considering that Victoria Legal Aid publication and obviously the contribution in that publication
by Bill Grimshaw, I reflected on typical pathways that I have been aware of for many who become
addicted to drugs. It is not surprising, I am sure, to anyone who might be listening to the debate today
that often people might be introduced to drugs in a recreational context, and for various reasons over
a period of time they may well become addicted. It occurred to me that there is often a massive
crossover between that path and a raft of other challenges that might exist in that individual’s life.
Those challenges of course can be far reaching. They can be anything from mental health challenges
to lack of employment or educational opportunities and through obviously to homelessness and a lack
of secure and safe housing. Indeed often there are crossovers with circumstances or experiences in
their life, which could range from domestic violence to child sex abuse and the like.
Due to their circumstances and the challenges facing those people, they become addicted, and by the
time they have become addicted they have burnt through any available resources or capital that they
might have had at their disposal, whether that be their own resources or the resources of people who
love them and care for them. As a consequence of course they find themselves in contact with the
criminal law system. It is not unsurprising, I am sure, to many people that a high proportion of those
that ultimately are convicted and sent to prison have a raft of challenges in their lives from drug and
alcohol addiction to homelessness and the like.
A sensible and thoughtful government ought to, as early as possible, put in place the necessary supports
for that individual to ensure that that person has every opportunity of a recovery and also ensure that
it takes any decisions that initially might be made to provide that individual with the opportunity to
not only address their drug addiction but also, just as importantly, address all of the various complex
circumstances that might exist in their lives so that that person can recover, can get their life back on
track and can have a quality of life and opportunities for them into the future.
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As a consequence of some thoughtful public policy consideration by the Bracks government,
Victoria’s first drug courts were established, as I understand it, in the Magistrates Court context in
Dandenong, I believe, in around 2002. From feedback that many of us have had when talking with
families and individuals that have had in their pasts drug addiction, there is no doubt that the Drug
Court was a meaningful way for those individuals to secure the necessary supports with appropriate
oversight for them to be able to recover from their addiction. These amendments very much expand
on that, and I do very much want to acknowledge the Attorney-General and the Minister for Youth
Justice, both of whom are of course very, very compassionate people who wish to build on that reform
legacy of the Bracks government with the introduction of the Drug Court back in 2002.
I think that it is probably fair to say that almost everyone in this place, and indeed almost everyone
across Victoria, will have someone in their families, someone in their friendship groups or former
colleagues that they may have worked with who have, either themselves or their kids, run into trouble
with drugs or with alcohol. I have people in my extended network that have found themselves in that
circumstance, and certainly in my circumstances that I can think of, in my immediate circles and
networks, they have been able to find a path to recovery, which is pleasing. But not everyone has the
financial means or the personal networks, the family supports, that enable them to do that, and the
Drug Court, I think, will provide them that opportunity to secure a pathway to recovery. Not only is
that good for the individual; it is good for their family, it is good for their network and importantly it
is good for our community. If we can see people put on a path to recovery with the adequate supports
overseen by the criminal justice system, then I think we can make a massive difference to those
individuals, I think we can make a massive difference to their families and we can make a massive
difference to the Victorian community.
These reforms are not easy. They are not necessarily always universally popular. But they are
important, progressive reform that will make a profound difference to many people throughout the
Victorian community.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (12:54): I am pleased to rise to speak to the Justice Legislation
Amendment (Drug Court and Other Matters) Bill 2020. There are certainly some significant matters
in this bill, many of which could be spoken about at some length. First of all there is the protecting of
privacy of vulnerable Victorians by introducing confidentiality provisions applying to cases heard
before VCAT under the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2017, and I think all of us who were here in
the last Parliament well remember the very long journey we went on to achieve an outcome in relation
to that really momentous legislation here in the state of Victoria. It is a small amendment but necessary
in relation to protecting the privacy of those people.
It improves access to justice by victim survivors of institutional abuse, who signed up to settlements
that would now perhaps be seen as almost unconscionable, given what we now know from the royal
commission and the Betrayal of Trust report here in this Parliament as well. The bill also allows the
Attorney-General to delegate some powers under the Charities Act 1978 and give permanent effect to
reform relating to the positions of chairpersons and alternate chairpersons of the Youth Parole Board.
But of particular interest to my electorate is the aspect of the bill that deals with the drug courts. This
bill primarily is about extending the drug courts into the County Court, and I think that is something to
be welcomed. It is done on the back of what has been seen as a successful rollout of drug courts in the
Magistrates Court, first of all in New South Wales going back to about 1999. I understand Dandenong
was about 2002. We are lucky enough in Shepparton to have a rollout of a drug court there as well as
in Ballarat. Sometimes these sorts of reforms take a fair while. The evaluation has been done, and it
seems to be showing that this is an investment in justice that is worth making.
I was very moved by hearing the member for Morwell speak of personal experience, and I think it
always lends something to any debate to hear from someone who really knows about these things. It
is an agony for a parent to have to deal with such a situation. Whenever we think of these people going
before the Drug Court we need to remember that they are individuals, they do have families, they often
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have wives and children of their own—many other people who are so detrimentally affected. Probably
just over a year ago I spoke with a group of barristers who were having lunch up in Shepparton on the
Family Court circuit. The comment was, ‘Oh, so many of these cases are here because of ice’. That is
the predominant reason why these families are in dispute while there are fights over where children
should go.
When I was an independent children’s lawyer so often the underlying cause of so much of that sort of
family law confrontation arose out of drug taking. In regional areas we all know that ice is just so
prevalent and so easily available. I recall sitting in court on one occasion when a judge looked at me
and said, ‘Ms Sheed, would you take these children home?’, because both parents were drug takers.
Judges are sometimes faced with these really invidious decisions they have to make between two
children. That was in a time when there was not a choice of the department unless other proceedings
were taken at another time.
It has certainly brought home to me over the years the need for drug rehabilitation. Really just in the
last few years we have fought hard to get one of the residential drug rehabilitation centres located in
the Shepparton region. Ultimately it went to Wangaratta and another one went to Gippsland, and I am
sure they are equally needed there, but I was very disappointed that one of the reasons we did not
perhaps achieve the outcome we wanted as a community was that there was such a strong sense of
‘not near me’. No-one wanted that drug and alcohol rehabilitation centre to be near them. We searched
endlessly to try and find a suitable location to put such a centre and build our case to the government,
but in the end it just seemed that the opposition to having it near people and residents and other people
who thought that those people would be so dangerous to them, even though they were in rehabilitation,
was too great.
I personally take the view that if someone is in rehabilitation, they are probably a lot less dangerous
than the ones walking down the street past your house. It was very disappointing to me that we found
ourselves in that situation, but I do not think we will be giving up, because the need in our region is
indeed still great. In the last two or three years we have had an organisation called the Cottage, which
is set up in Shepparton. It has similarly faced this enormous upheaval in terms of neighbours not
wanting it in their region. It was ultimately successful before VCAT, and it is now established.
Sitting suspended 1.00 pm until 2.02 pm.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.
Matters of public importance
COVID-19
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (14:02): I have accepted a statement from the member for Albert Park
proposing the following matter of public importance for discussion:
That this house thanks the Victorian community and notes the following actions taken by the government
during this unprecedented coronavirus pandemic, including:
(1) investment for health system preparedness to quickly ensure we have enough equipment, PPE, beds and
ventilators to protect Victorian lives;
(2) unprecedented support to stimulate the Victorian economy, build the infrastructure Victoria needs, get
thousands of people back to work, support businesses and assist affected industries and sectors; and
(3) targeted funding to support members and sectors of the Victorian community who need it most.

I call the member for Albert Park, the minister.
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (14:03): Thank you, Deputy Speaker, and thank you for putting on the record this
matter of public importance here today. This should be an opportunity for this house to come together
in a unified way and point to the really significant challenges our community has faced over the last
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three to four months. There has never been such a period of disruption and uncertainty and coming
together of community in the face of that, certainly in my time in this place or frankly over the time
that I have been in public life or indeed before I had the pleasure of being elected to this house. In
many ways the past four months have been that rare opportunity for community, government and
people to come together in a crisis and respond with what is the best of us, and the Victorian
government has been a key part of leading that arrangement.
But of course the Victorian government could not achieve the outstanding result in flattening the curve,
amongst the world’s best, without being deeply embedded in partnership with all elements of civic
society, commercial operators and the ordinary people of this country and state, who have stood up in
a way that has been exceptional. I want, I am sure on behalf of all honourable members, to thank all
Victorians for the part they have played over the last three to four months in their outstanding efforts
in responding to this global pandemic, the likes of which certainly none of us have seen in our lifetimes.
I will reflect in a bit more detail on some of the key aspects, as I am sure will other honourable
members, around some of the impressive data and arrangements that we have seen. I particularly want
to thank Ms Mikakos in the other place for the leadership she has shown in the health area. I want to
thank all of our health professionals. I want to thank the chief health officer, and I particularly want to
thank the deputy chief health officer for the leadership she has shown. I want to thank all of those
caring professions. In the early days of this pandemic we saw their cousins around the world being
decimated by this disease. Whether they be paramedics, whether they be nurses, whether they be
doctors, whether they be cleaners, whether they be retail assistants stacking the shelves, truck drivers,
sanitation workers, the caring professions have stood up in the last few months and have at last got
due recognition for their leadership and their contribution to the social value of our society, to the
things that matter about our society. It is well and truly overdue, and I thank them.
But I also thank every other sector of the Victorian community who have come forward in different
aspects to respond in their own way—our teachers, our families, all of our public sector workforce. If
ever you thought of a time in which government was important, if ever you thought there was a time
when government mattered, when the public sector mattered, it has been in the past few months.
Without the public leadership that we have seen the situation would have been catastrophically worse.
I hope I am wrong, but I predict that perhaps the honourable members opposite will not necessarily
see it through the same lens. But I ask them to reflect: what if this community had the dysfunctional,
broken culture of some other comparable regimes around the world that we have seen, that we look to
sometimes to measure ourselves? What would be the consequences of the mishandling of this
pandemic in this country from those early projections? It would have been, as the early projections
that Brendan Murphy, the chief health officer, showed, in the hundreds of thousands of people who
might well have lost their lives. Any death through this pandemic has been a tragedy, and I am sure
we send our best and heartfelt wishes to all those families of loved ones who have died as a result of
this pandemic. But we have achieved an outstanding national result, and a key part of that has been
the political shared culture and values that we as a society have brought to our response. That has
played out at many levels. It has particularly played out in the relationship between different levels of
government.
It does not normally fall to me to sing the praises of the federal coalition government, and I will be
measured in my tone as to how I do so, but national cabinet has been an outstanding success by any
measure of bringing together in a difficult environment—the most difficult environment you could
possibly want to imagine—the shared values of responding to a national crisis. That has been
outstanding, and it has seen a remarkable coming together of normally perhaps somewhat more
combative foes. Our own first minister, the Premier, and the Prime Minister have clearly been able to
establish an important working relationship that has driven, particularly in the early crisis days,
significant parts of the national response, as indeed has the New South Wales Premier. I think that is
testament to those three leaders’ contribution, to put partisan politics aside and to respond to a national
crisis.
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But it has played out across all sorts of other levels. Who would have thought that Sally McManus
from the ACTU and Christian Porter as industrial relations minister would have been able to sit down
and in a consensus-driven style put in place measures that only a few short weeks previously had been
ruled out by everybody? Whilst we are critical of JobKeeper, in some respects it was the relationship
that was able to be built up in trust to implement an unbelievably fast arrangement. JobKeeper has
been critical to so many private sector businesses to keep them together. I know in my own portfolio,
whether it be in the creative industries or indeed in the private areas of the mental health portfolio, it
has been the difference. Of course we have ongoing conversations and I am sure differences with the
commonwealth as to how it needs to wind up and on what terms and what should replace it, but the
speed in which that happened and the conversations of previously combative partners that brought it
together have been a national achievement of some standard and bodes well for the prospect of how
the forces of government, the forces of Labor and the forces of capital can be brought around shared
values that do bring notions of a national future to the fore. It would be my hope that that could be
built on, and indeed I wish that the process that the Minister for Industrial Relations and the ACTU
have set afoot in trying to solve some previously intractable problems every success. I hope business
as usual does not reinstate itself.
Of course in regard to a whole range of other areas, in my own portfolio, I want to thank Minister Hunt
and the New South Wales Nationals Party minister, Bronnie Taylor, minister for mental health in that
state, for their outstanding cooperation in putting together the National Mental Health and Wellbeing
Pandemic Response Plan, the first such response to actually be funded after six attempts at a national
mental health plan—to get Minister Taylor’s support and her leadership in that and the joint position,
where Victoria and New South Wales were able to bring in the commonwealth, bring in the National
Mental Health Commission in a cooperative way and then bring in the rest of the states at a time when
we knew mental health as a result of lockdown was a really significant issue. And it is still a significant
issue. I see the member for Geelong today, and I know the trauma that this shutdown has contributed
to her own community, particularly amongst young people. This is the kind of challenge that sets us
all up for a future about the learnings from the pandemic and the response that we as a community
have been put through to respond to that. That is why, be it the national mental health pandemic
response plan or our own, some $60 million of new funding over the last few months to respond to
these crises has been critical in that area.
I want to thank Minister Fletcher from the commonwealth for his support in the creative industries
area. There is still significantly more to do, but his contribution in again bringing together previously,
shall we say, uncoordinated sectors has been phenomenal in at least starting the conversation that had
previously not been had about the organisation, the funding and the future—whether it be the
subsidised state-backed sectors and organisations or the commercial operators that go so much to the
$23 billion Victorian creative industries economy and the visitor economy that is a part of it. In that
regard, in both the mental health and creative industries sectors the bringing together of previously
disparate groups who previously did not see the opportunity that coordinated action has been there has
been outstanding.
In that regard, government has shown itself to be so central. The notion that some deregulated
neoliberal state is the preferred model has surely been put to bed on the back of this pandemic. The
last 40 years have supposedly shown the benefits of that model, and yes, perhaps models of various
forms of efficiencies that could have been one aspect of that. But what we have seen is government is
central to the response to this pandemic. Government matters: democratically elected, responsive to
its communities and accountable to its communities, particularly when the pressure is on, and the
global pandemic has shown that government is so critical to that.
I might just in the short time available to me focus perhaps on some of those significant achievements
that the foreshadowed matter of public importance touches on in the health area. Whether it is the
investment in the preparedness or the unbelievable speed with which the public health team was set
up, the contact-tracing team put in place and the arrangements put in place whereby the previously
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disparate private sector health organisations and the public sector health organisations in Victoria and
indeed around the country were joined in a united effort that said, ‘We need to respond as a country to
the challenges of the COVID-19 emergency’, the manner and the professionalism shown and led, I
have got to say, by Minister Mikakos and the Victorian chief health officer in cooperation with the
commonwealth to bring around those conversations to essentially merge for the period of the crisis the
private and public health systems has been unbelievable and a model for what future action and
perhaps reform of Australia’s health system might look like in the future. The manner in which the
building up and the cooperation in the sourcing of personal protective equipment from right around
the world and from right around the country—and particularly the retooling of some iconically famous
places, such as we have seen in regional and rural Victoria—has pointed to the prospect that there is
the capability for a high-tech, high-value future with self-reliance in advanced manufacturing, support
and health in this state.
The opportunities that we have seen in this pandemic for a reimagined, better, stronger future for
Australia, for Victoria and for Victorians has been the upside of an otherwise awful pandemic globally.
In that regard I take the view that this matter of public importance is one that at least I hope all
honourable members, but certainly members on this side of the house, see as a prospect for a
reimagined, better, sustainable and stronger Victoria. I commend the matter of public importance.
The SPEAKER: Just before calling the Leader of The Nationals I just want to note the member
for Warrandyte’s return to the house. In the last sitting week, on the Wednesday, the member was
named in the house, and I just want to provide a warning to the member and all members about their
behaviour on leaving the chamber. There are two things: firstly, I think it is fair to say that there have
been a number of occasions when the member for Warrandyte has reflected on the Chair, so I see that
as a pattern of behaviour and one that I will not tolerate. I just want to be very clear to the house that
that behaviour will not be tolerated and also to advise all members that reflections on the Chair can be
considered a contempt of Parliament—a very serious matter indeed. Either way, I think it is important
and fair that I make it clear to the member for Warrandyte and all members that I see that sort of
behaviour as a clear breach of the standards of this house, so I will remind all members, in particular
when they are leaving the chamber or when they have been asked to leave the chamber for disorderly
conduct, to leave the chamber quietly and without reflecting on other members or indeed the Chair.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (14:19): I rise to contribute to the matter of public importance. I do
not think we should underestimate the huge sacrifices that Victorians have made throughout the
COVID-19 crisis and the effort that Victorians have made to stop the spread of the virus here in
Victoria. We only have to look overseas, and if you look at the spread of it in some of those overseas
countries and you look at the mortality rate in some of those overseas countries, I think we all owe a
debt of gratitude to all Victorians who have made the sacrifices to make sure that we have not seen
those sorts of circumstances here in Victoria. On behalf of the Parliament, and particularly on behalf
of the Liberal-Nationals, can we thank our health professionals for the job that they have done
throughout this crisis; can we thank our first responders; can we thank our ambos; can we thank our
police, our firies and all those people who would have been on the front line if the pandemic had turned
out like it has in a lot of overseas countries.
I know talking to the health professionals in my community about the stress and the feeling that they
were under not knowing what would happen and not knowing how they would respond if we had the
situation where we did not have enough intensive care beds and if we had the situation where we did
not have enough ventilators, as we saw overseas—to all those health professionals and all those people
we do owe a thankyou, not only for the job they have done but particularly for the stress that they were
put under initially. We all know there is the risk of potential outbreaks in the future, but I think they
have all breathed a collective sigh of relief we have not been in the situation that we have seen overseas.
To all those Victorians that worked from home and that managed their family and everything, we give
them a thankyou, particularly all those parents who taught from home. I think there is a greater
appreciation of teachers from a lot of families now. When the students went back people breathed a

MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
1804

Legislative Assembly

Wednesday, 17 June 2020

sigh of relief in some cases. I know it has brought a lot of families closer together by spending that
time together, but it has also created some tensions in those families in how they educate from home.
So to all those families that have done that, thank you very much.
To all those that could not attend the funeral of someone that was very dear to them and to all those
that missed a wedding or missed a family event, again we do think of those people in particular, and I
know of a few personal circumstances in my electorate where people desperately wanted to go to
someone’s funeral and could not. We do acknowledge the sacrifices that people made through that
time. To all those that could not go to Mother’s Day, it is a pity that the Premier could not have seen
his way clear to actually lift the restrictions a couple of days earlier to allow people to visit their
mothers or their grandmothers on Mother’s Day. That is unfortunate.
To all those who have lost their jobs—127 000 people lost their job last month, and it is estimated that
the unemployment level in Victoria will probably go up to something like 400 000 people—we share
the pain of those people who have lost their job or those people who have less employment or less
work hours now, have had their work hours reduced. We understand the pain that they are going
through and we share that.
To all those businesses small and large who have lost large amounts of money or who have lost a large
amount of equity in their business through this crisis, we understand those issues you are going
through, particularly regional tourism businesses. If you take the north-eastern Victoria region and
Gippsland, those communities and those businesses had the bushfires, the smoke and were looking to
actually start to recover with Easter, with the school holidays and with the Anzac Day weekend, and
then they had COVID. To all the tourism businesses across Victoria, but particularly those businesses
in north-east Victoria and Gippsland, we hear your message and we understand the need for a COVID
recovery plan.
It is so important that we actually have a COVID recovery plan, and that is why we have developed a
Back to Work and Back in Business as a way forward for the Victorian economy and for jobs in
Victoria, because COVID-19 is not just a health crisis. COVID-19 is actually also an economic crisis
and an employment crisis for those people that I have talked about that have lost their job or are
underemployed now because of what has happened.
I think we also owe a vote of thanks to our Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, our Deputy Prime Minister,
Michael McCormack, and our federal Treasurer, Josh Frydenberg. They have stepped up to the mark.
They have put politics aside and they have put any ideology aside to make sure that people are helped.
The economic crisis that could have happened has been eased some of the way with the doubling of
the JobSeeker funds and with the JobKeeper program. A lot of business I know are actually keeping
employees and have kept the door open because of the JobKeeper program, and I think that has been
to their great credit. From a regional point of view, there is funding that has gone into regional airlines
to make sure that our regional airports and our regional services will be there into the future. And the
list of all the things that the federal government have done goes on.
I think, and I have said this in other places, the Prime Minister did a very good job at his press
conferences, particularly post the national cabinet, of taking Australians into his confidence and
explaining why things had to be done. Well done to the Prime Minister for doing that, because I think
that is why we had such a positive response from Victorians and from Australians—because they
knew the logic of why things had to be done—so thank you to the Prime Minister.
Hindsight is a wonderful thing, and I would like to think if the Victorian Premier had his time over
again, he might have done some things slightly differently. The Premier, going to the first national
cabinet meeting, said:
I will inform National Cabinet tonight that Victoria will proceed over the next 48 hours to implement a
shutdown of all non-essential activity across our state to combat the spread of Coronavirus.
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That created huge uncertainty. It created fear and it created panic in the community. I speak as an MP
and for colleagues I have talked to: our phones and our emails rang hot out of that statement as to what
was essential and what was not. My humble view is if you are going to make a statement like that, you
actually need a definition so that businesses know what to do. I had shearers ring me up saying, ‘If I
go across the border into New South Wales, will I be allowed to come home at night’. ‘Will I be
allowed do this?’, ‘Will I be allowed to do that?’. I think there are some lessons, and I am happy to
say that we can all learn lessons with hindsight, but to make a statement like that I think created a lot
of chaos and fear early on.
The other lesson, with the benefit of hindsight, I would like to think people will take on board is that
regulators who make rules, like the chief health officer, like the deputy chief health officer, should
actually stay off social media—not the issue of Captain Cook; I will put to that to one side. But I think
there was confusion created when you have a press conference from the Prime Minister and the
Premier, then the orders from the chief health officer or the deputy chief health officer and then you
have those regulators actually using social media. We had huge confusion around whether golf was
allowed or golf was not allowed at one stage. Regulators in these sorts of situations should stay off
social media. I think that just creates confusion.
Another issue, with the benefit of hindsight, that the state government had was with the Business
Support Fund—$10 000 grants for those people that were not paying payroll tax—that everyone was
supposed to qualify for. Unfortunately, the fine print that no-one knew about and how it was
interpreted initially until there was a backdown was that you actually had to be formally closed under
the chief health officer’s order before you qualified for that money. I know I had the travel agents in
my electorate, and I know in other electorates it was the same, who lost more than 90 per cent of their
business and who were actually denied that money initially until there was a change in the definition.
So again, if you are going to say you are going to help someone, do not then deny that in the fine print
of what goes on. Another thing to learn with the benefit of hindsight.
The banning of the sale of firearms and ammunition was something that was done based on ideology
rather than any logic there, and with just a—deliberately, I think—misleading statement from the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services that it was a decision of the national cabinet when it was
not a decision of the national cabinet. That put a lot of financial pressure on the shops that sell guns
and ammunition, and this business about stockpiling was just an absolutely spurious argument. There
was a 15 per cent price rise coming. Because of the drop of the dollar there was a 15 per cent price rise
coming in and all of those in the firearms and ammunition category and people were getting ahead of
the price rise. They were making sensible economic decisions for themselves. It was not about
stockpiling. It was not about Armageddon and someone saving up all these guns and all this
ammunition to have a civil war. It was just people actually making a decision to buy before a price
rise, so it was unfortunate that that happened.
And I think, again with the benefit of hindsight, the bans on some of the solo recreational activities
were rather disappointing. It was not about going on a road trip, but if you lived in a community where
you were next to a river, near a lake or near the sea, why couldn’t you go fishing? I am not a fisherman,
but someone standing there holding a line, with a bit of line into the water, thinking they are going to
catch a fish looks like one of the most lonely pursuits you could ever have in my mind, but I give them
full marks for being hopeful that they will actually catch something. I am not sure why people standing
on their own fishing was banned, and the same with hunting up in the hills. If you are out there walking,
you are out in the fresh air and you are out in the open. Why did that happen? It is disappointing that
people who lived in those communities were actually banned from doing those things.
The drivers licence testing is something that has put a lot of pressure on our young people. A lot of
young people are hanging out to get to 18 to get their licence, particularly country people because they
know that is their freedom to travel. They have not been able to go and get their licence and, as I
understand it, even though the testing has actually been reinstated it is going to take something like a
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year and a half to catch up with the backlog. So I would urge the government to put more resources into
licence testing so that we can catch up that backlog and young people can actually get their licences.
For someone that lives in a cross-border community, some of the different rules between the states
have been quite challenging, particularly as the rules have been lifted. I find in my communities now
I can drive across the river, I can play the pokies, I can go to the tote, I can have a punt, and I can
actually drink without buying a meal.
Members interjecting.
Mr WALSH: Well, it is not bad, but you need to make sure that when you have rules they actually
align with other states, because we are one nation. We do not want to see disadvantage to those
communities.
I suppose that comes to the issue of the lockdown. I think at the start, yes, it was appropriate that there
was one set of rules right across the state. But, given that there are effectively no active COVID cases
in regional Victoria, why do regional Victorians have to work from home? The reason that has been
given by the government and by the chief health officer to continue the work from home rule at the
moment is that they do not want lots of people intermingling and getting too close to each other on
public transport or getting in and out of lifts in high-rise buildings. Well, very few people in regional
Victoria get on an overcrowded train to get to work, and very few buildings are over two or three
storeys high, so I am not quite sure why that should apply for regional Victoria.
As I said, one of the things that the Liberal-Nationals focused our minds on was that, yes, there was a
health crisis, and yes, there were issues being dealt with by the health professionals, but business and
people needed a plan back, and that is why we developed the plan Back to Work and Back in Business.
A lot of work went into that. What we want to see the government do is have a plan to get
unemployment levels back to pre-COVID levels by the end of next year.
As I said, something like 400 000 people are going to be out of work before this is finished, so we
want to see a plan that will actually get people back into work and make sure they are back at work.
We want to see our tourism businesses actually start to recover. That is why we have said there should
be a $200 million regional tourism fund. Currently the Andrews government spends $100 million on
self-promotion. Why not stop doing that self-promotion and actually spend the money on promoting
our regional tourism and getting people back to work?
A key part of that, and what the COVID crisis has actually identified, is that we have got some major
risks in our supply chain, both import and export. We have said there should be a $1 billion bringing
manufacturing home fund. If you look at personal protective equipment for the health professionals,
we did not have enough. We now have a business in Shepparton, Med-Con, which is going to start
making masks for the first time. Foodmach, which is an automated mechanical design plant, has
designed the machines to make the masks. We should have more of that so we actually have
self-reliance in a whole range of issues.
A lot of our pharmaceuticals come from China and from India. We need to make sure we have
self-sufficiency in some of those things so if there is ever another major crisis, we can actually make
sure we have our own here. We need to diversify our export markets. We have seen what has happened
with the barley tariff and the issues around China at the moment. We need to develop markets into
Indonesia, we need to develop markets into India. They are the things that we have got in our Back to
Work and Back in Business plan to make sure that we can actually have that into the future.
We need to get some regional projects going. The federal government has a whole range of money on
the table for roads. Victoria only has to put in 20 per cent. We could have Princes Highway west done
for the member for Polwarth and the member for Warrnambool. We could have Princes Highway east
done for the member for Gippsland South; then he might find something else to talk about. We could
have the Shepparton bypass done. We could actually have the Murray Basin rail project finished. That
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would be just something absolutely fantastic, if the Minister for Transport Infrastructure could actually
fix the Murray Basin rail project. We need to make sure we have a plan to get back to work and back
in business. (Time expired)
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (14:34): I am pleased to make a contribution and support the matter of
public importance. I would like to start by acknowledging the inspiring leadership of the team of health
practitioners and those who have devoted their working lives to services for Victorians at the
Department of Health and Human Services, certainly under the leadership of Professor Brett Sutton,
our chief health officer. That draws attention I think also to the work in Canberra of Professor Brendan
Murphy, not only as the chief medical officer but in the 10 years that he served as the CEO at Austin
Health. I have had opportunities to work with him over very many years. He is someone who always
makes the hard jobs look easy. They never are, and I think we were very fortunate that in the midst of
this crisis and this pandemic we have had some real quality people at the forefront to show great
professional leadership and real community empathy and understanding of the needs of the people
that they serve.
The team across my electorate at the Austin Hospital is led by Dr Max Alexander, our interim CEO
who has just stepped aside from his role of course filling in, and Adam Horsburgh, who has started
just this week as the new CEO at Austin Health. Max and his team at the Austin, the Mercy Heidelberg,
Warringal Private Hospital and Banyule Community Health service, these are really big and
significant health services in my electorate. They have worked as a team across the public and private
sectors, picking up on the work that has happened in the national cabinet arrangements around the
extra heavy lifting that we have needed private hospitals to do. I have seen the system in which people
have worked collaboratively up close in my electorate at the Austin and at Warringal Private Hospital.
To the team there, to Austin Wills at Warringal Private Hospital and his staff, I want to thank them for
the ongoing, continued work they do hand in glove with the public system to make sure that we have
the capacity that we need across the system to support Victorians.
Can I say also that, in covering off a range of different issues that are important to Victorians, I think
we do need to note also the economic cost, and that is the challenge that we face now. We have the
same level of unity of purpose that we have seen from people across Victoria and certainly across the
country in being able to respond and show the discipline that has been required to meet the pandemic.
We can bring that together, that unity of purpose, in relation to the economic challenges that we face
now, effectively the economic crisis that we need to work through to support Victorians and Australians
to manage the challenges that they face. We see that every day. You visit the dry cleaners and they are
only working every couple of days because of a lack of demand. We see that through Centrelink
services—and those opposite, through the Morrison government, tried to shut down the Centrelink
offices in Abbotsford when there was unprecedented demand for JobSeeker and for JobKeeper. In the
midst of all of that, trying to withdraw those services from some of the most needy people in our
community—many seeking those services for the very first time—is evidence again of a lack of
empathy and understanding of the economic challenges that people are facing in their lives right now.
That comes back to the efforts when we talk about supporting local businesses, and I want to talk a
little bit too on some of the very productive work that Banyule council has done with our traders and
our shopping strips in my community. For those of us who have the capacity to support our local
businesses, to order takeaway or to get meals delivered to home, that is a nice thing to do, but the sad
reality is there are many families that just cannot afford to show support in that way; they just cannot
afford to do it at this time. We need to make sure that we continue to redouble our efforts in providing
the necessary supports to those families.
We have seen that as well in relation to schools and the pressures that families have been under, where
you may be—and many of us can empathise with it—teaching and sitting with young children at home
to support them in their work. But in some families one spouse might be busy trying to conduct their
work from home with a boss on their hammer with pressure to deliver those commitments to hold that
job while perhaps the other spouse who is teaching the kids at home under a bit of pressure may have
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already lost their job or is feeling those pressures. There has been a really significant understanding of
the pressures that families have been under, and I commend all Victorians and the teaching staff who
have done everything they can to provide support to families, to give meaning and purpose to students
at home. It has been critical, I think, to have a really strong understanding. And I commend the Premier
and the Minister for Education—I think also with the right medical advice—for understanding that
great desire and need to get people back to school and to take that pressure off families. In some
instances it has been great, I know, at home to have that extra time, but it is also important for many
families to then get back to that focus of how they support their families in an economic context and
perhaps have more capacity to contribute in their working arrangements and their other commitments
that they need to meet.
I want to touch on our carers as the Parliamentary Secretary for Carers and Volunteers and the work
that we have been able to do with the minister at the table, the Minister for Disability, Ageing and
Carers, to provide extra respite services and support for carers. Of course in a schooling context, for
one example, that does provide opportunities for families to have some respite but also to improve
lives and opportunities for people. But when those pressures are there, when those opportunities are
not available, it has been necessary to step up and make sure we are supporting our carers, who are
pretty fatigued at the best of times. They often have other health issues that they need to manage and
in the COVID world they have faced some very significant challenges. I am pleased that our
government has worked hard to understand the need to navigate through the different programs and
support services available also through the commonwealth to back in our carers.
I was at the Peter Mac last week, following hot on the heels of the Minister for Health, and I certainly
place again on record my thanks for her leadership not only out there with the Victorian public but
within the health field, with all of our practitioners, all of those who commit their working lives to the
health sector from our ambos all the way in that public interface to all our nurses and doctors. What is
really important is her leadership and drive to give them the confidence to do their job effectively and
well. Why I mention the Minister for Health is the day before she was at Peter Mac working on
encouraging people who had perhaps put off medical appointments, who had stepped away perhaps
from some of our health services, feeling that they need to put other Victorians first.
We want people to put their health first. It is sometimes a strange message to say, ‘We want to see you
back at our health services’, but for a lot of that preventative care that people need we want you to reengage with health practitioners. We want you to get back to your doctors, to your dentists, to your
allied health professionals and make sure you get yourself checked out and make sure that you are
looking after yourself as best you can. There are a number of people that we have seen now through
our stats and figures where those services need to flex back up again to provide support to people, let
alone the fact that telehealth services have gone through the roof in terms of another way for outpatient
services to be provided at our health services. I am sure that while some of it may not have been as
robust as it could have been, because the longer term investment is not there yet, some great innovative
practices have come out of COVID-19. I am not just talking about proficiency with Zoom and
Microsoft Teams but the fact that there are now greater opportunities for perhaps picking up on the
ways in which people can engage with their health services, and I think there will be further
opportunities for investment and support there.
I want to touch on the team out at Northland. All roads lead to Northland in the northern suburbs. The
teams out there doing the health checks have been fantastic, and the support that they have received
from the local community is also critical.
Our supermarket workers, we know, have also been on the front line and experienced everything that
human behaviour can throw at them. But I have seen the best of it, I think. I want to place on the record
my sincere thanks and regard to all those casual and part-time and full-time workers in our shopping
centres and in supermarkets who have also contributed and, under pressure, done it with a smile on
their faces.
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La Trobe University has worked very hard to put international students first and to support them in
dire straits, without much support from the federal government at all. I commend La Trobe University
for doing everything it can to support Victorians.
As I say, if we bring the same level of discipline and camaraderie and unity of purpose to the economic
challenges we face, then we will also lick them as we have COVID-19.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (14:44): I am very pleased to rise to contribute to the matter of
public importance (MPI). It talks about the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on Victorians. Can I
just place on record firstly my congratulations and thanks to everyone in my community and across
the state for what they have done through this very difficult time.
Victorians have been looking for leadership to deal with this crisis, and at a national level what you
saw was leadership—the federal government working with the states, working with agencies, working
with key stakeholders, putting in place JobKeeper and now putting in place JobMaker, reaching out,
showing leadership, all of its ministry united, getting on with the job of showing leadership through a
pandemic. That is what Australians were expecting from a national government, and that is what they
got. It is what people were expecting here in the state of Victoria.
And yes, the Victorian government took action, but what we see when I make specific reference to
industry, to small business, is that 127 000 Victorians lost their jobs in April. What they were crying
out for was leadership from this government to provide that support to see them through, to make sure
that their doors reopened, to make sure that they could keep employing those people who were on
JobKeeper. And, yes, we saw the $10 000 grant, and, yes, I had businesses in my own community
contact me because they missed out on the grant despite the fact that they had lost 90 per cent of their
business. They were struggling to pay the bills, and we had to intervene to get them the money. And,
yes, the state government provided funding to business in order to employ people, but the funding was
conditional on the fact that the business had to sign up to the union coming in to recruit members
before they could get a cent from this government.
You have got to ask yourself: what were the priorities of this government to help business to see
through this crisis? When we came back into this house the first major action this government took
with respect to industry was to enact legislation to employ a raft of new public servants to knock on
the doors of businesses. Where they there to help those businesses to keep afloat, to keep their staff?
No. They were there to trawl through their wage records for the specific purpose of prosecuting them
and potentially putting them out of business.
You have got to ask yourself: what were the priorities of this government when it came to supporting
industry? This side of the house believes that you need to support industry. You have got to set targets.
We said that we want to ensure that we reduce unemployment to pre-COVID levels by 2021. We said
that you need to put in place a program to encourage manufacturing. We said that you need to put a
freeze on taxes and charges, on local government costs. We said that instead of ripping $700 million
out of WorkCover to spend on other practices of this government that money should go back into
small businesses to provide them WorkCover relief so that they could continue to operate. That is what
we said needs to happen.
But where was the leadership from the government on those key issues, those issues that small
businesses were crying out about? You have to say to yourself: leadership on these things comes from
those charged with the responsibility to deliver. Small businesses across the state were looking for
leadership from their minister. The Minister for Small Business had the responsibility of standing up
for small businesses and to listen, to work and to act every day on their behalf. Did that happen? No.
He was in the car park of a shopping centre. Was he talking to those small businesses in Hampton Park
of the impact of coronavirus? No. He was there handing cash over to the bagman in the Labor Party.
You have got to ask yourself: what are the priorities of this government? When you have got hotels
across this state just yesterday talking about the difficulties they will face in staying in operation
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because of the current practices that have been put in place by this government, where was the Minister
for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation working with those industries? Where was the
focus of that minister working with those small businesses to ensure that hotels in my electorate, across
Melbourne and across Victoria can stay operational, can continue to employ people? That minister
was not focused on helping hotels survive; she was more interested in ensuring that her faction
survived.
This government is in a state of crisis, and the people here in this bubble, in this building, sitting here
as though there is nothing going on, what that does is send a very clear message to Victorians: they
are more interested in their own self-interest; they are more interested in their own power than they
are in the interests of Victorians. What Victorians are actually looking for from this government is a
bit of contrition, an acknowledgement that what we have seen over the last few days is a disgrace. It
is an absolute disgrace. But, no, members of the government come back into this house as though
nothing has happened; nothing to look at—it is simply a flesh wound. I mean, for heaven’s sake!
Victorians want their government to focus on them. Businesses want government to be focused on
them. Victorians want their ministers to be focused on doing their job and helping those they are
charged to support. At a federal level, ministers of the Crown have been working with their respective
ministers across this nation in a collaborative approach with one focus—that is, to help Australians
survive the impact of COVID.
It behoves those who sit on the Treasury benches during a pandemic to demonstrate that their sole
focus is on the people that put them there. The government needs to take stock of what has happened
over the last two days and recognise that Victorians have had a gutful of selfish politicians worrying
about themselves. We are all put in this house, regardless of what political party you may represent or
if you sit here as a crossbencher, with the sole purpose of standing up for our community to make our
community, this state, a better place.
So it is very important that we have this MPI today about the impact of coronavirus, because what it
does is give us all an opportunity to stop and reflect on why we are in this house. What is our job? Our
job is to represent the needs of all Victorians, those who vote for us and those who do not vote for
us—all Victorians—and we do so on the basis that we are not here to feather our own nests, we are
not here for our own greed and we are not here for our own power; we are here to serve and to deliver
for Victorians.
I hope that if anything comes out of this MPI it is an opportunity for the government to reflect on what
has happened and the way in which their actions have been perceived across this nation. No wonder
Australians have a lack of respect for politicians. The actions of the last two days have done nothing
to improve that image.
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (14:54): I wish to thank the member for Albert Park, the Minister for
Mental Health, for bringing forward this matter of public importance. Victoria, with the rest of the
world, has faced an unprecedented public health crisis, and it has been this government’s focus to save
lives, to protect our health system and now to help Victoria’s recovery out of this health crisis. I want
to thank and acknowledge all the members in my local community for everything they have done, all
the sacrifices they have made, to flatten the curve over the last three to four months and to save lives.
We have seen communities practise social distancing, we have seen families stay home and we have
seen members of our community work from home where they can. They have sacrificed visits with
family and friends, given up community sport and given up going out and sharing a meal at local cafes,
restaurants and clubs. We have been helping our young people learn from home. We have been helping
and supporting our youngest Victorians with their kinder journey with child care and kindergarten
remaining open throughout all of this pandemic.
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We have seen our small businesses hit extremely hard, many of which have shown incredible agility
by reshaping, reconfiguring, adapting and rethinking the way that they do business, and they have
continued to provide vital services to our community. I want to thank them for all of their support.
Our various organisations and charities, who have done an incredible job caring for some of our most
vulnerable members of the community through this really difficult time—I am incredibly grateful to
them. Thanks also to our clinical and non-clinical health workers, the staff at Frankston Hospital, our
local paramedics and all the workers out there who continued to go to work throughout all of this
pandemic in essential businesses and essential industries, making sure that the rest of us could continue
to receive the goods and services that we needed to get by every day.
I think at the end of 2020 we will probably find that ‘flatten the curve’ is going to be one of those terms
that might make it into the dictionary as the term for 2020. It is a really complex concept, but it is one
now that all of us understand, and we should all be very proud of the work that we did to flatten the
curve and to save lives here in Victoria.
I think when we look at Victoria we can see our response as a real stand-out success in terms of our
early response to COVID-19. For the most part our new cases are now down to below 10 a day, and
we have had far, far fewer deaths per million than anywhere else in the world. Our per capita testing
regime is also one of the best in the world. I think we have passed now 600 000 tests, which is quite
extraordinary. I want to thank every member of the community who has come forward for testing, and
I encourage anyone to continue to do so who might be showing flu-like symptoms.
We know it could have gone the other way. We have seen pretty horrific modelling that showed that,
had we not taken action when we did, our hospitals and our health systems could have been absolutely
overwhelmed. The number was staggering. I think there was an indication there could have been up
to 58 000 new corona cases every day at the peak of the pandemic. Clearly our health system would
not have been able to cope with that. But it never got to that, and that is because in those very early,
vital stages of the pandemic we showed true leadership here in Victoria and nationally as well. We
listened to the health and medical experts who said, ‘We need to take action now. We need to put the
health of our fellow Victorians ahead of our own self-interest. We need to stay home; we need to
socially distance from others. We need to shut down those businesses that do not need to operate right
now. We need to do all of this because we need to save lives, and we need to do it quickly’. And that
is exactly what happened here in Victoria.
I want to thank the Premier and his leadership team for the really quick intervention and early decisionmaking which put us on that path, and that path now has placed us in a position where we are in fact
the envy of the world. Our curve is flat, and our infection rate has remained low. But I think this says
something also about leadership, and that is the need to communicate clearly with people, to treat
people with respect, to put responsible messaging out, to bring people with you and, I think, also
importantly, to know when to rely on the experts. I really want to acknowledge our incredible health
experts here and the work in particular of Victoria’s chief health officer, Professor Brett Sutton, and
Victoria’s deputy chief health officer, Annaliese van Diemen. Their jobs were not easy. This was
uncharted territory, and they undertook this incredible—this enormous—responsibility with such
professionalism, intellect, honesty, integrity and compassion. And they have done really well. Their
advice and the directions under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 have protected public health
in Victoria, and on behalf of my community I want to express our gratitude and acknowledge the work
they have done.
So based on that medical advice the Andrews Labor government set about putting in place social
restrictions to reduce the spread of the virus. We took immediate steps to significantly boost the
capacity of our health system. We invested $1.9 billion to increase the number of ICU beds and to
increase the distribution of personal protective equipment and the manufacture of medical equipment,
oxygen, ventilators and dialysis machines. Thankfully we did not have to use all those additional beds.
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And knowing that our first priority was obviously business survival our Treasurer then set up the
$1.7 billion economic survival package, and we have heard now that more than 70 000 small
businesses in Victoria reached out and were able to access that $10 000 funding at that really crucial
time. There have been payroll tax refunds and waivers for the 2019–20 financial year. We have
established the Working for Victoria Fund, which has been able to connect so many Victorians who
have lost their jobs with work. That is a crucial part now of this recovery process. It is about getting
Victorians back into work. It is about supporting small business to get back on their feet, to rebound,
to be able to bring back onboard those workers, many of whom are on JobKeeper.
We have also provided additional support for people experiencing homelessness. We have invested
significantly in mental health, and we have prioritised the safety of women and children. We know
that in times of crisis family violence unfortunately can escalate, and we actually did see that happen.
I want to acknowledge the Minister for Women and Minister for Prevention of Family Violence for
her work in this area, particularly during these challenging times, but also all the agencies and support
workers out there who worked so hard to provide that additional support for women and children at
risk at this time.
I know those opposite, among others, are calling for restrictions to be lifted much more quickly, and I
appreciate the enormous challenges that so many people are under, that so many small businesses are
facing at this time. This impacts all of us. Many people have lost their jobs. Businesses are suffering.
Unfortunately we are not through this pandemic, and it is absolutely incumbent upon good government
and good leadership to listen to the experts, to listen to the health experts and the medical evidence
that says, ‘This is how we should now proceed out of this pandemic’. To do it too quickly could fritter
away all of the gains that we have made. It would mean that the sacrifices we have made, the losses
we have incurred, would amount to nothing. So I think now is not the time for partisanship on this
issue. What we need is clear messaging to the community to say, ‘We need to do this cautiously and
on the basis of the health advice’.
So we are getting on with our Big Build agenda. We are creating jobs, we are building the infrastructure
for Victoria’s future. We are still removing our level crossings, we are building the Metro Tunnel, we
are building the Mordialloc Freeway and the West Gate Tunnel. We have got shovel-ready projects
going with school builds and kindergarten builds. We are fighting for every Victorian job and every
Victorian business to make sure that we get through this crisis to the other side. But I think most
importantly we have to make sure that we do not leave anyone behind, and we will not. We are
supporting Victorians to get back to work, supporting Victorian business and industry to recover and
rebound, and we are going to help all Victorians during this difficult time in the months ahead.
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (15:04): I rise to speak on the matter of public importance. I
want to begin by saying thank you to all Victorians who have adhered to the rules that we needed to
put in place to actually make sure we got through this pandemic situation. I want to thank the
emergency workers, I want to thank the essential workers, I want to thank the families that stayed
home. I also want to thank the truck drivers and the logistics operators who, when we saw demand
outstrip supply, when people were scared and panicking and wanting to get supplies into their homes
because they were not sure what the future was bringing, went over and above to reassure the
community that we would all be able to get the things we needed, like meat, milk and toilet paper.
I especially want to focus on the nurses, the doctors and the hospital administrators who, while we all
went home and hid, went out every single day, getting prepared for what was predicted to be an
absolute catastrophe. My colleagues of the past went to work whilst they saw images of mass graves
being built in countries like the UK, America and Italy, and let me tell you, it was unnerving. I had
many conversations with my nurse friends and my doctor friends who were actually quite concerned.
One girlfriend worked in aged care in an aged care assessment services team. That team was shut
down and she was sent into the acute area, with the provision being, ‘You will need to talk to the
families of older people who we will not have ventilators for’. Now, she was quite confronted by that
and thought, ‘I don’t know if I’m ready for it’.
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Another girlfriend who works in theatre said to me, ‘I’m actually really scared. I mean, can we actually
get corona?’. At this point in time we did not know what this virus was like. We did not know what it
was capable of. It was a very frightening experience. So cast your minds back to that time—we can
all remember it—and think about the nurses and the doctors who put themselves in front of that war.
Remember, nurses and doctors are very skilled. I wore masks in hospitals, in theatre, for years. I
understand how to wear a mask. But we were hearing that masks would not protect us and we should
not be wearing masks. Well, I was pretty impressed when the World Health Organization eventually
came out and said, ‘You know what? Masks actually do work’, because I had seen the studies that said
they have a 60 per cent effective rate. Well, that is if you do not wear them properly, but if you do not
wash your hands properly, that also does not work.
So here we are now in a situation where we have flattened the curve. Thank you, Victorians. Thank you
to the hospital staff. We have the ventilators. Warrnambool Base Hospital set up two environments: one
they called the dirty environment, where the COVID cases would go, and one was where the normal
ventilator patients we have always had would go. They were ready and they are ready. We will have
outbreaks, but we have flattened the curve and we can take on what is in front of us.
We know that social distancing works. You know I cannot spit further than 1.5 metres, but if I am
talking to you now, yes, spittle will actually land a metre away from me and it will infect you if it goes
into the mucosal linings around your nose, your mouth or your eyes. That is just how it works, so stay
away from people. I do not know whether we still need 4 metres square. Plenty of jurisdictions have
actually changed that. That is for the scientists to work through, but it is not necessarily for us as
Victorians to stay as closed down as we are when we have achieved—or haven’t we? Have the
government done their job? Are they prepared? If so, why is Victoria staying so far away from the
restrictions that we could ease that other states are easing?
I know today we have 21 cases, but let us remember 15 of those have returned from overseas, so we
would expect that they should be isolated and are. It is actually seven, so we have a manageable
number, and that will continue. We have no vaccine; we have to learn to live with the virus. We have
never had a corona vaccine before. There is a family of corona diseases, so we may not get a vaccine.
So what have we got now? We have got a community who know how to wash their hands. We can
use masks for the immunocompromised. We can actually make sure we manufacture more
ourselves—oh, there is a thought: let us invest in manufacturing—and that is what we have done.
Mr McGuire: What about Broadmeadows? We are happy to help you out there.
Ms BRITNELL: Bring back western Victoria. We have got the whole Fletcher Jones, the old
woollen mill. There is plenty of manufacturing still in western Victoria. That is what the dairy industry
is very proud of—the fact that we manufacture in the regions.
We have got a $1 billion plan on the table. We are not saying it for election promises; we are saying it
because we are here to work with government to bring about change together. We are busy trying to
help Victoria get back on track and back into business, but here is a government who is not focused
on getting back into business. In fact they are so not focused on getting back into business that they
are more focused on themselves, and let me tell you why.
There was a $10 000 grant called the Business Support Fund, which should do exactly that: support
businesses, not wrap businesses up in so much red tape and bureaucracy that many of the businesses
who have contacted me have been rejected and do not know why. They cannot get any answers out of
the department. It is an absolute debacle of a system that they are navigating their way through, and
they are calling me going, ‘We just can’t figure it out’.
I have spent an enormous amount of time trying to get in touch with the former Minister for Small
Business, Adem Somyurek. And guess what? No wonder I had no success. He was not focused on
small business. He was not intent on getting back to me. He was too busy trying to shore up his power
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base. We saw two or three days ago on 60 Minutes some absolutely amazing footage of disgraceful
corruption, corruption in the state of Victoria like I would never have believed we would see. That is
the sort of thing you would see in the old Eastern Bloc countries. This is not something you would see
in Australia. It is very shameful. Instead of the former Minister for Small Business helping our
community, what was he doing? Helping himself. Disgusting.
But it does not end there. We also have the pubs in Victoria. I have got pubs in my area. Peter Reid
just yesterday from the Yambuk Inn was desperate, saying to me, ‘I can’t get this Business Support
Fund. Can you help me? I don’t know what is going on’. The pubs need to get back on track. They
need to get people back into them, and the communities need it. But where has the Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation—the former liquor licensing minister as of
yesterday—been? Has she been talking to the pubs? Has she been talking to the industry? Has she
been considering that the 2-metre square concept that I outlined before could actually be quite a
reasonable scientific approach, which we have seen other jurisdictions implement? No, no. She was
busy. She was also busy shoring up her power base. And do not tell me that Daniel Andrews does not
know anything about it. For 10 years he has been in charge in the party, and the fish does rot from the
head. Absolutely this rotten government is corrupt to the core while the people of Victoria were out
there running their businesses, were locked up in their houses for weeks on end and were educating
their children.
When I rang business after business after business at the start of this it was like we were in a war. They
were saying, ‘We’re all in this together. We’ll get through this. We’ve all got to take a hit’. Well, has
the Labor government had that approach?
Mr R Smith: No.
Ms BRITNELL: No. What have they been doing? Shoring up their power base and shoring up
their ability—particularly Daniel Andrews—to stay in power. It is all about a focus on power, not the
people—the people who elected us to stay here and represent them. But no, he even would not let the
Parliament sit. There was no scrutiny around the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee inquiry.
Nothing—it was so evident. Actually I hope Victorians are listening closely. I hope they are listening
to the lack of scrutiny. Just today here in the lower house and yesterday we tried to put a motion
forward to get the situation sent to IBAC. It was blocked—blocked twice. Thank God the upper house
have passed it this afternoon. Why would you be afraid of scrutiny? If there is nothing to be frightened
of, if there is nothing happening—
A member interjected.
Ms BRITNELL: There is a lot of video footage, so clearly something is happening. There is
absolutely no way the Victorian community can now believe anything other than this government
being rotten to the core. I feel like this should be the grievance debate because it is the 127 000 people
that have lost their jobs that I feel sorry for. It is those businesses that are calling me who not only have
no income and have basically lost their jobs but have their staff who go to the local school and who
actually employ the teacher. It goes on, and these communities are who I feel sorry for. I am seriously
worried about businesses in regional Victoria over the next 18 months. I do not think we have seen
anything yet, so I urge Daniel Andrews to get his head back out of his party rubbish and get on with
looking after the Victorians who elected him, because if he does not, we sure as hell will. We have got
a back to business plan. We will invest in manufacturing. We will get back jobs on target. (Time
expired)
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I remind members to refer to other members by their correct
titles.
Ms HUTCHINS (Sydenham) (15:14): I rise to speak on the matter of public importance led by the
member for Albert Park, the Minister for Mental Health. Can I begin by thanking my community of
Sydenham for the work that they have done in helping keep our community safe, and also all Victorians:
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our public servants, our business owners, our healthcare workers, retail workers construction workers,
teachers and childcare workers. I want to thank the Premier for his leadership, not just here in Victoria,
for leading our response to COVID-19 and ensuring that we did avoid a massive crisis here, as we have
seen in other countries overseas. Also thanks to the Minister for Health for her fantastic work and
leadership and all of our cabinet team. I am going to go through the initiatives across our government
we have put in place to support Victorians during this really tough time.
Can I also thank the transport workers from across Australia, who have continued to collect, drive and
deliver goods, PPE, food and supplies to all Australians that we have really relied on, including my
own stepfather, who has continued to work in that capacity over the last couple of months.
Workplace safety is as important as ever, and I know WorkSafe Victoria will continue to do their work
in protecting workers from exposure to COVID-19 and from bullying, harassment and unsafe work
practices during this time and ongoing.
Can I also thank the parliamentary staff, not only those who have worked through this crisis ensuring
Parliament can successfully sit and continue with the really important work that we have done as a
government, but also the chefs and the cooking teams, who have been serving thousands of meals for
Victorians in need. My huge thanks go out to you.
Yes, it is a privilege for many of us to have kept a job during this time, but to continue working while
caring for family members, parenting, volunteering and studying during these unprecedented times
has been a significant challenge for many Victorians, and our thanks go to them. Your behaviour and
your distancing has saved lives; there is no doubt about that.
I want to give a special thankyou to the health workers of this state—to our doctors, our nurses, our
paramedics, our attendants, our carers and of course our cleaners across our hospitals. I was admitted
to the Austin Hospital back in April with severe respiratory problems and of course got COVID tested
and put into lockdown in isolation for 48 hours. It was not an easy time to have gone through that, and
I thought to myself: how would it be if you were a new arrival to this country—if you were an
international student who in fact did not speak very good English—and you had to go through this?
What a challenging time. But can I say the health professionals that I experienced both at the Austin
and the Royal Melbourne were absolutely outstanding. The practices that have been put in place to
protect patients from those patients that may have been infected and to protect workers with PPE but
also the procedures that were put in place are absolutely first grade, and I really do congratulate our
chief medical officer and our Minister for Health and her team across the Department of Health and
Human Services for putting the response in place so quickly and so thoroughly. In fact I was back at
the Royal Melbourne for a check-up just on Monday this week, and I can tell you it is a well-oiled
machine there when it comes to vetting patients and reviewing visitors to make sure they are COVID
safe before they enter the premises. So I congratulate all of them. And just a little message to the
Minister for Health: the cleaners on ward 4B at the Austin need a new mop bucket. I did hear about
that maybe four times a day while I was in there.
Anyway, I want to talk about how during this crisis we have seen the strength, voice and resilience of
the Victorian Aboriginal community in confronting this pandemic as well as pursuing the Black Lives
Matter movement and issues. We know there is more to be done to ensure just and meaningful actions
are taken to ensure the voices of First Nations Victorians are heard across our entire public sector, but
with the determination and unity of the Aboriginal community and the commitment of this Labor
government, I know we can continue to work together.
We have seen some great achievements from Aboriginal community health organisations in delivering
some really key services over the last few months. Just yesterday the Victorian government announced
$23 million to support Aboriginal Victorians during this pandemic. The package includes $10 million
to establish an Aboriginal COVID response fund to give local organisations the funding they need to
develop the responses at a local level for the year ahead. The package also includes $13 million over
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two years to meet an increase in the demand for the Aboriginal community services that are provided
across Victoria.
We know that First Nations Victorians are more likely to be impacted by coronavirus, whether it is
the health impact or the social, economic or cultural implications. Unfortunately just in the last few
weeks we have seen at least four suicides by Aboriginal community members. Last week the Victorian
Aboriginal Health Service established a seven-day-a-week hotline called Yarning Safe N Strong.
These initiatives are led by the community for the community. They connect people to each other, and
that is what this Victorian government will continue to invest in.
The Andrews government has also provided a $1.7 billion economic survival package for the hardest
hit businesses and workers requiring urgent and immediate support. In my local area alone
198 businesses in Brimbank and 52 in the Melton area within my electorate have received a full payroll
refund for the year 2019–20, and 3500 businesses in Brimbank and 559 businesses in Melton have
been paid one-off $10 000 Business Support Fund grants for operational costs such as salaries and
utilities. I was contacted only yesterday by a Sydenham local business who benefitted from this
business support package. She said the funding was vital to her business being able to face the
devastating consequences of a decline in their business during the coronavirus pandemic.
I know local clubs in terms of sports clubs have benefited from the $40 million package, the Victorian
community sport sector short-term survival package, and I thank the minister at the table, the Minister
for Community Sports, for the great work and quick response that she has been able to put in place to
ensure our sports clubs can get back on the ovals and back on the courts, but most importantly to keep
their heads above the balance of their books currently and to minimise the impact of COVID on their
clubs.
Schools have received an additional $45 million for cleaning. That is extremely important. I heard one
mother say at the school gate, ‘I’m not sure how schools are going to avoid the spread of coronavirus
when they can’t avoid the spread of nits’, but I can reassure those parents out there concerned that with
the additional funding for cleaning, particularly around high-touch surfaces, and more regular cleaning
through the day that we know that our schools are going to get the best service possible to keep kids
safe. We have also invested in our kinders to keep them very much operating in a hygienic way, with
kinder grants that have been extremely successful in their uptake across my electorate.
One huge focus of this government has been keeping a roof over renters’ heads and also making sure
that small businesses can stay afloat in terms of being able to come to an agreement with commercial
landlords. We passed legislation on 23 April to make sure that we can protect the most vulnerable
tenants and provide certainty to landlords. I want to commend the work of our fantastic department of
consumer affairs that has taken 42 000 contacts since late April in regard to this program. They have
successfully helped reduce rent to the tune of 15 000-plus rental agreements. That is a huge amount of
work. They have received 471 applications for rent relief, and they have still got another 7500 of those
to progress through. That is a huge amount of work on top of the work that Consumer Affairs Victoria
already does, and I want to thank that department for all of their work and all of their workers’
commitment during this time of need.
Whether it is in the workplace, in early childhood, in consumer affairs, in multicultural affairs or in
our sports clubs, the Victorian government is committed to leading and supporting all Victorians
through COVID-19. Let us keep our distance and stay safe.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (15:24): I am pleased to speak on this matter of public importance
submitted by the member for Albert Park. First of all, I would also like to thank my community, the
Shepparton district, for the amazing work, compliance and change in behaviour that they had to
undergo like so many Victorians to achieve this outcome that has been a remarkable one in comparison
to what has occurred in so many other places and is still occurring given that COVID-19 is in fact on
a continuum rising in many other countries in the world as we speak.
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It is very easy for us to in some ways start to feel a bit safer and be a bit more complacent. We have
done a marvellous job, but I think we also need to be incredibly vigilant as we go forward. We see
Beijing now in another wave of COVID. It has not gone away. The virus is out there. It is alive and
well, and it is always looking for a host. I think we need to be wary of that but still congratulate
ourselves on the great job that we have done. Just in relation to the health system, congratulations to
all of those health workers who were able to just be ready. Luckily they were not called on, most of
them, to do anything like the things we saw on television, things that were happening in Italy and other
countries in the world, just horrendous decision-making that had to be made and numbers that were
unbelievable. New York—I remember seeing a Foreign Correspondent program on what was
happening in New York, and there is no doubt that in disadvantaged communities the impact where
you have a poor health system is truly devastating; that is what the United States is facing at the
moment with a health system that does not give people access to the services that they need.
At Goulburn Valley Health in Shepparton a lot of work had to be done to get ready for what could
have been an overwhelming number of patients that might have arrived. You will all have heard me
talk about the stage 1 redevelopment that is taking place. The government were able to support a
massive push to just get that whole development finished, and the new emergency department was set
aside as an additional intensive care unit should it be needed. So many steps were taken and many
things put in place and people ready to go. Fortunately in my community there have been 12 cases
overall and one death. That has been a pretty remarkable result. Terrible for the family who lost a
family member who had returned from an overseas trip, and no doubt very stressful for families of
those who were ill. Most of the cases in our area were people who had returned from overseas prior to
the hotel isolation being put in place.
I well remember the first briefing we got here in Parliament with the chief health officer, Brett Sutton,
and the minister up in the Federation Room and just the information slowly coming out of China about
what was happening. I remember him saying this could be a pandemic, it could be, and questions
being asked about what a pandemic is, what does that mean. The second briefing was in the same
place at a much more serious time when it was becoming clear that things were getting out of hand
and that cases were appearing in other places in the world and indeed here.
It did not take long before every day we were seeing more and more news of what was happening—
the closure of the borders to China. I also well remember all my staff and myself standing around
watching a press conference when the Premier warned Victorians of what could be coming and feeling
a chill quite frankly about what was ahead of us and what could be ahead of us. Thereafter at a federal
level we saw remarkable leadership pulling together to deal with it, and quite frankly we saw the same
at the local level. In a community I have to say that has been a very traditional conservative
community, many places I went people would say to me, ‘The Prime Minister’s doing a great job, and
so is that Dan Andrews, and I don’t really like him’.
It was a very interesting show of leadership where people stepped up and stepped in and did what was
needed. I think that was very reassuring to people. The national cabinet then coming together and
bringing together all the state leaders in that environment was also a really strong sign of leadership
and gave the country reassurance. People felt much more confident that things would be under control,
that there was a consistency across the country in terms of what was happening.
I have reflected often since that time about how while things may seem pretty ordinary at times in the
political world, there is no doubt that when there is a crisis people do have the capacity to step up and
look after communities. I think there are a lot of people to be congratulated for showing the leadership
that they did at many levels. At a local government level it is very fair to say that many of our local
government organisations, and the City of Greater Shepparton also, stepped in very early to come up
with COVID plans to put in place a whole range of supports for businesses. They kept Meals on
Wheels going and kept a range of services that they provide directly going. They still were able to
facilitate face-to-face appointments for maternal and child health nurses with mothers.
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I also recall Anzac Day, a day when so many people were really quite distressed that they could not
get together and honour that day in the way they normally do. I know in my street we came out just
before 6 o’clock and people lit candles and we played the ceremony from Canberra and were able to
listen to the last post and an address. People up and down the street had their candles just sitting out
the front of their house—a very moving moment. We could not be together but nevertheless people
were together.
In all this isolation and separation that we have had to do, there has been a remarkable coming together
and a sense of community. It is very hard to in a sense put your finger on what that means. Just a few
weeks ago I did a walk up and down the streets of Nathalia and Numurkah, just to put my head in the
door and say hello to some of the businesspeople there, and their sense of isolation is really very great.
There is a feeling out there that is really quite sad to see in many ways. They are making the best of it,
the best they can in circumstances that are really very awful—obviously not many customers coming
in, businesses really suffering, so many people having lost jobs and that overwhelming sense of what
is happening, where are we going? The introduction of JobKeeper, JobSeeker and a lot of other
economic stimulus that we have now seen roll out again has I think given people a level of confidence
that there is a way forward and that we just have to aim in a certain direction and hopefully do it
together to achieve these sorts of things.
One of the concerns I do have is that for many people their mental health is particularly important and
needs to be thought about and not put aside at a time like this. I am particularly concerned about people
who are in vulnerable groups and people who are more aged, who will be afraid of leaving home even
though things are looking better.
I would also just like to take the last minute to thank everyone who works in my electorate office,
because it has been an extraordinary time for my staff. They had to close the office. They all had to go
home to work and yet they fielded all the calls, and there were many calls and many emails, so many
people with questions—people distressed, confused, all sorts of things. In what was a difficult time for
them, when they had to look after their own families and their own wellbeing, they did a remarkable
job. I would like to thank each and every one of them for pulling together, supporting me and
supporting our community at a time when they were really in demand.
I think in regional areas we were often very glad that we did not live in multistorey apartment blocks
in cities, because most of us had a backyard or were able to know that we could grow some vegetables
if we had to. While people were starting to knit and look for sourdough recipes on the internet, all of
my staff were working very hard. In my house we had three people working from home, and in some
ways it was very bonding, in others we cannot wait to get back to the office. It is important that we
find a way to re-establish ourselves in our communities and join together to be that connected
community again.
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater) (15:34): It is with great privilege that I rise to be able to speak on
today’s matter of public importance and to talk about the profound impact on our community. Whether
it is members in my community of Bayswater, across the state of Victoria or in our business
community, we know it has been an extremely tumultuous time the last few weeks and indeed now
months.
Of course it is important to acknowledge and thank workers who perhaps before this might not have
been acknowledged and thanked to the extent that they certainly have been now. I am sure I will forget
many. In particular in my community for the fantastic work that local emergency services workers
have done, to cleaners, to all of our wonderful teachers, to our retail staff, to everyone who has
continued to work while people like myself have been lucky enough to be able to work from home,
and who have put themselves at risk each and every day, in particular at the height of this pandemic
when people have been rightfully worried, I say a very great thankyou. Long overdue credit has
certainly come your way. In particular many families I know in my community have a much greater
appreciation for teachers. Thank you for the wonderful job that you have done.
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We must remember that part of the successes of the Victorian response is the way that Victorians have
come together. They have listened and indeed helped us to flatten the curve. This deadly virus is still
with us and will be for some time, and yet I have no doubt about the resilience of the Victorian
community. We will continue to stand together, as we always have done.
In the community that I represent alone it has been phenomenal to see the response of locals and
community organisations in particular. Once again I can never name all of them but I will name some
of that group who have done a wonderful job. To Knox Infolink, to CHAMPION, to the Glen Park
Community Centre, to the Eastern Community Legal Centre, to Foothills Community Care, to the
Shree Swaminarayan Temple, to the Chinese Association of Victoria, to Pinchapoo, to every person
who dropped a note under one of their neighbour’s doors offering assistance, to every person I spoke
to on the phone who was having conversations with Deirdre over the fence over a cup of tea, to once
again all the essential workers across the electorate, thank you so much. It has been a great opportunity
and a great privilege to be able to represent my community since having come to this place, and no
more so than for me and my staff to be in the position of being able to help the community to the best
of our ability.
My staff and I have had many people contact my office, many for the first time. I think it just goes to
show the flavour of the pandemic and the way in which people had their lives turned upside down
overnight. It was a great honour to be able to spend a considerable amount of time calling out—some
6500 calls my staff and I made—to check in on people to see how they were going. It was really great
to see the majority of people that we called, particularly those over the age of 70, were being well
supported. That was very heartwarming to see.
We know that this response has been like never before from governments across the globe. The success
we have seen here—I am proud to play a part in the Andrews Labor government’s response and the
decisive action that we have taken to support every single Victorian to keep them informed, to protect
jobs and the effort to help beat this insidious virus. First and foremost, we know the health response
was so critical. Modelling showed us that some 36 000 lives could have been lost. Indeed any life lost
is tragic, but we know now that because of the actions taken the lives tragically lost have been kept to
a much, much lower number.
As part of our response $1.9 billion was injected into the health system to deliver more beds, ICU
equipment and staff training as well as personal protective equipment for health care. In regard to
testing, if we were a nation, we would be third in the world, and that is something to be proud of. That
is not just from the perspective of the program and of the investment the Andrews government has
rolled out but of each and every single Victorian who has taken the responsibility when they have had
symptoms or otherwise to go and get themselves tested. Well done. I know that the drive-through
clinics in my community at the Knox and Eastland shopping centres have been particularly helpful.
Of course when we talk about PPE we know some of the staggering numbers. We have currently got
on hand some 31 million gloves, 1.7 million face shields, 500 000 N95 masks, 23 million surgical
masks and 700 isolation gowns. It has been so heartening when I have made calls into my business
community the amount of businesses offering to support that health effort. When we talk about
ventilators, the same goes for that as well. Victoria acted decisively and very quickly and we placed
orders for more than 2000 ventilators; over 800 have now arrived. I am very proud to represent a
business-rich community, as indeed I know every member of this place should be. In that community
is a local business called Anchor who are helping to make ventilators. They are located in the
Bayswater business precinct. It is another wonderful business that has done some wonderful work.
This current and continued investment in a health response we know is saving Victorian lives, and we
know we have got a health response but also an economic response, which is equally just as important
now. We know the Andrews government announced a $2.7 billion building works package that is
supporting Victorians to get back on their feet and that is supporting job creation. Some 3700 jobs will
be created in that program alone and that will support thousands more supply chains and pump extra
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dollars back into the Victorian economy. We have done plenty and we know we need to do more,
because we know the modelling has shown us that we could lose some 270 000 jobs, and that is exactly
why we are going to continue to fight for each and every single one of them. And $328 million as part
of that is going into critical transport maintenance and upgrades to improve roads and public transport.
Part of that work we saw very recently with the Mountain Highway in The Basin, with that road being
resealed. What had long been a bugbear for the community is now fixed and now safer for local road
users. As part of that we will be seeing a significant amount of investment into Heathmont station. I
have long said that people have the right to feel safe in all communal spaces, and I know in particular
at Heathmont station that has been an issue for the community, so I am very proud to be able to deliver
that as part of this Andrews government program to create jobs, and local jobs, right at Heathmont to
upgrade the Heathmont station.
We are continuing to deliver projects—we are not stopping. We are only getting started now as we
continue to help boost the economy up and protect Victorian jobs, whether it is locally or across the
state. Locally we finished off the Blind Creek project; we have students walking into the new building
at Bayswater Primary; we have delivered the HE Parker Reserve pavilion; The Basin Primary School
oval works are looking fantastic; Heathmont College is getting a brand-new state-of-the-art gym; on
Canterbury and Bedford roads, those works were pushed forward to make that intersection safer for
everyone—obviously, part of the bigger package of the roads maintenance blitz; as well as the
Colchester Reserve pavilion and the North East Link. Every time I mention the North East Link—
some of those opposite, their necks twitch, they get a little unsettled and they are not sure if they
support it or not, but those works started this year and that is over $5 billion of extra money going into
the eastern metro economy. That is good stuff.
The level crossing removals: we know historically there were two in Bayswater, and on the Frankston
line they are just going like flies down there. They are going the way of the dinosaurs. It is all action
down there. It is all happening as part of 75 level crossing removals.
But we know that this was only the start. There was the $1.7 billion survival package previously, the
largest of its kind not just in our state’s history but also in Australia’s, and it simply had to be. We
know that businesses are doing it tough and no doubt businesses are still doing it tough. There is still
a lot more work to do, and I am big enough to admit that and so is this government. That is why we
have continued to work with the business community and locally as well. We had a $500 million
Business Support Fund, and I am very proud to say that that support fund is almost fully expended. I
believe it might have almost been fully expended, and locally $29 million in grants were given to
businesses in the Knox and Maroondah local government areas. That is absolutely significant, and that
has made a huge difference to businesses in my community.
Also we had our payroll tax refunds—nearly $16 million of payroll tax refunds. That is cash back in
the hands of businesses to help them stay afloat, to help them put food on the table and to help them
employ locals. That is absolutely good stuff, and local businesses I know have reached out to me and
are continuing to do a good job. Milk & Wine Co. recently opened. Koko Lime in Boronia is still
making great coffees. Red Coral Seafood is working with local charities continuing to do their work.
Country Cob Bakery opened up in Boronia, and I am almost certain they got a mention on the
Premier’s Facebook page some time ago in Kyneton. They have got good pies out there, and Walma’s
is still doing fantastic steaks. These are just a few businesses that have been dealing with COVID-19
locally that have certainly done a fantastic job of navigating their way through.
And the Working for Victoria program, $500 million to put thousands of Victorians back to work—I
am very proud to have the Minister for Community Sport here—very quickly, $40 million to back in
local clubs: Bayswater squash club, Boronia Hawks, Eastern Raptors Rugby League Club, Fairpark
Football Club, Guy Turner Reserve Tennis Club, as well as a number of others. This government does
not just talk; we actually get things done. We are not focused on internal leadership battles. We are not
focused on bats in Kew. This government has had a decisive response to COVID-19— (Time expired)
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Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (15:44): I too wish to contribute to the matter of public importance
today. Look, it is interesting that the government is using this matter of public importance today to spout
the normal, day-to-day operations of business. The member for Bayswater there had a good run on it,
talking about all the money the government is spending. I might point out to him that his current side
of politics is in government. They have a responsibility to keep the economy going. They have a
responsibility to actually pay for the projects that they have already committed to. As a member of the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee (PAEC), I heard quite a lot through the process that the
government is coping with the coronavirus by continuing to do what it was already doing. I do not think
that that is a very good measure of what supporting the economy and supporting business is all about.
I know that the government are a bit bereft of any great business experience on their side of the house,
but I will give them a little lesson after 25 years of running a business and employing people: to create
a stimulus and to help and activate business, it actually means you have got to do more than what you
are already doing. This government has had a very strong track record over recent months of telling
us about the projects that they are already doing. They are already building the tunnels. They are
already setting about doing some roadworks and already removing level crossings. These were not
new initiatives brought about by the crisis of the coronavirus. And so when we look at some of the
statistics that have come out in only a couple of months with the coronavirus, we know for example
that gross state product could be 14 per cent lower. We know unemployment is set to perhaps reach
levels of 11 per cent. We know for example that those job losses could affect 270 000 people. We
know that property prices may decrease by up to 9 per cent, which will cause huge, catastrophic holes
in this state government’s budget. There are enormous risks going forward from the effects of
coronavirus, and yet we have not really heard of anything particularly innovative or supportive for the
business community and Victoria as a whole. We have heard about government doing what it has
already done.
One of those examples I might point out is the campaign begun yesterday by the hotel, hospitality,
restaurant and tourism industry. They are all bleeding. What do they want? They want a plan going
forward. They want to know when they can open up again—open up in a way that is efficient, a way
that is economic and a way that is viable. This government is currently sitting back with a sort of lazy
approach to unwinding the very, very harsh restrictions that have been put on business. They have not
looked at what is working around the world in terms of getting businesses back on their feet. It is a
huge task. This sector employs thousands and thousands of people, and if they listen to those people,
if they listen to those businesses, they would hear stories that up to 50 per cent of that industry, if it
does not get the information from this government about when and how it can open in an efficient
way, may not be here at Christmas. That is not a Christmas present this side of the house wants to see
this Parliament deliver to the people of Victoria. And what does that look like? That looks like the rule
that currently sits at one person per 4 square metres, which this government seems incapable of
understanding is going to hold businesses back.
The frustration for those hospitality and tourism businesses is that we have all been to Bunnings in the
last three months, we have all been to Coles, we have been to Woolies, we have been to all sorts of
commercial enterprises—and guess what? We do not see those same restrictions applying to them.
Not only is that frustrating these businesses, but those ones I just named are the three largest retail
businesses in Australia. They account for 80 per cent of our retail spend, and yet these other small
businesses, these mum-and-dad businesses, these smaller operations right throughout rural and
regional Victoria particularly and right throughout our suburbs, are being left to hang out to dry. They
are being used as a symbol by this government of how strong it is and how capable it is, yet it is
wreaking havoc on that industry.
I would also like to use the example of the lack of information that this government gives out to
industry and communities. Take in my electorate the Great Ocean Road. The icon of the Great Ocean
Road is the Twelve Apostles, and the Twelve Apostles still do not have an open date. The government
has announced it has opened national parks, but what has it actually done? It has opened the car park,

MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
1822

Legislative Assembly

Wednesday, 17 June 2020

it has kept the toilets closed, it has kept the kiosk closed and it has actually kept the boardwalks, which
tens of thousands of people go to on a daily basis, closed. And guess what? There is no signage up. If
you go online it says, ‘Come to the Twelve Apostles, they’re open’, but they are not and there is no
plan for them to open. In fact just 5 minutes ago I received a confirmation text that no-one in that
community has any idea when they are going to open. That has a huge toll.
In fact the member opposite, the new member for Nepean, bailed me up early today and said, ‘I went
down to your region over the long weekend’. He said, ‘I had never been to the Twelve Apostles before.
I wanted to see the Twelve Apostles’. I said, ‘Member for Nepean, you’d better write a letter to the
government, the one that you’re part of, because it’s their fault that that’s sitting closed. It’s their fault
that communities like Port Campbell, communities like Apollo Bay, are being left to hang out to dry
because this government has not started to put an active plan in place’.
We can talk about the plan in place because over on this side through the coronavirus we have not
been doing branch-stacking and running around to chicken shop car parks handing out heaps of cash
to our friends. We have not been organising secret tape sessions. We have not been bugging cars. We
have not been doing any of that. We have been getting back to work and getting back to business. We
have put a great series of policies together and ideas on how we can get Victoria working again, how
we can get this economy back on the track that we need it to be on to keep Victorians in the state that
they have been used to.
One of the other frustrations that has come out and that has been part of this matter of public
importance is about how this government has prepared and what lessons can be learned. This is an
important part of the way this state responds to coronavirus. Now, during the PAEC hearings the
Premier was very proud to tell us about the preparation that had been done in the early shutdown, and
that shutdown, we were told at the time, was about helping Victoria to prepare and be ready for the
coronavirus. I do not think anyone in the country would argue with that; it was the right thing to do.
We needed to prepare and we needed to have a greater understanding.
But in the information that we were told, the assumptions made were that 58 000 people a day would
be infected in Victoria from coronavirus and over 450 people a day would die. Now, we did not get
close to that figure, and that is a good thing—no-one wants to see 58 000—but the worst day we had
was just over 100 people infected, not 58 000. That is a massive difference, and as a state we need to
understand what that difference is. We need to understand what worked and what did not work, and
in fact when we look around the world no other jurisdiction in the world got close to 58 000. So was
the information we were basing this crisis on, was the information we used in the lockdown, was the
information that has wrought havoc on thousands of small businesses, families and communities right
across Victoria, at all times leading to the right decision being made based on the right information?
We will never know the exact answer to that, but we need to have a better understanding of how the
decisions of this government were based on 58 000. I think the country of Brazil, with many, many
more times our population, has had its worst day at 35 000, so it is still not even close to what Victoria
based its decision-making on. These are questions that we do need to know in order to help us prepare
for the future.
In conclusion, I would like to, as many other members have today, acknowledge the hard work and
sacrifice of my own community. I would like to point in particular to the wonderful and collaborative
way that our community, that being in the Colac Otway shire, responded to the coronavirus. We were
one of the few communities that had no recorded cases of coronavirus, and one of the successes that
our community believes it came down to was the fantastic and collaborative way community leaders,
the local media, the local hospital, the schools, all met on a regular basis through the new technology
of Zoom, which is now everybody’s favourite. That was used very successfully to share the message
and expertise and experiences through weekly videos that were put out and shared on social media by
the whole community.
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I would like to make particular note of one of our local CEOs in the community, the boss of Associated
Kiln Driers in Colac, Shane Vicary. Shane was a mastermind in pulling this together and leading our
community very successfully, bringing all arms of responsibility together to make sure that our
community was kept safe, and so I acknowledge that that was a great success.
Mr FREGON (Mount Waverley) (15:54): I will never get that 10 minutes back. I am delighted
and stoked to talk on this matter of public importance (MPI), and it is obviously of a level of
importance economically that we have not seen since World War II—
Members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr FREGON: I do not need to crack a joke; the member for Gembrook does that himself.
On 26 January in Mount Waverley we had a gentleman with the coronavirus have dinner at the House
of Delight.
Mr Battin interjected.
Mr FREGON: The interventions are getting worse.
Mr Battin: Interjections! An intervention would help you.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Fregon: So a health crisis, 26 January, and at that time we could see in China that the coronavirus
was coming to us. And this is a very serious issue, as you would know. So I got a call around that time
that a man had been to the House of Delight and had dinner. That was the first we knew about a local
case in our area in the east, and all of a sudden the Department of Health and Human Services kicked in,
the Minister for Health, the Premier—everything started. Since that day things have not stopped. We are
still going through a crisis. This government from day one has acted swiftly, decisively and appropriately.
The schools in my area that have a great number of Chinese-Australian students were immediately
involved. We had parents who were concerned. We had a case of a gentleman at Monash hospital, as
talked about before. So this is something that the government took very seriously from day one.
Now what have we done in regard to that? Well, there are a lot of numbers: what money has been spent,
what money has been committed, what money has been delivered. I put to you that the actual figures
are not as important as the fact that they were appropriate, that what was done was what was required.
We had our school system with cleaning—that was doubled. We had the term finish early. We had a
social experiment in education that nobody would ever have planned for. If you went back six months
and you said to all our parents and our students and our teachers, ‘Hey, here’s an idea: what about next
year in around about March you all stay home for about eight weeks and you’ll learn from home via
remote learning and Zoom?’, there was no way anyone would ever do that; you would not take that
choice. But that is what we did, because that is what was required and that is what the experts said. We
can all have a laugh and a joke and have a go at each other, and that is all fine. But the reality is that we
listened to the experts and we did what they said—and we should probably do that in a few more areas
in this country as well. Maybe after this time, this virus, this moment that we will all remember for the
rest of our lives, that will be the impetus of us listening to our experts from now on.
So it is worth us, as the member for Albert Park said in his MPI, thanking the Victorian community,
and we definitely should. The Victorian community have acted in an exemplary way. Now, it has not
been easy for any of us, especially those of us in this house—and I count those on the other side in
this. We have all had to do the work, and it has been work of a nature that had to be done immediately.
We all worked from home—not just us obviously, everybody. Our students have learned from home.
Our kids have been at home. I think the only one who has been exceptionally happy about the last six
months is my dog, because she has had the whole family home, seven days a week—24/7. She is a bit
upset now too, because we are going back slowly.
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I would like to thank the schools in my area, particularly the principals. I rang them in what would
have been very late January or 1 or 2 February, just before the term started. The department had already
contacted them. The minister’s office had already been on top of it, and they already had the
instructions they needed to go forward. As I have checked in with them over the duration, the feedback
I have got is that the Deputy Premier and Minister for Education’s office has done everything that they
have required and that things have been done. Reinventing education in a matter of two weeks of
holidays that were brought forward, only to get everything in place and get it all settled and then have
to undo it all again—but they did it. I will not mention all my schools, but you know who you are, and
you know that I am grateful.
Business—we have heard a bit about business today. The member for Polwarth might disagree with me,
although he is not here—some of us, like him, have many years in business, and I know exactly what
this period would have done to the business that I ran not two years ago. It was a very small business.
We did not make a lot of money, but we worked hard, and this would have given me the thought when
coronavirus hit: do I close the doors? If my business drops 70 or 80 per cent, what do I do?
Now, I will also say that I have been proud to be a member of Parliament at a time when for the most
part politics has been thrown out the window. Obviously that has not continued today, but that is to be
expected. I think we can thank the national cabinet, the federal government, obviously our Premier,
our government and also local government for the work they have done.
There is so much more that I could go on about in regard to this government’s response, but what I
will say is that I had a call from a long-term business acquaintance of mine. He is a man I have dealt
with for about 30 years, and I respect him, and I think we can call each other friends. This man is an
avid Liberal supporter. He gave me a call a couple of weeks ago, and he said he was a little bit worried
about people not listening about social distancing as much as they should, but he also said, ‘Look,
Matt, you know where I stand in all this stuff’. I went, ‘Yeah, yeah, yeah’. He said, ‘I’ve got to tell
you, the Premier and your side have done extremely well’. He said, ‘I don’t know who the Liberal
leader is, but if there was an election right now I would vote for you guys’. That man lives in Malvern.
Bills
JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (DRUG COURT AND OTHER MATTERS)
BILL 2020
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (16:03): Before I finished earlier I was talking about the fact that there
was a time when we were hoping to be able to persuade the government to build an alcohol and drug
residential facility in my region but there had been a lot of opposition to the locations that had been
proposed and we lost that opportunity. I then moved on to the fact that we have had The Cottage
establish itself, a place for people to integrate themselves back into the community effectively. They
will have been detoxed, they will have had some rehabilitation and they will then be looking to
continue accessing a whole range of drug and alcohol services but also be preparing themselves to
move back into the community.
I also had the opportunity several years ago to visit the Odyssey House facility at Molyullah up in the
hills beyond Benalla and meet a number of people there who were in that live-in environment on a
farm. To see what is achieved in a place like that is very humbling, really, because they are facilities
that provide an opportunity for people to get their lives back together again. Sometimes they leave that
place, they fall back into drug taking and they come back again, but that facility is there for them.
The announcement of the Drug Court program extending to Shepparton is very welcomed. I have
spoken to local lawyers about it who are very pleased to think that our region will have that facility,
because the need is great. The Shepparton district rates very low on all socio-economic factors. The
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Shepparton electorate is in the lowest 20 per cent of electorates across all four indexes, having one of
the highest levels of disadvantage compared to the state average of other electorates. So there has long
been a need within our community. The expansion will assist in meeting the needs of a particular
group of entrenched offenders, and it should reduce demand on our corrective and social services and
provide greater access to services.
It was very interesting to read the KPMG evaluation report of 2014. It demonstrates that there is a
continuing and demonstrable need for a court-based response to particularly serious systemic offenders
with significant drug and alcohol issues. The evaluation shows that 40 per cent of people complete the
program. There was a 31 per cent drop after 12 months, a 34 per cent drop in recidivism two years post
the drug treatment order, a 90 per cent cut in trafficking offences, a 54 per cent cut in violence with
weapons, and improved mental and physical health and community connectedness. I think figures were
put on reduced recidivism, with an annual cost per participant of around $26 000 compared with what
can be well over $110 000 for a person in prison each year. Magistrate Tony Parsons, who headed the
Drug Court program in Dandenong and Melbourne, said that the alternative was simply people getting
locked up, and we know that that does not work in terms of long-term recovery.
This therapeutic jurisprudence of drug courts has shown that it is effective and that it deals with the
revolving door of recidivism which is occurring in what have been conventional means to date. This
bill that is now enabling the County Court to adopt what has been happening in a couple of Magistrates
Courts and the expansion into the Magistrates Court in regional areas is most welcomed, and I support
the bill.
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) (16:07): Acting Speaker Kilkenny, it is lovely to see you in the chair
this afternoon and also to follow the member for Shepparton, who raised some very good points on
the Justice Legislation Amendment (Drug Court and Other Matters) Bill 2020 that is before the house
at the moment.
We have heard a lot about what this bill will do, and I think there is bipartisan support for this bill.
However, yesterday amendments were circulated by the opposition and I will address that in a minute.
I think the most important part of this bill, and many members have spoken about it, is that it is
evidence based. We know that these programs work, we know that they are an investment and that
they have a cost-benefit ratio which is positive for our community—and financially as well.
I would just like to acknowledge the member for Morwell, who made a contribution earlier today.
That would have been a very, very tough contribution to make. He has obviously got some personal
connections with some people who have been through the system, and he has also given us some
suggestions on what we could be doing as well. I think it is worth acknowledging that here and now.
In regard to how this will affect our communities, if you hark back to the Reagan days and the war on
drugs and everything that enveloped and the amount of money that was wasted on that, the war against
drugs has been lost. It is now something that countries who are progressive are looking at as a health
issue, not just a police or military issue and not blaming other countries.
We need to take ownership of these issues, and that is something we did in Frankston about five years
ago. Like every community, or most communities, in Victoria and Australia, we do have a cohort of
people who are addicted to drugs. Obviously alcohol, the legal drug, is still our biggest problem in
Frankston. However, you can see that when you use an evidence-based approach, when you throw all
the myths out the window, it can inform us as to what our goal has to be and we can count back and
see how we get there.
In Frankston we ran the Responding to Alcohol and other Drugs in Frankston and Mornington
Peninsula (RAD-FMP) program, a rapid assessment of drugs and alcohol in Frankston and the
Mornington Peninsula, and that actually uncovered quite a few home truths that were a bit hard for
some people to understand. The data was very surprising and very contrary to some of the programs
that were being run by other levels of government, which had to be changed.
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This is not an Australian first, it is not a Victorian first. These drug courts have been in use
internationally to mostly good acclaim for many years, and I think the statistics and the evidence base
that we are founding this legislation on today to expand the Drug Court into the County Court from
the Magistrates Court, which was a trial, are pretty solid. We have heard some people talk about these
stats before, but I will reiterate that an estimated 65 per cent of prison entrants in Australia had used
illicit drugs in the past year, compared with about 16 per cent amongst the general population. The
most common drugs were methamphetamines or ice; cannabis; painkillers and sleeping pills.
The effectiveness of the drug treatment orders speaks for itself. Reviews of the Drug Court completed
in 2006 indicate a cost-benefit ratio of 1 to 5.81. Individuals completing a DTO are generally less
likely to reoffend and they experience higher levels of employment than those with similar criminal
and alcohol and other drug-related circumstances. I think employment in full-time employment
doubled from 11 per cent to 25 per cent and there was a 32 per cent reduction in unemployment as
well for those who went through these DTOs. While the cost to the state was $2.78 million, the derived
benefit was valued at $16.65 million, achieving a cost-benefit ratio of 1 to 5.81. Some of the tangible
benefits outlined in this review include savings through reduced recidivism, reduced demand on prison
capacity and reduced strain on mental health and welfare services.
That is something that has not been covered so much. When we are talking about a cohort who are
using drugs, there are often other health issues, whether they be physical or mental, as well, and the
cost to health services, legal services, police are there to be seen. Statistics from the Magistrates Court
of Victoria 2012 annual report indicate that there were 58 participants and the cost per participant was
$67.78 per day compared to $257.35 per prisoner per day. I am not saying that we should not keep on
finding data; we should. We should keep on strengthening our case, because this is the right thing to
do. In many years time these evidence-based programs—much like a medically supervised injecting
room, much like the RAD-FMP program we run in Frankston—will be looked upon as things that
were progressive then. They will not be progressive in the future. People will be asking why we did
not do them sooner because the evidence was there and it made sense. They will be asking why these
decisions were made on political grounds and not these evidence-based grounds.
In saying that, it is a little bit difficult at times to even hear people talking about the hot topic of the
day, the medically supervised injecting room trial, when they are discarding the evidence. They are
basing their opinions on emotion and their argument on emotion, and it does not really work. Indeed
we had a speaker in the last debate saying it was a great thing that Victoria did not have as many
infections as we thought we would but we have got to have a look into why we do that. I think actually
the larger issue is we have got to look at our political leadership and why they are actually asking
questions like that. We have seen what a lack of leadership does overseas. We have good leaders in
Victoria, and these leaders made sure that Victoria was ready for the worst if it happened, and that is
how emergency leadership and emergency management works. You have to make big, hard decisions
and not everyone will agree with you, and hopefully you do not have to get to that point where you
activate those plans.
Yesterday we had the Shadow Minister for Corrections talking about his concerns and his amendment
in regard to people committing serious offences—things like trafficking and manufacturing of drugs
and things like that. Since then I have had time to have a look at that amendment and also have a look
at some of the other drug courts around Australia and indeed internationally. The amendment seeks to
strengthen this bill by essentially taking the decision out of the judge’s hands—that these are serious
crimes and these people should not be eligible for DTOs.
In looking at the matter even further, I think it is pretty obvious that if people are committing serious
crimes, they will not meet the eligibility criteria. People who are eligible to be part of the Drug Court
program must plead guilty to an offence that is not defined as a sexual offence or an offence involving
the infliction of actual bodily harm, and the sentence must be four years imprisonment or less. If we
are talking about serious crimes that might be manufacturing or that might be serious trafficking, they
are going to attract terms that are a lot more than four years, I would suggest. I would also just suggest
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that it has been successfully trialled where the magistrate has the prerogative, using the evidence
provided, to make a decision about whether the person can actually be involved in a DTO and have
that opportunity. I would suggest that the County Court judge would be able to use their prerogative
based on the evidence suggested to them as well. Using common sense and actually reading the bill
and doing a bit of research will exclude the need for that amendment, I think.
In conclusion, this is a really good piece of legislation. It is successful. You will not hear many people
in the health services sector complaining about this. It is a really, really complex problem, and there is
not just one solution. We need a toolbox full of tools, and this is one of them obviously. There will be
people who always have ethical, emotional or faith-based issues with progressive legislation. But
when you look at the evidence, it does not lie. That is the great thing about science. Science does not
lie. It does not change. It is there every day and it says the same thing. What it says about this legislation
and these drug courts is that they do work. They do give people the opportunity to change their lives,
and we should back them to the hilt. (Time expired)
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) (16:18): I also rise to speak on the Justice Legislation
Amendment (Drug Court and Other Matters) Bill 2020. As the member for Frankston said, this really
is a hefty bill that has some really life-changing reform in it. Before I go to the more substantial part
of the bill, most of the legislation is about the introduction of a Drug Court into the County Court and
the expansion of the regional drug courts.
I also just want to touch on some of the other very important and progressive changes that this bill is
going to introduce. In essence, the other aspects of the bill actually build on legislative reform that our
Labor government introduced over the last term and during this term. For example, in addition to the
drug courts, we are also looking at amending the Limitation of Actions Act 1958. I think most people
in this chamber will know that we have had lots of debate and lots of legislation introduced to protect
children and also to try to support survivors of criminal child abuse in the past. Of course when you say
‘in the past’ it is something that people are still living with and is very much real and in the present day.
In New South Wales there was a court decision known as the Ellis defence whereby it was determined
that a survivor of child abuse committed by a member of the church could not attempt to sue the church
for negligence and for compensation for allowing that abuse to occur. The Ellis defence was that a
church trust in effect was not responsible for individuals in that church, and therefore trusts and
unincorporated bodies could not be sued even though they were responsible, at least in part, for
allowing a particular crime, in this case abusive crimes against children, to occur. They were unable
to be sued.
Previous to this piece of legislation there was more substantial legislation to put aside the Ellis defence
so that religious bodies and organisations must incorporate and therefore be subject to the laws that all
of us are subject to: if something happens that we are responsible for, civil action can be taken against
us. We have already done that, but there was I suppose a small period of time where that legislation
would not apply. So this legislation allows people that entered into settlement arrangements, with
religious organisations in the main, between 1 July 2015 and 1 July 2018 to apply to set aside those
settlements and pursue civil action without having the obstacle of the Ellis defence. That is again a
small change but it will have a huge impact on those that have been affected by child abuse, particularly
from religious organisations.
Another smaller tweaking of very progressive, reformist and life-changing legislation is the
amendment of the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 to protect the confidentiality
of applicants under the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2017. Of course we do know, particularly as
this is a relatively new piece of legislation, that there are all sorts of interests trying to in many cases
harass, harangue and interview or get in contact with family members of those that want to make use
of the assisted dying legislation. This is another protection to ensure that their identity is confidential
so that they have the right of privacy in the most terrible times with the ending of that loved one’s
life—they have a right to confidentiality and privacy.
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But getting on to the County Court, drug and alcohol treatment orders will be developed as part of this
legislation. It is a pilot although there have been drug courts in the Magistrates Court for some time
and of course this is an international phenomenon as well. But this legislation will allow them for the
County Court, which of course is a court which hears much more serious offences. These drug courts
will be introduced in the County Court to allow a therapeutic-based program that tries to look at and
address the underlying reasons for the committing of various crimes. If it is because a person is affected
by drugs and alcohol, they try to look at that cause to see whether that substance abuse can be treated
as well as of course the penalties as a result of the law—to look at that underlying issue and then
provide treatment and therapy in order for that person to hopefully turn their life around.
We know there has been an amendment put forward by the opposition expressing concern about the
ability for serious crime offenders to be taken into a program and be issued with drug and alcohol
treatment orders that allow them to get proper treatment, but of course there are going to be certain
qualifications around the type of offences that can be committed in order for an individual to be eligible
for this program. For example, a person that has committed an offence of a sexual nature or an offence
that involves the infliction of actual bodily harm will be more restricted, as well as of course where
there is a sentence of four years imprisonment or less to be appropriate.
There are safeguards within this legislation. It is a pilot to look at ways to address a really serious
problem that ruins the life of the individual and ruins the lives of families and children. The way that
this problem of drug and alcohol abuse is being addressed at the moment, I think everybody agrees, is
not working; it is not helping. We need to look at other methods—to have a more creative approach,
a more compassionate approach and a more understanding approach to the way we address not only
the individual that is committing the crime but also in setting up processes and systems in order to
allow for rehabilitation in the proper sense of the word. It is not just putting it on the individual to turn
their life around, because often they require assistance, and this program looks at that. As I said, it is a
pilot. It will be a program that is well documented and evidenced in the way it is approached.
Of course these drug courts do work and have worked, and there is lots of evidence to show that they
really can be a way of helping the individual to get out of their addiction and also to turn their life into
a meaningful life if they can be given the opportunity. We talk about people not being forever
condemned for an action they have taken, particularly when we are talking about substance abuse. I
think every one of us would know somebody or have had some experiences with people in this
situation. That is not to say that they should not be responsible for their actions; we know that is most
important. Of course this does not take away in any way the punishment for a crime, but it is also, in
conjunction with that, allowing the individual to also have an opportunity to reform.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (16:28): I am delighted to make a contribution on the Justice
Legislation Amendment (Drug Court and Other Matters) Bill 2020. As those who have gone before
me have indicated, this bill will allow the establishment of a pilot Drug Court in the County Court in
Victoria. This builds upon the earlier work of the Bracks government, which saw the establishment of
a Drug Court in 2002. I want to take a moment just to talk about that decision. That decision was
undertaken by the Bracks government, and it was led by Rob Hulls. I have known Rob for probably
close to 25 years. He is Labor’s longest-serving Attorney-General. He made a profound commitment
to the progressive nature of our state today, and he continues to do so.
Rob lives in my electorate, and I caught up with him recently. Indeed his son was involved in
advocating for the construction of two flagpoles at the local primary school which he attends in order
to fly not just the Australian flag but also the Aboriginal flag and the Torres Strait Islander flag. If I
can just look at the way Rob has lived his life and the contribution he has made: he was a legal aid
solicitor in Mount Isa in the 1980s, he was the federal member for Kennedy—two mad Katters either
side of him in terms of his tenure—and then he came down here and was John Brumby’s chief of staff
in the period leading up to the 1996 election when he became the member for Niddrie.
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He was just an absolute dynamo, both in the chamber and in the way he discharged his duties as a
shadow minister but also as a minister of the Crown. He has continued after politics to live his values,
and he has made a fantastic contribution over at RMIT with the restorative justice project. He is a
person who I have enormous regard for and a person who continues to live his values, continues to
work and to make a contribution, because these are things he believes in, and I think that the bill before
the house today is just a natural extension of Rob’s work.
Many of us in the Labor Party joined the Labor Party because we actually seek to occupy the Treasury
benches. We seek to put our imprimatur on the statute books that are here at the table, because we
know the way to long-lasting change is not through violence and not through revolution but through
evolution—through the ability to try and use the power of the state to change the way in which we
conceive of what is or should be a progressive society: what is a decent, meaningful existence; what
is the fair thing to do; what is the right thing to do; and what is the best and the highest form of public
administration.
Frequently it is all too easy just to say, ‘Well, if you do the wrong thing, you’ll pay the price; we’ll
lock you up, and we’ll throw away the key’. I think what Rob brought with his work as AttorneyGeneral was recognition that there is a better way: what is the outcome? What is the outcome you are
aspiring to achieve? Where do you actually want to go with this, and what sort of dignified, meaningful
life do you want for people who do the wrong thing, who come into contact with the justice system
and who are fighting an addiction? Rob recognised that establishing a drug court and having those
alternative ways of diversion is the right thing to do and the fair thing to do. But it is also the smart
thing to do, because if you can try and find somebody who comes into contact with the Magistrates
Court to begin with and you can try to divert them into a treatment program—you look at getting them
away from the corrections system and they can avoid that revolving door of getting in, getting out and
going back in again—it leads to that person leading a richer, more fulfilled life. They have got the
opportunity of living a life of purpose, a dignified life, a life where they might find someone they love.
They might have a family. They might be able to have a job which they love, or a job that they can
tolerate at least, and they might be able to have time where they can pursue recreational and other
pursuits that make them fulfilled and make them happy. And that is a very good thing, as opposed to
going in for a cycle, getting out, not being able to deal with addiction, not being able to confront that
addiction, not seeking treatment, breaking the law and then going back into prison again—and the
cycle repeats over and over and over again. And if they do have children, what impact does that have
upon the lives of those children? And do they then become victims as well? And does the cycle then
just simply become an ongoing pattern and feature?
It is always curious for me when you hear the law and order rhetoric of conservative politicians both
here and overseas that it is done in such a low-road way of thinking. If you think about it from this
perspective, if someone leads a meaningful and fulfilled life—they have a job, they pay taxes, they are
the president of the local netball team or the local footy club, they are an upstanding member of society,
they pay their taxes, they make a great contribution and they lead a decent, meaningful and fulfilled
life— the benefit to the state of that person across their lifetime is immense if you think about it. Even
if you are on average weekly earnings, if you end up paying $20 000 or $30 000 a year in taxation and
you do that for 30 years, that is $900 000—round it up to $1 million. Your net contribution to the state
is $1 million. If you end up in the corrections system and you are in and out for the rest of those
30 years, what is the cost of a prison bed? Is it $100 000 a year? Is it $200 000 a year? Two-hundred
thousand dollars a year by 30 years is $6 million. From an economic perspective, leaving aside the
fact that you want people to lead a meaningful life, you want people to lead a dignified life and a happy
life and a life with meaning—look at it from the cost perspective; look at it from the economics—it
just makes no sense.
I will not bore the house with this, but I have spoken at length in the past of the experience in Texas
and the changes that the Texas state government introduced because they recognised the fact that
having people locked up for sustained periods of time made no sense at all. The crime rate was going
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up and it was costing the state a ridiculous amount of money. By having sensible reforms, the costs
have fallen down—they have dropped significantly—and the crime rate has also dropped.
Look, these sorts of initiatives are really important. We are evolving as a society and the world we live
in now is very different to the one that I grew up in, and that is a good thing. It is about this constant
progression—doing things better, doing things smarter. How can we improve? How can we try and
be better? What is the higher purpose? How can we improve the legislation and the statute books to
make sure that this is the best that it can be? How can we ensure that the public has got the experience
of having a legislative framework that gives them trust and confidence and meets their values and their
expectations? Frequently the public are ahead of the legislators on this stuff. My good friend the
Minister for Mental Health is at the table, and I think of the great work that he has done in terms of the
medically safe injecting room in North Richmond as a way in which that can look at trying to provide
a safer environment for people who have these challenges with addiction. I think that is something
really important, about making those sorts of changes to ensure that we provide a safer environment.
In the Labor Party we stand on the shoulders of giants. We are so fortunate that we are succeeding
such strong leaders that have gone before us and that these sorts of initiatives build on that great legacy.
I commend the bill to the house.
Mr TAK (Clarinda) (16:38): I am delighted to join the member for Essendon and other members
before me to speak on the Justice Legislation Amendment (Drug Court and Other Matters) Bill 2020.
This is an important bill that will make amendments to several different acts and a bill that has several
objectives, and we already heard other members before me talk about that and make their
contributions. Each of these objectives is important.
Firstly and most importantly, the bill will amend the County Court Act 1958 and the Sentencing
Act 1991 to establish a pilot Drug Court division in the County Court of Victoria. This is important
because it will allow the County Court to make a drug and alcohol treatment order for a person’s
sentence for a period of up to four years. This is an intense order involving treatment and supervision
which requires a person to address their drug addictions and the root cause of the offending. The drug
courts in Victoria and elsewhere are shown to reduce reoffending and encourage social integration by
treating the underlying cause of the offending behaviour.
I know that the Drug Court in Dandenong has operated out of the Dandenong Magistrates Court since
the early 2000s, during my time as a councillor and also living in that city, and in many ways it has
proven more effective than the conventional sanctions, such as imprisonment. They do a fantastic job
there in Dandenong with their post-sentencing program focusing on the rehabilitation and treatment
of offenders with drug and alcohol dependency issues. From my previous experience there at that
court, and my own in the community, I did hear about some of the functions of the Drug Court and
the success of its treatment orders. From what I understand, in Dandenong those orders have two
elements. The first being the custodial, which is a sentence of imprisonment not exceeding two years
to be served in the community to allow participants to receive drug and alcohol treatment, and the
second element is treatment and supervision which aims to address the participant’s drug and alcohol
dependency.
So the supervision of the participant is the responsibility of a Drug Court magistrate. Support from a
case manager, clinical adviser, alcohol and drug counsellor, police and Victoria Legal Aid is central
in assisting the participant to achieve treatment and recovery goals. Also I understand that an order
may have many requirements, which include things such as attending and participating in regular
appointments with the Drug Court; routinely submitting to supervised drug testing; engaging in drug
or alcohol, medical, psychiatric or psychological assessment and treatment; and attending educational
or vocational employment and other programs, which are very important. As the member for Essendon
said in his contribution, it can benefit the economy. So it is really an innovative and progressive
approach which is having positive results, an approach where reward and sanctions are used to

BILLS
Wednesday, 17 June 2020

Legislative Assembly

1831

encourage positive behaviour and address any non-compliance. So thank you to everyone that is
involved there at the Dandenong Magistrates Court and the Drug Court.
I also believe in 2017 a further Drug Court was established at the Melbourne Magistrates Court, which
is a real positive. The Drug Court is having a positive effect on the community in the City of Greater
Dandenong where I live and also served as a councillor and mayor of this wonderful multicultural city.
There was a lot of work being done in addressing alcohol and other drug harm, especially through the
council community safety plans. Drug use was and remains a priority in this area. I am not suggesting
there is high use in the community, but it is one of the council’s priorities.
Dependency drugs such as ice use in Victoria I know poses a great concern for many families in the
City of Greater Dandenong as well as in the general community, justice and health services. These are
also very difficult. For example, if family members experience this, especially in the CALD
community, it is even harder. As such, I am really glad to see this bill here today, one aspect of which
will establish a Drug Court division within the County Court. The County Court Drug Court will be
broadly similar to the Magistrates Court, which I have mentioned, with some differences in the
eligibility criteria to reflect the more serious offending cases heard in the County Court and the longer
sentences that can be imposed. The County Court Drug Court will be restricted to offenders who plead
guilty to an offence where the offence is not a defined sexual offence or an offence involving the
infliction of actual bodily harm and where a sentence of four years imprisonment or less would be
appropriate.
In addition to these criteria the offender would need to satisfy other guidelines that also apply in the
Magistrates Drug Court. For example, an offender must consent to participate in the Drug Court, must
live in a specified catchment area and must satisfy the court that they are dependent on a drug and/or
alcohol and that this dependency contributed to the offending. Once it commences, the County Court
Drug Court will be available to eligible offenders regardless of when the offending was committed,
which is very, very important. So the court will impose a drug and alcohol treatment order, and
similarly, those orders would comprise two parts: a treatment and supervision part and a custodial part
that can operate for up to four years. So again, I support these amendments, as drug courts in Victoria
and elsewhere have been shown to reduce reoffending and encourage social integration by treating the
underlying cause of the offending behaviour. This is a positive step for the community.
I will just, for the remaining time, run through a few of the amendments. Firstly, amendment will be
made to the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 to protect the confidentiality of
applicants under the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2017, and also amendment will be made to the
Limitation of Actions Act 1958 to allow people who entered into settlement agreements between
1 July 2015 and 1 July 2018, when the Ellis defence was effectively abolished, to apply to the court to
have the agreements set aside. Further, amendment will be made to the Charities Act 1978 to allow
the Attorney-General to delegate powers or functions under that act and the regulations. Finally,
amendment will also be made to the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 to allow for the
appointment of an additional, alternate chairperson to the Youth Parole Board and expand the
eligibility for chair and alternate chair positions. This is a very important amendment. So there are a
range of different acts to be amended here, and all of the amendments are important amendments. I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (16:47): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned until later this day.
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SAFE PATIENT CARE (NURSE TO PATIENT AND MIDWIFE TO PATIENT RATIOS)
AMENDMENT BILL 2020
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Mr FOLEY:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Government amendments circulated by Mr FOLEY under standing orders.
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (16:48): I rise today to speak on the Safe Patient Care (Nurse
to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2020. This is a bill that fundamentally does
three things. It amends the rounding methods used when determining staffing requirements for nurses
and midwives; it amends the Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005, requiring certain maternal and
child health services to employ nurses who have prescribed maternal and child health nurse
qualifications; and, very importantly to nurses and patients in my electorate, it reclassifies the
Warrnambool Base Hospital as a level 2 hospital—and, might I say, not before time. But I will have
more on that subject throughout my contribution.
First of all, I will ask for just a bit of latitude to explain why I am the lead speaker on the bill, given
my portfolio is actually freight, ports and country roads. That could be a question being asked at the
moment. The member for Lowan is usually the lead speaker on the health bills, and I just want to take
a moment, if I could be given that opportunity, to wish her well. She has recently given birth to a little
girl, Ella, and I just wanted to take a moment to congratulate Emma, her partner, Chris, and her young
son, Harvey, and wish her all the best during these early first few weeks when she will be enjoying
that time with her daughter.
I would also like to acknowledge that the member for Euroa is having her last week in the house and
in the next short few weeks will be giving birth to her first child. I would like to take this opportunity,
whilst we are talking about midwives and nurses, to wish Steph well. I am sure she will be the
beneficiary, as Emma has been, of the good care that will be given to her under the skills and expertise
of the midwives that she will be very appreciative of—let me say, I am sure of that.
So that takes me back to the bill. The bill does, as I said, amend the rounding methods and is improving
the nurse-patient ratios for nurses and midwives. Now, I just want to take you back a little bit, first of
all. We have just been through an extraordinary period of time facing a pandemic. So nurses under
normal circumstances are very, very hard workers, are real heavy lifters in our community. I just want
to talk about the fact that this bill does actually implement the ratios so that patient care can be
guaranteed. I think it is important that we acknowledge the hard work that nurses do under any
circumstance.
I was just reflecting when I was preparing for this bill that I worked as a nurse for some 30 years, and
early in—
A member interjected.
Ms BRITNELL: Yes, I know I am really old.
Mr Foley: You must have started when you were a child!
Ms BRITNELL: Well, we did. We started at 17. We did our six weeks preliminary training school
and learned how to wash a patient, and that is what I was reflecting on. I was reflecting on how busy
it is on the wards. So here we were facing a pandemic, where the nurses and the doctors and the
administration staff were doing the normal work of a daily shift and preparing the hospital. So on a
normal shift you get to work way before the time you have to start, because you have got the night
duty staff, if you are on a morning shift, who have worked all night and you are not going to turn up
late for work when someone needs to get home to often get their kids to school before they can even
get to bed.
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So you are sitting there at 7 o’clock on the knocker, ready to actually start, getting your patient handover.
You are out on the wards by 20 past. You are sitting up your patients, you are giving your insulin, you
are making sure your patients have got their pain management administered. You are checking your
drugs because even if the doctor has ordered it, if you administer the wrong drug that has an interaction
with another drug you are giving or even if it is ordered and the order is wrong, you are responsible.
You have got doctors rounds to work with. You have got patients who are receiving difficult
information. You have got to be aware of their emotional wellbeing. You have got to get them off to
X-ray. It is a really busy time. So nurses work very hard. Their patient workload is usually quite high,
and that is why it is important I think to have nurse-patient ratios. It does not come without challenges.
Now, with nurses you do not just finish at the end of a shift. It is quite difficult to not be affected by a
young woman getting diagnosed with cancer when her children are the same age as your children, and
you sit there and you are holding her hand and you are helping her through that difficult time, or an
old woman whose family are away and has got no support around her. There are all sorts of challenges
that people face when they are in hospital and under pressure. So the nurses are extraordinary people,
and I do want to make it known. Thank you to the nurses and staff of hospitals who work under those
extreme pressures and do an extraordinary job. I will focus a bit more on that when we get to the
Warrnambool Base Hospital part.
Now I want to take you back in history. So just before the 2014 election the Labor Party promised
nurses that they would get the nurse-patient ratio legislated. The Labor Party won the election in 2014,
but it was not until 2018, so nearly four years later, that they actually came good with their promise to
implement the nurse-patient ratio changes that they had promised. So here I have the bill that was
originally proposed, which was a 35-page bill, which is a pretty flimsy sort of effort—not as flimsy as
the one that I have got in front of me here, of 13 pages, which is what we are actually passing today.
But this 35-page bill was actually flawed. So despite the Labor government, who says they are the
friend of the worker, saying they would legislate for the changes, they did not do it for four years. They
sat the least amount of time that any government has sat for the previous century and yet they stood
beside nurses saying, ‘We care’.
The evidence of how much they care was in this bill—a flawed bill, which did not understand the
difference between a midwife and a nurse. We, as the Liberal-Nationals, opposed it because it did not
do what it was intended to do, and the last thing we need are bills with unintended consequences,
which is what we see from this government time and time again. Because what they do is a lot of spin
and not enough work to make sure the spin has more than just words behind it and actually has the
facts that will implement the changes that are needed. This bill, with the poor understanding of the
difference between nurses and midwives, went right to the death knell. They did not introduce it in the
upper house till the last day of sitting before the 2018 election, and it failed because it was flawed.
There is a big difference between a nurse and a midwife, and midwives should never be made to feel
less valued than nurses. We work as a team when we are in the wards, we work well together, and
putting this sort of legislation, which would put a divide between nurses and midwives, was simply
ridiculous—or insulting, sorry, a much better word for the situation.
The other thing was that the Warrnambool Base Hospital nurses—also Victorian nurses—were
promised that they would be part of the nurse-patient ratios. But guess what? Not only was it flawed
because it did not understand the difference between nurses and midwives, it also left off Warrnambool
Base Hospital.
So let us go up now to the 2018 election. Despite the fact the Warrnambool Base Hospital nurses were
promised that the patient ratios would apply to them, they were completely ignored. The Labor
candidate, Kylie Gaston, sidled up to the Warrnambool Base Hospital nurses and said, ‘If you elect
Labor, I will make sure we reclassify the hospital to a level 2 and then we can implement the nursepatient ratios’. That is the article that appeared in the paper with that promise that day. Here is
Warrnambool Base Hospital working in enormously challenging circumstances, desperately in need
of an upgrade to accident, emergency and theatres at the very least, and we, as the Liberal-Nationals,
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had promised—Denis Napthine, the Premier at the time, promised—that we would do that in 2014.
We re-promised for the 2015 by-election when I was elected, and we recommitted again during 2018
when I was re-elected into this place. Unfortunately we did not win the election, so we have not been
able to fund that.
But the Labor government, who won the election, have completely ignored the very hardworking staff
at the Warrnambool Base Hospital. Not only did they not involve them in the first bill but they then
reintroduced the bill when they got in in December 2018. When they got in, that was one of their first
bills, and—lo and behold, guess what—they forgot Warrnambool Base Hospital again. So the Labor
candidate had, pre-election, made the promise that they would be changed to a level 2 and would be
brought in under the changes of the nurse-patient ratios, and they were not. Labor completely ignored
the nurses of Warrnambool Base Hospital once again. So here are these nurses, working in
extraordinarily hard circumstances in accident and emergency and theatre and right across the
hospital—because when those nerve centres are under pressure the whole hospital is under pressure.
So you have got staff stressed. I described a typical ward day, and I had not even got to morning tea
with my description of the pressures of trying to work on a busy ward, let alone in accident and
emergency when you have got, say, a cardiac patient turning up with chest pain who is at risk of having
a cardiac arrest, a motorcyclist after an accident who is needing his leathers cut off and a child who is
having perhaps—I am just trying to think of something off the top my head—a high temperature
convulsion and you have got your stressed parents. Just that alone, in Warrnambool—which is kind
of normal stuff—would put that environment under enormous pressure. So these staff work under that
every day.
In 2018 the election promise was ignored. The government, I think, shunned the Warrnambool Base
Hospital. There was no funding for the upgrade, and no legislation for the nurses to be included in the
legislation. So what happens then? We get to 2020, and here we have a 13-page bill. That is how hard
their job was. The government did not sit very much—less than anyone else. They cannot use the
excuse that they were busy. The department helps them with their legislative writing. It is only
13 pages, and the other one was only 35 pages. Go and have a look at some of the other bills; they are
usually much more dense than that. And so here we are today with a bill that actually finally includes
Warrnambool Base Hospital nurses. But guess what? The bill is flawed—you heard it. At the start,
what did we have to do—put a house amendment in, because there is already a mistake in a 13-page
document. Does this tell you that they care? Does this tell you that what they have actually really been
focused on is themselves—getting re-elected, getting into power and staying in power? What is their
job if they cannot get the legislation right? They have had, what, three goes at it now, I think we are
talking here.
Let us move on to what this bill will do. This bill will include the Warrnambool Base Hospital in the
nurse-patient ratios. However, to do that you need money, because you cannot just go and employ
20 more nurses without extra money unless you compromise services—you reduce services
somewhere else. And that is what I am worried about, because this bill has lots more spin. The
government says, ‘We’re introducing it’, and Warrnambool gets very excited, but the implementation
of this is not for another two years. We are talking nine years waiting. That is not very respectful, is
it—not very respectful at all. So nine years waiting and still no mention of funding for the hospital
build. But do not get confused between the two things. I am actually talking right now about no funding
accompanying this. Now, in 2022 there will not be the spin that we have just seen about, ‘We’re finally
giving the nurses at Warrnambool what they’ve been asking for for seven years’. There is going to be
another two years before they get it. There will not be any spin and hullabaloo then, but I will be
watching very, very carefully, because if the money does not accompany that, if we have to
compromise services somewhere else because they have to employ the 20-odd extra nurses but there
is no extra money, then I will call that out.
Now, you might say I am being cynical. Well, you know what? This has happened before. Remember
when we got a new public holiday? Well, ask the CEO of Port Fairy hospital, Jackie Kelly, ask
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Christine Giles from the Portland hospital or ask Craig Fraser from Warrnambool Base Hospital: did
they get extra money when they are paying triple pay on a public holiday to cover the extra costs of
the nurses?
Mr Rowswell: I know the answer to this.
Ms BRITNELL: You know the answer? Why do you know the answer—because there is a real
pattern, isn’t there? There is a real pattern. No, what they have to do is use their global budget and
compromise something else, so we lose services.
The government puts the spin out that they are actually helping and there will be 20 more nurses. Well,
I will tell you what else they will do. You try and have a look at the budget and figure out in 2022 if
you can see where that money is or is not, because they will change everything, they will have different
line items. This is what they do in their portfolios so it is almost impossible to see whether there is new
money. We know this government is a government of corruption and of deceit. We know this is a
government rotten to the core, so why would we expect anything other than this?
So, Warrnambool Base Hospital nurses, it is my promise to you as a fellow nurse who knows how
hard you work, who respects what you do and who has been a patient and appreciative of your work,
that I will watch very, very closely and in 2022, nine years of waiting for this bill that you were
promised, I will stand beside you and make sure you get that money. Now, the cynic in me suggests
that the extended time line is a well-advanced media strategy for a photo opportunity for the next
Labor candidate. That is what I am really worried about, because we have seen so much of it. We have
seen these photos in the paper of the Labor candidate or the Labor minister saying they care. I hope
you are listening, because what I have identified to you is a time line of the promises that were not
delivered and how in nine years you have been told you will get it, you have had a carrot dangled in
front of you, and no, you have not got it.
But do you know what? The government could do something right now to help. We have just had
them loan $24.5 billion to get us back on track after this pandemic. Well, Warrnambool Base Hospital
is shovel ready. It has been shovel ready for a very long time. The feasibility studies, the master plans
and stage 1 of the hospital are complete, well and truly, so what we should have seen at the last budget
and the budget before—the last five budgets in fact—was the money delivered. But what we did see
was more hullabaloo—$7.5 million given to a consultative committee so we can do more feasibility
and more master plans. Well, excuse me—
Mr Rowswell: What a waste.
Ms BRITNELL: What a waste—that’s exactly right.
We need to get on. We know we need accident, emergency and theatre at the very least. Of course we
have got to do planning, but we have done all that planning. It was a smoke-and-mirrors ploy. That is
what it was.
I will move onto another aspect of the bill, and that is the maternal and child health nurse element. I
was part of the perinatal inquiry. In that perinatal inquiry we had many people from right across the
state talk about the challenges in perinatal care. It also extended through to supporting young families
and how we can prepare—this is prior to the pandemic—Victorian families and make sure families
get the support they need. We do not have the extended family we used to have around us, and it is a
really challenging time for a young family to make some changes.
I heard a lot about the valuable work of maternal and child health nurses. It is great that we have got
legislation to say we have got appropriately trained nurses in this role. Now, to become a maternal and
child health nurse you do your general, then you do your mid and then you do maternal and child
health nursing. That is a triple-certificate qualification—quite an expensive investment. In the country
and the regions, for example, if you are a maternal and child health nurse, you often stay in that job,
traditionally we have seen, for often 20-odd years. If you are a young 25-year-old and have just
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finished your general and your mid, why would you go off to uni and do maternal and child health
nursing, if you have married a man in Hamilton, for example, and you have got your nursing career
there and he has got his farm there? Often you are not going to get a job—if the maternal and child
health nurse is 35—for 15 years, by which time your certificate will not be really valid. You will not
have been able to keep it up.
What disappoints me is that this is another example of Labor going, ‘Aren’t we great? Look what
we’ve done; we’ve legislated to get the triple certificate so we can guarantee we’ve got the
qualification’, but there is no associated workforce planning. There is no addressing of the challenge
we have got to make sure we plan to manage the succession of the nurses through those roles,
particularly in the regions. And it is not just the maternal and child health nurses. We have heard it
through all the professions. It is an issue in the regions. We need to grow our own and we need to
support people in the regions. I have not seen the Labor Party really invest in universities like Deakin
where they can give scholarships to young doctors and young midwives to actually encourage them
to stay in the regions. There were recommendations from the perinatal care inquiry that would help
with workforce planning, and of course there is none of that associated with this—nothing at all. It is
all smoke and mirrors.
I will talk about Deakin for a minute. Deakin in Warrnambool does a fantastic job. What they do a
very, very good job of is producing some very highly skilled nurses. That is really good for
Warrnambool Base Hospital, because it does mean we do have a good, steady supply of staff. It is not
so easy for other regional places like Horsham, like up in the Mallee and across in Gippsland, I
imagine.
I will come back to the bill and talk about the changes that the government are proposing in this nurseto-patient ratio amendment bill. I beg the government to recognise that when they make changes they
should give the accompanying funds to the hospitals to make sure they can actually employ more
nurses and not have to do that by compromising more, say, colonoscopy lists or other services that
may be compromised, which we do not want to see. It is a bit of a shout-out here to the good work that
Deakin, particularly in Warrnambool, do and the nurses that are produced locally. Good nurses always
come from homegrown areas. I was Warrnambool Base Hospital-trained—a good old-fashioned
nurse: ‘Make sure your towel’s properly folded’. I just want to also point out that—
Mr Rowswell: Hospital corners.
Ms BRITNELL: Hospital corners. You cannot move your feet. No, you can move your feet—toepleats. I do want to also mention that it is very disheartening to have to be standing here and pointing
out—and I should also state that we do not oppose this bill, that the Liberal-Nationals have a position
of ‘not oppose’ on this bill—that it is still disappointing that it has taken nine years. People say, ‘The
government’s busy; we’ve had a pandemic’. Well, no, I have got a fair few friends who now, in our
old age, have moved out of the wards—a lot of us—and have moved to the Department of Health and
Human Services, and they are frustrated. They are frustrated with being used by this government to
play the spin out.
You know we have sat 16 days or 17 days—it will be 18 days tomorrow when we finish—and we will
not be back again until August. Really? I mean, I was elected to represent my people in South-West
Coast. I am their voice. They tell me what they want, and I say that on their behalf so that we can
actually make Victoria a better place. Well, how can I help the Victorians in South-West Coast if I am
here 16 days so far and 18 by the time August comes around?
I am sorry, but we have been locked at home for some time. There must be some jobs you need to do;
there must be some legislation. And it is our job to scrutinise and to make sure, and sometimes we do
oppose things and it is not always what it seems—it is because there are unintended consequences,
just like we saw in the original bill, the 35-page bill that I held up before, where the difference between
a nurse and a midwife was not understood. I mean, seriously, what if we had not opposed that at the
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time and stood up for the nurses? You know what, the union actually twisted it around and made out
as though we were bad. Well, no—as a nurse I would have been quite horrified that they would have
put such a divide between the nurses and midwives, so good on us for doing that. And to stand here
with a 13-page bill today and for them to have to have moved a house amendment because it is flawed
is nothing short of disgraceful.
I cannot stress this enough: will there be the money that accompanies this bill? And not only ‘will
there be the money’ but we have got a budget that has been postponed until October and the
Warrnambool Base Hospital needs the money to make the accident and emergency investment and
the theatre investment. Now remember—I have said this time and time again in this place—the
theatres are very much the same as what they were when I trained at the Warrnambool Base Hospital
in 1985. I probably did theatre in 1987. That is a long, long, long time ago. I think the population of
Warrnambool was about 20 000; it is nearly double that now, and we have still got the same amount
of theatres. Well, I can tell you now, we were doing hips but we were not doing knees. We do knees
now. We do much more surgery than we did then. So how are we coping? I will tell you how we are
coping. I met with one of the anaesthetists just recently, and do you know what we do? We ring the
people who are not actually rostered on. We ring the people who just might be at home—jumped into
the garden or whatever—and they come in, because we use the goodwill of our health professionals
just like we do with our police.
I recently went into the police station at 2 in the morning to learn what a bail justice does and to actually
get a real feel for it. There were police who were there with me at 2 in the morning who should have
gone off their shift at 11.00 pm, and I thought, ‘Yes, that is typical’. I worked in the wards for years. I
never put in a claim for overtime—it just was not the culture. There would be a cardiac arrest as you
were walking out the door and of course you would turn around and run back in and help; you did not
just walk past and go home. And that is what the Warrnambool Base Hospital are doing. They have
got theatre working more and more hours, and when they have only got one anaesthetist on call after
5 o’clock he is doing things like plastics after hours to get through the list because we do not want
people waiting on waiting lists and in pain. We do not want that. The government might not give a
rats about it, but let me tell you, the staff in the hospital really do care.
So what happens then when you have got a lady about to give birth who needs an emergency caesar
and you have got your anaesthetist tied up? ‘Oh, someone will volunteer’—that is what we do. That
is exactly what we do. I mean, if you get a call at 2 in the morning—and you are not on call—saying,
‘We’ve got an appendix; can you come in?’, of course you do. That is just how it works. So we are
taking advantage of that goodwill. The government could actually do so much more, but the nurses—
just like the police—are used to it. I had not thought about it until just then, but I never ever put in—
and I do not think I ever would—a claim for overtime. You just did what needed to be done. People
needed you; you did what needed to be done.
So please, government, use that $24.5 billion for our shovel-ready project and build Warrnambool
Base Hospital. Give the nurses and the doctors in accident and emergency and theatre the break they
need. I do not want to be sensational, but I do know the stress levels are extreme and that is because
of the infrastructure they are working in which is so tight and so outdated. I talk to the nurses a lot
obviously. I still socialise with my nursing mates. I think there were 21 of us who started, and not too
many are actually still on the wards because it is a fairly heavy job. Of those that are, gosh, Katie in
theatre does a 10-hour shift on her feet with 10 minutes for morning tea. Your coffee does not even
get cold in time to drink it when you are working those sorts of hours.
What I know she would appreciate, I know the surgeons would appreciate and I know the community
would appreciate is an investment in the needed—very necessary, it is not a want, it is not a desire
because we just want more services that are a luxury to have—basic facilities that need improving.
Let us give the Warrnambool Base Hospital the break it needs. They have waited long enough. Stage 1
was completed six years ago. Stage 2 is absolutely beyond need, and it is something I sincerely hope
that this government will announce during the October budget.
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But in saying that we do not have to wait until October to come back and talk about this a bit more.
We can be back during July. I do not think we need a holiday; I think we should be working. That is
what we are elected to do. We have been locked at home and we cannot visit our communities. I do
not understand the justification for the government to actually take the winter break. I mean, as I said,
if there are still flaws in bills, if there are still unintended consequences, if there is still work to do and
if it takes them nine years to deliver on a promise and they are sitting less days than in the last
Parliament than we had have ever seen in the last century and they are sitting less days than that again
this year because of the pandemic—or is that an excuse? From what I can see the federal Parliament
still sat, the Tasmanians still sat and the South Australians still sat. So why didn’t we sit? Maybe it
was more about gagging, maybe it was more about—
Mr Rowswell: They don’t want to be scrutinised.
Ms BRITNELL: Not wanting scrutiny—that is the one. And we probably saw lots of evidence
during the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee inquiry because they did not want to have it. They
put it off, they put it off and they put it off. You really do not have to peel back too much of the onion
to see the real intent of this government. But I do not think we need to peel back too much at all because
what we all just need to do is watch what happened on 60 Minutes and start asking a few questions. We
are all busy, so we do not ask those questions and we trust our government. But this current government
has evidence that it is rotten to the core, as if that was not evident with our Premier when he sacked a
minister just the other day. But that was the second time he had been sacked.
I have employed for years. I employed for 20 years, and I never re-employed someone I had sacked—
never. So when he says he did not know, I am finding it really hard to believe. And when we try and
put scrutiny forward with the motions that we moved in this Parliament today and yesterday that were
blocked, what I see is a rotten government who are rotten to the core with corruption—corruption like
I would never have believed I would see in the state of Victoria. I really would have thought that was
something we would see on the movies from years ago from parts of the world where corruption is
accepted and expected but not here in a democratic country like Australia with a state like Victoria. It
is despicable.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (17:18): I am very pleased on behalf of our Labor government to lead
off our advocacy and our list of speakers—very many speakers on this side of this house, very many
members of the government—who want to advocate and outline their support for the Safe Patient Care
(Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2020.
This is a bill that delivers on our commitments affirmed at the election to support our nurses not only
to ensure that our health services deliver the professional care in the numbers of staff that are required
to give confidence to families, to treat and care for our patients and to support other health practitioners
but also to ensure that if you want the best workforce, you have got to look out for them, you have got
to look after them and you have got to support them. You need to make sure, as every Victorian would
know, that when the chips are down and when you are struggling with your health you can never have
more than enough nurses available to support and help you through times of difficulty and challenge
with your health.
Can I say in particular, in picking up from the member for South-West Coast, I should also put on the
record it was a pleasure to catch up with her sister at the opening of this particular Parliament a bit
over a year ago, because of course her sister is a nurse, along with my aunt. There are lots of nurses
out there. She did a lot of babysitting and looking after me a very long time ago in Geelong, so it was
great to make that connection back in late 2018.
A lot of time goes by, but of course my aunt continues her nursing responsibilities in hospitals here in
metropolitan Melbourne. Like so many of us we have commitments to people who we know. One of
my electorate officers is a former St Vincent’s nurse. My mother of course started out her nursing at
St Vincent’s Hospital before I came along, and you were not allowed to keep doing work like that
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when you were having a baby. So times have changed, but as the member for South-West Coast
pointed out, there are also those commitments that people have made to continue to catch up with each
other—I suppose you could use the term that was a bit more common at that time—as a sisterhood
compared to the broader vocation that it has become in later generations. But for people to still want
to catch up and share their experiences and their time as nurses I think just goes back to the lifelong
commitment to that vocation that people have made.
I also want to pick up on the fact that we have outlined in this bill the intention to complete the removal
of the rounding methodology around access to remaining shifts and settings to create consistency in
staffing workload determination, and it is important that we are doing that. It is also important of course
that we were able to pick up directly after the election. We promised to enshrine those ratios in law in
2014. We were able to do that in 2015—a fantastic effort—and with the support of the Victorian
community return to government and prioritise the enshrining of ratios in law here in 2015. But the
promise of course, in two phases that we have talked about here, was delayed by those opposite and
we were unable to pass some of that before the last election. But of course what is interesting are the
overwhelming numbers that affirmed at the election that election commitment. People made sure—
and our government, led by the Premier, made sure—that we reintroduced and passed that first bill of
the second term of the Andrews Labor government. It was to again pick up on the work around our
ratios—work that had been affirmed in overwhelming numbers at the recent election.
The Warrnambool hospital matters that the local member has raised, of course those reclassifications
were always planned as part of phase 2, and we are making good on those commitments in this
legislation. That is also backed of course in the recent budget. Our last budget provided some
$64 million for phase 2, a very significant commitment to back in and resource this critical work.
I want to take the opportunity as well to give a shout-out to many of the nurses in my community. I
represent an electorate that includes the Austin and Mercy hospitals in Heidelberg as well as Warringal
Private Hospital, the repat campus of the Austin and of course the fantastic work that many of our
aged-care facilities do—the Assisi Centre in Rosanna is a very well-known landmark in my
community. Again, working with the Minister for Child Protection and Minister for Disability, Ageing
and Carers, we do a lot of work in ageing, and I have had the opportunity with the minister to have
engagement and work with our workforce in aged-care settings.
I give a shout-out to people who have shown great leadership, like Paul Healy, and certainly to his
predecessor, Lloyd Williams—people who have worked very hard. I have had the opportunity to work
with, advocate for and support mental health nurses, the mental health workforce and those
practitioners over very many years. I have also had opportunities to work for previous health ministers,
including the former member for Melbourne, Minister Pike. I have had the opportunity to work on
nurse practitioner legislation to provide for greater efforts at recruitment in a previous time under
Premier Bracks and Premier Brumby to recruit more nurses in Victoria to provide greater pathways
for training and acknowledgement of their qualifications. The work that has been done to boost and
bolster those qualifications has been very significant.
I do note also that in my electorate there are so many people who make a contribution in our health
services, whether that is at the Austin, at the Mercy at Heidelberg, at Warringal or in our aged-care
settings. It is the most dominant workforce area and service provision in my electorate. We are very
fortunate to be able to provide those services, and it is where people have made their homes. So this
bill in particular in relation to nurses and to healthcare practitioners is very significant in my
community because it is one of the biggest providers of healthcare services and one of the biggest
employers of healthcare practitioners, and it is a really significant piece of legislation.
We have seen from those opposite that when they have had the opportunity to support our nurses they
have filibustered, they have blocked, they have obfuscated and they have delayed legislation in the
upper house that related to safe patient care and nurse-to-patient and midwife-to-patient ratios. We
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went to another election and we were able to affirm those commitments. We were able to deliver them
in the very first piece of legislation that we passed in this second term of our government.
Again with those opposite we have seen people like Marshall Baillieu. The very best that he could do
was to give the finger to our nurses. I hope those opposite today take the opportunity to give their vote
in support of nurses rather than what we have seen from past Liberal members of federal Parliament
and cousins of a former Premier who gave the bird and the finger to those who care for others in our
community, people who in the COVID-19 pandemic put themselves on the front line of being able to
support those in difficult circumstances when not all of the details have always been known. But they
are there on the front line prepared, as we have seen, to be at work for us and to ask us to stay home
for them. There are so many people in our communities that we know, our mums and dads and
people—we see them at school pick-up—shuffling through in between their shifts. We see them out
there in the community. We see them in our community health settings providing valuable support to
our most vulnerable in the community.
And then there are the maternal and child health nurses. As a former councillor, the work I know, as
you would know, Acting Speaker Dimopoulos, of the maternal and child health services is absolutely
critical, particularly for first-time parents. Almost one of the first interactions you have when you are
back at home is the interactions with the maternal and child health nurses. They get you engaged with
other like-minded people in the community who are enjoying the start of that journey into parenthood,
but they also give you the support and the structures. Particularly for those who rely on it and count
on it and need it, they are really setting families up for the best practices and the best engagement by
arming them with the tools they need to be great parents. It is a critical role, and to acknowledge and
draw in some supports here and some legislative practice that is going to bolster and back-in our
maternal and child health nurses is absolutely critical. It is that whole pathway right through to the
aged-care nursing workforce that is so critical right at the other end of the spectrum in engagement in
our lives.
This bill really does go to the values of our government and our desire to support those who support
so many Victorians in the workplace. They have often been the unsung heroes. Enshrining in
legislation and continuing to support them with nurse-to-patient ratios has overwhelming community
support. We have seen that time and again, and I commend the bill to the house and the work of the
Minister for Health in the other place.
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (17:28): I am delighted to rise and make a contribution on the
Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2020. Before I
do, although I am not a regular in congratulating and thanking members of the government—it has
not been a long-held habit of mine—I do want to say that the member for Ivanhoe, who was just on
his feet, assisted me with an urgent health issue last week with a constituent. It was a very ticklish
issue where we needed a lot of support. Can I say that the member for Ivanhoe worked very hard to
ensure that this issue was resolved. I am very grateful to the member for Ivanhoe, and so is the family
he supported so well. Thank you very much. I do appreciate that.
A member interjected.
Mr McCURDY: Certainly he is in line to be a minister after that for sure.
Ms Ryan: Is tickling a health issue?
Mr McCURDY: It was not actually tickling, member for Euroa; it was a ticklish issue that needed
a lot of support.
As I say, I am delighted to make a contribution on this really important bill about nurses, because we
know how valuable nurses are in our communities. Hospitals are the cornerstone of our community,
whether it is in metropolitan Melbourne or whether it is regional Victoria. Certainly as a regional MP
the local health service obviously offers many wide and varied things for people in different areas, The
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two main roles that they play are providing health, which is the obvious one, but secondly they are
quite often the largest employer in town as well, and that is what makes them an integral part of the
community. Your local health service creates a lot of jobs. Certainly it has got the health aspect, which
we are keen for, but those jobs are very important in our small country towns as well.
I remember, before I lost Numurkah in a redistribution, we got a new hospital for Numurkah after the
old one was wiped out in a flood. A member in the upper house, Wendy Lovell, and I worked hard
and the minster at the time, David Davis, supported us to get a new hospital for Numurkah. It is really
important for those smaller towns. Often bureaucrats say, ‘It’s very easy to just go to Shepparton. It’s
just down the road, only 20 minutes down the road’, but people do not understand the hospitals in our
small communities like Cobram, Yarrawonga, Myrtleford, Bright and how important they are in those
smaller communities for obviously the health reasons and the employment factor.
A member interjected.
Mr McCURDY: Towns like Wangaratta. Well, it is the largest employer in town, Northeast
Health. Until recently Northeast Health was superbly run by the much-loved Margaret Bennett She
has moved on to other health roles, but she provided magnificent service to the Wangaratta community
in her role as CEO, juggling nurses, doctors, specialists, patients and obviously everybody else who is
involved with a hospital and understanding and respecting the cashflow implications from both state
and federal governments. It is not an easy job, and I certainly want to put on record the work that
Margaret Bennett did at Northeast Health. She was absolutely outstanding.
Speaking about outstanding, nurses, they are the glue. They keep our patients, our doctors and the
specialists all working together, and they are outstanding. We have seen during the COVID-19
pandemic that nurses have demonstrated a selfless and tireless effort to keep our community safe, even
at times risking their own health.
The primary purpose of the bill is to amend the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to
Patient Ratios) Act 2015 to modify existing nurse-to-patient ratios. I will not go through the detail the
member for South-West Coast did in terms of I suppose the comedy of errors that has got us to where
we are now. The fact that we are here now is certainly an opportunity to get this bill through and get
better ratios in our hospitals. It is our vital in all of our health services but especially where we see in
regional communities that we require those better ratios, which will provide better outcomes for our
patients and also a greater chance for nurses to provide the better care that they love to do, because we
know they are special people.
This is the second phase of the reforms in the sector that Labor has rolled out. Let us be honest, they
are looking for a bit of good news at the moment, so no doubt they will be hanging onto this one for
this week, and it will be a shining light for this week because there are a few other issues going on in
government at the moment.
The bill focuses on rounding up ratios on night shifts and in aged care and makes it a requirement for
an additional nurse or midwife in charge to be included on the night shifts of general and specialist
wards, including general medical, surgical wards, geriatric, special care, birthing suites and postnatal
wards. I know these figures are important. It is important that we support our nurses who work so hard
for our families. For example, Cobram District Health is part of NCN Health, Numurkah Cobram
Nathalia, which is run by Jacque Phillips, another great operator, another exceptional operator who
can assist us to make sure these nurse ratios keep pace with the changes for patient presentations.
An example of where we can keep these ratios in order is in some of our small hospitals. Cobram is
an example. We do not have a birthing suite anymore. But when we did, young mums would be in
there for three or four or five nights, and obviously they need more attention on their first night and
their second night and less attention on their third and fourth nights that they are in there. Or if you are
recovering from an operation, your first night or second night might be difficult and then it sort of
tapers off. Now the ratios have gone up and the number of patients nurses look after, as the member
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for South-West Coast was talking about, you will find that they are all higher maintenance patients
because they are in and out much quicker now. If you are there for childbirth, you might only be in for
one night or two nights, so it is much higher maintenance. A nurse might have X amount of patients
on the ward, but they all have higher demands than they would if they were staying in for longer. That
is why these ratios have certainly changed in more ways than one.
Yarrawonga Health is another fantastic health service. Elaine Mallows is a good operator there.
Yarrawonga is one of the fastest growing towns in regional Victoria. Again, it is about trying to keep
up with the expectations of people who move to Yarrawonga—there are a lot of retirees coming in—
but also balancing the nurse-to-patient ratios, the keeping of staff, and getting specialists to come
through. In places like Yarrawonga and, as I mentioned earlier, Myrtleford and Bright, it is not always
easy to attract the staff and the specialists. But the nurses at Alpine Health are equivalent to some of
the best in the state, and they work very hard for our families.
We have seen the schedule of reforms and what has already happened in March 2019 and March 2020.
The next phase in 2021 is rounding what is applicable in remaining hospitals, including rehab and
maternity at night and improved ratios in emergency departments.
The rollout of the nurse-to-patient ratios is terrific. I think it is a great thing, and I support this area.
But the most significant issue we have to be careful about is that the government loves to stand when
the cameras are rolling and say, ‘We’re going to do this and we’re going to do that’ and everybody
gets excited about what will happen. But at the end of the day this has got to be combined with the
finances that go with it. You cannot just push it back to the hospital and say, ‘Well, now the ratios
have gone up you’ve got to find that in your budget to deal with it’. It has got to come with funding,
because without that funding it just puts pressure on the hospital, on the CEO and the finance of that
hospital, and something else is going to give. It is one thing while the cameras are rolling to say, ‘We’re
going to make these ratios better. We’re going to improve ratios’. But you cannot give the money with
one hand and take it away again with the other hand when the cameras get turned off. It is really
important that the hospitals and the health services are financed to do this. Just changing the ratios on
its own will not solve the problem for the outcomes of the hospital. Yes, there will be better services
for the patients or patient ratios, but at the end of the day something else will give. I think it is really
important that the government in this instance rolls it out with finances to match.
As you have heard, we will not be opposing these changes. It is important. The whole health system—
we have seen during the pandemic how important it is. I do not think anybody ever, ever
underestimates health in our community, but sometimes it takes a pandemic or it takes a family
member to be in hospital, whether it is your child or your mother or your father, to realise how great
our hospitals are and how terrific our nurses are.
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (17:38): It is great to rise and speak on the Safe Patient Care
(Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2020. If you were listening to the
member for Ovens Valley and you were not sure of his electorate or his political party, you might have
just thought for a moment that he might have joined the great Australian Labor Party. I just thought
for a moment, with some of the values about health and some of the things about how great our
hospitals are and how great our nurses are, they have had a change of heart. They have had a change
of heart about cutting funding, about walking away from nurse-to-patient ratios. They are now not
opposing it. They are not saying they are supporting it; there is a bit of technical language there of
course just to give yourself a little bit of shelter. But they are not opposing the bill, which is great, and
we welcome the ‘not oppose’ position. It is a shame, as the member for Ivanhoe detailed before, that
that was not always the case. There was a little bit of naughtiness back in 2013–14 with Marshall
Baillieu and the reflections on nurses, but I am glad now that the opposition has seen how important
our health system is.
Those opposite made a really interesting point about nurse-to-patient ratios and the notion of the
absence of funding. Let me reassure the member for Ovens Valley that since Labor came to
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government in 2014 there has been a substantial increase in funding—some 40 per cent more funding
than in the 2013–14 budget. Of course when we talk about budget we talk about values. Where you
put your money, where you put your effort and where you showcase your values live large; you cannot
deny that. You can say platitudes, you can say you are funding health and you are supporting this and
supporting that, but when you roll up to the state budget around May, that is when people really decide
your values, and unfortunately, as the budget papers show, historically that was not the case.
This bill is landmark policy. This bill is about supporting the incredible nurses and midwives who we
will all, throughout periods of time in our life, interact with—people who do an incredibly selfless job,
under extreme stress and difficult conditions with a nurturing and guiding hand, affection and care. It
is the most professional care and service and support that we see. Our nurses and midwives in Victoria
are absolutely outstanding. They are world best and we owe a great debt of gratitude to the work that
they do.
We have been reminded of that substantially during the COVID-19 period as well. We have seen
internationally images that really are just so heartwarming but such was the severity of COVID-19
and the challenges that we faced nurses were doing absolutely huge hours during that time. I think of
the diversity of different roles and the professionalism and specialisations of our nurses. I think of
those that are on the emergency department floor. Each and every day they do not know which patients
are coming through.
Something that is quite close to my heart with the midwives is the support that they provide to families
who are starting out with a bub. I remember the great support and care and assurance that was provided
by midwives to Lozzie and I during that journey. It is something for each and every one of us. A parent
might be sick. I remember my mum being quite sick for a period of time and the affection and care
that was provided during that time. We have all got a personal story of interaction with one of the
greatest examples of human values really in nursing and midwifery.
That is something that should be supported and something that should be honoured in our state. They
are exactly the values that we live by. That is why the Premier substantially supported our nurses with
the introduction of ratios, something that had been talked about for a long time but thought of as too
hard to do. It was pushed out. We made that a reality. Not only was it a policy we enshrined into
legislation but we are back again with two phases in this really important bill. I am just amazed at the
support that will be provided to communities across Victoria with more nurses, hundreds more nurses,
coming into the system. It is really critical with a growing population and all the pressures and impacts
that bears. We need to be investing in our health services because there is nothing more critical, nothing
more important, than people’s health. We see that.
Some of the investments are amazing. In the growth suburbs I think of the Casey Hospital. I grew up
as a kid in Berwick and saw those paddocks turn into the estates and the communities of tomorrow. I
remember when Casey Hospital first came onto the radar, when I did some work for the then member
for Gembrook, Tammy Lobato, back in the day. They were new and emerging communities. To see
the transformation in the south-east and how substantial Casey Hospital is now, that has been through
iteration after iteration of support from Labor governments in both the Bracks and Brumby days. I
remember a visit that the then health minister, the now Premier, made during that time to see that
evolution and that story.
But one of the most amazing commitments—I know that the member for Footscray has worked really
hard on this—is the Footscray Hospital and the $1.5 billion development of this hospital. This is the
single largest hospital investment in the state’s history. I know that member has worked tirelessly for
that outcome. If you get that in 10 years as a representative, it is amazing. To get that and be advocating
for everything else is incredible. That investment will transform the west, it really will. It is a regional
commitment, not only an investment in the west like no other. Labor is always supporting the west
with its health and education investments. It is an absolutely outstanding investment and it is being
delivered amazingly as well.
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When we think of all the budgets the Andrews Labor government has delivered, we have put health
care front and centre of everything that we do—nurse-to-patient ratios, support for our paramedics,
record investment in hospitals, record investment in our hospital operating budgets and also capital
investment. It is defined in everything that we do in our communities, the health and wellbeing that
we put forward for our community, and that needs to be in values going forward as well.
But it is one thing to talk academically about nurse-to-patient ratios; it is another to drill down into
what it means. So you can have a chat about funding and implementations, you can talk about whether
you support nurses into the future or not and whether in your budgets and in your values you actually
invest in nurses, but it comes down to something that is quite raw and quite human—lower mortality
rates, fewer readmissions, shorter lengths of stay, greater patient satisfaction, greater nurse job
satisfaction, less burnout and a greater intent to stay. Those are some of the headline things, but when
you look at this and you look at these reforms it is critical. It is a critical investment. It is an
economically smart investment to invest in the people caring for our most vulnerable, caring for those
that need our support and assistance, and I think that is the greatest hallmark of the nurse-to-patient
ratios and midwife ratios—that we are setting that in place and we are making sure that the experience
of all Victorians in our health system is the best it can possibly be.
It is sometimes the most joyous time, like when you are going through with a bubba, or it is some of
those toughest times, those difficult times for health and wellbeing or towards the end of life, which are
really difficult as well, in our emergency departments, those hard shifts where nurses have to front up
to just devastating outcomes and be that shining light, that shield in those human interactions—people
who have faced trauma, who are scared and who are comforted by people who get into this job with the
most amazing values. The service that they provide, the years that they put in, the extra miles they go,
that extra half an hour they do at the end of a shift, that extra comfort chat with a distressed family
member or friend—those are values that we hold dear, and rightly we celebrate and honour them as
well. But it is more than just platitudes. It is one thing to say it, it is one thing to express those views
and overarching statements; it is another thing to be committed to it, to drive forward with it and to
invest in it. That is what makes me so proud of this government—its actions, its implementation and its
delivery. Seeing hundreds more nurses come in as a result of this that will be funded in budgets over
forward estimates as well is absolutely the commitment that you show truly to health care in Victoria.
So to our nurses—I do not know how many are tuning in to Hansard, maybe a couple; we do not
know—we say a big shout-out and a lot of love to them and the midwives who do an extraordinary
job. You represent the greatest parts of Victoria and our communities, and we thank you for your work.
We hope this takes a bit of the pressure off. Keep going and during this COVID time stay safe, and
thank you for all your service to Victoria.
Ms CUPPER (Mildura) (17:48): It is a pleasure to rise today to make a contribution on the Safe
Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2020. Health services
are one of the key platforms on which I was elected as the member for Mildura in 2018, and it is a
particular issue I have spoken about several times in this chamber and I will touch on again in a
moment. It is hard to separate health services from nurses. They are the backbone of our hospitals,
community health services and maternal and child health services.
I support wholeheartedly any move that seeks to strengthen the role of nurses, midwives and maternal
and child health nurses. It is of note that Victoria was the first state in Australia to legislate minimum
nurse and midwife staffing levels with the passing of the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and
Midwife to Patient Ratios) Act 2015. This landmark act arguably provides for the most detailed
guidance on the provision of nursing services anywhere in the world. Given the ever-changing nature
of public health and hospital services it makes sense that such an act requires regular updates to keep
pace with new realities and challenges that evolve over time and which nurses face on the ground
every shift.
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This bill and the safe care act, which it seeks to amend, are perfect examples of unions and government
working together in the interests of patients and the entire community. The government support for
nurses in Victoria is the envy of the nation. Both the government and the Victorian branch of the
Australian Nursing & Midwifery Federation should be commended for building a strong and
constructive relationship that has resulted in a sound, evidence-based approach to policy, and we are
all safer for it.
When I speak of evidence I refer to the research that shows that higher staffing numbers lead to a more
engaged workforce and better patient outcomes. Any of us who have experience as patients or visitors
to a hospital will know the difference between care from a nurse who is run off his or her feet or
overloaded with patients and the nurse who works in an adequately staffed ward. But it is not just
personal experience that tells us this; the research evidence backs it up too. For example, a randomised
controlled trial that was conducted in Belgium just last year and published in BMC Health Services
Research confirmed the association between higher nurse staffing levels and lower patient mortality.
Similarly, Professor Linda Aiken from the University of Pennsylvania, who is considered to be a world
authority on nurse-to-patient ratios, found in 2002 that every extra patient per nurse over four patients
is linked with a 7 per cent increase in the likelihood of the patient dying within 30 days of admission.
Since Victoria first introduced nurse-to-patient ratios in the year 2000 the impact on the quality of
health services has been noted with a 151 per cent increase in patients receiving same-day treatment
and a 20 per cent increase in urgent and semi-urgent elective surgeries across the state.
The nurse-to-patient ratios that have existed since 2000 and were enshrined in law in 2015 have been
implemented and adhered to at the Mildura Base Hospital, the largest hospital in my electorate, but
the nurses and frontline staff have had to endure for 20 years a challenge of a different kind, and that
has been working in a privatised hospital environment. I listened with interest yesterday as the member
for Ivanhoe spoke in this chamber about the Kennett government’s attempt to privatise the Austin
Hospital in the late 1990s, a process that the newly elected Bracks government—I believe rightly—
stopped in 1999. Unfortunately for my electorate we were not so lucky, and the Mildura Base Hospital
was privatised. What this has meant for the good nurses of Mildura Base has been working in an
environment where making a profit is a central priority; where man-hours, as they are known, are a
management priority that takes precedence over other elements of patient care; and where service
provision is seen as a loss to the bottom line rather than an opportunity to provide outstanding care.
It is a situation that, as it is the only privatised hospital in Victoria, has seen the Mildura Base Hospital
languishing in a far corner of the state, separated from the Victorian public hospital network. I believe
that the nurse-to-patient ratios enshrined in law in 2015 and first implemented in 2000, according to
good authority, were a thorn in the side of the hospital’s operators in their unending quest to maximise
profit. What we saw in response at Mildura was a hospital that implemented a range of other costsaving measures with a vigour not commonly seen in public hospitals, such as replacing 8-hour shifts
with 6-hour shifts, misrepresentation of the number of permanent beds in a given unit, over-reliance
on casual workers rather than permanent staff to avoid having to pay leave and other entitlements and
a tendency towards part-time over full-time staff to avoid having to provide acquired days off to
employed staff.
But times have changed, and late last year I stood with the Premier and the Minister for Health very
proudly at the front of Mildura Base Hospital while they announced that the hospital would be brought
back into the public system. The wrong that was done to Mildura in privatising our hospital is finally
to be made right thanks to the government, and on 15 September 2020 the nurses, who are the
backbone of our hospital, are to rejoin their colleagues right across Victoria in working for a truly
public hospital. I am sure it will not be the last time I talk about this win here in the house, and I need
to once again congratulate the community members of Mildura who fought so hard for this change,
many of whom are nurses who put their jobs on the line in the fight to have our hospital put back
where it belongs—in our hands. I will be celebrating with all of our nurses on 15 September.
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I would like to finish today by touching on another aspect of the bill, which is the amendment to the
Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005, which prescribes maternal and child health qualifications into
the legislation. I know firsthand from friends of mine who are maternal and child health nurses just
how passionate they are about their field of expertise and how proud they are to be not just maternal
and child health nurses but Victorian maternal and child health nurses, and so it should be that their
pride, expertise and qualifications are enshrined in law for the benefit of us all. I commend the bill to
the house.
Mr FOWLES (Burwood) (17:55): I thank the member for Mildura for her contribution. I wish
only that it had been 3 minutes longer so that I might have sprung to my feet a little bit more promptly.
However, this is the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment
Bill 2020. It is all about ensuring safe and high-quality care in a range of clinical settings through
improving minimum nursing and midwifery staffing ratios to reflect increasing patient complexity and
changing models of care. The objectives are to safeguard the high quality of maternal and child health
services in Victoria through protecting the minimum education requirements for those nurses, making
sure that MCH centres have specialists in place.
I rise in what can only be described as the middle of a parliamentary baby boom, because since the
start of this Parliament the members for Sunbury, Northcote, Lowan, Melbourne, Ringwood,
Sandringham and Dr Ratnam and Mr Bourman in the other place have all welcomed or are welcoming
new life into the world. My friend the member for Euroa joins me in expecting a baby very, very soon.
The member for Euroa counts amongst her constituents most of my immediate family, so she is very
familiar with raucous family environments, I am sure. I can only ask that the member for Euroa
includes the father in her baby’s political education to ensure the broadest possible education for that
baby. We look forward to meeting him or her sometime after the winter recess.
I have to say I think that is some 8 per cent of the Parliament in 18 months that have procreated. It
seems pretty good going. I would hazard a guess that is above the national average, and that is of
course in advance of the anticipated COVID baby boom—the quarantinees, as they might be known,
the covidean generation. We anticipate in the fullness of time that all this being confined indoors might
well result in something of an uptick in the birth rate in the great state of Victoria. Apologies if I missed
any of my parliamentary colleagues in that little run through, but it is good to see that the family
aspirations of my colleagues on both sides of the aisle are being met in recent times.
These families in many cases are first-time parents and have direct interface with the nurses and
midwives who do such extraordinary work at a time that is both exciting and daunting in one’s life. I
am fortunate that I have already got three on the deck, so I am not quaking in my boots at the impending
arrival of number four. But I remember absolutely just how nerve-racking that period in life can be,
and in those critical moments, in those extraordinary moments as new life comes into the world, you
are surrounded by a bunch of caring, highly trained professionals who happily can keep it all together
as new fathers like me are busily falling to pieces.
We are very fortunate to have such a great health system—a system that has been first defended and
then expanded and then improved under the life of this Labor government. Health is core business for
Labor—health has always been core business for Labor—and I think that has been very clearly
demonstrated during the life of this government, not least in the codification of these very, very
important nurse-to-patient and midwife-to-patient ratios.
This is a health system that because of that fine investment has stood up to the extraordinary challenges
delivered during this period of pandemic, when we were able to—in part because of the outstanding
work of the national cabinet, by deed of the partnerships between the private sector and the public
sector—ready our health system for what we hoped would not happen and to date has not happened,
but ready it nonetheless for a large influx of patients as we potentially moved into a very, very
dangerous phase with the pandemic.
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I want to take this opportunity to thank all of those medical professionals, all of the people working in
hospitals and right across the health system, for their fine work during this period. The extra stress, the
extra challenge, even just the menial things—the business of getting into your workplace and being
temperature tested and having to encounter all of these extra layers of either invasiveness or having to
take the temperature of others—all of these matters add to the significant burden that our health
professionals face. I want to thank all of them for the fine work that they have done right throughout
this period.
The Victorian government is backing nurses and midwives with these improved ratios. It is going to
see an extra 500 of them employed in Victorian hospitals, and it will deliver better care to Victorians.
These latest amendments mean more nurses and midwives in medical and surgical wards, birthing
suites, postnatal wards, special care nurseries, geriatric evaluation management wards and the bigger
emergency departments with short-stay observation areas, and staffing is going to be improved in
residential aged care and rehab wards.
We are investing over $64 million over five years to support the changes. Now, that comes in addition
to the $50 million we invested in the Nursing and Midwifery Workforce Development Fund. This is
a government that has a very, very proud record of delivery in the health space, and these ratios
demonstrate absolutely that we as a government are prepared to put our money where our mouth is
and deliver on a new set of health parameters that ensure the highest quality care is available right
across the health system.
Let us not forget the primary purpose of these ratios. It is to reduce harm to patients, reduce errors and
ensure that there are the right number of staff in place. Those ratios can be implemented in such a way
that we do not have to radically alter the operations of these facilities. It is being done in a sensibly
transitioned way to ensure that we always have trained and high-quality staff available to all the very
many elements of our health system.
This is about ultimately protecting staff and patients by ensuring that these ratios are in legislation and
that they cannot be bargained away, because if they can be bargained away, our nurses might not be
paid fairly and appropriately. Our nurses might be asked to choose between their family and a patient’s
health. I listened to part of the contribution from the member for South-West Coast, who I
acknowledge as a former nurse has done some magnificent work in this space, and she alluded to a
culture of having to turn around and go back into the emergency ward because someone was in cardiac
arrest, and that was the culture of that workplace. I offer no criticism of that whatsoever, but I think
what we need to do at a systemic level is make absolutely sure that those sorts of choices rarely have
to be made, that in fact you have got enough people at the critical times in health services, including
rural health services, to make sure that when the cardiac arrest happens there are enough hands on
deck and to make sure that nurses, as the member for South-West Coast was, do not have to make the
call between picking up the kids from school and a patient who is suffering, between getting home to
their family and a patient who is suffering bad ill health.
It is absolutely the case that without the hard work of the very many fine women and men right across
our health system we would not have found ourselves in the position we find ourselves in today in
relation to the coronavirus pandemic. It bears repeating that Australia, with some 102 or 103 deaths,
sits in extraordinary contrast to the United States of America, with their population about 15 times
bigger than ours and a death rate, staggeringly, over 1000 times ours. It is absolutely an endorsement
of the public policy triumph, frankly, that we have experienced in Australia as a result of the very good
work of the national cabinet and as a result of governments working together cooperatively to a
sensible end, making sure that the health of our people, be they Victorians or Australians—the health
of all of our constituents—is put first. That is important work. It remains to be important work, and it
is important in supporting that work that we give these systems and these facilities the resources they
need with appropriate ratios. On that note, I commend the bill to the house.
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Dr READ (Brunswick) (18:05): I too am speaking about the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient
and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2020. This bill amends the original 2015 bill setting
minimum nurse and midwife staffing levels in public hospitals and has the support of the Victorian
Greens. It hardly needs to be said that the care of hospitalised patients is dependent on the level of
attention that they receive. Before coming to Parliament, I was, I am going to admit, a little bit
dismissive of the quality of debate here—full of anecdotes and personal stories and no proper
randomised trial evidence—and yet here I am with an anecdote just after the member for Mildura has
quoted a randomised trial, so I know my place.
It makes sense to all of us, without a lot of thought really, that stressed and overworked staff cannot be
expected to notice early deterioration. This was driven home to me as a very junior intern in a very large
and busy Royal Melbourne Hospital one night when admitting a patient who had bumped her head and
was a bit unsteady on her feet. We thought she needed just careful observation overnight but just might
possibly have an intracranial bleed. The next morning I came in early and checked on her, and she was
in a near coma. There were not a lot of staff on overnight, and they were run off their feet. The message
was clear that overworked staff and insufficient staff can make the difference between life and death. I
well remember the surgical registrar on the phone to the family saying, ‘No, don’t come in and see her.
I need your permission on the phone to operate or she’ll be dead’. She survived.
After that very important lesson I have always been aware of the need for adequate staff. Nevertheless,
it was interesting to hear the member for Mildura’s report on this randomised trial published in
November. In fact it was an observational analysis of a randomised trial population, and it found a
very strong, significant negative correlation between nursing hours per patient and the mortality rate
in the hospital—very convincing evidence. Not only are overworked staff less likely to notice the
deterioration or the early deterioration of patients, but importantly, they are less likely to learn and
participate in the continuous improvement processes that are now essential in modern hospital care.
You have only got to think about the last few months and how this coronavirus in China was maybe a
bit like the flu, only a little bit worse, and how much we have had to learn and how not just researchers
but health workers at every level have had to learn a lot in a short time. And people do not learn and
do not turn up to lunchtime talks and so on if they are stressed and overworked.
I have noticed that many speakers from both sides of the house have heaped praise on nurses, midwives
and other health workers for their heroism during this COVID-19 outbreak—an outbreak that,
mercifully, appears to be sputtering ever so slowly to a close in Victoria. At times this praise has
sounded fulsome, but I was listening to the member for South-West Coast earlier during the matter of
public importance and I know she gets it, and I know in fact most of the MPs here really do understand
it, because most of us have seen the death toll in health workers in Italy and around the world. The
figures I could find were from 1 May, so no longer up to date, but it was reported that 40 nurses in
Italy have died as a result of COVID-19; 8800 nurses in Italy have been infected, and the numbers will
be higher now in June; and 168 doctors—only 24 of them retired, the rest in active patient care—have
died in Italy during this outbreak. So it is a particularly pernicious virus, and I am guilty of teleology
here, but it appears to target the health system. Only this week I think there was a healthcare worker
infected in the Monash network. Nurses therefore are at great risk of serious illness and, even if they
are not very sick, of needing time off for either proven or suspected infection.
Now, while this outbreak appears to be ever so slowly petering out, it is very possible that another
outbreak in Australia could become established and defy our attempts to eradicate it. We need to think
about: if that happens, what can we do to protect nurses and midwives and other healthcare workers?
The first step obviously is to prevent infection. It is pleasing that the government has, after some
faltering missteps early on, addressed early shortages of personal protective equipment, or PPE.
Healthcare workers a couple of months ago were contacting me very concerned about the lack of
transparency and indeed even the secrecy at the level of hospital middle management around the rates
of use and availability of PPE stocks in individual hospitals. That seems to have improved now with
the consolidation of statewide stocks and a more efficient distribution system.
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Nevertheless, we need to pay close attention to what has become known as the burn rate of PPE, the
rate at which it is being used up and chucked in the bin. There are the obvious cost effects and the fact
that a large amount of this is actually winding up in waterways, believe it or not—I think that is an
international problem rather than an Australian one—but most importantly there are the implications
for availability. The faster we use it the less we have got available when we really need it. PPE is still
being used at an extraordinary rate just in case the next patient who walks in actually has COVID-19.
It makes sense that it be done, but of course most of those bits of PPE have never been anywhere near
a virus.
It seems to me, and other health workers have contacted me about this, that we need to look into
reusable PPE—stuff that can be washed and hung up and re-used rather than chucked in the bin. Now,
this stuff exists. There are expensive rubber masks that look a bit like World War I gas masks but are
way more expensive than that and have replaceable filters. These things are used in some hospitals
around the world. They are highly effective and could be manufactured here or imported, and some
hospitals have this year bought stocks of them for their intensivists and anaesthetists. Acquiring more
of that stuff, ideally locally manufactured to get around problems with still-incomplete international
supply chains, would appear to be a long-term solution. I say it is expensive, but it only seems
expensive until you have used up a few more months of disposable stuff and spent as much money as
you would have buying something re-usable. So I would urge the government to investigate and look
at the feasibility of the manufacture of re-usable PPE, particularly respirators.
There have also been concerns about the quality of PPE. Healthcare workers have used PPE here that
has had Mandarin script on it, and when those of them able to read Chinese read it, they saw it said,
‘Not suitable for medical use’. We have to question: if we have got adequate PPE in Victoria and if
our procedures are adequate, why are we still seeing—even this week—healthcare workers infected?
You could have argued maybe six weeks ago that they caught it at the shops or on public transport,
but you cannot say that now. Just about all the coronavirus now that a healthcare worker is going to
bump into will be at work.
GPs are also catching COVID-19. Their supply chain is different, and the federal government is
responsible for that as well as the general practices having to buy it, so what happens in one general
practice and the next can be very different. There are still GPs working from home, there are still GPs
refusing to see anybody with a cough or a cold and there are other GPs who are doing all of that and
just using lots of PPE.
Finally, I do not know if other MPs here have received them, but I have received letters signed by
thousands of healthcare workers urging governments, state and federal, to commit to a target of zero
healthcare worker deaths from COVID-19. I understand Tasmania has agreed to commit to this, but I
do not think any other jurisdiction has yet.
Now, such a promise is in a sense impossible to keep because we have had healthcare workers infected
this week, and once they are infected we are still not able to guarantee that they will not die, although
I will note some very promising research on dexamethasone seems to suggest that medical care is
finally improving. However, the idea of committing to a target of zero healthcare worker deaths from
COVID-19 as an aspiration would essentially focus the mind of governments on genuinely protecting
staff and on continuing to refine and improve the quality of both the protective equipment and the
necessary processes. It is all very well to have N95 respirators, but you have to be fit tested—you have
to put this thing on and get sprayed with something that smells like banana, and if you can smell
banana, you are not wearing it properly. Finally, we need to continue publishing healthcare worker
infections on the Department of Health and Human Services website. I am told that that has not been
updated for some time, when clearly these infections are continuing. So if we were to set this as a
statewide or national objective, it is something that we could report on and at the very least aspire to.
Nevertheless, it is probably impossible to prevent every healthcare worker from becoming infected,
and we could do more to look after those that are infected. They should not have to, for example, jump
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through legal hoops to prove that they were infected at work. Just as we recently legislated to give
firefighters presumptive rights to workers compensation and medical care for cancers associated with
firefighting work, so too we could give presumptive rights to healthcare workers—whatever system
they are in, public, private or otherwise—to necessary workers compensation, leave for casuals,
whatever they need, without their having to prove that they were infected at work. If we have another
large outbreak, it will be impossible to prove that they were infected at work, so why make them do
it? Why not say at the very least, ‘If we can’t protect you from being infected, we will look after you
regardless’. That is why we first read a workers compensation COVID-19 bill—or, rather, Dr Ratnam
in the other place first read this bill—during the emergency sitting on 23 April, to give those rights to
healthcare workers.
So I think steps like this need to be taken and should still be taken even though the current outbreak
seems to be coming to an end, because we do not know when we will be dealing with the next one.
That said, I commend the bill to the house.
Mr BRAYNE (Nepean) (18:18): I rise today to speak on the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient
and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2020. The Andrews Labor government has shown a
strong commitment to supporting our health system, and this bill is no exception. This legislation will
deliver on the commitment which has been made to deliver high-quality and accessible health care for
all Victorians by improving nursing and midwifery workforce numbers in our public hospitals and
ensuring our maternal and child health nurses are optimally trained to deliver the best child, maternal
and family-centred practice for the community. Nurses and midwives underpin our health system,
dedicating their lives to caring for others. This legislation is particularly important in 2020 as this year
we celebrate the International Year of the Nurse and the Midwife, which coincides with the
200th anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s birth—notable.
In Victoria there are approximately 90 000 nurses and midwives currently employed in the health
system, with over half of those employed in the public system. Over 90 per cent of all nurses are
female, making the profession one of the most female dominated in the entire workforce. The
increasing demand for health services as Victoria’s demographics change has led to more than
6000 new nurses and midwives joining the workforce over the past five years. While overall there are
currently more graduates than graduate positions available, there remain significant shortages in
specific areas of the system, particularly in regional Victoria. This shortfall is being addressed through
an investment of $50 million over four years in the Nursing and Midwifery Workforce Development
Fund to train more nurses for filling the gaps in regional health services. Furthermore, the Andrews
Labor government has prioritised nursing as a vocational program through the free TAFE initiative.
Ensuring that we get the delivery of health care right is something which is of vital importance to me
personally given the unique health needs of my electorate. The growing demand for health services
has been particularly apparent in Nepean as a result of the high proportion of constituents of mine over
the age of 60. I have had countless conversations with elderly residents who are going through the
health system, and they tell me of their issues with the lack of services available on the southern
Mornington Peninsula. Reforms such as addressing nurse-to-patient ratios and properly investing in
the health system would go a long way to supporting our older residents as they access these services.
In addition, many townships in Nepean have experienced substantial population growth in recent years
as a result of many first home buyers moving down as the urban boundary has expanded. Townships
such as Rosebud, Dromana, Rye and Balnarring have seen an influx of young couples and families
over the past decade, and this growth has shown the importance of proper investment in infrastructure,
education, our schools and our health services so that people are not left behind.
Nurse- and midwife-to-patient ratios were first introduced in Victoria through the nurses enterprise
agreement which commenced in 2000. Ratios were further extended through the Safe Patient Care
(Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Act 2015, which ensured that a minimum number of
staff were employed in our public hospitals. This legislation was introduced to ensure that the Victorian
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government would work with nurses, midwives and the health system as a whole to make further
improvements where legislated ratios were no longer fit for purpose, ensuring that there were enough
staff in our public hospitals to cope with the workload so that the quality of health care was not
compromised. This reform was a fantastic achievement for both patients in the health system and our
public health workforce. The experience of this reform has seen the higher staffing numbers that have
led to a more engaged workforce and better patient outcomes. Furthermore, by maintaining
contemporary staffing and workload requirements which reflect modern standards and expectations of
care, our health system will be supported going further in adapting to the changing nature of health care.
Amendments to the safe patient care act in 2019 represented the first time the nurse-to-patient ratios
had been meaningfully reviewed since they were introduced in 2000. These reforms formed phase 1
of reforming ratios in the health system and addressed the changes in patient complexity and growth
in demand from health services which had occurred over the past two decades. Additionally, the
outdated rounding methodology was removed in most circumstances, as nurses and midwives were
no longer required to carry a workload that can at times be 50 per cent greater than the ratio set out in
the safe patient care act.
Phase 2 of these reforms comes as a result of the recommendations made by the Nurse/Midwife to
Patient Ratio Improvements Taskforce, whose findings indicated that changes to patient ratios should
be introduced in a staged manner owing to the complexity of workforce planning. Additional funding,
which will be required as a result of the implementation of these reforms, will occur over a period of
seven years to ensure that the health system can adequately adapt to these changes. Implementation of
the legislation will see an additional 500 nurses and midwives in the public health system to meet the
new staffing requirements in order to address the shortfall in the system due to excessive patient loads.
The importance of getting the ratio between patients and nurses correct cannot be overstated. There is
substantial literature from both an Australian and international context which shows that having more
nursing staff in the health system results in dramatically improved health outcomes for patients, as
nurses are able to devote more time to each individual. Additionally, a reduction in workload has been
shown to reduce the rates of burnout, anxiety, absenteeism and job dissatisfaction amongst nurses.
Analysis of similar reforms implemented in Queensland showed a substantial reduction in both the
number of readmissions amongst patients and working days lost as a result of leave taken by nurses.
These reforms have been undertaken following extensive industry consultation to ensure that there are
no unforeseen circumstances in our hospital system as a result of the change in the number of nurses
and midwives the new ratios will require.
Additionally, this bill will complete the removal of the rounding methodology across remaining shifts
and settings to create consistency in staff and workload determination through the safe patient care
act. This will allow our nurses and midwives to focus more on delivering health services to patients
rather than juggling an excessive workload. These reforms to staff in our health system are particularly
topical as a result of the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has seen new challenges emerge in
our society. While there have been no reported cases of hospitals being unable to manage their patient
ratios as a result of the pandemic, this is due to the highly successful management of the crisis by the
Andrews government, which has prevented a large-scale outbreak in Victoria from occurring. It is
vital that the healthcare system can adequately cope with the health impacts of the pandemic,
particularly as we are not out of the woods just yet.
Another vital aspect of these reforms is the reclassification of Warrnambool Base Hospital from a
level 3 hospital to a level 2 hospital, which will be commencing from 1 July 2022. This change reflects
the continued growth of demand, hospital capability and patient complexity into the future on the
south-west coast. Given the south-west coast of Victoria faces similar demographic changes to my
electorate of Nepean, I understand only too well how important these reforms can be, as it is
acknowledged that Warrnambool Base Hospital has significantly changed since hospital levels were
first introduced, and now it functions as a health service hub that provides leadership for the local
catchment area.
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All these reforms aim to improve nursing and midwifery staffing for the safety of patients and create
safer and more satisfying working conditions for our dedicated and hardworking nurses and midwives.
Collectively the changes to nurse-to-patient ratios across phase 1 and phase 2 will see over 1100 new
employment opportunities for nurses and midwives in Victoria’s public hospital sector.
The bill also makes amendments to the Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005 to prescribe maternal and
child health nurse qualifications into legislation. For over 100 years maternal and child health services
have played a key role in promoting health, wellbeing, safety, learning and developmental outcomes
for all children and their families. This reform will ensure that delivery of these vital aspects of antenatal,
perinatal and postnatal health care is supported by well-qualified nurses. This change will also support
critical aspects of postnatal, maternal and infant care such as breastfeeding and maternal health. The
maternal and child health service guidelines provide the integrated framework and approach to service
delivery in Victoria and outline the required qualifications for maternal and child health nurses. The
high level of education in this workforce ensures that they are well qualified to provide a broader scope
of practice across general, midwifery and maternal, child and family health nursing. The amendments
to the Child Wellbeing and Safety Act provide a legislative mandate for compliance with this
requirement, ensuring employment and engagement of only appropriately qualified nursing staff
within maternal and child health services. Prescribing maternal and child health nurse qualifications
into legislation safeguards and upholds the education and knowledge of the workforce, maintaining a
focus on maternal health as well as child health and development as key capabilities of maternal and
child health nurses.
This year is an opportunity to showcase the outstanding work and contribution nurses make to the
health and wellbeing of our community, both due to the international recognition through the
International Year of the Nurse and the Midwife and additionally due to the unprecedented challenges
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. Our nurses have been at the forefront of this pandemic and have
demonstrated an extraordinary commitment through their care, compassion and capability during the
COVID-19 pandemic. This bill goes some way to recognising the dynamic role nurses play within the
health system, the changing structures in which they practice and the evolving nature of care they
provide to us as a community. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) (18:28): I am pleased to rise to speak on the Safe Patient Care (Nurse
to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2020. Can I begin by thanking all those
healthcare workers, all the nurses and midwives, right across Victoria, right across this country but
also in particular those in my electorate of Geelong. The work that they have done under fairly extreme
circumstances during the coronavirus pandemic has been extraordinary—and you know they have
been pretty stressful times for those healthcare workers I have to say, going in and doing their job but
also having to go home to their families, worried about whether they are taking that coronavirus back.
I am pleased to say that we did put measures in place to protect those healthcare workers if they felt
they needed to stay somewhere else.
I think we also need to congratulate the Australian Nursing & Midwifery Federation for the work that
they have done over many, many years for their members—for the nurses, midwives and healthcare
workers they represent. They have actually participated in ensuring that their members are looked after
and have the best pay and conditions that they can achieve, and they have consulted with their
members and consulted with government to ensure that they get what they need.
I want to congratulate Barwon Health and in particular Frances Diver, the CEO of Barwon Health,
who has worked extremely hard with those health professionals to ensure that we have had adequate
protections in place for my community of Geelong. I do want to give them a shout-out.
The Andrews Labor government is committed to ensuring Victorians have access to high-quality and
safe health care; that has been a major priority for us since coming to government in 2014. We would
not have the quality health care we experience now without nurses and midwives. As I said earlier,
they have fought for those conditions, and they have fought for those conditions not just for themselves
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but for the patients they take care of, because we know that if they are working in good conditions and
are being looked after, respected and acknowledged for the hard work that they do, then they do
provide the best quality health care that we can expect.
There is a long history of nursing, and there has been a lot of progress over the years, there is no doubt
about that, and this government has been part of that progress to achieve the best possible outcomes.
If we look back in time to 1852, the Geelong Infirmary and Benevolent Asylum officially opened,
which of course is known as University Hospital Geelong now, a part of Barwon Health. It was
interesting to read their annual report from 1853, which includes the regulations for staff at the time:
The Wardsmen and Nurses shall be constantly in their wards, and regular in their attendance upon the patients.
…
They shall serve up breakfast to the patients at 8 o’clock in the morning.
They shall have the several chamber-utensils scalded every morning …
They shall pay great attention to the bedding … and have the mattresses thoroughly aired and dried … and
the sheets and blankets … renewed—

as required—
They shall not allow clothes to be hung, nor dirt or any thing to be thrown out of the windows.
…
One Wardsman or Nurse in rotation shall be on duty from 8 o’clock every night to 6 o’clock the following
morning, and shall visit each ward once in every two hours …

So in those days there did not seem to be a lot of focus on quality care for the nursing staff. It is
interesting that they had, I think, two nurses and one midwife for the whole hospital, and based on the
regulations of what they were required to do in their shifts, they must have been pretty extreme
conditions for that nursing staff. Thankfully we have moved on from that and given nurses and
midwives the respect that they deserve for the work that they do.
Of course it is important to note that diversity has come into this as well. It is an important factor, and
we have considered the importance of culturally respectful and safe health care in our communities. I
am proud of the work we have done to support employing First Nations people in health sector jobs.
A key element identified as essential to improving health outcomes for Aboriginal people is workforce
training to support Aboriginal Victorians to gain employment but to also encourage that culturally safe
space within our hospitals, for example. Since 2014 approximately 130 cadetships have provided an
opportunity for Aboriginal nursing, midwifery and allied health students to gain valuable exposure to
our health service and build their confidence and knowledge while undertaking paid work to develop
work readiness skills and professional contacts. It is really important for Aboriginal people to feel
culturally safe in the health services in our community. In 2019–20 there were 20 successful cadets,
who have been placed at a variety of metropolitan and regional health services in our community. The
cadetship program supports young Aboriginal people to learn about health career opportunities at an
early stage and supports them to enter graduate programs where their prior learning can be put into
practice and consolidated.
We are investing $50 million to create a Nursing and Midwifery Workforce Development Fund,
creating training opportunities and scholarships to further specialise. The diploma of nursing is one of
the most popular priority free TAFE courses on offer. I know it is a very popular course in my
electorate, but of course there is always more to be done.
There has never been a government in Victoria more committed to nurse- and midwife-to-patient
ratios than the Andrews Labor government, and we see that from the legislation that we have
introduced. Thankfully we have now had five years of solid investment under this government,
delivering real results to all Victorians. Enshrining nurse- and midwife-to-patient staffing ratios into
law in 2015 is a proud achievement of our government and one we are deeply committed to. We know
how important the ratios are to protect patient safety.
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In fact recent research conducted by the Centre for Health Outcomes and Policy Research at the
University of Pennsylvania school of nursing has found lower hospital patient-to-nurse ratios are
associated with lower mortality, fewer readmissions, shorter length of stay, greater patient satisfaction,
greater nurse job satisfaction, less burnout and a greater intent to stay. So I think it is really important
that we continue to work to ensure that our nursing staff, our midwives and people in our healthcare
sector do get the support that they need and the respect that they deserve.
I know in my community nurses are highly valued, and I am sure they are in many other communities,
for the work that they do under normal circumstances but of course also under the extreme
circumstances at the moment as we are going through this coronavirus pandemic. So I think it is really
important that we continue to support them. Adequate nurse staffing also reduces patient lengths of
stay and improves recovery. We recognise the commitment of our hardworking nurses and midwives
who support us, our families and our friends at our time of need.
Nurses tell us that ratios matter. Ratios allow them to provide the quality care Victorians expect and
deserve. Victoria has one of the world’s best public health systems, and the amendments in this bill
will stand forever part of this long and proud history. I am sure that everyone in this place
acknowledges the important work that nurses do and the importance of us continuing to ensure that
they are protected and that we are not going back in time and reducing conditions, as we have seen
those opposite do in the past. We are enshrining these laws into legislation so that nurses are protected,
they are provided with the tools that they need to do the job and we are getting the best possible health
care and quality care that we deserve in our community. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr HALSE (Ringwood) (18:38): What a fine contribution from the member for Geelong just then.
It is a great pleasure and privilege to rise to speak to this bill before the house that demonstrates again
what the Labor Andrews government is all about—a bill that supports our amazing nurses and
midwives.
The global COVID-19 pandemic that we are all living through at present has brought home to every
single one of us just how important our healthcare professionals are to our society. To be clear, we are
truly fortunate in Victoria to have some of the very best healthcare professionals in the entire world
working within our health system. They are there for us at the most challenging and difficult of times—
the times in our lives when we are at our most vulnerable, when we are suffering from ill health and
when we need and rely upon their professionalism, their care and their dedication.
Over many years nurses and midwives through organising in their workplaces have demanded
something from us in this place—that is, the proper resources required to see that they can do their
jobs without putting our health and theirs at risk. It is thanks to the election of a Labor government in
2014 that a first and significant step in the right direction was taken. That was the writing of nurseand midwife-to-patient ratios into law, and we are proud of that. We did that because nurses and
midwives should not be bargaining for care. That is a ludicrous proposition—a proposition that I note
that the opposition have frequently advocated for.
However, our work is not yet complete. It did not stop in 2015. We took to the 2018 election a promise
to review and amend nurse-to-patient and midwife-to-patient ratios for the first time since the
year 2000. Our amendments to the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios)
Act 2015 were passed in March of last year. In doing so we removed the outdated rounding
methodology to ensure that nurses and midwives would not be required to carry a greater workload
than the ratio set out in the act.
I am fortunate to know plenty of nurses and midwives personally, and I know one thing: they were
never going to take a procedural amendment like that to be the end of the story, and rightly so. That is
why we backed that amendment up with funding for an additional 611 effective full-time nurses and
midwives across hospitals in Victoria. This is what respect for health professionals looks like. We
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supported a change in methodology, a change in nurse- and midwife-to-patient ratios written into law,
with the staff required to make that change a reality.
I note that this important change is leading to fewer adverse patient outcomes through lower hospital
readmission rates, fewer complications surrounding surgery and a more engaged and supported
workforce. Why is this? It is because the increase will amount to more than a million hours of
additional patient care. Let me repeat that: a million hours of additional patient care. It will also help
to prevent nurse and midwife burnout, anxiety, absenteeism and job dissatisfaction, and that is a very
good thing. We need to get behind our nurses and our midwives and support them.
Which brings me to the bill before us today. This is phase 2 of that commitment that we took to the
2018 election. Most importantly it means that more than 500 additional nurses and midwives will be
employed across our state’s public health system. This will lead to approximately 950 000 hours of
increased patient care. Again let me repeat that: an additional 950 000 hours of increased patient care.
The $50 million that this government has invested to create a Nursing and Midwifery Workforce
Development Fund is already attracting record numbers of applications across the state. Those training
opportunities and scholarships will mean that nurses and midwives can further specialise and fill those
500 positions that will be created. We are also expanding the existing registered nurse and midwife
graduate program, and for the first time we have established a statewide enrolled nurse graduate
program. This program will employ 400 enrolled nurses over the next four years, with 100 of these
positions available to TAFE graduates. It will also mean that more Victorians will be able to study a
diploma of nursing at TAFE for free and then start working as an enrolled nurse upon graduation. That
fund is also providing up to 400 postgraduate scholarships for nurses and midwives to get the skills
they need in programs like the postgraduate midwifery employment program. But there is even more.
We are also introducing refresher programs for up to 800 nurses who are registered but who are
currently not practising to re-enter the workforce.
Changing our health system, properly supporting people to work in our health system and providing
the pathways for those people to see that they can deliver the best possible care when we need it is
what this bill is about, and that is what we are doing.
As a unionist must in this place, I acknowledge that those of us on this side of the house are but the
final link in a chain that begins with organised labour, and this time it began with nurses and midwives
across the state who do their jobs with such dignity, such professionalism and dedication at all times
of the day and night across three major nursing shifts, 24/7, 365 days a year, and I thank each and
every one of them.
It would be remiss of me not to mention a few people. I want to thank all those nurses and midwives
who work at my local hospital, Maroondah Hospital, and in the Eastern Health hospital system. In my
electorate thousands of people are engaged in the health system, in the hospital system. It is one of our
largest employers, and they do a wonderful job. On a personal note I want to send a big thankyou to
those midwives at Box Hill Hospital who recently assisted my wife and me as we introduced our first
son, our newborn son, Edward Alexander. So I want to thank Lindsay, Alex, Sue and Ebony for their
tremendous work on that day. I must admit that I was directed out of the room on a few occasions
because I was not coping too well, and they were concerned that I might pass out at one point; so I
was directed out. But they did a wonderful job, and they took great care of us and our family—of my
wife, Rachel, and of me under some really challenging and trying circumstances. So I want to thank
them for their work.
I would also like to thank my wife, Rachel, who is a nurse and has been a nurse for many years. She
spent many years at Box Hill Hospital in the emergency department. And as a partner of someone who
is a nurse—you drop off your partner at 9.00 pm on a Saturday night at the emergency department and
you always wonder what their night will hold and the challenges that they will confront. And we know
the burden that they carry often, our nurses, in the provision of that care, the things that they see each
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and every day. It is an amazing cohort of workers, nurses and midwives. They have a tremendous
temperament, a tremendous capacity to provide care with such grace and professionalism. I want to
thank them. I want to thank the Australian Nursing & Midwifery Federation and the secretary of that
union, Lisa Fitzpatrick, for her enthusiasm for this bill and for her counsel to me today on the
importance of this bill. I thank her and that union for their continued advocacy for and representation
of nurses and midwives across our state. I wholeheartedly commend this bill to the house.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McGuire): On behalf of the house, I think we should
acknowledge the member for Ringwood and congratulate him on his first child.
Ms CRUGNALE (Bass) (18:48): Ask any patient who leaves the hospital about the experience,
and the word ‘nurse’ usually appears in the first sentence: ‘The nurses were wonderful. They were so
caring, nothing was too much bother’. Ask any new mother about the birthing experience and the word
‘midwife’ will usually appear in the first sentence: ‘They made me feel safe. They were with me all
the time. They just seemed to know what to do’. It is the same with maternal and child nurses: ‘I was
so worried about my baby, but the nurse seemed to know everything’.
With the recent pandemic, nurses have been on the front line, putting others ahead of themselves. We
have seen the images: gowned, gloved and working. Yet although the community holds nurses in such
high regard, there has been a dark side. For decades nurses and midwives have sacrificed individual
wage increases in their bargaining arrangements to ensure better nurse- and midwife-to-patient ratios.
This is an industry where workers forfeit a wage increase so that someone else is better off—on top of
emotionally demanding work; shift work, including nights and weekends; and high physical
workloads.
When the Andrews Labor government passed the first phase of the amendments in 2019, we fulfilled
the first part of the 2018 election commitment to protect and strengthen nurse- and midwife-to-patient
ratios. The Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2020
fulfils the second part of that promise. Before these bills, there had been no meaningful review of ratios
for almost 20 years. Nurses were always being threatened with efficiency targets when discussing pay
rates.
Equally significantly, the legislation removes staffing ratios from the bargaining table, and it does
away with an outdated rounding methodology, which meant that at times nurses and midwives carried
a workload that was 50 per cent greater than the ratios set out in the act. Enshrining ratios into
legislation protects nurses and midwives from the enterprise bargaining table. It also does away with
the longstanding practice of having a staff member become the de facto in-charge worker on night
shifts. A supernumerary after-hours coordinator will be mandatory in specified circumstances. This
will allow nurses and midwives to devote more time to directly care for their patients. Hospitals do
not sleep at night, and out of sight will no longer be out of mind. We are not talking about an isolated
unit somewhere distant. We are talking about medical wards, surgical wards, birthing suites, postnatal
wards, special care nurseries, geriatric evaluation management wards and larger emergency
departments with short-stay observation units attached to them.
This legislation also protects their patients—us. We are their patients—all of us in Victoria. They were
caring for us even before we were born. Nursing and midwifery are constantly evolving. Illnesses and
conditions are becoming more complex. Science and research are making treatment options more
technical. Advancements in pharmaceuticals are the norm in a clinical setting, and both nurses and
midwives are always upskilling to remain specialists in ever-changing models of care. Walking into
an acute clinical area in a hospital can be overwhelming: emergency departments on a Saturday
night—the machines, the atmosphere, the noise, the seemingly ordered chaos and nurses calmly
working, ever listening, ever watching. The old saying, ‘Observation makes the nurse’—nurses deal
with it all competently and assuredly, calming patients and their families.
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The research is clear that reduced patient ratios lead to better health outcomes for everyone—fewer
readmissions, reduction in length of stay, less likelihood of dying in hospital and less nurse burnout.
It has all been studied, and even the economics are clear. Overall it is cost effective to increase the
number of nurses and midwives. So to the perpetual economic naysayers, I will repeat: this will save
us money.
Not everyone wants to or can undertake the rigours of a university degree qualification. Now, not
everyone has to study for three years to be able to deliver patient care, and I am proud of this
government for understanding that patient care is multifaceted and for establishing a statewide enrolled
nurse graduate program, offering free TAFE courses in the diploma of nursing and employment to
400 enrolled nurses over the next four years. I am also proud to be part of a government that has
dedicated $10 million to rural and regional applicants so that people can study at their local TAFE and
then work in their local hospital. And I am proud to be part of a government that backs up promises
with the funding to deliver 600 additional nurses and midwives in public hospitals across Victoria and
a government that has invested $50 million to create a Nursing and Midwifery Workforce
Development Fund—a fund that is already attracting a record number of applications, creating
opportunities and scholarships for nurses and midwives to further study and specialise.
This bill also amends the Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005, and it prescribes maternal and child
health nurse qualifications into legislation. These nurses have studied for a minimum of five years to
hold the three tertiary qualifications—nursing, midwifery and maternal and child health.
Acknowledging their qualifications in law safeguards and upholds their education and knowledge.
This amendment gives families the confidence to know that when they attend a maternal and child
health centre they will be seen by properly qualified professionals. Similarly when they receive
telephone advice from a service, the person speaking will have all three qualifications. Victoria is the
only state in Australia to enshrine this into law.
My electorate of Bass is home to Bass Coast Health and the Wonthaggi Hospital. The Andrews Labor
government’s very much welcomed $115 million major expansion and redevelopment work is
proceeding. It is one of the biggest hospitals in the second-largest growth area in regional Victoria, so
it would be remiss of me not to speak about the need to reclassify both the hospital and the emergency
department (ED). Currently it is at its lowest possible classification, level 4. There are 160 babies born
every year and rising. Presentations to ED are projected to be an additional 26 000 a year over the next
decade. They sit at around 17 000 now. This is an increase of 42 per cent. Surgery needs to double
over the next five years to meet subregional self-sufficiency. The expansion will bring in 18 more
treatment beds in the ED, eight short-stay beds, three new operating theatres and a procedure room,
central sterile services and a new 32-inpatient ward with a dedicated paediatric wing.
A higher classification would mean better ratios in the wards and the implementation of a muchneeded dedicated triage nurse across all shifts seven days a week for the emergency department. There
are other hospitals in the Gippsland region with a similar number of presentations but with higher
classifications. This and more was related to me when I met with registered nurses Belinda Matthews,
Kate Lindsay and Jenny Buxton back in February. Written in the meeting request form was:
… to discuss our concerns, hopefully to gain support, in our quest to make our hospital more fabulous than it
already is.

I stand right beside my local nurses, continue to advocate on their behalf and look forward to
working with the Department of Health and Human Services in any way I can to highlight our
need for reclassification of our medical surgical wards and the emergency department as well. It
is anticipated this process will commence later this year and be completed by June 2022. Bring it
on and bring it on sooner.
There has never been a Victorian government more committed to nurse/midwife-to-patient ratios
than the Andrews Labor government. I want to thank all those who have worked so hard to effect
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these changes. They are fair, they are just and they make economic sense. They are also the result
of a long consultation process.
Thank you also to all our nurses and midwives right across Bass: those active, those retired; those
working at Monash Health, Pakenham Health Centre, Kooweerup Regional Health Service and
Bass Coast Health; and those in the private sector. We are indebted and so grateful for the work
that you do and the care that you show and give us. I include in my thanks the Australian
Nursing & Midwifery Federation, the Health and Community Services Union, the Municipal
Association of Victoria and the regional and small rural executive directors of nursing and
midwifery groups. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms HALL (Footscray) (18:57): I appear to have drawn the short straw again with the speaking list,
but I am very pleased to make a contribution to this bill. I thought I would start my contribution by
paying tribute to a really special midwifery program at Western Health, one that this year celebrates
its 10th year in operation, and that is the Western Health caseload midwifery program. The caseload
midwifery program is highly sought after. It is run out of Sunshine Hospital, and it is a program where
you get one-on-one care from a midwife throughout your pregnancy and then that midwife, working
in a pair—one or two midwives—will attend the birth of your child. It is a hugely popular program in
the western suburbs and was introduced by a Labor government. I was fortunate enough to benefit
from that program with the birth of both of my children, with Matilda and Ned, because one thing is
for sure—you never forget the midwives who deliver your children. So Rebecca and Ramona, a
special tribute to you both.
That program I think is really special for a number of reasons. It is one of two programs in the state,
through Sunshine Hospital and Casey Hospital, where women can choose to have their babies at home
if they wish, supported by the hospital and the highly skilled midwives, and because it is connected to
the hospital system it is safe. During the coronavirus pandemic there has been a huge surge in interest
in this program because it offers patient choice but also that one-on-one care that I know that patients
really regard.
The other organisation I would like to pay tribute to in the short period of time remaining is the
Tweddle Child and Family Health Service in my electorate of Footscray. Tweddle next year will be
celebrating 100 years in Footscray, and it is really highly regarded.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I am required under sessional orders to interrupt business now.
The member may continue her speech when the matter is next before the house.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.
Adjournment
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

VICTORIA STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE WHITEHORSE UNIT
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (19:00): (2666) I wish to raise a matter for the attention of the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services. The action I seek is for the minister to provide funding of
$2.35 million to build a new control centre and administration office for the Whitehorse unit of the
Victoria State Emergency Service. The Whitehorse SES has been located in its current portable and
so-called temporary building since 1996. The existing portable building is no longer fit for purpose for
such a busy SES unit. Plans and costings have been prepared to replace this building and are strongly
supported by the City of Whitehorse, including financially. This project is also worthy of broader
support. The Whitehorse SES unit has about 80 operational members and is one of the largest and
busiest SES units in Victoria. Over the last three financial years this unit has responded to 2466 jobs,
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including 1700 in the City of Whitehorse, 660 in the neighbouring City of Boroondara and a further
106 jobs outside the local area.
I have visited the unit on several occasions and am always impressed with the dedication and hard
work undertaken by the members of the unit. Their willingness to respond to people in need 24 hours
a day is exemplary, and all members deserve the thanks of our community, which I again put on record
tonight. In fact, I visited the unit on one day when there was very stormy weather in Melbourne’s east
and saw firsthand how busy and crowded the office was during that very challenging time. Jobs were
coming into the office constantly, and seeing the volunteers operating under that stressful environment
was indeed impressive.
Whitehorse SES completes about 3.3 per cent of all Victorian SES jobs and yet has only 1.6 per cent
of Victoria’s SES members, so clearly they punch well above their weight. Common call-outs are for
fallen trees, flooding and storm damage, search and rescue tasks, and to otherwise assist police.
Consequently, I ask the minister to provide this funding as a priority to enable the Whitehorse SES to
continue to serve the residents in the eastern suburbs in their hour of need, as it has done so faithfully
over the last almost 25 years.
DROMANA SECONDARY COLLEGE
Mr BRAYNE (Nepean) (19:02): (2667) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Education.
The action I seek is for the minister to come and visit Dromana Secondary College on the Mornington
Peninsula. Last year’s budget saw a $2.3 million commitment to replace old buildings with a new
permanent modular building at Dromana College. Last week the new building opened but, regrettably,
due to COVID we were unable to have any celebrations. From the photos I have seen, the new centre
looks incredible, in particular the use of the school’s logo on the side of the building, which gives it a
particularly flashy look.
This really is a government which is committed to investing in the future of all students in Victoria, and
there is a clear recognition that we succeed best when we give our schools the resources to do their jobs.
As I was in the position of these kids not long ago, I know how important it is for the focus of kids to
have good-quality classrooms and amenities. It would be good to have the minister come down and
visit when it is safe to do so, to see such a positive outcome for the southern peninsula. So once again I
congratulate the Dromana College community on their new buildings and invite the minister to come
down and tour these fantastic new buildings. I look forward to the minister’s response.
EAST GIPPSLAND RECOVERY FUNDING
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (19:03): (2668) My adjournment is to the Premier, and the action I
seek is for a dedicated recovery fund to be made available to East Gippsland. My electorate has been
through a pretty tough time after three years of drought, followed by the fires, then followed by the
COVID restrictions. It has left our local economy in a precarious situation and our tourism industry
on its knees, and we need some help and support. The Premier visited Bairnsdale over the course of
the fires. It was relieving to hear him say that he would stand with East Gippslanders and walk with
East Gippslanders in the bushfire recovery. They were words that were very well received in my
community, and now it is time to deliver on them.
What we are seeking is a $30 million infrastructure fund where we can start to get our economy
reinvigorated. When we consider the billions in cost overruns on Melbourne projects, $30 million is
not a lot to ask for to get our local economy back up and running. It will allow for projects like the
$5 million state commitment that they are seeking to develop the Metung hot springs proposal and the
Squatters Row in Paynesville development. It would allow for the funds to finish Bullock Island and
a number of other projects right from Mallacoota up to Omeo, down to Heyfield and everywhere in
between. So I would ask the Premier to please give this strong consideration. We do need some help,
and I would call on him to develop a dedicated recovery fund for the East Gippsland electorate.
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SUNBURY ELECTORATE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (19:05): (2669) My adjournment matter for this evening is for the Minister
for Planning, and it regards the construction of Yirangan Way, an important proposed connector road
which sits within the Sunbury South Precinct Structure Plan recently approved by the Minister for
Planning. I seek a meeting with the minister to discuss this important project and map out a planning
pathway for this very important local project. The delivery of this road is key and fundamental to my
community. Unfortunately council and relevant departments have not been able to get it done due to
a number of planning-related matters over a number of years.
Deputy Speaker, as you would know the Sunbury community is due to experience significant growth
over the next five to 15 years. New homes, new schools, new public transport and a number of new
opportunities will arise, but what is important is that the planning framework which surrounds this
new development, all of the work that is done with the Victorian Planning Authority over many years,
all of the work that is coordinated by the Minister for Planning, is in place so that we can get on with
the important projects that make Sunbury a terrific place to live.
I am very proud to say that over a number of years we have been able to deliver terrific projects like
the Sunbury global learning centre; upgrading a number of sports pavilions and local schools; creating
a master plan for Jacksons Hill; getting on with duplicating Sunbury Road; signalising the Gap Road
and Horne Street roundabout; upgrading the Sunbury rail line for Melbourne metro, a $2.1 billion
upgrade—a significant and fundamentally important project not just for the northern suburbs but right
across Victoria—and of course removing the dangerous and congested level crossing. This is an
important matter and I look forward to the Minister for Planning’s meeting.
HIGH COUNTRY WILD HORSE CONTROL
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) (19:07): (2670) I wish to raise a matter for the attention of the Minister
for Energy, Environment and Climate Change. The action I seek is for the minister to convene an
urgent meeting with all stakeholders concerned with the future of High Country horses before
embarking on Parks Victoria’s slaughter fest. I know I speak for hundreds of thousands of Victorians
like my colleague from Gippsland East, who is here tonight, people right across Australia and the
world, when I say the silver bullet to these horses in the alpine environment is not the bullet. It is not
a marksman in the dead of night exterminating horses.
Just two weeks ago our colleagues in the upper house agreed to a motion that called for the immediate
halt to plans to shoot what are known across the globe as brumbies. They were speaking with the will
of the people. It is the same will that I ask the minister to listen to now, and believe you me, we will
not bite. We certainly will not bite. We would like to get the minister to the table. Most people in
Victoria are from the low country, but those of us from the High Country have earned the right to be
in the High Country.
Two weeks ago I wrote a letter along similar lines to the minister, but sadly I have not even received
an acknowledgement. People feel cheated by the shift in the mindset that abandons plans for rehoming,
mustering and capture in favour of shooting. They feel cheated because—I hate to say it, but this is
the minister’s label, not mine—the feral horse strategic action plan 2018–2021 said shooting would
only occur after consultation and engagement with stakeholders. I am asking the minister to
re-embrace that sentiment and sit down with people from both sides of the argument to find common
ground, to engage and consult with the organisations who have in the past been and are willing to
continue to offer solutions that balance the environmental imperatives with the lives of these horses.
Some of these people are known to Parks Victoria, some with ongoing contracts to manage brumbies
and others who the minister may not already be fully aware of. These groups include the Victorian
Brumby Association, the Australian brumby association, the Benambra brumby runners, the Barmah
Brumby Preservation Group, the Australian Brumby Alliance—there are just so many more.
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We lost last week one of those great horsemen, Ken Connley. I spoke earlier in the house about him.
A small service will be held on Friday, but, by gee, I look forward to his wake coming up when we
will all be able to get together and celebrate the life of Ken Connley. I know the member for Gippsland
East will be there with us, and we will remember a great horseman. When we were able to catch, cull
and control brumbies, there was no brumby control. There was no problem. But anyway, I am happy
to be a go-between with all this. They are willing to work with Parks Victoria, and I am only too
willing to engage in a mature, considered conversation to find a solution.
MACEDON ELECTORATE SCHOOLS
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (19:10): (2671) The issue that I wish to raise tonight on adjournment is
for the attention of the Minister for Education, and the action that I seek is that the minister announce
the location for the brand-new primary school and kindergarten in the south of Gisborne. There is no
doubt that here in Victoria the Andrews Labor government is building the Education State. Across my
electorate we have seen record investment in all of our schools. And in Gisborne we are so proud of
the work that is already underway at Gisborne Primary School, where classrooms are being upgraded
and a new competition-size gymnasium is also being built. At New Gisborne Primary we are
upgrading the oval and outdoor learning spaces as well as building some new music pods—spaces
that will also be able to be used for one-on-one teaching and learning. And of course, as promised at
the last election, a brand-new primary school for up to 475 students is to be built in the south of
Gisborne. The architects have been appointed under our building works program. It has recently been
announced that the project is now fully funded. It is ready to go. The school will be open in 2022.
What the community wants now is an announcement from the Deputy Premier and Minister for
Education. Where is the exact location of this brand-new primary school going to be?
GOULBURN-MURRAY IRRIGATION DISTRICT
Ms CUPPER (Mildura) (19:12): (2672) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Water. The
action I seek is for the minister to visit the Mildura electorate to meet with industry representatives and
other stakeholders who stand to be adversely impacted by changes to the Goulburn to Murray trade
rule. A consultation paper from the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning calling
for potential changes to the trade rule has just closed. The paper outlined how demand since 2014 for
water delivery from the lower Goulburn has become too great, and in the past two years requirements
from the Goulburn inter-valley trade to support Murray requirements have caused environmental
damage to the Goulburn River. Horticulture industries in my electorate—including wine and table
grapes, citrus, dried fruit and almonds—are worth $2 billion to the Victorian economy. Irrigators are
concerned that changes to the rule could create a shortfall in water of up to 160 gigalitres, or 26 per
cent of current requirements.
Placing limits on water delivery during peak times this spring and summer could potentially damage the
yield and quality of produce as well as driving up the price of water in my area—something that could
push small farms in my electorate out of business. All options need to be explored thoroughly before any
decision is made on changing the inter-valley trade rules. These include infrastructure projects bypassing
the Barmah Choke, which would lessen the demand for water from the Goulburn while not impacting
on delivery of water to irrigators in the Mildura electorate. This would allow key environmental concerns
to be addressed and make more irrigation water available when needed in the lower Murray. I have
requested a 12-month delay to any changes while all options are properly canvassed, including the
infrastructure projects, and believe the minister would benefit from meeting directly with industry
representatives in my electorate to discuss how the rule change could negatively impact them.
HALLAM ROAD, HAMPTON PARK, UPGRADE
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (19:14): (2673) The adjournment matter I wish to raise is with
the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, and it regards the recent upgrades to Hallam Road in
Hampton Park in my electorate of Narre Warren South. The action I seek is that the minister join me
in my electorate to inspect the site, including the new signalised intersection at Hallam Road, South
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Gippsland Highway and Evans Road. It has been impressive to see these works progress so smoothly
throughout the duration of the Hallam Road upgrade, and I welcome these crucial works in our local
community to improve connectivity, safety and journey speeds. Investment in road safety is a very
important issue for my constituents, and I am very happy that Major Road Projects Victoria has
worked closely with all community stakeholders. It would be terrific to visit the works with the
minister so we could both see firsthand how formative the upgrade to Hallam Road will be for my
community. I look forward to the minister’s response.
MIDDLE BRIGHTON PIER
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton) (19:15): (2674) My adjournment is to the Premier, and the action I
seek is for the Premier to commit to opening a fully upgraded and safe Middle Brighton Pier in time
for Brighton Rotary’s Great Australia Day Swim, which is based at the pier and raises funds for many
in need each year. The Rotary Club of Brighton is part of the fabric of Bayside. Some would say their
fingerprints are everywhere, through the club’s commitment to community service, social programs
and charitable fundraising. In a few short years the club will celebrate their 50th anniversary, with the
club’s charter being first granted on 24 September 1973.
To put their philanthropic work into some context, the club has raised over $5.5 million for local and
international charitable causes over its lifetime. From a base of 100 members the quantum of this
philanthropy is profound. Let me set out some of the many ways they have helped the community.
One of the club’s most profound achievements was their leading role in forming the Bayside
Community Information & Support Service through an amalgam of three former services. BayCISS
is a not-for-profit charity that provides a range of services to thousands in need each year, including
by providing food and blanket care packages for the homeless.
Another organisation that has benefited from the club is Bayley House, an organisation very close to
my heart that offers support to the intellectually disabled. The club has assisted the house in a number
of ways, most recently with the installation of a kitchen which will allow residents to learn skills in
daily activities with the goal of independent living.
The club has also initiated a number of signature events that are a feature of the year, including the
club’s annual Night of Stars, which was formerly known as the sportsmen’s night. Many of Australia’s
well-known sporting stars have been guests at the event. Over the years the event has raised over
$1 million, partly through their eclectic auctions that once included a live horse. And there is the annual
art exhibition, which has raised almost $600 000, but the event the club and my community is squarely
focused on is the next Great Australia Day Swim. We know that a closed Middle Brighton Pier will
stop next year’s event and stop the club from raising funds for many in need. I look forward to the
Premier’s response.
TREATY ADVANCEMENT
Ms THEOPHANOUS (Northcote) (19:17): (2675) My adjournment is to the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, and I ask the minister to join me in meeting with key Aboriginal organisations
residing within the electorate of Northcote to discuss the government’s work towards treaty and its
work to overcome the systemic and cultural barriers that continue to impact Aboriginal Victorians. I
spoke recently with Esme Bamblett of the Aborigines Advancement League in Thornbury, which has
long fought for racial justice and a better life for future generations of Aboriginal people.
We reflected on the global and local events that have led to the latest groundswell of change, and we
spoke about the many people who have asked what they can do to lend their support to this movement
and how we can collectively do better. Esme reminded me of the words of Tom Calma, a former
Aboriginal social justice commissioner, who stated:
Indigenous peoples are not merely ‘disadvantaged citizens’. The poverty and inequality that they experience
is a contemporary reflection of their historical treatment as peoples. The inequality in health status that they
continue to experience can be linked to systemic discrimination.
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She also reminded me of the mural on St Georges Road, an Aboriginal face looking to the future with
hope. Above his head the justice scales are drawn. They hang with the question ‘Just this’ at one end
or ‘Justice’ at the other.
Minister, there have been 432 deaths in custody since the 1991 Royal Commission into Aboriginal
Deaths in Custody. Aboriginal people are still disproportionately represented in the justice system,
rates of unemployment, children in out-of-home care, chronic health conditions and life expectancy.
Now more than ever I believe it is incumbent on all of us to reflect on our own understandings of race
and privilege in modern Australia. It is important to understand that the journey to self-education and
self-awareness is not always a smooth one, but that should not deter us.
We will make mistakes. We will have blind spots. They will be called out, as they should be, but we
must exercise empathy towards each other in this process and we must persevere, because racism is
an insidious burden, an elusive and corrosive weight placed on certain people to the benefit and profit
of others. It should have no place in our society. Change is incremental, excruciatingly so for those of
us who have been on the receiving end of racial discrimination.
With the leadership of First Nations people and the Premier, we are progressing towards treaty—treaty
that puts Victoria out in front of the nation to enable a greater degree of self-determination that is
backed by law and by funding. Treaty offers hope. Treaty offers an acknowledgement of past failings.
Treaty offers a pathway to a shared future. Minister, I hope that you will join me in these important
discussions with my community.
RESPONSES
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport)
(19:20): What I would just like to say is the member for Forest Hill raised a matter for the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services regarding Whitehorse SES. The member for Nepean raised a matter
for the Minister for Education in relation to Dromana College. The member for Gippsland East raised
a matter for the Premier regarding a recovery fund for the local area. The member for Sunbury raised
a matter for the Minister for Planning regarding a local road project. The member for Benambra raised
an issue for the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change regarding High Country
horses. The member for Macedon raised a matter for the Minister for Education regarding the location
of the new primary school in Gisborne. The member for Mildura raised a matter for the Minister for
Water regarding the trade rule of water. The member for Narre Warren South raised a matter for the
Minister for Transport Infrastructure regarding the Hallam Road upgrade. The member for Brighton
raised a matter for the Premier regarding Middle Brighton Pier. And the member for Northcote raised
a matter for the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs regarding the discussion of a treaty.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The house now stands adjourned until tomorrow.
House adjourned 7.22 pm.

