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Tuesday, 4 February 2020
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair at 12.05 pm and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER (12:05): We acknowledge the traditional Aboriginal owners of the land on which
we are meeting. We pay our respects to them, their culture, their elders past, present and future, and
elders from other communities who may be here today.
Condolences
HON. JOHN CAIN
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:05): I move:
That this house expresses its sincere sorrow at the death of the Honourable John Cain and places on record its
acknowledgement of the valuable services rendered by him to the Parliament and the people of Victoria as
member of the Legislative Assembly for the district of Bundoora from 1976 to 1992, Premier from 1982 to
1990, Attorney-General from 1982 to 1983, Minister for Federal Affairs in 1982 and Minister for Ethnic
Affairs in 1990.

Yesterday many of us attended St Paul’s Cathedral, and I would say—whilst I do not often attend
St Paul’s Cathedral, certainly not as regularly as John Cain did—it takes a lot to fill St Paul’s
Cathedral. It takes a big life well lived. It takes a big contribution well celebrated to fill that beautiful
place as comprehensively as John Cain and his legacy did yesterday. I was honoured to be given an
opportunity by the Cain family to say a few words yesterday, and I do not want to go over all the
different elements of my remarks yesterday. I want to share some personal thoughts and to try, as the
leader of my party all these years later, to encapsulate what John Cain meant to our movement, what
John Cain means each and every day to our state and why it was that so many people were compelled
to be there yesterday to say thank you for such a rich life, a life of purpose.
John Cain came to this place 44 years ago, and from the very beginning he knew that to be elected to
this place was a great honour, that a sacred trust was placed in governments and that it was a
government’s obligation because it had the opportunity to do more, to do better, to reform, to change,
to rebuild, to question and to challenge all of us to build a fairer society, a more inclusive society, a
society based on equality of opportunity regardless of any factor—that each of us in this are equal and
that each of us ought to be able to reach the full and unique potential that belongs to us. That is what
John Cain knew. He knew many, many other things too—that education, that health, that proper
protections at law and that a safety net across so many different elements of public policy were critical
to a civilised society, to a progressive society, to a place that would be well judged in a contemporary
sense and could be looked back upon with the benefit of time and be seen as a progressive, inclusive,
respectful place.
It is fair to say that John Cain in his years in office and more broadly his years in this place, and indeed
his years in the law before becoming a member of Parliament, was passionate about building that sort
of society—a society of fairness and equality, a society of opportunity, but at the same time a place
where there were obligations. That if you were given support, if you were empowered, as it were, then
it was up to you to be your best self. It was up to you to work hard to be a contributor. Many of you,
as I did often, would receive the benefit of Mr Cain’s appraisals on whether I satisfied or met his very
high standards, whether I was living up to my potential, unique or otherwise, whether I was delivering
against the commitments that I had made. Essentially, was I being my best self with the extraordinary
opportunities that this state has given to me, my colleagues and our party?
Now, some I am sure were frustrated from time to time with the ease with which John would give you
his views and the very detailed nature of his critique. But as I said to our caucus this morning, when
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you have won three elections, when you are on many measures the most successful leader of our party
in our state’s history, when you so comprehensively lived your values, when the community got what
they had paid for, when they got exactly what they had signed up for—a person of integrity, a person
of honesty, a person of hard work, a person who lived his values in everything he did—when you are
that person, you have the right to let others know when they might not be meeting your very high
standards, because they were not simply standards he sought to impose on others. He lived them
himself, and he delivered against those very high standards and in accordance with those high standards.
That is why so many people were able to catalogue his achievements yesterday: workers rights;
women’s rights; protecting the natural environment; protecting our children; making sure that some
of the most disgraceful and archaic practices were consigned to the past; making sure that every
Victorian was treated equally; record economic growth and employment growth—no period in our
state’s history has seen us lead the nation in consecutive quarters on employment and economic growth
but that under the Cain government; infrastructure—too many projects to mention; reforms to our
democratic institutions, the soul of our state; being able to find out what the government held on you;
all the way through to having a free and independent prosecutorial authority, having a free and
independent electoral commission and having an electoral boundaries commission that drew the
boundaries that elect people to this place free of influence and free of any partisanship. So many
examples of things today that we frankly take for granted.
Those of us who are of a different time and sit here now in this place, let alone those beyond this
bubble, really cannot conceive of a Victoria without so many of the things that John Cain fought for
and John Cain delivered. That is perhaps the ultimate compliment, that the reform—as challenging, as
difficult and as unprecedented as it was at its time—is now just the accepted and highly valued status
quo. That is the great gift of John Cain: reform and change embedded in and central to our democratic
society and to our modern progressive state.
I want to talk a little bit about one area that I think sums up John Cain’s leadership. When the Cain
government was elected it ended 27 years of conservative rule in our state—and they were all
elections; I am not quibbling with the fact that Victorians made those choices, but for us he will always
be very special because he ended such a long period of us being on that side of the chamber. Not long
after John was able to form government in 1982—after decades of experience in the law and just that
sense of social justice that ran through him, that quest for fairness and a square deal, as he put it—
work began to build an occupational health and safety scheme in our state to say to people that if you
went to work and you were injured through no fault of your own, you were simply doing your job,
that you would be looked after, and that if people had been culpable in the injury that you had
sustained, they would feel the full force of the law.
I am proud to say that we have added to that legacy in recent times. It has not always been easy, but it
is an enduring reform and again one that we almost take for granted: that no-one should be injured at
work, that everyone should go home safe and that if people do the wrong thing they should be
punished. That did not exist in our state before John Cain. So many things of such value and power
and influence on the lives of ordinary people simply were not here. They were not part of our politics.
They were not part of administration in this state. They were not part of our daily lives.
The same can be said of the Transport Accident Commission. Mary Crooks yesterday detailed a long,
long list—and I am sure some of my colleagues will go back to this in their contributions—of things
that John Cain and his team did to drive equality and to make sure that, as in his mother Dorothea’s
example, equality in the home, equality in the workplace and equality in our democracy and our
society was something that he pursued for women and more broadly, but particularly for women. I am
sure some people will refer to that. There is a long list, too long for us to detail.
This was a life lived in absolute accordance with his values, and it was a life, right until the very end,
lived in the service of others. Very few people can say that. Very few people are called to serve and
continue serving long after they are no longer in a formal position. He took his responsibilities as a
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solicitor and barrister, as a member of Parliament, as the Premier, as a minister and as a former Premier,
all the way through to his last official formal role as Premier of our state so, so seriously. That is why
he devoted himself to them long after their formal period had ended. In so many ways we are indebted
to John Cain for his legacy, for his work and for his reforms, but in many respects we are indebted to
him most of all because of the person that he was: impeccably courteous, respectful—opinionated,
yes, but as I said, he had earned the right to have views and to put them to you with force, and that is
exactly what occurred so often.
I mentioned this yesterday, but I feel compelled just to come back to it. I will tell the full story if I can.
Election campaigns are very busy. The last thing you need is former luminaries—you know, those
who have already won a few—pestering you, ringing you up. Anyway, that had never got to me.
Numerous calls were made, and as is the way with the younger generation of advisers—I am sure they
knew who John Cain was, but they were just not quite as attuned to the need to say yes to the phone
calls. He was ringing seeking a meeting with me. Ultimately I became aware of this and I said, ‘Well,
yes, we need to do that and we need to do that quickly’. So as it turned out it was literally the Thursday
night before the election on the Saturday. Across the road at 157—it was still the opposition rooms—
John came to see me. It was just him and me. There were not many staff there; everyone was out
campaigning, as you do just a few hours before polls open. We sat together, and I had never seen him
like this before. He was very, very emotional because he started talking about what he was certain was
about to happen. There are not many times that the people of this state have chosen to send a Labor
opposition into government with a majority. He pointed out to me that in his judgement—and he was
proven correct, I am very pleased to say—that would occur with us in just a couple of days time. He
made sure that I understood that it was fine to enjoy that for a little while—just for a little while—but
there was a lot of work to do.
Back to that first speech 44 years ago, there is a sacred trust, and that is that you get on and make the
place better: do more, do better, reform, change, empower. Leave it better than you found it. Tackle
the tough issues, not just the easy ones. That was what he said to me in that office one on one just
before the election, it is what he lived every single day of his life in the service of others and it is what
I will always cherish and forever remember about John Cain.
You cannot, however, have any tribute to this great Victorian, this great man, without an equal tribute
to Nancye Cain. On my behalf, on behalf of all of my colleagues and all who came before them, on
Catherine’s behalf—and I think that Catherine is often more pleased to see Nancye than she is to see
me actually; they get along quite well, they get along very well—I just want to say to Nancye Cain
that every Victorian owes you a great debt, because there is no Cain government, there is no list of
reforms that I have barely done justice to today, without that partnership, and every Victorian should
be so proud of the role you played and so grateful for the contribution that you have made to our state.
Not long before John died a group of us—I am not sure what the collective noun for premiers is; it
would not be flattering, I am sure—
Mr Wynne interjected.
Mr ANDREWS: The Minister for Planning I think just indicated a ‘gaggle’—did you?
Mr Wynne interjected.
Mr ANDREWS: It would be much worse than that, I reckon—much worse than that. In any event,
a current Premier and some former premiers found themselves at the State Library of Victoria for the
opening of the new Queen’s Hall. I think Virginia Trioli was there and there was an impromptu, ‘Could
we get a photo of you all?’. So it was Ted Baillieu, Steve Bracks, myself, John Cain and Jeff Kennett,
and we put John in the centre of the photo because that is exactly where he belonged—at the centre of
the story of leadership, at the centre of the story of the building of a modern Victoria.
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His memory, his legacy and his contribution were well marked yesterday. We will miss him. We
honour him and his family today, and we thank him. Thank you, John Cain, for all that you did, all
that you represented and all that you were, every day for every Victorian.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:21): In rising to speak on this
condolence motion, I acknowledge a man whose leadership and legacy have left an indelible mark on
this state, the 41st Premier of Victoria, the Honourable John Cain. When he was born in Northcote in
1931, John’s mother, Dorothea, was a successful businesswoman in her own right and clearly a strong
influence on her son. Dorothea ran a chain of successful millinery stores across Melbourne’s inner
north and was a strong supporter of women’s rights, particularly in the workplace. No doubt this
influenced her son’s push to improve the rights of women and to broaden the opportunities for women
in previously male bastions, such as the Melbourne Cricket Club and the Victoria Racing Club.
‘I grew up in a political house’, John Cain was once quoted as saying. John’s father, also John Cain,
was of course Premier of Victoria. In 1950 John Cain, Sr, said of his son, ‘Young John’s the best
politician in the family’. His words were to be prophetic.
John was educated at Geelong Grammar, Northcote High School and Scotch College and graduated
from the University of Melbourne with a bachelor of laws in 1953.
John Cain married Nancye Williams on 6 July 1955. They had two sons, John and James, and a
daughter, Joanne. After completing articles in the firm of John Galbally, who had served as a minister
in his father’s government, John Cain set up his own law practice in Preston. He provided legal services
to the largely working-class families in the area, and it was this work that helped form his understanding
of the challenges that his clients faced and helped to mould his commitment to social reform.
John Cain became very involved in the Law Institute of Victoria, eventually becoming its president.
For a labour lawyer, perhaps this was the equivalent of leading a union. Well, I am sure that some
members of the Law Institute of Victoria, probably then and today, might be horrified by the
comparison. However, it was to reforming his beloved Australian Labor Party that John Cain devoted
such care and attention. Joining with a number of like-minded Labor supporters, who understood that
in order to be elected one first had to be electable, John Cain led The Participants group. Seeking to
persuade hearts and minds to reform the ALP, he once helped to publish an analysis of the party’s
electoral performance, with the somewhat provocative title, Do You Want Labor to be Out of Office
for the Rest of Your Life?.
The 1970s federal intervention in the dysfunctional Victorian ALP branch saw John Cain and his
fellow Participants given the opportunity to put their ideas into practice, after which John was elected
to the seat of Bundoora in 1976. Having established himself as a diligent and bright shadow minister,
John Cain became Leader of the Opposition in September 1981. He was elected Premier in April 1982,
the first of three successive election victories. One of my earliest political memories was the jingle that
went along with John Cain’s 1982 campaign. I must have been about eight or nine at the time, so it
must have been catchy for me to remember it 40 years later.
Mr Wynne interjected.
Mr M O’BRIEN: I will not sing it, Minister for Planning. I think you have all suffered enough.
Even his slogan, ‘John Cain for Victorians’, said that that was what he was about. He was somebody
who wanted to govern for all Victorians. Let us not underestimate what a remarkable achievement that
was. He led the Labor Party out of the political wilderness after almost 27 years of opposition. He was
a formidable campaigner. He understood politics better than many. He understood Victorians better
than most. Of note, John Cain also served as Minister Responsible for Women’s Affairs for the entirety
of his premiership. He also served as Minister for Federal Affairs, Attorney-General and Minister for
Ethnic Affairs at different times during his term as Premier.
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He spearheaded a number of reforms in Victoria that endure to this day. These include the
development of Melbourne’s Southbank precinct. His government commenced the liberalisation of
shop trading hours, a bold move that acknowledged the importance of allowing consumers to shop
when it suits them, not when it suits vested interests. His government pioneered the establishment of
the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, VicHealth, which replaced tobacco promotion in sport
with positive health messages. The Cain government also established the Transport Accident
Commission and what we now know as WorkSafe.
In yesterday’s memorial service James Cain memorably described how his father would stare
accusingly at a half-full glass of wine on the table and say, ‘So you’re really hitting the grog then?’. I
thought this was somewhat ironic, given it was the Cain government that liberalised liquor licensing
laws in Victoria.
John Cain’s leadership was instrumental in ensuring that every Victorian had the right to access
government information that affected them. In fact Victoria was the first state in Australia to pass
significant freedom of information legislation. It was John Cain’s drive for accountability, for
transparency and for better decision-making that led to what was a bold and even courageous reform
for its time. I cannot praise those FOI reforms of the 1980s without noting that FOI has fallen into a
little bit of disrepair today. Perhaps a fitting tribute, a living tribute, to the former Premier would be
for the government to return freedom of information to its original intent and allow the disinfectant of
sunlight to once again shine on its operations. This would truly benefit Victorians, as John Cain had
originally intended.
Another legacy, certainly front and centre following last weekend, was moving the Australian Open
Tennis Championships from its former home at Kooyong to the National Tennis Centre, or what we
now know as Melbourne Park. Doing so, together with the development of works under successive
governments, has secured the grand slam status of the Australian Open and has also secured its home
in Melbourne.
John Cain stood up to rogue unions and rogue unionists who disregarded the law at the expense of
their fellow Victorians. He showed great political integrity and courage in deregistering the Builders
Labourers Federation, the predecessor of the CFMEU. John Cain was passionate about the Melbourne
Cricket Ground, and his government supported its redevelopment. Even until his death John served as
a member of the MCG Trust.
No full reflection on John Cain’s lengthy term in government can avoid reference to the significant
financial difficulties that accumulated in his last term. Tricontinental, the Victorian Economic
Development Corporation, Pyramid—they are all reminders of the circumstances which ultimately
led to John Cain resigning as Premier in 1990. I recently re-read the essay ‘John Cain jnr: the burden
of history’, which was written by Dr Paul Strangio for the book The Victorian Premiers 1856–2006,
and Dr Strangio noted:
The cadence of tragedy … ought not distract from the substance of Cain’s premiership … The Cain era
profoundly modernised Victoria’s social fabric, its public sector and practices of governance … it changed
the State and overwhelmingly for the better.

John Cain’s political achievements were profound. Following his parliamentary career, John did not
seek publicity. He became a professorial fellow in politics at the University of Melbourne in 1991. He
maintained a statesmanlike dignity in his nearly 30 years of political retirement, something that former
premiers and indeed former prime ministers might do well to emulate.
John Cain understood what it took to lead. In fact he had a great quote on what it took to lead Labor
out of the political wilderness at the time when he said, ‘There is no replacement for hard work and
good policy’. John Cain’s pursuit of both led to his political success for the Labor Party over three
elections.
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The Honourable John Cain, 41st Premier of Victoria—a thoroughly decent man, an honest man, an
intelligent and intellectually curious man, a hardworking man who lived by his principles and held fast
to them, and one whose lengthy period as Premier has left an indelible mark on Victoria—on behalf
of the Liberal Party and as Leader of the Opposition, I place on record my deep condolences to Nancye
Cain; their children, John, James and Joanne; and their many grandchildren, great-grandchildren and
friends across Victoria. Vale, John Cain.
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education) (12:31): I am proud to join the Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition and contribute to the condolence motion for John Cain. Two memories
immediately spring to mind when I think about John Cain. Over recent years—and more than once or
twice—I would be walking to or leaving my office and I would see the statue of John Cain outside,
hand outstretched, and who would I bump into? The real John Cain, looking dapper in hat and long coat
in the chill air. We would stop and have a chat and, just as we heard in the wonderful memorial service
yesterday, and again with the Premier, John would give you his views—unsolicited and frank—on what
we were doing right as a government, what we were doing wrong and what we needed to do to beat the
Liberals. Once a Labor warrior, always a Labor warrior. He was sharp, he was earnest and he was
genuine. After a while we would say our goodbyes and I would walk away mulling over his advice.
But I would also be smiling to myself. Where else in the world would there be a statue of a political
legend and that very same legend walking by regularly, casually, ready for a chat?
John was quintessentially a Melburnian and a Victorian. At the memorial yesterday his son James said
that John’s two favourite places in the world were the MCG and Melbourne Park, and it is in this
context that I also fondly remember John Cain. He was a member of the MCG Trust and the
Melbourne and Olympic Parks Trust when I was minister for sport in the Bracks and Brumby
governments. He was an advocate—a fierce advocate—and a defender of both those institutions.
Melbourne Park is the jewel in the crown of Melbourne and Victoria. It is the venue of the biggest
sporting event in the globe for the month of January, the Australian Open. I have no doubt in the world
that if it was not for the vision and the determination of John Cain, Victoria would have lost this grand
slam. One of his most profound legacies is the move from the grass courts of Kooyong to the new,
state-of-the-art National Tennis Centre at Melbourne Park. As we have seen over the last couple of
weeks, hundreds and hundreds of thousands of people have enjoyed this magnificent spectacle and
throughout the rest of the year, basketball, netball, soccer, rugby union, rugby league, concerts and
special events. Melbourne Park is one of the key reasons Melbourne is such a dynamic, exciting and
livable city. It is our heartbeat. But it also reflects the values of its visionary creator. It was created for
the people—not for the well connected or the well to do but for all of us. It was built for everyone to
enjoy the sporting action and the open spaces. It was not a mistake that the glass walls of the corporate
boxes are located furthest from the action on the court. John made sure they were, and I love that about
our former Premier. Melbourne Park is loved by Victorians. I think it is both appropriate and absolutely
fitting that Melbourne Arena is now John Cain Arena.
Every successive government, every Premier and every sports minister over the last three decades has
felt the responsibility to both protect and enhance what John and his Labor government delivered in
1988. More than a decade ago we knew that Melbourne Park needed an upgrade. The other grand slam
venues eclipsed by Melbourne Park in 1988 had been significantly improved or were planned to be
improved, and just like in the 1980s, there was the threat of losing the Open to China and other nations
who coveted this event. So we began the negotiations with Tennis Australia to upgrade Melbourne
Park and extend the Australian Open in Melbourne. John Cain was central to our thinking. I remember
the one-on-one conversations I had with John about the redevelopment. He was passionate about
Melbourne Park not losing its soul and not losing its core purpose of serving the broader community.
His values never changed.
I remember the conversations not with John in the room but around the table with my department and
with the member for Pascoe Vale, who was chief of staff at the time, and we generally asked the
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question: what would John think? Would it be acceptable? He was a hard taskmaster. Will it still be
the people’s park? When the answer, we felt, was yes, Premier John Brumby announced $363 million
for stage 1 redevelopment and an extension of the Open to 2036. Over the last decade over $1 billion
across three different governments has been invested in Melbourne Park. We have just finished the
Open with a record crowd of 780 000 over the last fortnight and an economic impact of $290 million,
creating more than 1000 jobs each and every year. It is the greatest advertisement in the world for
Melbourne and Victoria, and one of John Cain’s greatest legacies.
I will not repeat the long list of important achievements realised under his leadership—achievements
that today we often take for granted, achievements that made Victoria a more modern and progressive
state—but I do want to finally touch on the important impact John Cain had on Victoria’s education
system. Educated at Bell Primary School, Northcote High School, Scotch College and Melbourne
University, John was a great believer in the power of education to transform society. In 1986 he
outlined his vision for education in Victoria at the Charles Joseph La Trobe memorial lecture. He
described his government’s education policy as ‘inseparable from the vision of the good society’.
As Premier and alongside the then Minister for Education, the late Joan Kirner, John invested in
Victoria’s future by prioritising education. Like this government, his goals for Victoria’s education
system centred around equity and excellence. His government undertook what was then a massive
school capital program. It made Victorian schools more accessible to children with disabilities, it
transformed the TAFE system with state funding, it ensured the curriculum gave students a deeper
understanding of Aboriginal history and culture and it provided equality of access to school education,
particularly vocational pathways, for girls. But I think one of John Cain’s greatest legacies in education
was his overhaul of the Victorian curriculum and the introduction of the Victorian Certificate of
Education in 1987. The VCE is our nation’s leading senior secondary certificate, and through the VCE
Victoria is now the largest provider of offshore secondary qualifications. When the Cain government
came to power in 1982 year 12 completion rates were at 40 per cent. By 1990, just three years after
the introduction of the VCE and in John’s final year as Premier, more than 80 per cent of Victorian
secondary students completed year 12. That is an extraordinary contribution—just that one thing
transforming tens of thousands of Victorian lives. His government set foundations on which future
governments would base their reforms to our education system, including this one.
Finally, in a funny quirk of history, it was John Cain, Sr, who, as the local member, led the push to
establish a high school in Northcote, the same high school his son attended during the mid-1940s and
which now has a library named in his honour—a place of learning in one of Victoria’s leading
government secondary schools. Given his commitment to education for himself, as we heard
amusingly yesterday, his commitment to the education of his children, his grandchildren and greatgrandchildren, and his commitment to education for his fellow Victorians, I know he would have been
honoured by the school’s gesture.
John Cain has had a profound impact on our state and our nation. I pass on my sincere condolences to
Nancye, Joanne, John, James, their partners, their children and their grandchildren.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (12:41): I rise to join the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition
in the condolence motion for the Honourable John Cain. Before starting I would be very interested if
the Premier would actually give us that scorecard. It might make for interesting reading.
John Cain was Victoria’s 41st Premier. He was born in Melbourne, the son of John—
Mr Andrews: Fifty-five, I think it was.
Mr WALSH: Fifty-five out of 200.
John was born in Melbourne, the son of Dorothea and John Cain, Sr, who was the leader of the Labor
Party at that time, led the Victorian Labor Party from 1937 to 1957 and was three times the Premier
of this state. He was educated at Bell Primary School, Northcote High and Scotch College, and as was

CONDOLENCES
8

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, 4 February 2020

said yesterday at the memorial service, spent a very, very brief time at Geelong Grammar, which he
did not like—he threatened to ride his pushbike back to Melbourne if his parents did not come to
collect him. It would have been a long ride, but I am sure he was a determined person and would have
actually done that. He studied law and graduated from Melbourne University.
John was only 24 years old when the 1955 split happened in the Labor Party, which brought down the
last government his father led. We look at the split from a long distance in history, but I can remember
sitting next to Justice Frank Vincent at a function many years ago, and we had a very good discussion.
He was a young lawyer at that time and explained to me some of the background to the split and some
of the ramifications of the split, particularly to him personally as a young lawyer. The strength of
feeling at that time was very, very high. I do not think we, not having lived through that time, will ever
appreciate what that did to politics and particularly to the politics of the Labor Party. But it was very
emotionally charged, as I understand it. Justice Vincent even got that through in what he was talking
about to me that particular night. But that time did not put John Cain, Jr, off politics at all. In 1957 he
actually stood for preselection in his father’s old seat of Northcote, eventually losing out to Frank
Wilkes in that particular preselection.
Yesterday at the memorial service there was a common theme that came through from all of those that
spoke about John’s very, very high work ethic, and to me it reinforces that old saying that if you want
something done you should ask a busy person to do it. If you think about John’s life and all the things
he did, he was very busy, particularly over the next 15 years of his life. He met and married his lifetime
partner, Nancye, and started a family. I particularly had a smirk about the story of his wedding day,
where he actually went down to the court and did a couple of calls and earned his chips for the day
before he went and got married. I think that is a great work ethic and something that I think a lot more
people today could take note of.
He ran a very successful suburban legal practice and was involved in the Law Institute of Victoria,
becoming president—again, from a suburban lawyer’s point of view, without the benefits of a large
city legal firm behind him as he did that, which no doubt put pressure on his own business and his
family time.
Yesterday I enjoyed Michael Duffy’s comments about John and his wife and what they did as
Participants in the Labor Party. That sort of history is fascinating, and to have it spoken about by
someone who lived it, you could tell again the sincerity that came through from Michael Duffy on his
affection for John and what John did for the Labor Party. They were very much focused on reforming
and modernising the Labor Party at that particular time.
He may not have thought so, but I think we would all agree that John was actually destined for
Parliament with the things that he was doing, and that happened in 1976 when he was elected as the
member for Bundoora. His inaugural speech in this place very much focused on his experience as a
lawyer and the things that he felt needed changing from his experience as a lawyer—the issues around
consumer protection, the issues around protection for the environment, the issues around privacy for
the individual. He had quite a bit to say about the huge workload of the Magistrates Court and the fact
that there needed to be more magistrates to get the workload through the Magistrates Court. He was
also very complimentary of the outstanding work that the honorary justices did in that system just to
keep the wheels of justice going and get the turnover going in the courts. With that legal expertise and
the things he outlined, it is no surprise that he became the Shadow Attorney-General when he came
into this place. He became leader of the Victorian Labor Party in September 1981 and then, as has
already been said, went on to lead the Labor Party to a resounding victory in April 1982.
His first term of government, as has been talked about, modernised a lot of the systems of Victoria. I
noticed the quip around extending hotel trading hours that was made by the Leader of the Opposition,
but I think we are the state that we are now—we are open for business, we are open to international
travel, we are seen as a place of the world—with all credit to John Cain. A lot of that started during
his term of Parliament.
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Again, it is a long time ago, but at that particular time there was a major arm wrestle going on between
the then VFL and the MCG trustees. The VFL went out and had built the stadium out at Waverley to
have competition with the MCG to try and put the MCG trustees under pressure around holding the
grand final and the charges and all that sort of stuff, and my understanding of history is that John, as
the Premier, effectively stared down the VFL and made sure that the MCG stayed the premier stadium
it is for the world that we all know it is and we all love it as.
A lot has been said about the tennis centre. My recollection of history again: John led the way on that,
but I think, as The Nationals leader, I have to pay a quick regard to Peter Ross-Edwards, who, as I
understand it, made sure the upper house supported what was needed to go through to actually get that
change made and see that change at that particular time.
Members interjecting.
Mr WALSH: The quip from the other side is, ‘Well, if it is actually in the best interests of Victoria,
we on this side will always support it’. It is just not always in the best interests of Victoria what comes
from the other side. But Peter Ross-Edwards, I think, did have a small part to play in making sure that
all happened into the future.
In the second term of government, obviously in 1985, John Cain led a very successful campaign and
then defeated the then opposition leader, Jeff Kennett. But there were some winds of change coming
at that particular time. In that particular election, as I understand it, for the first time ever the Labor
Party actually won a majority in the upper house, but there was a challenge to the seat of Nunawading
where there was a tied vote, as I understand the history. There was a draw out of the hat to see who
won. That was subsequently challenged; it should have been the electoral commissioner who had that
right. Then there was a re-election which the Liberal Party won, and the Labor Party lost their very
brief majority in the upper house. In that particular term there was also the stock market crash of 1987,
which put some severe pressure on the Victorian economy at that particular time, and there were the
issues, as the Leader of the Opposition talked about, particularly with Tricontinental at that time.
The third election that John fought for he won again in 1988. As I understand it, at that particular time
the Liberal Party actually won the two-party preferred vote, but by two seats John was able to maintain
government and continue to lead this state. There were some issues, as we all know, post the stock
market crash, with the economy of Victoria and the economy of Australia at that particular time. I
think if you look at the documentaries of the time, that particular Labor government had a Keynesian
philosophy to their economics and their running of the government, which was that the government
spends to stimulate the economy and to stimulate growth. That becomes a challenge when the
economy slows down, and I think that is what we saw. With all the best intentions of John, as the
Premier, and his government, the economy did slow, and that put severe financial pressure on Victoria.
We saw the ramifications playing out further with the collapse of the Victorian Economic
Development Corporation, where there were huge debts where money had been lent without good
oversight. It was no fault of the government, but with the issues around the Pyramid Building Society,
which collapsed, unfortunately the government of the day had said there was no issue, and a lot of
people lost their money. I know that particularly in the community of Geelong the economy suffered
severely for a number of years after the collapse of the Pyramid Building Society. The State Bank of
Victoria ultimately was sold to the Commonwealth Bank and then privatised by the federal
government at that particular time.
I would probably credit the governments of those times for sparking my interest in politics at the
intersection where business and politics meet. There were two particular ministers of agriculture at
that time. Those involved in agriculture or building a career in agripolitics would remember Barry
Rowe and Ian Baker, whom we in the agriculture sector found rather challenging as ministers for
agriculture, in the spirit of a condolence motion, and that probably triggered my involvement in
agripolitics and my subsequently coming into this place, into politics. In particular, Ian Baker—who
deregulated the tomato industry, in which I was somewhat involved—really motivated me in the future
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around politics and the fact that governments actually should do good things rather than bad things for
the people that they represent.
But as has already been said, John Cain had a very strong work ethic. He was truly an honourable
member of Parliament and an honourable person, and he was actually, I could say, an absolutely
dedicated servant of the people of Victoria. A lot of people enter politics. I do not think we could say
that about all of them, but I think we could all say about John Cain that he was an absolutely dedicated
servant of the people of Victoria and did everything with the best intentions, even if some of those in
his government around him probably did not do as well as he would have expected. He did eventually
resign as Premier and—again, to his credit—did not force a by-election. Actually, having been elected
as a member of Parliament as a representative of the people of Bundoora, he continued the term until
the election was called, and I think that is, again, a credit to him as well. My very sincere condolences
to Nancye, to Joanne, to John, to James and to their extended families. He was a truly great Victorian;
someone I know you are very proud of and that I think everyone in Victoria can be proud of.
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety) (12:52): I rise today
to speak in favour of the motion of condolence on the passing of former Premier John Cain, and I
know that for many of us his passing leaves us with a very, very heavy heart. It was terrific to see so
many people from this Parliament and so many of those that were touched by John personally or
through the power and possibilities of his reforms celebrate his life at St Paul’s Cathedral yesterday.
Whilst we rise today with a heavy heart, we also do so with a very, very strong sense of gratitude for
his life—for all that he achieved in his life and for the wonderful legacy that he left us. He was, in the
great tradition of Labor reformers, a great Labor-reforming leader, and he delivered a government that
was grounded in decency, in generosity and in bravery and very much founded on the principle of a
fair go. His very dear friend Barry Jones said that when John was faced with a choice between private
benefit and public interest the latter always won out. I am sure Barry would have said that in much
longer and more verbose language than I have just represented it—
Mr Andrews interjected.
Ms HENNESSY: Perhaps a diagram, as the Premier churlishly suggests. But the principle and the
sentiment of that I think is one that rings true because John Cain, for all of the reasons that many have
canvassed in this chamber today and yesterday, never shied away from hard reforms, from righting
wrongs or from doing what needed to be done.
Whilst he was not a Whitlamesque kind of crash-and-crash-through politician, he was not just a
consensus politician either. Whilst he always played with a straight bat, he took risks. He was up for
criticism. He fought for what was right, both for individuals and the community and for all of Victoria.
As a result of that, his reforms resonate in so many ways.
Certainly I think the Premier put it very, very well in the fact that we take so many of his reforms for
granted. It seems impossible that things were indeed another way once upon a time. Suffice it to say
that whilst we live in a very broad international climate where there is so much cynicism and debate
about declining trust in institutions, such concern about people putting the primacy of self-interest over
the broader public interest and all of the debates around what those concepts represent, John Cain—I
think we can all fairly agree, with an unimpeachable sense of integrity—always rose to those challenges.
Often I think for women who have a very strong interest in reform around women’s rights and equality
we can sometimes be a little suspicious of those male friends who lean in to claim their feminist
principles as well, so upon learning that John had been the Minister Responsible for Women’s Affairs
I must say there was a twinge in one of my antennas. It was not until reflecting on the many reforms
that he achieved, the leadership and the primacy he gave to those issues that I suppose I was forced to
confront my own judgementalism about such matters. The principle that where Nancye could not go
John would not go either was a fabulous prism to look at where there may have been entrenched
inequality. Whether that be in the context of racing or the Melbourne Cricket Club, those who dared
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to extinguish the white lines of exclusion for women I think deserve our deepest of accolades. I also
think it is a very wonderful excuse to use—that if your wife is excluded from an event then neither of
you are going. That could be used very conveniently, and I am sure Nancye attended more than her
fair share of events with great spirit and a sense of kindness.
Of course, John never did any of these things with a sense of grandstanding at all. He did things
because they were simply the right thing to do. Mary Crooks outlined yesterday in the course of her
contribution the $1 million that was provided to the Victorian Women’s Trust. I think being able to
provide institutions with the opportunity to establish themselves and to grow ought to provide a great
sense of enduring pride for John, and I know that he was certainly extremely proud of the support that
he provided those institutions.
As many have said, his reforms in the areas of occupational health and safety and the Transport
Accident Commission have made Victoria safer, fairer and more prosperous. He also provided a great
template for the sorts of leadership that Labor governments could provide. Indeed as a young lawyer
working in Preston he took up a caseload, particularly in very, very sectarian times, of divorce cases
that other practitioners were not prepared to take on. John also always brought a very strong sense of
what the specific challenges for working-class people were as they were attempting to navigate the
legal system. He did that as a lawyer and he did that as a human being, and the fact that he got to go
on and then do that as a minister and as a Premier and that he delivered on all of those things whilst
being consistent to his own values—always with a strong sense of integrity, I think—is indeed
something that marks him out as incredibly special.
In particular, John established the independence of the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) in 1982.
Before that, indictable offences were handled by the criminal law board. That was a group of about
20 people who decided what would be prosecuted and what would not be prosecuted, so we have gone
from a time when we really did not have an independent prosecutorial service. Those 20 people were
all men; women were not allowed to work at the criminal law board because they were apparently not
capable of confronting some of the material the board would see. To go from that to establishing an
independent DPP—John was a man of institutions, he was a man that understood that you needed to
nurture and support institutions, that they were critical for the rule of law and that they were critical to
be able to survive beyond a political cycle or where there was a particular adverse community reaction.
He continued his involvement in the Law Institute of Victoria long after his presidency, long after he
became the Premier. In fact earlier this year John was at the opening of the new law institute offices.
As many have said, he loved a chat—and it was always a guided chat, in a sense. It was a way, in a
therapeutic sense, of having some of the great opportunities you perhaps had missed presented back
to you but always with a great sense of delicacy and wisdom. There was a certain royal commission
that had just kicked off at that time, and John said to me, ‘Oh, you need to have a royal commission
every 10 years to wash these places out’, and there was a look of green on my face as I held on.
He of course was the man who worked through things like the Beach inquiry as well, which uncovered
extensive police corruption. He also worked with those that had worked in the women’s health space—
the Wainer family comes to mind. By those things I mean he was not scared. He did not run away
from the things that he knew could be controversial or could cause governments harm. He was so
secure in his principles and his integrity that he did not reduce everything to a mere political calculus
when making decisions. He was not politically unwise. He was aware of having to manage the political
implications of those decisions, but he was a man that moved institutionally, moved economically,
moved socially and moved morally our state beyond where it was because of the combination of all
of those wonderful things about him.
I am so deeply grateful for the friendship, the wisdom and the political leadership that he has provided
to me and to those on my side. I think that he was a person of enormous interpersonal decency. I
believe very strongly in respecting former leaders, irrespective of what their politics are, and I think
that it is incumbent upon all of us to try and ensure that the institutions of leadership continue to be
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respected despite the fact that they will always be held by people who have imperfections. John Cain
had very, very few imperfections.
I do want to pay particular tribute to his family, as others have mentioned, who so generously shared
him with politics, with law, with community life and sport for so many, many years. Facing each day
now without John in their lives—losing a husband, a father, a grandfather—I want the Cain family to
know that our hearts, our minds and our compassion remain with you. Boy, he was a fabulous man!
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (13:03): It is clear that John Cain was a very decent and hardworking man
throughout all stages of his life. He had many loves: his family, politics, the law, his sport—including
his own fitness. He particularly loved his Dunlop Volleys, which I understand he jogged in for decades.
All of John’s loves remained lifelong passions for him.
He was a well-educated, intelligent man and a creature of habit. I imagine that some of his movements
would create issues for security these days as we look very carefully at how politicians interact in the
localities where they are. Growing up in a strong political family, with old-fashioned values and an
understanding of public service, John genuinely wanted to help people and to make a positive
difference. He had his little suburban law practice in Preston, which took a time to take off and then it
did. But I think it was probably fate that he became our 41st Premier of Victoria, certainly following
in the footsteps of his father, John Cain, Sr.
As I said, John was a very well-educated man. He had a strong work ethic and the law behind him. I
think all of the roles he treated with the appropriate seriousness, especially that of member of
Parliament. He had integrity throughout his career. He focused on social justice elements and he
embarked on a number of what we could call progressive projects, particularly around equality for
women. There was a mood of change at the Melbourne Cricket Club (MCC), with many women
holding ladies tickets pushing for change. I think this was a great impetus for John to grab that and to
make those changes, and to have women not only able to be members of the Melbourne Cricket Club
but also to have the white line experience at the Victoria Racing Club (VRC) at Flemington, which
also saw some changes. He was instrumental in the move of the Australian Open from Kooyong to, I
think, Flinders Park at the time.
There was a time when Mulgrave was thought to be the future demographic centre of Melbourne. The
VFL, in their wisdom, were looking to redevelop VFL Park out there and to create a mega stadium
which would cater for 157 000 people, which is well beyond the capacity of the MCG. But John as
Premier actually refused to approve the plans for the upgrade. Certainly it would have threatened the
Melbourne Cricket Club’s right—and the ground’s—to host the grand final in coming years.
John made changes to the FOI laws. It is fair to say, I think, that they do not function today exactly as
he envisaged. He had a couple of more colourful achievements. He brought in nude beaches and
legalised brothels, increased gambling and public drinking hours, extended retail shopping hours and
encouraged night-life in Melbourne.
I met John only a couple of times, each time at an event associated with cricket, one of his favourite
locations. I found myself a couple of times actually seated next to him. He was very easy to chat to.
We often talked politics, books and FOI. He was somewhat amused when I told him that I was a very
early beneficiary of the changes to the membership rules at the MCC and the VRC.
John was clearly very well-read, and I discovered that one of the reasons he had time to read was that
they were allowed to read books in the chamber. This sounded a little bit odd. I tried to work out when
that actually changed. We have been able to find the original standing orders from 1858, and standing
order XXXI says:
No Member shall read any newspaper, book, or letter, in his place, unless in addressing the Chair.

If that was the original standing order in 1858, things certainly changed. The practices and customs
became that it was not okay to read newspapers but it was to read books. John almost sighed as he
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said, ‘Oh, yes, we could read books’, and that was something he certainly took the opportunity to do.
In 1982 the standing orders changed again and prohibited newspapers and books being read in the
chamber. Robert Clark was able to point me to the 1982 standing orders with those changes. He just
happened to have them on hand and could text me within 10 minutes with the relevant section.
Whilst John’s time in Parliament may not have ended how he would have liked it to, his pursuit to
continue to serve the people and communities of Victoria, and of course sport, did not change. His life
post politics saw him become a Melbourne Cricket Ground trustee and an honorary life member of
the Melbourne and Olympic Parks Trust. His reputation in these fields was that he was sensible and
easy to deal with.
One of the words that kept popping up about John Cain from those who knew him was ‘integrity’. He
was very keen to separate his personal expenses from his work expenses. He was very tight with
biscuits in his office, and at one point he claimed $15.13 over two financial years for biscuits for his
office. He kept stamps in his office for his personal mail so that he did not mix up work and personal
matters. But he was also quite firm in his belief about accepting gifts. He had a little bit of an issue at
one time where a box of French champagne arrived at the office, courtesy of Sir Peter Abeles. Abeles,
we know, was a confidant of Kerry Packer and Bob Hawke, and his gifts and generosity were very
rarely refused. John was insistent that the 12 bottles of bubbly be sent back—very insistent. But it
actually caused a little bit of consternation in his office, because somebody had already popped the
cork on one of the bottles. His chief of staff had to race off and actually get a replacement bottle so
that they could send back a full dozen to Sir Peter Abeles.
Now, John also, in keeping his personal matters quite separate from work, set up a blind trust. On one
occasion when they were sharing a car, his manager of the blind trust mentioned to him a dwelling
that needed some attention. John absolutely chastised him for raising this—it was a roof that was about
to fall in—and he said, ‘I am not able to know that. Please do not raise this with me. Do not do that
again’. So he took these matters of personal integrity quite to heart. We know that when you appoint
somebody to manage a blind trust you need to have somebody who can manage money and you need
to have somebody who will look after your assets as if they were their own. I remain continually
amused that John appointed a Liberal to do that for him.
I would like to finish and place on the record my condolences to Nancye and his family. Your father
certainly left a legacy in the state of Victoria.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (13:10): I rise to support the condolence for the Honourable John Cain.
Melbourne’s northern suburbs have carried heavy hearts these past weeks since the passing of
Victoria’s 41st Premier, the Honourable John Cain. Here are some local reflections on someone who
so often was a familiar and reassuring presence in the Ivanhoe community that was his home.
There was a steady stream of inquiries to our electorate office in the lead-up to yesterday’s heartfelt
memorial service. Locals were anxious to be there, to share their memories, to pay their respects, to
give thanks and to show their support for John’s wife, Nancye, and the family. For so many people
the election of John Cain and the government he led was the first time generations of Victorians cast
a successful vote to elect a state Labor government. It changed their lives; the Cain government gave
moral and legislative effect to their values.
Anyone who heard Jon Faine’s final program on 774 last year with a panel of premiers past and present
could not fail to notice the sustained and heartfelt applause for John Cain and his reflections on public
life and public duty. Perhaps in part it was also an audience very familiar with John Cain’s premiership;
their aspirations were embodied in his decency and integrity. Thinking back to a time when that
generation was much younger, I better understand why I was sent off to school wearing a green and
gold ‘John Cain. For Victorians’ badge in grade 2 at Bell Primary School in West Preston in the
lead-up to the 1982 election. John Cain was the hope of the side for so many young families of the era
who needed a government that could give voice to their concerns and nurture and advance their
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interests. He had been doing that for years in both his legal practice in High Street, Preston, and as the
state member for Bundoora.
Funnily enough John Cain was a student for a time at Bell Primary, and he was always generous in
supporting the school at events on significant occasions over the years. Across the Ivanhoe electorate
John Cain was ever present. For many years he was a welcome guest in classrooms at Ivanhoe Primary
School, talking about civics, community action, Parliament and the people. From all reports, many
parents wished they had been able to swap places with their children for that class alone. The current
red-brick Ivanhoe Primary School was built in 1923, and the foundation stone carries the name of John
Cain, Sr, the past Labor Premier and member for Northcote when the seat clearly stretched a bit further
than it does today. I remember a discussion with John about it in recent times. He had apparently
arranged for the stone to be cleaned up; it was at his cost of course. It was one of several examples I
noted of the high regard he had for his father and his legacy in the community he served for 40 years.
John could always be counted on to do a shift or two at Ivanhoe Primary School at election time.
Voters would mill around, hang back and wait for a break in the queue so they could take a howto-vote card from John. It was a chance to have a chat and to renew acquaintances. It was getting
harder for him to stand throughout some of those shifts over the years, but he never complained; he
wanted to do his bit—a participant to the end. At one election some young blokes handing out for our
opponents—clearly not from the area—were overheard asking, ‘Who’s that bloke?’. They were
clearly exasperated by John Cain’s effective lock on the voters. He was a voter magnet. Our opponents
were always happy when John left the polling booth. Usually, as you know, Speaker, it was to hand
out in his old seat of Bundoora. I could not quite convince him to stay in Ivanhoe. He had a great
regard for so many of those long-term party members who had worked on past campaigns for him—
Brian and Ellen Smiddy certainly come to mind.
It may have been Labor warhorse Pat Kennelly who said something like, ‘Any win is a good win. The
smaller the margin, the better. There are fewer people to thank’. Preselections and elections in Ivanhoe
were close-run contests in 2009–10. John Cain played a defining role in our 2010 Ivanhoe campaign
launch. The incumbent Labor MP had resigned months earlier, and history shows that the government
would change at the subsequent election. John agreed to introduce our guest speaker, the then
Treasurer, John Lenders. He took the opportunity to rally party members, community activists and
friends to back Labor. It needed someone of John’s gravitas, his authority and capacity to command
respect, to forge that unity of purpose and to give us confidence and self-belief. He followed up with
a kindly letter the next day predicting a win for us locally and said he was heartened by our speech
reflecting Labor values, which he found ‘refreshing’. We withstood a withering 9 per cent swing
locally, but as to leadership and momentum, John gave us that when we needed it most.
Over the years you would see this commitment at street stalls in Ivanhoe as John would be on his walk
to the shops. He would stop to chat to you, and then local residents would stop to chat to him. He would
say, ‘Have you met your local member?’. In part, you could see what some of them were thinking: ‘If
it’s good enough for John Cain to stand alongside the Labor candidate, maybe I could too’.
John provided the same steady advice and support for our new federal member, Kate Thwaites, at her
first election last year. It was loyalty to the party, the candidate and the cause; it was fidelity to party
members and the people—the voters. In past years, with our former federal member, the Honourable
Jenny Macklin, we would host seniors morning tea events in Bellfield. There was often a big crowd
and plenty of Q and As, but John Cain would bob up in the audience. He would set out the case for
Labor, touch on the work we were doing as local MPs and encourage people to back us in. He could
carry the day. He could always sense when his personal conviction could make a difference.
John was a regular commuter on the Hurstbridge line from Ivanhoe station. Let us just say the express
services are popular; however, in his coat and hat, John was a familiar figure, and invariably fellow
commuters were insistent that Mr Cain have their seat. He was usually offered several. He really did
put a smile on people’s faces. They would catch his eye and say ‘G’day, John’ or ‘Hello, Mr Cain’.
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Like many locals, I will miss those walks with him, like the one I did today, from Jolimont through
Fitzroy Gardens to the Treasury Place office and Parliament. We would talk of the latest political
happenings, and I would glean insights into the history of our state from one who was there. I always
felt a sense of renewed purpose and was often given some extra tasks and homework to report back on.
Much of the Ivanhoe electorate to the north, across Viewbank, Macleod, Rosanna and West
Heidelberg, had at different times been part of the Bundoora electorate John represented for 16 years.
Two lasting legacies deserve mention here. There is the West Heidelberg Community Legal Service,
which John was patron of for many years, and is now part of the Banyule Community Health service.
In his own words in the book The Centre: 40 Years of Banyule Community Health, John said:
West Heidelberg had this community health service, and an ally of that was a legal advice service.
Bill—

Newton, the CEO—
invited me to volunteer at West Heidelberg. We were all volunteers. We were seen as an interim emergency
service; operating on a shoestring with no secretarial support and no facilities.
…
What’s been achieved here over the years has been terrific.

To this day the service provides advocacy to locals and policy submissions to governments and boards
of inquiry. It is a service that owes much to John’s willingness to volunteer his time and legal skills to
help get the service established and then support such services across the state as Attorney-General
and Premier.
In recent years John expressed in strong terms the need to protect neighbourhood character in our
community, and he was right to say that it was a core issue across Ivanhoe. We agreed that to be in
there fighting for residents at council meetings or at VCAT and holding developers to account was so
important, even at times you could not win. The long-term work with the Minister for Planning to
secure mandatory height controls in Ivanhoe in part had its genesis in these conversations about
planning and restoring integrity, accountability and transparency to the planning decisions in our area,
which have previously been the subject of often ignored guidelines.
In recent times John also expressed a strong desire to see a greater community purpose for John Cain
Memorial Park. I know the member for Northcote and the Premier would also have been well briefed
by John through his advocacy to ensure this public space, which bears his father’s name, regains its
lustre as a sport and recreational centrepiece in the northern suburbs.
At the recent VicHealth awards I acknowledged John’s abiding interest in and advocacy for the public
health institution his government established. It was very clear that public health advocates and
petitioners have not forgotten his pioneering leadership. Sometime before, John had written to me, and
I quote:
… enclosing a copy of the paper prepared, recalling the facts around the evolution of VicHealth.
I repeat, the real result was a successful confrontation with the Tobacco industry.

He had kindly listed a range of other available papers on policy outcomes delivered by his government,
many of which have been well canvassed since his passing.
In his memoir John drew on his father’s philosophy, which had helped shaped his own outlook. He
wrote that:
The lifelong credo that emerged was that for society to function smoothly government had to provide stability,
decency and integrity, and it had to act to protect those values.

So today we commit ourselves to strive for the heights laid out by word and in deed by John Cain. On
behalf of the Ivanhoe ALP branch, of which John was a member for so many years, and of the
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communities across the Ivanhoe electorate, we express our deepest condolences to John’s wife,
Nancye, and their children, John, James and Joanne, and their families. Vale, John Cain.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (13:20): It may come as a huge surprise to you and many members in the
chamber that I actually was not in Parliament when John Cain was in. I make that point particularly to
the member for Warrandyte, who was insisting that I was in here with former Premier John Cain. But
I came in much, much, much later. John Cain left the Parliament in August 1992; I did not come in
until October 1992. John Cain served as Victorian Premier from 1982 to 1990, after 27 years of Liberal
government. John Cain went on to see Labor win three election victories and is still the longest serving
Labor Premier. This is a proud record and one our side of the chamber hopes that he maintains.
John Cain led a number of important projects in Victoria which had a lasting impact, such as the
development of Southbank in Melbourne, establishing the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation—
VicHealth—and the Transport Accident Commission. The Cain government introduced a number of
modernising reforms to Victoria, such as opening up business trading hours, extending hours for hotels
and nightclubs and tighter gun control. But most importantly for all of us who are infatuated with
footy, he introduced football on Sundays. Premier Cain was a great supporter of Melbourne as a great
sporting capital of Australia, famously refusing to allow an upgrade to the VFL headquarters in case
it challenged the MCG as the rightful host of the AFL Grand Final. We in the east loved Waverley
Park, and I remember being on the front line of a protest with a former member for Dandenong, John
Pandazopoulos, marching the streets in protest against the move to make sure the MCG was the
rightful host of the AFL Grand Final.
We could not believe at the time that he was actually going to move the Australian Open tennis
tournament from Kooyong, with its beautiful grass courts, to Melbourne Park. But he was right—he
was very right. It was a move many of us fought against, but when you look at what happened over
the last Australian Open, where there were more than 800 000 fans that attended the Australian Open,
which is now bigger than the US Open, it is hard to believe. So it was an incredible, courageous
decision. He also challenged conventions, pushing back against the Victoria Racing Club and
Melbourne Cricket Club ban on female members, and as Shadow Special Minister of State I am
mindful of the Cain government’s introduction of the freedom of information laws and the
independent institution of the Office of Public Prosecutions—and it was the first jurisdiction in the
country to do so.
Members on both sides have spoken about his politeness and courtesy to all. Politics is often known
as a rough-and-tumble business, yet he maintained his integrity and decency while campaigning for
three victories as Premier. When frustrated by colleagues not supporting urgent economic reforms, he
chose to retire as Premier rather than back down. When Mr Cain came into Parliament on many, many
occasions during his retirement we had many chats, and he was always incredibly respectful and
decent and had a wide knowledge across many, many issues.
I offer my sincere condolences to Mrs Cain and to his family and many friends.
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning) (13:24): I am one of only three people in this Parliament who actually worked for John Cain:
me, the Special Minister of State and the member for Broadmeadows, who will be making a
contribution to this condolence motion today.
John Cain, Sr, was my first political hero. The first time I met John Cain was in 1981 when I was a social
worker. Back then I worked on the public housing towers in Flemington and their amenities at that time
were, frankly, Dickensian. For example, families had communal laundries. If they wanted to wash their
clothes, they had to boil water in an old copper. That was the state of their laundries at that point. The
conditions, frankly, were simply unacceptable. But then I met John Cain, the then leader of the state
opposition, and he promised to fix the mess and bring public housing towers back up to standard. When
he became Premier, John Cain did not forget the public housing towers, because prior to his
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parliamentary career he spent years acting for housing tenants at his law practice in Melbourne’s north.
John Cain modernised the housing estates. He ensured thousands of Victoria’s most disadvantaged
residents lived in decent conditions. He made a difference to the lives of the people I worked with, and
in the process he politicised me. I was so impressed by the integrity and the vision of John Cain that I
joined the Australian Labor Party. I am standing where I am right now because of John Cain.
Fast-forward to the late 1980s. At that point I was working as an electorate officer for Barry Pullen, a
former member of this place in the upper house, in his office in Fitzroy. At that time the State
Electricity Commission wanted to put an overhead high-voltage powerline down the middle of the
Merri Creek, ruining what is now one of the inner north’s most loved open spaces. For people who
remember that history, it was the Brunswick to Richmond powerline dispute. Community groups had
fought hard against the overhead powerline for more than a decade, and things were becoming heated.
So Barry sent me to the community blockade. I have to say I was really shocked. The community
protest was intensifying and police horses had been called in. I thought it was escalating into a crisis.
I went back to our electorate office and wrote a memo to Barry. And how did Barry respond? In typical
Barry fashion; he told me to catch a tram to Spring Street, go and knock on the Premier’s door and tell
John Cain what I thought. I thought, ‘You’ve got to be kidding, Barry. Are you serious?’. I mean, I
was just a humble electorate officer. But he said, ‘You’ll go up there, and John will see you’. Barry
was right. John Cain did see me. John Cain listened to me too. The mounted police were called off,
the crisis was averted and, in the end, ultimately, the powerline was put underground. Merri Creek
was saved for future generations.
One final vignette: I was assigned to work on John Cain’s second successful campaign. My task was
to work in the print room of our then state office, which was in Drummond Street—
Mr Pearson: Was Betty there?
Mr WYNNE: The print room was in fact run by the indomitable Betty, and my task—
Mr Andrews: Colin Thorpe.
Mr WYNNE: Yes, Colin Thorpe as well. My task was to be part of the night shift on this ancient
folding and inserting machine. Now, this was groundbreaking in terms of campaigning. We had
actually worked out as a party that direct mail at that time was probably a pretty effective way of
campaigning.
Mr Andrews: Don’t give up your secrets, Richard.
Mr WYNNE: I give up no secrets, Premier. And this campaign was in the middle of summer, so
you can imagine what it was like—noisy. It was horrendous, and I was on the night shift. Of course
this was well into the campaign and all of the strategic meetings that were being held were held in the
Drummond Street headquarters and often late at night. To my complete amazement, as we were
ploughing away in there with the noise and all of this going on, John Cain came down to visit us. He
did not have to do that. He came down to visit us, as the people who were working on the campaign,
simply to thank us for all the work that we were doing for that campaign, which was ultimately of
course the successful second of his three triumphs. It speaks so much to who this great person was.
I thought of those stories when John died two days shy of Christmas. I thought about them because
for me they reveal more about the man than his deeply impressive achievements. A factional insurgent
with The Participants, a crusading politician who led Victorian Labor out of the wilderness, as the
Premier has indicated, after 27 years, a trailblazing Premier who paved the way for the Labor
administrations of Joan Kirner, Steve Bracks, John Brumby and now Daniel Andrews. They reveal
more about the man because they highlight his fundamental decency, integrity and humanity.
You see, the ultimate measure of a politician is how they behave when and if they gain power, and
John Cain was scrupulous with power. He went to extreme lengths in the public rather than the private
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interest. Other speakers, including the Premier and opposition members, have highlighted many of
those through their contributions. But he also took the time, when he was the most powerful person in
this state, to ensure Victorians in public housing could wash their clothes and Victorians in public
protests were not trampled by horses. What is my point? John Cain wore power lightly.
Maybe that is why for too long his monumental achievements have been underestimated and his
contribution to the Australian Labor Party and public life misunderstood and, in some circumstances,
misrepresented. As John said in his political memoir, published in 1995 at the height of the Kennett
government when many Labor people were turning their backs on the Cain legacy:
We were like every government—good and bad mixed together. But unlike most we were blamed for things
others did, and criticised by many of those who benefited from our policies.

He was right. John Cain was often right, and he never sugar-coated the truth. I learned that the hard
way over the years as Lord Mayor, backbencher, parliamentary secretary and finally here as a minister,
whenever I was fortunate enough to spend time with John. I would see John down in Spring Street—
he was always out and about—or I would see John at an event. He was always serving in one capacity
or another on the institutions he loved, particularly the State Library of Victoria, or I would see John
for a cup of tea at the Old Treasury Building. His door was always open to journalists or students or
authors or former social workers like me. Whenever I saw John, he would start by having a swipe at
the factions, a subject of abiding and, can I say, understandable interest and indeed, in some respects,
animosity. Then he would get down to the serious business of prosecuting the case for progressive
policies and programs.
That last point about John’s inherently progressive instinct is important. You see John Cain’s
achievements were much more than the 16 years he served as the member for Bundoora, the 11 in
which he led the Victorian Labor Party and the eight years and four months he served as Premier.
After all, this was a man who spent decades in public service, both before his election in 1976 and
indeed after his retirement in 1992, and most of that public service was of course voluntary.
But what is apparent now, far more so than when he resigned the premiership in 1990, is that the Cain
government is one of the cornerstones of Marvellous Melbourne 2.0. It was the Cain administration
that took the arts investment of Sir Rupert Hamer’s government and ran with it. It was Cain who
opened up Southbank. It was Cain who created a more progressive, cosmopolitan culture here in
Victoria. It was Cain who, through initiatives like Melbourne Park, secured Victoria’s place as the
sporting capital of the nation, not to mention the countless achievements already mentioned of course
by previous speakers.
One last story, if I may. The last time I saw John Cain was about six weeks before his stroke. It was at
the Evan Walker Conversation, an annual event hosted by the John Cain Foundation. I am pleased to
say I played a part in its formation. It was a wonderful night. After all, I got to talk about Evan Walker
and to talk to John Cain. Someone took a photo of John and me together. In the picture, John and I are
standing shoulder to shoulder, and we are both very happy with the night. I will forever treasure that
photo, and I cannot believe my hero has gone. My condolences to his wonderful wife, Nancye, and
his children, Joanne, John and James. John’s legacy will live on, not only through his achievements in
public life but also through his foundation. Vale, John Cain.
Dr READ (Brunswick) (13:36): I rise to speak on behalf of the Victorian Greens on the condolence
motion remembering John Cain, Premier of Victoria from 1982 to 1990. Victoria was very different
before the Cain government. Melbourne contained only about 2.5 million people. We had men-only
clubs and cigarettes were advertised everywhere, particularly on billboards, even outside hospitals.
Victoria’s road death toll was 709 in 1982 compared to less than half of that now when we have twice
the population. Shops closed at midday on Saturday and retirees caught buses to New South Wales to
play the pokies in the clubs.
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When John Cain’s Labor government was elected after 27 years of Liberal government there was a
palpable sense of excitement at Melbourne University, where I was a young student. He oversaw many
important changes in our state, but I will remember him as an MP who stood up for the interests of the
people over those of clubs and businesses. In particular, his government took great strides in population
health. As a medical student I was a close observer of the campaign against cigarette advertising being
run by various health groups. Cain and his ministers, particularly David White, were persuaded by the
evidence and moved to ban cigarette advertising from Victoria. They did this despite prolonged and
well-funded opposition from tobacco companies and from the many tobacco-company-sponsored
clubs and sporting and cultural events. It would have been easier for John Cain to have just decided to
pick his battles and leave that one for next time. Instead, his government established VicHealth, which
was the world’s first health promotion body to be funded by a tax on tobacco and devoted to promoting
health and wellbeing. VicHealth effectively bought out tobacco sponsorship, replacing it with health
promotion. That he persevered in rolling back cigarette advertising without doubt prevented thousands
of cases of premature death and disability.
His government also established the Transport Accident Commission in 1986, making accident
prevention an important part of its role. This has coincided with a remarkable fall in road deaths over
subsequent decades.
You will recall the gun law reforms introduced by John Howard in the mid-1990s after the Port Arthur
massacre. In the years following that, gun deaths in Australia fell by a significant percentage in every
state but not in Victoria. The reason was that Victoria had already experienced a sustained drop in the
number of gun deaths over the previous decade because of gun law reforms instituted by the Cain
government following the Hoddle Street and Queen Street massacres. So again we were many years
ahead of other states in a simple public health reform that had substantial effect.
But, more than anything, including today, people have referred to John Cain’s integrity. He took the
independence of high office so seriously that he actually dismissed the state Governor for accepting a
free airfare, something that caused a lot of controversy at the time and would have been quite a test of
his willingness to stick to his principles. He would not see lobbyists, apparently, insisting that ministers
deal with stakeholders directly; and they did not always get what they wanted. One example was the
longstanding commercial pressure to set up a casino in Melbourne. John Cain saw right through them.
He was quoted last year, with his characteristic trademark candour, as saying, ‘When I left in August
1990 we’d had them battering the door down for all those years. Within three weeks of me going
they’d not only battered the door down but they were in the lounge room pissing on the furniture’.
He also resisted pressure to legalise poker machines, which he said were run by a greedy industry
exploitative of the low-income earners, the vulnerable and the addicted. The point is that John Cain
stood for the interests of the low-income earners and the vulnerable. His government, after all, brought
us WorkCare. He stood for women, bringing us the Equal Opportunity Act 1984 and insisting on equal
membership rights, as other speakers have described, in various clubs in Melbourne. He stood for
nature, bringing us the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 and establishing the Alpine National Park.
So we remember John Cain for both his achievements and his personal qualities, both of which set a
very high standard for us to attempt to follow. On behalf of the Greens I offer our condolences to
Nancye and her family and to John Cain’s friends and colleagues in the Labor Party and the many
Victorians who valued his work.
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (13:41): On 3 April 1982 Victorians swept John Cain’s Labor Party to government
with a handsome majority of 49 seats—handsome, as he described it himself. This was to be the first
Victorian Labor government since 1955 after 27 years in the wilderness. How fitting it was too that it
was John Cain who led the party back to government after the 1955 split, which saw the collapse of
the Labor government of his father, John Cain, Sr. I was in my last year of high school in April 1982.
I am sure everyone can calculate my age now, but that is fine. I am living the dream, and I have only
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just started so will keep going. I was in my last year of high school in April 1982, so unfortunately I
was very disappointed I could not actually exercise a vote in that election. I had never lived through a
state Labor government—ever. For all of you who are younger—ever. It is a long time. I had only
known three years of a federal Labor government. So these were arid, lean times for an entire
generation. But that was all about to change thanks to John, who lead a formidable team into
government. I cannot explain how alive I felt, and hopeful too, that Labor’s time to shine had come to
bring about real and lasting reforms for working people, their families, women, migrants and the
environment, and the list goes on.
But John also knew the risks, and he was clear not just about what was to be done but how it was to
be done. He wrote some time ago about those early days of his government. What he said was that the
conservative establishment in Victoria saw the Labor governments of the 1920s to the 1950s as
aberrations—temporary interruptions in the occupancy of the Treasury bench by those born to rule.
Upon being elected he reflected, and I quote:
… we knew early we wanted to be a government of more than one term, with long-term vision, policies and
strategies.

Apart from John’s significant and lasting policy achievements delivered in a record three consecutive
terms, by far, in my opinion, his greatest unspoken achievement was to have earned the trust of
Victorians so that Labor could govern beyond just one or two terms and could become the party of
choice of the Victorian people for the major part of the ensuing decades. His government laid to rest
the often-quoted phrase up until then that Victoria was the Liberal Party’s jewel in the crown. I cannot
remember the last time I heard that comment, and I never want to hear it again. John was well known
for being clear of mind and opinion and steadfast with a deep integrity and honesty that set the standard
for all of us. One story that I have often heard repeated over the years by a past convener of the
Melbourne University ALP Club, which was recently shared on his Facebook page, was this: ‘Such
was the probity of John Cain that when I wrote to him as Melbourne University ALP Club convener
in 1982 to ask him to give, as the new Victorian Labor Premier, that year’s Chifley Memorial Lecture
and enclosed a copy of the previous year’s published lecture, which sold for $1, a cheque came to the
club from the state Treasury soon after for $1’. By way of living up to John’s probity standards I should
disclose that Andrew Scott was the Melbourne University ALP Club convener at the time, and I have
heard this story repeated many, many times over the years. Andrew Scott is my husband. I had better
put that on the record.
There were also of course John’s technology-averse stories. One of my own in recent times—and
Speaker, you will know these stories and will have shared maybe even this one experience—is a visit
to the Bundoora Italian pensioners annual Christmas lunch, I think it was, last year, which he was
always invited to and would most of the time be able to attend. On that occasion I was late. I rushed
in, grabbed a seat next to John and promptly responded to some urgent text messages before doing the
table rounds—a big mistake. He proceeded to tick me off by simply saying that these devices were
not a substitute for getting out there, meeting people, shaking hands, saying hello and connecting.
Now, I was not going to argue with him, despite the fact that I had many, many good excuses for my
misdemeanour—very many good reasons—and I was actually about to get up and do the rounds of
the tables. But look, you just took it. He was always a wonderful man, a servant of the public, always
a wise counsel and someone who deserves respect because he certainly worked for it for many, many
decades in his service to the community.
He was about making life better for all people. For the northern suburbs of Melbourne, that included
better access to public transport. At the time the new suburb of Mill Park was also within the Bundoora
electorate. One of his legacies of course was the Western Ring Road, connecting the northern suburbs
and the western suburbs—used by thousands of commuters daily and growing. The 86 tram route to
Bundoora was extended by him.
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We had not known public transport infrastructure before then, not where we lived. We had not known
it. That is important for us to reflect on. His government used infrastructure like this to better connect
the community. He recognised that being connected opened up opportunities like education and
employment to people, and that meant opening up government: departments, decision-makers, service
delivery agents—all of those. If you opened all those up to ordinary people, that was democracy,
because they could influence what it was that they were to receive in terms of a service, an outcome
or a benefit and not just have centralised governments and departments taking from communities; it
was about how it was to be returned back to people.
We have of course John’s leadership to thank for establishing a world-renowned class of national
parks and conservation areas. His government created the Alpine, Grampians, Coopracambra,
Errinundra, Mitchell River, Tarra-Bulga and Point Nepean national parks. Significant additions were
also made to the Snowy River and Little Desert national parks. The government also enshrined in
legislation strong protection for areas of exceptional natural value, known as wilderness areas, and
then created the Avon Wilderness Park. These changes did not come easily. We know that; we know
these things do not come easily. There was a lot of tension at the time. Forestry workers and forestry
unions were in opposition to this, but he knew it was the right thing to do. As has been shared by others
before me, being in government is not just about economic units that exist and can be quantified,
analysed and valued on a scale in an electoral sense; sometimes things need to be done for their
inherent value, because that is what makes us, I suppose, all connected.
He made a declaration to keep Victoria nuclear free. He also saw the passage of one of the first climate
change strategies in the world—the greenhouse challenge, as it was called—which was released in
1989. The greenhouse challenge proposed a five-part greenhouse strategy, which included areas of
work still relevant today: research, emissions reduction, education, planning and national coordination.
A greenhouse unit was established to coordinate further development and implementation of the
strategy and to supervise, promote and develop policy responses. Through this challenge his
government was ahead of the curve on a number of issues that are still unfortunately top of mind
decades later.
During this critical period he introduced regulations on the manufacture and sale of aerosol products
and waste management measures for ozone-depleting substances, promoted energy conservation by
householders through the Keep Vic Fit campaign and set up a task force to examine ways of easing
traffic congestion and greenhouse gases in inner Melbourne. His government announced a program to
track trends in climate and sea level changes and to promote information on the progressive effects of
such changes, including work to understand the potential impact for Victoria’s rare or threatened fauna
under a number of different climate change scenarios, and of course there was also the Flora and Fauna
Guarantee Act 1988. John also led the first step towards modernising the energy sector through the
Victorian Solar Energy Council and the State Electricity Commission’s demand management strategy
in 1989.
We know of course that John recognised and challenged the exclusion of women from membership
of large and powerful sporting bodies such as Melbourne Cricket Club and the Victoria Racing Club.
Using the argument that these institutions conducted their business on public land, he pressured the
MCC and racing clubs into opening membership rights to women. As one woman wrote to John at the
time, in a democracy, Crown land should be available to every citizen. John wanted to see real action
as well as a theoretical commitment. Then, as now, it took over 20 years to reach the top of the waiting
list at the MCG, so as John told the ABC in an interview in 2018, a happy compromise was struck
with an arrangement where existing members could relinquish their ladies tickets in favour of a woman
seeking to become a club member. This, he said, satisfied the innermost feelings of exclusivity and
power amongst the existing male membership and meant that women were quickly admitted to full
membership. His advocacy for women’s rights to participate fully in all aspects of life and his
commitment to the practical achievement of policy goals is an example to all of us in our roles as
legislators and administrators.
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There were many other reforms, too many to mention, but the ones that very much meant a lot to me
at the time—and still do, of course—were seminal reforms in the establishment of the Occupational
Health and Safety Commission, workers compensation laws, the establishment of the first ever
Victorian Ethnic Affairs Commission and reforms to liquor licensing. Victoria as we know it now is
just absolutely unrecognisable—and all for the better. His ongoing and robust advocacy in promoting
people and equality was driven by an enduring commitment to openness of government and promoting
better government decision-making and greater public participation in government. Government had
to be open to all. It had to work for the people; it had to work for people who had been locked out of
government for too long.
John was a giant and a legend. I will not necessarily replicate the member for Richmond’s earlier
comments, but I can certainly understand that he was your hero and many other people’s hero. I might
actually borrow your term and say he was also my hero. To his family—to his wife, Nancye, and to
Joanne, James and John and all their families—my deepest condolences. His legacy will live on for
generations to come, and we have all been lucky to have had him serve not just the people of Victoria
but each and every one of us in the way of public service and what matters most, without wasting a
single day in government.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (13:54): I am very pleased to rise and make a contribution on this
condolence motion for the recent passing of Mr John Cain. This was a man who played a central role
in bringing in important reforms to the legal and social system in Victoria. Many of the reforms were
groundbreaking, particularly for those of us who practised the law and particularly for me over
35 years of practice as a private practice lawyer in Victoria. He graduated from Melbourne University
law school in 1952, and after completing his articles in the firm of John Galbally, he started his own
practice in Preston.
He joined the Law Institute of Victoria council in 1967 and became the president in 1972. From 1973
to 1976 he was an executive member of the Law Institute of Victoria. This was a feat—becoming
president of the law institute as a suburban or a rural practitioner—that was something to really
recognise. At a time when we continued to see most of our law institute presidents come from the big
city law firms, it was a real treat to see someone like John Cain in the position. I can say that very
shortly after in the years that followed we had a law institute president from Shepparton. So these were
feats that were not unrecognised throughout the legal profession.
There were years when he was president of the law institute that notice was taken of suburban lawyers
and of regional lawyers, and I believe he always had a soft spot for Shepparton—something that we
in Shepparton recognised and appreciated. Among his legacies at the law institute was working with
former presidents the Honourable Bernard Teague and the Honourable Tony Smith to reform the
disciplinary process around lawyers, making it independent and transparent. The establishment of the
Legal Practice Board was very important to the management of the legal profession in those days and
created an arms-length process for all of us. He was honoured by the law institute in 1998 with life
membership.
In 1976 he entered Parliament as the Labor member for Bundoora. This was at a time of really
significant change in our community. We had the Fitzroy Legal Service, we had the West Heidelberg
Legal Service, we had young lawyers going off to the Northern Territory and working for legal aid
services, law councils and land councils in those days. It was a very vibrant time in the law.
I think when John Cain came into power as the Premier of Victoria in 1982 he arrived at a time when
there was a real impetus to achieve significant social change in our society. In the legal profession we
did not really want to see it happen. He made a whole lot of things happen that probably a lot of
practising lawyers did not want to see, particularly in the private practice field. He made significant
changes to conveyancing laws. Conveyancing had been the bread and butter of lawyers. He introduced
the vendor’s statement, something that really gave consumers who were buying land a lot more of a
safety net than they had previously had.
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He introduced the Transport Accident Commission. He introduced WorkSafe—WorkCare, as it was
then called. These were massive changes in a legal sense because, again, these areas were bread and
butter for lawyers—the compensation cases that used to run for many years. In a situation where
people had to be involved in extensive litigation, it was costly, and often the results of it did not achieve
the outcome that was best for the person who had been injured. They were amazing achievements.
He established the office of the Director of Public Prosecutions to create a more efficient and
independent system by removing the criminal prosecution process from the political arena, and that
has been adopted throughout Australia since.
John Cain was a social justice advocate who played a pivotal role in improving Victoria’s and
ultimately the whole of Australia’s justice system. I remember him well for his initiation of reforms in
relation to mental health in the state. The Mental Health Act was introduced in 1986. In the 1980s this
was still an era of standalone mental hospitals. There was Willsmere, there was Larundel, there was
Mont Park, there was Royal Park, there was Mayday Hills in Beechworth, there were Aradale and
Brierly, and there was Lakeside in Bendigo. Many of these names are now nothing more than faint
recollections to the people who worked in them. For those people, seeing change brought about in the
mental health system in those years was very important. My first husband in those years was training
as a specialist psychiatrist. I got to live at Larundel and I got to live at Mayday Hills during his training
years. These were institutions really embedded in the past, so it was truly a fundamental change that
John Cain brought about in his government by introducing the Mental Health Act in 1986. There were
100 amendments to that legislation when it was brought before this house before it was passed. He
introduced, probably most fundamentally, in that legislation the requirement that those patients in
mental health hospitals who were involuntary patients had to be regularly seen and assessed. They had
been forgotten people in many ways.
So while this legislation was pivotal then, I suspect that John Cain now, looking at the fact that we
have a royal commission into mental health, would be very pleased to see that because it has been a
long time since those changes were brought about in good faith, and they need to be looked at again.
I do not doubt that he would welcome the changes that will come in this area because he clearly saw
them as something that needed to be done.
I do not think there is anyone in this place who cannot appreciate how difficult it would be to have a
family member with mental health problems. As a community and as a society, we all know how
incredibly hard it is to find a solution that is the right solution, that is the right treatment, that is the
right place to put people when they are suffering from mental illness. It is a huge challenge, and I trust
it is one that we in this community here in 2020 will be able to meet in a way that will do them justice.
John Cain’s passing is a great loss to the legal community, but his legacy of contributing to improve
the legal system will not be forgotten. He modernised it, he brought it forward, and there has been so
much built on it in the years since then.
I was at the memorial service yesterday, and I appreciate what a very significant person John Cain was
to his family. It was truly moving to hear those accounts of family life. I did not know him personally,
but he had an influence on so many of us. I think his work is much appreciated. My deepest
condolences go to his wife, Nancye, and his three children and their families.
The SPEAKER: Given the large number of members still wishing to speak, and I understand with
the agreement of all sides of the house, I intend to suspend the sitting of the house for a short break.
Sitting suspended 2.02 pm until 2.35 pm.
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (14:36): I rise to recognise the outstanding contribution of John Cain, Jr. I think quite often
you use words to describe people, and we have heard a lot of language used here today: decent, honest,
integrity. They are things that roll off the tongue when you talk about John Cain, but the word that
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comes to my mind is ‘colossus’. You might not think John, with his almost diminutive size and
demeanour, would be a colossus, but he was in so many ways because as a man he showed us the way.
There are many people in this chamber who owe many parts of their professional life to John Cain, to
his tutelage, to his legacy and to his continued regard and effort to engage us all around the need to be
better people, to be better politicians, to be clear about the values that we espouse and to ensure that
we live true to those values and make every day a winner with the opportunities that present. John
Cain was, in the truest sense of the word, a Labor legend—a man of integrity who also never forgot
what put him into Parliament. What put him here was his burning desire to ensure that he left this
place, not this chamber of parliamentary debate but this state, better. And he did it in so many ways.
Now, Shakespeare once said that the good men do ‘is oft interred with their bones’. And I apologise
to the female members of Parliament, but it was the 16th century. The good men do is oft interred with
their bones, but I cannot help but think that that is really just a demonstration of a modern predicament
where far too often we want to move on and forget. Far too often we do not pay sufficient regard to
the enormous legacy and support and the things that have been achieved as a consequence of John
Cain and his legacy. As the 41st Premier of Victoria he was, in every sense of the word, a decent
man—a man whose decency shaped the tone, the flavour and the capacity of his government.
John’s electoral successes are well documented—and I do not need to go through them—leading
Labor to three consecutive victories. Two of those victories, might I say, were won on primary votes
a long time ago, but what it does tell us is he was also a vote magnet. So his success in the 1980s was
in no small part delivered because of his personal popularity and his persona. As a person he was
infectious, not in the way that you would get gooey-eyed but in that you could not help being
enamoured of his passion and his belief and his values and you felt almost a lesser person if you could
not justify why you were not living up to the values that John thought every true Labor member of
Parliament should.
Now his son James in his eulogy recently said that John would always start a conversation with, ‘Have
you got a minute?’. Many on this side of Parliament might recall that phrase. It sends a shiver down
my spine because John was, amongst other things, chronologically challenged and a minute was never
a minute. But every second was always well spent, and I mean that quite genuinely. He was not only
a reformer but he believed that he had to enable others to reform and to change because he saw that
all he could achieve was going to be considered in the context of how his party was regarded and how
ultimately people perceived the changes that he had been able to effect in people not just in the
community, so he liberalised Victoria’s economy, he extended Saturday trading hours and he extended
hotel hours.
I can tell you as a Victorian by choice that when I moved here in 1983 I did not think I was going to
stay very long. We were the un-fun capital of Australia back in the early 1980s; there is no doubt about
it. But John actually had a regard for our place in the world and indeed the need to reform and change
and to give young people in particular some sense of the vitality of this state. VFL football was played
on Sundays. He reformed the state’s legal system. He invested in the things that mattered like public
schools, health care and law reform. We all know the stories.
But perhaps the greatest achievement in many respects was John’s willingness to be a deep thinker, a
student of history and a deft conversationalist. He liked to say that there was no replacement for hard
work and good policy, and he lived that philosophy every day of his life.
As Premier Bracks’s chief of staff I had many interactions with John Cain, but one which I think will
be a salutary lesson to me about the difference in people’s personalities came after the 2002 election
when, filled with joie de vivre as I was, surrounded by other Labor apparatchiks engaging and
backslapping and patting each other, I saw John alone in the distance and I raced up to him and I
hugged him. I got about as flaccid a response as a prime minister at a bushfire tour, I can tell you. He
looked at me in his most gruff way and he said, ‘You’re quite an emotional sort of fellow, aren’t you?’.
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The great thing about John was that despite all of the changes that he made, fundamentally he remained
the same. He never changed his values, and for that I think we all owe him a great deal of gratitude.
I want to thank John and I want to thank Nancye. You cannot have a great member of Parliament, you
cannot have a great Premier and you cannot have somebody who spends every day of his life looking
to make the world a better place—John Cain was that person—without the love and support of their
family. And of course John was ably supported by Nancye, but the children that they had—Joanne,
John and James—are just great people, great people who have all made contributions in their own
ways but people who could not have made those contributions unless they had been empowered and
enabled by John Cain as a father and as a mentor.
On behalf of the people of Victoria I want to make one final observation before I part, and that is that
way back in the 1980s before John Cain came to power—an article by James Campbell made this
observation about him—the state was not so much run by politicians or by Parliament as by the
departments and the agencies, the statutory authorities that had been established—the Gas and Fuel
Corporation of Victoria, the State Electricity Commission of Victoria—
A member: The MMBW.
Mr PALLAS: The Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works—you have got it. Indeed the
rumour was that if the Premier wanted to meet the chief executive of the MMBW, he had to seek an
appointment and go down and visit them. So by reforming the way that our statutory authorities
operated, by making sure that essentially there were levels of accountability in this process and by
extracting dividends for the good of the public at large, John Cain asserted probably one of the most
fundamental things that as a community we should all be proud of, and that is the power, the right and
the responsibility of the people and their elected representatives to make the choices and decisions that
affect people’s lives. That, I think, was the greatest legacy John Cain left us.
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (14:45): I rise to also mark the contribution of John Cain through this condolence
motion. I do so to particularly pay my respects to the way in which he led this state and the reform of
this state and its institutions, this Parliament and particularly the Australian Labor Party, and the way
in which all of these have been shaped for the better by his contribution.
Similar to the story from my friend the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, I first
met John in the few months before his successful 1982 election. We had at Monash the Arthur Calwell
Memorial Lecture, which was always an interesting event. We had John out for the launch of the John
Cain ‘Vote V for Victoria’ campaign in the then marginal seat of Syndal, which our ALP club
candidate, the one-term member for Syndal, David Gray, handsomely took—by the margin of about
200 votes—off the Liberal Party. We thought that winning elections and changing the state was pretty
exciting stuff. As a 19-year-old I had one campaign and one victory, a pretty good batting ratio. ‘And
how hard was that?’, we all thought.
Now with the benefit of hindsight and so many, many opportunities to consider the achievements of
the Cain government, I now know it to be the template for success of a modern Labor social democratic
government: how to respect the evolving role of what his party was about; how to govern the state in
the interests of those people who need that interventionist, activist and reformist government to use
the instruments of state power to make people’s lives better; how to set up a framework and
institutional arrangements where the rights of minorities and of those marginalised are extended and
used to shift power and resources of our society to the interests of those people who, but for that shift,
would face institutional neglect, making their lives all too often nastier, more brutal and shorter; how
to extend the right to workers compensation to places of employment and put decent jobs at the heart
of what governments are about; how to ensure the rights of women, Indigenous Victorians, culturally
and linguistically diverse communities, LGBTIQ Victorians and young people; and how to ensure that
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the environment, both natural and built, and its best features is protected. All of these were at the heart
of the template government that John and the Labor Party led for those times.
Equally he was about how his party and its unity needed to reflect the changing and diverse state that
we are a part of: how the institution’s decision-making processes would be recognised and its
responsibilities to the people of Victoria and to the interests of governing for social democratic reforms
were at the heart of how Labor needed to govern itself. John Cain and the significant bands of
reformers across the broader Labor movement set the modern template for how Labor governs. His
views on how that model needed to be continually improved were well known to us all. He rarely
missed an opportunity, either formally or informally, to make his views on the issue clear. With the
authority of the longest serving Labor Premier in our state and with the guardianship and the legacy
of that responsibility of Labor-endorsed candidates down the years—who have sat in this place since
April 1991 with what the Bulletin called at the time ‘the first detonation of the volcano’ when John
Hancock, as the Trades Hall Council-endorsed candidate for the Collingwood by-election, entered this
chamber—John knew the value of history informing how Labor governs itself.
He would have heard the stories of the disastrous fate of the minority Hogan governments of the 1920s
and 1930s, of the defections and the betrayals and how self-interest masked itself as a public good,
from his dad. He would have seen it firsthand in the catastrophic split of the Victorian ALP in the
1950s, how an intensely factionalised party with quickening ambitions set in a climate of sectarian
bigotry and distrust saw the government devour itself and fall. And he would have seen it from the
Parliament and to an extent how the party that he led put factional loyalties, or indeed simple selfinterest parading as the party’s interests, ahead of a wider commitment to governing for the people
Labor need to govern. It was this loss of the unbridled opportunity to build that better and greater
society, that better place in the world for those who need it most, that also fired John’s continued
efforts over the course of his public and private life to party reform and party democracy so Labor
could achieve its great purpose.
His learnings and his legacy reached across to the template of successful models of the Bracks,
Brumby and Andrews governments: how the party’s operations and relationships and its commitment
to its motto of ‘In unity there is strength’ is underpinned by a notion of collective responsibility and a
greater shared loyalty. This model of success continues to serve us well. It is one that the modern
Labor Party continues to reflect on.
Very briefly I will just finish by making a few comments on the contribution John Cain made to the
issue of mental health, which the honourable member for Shepparton dealt with. The
deinstitutionalisation of our mental health system began in the postwar era and gained momentum in
the 1980s. Indeed it was his government that led the way in passing the new Mental Health Act in
1986 which initiated the closure of the Willsmere psychiatric hospital in Kew after more than
100 years of operation. This was the first closure of a psychiatric hospital in Australia and marked the
commencement of deinstitutionalisation in earnest. The closure of Willsmere set a precedent for
significant investment in other services, particularly community-based, purpose-built housing,
psychiatric in-patient units, maintaining hospitals and investment in community health clinics and the
community health sector as a key mental health reference point.
By 1992 the majority of people receiving treatment through Victoria’s public mental health system
received treatment in the community, not in institutions. That outcome was achieved in the course of
his government. As noted in the recent royal commission’s interim report into Victoria’s mental health
system, the drivers for Premier Cain and his government were to seek to humanise mental health care
and improve services for people living with mental illness. Victoria under his leadership led the nation
in mental health reform. That is no longer the case in 2020. It is clear that the vision he set still has to
be fully realised. That is why our royal commission into mental health is so important, and I am
confident it will inform work not just here in Victoria but right across the country.

CONDOLENCES
Tuesday, 4 February 2020

Legislative Assembly

27

John Cain made significant contributions in my other portfolio areas as well, but they have been
reflected on by others. It is with a degree of sadness that we thank the Cain family for sharing their
loved grandfather, father and husband with us. I send my condolences to Nancye and family. Vale,
John Cain.
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure) (14:54):
In June of last year John Cain travelled to Bendigo on a very cold and wet Friday evening to mark a
personal political milestone for his former colleague David Kennedy. Standing in our wonderfully
historic Bendigo Trades Hall John spoke with clarity and pride of what his government achieved for
Bendigo, mirroring, can I say, the great improvements in social and economic progress across the state
that we have been rightfully celebrating today.
It struck me that evening that while John was perhaps more understated than other former premiers
we know and love, he clearly enjoyed being in the company of many of his friends and they enjoyed
his as well. It was also great to see a reunion of sorts, with Frank Sheehan travelling across from
Ballarat, another great colleague of David and John during that 1982 to 1992 era. The event went late
into the evening, with much to reminisce and talk about. With David Kennedy as the member for
Bendigo firstly between 1982 and 1985 and then as the member for Bendigo West between 1985 and
1992, there were many achievements to recall—some great examples of institutions that are so
important to Bendigo today, like the Golden Dragon Museum, the Capital theatre, the then new Central
Goldfields library, a new fire station, a new police station and improvements to Bendigo Hospital.
But I would like to particularly call out the Capital theatre. With David’s dogged determination, and
everyone who knows David knows he is a determined fellow, to save the beautiful Capital theatre that
stands at the top of View Street, along with the support of the Premier—and it is always so important
to get these important decisions made with the support of the Premier—the state, John Cain and his
government, acquired what was then a derelict, run-down Capital theatre and set it on its pathway to
transformation, which also heralded the dawn of a new era for Bendigo’s cultural institutions along
our wonderful View Street, which really serves our city today as a standout in the creative industries,
supporting jobs and activity in our great city. David worked very hard in John Cain’s government, and
in return John supported him and Bendigo; he had a Premier with an open door to work with the
Bendigo community on priority projects. Also—and I want to echo what the Premier said before—it
was a great period of economic growth for the regions as it was for Melbourne as well.
There is a very important tome that marks the history of the Bendigo Labor movement. I know I am
not allowed to use props, Deputy Speaker, but I refer here to the book authored by our much-loved
Colin Cleary called Bendigo Labor: The Maintenance of Traditions in a Regional City. This is the
historical record of everything that happened in Labor politics from the 1890s through to the late
1990s, recording every candidate, every campaign and every up and down in the Labor Party over that
period of time. What Colin wrote of this period of John Cain’s government was:
The election of the Cain Government in 1982 provided an almost Whitlam-like atmosphere of expectancy.
Unquestionably this was the era that Bendigo Labor had dreamed of since its infancy. Bendigo, even in
relation to other centres, had appeared to have been neglected in provision of infrastructure—police-station,
fire-station, library, State Rivers and Water Supply depot—public housing, provision of schools, police
personnel, maintenance of the Railway Workshops and retirement units.

This is only a snapshot of what was achieved in Bendigo during John Cain’s time as Premier and
again, as I said, reflects those many achievements that we have been marking right across the state.
Also as we heard over the course of yesterday and today, John, post his time in this place, continued
to enthusiastically engage in contemporary policy discussions and participated in so many local events
and activities. An example of this recently for me was in my time as Minister for Public Transport
when the member for Bundoora, the Speaker, and I were joined by John at an announcement we were
making for tram route 86. We were announcing that in October 2016 we were bringing the new E-class
trams to this route. Of course, as has been pointed out by the member for Mill Park, it was a Labor
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government that brought this tram extension to this community, and it was great that it was another
Labor government that was building on this foundation and supporting improvements to public
transport in the northern suburbs.
Much has been said and written, quite rightly, about how history will record John Cain’s central role
as part of a group that drove reform through the Victorian branch of the Australian Labor Party that
has helped set up the foundation of a structure that has led to a much greater level of political success
here in Victoria in the nearly 40 years since his government was elected than in any other previous
decade. Certainly too, reflecting on yesterday’s memorial service, you could say the same about the
work he has done—that it has laid the foundation for change in Melbourne and Victoria. It has been
mentioned many times that the liberalisation of liquor laws, the investment in Melbourne Park and the
work around gender equity and social justice are the foundation of our great state today.
It was also reflected upon yesterday that John Cain rejected the cult of celebrity—the flashiness that
some in this profession like to display. Perhaps that is why it is easy for some to not rightly
acknowledge John Cain and the decisions and reforms of his government in the early 1980s as laying
down the foundations of the modern Victoria that we love to live in and that so many other people
choose—indeed they flock from interstate and overseas to join us.
On the issue of gender equality I think it is quite remarkable that it is part of our lived experience to
consider that it was when I was my daughter’s age that John made that important reform to force the
change at the Melbourne Cricket Club to allow women to become members of that institution and also
the Victorian Racing Club. It is almost impossible to explain to my children today, as we are on the
eve of marking the start of the AFLW season and we are about to host the women’s T20 international
cricket tournament, that they are being hosted in places that once excluded women. It is so hard for
children to get their heads around the concept—adults as well—but we are so grateful that that
important change was made by John Cain in striving for gender equality. It is certainly something I
will be proud to tell my grandkids: I knew the bloke who made this important change.
Also John Cain’s renewal of the Labor Party, its focus on regional centres like Bendigo and his steely
determination to drive great social policy reform, creating jobs and creating equality of opportunity
for women, is what our party today continues to build on. As has been remarked before, none of us
would be here without those reforms and changes to the party and the state of Victoria. So we do have
so much to be deeply thankful for in John’s time as Premier.
As the Premier identified and as the family know from their deep, lived experience, we do not do these
jobs, we do not perform these roles and we do not spend time away from home without the deep love
and support of our families. And so to Nancye, to Joanne and to John and James, thank you for
everything you have done for John and by extension the state of Victoria and the Labor Party. It is
deeply appreciated and deeply acknowledged. And what is fabulous about this condolence motion
today is that it has well and truly reinforced how the great reforms of the 1980s are what we are
building on today, and we will, under the Premier’s leadership, continue to build on that each and
every day. My deepest sympathy to the family, and thank you for your contribution to our state.
Ms THEOPHANOUS (Northcote) (15:02): I rise to join my colleagues in gratitude and tribute to
our former Premier John Cain, a true visionary, a political giant and a humble gentleman. John and his
family share a close connection with the electorate of Northcote. He was born in Northcote in 1931,
where his father, John Cain, Sr, was the local member. As a boy he attended Bell Primary School in
Preston and then went on to attend Northcote High School, a school that owes its existence in large
part to his father, who fought tirelessly for its establishment amidst great opposition at the time. Next
time I am at Northcote High there will be a tinge of sadness as I pass by the library, named in the great
man’s honour.
Northcote back then was largely a working-class suburb. Migrants from Europe began settling in our
suburbs around the 1950s and 60s, drawn by the local manufacturing industries: clothing and footwear
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factories, leather tanning, steel fabrication, furniture making and of course, the paper mill in
Alphington.
John would have seen our suburbs change dramatically over his lifetime as first-generation migrants
made way for second and now third, as new families filtered in and our diverse mix bubbled away to
become the celebrated, eclectic and sought-out area it is today. He also would have seen the struggles
of many families faced with disadvantage, racism, and discrimination—a generation that fought to
find their way not just towards modernity but towards equality.
As many have noted, John Cain, Jr, is Victoria’s longest-serving Labor Premier. I was born at the end
of 1986, during his second term, and what I know is that the world I grew up in would not have been
the same were it not for the reforms of those years. And let us not forget they were challenging years
economically, socially and politically. But the Cain years set the mould for what Labor governments
could be in the modern era, and that is something that Victorians have embraced. Since 1982 Labor
has been the party that Victorians have trusted to govern for 27 of the last 38 years. John set the mould
for governments in Victoria that lead with a heart, that care about fairness and that put equality at their
core, and in truth he set the mould for strength in policy.
Others have spoken about his many achievements, but given the great strides that John Cain made in
modernising the Labor Party and in working towards equality for women and girls, it is perhaps fitting
that I recall policy discussions from my time working as an adviser to the former Minister for
Prevention of Family Violence. When creating policy to establish an agency to drive prevention of
family violence efforts was being discussed, it was the Transport Accident Commission that was
looked to as the model for success. The TAC, an agency set up by John Cain in the 1980s, responded
to a social crisis of more than 1000 Victorians being killed each year on our roads. This was worldleading administrative infrastructure that has changed the way we view safety on our roads and
changed what it means to be a victim of road trauma. It is envied by other states.
Late in the parliamentary year just gone, the government passed the Workplace Safety Legislation
Amendment (Workplace Manslaughter and Other Matters) Bill 2019. I am pleased that John Cain saw
these laws passed in his lifetime, because we know of the profound drive and impact that he and his
government had when it came to occupational health and safety. My colleagues have spoken of the
fact that Mr Cain was also responsible for the creation of WorkCare in 1985, now WorkSafe. Until
then the safety and compensation of workers was the business of private insurers that delivered high
premiums and inadequate support for injured workers. Since then more than 1 million injured workers
in Victoria have received compensation, rehabilitation and medical services—1 million Victorians.
These are just two examples of what typified a government that was measured, thoughtful and driven
to deliver real action and real reform for the betterment of Victorians.
John Cain governed for a reason: to advance his fellow man and importantly to advance women. From
appointing more women to cabinet to introducing anti-discrimination legislation, he challenged the
status quo to achieve tangible outcomes for women across the state. As a young mother and member
of Parliament, I owe a lot to my family and my supporters, but I must also acknowledge the great
strides that Premier Cain took in removing barriers for women. It heartens me to see the legacy of this
great Victorian recognised.
For my own part, in the months before he passed away, I had the privilege of spending some time with
the former Premier. I invited him to my office in Northcote, where we spoke about some of the things
he had been working on and what he wanted to achieve—and yes, he was still thinking about how to
get the next thing done. We spoke about his fondness for the inner north and his wish to see the John
Cain Memorial Park in Thornbury become an emblem worthy of his father’s name. John’s sharp mind
struck me instantly, but what I recall most was his manner: polite, understated, warm. At one point he
did quiz me on what the final Northcote electorate results had been in 2018. I gave a ballpark figure
for the primary result, and said I was just grateful for having gotten across the line. John wanted
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more—down to the last vote. ‘I would have known mine’, he quipped. This was a man with an
attention to detail.
Before Christmas John unexpectedly called the office. I thought he might be calling to tell me to get a
hustle on with the things that we were working on. Not so; he called me to tell me that he could see I
was doing a great job, to keep going, to keep pushing for the things that I believed in, and he wished
me a merry Christmas. I will never forget that phone call. John, you were a true gentleman, a visionary,
an innovator and a leader. To Nancye, John, James and Joanne, thank you for sharing him with us.
Vale, John Cain.
Mr EREN (Lara) (15:08): It is obviously with great sadness that I am speaking on this condolence
motion before the house on the passing of John Cain, born 26 April 1931 and deceased 23 December,
just before Christmas, 2019 at the age of 88. I was contemplating not speaking on this condolence
motion as my mother passed away just under three weeks ago and I was not really emotionally up for
it, but because of the admiration that I have for John Cain and obviously the family—to Nancye, to
Joanne, to John, to James—I thought that it was important that I put my appreciation on the record for
what John Cain has done for this state.
Time is the most precious commodity of value to any human being, and obviously John spent that
very well, not only with his family but also in terms of the job that he loved so much. He dedicated
most of his life towards it. Not everybody agreed with his politics, and of course in politics you have
some people who knock your policies and knock the politics that you belong to. That is just the nature
of politics, but as previous members have mentioned, there are so many legacies that have been left
by John Cain that nobody in politics can deny the value that he gave to this state. That is all that we as
members of Parliament can dream about—to make a contribution towards a better state. Whether you
are a local member of Parliament, a minister or a Premier, you can only dream about the contributions
that were made by John Cain.
Of course he was the longest serving Labor Premier and champion of social justice. He joined
Parliament, following a career in law, in 1976 in the seat of Bundoora, following of course in the
footsteps of his father. He was the 41st Premier and, in a historic victory, took government with a 17seat majority, ending 27 years of conservative rule—the first Labor government since the one led by
his father, John ‘Jack’ Cain. The Cain government won again in 1985 and 1988. During that time
Victoria was transformed, and many members have put on the record some of the long-lasting changes
that were made under his leadership: equal opportunity legislation, extended trading hours, liberalised
liquor laws and changes to various institutions to cease discrimination against women.
John Cain was also responsible for the introduction of the occupational health and safety legislation
during this time. I can recall at the tender age of 22 I was a vehicle-builder shop steward at Ford in
Broadmeadows, and in 1986 I was one of the first recipients of that act that was enacted in this
Parliament by John Cain’s government. I was a shop steward, and I was also an occupational health
and safety officer for my union at that time.
That is a legacy that continues on to today when you consider the amount of lives saved in the
workplace and the injuries that could have potentially been sustained if it were not for tough laws
against unscrupulous employers who did not care about their workers. That is something that I will
never forget. I was only 22, and he made an impact on me. Back then unionists did not like politicians
very much. That was just the nature of things.
Mr Andrews: Some things never change.
Mr EREN: Spot on, Premier, but he was one of the ones that I admired. Having a look at some of
the socially progressive policies that he had—in terms of the investments that he was making
strategically in a better education system, in a better health system and making sure that workers were
looked after—they certainly left a mark on me leading up to my career in this place.
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I just want to mention that WorkSafe does a great job, and we have got a great minister at the moment
in charge of WorkSafe. Of course it is in Geelong and so is the Transport Accident Commission. We
are very proud, along with the member for Geelong, about that move that has occurred. In fact leading
up to the 2014 campaign he visited Geelong Trades Hall along with the Premier, who was the
opposition leader then. Steve Bracks was there as well. John Cain revved the troops up like I have
never seen before, so he still had it.
Of course in my time as Minister for Sport and Minister for Tourism and Major Events—and I do not
feel special about this because I think he has seen, systematically, every single sports minister since
his time to get across the message of how important sport and those precincts are to our state and to
our communities—certainly I instructed my staff, my chief of staff and executive assistant that if John
Cain called, they were to make sure that they made a time for John Cain. We spoke about a number
of different issues, particularly the John Cain memorial reserve. I wish I could have done more, and I
wish we could have done more as a government at that time. I am sure that John Cain, Jr, Jr, is probably
still pursuing the government in relation to some of those—
Mr Andrews: He has handed it to James.
Mr EREN: Has he? He’s handed it to James. I am sure that they are pursuing it at this point in
time.
But he also spoke about his passion for the National Tennis Centre. I think the Deputy Premier spoke
about the importance of not only being the sporting capital but also the investments that have
systematically happened since then. He was very humble. He would come into the office with his
tweed hat and he had his coat and his umbrella if it was raining. I was almost petrified, and the first
question I would ask him was, ‘John, how do you think we’re going?’. ‘You’re going well, you’re
going well. There are a couple of things, but you’re going really well’. And of course he was very
proud of the fact that we were so progressive with women in sport as a government. He congratulated
me and of course the government on our advancement in advancing women in sport, which was
obviously a very important passion for him. So when you think about the naming of the arena, John
Cain Arena, it is totally appropriate. It is totally appropriate that his name is on that very important
stadium. As the Deputy Premier mentioned, it is worth millions of dollars to our economy and it is
worth thousands of jobs, and of course the investments that we have strategically been making make
that the best tennis centre in the world; there is no question of that.
John Cain was very much the driving force behind the creation of that very important centre, and I
want to say thank you to John Cain of course for his contributions, which are his legacy. He was very
humble about it; he was not accepting that he was the architect of that very important precinct. He was
never short of advice and wisdom about it, though! I agree with the Premier’s statement that without
John Cain we would not have the Australian Open anywhere near the major event it is now, breaking
the record attendance every year in the last five years. The record attendance has been broken—I think
it was 812 000, but the current Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events would know that. But
812 000 people attended that important event.
My sincere condolences to John Cain’s wife, Nancye, and to Joanne, to James and to John. Thank you
for sharing such an important man with our state. I think many members have outlined that without a
strong family supporting him he would not have achieved any of those things, so thank you very much
for all that you have done. He was a man of vision and integrity. It was my privilege to take advice
from him and to know him, and of course he has left many good legacies and will be sadly missed.
Vale, John Cain.
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers) (15:17): To put it simply, thank God for John Cain. After 27 years in the
wilderness he finally led the party to a winning score and we won an election. That is a long time. It
is like waiting for the second coming of Christ—far too long. In many ways, as Whitlam said at that
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time in the lead-up to those victories, the party was pure but very much impotent. We had never been
able to do anything for our people and we had never been able to deliver for our people because we
were lost in the purity and never had to have our principles tested in government. So he delivered to
the party a moderate centre-left face, met the aspirations of those in the middle and outer suburbs and
delivered victory. Without that first step of actually winning—not being pure but actually winning—
we would never have had all the other reforms that came along the way, like the Transport Accident
Commission, which is amongst the best social insurers in the world.
My brief memories of John are the hat; the continuing distrust of factions, which he always talked to
you about; the speed at which he walked, which was very fast always; and the fact that his movements
reflected that sense of a never-ending desire to keep working. He was always humble. He engaged
with everyone. I do remember a couple of days after his death I was at the MCG and a person from
the cricket administration—a very senior person from the cricket administration—said to me, ‘Look,
I very rarely agreed with John, but the one thing about John was his positions always came from a
principled base. I might not have agreed with him, but he always came from a principled base’.
There was one other passion that I guess he and I shared, which was the Fitzroy Football Club, which
he obviously shared with Nancye, who was the number one ticketholder for many, many years. He
would tell stories of catching the tram there and so forth. I guess for me and for people like John, your
heart was ripped out. My family had played for Fitzroy and they had coached Fitzroy—relatives and
the like. He never went back. After 1996 I understand he went to the Melbourne Football Club, which
I think was probably fair enough. For me that was a bridge too far. I just drifted for many years, and it
was only after the Fitzroy/Brisbane Lions won three premierships that I ever slowly drifted back. But
it was a long march.
Mr Wynne: Did he come home?
Mr DONNELLAN: No, John did not come home. I came home, so that probably suggests I was
a bit less principled on that front.
It was a very appropriate memorial yesterday. It was lovely just to go along and listen. It must have
been very hard reforming the party with The Participants. But my deepest sympathies to Nancye,
James, John and Joanne. He was a marvellous individual. Very few people ever achieve what he has
done for this state. Well done. Vale, John.
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Crime Prevention, Minister for Corrections, Minister for
Youth Justice, Minister for Victim Support) (15:20): On 23 December 2019 Victoria farewelled a truly
great leader of the state whose integrity and passion knew no bounds. A Victorian to his core, John
Cain was a man driven by his values, not politics. The son of a former Premier and entrepreneurial
dressmaker, John was destined to lead a life of purpose and service. As journalist Tim Colebatch
recently wrote:
Some politicians become accidental leaders. John Cain, by contrast, seemed marked out for leadership from
birth.

Born in 1931, he was bright and diligent, attending Northcote High School while his father was
Premier. He went on to go to Scotch College, and I imagine that must have felt like enemy territory
for some period of time. He studied law at Melbourne University, was a solicitor in Preston and was
president of the Law Institute of Victoria. He also became an activist in the party, seeing firsthand and
holding to account some elements in the party that were more intent on power within the party than in
getting power to form government.
As we heard from former Attorney-General Michael Duffy yesterday, with the Whitlam government
and a list of Participants including later Victorian Governor Dick McGarvie, Senate leader and
minister John Button and federal president Barry Jones, their theme was one of unification and
bringing about change to the party.
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In helping to unify the Victorian Labor Party John Cain brought about transformational change for our
state also. His style of politics was never to divide. He saw consensus where he could and was never
afraid to stand up for the values that guided him. He was a powerful voice in the fight over granting
women full membership to some of Victoria’s largest sporting clubs. At the time of John’s passing I
was very pleased to read how he refused to accept invitations to clubs that excluded women as
members. We heard yesterday some of the great examples of where he would not attend any event
unless Nancye was invited also. He showed leadership through the appointment of the first woman,
Pauline Toner, to arguably Victoria’s most exclusive club, the Victorian cabinet.
His reforms in Indigenous land rights, occupational health and safety as well as improvements to
government transparency are only some of the reforms that reflect the type of Premier John was
through his eight and a half years. His deep sense of doing what was right over what might be
controversial was one of the qualities that ought to be remembered today. The ethos of a deep sense
of integrity was something that he was very committed to.
I am reminded of his integrity by his work as both Premier and Attorney-General in the introduction
of the office of the Director of Public Prosecutions in Victoria. When asked why he wanted to divorce
the criminal prosecution process away from politicians, his answer was simple: it had to be done. He
knew above everything that the integrity of our justice system was something that could never be
traded off and never be compromised. In founding the office of the Director of Public Prosecutions
and enshrining that office in legislation John said:
It just seemed to me that that was right. It was difficult to achieve … it had to be done.

He may have been a politician, but politics never defined him. Every day of his three terms as Premier
he wore the expectations of Victoria on his shoulders. He knew that the bond between his government
and the people of Victoria was built on trust and integrity of the highest level. Integrity was the
principle which saw John take a party that was deeply divided and turn it into a credible government.
Integrity guided everything that his government did.
Finally, I want to pay tribute to the Premier and the Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events for
recognising John’s legacy with the National Tennis Centre in 1988. What a reform that has been. As
the Minister for Planning said, the reform for Southbank and the creation of Marvellous Melbourne
are two of the iconic remembrances that we will always remember of John Cain.
I was reminded last night though, when I was just doing a little bit of research on the internet—
something that I have learned John Cain thought was full of crap—that Philip Chubb was working on
a new biography of John Cain and sadly passed away from cancer before that biography could be
completed. Tim Colebatch, in a piece, wrote that John Cain does also need to be put in the full context
of the Australian story. He said that in many respects it is the Hawke-Keating government that gets
the economic recognition for Australia being an open-market economy. But in the recession of 1982
it was John Cain, and in particular his first budget, that really led Victoria, and indeed led Australia,
out of the recession. Indeed Victoria’s unemployment rate was for the time under that of New South
Wales, and it remained there, which is a credit to his government. But I also think it would be
wonderful if someone could pick up where Philip left off and get that biography finished so we could
have the full testament of the John Cain era.
As Minister for Corrections, I had to answer some questions with the media today on prison numbers.
John Cain, 30 years ago, opened the Barwon Prison, and in January I got to mark this occasion. I have
a copy of his press release dated 23 January 1990. I just want to read two quotes, if I could. This is
from the press release:
‘We are trying to establish a rational, humane, and consistent criminal justice system that does more than
mete out punishment’, Mr Cain said.
We want a system in which the public can have confidence, but which offers offenders the best possible
prospect of rehabilitation.

CONDOLENCES
34

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, 4 February 2020

Having had conversations with him, I know that he was a man who knew that 99 per cent of our
prisoners would one day be released and that how we treated our prisoners on the inside would be how
they came out into the community. He was all about rehabilitation and the second chances that we
should all have.
Finally, can I give Nancye and John’s daughter Joanne and sons John and James a big thankyou. I
think yesterday was fantastic. When my wife asked me how the funeral was, I said: ‘Can you believe
John Cain worked on his wedding day?’. It was nice to hear the stories. James, I have recently taken
up running. I will make sure I do not spend the next 40 years running in Dunlop Volleys, for fear of
hip replacements. But I do want to thank you, as a family. I think the Premier summed it up best. He
said you cannot speak of John Cain, former Premier, without speaking of Nancye Cain—and I think
that sums it up perfectly. Thank you for the sacrifices you have made as a family so that we as a state
could share in the compassion and leadership of the man that was your husband and father. The legacy
of your father will now and forever more be deeply embedded throughout this state. Thank you. Vale,
John Cain.
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade, Minister for Tourism,
Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing) (15:27): I felt like there was not a great deal more to add
after listening to the excellent contributions but particularly the contribution of the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change. As I listened to Minister D’Ambrosio’s contribution, I thought to
myself that I had made similar observations, having been born at the midpoint of the 27 consecutive
years of Liberal government. I was born in 1969, and I clearly recall as a young boy in a Labor
household my father lamenting that the Labor Party could simply never win government in Victoria.
We had endured the dismissal of the Whitlam government—that was one of my earliest memories—
and seen Fraser easily account for Gough again in 1977 and then Bill Hayden in 1980, and seen both
Clyde Holding and Frank Wilkes at the 1976 and 1979 elections unable to beat the seemingly
unbeatable Sir Rupert Hamer. Then in September 1981 it all changed. I still recall the front page—I
think it was the Sunday Press at the time—when John Cain replaced Frank Wilkes as leader and the
immediate sense of hope that came with it, the immediate certainty that existed in my household that
the Labor Party could now rightfully dream of winning government here in Victoria. Of course only
some seven months or so later that dream came true, and it was followed up within 12 months by the
victory of the Hawke government.
Many, many other members on both sides of the house have already spoken eloquently about not just
the personal qualities but the public and political qualities that did not just propel John Cain and his
government to victory in 1982 but which allowed him to be one of the most well-regarded, reforming
and admired people who has ever served on the Treasury bench.
I do not intend to relitigate or go over many of the contributions that have already been made, but I
thought it would be appropriate to put on the record some of the contributions that have been made by
others about John Cain, particularly on the work that he did to create the National Tennis Centre.
Yesterday in announcing that Melbourne Arena would be renamed John Cain Arena, the Premier and
I, both in media releases and in public comments, made observations about the extraordinary legacy
that John Cain left in his vision to create the National Tennis Centre, in the bold move to move the
Australian Open from Kooyong.
It needs to be remembered that in the years leading up to the creation of the National Tennis Centre,
the Australian Open had rotated in many years around different places in Australia. It had been at
White City, it had been at Brisbane, it had found a home at Kooyong for a couple of years, but its
future was by no means guaranteed. And as the Premier indicated both yesterday and during his
contribution today, without the National Tennis Centre it is very likely that the Australian Open would
not have retained its grand slam status, and had there been a grand slam at all in the Asia-Pacific it
may well have been elsewhere.
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Just yesterday Tennis Australia indicated that this Australian Open had 812 000 people through the
gates—a 16 000 increase on any Australian Open that had gone before it. It is just worth reflecting,
for all of us, on the enormous benefits of that to our city and how none of it would exist without the
vision, the foresight and the political courage demonstrated by John Cain 30-plus years ago.
As I indicated, I would like to just put a couple of contributions about former Premier Cain on the
record. The first is from the Melbourne Cricket Ground Trust, and it was released at the time of the
former Premier’s passing. It says:
The Trustees of the MCG Trust note with great sadness the passing of former Trustee The Hon John Cain.
John was a Trustee from Dec 1999 until Jan 2013. During that time he brought his unique wisdom, vision
and an acute sense of public responsibility to the Trust and to the governance of the MCG and Yarra Park. As
Premier, he had already made his mark on the MCG, ensuring MCC membership rights for women,
overseeing the installation of our iconic light towers and ensuring the long-term tenure of the AFL Grand
Final, each of which were typically transformative John Cain initiatives. We will miss his regular presence at
AFL and Cricket events but know that his legacy lives on through the implementation of his wise and careful
contribution to the development and governance of the MCG precinct. Our thoughts and condolences go to
his wife Nancye and to his children and grandchildren.

A wonderful tribute from the Melbourne Cricket Ground Trust. Just as importantly I would like to
read a letter that was sent to John Cain by a former minister. It is headlined ‘Service to the Melbourne
Cricket Ground and Melbourne and Olympic Parks’:
I write to thank you for your outstanding service as a member of the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) Trust
and the Melbourne and Olympic Parks Trust over many years. Your work as a trustee built on the commitment
you showed to the MCG and the National Tennis Centre as the Premier of Victoria from 1982 until 1990.
As a trustee of the MCG for approximately 30 years, from 1982 until 1998 and then from 1999 until January
2013, you made a major contribution to the transformation of the ground, enabling it to become one of the
greatest stadia in the world and reinforcing its standing as the People’s Ground. The changes included the
construction of the floodlight towers, the development of the Great Southern Stand, the redevelopment of the
northern stands and, more recently, the refurbishment of the Southern Stand and landscaping works in Yarra
Park. As Premier you oversaw a vital stage of the MCG’s development including the construction of the
floodlight towers and the development of the Great Southern Stand.
Similarly, your contribution to Melbourne and Olympic Parks has been outstanding. As a trustee of the
National Tennis Centre from 1990 until 1994 and then of Melbourne and Olympic Parks from 2005 until
January 2013 you made a very significant contribution to the development and management of the Trust’s
assets. This includes the initial operation of the National Tennis Centre and more recently the construction of
AAMI Park and the redevelopment of Melbourne Park. As Premier you provided outstanding vision and
leadership in the initial development of the National Tennis Centre which continues to underpin the success
of the Australian Open as one of Melbourne’s defining sporting events.
I would like formally to record my appreciation, on behalf of the Government and all Victorians, for the
commitment with which you have helped develop and maintain the MCG/Melbourne and Olympic Parks
precinct as a world class sports and entertainment complex. Your legacy in relation to these landmark sporting
facilities will continue long into the future.
I wish you well for all of your future endeavours.
Yours sincerely,
HUGH DELAHUNTY MP
Minister for Sport and Recreation

I think that is an example of how broadly and bipartisanly John Cain was admired, but also a
demonstration of the fact that his contribution to these precincts went on long after he left office. Long
after he ceased to be Premier he continued to be intimately and directly involved in the development
of both the Melbourne Cricket Ground and the Melbourne and Olympic Parks.
In concluding, it would not be right to not tell a personal anecdote, and many members have their own.
I remember shortly after becoming Attorney-General I was invited along to a meeting of the Society
of Labor Lawyers upstairs at, I think, the Metropolitan Hotel in William Street. I saw many members
of the bar and many people from places like Slater and Gordon and Maurice Blackburn and elsewhere.
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There sitting among the crowd was a rather diminutive figure in a tartan trilby. His was the first hand
that went up, and he asked me questions about a number of matters. After the meeting he sought to
bail me up and ask me some questions about—you would not be surprised—freedom of information
and other things. I had to let the former Premier know that that was within the province of the Special
Minister of State, and his response was, ‘But you’re the Attorney-General’. I said, ‘Yes, I know that,
John, but it is with Gavin; you really need to have a word to him’. ‘No, that’s all nonsense. You’re the
Attorney-General; I’m going to speak to you about it’. And he then proceeded to do so. I do not know
whether he ever made contact with the Special Minister of State, but he certainly discussed the matter
with me.
There were a number of other stories. I did listen intently to the contribution of the Attorney-General
about former Premier Cain’s opining about the current royal commission. I think I had a similar
exchange with him. He also did in the very early times of my being a minister pull me aside one day
way back in 2009 and say, ‘I’m going to tell you what I told my ministers: nobody ever got the sack for
not saying enough. Say what you have to say, shut up and sit down’. Good advice, I think, for all of us.
The last thing I would say is that we are all products of our parents. I think John Cain, and I am sure
Nancye, would be incredibly proud of the contributions of all of their children—Joanne, John and
James. I cannot profess to know Joanne well, but I worked very closely with both James and John in
my time—with James when he was deputy secretary of the Department of Transport when I was
Minister for Public Transport and with John when he was solicitor for public prosecutions when I was
Attorney-General. I thought the contributions made by both of them yesterday were a reflection of the
brilliant, humble, quietly spoken men that I know them to be. If the legacy of a father, or parents
indeed, is the contribution of and the character of their children, then I am sure John and Nancye were
as proud of that as they would ever be of his contribution to politics. Vale, John Cain.
Mr FOWLES (Burwood) (15:38): John Cain was a thoughtful mentor and generous friend, and I
miss him. To you, Nancye, Joanne, John and James, and to the grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
Jessica and I extend our deepest condolences and our gratitude for all the many kindnesses you have
extended us over the years. We all also thank you for sharing John with our state and with our
movement, both of which are much better for his and your contribution.
I first met John when I joined the committee of the Melbourne Cricket Club (MCC) in 2005, not long
after my 27th birthday. Before we met in person, John called to offer his congratulations and to share
the first of many wise words of knowledge and advice. I was startled at first to find myself on the
phone with a former Premier of our great state, particularly one who had, as always, done his research
and seemed in that moment to know more about me than I knew about him.
That period of my life was a whirlwind, and I was acutely aware that the institution I had taken on was
inherently and substantially conservative. There were numerous ways this manifested, from being told
that my wife was not allowed to breastfeed in the committee room through to the stubborn insistence,
still held today, that the committee ought never call for nominations for election to the committee as
elections were fundamentally a nuisance and might result in unsuitable people making their way into
leadership roles. In short, there was much harrumphing and eye rolling as I attempted, largely
unsuccessfully, to persuade my colleagues to modernise some of the club’s reflexively anti-democratic
traditions. John supported these objectives all the way and would have done a much better job of it
than me with his gentle persistence and calm demeanour. Right throughout those challenging early
years John was a great sounding-board. He retained a very keen interest in the workings of the club
and the issues we were grappling with. He was generous with his time and empathetic about the
institutional torpidity I was struggling to understand.
He had a great appreciation of the nuances of all the key relationships, not just the personal ones but
also the stakeholder relationships such as those between the MCC and the AFL and the baffling turf
wars between Cricket Victoria and Cricket Australia. He considered that the most important role for a
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past Premier was sitting on the MCG Trust, a role he treasured and in which he made an incredible
contribution.
Coincidentally, the night I was formally appointed to the committee was the same night that John
became a life member of the Melbourne Cricket Club. John was the first trustee in over 100 years to
be given that honour and at the time of his award one of just 80 people—well, 80 men—to have been
awarded life membership since the club’s foundation in 1838. It was a fitting recognition of everything
he had done for our most revered public asset, the MCG, in particular installing the light towers and
helping fund and build the Great Southern Stand but also, importantly, the transformative gender
equality measures.
The change to club memberships was a John Cain signature special. He brought with him into office
a series of cunning plans for putting an end to gender discrimination at the Melbourne Cricket Club,
the Victoria Racing Club and a host of other clubs that did not afford women the same rights as men.
The lever, cleverly deployed, was that those clubs were lessees of Crown land. By anchoring the
change in the public concession—the use of public assets—Cain swiftly and firmly focused the
attention on the antiquated rules of the lessees. It was brilliant, and it worked. He even managed to
cajole golf clubs and tennis clubs which were not Crown land lessees into opening up their
memberships by making it clear that their liquor licences would be in jeopardy were they not to
modernise. In the end no statute was required. The clubs rolled over, and Victoria’s sporting life was
finally dragged, in some quarters kicking and screaming, into the 20th century.
As a former trustee of the Melbourne and Olympic Parks Trust, a role I held as a direct result of John’s
personal intervention, I was delighted to learn this week that Melbourne Arena is to be renamed in
John’s honour. It is an entirely appropriate way to recognise his extraordinary contribution to a
sporting precinct that is the envy of the world, and were it not for a rare failure of John’s lobbying
regarding the Melbourne and Olympic Parks precinct, it might not have been possible.
A few years ago, having learned that the naming rights for Hisense Arena, as it was then known, were
due to expire, John put his case for the stadium to be renamed for Neale Fraser. John felt that Neale
had been highly influential in staring down opposition within tennis to relocating the Australian Open
Tennis Championships from Kooyong to the National Tennis Centre at Flinders Park, what we now
know as Rod Laver Arena and Melbourne Park. But his own words in that lobbying effort told the true
story. John wrote that:
… the proximity to the city has always been the key strength of Melbourne Park. We had six or seven options
to locate the centre … and all of these were easier politically than Flinders Park.

It is difficult now to see the move as radical, but it was. The Australian Open became the first grand
slam to have matches played indoors and the first to be played on a synthetic surface. It required an
established and establishment club to be sidelined, and it needed an act to get through the other place
at a time when the numbers were stacked against the government. The Jeff Kennett-led opposition
took to the Flinders Park proposal with a rhetorical sledgehammer, describing it as being ‘a monument
to the Premier’, suggesting it would be called ‘Cain’s Cathedral’, decrying the loss of ‘irreplaceable
parkland’ and characterising the proposal as an attempt merely to win ‘electoral kudos’. One young
crossbencher, however, provided a welcome contrast, stating that the proposal would:
… result in a world-class tennis facility, a world-class entertainment facility and a world-class training
facility …

It did, and it is still all of those things. Those words were spoken by the man who would go on to
become Deputy Premier to Jeff Kennett, one Pat McNamara. Ultimately the project came to pass with
the support of the National Party, who were not at that time constrained by a coalition agreement and
who rose above petty partisan politics and voted with the Labor government to make it happen. Were
it not for Cain’s vision, the Australian Open, with its 800 000-plus attendees, simply would not be a
fixture on Melbourne’s events calendar and might not be held in Australia at all.
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John was different to most politicians I have met and very different to me. He was quiet and a tea
drinker and had rich and vast experience; I was none of those things. We were separated by two full
generations. In fact John was in the same year at Scotch College as my great uncle, my grandmother’s
brother. He grew up in a very different political era, one defined by the split, an era when Labor was
more frequently out of government than in it. I have not had the same experience. In no small way due
to his work modernising the party, Labor has been in government for some two-thirds of my 41 years,
and long may it continue.
Our age difference manifested in different ways. He was gobsmacked once to learn that when Gough
Whitlam was dismissed my parents had not met. On one occasion he asked me to send him a copy of
a proposal for the MCC that I was working on. I asked whether I could email it. He said, ‘I don’t have
email. Can you fax it?’, to which I replied, ‘I’m sorry, I don’t have a fax’. In the end I dropped the
document in to him. He was, as was often the case, enjoying a cup of tea at his desk in the Old Treasury
Building, the morning’s papers fanned out in front of him. He took the opportunity to probe me on the
news of the day and my thoughts on the performance of the state government as well as the chance to
lambast the state of modern journalism and bias in the Murdoch press.
His style was earnest, always striving for a better, fairer, more just outcome in whatever challenge or
policy problem was before him. We shared a similar set of hopes and beliefs for our party, perhaps
best described as a preference for meritocracy over institutional interests. During one period of public
disharmony within the ALP he entertained ideas of helping a new generation emulate the work of The
Participants and engage in root-and-branch reform of the party and in particular the role of certain
groups within it. His passion for reform was indeed with him until the end.
Perhaps the descriptor I have heard most attached to John’s name in the past weeks has been ‘decency’.
It is a sentiment with which I wholeheartedly concur. John was undoubtedly a man of great integrity.
He treated his opponents with respect, demanded the highest ethical standards of those around him
and had a near-puritanical obsession with appropriately protecting public funds in office, extending
even as Premier to paying for the office biscuits himself. He was also egalitarian. Those egalitarian
values were reflected in many ways: from the landmark advancements in gender equality delivered by
his government all the way through to the design of the tennis centre. As the Deputy Premier has
remarked, against the objections of some, he relegated the corporate boxes to the back row and sought
to keep the prime viewing areas available to ordinary punters. In later life he privately railed against
the ever-increasing cost of attending the tennis and worried about its relevance to and accessibility for
working families.
Like the working people he spent a lifetime fighting for, he was not one for big-noting or for show. In
preparing these comments it struck me as curious that John’s outstanding contribution to our state and
our nation had not resulted in recognition in the Order of Australia. My suspicion was that his humility
and standing objection to any recognition of his many contributions across so many domains had come
to the fore in that matter as well. Sure enough, after some digging it was confirmed to me that John
did in fact intervene to stop his name going forward, such was the deep and genuine humility of the
man. Make no mistake, though, with or without an AC, John’s life was undoubtedly, to use their
words, one of ‘eminent achievement and merit of the highest degree in service to Australia’.
My favourite image of John resides in the MCC Museum. He is pictured at the opening of the light
towers, a proud, tanned and beaming Premier beside the then MCC president, Bruce Church. My
favourite footage is some grainy black-and-white of him addressing a large group of fellow boys at
Scotch College right next to the main oval. In it he extols the virtues of Labor’s approach to public
policy. Though the audience might not have been particularly receptive, no-one could have doubted
the strength of his convictions. My favourite memory of John is, I think, an amalgam of sorts. He is
wearing his tweed hat and fawn trench coat, sitting in front of the committee room and watching the
footy with Nancye by his side. He is listening to 3LO on a transistor—terms I only heard him use—
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and conversing about governments state and federal, the commercialisation of the AFL and how
Greater Western Sydney is a blight on the game.
He spoke with intelligence, authority and passion—he always, always spoke with intelligence,
authority and passion—and I shall miss hearing him. Vale, John Cain, leader and visionary, mentor
and friend.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (15:49): John Cain modestly changed Victoria forever. A
visionary reformer who placed the public interest first, his commitment to equality, fairness and
integrity defined his time as Victoria’s longest serving Labor Premier.
The most significant legacy of the Cain government, from 1982 to 1990, is its continuing influence,
shaping the quality of our lives today in ways we often take for granted but should never forget.
Seminal investments helped Melbourne evolve into the epicentre of Australia’s international
leadership in medical research and sport. The sophistication of our science has grown today to help
pave the way for a vaccine against the latest deadly infection causing a global health emergency, the
coronavirus. He secured the Australian Open’s grand slam status and built a new stadium for the
tournament’s home, culminated at the weekend in another sporting, tourism and financial triumph. As
well, he won the battle to retain the AFL Grand Final at the MCG—because he always called it the
people’s ground. By liberalising liquor laws, Melbourne’s style matured beyond the 6 o’clock swill
and suburban beer barns into the cosmopolitan cafe society we casually enjoy and other cities crave.
Strategic investments in Victoria’s competitive advantages remain a blueprint for economic
development. Counting cranes on the skyline is still a key performance indicator of economic activity.
Heritage conservation remains the touchstone. Victoria led national employment for 84 consecutive
months under John Cain’s premiership, a record that the Andrews government strives to replicate.
The Premier has revealed that, with tears in his eyes, John Cain told him on the eve of the 2014 election
about the privilege he was about to inherit, emphasising the responsibility in typically forthright
fashion: ‘You cannot—you must not—waste the opportunity’. Such driving commitment has been
admirably honoured. Emblematic causes ranging from protecting the safety of workers, our children
and the environment have progressed, but none seems more fitting to me than the landmark legislation
reducing the gender pay gap for women and boosting women’s participation in the workplace set to
pass this house this week.
Harking back to the liberalising changes John Cain pioneered simultaneously as Premier and Minister
for Women defines why the past is never dead and buried—it is not even past. These juxtapositions
highlight the ebb and flow of history, the constancy of purpose required for reform, especially progress
for women, and why Labor governments matter.
Intelligent, erudite and independently minded, John Cain grew up in a political household in times of
depression, war and furious political turmoil:
Like all people my beliefs and commitments were fashioned by my environment, but it was my father’s
philosophy about society which, more than anything else, helped to establish my outlook. The lifelong credo
that emerged was that for society to function smoothly government had to provide stability, decency and
integrity, and it had to act to protect those values.

And that is precisely what John Cain did. These ideals made John Cain a change agent, not just for his
times but for the ages. The vicious Labor Party split that brought down his father’s government in
1955 denied Labor power for 27 years in Victoria, the state Henry Bolte dubbed the jewel in the
Liberal Party’s crown. A suburban lawyer, John Cain became an activist in the Victorian ALP, then
run by what was described as a dictatorship of unions regarded as placing a higher priority on
exercising power within the party than on delivering Labor to power in government. Like-minded
Participants, including John Button, Richard McGarvie, Barry Jones and Michael Duffy, combined in
the mid-1960s to open up the party to wider membership and to broad-ranging policy debate, building
support in the party branches and then lobbying for the democratisation of the entire Victorian branch.

CONDOLENCES
40

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, 4 February 2020

National ALP leader Gough Whitlam challenged the Victorian branch with his ‘Certainly, the
impotent are pure’ speech. Federal intervention followed, but the ALP remained in the political
wilderness until Whitlam eventually crashed through in 1972 with the ‘It’s Time’ election.
Victoria had to wait another decade before John Cain’s mantra, ‘Labor will always give you a fair
deal’—first publicly heard at the age of 14 before his voice broke—finally resonated. The son rose to
match his father’s destiny with a tightly organised set of bold, targeted policies. Insightful
commentator on Victorian politics Tim Colebatch, a former economics columnist for the Age and
biographer of Liberal Premier Dick Hamer, noted:
By nature a loner, he nevertheless reached the top by working closely with and ultimately leading teams of
talented individuals bent on following their own paths. Those paths often clashed with those of powerful
people and interest groups—not least, then-treasurer Paul Keating—but his government’s achievements
speak for themselves.

John Cain promoted and encouraged talent, and it delivered results. Larger-than-life characters drove
defining causes for the Cain government. Health minister David White, whose father died from
emphysema, introduced the world-leading Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, whose leadership
in campaigning against cancer from cigarette smoking continues to save lives.
For too long Melbourne had turned its back on the Yarra River. Planning minister Evan Walker
brought a dash of Pierre Trudeau-style urbanity to directing the conversion. The Southbank precinct
defined the signature change to modernising environment, converting derelict factories, warehouses
and used car lots into a complex of restaurants, bars and shops embracing the river.
Tom Roper confronted deinstitutionalisation, and it is pertinent that the Andrews government has
initiated a royal commission to establish the next defining era of mental health reforms.
Tough-minded Scot and member of Mensa Steve Crabb was an ideas man and an enforcer whose
gunslinger style stretched all the way to his snakeskin boots.
Joan Kirner would become Victoria’s first woman Premier.
A narrow third-term win coincided with a series of financial collapses, which have been mentioned.
John Cain was clear eyed and a realist, and he acknowledged, ‘We were, like every government, good
and bad mixed together’. But I want to go to Tim Colebatch’s perspective, because I think it is
important to analyse this period. He said:
As opposition leader during the 1990–91 recession, Jeff Kennett blamed Cain’s government for every
business collapse in Victoria and branded Labor as ‘the guilty party’. Labor certainly made economic
mistakes, but it also became the fall guy for mistakes made by others—the Reserve Bank, Keating himself,
and those running the businesses that collapsed. It was guilty of contributory negligence and poor budget
management under pressure, but that was it.
Conventional history praises the Hawke-Keating government’s economic achievements, but forgets that the
state that led the nation out of recession in the 1980s was Victoria—mainly because the state government
stimulated economic activity, reformed its own role, created incentives for economic development and gave
the state a coherent blueprint for growth.

Between the ideal and the reality falls the shadow, and in politics that shadow can be factionalism.
John Cain warned of its corrosiveness, and that underscored his demand that Labor must focus on the
advancement of ‘our people’.
I first met John Cain when I was a reporter here, observing from the hardwood balcony up there and
looking to see who was making a contribution worth reporting on in the daily news. He would reach
out in that style with his hand—that defining pose captured in that larger-than-life statue on Premiers
Way. He was prosecuting his case in opposition in his relentlessly rational, practical way. He adopted
the same approach with cabinet colleagues, requiring more evidence and deeper consideration to win
their arguments.
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He also stretched out with this engaging gesture to people whose voices are rarely heard and who have
little power. When we asked him to become part of the advisory board for the Global Learning Village
in Broadmeadows, long after the hubbub of the Premier’s day had faded, he did it with that classic
John Cain enthusiasm. He welcomed people. He intuitively understood how important it was that they
got lifelong learning to deny that miser fate. In one of his last public appearances we had the
opportunity to invite John and Nancye to the opening of the $25 million redevelopment of the town
hall in Broadmeadows. I was able to make the point about how this matters, to acknowledge the
premiers—Dan Andrews for his commitment, Steve Bracks, John Brumby and John Cain—and to
note what it means to have that constancy of purpose to address the social determinants of life so that
people can thwart that miser fate, to give them the chance for better health, for lifelong learning and
for jobs and meaning and to connect the disconnected to opportunity.
It gave me the chance to thank Nancye. For her contribution, Nancye Cain is a state treasure. It is as
simple as that and as significant as that.
Today I would like to also acknowledge Joanne, John, James and the extended family for all you have
done and all that has meant. I say vale to a man who had the courage to live his convictions and vale
to one of the Labor Party’s truest believers, whose legacy lives. Vale, John Cain.
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (16:00): John Cain is a Labor giant, and today I join my colleagues in
paying tribute to a man who achieved so much for the people of Victoria and a man who changed our
state forever for the better. I will always remember casting my first vote back in 1982 for Joe Murphy
in Benambra. While Lou Lieberman won comfortably, Labor had a swing of 7.8 per cent. Victoria
really was ready to vote ‘V’ for Victoria. What exciting times they were; at last a progressive
government with a vision to tackle inequality and fight for social justice. Women’s equality was
championed. In choosing not to cross the white line at Flemington without his wife, Nancye, John
showed up the Melbourne establishment for what they were—sexist, pompous and seriously out of
step with changing community norms and expectations.
I am also old enough to remember Melbourne in the 1970s, and what a dull, desolate, windswept city
it was. There was the Moomba parade and the Myer Christmas windows, and that was about it. All of
that changed thanks to the landmark reforms of the Cain government. As we have heard, each of those
initiatives—reforming our liquor laws, reforming our trading hours and so on, and in fact supporting
the purchase of Picasso’s Weeping Woman, all of those—laid the foundations for Melbourne to be the
very exciting city that it is today.
John Cain was a man who was always passionate about good governance. In his book, John Cain’s
Years, he talked at length about the importance of good cabinet processes. As John explained in his
book, he spent time in opposition studying cabinet processes around Australia and he devised his own
principles for an efficient, effective cabinet process—including, I might say, the appointment of the
Cabinet Secretary from caucus, clear guidelines on the matters that were to come to cabinet and that
there be a written record of all cabinet decisions.
On being elected John had a clear vision for how cabinet would work to support consensus decisionmaking around the cabinet table, including through a highly skilled and professional Department of
Premier and Cabinet and an expectation that ministers would bring high-quality submissions, that
consultation would be thorough and that cabinet subcommittees would be used to really thrash out and
resolve competing priorities.
John conceded consensus could be difficult—he did note that Treasury was often in conflict with any
number of agencies for a variety of reasons at any given time—but collective wisdom was valued and
consensus was a principle worth striving for. I can report that cabinet, as it was envisaged by John, set
the bar for how cabinets at the state and federal level are run, and here in Victoria I am proud to say
that under Labor we have always stayed true to John’s principles.
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I have had the honour of getting to know John personally through family friendships. Almost 15 years
ago I made a speech at my mother’s 70th birthday, and I was very proud to have been congratulated
by John on that speech. We immediately struck up a conversation about Labor politics, the factions
and how the Bracks government was travelling, and since then I have always enjoyed running into
John at various events, including, as we heard earlier, those at the Bendigo Trades Hall, but especially
on Spring Street, where, in his hat and coat, he always inquired after my mother, wanted to know how
I was getting along in politics and offered me words of wisdom and advice.
Can I say also that, similar to the member for Northcote, at afternoon tea after the opening of
Parliament last year, John asked me, ‘What was your result?’. So I gave him my two-party preferred
result, which by the way was 63.2 per cent, and he said, ‘But what’s the primary? What’s the primary?
That’s the number that really matters’. It was 48 per cent. , To Nancye, John, James and Joanne, please
accept my heartfelt condolences on the death of your husband and father and grandfather to all of your
children. John Cain really was a great man whose legacy will be remembered by thousands for many,
many years to come.
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (16:05): I too rise to pay tribute to John Cain, the 41st Premier of our great
state. John Cain left an enormous legacy in this state: occupational health and safety laws, including a
compensation system for injured workers; tobacco control and gun control; women’s rights; extended
shop trading hours; landmark protection for children and young people; transparency of government;
and his vision to establish Melbourne Park at the doorstep of the CBD as the future home of the
Australian Open, to name just a few. However, as someone who had only just turned 13 when John
Cain left office and not having been brought up in a political family, my memory of these
achievements and the political battles that were fought over them was something that I only got to
know long after they happened.
It was long after he left office that I got to know John, and what a decent and humble human being he
was. I would like my brief contribution to focus not so much on his legacy, as significant as that is,
but on the John Cain I knew: an energetic and sprightly man in his eighties who was always willing to
help and provide advice to someone who was relatively unfamiliar with the internal machinations of
the Labor Party.
One day, probably around 10 years ago, I was travelling on a train into the city when I spotted John
riding alone, wearing his traditional tweed hat. I approached John and introduced myself and asked if
he minded if we had a chat. Having listened to some of the other contributions made, perhaps I did not
quite know what I was getting into, but nevertheless he invited me to join him on his walk from
Jolimont station to his office in the Old Treasury Building, an invitation which I readily accepted.
Over the following few years I would regularly catch up with John in his office for advice about the
party and politics, and I would always leave with a reading list of books from John that, in his opinion,
would better appraise me of the history of the Labor Party. Now I must admit my first action after
meeting with John was not to go out and purchase or borrow these books, and some of them—sorry,
John—I still have not got around to reading. Nevertheless, John did have a very sharp memory, and
every time that we would meet he would remind me about them and ask me whether I had actually
read them.
There was one particular meeting in which I recall asking John for his opinion on whether he thought
I should stand for preselection. John had remembered a previous conversation that we had had in
which I had mentioned my engineering background, and he was delighted to inform me about the
diversity of his cabinet and in particular the two architects, Evan Walker and Andrew McCutcheon.
He was very supportive of my seeking preselection, and I remember him saying, ‘We need more
people like you in our parliaments’. I found this advice very comforting and it gave me great
confidence, for if a man of John’s political pedigree and achievements thought that I could make a
difference, notwithstanding or perhaps because of my different background, then maybe running for
public office was a goal worth pursuing.
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Due to his health issues I had not seen John for several months before the 2018 election, but upon
seeing me at the opening of the 59th Parliament John reminded me of this conversation before also
proudly reminding me of the fact that it was under his government that the ALP had last held the
electorate of Box Hill. In fact prior to 2018 Box Hill had only been held by the ALP when a Cain
government had been elected.
John, I will miss our conversations and your words of wisdom. To Nancye, Joanne, James, John and
the whole Cain family, I offer my sincerest condolences. Vale, John Cain.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (16:09): I take great pleasure in joining this magnificent debate on
commending the life of an absolute Labor giant, John Cain. I have had some wonderful times reflecting
on the time that I knew the longest serving Premier in Victoria since his passing and at the beautiful
state service yesterday. One of the great sayings I believe in is, ‘You can’t be what you can’t see’. I was
18 years and seven months old when the John Cain government was elected. The member for Macedon
and I just got to vote and unfortunately the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change just
missed out. But not only did I get to vote, I saw a woman for the first time become a minister, and she
was a minister from the north. That has created such a legacy. Pauline was of the north and John Cain
was of the north. It was not only that, but John Cain was the first ever minister responsible for women’s
affairs. I know that the Attorney-General said she sort of blanched at that, and I understand that, given
that only a couple of years ago we had a Prime Minister—good Lord, in the 21st century—taking
responsibility for that, and he was absolutely anti-women. Well, John Cain was not anti-women; he was
absolutely supportive of women. He and Pauline Toner had crafted that policy carefully. His being
responsible for women meant that together they were going to blow the winds of change throughout
the state—and so they did. It was just amazing across the state: in the law, in schools, in training, in
sport and overwhelmingly in the public service, as expressed by the Treasurer.
I was a baby public servant during that period. I had gone to a girls school. I was really struggling with
the sexism that I had never seen before. When you think of that time when that government came to
office, it changed. Until that period you could only gain promotion on years of service. Of course this
locked out young people who had gone and gotten an education. Of course this locked out women,
like Joan Kirner talked about many times, in the teaching service. If you were a public servant just
before that government was elected, you lost permanency if you got married. You were condemned
to the most pathetic of superannuation schemes. So there was a lot of work to help women catch up.
The senior executive service (SES) was established so that there was diversity in leadership. But what
it meant for the first time was that young public servants like me, men and women, could actually see
women in leadership. Not only was there a minister at the table in the first government, and that
number grew with each government, there were massive numbers in the senior executive service. It
went from a period of none at the beginning of that government. After eight years and four months in
government—I was working in the Ministry of Consumer Affairs—four of the five senior executives
in that department were women. That was a huge change in eight years and four months.
I mentioned I was struggling with the sexism in the Ministry of Transport. I actually did tender my
resignation. A wonderful man, the late Jim Stevenson, was the SES person responsible for
implementing John Cain’s action plan for women in the Victorian public service, and Jim said,
‘Danielle, there is a position for you. We want you to stay. The Premier wants people like you to stay.
Why don’t you stand for election to one of these positions?’. And so I did. I was the youngest and
most junior person in the Ministry of Transport, and I was elected as a staff rep to that committee.
Then later, when I moved to the Ministry of Housing, I was elected to the one there. It was a huge,
huge change for women. We were treated with respect. We had doors opened to us for training. I was
able to get study leave and attend La Trobe University. As a young single mum, I got a loan to get my
foot in the door to buy my first house, and that is just my experience.
I had a motor vehicle accident. I was cared for and looked after under the Transport Accident
Commission. As the member for Macedon said, Melbourne—and Victoria—was a very, very boring
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place at that time; it really was. And despite John not being a drinker himself, there was the expansion
of arts and culture, being able to have entertainment in a more European way and being able to go to
sport on Sundays. I have had the great pleasure of reflecting on John’s legacy, having been to the
tennis in recent weeks and also to the Boxing Day Test, and just thinking about what this man meant
to us at this precinct and to every sport lover in Victoria—but none more than women sport lovers. I
was sitting there and talking to Jane Nathan, who is on the board of Cricket Victoria—I mean, that just
would not have happened in any other era but then, and it has opened the door.
Thank you so much, John, for the advice. Many others have said that they got advice whether they
liked it or not. I lost my dad when I was only 19, around the time that I first voted for John Cain, so
once I got elected I was really rapt to receive his advice and receive it right till the end. And unlike
many other politicians who might move to another state—John loved Carrum, loved the beach—he
did not move to the beach. He stayed in the northern suburbs, where he had always been, and he stayed
to mentor the MPs in the north. I have got to say we would not have had a majority of women MPs in
the north since 2002—since 2002 a majority of Labor MPs in the north have been women—without
John Cain’s work.
I look forward to hearing your contribution, Speaker, as one of that great man’s successors. I loved
hearing the contribution from the member for Ivanhoe, who lived in his electorate. I did want to pass
on my personal thanks for everything other members have said. The Minister for Planning and the
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change said, ‘We wouldn’t be standing here without
John Cain’, and I know that I would not be. Almost everything that I have been able to achieve in my
life has been through his support.
He was wonderful to my children. He knew their names. I remember him coming to Northcote. My
oldest son went to Helen Street Primary and to Northcote Primary. He was about six years old when
the then Premier came out to open a new shopping centre, and my six-year-old son, Blake, had such
respect for this man that he insisted, despite it being a really hot day, on wearing a little suit with a bow
tie. He said, ‘I’ve got to meet this man, Mum’, and he went up to John Cain and he said, ‘Hello, Mr Cain.
You used to go to my school’—not ‘I go to your old school’ but ‘You used to go to my school’. John
did not miss a beat, and he treated that little boy with respect, just like everyone that he met.
I want to thank him. In recent years, particularly since the Black Saturday fires, he was always very
caring for me and how my community was going after that dreadful natural disaster. He paid a lot of
attention to the growth that was occurring in my electorate, not just the communities that were there.
He would ask how we were going with getting things done, and he knew a lot about it because he had
initiated the Plenty growth corridor in his government. He was very supportive to me. He used to
worry; for a start I think he might have thought I might have been a terrible branch stacker. He realised
he was wrong. He chaired the disputes tribunal at one stage and it was about the establishment of the
South Morang branch, and he spoke to me about it afterwards and was saying how this was a dreadful
thing. I listened, and this was when he was an Australia Day Ambassador in the City of Whittlesea,
and I said, ‘Oh, Jenny Beales, the Labor candidate for McEwen, and I set that branch up after we went
doorknocking, and virtually everyone that we joined up’—and it was also with Cr Pam McLeod—
‘were just people that we doorknocked in Mill Park Lakes’. And the colour sort of drained out of his
face and he said, ‘But they were all different ethnic names’. And I said, ‘Yes, that’s because they all
live there’. And they were not from one particular ethnic group, and he realised in talking to me that
the factions had got him again and had misled him about what the purpose of this branch was.
Also, he admired this young woman I had working for me at the time, Jinane Bouassi, and he said,
‘Oh, she’s just fabulous—the way she relates to people, all of that’. And I said, ‘Oh, yes, she was one
of those people that joined the South Morang branch and that you kicked out of the party, and she had
to join three times’. He did not say sorry, but ever after that he was always saying, ‘You’ve got such a
big electorate, you know, 750 square kilometres, Danielle, and all those constituents. We’ve got to
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make sure you’ve got enough branch members’. That was his way I think of saying sorry and that he
wanted to help fix it.
I thank John for all the fatherly advice over all the years and everything he has meant to all of us across
the state. I did forget: the Office of Rural Affairs and the Rural Women’s Network were established
under his government, and they would not have happened under any other government.
As someone who grew up in the regions—I have spent my life in the regions or in the north—that was
the first time that anyone in government had taken notice of what happened outside Melbourne and
that it was not just about agriculture. As important as food and fibre and farming are, that government
understood, in the Office of Rural Affairs and the Rural Women’s Network, that there were other
things that happened. When he talked about those cranes across the skyline and the 84 consecutive
months of low unemployment, he also cared about jobs in the regions for women and for men and for
the education of girls and boys.
Vale, John Cain. Thank you, Nancye. Thank you to his daughter and sons.
Mr KENNEDY (Hawthorn) (16:20): As principal of Loyola College, Watsonia, I knew John Cain
for a long time as the member for Bundoora. He was a diligent local member and most supportive of
constituents and the local community, including Loyola. Ceremonial duties that he put up with, I
should say, ranged from opening Loyola’s B block in 1983 to being the guest of honour at annual art
shows and presiding at debutante balls at Heidelberg town hall. Indeed it was the work of John Cain
and Jenny Macklin that inspired much of my initial regard for the Labor Party, I have to say.
It was lovely for Bronwyn and me to catch up with Nancye and John in the parliamentary gardens
after the opening of the 59th Parliament. Having accepted the invitation to my inaugural speech in the
Legislative Assembly, health issues precluded John’s attendance on the actual day, with apologies
delivered as always by personal contact, such was his style. Very briefly I will just read from the
message that was left in my office, and you will recognise this as vintage form and content, I am sure:
John Cain called the office and is an apology for Wednesday night.
He wishes you his best but has mobility issues post an orthopaedic operation and 6.30 is quite late for him.
He did want to pass on however that he believes you have a real role to play—

and it then went on about various things in possible association between government and nongovernment schools and so on. That was the sort of trouble someone like that would take when many
of us would simply hand in the apology and be done with it. I just felt that in some ways the tone of it
all summed him up.
Whilst awaiting a flight I remember bumping into John and Nancye at Sydney Airport. They were
also en route to Melbourne but their journey had originated in Brisbane. John explained that the direct
Brisbane–Melbourne flights were full. I was surprised that Qantas could not have found something or
helped the busy Premier in this respect. That is John explained. Nancye explained, ‘You don’t know
him. John will simply not do that sort of thing’. Point taken.
John Cain chose not to belong to a political faction as such, but his Labor values were unmistakable
in word and deed. We salute him as a person of integrity with abundant and generous leadership vision
and achievement.
Ms WARD (Eltham) (16:23): We heard some good stories yesterday, and one of the images that I
particularly liked was the idea of John standing out the front of St Paul’s with his tin trying to raise
money for the restoration of the cathedral. To me it was a pretty typical story of John, a bloke who
cared about his community enough to be out there among people doing what he could to help, to make
things better, who was not one to sit behind a desk and just tell people what to do. He was not afraid
of the hard stuff, of getting out there and working face to face with people. John Cain liked people,
and I thank God that he loved the Labor Party.

CONDOLENCES
46

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, 4 February 2020

Growing up with John as my Premier, my experience of him was second-hand. It was as a passive
observer until I joined the Labor Party and worked on a campaign to re-elect Jenny Macklin in
Jagajaga. It was there that I first met our former Premier, who had come to help. Of course the first
thing that comes to mind when you are a new Labor campaign worker who meets a former Labor
Premier is, ‘What do I call him?’. ‘John’. While people were rushing around picking up phones, talking
in corners and sorting out piles of papers, John wanted to know how he could help. He started folding
pamphlets, helped me manage the temperamental small portable folding machine, and he was happy
to bundle, attach maps and then head off to do his own bit of letterboxing. This would be repeated
election after election. The former Premier of Victoria, our longest serving Labor Premier, had no airs
or graces. He was happy to do what he could do to help get a Labor government elected. He was happy
to walk local streets, giving a smile, having a chat and popping flyers into letterboxes. I can tell you
that I told many young volunteers this story. I told them, ‘If it was good enough for the Premier of
Victoria to go letterboxing, it is good enough for you’. Every election John was at the Bundoora booth
handing out how-to-vote cards, catching up with Labor comrades, chatting with locals, finding out
how they were because he was interested, because he cared about people.
Many stories were told with affection yesterday. Many resonated with me, especially the line by Mary
Crooks that John was a keen telephoner—and as we have heard from many people, he certainly was.
Like John’s kids and so many others, I knew what it was like to answer the phone to, ‘Have you got a
minute?’. As told yesterday, it was not really a question. There was a smile in the voice. He knew you
were never going to say no. You were never not going to have time for him. John would talk about
current affairs and the state of politics. Mostly he would talk about the Labor Party—what we were
doing right and what we were doing wrong. He had very firm views on that. He especially wanted to
know what the factions were up to. It seemed to me John had worked so hard with The Participants to
bring a change of thinking to the Victorian branch at the end of the 1960s; he had worked so hard to
make policy and not power for power’s sake be at the heart of the actions of the party, of what mattered
to us, because it mattered to him, and he knew that a focus on policy—not ourselves—was the key to
electoral success. He was often worried that factions were growing too strong and taking on too much
power. There would be those who would put themselves and their own ambitions ahead of the good of
the party, and this would hurt the Labor Party, importantly also hurting those who needed us the most.
John saw this behaviour as a sure way to defeat. He saw it as a sure way to letting down those people
who needed us the most—the people at the heart of our party and of our history. Seeing how many
people received these ‘Have you got a minute?’ calls from John, I think we could start up a new faction.
John did not always agree with my interpretation of events, but he always wanted to listen, he always
wanted to know what I had to say and he always had a view. Of course the calls did not end when I
left Jenny’s office. He found me in my electorate office in Eltham too, and I always had that minute.
He was generous with his time. He helped me with my masters research, spending long hours talking
to me about the role of The Participants, about the role of government and about the role of Labor’s
policy committees, and sharing his Teddy Bear biscuits. He was a guest speaker at many of our branch
meetings and headed many of our fundraisers. He was a great drawcard. Many of our local branch
members went to the service yesterday to pay their respects. I know this will continue to occur at Labor
branch meetings across our suburbs and across our state. Our community, both at branch level and
within our broader community, had so much respect for John Cain. He was a much loved, respected
and admired leader, neighbour and branch member.
I have noted Ellen and Brian Smiddy today, beautiful people from the Bundoora branch of the ALP,
who have found themselves now in Watsonia with redistribution. Ellen was one of John’s electorate
officers, and I know how much he valued her, her friendship and loyalty—and he liked Brian too.
Before I came to this place I was a member of the board of the West Heidelberg Legal Service, a
service John Cain started with his volunteering, and he had a concern and love for the service that did
not end. I cannot remember an annual general meeting which he did not attend. He cared deeply about
the residents of West Heidelberg, the legal service and the healthcare service of which it is now a part.
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I will finish with a recollection by Jenny Macklin, the former member for Jagajaga, for whom John
campaigned every election. She said:
I have this lovely memory of him door knocking with me during my first campaign in 1996. He knew
everyone and stopped to talk about their families, their footy, everything he remembered. Even though he had
been the Premier, he was a great local member and people really appreciated it. He was very generous with
his time to me.
I also recall his leadership in Health. I was advisor to David White. Huge decision to move the QueenVic and
Prince Henry’s to establish the Monash Medical centre and to build up the hospitals in the west of Melbourne.
Impossible to imagine Melbourne without that decision now. He also supported the establishment of the
centre against sexual assault at the Royal women’s. This was a big breakthrough and we were very glad of
his support.

Our state has been very glad of John’s support. We were very lucky to have him. I thank Nancye,
Joanne, John and James for sharing this exceptional man with us. He was a very good bloke who made
our lives that much better. That voice of his, that voice asking if we have a minute, will not leave us.
We will always remember what he stood for and what he wanted us to be: our best selves and our best
state.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (16:29): Next year our great party celebrates 130 years. In the period
from 1955 to 1982 we spent 27 years in opposition, and a Labor government had never been returned
to the Treasury bench before 1982. Prior to 1982 Labor had been in power here in Victoria for less
than a decade. This year will mark 27 years in power since 1982, so of the last 38 years we have been
in power for 27 years. The Premier joined Steve Bracks and John Cain in being the only premiers
representing the state parliamentary Labor Party who have had their governments returned, in the
Premier’s case in 2018.
What is instructive is that in 1979 Frank Wilkes had a very, very strong campaign, and that was off
the back of the land deals work of John Cain, Steve Crabb and David White. We increased our
representation from 21 seats to, I think it was, 32 seats, but what the caucus recognised is that the
electorate wanted John Cain; the electorate wanted someone steady, someone safe and someone
reliable.
It was not just about winning in 1982, because by 1979 everyone knew that Labor was going to form
the next government. It was about creating a long, stable Labor government. It was about making sure
that it was not just like it had been in the past—an aberration, a blip. It was about making real
substantive reform to this state. The caucus embraced the challenge, and interestingly the caucus used
the Public Bodies Review Committee to try and work out how to govern the state. The chair was
Foley, who represented Boronia Province for the Liberal Party in the other place. Foley, who was an
economist, recognised the fact that there was a capacity to use the balance sheet of statutory authorities
and corporations to fund an expansionist agenda. There was a recognition that you needed to try and
stimulate and grow the economy in order to create a fair and just society. Now, the long-term average
in terms of the general government sector for debt throughout the 1970s and 80s was 18 per cent. What
Cain did was nothing different to what had been done previously.
For those of us on this side of the house, today has been a wonderful way we can pay tribute to a Labor
hero. We stand on the shoulder of a giant. I am so grateful and I am so fortunate that I and my
colleagues have had this great opportunity, this great gift of government, to continue this fantastic
Labor tradition. I am so grateful and I am so fortunate that I can say that I belong to a party that was
once led by John Cain. Vale, John Cain.
The SPEAKER (16:32): Order! Before bringing this condolence motion to a close I would like to
make a very small contribution to the record, predominantly on behalf of the people of Bundoora, an
electorate that Mr Cain served from 1976 to 1992. Mr Cain’s contribution as Premier and leader of the
Labor Party and his many achievements at the state level have been appropriately canvassed by many
members across both sides of the house today. It is an extraordinary personal story: the young son who
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watched his father’s government ripped apart was able to help bring his party together, make it stronger
and lead it to reclaim government 27 years later. It is one of the most significant feats in Victorian
political history. Then he led a government that reformed so many areas that have been mentioned
today.
He was also one of the most successful premiers in our history. Only four other premiers have also led
a ministry for over 3000 days: Dunstan, McCulloch, Bolte and Hamer. But it is the respect he is held
in by my local community that I want to mention. It is indeed a privilege to represent his seat of
Bundoora in this place. Decency and integrity were the hallmark of his premiership, and they were
also the hallmark of his role as a local MP.
Over the past few weeks I have spoken to many local residents and Labor members about their
memories of Mr Cain to gain their perspectives but also to see if there were a few interesting tales of
his time as local MP—sadly, not. While he was much loved and respected as the local MP, his hard
work and strong ethics mean there are no real tales of intrigue or mirth. Not even when his electorate
office was damaged by a fire at the fish and chip shop next door were there any colourful tales, just a
relocation of the office and back to hard work.
There were many local people who knew Mr Cain who will never forget his loyalty to the community
he represented and the people he worked with. Former staff like Pat Smith, Ellen Smiddy and Steve Paul
all recall his kindness and humanity. Greensborough pensioner Noel, who suffered a catastrophic injury
as a young man in a truck accident many years ago, recalls lying on a hospital bed, distraught for his
future, until a young lawyer working for Gallbally’s named John Cain took on his case and won. Of his
local achievements for the electorate, there is no doubt that the extension of tram route 86 to Bundoora
is still the most celebrated. Ask anyone in Bundoora about the tramline, and they will nearly always
tell you, ‘John Cain got that tram out here, did you know that?’.
I add my community’s thanks also to Mrs Nancye Cain, who supported Mr Cain and did so much in
her own right. Many people are still grateful for her involvement in and support for so many local
causes. One only has to think of her role as patron at Kalparrin early intervention centre for children,
to name just one.
Following his retirement from Parliament Mr Cain was always available to attend local events and
functions. I will never forget him presenting the annual Bundoora May Day award to local activist and
close friend Brian Smiddy in 2011 or the crowd he pulled to the opening of my electorate office in
2012. He was always interested in a discussion about the work of the party, its promise and its faults.
He always asked about the primary vote, as has been mentioned, for whichever electorate we were
talking about. As has been said, he would always hand out how-to-vote cards at Bundoora Secondary
College every state and federal election day, and often a queue would form of locals wanting to say
g’day to him. Sometimes that queue was longer than the queue for people going in to vote, such was
the warm regard that people had for him.
I am sad to say that I regret that I ran late for our very last meeting at the end of last year. We were
going to meet here at Parliament in Strangers Corridor on a quiet non-sitting day. When I arrived late,
I could not find him in Strangers or my office or the library or anywhere else I could think of. When I
did locate him he was sitting here quietly in the chamber, alone in silence, just there on the government
front bench, deep in thought. I have wondered for some time what he was thinking. Was he reflecting
on the events in this place in his time in the Premier’s chair or further back to his father’s government?
Despite the fact that he was a very humble man, I would like to think he was taking stock of his
government’s achievements and that he drew some satisfaction from the loyalty and admiration of so
many people, particularly in his electorate of Bundoora, because he deserved the recognition for what
he did and how he did it. Vale, John Cain.
Motion agreed to in silence, members showing unanimous agreement by standing in their
places.
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Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (16:38): I move:
That, as a further mark of respect to the memory, life, work and profound legacy of the Honourable John
Cain, this house adjourns until tomorrow.

Motion agreed to.
The SPEAKER: The house is now adjourned.
House adjourned 4.39 pm.
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