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Wednesday, 5 February 2020
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair at 9.33 am and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER (09:33): We acknowledge the traditional Aboriginal owners of the land on which
we are meeting. We pay our respects to them, their culture, their elders past, present and future, and
elders from other communities who may be here today.
Business of the house
STANDING AND SESSIONAL ORDERS
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure) (09:33):
By leave, I move:
That so much of standing and sessional orders be suspended today to immediately allow:
(1) the Premier to move a motion about the recent bushfires;
(2) at the conclusion of the motion, the Premier to move to adjourn the house until later today as a mark of
respect;
(3) when the house returns after the adjournment, the order of business to be:
formal business
question time
statements by members
statements on parliamentary committee reports
government business
adjournment (7.00 pm).

Motion agreed to.
Motions
BUSHFIRES
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (09:34): I move that this house:
(1) extends its condolences to the families and loved ones of the five people lost in Victoria’s recent
bushfires;
(2) further extends its condolences to the families and loved ones of the people recently lost in the New
South Wales, South Australia and ACT fires;
(3) notes the far-reaching impact on communities, wildlife and the natural environment;
(4) praises the courage and commitment of all firefighters, emergency services personnel and first
responders in protecting our state;
(5) shows its gratitude to the community members and organisations who have helped in this great time of
need;
(6) thanks the national and international community for their support;
(7) vows to stand with all individuals and communities who were, and continue to be, affected by the
bushfires as they rebuild and recover.

This year on the stroke of midnight on New Year’s Eve, as many Australians were eating, drinking
and enjoying the fireworks, a team of tired volunteers stood on the ash-flecked main roundabout of
Mallacoota. As described by Steve Warrington, chief officer of the CFA, there they downed their
hoses and wished each other a happy new year, having just saved the town and of course its more than
4000 residents and visitors from a raging and indiscriminate inferno. It is a remarkable story of their
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courage and commitment, and yet it is also a stark reminder of a bushfire season unprecedented in its
size and scale. In terms of the numbers it is hard to comprehend the sheer magnitude of its impact:
1.5 million hectares of our state have been lost to flames, hundreds of thousands of animals gone,
hundreds of homes destroyed and of course five families changed forever.
I think few of us will ever forget that terrifying combination of conditions: the soaring temperature,
that hot angry wind and the smoke that obscured the sky. As one local firey put it, ‘It was like hell on
earth’. Those same conditions have come to redefine whole communities: homes and precious
possessions gone, businesses and livelihoods taken and entire sections of entire communities simply
no longer exist. Of course there is no greater loss than that of someone you love. To every family in
every state touched by these terrible fires, we extend our deepest condolences. There are no words that
will ever be enough, but please know that we mourn with you, we grieve with you and we will not
forget those who have been lost. Today and together, we pause to reflect on the enormity of that loss,
to stand with those families in those communities left in its wake and to offer our thanks to the men
and women who put their safety on the line to protect our state.
In the wake of such loss and such inconceivable heartache, it can be hard to find solace. For many the
loss is too raw and the destruction too great, and yet as we reflect on the sheer magnitude of the
devastation, we can find comfort in the courage and compassion that followed. Just as we experienced
the very worst in nature, with it we have seen the very best in our humanity. We saw it in the incredible
self-sacrifice of local CFA crews—men and women who steadfastly waged war with these fires even
as their own homes burnt. We saw it too as firefighters, both volunteer and career, rolled in from every
corner of our state and from around the world to help fight alongside their brothers and sisters in East
Gippsland and the north-eastern High Country. We saw it in the efforts of the green overalls, the staff
of Forest Fire Management Victoria and Parks Victoria—brave, diligent and critical to our state’s
firefighting effort—and we saw it in the work of our first responders, those whose cool, calm
compassion in the face of danger made all the difference. There is of course a much longer list to
acknowledge: the Victoria State Emergency Service, Victoria Police, Ambulance Victoria, the
Australian Defence Force, the Red Cross, our dedicated health care workers and so many, many
more—a gallery of heroes and a collective effort that has undoubtedly saved lives and saved
communities.
To every single firefighter and every single first responder—indeed to every single person who played
a role in our state’s emergency response—on behalf of our Parliament and the people of our state our
heartfelt thanks.
These days there is a lot said about the loss of community spirit, the lack of community spirit—a time
when neighbours and strangers are a little bit more concerned about themselves rather than others and
a little less concerned about the community as a whole. But as we have seen in recent days and weeks,
I do not think that could be further from the truth, because in response to that unprecedented carnage
we saw our community—community in the pure, binding and uniting sense of that word—launch into
action: neighbours helping neighbours, communities helping communities and Victorians supporting
Victorians. It was the simple, often ordinary, acts of kindness that were among the most powerful:
local bakeries who worked around the clock to keep our firefighters fed and full with salad rolls and
give them the support that they needed; the group of Sikh volunteers who arrived in Bairnsdale—very
quickly in Bairnsdale—offering hot meals and a friendly face for evacuated families; the tradies from
all over our nation who have offered up their time to help rebuild communities; and the vets, volunteers
and wildlife carers on the ground rescuing and rehabilitating local animals. That is in addition to the
remarkable work of our charities, too numerous to mention, local councils, who have done an
outstanding job, and so many other community groups, all of whom dropped everything in order to
respond to the call for help.
Just as those people gave their time, energy and skill, hundreds of thousands more gave what they
could. Businesses opened their doors, families opened their homes and Victorians of course opened
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their hearts. So generous was the outpouring that our charities and relief centres were overwhelmed
with donated goods. When the call went out to donate money instead Victorians again swung into
action, with millions upon millions of dollars donated to aid the relief and recovery effort. That
includes our very own Victorian Bushfire Appeal which, thanks to the profound generosity of
Victorians and others, in little more than a month has raised close to $26 million. I can confirm that
some of that money is already with those who need it most, supporting families as they begin to rebuild
their lives, and we are grateful for the work of Pat McNamara and others in making those funding
allocations. Further announcements will follow, and of course it is worth again repeating that 100 per
cent of that funding will go to the direct support of those who have lost everything and their
communities. There is no overhead when it comes to that funding. A dollar given is a dollar that will
be received by those who need it most.
In terms of recovery there is still a very long way to go. Real recovery cannot be measured in days or
weeks; this will take months and years—for some perhaps a lifetime. But already, slowly and steadily,
the shoots of recovery are beginning to emerge. At the beginning of last month I met Kylie and Brett
on their property at Wairewa. They showed me what their farm used to look like before the fires, and
indeed we could see starkly what it looked like afterwards: the huge old majestic trees and their rolling
green hills replaced by a charred and barren landscape. Now, just four weeks on, Kylie reports that
remarkably the gums are beginning to flower, the wallabies are re-emerging and the scorched black
paddock we once looked over is starting to sprout green, transforming the ash with the promise of new
life. As Kylie wrote:
We’re starting to see life among the devastation. It gives us hope that we will get back some of what we love
sooner rather than later.

As I said, the process of rebuilding and recovery will be a long one, but as a government and as a state
we are committed to supporting these communities every single step of the way. That work has already
started, from meeting the most immediate and practical needs of local families, including those most
basic necessities that restore people’s dignity and sense of normality, to the long-term work that is
required to get local communities and local economies back on their feet. That includes the
establishment of Bushfire Recovery Victoria. Reflecting the need for dedicated support service, BRV
will be a permanent and ongoing agency. Already the chair, respected Victorian former Chief
Commissioner of Victoria Police Ken Lay, has hit the ground running. I am very grateful to him. He
has been out in communities and providing a direct voice right into the heart of our government.
There is an old saying that you should begin as you mean to finish, and that is exactly what we intend
to do, resolute in our determination not only to listen to local communities but resolute in our
dedication to actually deliver on their needs.
As I stand here today I wish I could say that this was a chapter that was close to being over, and yet
the truth is that there are still months of Victoria’s bushfire season to go. Indeed right now, as we
gather here today, fires continue to burn across our state and in many parts of our nation. To those who
are out on the front line, today and every day, we extend our deepest thanks. We recognise your
commitment, your dedication and your skill, and we remain vigilant in providing the resources and
the resolve needed to keep Victorian communities safe. As we face this vicious bushfire season
together, we ask that Victorians do the same: remain aware, remain alert and responsive to the advice
provided by emergency services. If you are asked to leave, then you should leave.
As is always the case in our great state of Victoria, we will not be defined by the ruin but instead by
the recovery. As we gather here today, we do so united with our fellow Victorians: united in grief,
united in loss but also united in our determination. We will rebuild and we will recover, because the
spirit of the Victorian people remains as strong as ever, a spirit forged in flames that will continue
burning long after these fires are extinguished.
The SPEAKER: Before calling the Leader of the Opposition I would like to acknowledge in our
gallery the presence of a number of members of our emergency services—a wide range. I hope that
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you are able to take back to all of the members of your organisations the gratitude of this house that is
being expressed today in this chamber.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (09:47): Having been in this house after
Black Saturday, some 11 years ago, it is with a feeling of melancholy that I join with the Premier and
honourable members to again offer condolences to those who have been so affected by deadly and
devastating bushfires across Victoria. In so doing I am very conscious of the fact that these most recent
bushfires continue to burn. The danger remains, and so we give our deepest thanks to those brave men
and women who, even as we speak, are putting themselves in harm’s way to protect the lives and
homes of their fellow Victorians.
The scale of the bushfires this summer is difficult to comprehend: 1.56 million hectares of Victoria
have burned so far, equivalent to around 780 000 MCGs. The most recent advice is that 405 homes
have been lost, along with 653 other buildings; 7000 stock have perished, along with wildlife losses
estimated in the tens of millions if not hundreds of millions. But of course the human toll is the one
that cuts the deepest: 29 people lost in the New South Wales, South Australian and ACT fires, and
five of our fellow Victorians lost. For the families of Mat Kavanagh, David Moresi, Mick Roberts,
Bill Slade and Fred Becker we know that things will never be the same again. Each Christmas, each
birthday, each anniversary will now be missing a dad, a son, a brother, a mate.
To the families of those five brave men who tragically died: I know that we cannot begin to feel your
anguish. Our words seem inadequate because they cannot do justice to your loss and your sense of
grief. But please know that you are in our thoughts, you are in our prayers, and know that your pain is
shared by many because each one of these men killed during the fires was truly courageous. In the
face of danger, they defied fear and they defended life and property. Some wore a uniform, some did
not, but they all died putting themselves in harm’s way, and that takes a special type of courage. I hope
that the families and the friends of Mat, David, Mick, Bill and Fred take some comfort from that.
I was privileged to attend the memorial service for Bill Slade, along with a number of members,
including the Premier. Bill died on 11 January, killed by a falling tree while he was containing a fire
near Omeo. He was a 40-year veteran of Parks Victoria who loved his job so much that his children,
Ethan and Steph, called him ‘Bushfire Bill’. At his memorial we heard the words of his wife, Carol,
about a loving, caring husband and father who was so proud of his family. We heard from Bill’s Parks
Victoria workmates. He was such a legend that the younger employees would high-five each other in
excitement if they found out they were assigned to Bill’s team. He was, as we heard time and time
again, a ripper bloke. And as I looked around at the very large crowd gathered to remember Bill Slade,
it brought home to me how much of a team effort is required to fight these bushfires. There they were:
the green and yellow uniforms of Forest Fire Management Victoria and Parks Victoria; the orange of
the SES; the blue of Victoria Police; the khaki representing the Australian Defence Force; the MFB,
Ambulance Victoria, Emergency Management Victoria and many, many others.
Can I give a special shout-out to our magnificent CFA volunteers. I know that many of you are feeling
bruised by events of recent years. Some of you have told me that you feel like walking away, and some
of you have. But please know this: Victorians love our CFA volunteers. We respect you, we value
you, we need you, and this summer’s bushfires show yet again why you are such an important part of
our community. So today we thank all of our firefighters, our emergency services workers, our first
responders and all who have done themselves and their state so proud in how they have risen to the
challenge of these devastating bushfires. Your service, your professionalism, your commitment and
your courage are exceptional, and your fellow Victorians thank you for it.
As the Premier indicated, bushfires show the worst in nature but also bring out the best in humanity.
And Victorians have been brilliant in coming together to support their state—the countless fundraisers
at schools and churches and mosques and synagogues and temples; the donations to food banks; and
the donations of cash, which have come in their millions. Australians, some famous and many not,
have opened their hearts and their wallets to help their fellow citizens in this time of need. And in my
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many visits to bushfire-affected communities I have seen some examples of what makes us such a
great state: the Sikh community volunteers from Melbourne who set up their food van at the Bairnsdale
relief centre to provide thousands of meals free of charge to evacuees; the ladies who took over the
Lucknow Memorial Hall and organised donations of clothing, toiletries, food and vouchers for people
in East Gippsland who had lost everything; the church ministers on hand to offer counselling, a prayer,
a shoulder to cry on or just an ear to listen; the truckies who donated their time and their fuel to run
feed up to farms—farms where stock had survived the bushfires but then were at risk of starving. This
is our community at its best, when circumstances are at their worst.
I know that a number of members here have had their communities affected by fire. On this side, I
know the members for Ovens Valley, South-West Coast, Eildon and Ripon and others have had fires
in their electorates and have diligently worked to support their communities. But I would like to briefly
mention two of our number: the member for Gippsland East and the member for Benambra.
I think it was about 29 December when I was in my car and a phone call came in from the member
for Gippsland East. He told me in no uncertain terms that things were getting pretty serious and that
most of East Gippsland was going to be evacuated. I did not tell him that my kids were in the back of
the car, and as a result I think they might have learned a couple of new words—but they were
appropriate to describe the situation. I have got to say: from that time onward the member for
Gippsland East has done nothing except work for his community. He has been magnificent. I have
been down there with him, as have many members and I believe the Premier and members of the
government. He has been working day and night, flat out, to make sure that his people get the
information they need and the support they need to help them get through this most difficult of times.
With such a large electorate I do not know how you do it, Bully. I do not know if they are cloning
you—or if they can look to clone you—but on behalf of everyone here, thank you so much for
everything that you have done for your people in Gippsland East.
The member for Benambra is the other person I would like to briefly mention. He has been pulling
double duty, not only working for his community as the member for Benambra and helping to provide
information and provide relief and provide support, but also pulling on the CFA uniform and driving
trucks on strike teams. I was always a bit nervous calling Bill during these fires because I never knew
when I was going to be waking him up. He seemed to be working all the time. I thought, ‘This man
has got to sleep at some point’, but it just did not seem to happen because the member for Benambra,
whether it has been his service in the Australian Army or Victoria Police or as the member for
Benambra, has always been somebody who has put duty to his community first. Bill, on behalf of all
your colleagues here, mate, thank you so much for everything that you have done for your community.
The response comes first, but the recovery is just as important. When you go to the firegrounds and
you speak to the people there, some people are angry and they want answers to questions. We need to
make sure that those people get their questions answered and they are treated with the respect that they
deserve. We need to make sure that the issues which are of concern to these communities, be it issues
such as planned burns, land management or CFA numbers and resources, are carefully and properly
considered, because these are the concerns of the people who have been devastated by these bushfires.
And we owe it to them. We owe them that respect to make sure that their questions are answered. I
commit today that we will continue to work with those communities, give them the respect they
deserve and seek answers to their questions.
I should also say that when the fires are out and when perhaps the public coverage of these issues dims,
that is when the hard work really starts. We need to ensure that these communities are not left behind
when it comes to the recovery. We know that this will not be a quick process. It will not be done in
days or weeks or even months. It will take years. But we owe it to those communities to make sure
that not one of them is left behind. We need to make sure that they are given the support and the
resources they need to get their lives back on track, and this needs to be something which we as a
Parliament, in a bipartisan way, have as a commitment. We cannot afford to let these people down.
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This is a time when we as political leaders have an obligation to step up for the citizens of our state.
Just as so many people, be they volunteers or be they firefighters or others, have stepped up when the
time came, this is the opportunity for us in the political arm of government to step up and make sure
that these communities are looked after. Because they need it. This is what Victorians want, and this
will be our commitment.
These have been devastating bushfires, but through that devastation we have seen examples of why
this is such a great state. It is not just a great state because of its physical beauty; it is a great state
because of the content of the character of its people. For that, we thank you. To those we lost, we
mourn you.
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services)
(09:59): I rise to support the motion. When thinking about what I was going to speak about today,
trying to sum up in a few words what the devastation of these fires has been across East Gippsland
and the north-east of the state for families, communities and businesses, it was hard to narrow that
down. But I think the words that come to mind for me are that it has been a very long period for a lot
of those communities. It has been very difficult; it has been devastating. The word ‘sombre’ sticks
with me, having driven through those communities, met with many people impacted and spoken to
many of our emergency services, and you just feel that physical and emotional toll that it has taken.
The words ‘strength’ and ‘resilience’ stand out for me as well. But, unfortunately, I also have to add
the word ‘tragic’. We have lost five lives as part of these fires. Mick Roberts from Buchan, who was
67, who did not quite make it to the river with his friends and died in his house when he took shelter
there, and Fred Becker, who died in his home at Maramingo Creek near Genoa, lost their lives in the
fires over 30 and 31 December. They were both loved by their families and well regarded in their
communities, and their passing, I think, adds a sense of even greater grief and trauma for those
communities in East Gippsland. I offer my condolences to Mick and Fred’s families and their
communities.
Sadly we also lost firefighters this year. In Victoria three Forest Fire Management Victoria firefighters
lost their lives defending our communities. David Moresi, Mat Kavanagh and Bill Slade were all longterm and loved members of the forest firefighting family but also loved members of the whole of the
emergency services family. Any death that happens like this, whether it is a forest firefighter, a CFA
member or an interstate member, touches every member of the emergency services. I saw that on the
day I was at Swifts Creek not long after Bill’s death, and it had reverberated through the incident
control centre. Every single agency felt the impact of that death. David, Mat and Bill all died protecting
our community. They died in the line of duty. I want to thank the Moresi, Kavanagh and Slade families,
some of whom are here today, for allowing these amazing men to contribute so much to the safety of
our community. Their work has absolutely saved lives and properties. My heart goes out to you,
especially Judi and Carol, and to all the members of the families. Just be assured that their legacy will
continue and that we will continue to pay tribute to the work they have done in the service of our state.
I also had an opportunity during these fires to visit Jingellic, and I want to pay tribute to the New South
Wales RFS firefighter Samuel McPaul, who also died in the line of duty on 30 December. He was
fighting a fire just across the border, a fire that we knew was likely to come into Victoria. They were
working closely with Victorian aircrews to try to get on top of this fire before it crossed the border into
Victoria and caused damage in the north-east. It is extraordinary when you stand there and you see the
photos of the column that had confronted Samuel before it collapsed, and it was the collapsing of that
column and the weather that went with that that caused the truck to overturn. It is an extraordinary
sight. I met with RFS Superintendent Pat Westwood to thank their members and to pay condolences
to their members and those families who also contributed to trying to save Victorian lives and
properties.
This fire season has been very long, and it is not over. We know right now we have got five active
fires. We have got a watch and act—we had two watch and acts last night—and it does not take much
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for these fires in East Gippsland to continue to run. We continue to be extraordinarily dry, so the risk
of dry lightning in other parts of the state continues. We have had over 2900 grassfires and 540 forest
fires since 21 November, when these fires started. That day, 21 November, if people remember, was
only the second code red day that we have called in Victoria, so we knew it had significant risk in
terms of fire behaviour. We had a number of fires that day—in fact there were 150 fire starts—and a
number were embedded in very remote areas of the forest on that day. It was those fires that later ran
towards New Year’s Eve and caused such significant issues.
I remember on 28 December, after a lot of work had gone into preparing for East Gippsland—we
knew it was likely to be difficult to hold these fires—getting the call from the emergency management
commissioner to say, ‘All the weather is coming together. I think we need to make some critical
decisions about asking people to evacuate the area’. That is exactly what we did on 29 December; we
asked people to leave, and many thousands of tourists did leave. Unfortunately for the Mallacoota
community, just as some of those tourists were about to leave, a fire started in their area. The Cann
River-Banana Track fire started from lightning. They were unable to leave, and we have subsequently
seen the photos of those who were left behind on the beachfront there, and the footage. That was
incredibly traumatic for many people. The predictions on the day unfortunately proved correct, and
the Walwa fire started in the north-east. We saw scars on our community in East Gippsland and in the
north-east of the state. On 30 December and 1 January we had 400 fires, so it just gives you a sense of
the impact that has had not only on communities but also our emergency services.
I want to tell a few of the stories. There are some incredible people out there. One of the things that
really touches me as we go out to those communities is the exhaustion of our firefighters, our emergency
services and communities that have lived with these fires. But there is also the incredible dedication and
commitment they continue to have. I remember arriving in Mallacoota just over a week since the fire,
meeting the strike team that was coming in to relieve the local firefighters—a strike team that was
largely career, actually. Rod, the captain of the CFA—when we all turned up and the strike team had
arrived, you could see him relax for the first time in over a week because he could go home and sleep.
I have seen him subsequently, and he certainly looks in a better position now than he did then.
I also remember opening the door to the incident room at the CFA station in Mallacoota and Roscoe
Holmes, who is actually a career staff member from the Ocean Grove brigade, was standing right
there. He had been on holidays in Mallacoota. Basically the fire started and he stayed, and I think he
ended up being there around 10 days trying to assist the local communities. They are just two
examples. Peter White, the Buchan captain, not only did he help save the town and the Buchan Caves
with the Forest Fire Management Victoria team, he also then connected the electricity afterwards
because he is the local electrician. The Bruthen captain, James Nicholas, who runs the general store,
saved the town but also afterwards opened the store up again and provided a source of information to
the community. He said to me, ‘We’ve had so much interest since the fires’. In fact I think Chief
Warrington would say something like 5400 people have joined up to the CFA during this fire period.
It just shows you the dedication of not only our current volunteers but all of those who want to join
and help their communities.
There are so many stories. The SES on the one hand were feeding firefighters and setting up base
camps, but also then fighting fires and putting together recovery for people impacted by storms. There
were Victoria Police members who absolutely risked their lives; there is no question in my mind. They
went into homes as fires came through, headed up ridges and grabbed people from homes. There is no
doubt—I have seen the devastation of those homes—people survived due to the efforts of Victoria
Police members.
There is the ADF, and I can see Michelle in the back there. The ADF have done an incredible job. I
have seen them build fences, cut down trees, help wildlife—an incredible job. I have so much to say,
which I will not, but I am looking at the team sitting up there—our chief officers, Victoria Police,
Nigel Howard representing Graham Ashton, the ADF—an incredible group of leaders and an
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incredible team that sits underneath them, and I want to thank every single one of you. I am privileged
to work with you.
Members applauded.
Ms NEVILLE: I have learned so much. Now I think I know more than most of you—no, you are
fantastic. To every person and every incident controller and everyone on the ground, it has been an
extraordinary effort, and the statistics show that. But it is more than that; it is the properties and lives
that we have saved along the way, and that is testament.
I just want to say to communities that I know it is not just about the money, it is not just about the
clean-up, it is not just about those things that we are there with you. We know it is going to be tough,
and it is more than just days and weeks; it is years. And we are the crutch to stand with you and help
you recover. You will all do it differently, and we will be there for each and every one of you.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (10:10): I join the condolence motion moved by the Premier and
particularly comment on the tragedy of the lives that have been lost here in Victoria and those in New
South Wales and South Australia, as has also been mentioned.
Particularly to the family of David Moresi, who was a contractor working on the Gelantipy fire when
he died as a result of a vehicle rollover—to his wife, Judi, and his children, Kelly, Luke and Nathan—
our deepest condolences.
To the family of Mat Kavanagh, a Forest Fire Management Victoria worker with a long career there
who died in a car crash on the Goulburn Valley Highway—to his wife, Jude, and his two young
children—the house gives its condolences as well.
A lot has been said about Bill Slade, who had a long career at Forest Fire Management Victoria. He
was working on the Anglers Rest fire near Omeo when he was struck by a tree and was tragically
killed. To his wife, Carol, and his children, Ethan and Steph, we give our condolences as well.
Mick Roberts from Buchan was painting his house with two mates before the bushfire hit. We have
heard the stories about Mick and what a character he was in that particular community. We give our
condolences to his family.
Fred Becker, who was a third-generation timber worker in East Gippsland, was exhausted from
fighting and protecting his home and other homes and tragically died of a heart attack the next day.
We offer our condolences to Fred’s family and friends.
No contribution in this house would—and I do not think we can actually—do justice to the effort that
people have put into this bushfire, but we can do our best. To all the volunteers that just untiringly
worked through what has been a very, very long summer and to all those right across Victoria who
gave up their time to go away on strike teams, we give you thanks. It has been an outstanding effort
by all Victorians.
To all our emergency services and all the personnel that work in them—it has been a very long
summer, and, as has already been said, it is not over yet—we do pray and we do hope that we do not
see a repeat of some of the fires we have had this summer. To all those in the emergency services,
thank you very much for what you have done and the leadership you have shown to your organisations
and to the volunteers you have worked with throughout the bushfires.
The timber workers and their machinery are much maligned by some in society, but they have been
out there fighting the fire. They have been out there helping with clearing roads to get people back into
those communities. We give thanks to all those people who gave up their time and brought their
machinery along. I personally saw that work being done between Buchan and Gelantipy after the
fire—clearing the trees, getting in there and making sure people can get back into their communities.

MOTIONS
Wednesday, 5 February 2020

Legislative Assembly

59

The other people that have not been mentioned are all those who work for our power distribution
companies—out there actually making sure that power gets back into the community. There is nothing
worse than having no power. We are so reliant now on having power, so it was all those workers from
the power industry companies who went back out there putting power poles up, reslinging the wires
and getting power into those communities. We thank them.
What we have seen makes us proud to be Victorians, makes us proud to be Australians. All the
generosity from our communities has been much spoken about. Yesterday morning out on the steps
there was the multifaith service with all the different groups that have actually put their shoulder to the
wheel to help those communities. It does make you very proud to be a Victorian.
As has been said many times, these sorts of situations bring out the best in people, but unfortunately
there were a few for whom it actually brought out the worst. I must admit that I was appalled when I
saw the post on social media from the Environment East Gippsland group where they were actually
celebrating the burning of the Eden woodchip mill. Putting up a smiley emoji and saying that this was
really good news for a community that relies on that sector I just think was appalling, and it needs to be
called out. In these circumstances we actually need to all understand what is going on. It is above party
politics. It is above environmental politics. It is above community politics. But to have that post go up
I just think was an absolute insult to that community and to those people that rely on that facility there.
As has been mentioned, can I particularly pay tribute to the MPs from the electorates where these
bushfires have been. A lot has been said about what the member for Gippsland East has done in his
community, and a lot has also been said about what the member for Benambra has done in his
community, particularly as a strike team member. I commend both of those for the work they have
done. Also the member for Ovens Valley has had fire in his electorate, and he came back from his
holidays to be there to assist his community. The guys in East Gippsland have been very well backed
up by Melina Bath, an upper house member, who has tirelessly travelled around her communities
assisting where she can, helping people there as well. And could I also pay tribute to Darren Chester,
my federal colleague, who has done a lot of work in Gippsland. I think being the minister for army
personnel, he actually had a whole army at his fingertips in some ways. I must admit I love those
Chinook helicopters. I would love to have a drive of one of those; they look like a fantastic bit of gear.
But can we thank the army for what they have done through this out there. I saw firsthand what the
army were doing with the hay and with actually clearing trees—helping with all that. They made a
fantastic contribution there.
Can we thank all the people from across Victoria who actually turned up with a semi-load of hay. I
was at the Bairnsdale cattle sale and the trucks just kept rolling in, a lot of them unannounced. They
just loaded the truck up and came to Gippsland; it was fantastic. All these people were actually there
to help. They were not there for the photo-op. They were not there to grandstand. They were there to
help, and we praise them tremendously for that.
I think we need to pay tribute to the commonwealth government. For whatever reasons, a $2 billion
package I think is a fantastic commitment from the commonwealth to actually come for these
particular issues. So well done to all of those people.
A lot has been written about the bushfires, and for those who may not have seen it I encourage them
to go back and actually read Andrew Rule’s article from 4 January—an article that was written by a
person who was actually raised in East Gippsland, who actually understands the issues around fire and
who actually related personal experiences from his family and others in Gippsland. I think that is a
good read that puts into perspective a lot of the debate.
I know this is a condolence motion, but I think I have a responsibility. Particularly in Gippsland and
when I was in Carboor with the member for Ovens Valley and at the Bairnsdale cattle sale—we were
at Gelantipy, we were at Buchan, we were at Sarsfield, Clifton Creek—every person I spoke to raised
the issue of fuel loads. They raised the issue of fuel loads, and they raised the issue of roadside
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vegetation. You could see it firsthand travelling between Buchan and Gelantipy, where because of the
drought the paddocks were actually too bare to burn but the roadside had actually spread the fire to the
next lot of bush. If the roadside vegetation had been managed better, the bushfire potentially could
have been controlled a lot more easily. So they all raised this issue of vegetation management and fuel
load management, and I think I have a responsibility to all those people that raised it with me when I
travelled around the bushfires to actually bring it up in this house.
We had a royal commission from the 2009 bushfires. There were some key recommendations out of
that royal commission. Recommendation 56 is talked about extensively, but there are also
recommendations 60 and 61 about roadside vegetation management. Roadside vegetation, particularly,
is about the spread of the bushfire, but it is also about access back into the community afterwards. If
you have got too much big timber close to the road—and we have seen the tragedy of people being
killed by falling trees—it takes a long time to get those roads reopened. If those roads were better
maintained from a large vegetation point of view, we would not have the issues post fire as well.
Equally the issue was raised up at Carboor, by the CFA up there, of vegetation management under the
high-voltage powerlines—how you actually use that as a firebreak. Yes, there are no big trees there,
but there is a lot of low vegetation that is highly flammable, that used to be cleared once and that is no
longer cleared. As I said, almost without exception at all those communities I went to this whole issue
of fuel load was raised. So I bring it to the house’s attention, and I actually think there is the opportunity
for a parliamentary inquiry. I had the opportunity to be on the parliamentary inquiries into the 2003
and 2006 bushfires. I think we do need a joint parliamentary inquiry of this house to give those people
the opportunity to have their say.
To all those people who helped, thank you very much. To all those people who were generous with
their time as we travelled around and met with people, to those that actually cooked and helped us for
the two days The Nationals were down there rolling out fences and working, to those that actually
provided the salad rolls from the bakery and to those that actually fed us—to Marg Woodhouse, who
had the most beautiful fruitcake for afternoon tea—thank you very much. The Nats were there to
actually get a firsthand understanding of what is involved, and particularly for cleaning up fences,
more hands make light work. We thank them for giving us the opportunity to help them and be part of
their community.
Just to finish, the tragedy of the lives lost—we owe it to those people to make sure we do it better next
time.
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (10:20): Already this year Victoria has endured some of the most devastating fires
in our history. We know that. There has been a lot of commentary around that. It is right and fitting
that today we acknowledge the teamwork and the ongoing effort of our people who are tackling and
will continue to tackle the fires. We know of course is not just fires that are currently alive but new
fires that will inevitably start. We are halfway through a bushfire season.
I want to pay particular respect to our Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMV) people. They have
done an exceptionally fantastic job this year in very, very challenging times. The work has been
outstanding, and we need to reflect on the fact that the efforts to date have been very long, very hard
and very arduous. As I said earlier, we are only halfway through. What we are seeing now may very
well become the new norm, and this is something that we must reflect on when we seek to understand
what has happened and what needs to be done into the future.
The emergency service partners of the CFA and all of those other emergency services have played a
fantastic role, working very, very collegiately, very much as one, united in overcoming these fires and
of course doing the necessary work to prepare for the rest of the season.
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It is right and necessary for me to also acknowledge those particular Forest Fire Management people
who have lost their lives in this statewide disaster. David Moresi, Bill Slade and Mat Kavanagh all lost
their lives defending and protecting their communities and their environment. They did that for the
love of the work that they did for their communities, the love of being outside and really a love of their
environment. I do want to acknowledge David Moresi’s family, who are here today with us. Judi is
here, with Kelly, Nathan and Barbara. Bill Slade’s family are represented by Stephanie and her partner,
David.
David Moresi was working with heavy machinery operations, supporting the establishment of
important control lines as part of the firefighting efforts. He was a very highly valued member of the
Forest Fire Management suppression team. He was a very knowledgeable bushman. He had worked
in Gippsland for many, many years. Local staff say that they will sorely miss David as a neighbour, a
friend and a work colleague. They describe his giving nature and strong commitment to his family and
the wider community. They knew him to always go out of his way to help other people, giving his
time to assist both his local community and communities in need overseas.
Mat Kavanagh was a dedicated family man who joined the FFMV in 2007 as a project firefighter
based in Alexandra. Mat worked as a natural environment program officer and was known as a
passionate protector of the environment, particularly greater gliders, and for his love of fly fishing. A
funny, much-loved and respected team member, Mat always took advantage of the chance to learn
more, and his friendliness and welcoming nature was familiar to all. He leaves behind his partner,
Jude, and two children, Reuben and Kate.
Bill Slade will be remembered as a loving husband to wife Carol and doting father to his children,
Ethan and Steph, and as they say, a ripper bloke to his work colleagues and the Wonthaggi community.
Bill was a veteran of Parks Victoria with more than 40 years of service. He was an experienced
firefighter known for his passion and for mentoring younger firefighters. He was the person you would
want to show the ropes to new project firefighters, with his skills, good humour and commitment to
safety. I do extend my deepest sympathies to all of their families, friends and workmates.
I of course want to acknowledge Mick Roberts and Fred Becker, who loved their communities, were
greatly loved themselves and will be remembered for the great people that they were. My condolences
also extend to their families and friends.
These tragedies do bring into sharp focus the realities of the harshness of the environment in which
our firefighters all work and of course the communities who choose to live in these wonderful places
in Victoria. They live there because they love it, and community is what drives them and keeps them
together through the good times and the bad times.
In this fire season more than 2800 firefighters and incident management team personnel from Forest
Fire Management have been deployed across the state, and that includes people whose normal jobs
are not in firefighting or incident management control. People who work on policy, biodiversity and
land management all come out together, as they do each and every time there is a bushfire season, no
less so this time round. I think it is important for us to reflect on that. There is very much an effort and
a surge of support that comes from right across the community, from volunteer firefighters right across
to people who are paid to do these things and also to people who are paid to do other work. They come,
they are freed up and they go in and support communities in that effort. We are all Victorians when it
comes to that matter.
We have also had outstanding support from international colleagues—from the US, Canada, New
Zealand and the Pacific Islands—with 212 international and interstate personnel supported by more
than 30 aircraft. We are also receiving much-needed and much-appreciated support from the ADF,
together with international defence personnel from New Zealand, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Japan and
Singapore. It is no small task—and none of us will ever forget this—to leave loved ones to travel,
often, to other parts of the world, to very unpredictable and for many unknown circumstances and
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surroundings. But they do this. They do it willingly, knowing that they trust the people who receive
them here in Victoria and knowing that they will be looked after and their welfare will be the first
priority, as it is for anyone else from Victoria. It is so vital for us to acknowledge that.
Another point I want to raise is the fact that we have very much seen unprecedented impacts on the
environment—unprecedented in terms of the amount of land, and public land in particular, that has
been burnt and the impact on plant species and wildlife. I raise this for a number of different reasons.
One reason it is really important for us to reflect on this is that we know from bitter experience that
part of the healing for any community is intrinsically tied to the healing of their environment. This is
really important for us to remember as we think about how we actually help in that restoration, if you
like, and the efforts that are needed—and there are going to be massive efforts needed. A lot of that
support has already been rolled out to many communities. A whole range of support services have
been made available—tangible ones—and as someone who has responsibility for the oversight of
public land, I say there will be no less effort in terms of the rehabilitation and healing of the natural
environment.
I just reflect on the fact that we know that at this point we have lost more than 1.5 million hectares to
693 fires covering that area. Most of the area that has been impacted is national parks, public land
reserves, forests and the like. Of course that really helps us to begin to focus on what the task ahead is
and the fact that so many communities do live in these environments. They value them and they receive
economic benefits from them, because there is obviously a lot of tourism that hinges on the value that
we have here in the environment. The road ahead is a heavy road. It will be a road that will take many,
many months if not years to repair, but it is one that we are absolutely dedicated to taking together
with communities, in consultation with them. Putting their needs first will always be at the forefront
of all actions that we take, including the healing of that natural environment.
The sooner we can get many of these parks opened up to communities, the sooner we will start to get
the economic rehabilitation happening too, which is really, really critical as a way of understanding
that getting into these communities and helping them in every way possible takes many, many different
forms. I think it is important for us to reflect on that.
I just want to say finally, as I said at the start, the fire season is not over. There are many, many hours,
days, weeks and potentially months ahead, and that will become an increasing drain on the people who
are fighting fires, the people who are staffing the incident control centres and the people who are not
doing their usual duties as part of the broader government family. We need to cast our minds to that,
we need to understand that and we need to also appreciate that the longer this goes on, the more tired
people will become, the greater support they will need, the greater the effort will need to be and the
greater the focus will need to be from all of us—across the aisles—on understanding what is important
to help communities get through this very, very difficult time.
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (10:30): It saddens me to have to rise again in this house to speak on
another tragedy. We seem to have way too many. Victoria has suffered greatly from the fires burning
in the north-east and in East Gippsland. We know fires continue to burn, and we hope and pray that
they remain contained, knowing that we still have many weeks of summer before us. We think also of
our families, friends and community members in New South Wales, South Australia and the ACT
who have suffered.
The fires have been quite devastating in Victoria. We know over 1.5 million hectares have been burnt,
much of this in forested areas, and 400 homes and buildings have been taken. There has been massive
stock loss and of course an awful, devastating impact on wildlife because so much of the forested areas
were burnt. We all saw those awful images, and we know that this loss also includes threatened species.
Communities have been hit very hard. They have lost a lot. But what they have not lost is their
community spirit, as people in times like this come together and we see the best in so many people.
We have had a wonderful response. People have donated so much. People have donated money and
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goods. I was at the relief centre in Wangaratta and was overwhelmed by the amount of goods that
were donated. Hay and fodder have also been donated, and last week in Corryong it gave me great
heart to see many, many trucks with 20 rounds on the back of them, delivering hay to the communities
up there that lost so much. People have offered land for agistment as well. I think we have seen just
such a wonderful opening of hearts as people think about those that have been hit very hard.
We know also that a number of families have been hit very hard, especially those who have lost a
loved one and people who have lost their mates. Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMV) lost three
people. It is devastating for them, their families, their colleagues and certainly their leadership and
management. I have thought about them quite a lot. We have had David Moresi. Mat Kavanagh in
Alexandra in my electorate was well known and well loved. We have had Bill Slade as well down at
Wonthaggi, and others including Mick Roberts and Fred Becker also lost their lives. Mick Roberts of
Buchan actually had very strong connections with Healesville, and the impact that it has had on his
mates that were with him on that day has been quite devastating. I know that the colleagues of those
that were lost at Forest Fire Management Victoria, certainly in my area, have felt it very strongly.
Everyone in the area is thinking so much of them, their families and their friends.
What this is is a timely reminder for us to think about our first responders and what they do and how
they really do put themselves in harm’s way at times like this. We have had the CFA volunteers, we
have had the FFMV, Parks Victoria, the SES, the defence force and the police and we have had the
timber workers roll up their sleeves and become actively involved as well, and these all need to be
praised for their roles. They have been supported also by many others from Melbourne and Geelong
who have come to help out but also by those from interstate and overseas.
I want to mention Healesville Sanctuary, which has done a remarkable job helping to rehabilitate and
treat injured koalas. I went out there and was able to see firsthand from the head there, Ross
Williamson, and Gerry Ross, who is in control of the hospital there, what they are doing and how they
are doing it. Their plan is to release them quickly back into the wild so that they can reclaim some of
their areas. It is really heartwarming to see, actually, the triage centres that were set up and how quickly
they were managing to get on with this and to deal with it.
I also want to take a moment to think about our young people. Many of these are returning to school
having lost homes. Some have had to move out because their homes have been damaged, or they have
lost farms, fences and stock. Some of them, children as young as 10, were helping out on the front
line—not spot fires but around their homes and properties. We had people watch and participate in the
putting down of stock. That is devastating for any farmer, and I think on the young minds of people
that have had to watch that it is equally devastating.
The recovery will be tough, and it will be slow. We all need to make sure that it is given the best
chance that it can, and I just want to mention my colleagues the member Benambra and the member
for Gippsland East for their roles. The member for Benambra, on a strike team, saved a pub, and I
think that it is worth being on the record.
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education) (10:35): Like other members, it is with a
heavy heart that I rise to speak on this condolence motion about the fires over this summer. As it has
been said, the fires continue and we are not anywhere near out of this year’s fire season. More than
10 years after Black Saturday, very closely following from the 10-year anniversary debate that we had
in this house, it is difficult to speak about this again, but we must—first and foremost to send our
sincere condolences to the families of the five lives lost and importantly to give our thanks to our
emergency services, our volunteers and our communities that have just done such an amazing job over
the last several weeks and months.
Megs and I and the kids go to Bright every summer. It is the best two weeks of the year for us. Her
family has been going there for generations and generations. For the first time ever, we got the call
from Emergency Management Victoria, the emergency alert, to evacuate from Bright. So we calmly
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but quickly packed up the van, and we could see everyone else in the caravan park doing exactly the
same thing. I guess this is one of the important community changes from Black Saturday: the
emergency alerts go out and the response from the community is immediate. ‘You need to leave’, and
people left. We travelled to Benalla to Wendy’s place, who is a relative of Megs. We stayed there for
the night and then we found a caravan park in Yarrawonga where we could continue the holiday. I
returned to Melbourne for a security and emergency management committee meeting and then drove
back to Yarrawonga to be with the family, and it was quite an eerie drive—hardly anyone on the road
and smoke everywhere.
Wendy, who we stayed with in Benalla, works at the Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning, and she was just about to be called up. Like most people who work in DELWP in regional
Victoria, they are ready, willing and able to be called up immediately to help in an emergency. When
I arrived back in Yarrawonga, Wendy arrived and we chatted all night. We had five people lose their
lives. Mat Kavanagh was one. We spent the night talking about Mat Kavanagh because Wendy was a
friend and a colleague of Mat in DELWP. She talked about how funny and larger than life Mat was.
She talked about how on Mondays he would love to come back to work and show photos of Reuben
and Kate, his son and daughter. She spoke about his love of fly fishing, as the minister talked about.
She spoke about how he was a rising star in DELWP, and he was prepared to take that next step in his
career. He had been groomed to take up that next leadership role, and he was just about ready to do
that and had those conversations with the team in DELWP in north-east Victoria. She was devastated.
As we have heard from both ministers and the Premier, the impact of these lives lost, particularly the
Forest Fire Management family, this is devastating for every single person who was associated with
these fine people. So to Jude, to Reuben and Kate, to the families of the other four who lost their lives,
my sincere condolences to you. They will not be forgotten.
Black Saturday was very much a story of massive loss of life. The story of these fires is the loss of
five people but also, right across the eastern seaboard, a massive geographic impact and a loss of
wildlife that is simply hard to comprehend in terms of how devastating these fires have been. I join
with all members of this place in thanking all of our emergency services—CFA, Red Cross, Victoria
Police, SES, Forest Fire Management Victoria, the ADF; all of them have been outstanding—and all
of the community organisations that immediately step up in times of emergency.
But I also want to talk about our schools, our school communities and our school leaders. We often
say as members of Parliament our schools are the heartbeat of local communities—it rolls off the
tongue easily—but it is in times of disaster and emergency that you truly see the meaning in those
words of our schools being the heartbeat of our communities. I will give you a couple of examples.
Corryong: at 6.00 pm on New Year’s Eve there was a request to open Corryong P–12 College as a
relief centre, the 7–12 campus. The assistant principal, Chrissie McKimmie, a well-known local, went
immediately to the school. The fire moved very, very swiftly. The roads into Corryong quickly became
closed and the ability of other relief centre staff to reach Corryong was very limited. Ideally when you
open a relief centre you have got scores of Department of Health and Human Services staff and other
support staff there ready to support the community. As it was in Corryong there was Chrissie, there
was the local police officer, a police chaplain and local branch members of the Red Cross. That was
it; that was the team. Together they stepped up and stayed all night helping with the coordination of
the centre. Chrissie played a key role in communicating to members of the public and supporting those
in need. People just flocked to that centre. The emergency services messages were directing residents
of Corryong to the relief centre at the school. There were messages to people attending a festival in
the Nariel Valley who were evacuated. Residents from Cudgewa and those who were travelling on the
Omeo Highway were turned back to Corryong due to the fires. At its peak there were about
600 people, and Chrissie and this small band of locals were doing the best that they could to support
them. I want to thank Chrissie for her outstanding efforts and strong leadership. There were some
14 other members of staff at Corryong P–12 who were actively defending their properties, and have
been since New Year’s Eve.
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Tallangatta Secondary College was used as a staging site for DELWP and the CFA. Firefighters were
accommodated in a literal tent city at Tallangatta, and they left just before the kids arrived back to
school.
You have many staff in rural areas who are volunteer members of their local CFA. The principal of
the Alpine School for leadership, Mark Reeves, is a member of his Marlo brigade and was on active
duty, as were many more, many not just staff but students as well, as the Deputy Leader of the Liberal
Party mentioned.
Mallacoota P–12 became a staging area for the ADF, supporting Operation Bushfire Assist. The
principal of Mallacoota P–12, Tim Cashmore, was on site during the fire event and the recovery
efforts. Assistant principal Kathy Scott and business manager Rebecca Cashmore were there providing
support throughout. The school and Department of Education and Training staff were instrumental in
setting up a youth drop-in centre, which was particularly appreciated by local young people in the area.
Cann River P–12 was a hub for the local community. The school was used as a neighbourhood safer
place in association with police, Red Cross and the CFA. My thanks to principal Bruce Spink.
Education support staff member Kelly Edebohls was there, hard at work for the school community.
Orbost Secondary was used as a staging area. Principal Peter Seal remained on site throughout the
crisis, supporting not only his school but other Orbost schools as well.
Bairnsdale Secondary played host to hundreds of ADF personnel; my thanks to Trudie Nagle.
At Bruthen Primary School acting principal Michelle Young remained in constant contact with her
community.
At Swifts Creek P–12 principal Robert Boucher was on the ground the whole time, providing a vital
point of contract.
Clifton Creek Primary School principal Sue Paul has been a huge support for the local community in
the aftermath of the devastating fires that destroyed that school. As the rebuilding process begins, our
schools and school leaders are working together in times of hardship. My thanks to Nicholson Primary
School and principal Sue Clague for being so welcoming to Clifton Creek students and staff. We
created a little Clifton Creek Primary School at Nicholson Primary, and the kids have been wonderful.
It gives you a sense of what we mean when we say our schools are the heartbeat of our communities.
Alongside all our emergency services personnel there are many others who are doing fantastic work.
We will be with them every step of the way. We have announced, as the Premier said, a range of
supports. That includes $16 million directly to our schools, and that goes to a range of things. It is
direct financial hardship—so support for camps, sports and excursions, support for uniforms and other
materials students need through State Schools Relief, and we have got hardship grants—but it is also
about wellbeing. One of the lessons learned from Black Saturday is the importance of leadership in
schools and the impact of trauma on staff and on students over a long period of time. So not only are
we providing additional mental health practitioners in those school communities, but we are also
providing expert trauma teams to work with principals, school leadership and school councils, giving
them the tools they need to support their school communities in the weeks, months and years ahead.
We will continue to provide the support that all our schools need.
Can I conclude by also thanking the local members, particularly the members for Benambra and
Gippsland East. We will continue to work with both members, from my perspective, in terms of
schools. We had a discussion with the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party yesterday. For local schools,
either in an infrastructure sense or in an ongoing wellbeing support sense, we will continue to provide
all the support that those schools need.
In closing, can I also echo the words of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. As a former
Minister for Emergency Services, I give my thanks to the leadership of our emergency services. To all
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of you: you have done an outstanding job, and through you to your teams of volunteer and career
emergency service personnel I give the thanks of this place and the entire Victorian community.
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (10:48): I rise to support this condolence motion, and in doing so
recognise all those who lost their lives in this period across the country but particularly the three
residents from my own electorate, in Dave Moresi, Fred Becker and Mick Roberts. I knew each of
these gentlemen to varying degrees, it is probably fair to say—not all well, but I certainly knew them
all, and I would like to make a few comments about each.
Mick Roberts is a bit of a Buchan legend—yes, I did say ‘Buchan’. He had a very, very dry sense of
humour and was very, very well respected in his community. I was in Buchan just a couple of days
after that town was ravaged by fire. I had been to a community meeting. I was sitting down having a
beer in the bar and I was having a chat to a bloke called Craig Woodgate. After about 10 minutes of
having a yarn, it was Craig who opened up and told me that he had actually found Mick after the event.
It left me quite speechless for a while. You are sitting there with the rawness of talking to this man
who had just found one of his great mates after this incident. Yes, it certainly hits home. Mick will be
remembered obviously as a bit of the larrikin that he was. He liked a laugh, but he was as tough as
nails, and he never really whinged or complained about anything that was irrelevant. He was a man’s
man and he was a salt-of-the-earth type of bloke.
Fred Becker, as the Leader of The Nationals pointed out, was a third-generation timber worker. It is
probably fair to say that I have been on the receiving end of a few bursts from Fred and his brother,
Ron, over the years on various issues, but he was a great fellow. In flying into Mallacoota last week
and just walking around the community I was taken aback to a degree by the amount of different
people who mentioned to me what a loss he will be to that community. He was held in very, very high
regard in the far east. The amount of people that speak fondly of Fred is I think testament to how he
was regarded in such an important part of that region.
From a personal perspective the loss of Dave Moresi was probably the one that hit home the hardest. I
was brought up and raised in a little place called Metung. When you live in Metung you play football
for Swan Reach—or Swanny, as it is probably better known. As a young bloke being raised I invariably
played footy for Swanny. Every young player wants to be the flashy full forward who takes a mark and
kicks a goal. When I rocked up there back in the day—a fair while ago now, about 35 years or a bit
longer—Dave Moresi was the full forward for Swan Reach. I thought Dave was pretty good; I wanted
to be a bit like Dave, taking those marks and kicking those goals. In later years I got into coaching and
Dave took up umpiring, and it is probably fair to say, Judy, that we did have a few chats to differing
degrees on the field at different times, but I always had an enormous amount of respect for Dave. He
loved his sport, he loved the outdoors and he loved his family. The best way to describe Dave is, quite
simply, as a good bloke. All these three men will be greatly missed by the East Gippsland community.
I want to also thank, as other speakers have done, those who assisted in both the fire fight and the
clean-up: the firefighters from the CFA and the various government agencies, the defence personnel
and special thanks to our timber industry in East Gippsland. These timber workers are such an
important part of our community. When we have a situation like we had, they are at the forefront
cutting firebreaks; they are at the knife’s edge of these disasters. Then when it had passed, they were
the guys who were pushing the trees off the roads to get our roads open. I certainly thank them
enormously for the great work that they did in our community.
The generosity, both local and statewide, has been absolutely incredible. We ended up having to turn
around trucks that were coming into town with clothes, food items and the like. The examples of
generosity are probably too great to mention, but I will give just a couple of very quick ones. We had
people dropping into the relief centre offering the keys to their homes for people who had lost their
own places to stay. We had a gentleman who dropped off the keys to a new car just to gift it to someone
who had lost their car. We had a stage where we had to get nappies into a remote community by
chopper, and as we were feverishly running around the supermarket getting all the nappies that we
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could get, a couple from Melbourne who were on their way home because they had to evacuate just
ran their credit card through and paid the $890 bill and said, ‘That’s our contribution’, and then walked
out the door. We did not even know their names. We had truck drivers running into town, doing it
very tough themselves on the back of drought and hardship, who just felt that they had to contribute.
Talking to those people is very humbling.
I want to thank the MPs on all sides of the chamber here for the calls, the support and the visits of
assistance. I want to thank Ben Foster from the Premier’s office, who was pretty much on fast dial
nearly every day. We managed to sort quite a few things out, which was good. We need bipartisan
support when these sorts of things occur.
While all the help and support was fantastic, we also need to look at how we can do things better and
how we can alleviate problems in the future. There are two issues that stand out that our Nationals
leader touched on, and I want to just touch on them briefly. It is unacceptable to have the Princes
Highway closed for a month. We just cannot have that. It is the second time it has happened in recent
years. It was costing some of our freight companies $100 000 a week. It isolated communities that did
not need to be isolated for that long. And as a Parliament—all of us—I think we need to have a rational,
commonsense approach to roadside clearing that avoids that occurring again in the future.
In relation to fuel loads in the bush—and I know that this has been a contentious issue for quite some
time and there are differing points of view on this—we need to do better. There is a map in my office
downstairs now that shows the effectiveness of where we did fuel reduction burns last year. The fire
did not burn through those areas; it touched on some but it did not burn through any of those areas—
and they stopped the fire on a large number of fronts. We look at the Tostaree fire in 2014. That fire
was going to threaten Orbost and knock Orbost over. It hit a fuel reduction burn area right out in the
middle of nowhere, out the back of Waygara. The combination of it hitting that fuel reduction burn
area in the wider bush and the quietness of the night allowed the firefighters to get it under control.
So as a Parliament, I think, yes, we can look at strategic burning—absolutely we need to do more
around townships—but we also must do fuel reduction burns in the wider landscape. Every summer
we go in and we put out 300 to 500 lightning strikes, as we need to do to protect towns—we need to
do that. But in doing that we alter the balance of nature, and then we do not restore it at other times of
the year. We need to have a think about the way we handle those things both from an environmental
perspective and a community safety perspective.
I just want to finish off in my brief amount of time by talking about the way forward. We have been
hit hugely economically. You could not have organised the timing to be any worse for our businesses
in East Gippsland. For the fires to come on 29 December and run through most of January and to have
the highway closed all that time has decimated and devastated our business sector, and they need more
supports. So whilst the business mentoring is handy, whilst the tax relief is handy and whilst the money
to local government to support business with rate subsidies is handy, in this instance it is not going to
cut it. We need direct financial supports. The Premier and I had a brief discussion this morning, and I
am also having these discussions with my federal colleagues. If we do not give them direct support,
they will close, and those businesses will not be there for when we get back on our feet. So I put that
on the record and state that we need to do better in that regard going forward. We have been hit hard.
We are on our knees in East Gippsland—I think everyone knows that. We will get up again, we will
punch on again, but we are going to need a little bit of extra help to do it. Thank you.
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers) (10:58): First and foremost, I am up here obviously to support the motion of
condolence. My condolences go to those families who have lost loved ones, those who have lost their
houses and those who have lost their livelihoods and their stock. I also very much wanted to say thanks
to those in the emergency services for the marvellous work they do and also locally to my Narre
Warren North CFA, which has done a lot of work supporting other firefighters from one end of this
state to the other.
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I recently had the opportunity to go and visit members of the community who were assisting in other
ways—not directly fighting the fires but assisting behind the scenes. I was fortunate to visit
Yarrawonga Health recently and meet with Elaine Mallows and her team. They had moved 19 people
from the Corryong aged-care facility overnight. They literally had warning overnight that they were
receiving 19 new residents, and they had to move very quickly. The average age of these residents was
over 91 years, so these are very vulnerable residents, and it was done magnificently.
Many of the staff had cancelled leave to be there to assist with these residents. Many of these staff had
holidays literally planned, about to go, and actually stopped them straightaway and came together. As
Elaine Mallows and her team said, it was about the community in Yarrawonga working together. It
was about the local GPs coming in to provide checks to the 19 residents who had been moved down
from Corryong. It was about the local pharmacist coming in to assist with scripts immediately to ensure
these people had the medicines they needed. It was about public and private coming together as a
community—no division and beautiful, passionate staff. I have said hello to many of them—hello but
also thank you. It was just to quietly go around and say thank you—not to make a scene, just to support
them in the marvellous work they were doing.
I did have an opportunity to visit one resident—a lady called Olive Button. She is not related to John
Button. Elaine and her team had asked whether she would like to speak to a minister, and she said she
would be very happy to speak to a minister as long as it was a Labor minister, funnily enough. She is
from Corryong, so I am not sure that is usually the hunting ground we are looking for. Olive had had
12 children, and I said to Olive, ‘Well, I’m surprised you weren’t in the aged-care facility a lot earlier,
Olive, having had 12 children! You’ve done very well’. She actually lived in Tumbarumba as she was
raising her children and then had obviously gone into the Corryong aged-care facility. But I did ask
Olive how things had gone. As she said, they had been on a 3-hour trip. They had had to be carried
out of the buses and transferred out of one facility into another. She said the staff had just made it so
easy. They had been so supportive and had just done the right thing.
Overall, our aged-care facilities and Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) teams moved
110 people during that period from Corryong, Bright, Mount Beauty and Orbost, and it was just done
so well and so smoothly, with so little notice. It just highlighted the importance of people coming
together, supporting one another.
I also had the opportunity to visit the DHHS Wangaratta office, where we had the regional emergency
operations centre. I called them the Wiggles because they were all in different-coloured jackets,
obviously for the work they were doing. But these people had come from far and wide in DHHS.
Many, again, had cancelled their holidays. They were from Box Hill; they were from Preston. They
were literally in there to assist in this difficult time, and the spirit of wanting to help one another was
just very obvious—the support for one another. This is why we are also, obviously at the same time,
having to backfill roles in child protection, backfill roles in human services and set up the personal
hardship assistance program payment mobile teams, who went to Buchan, Gelantipy and many other
areas. Look, in many ways I know that some of this work is work that they do each day, say, in child
protection and family services, but let us be very clear that they did not have a full contingent of staff,
they are working incredibly hard, and many other people have stepped up to different roles to actually
ensure we can provide the support that people need during these difficult periods.
Lastly, I had the opportunity to visit Gateway Health with Leigh Rhode and her team. I guess the
simple message I got there from Greg Calder—and this should have been pretty obvious to me, but
sometimes you do not think about these things; you are just sort of paying a visit to say thank you
more than anything else—is that this is continually retraumatising people, because at the end of the
day they have settled back into their towns, and then they are told to move again. Then they have got
to settle back in; then they are told to move again. He said it will be different from Black Saturday in
the sense that the trauma is ongoing. People have had to move back and forth multiple times, and he
says the recovery will take a lot longer.
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More than anything else it highlighted to me that we have got a marvellous community that works
together incredibly well in these very difficult times. I really just wanted to say thank you to them but
to also thank the various local governments—East Gippsland shire, Towong and Alpine— and the
Victorian Council of Churches, the Australian Red Cross, Ambulance Victoria, the Salvation Army
and St John Ambulance. Also thanks to Windermere—a local service provider in my area that is doing
a lot of work down in the Gippsland region, including expanding on the work which they were doing
with the Bunyip case management program—Gateway Health, Cohealth, Anglicare Victoria, the
Upper Murray Family Care, Gippsland Lakes Complete Health, the Gippsland and East Gippsland
Aboriginal Co-operative and the Financial and Consumer Rights Council. Thank you all for that
marvellous work you do quietly but surely behind the scenes.
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (11:05): I rise to support the bushfires condolence motion before the
house put by the Premier and support the Premier, the minister, the Leader of the Opposition, the
Leader of The Nationals and particularly my local colleagues. I know the member for Benambra will
be speaking shortly, as will the member for Gippsland East. First of all I think it is very important, as
mentioned, that we do note that the fires are still going across Victoria and we still have emergencies
going on today where strike teams are continuing to be called out and volunteers, career firefighters,
Victoria Police, the SES and all of our personnel are continuing on the ground over such a long period
of time. They are continuing that today while we are in here talking about this motion. I think it is
important we send to them our strength and our commitment that we will stick with them no matter
how long this takes and also remind communities, particularly communities like mine, which is up
through the Dandenong Ranges—and the member for Monbulk represents a high fire danger area—
that fire season almost has not really begun through those areas, so there is still a potential that you are
going to end up with a very dry season through areas like that. If anyone can take messages from what
has happened so far over the fire season that we have seen from November up until now, take advice
from the emergency services. If you get a warning in your area, leave, because we cannot afford people
not to.
Can I thank all the emergency services. It has been magnificent to see them on the ground—not just the
volunteers on the ground and the career firefighters but the leadership shown on the ground—and to
actually go out there and speak to firefighters who have been guided correctly and understand a lot of
the things that are going on. There are always things we can do better, and it is always easy to talk about
them. They are things we can assess later, but right at the moment I want to pass on a thank you to all
of you, specifically to Chris Hardman. I know it has been really tough, Chris. As the chief of Forest Fire
Management Victoria, they are your family. I know that you are committed to the job that you have
done, and I know that the FFMV team so respect everything you have done with them, not just on the
fireground but the support for the families and the support for the communities that you represent. You
should be congratulated, because it has been so tough for you. You have never given up on your team,
and you will always stay with them, so thank you very much for the work you do, Chris.
The five people who have tragically lost their lives include David Moresi, who died when his vehicle
rolled down an embankment. I know that Chris spoke very kind words about him as a contractor. He
was as important as the firefighters themselves. He said Moresi was a ‘pillar to the community’ and a
‘dedicated educator’. He loved the bush, and he inspired so many people to be in the great outdoors.
He was the voice of our community in the outdoors and made sure that we have more people more
active out in the bush and made sure that the government provides opportunities for that. That is a
great protection for the future. He was also a person who delivered for schools in Thailand and other
countries, so it was not just about his community; it was about the whole of the world. He actually
cared about people generally.
Mick Roberts of Buchan, as the member for Gippsland East said, was a well-known cattleman who
stayed to defend his 180-hectare property. He lost his life trying to protect the life that he loved. His
grand-nephew told the ABC that he was someone you could look up to. He was a true hero of the
community. He was respected, and he will be missed by family and friends and the local community.
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We have heard of Fred Becker, who after 24 hours fighting the fires at his home lost his life at his
house trying to protect, again, the home that he loved.
We have heard about Mat Kavanagh from Thornton, a father of two. It always hits harder when you
hear ‘the father of two’ or ‘a mother’ or ‘a parent’. It always hits harder when you can put yourself
into that position. He lost his life whilst on duty as a Forest Fire Management Victoria staff member
and will be remembered for his friendly and welcoming nature and his passion for the environment
and fly fishing, as we have heard before. He leaves behind his wife, Jude, and children, Reuben and
Kate, and we send out our thoughts and strengths to Mat’s friends and colleagues.
I had the opportunity and honour to attend the funeral of Bill Slade with the Leader of the Opposition—
and I know the Premier was down there as well—to pay our respects to someone who gave up their
life for our community. He gave 40 years of service in the community protecting the environment and
educating the next generations on the importance of giving back. Bill had been acknowledged just
prior to this for his 40 years of service to Parks Victoria and his level of continuous dedication. His
colleagues spoke of a much-loved friend, colleague and member of the Wonthaggi community. Bill
gave back to the community in many ways, from sport to community groups, and he also worked with
people just to give them a hand. I send out my thoughts to his wife, Carol, and his children, Steph and
Ethan. When you hear about someone like him at that funeral, one thing you would say is that he was
a person you would have loved to have known and that he was a person you would have loved to have
sat down and had a beer with. We heard his children, Steph and Ethan, speaking about the passion that
he showed for his family, his passion for the community and the respect and values that he was passing
on to them. Steph raised in the funeral the fact that Ethan was the academic of the two children—he
was obviously involved in the education side—and that Steph was very hands-on, able to rebuild a
fence and construct things around the property. The words that Steph recalled from her dad just before
he left about a week prior were, ‘How did I end up with my best son being my only daughter?’. She
was so hands-on in that property and someone who will miss, obviously, his education and lessons.
Let us hope that the community will continue to support them.
Thank you to all of our emergency services, career and volunteer, who have dedicated many hours:
the CFA, MFB, SES, Red Cross, Ambulance Victoria and St John Ambulance. The ones that I think
have been overlooked a little bit in there have been in particular the local councils. The councils on
the ground in those areas have felt so much pressure, some of them being smaller councils, and I thank
other councils surrounding them and across Victoria who have sent staff down to assist where they
can with expertise, with knowledge or just with someone to go down and show them support. I know
Cardinia council has recently sent down people to East Gippsland and up to the north-east, and the
reason they have done that is that they had fires just over 12 months ago and understand the impact
that they can have on your staff within the council. So I would like to make sure that we do thank all
the councils out there that have sent staff down and that have actually helped out in the bushfire areas
where they can. My thanks to local organisations, to the Sikh community in my electorate, who have
been very proactive, to many other multicultural communities who have proven that when times of
tragedy happen we come together as one—it is just so important that we do—and to all the others. The
member for Gippsland East mentioned someone paying for nappies and someone who donated one
slab of water to help out the community. Every single one of them needs to be thanked and
acknowledged.
One thing that I will endorse, listening to the member for Gippsland East and the way he put it, is that
we do have to consider in the future exactly how we deal with bushfire management—how we are
dealing with that across the whole board and how we are making sure that fire prevention is something
that we are considering—because at the end of the day it is about communities and it is about lives.
We have had more than 1.5 million hectares burnt this year—1.5 million hectares in one fire that has
gone through Victoria. It is devastation, it is lives lost and it is things that we cannot afford not to
consider when we are looking at the future and how we can best protect communities, how we can
best protect lives and how we can best protect our environment.
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Climate change has affected and will affect what happens with fires in our community, so we need to
behave differently and act differently. That means that when we are looking at things like planned
burns, preparing for fire and preparing our bush we have to take all of those things on a scale of when
and how we are doing them to ensure the best outcome for life, property, the environment and wildlife.
We hear of millions of our native animals this year being lost to bushfires. We hear of the devastation
that is going to have and the impact on the recovery of wildlife throughout Victoria. So if we can put
in place a program and a plan where we can prevent, slow down or stop fires or reduce the intense
heat, the intensity of those fires as they go through, then we should be considering it. That is also
something that will assist long term with protecting and reducing the impact on wildlife when we have
the major event days we are seeing at the moment across the state.
As I finish I will just go back to where I started. I do want to send that reminder out to electorates in
areas of high fire danger. We have already lost five lives this year, and we do not want to be coming
into this Parliament for another condolence motion. So when you hear the message, when you see a
text on your phone, when you are looking at the fire app and it says ‘watch and act’, it is time to start
looking at what is going on and keeping an eye on it. If it says it is time to leave, it is time to leave. It
is a message that I think everyone across this Parliament would agree with. At the end of the day, if
you are putting yourself in the line of danger by remaining, you are potentially putting volunteers and
career firefighters and those who protect you in that danger as well, so listen to those messages. Also
I would like to say thank you very much to all of our emergency service workers who are still on the
ground, who are still out there protecting Victorians. We know that we can rely on them no matter
what happens for the rest of this fire season.
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) (11:15): Can I begin by I think doing the most important action I
can do in this house today, and that is to thank our entire emergency services family, the supporting
agencies, the charities, the communities and also local MPs from every side of the house. It is true to
say we have had an extraordinary start to 2020. Many of us have been personally touched by these
fires, and I know that not many of us have ever seen a fire season that has started in October before.
We have heard of countless acts of bravery and selflessness. We could be here all day talking about
them, and there will be more that come out of this fire season as well.
To give perspective, our fire season started in October. Black Saturday and Ash Wednesday in 1983
were in February. Things are changing, and we do have to make sure that we change along with them.
Just in Victoria alone we are dealing with the unprecedented effects of devastating and brutal bushfires.
Approximately 900 structures, including homes, have been burnt, and 1.5 million hectares have been
burnt over the period. Again, to give context, Black Saturday burnt around about 460 000 hectares, so
that is quite significant. In fact smoke from the Australian fires has travelled 11 000 kilometres and
has been seen in Chile in South America. The Bureau of Meteorology actually believes that that smoke
will circumnavigate the globe, which I have never heard of before. So we are dealing with change in
our environment and where we live.
Of course tens of thousands of people have made the very brave decision to leave, and millions of
animals have been lost. Tragically we have lost the lives of civilians and firefighters as well. Mick
Roberts from Buchan and Fred Becker from Maramingo Creek were killed in the fires in East
Gippsland on New Year’s Day, on 30 November David Moresi died in a dozer incident while cutting
a firebreak and on 3 January Forest Fire Management Victoria firefighter Mat Kavanagh died in a
vehicle accident.
Tragically on 11 January Forest Fire Management firefighter Bill Slade was struck by a tree and died.
I had actually worked with Bill in fires gone by and spoke to him a few days before he passed away.
He had been tasked to return to the Mount Buffalo area. I did not know him well, but I did know that
he was well respected, a hard worker, experienced and knew his job backwards. I think that
compounded the shockwaves that went through the emergency services family. This is the price that
our emergency services personnel and their families pay to keep our community safe. Although they
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will not be forgotten, it is a dangerous job, and their job must be respected. So while our thoughts are
with their families, their friends, their communities and their kids growing up without dads, thoughts
and prayers do not mean as much as the privilege of being in this house and acting on the lessons that
we will learn from these continually evolving fires, knowing that they are not a one-off event.
Can I just flip the coin and say that while the cameras focus on the burning houses, due to a remarkably
coordinated effort and amazing interoperability totally behind the scenes, they miss the hundreds of
lives that have been saved and the hundreds, if not thousands, of properties—3000 homes. I was on
the ground in 2009 and have been working at incident control centres on the ground for the past
20 years in fires, and in visiting the Bairnsdale and Ovens ICCs, the staging areas and the stations,
much has already changed and much has evolved. We have learned those really hard lessons from the
past—the lessons from Black Saturday. It has been good leadership that has put these lessons into
play—lessons like direct messaging and making those hard calls.
Can I just say that, in my opinion, the Premier and the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
have set a new standard in leadership for dealing with natural emergencies in our nation. The chiefs
of our police and emergency services have excelled at an international standard, and the commissioner
for the Emergency Management Victoria organisation has also excelled at an international standard. I
know you all bear the burden of leadership, but your legacy is countless numbers of lives saved. I
believe that the international community will be looking at this leadership and learning lessons from
it as well.
Just on one point that has been made, a point that has come up again and again, on some things I do
not think we should necessarily listen to politicians. We should be listening to those experienced and
educated people who have been working in the industry for years telling us there is no golden bullet
for these fires—do not look for simple answers, because it is not a simple question. It is true to say, of
course, that we live in a very harsh environment, and Australians have developed a unique way of
responding to crisis, but in these current crises I think the best of our community rise to the top. They
excel in times of adversity and times of extreme difficulty. The Victorian state government has been
with these communities every single step of the way. We are also supporting the emergency services,
who are running into danger as they are telling other people to evacuate, amazingly.
Can I also point out something very simple, and that is the importance of those providing hope through
their actions, the effect of which cannot be calculated, I think. It is inspirational. I wish there was more
of it. And there is also the fact that when we all drop some of the things that float to the surface in
peacetime and we all row in the same direction, good things happen, and I wish there was more of it.
It is inspirational.
Many people have said today that recovery is a long and difficult process, and we cannot forget that
once the fires are out these communities will go through a very long journey. We will not forget that.
Recovery is not just building infrastructure; it is rebuilding communities mentally and emotionally. It
is ensuring we support the emergency services, the communities and the police returning from these
events, which are not dissimilar to a combat zone overseas. There are people who still need our help
right now. The one simple thing we can do on every level, I think, is through our actions provide hope.
That might be as simple as a supportive social media post. That might be as simple as ringing a mate.
That might be as simple as dropping down to the fire station and saying g’day to some people.
I have come to think over the years that, whilst fire is one of nature’s most destructive forces, hope is
one of the most constructive human forces. Although resilience is obviously part of our national
identity, in my experience sometimes hope needs a little helping hand, especially for that person who
might be standing in front of their levelled house that has burned down in the fires with just the clothes
on their back and with their kids next to them, and that comes from people in this room; we are the
catalyst for it. It comes from other community leaders as well.
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In the next 12 months and consecutive years I know everyone in this house will be up and about getting
out to these communities, encouraging other people to visit these communities and making sure that
these communities feel supported and feel the hope that we have generated throughout these fires. I
hope during these times when you visit these communities you actually see the results of the hope that
you offered at this time. These communities are in their time of need, and that hope will be the
foundation of them rebuilding—and that is rebuilding whole communities across Victoria and
Australia.
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) (11:23): I rise to make a contribution to this condolence motion moved
by the Premier. Starting off, on Sunday, 29 December, a lightning ground strike at Jingellic on the
northern side of the Murray River in New South Wales sparked a blaze that would ultimately wreak
havoc in my part of this great state. The following day the temperature reached 42 degrees Celsius and
the wind blew from the west-north-west, gusting to upwards of 50 kilometres an hour at Albury
Airport. It was significantly stronger, 100 kilometres an hour, to the east in the narrow valleys and
along the ridges of the Upper Murray. The combination of temperature and wind fanned the flames,
the heat and smoke, which then punched through the inversion layer, which in simple terms is nature’s
atmospheric lid on the fire. This, generated by rising heat, soared 8000 metres high into the air to create
its own freak weather storm. When it collapsed it created a whirlwind of terror—tornado-like gusts
that flipped one New South Wales RFS tanker on its roof, killing a recently married husband and
robbing a family of a soon-to-be dad.
They also spread the embers beyond any firefighting response and across the river that separates the
two states. Spot fires broke out near Walwa, which is home to about 180 people but known for its
fabled cattle properties, dairy herds and prime grazing land. The fire had absolutely no respect. The
Upper Murray had seen its share of wildfires in recent times—in 2003, in 2006 and again in 2009—
but those had been confined to the state forest and national park. They had never threatened the
grasslands and pastures that sit on the valley floors of the Murray River flats. They had never
threatened towns, people or property like this before.
That all changed as the new year rolled over. Fanned by an unprecedented fuel load in the forest, the
fire roared across properties, gutting homes, buildings and farm sheds. Fence posts were turned to
charcoal. Stock perished in their thousands along with native wildlife. Almost 35 000 hectares of
prime grazing land was blackened, and to put that into context that is about 14 500 MCGs. Twenty
thousand tonnes of hay and silage was lost. Nearly 800 hectares of pine forest turned into matchsticks.
Power poles fell, leaving more than 100 kilometres of wires on the ground. Mobile towers simply
melted. Town water was stopped. There was no power, no communications, no mobile coverage. This
was a war—a war with Mother Nature—and a firestorm that waxed and waned for the next two weeks.
People in the Upper Murray are survivors. Generations of families have lived with fire, whether that
be way back in 1939, 1952, 1984 or earlier this millennium. They do not see themselves as heroes;
they tell their stories of survival and of fighting fires with little fuss and even less fanfare. But their
stories are everywhere, like the Corryong woman working her day job with a scar on her forehead, the
legacy of a burnover from an entrapment that was so intense it melted the rubber goggles on her head.
A small team of Thowgla Valley farmers fought an 8-kilometre fire front for more than 24 hours with
nothing more than private slip-ons and private appliances. They had some wins, but they lost some
homes. A Cudgewa mum who almost left it too late to leave could not open the car doors against the
wind generated by the fire front. There were stories of fires that trickled down the hill over the hours
and then, fanned by wind shifts, covered kilometres in minutes, and there were others where grassfire
flames went from ankle height to in excess of 10-foot walls in the blink of an eye. There was the
farming family who kept just 20 head of cattle, including two lesser types—they were their daughter’s
pets—to spare them any more trauma. There was the old cocky who simply could not bring himself
to put down his burnt livestock and maimed cattle; he was left in tears just asking for help.
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The latest count suggests that 308 000 hectares, about half of the entire Towong shire, has been directly
affected by this fire. That includes some 553 properties. At least 42 homes have either been destroyed
or damaged to the extent that they are not inhabitable. Three historic High Country huts are gone.
Towong Hill Station—the home of Elyne Mitchell, the author of a book most of us in this place have
read, that Australian classic The Silver Brumby—was gutted, and unfortunately that will not ever be
rebuilt again. Stock losses are conservatively numbered at close to 6000. The physical cost is immense,
but the emotional scars are beyond accounting. They may take years to be fully realised.
These fires and the state of emergency and evacuation orders that went with them also impacted towns
that were untouched by flames. Traditional tourist hotspots such as Falls Creek and Mount Beauty
were turned into ghost towns overnight. The Alpine shire tells me it has cost something in the order of
around $90 million. It is not just the businesses that are suffering but people in the town that rely on
the part-time work that comes during peak season—again, money that sustains their lifestyle for much
of the year.
I appreciate significant work. There has been work, there has been cooperation and there has been
bipartisanship from some of the state government announcements to help individuals affected by fire
and others affected indirectly—and I will make a few mentioning dispatches later on—but I find that
most do little to put cash in the hands of those that are most affected at present. They do little to offset
the cashflow crisis affecting businesses and individuals. My colleague from East Gippsland summed
it up particularly well, looking forward and going into the future. I would hate to think that some
consultant sucking on the government teat would have you believe that a bike marketing campaign is
the answer, but I would love the opportunity to speak and have some of those mature conversations at
a later time if we can.
Can I also say that there have been a lot of advice and support systems put in place, and yet the
experience on the ground is that people are still falling through the cracks. No system is perfect, but
there are lessons to be learned. I would take this opportunity to remind the people of my electorate that
if they need any help—if the systems are failing and they are falling through the cracks—please call
me, reach out, and if I can help I will.
Now, I know there is a resistance from this government to be part of a royal commission into these
fires. However, people need answers. Almost 10 years ago I stood in this very place addressing another
Labor government’s response to the Black Saturday royal commission, and I referred to
recommendation 56. We all know in this place that this recommendation spoke of the need for a
minimum of 5 per cent of targeted prescribed fuel reduction burning on public land. I spoke about
Labor’s subservience to the whims of inner-city attitudes that believe the management of our
wilderness was a case of ‘lock it up and leave it’, and I am certainly looking forward to some of the
contributions from some of the other parties in this place. At the time I said it was misguided and
proven to be wrong. I said if there is no fuel, there is no fire; if there is less fuel to burn, the less intense
a fire will be. Ten years later the message is regrettably the same. Prior to Christmas the Labor
government refused to detail the fuel loads within the forests, and the opposition will continue to
prosecute that as they are going forward. But today we lay down our swords, we parlay and we
continue to respect those that have been significantly affected by these fires.
At the same time, people in the Upper Murray were saying that the fuel load was beyond Black
Saturday. People within the department—people at the coalface—responsible for fuel reduction burns
have been telling me that the state government had lost the will to undertake these prescribed burns.
Labor and the government will no doubt defend this approach as ‘strategic’, as it is the term that has
often been used. Again I reach out to the government: you are wrong. The proof is in the fires that
roared out of the forests, taking lives and destroying livelihoods, farms, animals, fences, powerlines,
communication towers and plantations and that have also scarred entire communities and perhaps the
state of Victoria.
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But believe it or not, I refuse to end on a negative note. I will end by saying thank you to all those who
were at the front line of these fires: the fireys from here and overseas, to those that have come in to
help with the clean-up in the wake of those fires, to the people who have donated incredible sums of
money in charity and other support, to the Australian Defence Force, to the hay runners, to the fence
fixers and to those who simply took a carton of bottled water to relief centres.
I do pay my respects to the five Victorians who died in these fires. I pay my respects to the family of
Samuel McPaul, who was killed near Jingellic in that RFS tanker, and to the 28 others from our nation
and overseas who lost their lives this summer.
To the people of Corryong, Cudgewa, Shelley, Walwa, Tintaldra, Berringama, the Biggara Valley, the
Thowgla Valley, Nariel Valley and all the other surrounding districts and our neighbours across the
river at Jingellic and Khancoban I say: sometimes from the very worst comes the very best in human
nature.
To the people of Victoria I say plan a holiday—the Towong Cup races are on in March, on the March
long weekend, and the Man from Snowy River Bush Festival is in Corryong from 2 to 5 April.
To my colleagues here in this place I say now is the time to revisit regional sittings of the Parliament.
It is far too convenient to say ‘It’s too hard’ or ‘We do not have the time or the money’—those sorts
of excuses. We should start with Gippsland and the north-east this year and return to making this part
of the term in future parliaments.
I want to note all those calls that I have had from colleagues on both sides of the chamber and from
the upper house, and the chance meetings: Danielle, I thank you for those conversations; Lisa, thank
you for that chance meeting—unfortunately, Tim, you were still in the car when we crossed paths;
Ben Foster—thank you, Premier, for giving me that opportunity to deal with him. I do not know what
Ben looks like, but I look forward to probably bumping into him and maybe shouting him a beer.
Members interjecting.
Mr TILLEY: You will want to keep it that way no doubt! He has been no doubt very helpful—
but I will find out.
The commonwealth have been on the front foot, particularly in my area, and I thank Greg Hunt, the
Minister for Health, for coming to the area so quickly, and Senator Jane Hume for her work.
The Department of Parliamentary Services: the support it has given me in recovery has been fantastic,
and it is very challenging as we all appreciate to get out of those towns into the larger population centre
of Wodonga. I thank the department for the support in putting a footprint in Corryong in that district
there in the near future.
As I say, in closing, green shoots now frame the roadsides of the Upper Murray. It is a sign of hope, it
is a sign of life and I believe it is a sign that recovery has begun.
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure) (11:35):
I rise to join this condolence motion and at the outset start as so many others have before me by
extending condolence to the families of the five men whose lives were lost during this summer’s
bushfires and the communities who have lost friends, who have lost mates and who have lost work
colleagues as well as the loss of physical infrastructure and the devastation of the natural environment
of the fire events that we have seen over this summer, which as we know are the worst since the fires
of 2009. As we have heard from many people already today as well, the emotional impact is
challenging to work through, and there is a long road ahead for those communities as they rebuild
physical infrastructure but also take care of each other and their emotional wellbeing. On this I would
also like to give a thought to those who suffered through the 2009 fires; listening to the radio during
this period of time there have been many people calling in sharing their stories and their memories,
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and they are clearly continuing to suffer the effects of those fires. Our thoughts are with those
communities and individuals as well.
Thank you to our wonderful emergency services workers and volunteers. I would like to acknowledge
the leadership of Andrew Crisp and his team at Emergency Management Victoria. I saw firsthand the
benefits of Emergency Management Victoria and the integrated agency approach through briefings I
had at the State Control Centre through late December. The years of preparation that have gone in
since 2009 are clearly on display in the work that you and the leaders that are here today have
performed this summer. It is remarkable to think that there was that code red day—I think it was
21 November last year—that sparked much of the fire activity that is going on today.
I would also like to extend my thanks to the firefighters, both career and volunteer, and other
emergency services workers from central Victoria who I know travelled to Gippsland, to the northeast, to make a contribution to the fire effort.
Like others I would like to acknowledge community leadership. There have been many great examples
of leadership. The Deputy Premier touched on the leadership in the school community and the
leadership in local government. I too pay tribute to the leadership of members of Parliament in this
place and acknowledge the work of the member for Benambra, the member for Gippsland East and
also our fabulous Minister for Police and Emergency Services and the leadership shown by the
Premier.
I would also like to acknowledge two other members of Parliament who have been outstanding leaders
in their local community. The federal member for Gippsland, Darren Chester, really has performed a
remarkable job in his community. I had some correspondence with Darren on New Year’s Eve
indicating that my thoughts were with him and his community, and he had a very grim outlook, I must
say, at that period of time about what was heading their way. I would also like to acknowledge Andrew
Constance, the New South Wales member for Bega and a ministerial colleague in the transport
portfolio. Andrew, I think, through his own personal experiences and in the way he has responded
with dignity and respect and determination for his local community, is a really important example of
leadership and also in understanding the role that he plays in helping communities rebuild.
I would also like to acknowledge the work of the Deputy Prime Minister, who is working with the
states on the road infrastructure rebuilding program.
I would also at this point like to touch on the work that is being done by the Department of Transport,
because a great focus has been placed on getting those roads reopened, and there has been a huge
amount of work done by Department of Transport teams working in incident control centres and
working with the ADF. And it is important to note that many of these people on the ground—in
Gippsland, in the north-east—are also members of those communities who have been directly and
personally impacted by the fires. We have seen them, as well as dealing with their personal impacts,
working around the clock to get the roads cleared and to get the roads reopened, to do that work that
needs to be done, and I am very proud of the passion and dedication that they have demonstrated.
What we have seen is that we are getting these roads reopened. We were all pleased with the news that
the Princes Highway is now open to the New South Wales border. On other important roads,
Mallacoota-Genoa Road was opened today and the Monaro Highway was opened on 1 February from
the Princes Highway to the New South Wales border. Again, the lessons from 2009 mean there has
been a huge amount of behind-the-scenes work in the mapping of the road network in our regional
communities to understand the fabric of the road network so we can be ready in instances like this.
I also do want to acknowledge the overwhelming response. Everyone has wanted to pitch in and help
in some way. We have seen the big donations; we have seen the small ones too, and I just want at this
points to make mention of the Bendigo East Bowling Club. The bloke who ran the 24-hour marathon
there, Brad Marron, said to me that he knew he was not a firefighter; he could not do much in what he
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felt was that sort of practical frontline response, but he could bowl a ball. He had a marathon and they
raised $12 000 as part of that effort, and that is terrific.
I also want to acknowledge the role of the ABC as our national emergency broadcaster. The soundtrack
of my summer has been having the radio on ABC 24 hours a day. I think we should not be quibbling
about funding for the ABC. They just should be fully funded for this work because, again, those ABC
reporters live in these communities. They are also dealing with some of the personal issues and they
are providing such a vital lifeline of information for local communities, as well as giving those
communities an opportunity to give voice to their concerns, their issues and their passions and to tell
the rest of the world that they are okay—and to come and visit—at the same time. It is such an
important role, as is the role of many local media outlets: the small country papers and the other local
radio stations and TV stations who give us that frontline reporting. I would like to acknowledge them.
I would like to commend the establishment of Bushfire Recovery Victoria. I think this is a really
permanent, ongoing initiative; it is part of the lessons we have all learned in this place about
understanding that as we deal with the emergency response we also simultaneously have to start that
thinking about recovery. Having, if you like, that standing operation ready to work alongside the
emergency response—to get in there and start those important, urgent recovery works straightaway,
like getting cash in people’s hands, getting people supported and helping the businesses to recover—
is going to serve us very, very well into the future. We will no doubt learn through this experience and
that will inform future events.
Over the last 10 years obviously a lot has changed in this space, and the primacy of life has become
the focus in our emergency response. We saw that through particularly the deployment of the state of
emergency and the evacuation orders that were put in place that have undoubtedly saved lives. There
is more to be done, and that is why the Premier has commissioned IGEM, the inspector-general for
emergency management, to review what has happened.
I also—in the spirit of bipartisanship that has been mentioned a few times already—wanted to touch
on the fact that it is not just, frankly, conservative members of Parliament who know a bit about fire
protection burning. There are many of us who live in high fire-risk areas. There are many of us. We
live there because it is beautiful. We live there because it is wonderful countryside, but we know we
have to manage the risk. You manage the risk and you respond to the risk by listening to the evidence,
listening to the science and making informed decisions. That is my plea for bipartisanship today: let
us make informed decisions. We owe it to the communities that have been affected by fire. We owe it
to the communities that will be affected by fire into the future.
There were fires that we saw this summer where there had been planned burns that had gone through
in previous years, and the intensity and the ferocity of that fire roared through the landscape. I heard
firsthand from the emergency management commissioner how these fire events are like none that we
have ever seen before. You can attribute it to a whole range of factors, but we have got to listen to the
evidence. We have got to be informed by the evidence. That is why the IGEM inquiry is important.
Whatever other events might happen at a national or other state level, that is what has to guide us,
because we owe it to the communities we represent to be informed by the evidence.
I have had fire protection burns in and around my own community, Mount Alexander—a beautiful
landmark on our landscape. I remember there was a fire protection burn that went through there a few
summers ago. Sorry, it was not summer, it was autumn. It went ahead even though it was a bit of a
tricky day. I remember the fear of seeing the smoke on Mount Alexander and feeling the anxiety of
what might happen if that did not quite go as planned. That is why we have got to listen to the evidence,
because there is risk here. There is risk that needs to be managed. We have got to support and protect
our communities, and that is what needs to be done, respectfully. That is what we will do as a group
of members of Parliament if we are determined to work together respectfully in an evidence-based
way to move forward and make sure we are continuing that focus on keeping our communities safe.

MOTIONS
78

Legislative Assembly

Wednesday, 5 February 2020

Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (11:45): I too rise to speak on the fire condolence motion before us today
and do so on behalf of the Morwell electorate, and I firstly extend our support to those impacted by
fires that have devastated many parts of Victoria. I also extend best wishes to our friends in other states
who have grappled with fire events in recent times.
It gives me no pleasure whatsoever to be standing here speaking about major fire events in our regional
communities. To reflect upon the impacts is really difficult to bear—particularly the loss of life. My
sincere condolences to family, friends and communities who have had to contend with such tragedy
in addition to homes being lost—outbuildings, fences, assets, livestock, wildlife, flora and fauna.
Given the enormity of the events experienced, especially in the east and north-east of the state, I would
like to personally and deeply thank the people of the Gippsland community for their incredible
generosity and selfless acts of service in response. I could never say enough about those who respond
to these events on the ground and in the air. To me these people are the purest definition of heroes that
you will ever find. Many put their lives on the line on a daily basis in their efforts to save others.
Having spoken to a number of my local CFA volunteers over recent weeks, many local brigades and
firefighters have been active in fire events not only in East Gippsland but in New South Wales as well.
We should remember that whilst these brave people are serving and protecting communities they are
also missing out on substantial personal time with family and friends, particularly during the festive
season. On behalf of all in our community I sincerely and deeply thank all these wonderful firefighters,
SES workers, police officers, defence personnel, departmental firefighters, private industry
firefighters, timber industry personnel, ambulance staff and all the other volunteers and workers who
give their all in serving and protecting our communities. To the charities, the service clubs, the support
organisations, council and departmental staff and everyone who has played a role in response and
recovery efforts, we say thank you. And as an animal lover, to the veterinarians and wildlife carers,
we cannot thank you enough for the work you are doing.
I know many a constituent in the course of service or donation gave up their holidays, caravans, homes
and family time. They made generous contributions from deep pockets and put in countless numbers
of volunteer hours assisting emergency recovery efforts across the Gippsland region. There have been
so many remarkable contributors supporting victims that I would never be able to name all the
charities, businesses and groups, but I do want them all to know how incredibly proud your community
is of you and how inspiring your actions are. I do, however, wish to mention two amazing
organisations, those being the Gippsland Emergency Relief Fund and Gippsland Farmer Relief (GFR).
GERF has been there for Gippslanders for many decades, and knowing that every cent donated goes
towards a family or individual in need is so important. Observing Melissa, Mark and all the volunteers
at GFR was something to behold in recent weeks. The generosity of people wishing to donate was
humbling, whilst the support from local businesses in providing storage space was just so gratifying
for the GFR team, and the army of volunteers who were sorting and distributing items of need was
just heartwarming to observe. I know such actions have been replicated right across the country, and
that just fills one with pride.
It is also a difficult time for governments and local MPs when fires such as this strike, but I commend
the Premier and his office, government ministers and their staff and departments for their immediate
response to the victims of these disasters. I know only too well that bushfire response and recovery
will never work perfectly for all, but I genuinely believe everyone is doing their absolute best in the
most difficult of circumstances. There will be lessons learned from these fires, as has been the case
with previous major fires, and it is imperative that governments current and future stay the course in
ensuring recommendations and commitments that are made are implemented in totality and are not
watered down due to ideological or political pressures. Our regional people are far more important
than that. I have my own views on how we can better prepare for fires that will invariably occur in the
future but will leave those views for other forums.
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In digressing slightly, major events such as this bring out the very best in humanity, but unfortunately
they also bring out the worst in a small minority of people. I encourage the government to urgently
review the sentencing and penalty regime that currently applies to arsonists causing death and to
looters. In my opinion they are the most despicable of persons, and we need to send the strongest of
messages that their actions will not be tolerated. During the 2009 Black Saturday bushfires an arsonist,
and not climate change, killed 11 people in my community, destroyed hundreds of homes and caused
untold emotional and physical damage to people, livestock and wildlife. This person received a
sentence of approximately 15 years in jail. Many in my community felt that this was totally inadequate
for the harm that was caused.
On a more positive note, we thank the community leaders who have been working around the clock
managing the event response, and those coordinating relief and recovery support should be immensely
proud of their and their teams’ service to their fellow Victorians. To all those working as part of the
statewide emergency and recovery efforts, we say thank you, and many are here in the gallery today.
In particular I want to acknowledge the MPs—the members for Ovens Valley, Murray Plains,
Benambra and Gippsland East. Obviously the electorate of Gippsland East is the electorate closest to
mine, and I have seen the work that the member has done in that community. It is just outstanding,
and he should be absolutely acknowledged for his work.
It is important that as a Parliament we acknowledge the work of electorate officers, who take many of
the calls from people who are in distress in the community. From the Parliament, we thank staff and
electorate officers for the work that they do.
There will be a long period of recovery for many of our regional towns and communities. It is
important that support continues beyond the time media interest wanes and life seemingly goes back
to normal. There have been initiatives to encourage buying from businesses in fire-affected
communities and a focus on holidaying in some of the impacted Victorian destinations when it is safe
to do so. This continued economic support is so important for towns that have not only suffered the
trauma of losing loved ones but have also had their homes, animals, businesses and livelihoods
significantly impacted such an awful way.
I know all too well the resilience, camaraderie and determination of communities following
catastrophic events such as these. I know that Victorian fire-affected communities will continue to rise
above whatever challenges are thrown their way, because as Australians that is what we do. We will
be there to support you. To the people, businesses and organisations within the Morwell electorate
who have either played a role in tackling these fires or sought to help communities recover, your
courage, commitment, kindness and generosity make me so proud to represent you in the Parliament
of Victoria.
The SPEAKER: Members, just before calling the next speaker, it has been great to have our service
chiefs in the gallery today. I understand that they do need to leave to go back and do the important work
that we have been referring to. I hope that they take back to all of the members of their organisations
the gratitude of this chamber and our best wishes for the rest of the fire season. Thank you.
Ms CRUGNALE (Bass) (11:53): ‘Unprecedented’, ‘exceptionally challenging times’,
‘devastation’, ‘statewide disaster’, ‘a life lost’, ‘code red’, ‘total fire ban’, ‘active fireground’, ‘another
life lost’, ‘out of control’, ‘1.5 million hectares burnt’, ‘it is not over’, ‘evacuate now’—these are just
some of the words that have been used to refer to the summer we have had and are still experiencing
in East Gippsland, north-east Victoria and across our state. This description reflects the reality that
hundreds of homes have gone, hundreds of non-residential structures have crumbled, thousands of
stock animals are dead, habitat is lost, wildlife is threatened and also rare species are lost as well. And
five lives have abruptly ended—such a tragedy—Fred Becker from near Genoa, Mick Roberts from
Buchan and three forest firefighters, David Moresi, Mat Kavanagh and Bill Slade, working to defend
and protect our state from these fires. They paid the ultimate sacrifice, and my sincerest condolences
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go to their families, their work colleagues, their friends and their communities. It brings to light the
conditions on the fireground, and we are indebted to them forever.
I will honour the life and contribution of Bill Slade separately in detail through a members statement,
as he lived in the township of Bass in the electorate of Bass. A testament to the indelible imprint he
has left on our community and the wider Gippsland region over his 40 years of service with Parks
Victoria, his love for the natural environment, his mentoring to so many over so many years and just
how much he was revered and respected was the presence of over 2000 people at his service and the
sea of green uniforms forming the guard of honour that followed. Like a stream of consciousness, the
outpouring of tributes comprising beautiful character attributes and appreciative lists of work-related
achievements and his involvement in his local community again were testament to how much he was
loved and how much he will be missed as well. I might just add that his invaluable contribution to the
Phillip Island fox control program was pivotal in paving the way for conservation of the little penguins,
other threatened species and the current-day eradication of the red fox. He also worked tirelessly on
rabbit control on French Island.
He guided people professionally, and Brooke Love’s tribute listed Bill’s sound advice: when you are
at a fire, you shut up and do what you are told, come to work ready for anything and always
triple-check your trailer hitch. Brian Martin, one of his colleagues at Parks Victoria, said:
As an Ash Wednesday, Black Saturday, Alpine and Great Divide veteran Bill was a highly skilled and
experienced firefighter. He excelled in mentoring and training young firefighters, tree hazard assessment,
supervision of large plant and took great pride in ensuring firefighter safety on the fireground.

His other work colleague, Gerard Delaney, said ‘he was the glue who bound the team together’. Parks
Victoria relied on his expertise, totally, on the ground, and whatever Bill relayed to the office they
always knew how it was; they trusted him implicitly. He was dedicated and committed to his family.
My thoughts are with his wife, Carol, his children, Ethan and Stephanie, his immediate family and all
those that knew him, loved him, learned from him and walked beside him. My thoughts are with all
the five families and those that loved and treasured them.
The Premier and the Minister for Police and Emergency Services as leaders have been informative,
empathetic, instructive, strong, impressive and amazing. These words extend also to the emergency
management commissioner, Andrew Crisp, CFA chief officer, Steve Warrington, Chris Hardman
from Forest Fire Management Victoria and all the commissioners. Can I say that the State Control
Centre briefings were informative and the coordination of response, the collaboration across agencies,
the whole logistical support and operation on the ground were absolutely commendable and
reassuring. I heard this right across my electorate from constituents, whether they were CFA
volunteers, people in the street and at the shops, local businesses, farmers or people in the library,
fundraisers and events, and I also heard this up in Swan Reach, Sarsfield, Swifts Creek and Anglers
Rest, as I was on a couple of strike teams that were deployed into that area.
In the Bass electorate our district 8 and 9 CFA volunteers have responded promptly to the numerous
clarion calls for assistance and rotating strike teams formed and deployed with tankers, ultralights and
big fills in tow. They have also in their respective towns kept people informed as to how we can help
in a myriad of ways.
Can I especially mention Tynong fire brigade in the Cardinia group, who have organised several
sewing wildlife pouches sessions and collected and run streams of bottled water up the highways. The
Bayles and Lang Lang CFAs have also been busy in their communities and on their Facebook pages
with information including local emergency warnings and alerts. The Wonthaggi CFA and the Bass
Coast group, through their relief drive, raised over $4000 in cash and fuel voucher cards and made up
around 160 pallets of food and supplies for the Gippsland area.
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I also want to thank the brigades that went to the fires on French Island, and again I thank Emergency
Management Victoria for their quick response in deploying a suite of aerial water bombers as local
crews and their appliances made their way over on the barge.
I want to take this opportunity to speak of the inundation of generosity shown by the people in the
Bass electorate and neighbouring areas. This inundation is reflected, I think, right across Victoria and
the country. Community banks, service clubs, religious groups, community groups, artists, resident
groups, wildlife groups, schools, sporting clubs, scouting groups, farmers, businesses, wineries, gyms
and individuals, including kids, have all been chipping in to help and have all been responding in ways
practical to them. It has been heartening to see just how innovative, busy and creative the kids around
Bass have been: money jars have been emptied out, home-made lemonade stalls have been popping
up everywhere, Lego has been sold and cakes have been made and sold on street corners. Leonard,
James, Darcy and Jack from Phillip Island raised $400 for Zoos Victoria selling drinks outside the
shops. Izzy from Bridgewood Primary School raised $200 painting hundreds of little rocks, with the
funds going to the CFA.
I also want to thank people who have offered up their homes, holiday homes, rooms and farmland to
bushfire-affected people, families, animals and livestock. A heartfelt thankyou to all the wildlife
shelter operators and foster carers for their response and the support that they have provided to our
teams. At base camp in Swan Reach crews felt really supported by the little extras. When you are tired
and have had a very long day, it is comforting to know that you have been wrapped around with love.
There was a coffee cart at base camp in Swan Reach giving out free coffee to crews going out onto
the fireground. The East Gippsland Osteopathic Clinic and also some Melbourne practitioners were
offering treatments to crews at the end of the day.
Can I also thank the caterers, the cleaners, the contractors and everyone involved in running the base
camps. It was amazing to see just how coordinated and thought out every single aspect of the operation
has been and still is—so much generosity from so many people across Bass and across the state.
Again, thank you to everyone that donated, helped out, drove pallets of food, hay and water, cooked
at relief centres and passed the tin around to raise money for the various relief funds and to the
Gippsland Emergency Relief Fund, the Victorian Bushfire Appeal, the CFA, Zoos Victoria and
wildlife associations.
There are too many organisations, groups and people to mention individually, but I will give a special
mention to the South Sudanese community of Cardinia and Victoria. They were recently subjected to
some pretty hurtful comments on social media following an article in the local paper, which was an
article actually inviting the wider community to a community day they were holding last Saturday. I
was really proud to stand with them and walk to the Pakenham Bendigo Bank to deposit their
contribution to the bushfire relief fund and also to launch their crisis response team. Not only that, they
have also offered practical support as many have registered with BlazeAid as volunteers to go to East
Gippsland to rebuild fences. Anyieth Maan so eloquently said:
We came from a country where we had nothing and we came to Australia and now we have something …
… it’s good to give back, we’re not just South Sudanese community members, we’re part of your community
and we’re here to help.

So people helping people—that is what we are about. We are by nature compassionate, collaborative
and cooperative, and our best comes more to light around difficult times and in crisis. At these times
we energetically jump to help and to offer our skills and support where we can. This all brings into our
‘now’ the reality of where we live, the harshness of the environment and the changing of our climate.
Our emergency services and all personnel on the ground and in the incident control centres continue
to work all day and night to keep fires under control, to protect communities and livelihoods, assist
wildlife and support those affected. A thankyou feels like it falls so short of suitably acknowledging
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the work that you do. To the green, yellow, blue and orange uniforms—united, working side by side,
forming friendships and working as a team—I say thank you.
Together as a community, as Victorians, with those affected who have lost so much, we embark on
the journey of recovery—government with community with you, holding and supporting you and each
other and those affected at every turn, shoulder to shoulder, side by side, arm in arm.
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (12:05): I wish to begin by offering my sincere condolences to
the families and friends who have lost loved ones in the summer of 2019–20 bushfires in both Victoria
and other states. Our brave firefighters stand in harm’s way to protect our communities against a
sometimes raging Mother Nature. I cannot begin to understand your losses, your pain now or your
ongoing pain. From the people of the Ovens Valley electorate we say thank you. We commend your
bravery, and may your legacy never be forgotten.
The Ovens Valley has had many fires and many evacuations. Freeburgh, Harrietville, Wandiligong,
Merriang, Buffalo River all had evacuation notices at multiple times. I want to congratulate and thank
our CFA volunteers from the Ovens Valley and around the rest of the state. I thank the Rural City of
Wangaratta and particularly mayor Dean Rees for his outstanding leadership during this time and also
the Alpine shire’s Charlie Bird and the councillors in the Alpine shire. Wangaratta provided a safe
place, and it was an opportunity for our brilliant service clubs to come to the fore and demonstrate
how they can kick in and support and feed hundreds of people. This was two local government
authorities working in harmony.
We live in Australia and we expect fires. We understand that, but I cannot accept the lack of
preparation in some areas. We are reminded as individuals: have you done your fire plan? Will you
stay and defend or will you leave? Have you reduced the fuel loads around your property? As
individuals, if we do not heed those warnings, we are irresponsible. The Victorian government must
take its own advice.
Bert and Norma Bohun from Dandongadale unfortunately lost their home. It had been their castle for
over 50 years. I have been working closely with Bert and Norma and I intend to ensure that Bert and
Norma are looked after. I applaud everyone who has assisted the Bohuns, including Ken and June
Clemens for providing a temporary house for them.
Hancock Plantations have taken a heavy toll both in Shelley and around the Myrtleford region. They
lost over 5000 hectares of trees. Hancock Plantations are more than just a source of timber; they are
the main artery, the lifeblood of many of the upper regions of the Ovens Valley electorate. It is even
more important to ensure plantation timber remains viable. Plantation timber is a renewable,
sustainable industry for Myrtleford and surrounds. As tourism is taking a belting in all of our regions,
it is a solemn reminder that regional industry is crucial.
Farming communities have lost hundreds of kilometres of fences, which we will rebuild, but a huge
shout-out to Carboor CFA captain Merv Holmes, Robin Box and the many other CFA crews who
courageously withstood the fire attack night after night out the back of Carboor. Let me be absolutely
clear. Although the Ovens Valley escaped private losses to the extent that the East Gippsland and
Corryong regions suffered, this is entirely due to the local CFA crew efforts, to the strike teams from
around the state as well and to the hundreds of volunteers who ensured the fire was turned back at
critical times.
The Leader of The Nationals joined me for a ride with Merv Holmes, his son Andrew and Cr Harry
Bussell last week through the fire-affected area. Merv shakes his head as we drive along the highvoltage powerlines. ‘A natural firebreak’, he says, ‘over 100 metres under the powerlines is cleared’.
But he points out that you cannot fight fires underneath these high-voltage wires, for good reason. He
just shakes his head. ‘Why won’t they clear another 50 metres on each side of it? It would make it so
easy for us to defend. It’s not good enough,’ he says. Cr Harry Bussell points at the lack of firebreaks
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along the state and national park boundaries. We all know good firebreaks can be the difference
between life and death, either used to defend against the fire or used as the escape route when the fire
storm hits and it is time to go.
We all love our bush and we all have different reasons to love it, but we must take our own advice and
develop a better fire plan, develop permanent firebreaks to help us defend and of course the most
obvious, reduce the fire loads. I spoke with a lady nearing her 90th year. Her house survived but her
shed and many of her fences were burnt. She asked, ‘Why don’t we have fire prevention burns like we
used to?’. I said, ‘Because it appears common sense runs a second place sometimes’. And it should not.
Black Saturday in 2009 was a terrible event, with 173 lives lost. Thankfully we have learned from that
and how to better save human life. But royal commission recommendation 56, that the state commit
to and fund prescribed burning with a rolling target of 5 per cent per annum, has largely been ignored.
We must deliver on these recommendations. We must allow those who actually live in the bush to
shape the policy. The north-eastern Victoria wine industry is reeling from the smoke taint, particularly
in the whites, and the unknown consequences in the reds might take months to find out. Millions upon
millions of dollars have been lost, jobs have been lost, businesses are at risk and reputations have been
ruined. We must learn from the past and reduce the fuel that accumulates in the bush. The latest maps
the member for Gippsland East was talking about will prove the benefits from these prescribed burns.
I just want to also say to the Victorian government that it is time to be bipartisan and revisit the
2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission recommendations and finally implement all of them.
The science is there, the evidence is there. Victoria must get the political will to improve our fire season
preparedness. We cannot stop the fires but we can reduce their severity. I return to where I began: to
the people, families and friends who have lost loved ones, my sincere condolences. May we always
remember your sacrifice.
Ms WARD (Eltham) (12:10): I have spoken before in this place about the fires that tore through
my community in the 1960s. Growing up in Research in the 1970s you could still see the dark black
charcoal scars on random trees. Some nights at gatherings adults would talk about those days when
houses burnt down and what it felt like. As a child that fire felt pretty remote. Then Ash Wednesday
happened nearly 20 years later and burnt leaves fell down in our backyard, we made sandwiches for
firefighters and we worried. My childhood had one astonishing bushfire; so far my kids have witnessed
two and their childhoods are not yet over. The fires of 2009 were some of the worst, if not the worst,
days in Victoria’s history. Like many in this place I had friends who lost lives, who lost loved ones,
who lost houses and who lost their sense of themselves in the ashes and smoke haze. So soon after
here we are again, thankfully with a great many lives saved rather than lost.
We grieve for those who have lost their lives in these recent fires, some of which still burn. We gaze
with sorrow and empathy at these families who have lost their soulmate, their dad, their brother, their
neighbour, their colleague. We grieve for the destruction, the damage and the darkness that befell these
communities over days, the mornings which were never seen so thick was the smoke. We extend our
deep, practically bottomless gratitude to all of those who helped to try and control these fires, who
worked so hard to protect communities and who are now actively helping to support and rebuild these
communities.
It is difficult to describe what it is like to receive a photo from your brother at night showing the fiery
glow over the hills that loom over his back fence. It is also difficult to get the following texts from
your little brother at midnight and telling him I am going to sleep because I will be monitoring him in
the app. I tell him to take care. He says:
Will do … worked our arse of and saved a house the members worked bloody hard

I say that is terrific and well done, and I ask him whether the wind change has come through. He says:
It’s all over the bloody shop we have a red flag warning to bug out to the nearest township … bout to turn to
shit in about half an hour
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I tell him to take care and ask him where he is going. He is going to Bruthen, so I am worried because
that has been evacuated. They are going because:
… the wind change is going to make these fires very nasty and Bruthen is the closest town for us to be safe
in

I want to know how long it is going to take him to get there—so I am freaking out a little bit. Then:
5 mins … everything is code one, lights and sirens … we are on our way there now and just pulling into
Bruthen as we speak … here safe.

I say:
That’s good.
How safe does Bruthen feel?

The power is out—
… but we are good we have around 20 trucks here

I want to know how far away the fire is. He says, ‘10–15 kms’. So I stop freaking out a bit. I ask him
to rest. He says he will.
We are, laying on some nice soft grass relaxing while we can … very peaceful at the moment

He then tells me to go to sleep and leave him alone. Our conversation ends at 1.00 am. My brother
was lying on grass in Bruthen, my sister-in-law was at my mum and dad’s, with their son and daughter.
But one was missing: my niece, who was sitting on a speedboat in Mallacoota watching fire jump from
one side of the water to the other.
I have deep gratitude to those who kept Mallacoota safe. Yes, my brother is terrific, and he and his
brigade were phenomenal. They worked and worked and kept working, as did all first responders in
East Gippsland and across Victoria, doing their best to keep many safe, and I thank them. But I also
acknowledge the resilience and fortitude of residents, of people like my sister-in-law, Bianca, who had
to evacuate twice from their home while my brother was at a fire station or on a truck or monitoring the
fire front—Bianca, who had a daughter stuck in Mallacoota, who had to evacuate her elderly parents
twice and ensure her other two children were cared for, which they were, at my parents’ home; they
drove up to Bairnsdale from Traralgon to get them.
Evacuations are hard. They are very hard when one of your children has an intellectual disability and
your elderly parents are being a bit stubborn about leaving, to try to do the best by your goats and
ensure the dogs are with you, to spend the night with the fear that your house is about to burn to the
ground, including the foundations of the small business you had worked so hard to create. My brother
predicted there was an 80 per cent chance their home would go, but they were lucky—the wind
changed. There were other houses in Nicholson, across East Gippsland, which I am sorry to say were
not so lucky.
I do need to put on the record that my brother has become a bit of a media tart, being interviewed by
the ABC, featuring in their news feed and with his mug on the front page of the Herald Sun. If only
he would smile in photos. I asked my brother if there were people he would like to thank. He
responded:
Hell yes … just really all emergency services that came down, the vicpol members who cut their leave short,
the professionalism of vicpol was second to none, all CFA members from home and abroad, the yanks …

While this fire in East Gippsland was looming, we had our own closer to home. In our family fire plan
we had to evacuate to my in-laws in Bundoora. No, the irony was not lost on us that Bundoora was
the area featured in the VicEmergency app, not Eltham. Plenty Gorge is a beautiful part of our north,
and the damage that has been experienced there is awful—the blackened landscape, the dead and
injured animals. This was a scary fire for residents in Mill Park, Bundoora and Apollo Parkways, a
fire literally on their doorstep.
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I commend the Speaker for the support he gave to the community, opening his office to those who
needed to be evacuated. I thank the first responders who came to protect this beautiful environment
and the homes that nestle alongside the bushland. I especially thank the MFB, the CFA and Forest Fire
Management Victoria, including Parks Victoria, who have long looked after this landscape, doing the
clearing and slashing, creating firebreaks and doing other maintenance. I thank those staff who gave
us regular updates and details on what was happening in the park, how things were improving and any
challenges they were experiencing.
Thank you to those who coordinated the community meeting at Plenty CFA, which hundreds and
hundreds of people attended to hear from the CFA, the MFB, Victoria Police, the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning, Nillumbik and Banyule about this fire but also about how to
keep themselves safe. The subsequent community information sessions by Eltham and Research CFAs
have also been invaluable.
I also thank those dedicated volunteers who have done what they can to look after our native animals
which have been wounded in these fires. And I cannot thank enough those who clearly worked around
the clock to keep the updates going on the VicEmergency app, and the ABC staff who continually
kept us posted, both for the help to my own community but also as someone worried about her family.
My own CFA brigades have been nothing short of fantastic. They have had a busy summer—the
summer they expected and were prepared for but hoped they would not have. For the Eltham CFA, I
want to acknowledge and thank the following firefighters who have been involved with this season’s
firefight, operationally and logistically. The major fires that they have been involved in fighting
include, in New South Wales, Singleton and Grafton. They have been in East Gippsland. They have
been in Mallacoota, Cann River, Swifts Creek, Omeo, Orbost, Bendoch, Sunbury, Rochester and of
course Plenty Gorge. I have got Captain Stephen Riley; First Lieutenant Anthony Owen; Second
Lieutenant Rhett Hoyne; Third Lieutenant Rhys Trevithick; Fourth Lieutenant Simon Wiltshire; and
firefighters Ewan Allport, Adrian Birch, Guy Bishop, Jason Brown, Patrick Campbell, Camden
Butcher, Michael Clarke, Trevor Cavanagh, Simon Cavini, Nick Collinson, Brian Dalton, Clem Egan,
Andy Gannon, Grant Stuart, Lachlan Harris, Matt Harris, Andrew Heath, Greg Heaven, Liam King,
Mark Lowrey, David McCormick, Cam McCormick, Jackson Riley, Brian Sandlant, David Saunders,
Matt Thomas, Liz Wade, Jennifer Wilson Richter and Emily Wiltshire.
Eltham’s tanker is still in service at Orbost, and I thank the St Andrews Brigade for lending their
second tanker to the Eltham volunteers so they can still have a truck in Eltham. They have now been
asked to have crews ready for the ACT deployment later this week. Research and Plenty CFAs have
also been incredible with their efforts. Research has headed to New South Wales, Orbost, Mallacoota,
Swifts Creek and the Omeo area and are also soon to head off to help the ACT.
I also thank those locals who dropped off supplies to our firefighters—bottles of water, toilet paper,
snacks—and businesses like The Squeegee Squad and Aman, who dropped off 15 slabs of water; and
Tracy Di Palma and Cath Elise, who dropped off another 15 slabs of water, muesli bars and boxes of
Gatorade. Research CFA received so much they had to drop off some items to Diamond Valley
Foodshare.
I thank those children who have raided moneyboxes, children like Shelby, who organised an activities
day for local kids to raise money for bushfire-affected communities, and wonderful local artists, who
donated around 100 artworks for an exhibition at Montsalvat to raise funds, with 100 per cent going
to the bushfire appeal. Along with all Victorians I wholeheartedly thank the people who have helped
keep our families, our friends and our communities safe. I also take this opportunity to urge all people
in bushfire areas and in periurban areas like mine to get their bushfire plan sorted, to make sure you
have the VicEmergency App, to be prepared and to leave early. I will finish with a message from
Eltham CFA Captain Steve Riley:
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… don’t become complacent due to cooler weather and recent rain as the forests and grasslands are still dry
and will burn …

Stay safe.
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (12:19): I rise to support the fires condolence motion moved by the Premier.
I express my deep condolences to the families of the five people who died in Victoria’s recent bushfires
and those who died in the New South Wales bushfires. As other speakers have noted, over 1.5 million
hectares have burnt across Victoria this fire season so far. Of course most of today’s condolence
motion has concentrated on the Gippsland fires and those in the north-east, and that is right and proper.
However, I as the member for Ripon want to talk about a fire in Lexton the week before Christmas
which burnt 2000 hectares. That was also a very serious fire. It was a fire in which there has been
extensive stock and shedding loss. We have farmers who have lost virtually their entire stock. They
have been out there shooting and burying sheep, and I extend to them my deep sorrow over the losses
for their businesses as they rebuild.
Of course at Lexton we have also seen examples of the great generosity and involvement of the
community. Last week the Honourable Dan Tehan, the member for Wannon, who represents Lexton
as well, and I joined some BlazeAid volunteers, looking at what they are doing in putting back the
fences along the hundreds of kilometres of fences that were burnt by the Lexton fire. They are being
supported by Lions and Rotary groups, who are feeding the BlazeAid volunteers. Of course there were
the firefighters themselves: the CFA, supported by police, the Victoria State Emergency Service and
ambulance. All the emergency services were there at Lexton to fight that fire.
The other group of people that I would like to particularly pay tribute to are the very many CFA
volunteers who have joined strike teams to go to Gippsland, to north-east Victoria and to New South
Wales. There are too many to mention individually, but truck after truck, bus after bus of CFA
volunteers from Ripon have gone to those fires to help them. The CFA family is indeed that.
Firefighters know that when the call comes, you go and you help where you are needed. That does not
in any way take away from their incredible service and sacrifice, and I thank them for that.
I also want to thank the many people in Ripon who organised hay runs to both Gippsland and northeast Victoria. Some of those have featured in the media. There have been many others. Getting that
hay into fire-affected areas has meant that stock can be fed. They stay alive. It is really important work.
Similarly, I want to pay tribute to the many people across Ripon who have raised money for all of the
fires, from individuals through to—I will just pick one—the wine community of Great Western, which
last weekend had a fundraiser for their community. The day turned out to be very, very wet, which
was welcomed. But they all got together and they used one of the big barrel rooms to hold their
fundraiser.
Clearly the people of Ripon have been intimately involved with fire, as they are every year, and it is
just, I think, incumbent on me to reflect to the house and to Hansard what they tell me about what
they need now to help them keep safe. There are the fuel load maps. They want those released. As the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services has said today, none of the fires in Victoria have been lit
by arson, so the arson risk of releasing these maps is not the reason they have not been. It is well
beyond time that these maps were released.
The other thing that I would strongly support is council rate relief for those people who have been
impacted directly by fires. Your council rates bill in February is a very big cash amount out the door.
It would be great if the government could heed our call and deliver council rate relief. With those brief
remarks, I commend the motion to the house.
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (12:24): The enormous hurt that the bushfires have caused Victorians and the magnificent
way that Victorians have stood together in solidarity during this crisis, I think, has been nothing short
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of outstanding. It demonstrates character, resilience and a true sense of community that we come
together in our shared time of need.
I do want to express the fact that I grieve for those that we have lost and I condole with those who
have lost loved ones during this period. It has been a disaster almost too big for words. How do you
describe a wall of flames speeding towards your home, or the devastation felt when your farm or your
family home has been completely burnt out, or the loss of life—both human and animal? These fires
have been catastrophic; we know that. They have hurt people at the most personal level. There have
been many moments of indescribable pain: people who have seen their homes burnt, firefighters who
have been killed or injured in the service of our great state and our nation, and of course the calamitous
loss of natural environment—flora and fauna. I have been told that there is nothing more terrible than
to hear the cries of koalas when they are seeking to escape the flames and cannot do so.
I was at Wodonga recently listening to the stark and quite harrowing stories of evacuees and of
landholders—people who have lost everything, who left their homes to the elements or who in some
cases stayed and watched the all-engulfing flames rush forwards. What these people told me was that
it was something too big, too fast and too strong to imagine. Only people who have seen a bushfire at
its full force can imagine just how large it is and how little people can do when it is raging. It is a force
of nature beyond comprehension. Yet people did everything they could—firefighters fought and
fought and fought, and they are still fighting the flames in many parts of this state. They have been
tireless and magnificent. They have given so much, and yet they keep giving.
Ordinary people have dug deep, offering their homes, their services and their hard-earned money. At
our darkest time, I have never been so proud of my state and of the people who call this great state
their home—the untold stories of thousands of ordinary people who welcomed in strangers, watereddown neighbouring properties or freely gave food, shelter and a shoulder of support, and of the men
and women who rescued people, wildlife, pets and cherished items. People across Victoria dug deep,
organising trucks and vans and donations to help people they did not know. Sikh Volunteers Australia
drove from Melbourne to Bairnsdale to provide free food to evacuees, while Wildlife Victoria
volunteers have barely stopped helping the wildlife—koalas, wallabies, possums, birds and other
animals that have suffered so greatly in these fires. This past month the spirit of Victorians, and indeed
of all Australians, has been truly great. With all that divides us, there is so much more that keeps us
together.
No place can be truly safe from fires, least of all places across our glorious regions. But lessons can
be learned. Victorians learned a lot from the Black Saturday fires of 2009, and we used much of that
knowledge to prepare for and to respond to these disastrous fires. While no disaster response can be
perfect, Victorians are, and should be, proud of the response of their agencies. I pay tribute, as have
many others here today, to the CFA, the MFB, Forest Fire Management Victoria, the ADF, Agriculture
Victoria, Emergency Management Victoria and all the agencies and their staff who have worked so
tirelessly during the dark days; and of course to community volunteers for their immediate, on-theground support, whether formal or not; and to the ABC and regional media, who so importantly got
those early messages out that I have no doubt saved lives. I pay tribute to our state’s finest. Victoria’s
response to these fires would not have been what it was were it not for their seemingly never-ending
capacity for work, particularly our firefighters.
There is no doubt that these catastrophic events are happening more frequently and with greater force
as a consequence of climate change. We cannot stop bushfires from happening, but we can prepare
for them. We can, and we will, transition our economy to a low-carbon one. We can, and we will,
employ best practice methods to sustainably manage land in bushfire-prone parts of this state.
Bushfire Recovery Victoria is a new, dedicated Victorian government agency tasked with working
directly with local communities to listen, help and deliver what they need. These fires have broken the
hearts of Victorians, but they have brought out the best in us. As I walk down Watton Street in
Werribee, I see shops with full donation jars to help families hurt by these fires. I am so proud of my

MOTIONS
88

Legislative Assembly

Wednesday, 5 February 2020

fellow Victorians. I offer my heartfelt support to every Victorian who has lost something dear to them
this summer, and I say to you that this government is with you. We will help you restart, we will help
you rebuild and we will not forget.
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) (12:30): I do not even really know how to put into words how crazy
this summer has been. It just feels to me like everything has changed. To the families of the five people
who lost their lives in Victoria and the 33 across Australia, I am so, so sorry for what you have been
through. To the communities who have endured these hellish conditions, some of which are ongoing,
I am so sorry. To the people caring for injured wildlife and to those who watched in horror as our
beautiful forests turned from ecological paradises to charred, barren ground, I am so sorry. To all our
emergency services, firefighters, volunteers, all of those on the front lines and those who helped with
the recovery, thank you so much.
I have to admit that when I was writing this speech I do not think that I had fully come to terms with
the scale of the loss that we saw across the country this summer. Like most Victorians, probably, I
grew up around fire. Fire has been part of our landscape of course for generations and generations. In
particular it was a huge part of my family’s life, and I have spoken about this before in this place. My
birthday is in late November, which used to be right at the start of the fire season. Many people will
know that my dad, who passed away six years ago, was a firefighter with the Department of
Sustainability and Environment and Parks Victoria. He would always feel incredibly guilty, because
during my birthday he was often off at a fire. But we did not really know any different. Fire was just
a part of life. It was just Dad’s job; it was part of what you did. But now it just feels like everything is
different. Fire seasons do not start in November anymore. Seasons start in September or in October,
and the seasons are not what they used to be; they are much, much more ferocious. And we know why
this is. We have scientists telling us, we have emergency services experts telling us, and they have
been telling us for a really long time that there is no doubt that climate change is fuelling these fires.
These are climate fires.
I am incredibly lucky not to have been personally, directly affected by these particular fires. I know
what it feels like to wait up at night for a family member to come home from a fire. I know what it
feels like to see them come home exhausted, shattered like Dad did after Black Saturday, where people
were working night shift after night shift with no visibility, desperately trying to save what they could
in terrible circumstances. This is something that so many families across our country are now
experiencing on a massive scale.
I am lucky that I do not know what it feels like to lose a loved one in a bushfire. I do not know what it
feels like to have to shelter on a beach with the dunes burning around me or to be huddled in my home
under ember attack. But now we have people right across the country who are experiencing this and
who will experience this more and more often. We have lost 33 lives this summer. People have not
just lost lives, they have lost homes, memories, businesses and communities. First Nations people have
watched their country burn beyond belief, and we are all grieving for this. I know there are also people
right across Australia who are grieving not just for what we have lost but for the future that we are
staring into.
When the fires were raging on New Year’s Day I was really fortunate to be at home in Melbourne,
safe in bed. I remember breastfeeding my nine-month-old son to sleep while my almost-three-yearold was sleeping in the room next door. I remember not being able to go to sleep, and I could not sleep
because I just do not know how these kids are supposed to live in this world now. I do not know how
we are supposed to live in a world where literal firestorms force people to shelter on beaches as embers
rain down on them. I do not know how these kids are supposed to grow up in a world where 11-yearolds wearing face masks are forced to drive boats out into the sea so that they can be safe from the
flames and a world where our very nation’s capital has run out of air filters and gas masks and where
the air is literally unbreathable.
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I do not know about everyone else here, but I had imagined a really different future for my kids. I had
imagined a carefree childhood not dissimilar to the one that I was lucky to experience, a childhood
where they could camp amongst tall trees in summer, where they could breathe in the sweet air of the
rainforest, where they could watch koalas amble past with babies on their backs and could wake up to
the songs of birds. But fundamentally I imagined a future for them where they were safe. Now I fear
that they and all the other kids growing up in Australia right now will not experience this, that instead
they will experience the horror of the summer that we have seen and that it will get worse every single
summer, and I worry that maybe they will not even have air that is safe to breathe. I just do not know
how we are supposed to live in this world.
I have been a climate activist for over 15 years now, but I never let myself sit down and imagine what
it would actually be like if we did not act and, if the worst predictions happened, what it would be like
to live in this world. Now I am starting to let myself imagine that, and it is horrifying.
I would like to thank the government and the Premier in particular for the leadership that he showed
during this crisis. It was a far cry from what we saw coming out of Canberra. I feel really grateful that
we have a government and a Premier who believe the climate scientists, and I feel really grateful that
we have a Parliament that in the last term and this one put in place some really important laws like the
renewable energy target and a ban on fracking to help us deal with the climate crisis and do our bit.
But I am also reminded that we still live in the state with the dirtiest, most polluting power station in
the country in Yallourn, that we still get half of our energy from the worst, most polluting form of
brown coal and that we still do have a government that is actively prolonging the life of fossil fuels,
whether it is through exploring for gas onshore and offshore, giving taxpayer money to coal projects
or extending the life of our coal plants, or whether it is by continuing to allow logging of our native
forests while fires still burn or considering letting the logging industry go in to loot fire-damaged areas.
We cannot be killing what is left of the little habitat that we have.
I know there are a lot of people around the world right now who have watched what is happening in
Australia. They have watched, and they are despairing. People like me, who are wondering what the
future might hold, wonder how we can possibly sit with this immense grief at seeing our biosphere,
the nature that sustains us, literally go up in smoke. To these people who are feeling this fear, I want
to say I share that fear and I share that anger, but I do not want people to be fearful. I do not want kids
not to look forward to their future. I do not want kids to feel worried about their future. I want them to
feel hopeful.
In all honesty it has been difficult to find that optimism these last few months, but it is still there. I still
have that grain of optimism in me. I know we will not be able to fix everything; I know we will not be
able to go back to the way things used to be. We cannot bring back to life people who have lost their
lives. We cannot bring back to life the over 1 billion animals that were killed in the fires. There are
some species that we have probably lost for ever. There is ancient rainforest right here in Victoria that
we have lost, that is not coming back. As much as we see the green shoots coming back in some parts
of our bush, there are some ecosystems that will not come back after this fire, at least in our lifetimes.
That is pretty devastating.
But the grain of optimism I have is in knowing that even though we cannot bring everything back
there is still a narrow window in which we can stop things getting worse. I am sure that that is what
everyone in this place wants, no matter which side of the aisle of politics you sit on. I know that many
of us will differ in our views about this—about how to go about making things better and about how
to go about preventing things getting worse—but my hope is that we do not just rely on our opinions
about these things or our ideology but we rely on the science and experts, of which we are fortunate
to have so many in Victoria, and that we also listen to the community.
I think it is pretty clear that Victorians do want us to do more. In fact governments around Australia
have also heard this, and some are already doing more. I just heard the other day that South Australia,
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a Liberal government, have already come out and said they will be increasing their climate policies,
increasing their emissions targets, in response to these fires. If South Australia can do it, we can do it
in Victoria too. We can do more—at least we can try to do more—and I think Australians are looking
for that leadership. I think they are looking for us not just to rebuild lost houses, properties and
communities, which we must do, not just to save injured wildlife and not just to support those who
have lost everything, but they are looking to us to do the hard work. It will not be easy; it will be hard.
But it is necessary work to prevent fires from getting worse—to look at the science and do what it tells
us is necessary—and also to restore our forest and protect habitat for wildlife so that these animals
actually have somewhere to live and we can return to some level of normalcy.
When we talk about the environment I think it is really important to note that this is not something that
is out there, that is separate from us. It is not just about animals or iconic species. The environment is
fundamentally about us. We live in Victoria and we live in Australia because it is an incredibly
beautiful place. People live near forests and they live in and near the bush because they want to,
because that nature sustains us. It is something that sustains our soul. It nourishes us, and people want
to protect it. I think any response to the bushfires must acknowledge this. I think it would be easy to
say that if there was no fuel, if there was no forest, there would be no fires, but people live near the
forest for a reason. It is because it sustains us, because it is something that contributes to our lives.
Lastly, I would just like to indulge the house with personal thanks to Tom Dowling and the community
in Harrietville. When I was growing up I spent a large part of my childhood in Harrietville. My mum
and dad built a rammed earth house there with their own hands while we kids played in the bush, and
it was our little piece of paradise. Harrietville was evacuated twice this summer. Fortunately our house
still stands and our friends and community are all safe. To be honest, when I received the evacuation
notice on my phone I felt pretty numb. I did not really feel much at all because the thought of losing a
house felt pretty insignificant when I was seeing photos coming in from cousins of fire licking the
sides of the road at Corryong as they evacuated and photos coming in from friends stranded on the
beach at Mallacoota. Losing a house in Harrietville seemed pretty insignificant in the face of all that
and, in particular when I read the names of the people who had lost their lives, even more so. I know
that I am incredibly, incredibly lucky, but I did want to put on record my thanks to Tom for going back
into Harrietville, for checking on the house, for preparing it, for watering the roof and for clearing the
leaves. You made our lives and in particular my mum’s life a lot easier during that stressful time, and
we thank you for that.
There are so many stories, as people have already said, of community members doing incredible things
during these fires—saving homes, saving animals—and people donating incredible amounts of
money. The local mosque in my community is just one of thousands of community groups that have
raised funds for bushfire relief. I know the community will continue to be there; they will not stop. I
know they will pull together and support businesses and communities who have been affected. I know
that Victorians will go and visit places when it is safe to do so. My family has been going to Kangaroo
Island every year for our summer holiday since I was 15, and we will do that again this year to show
support for that community—because it is not just Victoria that has been affected either.
I also know that people across Australia will continue to rally for climate action. They will continue
to lobby governments to protect what is left of our forests and habitats for our threatened creatures and
for ourselves. My hope is that as decision-makers we look at this outpouring of support for doing
better, this outpouring of support for climate action, support for our wildlife and support for our
communities, and that we also do our part.
Mr SCOTT (Preston—Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Veterans) (12:45): I too rise to join other
members of this house in supporting the fires condolence motion and to express my sorrow, as others
have, for the lives lost and the communities impacted by these devastating bushfires. I would also like
to acknowledge the tireless and heroic efforts by frontline emergency services personnel, both career
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and volunteer, while also remembering, as others have noted, that they remain on alert as the fire
season continues.
As Minister for Veterans I would like to highlight the incredibly brave work of ADF personnel,
reservists and volunteers in responding to Victoria’s bushfires. Much of what I would say about other
matters has been covered by other speakers. I will not repeat what they have said, but I would like to
particularly focus on the work of Victoria’s ex-service organisations in supporting veterans and their
families impacted by the fires as well as the broader community. This work in the broader community
has truly been impressive. The RSL sub-branches in Mallacoota, Corryong, Myrtleford, Mount Beauty,
Eildon, Omeo and many other places directly affected by the fires have continued to aid veterans and
their families in need, despite being at the forefront of the fire-stricken areas. RSL sub-branches close
to bushfires, including Wangaratta, Warragul, Bairnsdale and Lakes Entrance, have provided shelter,
meals and beds to emergency services personnel and assisted the ADF with disaster recovery. Further
afield, RSLs across the state have raised funds to assist in the recovery effort. This includes an
extremely generous $50 000 donated by the Springvale RSL. On the ground our veterans have quietly
gone about making a big difference to those in need.
I would like to share with the house the story of Operation Veteran Assist, which has been entirely selffunded. It is a veteran group that has banded together to offer ground assistance to veterans, their
families and communities impacted directly by the bushfires. Drawing members from RSL subbranches across the state and nation, with leadership by the Hawthorn RSL sub-branch, the team was
on the ground in East Gippsland clearing debris, providing food and supplies and helping locals get
back on their feet. With their training, skills and experience, our veterans are uniquely qualified to assist
in times of disaster. They are natural leaders in the community, and they are trained for challenges like
this. But the generosity of this group giving their time, money and broad skills, including cooks,
paramedics and safety experts, all while being separated from their families, is indeed something
special. Operation Veteran Assist truly captures the spirit of mateship for which our veterans
community is renowned. I thank RSL Victoria for supporting this very special initiative. I understand
that Operation Veteran Assist remains on alert should the team be needed again this fire season.
As I mentioned previously, we must be mindful that the fire season continues, but while we do that we
also must work towards recovery. The Victorian government’s $50 million bushfire recovery initiative
is working with others in the community to help those communities recover. It is very important that
local economies across Victoria strongly work to aid the affected communities. I want to touch upon
the role that RSLs play within those communities. RSLs not only connect veterans and their families to
the support services they need; they are also social and support centres for the rest of the community in
many cases, and they remain vitally important hubs in many of the areas that have been impacted by
the bushfires. With this in mind, I invite all Victorians to consider travelling to the regions and
supporting these RSLs and the many other local businesses that are now suffering the long-term impact
of these fires. In doing so you will help support both veterans and the broader community.
I would also like to place on record my own support, and I am sure that of all Victorians, for the
generosity that has been provided to communities in need, including through the Victorian Bushfire
Appeal. I know that many others still wish to speak on this motion so I will keep my comments brief,
but may I conclude by once again offering my condolences to all those impacted by these devastating
fires and offering my sincere thanks on behalf of the community I represent to all Victorians for
coming together to support one another in this challenging time. We must continue to lend a hand
during this and future fire seasons. Together Victorians can build a stronger and more resilient
community. Again, I would like to particularly thank those from the veterans community for the work
you have done in supporting your fellow Victorians.
Mr BLACKWOOD (Narracan) (12:50): The bushfires that are still burning in East Gippsland and
the north-east started back in November and December and devastated many small communities as
well as having a major impact across both those regions. My condolences are extended to all families
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and individuals directly impacted—those that lost homes, infrastructure and business. My condolences
are also extended to the families and friends of the five men who sadly and tragically lost their lives.
These men were very valued members of their respective communities, and they will be missed by so
many people, including their family and friends.
The loss of wildlife and the damage inflicted on our natural environment is massive, but it will recover
as nature’s resilience once again comes to the fore. If we are going to reduce the impact of future fire
events, we must do better at working with Mother Nature rather than working against her. The courage
of our firefighters once again has proven to be second to none, especially our CFA volunteers. Why
would any government allow, or worse still, facilitate the undermining of our brave CFA volunteers,
who once again have sacrificed so much to protect their communities?
I also pay tribute to our timber contractors who have assisted with the firefighting effort and clean-up.
Their machinery, their expertise, their local knowledge and their skill are second to none. Their
industry must not be shut down.
Australians are well-known for their capacity to react to tragedy by supporting each other. This
mateship has been on display in our impacted communities and will continue for a long time yet as
the long road to recovery is travelled by those survivors. The generosity of Australians never ceases
to amaze and indeed has been supported by so many people from outside this country, which we will
be eternally grateful for. But the question must be asked: why are the survivors of the fires in Bunyip
North and Walhalla of March and February 2019 not receiving the same support and assistance that is
currently being quite appropriately offered to the fire survivors in East Gippsland and the north-east?
It does not matter whether your home was one of 300 lost or one of 30; the impact is still the same,
and the difficult recovery still needs the same support.
After the Bunyip and Walhalla fires the issue of fuel and fuel reduction was raised many times, and it
is happening again now with the current fires. As the Leader of The Nationals said earlier, we owe it
to all those families and individuals who have lost homes, buildings, fencing, water infrastructure and
businesses to get this right. Bushfire mitigation initiatives, including fuel reduction, must become a
priority for all of us in this house. We cannot allow those who are ideologically opposed to these
bushfire management tools being deployed to continue to put lives at risk.
I certainly do not intend to diminish the intent of this condolence motion, but I also have to mention
the disgraceful Facebook post of Environment East Gippsland member Jill Redwood celebrating and
rejoicing at the Eden chipmill being destroyed by the fire. In stark contrast to the amazing efforts of
our emergency services personnel and volunteers they chose to politicise the event, with absolutely no
consideration or regard for mill management, their workers or the community that relies on the
chipmill for the economic contribution it makes to the Eden region.
I also want to pay tribute to my colleagues the member for Gippsland East and the member for
Benambra for their enormous effort in doing all they could for their communities. I know they will
continue to be there for their communities for as long as the recovery takes.
In closing, I want to mention Andrew Clarke. Andrew and his family lost everything during the Bunyip
North fires in March last year. Their home, business and farm infrastructure are all gone. They have
battled through since then with no income and, like many of their neighbours, very little financial
support from government. This did not stop Andrew from being one of the first to arrive in Bairnsdale
with 200 round bales of hay, which were delivered to a Clifton Creek farmer in desperate need of
fodder. This typifies the Australian spirit that we have seen from so many during this terrible disaster.
Ms SETTLE (Buninyong) (12:55): I rise to support this motion. I wish to start by paying tribute
to those Forest Fire Management Victoria firefighters and the local community members who lost
their lives in this statewide disaster. I would also like to pay my respects to the nine brave firefighters
who have lost their lives across Australia during the bushfire crisis, including the US aerial crew. They
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have paid the ultimate sacrifice defending and protecting our state from these devastating fires. I extend
my deepest sympathies to their families, their friends and their workmates.
Fire seasons are something that those of us in regional electorates truly dread. We know all too well
the devastating impact that they can have on communities. This season our worst fears have played
out before our eyes, impacting every corner of our state and blanketing our cities and towns in a thick
cloud of smoke. We have all seen the horrific images that came out of Mallacoota and other parts of
Gippsland—the images of an apocalyptic sky, communities that looked like war zones, decimated
wildlife and of course the tragic loss of life.
These communities will take years to recover from this crisis, not only in the rebuilding of houses,
businesses and infrastructure but in the rebuilding of lives. In 2006 I worked in the tourism industry
and saw the devastating effects of the Grampians bushfires on the entire community, but I also
remember very well the joy that I felt the first time I saw green shoots start to sprout from the charred
tree trunks.
From this tragedy I believe there is much we can be proud of. The emergency response in Victoria has
been the best in the country, and I thank both our Premier and our Minister for Police and Emergency
Services for their strength and leadership in Victoria’s time of need. The Premier’s swift decision to
seek the assistance of our armed forces to deal with the evacuation of those at Mallacoota set the
benchmark for what eventually became a national response.
Our emergency services personnel have been truly remarkable. CFA brigades from across the state
sent crews and appliances to help with the crisis in Gippsland. Many of the brigades in my electorate
had crews in Gippsland at the peak of the crisis, and I would like to acknowledge them: Sebastopol,
Ballan, Ballarat, Cape Clear, Gordon, Haddon, Mount Buninyong, Napoleons-Enfield and of course
my own brigade, Ballarat City. I want to take this opportunity to thank those brigades and all of the
courageous emergency services personnel for their efforts and service to our community.
On Sunday I was moved to see six CFA volunteers stand before the crowds at the Australian Open on
Rod Laver Arena so that Victoria could show our thanks. I am proud to say that two of those fireys
were from my electorate: Stewart Soulsby of Balliang CFA and Ballan’s Billy Smith, who I am proud
to count as a friend. I spoke to Billy last night, and he described it as a very moving experience.
I would also like to thank the community generally for their amazing outpouring of support and
generosity. Locally, I was moved to hear of the farmers from Dunnstown, Ballan and surrounding
areas and their massive efforts to send 26 truckloads of hay to farmers in Gippsland.
The terrible truth of this fire season is that we have not yet seen its end. The State Control Centre has
now been operating for an unprecedented length of time. As recently as last Friday in my electorate
we had another fire emergency that saw the Western Freeway closed in both directions between
Bacchus Marsh and Myrniong. Our CFA volunteers have already given so much this season, yet they
continue to turn out. To them and to all our emergency services personnel, I give my deepest thanks.
It is in times of great stress that it is comforting to know that Victorians stand together.
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (12:59): I also wish to take this opportunity to rise to join the condolence
motion, moved by the Premier, and on behalf of the people of Euroa express my deepest sympathies,
particularly to those families who lost loved ones over the summer but also to those who lost homes
and property. I think it is important to remember that as we stand here this afternoon we are still in an
active fire situation. As of last night there were still seven active fires burning across the state, and to
date we have had more than 1.5 million hectares burnt and 405 homes lost as well as hundreds of nonresidential structures. And of course most tragically we have had five people die.
It is an incredibly high price to pay, and I must admit that when I got the news that there was a death
of a Forest Fire Management Victoria worker, my heart was in my mouth, because that community of
forest firefighters across the Hume region are incredibly close. I know a number of them. One of my
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best friends late last year married one of the FFMV forest firefighters, and I cannot begin to imagine
what Mat Kavanagh’s family has gone through. On behalf of the people of Euroa I sincerely want to
put on record my condolences but also my great thanks to all of the emergency services workers, all
of the agencies, the timber contractors and the random strangers who pitched in to help, most
particularly in the north-east and in Gippsland.
I think it is important to note that this fire season has taken a very high personal toll on volunteers and
families across my own region, and I sincerely thank them for the work that they have put in. Many
of them actually deployed to New South Wales months and months ago, and then they came home
and were virtually immediately deployed to either Corryong or Gippsland. This week a number of
them are going to Canberra. They are utterly exhausted.
Early in the season Benalla sent its number 2 tanker to New South Wales. It was cross-crewed by the
local group. They were relieved at some point, and that tanker has now seemingly travelled the
country. No-one actually knows where it is. At some point it was spotted in Gippsland, I think possibly
crewed by Canadians, and there is a belief that someone has seen it somewhere in a workshop down
in Gippsland. I think that illustrates how people have thrown all the resources they have at this, and
hopefully at some point that tanker will come back to our local brigade.
Euroa also had a very close shave last month with the Balmattum Hill fire, and I want to personally
thank John Furlanetto, Graeme Seach, John Dunn and all of the other volunteers locally that were on
the ground managing that fire, as well as the police and the other emergency services involved in the
strike teams who came from outside of our region to help. We were lucky not to lose any homes,
particularly given the proximity of the fire to the town. Had the wind been blowing in a different
direction it would have been a different story. I should also say that aerial support made an enormous
difference. We are incredibly lucky in our region to have Kestrel Aviation on our doorstep. I know
Ray and Eleanor have been working tirelessly for months, and their work is high risk, so I particularly
want to put on record my thanks to them as well. Those aerial bombers in the Strathbogies, like in the
High Country, can be the difference between a fire and a disaster.
There is little doubt in my mind that climate change has impacted the breadth and extent of fires that
we have had this season. Volunteers have told me that they have seen fire behaviour that they had
never seen before. But I think the efforts of some to attribute the severity of this season’s fires solely
to climate change are also a mistake. There are a range of factors at play here. One of those is the fuel
loads in the bush, and we have had fire experts and communities telling us now for many years their
concerns about that. It is quite rare perhaps, but I do agree with the Leader of the House on this
occasion that we need to be led by experts and by evidence.
That is the reason why the royal commission was led to make recommendations that we need a 5 per
cent annual target in this state. That was on the back of extensive evidence from people like Kevin
Tolhurst. There are people like Ewan Waller, a highly respected former chief fire officer in this state,
who have been making these warnings in recent months as well, and it is for that reason that I believe
we do need a transparent, independent, bipartisan inquiry in this state into the events of this summer—
because communities deserve the opportunity to put their concerns directly to the Parliament. Today
we offer our words, but what really matters to these communities is our actions.
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong—Minister for Prevention of Family Violence, Minister for Women,
Minister for Youth) (13:05): Like many in this chamber, my heart broke watching the scenes of
devastation around our state over the last couple of months. Ours is a state—and indeed it is a nation—
that knows fire well. We know the threat, we know the fear, we know the warning signs. We are pretty
used to fire ban days, and of course we are pretty used to checking the wind warnings. We know, also,
the consequences. But so far this fire season has been particularly fierce, and it has been particularly
unforgiving, and this, I think we all would agree, was a brand-new level of emergency.
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Those of us that live outside of the immediate danger areas grieve with all those who are directly
affected and with all those who gave up so much to protect our broader Victorian and Australian
community. We grieve for those who have lost their homes—not just bricks and mortar but years of
memories, livelihoods, land and, as we also know, livestock as well, among many other things. We
grieve for the loss of wildlife—millions of animals, as we have heard, that had nowhere to escape to—
not to mention the millions of hectares of habitat lost. As we have heard from other speakers, we are
still coming to terms with the scale of that impact and will no doubt be doing much work in the time
ahead under the leadership of the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change to try and
ameliorate that impact. Most of all, though, we grieve for those who lost their lives, and my thoughts—
along with many others, I know, in this chamber—and condolences are with their loved ones, for
whom life will never quite be the same again.
As the Minister for Women, though, I am also all too aware of the suffering that women face during
disasters such as these. Our experience of life is often very gendered, and our experience of disaster is
no different. Too often the unique experience of women is overlooked in our response, and we are
keen to ensure that this is not the case this time. The same can be said also for the experiences of young
people in our communities.
These events cause enormous emotional, social and financial stress, including homelessness and
unemployment. We know that women are particularly susceptible to these and that these events can
result in greater sacrifice and in the uptake of more unpaid and often hidden caregiving, often at the
expense of paid work. Those pressures, it should be said, also flow through to the young people in those
family units. We also know from past experience that in the wake of these disasters and the personal
devastation that these disasters cause we often see a spike in the reporting of family violence incidents.
This government, the Andrews government, is committed to supporting everyone affected by these
fires, not just now when we are facing the immediate after-effects but of course in the months and
years to come as we help communities rebuild their homes and their schools and during the often
longer period of emotional recovery that needs to take place. We are with you.
I have been really heartened by stories of Victorians at their very best during this crisis, and I would
like to quickly share with you the work of Girl Guides Victoria as one example of this wonderful work.
The Girl Guides have raised funds to help communities, as so many other groups have, but they have
also opened their halls and they have provided food and water to families seeking shelter. They have
made care packages and written letters of love and support for emergency services personnel, and they
have even made wraps and bandages for injured native animals. I love that these young women took
it upon themselves to respond to this tragedy with empathy but also with energy, just when our state
needed it the most. This work and these inspiring young women are a testament to the value of Girl
Guides, and I am so very proud of them. I want to say, on behalf of the government, thank you.
I also want to thank the many local community groups in my electorate that stepped up to do their bit
in raising funds—often extraordinary amounts, I have got to say—to support the bushfire effort.
Generosity should always be commended, but I think it is particularly special when it comes from
those who have very little in their own pockets—and this is the story of generosity in the Dandenong
community. To the many individuals and organisations, I say thank you. To name just a few of those
organisations, we have the Tamil Senior Citizens Fellowship, the Hindu Society of Victoria, the
Bangladeshi community in Australia, the Victorian Hazara community, Sikh Volunteers Australia, the
Omar-Farooq Mosque and of course the south-east’s South Sudanese community, whose efforts were
so eloquently acknowledged by the member for Bass earlier on. There have been many, many others.
Some I have been alerted to; others I will not even know about who will have worked quietly and
diligently to help those in need without asking for any thanks or congratulations themselves. I say
thank you.
I also want to add my voice to the many others who have given thanks to our emergency services
workers and leaders who have defended and protected our communities; of course to the local
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members who we have heard about who have given so much of themselves to represent their
communities—and I say that to members of all sides of this chamber; of course to the ministers
responsible, in particular the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change as well; and of course the Premier. The parliamentary secretaries
have also been doing so much work in this space. The effect of these fires will be felt by Victorians
for many, many years, and I think that has been at the centre of many of the contributions in this house
today. So I want to conclude by saying we are with you, all of you.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (13:11): I join the fire condolence motion. My condolences to the families
and friends of Mat Kavanagh, Bill Slade, David Moresi, Mick Roberts from Upper Buchan and Fred
Becker and to the people that have died in New South Wales, the ACT and South Australia.
They are estimating that 1.5 million hectares have been burnt in Victoria and that in Victoria over
400 homes have been lost and maybe 2800 homes across the country.
I grew up in Bairnsdale, and it is without doubt the best place in the world to grow up. East Gippsland
has absolutely everything on offer for everyone. But Gippsland, and especially East Gippsland, has its
challenges: floods, droughts and bushfires, and all to the extreme—all to the real extreme. It is
devastating to see what has happened to the towns, the farms, the parks and the state forests. It is
upsetting—the lack of preparation by so-called experts in protecting our forests. Fuel reduction needs
to take place around country towns to make sure that they are protected. When they are most in need,
we have to make sure that fuel reduction is done properly around those country towns.
When I visited Bairnsdale, I stayed at my brother Dale’s place at Eagle Point, which is on the other
side of Lake King. His lounge room was full of family photos, documents and other personal items.
What had happened was that a couple of his friends had had their house burn to the ground, and before
the fires came they were able to empty the house of those valuable non-replaceable items, take them
over to my brother’s place and store them safely to make sure that they were kept. They were treasured
photos and other documents. They left with just the clothes on their back.
Another friend of mine from Sarsfield was absolutely devastated and was in two minds as to whether
he would rush back into the house to get the photos off the wall or get in the car and drive. Fortunately,
he chose to drive and get out, again just with the clothes on his back.
The member for Benambra, an incredible country MP, is connected with everyone, and every time I
am in his electorate I cannot help but be impressed by the work that he does and his connections. When
a bushfire disaster comes, he is able to make those connections to bring the situation under control a
lot more. Not only was he fighting the fires in Bunyip last year; he was also on the trucks this year,
working as a CFA volunteer as well as being the local MP.
The member for Gippsland East in Ovens Valley: the work that he did—his absolute commitment—
was incredible. I spent time with him, and like the other country members of Parliament in this
chamber he is well connected. I spent time with him, going out with the Leader of the Liberal Party to
Sarsfield and to Bruthen to see the devastation. We headed to Lucknow to a recovery centre to see the
many volunteers. We met a young man there who I spoke to. I said, ‘You’re not a local’. He said no.
He had driven up from Clayton and was sleeping in his car. He just wanted to help out at the Lucknow
recovery centre—quite extraordinary. The Sikh community were doing a lot of trade on the day next
to the saleyards; they were there in droves, and it was so good to see.
Can I thank the CFA brigades right across the state, especially the ones from Knox—Boronia,
Bayswater and mighty Scoresby—that went down to fight those fires. I know the Scoresby CFA
firefighters came back with the Navy out of Mallacoota. Can I thank the Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning, the MFB, the SES, the Victorian Council of Churches Emergencies
Ministry, the Red Cross and Salvation Army. The Minister for Women mentioned the guides and the
scouts. These volunteers do an incredible job.
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The recovery is so important. It has been referred to by many members of Parliament. It is important
that we get people down to the bushfire areas, and I think that the initiative by the member for
Gippsland East, about the golden fish, is such a great idea. To be able to go down—
Ms Allan interjected.
Mr WELLS: And I thank the government for taking up the member for Gippsland East’s great
initiative about the golden fish. It will be a great attraction to get everyone back into East Gippsland.
With that, I thank all of the volunteers who participated, all the career firefighters and others, and my
condolences to the families of those that have passed.
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Crime Prevention, Minister for Corrections, Minister for
Youth Justice, Minister for Victim Support) (13:16): It is an honour to join the condolence motion.
Before I speak on my relevant portfolio, corrections, I also want to pay tribute to the Victorians,
Australians, Americans and indeed the wildlife that have been tragically taken during these recent
bushfires. I also want to obviously pay tribute to the Premier, the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services and cabinet colleagues. When you hear the contributions from both sides of the Parliament
today—local members, regional members—you do just see how bushfires affect everyone.
It has come up for me on a couple of occasions: what actually happens to prisoners during a bushfire?
Many members probably are not aware, but across Australia about six prisons were evacuated, mainly
along the eastern seaboard—a couple in Queensland, several in New South Wales and one in Victoria.
Not in living memory has a prison ever been fully evacuated in Victoria. The reason for my contribution
to this motion is to put on the record as Minister for Corrections my deep thanks and appreciation to
Dr Emma Cassar, the corrections commissioner, and her assistant commissioners and deputy
commissioner; the general managers involved at Beechworth prison, in particular Terry Jose; and Mick
Trotter at Dhurringile—managing about 190 prisoners’ evacuation is no easy feat when you are doing
it for the first time. For it to be the success that it was is something very important. We do know that we
would have heard about it if it was not a success, but it was a success and they are to be congratulated.
I also hope that it says a little bit about our government and the humane approach we take with prisoners.
Corrections Victoria evacuated some prisoners from Beechworth with the Corryong fire and smoke. A
very small number got evacuated first and foremost, and then the decision was made by the
commissioner in consultation with the emergency services commissioner and the Chief Commissioner
of Police to do the full evacuation. The emergency preparedness plan was activated on 3 January, and
it was a success. I took great delight in being able to travel to Beechworth, and Dhurringile as well, to
thank in person not only the hardworking corrections staff but also the prisoners.
Prisoners are very much used to their routine—their structured day, their education, their industry
participation—and then to get up and have that uplifted and moved to another location is not always
easy. But I think it does show that this government is about prevention, as much as it can be, as well
as putting humanity first. The facility has returned to normal, but the corrections office staff are very
much involved in their local CFA, helping the local community and helping their volunteers, because
prisons are very much embedded in the local community.
I also had the pleasure, with the Attorney-General, this morning to attend the opening of the legal year.
I want to commend the Attorney. She essentially dedicated her speech to the role of the legal sector
through bushfires. We know through Black Saturday that no-one could put a figure on the 173 lives
lost, but over $4.4 billion was the conservative estimate of the total cost of Black Saturday. Insurance
claims were about $1.2 billion, and you have got to put that in context. That is people making insurance
claims; that is not putting in the figures for people that are (a) uninsured or (b) underinsured. So our
community legal services, as we talk about recovery and we talk about going forward, are going to be
very important, and the Attorney put that on record this morning at the opening of the legal year.
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If I could just seek one brief indulgence for my local community, I want to commend the member for
Bass for her acknowledgement of the South Sudanese community. I deal with the South Sudanese
community very regularly, particularly as the Minister for Youth Justice. With the member for
Essendon I participated in a bushfire relief run on Sunday around Boeing Reserve in Strathmore. I
want to thank Athletics Essendon, Red and Black Running, Essendon Baseball Club and Northern
Runners club. We raised over $3000, which will go to the Victorian Bushfire Appeal as well as the
Victorian wildlife fund and appeal. But I am getting to the South Sudanese connection.
When I got out of the car Jerkuei, known as Jerry Anyuon, approached me. I had met Jerry before. A
couple of times the member for Essendon and I have hit the cutting room floor because he was very
involved in the Buckley Street level crossing removal. I think maybe the Minister for Transport
Infrastructure has probably met Jerry as well. He came up again just to thank me briefly for the
government’s infrastructure program and say what it meant for him. He has actually worked on just
about every major infrastructure project in the state. I will not tell you his personal story from South
Sudan, the family members he lost and the role of his experience in the refugee camp, but his is another
great story of someone who has turned their life around and is giving back. I did not expect to see Jerry
at the fun run. I do not think you did either, member for Essendon, and to run alongside him gave me
a good indication of where I sat as a runner, I have got to say.
I just want to say something about what the Minister for Child Protection touched on, the role of
community health services. When I visited Beechworth I also visited Merri Health at Wangaratta.
They are responsible for our victims assistance program, and their phone lines and their
communications have been very important in these recent months. As the Minister for Victim Support,
I want to just put on record my support for the role of our community health organisations right around
the state and the work they are doing to support vulnerable Victorians and people that have been
affected and are being traumatised and need every assistance they can get on that road to recovery.
Finally, since Black Saturday Corrections Victoria and prisoners have been shown here in Victoria
and also interstate and indeed around the world in places like California to have a ready-made
workforce that is ready to assist in any way possible. We stand ready, and we look forward to working
with and assisting communities as we go forward.
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (13:23): I rise in support of the fire condolence motion moved by the
Premier. The impacts of these fires that have occurred over this summer in 2020 have been
catastrophic. Five people here in Victoria have lost their lives, and I want to pay tribute to them—to
David Moresi, to Mick Roberts, to Fred Becker, to Mat Kavanagh and to Bill Slade. We pay tribute
to them, and our thoughts are with their families, just as our thoughts are with those of the 29 others
that have lost their lives in the fires in New South Wales, the ACT and South Australia. Hundreds of
homes have been destroyed, over 1 million hectares burnt—massive environmental destruction,
animals killed, habitat lost—with fires still burning and the threat to people still remaining.
I also want to acknowledge that the impact will be felt for a long time. I think what we have got to
remember is that when people return home, when homes are rebuilt and when people return to their
normal lives and some sense of normalcy for some—for survivors and those who have responded to
the bushfires—that is when the impact and the trauma can often be felt the most. Certainly I want to
acknowledge the need for ongoing support for them.
This fire season has started earlier and is going longer. A code red in November is not normal, so I
want to acknowledge and thank everyone who has responded to these fires. When my Greens
colleagues and I had a briefing from the commissioner, the extent of these fires really hit home, but
what was really clear in that briefing was the professionalism of those who were responding—the
massive response and what that entails, and the coordination. But it was all focused on saving lives
and supporting those in harm’s way, so it did provide some comfort that people’s lives were front and
centre in their efforts. Thank you to all, from fireys on the ground to the commissioner and his team,
to emergency services, public servants, the defence force and volunteers.
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We will learn from these fires, just like we learned from Black Saturday. No doubt since Black Saturday
the clear advice and the warnings to people to evacuate have saved lives. Yes, there will be a lot more
to learn and understand from these fires. Personally I have learned a lot just having this condolence
motion today and hearing from MPs in those electorates. So, yes, we do support a royal commission.
Let us look at climate change; let us look at land management; let us look at all the elements.
I do want to take this moment, and I think it has been alluded to by some members, to hit on the head
that vile conspiracy theory that was travelling around during the bushfires that somehow the Greens
are responsible for land management or hazard reduction burns in these areas. That is false, and to
even drop a hint that it is somehow an inner-city ideology or something along those lines—we hear
what you are saying—is a vile conspiracy theory and it needs to end.
What has been incredible is the incredible outpouring of support from people in Victoria, in local
towns but also across our state and across the world—people raising and donating money and giving
up time. I remember my time at the Salvation Army during Black Saturday, and I understand that
people are very keen to bring goods and clothes and what have you, but often the logistics of actually
receiving those goods is overwhelming. So it was really good to see the message out there that the best
thing to do is for people to donate money, and people have really answered the call.
In my patch I was really pleased to join in a local relief run around the Tan and along the Yarra. I want
to really acknowledge and do a shout-out to ultra-distance runner Samantha Gash, who started the
relief run initiative which has now raised over $1 million from people worldwide doing a run and
donating money. I give special acknowledgement to Samantha.
Australia has been in the hearts and minds of people all over the world. Like many people right around
the world we have felt really helpless as we have watched those images of people, of children, being
evacuated from Mallacoota by boat, our cities engulfed by smoke—one of the, if not the, biggest
climate catastrophes in earth’s history occurring right here, right now, in our own country and in our
own state. As a representative, as an MP, you cannot ignore the demand for climate action from
Victorians and Australians, which hangs in the air as thick as the smoke that engulfed our city. It is
clear, and we all agree. The consensus is out there: these bushfires are linked to climate change.
We need to do more on climate change, but what I want to do is outline: what exactly does that mean
and what does it mean in Victoria? It does mean a phase-out of coal-fired power stations and a planned
transition for local economies. Forty per cent of our emissions here in Victoria are coming from coalfired power stations, and we do not have that transition plan in place. It does mean no new fossil fuel
projects. Currently in Victoria we have investigations into and funding for new fossil fuel projects. It
does mean an immediate end to native forest logging. These precious carbon stores are home to so
many species. It does mean a rapid transition to sustainable transport and zero emissions vehicles.
Emission from transport is around 20 per cent in Victoria. It is on the rise, and we do not have a plan
to get it back down. That is what climate action here in Victoria actually means. These actions are all
eminently achievable. They are right in front of us.
I know with a lot of people there is a lot of cynicism and a lot of feeling that these solutions are out of
reach or for some time in the future or that this is some sort of intractable political problem that is now
impossible to solve. That is not true. Change is right in front of us. I almost feel like I can grab it, and
I have got great optimism that we here in this state and this chamber can rise to the challenge.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (13:31): It is with deep sadness that I again join a condolence motion on
the scourge of bushfires in this state. Indeed not only has this fire event been unprecedented in our
state’s history but it is unprecedented in our nation’s history—not just for the scope and scale, which
has impacted on every state in this nation, particularly along the eastern and southern seaboards, but
because it is so much earlier in the season. I echo the words of the Parliamentary Secretary for Police
and Emergency Services, himself a former career firefighter: we have never seen a fire season begin in
October.
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I want to acknowledge the firefighters who have lost their lives here in Victoria, employees from
Forest Fire Management Victoria and Parks Victoria. I pay my respects to their loved ones—it was
incredibly moving that they were here for the beginning of this motion—and also their friends and
their work colleagues. They had undoubted respect across this state, and as many members have said
the ripple effect of their loss is enormous.
I want to acknowledge our fire chiefs, who were here earlier. I think the strain was really showing on
their faces. They are amazing professionals, and they are working in an unprecedentedly collaborative
way, but they are tired. I say to them: I know that we have still got fire in the landscape and the season
still has a long way to go, but please look after yourselves. It is like the oxygen mask on a plane; you
have got to put the oxygen mask on yourself first and then for others. If you guys are not hale and
hearty, you are not going to be able to keep the rest of us safe.
I was reminded particularly at my own Wattle Glen CFA brigade meeting this week of the ravages of
fatigue on firefighters. Some of the members there, along with many others from across the Nillumbik
group and across the Whittlesea-Diamond Valley group, were deployed very early in the season to the
Grafton and northern New South Wales fires. Some members of the Wattle Glen brigade were right
beside a firefighter who was in my age group, the age group of the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services and the age group of the fire chiefs, and this man had been on the fireground for nine days
straight. He fell to the ground in cardiac arrest. I am pleased to say that those firefighters from Wattle
Glen grabbed the defibrillator that was on their truck and started using it, along with members from
the NSW Rural Fire Service, and they actually flattened three defibrillators keeping that firefighter
alive until a paramedic was winched down on a wire and saved that man’s life. To echo the words of
the member for Frankston, the Parliamentary Secretary for Police and Emergency Services, let us
please focus on the amazing saves, like this man’s life and like the houses that have been saved. With
every firefighter—and I know, having done 13 years service myself—you always focus on the losses,
but we need to encourage our firefighters, all our emergency services personnel and our first
responders to celebrate the amazing saves that they have done. It is truly remarkable when you see the
amount of fire in the landscape.
I want to thank particularly the Premier for his leadership and the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services. I have known the minister since the early 1990s, and she is an absolute warrior. She has just
been calm in the face of such a terrible and ongoing situation, and I know that she has had absolutely
no time off since we broke from Parliament. Minister, I know that you will keep working, but please
do not wait too long to take a break. It really showed with the Premier’s and with the minister’s
leadership how much they had learned and absorbed from being part of the cabinet subcommittee that
led the recovery after Black Saturday. It is not only those leaders but others that were also around the
cabinet table then.
To the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change I particularly offer my support because
all of the firefighters that we have lost in Victoria have been in her portfolio, and I know that that must
be a really difficult cross to bear. I commend her for the leadership that she has shown in looking after
those firefighters and their families but also in responding so well to the loss of wildlife, which has
added to the horror of the loss of life and the loss of property.
I know that all firefighters and people in fire-affected communities and across the state very much
grieve the shocking toll that these fires have taken on our wildlife, and that is the position interstate as
well. I want to thank the other agencies in Minister D’Ambrosio’s portfolios: Zoos Victoria, all the
vets that have come to the aid of our wildlife and the thousands of wildlife carers and their shelters—
they are mainly volunteers who have stepped up, the volunteers who have knitted and sewn patches
and swaddling material for that injured wildlife and have cared for that injured wildlife.
I have mentioned the fire chiefs, but I want to commend every single first responder that has been on
the ground and is still on the fireground. On the excellent briefing that was provided to all members
of Parliament last night by the fire chiefs, I want to thank them for the time they spent briefing us when
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they are obviously so exhausted. I want to thank every single one of their teams across this state, career
and volunteer, who have worked so seamlessly well.
In my local community I mentioned members of the Wattle Glen brigade. Every fire brigade in the
Nillumbik group, in the Whittlesea Diamond Valley group and in the Mitchell group have sent
firefighters and have been active since the beginning of this fire season, which was back in October.
In the Nillumbik group I want to thank Matt Knight, the group officer, who is an outstanding leader.
Nine brigades and 161 members have been deployed since 14 November 2019—and that is in excess
of 835 days worked. I know that many of those volunteers were deployed to Mallacoota. The usual
long-haul strike team used to be three days; it is now five to seven. That is the sort of sacrifice that
volunteers and their families are making during this fire emergency. I know that those volunteers and
those first responders protected Mallacoota with every fibre of their being. Please focus on what you
save, not on the losses. They were there on the beach with every member of that community and all
the holiday-makers that were stuck there.
People like the Schrader family from Wattle Glen were there with their extended family. I think there
were about 20 of them. One of the Schraders’ daughters was eight months pregnant, and they had three
other little babies as part of their group, so you can just imagine how frightening it must have been for
the Schraders and all the other families that were there. They fortunately had a friend with a plane—I
would love to have a friend with a plane—that was able to come and get them within about 36 hours.
When you think of any member of your family who is pregnant or has babies—almost every area of
the state has been impacted by the dreadful smoke that the member for Frankston has said is actually
going to traverse the whole planet—it must have been really frightening. I refer to the generosity of
spirit of the Schraders when I met them in Wattle Glen a couple of weeks later. They really were not
troubled at all about the five or six cars that their family had left in Mallacoota. It was a couple of boats
and caravans. They said they were expecting it would be a dreadful, dreadful mess, with fresh meat
and goodness knows what else in their vehicles, but they really were not troubled about that at all.
I want to mention particularly firefighter Liz Mildenhall. That is a name that is well known to people
in this chamber. Liz is a grandmother. Many grandmothers are sitting at home by the fire, but not Liz.
She is an active firefighter with the Christmas Hills brigade. She has been on several deployments and
she has talked about the sort of work they do. Steve Warrington, the CFA chief officer, made it very,
very clear last night in the briefing that these fires had been totally different. It has been community
first, not fire first. Many of the firefighters have not actually been involved in firefighting at all; they
have been keeping and preserving the spirits of the community, keeping them safe and keeping their
spirits up. It is people like Liz who have done that. If you meet Liz, she has the most beautiful, bright
engaging smile, and she and many other brigade members like her have been providing support to
Mallacoota, to Cann River and to many others.
There will be a lot to do in recovery. Many others have mentioned that. But I specifically want to say
as the Parliamentary Secretary for Regional Victoria and Parliamentary Secretary for Sport that the
sporting community is definitely with you. We saw it in the Australian Open. Nick Kyrgios, I am now
a fan; I was not before. For every ace he donated $200, and he led that idea at the Australian Open,
encouraging all those tennis players to do that. There was fundraising at the Boxing Day Test and at
all cricket events since, and virtually every cricket and football club in my community has played each
other in a T20 and have raised amounts from $5000 to $10 000 for each of those events. Numerous
restaurants have donated tips for the week and their bosses have doubled the tips. We all need to go
out and tip heavily, take our empty eskies across East Gippsland, across north-east Victoria. We have
school holidays coming up, we have a long weekend coming up, we badly need to do it. Sadly, great
friends of mine in Porepunkah are going to lose their third—
The SPEAKER: Order! I am going to ask the member for Yan Yean to conclude her remarks.
Ms GREEN: Okay, I will wind up. Thank you, Speaker, for the wind-up.
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I would just say get out there with your empty esky. Thank you to the firefighters for organising those
cash bashes across Victoria. Get on it. I commend this motion to the house.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (13:44): I rise and begin by supporting this condolence motion
today and also say that a number of people from all sides of the house have spoken very passionately
and eloquently about the situations in their electorates and their communities. I think they have shown
the important compassion we need in this house at these very important times.
Could I also acknowledge the devastating loss of the five people that have lost their lives and send my
condolences to their families. I want to acknowledge the 400 families that have lost their homes and
the many hundreds more that have had a severe impact on their homes and are really picking up the
pieces. Could I also acknowledge those who have lost their livelihoods. We look at the devastation of
1.5 million hectares of land, much of that agricultural land that has been lost and that will take years
to repair. That has left people without livelihoods and left them to pick up the pieces in their
communities.
I will be talking today as the Shadow Minister for Police and the Shadow Minister for Community
Safety and certainly from what I have been able to experience on the ground. I also acknowledge the
minister and others that have been working on the ground for what they have been doing. Especially
could I acknowledge the enormous amount of work that our emergency services workers and our
volunteers have been doing to keep our community safe. It is really at these times when we understand
just how important it is to have people on the ground that understand what keeping communities safe
is all about. We can be very proud to know that we have had those people lead the way, and we have
had volunteers leave their families during what is normally a holiday period to work with their other
families, which they support each and every day in the volunteer community, and they have done that
for weeks on end, many without a break, many without a weekend. They have done that purely to
keep us all safe.
Could I particularly make mention of the member for Gippsland East and my colleague and good
friend the member for Benambra. Visiting both of those electorates has given somebody from a city
seat—where we obviously do not get to experience these types of terrible disasters, thankfully,
firsthand—an understanding of the completely different way in which things operate. The respect that
both of these members have on the ground is something that really does demonstrate just how
important it is for us as local members to know what we need to do when these situations arise.
The member for Benambra, as we have heard, is a CFA firefighter and volunteer, and he was fighting
the fires and then going out into his community and talking with his community about those that have
been affected and what needs to be done now to pick up the pieces. We met with a number of people,
including those that run the Man from Snowy River Bush Festival in Corryong. Here is a festival that
runs in April. The whole town has 1200 people. It brings 25 000 people into the town. They had their
equipment burnt out, and up until a few weeks ago they were not going to run that festival. The member
for Benambra, who also sits on the board and is a volunteer with their organisation as well, has been
working to get that festival going.
As a coincidence, when I turned into Corryong, people from my community, I am proud to say, put
the hat around and said, ‘We want to make sure that we fundraise to help those affected by fires’. To
date they have raised $2.5 million in our community locally, and that has been matched by another
$2.5 million. So the Jewish community in Melbourne have now raised $5 million. I want to commend
those who have been involved in that. I will have more to say about that, but people like David
Smorgon, Ruth Alter, Ian Davis and others have just been so deliberate to ensure that they have those
funds. They were in Corryong visiting a school. They are putting a back-to-school program together
for schools and for many of those kids to ensure they can get back to school and get on with their lives.
We had the opportunity, the member for Benambra and I, to meet with them and to talk with them and
to show them the Man from Snowy River Bush Festival and the potential to be able to support that.
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Just in closing, the member for Gippsland East, when I met with him, took me to Doug Caulfield—
no coincidence, the fact that Doug Caulfield has the same surname as my electorate. He has been
running the Gippsland Emergency Relief Fund that has been going for 25 years-plus. That group
provides relief on the ground and support on the ground. What I noticed from that more than anything
is that people need support. This is not something that is going to end in a month or two; this is years
down the track. We all need to get together; we all need to help with that.
If I could finish by thanking Victoria Police—2070 Victoria Police have been out on the ground during
these fires, doing terrific work. We have had over 180 traffic management areas to ensure that we are
able to manage people, and 67 000 people have been evacuated, and they have had to be managed.
My final thing, and I do not want to end with a negative, is that I have to say this. We have heard the
Greens speak here today. Climate change is an important thing that we all acknowledge. However,
can I just say: there is a time and there is a place. We saw protesters in the city during the middle of
these fires. When our police should have been out there protecting our fire-affected areas, they were
having to go out there and babysit these protesters. It is an absolute disgrace. I think protesters should
really consider what they are doing, particularly at these time-sensitive times. We have the appropriate
time for this. We can all talk about it, but it is not during a bushfire.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (13:50): Our sunburnt country has suffered unprecedented fires
this summer. The reach of the flames has burned a landmass roughly the size of Italy. Mega-fronts
uniting across states created their own weather, threatening lives on a previously unimagined scale.
Fire still rages in Victoria, reminding us that this deadly threat remains ominous.
Today we offer condolences to the five families who lost loved ones in Victoria and extend our
embrace to families who have also suffered this cruel fate as fires spread across New South Wales,
South Australia and the ACT. We are humbled by and grateful for the courage of our first responders,
professionals, volunteers and everyday people who put themselves in harm’s way, saving lives, homes
and communities.
It is also important to acknowledge the commitment of community leaders, including schools, local
governments, MPs from all parties and the exemplary leadership at the state level from Andrew Crisp
and Emergency Management Victoria, the Premier, the tireless Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, her cabinet colleagues, parliamentary secretaries, public servants and the media, particularly
the ABC. Eyewitness updates are invaluable.
Little more than a decade ago Victoria suffered Australia’s worst natural disaster—the Black Saturday
bushfires that killed 173 people. This summer’s fires mark a significant difference that needs a new
unity ticket to tackle it. It was not a one-off catastrophic event but a series of burns converging to
define a new phenomenon, long-predicted to produce more frequent and serious wildfires.
Day turned into night at Mallacoota and required Australia’s biggest evacuation since Cyclone Tracy
razed Darwin. Defence force helicopters and ships rescued thousands of holiday-makers and locals
from the postcard fishing village. Melbourne and Canberra, rated amongst the world’s most liveable
cities, became the world’s most polluted. Skies over Auckland turned an eerie orange as dark plumes
raised alarm across the Tasman and eventually could be filmed circling the globe. Even Eden feared
Armageddon.
Australians are overwhelmingly practical, not ideological. They are looking for unity tickets that
deliver results. The Australian government has recognised the need to improve our military and first
responder coordination to prevent, fight and recover from the catastrophic fires we will continue to
confront.
Victoria is one of the world’s most fire-prone areas. We have had the benefit of a series of royal
commissions of inquiry following past catastrophes. We have established links with international
jurisdictions, and Victoria continues to lead with initiatives such as the recently announced Bushfire
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Recovery Victoria, a new, permanent and dedicated Victorian government agency working directly
with local communities to listen, help and deliver what they need. In this spirit I am proposing that
Victoria also establishes a life preservation centre as a world-leading centre of excellence to address
this existential threat. It would coordinate international and Australian research from universities and
key institutions such as the CSIRO and the Bureau of Meteorology and leading government agencies
across jurisdictions. Such a consortia would focus on delivering initiatives for bushfire mitigation,
response, recovery, community resilience and the impact of climate change.
I am also proposing the Maygar Barracks in Broadmeadows as an ideal site to develop the seamless
strategy the Prime Minister has called for between the Australian defence forces and first responders.
This site is being used as a logistics hub to fight this summer’s bushfires and was essential in
responding to Black Saturday and other disasters. It is strategically located, near our curfew-free
international airport—Melbourne Airport—and Essendon Airport. Such an initiative would honour
the history and heritage of this compound, where diggers, light horsemen and Victoria Cross winners
were trained and dispatched to fight nation-defining battles at Gallipoli and the Western Front, where
they were hailed as heroes in France. This base should be developed in a bipartisan way to assist our
contemporary heroes to save lives as part of the Premier’s rallying call today: ‘We will not be defined
by the ruin but by the recovery’.
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (13:55): Australians well know Dorothea Mackellar’s poem
My Country, and those of us in rural Australia well know the line particularly about ‘droughts and
flooding rains’. But there is another line in that poem that has been going through my head the last
month or so, and that is ‘Her beauty and her terror’. Everyone before me has outlined the terror that
we have seen with these fires right throughout eastern Victoria and the north-east but also up and down
the east coast of Australia and into South Australia as well. That terror has been there.
I know that Dorothea Mackellar’s poem was actually about the landscape, but I am sure when she
refers to beauty she would not mind if I appropriated that for the beauty of the people. We have just
seen some amazing community responses and generosity and humanity from Australians and
Victorians as a result of these fires. I have seen it in my own electorate. Thankfully my electorate was
not directly affected by the fires, but we did provide some spillover relief at relief centres in Sale. We
saw it through people coming to help at those and those in East Gippsland itself.
The Sale showgrounds has a camping area. For a couple of days they had up to 300 people there who
had evacuated from East Gippsland and needed somewhere to set up shop. On one of the nights there,
a few days after the fire front went through, a group of blokes from Melbourne arrived who were
barbecue enthusiasts, and they fed 300 people with meat and salads that were all donated. We had the
Islamic council volunteers turn up with trailer loads of bottles of water and supplies and goods. Other
speakers have already mentioned the Sikhs who turned up in Bairnsdale with foods, who were doing
an amazing job. Then of course we have the hay runners that have been donating and delivering hay
from right throughout Australia but certainly right throughout Victoria. I am pleased to say a lot of hay
has come out of South Gippsland, where we are in a good situation and have abundant hay. That has
been just phenomenal—the generosity that there has been. Everyone from the top to the bottom, from
Twiggy Forrest donating $70 million down to the two kids who I would say were about 10 or 11 in
Stratford one day—Caan and Charlotte—who had set up a lemonade stall in the door of their mum’s
shop and were raising funds for bushfire relief. Just a couple of kids—it was fantastic.
The recovery is now going to be the difficult thing. I acknowledge that we are still really in the middle
of summer and there is still a hot period of high danger to go, but the recovery will be very long. That
was brought home to me a few weeks ago when my state Nationals colleagues and the federal member
for Nicholls, Damian Drum, ventured up to Gelantipy and did a couple of days in East Gippsland,
assisting with rolling up fences. We spent some time on one farm. We probably did 5 hours, four or
five of us with the farmer, and we would be lucky if we rolled up 1.5 kilometres, maybe 2 kilometres,
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of fencing. This particular individual farmer had 40 kilometres of fencing that he had to deal with. I
can tell you it is hard work, and it would be demoralising trying to do it on your own.
So there is a long time to go, and we will need the support of government and of everyone. I encourage
other members to come down and holiday—come for a weekend, come for a day trip—in East
Gippsland but also other parts of Gippsland, because it has affected the rest of my electorate in South
Gippsland and even down to the Bass Coast and other areas as well that have had a big hit from the
fires and the cancellation of bookings.
Just briefly, the other thing that I just want to touch on in this short time, so that I can let other people
have the opportunity to speak, is that we need to learn the lessons from the fires. Other members have
touched on it. I think fuel reduction and roadside vegetation management have to be better. We have
to do much better. But I actually think that we need to really look at how we manage public land better.
There is a misguided perception that if you close off and lock up public land, whether it is national
parks, state parks—whatever—you are protecting it. You are not. We actually need to learn the lessons
from our Indigenous Australians, who managed the land throughout the whole year, mostly with fire.
There are some fantastic practitioners. My colleague in the upper house, Melina Bath, has done a lot
of work with the return of the fire stick program. I encourage anyone who is interested in this who is
not sure what the facts are to get a book—it is in the library here in Parliament—called The Biggest
Estate on Earth by Bill Gammage, which outlines exactly how Australia was and how it was managed
with fire pre-1788, and we must do that.
I will wrap up there to say thanks to the CFA volunteers, the emergency services and first responders,
the Australian Defence Force, the service clubs and the volunteers from everywhere who have jumped
in to help. The ABC in Gippsland did a fantastic job as well and all the other local media too. I would
also like to acknowledge the work of the member for Gippsland East, who I spent a couple of weeks
helping out. He has just done a magnificent job there and deserves the credit, along with Melina Bath
in the other place and my federal colleague Darren Chester.
Finally, my condolences to all those who have been affected by the fire, whether you have lost your
homes or your livelihood, and most particularly to the families and friends of the five people who have
lost their lives.
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (14:01): I would like to add my contribution to this motion by firstly
extending my condolences to the families and loved ones of the five people lost in Victoria’s recent
bushfires. I extend my deepest sympathies to their families and friends.
This summer Victoria has endured some of the most devastating fires in its history. The fact that this
fire season has gone on for so long has put an enormous strain on emergency services personnel as
well as staff from key agencies, including Forest Fire Management Victoria, the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning, Parks Victoria, VicForests and Melbourne Water. Many of
these staff and volunteers have worked long and unbroken shifts, risking—and sadly sacrificing—
their own lives to protect the lives and property of others. On behalf of the Box Hill electorate, I would
like to offer my gratitude and appreciation to all of those who have supported the state thus far and in
particular to pay my respects to those working with Forest Fire Management Victoria who have lost
their lives. While emergency services staff and volunteers from across the state have contributed to
this fire effort, I would particularly like to acknowledge the efforts of our local volunteers from the
SES Whitehorse unit, who are helping out in East Gippsland during some of its darkest days.
Many others in this chamber have a far greater personal connection to the fire events over this summer,
so I would like to use my contribution to focus on and acknowledge the efforts of my community to
assist bushfire victims. If there is a silver lining to the tragedy of this fire season, it is the amazing
outpouring of support from across the Victorian community. Along with the thousands of individual
cash donations received and hastily arranged food drop-offs at Foodbank and other locations, there are
a few individuals and organisations that I would specifically like to acknowledge.
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Firstly, Stephanie and Emma, who organised a sewing bee on 12 January at the 1st North Balwyn
Scout Hall. Over the course of one day many people from across our community descended onto the
hall to sew and knit pouches for wildlife injured in the bushfires. The Surrey Park Swimming Club,
together with the local Lions Club, hosted a pool party at its Learn to Swim centre, raising more than
$3000 for Wildlife Victoria and Foodbank. The Box Hill Miniature Steam Railway Society—a local
icon in my electorate—ran their monthly public running day, as always in conjunction with the Rotary
Club of Balwyn, and raised over $5000 for the bushfire appeal. The Blackburn Football Club have
rescheduled their training camp to Lakes Entrance to bring business back into the community.
I would also like to specifically acknowledge the efforts of the Asian Business Association of
Whitehorse that raised more than $20 000 in one night at a hastily convened fundraising dinner. Over
the last two weeks representatives from the Asian Business Association of Whitehorse have been
rattling tins to raise money for the bushfire appeal in the Box Hill mall. As this house would be aware,
our local Chinese community has been facing some unique challenges in recent days, and it speaks
volumes of their loyalty and love for Australia that, notwithstanding these challenges, they have
donated their own time and money to contribute to the fundraising effort to help out those other
communities that are in need.
I conclude by acknowledging the tireless effort of our team, in particular the Premier and the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services, who provided leadership and guidance to our communities.
Whatever day of the year, whatever hour of the day, if a message needed to be delivered, they were
there to deliver it. I also want to acknowledge the fantastic support provided by the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change and all of the work of the agencies under her command
that have contributed to the fire effort. Finally, I would also like to pay tribute to the individual local
members from both sides of this house who have not been able to spend the last few weeks enjoying
some time off but rather have been a focal point around which the community can rally and on which
it can depend. Thank you.
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) (14:05): I rise to support the motion of the Premier expressing the
condolences of the house to those individuals and communities that have been affected by the recent
fires, rightly recognising the courage and the commitment of all those who have served during this fire
campaign and expressing our thanks to all who have contributed, whether from Victoria, interstate or
overseas. When the house last met these fires had been burning for a week. Almost 70 days later, we
look back on 3500 individual fires. Seven, I understand, are still burning, five lives have been lost,
more than 1.5 million hectares have been burnt, over 400 houses and more than 600 sheds and other
structures have been destroyed and at least 7000 head of sheep and cattle are now dead. Beyond the
loss of life and the loss of property the environmental impact has been immense. More than 50 per
cent of the habitat available for 173 rare and threatened species has been lost in these fires, and as we
know, millions of birds and animals have been killed, to say nothing of the flora.
Exactly a week before Christmas I visited East Gippsland, and I recall very vividly driving through a
smoky Bairnsdale at about 6.30 in the morning, thinking to myself, ‘Where is this going and how is it
going to end?’. I was in the east to visit the Errinundra Plateau, the subject of legislation to extend the
boundaries of the existing national park. As members know, we dealt with this legislation late last
year, and it is now in the other place. I was travelling with the member for Gippsland East, and as we
drove through the bush up Greens Road we climbed up to about 800 metres above sea level. We were
able to go as far as the Big River Track. Unfortunately the road was blocked at that point. I can only
say I am so glad that I was able to make that trip when I did, because less than two weeks later it was
gone, absolutely gone. While we know the Australian bush is resilient, given the fuel load in that
location and the fuel load that I witnessed personally—and we certainly remarked upon it at the time—
I expect that the intensity of that fire was such that the forest will never be the same again—and it
certainly will not be the same again in my lifetime.
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I am sure all members do join with me in thanking everyone who was involved in the response. Our
CFA volunteers have yet again been outstanding, Forest Fire Management Victoria fighters equally
so. The career firefighters of the CFA and the MFB, the SES volunteers and staff, Victoria Police, in
the later stages of the emergency the ADF, the staff at the affected municipalities and from councils
around the state that came in to help, and community leaders throughout the fire areas have all served
their communities magnificently. Once again, I think they have exceeded expectations, and I certainly
thank them for it.
I was able to visit Corryong last Friday, and it was only too clear, looking at what had happened, what
might have been. That that potential disaster was averted there, as it was in Cann River and at
Mallacoota and in so many other towns and settlements across the north-east and across East
Gippsland, is eloquent testimony to the efforts of the first responders and those who have worked in
the weeks since those events to get local communities going again.
Victoria has a long history of bushfires. We know records go back to 1851, but of course the history
of fire in this state extends to millennia. But fire on the scale we have seen in the last two months is
extraordinary. The area lost to fire this year is exceeded only by the fires of 1939, when up to
2 million hectares were lost. But if you look at the records, losses in fire years of 100 000 hectares to
perhaps 300 000 hectares in a bad year pretty much fit the pattern. Fires on this scale are not part of
that pattern. Since the turn of the century—and I mean the most recent turn of the century—Victorians
have experienced the Alpine fires of 2003, when 1.3 million hectares were lost; the 2006–07 fires in
the north-east when 1.2 million hectares were lost; and the 2009 fires where, as others have remarked,
430 000 hectares were lost, but we lost 173 lives. And since 21 November last, more than
1.5 million hectares has been lost.
To put that in perspective, in those four fires alone more than 4.4 million hectares of the state has been
burnt. Contrast that figure with the major fires between 1950 and 2000: in that whole 50 years,
1.499 million hectares was lost, less than one-third of the area lost in the last 20 years. So it is clear
this is not business as usual; we cannot treat it as business as usual. If we do not develop a proper fuel
reduction and forest management program—and I say both, not one or the other—and one that actually
works on the ground, not just on paper, then we are doomed, literally doomed.
In the last two years barely 200 000 hectares has been treated by planned burns. The fire operations
plans approved following the introduction of the current policy, the Safer Together policy, set targets
for the years 2016 to 2019 of 865 000 hectares. Three hundred and thirty thousand hectares were burnt,
and that is simply not good enough. I know it is hard. I do not underestimate the size of the task. If
resources are needed, we have got to do it; we have got to get it done. This is a problem that is not
going to go away. It is simply going to get worse. It is fine to have plans, but they need to be
implemented. If things do not change, then this condolence motion is likely to become an annual event
at the beginning of the parliamentary year, and we cannot let that happen.
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (14:11): In my very short contribution today, on behalf of my local
communities in the electorate of Carrum I extend my condolences to the families and friends of the
people who have so tragically lost their lives in these terrible bushfires in Victoria, New South Wales,
Queensland and the ACT.
Today I just wish to place on the record my sincere gratitude to some very special people in my
electorate. In particular these are the members of the Skye fire brigade, the Carrum Downs fire brigade
and the Patterson River fire brigade. I could not be more proud of the support that they have provided
and continue to provide to bushfire-affected communities whilst at the same time continuing to serve
and protect our local communities at home.
Captain Mark Soukup is immensely proud of his members at the Skye fire brigade for their ongoing
commitment. They have been away from their families, and they have taken time off work to defend,
help and support communities, fellow Victorians, affected by these fires. From the Patterson River fire
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brigade, there are members like Darren Hanisch, Paul Francis and Will Smith, who were initially
deployed way back in November to support crews and communities battling the catastrophic fires in
northern New South Wales. Then in December Paul Francis from Patterson River was deployed to the
Omeo–Swifts Creek area along with first lieutenant Terry Becker and Kyle Smith. Darren, Matt
Daniels and Justin Barrenger were deployed soon after. Members also from the Carrum Downs fire
brigade have been providing crucial strike team support on multiple deployments to communities and
crews in and around Orbost. I want to acknowledge in particular the incredible leadership of captain
Stephen Rhodes, former captain Terry Larkin and all the Carrum Downs fire brigade members. So to
all of the members of those brigades, the Skye fire brigade, the Carrum Downs fire brigade and the
Patterson River fire brigade, who have undertaken deployments to help fight fires and protect
communities in bushfire areas, I thank you personally and on behalf of my electorate for your
selflessness, compassion, generosity, courage and sacrifice.
Of course there are so many others throughout our community to thank as well. There are the CFA
members who actually stayed home to help with logistics to ensure that we had those members out
there on the firegrounds. There are those who drove trucks around and those who helped people get to
the headquarters in Dandenong. There are also stories in the local community of those people who
have stepped up to help. Here is just one example which I happened to read. It was on the Facebook
page of the Carrum Surf Lifesaving Club. The patrol captain at the club wrote:
I won’t be able to patrol Sunday as I’m being deployed to the Gippsland fires for the weekend. Can someone
do a swap with me please. I’m rostered as inflatable rescue boat driver.

And the response from one of the club members was:
I’ll cover you. I can’t fight fires, but I can do this for you.

I would especially like to acknowledge the families of our firefighters. It is the families who carry a
great responsibility and take up the slack when firefighters are away. I think it is fair to say that without
those partners, without those families, we would not have the functioning CFA that we all enjoy and
benefit from today, so a very special thankyou to the families of those firefighters.
Finally, as Parliamentary Secretary for Early Childhood Education I would also like to make particular
mention of the early childhood educators and teachers in the bushfire-affected communities. We know
that disasters like this can have really far-reaching psychological impacts on communities, and experts
tell us that exposure to events such as bushfires can be especially distressing for young people. So for
communities, but I think especially for young children, getting back into a routine as soon as possible
is so important following a traumatic event such as a bushfire. I know for these communities it has
been a tremendous relief that the early childhood education services were able to reopen as planned
for the start of the new year. I want to thank our early childhood education teachers and educators,
who have been doing everything they possibly can to support our littlest members to get back to normal
and to continue with their growth and their learning. I want to say to them, though, that they need to
ask for help and support if they need it. I know the Department of Education and Training has
established a trauma recovery team, and I encourage our teachers and educators to reach out.
These recent bushfires have been absolutely devastating, but the Victorian people have stood by our
most affected communities. I wish to thank everyone who in their own way has contributed to the
recovery and will continue to do so in the months and years to come. I think we can all play a part in
that, whether it is through direct financial assistance, providing services or even packing the empty red
esky and going out on a road trip. I want to thank the Premier and the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services for their extraordinary leadership throughout this period. I know that we are going
to be with these bushfire-affected communities for the long haul.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (14:16): I just wish to make a brief contribution to this very
important motion, where we acknowledge the impact of the bushfire event that has beset this nation
this year. It has had ramifications around the world. Those who have spoken in this house on behalf
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of their communities know how significant it has been. Here in Victoria 1.5 million hectares has been
lost and upwards of 400 homes and millions of native animals, and the families of five brave men will
be suffering from the loss of a loved one.
I would like to place on the record, as many already have, the contributions of particularly the member
for Gippsland East and the member for Benambra for the work that they have done in their
communities. I also want to place on record my congratulations to all members, to the government
and to everyone for the work that they have done in providing the support that people need on the
ground to date. I want to place on record my thanks to my own community: to the hardworking career
and volunteer firefighters at Boronia, Ferntree Gully and Scoresby CFAs, who have worked so
diligently in providing support on the fireground; to our hardworking SES, to the Knox SES and others
that have provided support if asked; and to the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning,
who have a base within my own community. I know that Forest Fire Management Victoria has had
operations on the Knox field site, and I thank the police and other emergency services.
I want to place on record my thanks to those volunteers from the CFA who gave up their time to work
on the fireground. Whilst we acknowledge and thank them for their work, for some their experience
as part of the operation was not a good experience. In fact they were treated rather appallingly by the
management. I think it is important that after the crisis has settled and we start to go through a review
process those volunteers and others have the opportunity to put forward their views and to put forward
their experiences, so we can identify where the shortcomings were and those who were affected and
those who were treated less favourably on the fireground have the opportunity to have their voices
heard. On behalf of my volunteers that were affected, and I had to intervene on their behalf during
January, I want to ensure that their voices can be heard in the process as we move forward.
I think also as part of the investigation we need to be looking at the issue of fuel reduction. I stood in
this house last year and raised issues about fuel reduction in the Dandenong Ranges National Park,
and by the grace of God we have not had a fire event in that area, but it highlights the issue that for
fuel reduction and the proper management of our forests there is a necessity for appropriate funding
to ensure that the recommendations of the bushfires royal commission have been implemented
properly. Unfortunately this fire event only highlights the impact of not adhering to the
recommendations of that royal commission.
I wish to also request that the government provide support for particularly those senior Victorians who
have been affected by the bushfire event. I acknowledge the fact that the government has provided
support on the ground in those bushfire-affected communities, but we know that many seniors have in
fact been evacuated out of those bushfire-affected communities and are currently living with family in
Melbourne. We need to ensure that those individuals are identified, consulted and provided appropriate
support, whether or not they wish to return back to their communities in bushfire-affected areas.
I want to finish by thanking everyone for their support across the state during this terrible period, and
I encourage all Victorians to visit our bushfire-affected communities and provide the economic support
that they so desperately need.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (14:21): I rise to support the Premier’s motion today, and at the outset
I wish to pass on my condolences to the five families who lost loved ones through these recent blazes.
I do want to place on the record my thanks to our emergency services family for the outstanding
contribution that they have made over very trying and difficult circumstances and conditions. I think
it is also incumbent on me and those on this side of the house to place on the record our thanks and
our gratitude for the service shown and the leadership shown by both the Premier and the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services. Under what are incredibly trying and difficult conditions, both the
Premier and the minister made an outstanding contribution, which was evident on the national stage.
So very often incidents of tragedy and great adversity bring together people in amazing ways. Never
has this been more important than during the bushfire emergency. I am enormously proud of the
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contribution that members of my community made to support those communities impacted. I want to
acknowledge the team from Friend In Me for their work in creating the We Are One bushfire relief
concert at Windy Hill. I want to thank Athletics Essendon for the bushfire relief fun run, which I, as
well as the Minister for Corrections, participated in on Sunday. I want to thank the Strathmore Cricket
Club and other organisations for the bushfire disaster appeal fundraiser which occurred in the
immediate aftermath of these fires, the small businesses across the electorate who donated tips and
had donation buckets at their businesses, and the very many pubs and bars that also held events which
made a great contribution, including Ascot Vale Cellars. I want to thank the entrepreneurs in Ascot
Vale on Union Road who held a garage sale in an empty shop space as well as acknowledge the role
that service clubs and organisations like Rotary have played in supporting these communities and also
the locals who showed that initiative to try and find food to donate to Foodbank so that people in these
communities could eat.
I think it is also important to acknowledge the great contribution of the North Melbourne mosque. It
is not in my electorate—it is in the electorate of Melbourne—but many members of the North
Melbourne mosque would be some of the poorest members in my community, and they raised $5000
for this community.
I do want to also briefly talk about Kathy Mikkelsen. Kathy is a constituent of mine. She found herself
down at Mallacoota. There were six adults, six children and three dogs, and they left Mallacoota and
ended up finding their way to Bega on New Year’s Eve last year. They decided they were going to
sleep in an underground car park at Woolworths when a Sudanese refugee, who was the trolley boy,
named Ibrahim, said, ‘Look, don’t stay here tonight. Come to my place.’ He offered his home for the
night, which was a tiny flat above a fish and chip shop. This was picked up in the Guardian, so I will
read this into Hansard:
“He found us all beds and his girlfriend cooked us all a big meal,” Mikkelsen wrote on Facebook. “We
sheltered there the night and played music with the only instruments we had, a recorder, a ukulele, some
spoons and two flashlights for the light show. The couple told us it was the best New Year’s Eve they had
ever had.”

To the impacted communities I say that we stand with you and that we will work with you as you go
through this process of rebuilding your communities. We are all in this together, and you are not alone.
Dr READ (Brunswick) (14:25): In supporting this condolence motion and speaking on behalf of
the electorate of Brunswick, which I represent, I would like to start by thanking the other 37 MPs who
have comprehensively outlined the extraordinary courage and commitment of the community and of
firefighters, volunteers and emergency workers and have done such a good job that I will not reiterate
that.
I will simply touch on a couple of points that have not been mentioned much so far. One is that what
happened in Victoria was the southern tip of a monumental blaze that, when you google it, was
somewhere between 7 million and 12 million or more hectares between Buchan and Byron Bay. I also
want to just, as we acknowledge the 34 people who died, touch particularly upon the American aircrew
who came out to Australia to fight fires in another country and will never return home.
I think that, as we acknowledge emergency services, we should also just mention the large group of
fire chiefs who pleaded with the Prime Minister for recognition of what was to come and better
preparation and who told Australia about climate change and how important that was in this context.
So thank you to all the MPs for eloquently expressing our thoughts and particularly for singling out
the role of community—how emergency services have defended community and how many
community members have come together. You have done a fantastic job, and the stories have not been
repetitive. It has been instructive to listen to them.
I think the measure of our sincerity is our willingness to fight the global warming that is driving this.
Provided we follow the science and are willing, all of us, to walk away from preconceived positions—
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provided we are guided by science—I believe we cannot go far wrong. And that is the note of hope
that I would like to finish on.
The SPEAKER: Order! The question is:
That this motion be agreed to.

I would ask all members to signify their assent by standing in their places in silence.
Motion agreed to in silence, members showing unanimous agreement by standing in their
places.
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:29): As a further tribute to the lives lived and to the
memory of Bill Slade, David Moresi, Mat Kavanagh, Mick Roberts, Fred Becker and their family and
friends, I move:
That the house adjourns until 3.30 pm today.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 2.29 pm.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 3.33 pm.
Announcements
LETTER FROM THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT
The SPEAKER (15:33): Order! Just before moving on to formal business—it is a strange time of
the day for formal business—I wanted to advise the house that we have received much in the way of
good wishes and people’s thoughts from around the world in relation to Victoria’s issue with the fires
and the impact that has had on our communities. One letter that I want to bring to the attention of the
house is from the Speaker of the Scottish Parliament. If members will bear with me, I will just read
that out:
On behalf of all Members of the Scottish Parliament and the people of Scotland I am writing to extend to the
people of Victoria our deepest sympathies following the devastating bushfires that have affected the nation
since September.
I know that this will be a painful period for the state but I have no doubt that the renowned strength and resolve
of the people of Victoria will see them through. The personal, environmental and economic impact will be
severe and will take time to fully recover from. Please extend our gratitude to your emergency services and
the many volunteers for their response and professionalism throughout this most difficult of situations.
Yours sincerely
Rt Hon Ken Macintosh MSP

INDEPENDENT BROAD-BASED ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMISSION
The SPEAKER (15:34): I wish to advise the house that on 28 January 2020 I administered to
David Wolf, the Deputy Commissioner of the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission,
the affirmation required by section 31 of the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
Act 2011.
Bills
CRIMES AMENDMENT (MANSLAUGHTER AND RELATED OFFENCES) BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety) (15:34): I move:
That I introduce a bill for an act to amend the Crimes Act 1958 to create a new offence of homicide by firearm,
to clarify the relationship between certain offences and to increase the maximum penalties for certain offences,

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
112

Legislative Assembly

Wednesday, 5 February 2020

to consequentially amend that act and to make consequential and related amendments to certain other acts
and for other purposes.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
Ordered to be read a second time tomorrow.
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT
BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning) (15:35): I move:
That I introduce a bill for an act to amend the Project Development and Construction Management Act 1994,
the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and for other purposes.

Motion agreed to.
Mr T SMITH (Kew) (15:35): May I have a brief explanation of the bill?
Mr WYNNE: The bill creates a new body corporate under the Project Development and
Construction Management Act 1994 to facilitate the legal transfer of certain non-transport projects
from the Department of Transport to the Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions. The bill also
makes other minor amendments to improve efficiency in the administration of projects under the act
and repeals certain provisions in the act. It basically relates to suburban rail and precinct development
around it.
Read first time.
Ordered to be read a second time tomorrow.
Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
The SPEAKER (15:36): I advise the house that notice of motion 40 will be removed from the
notice paper unless members wishing that notice to remain advise the Clerk in writing by 4.00 pm
today.
Petitions
Following petitions presented to house by Clerk:
AGNES FALLS VIEWING PLATFORM
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria
The Petition of Victorian residents draws to the attention of the House the importance of the construction of
a cantilevered viewing platform at Agnes Falls to help further develop it as a major local tourist attraction.
The Petitioners further note that design plans and engineering specifications have already been completed but
that funding for the project previously allocated by South Gippsland Shire Council has now been withdrawn.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria urges the State Government to
provide such funding to Parks Victoria to enable this important tourism project to proceed.

By Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (1036 signatures).
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MENTONE LEVEL CROSSING REMOVAL
TO THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF VICTORIA
The work proposed for the Level Crossing Removal at Mentone over the next 15 months will shape
the Activity Centre for the next 50 years and as such three areas are identified and outlined as being
less than adequate for such a significant development and would be improved by providing:
1.

Common foyer between Heritage Station and New Station making Train and Bus connections simpler.

2.

Multi Storey Commuter Car Park close to station.

3.

Retention of Roundabout at Como Parade West and Balcombe Road instead of Signalising the
intersection.

Despite raising these issues in various forums countless times in previous months the Mentone Traders
Association, believe our message has not been considered contentiously.
We, the undersigned together with the Mentone Traders Association, therefore petition The Legislative
Assembly of Victoria to instruct the Level Crossing Removal Project to incorporate the three features outlined
in this document into their Mentone Level Crossing Removal design, thereby creating an enhanced and more
useful local development.

By Mr ROWSWELL (Sandringham) (385 signatures).
FIVE WAYS INTERSECTION, WARRANDYTE
TO THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF VICTORIA
The Petition of
Residents in the Warrandyte electorate draws to the attention of the House
That the government has neglected to maintain and upgrade the dangerous and congested intersection of
Croydon Road, Brumbys Road, Ringwood-Warrandyte Road and Husseys Lane in Warrandyte South—
locally known as Five-Ways.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria
Ensure that the Andrews Government takes urgent steps to ensure the Department of Transport begin the
process of improving this extremely dangerous intersection before a fatal accident occurs.

By Mr R SMITH (Warrandyte) (862 signatures).
CAMBRIDGE GARDENS BUS SERVICES
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of residents of Victoria draws to the attention of the House the lack of accessible public transport
for hundreds of residents living in Cambridge Gardens estate in Attwood, and requests that the Victorian State
Government extends bus services to the Cambridge Gardens estate.

By Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) (141 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petition lodged by member for Warrandyte be considered next day on motion of
Mr R SMITH (Warrandyte).
Ordered that petition lodged by member for Sandringham be considered next day on motion of
Mr ROWSWELL (Sandringham).
Ordered that petition lodged by member for Yuroke be considered next day on motion of
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke).
Ordered that petition lodged by member for Gippsland South be considered next day on motion
of Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South).
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Committees
SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE
Alert Digest No. 1
Ms CONNOLLY (Tarneit) (15:39): I have the honour to present to the house a report from the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee, being Alert Digest No. 1 of 2020, on the following bills
and subordinate legislation:
Crimes Amendment (Abolition of Blasphemy) Bill 2019
Gender Equality Bill 2019
Great Ocean Road and Environs Protection Bill 2019
Justice Legislation Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 2019
Local Government Bill 2019
Road Safety and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019
Transport Legislation Amendment Act 2019 (House amendment)
Transport Legislation Amendment Bill 2019
SR No. 88—Road Safety (General) Regulations 2019

together with appendices.
Ordered to be published.
Documents
DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978:
Determination under s 17CA of intention to grant a lease over part of Albert Park Reserve
Order under s 17B granting a licence over Lynch’s Bridge Historical Precinct Reserve
Orders under s 17D granting leases over:
Cape Paterson Foreshore Reserve
Elsternwick Park Reserve
Grantville Foreshore Reserve
Lynch’s Bridge Historical Precinct Reserve
Market Street Melbourne Reserve
Old Springfield Cheese Factory Reserve
Sandringham Beach Park
Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010—Education and Care Services National Amendment
Regulations 2019 under s 303
Emergency Management Act 1986—Report to Parliament on the declaration of the State of Disaster
Financial Management Act 1994—Budget Update 2019–20
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984—Notices under s 32(3)(a)(iii) in relation to Statutory Rules 71, 112,
113, 114/2019
Major Events Act 2009—Major Sporting Event Order under s 22
Murray-Darling Basin Authority—Report 2018–19
Ombudsman:
Investigation of matters referred from the Legislative Assembly on 8 August 2018—Ordered to be
published
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WorkSafe 2: Follow-up investigation into the management of complex workers compensation claims—
Ordered to be published
Planning and Environment Act 1987:
Infrastructure and Development Contribution Levies—Report 2018–19
Notices of approval of amendments to the following Planning Schemes:
Banyule—GC98, GC119
Baw Baw—GC124
Boroondara—C322, C324, C326, GC98
Brimbank—C215
Cardinia—C255, C260, GC124
Casey—C198, C229, C262, GC136
Colac Otway—GC121
Corangamite—GC121
Frankston—GC127
Glen Eira—C203
Glenelg—C102
Greater Bendigo—C226, C249
Greater Dandenong—GC136
Greater Geelong—C367, C404, C407, GC121
Greater Shepparton—C211
Hume—C230, C235, C241, C242
Kingston—C185
Knox—C183
Latrobe—GC124
Loddon—C41
Macedon Ranges—C117, C130
Manningham—GC98, GC119
Mansfield—C42
Maribyrnong—C147
Melbourne—C352, C367
Melton—C172
Mitchell—C148
Monash—C160
Moonee Valley—C201
Moreland—C188, C197, C198
Mornington Peninsula—C190, C206, C268, GC127
Moyne—C65, GC121
Nillumbik—C119, GC98, GC119
Port Phillip—C185
Queenscliffe—C31, C34
Southern Grampians—C56
Stonnington—C282, C290, C299
Surf Coast—C123, C132, GC121
Victorian Planning Provisions—VC158, VC165
Warrnambool—GC121
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Whitehorse—GC98
Whittlesea—C234, C235, C242, GC98
Yarra—C268, C274, C276, GC98
Yarra Ranges—C188
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Accident Towing Services Act 2007—SRs 139, 148, 169/2019
Administration and Probate Act 1958—SR 124/2019
Assisted Reproductive Treatment Act 2008—SR 115/2019
Building Act 1993—SR 116/2019
Bus Safety Act 2009—SR 165/2019
Children, Youth and Families Act 2005—SR 161/2019
Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry Act 2017—SRs 162, 166/2019
Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987—SRs 2, 3
County Court Act 1958—SRs 126, 142/2019
Criminal Procedure Act 2009—SR 143/2019
EastLink Project Act 2004—SR 149/2019
Education and Training Reform Act 2006—SR 134/2019
Electricity Safety Act 1998—SRs 112, 113, 114/2019
Essential Services Commission Act 2001—SRs 127, 128/2019
Evidence Act 2008—SR 111/2019
Fisheries Act 1995—SRs 163, 164/2019
Forests Act 1958—SR 130/2019
Freedom of Information Act 1982—SR 155/2019
Greenhouse Gas Geological Sequestration Act 2008—SR 119/2019
Health Practitioner Regulation National Law (Victoria) Act 2009—SR 141/2019
Heavy Vehicle National Law Application Act 2013—SR 170/2019
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Act 2011—SR 158/2019
Livestock Disease Control Act 1994—SR 1
Local Government Act 1989—SR 156/2019
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989—SRs 143, 144/2019
Marine Safety Act 2010—SR 146/2019
Melbourne City Link Act 1995—SR 150/2019
Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990—SRs 137, 138/2019
Ombudsman Act 1973—SR 157/2019
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986—SR 133/2019
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008—SRs 135/2019, 4
Public Interest Disclosures Act 2012—SR 159/2019
Racing Act 1958—SR 147/2019
Rail Safety National Law Application Act 2013—SR 117/2019
Road Management Act 2004—SRs 151, 152/2019
Road Safety Act 1986—SRs 120, 121, 153, 154, 172/2019
Service Victoria Act 2018—SR 132/2019
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—SRs 129, 136/2019
Supreme Court Act 1986—SRs 122, 123, 124, 125/2019
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Tobacco Act 1987—SR 131/2019
Tourist and Heritage Railways Act 2010—SR 167/2019
Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983—SRs 118, 168, 171/2019
Transport Integration Act 2010—SR 173/2019
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998—SR 145/2019
Victorian Inspectorate Act 2011—SR 160/2019
Water Act 1989—SR 140/2019
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994:
Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rules 104, 109, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119,
120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140,
141, 142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 162,
163, 164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 169, 170, 171, 172, 173/2019, 1, 3
Documents under s 16B in relation to:
City of Greater Geelong Act 1993—Greater Geelong City Council—Mayoral and Deputy Mayoral
Allowances—Alteration
City of Melbourne Act 2001—Melbourne City Council—Lord Mayoral, Deputy Lord Mayoral and
Councillor Allowances—Alteration
Victorian Independent Remuneration Tribunal and Improving Parliamentary Standards Act 2019—
Members of Parliament (Victoria) Guidelines No 02/2019 under s 36.

The Clerk tabled the following proclamations fixing operative dates under Standing Order 177A:
Building Amendment (Cladding Rectification) Act 2019—Sections 1, 2, 3, 4(1), 9, 10, 27 and 28—
17 December 2019; remaining provisions—1 January 2020 (Gazette S537, 17 December 2019)
Children Legislation Amendment Act 2019—Part 7—10 December 2019 (Gazette S496, 3 December 2019)
Consumer Legislation Amendment Act 2019—Part 2, 3, 8 and 9—18 December 2019 (Gazette S537,
17 December 2019)
Essential Services Commission Amendment (Governance, Procedural and Administrative Improvements)
Act 2019—Whole Act—6 December 2019 (Gazette S496, 3 December 2019)
Integrity and Accountability Legislation Amendment (Public Interest Disclosures, Oversight and
Independence) Act 2019—Part 2 and Schedule 1—31 December 2019 (Gazette S537, 17 December 2019)
Justice Legislation Amendment (Criminal Appeals) Act 2019—Divisions 2, 3 and 4 of Part 3 and Part 4—4
December 2019 (Gazette S496, 3 December 2019)
Justice Legislation Amendment (Family Violence Protection and Other Matters) Act 2018—Sections 14(2),
16, 22, 24, 25, 27 and 31—10 December 2019 (Gazette S514, 10 December 2019)
Marine and Fisheries Legislation Amendment Act 2019—Sections 10, 11 and 16—18 December 2019; ss 12,
13, 15 and Part 5—1 January 2020; remaining provisions—1 February 2020 (Gazette S537, 17 December 2019)
Parliamentary Committees Amendment Act 2019—Section 7—30 December 2019 (Gazette S537,
17 December 2019)
Primary Industries Legislation Amendment Act 2019—Sections 8, 11(2), 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 34, 35, 36, 37, 39, 51, 55, 56 and 57 and Parts 1, 3, 6, 8, 9, 11 and 14—
17 December 2019 (Gazette S537, 17 December 2019)
Rail Safety Legislation Amendment (National Services Delivery and Related Reforms) Act 2019—Whole
Act—2 December 2019 (Gazette S480, 26 November 2019)
Transport Legislation Amendment Act 2019—Divisions 1, 2 and 4 of Part 2, Subdivisions 1, 2 and 4 of
Division 5 of Part 2, s 64, Division 7 of Part 2 (except ss 66(2) and 67), remaining provisions of Part 3, Part
4, remaining provisions of Part 5, Part 6 and Part 7 and Schedule 1 (except items 1(e) and 159), Schedule 2,
Schedule 3 (except item 28) and Schedule 4—1 January 2020 (Gazette S514, 10 December 2019)
Water and Catchment Legislation Amendment Act 2019—Sections 5(8), 83, 86, 89 and 96—1 January 2020
(Gazette S514, 10 December 2019)
Workplace Safety Legislation Amendment (Workplace Manslaughter and Other Matters) Act 2019—Part 1
and 3—1 January 2020 (Gazette S537, 17 December 2019).
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Bills
CONSUMER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2019
LAND (REVOCATION OF RESERVATIONS) BILL 2019
Council’s agreement
The SPEAKER (15:42): I have received messages from the Legislative Council agreeing to the
following bills without amendment: the Consumer Legislation Amendment Bill 2019 and the Land
(Revocation of Reservations) Bill 2019.
CONSUMER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2019
LAND (REVOCATION OF RESERVATIONS) BILL 2019
TRANSPORT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2019
WORKPLACE SAFETY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (WORKPLACE
MANSLAUGHTER AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2019
Royal assent
The SPEAKER (15:42): I inform the house that on 3 December 2019 the Governor gave royal
assent to the Consumer Legislation Amendment Bill 2019, the Land (Revocation of Reservations)
Bill 2019, Transport Legislation Amendment Bill 2019 and Workplace Safety Legislation
Amendment (Workplace Manslaughter and Other Matters) Bill 2019.
GENDER EQUALITY BILL 2019
GREAT OCEAN ROAD AND ENVIRONS PROTECTION BILL 2019
Appropriation
The SPEAKER (15:42): I have received messages from the Governor recommending
appropriations for the purposes of the Great Ocean Road and Environs Protection Bill 2019 and the
Gender Equality Bill 2019.
Business of the house
PROGRAM
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure) (15:42):
I move:
That, under standing order 94(2), the orders of the day, government business, relating to the following bills
be considered and completed by 5.00 pm on Thursday, 6 February 2020:
Gender Equality Bill 2019
Road Safety and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019.

I will be making a long and voluminous contribution on the government business program debate
today, and I look forward to it being supported by all sides of the house.
No, I will not, member for Rowville. It is okay. I should not display too much mirth across the
chamber, because over the past two days we have had great cooperation from all parties in the chamber
to enable a not usual start to the parliamentary year, and I would like to thank everyone for their
contributions on the two condolence motions that we have had.
Yesterday was a very special day for the Cain family to be here and hear the Parliament acknowledge
our former Labor Premier’s remarkable contribution to the state of Victoria. I saw Nancye, John’s wife,
after the speeches, and she was deeply grateful for the tribute that was paid in this place to John Cain.
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Similarly, this morning we have seen many contributions on the devastating impacts of the fires and
some commentary around where we need to go in the future. We need to ensure that we grasp the
opportunity of working together on these issues to ensure that we can work through these challenging
issues as a community.
That is where we have been so far this week, because obviously it is unusual to have the government
business program moved on a Wednesday afternoon of the sitting week.
That is why there are two bills on the government business program, the Gender Equality Bill 2019
and also the Road Safety and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019. Both are important bills,
important policy, and I think we are particularly looking forward to the debate on the Gender Equality
Bill. This is landmark legislation—really important legislation—in the ongoing work that we are doing
as a government and indeed as a Parliament in striving for equality across our community. I look
forward to the Minister for Women shepherding this bill through the Assembly.
Just for completeness’s sake, the orders of the day note that that bill is first on the agenda. We will be
doing that tomorrow. We will be coming to road safety as the first item for today. I have just realised
that I probably had not communicated that to the Manager of Opposition Business, so my apologies
for that.
There are only two bills on the program because we really only do have a day and a half left of the
sitting week to consider those two bills. Obviously we are all in great expectation of question time
starting shortly, which is also an unusual time of the day. In moving and commending the government
business program to the house, and I am pretty hopeful that this time I might get unanimous support
from the chamber for the government business program, I again reiterate my appreciation and thanks
to everyone for enabling us to work through the logistics to get us to this point of our parliamentary
week. With that, I commend the motion to the house.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (15:46): The opposition will not be opposing the government business
program, but we do remind the manager of government business that we have put in a request that the
two bills go into the consideration-in-detail stage. So we will not be opposing it.
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) (15:46): It has been a pretty unusual start to the year with the bushfires
and an unusual start to the parliamentary year as well—and rightly so. We were very supportive of the
Cain memorial on Tuesday and the bushfire motions today.
I wrote to the Leader of the House and to the Premier asking that in light of these unusual
circumstances we suspend normal business and dedicate all of tomorrow to a discussion across party
lines about how we can increase our ambition on climate change, just as the South Australian
government has announced that they will be doing. I think we, at this unusual time, given how much
things have changed, need to heed the things that are being told to us by our former emergency services
chiefs, by our scientists and by the public, who are out there calling desperately for everybody, no
matter what party they belong to, in a decision-making position of power to come together and figure
out how we can stop these conditions getting worse and how we can do more to protect our future, our
kids’ future and our grandkids’ future in light of what we are seeing with the climate crisis happening
at the moment.
I would have liked tomorrow to be dedicated to a discussion about that. I think it is the most pressing
issue that is before us as public servants. I understand that there are two bills before the house that are
not unimportant, but this is an incredibly pressing matter. I did get a letter back from the Leader of the
House saying they will not be supporting that request to talk about climate change tomorrow. I find
that disappointing, but the call is still there. Perhaps in the next sitting week we could contribute the
whole week to talking about how we can up our ambition as Victorians on climate change. I put that
request out there. We will not be opposing the business program today, but that request is still there to
please listen to the calls of Victorians who want us to do more, now more than ever.
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Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (15:48): I thought I would just take the opportunity to respond to the
member for Melbourne’s contribution and indicate that the member’s request to the Leader of the
House came after the government business program was sent. The second point to make is we are not
going to spend a day sitting here talking. We are getting on with the job of tackling climate change
through real action. Those opposite, the Greens political party, are renowned for talking. They cannot
even control the Darebin branch of their own party, let alone try to tackle an issue like climate change.
I oppose the member’s contribution.
Motion agreed to.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (15:50): My question is to the Premier.
Will the Premier recommit to recommendation 56 of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission
to burn a target of 5 per cent minimum of Victoria’s public land per annum?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (15:51): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his
question, and I understand his interest and the broader community’s interest in making sure that we
have as much controlled burning, as much fuel reduction burning, as is possible each and every year.
I am not in a position to recommit to an arbitrary target, even one that was recommended by the royal
commission following 2009.
Former Justice Teague has had a bit to say about that target in the intervening period. The
implementation monitor, Mr Comrie, had a bit to say about it; the former minister for the environment
had a bit to say about it. There has been a whole range of changes, and they are about an
acknowledgement that the only time you can do controlled burning is when it is safe to do so. I would
have thought that was something that on a day when we have, I think, seen the best of bipartisanship
we need not have an argument, surely, about that—not the broader issue of controlled burning. We
can have a debate about how much we should be trying to do; I am happy with that. That is fine; let
us have a debate about that. But surely—surely—there is no debate about the fact that you can only
do controlled burning when it is safe to do so. Surely that is not something that is up for grabs.
If anyone on that side of the house is in any doubt about that central point of logic and policy under
this government, then I am more than happy to arrange a group of people in Lancefield who will be
happy to explain to those opposite what happens if controlled burns are not controlled for very long.
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: The answer to your question is no.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, if the window is smaller, you put more resources
into it when the window is open to get the job done.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition knows the correct manner in which to put
a point of order. The Premier was relevant to the question and has concluded his answer.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (15:53): On 30 August 2010 the then
Minister for Environment and Climate Change, Gavin Jennings, said, and I quote:
We have listened to communities, fire experts and key stakeholders before making this decision and we
believe committing to the rolling 385 000-hectare target is one of the keys to making Victoria safer from
bushfires.

Premier, was Gavin Jennings not right when he said this?
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! When the house is ready. The member for Essendon!
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Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (15:53): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his
supplementary question. He is quoting to me the then minister in 2010, which is 10 years ago. At the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee in 2013, former Justice Bernard Teague, the head of the
royal commission, made the following comment: ‘Effectiveness’—so effectiveness of controlled
burning—‘in my view, would be more important than a 5 per cent figure’. The former minister for the
environment, not Minister Jennings but the member for Warrandyte, had a fair bit to say about these
matters too and made the obvious point—and I am not often in agreement, but he did make some
comments about the fact that ‘We want to have a program that is based on risk to human life and
critical assets’.
A member interjected.
Mr ANDREWS: Absolutely, not an arbitrary target.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, relating to relevance, the question was: wasn’t Gavin
Jennings right when he said that the 385 000-hectare target was actually one of the keys to making
Victoria safer from bushfire? The Premier is debating the question because there is no conflict between
the 5 per cent target and doing it strategically. You can do both, and that is what the public wants.
The SPEAKER: Order! I understand the point of order. The Premier is being relevant to the
question that has been asked.
Mr ANDREWS: You can only do controlled burning when it is safe to do so.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: BUSHFIRES
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (15:55): I rise to update the house on the state of fires in
our landscape at the moment. There are as of this morning five fires that are currently burning. Very
close to 1.6 million hectares has been burnt over these last few weeks and months. We have had a long
and very eloquent and very emotional debate today detailing for individual communities exactly what
this fire disaster has meant.
I want to just draw the attention of the house and the community to the government’s comprehensive
response, albeit an initial response. There will be more that we have to say, and of course, more that
we have to do to support families, communities, businesses, individuals, entire regions and entire
sectors in the months and the years to come, but our government has provided some $260 million in
announcements—not all of that money has flowed of course, but $260 million worth of programs and
commitments. I must say that I am very much indebted to the local members in those fire-affected
communities who have had direct input into some of the measures that we have taken. I thank and
acknowledge their leadership and work, and the very productive way in which they have engaged with
the government and my office in particular. One member it would seem is an honorary member of
that side of the house these days, but we are very pleased to provide that support. It is the least we can
do in such challenging circumstances.
That $260 million goes for everything from financial assistance for those who have lost everything
where their home has been razed to additional assistance to fund the clean-up so that more of a person’s
insurance dividend can go to replacing what they have lost rather than cleaning up the rubble. That is
particularly important for those who are potentially under-insured. We have also announced support
for business and tourism. There will be much more that we have to do though, particularly in relation
to assets like roads and bridges and supporting recovery in its broadest sense. I think we have made a
good start, but we do not underestimate the size of the task. We also do not underestimate the
resilience, the passion and the commitment of communities not to be defined by the ruin, but to be
very much part of the recovery.
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BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (15:57): My question is to the Premier. Premier, given that the
inspector-general for emergency management, Tony Pearce, advised the government to scrap the royal
commission’s 5 per cent annual burn target, why did the government choose Mr Pearce to review
Victoria’s response to this summer’s bushfires, given the clear conflict of interest he has?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (15:58): I just want to make the point to the questioner that
Mr Pearce was in fact appointed by the previous government. He has worked for 35 years in security
and intelligence, in emergency management and emergency services. I cannot think of anybody who
is better qualified—
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: Well, to have an opinion apparently means you are conflicted. It means you are
conflicted.
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: Well, can I respectfully submit to the Leader of the Opposition, and anyone
else—
Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, the Premier has not been speaking for very long, I realise
that, but can you bring the Premier back to actually answering the question. Whoever appointed Tony
Pearce to do the recommendation about that is irrelevant. The fact is he made a recommendation to
the government, that was adopted, to drop the 5 per cent target, and he is now being asked to effectively
mark his own homework. We believe that that is a conflict of interest. The question to the Premier is
about why he has appointed someone with a conflict of interest to review something that is so
important as the response to the fires this year.
The SPEAKER: Order! I understand the context of the question. The question was around why
Mr Pearce was selected to head this inquiry, and the Premier is being relevant to that question.
Mr ANDREWS: Well, far from marking your homework, those opposite ought to do their
homework. The former chief officer of WA was the person who was part of a group who made
recommendations. The inspector-general for emergency management is a fine person to do this job
because of his experience. There is no conflict of interest whatsoever. There might be a conflict
between circumstances and the political interests of those opposite, but this is the best person to do
this work, in an office established following February 2009 and by a person appointed by those who
are criticising him today. Shameful, shameful and shameful again.
Mr R Smith: Far from being our political interests, these are concerns that have been raised by
members. The member for Gippsland East and the member for Benambra and their communities—
they are the ones whose concerns we are bringing to this house. It is not our political interests at all.
The SPEAKER: Order! Members know that if they want to raise a point of order, they should do
so in the correct manner.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (16:00): Premier, former SES controller Kevin Perry from Sarsfield
lost his house in the recent bushfires, despite having called for the Crown land adjacent to his property
to be fuel reduction burned for the past five years. Mr Perry believes the lack of planned burns put him
and his community at grave risk this summer and wants an independent review of the government’s
decision to scrap the royal commission’s 5 per cent target. Why won’t the Premier listen to Victorians
like Kevin Perry and have a genuine independent inquiry?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (16:01): I reject the notion that the inspector-general for
emergency management, either as an individual or in terms of his office, is anything other than
independent—
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Mr M O’Brien interjected.
Mr ANDREWS: Well, you are wrong to make that assertion.
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: Those opposite can seek to be critical of Mr Pearce, but in that I believe they are
wrong.
Mr M O’Brien interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition!
Mr ANDREWS: No, no, he is a standing appointment, and those opposite made him a standing
appointment. Do your homework.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the Premier clearly does not understand the question,
because the conflict of interest relates to the Premier appointing Mr Pearce to conduct the review of
this summer’s bushfires. That was a decision of this Premier, and he is responsible for it and it is a
conflict of interest.
The SPEAKER: Order! I understand the point of order, but the Premier has been relevant.
Mr ANDREWS: He is a statutory office-holder. His office is created under a statute of this
Parliament. The notion that we just grabbed him off the street and said, ‘Can you look into this for
us?’—you are embarrassing yourself, mate. You are embarrassing yourself.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: BUSHFIRES
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services)
(16:02): I want to rise to update the house on some of the amazing work of our emergency services
workers over this summer. As I said earlier, since 21 November we have had 2900 grassfires, 545 forest
fires, 1.5 million hectares burnt, 1720 aircraft dispatched, thousands of firefighters, thousands of police
and the biggest ever off-land evacuation involving the ADF and Victoria Police. Police undertook the
biggest evacuation of people in bushfire-affected areas in their history. We saw, because of the smoke,
the use of aircraft to an extent we have never seen before: 2 tonnes of food delivered by aircraft,
78 000 litres of fuel delivered, satellite phones delivered and 5000 people moved by air.
Some stand-outs in my view from this season are that the level of preparation for this season has been
the best I have seen, and I have been involved in five fires over my time as a parliamentarian. Working
together across agencies—everyone, regardless of uniform and status, the ADF involvement and the
commonwealth government’s. I particularly want to acknowledge David Littleproud, who has worked
across political lines, put communities first, always answered my calls—I think I always answered
him—and we got what we needed when we needed it. Stuart Robert as well has been exceptionally
available. I want to thank the Red Cross—amazing; delivery of food and there from day one. I met
them at Bairnsdale soon after the fires, flying into Mallacoota. The Uniting Church fencing—the
volunteers that went into Corryong to do the fencing up there; the fire behaviour analysts, and I
particularly shout out to Tim and Adam, Forest Fire Management Victoria and CFA, who I do not
think have left the State Control Centre at all; every single volunteer—CFA, SES—every single career
staff; so many agencies. It is not over, but what I would say is that not only do we need to reflect on
the fires but celebrate the wins as well.
BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (16:04): My question is to the Minister for Energy, Environment
and Climate Change. Minister, fire-impacted communities in my electorate want you to release the
fuel load maps that the Legislative Council required you to make public by 11 December last year.
Given that we are still in the middle of a fire season and given the critical importance of this
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information to community safety in not only my electorate but other areas of Victoria, will you
immediately release these maps?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (16:05): I thank the member for his question. I do want to challenge, if you like,
some of these assumptions underneath the question because the fact is these maps are not produced
and just sitting there waiting to be handed out. That is the reality of it, because I know that there has
been a lot of misinformation being put out in the last 24 hours to 48 hours, claims that there are
quarterly maps that are produced and have not been released in four or five years. Well, I can tell you
now on the advice that I have got there have not been routinely produced maps as part of a regular
report for the community for more than 10 years. That is during your time too. The expert advice I
have very clearly from Forest Fire Management Victoria, from our department, is that fuel load maps
should not be released at this time. They are not produced and they should not be released. We are in
the middle of a bushfire season—
Members interjecting.
Ms D’AMBROSIO: Well, can I just say that these are the same people who earlier today lauded
all of those people up the top there about how great they were—Forest Fire Management Victoria;
Chris Hardman was singled out. It is the same advice from those experts that is driving this
government’s response to this very question. We are in the middle of a bushfire season, and to
produce—because they are not produced—maps simply for the edification of those opposite, because
they serve very little purpose in making people safer, will simply be giving a match to arsonists who
want to know and go out—
Members interjecting.
Ms D’AMBROSIO: Well, they suddenly care. We have a very strong and longstanding
engagement with communities—
Mr Wells: On a point of order, Speaker, sorry, there was a lot of noise going on when the minister
was giving her response. I just wanted her to clarify that the maps have not been produced. I am just
wondering if she was saying that the maps have not been produced. So for all the planned burns that
have gone on, there has been no record of those planned burns. I just want the minister to clarify that
point, because I could not hear her at the time she was giving that answer.
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order.
Ms D’AMBROSIO: The member clearly does not understand what he is talking about. Fuel load
maps are one thing; understanding where risk is and therefore where planned burning will occur is a
totally different matter. They are not the same thing. Our advice is very clear: during this time it is
unwise and not appropriate to produce or release any of these maps for the edification of those opposite
for the clear reasons that I have made very, very obvious if you want to listen. You are obviously not
wanting to listen. Our point is this very clearly—
Mr M O’Brien interjected.
Ms D’AMBROSIO: You can go back to the transcript and read it and you can see for yourself
what the facts are. I have been very clear to you, Michael.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: I need to be able to hear the minister’s answer so that I can rule on potential points
of order in the time after this. So please give the minister the opportunity to answer without people
shouting at her. The minister to continue her answer. The minister has concluded her answer.
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Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (16:09): That will go over well with my community. Minister, is
the reason you are refusing to publicly release these maps because the community’s concerns are in
fact correct—that we do have record high fuel loads in our bush this summer?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (16:09): Look, what is very clear and needs to be understood is that fuel maps on
their own can be absolutely incomplete in terms of the information they provide the community. Far
from actually giving them assurances of where the risk is, they can actually have the opposite effect—
if that is what those opposite want to actually do, if that is what they are intending to do. They certainly
did not produce them routinely when they were in government. They did not. That is the fact of the
matter. That does not matter. It is fine for them to go out and put misinformation out to create this
vortex of fear in the community—
Mr R Smith: On a point of order, Speaker, are we trying to create a vortex of fear from this side?
The member has made it very clear that this is a concern and a question that has been raised by his
community, and he is entitled to come here and ask you, as minister with responsibility for this, to
produce those maps on behalf of his community, as every single one of us has been sent into this place
to represent our communities.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister to continue.
Mr R Smith: I had not finished my point of order.
The SPEAKER: Order! There was no point of order.
Ms D’AMBROSIO: This from the member who failed to achieve their 5 per cent target of burning
390 000 hectares—
Mr Andrews: Exactly—four years.
Ms D’AMBROSIO: Yes, four years to do that. Our engagement with the community is a very
collegiate one across the CFA and FFMV. We are sitting down with communities, identifying where
the residual risk is, sharing the information that they require, that they need, and then working with
them about how planned management of bushfire risk is actually reduced, and that is the point.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: BUSHFIRES
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (16:11): I rise to update the house on the impact that these bushfires have had on
Victoria’s natural environment and the response that is underway to protect our precious biodiversity.
More than 1.3 million hectares of public parks and forests have been impacted by the fire season so
far. That is overwhelmingly near 100 per cent of the area that has been impacted by fire. That is
104 parks and reserves and over a quarter of Victoria’s state forest.
The bushfires have presented us with an unprecedented ecological disaster, and nothing less than that
is the truth. At least 170 Victorian species have had more than 50 per cent of their habitat impacted by
bushfire. Species such as the long-footed potoroo, ground parrot, glossy black cockatoo, large brown
tree frog and diamond python may not survive. We are, though, working very hard to give our
environment a fighting chance. We responded immediately with wildlife assessment teams and triage
units on the ground, more support for wildlife volunteers and a comprehensive plan—the first state to
move on developing an immediate response with a comprehensive plan behind it to rescue Victoria’s
precious natural environment. In January this government also announced $17.5 million as an initial
rescue package. And certainly we do expect a contribution from the federal government.
We have not wasted a single day, getting on with environmental assessments, supplementary feeding
and emergency rescue operations whilst also protecting critical habitat. Just yesterday, nine critically
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endangered eastern bristlebirds were safely relocated to Melbourne Zoo from Cape Howe—still under
serious bushfire risk. We will not leave the recovery of our precious environment to chance. We are
backing it with real dollars and a real commitment. This is just the start of rehabilitating and healing
our precious environment.
WATER POLICY
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (16:13): My question is for the Minister for Water. Minister, while we
have been lucky in relation to bushfires in my electorate, water availability remains very important.
At the ministerial council meeting of water ministers in December 2018 a much-lauded agreement
was reached by ministers, establishing the basis upon which the additional 450 gigalitres of up-water
would be achieved. The agreement was that there would be no negative impacts on our rural
communities. It is now apparent that the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment, the
federal one, has continued to seek expressions of interest to carry out on-farm projects—at least eight
of them are on their own website—primarily in South Australia and without regard to the terms of the
agreement, indeed in breach of the agreement. The agreement was an important milestone. What steps
will the Victorian government take to stop such projects proceeding and to ensure that the federal
government abides by its commitments?
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services)
(16:14): Can I thank the member for Shepparton for her question. As the member knows, I have
strongly tried to ensure that there is no more water recovery from the southern basin—because it
cannot just be from Victoria; it is from the southern basin—that would have a negative socio-economic
impact. I am absolutely aware of the proposals, particularly from South Australia, that are absolutely
in breach of the agreement that was reached in 2018. In my view they are in breach of the law. The
agreement is actually very clear: you cannot deliver this water if it has a negative impact, and we know
that that sort of water recovery, those sorts of projects, will continue to have a negative impact.
I have raised this issue with the federal minister, both in writing and verbally, and I will continue to
do that. It is my view that the federal department is out of step with the federal minister on this and
that the federal department continues to run their own agenda. They do it at each and every meeting,
which is why it is probably the most active group of ministers who make the decisions around the
table as opposed to departments. I will continue to be a strong voice to stop that happening and do
whatever we can to ensure that they abide by the agreement that the ministers have reached. I am
confident that the federal minister will continue to back that position that was reached by ministers.
Whatever I can do—and we are seeking advice about that—to ensure that people comply with our
agreement, we will do.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (16:16): Thank you, Minister. That is heartening, but given the terms of
the socio-economic test are not being adhered to by the federal government and in light of the
government’s own recent deliverability report will the Victorian government finally bite the bullet and
acknowledge that there will be no way for that 450 gigalitres of up-water to be delivered without
causing major damage to Victorian rivers and the Barmah Choke, and that its recovery should really
now be abandoned?
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services)
(16:17): Thank you for the supplementary. I think the member would understand we have a legal
obligation around 62 gigalitres of that 450. We will deliver our component. We have got projects on
the table, all of which are beneficial and will not have a negative impact—the Mitiamo project, the
East Shepparton project, for example—modernisation projects. We will continue to do that bit.
That report was pretty clear: the New South Wales and the Victorian governments—again, different
governments—put that report together with the independent experts that made it pretty clear it was
going to be very difficult to deliver any more water down without significant environmental risk. We
are asking for that to be assessed by the ministerial council. We need to go through a process. I think
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it is going to be impossible to deliver without significant damage, but we need to go through the
process, which is appropriate, so that people come along with us based on the evidence.
I would say again just to put on record my disappointment with the authority, which is continuing to
put high flows down the Goulburn despite what we have said to them. They need to lift their game.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: BUSHFIRE RECOVERY INITIATIVES
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (16:18): I rise to update the house and to outline the support that this government is
providing to bushfire-affected communities. Amid the horror of the past couple of months, resilient
communities have banded together, and this government, led by the Premier and ably assisted by the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, has been there to help. We are taking action to kickstart
the economy and to make sure that the recovery in these areas is directly relevant to the needs of those
communities—direct assistance as well as a range of initiatives to encourage people to visit these
communities. Can I assure all Victorians that this government is committed to supporting these local
economies and also helping communities to recover.
We are fast-tracking regional payroll tax relief for eligible businesses—down to 25 per cent of the
metropolitan rate immediately. We are providing a much-needed cash injection and helping businesses
hire locals. We are fast-tracking our stamp duty concessions for commercial and industrial properties,
aiming to ensure that these fire-affected areas of regional Victoria are attractive places for people to
relocate. We are also making sure in the strongest possible terms that the message to these
communities is that ‘We are with you’ and that ‘You are, so far as the business world is concerned,
open for business’.
And we are working with the commonwealth to provide grants and concessional loans to small
business and the people on the ground to help them to access those loans. We are also supporting those
that are directly impacted by the fires. We are fast-tracking immediate relief for land tax as well as for
motor vehicle duty and registration fees for those whose cars were destroyed. We are waiving water
rates for homes or businesses destroyed or significantly damaged by fire and providing rebates for
others that have suffered supply interruptions.
COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY VOLUNTEERS
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (16:20): My question is to the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services. Minister, the CFA’s annual report revealed that there were 4000 fewer volunteers than there
were when this government came to office. Multiple sources have told me that, while CFA members
on the ground did a great job, when the call went out for 70 volunteer strike teams to fight fires in East
Gippsland only 20 came forward. Do you concede that the amount of CFA personnel required to
defend these communities fell short?
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services)
(16:21): I thank the member for his question. I am really disappointed in this question, and I do not
concede that one bit. I have met many of them out there when I have been out there. I think it is an
absolute insult to every single CFA volunteer—the thousands of them. They do not desert their
communities. They have been there every step of the way.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! Both sides of the house will come to order.
Mr T Bull: On a point of order, Speaker, on relevance, the minister is attacking me rather than
answering the question. I actually stated that the CFA members on the ground did a great job. They
did a great job, and I too have spoken to many of them as well. This is something that has constantly
come forward from the community, and the minister should come back to answering the question.
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The SPEAKER: Order! I do not uphold the point of order. The minister was directly relevant to
the question that was asked.
Ms NEVILLE: I said I do not concede that. In East Gippsland, just like in every other part of
Victoria, volunteers came out in force. They went to New South Wales, they went to East Gippsland,
they went to the north-east. I do not concede that, and I think it is a complete shame—an insult to those
volunteers. They love their communities.
Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, I would ask you to bring the minister back to actually—
Ms Allan: She answered it.
The SPEAKER: Order! Without the assistance of government members.
Mr Walsh: I ask you, Speaker, to bring the minister back to actually answering the question, which
was about the call for strike teams to go to Gippsland. It was not about the firefighters in Gippsland;
it was about strike teams from across the state. I think the minister is the one who is actually showing
disrespect to the firefighters and to this Parliament in the answer she has given so far.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Nationals will resume his seat. I do not uphold the point
of order. The minister is directly relevant to the question that has been asked.
Ms NEVILLE: So let us be clear, okay? East Gippsland was there. Bellarine brigades—every
single one of them was there. When I went to Mallacoota I can tell you there were 20 or 30 strike
teams there from different places in the state. There was not a volunteer who did not turn out, because
that is what they do. They turn out to protect communities across the state. I just think it is a complete
disgrace. We have got strike teams right now out on the fire—strike teams going to Canberra to help
out there.
I am tired, I must admit that, but I met volunteers from everywhere across this state who are more tired
than me because they have not stopped fighting fires and protecting communities. It is not me saying
that there have been no changes around—
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: I ask the minister to resume her seat. Just before calling the member for Gippsland
East, I warn every member of this place: if they shout across the chamber they will be removed. The
level of shouting while the minister is trying to answer this question has been inappropriate.
Mr T Bull: My point of order is again on relevance. The minister’s answer seems to reflect that I
am questioning the effort that was put in by CFA personnel. I am absolutely not. My question, which
I would be happy to repeat, asks: why, when 70 strike teams were called for, did only 20 respond?
That is the answer to the question I want. They were fantastic, the volunteers who were there—
absolutely fantastic—but the minister should come back to answering the question she was asked.
The SPEAKER: Order! I understand the point of order that has been put, but the minister has been
relevant to the question.
Ms NEVILLE: I am very clear about the question. You are suggesting to this house that volunteers
would not show up. That is absolutely wrong. They showed up in record levels. Let us be very clear
about these figures. It is not me saying that the operational capability is not reduced; it is the chief fire
officer saying it. He has said it a number of times this year. He said it at the end of last year. We have
always had 20 000 respond, and we are well within those figures. Not only that, we have had over
5000 people put in applications to join the CFA—way more than they are going to be able to manage
in the short term. It is going to take a while.
So I am insulted by this question because there is not a strike team, not a volunteer, that I have met or
known who would ever say no. They are out there, as they always are, every year, every fire season,
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fighting fires. I can tell you they protected and saved lives, they protected and saved property. As we
have doomsday over there, it is not true. Not only that, there is an impact of these fires—and we need
to reflect on it—but we need to thank our volunteers and career firefighters for the number of properties
that they saved, the number of lives that they saved. They did an extraordinary job. I know many
volunteers feel saddened that they did not save everything, but I am proud of each and every one of
them.
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (16:26): Multiple community meetings in East Gippsland—public
meetings—were told that limited firefighting resources were available to deal with the disaster to the
level required, heard by hundreds of people at those meetings. So, Minister, that was stated. Why
didn’t you listen to former Minister Garrett’s warning that tearing apart the CFA would result in a
reduced surge capacity that is essential for these campaign fires?
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services)
(16:27): I have been in a number of meetings over the last period of time, on the ground with people
who have been Forest Fire Management Victoria firefighters and CFA—career and volunteer—and
MFB firefighters, all of whom shared strike teams and all of whom worked side by side to save
communities. I can tell you that what we are hearing here is not what people have been saying; they
certainly have not been saying it to me. The Bruthen and the Buchan captains said to me, ‘We wish
we’d saved every property’. They saved that town, they saved the Buchan Caves, and they had the
people they needed. Were there dangerous times? Were there times that the CFA pulled strike teams
out because people’s lives were at risk? Absolutely, but there was not a limit of resources out there.
There were resources out there to both fight these fires and support communities afterwards.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: BUSHFIRE RECOVERY INITIATIVES
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade, Minister for Tourism,
Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing) (16:28): I rise to update the house on the Business and
Sport for Bushfire Recovery initiative launched by the Andrews Labor government on 20 January.
Already 215 organisations have signed up to hold two-night conferences, planning sessions, retreats
and board meetings in regional towns whose economies have been affected by the recent fires. Some
of those who have already booked in include Crown Resorts and Johnson & Johnson Medical, who
will be in Milawa and Merrijig respectively next week; Robert Bosch, who will be in Beechworth later
this month; and Ernst & Young, who will be in Lakes Entrance in March, as will the Labor caucus in
February. As the Premier often says, in the worst of times we see the very best of Victorians, and that
is certainly true in this case. I know from the dozens of calls that I have made, every single organisation
that I have asked to be involved in the initiative said yes without hesitation, and my department is
reporting similar results.
Those organisations want to help. They want to make a difference. They know that in contributing to
this initiative they are making a very real difference to tourism operators, to small businesses and to
the economies of those communities. We know that recruiting the organisations is only part of the job,
and that following them up, locking them in and ensuring a reasonable spread is a really important
part of what we are doing. To that end I want to thank the department, Visit Victoria, Business Events
Victoria, the Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, as well as local councils and regional
tourism boards, who are all playing a role in ensuring we maximise the benefit of the initiative.
It is also worth briefly mentioning other sports that are helping. Tennis Australia has raised over
$6 million, with over 11 000 aces served; the AFL has got its Bushfire Relief Double Header in
February; and the All-Star Mile is contributing $1 a vote through Racing Victoria, and they have
received 71 000 votes. These businesses and these organisations are reinforcing the message to all
Victorians that a short stay goes a long way.
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Mr Wells: On a point of order, Speaker, relating to unanswered constituency question
number 1685, which I asked on 27 November—so it is about two months old. The issue is regarding
fire preparedness, so it was a very important question at the time, and I am looking for an answer.
The SPEAKER: Thank you, member, for raising that. We will follow that matter up and pursue
an answer.
Constituency questions
ROWVILLE ELECTORATE
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (16:31): (1807) The question I wish to raise is for the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services. Minister, why should Victorian firefighters, like those from the Scoresby
and Rowville CFA brigades in my electorate of Rowville, continue to put their lives on the line fighting
fires in East Gippsland when the government will not fulfil its obligation to conduct enough planned
burns, as per the royal commission recommendations? Minister, in this year’s fires we have seen the
clear results of your strategy of risk-based targets for planned burns over the last three years. With the
CFA fire declarations in 2018–19 in East Gippsland starting early, even before the Mallee, and
finishing some 30 weeks—yes, seven and a half months later—it is incredible that the government did
not act quickly or decisively to protect and warn communities of the high level of risk in that area. The
Premier declared a state of disaster but only two days after more than 4000 people were already stuck
on a beach trapped by fire.
YUROKE ELECTORATE
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) (16:32): (1808) My constituency question is to the Minister for Public
Transport. What information can the minister provide on community usage of the new route 525 bus
service since its commencement late last year? The response that my office has received regarding the
introduction of this new service has been overwhelmingly positive, particularly from the many
residents living in the new developments in the northern part of my electorate who have access to local
public bus services for the first time. Unsurprisingly, we have already received requests for increased
frequency, additional stops and even express services from residents who would also like to use this
service. Any information regarding the uptake of this new route would be greatly appreciated, and I
look forward to hearing from the minister.
EILDON ELECTORATE
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (16:33): (1809) My question is for the Minister for Roads. As we begin
another school year the students at Wesburn Primary School are still at risk on a daily basis because
they do not have a safe school crossing. Will the minister make available the appropriate funds in this
year’s budget so that 40-kilometre-per-hour electronic speed limit signs are installed on the Warburton
Highway as a matter of priority? This is a relatively low cost for the protection of the school students,
the school crossing supervisors, teachers and families. The minister will be well aware that the Wesburn
Primary School community has been calling for the installation of these signs for years and that I have
raised the matter in Parliament on a number of occasions. This is a safety measure that must be taken.
YAN YEAN ELECTORATE
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (16:34): (1810) My constituency question is for the Minister for Local
Government in the other place. I ask: when will the monitor he appointed to oversee the City of
Whittlesea be submitting his report? The last fortnight has seen yet another CEO depart the City of
Whittlesea. That is five in four years. I am also hearing reports of appalling behaviour at last night’s
council—that is, appalling behaviour of members of the public but also extreme bullying of members
of the public by a councillor in the City of Whittlesea.
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The community really needs to see some revision of this behaviour and some getting back to good
governance in the City of Whittlesea. They welcomed the appointment of a monitor, but it just seems
that the councillors are thumbing their noses at the esteemed monitor, Yehudi Blacher.
SANDRINGHAM ELECTORATE
Mr ROWSWELL (Sandringham) (16:35): (1811) My question is to the Minister for Transport
Infrastructure. Minister, with reference to the level crossing removal at Cheltenham, the existing
process in place for consultation between traders, residents and the Level Crossing Removal Authority
(LXRA) has failed. Will you assure my community that going forward their needs will actually be
listened to and actioned by the Andrews Labor government?
I am advised that Cheltenham traders have, through their reference group, conveyed concerns about
construction noise totalling more than 100 decibels during business hours, the failure of the LXRA to
forewarn of restricted access or power loss to shops and the fact that the LXRA contractors are parking
their cars in trader car spots, although they have got their own dedicated car spots allocated to them.
Traders are telling me that they are on their knees with the possibility of having to close their doors
within months because of the damage the above and other failures have caused business owners.
Minister, it is time for you to do more than pay lip-service; it is time to actually listen and act.
LARA ELECTORATE
Mr EREN (Lara) (16:36): (1812) My question is to the Minister for Health, and I ask the minister:
when will the official opening of Barwon Health North happen? Barwon Health North will represent
a new chapter in caring for the community in the northern suburbs of Geelong. The Victorian
government is investing $33 million in the northern suburbs of Geelong to provide a state-of-the-art
flexible medical facility to meet the growing needs of the community. The health of families and
children is a top priority, and building world-leading health facilities is one of the many ways that the
Andrews government is building a healthy Victoria. The increasing numbers of young families will
be supported by Barwon Health North’s child and family services. Low-risk pregnancy services, an
onsite paediatrician, renal dialysis, urgent care and imaging or X-ray services represent a new way to
get medical assistance for the residents of the north. These services are vital to my community, so
again my question to the minister is: when will the official opening of Barwon Health North happen?
EVELYN ELECTORATE
Ms VALLENCE (Evelyn) (16:37): (1813) My constituency question is to the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure. On behalf of my constituent Mr Simon Fisher of Lilydale, when will the
Level Crossing Removal Project (LXRP) respond to his request for his property to be acquired under
the government’s voluntary purchase scheme? Mr Fisher lives with his 88-year-old mother in a house
situated directly adjacent to the Lilydale rail line underneath where the new sky rail station will be
built, and this has caused them anxiety and ill health. Representatives of the LXRP visited Mr Fisher
last year and advised him he could make a request for special consideration to have his property
acquired by the government because of the severe impact sky rail will have on their quality of living.
It has been almost three months since my constituent wrote to the LXRP on 21 November seeking
special consideration. He has also written to you, Minister, on 7 January and has informed me he has
yet to receive any meaningful response from you. Can you please take urgent action to ensure my
constituent’s request is determined? Sky rail should not drive people out of their homes without
adequate compensation.
SUNBURY ELECTORATE
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (16:38): (1814) My question is for the Minister for Education. What is the
latest information on the Andrews Labor government’s $10 million upgrade of Sunbury and Macedon
Ranges Specialist School? Speaker, as you would know, specialist education is critically important to
the lives of students and of course their families right across this state. The Andrews Labor government

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
132

Legislative Assembly

Wednesday, 5 February 2020

has made a record investment in this area. There is of course nothing more important than supporting
students with disabilities and special needs, and this announcement was very warmly welcomed in my
community. Sunbury and Macedon Ranges Specialist School is a terrific school in Jacksons Hill in
my electorate. The staff and students work incredibly hard to do their very best at this school, and I
am particularly pleased with this announcement. I again ask the minister for the latest information on
construction and design time lines for the project.
BRIGHTON ELECTORATE
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton) (16:39): (1815) My constituency question is to the Minister for Roads,
and I ask: can the minister inform me when the government intends to install a pedestrian crossing at
the Dendy shopping village? Dendy village is a hub of activity. It is a bustling local shopping strip on
Hampton Street, one of the arterial roads in Brighton. Hampton Street has seen a number of terrible
traffic accidents—sadly, some fatal. Ninety-two-year-old grandfather Captain Hector Pirie was
tragically killed at the village. The Parliamentary Budget Office has costed the installation of electronic
speed limit signs and pedestrian-operated traffic signals at $900 000. Council has already installed
much of the associated infrastructure, and VicRoads supports the installation. Debbie Argyropoulos,
whose family has owned the Fresh Connection fruit shop at the village for 60 years, has warned—and
I quote—‘Every day I watch people risk their safety trying to patronise the shops’. Those words have
been echoed by hundreds. The people in my community are tired of this government’s whiteboard
approach to funding, which wilfully ignores our genuine needs.
TARNEIT ELECTORATE
Ms CONNOLLY (Tarneit) (16:40): (1816) My question is for the Minister for Disability, Ageing
and Carers. My electorate of Tarneit is a diverse and wonderfully multicultural place, home to
Victorians of many different backgrounds. Indeed Tarneit is home to a vibrant community of families
with South Asian heritage, many of which now face the prospect of an ageing population of loved
ones, be it elderly parents or grandparents, which is why it is fantastic to know that this government is
committed to building two aged-care facilities specialised for Melbourne’s Indian population. With
one of these facilities pegged to be built in Melbourne’s outer west, my question to the minister is this:
what benefits will this specialised aged-care facility provide for families living in the Tarneit
electorate?
Members statements
LGBTIQ EQUALITY
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (16:41): This weekend just past saw a number of significant LGBTIQ events
showing us all what the rich and diverse success of Victoria’s equality agenda is all about. We are now
well into the Midsumma Festival, which has seen an impressive line-up of creative talent in Australia’s
premier queer arts and cultural event. We also saw the biggest Pride March as part of Midsumma yet
flow through St Kilda’s Fitzroy Street, with over 10 000 marchers and thousands more cheering on
the celebration of diversity, love, colour and our LGBTIQ community. Such was the size and the
diversity of the march, led by the Premier, that it took some 2½ hours for all the marchers to make it
through the schedule, with one of the biggest cheers reserved for our first responders from VicPol, the
SES, the MFB and the CFA.
Finally, Tennis Australia demonstrated to the world that it is open and inclusive to everyone when it
scheduled its third Glam Slam tournament on show court 3 immediately preceding the blockbuster
men’s final on Sunday. Despite that disappearing small number of antiquarians who might think and
argue to the contrary, this weekend demonstrated the brilliant diversity of Victoria’s LGBTIQ
communities in our wonderful state and was a resounding endorsement of this government’s equality
project.
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GANNAWARRA SHIRE COUNCIL
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (16:42): I want to place on record the community’s thanks to Mark
Arians and Sonia Wright, two Gannawarra councillors who actually resigned on Monday. They
resigned saying both councillors share grave concerns about poor governance within the Gannawarra
council. Poor leadership within the council has led to a lack of community consultation, and council
has lost the community’s confidence. They believe council has introduced a system of secrecy that
enables it to make decisions behind closed doors. This behaviour is contrary to the principles of good
governance and the Local Government Act 1989. They are concerned that there is a core group of
councillors that have breached the councillor code of conduct, knowing their actions would be
supported by their peers, and that the Gannawarra council has become a self-preservation society and
is dysfunctional.
As reported in the Riverine Herald of 5 February, one of those breaches that the two councillors were
accused of was that apparently they had supported me actually raising these concerns in the Parliament
last year. If that is one of the issues that the councillors and the CEO have actually taken exception to,
I think it shows the extreme small-mindedness of those people and shows that they believe they are
above the scrutiny of the people of Gannawarra, above the scrutiny of this Parliament and above the
scrutiny of the minister, and I would ask them to have a very long and hard look at themselves.
AVALON AIRPORT
Mr EREN (Lara) (16:44): It has been a busy couple of months in my electorate since the last sitting
of Parliament, but I want to highlight to the house one very significant achievement that will be of
tremendous benefit to my local constituents, the wider Geelong region and indeed Victoria. As of
25 January, flights to and from Bali are touching down at Avalon Airport for the very first time.
It was fantastic to attend and welcome the first ever Citilink flight from Bali to Avalon Airport in my
electorate of Lara along with my colleague the member for Geelong. Congratulations to Justin
Giddings and the Avalon Airport team for their hard work in securing this partnership. There is no
doubt that Avalon is quickly becoming an important secondary gateway for Victorian travellers and
holiday-makers. By opening the door to Bali, a long-time favourite destination for Australians, Avalon
is increasing the itinerary and flight options for Victorians. This makes international travel more
accessible to Victorians living in Geelong and the Wyndham region as well as regional towns like
Ballarat, Lorne, Warrnambool and many others. The addition of this airline and route will not only
bring economic and employment benefits to our region but further strengthen our ever-growing
Victorian tourism industry.
With Geelong and the Surf Coast continuing to attract a plethora of sporting and major events, Avalon
is an important facilitator in directly delivering international guests to our beautiful region. Once again,
I welcome Citilink and thank them for choosing to fly daily to and from Avalon Airport. Again,
congratulations to Justin and all involved at Avalon Airport. I look forward to watching this service
grow— (Time expired)
BUSHFIRES
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (16:45): This statement is dedicated to thanking the many volunteers who
are fighting fires throughout Victoria and other parts of the country as well. While the start of the new
year in 2020 was a time of celebration for many Victorian families, it was sobering to hear the news
that thousands of local and holidaying families were trapped by fire and seeking safety on a beach at
Mallacoota. The terrible impact of fires in East Gippsland and north-eastern Victoria has been at the
front of many people’s thoughts.
The response from the Rowville community has been amazing. The Knox brigades, particularly the
Scoresby and Rowville CFA brigades, have sent firefighters to fight fires across the state after having
supported firefighters in New South Wales late last year. Volunteers from Scoresby, as of 22 January,
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had done 12 rotations to Gippsland, the Rowville CFA sent crews to Mallacoota and also Scoresby
sent strike teams to relieve crews in Buchan. Four of the Scoresby crew were evacuated by the navy
from Mallacoota in early January. The Scoresby hose layer was being used at one point to protect the
main gas line from Melbourne to Sydney from a peat fire out near Bruthen, while all these CFAs were
still attending regular training and local call-outs to protect residents in Scoresby and Rowville.
More hot weather and the total fire ban last week meant these crews were again called upon to join the
strike teams. This is the power of our volunteers, who turn out in huge numbers when Victoria faces
a huge bushfire season— (Time expired)
ELTHAM WILDCATS
Ms WARD (Eltham) (16:47): Congratulations to the Eltham Wildcats for another wonderful
Eltham Dandenong basketball tournament over the Australia Day weekend. This exciting tournament,
organised in Eltham, is the largest of its kind in the world, consisting of 13 314 individual players,
1421 teams, the first team ever from Lithuania, three teams from Singapore and 29 teams from New
Zealand. Regional Victoria and all Australian states were represented, including the fire-ravaged areas
of the Adelaide Hills and Gippsland, specifically Lakes Entrance. Over 70 000 people came to games.
Four children aged seven—three girls and one boy—were our youngest competitors, and 4435 games
were played on 141 courts over 27 stadiums. It is the only basketball tournament in Australia where
there is an open-aged all-abilities competition run alongside mainstream competitions. This
tournament creates an additional 12 local full-time jobs over summer, and over the weekend over
600 people had paid positions, including venue management, game officials, photography, live
streaming and championship presentations.
This is an amazing tournament and an incredible club. The new multimillion-dollar basketball courts
we are building at Montmorency Secondary College and the new court at St Helena Secondary
College will be well utilised by this tournament and basketballers well into the future. Congratulations
to Wildcats CEO Greg Jeffers and his team, including the president of Eltham Wildcats, Peter Meehan,
as well as Steven Chadd, Connor Matthews, Jordan Canovan, Alicia Vengust, Adam Currie, Jacob
Burnham, Des Buchan, David Hickman, Bianca Ananiev and Tony and Ange Bearzatto, for another
successful tournament, which we are lucky to have in our community.
SELBY THOMPSON
Ms WARD: I represent a beautiful electorate with beautiful people, including 10-year-old
Montmorency South student Selby, who initiated a wonderful fundraiser in support of rebuilding after
this year’s bushfires. Selby had a wonderful idea to create a day of activities, including his school’s
popular game of catch the flag, in which other children could participate through making a donation.
While his mum, Mel, helped organise the event, Selby was the driver. Thanks to the Eltham Wildcats
for providing the courts at Eltham High, Sportfirst— (Time expired)
BUSHFIRES
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (16:48): My electorate of Caulfield may be hundreds of kilometres
away from the fire-affected areas and the devastating bushfires, but distance has not stopped many
generous people volunteering and putting their hand in their pockets to help people out during the
bushfires. I wish to publicly thank firstly John and Pauline Gandel, who were first to actually put a
significant donation of $1 million on the table and ensure that a number of other major donors and
celebrities came on board to ensure that we got funding going to support those affected by the
bushfires. Following that there was the Jewish Community Council of Victoria along with a number
of leaders, including David Smorgon—especially David Smorgon—Ruth Alter, Ian Davis and Fiona
Geminder, who came together and organised an appeal. To this day $2.5 million has been raised
through that appeal. It has been matched by major donors, who I want to put on record: Minnie
Smorgon, Graham and Annette Smorgon, Barry Landau, Marilyn and Barry Braun, the Fried and
Fraid families, the Besen foundation, the Waislitz Foundation, Arnold Bloch Leibler, the Erdi
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Foundation and Erdigroup, David, Barry and Rodney Smorgon and families and many others. They
have come on board to match the $2.5 million to make it $5 million. That money will go directly to
fire-affected areas. It is already going to help kids get back to school with major equipment
scholarships and what have you to ensure kids cannot be affected by these devastating— (Time
expired)
WHITE ISLAND, NEW ZEALAND, ERUPTION
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) (16:50): I rise to express my condolences to Marie Browitt and her extended
family and friends for the devastating loss of her daughter Krystal and husband, Paul, following the
White Island, or Whakaari, volcano eruption in New Zealand. The Browitt family are well known in
Craigieburn: Paul a much-loved husband and father, Marie assisting to reunite lost pets with their
owners, Stephanie, 23, working at Target, and Krystal at Woolworths, both at Craigieburn Central.
The family were cruising on the Ovation of the Seas to celebrate Krystal’s 21st birthday. On
9 December Paul, Stephanie and Krystal took the White Island volcano tour when tragedy struck and
White Island was transformed from a tourist destination to a disaster zone for the 47 people on the
island. After the eruption Paul was taken to Auckland hospital and Stephanie to Christchurch Hospital.
Krystal was declared missing; however, she was one of the first found and formally identified during
the retrieval operation.
Krystal graduated in 2016 from Kolbe Catholic College. Principal Nick Scully described her as a
‘much-loved member of the Kolbe community that her teachers describe as a beautiful soul’. Krystal’s
kindness was demonstrated by her ongoing studies in veterinary nursing.
Paul and Stephanie were repatriated to the Alfred hospital, where sadly Paul passed away due to his
injuries on 13 January. Paul was a highly respected and well-liked senior investigator at the State
Revenue Office, where he worked for 36 years. Stephanie remains in hospital, with Marie by her
bedside every day. The Craigieburn community has been united in their support and grief— (Time
expired)
POLITICAL DONATIONS
Dr READ (Brunswick) (16:51): This week donations to political parties appeared on the AEC
website. Before the last state election the Australian Hotels Association gave $761 000 to Labor,
$371 000 to the Liberal and National parties and more to selected Independents—to be used, as
reported in the Age, to campaign against the Greens. These pub owners were worried by the Greens
policy to phase out pokies, so they wanted the Greens out of Parliament—but we are still here. Now,
there is nothing to stop the pub owners from trying the same trick ahead of the local government
elections due later this year. They want to buy influence, and they know which parties will take their
money.
This government has an opportunity now with the Local Government Bill 2019 to limit donations for
local government elections, just as it has done for state elections. After these revelations and the tawdry
business of the Casey council donations, they should completely ban donations from gambling
interests and property developers. For our part, the Greens will keep fighting to protect Victorians
from pokies and the gambling industry. We cannot be bought, and we will not sell out.
BUSHFIRES
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (16:53): I want to pay tribute to members of my community who
responded with courage, compassion and generosity to the terrible fires in East Gippsland and northeast Victoria. Thank you to every single firefighter, paid and volunteer, who left their family over the
holiday period to protect communities in faraway places. To our SES volunteers, to Victoria Police
and to ADF reservists, thank you for your essential work in traffic management, evacuation, rescue
and logistics. When it comes to bushfire recovery our Red Cross volunteers do an outstanding job, and
I thank them. And to those who are so often not acknowledged—the Department of Health and Human
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Services, the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning and council staff who have been
seconded to the recovery effort—your expertise and commitment to serving the Victorian community
is appreciated by each and every one of us.
Community groups across Macedon have also contributed to bushfire recovery in different ways. For
example, Ranges Rescue, a group of women from Riddells Creek, have been knitting pouches for
animals that were affected by the fires, while young musicians Jesse and Angel Ashman organised a
bushfire relief concert in Kyneton last Saturday. Here in Macedon we know firsthand that the road to
recovery can be long and arduous. The memories of those caught up in the Ash Wednesday and Black
Saturday fires are as vivid and painful as ever, while the communities of Cobaw, Lancefield and
Benloch are still recovering from the 2015 escaped planned burn.
On behalf of the people of Macedon I want to let fire-affected communities know that we are with you
for the long haul, and I look forward to visiting both of these beautiful regions— (Time expired)
BUSHFIRES
Ms VALLENCE (Evelyn) (16:54): This summer the bushfires in East Gippsland and north-east
Victoria have been devastating. I wish to take this opportunity to pay tribute to everyone from my
local community who has contributed to the firefighting effort and put their lives on the line to help in
fire-ravaged communities. Thank you to local CFA volunteer firefighters of both the Yarra Valley and
the Maroondah groups and volunteers of the Lilydale SES deployed on strike teams into fire-ravaged
areas on local brigade tankers to places like Sarsfield, Swifts Creek, Mallacoota and other areas. Over
the summer and the new year period these brave women and men were in that danger zone for a lot
longer than expected, away from families. I also wish to recognise and thank members of the Yarra
Ranges police also deployed during the bushfire emergency to assist with the evacuation of townships
and campgrounds.
There were some amazing efforts locally too. I wish to thank and congratulate Georgia, Connie, Sean,
Matt, Pat and everyone at Coldstream, Lilydale and Gruyere CFA brigades for coordinating a massive
fire donation appeal. They were overwhelmed with the generosity of our community and local
businesses who donated new goods and hay bales and the use of warehouses, sheds, forklifts and
trucks. Over 100 volunteers helped sort and pack over 780 pallets of goods, which were delivered
along with $20 000 of store vouchers by Yarra Valley locals on their own trucks up to Buchan and
Wodonga.
BUSHFIRES
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (16:56): I wanted to also rise and pay tribute to the incredible
firefighters in my local community who answered the call to support the communities of East
Gippsland. They include the Edithvale CFA and their incredible volunteers, led amazingly by
Captain Graham Fountain at Edithvale; the MFB, who attended a number of regions; and also the
Mentone and Highett crews, number 33 and number 34, who acted up throughout metropolitan
Melbourne to support those strike teams that went down to bushfire-affected areas.
To spend some time that night talking to Captain Fountain, who is a former chief officer of the MFB
and deputy chief officer of the CFA, was harrowing. To see the maps expanding and knowing that
Edithvale volunteer members had doorknocked communities in East Gippsland around Nowa Nowa
where communities were not going—they were staying to defend their homes—and had those
confronting chats knowing that they had done all that they could have; the challenges that that brings
and to not know whether those people were okay the next day was very harrowing to hear.
I want to spend some time thanking the families of Edithvale firefighters who have given so much of
their time, with families going down there and supporting Gippsland East in their time of need. I want
to pay tribute to our volunteer firefighters and career firefighters who did our community incredibly
proud and answered that call not just locally but across our state.
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KEN WRIGHT AND PETER DANSON
Ms CUPPER (Mildura) (16:57): Since the last sitting of Parliament the community of Mildura has
lost two respected leaders in Mr Ken Wright and Mr Peter Danson.
Mr Wright served as a councillor with the former City of Mildura from 1961 to 1973, which included
two stints as mayor. Mr Wright made his way from the halls of Deakin Avenue to the halls of Spring
Street, serving in the other place as the member for North Western Province from 1973 to 1992,
including two periods as Deputy President. In 2002 he was awarded the Medal of the Order of
Australia for his service as a representative but also as a community member, which was reflected in
his life membership of the RSL and his meticulous research of the men who served at the No. 2
Operational Training Unit (2OTU) air force training facility at Mildura during World War II. His love
for and contribution to our community will not be forgotten.
Mildura also mourns the loss of Peter Danson, who was a councillor with the former City of Mildura
from 1991 to 1995, including two terms as mayor. He also served as an inaugural councillor with the
new Mildura Rural City Council from 1997 to 2000. He was well loved and respected by the people
of Mildura as a representative, as a sportsman, as a businessman and as a community leader.
I extend my deepest sympathies to the families of Mr Wright and Mr Danson, and I am sure their good
work will continue to benefit our community for many years to come. Vale, Ken Wright and Peter
Danson.
BUSHFIRES
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (16:59): Last Tuesday at District 3429 in Sunbury we gathered to support
those affected by the devastating bushfires that have gripped our state and indeed our nation over these
past two months. Locally we are incredibly fortunate to have a range of outstanding, passionate,
dedicated and hardworking local businesses who came together in support of the state. I was delighted
to make an opening speech and thank those who attended and dug deep for such an important cause,
with 100 per cent of profits raised going directly towards charity. I would like to particularly thank
Sunbury StreetLife, JJ Taxation Services, Cafe Circe, Flight Centre Sunbury, DreamZzz Luxury
Bedding, Exquisite Landscapes, the Hive Beauty Bar, One Agency, Screw It Wine Bar, Grown with
Love, Lotus Smiles Dental, Naturally Good Products and Yoga 101, alongside many others who came
together to raise over $11 000. A very special thank you to Ami, Alexandra and the entire District
Group for such a wonderful event.
Whilst on fires, like many Sunbury residents, I saw police and fire trucks roaring down Riddell and
Racecourse roads just after midday on 1 January. Our incredible local Sunbury, Bulla and Diggers
Rest units responded as well as units from afar, including Werribee, Warrandyte, Panton Hill, Toolern
Vale, Melton, Ballarat, St Andrews, Eltham, Macedon, Caroline Springs and Bullengarook, all
supported by an incredible aerial fleet. Over 100 hectares were burnt, but thankfully there were no
reports of loss of life or property. This summer we have yet again seen the destruction and devastation
that fires can cause, and I want to thank all of our emergency services family for all of the efforts that
they have displayed over these past few months.
BUSHFIRES
Mr GUY (Bulleen) (17:00): I take the opportunity to place on record the gratitude of the people of
the Bulleen electorate to all those emergency service workers and volunteers who have gone above
and beyond the call over this summer period. The recent fires and devastating impacts on our state and
our nation are unprecedented, and to those who have done so much to protect so many I offer my
electorate’s heartfelt thanks.
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SUPERANNUATION
Mr GUY: I noted with concern reports that Manningham residents are owed around $28 million
in unpaid superannuation. Superannuation that is owed must be paid, and the state government—the
Treasurer—must stop passing the buck that others have a responsibility to ensure that it is. The
Treasurer cannot shirk that responsibility, and I ask that he ensure that the 7585 workers owed unpaid
super in my electorate have what is owed to them paid in full.
BULLEEN ELECTORATE CHINESE COMMUNITY
Mr GUY: I want to also take this opportunity to reassure those in Manningham who are concerned
about the coronavirus that all levels of government are doing all that is required and all that is possible
to keep Australians safe from any further infections to Australians. However, I would also like to state
that overreactions, such as staying away from Chinese restaurants, festivals or community groups, is
unfair and unhelpful. Australia’s Chinese community should not be punished, held to blame or indeed
boycotted in any way due to a health concern that has originated overseas. It has nothing to do with
the Australian Chinese community. Any citizens or travellers to any part of the world, like China, that
have been impacted are being managed appropriately by federal, state and local authorities;
overreactions to Chinese Australian events here are unfair.
I have made contact with my local Chinese community leaders—in one of the largest Chinese
communities in Australia—to assure them of my total confidence in them and their community and to
offer any support in what is a very difficult time for many members of the Australian Chinese
community.
STREET TO HOME INITIATIVE
Mr McGHIE (Melton) (17:02): I rise today to speak about an inspirational young lady I met
recently. On 19 December the Minister for Planning and I visited Bacchus Marsh and the modular
units as part of the Street to Home initiative. Natalie, a mother of twin girls, opened up her home to
show us firsthand how a hand up, not necessarily a handout, can make such a difference in a person’s
life. This is Natalie’s story, in her words:
… in 2016 I lost custody of my twin daughters due to drug use and unfortunately my life had been down the
rabbit hole, I had been bashed, chased with dirty needles and honestly didn’t think I would be around to see
30. Until I met a man named Adam … the first worker to ever make contact from uniting care and I owe
every thing to that man, since entering the Bacchus Marsh units I have been completely drug free for almost
6 months. I have been made 2ic for my job at Starbucks and I have my access back with my daughter’s and I
am continuing to move forward and have hope for the future, all I needed was that little bit of extra support
from the team at uniting and someone to have faith in me. The team at uniting are real life superheros and I
can’t thank Adam, Elliott, Laura and Jax for giving me my life back.

Thank you, Natalie, for opening up your home and sharing your story. Natalie had a very happy
Christmas with her girls, and it is all because someone saw in her what she could not see in herself,
and that was hope. The rough sleeping action plan is a positive step by the Andrews Labor government
in supporting the vulnerable in our community. Congratulations Natalie, and thank you UnitingCare
for supporting her.
BUSHFIRES
Mr TAK (Clarinda) (17:03): It has been a very busy period in my electorate celebrating Lunar
New Year and also with bushfire appeals. In January the federation of Chinese organisations from
Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos initiated a fundraiser to raise money for bushfire relief. A total of
$89 945 was raised. A further $5000 was raised at the Springvale Lunar New Year festival. That was
$94 945 in total. I was truly honoured and humbled to be invited to present the cheque at that festival.
I would also like to formally acknowledge several organisations here for their generous donations and
community spirit—namely, the Springvale Asian Business Association, the Teo Chew Chinese
Association of Victoria, Cambodian Chinese Friendship Association of Victoria, Springvale Ethnic
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Chinese Elderly Caring Friendship Association, Chin Lien Chinese Association of Victoria, Bright
Moon Buddhist Society of Victoria, Hakka Association of Victoria Australia, Springvale Chinese
Ethnic School, Springvale Chinese Ethnic School Alumni Association and Australian Asian TV
Association Incorporated.
I would also like to commend the Cambodian Victorian community on its bushfire appeal, which took
place at the Clarke Road temple on 25 January. The appeal raised more than $50 000—a truly amazing
contribution. Thank you to the Cambodian Australian Federation, the Cambodian Association of
Victoria and all the temples and organisations involved.
AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (17:05): This year’s Australia Day was a time for reflection for
many communities around the state, and that includes my electorate of Narre Warren South. It was a
day on which we acknowledged the people and organisations who have made significant contributions
to our local area and shared in celebrating those who received their Australian citizenships.
The Holt awards, presented by federal member for Holt, Anthony Byrne MP, recognise the hard work
of those who have made a positive impact on our community. Kelly Warren of local charity
BK 2 Basics was a recipient of an award, and I would like to take a moment to acknowledge the
important work she does. Kelly and her dedicated team of volunteers run a community food pantry to
support people who are experiencing homelessness or financial difficulties. Over 150 people a day use
BK 2 Basics, and it has become an integral part of our community service network. The work she does
is so important in supporting our most vulnerable.
The Casey Australia Day Awards also recognised those who are positive influences on our
community, including Casey’s Citizen of the Year, Bassir Qadiri of the Bakhtar Cultural Association.
His work and community advocacy have changed the lives of many, including Afghan women
affected by family violence and those who are isolated due to cultural and language barriers.
Two hundred and fifty local residents chose 26 January to become Australian citizens. To many, it is
a chance to show their commitment to our country, and it displays their desire to add to our
multicultural Australian identity.
BUSHFIRES
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (17:06): My local community’s response to the devastating bushfires
has been inspiring. I must acknowledge Samuel from Seaford. This gorgeous 10-year-old baked his
own Anzac biscuits and sold them at Yo-Ko Boutique to raise money for the bushfire appeal. The
Spanish bar in Seaford, Seaford North IGA Xpress and so many other local businesses donated money
from sales to the bushfire relief. Sk8House in Carrum Downs held an all-night skate-athon and raised
nearly $7000. The Hindu Society of Victoria donated $10 000. Hope Early Learning Centre in Carrum
Downs held a barbecue fundraiser and raised more than $1600 for the Carrum Downs fire brigade.
This is just a snapshot of the generosity shown by my local community.
Over the Australia Day weekend I travelled to East Gippsland with my empty red esky. I met so many
locals and listened to so many stories of loss and sadness, but also determination. On my travels I met
Hannah Thomas and Steph Beatty. Both are volunteers with the local CFA—Steph is operational and
had earlier been deployed to New South Wales—and both were active during the fires in December
and January. They own Beatt’s Coffee outside Woolworths in Lakes Entrance, and like other small
businesses throughout the region they could really use our help. So when you head off on your
Victorian bushfire relief road trip—because I know you will—please pay them a visit and say hi from
me, buy a couple of coffees and buy some of Mitzi’s cakes, made with love by another local, Atina
Baker’s mum. And ask Hannah to show you her poetry. It captures perfectly the spirit and resilience
of this beautiful part of the world and its wonderful people. I want to let them know that our
communities will not give up on them and that we will make sure that they recover and rebuild.
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BUSHFIRES
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) (17:08): I rise to share the many ways that the people of the Bentleigh
electorate have opened their hearts, opened their wallets and rolled up their sleeves to support fellow
Victorians doing it tough in bushfire-affected communities. It is true that social media can be used for
both good and evil, but I can say that in my electorate it is used for a lot of good. The East Bentleigh
Community 3165 Facebook page, which was started by local resident Jason Hart, has been used to
rally members of our local community behind some very worthy causes in support of bushfire-affected
communities. My friend Kay Rimbaldo, who is one of the administrators of the page, has been
particularly active, and I congratulate her for organising a number of fundraisers, including a good
old-fashioned collection in tins at various businesses which raised nearly $10 000 in just a few days. I
know that they are also organising for a busload of East Bentleigh residents to go up to East Gippsland
to support businesses in that region—as Kate put it, East Bentleigh supporting East Gippsland. I think
it is a wonderful thing.
I also want to mention Carla Magid, who started a collection of refreshments for firefighters, which
were packed by many, many volunteers at Active Lifestyle Gym in South Oakleigh, owned by local
residents Rachel and Chris Matthews.
I also want to give a shout-out to Moorabbin Bowls Club and Bentleigh Bowls Club. Both clubs got
in touch with me to tell me that they had raised thousands of dollars for fellow Victorians.
Congratulations to my local community on the work they have done.
BUSHFIRES
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (17:09): I would like to put on record my appreciation, and I am
sure the appreciation of everyone in the Oakleigh electorate, of the dedicated commitment of our
emergency services during the bushfire crisis and, as the member for Bentleigh just said, recognise the
businesses and the individuals in my community who put an enormous amount of effort and heart into
assisting bushfire-affected communities. I would especially like to recognise and remember those who
lost their lives. These are people who put themselves on the line every single day to protect others.
There is no greater act of humanity than this.
OC CONNECTIONS
Mr DIMOPOULOS: Well done again to OC Connections for another successful Christmas tree
fundraising effort. In 2020 this organisation will celebrate 70 years of providing caring support for
people with an intellectual disability in our community. That is an incredible achievement. Since the
1960s they have been selling real Christmas trees to raise much-needed funds. Thanks to all the team
and volunteers who do so such a great job all year round.
MERRI GARTON
Mr DIMOPOULOS: I would like to send my best wishes and thanks to Merri Garton, the owner
of Murrumbeena Video World. Sadly, one of the last video stores in Melbourne is closing. Merri has
been there for 23 years, and while it is sad to see the video store close, it is equally sad to lose a local
business where everyone felt welcome and the owner knew people by name, knew their movie tastes
and took a real interest in their lives. I only found out recently, but Merri has a connection with this
place. Her grandfather and great-grandfather both served here as members, her grandfather for a period
of some 19 years. I wish Merri and her family much success in their next adventure and thank her for
all the good memories she has provided our community.
BUSHFIRES
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (17:11): I just want to place on record my thanks to all the emergency
services workers and other volunteers that have been working so very hard to contain the bushfires
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here in Victoria over the last numbers of weeks. We know we are not finished with the bushfire season
yet, but they are doing a great job. (Time expired)
Statements on parliamentary committee reports
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (17:11): I rise today to make a contribution to the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee’s report that was tabled back in October last year on the 2019–20 budget
estimates. I cannot rise to talk about a PAEC report without making comment on the fact that we have
recently seen the government members within PAEC use their numbers to further delay, for a second
time, hearings on the financial and performance outcomes for last year, which I find to be quite
extraordinary. The excuse that has been given is that the departments are all apparently incredibly busy
with bushfires. No doubt some are, but there are others which do not have much of an active role.
Mr Pearson: On a point of order, Deputy Speaker, the member is referring to, I think, deliberations
that the committee may have held in relation to outcomes of hearings, and they are matters of privilege
that are only to be discussed within the committee. I am not sure if the member is referring to
information that has been shared publicly, but even if the member is referring to matters that are in the
public domain, this is about reports that relate to matters that have been considered by the committee
and have been tabled. Unless the member is referring to the report which was published in October, I
do not think she is in order.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the member referring to the report that was published in October?
Ms RYAN: Yes, I am, Deputy Speaker.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the member could remain speaking on that report.
Ms RYAN: Certainly. I do note that the member for Essendon is a serial point-of-order-taker when
it comes to committee reports. I think he spends the vast majority of—
Mr Pearson interjected.
Ms RYAN: It is the great entertainment for him, committee reports, I think. He might be better off
focusing on his real job at hand.
I think this is a real sign that everything is going pear-shaped for the government. It is clear that there
are major cost blowouts on major projects that they are very reluctant to have the opposition examine.
I specifically want to refer in my contribution to page 126 of the report, which talks about the
objectives of the public transport portfolio. They are:
… to provide reliable, user focused, safe and well regulated transport services.

Mr Angus: That’s a fail.
Ms RYAN: That is a fail, as the member for Forest Hill says. I think on any measure the minister
is failing the objectives of the public transport portfolio. We have had $149 million cut from V/Line
by those opposite. That is detailed in V/Line’s annual report. We now have rolling V/Line strikes
which are preventing country passengers from being able to use the service, and we have a service
which continually fails to meet its performance targets. As the committee noted, V/Line is delivering
services well below its 92 per cent target, and in fact its performance is worsening.
I was contacted over the summer by Garry Smith from Kilmore, who is a daily user of the Seymour
to Southern Cross line. He has been using it since 1987. He made the comment that it takes longer
today to travel on this line, and made the observation that Victorian public transport is the only thing
to go backwards in an era of technological advancement. It is pretty interesting when you think that a
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provincial government in China was able to build a 1000-bed hospital in the space of 10 days while
our government cannot even make a regional train service run on time.
Wolf Passauer of Benalla, who corresponds with me regularly about our train service, said that he
contacted V/Line after a goods train carriage decoupled and there was an incident on the north-east
line where the passenger trains a week later are still being replaced by coaches. He has made inquiries
with V/Line but has yet to receive any response.
Jay Martin from Broadford has raised concerns with me about the inequitable public fare structure that
currently plagues the Seymour line, where you have got a situation where Wandong is one particular
fare and just up the road Kilmore and Broadford are a different fare, which is putting great pressure
on Wandong. Locally, people are asking why the government is charging a different rate, which is
creating great pressure on some infrastructure. I think it is very important for us to know— (Time
expired)
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (17:16): I am delighted, as always, to be able to make a contribution
on the report on the 2019–20 budget estimates, from October 2019. I draw the house’s attention to
chapter 12.4.1, headed ‘Invest Victoria’.
Mr Richardson interjected.
Mr PEARSON: Page 275, member for Mordialloc. I draw the house’s attention to this because it
relates to the testimony provided by the Minister for Economic Development, the Treasurer, which
refers specifically to the investments being made to Invest Victoria. For the benefit of the house, Invest
Victoria plays a really important role in terms of fostering, encouraging and facilitating investment in
Victoria. In an age where you have got capital which is footloose, where companies could invest here
or they could invest in Tasmania or they could invest in Singapore or New York, there needs to be a
way in which government can play a role in helping to foster, encourage and facilitate that investment.
As you would have seen, Deputy Speaker, although it is obviously regrettable that Kaufland have
chosen to exit the marketplace, that is an example where a new investor has sought to come in and has
received some level of support from the government. You would expect government to play a leading
role in terms of identifying those impediments to investment, because where you have got an instance
where there are unnecessary delays in relation to those investments occurring that can be quite costly,
particularly from the point of view of the sunk cost of capital and what impact that might have in terms
of the internal rate of return which a company might be using to assess one particular economy over
another. The state can play a really important role in terms of trying to reduce those risks and reduce
those costs to business, and to try and find a way in which it makes it easier for those companies to
invest.
Indeed, Invest Victoria also plays, I think, a really important role in terms of providing really good
links and contacts throughout the Asia-Pacific region. When you look at where the global economy is
at the moment, there certainly will be some shocks and reverberations which will occur, from the point
of view of the coronavirus and the impact that that will have but also if you try to unpick the trade deal
that the USA and the People’s Republic of China have recently struck. That will have some impacts
in our community. It is really important that you have got an organisation like Invest Victoria which
can look at trying to engage with those nations, those governments, but also those large state-owned
enterprises in the case of the People’s Republic of China or some of those very large conglomerate
companies, which are particularly active in countries like Vietnam and Indonesia, in order to try and
find ways in which we can build closer economic ties because the reality is that there has been a
complete absence of leadership at the federal level in relation to trade policy and Victoria has had to
go it alone. We have had to go it alone because the federal government has been absent when it comes
to developing a really good trade policy.
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There is a really important role to be played in having experienced and professional public servants
who can understand the way of government and who have got the capacity to understand the
challenges that a particular company might have when it comes to investing in the state and to try and
understand what those barriers and hurdles might be in order to foster and encourage that level of
investment. This plays to Victoria’s strengths. We are a multicultural society and we embrace
multiculturalism. I know, Deputy Speaker, how strong you have been in your community about
standing up for tolerance, harmony, respect and diversity. That is a credit to you, and it is a credit to
the Leader of the House as well in her capacity. That is Victoria’s great strength. By having a strong
multicultural society, by having a very strong and proactive trade policy and by finding ways in which
we can properly fund and resource an organisation like Invest Victoria, we really are at the front of the
pack when it comes to playing a key role in driving economic development for Victoria but also in
asserting our role in the Asia-Pacific region. That is why this is so very important. I commend the
work of the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee.
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (17:21): I am pleased to rise to make a contribution on the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee report on the 2019–20 budget estimates tabled in this place in
October 2019 by the committee. I want to particularly look in my comments today at a couple of
projects, but before I do that I just want to put on record again the fact that within this particular budget
document, within the budget papers of the state, we can see that we are now living in the highest taxing,
highest spending state. It is the highest taxing budget we have ever had here in the state of Victoria.
The reality is that we are not getting value for money, and that is what I want to particularly highlight
today in relation to that. We know and all Victorians now know that we have had more than 20 new
and increased taxes and charges here in Victoria that are starting to hurt people. I have spoken in here
many times about the fact that my constituents are getting hurt significantly by the reckless spending
and the consequent flow-on of costs by this government, whether that is in the area of the utilities—
water, electricity and gas—or whether it is in their rates, whatever area it is, and that is impacting real
people.
As I said, I want to talk particularly about a couple of projects. I want to look at page 246 of the report,
which talks about the West Gate Tunnel Project, and I want to highlight one of the many issues with
this particular project. It came out in the hearings that were held last year, and it was to do with the
local content, and I quote the report:
The Premier, Hon Daniel Andrews MP, confirmed that the contractor was required to deliver 92% local steel
content for the project. The Premier informed the Committee that the most recent advice is that the contractor
will likely deliver 85% local steel content.

The Premier goes on to be questioned more by the committee members and gives various excuses that
would have been provided to him for the particular forum that he was in in relation to the missing of
that particular milestone by the contractor. I suppose the point I am making is that it is symptomatic
of all projects, I would argue—certainly this project, because we know since this report was tabled
that the West Gate Tunnel Project has just gone completely off the rails. We know it has turned into a
shambolic situation. We have got the whole contaminated soil issue, which people are responding to
as if it is a surprise. I was talking to someone the other day and they were saying they had worked
down at Mobil, which is just adjacent to the site where the tunnel is going through, and the fact is that
they knew that there was oil dumped there, they knew there were other pollutants, they knew there
were other contaminants in the soil even back in those old days when that facility was there. The fact
that people are now acting surprised in relation to this and are unable to find a solution is quite
extraordinary.
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That is just one example in relation to one project. We know with the Metro Tunnel project there are
all kinds of issues happening there as well. The work has been on and off there. We know in relation
to other services we have had strikes with the train system, we have had strikes with the tram system
and arguments about, generally speaking, financial matters—enterprise bargaining agreements
(EBAs), pay and conditions. The disrepute that has brought on our great state of Victoria, particularly
in the last two weeks during the Australian Open, with the trams going on strike at one of the peak
times for tourists and other international guests, has just been a disgrace. We know that the government
has lost control in relation to the EBA matters. We know that even with the ambulance service—they
have managed to patch up the police matter—that dispute is still ongoing as well, and who knows
where that is going to finish up. What that is symptomatic of though is the fact that the budget is out
of control. We know that. We have known that since I last spoke on this report in this place when we
saw that massive $1.6 billion turnaround year on year for the first quarter results to the September
quarter last year. That tells us in neon lights, if you like, that we have got major financial problems.
We now know of course that we have had the bushfires that we have had and that we have still got,
and there are going to be ongoing consequences of that, of course, and a number of those will be
financial. The impact on the budget will be extraordinary in relation to that. I think the state will be in
a very difficult financial position, which will come through in due course. There is a whole range of
matters that are captured in this report that just show that the government has lost control of the budget
and it has lost control of projects, and this document to me raises a whole lot of signals in relation to
the financial incompetence of this government.
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (17:26): I refer to the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
inquiry into the budget estimates, and in particular to the contribution on how the Victorian
government is developing new technologies to support production in hotter, drier environments, and
this is the reference under ‘Drought assistance and climate change’. The initiative that I am proposing
is that the Victorian government establishes a life preservation institute to address the impacts of
climate change, drought and bushfire mitigation. Our sunburnt country has suffered unprecedented
fires this summer. The reach of the flames has burnt a landmass roughly the size of Italy. Mega-fronts
uniting across states created their own weather, threatening lives on a previously unimagined scale.
Fires still rage in Victoria, reminding us this deadly threat remains ominous. The proposal that I am
looking to get Victoria to establish is a life preservation institute as a world-leading centre of excellence
to address this existential threat. We will coordinate international and Australian research from
universities and key institutions such as the CSIRO, the Bureau of Meteorology and leading
government agencies across jurisdictions. Such a consortium would focus on delivering initiatives for
bushfire mitigation, response, recovery, community resilience, climate change and droughts. I have
been pursuing this life preservation strategy for a decade now, since the Black Saturday bushfires
became Australia’s worst natural disaster and cost 173 lives.
This has been gaining momentum, I am happy to report. The first idea I submitted was to look at a life
preservation accord with California—California and Victoria being the world’s two most wildfireprone states. I am delighted to report that the Andrews Labor government delivered that collaboration
in 2015. Risk of bushfires is becoming even more acute, as we know, in Victoria and in the rest of the
world, so I also proposed when we had the 10th anniversary debate in this Parliament that we should
extend this to Greece and also now to Europe. The association representing legislators of Greek
heritage from all continents, the World Hellenic Inter-Parliamentary Association, invited me to present
my proposal for an accord to prevent, fight, recover and rebuild from wildfire after that advocacy. This
now has the unanimous support of the association to develop a life preservation accord, and they voted
to extend it actually to other natural disasters. So we are making progress on this.
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I think that this is an area where Victoria leads. We have had numerous royal commissions into the
catastrophes that we have suffered in this state, and I think it is an area where we can be a world leader
in redefining these responses. I have run this past a number of major universities, and they are
extremely interested in forming a collaboration to do this. I think that it is something that we can
actually pursue, be the leaders on and get to what are the new issues and the new initiatives that we
need to take.
I think it also fits with the Australian government; the Prime Minister has recognised the need to
improve our military and first responder coordination to prevent, fight and recover from catastrophic
fires, which we will inevitably continue to confront. What I have suggested there, as well, is that the
Victorian government has established links with international jurisdictions and Victoria continues to
lead with initiatives such as the recently announced Bushfire Recovery Victoria, a new permanent and
dedicated Victorian government agency working directly with local communities to listen, to help and
to deliver what they need. That is where I think the life preservation institute would add value on top
of that to be able to get the world’s best insights and also initiatives that come from that.
But connecting that back up with how we get a better proposition with the military and our volunteer
firefighters to get that unity ticket that the Prime Minister is actually looking for—well, there is no
better place than the Maygar Barracks in Broadmeadows, because that has been a key logistics hub to
fight these fires this summer and also previously on Black Saturday and other disasters. It really
coordinates those propositions. What it would bring together is that this is the complex where the
diggers, the Light Horsemen and the VC winners were trained and dispatched to fight at Gallipoli and
then on to the Western Front, where they were hailed as heroes in France. So this would honour the
history and the heritage, and it would provide new jobs and industries to save people.
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (17:31): I too just wanted to make a few comments on the
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates. I caught the member for Broadmeadows speaking a little
bit about bushfires—obviously it is the topic of the day at the moment everywhere—and I am going
to do likewise. One of the things in the estimates process last year, particularly through the public
hearings, was obviously about the CFA, which I think the member for Broadmeadows might have
mentioned, and the importance of providing the right facilities and equipment for the CFA. I think it
is pertinent to raise this. We have had a good condolence motion today, and there will be now I think
a more vigorous debate, perhaps, about fire preparation, fire preparedness and response and the like—
and one of those things gets down to equipment.
I remember asking the minister a couple of years ago when the now Minister for Education was the
Minister for Emergency Services—there was, I think, $60 million on the table, as part of negotiations
to introduce Fire Rescue Victoria, for the CFA. I am not sure where that has gone. I would be interested
to know whether the current minister is still prepared to put that money on the table because in the
electorate of Gippsland South I have at least three stations that are in urgent need of replacing, those
being Mirboo North, Foster and Yarram.
The Foster fire brigade can barely fit its trucks into its existing station, and indeed it has been putting
up with a very, very old truck because the new truck simply will not fit in its existing station. The captain
there, David Jones, has been a very fierce lobbyist for his brigade, and like me, he is getting very
frustrated that for five years now, since I have been in the role as the member for Gippsland South, we
have been unable to secure any government funding for it. Likewise, Mirboo North, I believe, is on the
top of the district 9 list for infrastructure, and the Yarram station is also at the top the list for district 10.
Yarram likewise literally has chunks of bricks and concrete out of each side of the building because it
is so tight getting trucks in and out, and it is also in desperate need of replacement. We have actually
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got land for the Yarram one, and it is ready to go. It would actually be a great precinct because it is right
beside the ambulance station in Yarram, but we still have not seen the capital for that.
We have seen and we have heard the Minister for Police and Emergency Services today praising the
work of volunteers—those who came on strike teams from all around the state. I think she might have
either inadvertently or deliberately misinterpreted the question, but she made the point that volunteers
deserve our support and respect for the work that they have done. That includes volunteers not in the
East Gippsland and north-east areas, many of whom, including those I mentioned from South
Gippsland, have actually sent strike teams. I think the least the government could do now is to reinstate
that money that was previously offered for capital that had been raised before through the budget
estimates process, and those three stations in particular that I raised from my electorate are very much
deserving of replacements. Likewise Korumburra is number two or three on the list for district 9 and
will be down the track, but certainly Mirboo North, Foster and Yarram are in critical need of
replacement. Likewise Sale, while the station itself is quite good, it is in the wrong location; it is right
in the CBD, and most of the volunteers live across the Princes Highway. That actually affects their
response times, because the volunteers have to get across the highway to get to the station and then
get to a call-out. That has led to a fairly bad outcome for their reporting times. That is another one that
certainly down the track will need addressing.
I will leave it on that basis, that those stations—Yarram, Foster and Mirboo North—are in desperate
need. I urge the current minister to back up her words about support for volunteers and provide funding
in this year’s budget for new stations at those towns.
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (17:36): It is great to follow the member for Gippsland South,
my colleague on the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee, and provide some commentary and
a contribution on the budget estimates 2019–20. A lot has happened since the handing down of that
report. We have seen our state under significant pressure and duress with the recent bushfire tragedies,
and that will impact the next budget and then budgets over the forward estimates as we work side by
side with Victorians affected by bushfires to support them on the road to recovery. To see the budget
forecast here—to see the economic engine room that Victoria is for the nation—the recipe for that
recovery is written in the strong economic position, the sound management of the Premier and
Treasurer, the hundreds of thousands of jobs that have been created, the economic development that
has been occurring and the fact that we have a strong surplus that is going to underpin that recovery
journey into the future as we help these communities rebuild and get back on track, and we will be
with them in the coming months and years on that long journey to recovery.
I could not go past the significant capital works agenda. The member for Forest Hill has a consistent
theme where he details his supposed concerns about major projects, criticising major projects of this
government. You would not have heard a criticism like that of big infrastructure and major projects
by the former coalition government, because it was completely lean. There were not too many pages
of infrastructure. You cannot face issues on infrastructure projects if you have none. You cannot run
into headwinds and concerns if all you have got is a side letter and a little bit of paper that says, ‘Oh,
we might do something, I’ve got an IOU if you elect us again’. No, you do not run into headwinds and
issues, and you do not create jobs. No wonder we were at 6.9 per cent unemployment. Look at the
budget papers here; we are under 5 per cent, and we are creating the jobs.
These big major infrastructure projects require bold leadership, getting on with it, committing to the
agenda and supporting these communities. You can see out my way the transformation that is going
on. The level crossing removals in my patch are the biggest changes since the rail line went through
in the late 1800s. This is an extraordinary change. Mentone and Cheltenham are getting underway this
year. If you look at the budget paper State Capital Program for 2019–20, you see a significant
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investment—over $6 billion—for those level crossing removals. And guess what? Bonbeach, Chelsea
and Edithvale level crossings will be gone for good. They are getting underway mid-next year. This is
the economic investment and the change and transformation that is going on.
Fast-forward a little further and move inland to a project that was talked about and proposed under the
Hamer government—the Mordialloc Freeway. What an extraordinary project this is. It has been
unearthed by the major roads authority. You see the investment over the forward estimates in the
Mordialloc Freeway. This is a significant project that will get people home safer and sooner, taking
pressure off those local roads. It took an Andrews Labor government with its bold infrastructure agenda
to commit to deliver not only on Main Street, not only those local road projects, but also those big
infrastructure projects and those outcomes. That is creating hundreds and hundreds of jobs. They tell
me something like 500 000 African elephants of dirt are going out of there just over this summer as we
build the bridges to deliver that incredible project into the future. It is a lot. It is a big scale—3.2 million
tonnes of soil moving around. This is going to be transformational. This is just a few projects.
That is not to mention the Suburban Rail Loop, about which the member for Forest Hill should come
in and say, ‘Gee whiz, that’s a fantastic project—a visionary project that would transform my
community into the future’. Show a bit of bipartisanship, because this is listed in the planning phase
in this budget, in these documents over the forward estimates. But you hear nothing from those
opposite. You hear a bit of a lukewarm response because they are a bit concerned about where the
long-term strategic priorities of those eastern suburb seats are and the fact that half of those seats have
turned red because we are listening to the community. We are doing the North East Link, we are doing
the major infrastructure projects and the Suburban Rail Loop. It is actually supporting the lives and
outcomes of Victorians living in our eastern suburbs.
I would be a bit nervous. I would be getting on board. I would be skipping out of the coalition party
room and saying, ‘I support the Suburban Rail Loop, the development opportunities, the support for
communities to get them home safer and sooner and to transform the way we get around town’. That
is what we need in this state. That is the leadership and vision that we need. This is all underpinned by
this budget, which delivers almost all of our election commitments. It is a strong economic blueprint.
It is the envy of the state’s previous governments and the envy of the nation. This is why Victoria is
truly the engine room of the nation.
Business of the house
ORDERS OF THE DAY
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Crime Prevention, Minister for Corrections, Minister for
Youth Justice, Minister for Victim Support) (17:41): I move:
That consideration of government business, order of the day 1, be postponed until later this day.

Motion agreed to.
Bills
ROAD SAFETY AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms NEVILLE:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Opposition amendments circulated by Mr SOUTHWICK under standing orders.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (17:43): I begin by making some comments on the Road Safety
and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019. As I have indicated, we are proposing amendments to
this bill, which I will get to shortly. I wanted to firstly thank the minister’s office and the department
for the briefing that they provided to me. I know that we were trying to get things organised. Due to a
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lot of unforeseen circumstances the briefing timing was pretty tight, but the response to my questions
was certainly responsive, and I thank the minister’s office for that.
I also want to begin by saying that we have probably done something that is a little bit unusual in that
we provided these amendments ahead of the actual discussion to the minister and to the government,
because we believe road safety is absolutely paramount. We talk quite a lot about bipartisanship on an
issue when it comes to road safety. If we can do things better and reduce the fatalities on our roads,
we need to look at ways of doing that. Therefore I appreciate that in this bill we are looking at sending
a very strong message to those that excessively speed and use their vehicles as weapons to harm
individuals that this is completely unacceptable and that rather than waiting for the courts and the
evidence to be heard—or certainly once the offence has been committed—in a couple of
circumstances there would be immediate suspension of licences. We have no problem with that.
This bill particularly looks at amending the Road Safety Act 1986 and the Sentencing Act 1991 to
allow for the immediate suspension of drivers licences for dangerous drivers charged with excessive
speeding offences or other serious offences, including where a motor vehicle has been used as a
weapon to cause death or injury. As I said, we have no problems with that. We certainly support the
government on those initiatives.
As I said, we have done something in good faith—that is, we have given these amendments ahead of
time and hope that the government will support these amendments, which go a little bit further and
bring us in line with New South Wales. New South Wales have extended this situation to particularly
when we are dealing with hoon drivers that use their car for drag racing. They have also extended the
powers to P-platers that speed not the 45 kilometres an hour above the speed limit which is proposed
here but, in the case of P-platers, when they speed 30 kilometres an hour above the limit so that they
get an immediate suspension. Also learners—where learner drivers do not have someone to supervise
in the vehicle, they immediately have their licence suspended. We believe that the policies that have
been followed in New South Wales in these instances should apply here and we should always be
looking at ways to improve things and do things better. Certainly in the recent period we have seen a
reduction in the road toll in New South Wales and a real focus on the road toll in New South Wales. I
will come to the numbers shortly, but I think we need to be looking at other jurisdictions and what
they are doing and how we can adopt the practices here to get the best policies in place to ensure that
we reduce the road toll.
We have seen in many instances campaigns like Wipe Off 5 and ‘If you drink, then drive, you’re a
bloody idiot’. There have been a lot of campaigns. The TAC have run these campaigns. Victoria for
many years has championed the whole idea of having a Transport Accident Commission that is
funded, that has the ability to run campaigns—educational campaigns—to run the kinds of supports,
to run the insurance, to run all of those things that have for many, many years put Victoria in front
when it comes to these areas.
I will say, however, that that has not been the case in recent times. I will say, particularly with the
$2.9 billion budget that has been taken out of the TAC, it has not had the ability to do the work that it
has done in the past. A separate issue that I think is important is to at least put that on the record and
to say that we do need to look at how we fund the TAC to the best of our ability. We have also seen a
$400 000 reduction in drug and alcohol tests. I would also say to that that it is really important to bring
those tests back up. I know that magistrates have been calling for more powers in these areas. They
are some of the areas that I know of. This is how important this is, certainly to our side of the house.
The first policy that we introduced—the very first one—did not have anything to do with health and
education or any other area we could have chosen. We chose the road toll. We chose the increasing
road fatalities that we were seeing; we said we wanted a targeted approach to reduce the road toll that
ensured more drug and alcohol tests and particularly a focus around drug testing to ensure that we had
more awareness and that we had cameras put where they were needed as a deterrent to be able to
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ensure that we get people to slow down, which is just so important. We know that is a really, really
important element of this.
I want to just come back to the background of this particular bill. I commend the government for going
this far on this in terms of, particularly, listening to victims of crime, because we talk about victims of
a lot on our side. In fact we have always been a party that has championed victims of crime. As the
Shadow Minister for Police and Shadow Minister for Community Safety I have always said we must
put victims first; we must put them first because at the end of the day none of us can put ourselves in
the shoes of somebody who has had a violent attack or that has lost a loved one. You just cannot
imagine those kinds of situations. We need to protect them, we need to support them and we need to
ensure that the laws are in place for them.
In the current instance of the legislation that the government is proposing today there are two victims
that came out. Firstly, as the minister raised in her contribution, there is Chloe Dickman’s incident,
where Tegan Kelly was found guilty of two counts of reckless conduct, endangering life and recklessly
causing serious injury in relation to an incident in July 2015. Ms Kelly rammed Chloe Dickman and
pinned her legs between two cars, causing significant injury to her legs, which was worsened by a
further assault by Ms Kelly. Ms Dickman suffered significant emotional and physical harm and has
ongoing anxiety and post-traumatic stress disorder, nerve damage and chronic pain. Ms Kelly was
sentenced in October 2016 in the County Court to five years and nine months jail, with a non-parole
period of three years and three months. During the period between Ms Kelly’s arrest in July 2015 and
her incarceration in October 2016 she retained her drivers licence.
So here is the big thing: she had her licence, yet she was incarcerated and effectively had this period.
Ms Dickman has spoken publicly about the threat of Ms Kelly continuing to drive around while in the
community she lived in during the trial and how that caused Ms Dickman significant emotional
damage and concern for the safety of others and her own safety. That is just massive—to think that
somebody had caused that kind of stress and had harmed somebody physically like in this situation
and that, leading up to the trial, she is driving around. Leading up to the trial she has got her licence.
That is why it is important to have these kinds of laws in place.
In the second incident, the Tyler Dean incident, the victim, Tyler Dean, was struck and killed while
riding a motorised pushbike in October 2017. Billy-Jay Glynn was charged with five counts associated
with the incident. He was released on bail but allowed to keep his licence. A County Court jury in June
2019 found him not guilty of dangerous driving causing death and failing to render assistance after the
incident. While Mr Glynn was found not guilty of the dangerous driving causing death charge, the
licence suspension proposed in the bill would nonetheless be allowed by this specific charge,
particularly as it went through a committal hearing to determine if those charges should be sent to a
jury. Ms Jeynelle Dean-Hayes, Tyler’s mother, had publicly recounted her horror at seeing the 23year-old accused of her son’s death driving in Winchelsea in the months after the incident as he waited
to face court. Mr Glynn is currently before the Geelong Magistrates Court for a contested hearing over
a drug-driving charge relating to the same incident. Ms Dean-Hayes started a petition urging
authorities to change the legislation so accused drivers have their licence suspended until the outcome
of the court case—so another situation where it is just absolutely unimaginable that somebody would
cause death during an accident like this and be waiting for the process to take place but during that
time still have their licence in place.
On the bill that is currently before us, particularly when it comes to speeding, the two areas in terms
of the offence are: firstly, travelling 45 kilometres or more over the speed limit where there would be
a 12-month licence suspension, or travelling over 145 kilometres per hour but less than 155 kilometres
per hour in a 110-kilometre-per-hour speed limit area. That would be a six-month suspension. In those
two cases, you have to be really speeding. If you think about this, if you are over 145 kilometres an
hour you are going pretty hard.
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The interesting thing about this—and we are not proposing this in the amendment, but we do certainly
raise it—is that the legislation will only apply where these speeding offences are detected by Victoria
Police and this results in an on-the-spot fine or a charge being issued by Victoria Police. What that
means is that a police officer needs to sight you doing these speeds and effectively be able to charge
you as part of that to effectively be able to issue that fine, as opposed to a camera offence. Now, the
interesting thing about a camera offence is that currently around 30 per cent, or one in three offences,
are effectively those which are apprehended by the police themselves, and the remainder—effectively
two out of three—are camera offences. So we are not covering a majority of cases in which people are
hoon driving well and truly over the speed limit and being caught by a camera. Because they are not
caught by a police officer but by a camera they not being caught up in this. I know there are other
issues and sensitivities around that, but I do raise that as something that is worth considering in the
future. If you look at excessive speeding in 2018–19: fixed cameras, 767 infringements, representing
55.14 per cent; mobile cameras, 255 infringements, 18.3 per cent; and police on-the-spot fines,
457 infringements, or 30.89 per cent. So 30.89 per cent are the people where there is a police on-thespot fine; the other two are camera offences.
I also wanted to raise here the issue of having more highway patrol officers and the importance of
having that visibility. We know that is just so important—police visibility. We know the one thing that
actually gets people to slow down is when they see a police car, when they see a police officer. The
amount of police officers that have had conversations with me and mentioned that to me—I just cannot
tell you how many people have said that. The ironic thing is I was up in the Mornington Peninsula late
last year, and I went and was visiting one of the local police stations there and getting a bit of a briefing
from them. The senior sergeant in the station was driving about an hour and a half from his home each
day because he was stationed for six months at one of the stations in the Mornington Peninsula. He
travelled to and from work for an hour and a half each day. He himself said that when he drives on
that route he hardly ever sees a police car at all. He does not see one at all. He commented how over
the years—and he has been around a while—that has reduced. That is not taking anything away from
the hard work that our police officers do, but they are stretched.
A lot of the police cars that you see are reacting to things on the road and not being able to do that
proactive policing. I make the comment because I am comparing stuff in New South Wales to Victoria.
New South Wales has had a real focus on that police on the beat—that proactive policing. I
acknowledge that the government has put on more police, but our focus is slightly different,
particularly when it comes to the roads. We are not quite having the same approach.
What we are seeing under the current government is a reverse attack. In fact figures and location data
for September 2019 show that the majority of Victoria Police’s regional divisions—which is 12 out of
21—have had their divisional highway patrol numbers cut or have remained unchanged since 2014. I
can give you an example. If you look at the eastern region division 1, which is Boroondara,
Manningham, Monash and Whitehorse, they have been reduced by 2.56 per cent. The eastern region
division 3, which is Benalla, Greater Shepparton and Mitchell, is down by 0.05 per cent. You have got
the eastern region division 5, which is Bass Coast, Baw Baw and La Trobe, down by 9.42 per cent.
The eastern region division 6, which is East Gippsland and Wellington, have had a reduction of
19.76 per cent. Melbourne East, Melbourne West and Yarra are down by 6.95 per cent. The north-west
metro region, which is Hobsons Bay, Maribyrnong and Wyndham, is down by 4.97 per cent. Southern
metro, which is my area of Glen Eira and Kingston, is down by 11.10 per cent. Frankston and the
Mornington Peninsula are down by 2.73 per cent. The Southern Grampians and Warrnambool are
down by 5.2 per cent. Horsham and the Northern Grampians are down by 5.8 per cent. That is an
example of the divisional highway patrol numbers from 2014—from the Andrews government’s
election—until September 2019. While we are seeing an increase in general police numbers, which
the government has been talking up, they do not correlate with those highway patrol numbers, which
you would expect would increase to the same level. I do make that point, and I think that is very, very
important. We are seeing, as I said, a reduction which we need to look at.
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It also comes on the back of a 25.82 per cent increase in the lives lost across the state and a 36.7 per
cent increase in regional fatalities. Again, we have seen in Melbourne 119 fatalities, compared to 104
in 2018. That is a 14.42 per cent change. And in regional Victoria we saw 141, compared to 109—a
36.7 per cent change. That totals 268, compared to 213—a 25.82 per cent difference. So this is again
one of the concerns. We are seeing a reduction in the road toll in New South Wales, which I will come
to in a minute, and we are seeing an increase in Victoria. That is why these amendments that I am
putting forward are important so we actually look and see what other states are doing and maybe learn
from the likes of New South Wales and see what we can be adopting to get things right and to do
things better.
We have also seen—and this is very, very important, because this goes right to the heart of the
amendments that I am proposing—under the government a 166.2 per cent increase in dangerous
driving offences. What does this mean? When the Andrews government came to power in December
2014 there were 424 dangerous driving offences. In September 2019 there were 1129, which is a
166.27 per cent increase. So we need to actually ask ourselves how important this kind of thing is and
how we will improve our game when it comes to getting things right.
I now come to the amendments. I have raised them, but I just want to spend my last minutes talking
to the amendments. The Liberal-Nationals are putting forward house amendments to the Road Safety
and Other Legislation Amendment Bill to further broaden the circumstances under which Victoria
Police may suspend a drivers licence or a learners permit as follows: one, organising or participating
in a street race. What we are suggesting is there be power to suspend a licence and the suspension
period be determined by the court as per the current Road Safety Act 1986. Two, deliberately causing
skidding or burnouts, again with the suspension period determined by the court. Three, a learner or
provisional driver speeding more than 30 kilometres an hour over the limit will receive a three-month
licence suspension, and a learner driver driving without appropriate supervision will receive a threemonth licence suspension. These changes will bring Victoria fully in line with New South Wales,
where for over a decade police have successfully used these additional powers to suspend hoon and
dangerous drivers’ licences. All of these would, arguably, fit under hoon and dangerous driving as
well as, as we can see from the numbers we have stated, help tackle the increase of 166 per cent in
dangerous driving.
New South Wales have had these powers for over a decade. The New South Wales road toll is trending
downwards, while we are seeing the opposite here. It should be a wake-up call to empower police to
crack down on dangerous drivers on our roads. At this time last year New South Wales had
39 fatalities, with 29 this year, which is a 25 per cent drop in their road toll. In comparison, in Victoria
we have had an extra 55 lives lost, totalling 268 lives.
I wanted to share with you some examples of how this is applied in New South Wales. In July 2017
in Bankstown an 18-year-old P-plate driver had his licence suspended and vehicle impounded when
police caught him with three to four people holding onto the side of the car directly in front of a crowd
of about 40 people. So this guy was street car racing, was an 18-year-old P-plater, and he immediately
had his licence suspended. In October 2009, 11 years ago—for over a decade they have had the
legislation to deal with this and the government to get it through—two drivers aged 23 and 25 had
their licences immediately suspended in Terrigal, New South Wales, following being caught by police
speed racing. A St Johns Park man, 21, had his mother’s car confiscated and his licence suspended
when he was caught by police doing a burnout on Cowpasture Road, Minchinbury, New South Wales.
In April 2018, over the Easter weekend, two drivers aged 56 and 33 had their licences suspended after
they were stopped in Ebsworth Street, Tamworth, and were charged with participating in a street race.
These are really important in that we have laws in Victoria particularly around speed racing and
hooning in a vehicle where you can have your vehicle impounded and where you can have your
vehicle crushed, but in circumstances where people still may have access to their licence until such
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time as it hits the courts. So we believe it is important to look at these laws and ensure that we follow
suit and crack down on these drivers.
The final things that I just want to mention are that we did discuss the exceptional circumstances that
are in this bill. There are exceptional circumstances in two current issues that are being proposed by
this legislation—around excessive speeding or using your vehicle as a weapon—in which the licence
may be suspended. The exceptional circumstances may be someone who presents circumstances to a
court where they may be a carer for someone else and require their car to transport the person they are
caring for to medical appointments. I am not sure about that. I question certainly the way ‘exceptional
circumstances’ may be used. I know there may be some instances, but I do say we have got to be very,
very careful. We have gone down a path where we have seen the situation where exceptional
circumstances have been applied allowing people who have assaulted emergency services workers to
avoid those mandatory minimum sentences, such as in the case of James Haberfield. I just would hate
to think that people are using a situation to get out of this suspension. When you are driving at over
145 kilometres an hour, you have got to have a pretty good reason for why there might be exceptional
circumstances—or when you are using your vehicle as a weapon to harm or to kill someone. I would
really want to be making sure that they were very, very exceptional in terms of using it.
If I could finish by particularly thanking Brigette Ciampoli, who is in the gallery today, who has been
interning in my office. She is a law student at Melbourne University. We threw her into this as a bit of
a project, and as I said this all came to us at very short notice—we only had a briefing last Thursday.
In getting across this level of detail and really doing the research to find out what New South Wales
has been doing, she really handled herself well, and I commend her for that support. It is a call-out to
young people to get involved and intern in members’ offices. It is a great way to actually learn a bit
about the process and how you can effect change.
With that, I hope that the government will support these amendments. I think they are very reasonable
amendments. As we have said on many occasions on both sides of the house, when it comes to road
safety, we need to at all times be looking at ways to do it better. We need to be looking at taking the
politics out of this stuff and working out how we can actually reduce the road toll, make our roads safe
and ensure that we do not see the situation that we continually see. Victoria, as I say, has absolutely
been held up on a mantelpiece as being a jurisdiction that has had success. The Transport Accident
Commission has been used in many jurisdictions around the world as an area that has done so well,
and on that let us hope that the government is able to support these amendments. They are really
important amendments, we think, where we can learn from other jurisdictions like New South Wales.
They have been proven; they are not something that we have just pulled out of the air. Let us do it
right. Let us get these amendments up. Let us do what is needed to ensure that our roads are safe and
that our drivers understand that if they do the wrong thing, they will be properly penalised and that
ultimately there is no place for hoon driving or dangerous driving in our state.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (18:12): I am pleased to make a contribution on the Road Safety and
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019. I appreciate the contribution from the member for Caulfield
on what is one of the many road safety matters that our Parliament addresses and deals with. The Road
Safety Committee was one of the longest standing committees in our Parliament, and it did very
effective work in a bipartisan sense. Very much when it comes to road safety the Parliament has a
history of legislators working in a bipartisan way to improve the safety and the obligations of road
users. As you would know, Acting Speaker, a licence is a privilege; it is not a right. It might be a rite
of passage for many of us as we reflect on the opportunity that we have had to get our licence, as many
other aspects of the law apply to us when we reach 18 years of age. We have the opportunity then to
have a say on what those laws are at the ballot box with the right to vote. But it also comes with a lot
of responsibilities. A lot happens at that time in your life. There is no doubt, though, that on reflection
and with perspective we all get a better understanding of those obligations as we get older. I think if
we all reflect back on our driving habits, perhaps, we can all think of how we could have done better,
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but you cannot put a wise head on young shoulders and you cannot build in that experience the first
time that you are able to head out there on the roads on your own.
What is really important in relation to this road safety bill is that it sadly has to also respond to and
reflect some changes in society in the way in which our roads are being used and our vehicles, which
is, sadly, as weapons in some ways—to cause people harm. We should start, really, by reflecting on
the fact that in Victoria we had something like 263 Victorians losing their lives on our roads last year
and hundreds more families shattered—not just the road toll per se, but the numbers of people who
have been affected by road trauma, their lives changed irrevocably through a lifetime of disability, of
pain, of mental anguish and of great challenges for them and their families. It is not just those who
lose their lives; it is not just those families who are left grieving. It is those who then need to live with
the trauma of accidents or the trauma that has happened to them behind the wheel or in a vehicle. That
is something that most people in this place have been touched by in one way or another. It touches
everybody. It is something for which we all have a great empathy, sadly, road trauma.
Fatal crashes were up across every road user group, including drivers, passengers and vulnerable road
users such as pedestrians and motorcyclists. I do not mind saying, just in this place, of course, that
there is nothing that I like better when I have the opportunity to either ride to this place or ride home
from this place than getting to either Abbotsford Convent or the steps at Gipps Street, because that
means I am off the road as a cyclist and on dedicated paths and tracks, rather than having to share the
road with vehicles. Ultimately, whether it is by accident, design or people’s poor behaviour, there is
no second chance when you are on a bike or when you are a pedestrian and you come up against a
vehicle. That is your life changed forever. Unfortunately just that short trip between Gipps Street or
the convent and here is a very different ride to when you have dedicated opportunities on our trails
and bicycle tracks. Again, not everyone has that choice; not everyone chooses to operate in that way.
Speed of course was a factor in 22 per cent of crashes, and one in five crashes involved fatigue and
distractions like mobile phones, having those sorts of deadly consequences. Every 2 hours someone
in Victoria is killed or suffers serious injury, life-changing injuries, from road crashes. Six thousand
Victorians are affected every year.
This bill of course does give effect to the government’s commitment as outlined in the Community
Safety Statement for 2019–20 to address the threats to community safety posed by dangerous drivers.
These changes support the rights of victims and the families of victims who have died or suffered
serious harm to their physical or mental health as a result of dangerous drivers. They also align with
community expectations as outlined, I thought, by the member for Caulfield when he talked about
those proposed reforms and motorists caught travelling in excess of something like 45 kilometres per
hour or more over the speed limit or at 145 kilometres per hour or more in a 110-kilometre zone—
their licences stripped as soon as they are caught.
Well, most of us—no catch-alls—have made mistakes. Most of us have occasionally lost our
concentration and perhaps been caught over the speed limit. But if you are travelling something like
50 kilometres over the speed limit, you just should not be on the road. That is just deliberate flouting
of the law. That is just a total disrespect for other road users, for the community and for your
obligations, let alone anyone else in the vehicle with you. People have a very strong expectation of
how people who behave in that way should be treated. There is no tolerance there, and I think these
changes to the law are about trying to reflect the community’s attitudes and the community’s
expectations and sending a very clear message that we are not tolerating that sort of behaviour. If you
are driving like that, you should just not be on the road—no way.
I want to also give my thanks to some of those who have been great advocates—to Chloe Dickman,
who was the victim of a horrific motor vehicle assault in July 2015 and has campaigned for the rights
of victims ever since. I think for anyone who has suffered significant trauma in their life—and we have
seen this in so many examples in our community—to then find a way to channel that personal trauma
into some good for the community and good for others is a selflessness. Really, we are so thankful to
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people like that who are prepared to find a way to bring some good for everybody and some
improvement for everybody through the personal traumas that they have suffered. I just do not think
you can speak highly enough of those contributions—that selflessness and empathy and understanding
of what you do not want to befall others and trying to find a way to deliver something that is good out
of something that is so horrific and so terrible. So I certainly commend those values to think of others
and to advocate, and I hope that part of the decisions that our legislation brings forward and that the
legislation considers here gives them comfort that there has been some good to come of such tragedies.
To Jeynelle Dean-Hayes, in tribute to the memory of her son, Tyler Dean, killed when struck by a
vehicle in October 2017—again, for people to work so hard in the memory of someone but broadly
also in the benefit of so many other fellow Victorians is commendable, and we are so thankful for that.
Can I say also that in my role as Parliament Secretary for Health I have the opportunity to work with
other ministers across the government around road trauma and the work that we need to do in road
safety. It is not just a policing issue; it is also a health issue. Our health practitioners, our ambos, our
nurses, our doctors, our therapists—so many people are touched by and commit their working lives to
supporting victims of road trauma and their families. The work that we do in our health department and
the work that we do in our health policy is also about working with the living—working with those who
have certainly been the victims of significant road trauma. Everything we can do to reduce that provides
greater opportunities for our health practitioners and workers to have perhaps not less work to do but
different work to do in health prevention, rather than dealing with the aftermath of road trauma.
I think that part of the work we are doing around mobile phone detection cameras—we have seen
some of that work in New South Wales and we are trialling some of that here—is that we all know
that we can keep jacking up the fines, but ultimately around mobile phones and distraction people feel
and have the view that they are not going to get caught. That is the bigger problem here. It is not the
fine; it is that people do not have confidence that they will get caught, so people push the boundaries.
Some of the work around the trials on mobile phone detection usage cameras and all these other aspects
is about finding other ways to deal with road trauma before it happens. It is a bit the same with cars
and roads—they have gotten safer with engineering and other work that has been done, and people
become greater risk takers and think that they suddenly become invincible. We know that is not the
case and there are always repercussions. I think there is a lot in this legislation that reflects, sadly, the
work in our community that we need to deal with, and there is much more that we can do. This is a
very good addition to making people safe on our roads.
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (18:22): I rise to speak on the Road Safety and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill 2019, a bill that aims to amend the Road Safety Act 1986 and the
Sentencing Act 1991 to allow for immediate suspension of driving licences for dangerous drivers
charged with excessive speeding offences and other serious offences, including where a vehicle has
been used as a weapon to cause injury or death.
I support the amendments moved by the member for Caulfield to broaden the circumstances where
police may immediately suspend a drivers licence or a learners permit. I hope the government takes
on board the amendments. I think it is an opportunity for us to strengthen the road safety laws and be
in line with New South Wales to make sure we do not have anomalies between the states, which we
spent some time last year fixing. So this is an opportunity. As my colleague said, it is good to have
these opportunities to look at the different states and make sure that we do align, so I hope this
opportunity is taken by the government.
Having a licence is actually a privilege, not a right, so we need to send a strong message that if you do
something wrong there will be tough consequences. The bill as it stands, as I say, could go further. We
need to get serious about road safety. Road safety is paramount. Today the road toll is 25 deaths for
2020, one more than the same time last year, which we know was a shocking year with 266 deaths—
up 24.9 per cent on the previous record low year. The sad part too is that this is a disproportionate
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number of deaths in the regional areas. Last year 147 people died on rural roads compared with 119
on Melbourne roads. When you look at the population of the city versus the regions, it is very
disproportionate. I think we have got to actually stop for a minute and think that this is someone’s son,
someone’s daughter, someone’s child, someone’s brother, someone’s family member. That really
makes us remember that this is a human being—a family person, a child that never makes it home, a
mother that does not get home to her children or a dad who does not get home to his kids. We know
that distraction, speed, drugs, alcohol and not wearing seatbelts are major factors, but we can do more.
We have got a policy sitting on the table. It was the first policy after the election that we introduced,
and the government has the opportunity to take up the policy that we the opposition have put together
that strengthens drug laws. We have got magistrates calling for it again. They called for it three times
last year on three separate occasions, and already again this year the magistrates in south-west Victoria
are calling for strengthening of the drug laws. It is pretty hard to ignore those at the coalface like the
magistrates who are asking for this, and we have got it on the table. I do not understand why the
government is just too arrogant perhaps to take up this opportunity.
What surprises me as the Shadow Minister for Rural Roads is that whilst those conditions like
distraction, speed and alcohol are absolutely real, what does get left out of the conversation is the state
of our rural roads, and this has to be a factor in some of the deaths. Our roads are poor, and if I showed
you some of the photos that my constituents send me from right across—
Ms Kealy interjected.
Ms BRITNELL: Well, the member for Lowan has just used a very profound word to describe the
state of our roads, but I will just stick with ‘poor’ and leave that to your imagination. She is right. Well,
we will go with ‘stuffed’; it started with ‘s’, so something similar to that. They are absolutely terrible.
You would only have to come for a drive. I hope, as you go out to the fire-ravaged areas, you will
actually take your eskies, you will visit the country areas and you will take notice of the roads, because
it is pretty hard to ignore the state of them. South-west Victoria has the worst roads, but the further
you go to the border in any part of regional Victoria the more you will see examples of how bad the
roads are.
Five years of neglect and we are seeing potholes that are the size of craters. We are seeing roads that
are for kilometres just in total disrepair. What we are seeing, as the government’s way of addressing
this, is they are putting up ‘Slow down’ signs. Well, that is not healthy for the state of Victoria. It is
not healthy for our families who want to feel safe on our roads. It is not healthy for our state if we want
to have any sort of productivity.
I do not understand why the condition of the roads is not discussed more. What I do not like is seeing
the community being fooled and seeing announcements being made of repackaged money when the
reality is that no-one is fooled out in the regions. They drive on these roads, and they are absolutely
frustrated, particularly when they see works being done that fall apart within weeks—a totally wasteful
use of money. Last year I had 8000 people sign a petition calling on the government to do more to fix
our rural and regional roads. Now, that is a very telling number. There have not been too many other
petitions in this Parliament or in previous parliaments that meet that amount of people, and if that
petition was still going, there would be more and more because people were literally lining up to sign.
I do not disagree with the premise of the bill, and I believe we need to do more to expand the
opportunity to crack down on unsafe behaviours. Again, that is where I think the strengthening of our
drug laws would really signal a government that is serious about the challenge with the road deaths
that we are seeing. We have already got 15 deaths on our rural roads this year compared with the
10 deaths on Victorian roads that are in Melbourne. We must do more.
When we see the current government ripping $2.9 billion out of the Transport Accident Commission
budget to make their books look better and we see 400 000 alcohol breathalyser tests per annum cut
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from the tools and resources available to manage the challenges we see on our roads where people are
doing the wrong thing—drinking and driving—then I do not really feel confident that we have a
government that is serious about addressing the road toll. There are families I talk to who have lost
loved ones. I know that truck drivers I talk to will not use certain roads that are designated B-double
routes because they are so bad. I talk to mothers whose children are going on school buses that are
going on roads where the shoulders fall away, sometimes 10 inches, so significant is the drop-off
because the maintenance is just not standing up at all. So when I talk to those people, it is very, very
concerning. I simply urge the government, as every truck driver says to me, to get into a vehicle and
drive out onto the roads, particularly in the regions.
Yesterday I met with Regional Roads Victoria to get a briefing on the state of the road damage from
our fires in the north and the east, but I also took the opportunity to talk about some of the roads that I
have constituents writing to me, ringing me or coming to see me to talk about. I urged them to go and
have a look at just how bad they are, and I showed them some photos, because every single time I put
the evidence under the nose of somebody who has not been out and actually driven on these roads
they are absolutely shocked.
I will wind up by saying that we do need to take politics out of this discussion. Roads are basic
infrastructure that the community have a right to. I think the government needs to think about the
regions in a different light—of how we do punch above our weight by the way we add so much to the
productivity of the state with the product that we produce and send through the port of Melbourne. So,
please, all I am asking is for the government and us as a Parliament to take a bipartisan approach and
look at these road safety amendments that my colleague the member for Caulfield has proposed. I am
asking the government to support those amendments. I also take the opportunity to beg once again—
as I do every time I stand up in this place—for the government to take seriously regional Victoria. It
is a really important part of the state.
When you govern, you govern for the whole of the state, from border to border. Many of my
constituents say that the Premier is way too focused on the city of Melbourne and at the expense of
the country. Well, I once again will finish up by saying: please take some notice of what I am saying
here about the importance of our roads, and also I hope you will support the amendments which will
strengthen road safety laws and assist in lowering the road toll, which we are all very serious about.
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) (18:32): I am pleased to rise to speak on the Road Safety and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill 2019. Can I begin by congratulating and thanking the ministers
responsible for this important work on this bill, because every 2 hours in Victoria someone is killed or
suffers serious life-threatening injuries from a road crash. Serious harm from motor vehicle incidents
directly affects some 6000 Victorians each year, and the impact of course on family and loved ones is
extremely traumatic.
Many of us in this chamber would have experienced the loss or the severe injury of a loved one, a
member of our family, a friend or someone we know who has been involved in a road accident. This
is something people must live with and, unfortunately, learn to cope with, whether it is children,
partners, mothers, fathers or friends. The trauma associated with road accidents is something that many
of us have experienced and I hope many of us do not ever have to experience.
I announced a permanent Victorian road safety memorial at Limeburners Point in Geelong last week,
and Geelong was identified as a place to put that state memorial to enable family members to have
somewhere to go as a memorial to a loved one that has been lost in road trauma. That was initiated by
the Transport Accident Commission, who do an amazing job. Of course the head office is located in
Geelong, and they are very dedicated to not only the Geelong community but Victoria very broadly.
They did this in partnership with the City of Greater Geelong, supported by Road Trauma Support
Services Victoria. This public artwork will provide everyone with a place to reflect on the impacts of
road trauma and to remember people who have lost their lives on Victorian roads. This public artwork
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is also a reminder to all of us about our behaviour on the road and the trauma that comes from road
accidents.
We do need to meet community expectations in relation to sentencing when it comes to serious motor
vehicle offences. I have many constituents in my electorate who have been impacted by road trauma,
whether it has been through the death of a loved one or a serious injury, and they often talk about what
they want to see changed. One of those things is more consideration in sentencing, particularly when
it has obviously been a deliberate attempt to harm somebody with a vehicle.
When it comes to the condition of roads, this is far more serious than the condition of roads. We know
that people are dying on our roads through being affected by drugs and alcohol, through playing with
mobile phones when they are driving and through distraction. Those are the sorts of issues that this bill
addresses, because that is what is causing the road trauma. That is what is causing deaths on our roads.
Because we are dealing with human beings, it is not easy to address some of those things, and we know
that our road statistics have grown over the past 12 months, which is really concerning. When people
are getting into their vehicles they are getting into a weapon, and they are getting into those vehicles
and driving under the influence of drugs and alcohol and doing stupid things like using mobile phones.
Last year 263 Victorians lost their lives on Victorian roads, and hundreds of lives have been shattered
because of those deaths. Children will grow up without their parents through no fault of their own.
The fatal crashes were up across every road user group, including drivers and passengers and
vulnerable road users such as pedestrians and motorcyclists. Speeding, drink and drug driving,
distraction, fatigue and not wearing seatbelts were all common factors contributing to the increased
road toll. Speed was a factor in 22 per cent of crashes. Around one in five crashes involved fatigue,
and distractions like mobile phones are having deadly consequences—and we see that of course
through the deaths and serious injury that people are experiencing on our roads.
So to the bill: currently section 51 of part 5 of the Road Safety Act 1986 enables an immediate licence
suspension to be issued suspending a person’s drivers licence or learners permit where a person has
been charged or issued with an infringement for a drink- or drug-driving offence. The bill expands those
powers so that they also apply in relation to speeding offences of 45 kilometres per hour or more over
the speed limit; speeding offences where the person is travelling at 145 kilometres per hour or more in
a 110-kilometre-per-hour zone; or murder, attempted murder, gross violence offences and causing
serious injury offences—sections 16, 17 and 18 of the Crimes Act 1958—where committed in
circumstances where a person has used a motor vehicle and where the offence results in death or injury.
The immediate licence suspension for exceeding the speed limit by 45 kilometres per hour or more
and the violent offences involving the use of a motor vehicle will be for a period of 12 months or until
the mandatory licence suspension takes effect, whichever is the lesser. The proposed immediate
licence suspension period for travelling at 145 kilometres per hour in a 110 kilometre-per-hour zone
but less than 155 kilometres per hour will be six months or until the mandatory licence suspension
takes effect, whichever is the lesser period. I know in my community of Geelong there is that
expectation that people will lose their licence immediately and will not be able to drive on the road
while they are waiting for their court hearing.
A person issued with a notice of immediate licence suspension will have the right to appeal to the court
to cancel the suspension. The bill also expands the definition of ‘serious motor vehicle offence’ in
section 87P of the Sentencing Act 1991 to ensure that dangerous conduct committed with a motor
vehicle is subject to mandatory licence sanctions. Specifically, the definition will now include the
offences of murder or attempted murder arising out of the driving of a motor vehicle as well as several
other violent offences—including gross violence and causing serious injury offences, kidnapping and
carjacking—where the offender was under the influence of alcohol or alcohol and a drug at the time
of the offence. Where a court determines that a person committed a serious motor vehicle offence it
must apply a mandatory licence sanction, including a mandatory alcohol interlock condition upon
relicensing and requirement to complete a behaviour change program.
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The Road Safety and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019 contributes to the already significant
reforms and investments the Andrews Labor government has made and is continuing to make to tackle
the unnecessary loss of life on our roads. These changes support the rights of victims and families of
victims who have died or suffered serious harm to their physical and mental health as a result of
dangerous drivers. As I said, that is the expectation of our community now. Because there are so many
incidents happening and deliberate attacks with vehicles, we need to be doing something like this bill,
and it is very important to people, particularly those families who have suffered. The reforms also
align with the community expectations that licence suspension should be an outcome of being charged
with serious driving offences, because there is a clear risk to public safety. The bill broadens the
existing powers that allow police to immediately suspend licences of people charged with excessive
speeding offences or other serious offences, including where a motor vehicle has been used as a
weapon to cause death or injury.
Currently immediate licence suspension is applied to drivers caught with drugs or excessive alcohol
in their system. Under the proposed reforms motorists caught travelling at 45 kilometres per hour or
more over the speed limit or 145 kilometres per hour or more will have their licence stripped as soon
as they are caught. The same will apply to anyone charged with murder, attempted murder, gross
violence offences and causing serious injury offences if they use a motor vehicle to commission the
offence and it results in death or injury. I think for my community that is a really positive change,
particularly after having spoken to constituents who have had loved ones killed in motor car incidents,
and particularly where the driver has been under the influence of alcohol and drugs or has deliberately
attacked someone. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (18:42): I am pleased to rise to speak on the Road Safety and
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019. I am sure it is a piece of legislation that no-one in the house
would quibble about when we are attempting to improve road safety. There have been obviously great
strides made in this state, a global leader in improving road safety over the years. Some of those issues
were canvassed yesterday in the debate over the legacy of John Cain, who of course was instrumental
in the establishment of the Transport Accident Commission, and the campaigns that we have seen
through it as well.
I think we have done amazing things, getting the road toll down from 1000 in the early 1970s to the
vicinity of 200 or 300 these days, bearing in mind of course a much greater population. That is
commendable, but as the ads from a year or two ago indicated, how many road fatalities are
acceptable? No-one is ever going to give a number that is acceptable.
Notwithstanding that, as the member for Geelong said, we will always have people doing stupid things.
That is something that with our current technology we cannot necessarily address, although the
potential introduction of automated vehicles—driverless vehicles—according to the experts will
significantly reduce injuries, fatalities and accidents. That is a little way off.
This legislation, though, is a further attempt to increase the penalties with respect to people doing the
wrong thing and to ensure that those who have used their vehicle in an irresponsible or outright
dangerous manner are indeed penalised by having their licences taken off them. I think that is laudable,
but as the member for Caulfield has indicated, we actually think on this side that we could go further
with this legislation. As such, he has proposed amendments to that effect.
With respect to excessive speeding, the bill would lead to an immediate licence suspension for anyone
travelling 45 kilometres above the speed limit or at more than 145 kilometres in a 110 zone, with
12- and six-month suspensions for that, and also an immediate licence suspension for instances where
a motor vehicle is used in offences resulting in injury or death where the driver has been charged with
serious offences, including murder, attempted murder or causing serious injury either intentionally or
recklessly. There are a number of safeguards in how that would operate, but I think they are certainly
good moves.
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As previous speakers on this side have indicated, we do think you can go further. I always think as
best as possible we should be harmonising with other states. In this case we could go further and match
what is available in New South Wales, where the immediate suspension of a licence also applies in
circumstances of effectively hoon driving. I am not sure if you can put the word ‘hoon’ into legislation,
but I am sure the legal boffins have alternatives. Certainly in New South Wales the immediate
suspension is applied to street racing offences, aggravated burnout offences—I did not know there was
such a thing, but there are definitions around that—and also where learner drivers exceed more than
30 kilometres over the speed limit or drive without supervision. I think those are things that we should
be looking at, and I certainly support the amendments put forward by the member for Caulfield.
There are other anomalies in the law when it comes to tackling poor driver behaviour and also road
safety. I do not have the detail now, and it is not directly relevant to this legislation, but I am of the
understanding that we still have a variance between penalties for blood alcohol levels and drug driving
and that it is not as punitive for drug driving as it is for drink-driving. That is, I think, absurd. Indeed
in a situation where only last week we had a headline that drug driving had overtaken drink-driving as
an offence in the statistics, that is something that also needs to be addressed. That is, as I said, slightly
different to this issue, but that is something that I think we can do more on.
The other issue that my electorate raises with me constantly when it comes to road safety is the
condition of the roads themselves. I think a lot of money has gone in over the last couple of decades
to road furniture, I might call it—wire rope barriers, Armco barriers and various other treatments that
are designed to improve road safety and to reduce the road toll—but actually fixing the road has a
huge impact as well.
There are a couple of projects in my electorate that I just want to raise that would go some way. We
know that obviously dual-lane divided highways are going to be much safer. We have had a project in
my electorate, the duplication of the Princes Highway between Traralgon and Sale, that has been going
on for over 10 years now. We have got the final two stages to go. It is about a 50-kilometre project. I
think we have got what might be about 14 kilometres left to go, off the top my head. There are two
more stages, and the federal government has had money on the table for the last two budgets but the
Andrews Labor government has not put up its share. Thirty-two million dollars we are looking for,
just to finish that project. The state government is putting more than that into blowouts in other
projects, and indeed one in my own electorate which I was also going to mention is another important
project. On the South Gippsland Highway, the realignment of the black spur bends between
Koonwarra and Meeniyan was a $50 million project as recently as the last state budget, the 2019–20
state budget. It was still in the budget papers as $50 million—funded jointly, 50-50—by the state and
federal governments. Indeed it was great work by my federal colleague Darren Chester when he was
the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport, because he put the money into that even though it is not
a federal responsibility. But what was $50 million six or seven months ago when it went to market has
now come back as a $115 million project, so there has been this massive blowout in the price of that,
which alone could have funded the state’s contribution to the Princes Highway duplication.
Not surprisingly, after five years now of dithering and not delivering on the Princes Highway
duplication, we have the minister stand here in Parliament and tell us the federal government’s
contribution to the Princes Highway duplication is not enough. Well, it was when the state first went
to the federal government about it, and of course we now have seen another blowout, so those figures
that I am using now are presumably going to be much higher. It would be useful if the minister actually
told us how much the federal government contribution needs to be and equally then what the state
contribution needs to be. That project is funded 80 per cent by the commonwealth, as being part of the
national network, and 20 per cent by the state. It is just such poor mismanagement of our road system
that that project is also going to blow out because it has been sitting on the backburner for so long
when, as the member for South-West Coast indicated, there are just literally billions and billions of
dollars being committed to city projects, yet we cannot get a small project like this finished for a
relatively small amount of money.
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Finally, just continuing on road safety in my area—and the member for Gippsland East has raised this
a number of times—the attempted safety works between Sale and Bairnsdale on the Princes Highway
have just been a debacle. VicRoads has installed roadside barriers and centre road barriers in a number
of sections from Sale to Stratford and from Stratford to Bairnsdale, but they have messed it up time
and time again. They had zero consultation with the local community before they started, and the local
community has been outraged about it. In widening the road to accommodate the new barriers they
did not build it to the right specifications, so what was the shoulder, which was only ever designed to
take cars pulling off the road, has now become one of the lanes, and as a result it is already breaking
up only a few months after having being completed.
While the legislation before us today does put forward some good ideas to improve road safety, I think
the amendments put forward by the member for Caulfield would take that even further and should be
supported. Indeed the government should be doing more on fixing the roads themselves. That would
actually deliver a huge benefit for us in terms of road safety as well.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (18:52): I take great pleasure in joining the debate on the Road Safety
and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019. I want to begin by just making reference to earlier
matters today when we spoke of the sad passing of a number of our firefighters, in particular Mat
Kavanagh, who lost his life in the process of his duties, but it was actually on the road where he was
hit by another vehicle on the Goulburn Valley Highway. I think that is something that brings together
the two matters that we are talking about—the horrific firefight, but sometimes road trauma is a
component of that.
One of my local Labor Party branch members was actually the first person on the scene at this incident.
At our last meeting he and his wife were both phoned by the police to make statements about that. It
is really something that you cannot unsee, a terrible road fatality. I did make reference earlier to our
fire chiefs and also our firefighters who are working day in, day out. I particularly want to acknowledge
the member for Benambra, who has been out on strike teams driving fire trucks. I just spoke to him in
the dining room and said that I hope he is looking after himself, because not being fatigued on the
fireground and when driving those big heavy vehicles is a very big part of keeping yourself safe. I
wish him and his electorate all the best.
Our government has a really good record on roads and road safety, but we do not rest on our laurels.
The bill before the house contributes to already significant reforms and investments that the Andrews
Labor government has made over the last five years and gives effect to the commitment outlined in
our Community Safety Statement 2019–20 to address threats to community safety posed by dangerous
drivers.
We saw the most horrific event in Sydney just last week, with five children struck, four from one
family. It was a horrific event. It is something that unifies everyone across the community. Even the
criminal classes certainly revile a dangerous driver, especially those who choose to drive under the
influence of drugs or alcohol. Then of course there is that huge increase in distracted drivers. Sadly,
we have seen a number of cyclists in particular who have lost their lives due to distracted drivers using
their mobile phones. The number of people that will admit in surveys that they use their phones is just
way too high, in some age groups as high as 40 per cent, and it is just the wrong thing to do. Just do
not do it.
In my community I have got some great people who have been involved in the north-eastern road
safety council and have been making some great efforts in trying to increase awareness of speeding,
especially speeding around schools. It is very concerning that our first responders and members of the
public have had to deal with the increased road toll. Last year’s road toll was the worst in three years,
following a record low toll of 213 in 2018. The community wants to see us do more. Last year
263 Victorians lost their lives on Victorian roads and hundreds more were injured. I have dealt with
numerous constituents who are the victims of road trauma. As a disability guide up in the High Country
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on the ski slopes, many of the participants that I volunteer with have found that their mobility issues
or the reason why they are living life in a wheelchair is due to a motor vehicle incident.
We are growing our road policing resources, and we are deploying 3135 additional police right across
Victoria. We have never had a time when the police academy has been constantly this full. Many of
these police are part of our highway patrol. The other part of course is investing in new roads and
upgrading roads. The member for Gippsland South made some remarks about roads in his electorate,
but as someone who travels on country roads all the time in my role as Parliamentary Secretary for
Regional Victoria, I can see that there is a huge increase in investment, and the establishment of
Regional Roads Victoria is a huge improvement. In their assessments VicRoads have gone out and
spoken to communities in every region. I would really like to commend the work of the past CEO,
John Merritt, for just getting out there and making our road authorities more accessible than they ever
have been before and ensuring that there is a proper measurement of the condition of our roads, which
really helps in planned maintenance and also in planned capital upgrades.
In my community we have completed the Yan Yean Road stage 1 upgrade. The Yan Yean Road
stage 2 upgrade has certainly been funded but is going through an environmental effects statement
process due to the identification of a number of endangered species— (Time expired)
Business interrupted under sessional orders.
Adjournment
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

KANGAROO GROUND PRIMARY SCHOOL
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (19:00): (1817) I have a matter tonight for the Minister for Education, and
the action I seek from the minister is to make significant investment into the Kangaroo Ground Primary
School to rebuild their main building and their car park. I think it was in 2007 that this school was due
to be replaced. The Labor government at the time said that they would be replacing that school, and
we are waiting for it still to happen.
Prior to the last election the coalition actually announced that we would invest significantly, to the
tune of $4 million, into this school to replace the existing main building, which currently houses the
administrative area, principal’s office, the old staffroom and three classrooms, with a larger space and
brand-new facilities. As I said, this is quite overdue. I have been a visitor at that school quite a number
of times. I have met Laurie Murray, the students and the teachers, and I have talked to them about their
needs.
The car park also needs some attention. The car park is quite large, and it has potholes that have
become so big that it is difficult for cars and buses to navigate. The car park is used extensively, not
just by the school but by the kindergarten next door and the tennis courts as well. In addition to that it
is a drop-off and pickup point for students going to secondary school in the mornings and afternoons,
and there are some 30 to 40 kids every morning that get on buses there. Those buses are government
buses and they are private buses, and they go all over and take kids to different schools in the area—
secondary schools—and so this needs quite a bit of work. It becomes very difficult, with the large
potholes, for the cars and buses to navigate. Really, there is some work to be done here. The school
has got the buildings they need to maintain, and they also have got this car park. Some serious
investment needs to happen. The action I seek is for the minister to make that come true and by the
next budget to actually make that investment.
GRANGE RESERVE, HOPPERS CROSSING
Ms CONNOLLY (Tarneit) (19:02): (1818) My adjournment is for the Minister for Tourism, Sport
and Major Events. Following the release of last year’s state budget, I was absolutely over the moon to
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learn that funding had been allocated to upgrade Grange Reserve in Hoppers Crossing. Now, with an
allocation of $300 000, new lights can finally be installed, allowing for the Hoppers Crossing Soccer
Club—an excellent soccer club, I have to add—to play and practise into the night. The action I seek
is that the minister provide an update on the delivery of this exciting new upgrade. I, along with many
others in my electorate, would love to have a time line for the completion of these works.
GRAMPIANS ROCK CLIMBING
Ms KEALY (Lowan) (19:03): (1819) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change, and the action I seek is for the minister to overturn her decision to
close more than 500 square kilometres of the Grampians National Park to rock climbing, due to her
decision being based on misleading information submitted by Parks Victoria. I refer to an article which
covers this issue quite extensively and which was written by John Ferguson. It was published in the
Australian of 31 January 2020 and titled ‘Grampians rock-climb damage proves a bit of a stretch’.
Within that article Mr Ferguson outlines that there have been a number of incidents where Parks
Victoria employees have provided inaccurate and misleading information to the minister. It is
understood that the minister took this information on board and it informed her in making the decision
to close vast areas of the Grampians National Park to rock climbing.
These areas of park that were closed, which is over 500 square kilometres, were the most valued areas
for rock climbing. This is something that is so important for our region. We attract people from all
over the world to enjoy our fantastic rockclimbing surfaces. There are walls which are fantastic for
beginners, for people who have a disability, for children and for anybody who wants to enjoy this
fantastic sport.
The evidence of damage that was provided to the minister has been misleading on two accounts.
Outlined in Mr Ferguson’s article was that the Parks Victoria chief conservation scientist, Dr Mark
Norman, wrongly claimed damage at eight key sites, which are now covered by the special protection
areas within the Grampians National Park. He actually claimed that 7.425 hectares of the park had
been damaged directly by rock climbers; however, it was later found that only 0.07 hectares were
caused by multiple different landholders. So not only is the decimal point out, but we have also got
not just rock climbers, but other users of the national park who have contributed to the damage.
Further, the CEO of Parks Victoria, Matthew Jackson, submitted eight pictures to the minister, where
only one photo indicates definitive evidence of climbing activity, and that was from the overuse of
chalk. Now, there is no doubt that we do need to make sure that climbers manage their use of chalk in
the park, but to say that this is a reason to close over 500 square kilometres is really grossly misleading.
I ask the minister, therefore, to review her decision and to overturn her decision to close this extensive
area of the Grampians National Park to rock climbing.
DIGGERS REST-COIMADAI ROAD, TOOLERN VALE
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (19:06): (1820) The matter I wish to raise tonight is for the attention of
the Minister for Roads in the other place, and the action I seek is for the minister to do what she can
to make the Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road in Toolern Vale safer for all road users, but especially for
pedestrians. I would like her to consider how she can make that road safer.
The community of Toolern Vale is a close-knit community in the south of my electorate. The township
is separated by the Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road, and on one side of the road is the general store, the
school and homes, and on the other side is a playground and recreation reserve. The road is also one
of the main entry points to Toolern Vale, and residents of surrounding towns like Gisborne and Melton
use this road to get to essential services. I know that my friend the member for Melton has also received
lots of feedback from his community about how hazardous this road can be.
The current speed limit is 80 kilometres. It is a very busy and winding road, and this makes crossing the
road dangerous, especially for children. So the residents of Toolern Vale with the support of the member
for Melton and me have rallied together to petition for a speed reduction on the road. With 20 per cent
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of Toolern Vale’s population already having signed the petition, I know that this community is very
eager to see this road made safe for all road users. I look forward to the minister’s response.
PORTLAND DISTRICT HEALTH
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (19:07): (1821) My adjournment matter is for the Minister
for Health in the other place, and the action I seek is for her to review the classification of the urgent
care centre at Portland District Health. This is a situation that is disadvantaging people who live in the
far south-west of the state and needs to be looked at as an effort to ensure country people are not
compromised by bureaucratic decisions. Portland District Health’s accident and emergency service is
classified as an urgent care centre rather than an emergency department. This change was made some
time ago, but there have been unintended consequences of that decision that need to be rectified. My
office has been contacted by a number of constituents who have presented at the urgent care centre in
Portland, but because their condition required care that was beyond the clinical capabilities of the
centre they had to be transferred to other facilities. Those people were then transferred to another
hospital via road or air ambulance and later received large bills for their ambulance transport costs,
some up to $8000 if being transferred by air. This is because under the current model they could not
be admitted to Portland District Health via urgent care, so their transport was not considered an
interhospital transfer and the ambulance bill, if they do not have a membership or private health cover,
is up to them to pay. This is no fault of the hospital staff, hardworking CEO Christine Giles or the
board, who have already done some incredible work to lift the services offered at the hospital, and
there is more in the pipeline; it is simply because they are being hampered by the classification of their
service and what they can offer their patients.
These patients are doing the right thing presenting to their nearest hospital. In one case the person was
having a stroke. Now, in that situation you want to get to the nearest hospital as quickly as you can—
you are not going to say, ‘Well, Portland isn’t an emergency department; I’ll drive an extra hour to
Hamilton or Warrnambool’, which are both classified as emergency departments. More than
8000 patients are cared for annually at the urgent care centre, a number comparable to the
Warrnambool Base Hospital and more than Western District Health in Hamilton, which are both
emergency departments. Portland District Health services a population base of 19 700 within the
Glenelg shire region and approximately 12 000 living in and immediately around Portland. This
includes communities that are up to an hour’s drive from Portland and could be considered remote. It
seems unreasonable that a hospital with such high levels of patient numbers and servicing a wide
region that could be considered remote has no emergency department. So I ask the minister to review
this classification to ensure people in Portland who need emergency care are not being disadvantaged
by a decision made long in the past.
CARRUM LEVEL CROSSING REMOVALS
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (19:10): (1822) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure, and the action I seek is for the minister to come to Carrum and visit the new
Carrum railway station, which will open for the first train on Monday, 17 February. I am incredibly
grateful to my local community, and I would like to thank them for their tremendous patience
throughout the works. I know it has not been easy, but they have remained positive and optimistic and
have shown such respect and courtesy to all of the workers, traffic controllers, bus drivers and Metro
staff, who have been working so hard to minimise the disruption whilst creating a truly remarkable
community space for all of us to enjoy. But of course it is hard to believe that major work on the new
rail bridge and our new Carrum station kicked off just seven months ago.
It was only in July last year that the old Carrum station closed. To that end I would like to acknowledge
the workers on this project—the hundreds of workers who have shown such professionalism and such
commitment to this project. They have now removed not one level crossing but three, and very soon
they will complete our new elevated Carrum station, which will quite easily have the best views on
the Frankston line and even on the whole metro network. Very soon they will complete the new
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McLeod Road intersection. This is so significant because once this intersection opens on Monday,
10 February, my local community will have direct access to Carrum beach for the first time ever.
The opening of Carrum station marks the next stage of the unprecedented investment that is
completely transforming and revitalising Carrum. The community is incredibly and understandably
excited about the level of investment by the Andrews Labor government. Every day there are more
and more changes as this transformation of Carrum unfolds before our very eyes. I very much look
forward to welcoming the minister to Carrum.
DUCK HUNTING SEASON
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton) (19:12): (1823) My adjournment matter this evening is to the Minister
for Agriculture, and the action I seek is for the minister to confirm the arrangements for this year’s
duck hunting season. Many in my community mark January in their diaries as it is the month that the
state government confirms details of the forthcoming duck hunting season. Last year the government
approved a nine-week season and allowed hunters to bag up to five game birds each day. The Victorian
game licence holders survey for 2019 concluded that each licence holder hunted on average 3.3 days
over the season and killed a total of 9.6 ducks. With an adult population in this state of 5.175 million,
there are 25 000 licence holders. Last season 55 per cent—or 13 500 licence holders—hunted during
the season. Those 13 500 licence holders are estimated to have killed 238 666 ducks in the nine-week
season, including 45 676 ducks over the opening weekend—again, a total of 238 666 ducks.
Over summer the devastating bushfires have had a profound impact on our state, its land and the
psyche of our community. That impact was most profoundly felt after the tragic loss of five Victorian
lives and 29 lives in neighbouring states. My community has also ached at the catastrophic loss of
wildlife caused by the destruction of these fires—an incalculable loss. Modern Victoria has a growing
conscience for the natural environment and a genuine expectation that our wildlife will be protected.
We saw that as endless natural habitat burnt over summer. The community urgently called for the
government to provide food to animals in fire-affected areas, and they did not accept the government’s
initial failure to provide food after saying action was, and I quote, ‘not easy’. We also saw it again in
recent days when the community said it would not tolerate the horror of dead, injured and dying koalas
being found at Cape Bridgewater. The community expects strong and swift action there.
In December, before the worst of the summer fires, the Game Management Authority released their
Considerations for the 2020 Duck Season report. It found the game duck abundance index is well
below the long-term average at the 13th lowest level recorded in 37 years. It also found that waterbird
abundance, breeding and habitat availability are showing long-term declines. Considering recent
events, my community expects that the government is ready to justify its decision and the sustainability
of the season. I look forward to the minister’s response.
HURSTBRIDGE RAIL LINE
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (19:14): (1824) My adjournment matter tonight is for the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure. The action I seek is for her to clarify the land allocation required for the
Hurstbridge line stage 2 upgrade and to advise me and the Hurstbridge community of any surplus land
that can now be considered for potential community and commercial use.
I met recently with the Hurstbridge Men’s Shed, who are operating out of a tiny, tiny little facility—a
little room on the edge of the basketball stadium. It is totally, totally inadequate, and they really cannot
expand. They have only got a handful of members. They are great blokes. One of the places that they
have looked at is a piece of land that is VicTrack land right on the Hurstbridge rail line. It has already
got power and services connected, and so I think that that would be a magnificent use.
In recent years I have also been approached by businesses that operate currently. They lease on
VicTrack land. These are great businesses, like Michelle’s on Main. I have certainly bought some
clothes and a pair of boots there. Michelle does a great job there. There is the Lettuce Inn fruit and
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veggie shop. What is not to love about a fruit and veggie shop called the Lettuce Inn? The Dwyer family
are as hilarious as the name of the fruit and veggie shop. They provide great produce and they deliver.
There is the historic Hurstbridge Motors, which have probably the two best dogs in Hurstbridge. They
go to work with their owners each day. One is a bulldog and the other a big golden retriever. I just love
walking past that business and having a yarn to the dogs. It is a very historic building. It was operated
by the Brock family and Peter Brock. It is quite amazing.
The electrical substation is there. There has been a proposal for a distillery and brewery there. The
proponent was unable to secure a bank loan because it is a very small period of lease that is allowable
under the current conditions. If there was an ability for a longer lease, there could be some great
opportunities for co-investment and maybe an improved bus interchange at the station.
I have been delighted to see that the tender for the upgrade of the car park has just been let. There are
real opportunities for tourism around there. I know the council has a different view and advocates for
full duplication, which is merely a device to facilitate more housing and development— (Time
expired)
SANDRINGHAM HOSPITAL
Mr ROWSWELL (Sandringham) (19:17): (1825) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Health in the other place. The action that I seek is for the minister’s explicit commitment to ensuring
that beds and services at Sandringham Hospital will not be cut and instead a commitment to increasing
services and capacity at our community hospital.
Having previously raised the prospect of our community’s vital and well-loved hospital facing the loss
of eight beds, ward closure and the displacement of seven effective full-time nursing staff in a
constituency question on 26 November, an adjournment matter of 28 November, a letter of
6 December and a further letter of 23 December 2019, I am yet to receive any response from the health
minister. It is with great sadness and intense frustration that my community has duly noted the health
minister’s deafening silence to date. This silence is particularly shocking given that my letter to the
minister on 23 December contained dozens of excerpts from my online petition where residents wrote
in their own words about why Sandringham Hospital was important to them and why it deserves
expansion and greater resourcing.
The Sandringham Hospital was built by the goodwill and dedication of local residents who, some
50 years ago, privately fundraised for its construction. Yet again it is a citizen army of local residents
that is fighting for the hospital’s ongoing viability into the future. Some 8500 residents have signed a
petition calling for the Andrews Labor government to provide greater investment in Sandringham
Hospital. A whistleblower that works at Sandringham Hospital recently advised me of the following:
… post bed cuts, pressure has been placed on all involved and Alfred (Health) eventually had a ‘nurse floater’
to help all areas within the hospital experiencing high demand. Furthermore, the medical ward was pressured
to admit surgical/ortho patients. They don’t generally look after these kind of patients—

said the whistleblower. Put simply, this staff member is strongly suggesting, in my view, that patient
safety is being compromised as a direct result of cuts. These are not my words; these are the words of
that staff member.
As our population continues to rise and as our population continues to age, we need at the very least
to maintain existing health services at Sandringham Hospital and to do everything we can to stop cuts.
The Andrews Labor government and the Minister for Health cannot stand idly by and allow our
community hospital’s services to be cut.
CHELSEA PRIMARY SCHOOL
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (19:20): (1826) My adjournment this evening is to the Minister
for Education, and the action I seek is for the minister to join me at Chelsea Primary School to turn the
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sod on the Inclusive Schools Fund application that they recently announced and received and to get
an update on their future needs.
Chelsea Primary School has been servicing my community for well over 100 years. It is a jewel in our
local community. With the leadership of principal Taylor Irish and the wonderful, warm and engaging
assistant principal, Jan Smith, they run an incredibly great show there. It has been an honour to join
them for certain initiatives recently, including the pilot of the Nessy learning program. That is an
initiative out of Bristol for supporting kids with dyslexia. To see that up close, the difference that
makes for kids—the one in five who have additional needs and live with dyslexia—is inspiring. Taylor
and Jan and Kathy Braysmith and Trudi do an incredible job. We have reflected on it on a number of
occasions. Trudi and Kathy’s daughter Kaiya, as a grade 3 student, a number of years back wrote to
me and shared her story about how that extra support gave her the support she needed to get on her
learning journey.
This is a school that lives its values. It is a beacon and really a shining light in our education system—
the more than 1531 schools across Victoria. I would love for the Deputy Premier and Minister for
Education to come down to Chelsea to join me and see those values lived and see the vision that Taylor
Irish and Jan Smith have put forward, and the wider Chelsea community, and how this is making a
difference in each and every child’s life and outcomes. This is a special school, with great ambition
and future plans. The Inclusive Schools Fund and the very great state-leading application that they put
forward is a thing of great pride and great joy to our community. We cannot wait to see that get
underway. I would love the minister to join me for that sod-turn and also to learn about their future
needs going forward.
RESPONSES
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning) (19:22): A welcome back to the adjournment for me. The member for Eildon raised a matter
for the Minister for Education seeking an investment in the Kangaroo Ground Primary School and car
park, and I will make sure the minister is aware of that request.
The member for Tarneit raised a matter for the Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events in
relation to the delivery of a much-needed lighting program at Grange Reserve at Hoppers Crossing,
which will be a great asset, I know, for that community. I will certainly make sure the minister is aware
of that request.
The member for Lowan raised a matter for the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change,
seeking that the minister reconsider, if not reverse, the decision to ban rock climbing in the Grampians.
The member for Macedon raised a matter for the Minister for Roads, seeking the minister’s
intervention in relation to a dangerous intersection on Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road in her electorate,
particularly as it relates to pedestrians. She is seeking a speed reduction initially to support the Toolern
Vale community, and I will make sure the minister is aware of that.
The member for South-West Coast raised an important matter for the Minister for Health in relation
to the classification of the Portland district hospital and its capacity to provide emergency care for her
community, and I will make sure that matter is brought to the attention of the minister.
The member for Carrum raised a matter for the Minister for Transport Infrastructure seeking that the
minister come down and visit the new elevated Carrum railway station on 17 February, which will be
a wonderful day for your community, member for Carrum, and I am sure the minister will take up that
invitation.
The member for Brighton raised a matter for the Minister for Agriculture, seeking clarification of the
dates and the length of season for duck hunting in the 2020 season, and I will make sure the minister
is aware of that.
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The member for Yan Yean raised a matter for the Minister for Transport Instructure seeking what
opportunities might be made available after the Hurstbridge line upgrade for land for potential
commercial and indeed community purposes. That would be a very good outcome if we can achieve
some uplift there as well.
The member for Sandringham has raised a matter for the Minister for Health, seeking some assurances
in relation to bed numbers and services at Sandringham Hospital, and I will make sure the minister is
made aware of that request.
Finally, the member for Mordialloc has raised a matter for the Minister for Education seeking that the
minister visit Chelsea Primary School to do an important sod-turn at that great little primary school.
Mr Richardson: Thanks, Minister.
Mr WYNNE: Thank you very much. That is it for the night.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. The house now stands adjourned until
tomorrow.
House adjourned 7.26 pm.

